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QUESTIONNAIRE

(For the Office of Representative in United States Congress)

Name Running on Ticket

Residence

Biographical Notes

CHILD LABOR: If the proposed Child Labor Amendment should be ratified by the
states, will you support federal legislation setting minimum s tandards for
the protection of children in industry?

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: Do you favor the present proposal for creating a
federal Depertment of Education, with its secretary a member of the President's
Cabinet, to consolidate activities now scattered in various departments?

(The present proposal does not provide for federsl aid to the states as a
previous bill did.)

APPROPRIATIONS: (a) Do you favor adequate appropriation for the work of the
Federal Children's Buresu in the Department of Labor ? ; (b) for the
Women's Bureau in the Department of Lebor?

MATERNITY AND INFANCY: Do you favor extension of the federsl appropriation for
granting aid to the states under the Maternity end Infancy (Sheppard-Towner )
Act?

MUSCLE SHOALS: Do you favor the development of Myscle Shoals through a
non-political governmental corporation rather than leasing it to private
companies?

PROHIBITION ENFORCEMENT: Do you favor the merit system, applied through Civil
Service regulations, as the basis of appointment for officers in the Prohibi-
tion Unit?

AMENDING THE CONSTITUTION: Are you opposed to proposals to make it more diffi-
cult to emend the Federal Constitution?

Do you favor participation by the United States in international conferences
for the reduction of armaments?




MINUTES
STATE BOARD MEETING
July 9, 1926

The regular meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League of Women Voters was
held 2t Detroit, Minnesota, on Friday, July 9, 1926. Owing to a heavy rainfall,
the roads to Mrs. Weeks' cummer home were impassable and Mrs. L. J. Norby kindly
offered her home for the board meeting.

The meeting was called to order at 10:55 a.m., Miss Wells presiding.

Members of the State Board present were Miss Wells, Mrs. McKnight, Mrs., Weeks and
Mrs. Colby. Miss Child and Miss Beggin were also present. Members of the Detroit
Board present at the morning session were Mrs. L. J. Norby, Mre. H. D. Shove, Mrs.
R, J. Lindberg, Mrs. H. Langslet, Mrs. F. %W. Leing, Mrs. Paul Paulson, Mrs. E, A.
Rosenquist, Mrs. A. T. Anderson and Mrs. A. C. Quigley. Other members of the
Detroit Leapue attended the meeting after luncheon, and Mre, Ritteman, Mrs. Bue

and Mrg, Bergheim of Hawley 2lso attended the afternoon session. There were twenty-
nine persons present for the afternoon.

Minutes of the previous meeting were read by the secretary and approved.

Treasurer's Report

In the absence of Mrs. Cant, Mrs., MoKnight read the treasurer's report. The
belance June lst mes $664.24, Receipts during the month totalled $922.80, of
which $423.38 was in quotas received from local Leagues. Expenditures totalled
$1009.93, leaving & balance of $577.11 July 1. Bills payable July 1 were reported
es amounting to $470.43, of which $347.50 was in salaries,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mres. McKnight, second of Mrs. Weeks, that the treasurer's
report be accepted and the bills allowed.

Miss Wells spoke of the different services rendered local Leagues by headquarters
(form letters, literature, ete,) in order that a close contact may be meintained
between the state and local organizations, all of which make for expenditure of
etate funds; for which funds the state is, in turn, dependent upon local Leagues.
The result iz that an incoming check, particularly a quota check from a local
League, is & matter of celebration at headquarters. Mrs. Weeks, speaking for the
Detroit Board, promised that Detroit would set a good example to other Leas ues
and endeavor to pay its qu otz in monthly installments.

At the request of Mrs. Laing, treasurer of the Detroit League, Miss Child ex-
plained special items in the Treasurer's Report, perticularly "office maintenance®.

Women Voter Report

Miss Child summed up the experiment of having the Woman Voter printed on its adver-
tising as & dubious success. She again urged individuals to solicit zdvertise-
ments and particularly hoped that other local Leagues would underteke to be
responeible for the advertising in certain issues of the magazine featuring their
local organization, as did Duluth.

The plan of having some Board member act as general chairman of advertising, to
cooperate with the printer to the extent of securing other Bosrd members to do in-
tensive work on esch issue's sdvertising was suggested by Miss Child.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. McKnight, second of Mrs,. Colby, that Mrs. McGuire be
aeked to serve s such 2 chairman,.

Report of Field Secretary

Miss Beggin reported no field trips since the last meeting. She gave & very in-
teresting summary, however, of the work of the lsst two yesrs, during which time
the whole state has been covered, with the result that there are today fifty
functioning local Leagues in Minnesota. Almost as often as the Lesguc has sought
out the town, the town has sought the Leapgue, she said, citing Atwater as a note-
viorthy example of s League beginning on its own initiative.

In responsc to Miss Wells' question 2s to what first interests women in the
League, Miss Beggin enswcred unqualificdly "National messures". It was the con-

gsensus of opinion of those present that interest in natiomal problems inspired by
current reading (and greatly stimulsted during the last few months by study of the
Current Questions in Government series) did generally form women's early interest
in the League. Mise Wells remerked that since National issuee rarely involve
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personal issue, they undoubtedly serve as the best beginning Lesgue training,
holding stete and local problems for a day when the power to be unprejudiced hes
been developed,

Reports of District Chairmen

In the Fourth District Mrs. Colby reported for Miss Lusk that the Ramsey County
League will follow the plan of the National orgenization in assigning to each of

ite new vice-presidents one of the five mein departments of League work: Inter-
national Cooperation to Prevent Wer, Efficiency in Government &nd Public Welfere in
Government will be headed by Mre, MoGuire, Mrs. Colby and Mrs. White respectively.
The Departments of Finance and Organizetion will be hesded by Mrs. Noyes and Mrs.
Smith, Mies Lusk'e report of appointments for the verious chairmen and viee-chsir-
men under the department heads was read, The pre-Primery work in Remsey County con-
gisted of one large meeting, where the nine candidatee for Congress spoke, and e
systematic telephoning to gect out the vote,

Mres . McKnight reported for the Minnecapolis League that they have broadossted a

gubernatorial pre-Primary program over the radio, they used get-out-the-vote y
“"trailers" in the motion picture theatres, and that young voters had worked in the '
precincts in the get out the vote campaign.

She then told of the hard work in the lost cempaign for a City Manager charter in
Minneapolis, involving 2 house-to-house cesnvass in many werde. Miss Welle spoke

of this campeign for the charter 2s being & brilliant example of the wey the Lesgue
works, entailing as it did years of careful study on en issue, then an organized
attempt at realizing it.

In the Ninth District, Mrs., Weeks reported that their get out the vote work in
Detroit had resulted in the largest vote ever polled. She told graphically of the
great extent of territory her one distriet covered, Apropos of Mrs, McKnight's
gtory of the City Manager Cherter campaign, Mrs., Weeks told of her interesting
meeting with Mrs. Landis, Mayor of Sesttle, who favored & City Menager form of
government despite its meaning her own loss of office.

At the request of Mrs. Weeks, Mrs. Norby gave an amusing sccount of the first can-
didates' meeting in Detroit, over which she precided.

For the part of the Ninth District sround Hewley, Mrs. Ritteman reported con-
giderable interest in the primaries and an ewskened intercst in politics generally
since the League organized in Hawley.

Miss Wells spoke, stressing the fact that in Leacue work, program a2lone is not
enough; it is essential that orgenization balance with program.

Department 2nd Committee Reports

In the absence of Mrs. Hargreaves, Mrs, Weeks read her report for the Department of
International Cooperation to Prevent War, giving the most recent developments in
international affairs. Mrs. Hargreaves mentioned particularly Prof. Quigley's
trip, with forty other profescors of international relations, as guests of the
Carnegic Endovment Fund, visiting Paris, the Haguec and Geneva., Prof. Quigley has
agreed to give a course of four lectures on his return, o=nd the Minneapolis and
Remsey County Lesgues will cooperate with the League of Nations Non-Partisan
Association in giving this course.

In the absence of Mrs. Wittich, Miss Wells reported on the "big work" of the De-
partment of Efficiency in Government, the influence it brought to bear in securing
state reorganization in Minncsota. She credited Mrs. Maroley and Mrs. Wittich as
being lergely responsible for the League's succese in this endeavor.

No report was given for the Department of Public Welfere in Government, but the
resignations of Mrs, Bertha Dahl Laws, asLiving Costs chairmen, and Mrs. Bugene
Dieudonne, as Child Welfare chairman, were reported by Miss Child with the recom-
mendation of the Executive Committee that they be 20ccpted by the State Board,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mre, McKnight, second of Mrs. Weeks, that the recommende-
tion of the Executive Committee to sccept the resignations of Mrs. Laws and Mrs.,
Dieudonne be ratified,

Several names were suggested as possibilities for successore, including Mre,
Donald Cerman of Park Rapids, who was suggested by Miss Beggin for Living Costs
chairman. Mrs. W. L, Taylor, Jr., was suggested by Mrs, Rosenquist, and Mre. J. M.

Bishop of Thief River Falls by 2 Detroit member as possibilitiee for child We lfare
Ghﬁirmﬁn e



Sheppard-Towner Act

Miss Wells spoke of the recent fzilure of Congress to re-aporooriate funds to cerry
out the provisions of the Infoney and Maternity Act. Although the House took
favorable action, the Senate failed to act. It will, hovever, remain on the Senate
Celendar and if early zction cen be secured in the next session, state legisla-
tures mey still be assured of federal =id in this worthy work. She urged League
members to write their senstors during the summer, expressing their approval of the
measure end their ressons for desiring ite continuation.

Legislative Council Work

For the benefit of the members of the Detroit Boerd, Miss Child told of the orgeni-
zetion of the Legislative Council. Memberchip upon the Council is by representa-
tives officially appointed by state-wide organizations of women and 2 few outstand-
ing city organizations concerned with legislation and not by individuals selected
by the League of Women Voters. It is expected that these representatives will sug-
gest for congideration by the Council such measures 8s are of particular interest

to the organization they represent and that they will report back to their respec-
tive organizations metters of interest to them that mey be discussed in the Council,
ag well as the final legislative program recommended for sypport in the legislature,
There is, however, no commitment on the part of member organizations to any legis-
lative measures discussed or recommended by the Council except upon official action
by that orgenization in connection with ite own legislative program. Since no

other organization than the League has ever accepted all its recommendations, it

can really be said to be the official body which formuylates the legielative program
for the League of Women Voters.

Ouestionnaires to Candidates

The questionnaire prepared for the cendidates for Governor, Licutenant-Governor and
State Legislature was read by the secretary.

League Exhibits at State and county Fairs

Mrs. Colby, chairman of theState Fair Exhibit Committee, reported that a meeting
was held July 6 at her home. OSub-chsirmen Wwere appointed to provide daily atten-
dants at the booth, to provide transportation for the properties of the booth, and
to execute the plan of depicting some national legislative measure supported by
the Leagye, prefcrably the child Lebor Amendment.

Miss Child reported regarding the tentative plan for the county fair exhibits,
which will feature the get-out-the-vote campaign.

State Convention

Mjsg Wells reported for Mrs. Wittich, general convention chairman, that the program
committee is doing its best to secure good speakers on the subjects that it is ne-
cessary to take up at this convention.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mre. McKnight, second of Mrg. Meeks, thet the convention
be held in Duluth the 7th, 8th and 9th of October.

The Program Committee's tentative plans were reported by Miss Child == including a
reception for delegates et the home of some Duluth member; a meeting addressed by
the three candidates for governor; an automobile ride in and sround Duluth, the
ennual Precsident's Address; & speech by Prof. Gaus of the University of Minnesota,
a breakfast for young voters, and the annual gala-finance luncheon.

Mijss Wells stressed the subjeet of sttendance, and asked that every one present at
the meeting attend herself and urge others to attend. Miss child asked whether
reports read by delegates might stimulate a more personal interest in the Conven-
tione, and it was the consensus of opinion that the absence of long and tiresome
reports vas one of the distinguishing things sabout the League convention programe,
and to change it would mean e decrease rather than an increase of delegates, save
for those who had to go to present their reports.

Other Buginess

Actusl business of the meeting was finiched at %:45 when Miss Wells turned the
meeting over to Mrs. Weeks, in order thet she and the other board members from
Minneapolis might catch the four olclock train., The Child Labor Amendment dialoguc
wes read by four members of the Detroit Bozrd.

Respectfully submitted,

Ruth Gage Colby, Secretary
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PLANS FOR EXHIBITS AT COUNTY FAIRS

The exhibit furnished by state headquarters this year is to feature "GET OUT THE
VOTE" for the November election.

To be furnished by State headquarters

One poster, 22% by 60 inches, done on yellow oil cloth, representing a sample
ballot. This is hand-decorated and illustrated to represent various measures
to be voted on during the coming session of the legislature.

One poster, 18 by 30 inches, also illustrated, bearing the slogan "Vote",
to be used in the background of the booth.

Two bands, to be put around two ballot boxes, bearing the slogan "What you
put in, you get out".

be furnished by local League

Two ballot boxes, which can be secured from the local election board. If
these are not availeble, ordinary wooden or cardboard boxes of the same
dimensions can be used.

Cerdboard signs, representing ballots, labelled "Indifference", "Ignorance",
and "Intelligendd', "Interest", to show at the top of the ballot boxes.

Two cardboerd signs, labelled "Bad Government" and "Good Government" to be
placed at the bottom of the ballot boxes, corresponding to the ballots at the
top.

(If it is not convenient to use two ballot boxes, one can be used with the
ballots and the corresponding signs showing et opposite sides.)

A League of Women Voters sign to be placed across the top of the exhibit.
(This is not absolutely necessary as the large poster bears the name of the
Minnesota League of Women Voters.)

Any bunting, flags or other decorations for the booth.

Fliers

A flier, to be distributed free from the booth, will be furnished by state
hesdquarters at a price of 35 cents per hundred.

Booth Attendants

A great deal of the success of an exhibit depends upon having someone in
attendance most of the time, to answer questions on the League of Women Voters
and distribute literature and fliers. It is an excellent opportunity to
secure new members and Woman Voter subseriptions.
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1926

My dear Bosrd Member: -

The regular monthly meeting of the State Board will be held on
Fridey, August 13th, at the home of Mrs. Andreas Ueland, Calhoun
Boulevard and Richfield Road, Minneapolis

The meeting is called for 10:30 a.m.; and will be an all-day meeting.
Will you please let us know as soon as possible whether or not you
will be able to attend, so thatwe can let Mrs. Ueland know how

many to plan on for luncheon.

Out of town board members who will be at the office at 10:00
o'clock will be taken to Mrs. Ueland's home.

Very sincerely yours,
L} .I?n

> oY A
%41'}, 1L 0 n P i1 }

A

Marguerite M Wells,
President




AGENDA
STATE BOARD MEETING
August 13, 1926

Minutes

FINANCE
Treasurer's Report

Woman Voter Advertising
ORGANIZATION
Reports of District Cheirmen
TATE AND COUNTY FAIR EXHIBITS
County Fair Bxhibits - Mrs. C E Shafer, chairman
State Fair Exhibit - Mrs. Woodward Colby, chairman
GET OUT THE VOTE CAMPAIGN
Suggestions to local Leagues
American Legion Campaign
Schools for Voters
STATE CONVENTION
Program
Attendance
REPORTS OF DEPARTMENT CHAIRMEN
Efficiency in Government
Internstional Cooperation to Prevent War
Public Welfare in Govermment - Legislative Council
NEW BUSINESS
Replies to Questionnaires to Cendidates

New Netional League printed material

Plans for September Bosrd Meeting




ROUND ROBIN
No. 20 Fifth Region, National League of Women Voters Avg. 21, 1926

IOWA
The all day midsummer board meeting at Mrs. Knutson's home in Clear Lake, July 23rd,
was well attended. From Des Moines, from Mason City and from Iowa City came mem-
bers and guests. The regional director and regional secretary were also there.

The Board appointed a temporary council for consideration of legislative measures
before they are recommended to the Board. Chairmen of the state departments and
committees are members of this committee, and Dr. Mae Habenicht, chairman of the
social hygiene committee, was chosen chairman of the council.

For luncheon the board was entertsined by the Clear Lake Lesgue Board. Every
department and committee chairmanship of that League has been filled and st the
luncheon the local chairman snd the state chairman of each committee and department
were seated side by side.

On July 24th, the Mason City League hed e breakfast for Miss Wells and Mrs. Parkes,
after which League ideals and methods were informally discussed for the best part
of an afternoen.

Mrs. S H Fritz is the new president of the Estherville League.

NORTH DAKOQTA

The Csll for the Third Annual Convention of the North Dakota League of Women Voters,
to be held at Grand Forks, Tuesday and Wednesday, September 28th and 29th, has

been cut for at least two weeks. It is beautifully printed and the features of

the convention meet the eye at a glance. "Reservations for rooms may be made to
Miss Margaret Van Dusen, 515 N 4th St., Grand Forks" reads the concluding paragraph.

Miss Helen Davies, Grand Forks, member of the State Board, was recently a welcome
celler upon the regional director.

Mrs. Parkes was in Grand Forks for the State Board meeting August 10th.
MONTANA

Mrs. Parkes is in Montana. She met with members of the Bosrd in Helena on August
12th, end attended a regular meeting of the Board at Great Falls August 18th.

MINNESQTA

The Eighth Annual Convention will be held st Duluth, October 7, 8, and 9, at the
Hotel Duluth. Mrs. C S Roulo is president of the hostess League. The program is
still a seoret, but in confidence to Round Robin readers - it will be a good one!
Nothing could edd so much to the success of the occasion as the attendance from
the Fifth Region of officers and members of the League of Women Voters. Let the
regional director know if you hope to attend.

Mrs. C W Short, of Kalispell, Montana, wss & visitor at the state board meeting at
Mrs. Uelend's house August 13th. :

This will be the last vecetion number of the Round Robin. Before the next issue
Leagues everywhere will be going full steam on.

In every stote the two msjor undertakings will be work to incresse the number of
voters at the fall election and preparation of a legislative program. The latter
will consist of three stages: (1) Preparation of the program tc be recommended tc
League conventions or boesrds in the fall; (2) Bducation of membership and the gen- '
eral public upon that program; end (%) Support of these measures in the next w;nt?r “
session of the legislature. It is to be hoped that every reader-o? the Round Robin
is meking up her mind to take pert in some or all of these activities.

In most Leagues one summer stunt remsins to be accomplished - porch parﬁies for t?e
presentation of a child labor amendment skit - "The Family Takes Notice". The skit
is now in print and mey be ordered from the National headquarters. It should be
ordered in sets of four soc that each reader or performer may own a copy.

1639 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis Marguerite M Wells, Regional Director
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mind you than when your League

ready for the yeer's work, there are two sub-

d to make plans at once:

(1) Attendance at the State Convention October 7 - 9, and

(2) Work to Get-Out-the-Vote in the November 2nd election.

Before discussing these two important subjects with you, may I call your

attention to the enclosed skit deslin

entitled "The Femily Takes Notice."

g with the Child Lebor Amendment,

"THE FAMILY TAK&S NOTICE" was prepared for use in summer porch party

groups but has been deleyed in the printing.

Wwe hope that you may still

arrange for reading the skit together in informal groups before the
summer is over. Whatever the legislative feate of the smendment may be
in the country, we are anxious to have every Minnesota League member know

the fects presented in this skit.

It takes just thirty minutes to read

it through, and you will probably never find a more painless, not to ssy

entertaining way to promote education u

pon' this subject of vital impor-

tance. The price of the pamphlet is 7 cents per copy or 25 cents for
four copies, which you will need if the four parts are assigned to differ-

ent readers.

THE STATE CONVENTION IN DULUTH

long, all about the Convention.

You shall have another letter before
Just now I want to invite your consid-

eration of one aspect of the Convention - attendance from your League,
Delegate credentiels will be sent you to be issued to as many of your
officers and members as can go to Duluth.
at least one official representative, can you not make = plan at a

To assure the attendance of

meeting early in September for paying pert, say helf, the expenses of a
delegate to be sppointed by the board or elected by the League membership.
The enthusiasm end effectiveness of your League work for the entire year




o

will be enhanced by the attendance of et least one gocd ective Leegue
officer or member. We have, by the way, the promise of en unusually low
special rate for the round trip between the Twin Cities and Dulukh.

GET-QUT-THE-VOTE Much of the work for the coming year will be initiated
at the Convention. One job cennot and need not wait discussion there -
namely , Get-Out-the-Vote., This is en ectivity to which the League has heen
committed in its program of work since 1923. You may have heard thst he
Americen Legion has announced thet it will engege in the same effort this
year, If the local Legion Post should be planning definite Get-Cut-the-
Vote activities in your community , it would be well to make sure by confer-
ence that there is no dupliceticn in plans. It mey be possible to arrange
for some one meeting in cooperatisn with the Legion. We hcpe that you

will keep in mind, however, that the League has a responsibility that
cannot be discharged except by its own membership, carrying out the policy
of wholly unpartisan activity in this work that has been so carefully
built up by the League of Viomen Voters.

Within a week or two I shall write you agein to suggest definite Get-Out-
the-Vote plans and to send you semples of posters and fliers available at
state League headquarters, >

After these vacotion weeks we are wondering just what are the fall plans
of your League. The state board holds its next meeting on September 10th.

I should very much like to have a message from every local League president
(or secretary, if you are not free to write) that I may report atu that time.
Our interest in every message that comes from a locsl League officer is
much greater than you can imagine.

Cordially yours,
& ;
ADALEN A_X 4, Y

Marguerite M Wells,
President




'\"\‘nat ia the dL\LE of ‘YOUI‘ Ti"'?')':t LE.ElgUe moeting“}

iill you call a meeting of Jour League-boerd very soon to
read together "The Family Tukes Notice" and to plan for a
series of porch parties at which it may be resd?

Have you planned to have a League exhibit at Your county
fair? Do you wish to reserve the loan exhibit we

have for the use of locel Lesgues? For what

dates?
B —

Would you like to have our field secretary (Miss Beggin) pay
your League a visit if possible in the next few months?

(Signed)

League of Women Voters
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1 928

Dear Board Member:

The Faribault League has invited the state board to hold its
September meeting in Faribault. The date is Friday, September
10. The meeting will open at 11:00 A.M. instead of at 10:30
and will last until 4:20 P.M.

This ic the last state board meeting before the October con-
vention and final plans for the convention will be ynder dig~
cussion. It will be the third and last state board meeting
held outside the Twin Cities this year. Boerd members who
have voted for the plan of holding meetings in various parts
of the state are urged to support it by their attendance.

We shall appreciate hearing from you early in order that we
mey notify Mrs. William Pearce, chairman of the Faribault
League, how many to plan upon for luncheon. We shall also
appreciate receiving word from those who can plan to drive to
Faribault and take others with them.

Sincerely yours,

) )
kI /?;

J_/TAA,‘,{{/ k_/g‘g_,{, L, (f
o chd\
Emily Child,
Executive Secretary




Bus and Train Schedule between Minneapolis and Faribault

For the Information of State Board Members

TO FARIBAULT
BY BUS (One Way Fare $1.85) Leave Mpls 7:30 A.M. Ar Faribault 10:10 A«M.
BY TRAIN (One Wey Fare $2.28) " 8 8:30 A .M. a . 11:00 A.M.
RETURN TRIP
Leave Faribault 3:29 P.M. Ar Mpls 6:06 P, M.
o s 5:19 P.M. 3 i 7:59 Py M.

BY TRAIN 4:40 P,M. B 7:25 P. M.

Note: The trains to Faribault are local trains without a diner.

Bus and Train Schedule between Minneapolis and Faribault

For the Informetion of State Board Members

TO FARIBAULT

BY BUS (One Wey Fare $1.85) Leave Mpls 7:30 A.M. Ar Feribeult 10:10 A.M.

BY TRAIN (One Way Fere $2.28) ¥ n 8:30 A.M, " o 11:00 A.M,

FrA

RETURN TRIP
BY BUS Leave Faribault 3:29 P.M. Ar Mpls 6:05 P.M,
’ " 5:19 P.M. 0l h Al 7:59 P.M.
" 4:40 P.M. 7:25 P.).

Note: The treins to Faribault are locel trains without a diner.




BOOTH ATTENDANTS
P WOMEN VOTERS
- September, 1926
HOURS FOR BOOTH ATTENDANTS:
9:00 As M. to 1:00 P, M.
1:00 P, M. to 5:00 P. M.
RULES FOR CARE OF S0CTH:
Never leave the booth unattended.

Turn out all lights before leaving booth at night.

Make a record of money received for report to the state office at the
end of each day.

PRINTED MATERIAL FOR SALE OR FREkK DISTRIBUTION:
Free
Rainbow Vote Fliers - Give one to everyone passing the booth.
Small leaflets on the League of Women Voters - Give to interested women.

Sample copies of the Minnesota Woman Voter - Use to secure subscrip-
tions paid at the booth.

For Sale
Why Renew the Sheppard-Towner Act Price 3¢
The Family Takes Npotice B e
(Recommended for groups end club meetings as the

easiest way to gain an understanding of the
issues involved in the Child Labor Amendment

Current Ouestions in Government 57 per pamphlet

(No. 2 - States' Rights - is recommended to sup-
plement reading on the Child Lesbor Amendment
The Child Lebor Amendment by Judge Waite
The Children's Amendment {(white pamphlet)
s " Y (yellow pamphlet)
List of National League Publications
Digest of Minnesota Election Laws
MEMBERSHIPS
Membership blanks for the state and Twin City Leagues sare provided.
Membership at large in the state League (where there is no local League)
is $1.00 and includes a year's subscription to the Woman Voter.
WOMAN VOTER SUSSCRIPTIONS:

o

The subscription price is 257 a year. Make a special effort to get a
subscription from everyone who visits the beoth.

RECORD TO sE KePT Y BOOTH ATTENDANTS:

Keep & record of names and addresses of visitors to the boolh who
expfess an interest in the work of the Lessgue of Viomen Voters. These
names will be of great value in our plans for enlisting volunteers in
the Get-Out-The-Vote campaign this fall.




CF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MERTING
Friday, Avgust 27, 1926
2:30 P. M.

Iresent: Mr%. Ueland, presiding, Miss Wells, Mrs. Wittich, Miss Chase, Miss Colcord
Judge Hall, Mrs. Caswell, Mys, Spafford, Miss Fish, and Miss Child.

Proposed Chances in the Merriage Law

Judge Hall reviewed the events lead ing up to the submission of s pProposed marriage
bill, upon the recamendation of the Council, in the last session of the legislatuyre,
He said that among the chief recommendations of the Minnesota Children's Code Coma.. -
mission that completed its work in 1917 were proposed amendments to the marriage law
Yo correct defects that are nevertheless still outstanding. The prevention of youth-
ful marriages and hasty marriages were two changes covered in the recamendations.
The proposal for a ten-day waiting period in the granting of a marriasge license
aroused much public opposition then but in 1925, when the proposed bill was under
discussion in the legislature, there seemed to be no particular objection to the

five-dey waiting period provided for in that bill.

Nothing was done between 1917 end 1923 to carry forward the proposed legislative
changes. In 1923 a bill was introduced in the House by Mr. McKnight but failed of
passage. In 1925 a new bill providing for s complete revision of the marriage law,
prepared by member§ of the Minnesota Committee on Social Legislation, was introduced
into the legislature and supported by the League of Women Voters,

The greatest point of attack upon the 1925 law was the provision for abolishing
common law marriage by requiring e marriage celebration. It is evident, said Judge
Hell, thet the public in Minnesota still considers this a debatable question. He
cited his own observastion as indicating that there is no such thing as a real common
law merriage; that it is merely a makeshift drifted into by people without plan or

foresight.
The clerks of court cherged with the duty of issuing marriage licenses fought the

1923 bill as interfering with their profit from fees. 1Ipn the 1925 legislature
however they gave the proposed bill their active support.

Judge Hall outlined the following provisions as being those that he considered of
greatest importance in future efforts to improve the marriage laws of Minnesota:

A waiting period of five or ten days before the issuance of the license,

The appesrance of both spplicants and perhaps the requirement of witnesses
to vouch for the reliability of the epplicants. (This is a requirement in
application for citizenship.)

The establishment of a penalty for disregarding the law in the issuance of
marriage licenses. The provision in the present law is wholly insdequate %o

meet this need.

A provision thet the license clerk shall take Judicisl notice as to whether a
person is feeble-minded, epileptic or insane and for a penalty for the non-
observance of this provision: In the past a census of zll feeble-minded
persons in the state taken by the Children's Buresy and reported to clerks

of court was wholly disregarded when marriage licenses were issued.

The criticism of the 1925 lew met with in its discussion by the Senate committee wa.
that it in effect repealed all existing statutes and thus resulted in confusion.
Judge Hall commented that perhaps we should proceed conservatively on this account
end make the desired changes by & series of emendments instead of by a complete
merrisge code.

In reply to Miss Wells'! quaestion in regard to publicity for the application for =
merrisge license, Judge Hall said that it is customary to post such informetion in
the Court House. Miss Colcord remsrked that. in every community this informstion

covered by newspaper reporters.

Discussion of Problems Connected with Regulation of Marrisge

Miss Joanna Colcord, director of the Minneapolis Pamily Welfare Associetion, dis-
cussed the general aspects of legislation in this field. She said that for the
last five years legislation affecting marriege has been negligidble. The only good
law passed during this time (in Neb:aska) was later repealed owing to an organized




ition to the passage of good marriage

Lement who feel that slowing up the process may result

1

4.
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gren in the c ommunity.
ject on the ground of unwarrantable interference
The opposition that proceeds from frankly commercial reasons such as that of
license clerks.

The first two groups proceed in their thinking from the mistaken premise that

marriege is not a social concern. As a matter of fact marriage customs for as

back as we know enything about them, have always recognized the concern of the

or the tribel group in the marrisge relation.

Common Law Marriage

There are only five states that have laws definitely sanctioning common law
marriage. In 26 states, however, common law marrieges are recognized by court
decisions. A federasl decision as ear ly as 1877 established the legal precedsent for
Minnesota. The case involved a Minnesota man who had signed a marriasge contract
with a Missouri woman. Upon the men's death in & railroad accident, the woman in-
hérited his money although the two had never seen each other.

m

ine general misapprehension that the recognition of common lew marriage is a protec-
tion to women and children is not borne out by actual cases. What becomes of the
wife and children of a regularly celebrated marriage when an earlier common law
wife establishes the velidity of her claim? As a matter of fact women and children
are often the helpless victims in the common law relationship since court procedure
is necessary to establish the validity of the marriage,

Miss Colcord commented that in her experience the common law relation never starts ac
a bona-fide marriage but is often based upon enti-social and illegal relationships
thet are leter seized upon to serve some selfish purpose. The recognition of common
law merriage tends to lower the status of the marriage relation in any community
just as the existence of two kinds of coinage results in the baser coinage dragging
the other to its own level. The decision often depends on whether the couple have
been recognized as man snd wife by the public or, in other words, whether there has
been s successfuyl duping of the public by them.

Common lew marriage is not en old institution in this country end it had been
abolished in England in 1753, long before the American Colonisl Periodi: 1t is a
weakness of our pioneer conditions when the whole -fabrie of living was shaken and

we have not yet gotten rid of it.
General Comments
i R s B

Thirty states have a higher ege limit in their marriege laws than Minnesota. In
twenty-five states children are allowed to merry before the lew allows them to go
to work,

The fee system for license clerks stands as an almost impenetrable obstacle against
coopéeration within the stete in the terest of better marriage legislation. The
establishment of a salsry basis for ks of court by state law is desirsble,

Miss Colcord suggested slso the desirgbility of cooperation between stotes, similer
to that in force in commercisl fields, by which each state provides that anyone

from a different state epplying for s merriage license should present 8 license from
his own state as a2 requirement to the greanting of a license in the new stste. This
would do away with the possibility of e state with poor regulation of merrisge
drawing applicants from stetes with good marrisge laws. Fourteen states already
have provisions in their laws governing applicants for a marriage license leaving n:
coming to the state.

Miss Colcord commented upon the venereal disease provisicn in the bill submitted st
the last legislature, es being vseless without somo requirement for physical exsmine
tion. The wisconsir law is repcrted os vorking well in respect to this provision,
The Ruyssell Sage Foundation hes published a psmphlet report of an inquiry smong
physiciens of the state on this provision in the lsaw.
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MINUTES
STATE BOARD MEETING
August 13, 1926

The reguler mecting of the State Board of the Minresota League of Women Voters wss
held at the home of Mrs. Andreas Ueland, Calhoun Boulevard and Richficld Road, Mpls.

The meeting was called to order at 10:40 AM.. Miss Wells presiding. Members of the
State Board oresent, were: Miss Wells, Mrs. Uelznd, Mrs. Ramaey, Mrs. Wittich, Mrs.
Glasoc, Mise Lueck, Mrs, Spear, Miss Kercher, Miss Monahan and Mre. Colby. There
were nlso present Miss Child, Mrs. Colline and the following Minneapolis members:
Mrg, Paige, Mre. Griswold, Mrs. Bess n, Mre. Chalmers, Mrs, Denny, Mrs, Lonegren,
Mrs. Bryan, Miss Merrill, Miss Jeffrey. Mrs, Charles Short was a visitor from
Montana. Mise Merguerite Owen of the National League staff and Mrs. A. F. Mellon,
chairmen of the Columbias Heights Lesgue ,werc 2lso present,

Treagurer's Report

in the absence of Mrs. Cant, Mrs. Wittich read the treasurer's report, showing a
balance June 1 of $577.13. Receipts during the month emounted to $497.17, making =
total of £1,074.30. Disbursements amounted to $766.50, leaving a balance of $307.80
July l. Bills payable were reported ag amounting to $389.50. Mrs. Wittich then
reported having just reccived $100.00 from the Minneapolis League which cffected =
balance on hand of $407.80, covering 2ll bills.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs,. Spear, second of Mrs. Uelend, t hat the treasurer's
report be accepted and the bills allowed.

Mizs Wells spoke of the $162.,00 monthly quote to the National as having been for-
warded in June and July. Henceforth, she said, Minnesots will be among the few
record states meking regular quota pavments each month.

There followed an interesting report by Mrs, Wittich of the number of looal Leagues,
by districts, having made full quota payments to the state.

Woman Voter Report

Mrs. Colby reported on her cxperience in scouring advertising for the August number.
Shc asked other members to attempt it for future issues and particulerly urged that
the Board patronize the advertisers. Several board members promised to deal with
certain firms in the ncar fuyture. Mrs. Bryan said she would willingly secure "ads"
for ;he September number in Minneapolis end Mrs. Colby said she would try again in
St. faul,.

Reports of District Chairmen

Mise Lusk reported for the FOURTH DISTRICT thet intensive organization work is being
carried on in St. Paul by Miss Jennings who called on leading ward Women every
afternoon during July with much success and will continue her organization work thry
August and possibly September. Miss Lusk further reported the scheduling of candi-
dates' meetings for ecach ward with one large downtown mecting plenned for the candi-
dates for governor.

"Our most important problem is money reising in cvery ward", she said. "There must
be many more two dollar League memberships sccured and one hundred percent subserip-
tion to the Women Voter."

Mrs. Bryan reported for the FIFTH IESTRICT that ehe had been calling the entire mem:
bership on the telephone this summer., The results have been most satisfactory. Mec
bers have expreszsed their preferences among the activities csugpested to them. Sever
new study groups %ill be sdded to the growing list. Many have exmressed a desire to
attend convention and other such activitiecs.

She 2lso reported on renewed efforts in ward organization with an attempt to divide
the wards into districts, each with a representative on & ward exccutive committee.
M s, Spear reported for the EIGHTH DISTRICT that Mrs. Roulo of Duluth has completed
her appointments of committce heads. The department heads have practically comple-
ted their respective outlines for the year's work, she added. The Department of
Efficiency in Government will hold a weekly course of lectures on "Taxation" in
November &nd a series of lectures on City Government including the City Manager Plar
in Februery; while the Department on International Cooperation to Prevent War has
weekly lecturee scheduled for January. The immediate work at hand in the distriet,
is to gct in better touch with the range women, by means of personzl visits which =1
being planned for September. She concluded with the plan of her district to pay th
state regularly each month. “If not the full guota, 2t lezst & definite amount at

a definite time", she said,
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Mrs. Glasoe reported for the THIRD DISTRICT the plan to uyse the di

- F I 1€ pl 8¢ ielogue on the
Child Labor Amendment at small gatherings, saying thesc groups were tEe potential
study groups of the coming year,

Miss Welle reported for Rochester in the FIRST DISTRICT that the Mayo Clinic study
group met with her at luncheon; where she promised them & study outline for this fal
end winter.

Mise Child read a letter from Monticello which reported an interesting meeting where
Miss Lawrence spoke on the Federal Education Bill.

State and County Fair Exhibits

Mrs. Collins reported for Mre. C. E. Shafer, county fir exhibit chairmen, on the

number of fairs where the League wcould be represented. She displayed the originel
posters designed by Mise Olive Boe, the National League posters and the fliers to

be used at a2ll fairs.

Mise Lusk said she would srrange to have a League exhibit at the Ramsey County Fair,
Aygust 26-29,

Mrs. Colby submitted tentative plans for the State Fair exhibit; in which exhibit it
viag decided to feature only such legislative needs as could be "supportcd" by printec
Leagye material - (to be available at the booth). Two such typee, namely Child
Labor, and Maternity and Infancy legislation, were approved for portrayal, as a way
to stimulate interest in voting, "keeping the importance of the vote the motif of th
exhibit, of course", she said.

Get-Out-The-Vote Campaign

The need of an immediate letter to local Leagues suggesting Get-Out-The-Vote acti-
vities for the next two months was mentioned by Miss Wells. She reported a recent
communication from Miss Sherwin mentioning the plan of the Americen Legion to carry
on Get-Out-The-Vote work through their local units this fall and suggesting that it
will be necessary to instruct local Leagues in regard to cooperation with Legion
posts.

The use of the National League vote posters on bulletin boards and in shop windows
was sugrested. Mrs. Ueland urged the house-to-house canvasgs as the most important
means of getting out the vote. Candidates' meetings were discussed and it was agree(
that classes for voters, even more elemental than the One Day Schools for Voters
held two years ago, would be valuable in local communities and in city wards.

Mrs. Spear expressed the opinion that the questionnaires stimylated candidetes to
take stock of themselves more conscientiously than they otherwise might and asked
if their answers would be made available to everyone interested. Mies Child said
that some of the replies mey be printed in the Voter and that any of them may be
geen at headquarters st any time.

The suggestion that there be a get-out-the-vote chairman was made and IT WAS VOTED
on motion of Mrs, Ramsey, secmd of Mrs, Glasoe, that such a chairman be appointed.
In the absence of sugpestions of suitable persons for the chairmanship, IT WAS VOTED
on motion of Mrs. Ueland, second of Miss Lusk, that the Executive Committee make

the appointment.

Reports of Department Chairmen

Mrs. Wittich reported for the EFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT department emphasizing the
importence of being informed about the Direct Primary now under heavy fire on
account of the exposures of great sums of money spent during the recent Pennsylvani
end Illinois primaries. She prefaced her account of these scandals by saying, "We
are not blind to the faults of the present primary system of nomination but we are
eware that the machinery of the old convention system could be manipulated with les
money and publicity". She also said that party politicians inside the machine are

fighting the primary harder than any other group of people.

She reviewed the situations in Pennsylvania end Illinois s=mying thet, in the case
of the former, state prohibition was emphasized’ms the issue and, in the latter,
the Yiorld Court. Both of these is:cues were used as smoke screens for the real one:
In Illinois, where some half 2 million was expended for the two senatorial candi-
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dates, more then two-thirds of the amount spent for the successful candidate,
Smith, viae contributed by three people representing the public utilities. Smith ie
president or cheirman of the public utilities commission in Illinois.

In the discussion that followed two of the defects in the present primary system
in Minnesota were reviewed: the system of filing, where almost anyone Wwho is a
citizen and has the small fee necessary to place his name on the ballot can do so;
and the fact that meny candidates are nominated by a plurality rather than a
majority vote, because the candidate gpetting the highest number of votes is
nominated. The former defeot might be remedied by petition filing; the latter by
requ iring = definite percentage vote of all the votes cast, before nominzation
could be declared.

Mrs. Wittich urged everyone to interview prominent people on this question which
is receiving so much unfavorable publicity now, in sn effort to have the primary
better understood,

Mrs. Ueland reported for the department of PUBLIC WELFARE IN GOVERNMENT that the
Legislative Council has now appointed three sub-committees which are working upon
groups of measures preparatory to action upon the final legislative program to be
recommended by the Council. There is one more meeting covering Child Welfare
measures before the Committee on Final Program is appointed by the Counecil to com-
plete the work.

The chair asked what action chould be taken to £ill the chairmanships of the com-
mittees on Child Welfare and Living Costs thet are now vacant. IT WAS VOTED on
motion of Miss Yonahan, secoond of Mrs. Spear, that theExecutive Committee be
authorized to appoint chairmen to these committees in the Department of Public
Welfare in Government.

In the sbsence of Mrs. Hargreaves there was no report from the department of
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION TO PREVENT WAR.

State Convention

Mrs. Wittich reported upon tentative plans for the convention program. There was
general discussion of ways of stimulating attendance at the convention from the
state at large,

Qther Business

The Eossibility of holding the next state board meeting in Faribault was mentioned

and *rs. Glasoe expressed a wich to have local League chairmen of the Third District
invited to attend if this plan proves possible. Miss Child was asked to communiocate
with the Paribault Leapgue and meke the neceéssary plans.

Miss Wells called the attention of board members to the new National League vest-
pocket edition of the Constitution, & most useful and convenient form for reference .

The meeting adjourned at 3:20 P. M.
Respectfyully submitted,

Ruth Gaege Colby, Seoretary
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i T f New
Through the courtesy of Mr. Henry W. Farnam of New
Haven, we have been able to cbftain a

his very interesting article in the Yale Review for

April., I am sending a copy of the reprint to you as

: ; =
one of those who mey appreciate seeing 1ite.

Sincerely yours,

Marguerite M. Wells,
President
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Dear

We are to have the pleasure of a two-day visit with Miss Elizabeth
Hauser, chairman of the Department of Efficiency in Government of the
Netional League, in Minneepolis, Monday and Tuesday, September 20 and
2l. The Minneapolis League will have a public luncheon at which she
will be the speaker on Monday, September 20, at 12:30 in the Gold
Room of the Hotel Radisson. We hope you will plan to attend this
luncheon and if you do, please telephone your reservation to the
Minneepolis Ieague, Atlantic 4268.

On Tuesday, September 21, Mrs. McKnight is enterteining at luncheon
8t her home in Ferndale for Miss Hauser at which time there will be
an informel conference for local Efficiency in Government chairmen
end a few others particularly interested in the work of this depart-
ment. ue very much hope that you will plan to attend this luncheon
because those of us who know Miss Hauser reslize what a rare privi-
lege thie opportunity is, to discuss with her the outstending
problems and items on this division of the League's program, such as
the Direct Primary.

Plesse notify League headquarters, Atlantic 1171, if you plan to
attend this conference, not later than Saturday morning, Se ptember
18. We shall be glad to furnish transportation from the office to
Ferndale if you will be here at 12:15 Tuesday.

Hoping to have an early and enthusiastic acceptance, I am

Cordially yours,

Mrs. Fo W, Wittich, Chairman
Department of Efficiency in Govt.
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Treasurer 's Report

Repart on Womean Voter Advertising
Report on Cooperation with the Woman Citizen
ORGANIZATION
Reports by District Chairmen
Communicat ions from local Leagues
DEPARTMENT REPORTS
International Cooperation to Prevent War
Effieiency in Government
Publiec Welfare in Government
CONVENTION
Frogram
Attendance
GET-OUT-THE-VOTE CAMPAIGN

OTHeR SUSINESS
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My dear Candidate:

The Lesgue of Viomen Voters is an unpartisan organization whose purpose 1is
the political education of women and the support of legislative measures
which it believes will contribute to the gensrel welfare and to the effi-
cient administration of agencies of goverament.

At the beginning of this year, the Minnesota League enlarged its monthly
publication, "The Womsn Voter"™, to include some advertising material and by
action of its executive bosrd, this policy has now been extended to political
sdvertising under the conditions and prices cutlined below.

In any issue of "The Women Voter" containing the political advertising of
cendidates, the League will publish a list of e nll the cannldates running
for wH:;evnr offices have been solicited regardless of which cendidates
avail themselves of the opportunity of buying spsce for advertising

To no candidete will more thean one-quarter of e page of space be_sold, and
candidetes desiring to have their nictures used must furnish their own cuts.,

The price for one-fourth of s pege of advertising space is $15.75; for one-
eighth, $9.00, end for one-sixteenth, $4.75,

The paid circulation of "The loman Voter" is 2400. 1In Minneapclis there are
800 subsecribers, in St. Paul 500 end in other perts of the state 1100.

We shall be pleesed to carry an advertisement of your cendida?y to office in
the October 15th or election issue of "The Women Voter", provided the :
accompanying order sheet together with copy me sterial and check gre received
at this office nct later than the 8th of Octobe

Very cincerely yours ,

w&m LURLLS

Marguerite M Wells,
President




ORDER BLANK

POLITICAL ADVERTISING IN THe OCTOBER ELBCTION ISSUE

THE MINNESOTA WOMAN VOTER
1639 Hernepin Avenue,

Minne&polis
Neme
Address

Amount of Space Desired

Size of full pege of advertising - 8 X 5% inches

Price of space:

One-fourth page $16.76
One-eighth page 9.00
One-sixteenth page 4,75

Copy for Advertisement

Make checks paysble to the Minnesotsa League of women Volers.

ter may be secured at the ra

Copies of the Vioman
5 cents

Single ¢ &8
In lots of 100 or more 5 cents
quantity, plesse ple

If you wish to order in g

ce your order by QOctober 8.
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My dear Local League Chairman: -

In my last letter I promised to send you suggestions for conducting a Yet-Out-
the-Vote campaign through your local Leasgue. I hope that you have been con-
ferring with your officers and board in the meantime and that you will find
these suggestions helpful in supplementing plans already underway.

Cendidates Meetings: Such meetings are a characteristic Leapgue contribution to
arousing interest at election time, not only in candidates but in issues.
Always be sure that every cendidate running for the same office has an equal
opportunity %o be heard.

Candidates Guestionnaires: The State League has sent questionnaires on sub-
jects of special interest to the League of Viomen Voters, to candidates for the
legislature and for state offices. We are now sending each lecal League copies
of replies received from legislative candidates in the district in which the
League is situated. We hope that you will wish to get in touch with those who
have not replied, to meke them see the value of supplying the information asked
for in the questionnaire. Please let us hear from you if you are sble to
secure additional replies.

You ere already familiar with the advantages of this
It always proves effective.

House to House Canvass:
way of resching all voters in your community,

Publicity in Preparation for Get-Out-the-Vote Drive
(1) Have e member of your board cell upon your newspaper editor to see if he
will help stimulate interest in voting by write-ups over a period of

days or weeks before the election on November 2nd. The League may
be able to assist by supplying vote slogans or other material (Send
for our Get Out the Vote Cempaign text-book - price 15 cents - for
suggestions of jingles and slogans).
(2) Arrange for treilers in the movie houses with a reminder of the duties
of voting, to be run during the week before eslection. This should
not be at League expense.
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(2) Place posters in the library, in the post office end in shop windows before
the election. A sample of the attractive Vote poster published by the
Naetional Lesgue is being meiléd to you under separate cover. Additionsl
copies cen be had at ten cents esch or three for 25 cents.

It may add interest to have some original Vote posters prepared by high
school children, and display the best of them.

(4) Plan for the distribution of fliers either in a house to house canvass or
in group meetings neesr the time of election. A sample of a flier is
enclosed which we cen supply at cost (35 cents per hundred).

Cooperation: I mentioned this subjeect in my former letter. I will just add that
the executive committee recommends the plan of cooperative Get-Out-the-Vote
luncheon that proved very successful in Minneepolis two years sgo. Officers of
the various orgenizations were invited to sit at the speakers'tsble, the Dean of
the Greduate School at the University was ssked to preside, and & short program of
talks was provided followed by & roll-csll of the organizations represented, at
which each pledged itself to Get Out the Vote within itsown membership. Excellent
publicity was given the event by the newspapers.

Classes for Voters: The State League is not attempting to conduct One Day Schools
for Voters throughout the state this year as it did in 1924, though it will be

gled to give advice and help in the way of suggested programs to any local League
thet may wish to arrange such a school with loeal speakers. The executive com-
mittee urges, however, that you make some plan for providing instruction in the
technique of voting through "Voter Classes" where women mey become familier with
election regulations es to marking ballots, etec., to meke them less timid about
going to the polls. We reslize more end more thsat unfamilizrity with the whole
process keeps meny women st home on election day who would bc conscientious voters.

I shell appreciste so much your letting me know which of these suggestions your
Lesgue will carry out.

We shell be ready to send you within a few days credentials for your delegates to
the state convention (in Duluth October 7th to 9th). I hope you are planning to
ettend yourself end get others to attend from your League.

Very sincerely youwurs,
A

.-—_2]7;._ é

Gl e ll-(}:,_/i‘;!' };1/__._. A ’J., ; ,5{ , r Yay
Marguerite M Wells,
President

EC cke
Encs.




Mr. H. M. Wheelock, Fergus Falls, Mrs. E. G. Quamme, St. Paul,

i i Executive
First Vice-chairman Chalrman Committee

Mrs. E. 6. Quamme
Mr. R. D. Underwood, Lake City, Miss Emily Child, Secretary Mrs. Josephine Sizer
Second Vice-chairman 1639 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis Mrs. David F. Simpson

MINNESOTA JOINT RATIFICATION COMMITTEE FOR THE
CHILD LABOR AMENDMENT

General Committee Members

September 17, 1926

Mrs. Virginia Blythe Miss Alice Kercher
Mrs. W. F. Decker Mrs. B. N. Kager
Father W. P. Driscoll Mrs. H. D. Kilgore
Mrs. John Elliott Mrs. Lyndon King

Mr. J. €. Garrison Miss Florence Kimball
Mrs. Robbins Gilman Mr. Edward Nelson
Miss Hilda M. Gippe Mrs. W, J. 0'Toole
Mr, John N. Greer Miss Ruth Rosholt
Mrs. H. €. Hanson Mrs. Dayvid F. Simpson

Prof, Willis M. West

My dear Committee Member:

State Organizations Represented

Miss Marguerite Owen, secretary of the group

American Association of University Women
Mrs. James 8§, King

Mrs. A, E. Bryngelson of national Crgenizations Associated for Ratification of

Congress of Parents and Teachers the Children's Amendment in Waahington, De. Ce; 18 to be

Mrs. E. G. Quamme, president
Mrs. G. H. Trafton, ehairman
Department Public Welfare

Mrs. M. S, Hirschfield in Minneapolis this week.

Legislative Chairman

Council of Churches A conference of the Minnesota Joint Retifica-
Mr, R. B, Blyth, Minneapolis
Mr. A. ¥ Mann, 3t Paul

tion Committee with Miss Owen is arranged for Tuesday

Council of Jewish Women

Kreiner morning, September 21, at ten o'clocks It will be held

derati B d
Proféssional Women's Clus at the headquarters of the League of Women Voters,
Mrs. Dema R, Harvey, president
s Nellie Jones,
tive chairman

1639 Hennepin Avenue, Minnespolis.

Federation of Labor

Mr. E. G. Hall, president We hope that nothing will interfere with

Federation of Women's Clubs

your being present on Tuesday morning to hear what Miss

Csther B

Bepartment Chite Woltas Owen can tell us and to contribute to the discussion.

Sincerely yours,

¢ Dieudonne, chairman - = L e . X
1fare Committee, o — Lttt ‘_~-C~7 X : i

Minnesota Committee on Social Legislation Emi ly Child 3
Mr. F. J. Bruno, chairman S eaore t’a ry

Minnesota Education Association
Mr. C. G. Schulz

Minnesota State Registered Nurses' Association
Mrs. Frederick Heln, legislative chairman

Women's Christian Temperance Union
Mrs sephine Sizer, president
Mrs, Myra Griswold, legislative chairman

Young Women’s Christian Association
Mrs. A. E. Zonne, Minneapolis
Mrs. John R. Brown, St. Paul
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Dear Legislative Council Member:

A meeting of the Legislative Council is called for Wednesday,
September 22, at 2:30 P.M. at League headquerters.

This is the fourth and last in the geries of meetings for
general discussion of measures before final scticn sn the legis-
lative program to be recommended for support in the 1927 sesgion
of the legislature,

Measures in the field of CHILD WELFARE will be under discussicn,
We are particularly fortunate in being eble to have for this
meetlng Miss Marguerite Owen, who is in close touch with the
Women's Joint Congresgional Committee in Was shington, comprising
the national organizations whose stete branches are represented
in the Legislative Council,

The Committee on Final Program will be named st this meeting and
reports will be called for from certain of the sub-committees
that have been at work on groups of measures referred from the
Council for special committee consideration.

We hope youy will surely plan to attend the meeting on Yiednesday.

Sincerely yours,

Cunil,, O

Emily Child,
Secretary
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Telephone: Atlantic 1171
StANDING CoMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

1 Dietrichson,

) sction of Women in Industry
Miss Isabel Lawrence, Education
Miss Florence Monahan, Legal Status of Women
Mrs. John M. Gaus,

5 Public Health and Social Hygiene
Miss Alice Kercher, Law Enforcement
Mrs. Andreas Ueland, Advisory Legislative Council

DEPARTMENT CHAIRMEN

Mrs. Richard T. Hargreaves,
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I am writing you as one of the women in the state who may be in-
terested in attending the state Convention of the League of Viomen
Voters in Duluth, October 7-9. I enclose s copy of the Woman
Voter carrying a preliminary program and extend to you a special
invitation to attend some or all of the sessions, described there.

A delegate's credential entitling you to participation in the con-
vention sessions is enclosed for your use. We are issuing &
limited number of credentials to a selected list of women whom we
would like to have meet with us from towns in the state where
there is no local League.

You will feel, I am sure, that the subjects and speeches are well
worth making an effort to hear. Legislative measures of interes%
to women recommended for suprort by the League in the coming
session of the legislature will be discussed in the Fr iday after-
noon and Saturdey morning sessions by the ablest speakers on
these subjects in the state. Outstanding features of the whole
program, &ou will note, are - the mass meeting Thursday evan;ng
et which candidates for governor in the three political parties
will speak, an evening on the Direct Primary Friday, and the Con-
vention Luncheon at the Duluth Hotel on Saturday with Mrs. James
W. Morrisson es spesker, & woman of the greatest charm and
ability, en inspiration to hesar.

Will you please let us know whether you can attend the Convention?
ie shall wish to see that you meet other delegates present and

heve an altogether pleasant snd worthwkile time.

Sincerely yours,

Marguerite M
Presiden
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September 21st,
1926

Deer Women Citizen Subscriber:

Almost & year has gone by szince you subscribed to the
Woman Citizen in connection with a subscription drive
under our auspices. We hope you have enjoyed the magazine
as much as we expected you to and that you wish to renew
your subsecription for enother year.

The Woman Citizen is meking & particularly generous offer
just now to allow us one dollar for every renewal es well
Bs for every new subscription received within the next
thirty days. We shall appreciate so much your sending in
your renewal through us, thus entitling us to a2 bonus of
one dollar for your subscription. Or send in your renew-
al direot, merely writing our name mcrosgs your renewal
blank. Your renewal will then be coredited as part of our
drive.

We hope that you may wish to contribute in this way to
the work of the Leapgue.

Sincerely yours,

Emily Child,
Executive Secretery
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My dear Local League Chairmen:
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Felephone: Atlantic 1171
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Mrs. Frederick W. Wittich, i
Efficiency in Government

Office Secretary
Mrs. Barry N. Collins

The state convention is to be held in Duluth, as you know, on Thursday, Friday,

and Seturday -~ October 7, 8, and 9.

I am sending you with thie letter creden-

tiael blenks for delepgates you are empowered to appeint for the convention.

YOUR DELEGATES :

In & previous letter I csuggested thet your League consider the

possibility of paying half the expenses of a delegate to represent your League
officially in this convention at which our legisletive program, for support in

the ocoming session of the legislature, is to be edopted.

I wieh that every

local Leaguwe president and as many additional officers and members of local
Leagues ag can, might attend.

adequately represented at the Convention sessions?

Mey we rely on you to see that your League is
It is only by meeting to-

gether in this wey thet we can gain the information end inspiration that we
need to carry out our work in the stats,

There is no part of the Convention that you can afford to migs but I wish to
call your attention particularly to the Friday morning session on Organization
and Get-Out-The-Vote at which we shall have a drametic representation of

"The Kight Kind" end "The lirong Kind" of a League meeting, followed by discus-
sion, We hope that every local League delegate present will take the oppor-
tunity to question and disouss the League polici€s emphaeized in the two

ekite".

Nothing could be more valuable than free and frank discussion of the

conorete questions that we shall introduce to you in this way.

We shall have on Friday afternoon a presentation of a Get-Out-The-Vote play-
let, written by Mrs. A« Jo MoGuire of St. Psul, for the uyse of the local
League groups in connection with the campaign to Get-O4t-The-Vote in the

November 2 election.
direoted to women voters,

your own community.

The discussion of legieslative issuyes, before the final vote on the

It is an entertaining as well as an effective argument
Come and s€e it es & preparation for offering it in

1e§islgtive

program on

Saturday morning, is an important part of the program and will give you an ex-
cellent background for League work during the coming yeer. The issue of the
Women Voter that has just been mailed to you gives further details about the

pProgrems
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ACCOMMODATIONS AND RAILROAD RATES: Pleacse let us know if we can help to arrange
for moderate priced esccommodations in Duluth for your delegates who may not have
friends or relstives there with whom they wish to stay. Convention headquarters
are in the Duluth Hotel, but we shall be glad to appecal to the local Hospitality
Committee for special arrangements for those that may not wish to pay hotel
rates,

A special railroad rate of $6,00 for the round-trip between the Twin Cities and
Duluth is offered for parties of twenty or more. Do not fail to let uys know of
delegates who will be passing through the Twin Cities s o that we may arrenge to
secure this rate for them as onc of a group.

NOMINATION OF OFFICERS: Mies Cornelis Lusk of St. Paul is chairman of the Nomi-
nating Committee this year. Please communicate to her eny swmggeestions you

have of possible candidates for vacant offices. Thec terms of the first vice-
president, secretary and treasurer expire this year, District chairmen in the
First, Third, Fifth, Seventh and Ninth Congressional Districts are to be
elected, We sleo have vacanciecs in the Sixth and Tenth Distriects.

HONOR ROLL FOR REPORT TO CONVENTICN: We shall announce the names on the
Honor-Roll of Leagucs with quotas paid for the current year. We chall want to
include 211 Leagues that plan to meke complete quota peyments before November
1, the beginning of the new fiseal yeer., Will you therefore let us know
whether you have definite plans for paying your quots - in case you have not
already done so ~ that will entitle your League to 2 place on the Honor-Roll.

Mey I urgently request that you call together immediately as mny of your
officers and members as possible to confer as to the appointment of delegstes,
eand to decide how to make sure of their attendance. I know that only in this
way cen you impress upon your dclegates the importance of their presence in
Dyluth. And I shsll hope very much that you youreself will find it possible to
come 2nd take psrt in the Convention,

Very sincerely youre,

# L L A

"VYAACE 4 o g na i e
' 4 P/‘:‘"f WA WAL '-‘f-__‘\_' B

(Y
Marguerite M, Wells,
President

Quota

Peyments to date
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RAILROAD RATES AND TRAIN SCHEDULES TO DULUTH

Special rate for party of 20 or more « « « .$6.00 round trip (within 3-day period)
) : 2 i W22 4620 « & & = % o BalE 0 5-day L0

Note: These rates are effective only from Minneapolis and St. Paul to Duluth.
Delegates end Convention visitors from the state at large, who pass through the
Twin Cities, will be included with a party, if they will send word to this

of fice in advance.

The NORTHERN PACIFIC and the SO0 LINE have combined in their service to Duluth.
Trains operating under the joint service, which we recommend to Convention delegates
and visitors are as follows:

Wednesday Lv.Mpls. 5:10 P.M. Lv.St. Paul 5:40 P.M. Ar.Duluth 9:40 P.M.
detober 7 11:50 P.M. 12:30 (midnight) (Thurs) 6:30 A.M.

We suggest the afternoon train to Dyluth ess first choice since the expense is
approximately the same for a berth on the Pullmen or & room &t the hotel. The
Pullmen rates are - Upper Berth, $2.40; Lower Berth, $3.00.

Those travelling under the $6.00 rate must return to the Twin Cities on a2 Soo
Line or Northern Pacific train on Saturdesy; the $8.12 rate entitles you to remain
over the week-end. The following return trein is suggested:

urdey Lv.Duluth 5:00 P.M. Ar.St. Peul 8:55 P.M. Ar.Mpls. 9:30 P.M.
pber 9

o
o8

Oc

t
t

RATES AT THE DJLUTH HOTEL ( CONVENTION HEADQUARTERS )

0 and up
n

Room, without bath, for one $
Room; with bath, for one

Room, without bath, for two

Room, with double bed and bath, for two
Room, with twin beds =snd bath, for two

th 3 &1 0D

..
no,mo o
O D990

o g

Pleage let us know if you wish a reservation at the hotel.

Dyluth League Hogpitelity

The Dyluth League has appointed Mrs. E. J. Kenny, 2815 Bast First Street, Duluth, as
Hospitality Chairmen for the Convention and offers to arrasnge for rooms in private
homes for thpse in sttendance at the Convention who prefer not to stay at the hotel.

PLEASE 'RITE US YOUR PLANS

Emily Child, Executive Secretary
. El [
Minnesota League of Jomen Voters
1839 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis
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September 27th,
1926

My dear Board Member:

The pre-convention board meeting %ill bc held in Duluth, at 9:00 A .M.,
Thursday, October 7, in Parlor A at the Duluth Hotel.

Miss Welle wishes you to know that there esre severel extremely impor-
tant questions to decide 2t this time in connection with the submis-
sion of the legislative program to the Convention. She is therefore
anxious to have & full attendance of board members at the meeting.

We are anx ouys to hcar from you whether you are planning to go te
Duluth, by what route, and at what time you [ arrive, Retes
and trein schedules are shown on the attache e Hotel retes ere
also listed., I chall be glad to makc hote 1 vations for you if
youy will write me immedietely.

Wlss W feels particularly dependent upon the board this year for
ring attendance at thc convention. Will you try to
meny women =8 you can in going to Duluth and plan to take
one friend with you? Miss Wells feels that it is only with
support of this kind from the board that the Convention can be the
success it should be. The Convention progrem is ss excellent as it
has been in the past when our only regret has been that more women
were not in ettendance.

count on you for the days of the Convention in Duluth?

Sincerely youre,

Emily Child,
Executive Secretary
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DIRECTORS
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. C. P. Noyes, St. Paul
;. W. H. Thorp, Minneapolis
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My deer Legisletive Council Member:

OFFICERS

President
Miss Marguerite M. Wells

First Vice-President
Mrs. Frederick W. Wittich

Second Vice-President
Mrs. A. J. McGuire

Third Vice-President
Mrs. Sumner T. McKnight

Secretary
Mrs. Woodward Colby

Treasurer
Mrs. Harold G. Cant

Executive Secretary
Miss Emily Child

September 28th,

182 6

Telephone: Atlantic 1171
StaNDING CoMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

Mrs. Gerhard Dietrichson,
y Protection of Women in Industry
Miss Isabel Lawrence, Education
Miss Florence Monahan, Legal Status of Women
Mrs. John M, Gaus,
) Public Health and Social Hygiene
Miss Alice Kercher, Law Enforcement
Mrs. Andreas Ueland, Advisory Legislative Council

DePARTMENT CHAIRMEN

Mrs. Richard T. Hargreaves,

International Co-operation to Prevent War
Mrs. Frederick W. Wittich,

Efficiency in Government

Office Secretary
Mrs. Barry N. Collins

The finel meeting of the Legislative Council to take
action uypon the .measures that will be reported by the
Committee on Final Program for inclusion in the legis-
lative program is called for FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1, at

2:30 P. M, at League Headquarters.

The Committee on Final Program consists of Mrs. John
M. Guise of St. Paul, chairmen, Mrs. Louis Michaud of
St. Payl, Mrs. C. M. Denny, Mrs. J. M. Gaus and Mrs.

Israel Kreiner of Minnezpolis.

The Committee will

meke its report 2nd we hope for 2 full attendance of
Council members to meke the very important decision

as to the final content of the program to be recommen-
ded for support by member organizetions in the coming
session of the legislature.

Sincerely yours,

Emily Child, Secretary
Legislative Council
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September 27th,
1926

The State Convention of the League of Women Voters is to
eet in Duluth on Thursdey, Friday and Saturdey, October 7th to 9th.
We wish to extend to you & speciel invitation to attend some or
all of the Convention sessions.

The aim of the League is to create an interested, informed
body of voters and the program of the Conventlon is planned with

this purpose in mind. Current legislative issues will be explained
by interesting and authoritative speskers in the daytime sessions.
The evening meetings will be of perticular interest to men as well
as to women. There will be a CANDIDATES' MEETING on Thursday even-
ing at which candidates for governor will speak. The Friday evening
meeting will feature THE DIRECT PRIMARY. These and all other Con-
vention sessions are open to the public.

Another outstanding feature of the program is the CONVEN-
TION LUNCHEON in the Hotel Duluth Ballroom on Saturday, with Mrs.
James W. Morrisson of Chicago as speaker. Mrs. Morrisson is vice-
president of the National League of Women Voters, and president of
The Illinois League, & woman of the greatest charm and ability,
whom it will be an inspiration to hear.

Please let us know whether you will attend the Convention
in order that we may do whatever is possible to make your attendance
pleasant and worth while.

Sincerely yours,

MRS. CHARLES 8. ROULO

President
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The Minnesota League of Women Voters will hold its Annuel State
Convention in Duluth on Thursdey, Friday and Satl October 7 - 9+ As
cheirman of the Eighth District, I wish axtend b« gpécial invita-
tion to attend some or all of the 1 gessio

The aim of the League i: G .
of voters and the program of the Convention i with this purpose
in mind, Current legislative : be expleined by interesting and
authoritative speakers in the deytime 8 seions, The evening meetings will
be of particular interest to men &s well as to women, There will be a
CANDIDATES' MEETING on Thursdey evening at which candidetes for governor
will speak. The Friday evening meeting ] the DIRECT PRIMARY.
These and all other Convention sgeseions public.

Another outstanding feature of the program is the CONVENTION
LUNCHEON in the Hotel Duluth Ballroom on Ssturdey, with Mra. Jemes W.
Vorrisson of Chicago ss speaker. She is g/woman of the greatest cherm ancd
sbility, whom it will De o h (Luncheon tickets §1.00)

Convention headquarters be in the Hotel Duluth. Duluth
somen have offered to open their homes to those who do not ocare to stay at
hotel. Mrs. E. J, Kenny, 2815 , First Street, Duluth, is the Hos-
pitality Committee chairmen and will see that you are given & room if you

will write her.

I em particularly enxicus that a large group of women from the
Eighth District may ettend the Convention and help make it & success, e
mill do whatever is possible to make your attendance pleasant and worth-
while, Please let me know if you expect t® attend and whether you would
14ke a regervation for the Saturday luncheoin

Sincerely yours,

Eighth District Chairman
Mrs. George H. Speear Eighth District Chairm
2215 East Fourth Street
Duluth, Minnesota




MINUTES OF THE LEGISLATIVE CEUNCIL MEETING
Wednesday, September 22, 1926
2:30 P.M.

Sresent: Mre, Ueland, presiding, Miss Wells, Miss Vance, Mrs. Guise, Mre. Denny,
Mre. Caswell, Mjge Lewrence, Mrs. Wittich, Miss Kercher, and Miss child. There were
8lso present Miss Nellie Merrill of Minneapolis and Miss Merguerite Owen, secretary
of Legiclation and Law Enforcement in the steff of the National League of Women
Voters,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and eapproved,

Miss Child reed o communication from Judge Hall reporting upon his inguiry into the
question of the need of an amendment to the Mothers' Pension Law to include among
those eligible to receive county allovances, wives of men committed to the Instity-
tion for the Feeble-minded in Faribeults' Judge Hall stated thet the records of the
state Children's Bureay show only three cases over a2 period of two years past that
would come under such a provision of the law and in only one of the three instances
were the home conditions such as ts Justify the maintenance of the children in the

home ,

Report of the Sub-Committee on Eduocationsl Measures

Miss Lawrence reported thet her committee met with s representative of the state de-
partment of education in July and agreed to recommend to the Council the following
measures for inclusion in the legislative program:

Appointment of the County Superintendent of Schools by a County Board of Education

Revision of the Teachers' Retirement Fund law in accordance with the proposals sub-
mitted at the last legislatuyre

Teachers' Tenure - as a measyre to insure stability in the teaching force for the
benefit of the children in the public schools

Provision for an eight months® school term instead of seven

Amendments to the Supplemental Aid Bill changing the districts eligible to receive
aid from those with a twenty mill to those with a fifteen mill tex levy for
schools; and increasing the amount of sid paid from forty dollars to fifty dollars
per pupil

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Kercher, seoond of Miss Lawrence, that the above
measures be referred to the Committee on Final Progrem. It was agreed that Mre,
Wittich should confer with Mies Lewrence in regard to the changes in the Supplemen~
tal Aid Bill end should be prepared to comment upon the expenditures involved when
the educetional measyres are again under discussion in connection with the report of
the Committee on Final Program,

The cheirman introduced Miss Owen to report upon the latest developments in connec-
tion with the federsl appropriation under the Sheppard-Towner Act and support by
national orgenizastions of ratification of the Child Labor Amendment ,

op_the question of the ame ndme nt,
Miss Owen said Ahat no federal measyre has ever had the support of so mny of the

orgeanizetions represented in the Women's Joint Congressional Committee in Washington.
The special sub-committee formed under the title "Organizations Associated for Rati-
fication of the Child Labor Amendment" has also in its membership organizations not
included in the Joint Committee. Since the campaign for retification two years ago.
all the large national organizetions originally fupporting the smendment have re-
affirmed their support with the exception of the American Federation of Business and
Frofessional Women's Clube which has referred the question to ite local groups for
study. The effort in all the organizations is to continue the education of the mem-
bership so that the factes will be known to individusal memberes gs they were not two
Years ago.

State legislation affecting child labor since June 1924 wes reviewed by Mies Owen

%ho called attention to the fact that legislative improvement such as there has been
was obteined against the opposition of the¢ same forces that fought the Child Labor
Amendment. At the same time bad legislation introduced in such states as Massachy-
setts has had to be fought by friends of the amendment. Very little real progress ir
standards of state chilg labor legislation has come in spite of the pressurc resylt-
ing from the campaign for ratification. If a1l fear of such an smendment is removed ,
it seems certain thet no further improvement can be looked for in the fyture, and
even that we mey lose the geins already made.

In reply to a question as to the effect upon enforcement of stete child labor laws c¢
the opposition campaign to the amendment, Miss Owen caid that it is difficult to




ocheck on this but that we have the fact that state enforcement orirvioie —u-

heve federal legislation as a stimulus to observance of state laws., It seems to be
true thet state enforcement improved during the operation of the two former federszl
lews regulating child labor. In fact state sction in this field of legislation was
nelped rather then hinderedby the federal laws.

ilizs Oven then discussed the fate of the appropriation bill for infancy and maternity
viork under the Sheppard-Towner Act in the United States Senate. She stated that the
only roll-call teken.was on the question of discussing the measure and that the two
Minnesota esenators voted affirmatively at that time., Opponents of the provision for
8 tuo-year extension of the appropriation talked the measure to death. It retains
its place on the calendar, however, and will come up early in the session starting
December 6, It is to be hoped thet it will receive favorable action at that time and
not be postponed until later in the session when it would be necegsary to include it
in the deficiency appropriation bill, thus delaying federal action until after many
of the state legislatures have met,

Report of the Committee on Protective Legislation for Women in Industry

Miss Kercher reported the following recommendstione:

That an amendment be introduced to the Minimum liage Law defining minor as a person
under 21 years of age, providing that the attorney-general advises that such an
amendment would be constitutional.

IT WAS VOTED that this amendment be referred to the Committee on Final Program with
the reservation as to action suggested by Miss Kercher.

That the fifty-four Hour Lew 2s passed by the 1923 legislatyre be proposed for re-
enactment,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mies Wells, second of Mrs. Caswell, that this proposal be
referred to the Committee on Final Program.

That 2 bill for One Day Rest in Seven for both men 2nd women be gupported by the
Council,

A motion vwas made by Miss Lawrence, seconded by Miss Vance, to refer this measure to
the Committee on Final Program. After diecussion in which it was recognized that it
is imperative to shorten instead of lengthen the legislative program for recommendaw
tion this year, the motion was put by the cheirmen end failed to carry.

That no bill be introduced providing for the appointment of a woman on the Indus-~
trial Commission but that the state Convention of the League of Women Voters be
aegked to appoint 2 committec to c2ll upon the governor and urge the appointment of
& women to the first vacancy occurring.

Report of Committee on Amendment Proposed to Strengthen Carnival Law

Miss Percher reported the recommendation of the committee that the Council refer to
the Committee on Final Program an amendment to the law providing for the state grant
of money to local fair associstions, providing thet failure to comply with the Iti-
nerant Carnival Law should render the local group ineligible to receive state money.
The committee recommended that "the officers of such associations be required to in-
corporate in their reporte to the public examiner & sworn statement that the condi-
tions in the law have been met; and that a forfeiture clause be edded affecting
those vihose sworn statements have been found untrue". Miss Kercher explained that
this amendment would have no effect upon ascociations observing the Carnival Law,

Mrs. Caswell reported having talked with a state officer of the American Legion and
with a member of the lew facuylty at the University. both of whom thought well of
such an amendment, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Wells, second of Mrs. Denny, that
it be referred to the Committee on Finel Program.

Mies Wells reported a letter from Miss Chase of the Women's Cooperative Alliance
proposing action by the Council upon an amendment to the Sodomy Law to extend the de
finition of the types of cases covered. It wmas agreed, after discussion, that such =
change in the law could be handled best by enforcement officisle and ggencies in
close touch with the facts. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs., Caswell. second of Miss
Vance that the secretary write Miss Chase to this effect.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Kercher, second of Misg Lewrence . that the Committee
on Final Program be nsmed by the chair, to start work immedietely. The Committee wa
named a2s follows: Mrs. J M Guise, Mrs. Isreel Kreiner, Mrs. Louis Michaud, Mrs. ¢ M
Denny, Mrs J M Geus.

The sub-committeec on Child Welfare measures was also named by the chair to consis?

Mise Vance, Mrs, Elliott, Mrs. Denay. _
Tne meeting adjourned at 4:30 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,
Emily Child, Secretary
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to attend the Convention of the

League of Women Voters in Duluth, October 7 to 9, are you not? I
do hope so. Your chesirman has, no doubt, told you of the program
and you have read it in the recent iesue of the Woman Voter.

Yoy will recall that there are cegeions of unusual interest: the

evening meeting on Thursday, at which the
will speak, the Friday evening
the Seturday noon luncheon with Mrs.
e woman of great charm and ability, as gspeaker.
playlets: "The Family Takes Notice",
League Meceting" and "Getting-Out-The-Vote".
ie the discussion by able speakers of legis-
m recommendcd for Convention action.

part of the businese
lative measures in.the progra

Convention headquarters will be in the Hote

candidates for governor
meeting on the Direct Primary, and
Jomes W Morrisson of Chicago,

Then, there are

"The Right and Wrong Kind of
And s very important

1 Duluth. Duluth women

have offered to open their homes to those who do not cere to stay

at an hotel. Mrs.

Kenny, 2815 East Firet Strcet, Duluth, is

the Hospitality Committee cheirman end vill see that you are
given a room if you will write her.

I am especially anxious to s€e you in Duluth
the Convention program in a lettcr.
ing can you appreciste it and rea
give to local Leaguc

I can only suggest
I know that only by sttcnd-
lizc whet an impetus it will

work in your community. Apply to your League

cheirman for s crcdential, which she ie ready to give you, 2nd
write us go thet we may do everything possible to meke your atten-
dance worthwhile. And, as en sftertheught, do bring other women

with you.

~“§7’Mf‘v A,Q:;\:i AEN

Sincerely yours,

Jh v, R

Merguerite M Wells,
FPregident
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of Women Voters has many subjects of interest to

of fer to Minnesota women at the coming State Convention on Thursdey,
Fridey and Saturday, October 7, 8 and 9 at the new Hotel Duluth in

Duluth.

Meny friends of the League, whether members or not, are still

unacquainted with its comprehensive program of work.

Because we went

you to become more fylly sware of the value of the League as a laborae-
tory for the study of political guestions and es & real force for good
goyvernment, we earnestly hope you will attend this convention.

Two gessions of unusual interest are the evening meeting on

Thursdey, October 7,
Christianson, Republican; Alfred Jacques, Democrat;

at which the candidates for Governor - Theodore
and Magnus

Johnson, Farmer-Labor - wWill speak, and the luncheon Seturday noon,

Oetober 9, with Mrs. James

Illinois League and
Voters, as speaker.

To lighten

backed at the next legisl
1

%, Morrisson of Chicago, president of the
vice-president of the Netional League of Women

ous business of adopting the
ve session, three playlets

the

™1

21
at

i
i

"pne Family Tekes Notice", "The Right and %rong Kind of Leag
Meeting" and "The Voter's Dream" .

Each year the League attracts an incre
equipped for study a

f f women
nd for service in its varioue departments and we

hope to widen this circle greatly this year.

Me

MW ms

v we look for you in Duluth?

Sincerely yours,

. '\-
Marguerite
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My dear Local League Chairman:

October 7 is only a little better than a week off, and 1 know you hope,
as I do, that delegates from your League are arranging to be in Duluth
et thet time. Aren't you planning to be there yourself? Nothing would
please me more than to see you there end have your help in making our
Convention & real success. We need you especially for the Friday morn-
ing session on Organization end Get-Out-The-Vote which will be an ex-
perience meeting for locel Leagues. But we hope to have you for gll
three worthwhile days of Convention.

The sdvisory Legislative Council of the League has been gt work upon
the legislative program that it will recommend for adoption at the Con=~
vention. Final action upon it will be taken on Friday of this weeke. I
will then send you immediately the proposed program in order that you
mey call 2 conference of your board or members on Tuesday, October 5,
to discuss it together for the benefit of your delepates who will vote
uypon it in the Convention.

By this time, perhaps, you have put before your League membership the
question of Convention attendance, and perhape have arranged to pay

part of the expenses of a delegate. To agsist you in interesting women
in the Convention, I have written & letter to certain women in your com-
munity who, we hoped, might plan to go. I am enclosing the names of

the women to whom it was sent. I do not feel the letter to be complete,
however, unless you sec these women personally. Mey I request that you
do this &nd write me your success? And tell me of other women who

might attend so I may write them, if you feel that to be helpful,

I am looking forwerd to a splendid Convention, with your League repre-
sented.

Sincerely yours,

MMN ms Merguerite M. Wells,
Encs. President




PROPOSED LEGISIATIVE FROGRAM
For Action at the Annual State Convention

MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
October 7-9, 1926

EDUCATIONAL MEASURES

Appointment of the County Superintendent of Schools by a County Board
of Education to be elected by district school officers

Revision of the Teachers' Retirement Fund Law to place it on a sound
financial bagzis

Increase of the legel school term from seven to eight months
Changes to improve the Supplemental Aid Law

Provision for Teachers® Tenure

CHILD WELFARE MEASURES
Reaffirming support of the Child Labor Amendment

Support of an appropriation to assure the continuance of maternity
and infancy work

Support of an appropriation to provide for a refund to counties of
one-third of the amount expended under the Mothers® Pension Law,
for allowances to mothers in the last biennium (July 1, 1925 %o
June 30, 1927)

MARRIAGE LEGISLATION

Changes to improve the Marrisge Law

LOCAL LEAGUES?Y

BE SURE TO SEND A REPRESENTATIVE TO DULUTH TO VOTE UPON THIS PROGRAM




MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

Proposed Budget for year November 1 9 2 6 to November 1 9

ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES

e+ S—

Convention Expenses

Extension of Orgznization in State
Selary of Orgenizer $1 800,00
Trevelling expenses of organizer 800,00
Travelling expenses of district chsirmen 400.00
3 000.00

Educational Material
Women Voter
Office Expenses
Of fice Maintenence (Rent, telephone, telegraph, etc.) $800.00

Of fice Supplies (Stationery, stamps, etecs) 600.00
General Expense (Clipping service, subscriptions, etc.)150.00

15560,00

Of fice Selaries

Quote to National Leesgue of Women Voters

ESTIMATED RECEIPTS

Quotes from Locel Leagues

Women Voter subscriptions

Sale of Printed Material

Quota to National League of Women Voters

One half of Joint Finance Memberships secured in Minneapolis
Women Citizen Drive

To be raised by Finance Committee

A

% 000.00
500.00

800.00

1 560,00
4 500400
1 944.00

$12 294,00

7 000,0C
850,0C
200,CC

1 944.0C
600,00

100,00

1 600,00

$12 294.00




TREASURER'S REPORT

Eleven Months! Period ~ Liovember 1, 1926 - September 30, 1926

Receinis Disbursements

Balance November 1, 1925 $478.52
Quotas from Local Leagues b 300.58
Miscellaneous 20,92
Donations 114,80

One half of Joint Finance Memberships
from Minneapolis 937 .50

Netional Quota 966,00 &1 966,00
Women Citizen 70.70
Woman Voter T42 .20
Educational Material 239,07
Convention and Instituyte 5171
"The Last Word" 196.85
Extension of Orgenizaetion in Stsate
Selary of Organizer 275.00
Travelling expenses 369,85
Office Salaries 844,23

Office Expense 164.75

General Expense 89.9

10 118.80 619,98

Belance September 30, 1926 4908 .82

$10 118.80 3 118.80




WHAT EVERY LEAGUE SHOULD KNCW

AN ORGANIZATION PLAY

of &2 Local League in Minnesota

The Delegates

SCENARIOD

Attached is 8 semple agenda sent by state headquarters
to local Leagues., A regular monthly local League

The ettached sgenda is followed, Under

ucl

those problems of procsdure and policy that, during

of League history, have been found to be o

grge and small The eolutions sypggested here are
experience has developed, There are thirty-three

drematis personse, Discussion is also desired f m those

present to whom no parts nave been egggigned in advance
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Minnesota Leegue of Women Voters,
1639 Hennepin Avenue, Minneanolis

-~

January 1 9 2 €

ERTINGS

Minytes of previous meeting

Report of the irescurer

Reoort on new members and Woman Voter subseriptions

Reading of communications from State League heslquarters

Action taken if eslled for in letter

Items of locel business

Further Business

(This is to give an opnortunity for bringing up
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- THE MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

EIGHTH ANNUAL CONVENTION
Duluth, October 7-9, 1926
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EDUCAT1ONAL MEASURES

County Board of Education

A bill providing for the 2ppointment of the county superintendent of schools by
county boards of educstion wes introduced into the last session of the legislature
but failed to pess., The proposal is that there c¢hell be 2 county board of education
of five members in—eseh esuntyerected—by the district-school officers assembled in—
snnuel-eonvention, Lt is proposed that this board chall take over all educstional
matters now handled by the board of county commissicnere eapd in addition shell
eppoint the superintendent,

The adventages to be looked for under this plan are that the county superintendent
would be relieved of the necescsity of conducting & campsign for election every two
yearse <This resulte in his having to divert time end attention from school affairs
and in hie becoming politically involved in ways thet handicep him in the perfor-
mence of his official duties. The proposed plan asesures the county superintendent
the advice and help of a2 board devoted to the educational interests of the county,
It mekes possible the choice :f oble, professional educstors irrespective of their
regidence in the county. It means lltt1€ or no extre cost to the tax payer.

1

Teachers' Retirement Fund

The pregsent law governing pasyment of pensions to teachers was enscted in 1915. It
wae prepered in response to & demand for some form of pension plaa for teachers
throughout the state., Minnesapolis, St. Paul and Duluth had already establighed
systems epplying to their own teachers, The theory of a teachers' insurance and
retirement fund supported jointly by payments from teachers and from the state, is
based upon the value to the state of attracting able individuals to its teaching
positions and of holding them in the profession as one offering an assured future.

In Minnesota the pensions of five hundred dollare a year provided for by the 1615
law heve never been paid in full. The fund is insolvent owing to inadequate pro-
yigions in the law to supply the necessary income. It has been possible to pay
only 40% of the smounts due to retired teechers, To remedy this situation, & bill
wes introduced in the 1923 legislature and agein in the 1926 legislature providing
for certain changee in the law and for en increase in the tex levy to secure the
necessery funde. The bill failed of pasgsage and will probably be re-introduced in
substantially the same form in the coming session of the legisleture.

Changes in State Aid to Increase School Term to Eight Months

A bill to increase the legel term in the public schools of the state from six to
seven months wes introduced into the 1923 legisleture, with the support of the
League of Women Voters, gnd became 2 law, The good results of this inerease in the
sohool term have been marked. Only ‘3.6 per cent of pupils in the public schools of
the state are in schools Wﬁlﬂtﬁlr 'd for seven monthe only; 76 per cent have 8 nine
months! or more school ‘erm and the rémainder have an eight monthe' term. Some
twenty thousend childrem in the state are represented in the 3.6 per cent of pupils
in schools with & zeven months' term. It is this group that will be benefited by
the proposed change in aid that will %end to lengthen the school year by incressing
aid to eight—monthe' schools and nlthloldlng certain sid from sevenmonthes* schools,

A-‘Lﬁv [V Lm«.: Ul M) & :{MKE\J(DLW
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Changes to Improve the Supplementz2l Aid Law

The present law provides, by an ame¢ndment passed in 1923, for payment of supplementa)
aid in eny echool district in which 2 tex levy of 20 mille does not yield the equi-
valent of $40 for each pupil who hes attended the publio school of the district et
least forty days during the school year. This amendment marked an epoch in Minne-
sota school aid distribution. Before this, state sid had persistently flowed to the
richer parts of the state,

To improve further the administration of state 2id in the interest of equalizing the
educational opportunity for children in the poorer school districts; certein amend-
ments ere propos€d for support in the coming legislature. Their adoption will con-
stitute recognition of the responsibility of the state to provide equal educationsl
opportunities for its children.

Provision for Teachers' Tenure

The proposal for a Teachers' Tenure bill is mede to ascsure stability in the teaching
force for the benefit of children in the public schools of the state, It ic pro-
posed that the bill shall apply to the three first-claess cities and shall include a
provision for 8 threewyear probetionery period during which teachers may be dis-
missed without reference to the standards set by the bill. It would require that,
at the end of the three-year period, teachers are still subject to dismissal but
only for cause and in accordance with a special procedure including s hearing by the
board of educztion and representation by legel counsel. It is thought that such &
meagure would raise the morale of the teaching group by giving permanence and
gtability to their situation,

CHILD WELFARE MEASURES

Support of the Child Labor Amendment

Ratification of the Child Labor Amendment in the last session of the legislature was
cefeated with only two votes to spare in both the House and the Senate, It is felt
thet further progress in state Child Labor legislation as well as adequate enforce-
ment of existing state child Lebor Laws will be handicapped if support of the
federal emendment a2s proposed by Congress in June 1924, should be abandoned.
Minnesota, ms 2 state with good Child Labor laws, iz one o thoege that should
support the amendment to empower Congress to set minimum standards below which no
state may fall.

support of an Appropriation for Maternity and Infancy Work

The federal Sheppard-Toviner Act passed by Congress in November 1921, provided for

federal e2id to stetes, apportioned on the bagis of population, to match appropria-

tions mede by states for infancy and maternity work. In addition it provided for an

outright gift of $5000 to stetes supporting the provisions of the act. Funds were

provided by Congrese for 2id to states over = five-year period from June 50, 1922 te |
June 30, 1527. |

A bill to extend the federal appropriation for an additional two years' perisd
passed the fouse April 5, 1926, but wes not voted upon in the Senste . The bill
retaine 1te place on the Senste calendar for the re-convened session of Congress on
December 6, and it is hoped thet favorable sction will then be taken.

Minnesote was one of the first states to accept the offer of federal aid. The

stete program of work ynder the act dates from July 1, 1922, federal funds having
become availeble in March of the same year., The legislature of 1923 eppropriated
$15,000 a year fo; 1925-1924, an amount insufficient to secure the meximum federsl
aid evailable to Minnesota, The 1925 legislature raised the appropriation to
$21,000 a year, thus securing the meximum federal sllotment. Minnesots has glso had
the federal gift of $5000 each year provided to states sccepting the act.
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is important to notc that the fund for Sheppard-Towner work is the emallest
€m in the totel budget of more then 4% million dollars received by Minnesots in
ederal aid during the year 1225. The federal eid for infancy 2nd maternity work
amounted to .6% of the total federal eid in comparison with 67.5% received for
highways; 22% for national guard; 9,2% for education; and .7% for forests and fire
prevention.

eppropriation t5 agsure the continuance of the excellent work administered by
pertment of Child Hygiene of the Minneeote State Board of Health will he
from the 1927 legislature.

Appropristion for Refund under Mothere' Pension Law

The lew providing that the state ehall refund to counties one-th.rd of the expendi-
tures for county sllowances %5 mothers under the so-called Mothers' Pension Law

vag enacted in the legislature of 1917, Succeeding legislatures have failed to pro-
vide the necessary appropriatione to permit the refund to counties gccording to law.

The purpsse of the refund provision is to make it possible for the state to recom-
mend standards to be observed by 211 counties in the state operating under the law,
to assure the best use of lacal end state funds made available for this purpose

and to equadize the opportunity of children throughout the state. The intent of the
law in this respect is seriously hampered by feilyre of legielatures meeting since
1017 to provide the necessery appropristions to permit the refund to counties
accordime to law,.

A request will be presented to the next legislature for an appropriation to cover
only & refund to counties of one-third of the smount expended during the past
biennium (1925-26),

<2
-
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nges to Improve the Marriage lLew

posed merriage code containing important changes from the existing Merriage
wes introduced into the 1925 legislature byt failed of passage. A bill or bills
ing the Minnesota Marriage Law up to date and make it conform to progressive
for this type of legislation will be introduced again into the 1827

= om o+ e

Chenges incorporated in the bill as presented in the last legislatur
of which will be presented to the 1927 legislature, sre:

1) the sbolition for the future of common law merriages by req
licensing and celebration for 21l valid marriages,

provision for raising the age 2t which women shall be capable of contracting
marriage, with or without consent of parents, from 15 to 16 years,

requirement that both parties to the license mys ar before the license
officer at come time before the license i

provision for a2 five-day waiting peried between the application for and the
igsuance of the license,

provision that among thoze ineligible to contract legal merriage shall be
<

included habitual drunkards, persons afflicted with venereal digsesa
pereons using narcotic drugs, The suggestion has been made that in
eddition it is desireble to require license clerks te "take judicisl notice"
of information submitted to them on €pileptic, feeble-minded and insane
persons who are nst permitted to warry under the existing law; and pro-
viding for a penalty for non-observance of such & regulation.

e, and




Amendment to Minimum Wage Law

The Minimum Wage Law was enacted by the legislature of 1018. 1Its operation was
held up until March 1918 by a restraining order obtained by the Minnesota
Employers' Association on the ground that the law was unconstitutional. At that
time the Suoreme Court of Minnesota decided in favor of the constitutionality of
the law and it became operative.

In March 1921 the duties of the Minimum Wage Commission in administering the law
were taken over by the newly created Minnesota State Industrial Commissisn. Great
progress was mede in the years from 1918 to 1925 in educetion directed to an
understanding of the law by employers and by the general public.

The law as it spplies to sdult women ceased to be enforced by the State Indus
Commission after June 1925, following certain decisions of the U. 5. Supreme
’ g f
; a : L, . U im
and of the Minnesota Supreme Court which are reviewed in an article on "lhe

trial
Court

Minimum Wage Situation in Minnesota" published in the Minnesota Woman Voter for
March 1926.

An amendment to the Minimum Wage Law is recommended to provide that the word
"minor" in the law shall be defined to be a person under 21 years of age. Such an
amendment would give women workers protection for three additional years and would
serve to remove one of the legal diseriminations against women which still remain
on the statutes, It would make the age of majority for women under this law the
same as for men.




Mirnesota League of Women Voters
+629 Hennepin Ave,, Minneapolis
Jetober, 1 9 2 6

EFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT
I
Reaffirming its belief in the gsimplication of state edministrative
departments, the Department of Efficiency in Government recommends the support of
further legislation to strengthen the existing law within the stendards adopted by
the Minnesota League of Women Voters' Convention in 1924,

l. Legislation that will effect further congolidation of state
departments in order to eliminate waste and duplication and
to make clearer the responsibility of the governor for depart-
ments over which he has appointive power,

2e Legislation that will strengthen the executive budget proce-
dure now in operation.,

3s Legislation that will make possible improved personnel
administration so that:

2. There will be stendardized titles baged upon the
actual duties of the various pogitions in the publie
service;

b. There will be equal pay for equal work;

¢e There will be s guarantee of regruitment and promo-
tion through merit in line with the best personnel
standards of public and private employment.,

II

Believing that the Direot Primary is the most representstive method of

nominating candidates to office yet devised, the Efficienoy in Government Depart-

ment recommends that the convention vote to:
1. Oppose any legislation thet would abolish the Direct Primsry;

2. Favor legislation providing for improvement of the existing
primery law,

S« Oppose any legislation that would reestablish the former
convention system of nominating candidates to offige.




Mirnespolis

EFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT
1
Reaffirming ite belief in the cimplication of state administrative
departments, the Department of Efficiency in Government recommends the sup-
port of further legislation to strengthen the existing law within the stan-
dards adopted by the Minnesote League of Women Voters! Convention in 1924,

ls Legislation that will ef further consolidation of
state departments in order to eliminate waste and duplica~
tion and to make clearer the regspongibility of the
governor for departments over which he has appointive
power,
Legislation that will strengthen the executive budget pro-
cedure now in operstion,

Legislation that will meke possible improved personnel
administration so that:

4, There will be standardized titles based upon the
actual dutics of the various positions in the
publio service;

There will be equal pay for equal worlk;

There will be a guarantee of reoruitment and pro-
motion through merit in line with the best ;
personnel standards of public and private employ-
ment.

II
Believing that the Direct Primary is the most representative
method of nominating candidates to office vet devised, the Efficiency in
Government Department recommends that the convention vote to;

l. Oppose any legislation that would ebolish the Direct
Primary;

Oppose any legislation thst would reestablish the former

convention system of nominating oendidates to office.
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I want to express to you the appreciation of the state

board of the League for your generous service in atten-
dence at our State Fair Exhibit this year.

You mey be interested to know that approximately 500
pieces of material were sold during the week of the Fair
and more than 5000 fliers distributed. A list of 146
interested visitors was secured and will prove of great
value in connection with our work in the state.

We feel that our exhibit this year lived up to the pre-
cedent set by the exhibits for the two preceding years
which brought us so many compliments. We realirze,
however, that the exhibit has little value without the
personal work of the women in ettendance at the booth,
such as you gave.

Sincerely yours,

Merguerite M. Wells,
President




MINUTES
STATE BOARD MEETING
September 3, 1926

The regular meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League of Women Voters was
held et the home of Mrs. Elwood Stevenson in Faribault, on Friday, September 9.

The meeting wes called to order at 11:00 AM., Miss Wells presiding. Members of the
State Bosrd present were Miss Wells, Mrs. Wittich, Mrs. Cant, Mrs. Spear, Mrs.
Glasoe, Mrs. Thorp, Mrs. Ueland, Miss Lawrence, and Mrs. Colby. Miss Child and the
£ollowing members of the Faribault League were present: Mrs. Stevenson, Mrs.
Steinmetz, Mrs., Pesrce, Mrs. Bachelder, Mrs. Kester, Mrs. Loyhed, Mrs, Hedrick, Mrs.
Theopold, Mre. Sime, Mre. Klemer, Mrs. O'Brien and Mrs, O'Neale., Mrs. Ringstad,
Mrs, Herr end Mrs, Feirbanks of Northfield were also present after luncheon.

Tressurer's Report

Mrs. Cant reported & balance of $207.80 August 1, and receipts during the month
amounting to $746.73 of which $458.53 wag in district quotas. Disbursemente
totalled $585.56, of which $275.00 was for saleries and $192.50 for national quote,
leaving from the total of $1054 .53 a balance of $468.97 September l. Bille payable
were reported smounting to $437.91.

1T WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Glasoe, cecond of Mrs. Spear, that the treasurer's
report be sccepted and the bills allowed.

Women Voter Report

Mrs. Colby gave a brief account of her further experience in getting advertising
for the September issue of the Voter, again urging the cooperation of Board mEMDETS o

Miss Child announced a way out in the plan for using political advertising which
Mres., Wittich then propoged in some detail, citing the dangere and means of control-
ling such advertising. "A querter page 'ad' would be set as 3 space 1imit", she
said, "and a complete list of candidates for office would be published beside the
paid advertising of candidates who subseribe to the plan."

cendidates approached would include those for Congress, state offices and the state
legislature, whose advertising would be solicited by 2 form letter from the state

of fice and not personally, she stated. After favoresble discussion, IT WAS VOTED on
motion of Mrs. Wittich, second of Mrs. Colby, that the League solicit political
advertisecments for publication in the October Voter, subject to the regulations out-
lined.

Woman Citizen Report

Mise Child read a letter from Mise Chamberlein, circulation menager of the Woman
Citizen, offering the state League one doller on each of 100 new subscriptions and
renewale of old subscriptions, or on eny number over 100, Miss Wells ssid that e
Woman Citizen Drive is one of the best ways for the League to raise money.

Miss Child called attention to the Citizen's request for pictures of historical
cvente in which women played the leading roles, which would be suitable for cover

pictures.

State Fair Exhibit Report

Mrs. Colby reported that much interest was aroused by the exhibit at the Fair.
Photographs of the booth were taken, on€ copy of which will be sent to the Citizen
and one, at Miss Wells' suggestion, to Senator Sheppard to show him how attention
was called to Sheppard-Towner work in the exhibit.

Miee Wells asked for personal League Uhistories" out of which grew an interesting
disclosure that all but two League members present had come to the League aut of
guffrage. There followed an even more interesting series of pereonal opinions
called forth by Miss Wells' question: "mhat stends in the way of member-getting
for the League?" Some of the obstacles presented were: Two few leaders and &
"need of genuine neighborhood leadership a2s a key to growth and strcngth".

(Mre. Ueland) "Failure to comprehend the quiet two-sided etudy of the League by
the partisan-minded woman." (Mre. Golby) "Unpopularity of the 'subjeolive
organization', It is the concrete picce of work such me sewing on aprons that
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interests meny women." (Mrs. Thorp) "The immensity of the League's program cer-
tainly offers enough vwiork for everyone, but undoubtedly frightens meny. It must be
systemetized into jobs that individuals comprehend." (Miss Wells) "Too much
domesticity necessary in these servantless days with "bridge' easier relaxation
than the League job." (Mre. Kester) "A failure on the part of local Leagues to
select and train promising women for definite departmental work." (Mrs. Spear)
"Lack of eny background in childhood vwhich viould lead to interest in government.

The need of vital civic training in early years." (Miss Lawrence)

Peports of Dietrict Chairmen

Mrzs. Speer reported for the EIGHTH DISTRICT thet Duluth is still the one League but
that Carlton hes an sctive study group. Flans for the Convention are well undervay,
she gaid. She told of the comprehensive program of lectures in each department to
be printed and distributed to members at an annual Membership Tea, in the fall.

Fér the Get-Out-The-Vote cempaign, she s2id, the organizetion chairmen in Dyluth has
hopes of orgenizing down to blocks and of keeping it strictly a Leasgue job.

She reported three County Fair Exhibite in St. Louis County: Proctor, Two Harbore
and Barnum, all of which had not only good publicity but interest and approval from
the most important local groups.

Mrs, Colby reported for the SEVENTH DISTRICT on information from Mre. Gage, local
League chairman st Olivia, that the dialogue on the Child Labor Amendment had been
resd before the Lesgue and two other clubs in town; that it is to be read this
month in every town in Renville County to & group of representative women and alse
in the townships to groups of rurel women, with the hope of materially changing the
attitude of that section toward the Children's Amendment. An exhibit wees arranged
at the Renville County Fair,

Mise Child read a letter from Mrs. Stai, cheirman of the St. Cloud League, in the
SIXTH DISTRICT reporting the League Exhibit at their County Fair g success.

Mrs, Wittich reported for the FIFTH DISTRICT that Mrs. Brysn continues her calling
of the Minneapolis membership, finding out as she proceeds the "special job for the
special women". She told of Professor Quigley's plan for a seyies of lectures on
returning from Geneva. She also told of the special conference to be held with
Miss Hauser, national Efficiency in Government cheirman, on September 21, following
which forty women have promieed their homes for Study Groups on the Primary, besides
planning forty follow-up meetings to compare experiences.

Mrs. Glasoe reported for the THIRD DISTRICT ten functioning local Leagues, four of
which have paid-up quotas. She said that the lack of reports from her lecal chair-
men slowed up her work badly. Miss Child sa2id for all district cheirmen that a
program of personal contact with local chairmen would better sccomplish the neces~
sary cooperation than dependence on written reports, which are always difficult te
get.

irs. Wiittich reported the feature of her department's progrsm to be the Direct
Primery, but pointed out the necessity of keeping it related properly to other
things, such &8s the short ballot and executive type of budget. 1t is not only true
that we need a better system of nomination and €lection but a simpler sdministration
through city, county,state end federal government, making our daties as voting
citizens clearer and e€asier, she gaid,

Another interesting round of opinions wes. quoted in answer to Miss Wells' question:
"Whet do you hear against the Direct Primery?" Among them were: 1) not as high
type of candidate as under the convention; 2) expense of two elections beyond &
poor man; 3) anybody with ten dollars can file; 4) only rich men can run; 5) too
meny candidates resulting in nominations by minority of voters; 6) primaries con-
trolled by bosses; 7) the public not as quslified as en experienced political boes
to nominate the practical official for a certain office; 8) breaks down party
respongibility.

There is only one alternative for the primery ever suggested by its enemies, Mrs.
Wittich seid; that is, the return to some kind of delegate Convention. The pre-
primery type of Convention has already been tried snd found wenting. She then
cited examples of abuses end unrepresentative procedure under the Convention system
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which makes us feel that we chould not relinquish the Frimary for the Convention
but sha?li carry on under the League's slogan: "The Direct Primery is not perfect,
but let' s use it and improve it."

The two poseible method ¢ for improving the Primery thet other states are trying
were mentioned by Mrs. Wittich:

le Filing limited by requiring petition signed by a given number of
gqualified voters.

2. Nomination by plurality precluded by requiring a definite percentage
of all votes cast to constitute & nomination.

State Convention

Mrs, Wittich reviewed the program for the Convention. Miss Wells urged official
delegates from local Leagues with expenses paid in part by the League,

Miss Wells spoke of the exceedingly excellent article by Mr. H. W, Farnam reprinted
from the April number of the Yale Review and aveilable for distribution., She
further oalled attention to the vest pocket edition of the Constitution published
by the National League.

Miss Wells thanked the Feribeult Board and Mrs. Stevenson for the pleasurable and
profitable day.
The meeting adjourned st 4:30 P.M,.

Respecotfully submitted,

Ruth Gage Colby, Secretary
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THE VOTER'S DREAM
A One-Act Play it Three Soehes by Mresa Ai Ji McGuire
written for

The Minnesota League of Women Voters
October; 1926

The scenes are leid in eny rather large American city - one with the
eldermenic form of city governmenb.,

ters! Scene I

Mrsi R®binson, club women

Mrss Bates, 2 neighbor

Merienhe, daughter sbout ten years old
Nora, the maid

Scene II

Mrss Robinson

Her Vote

Dr. Grant

Miss Hollis, 2 teacher

Fectory superintendent

Office Seoretary, Leegue of Women Voters headquerters

In addition, four or five persons are needed for three
goenes to be given in pentomine

S8cene III

Mrs., Robinson
Marisnne

The time required to present the play is from half to three-quartere of
an hour, There are 9 speaking parts with edditional parts making o
totel of 15 or 16 persons, The same persons may pley more than one
part so that, by doubling, the play mey be produced by 6 or 7 persone.

The costume for the ( is made with approximately four yards of
white muslin end 2 squs of compo board or very heavy cardboard. Cut

a hole in the compo board so thet it will fit over the erown of the
head and be kept from falling off. Then fit muslin over it so thet it
will cover the figure like a squere white box. Be careful to have the
square of compo board large enough so that the material draped over it
will stend awsy from the body. Put the material on so that there is an
opening elong me side which may be pinned together when it is on.

Merk the front side with s face apd with the words "Officisl Ballot",




SCENE I

Living roem in the home of Mrs. Robinson
Time e®out 1:00 P.M.

Wrs. Rolinson is shown seated at & desgk writing. Marianne enters dressed for
dchoel, carrying book.

Marianne:

Mra. R:

Marianne:

Mrs. R:

Merianne:

Marienne:

Merianne:

Marianne:

Marisnne:

(to her mother) Goodkye, mother I have to go now, ®ut I wish I could go
and vote with you this afternoon, instead of going to zchosl. I think it
would be lots more interesting to cast my ballot.

(looks up emused) Listen to the child. %“hat do you mean deer by voting
and casting your ballot?

(surprised) fhy mother, don't you know what day this is?

(glancing at calendar on desk) Why, certainly, this is Tuesday, November
2« vwhat about it?

Why, but mother, it's voting dey. It's "lection dey. And Miss
seys this is the day when every good citizen goes to vote. She sa;
our duty and our plivilege., Like, like going to church ar bryshing
teeth, or.ceess or =

Wait a moment darling; aren't you getting your duties and your privileges
8 bit mixed? Come here and tell me what else you've learned about voting,
What else did Miss Hollie tell you?

Well, I haven't got time nov, mother, but T'11 'splain it all t3 you after
school. But she said we were to ask our mothers all about voting so that
we'd know how when we grew up. And mother I'd feel dreadfully mortified
if you didn't vote 'cause I said my mother knew all about politics 'n
everything, and all the other children's mothers is going to vote.

Are going to vote you mean dear, tiell, I'm sorry to disappoint you, but
I don't really think it's so important. You know just sne little vote
doesn't matter so much, and besides I hate to tell you dear, but there is
8 great deal of dishonesty in voting and politics sometimes, and anyway,
you know mother is so busy with club work and committee reports. Don'i
you think that's more important than going out to vote for somebody or
something I don't know anything about? You see I really haven't time,

(interrupting) Oh, btut mother, it doesn't take long to vote, and you
could vote honest, anyway, couldn't you? And then if all the good people

voted honest, why then it would help to make good laws, wouldn't it? 1
just wish I could vote once,

ihy, Marianne dear, you seem to be very much in earnest about this, and
it pleases me to gsee that youy can stand up for your ideas so well. But
now tell me, what would you vote for, if you could just vote once?

(2 if thinking) Well, of course there's lots of things I went and may-
be I couldn t get them by voting, but enyway, I betchea I'd vote =o that
there wouldn't be any more wers, ceuse in war, all the nice boys go way
and get killed, and their mothers cry. ‘N besides war makes history,

and I don't wamt to study history cause it's all about battles and bring-
ing up the rear flank and things like thet,

(sighs and seems to reflect) I'm afraid that's partly true Marisnne, buj
we must hope and believe that wmar will be done away with some day, and
then you will like to study history because it will tell of the wonder-
ful inventions and progress mede by men and women. You will 1like to
learn of the heroes of peace, like Pasteur and Madame Curie, and 21l the
great men and women who gave their lives and fortunes to make the lives
of other people safe and happy.

Ch yes, mother, I do love to read about them, but when will they vote to
do sway with wer? I wish they would hurry cause I'11 soon be in the
gixth grade. But you can vote today, mother, don't you see?

Oh, my dear, you don't understand, My poor little vote wouldn't go far
tovards ending war.
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Wcll, Mary Davis' mothcr ig going to vote for Mr., Reed for something
because he helped her father when he wanted to sell some stuff to pave *r
streets with. Mary seid her father told her mother to be sure and vOTE;
and to get a¢ many other women as she could to vote for Mr. Reed. He
must be an awful nice man.

(aside) Oh, that dreadful paving scendsl again., Dear, desr, I supposc
that man will be electecd, I should think something could be don€.

(turns to Marianne and says) Well, run along dear, Mother has to finisgn
her committee report of the Children's Home.

(Merianne starts to leave the room but turns and says %o her mother)

0, I almost forgot. Mise Hollie told ue to find out how iron was dis-
covered, but I think I know, they smelt it, didn't they mother?

Mrs. R: (1aughing) No, dear, you're misteken. Better look it up under o-r-€ in
the encyclopediz.

Marianne: All right. (goes to mother and speaks carncgtly) But mother, promise me
you will vote. Just think if ell the people didn't vote, we might nave 2,
0ld king over here, and not be free and independent citizens 2ny more
like George Washington and the Pilgrim Fathers.

Mrs. R: (emiling) Well, We'll talk it over tonight. Goodbye.

(After Marianne departs, Mre, R. site quiet as if reflecting, then
speake ag if thinking eloud, slowly.)

And & little child shall lead theme « « I wonder if I AM neglecting & dut
end an opportunity. OSeceme to me I remember reading that General 0'Ryan
says "The Americen people can put an end to war in this generation, if
they will only get on the job." I wieh I knew how, but somehow I can't
cee whet individual votes have to do with it. Well, I must finieh thie.
(Writee rapidly. Keads report.)

"The Committee strongly recommends the employment of enother full-time
nurse at the Children's Home., The tudget shows sufficient funde in the
hands of the county commissioners for that purpose."' (Lays down paper;
looks up) Yiell, I'm sure that's reasonable. ‘ie taxpayers have a right
to say that some of the county funds gshall be usged in this wey., And they
certainly need more trained help out there. Poor Miss Regan looked tir:c
to death the other day.

(After a fev moments, Nora the maid, enters the room. Mre. R. turns end
seeg her.) Well, Nora come in, what is it¥

Wcll, matam, if you please, I thought I'd just step out now and vote
before the‘place gets orowded. So I thought I'd let you knovi the way
you wouldn t be lookin' for me.

There it goes sgain, voting, voting. Marienne has just been lecturing
me about voting.

0, indeced, che's the greatest little politician in town. She had all iho
kide in the block the other dsy playing election, but it ended in a grer
row, because herself and Mary Davis both wanted to be the lady mayor,
and the Murphy byees seaid they'd never vote for a womsn for mayor; and
Marianne s2id they had to or go home so home they went, So the €lectich
ran true to form. (Both laugh)

Yiell, but my word, Nora, I didn't know you were interested in politice
3 i b 2 [t

o

Whet, me 2n Irishmen, and not be intercsted in politice? 0, yes. indadc
mum, I voted in Tipperasry long before ever I kem to this couniury.

Why, I didn't knou that women had the vote in Irecland, Nore?

0, indeed they have mum, but only to a partial degree you might say,
They cen vote for cschool boards, county and town councils and the lile
of that but af coors not for members of Parliasment or the higher vps
But isn't it & grand country we have here entirely where even Women 2rd
dagos can vote for everyone from Justice of the Pecace to the prezideit
of the whole United States. And one man's vote is as good as another
and sometimes better, ?hat‘s true equality for you.
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(laughing) Well I must conf

egs 1
whom to vote for. It all seems ¢

E0

hav
ue

en't thought much sbout voting or
elegs somehow,

g 1 the other people
viho have the right, who %ill do the governing and t everything settled
by politice - your schools for instance - your p'rkﬁ and playgrounds?

Sure, if you didn't eleot the right men to look 2fter them you mightin be
gettin the worth of your tax money st all, at all,

Useless is it? 'ihy mem if you and I don't vote Pnd al
4
a £n

(At this point Mrs. Bates entets. Mre. Robingon grects her and then says to her)
Nora is juet giving me & little lesson in politics.,

(laughing) 0, I see; mybe you need it.
(t0 Nore) Well; But Nora, hov do you know you're voting for the right man?

How do I is it and me with two brothers on the police force and me own
cousin 2 depity in the City Hall. (Then she bringe forth 2 merked ballot.)
Sure the boys had me registered as soon as I moved into the ward and I've
got me ticket all marked., Here's two men we all want to get in. There's
onc¢ alderman very friendly to the police force, you know; and the other wan
hes something to do with public works and me other cousing Denny Hennessy,
is in the contractin businese, you know; £o you see he knows who'll give
him 2 few good contracts if he can deliver the votes. I'm on my way now to
meet Anng Casey and the 0'Brien girls and some more girls in this precinct

and we're going to try to help elect those two anyway.

Nora do you think many viomen will vote today? Do they usually?

Well, no ma'sam, I'm afraid not and that's what surprises me, that more of

the educated women do not vote. Yihy dear sakes BliVL, don't they know

they could get almost anything thcy want if they'd ony study the game of
politics 2 little and put the fear of God in the hearts of some of the
¢andidates, but af coore there's so many of em busy with the =choal"ork
and eclub work and uplif't work that I suppose they think they hﬂvcn t time
vote, but as for me I haven t the time nor the talent for that; so
(virtuously) I can ony do me best by voting., Besides us p oor vworking
girls have to look after ourselves, And we want the men in thet will mskc
good lawe for us. I suppose you'll be going out yourself to vote soon meia-

Mrs. R: Well, I think that! fine Nora, but I don't know I really haven't gotten
1nterested and haven t made any ctudy of the issues or the men who are rur-
ning for office; so I don't believe I'11 vote this time. I'11 let you save
the country., I guess it'e true 211 right about the Irich liking poiiticsn

Nore: O, yes, mam if I do gay it, the Irich are wery rnbl1c—°01r1ted Americans .,
(continyes) %n Mrs, Rablnwon, if you don't mind, I think 1%11 stop in and
see my uncle s wife. You know she do be awful slck.

g » |
Mrs. R: O, I'nm sorry to hear that. Ie she dangerous?

- ¥
Nora: Oy no, uncle says she's too weak to be dangerous any more. (Nora starts to
I < w \
leave,)

Mrs.Bates: Just a minute Fora. I'd like to know what you think of the child Labor
Amendment. Ycu've heard of it, I suppose.,

Nora: Yes, I've heard tell of it a1} right, but I'm afraid be the time it's
passed all the children will be grown up; so it's no yse to pass it,

(Mrs. Bates and Mrs. Robinson laugh as Nora departs.)

Mrs. R: (smiling, turns to Mrs. Bates) Poor Nors, e killing? But she
certainly knows & lot 2bout politics, : bout warde and precincts
and candidates like & veteran and so naive ahout her reasons for voting for
certain men. And yet I imagine she’s perfectly honest in her viewpoint.,

Mrs. B: O, surely & To her ard to ma ny 1iti ie just a sort of game., =
friendly give and take. Favors orante rote r;ndervd you kns " hmaﬁt
clese of voters takes an interest in politics for what Ln“y ppraona‘]x ; s
get out ofkit, aﬁd 48 7ou say; it seems perfe ctiy legitimate to then e
because it's such a well-e: bliched custom, buti did you ever stop to
think that if numbers of thove peopie vote from self-in iterest, where do
the rest of us come in? That 1s; Where do we come in if we don t vote  t .
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T know it and I believe Nora was psrtly right when che said so much de pen=
ded ugoun it, but it -seems =0 cut end dried:. though. Everything is menaged
in some hokus pokus sort of way and I feel so futile just casting one little
bailes without knowing anything about the men. ‘ihy you know the list of
smes they nand you, it'e a3 long as the moral law and how do I know
her to vobte for Bill Jones or Hank Green for Constable -at Large or dog

tcher or something.- And, anywey, I loathe that cunning political way
i 1waye looking for the hidden motive, Sometimes I feel as though I ought
to be doing csomething sbout it. But all I ever did was to register. What
do you do about it, Mary, do you vote?

Well, I'11 tell you what I'm going to do about it? Yes I voted. But here-
after I hope to vote more intelligently. You know there have been a few
things happened which opened my eyes. ‘Did I ever tell you about the time

I wes chairmen of & committce of vwomen to plant trees in all the echool
vards? That wies when I lived in Browntown.

No, you didn't.

“ell, that was good. A bunch of us conceived the bright idea.that we'd be
doing something noble if we planted s tree or trees, I forget which now,

in every schoolyard. So we raised the moncy and got the trees and then a
committee of us waited upon the gentleman who presided over the destinies
of echoolyards. He was most suave but guite firm and told us thet laudable
as oyr embition was it was quite impossible for the simple and concreto
reason that the schoolyards were all paved, and hc didn't think it would be
advisable to dig up the paving to plant & trec.

Why, my dear, how swfull Paved schoolyards for children: You meah tvo gay
there was no grass or trees., %“ell but who had the authority to do it.
Hov. dared he, why did he do it?

He had the authority all right and he dared to do it because we,.the voters,
were not paying any attention to what he did. As to why he did it, maybe

he thought it looked better that way but my priveate guess is that he re-
regeived & little of the contract price for paving those ysrds. Didn't you
just heer Nora telling about her cousin in the contracting business? Welil,
that's the way it works. Well, anyway, he was an elected official but helf
of ugs had not voted and the other half, I suppose, had not 'bothered to look
up his record and there you are. I don't suppose vwe would have ever known
he existed if we hadn't been brought fece to face with his handivwork. Ther
I began to ack myself if it waen't better to look into the stable occasioa:
ally before the horse was stolen. Thst is to go to the candidates before
election and find out whither they were drifting as regards certein issues.

Well I should say.

Well, but wait. I have, in the words of the Prisoner's Song, another sad
story to tell you. In fact, thet's why I came over to see you. It's
about our committee for securing an extra nurse at the Children's Home.
My deer, no use asking for it.

But why not, I should like:'to know. I've got the report all ready; the
county commisg¢ioners heve the money =nd we have 2 strong enough organiza=-
tion back of ug I guess to demand it.

Yes, the county commissioners had the money 21l right, but they have just
let the contract for = new home for the supcrintendent, and voila, there go
your funds.

Are you sure of that? Why, I never heard of such a thing in my life.
They ve got a good house already there. More brick and stones. And whet
the poor kids need is nursing care. (indignantly) Why, the county
commissioners knew we were working for this.

Yes, 1 suppoce that'ls why they hurried through this now building. But we
are partly to blame you know.

well, but I don't see how. I've certainly worked and gotten influence to
bear on this,

Yes, you mey have worked. but did you get your vote to working? Instead of
getting influence vie coyld have gottcen action by finding out what sort of
men were running and going to see them before election.
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Oag I don't think that would have done gny good. It was Just ag I was gay-

ing. it%s a1} menaged. You have nio real sey. T°m more disgusted than ever.

You zaid a few moments 2gos Mary, that you were going to do something sbort.
*Lay intelligently; what did you mean?

Tell. I meant that after I'd had a few shooks like this about the nurse ard
vne schoolyard I begen to wonder if it wasn't poseible to find out =ome-
thias about prectical politics. Mind, I don't mean to eay either that all
of ficials arc to blame. There are any number of fine, honest men T ho want
to do the right thing. Take, for instance, the manager of our parks.
Everybody knows what a fine record he hes made and how he hag kept within
the budget. Yr the man at the head of the police department; he certainly
is trying to enforce the levi, but for that very reason there will be ma iy
who will want to defeat him. That is why we should go and vote and gsupport
good officials when they are in, give them courage, But even they. I think.
need a women's viewpoint oceasionelly vihen it comes to public welfsre in
povernment. And novw that we can nelp them we ought to do it., In fact; I
think I vould use the quaint Victorien expression, that it's our duty.

Here, herel That's ¢ ome speech, Mary., May I ask where you have garnered
21l the political wisdom?

(promptly) Lesgue of Women Voters, mostly.

(vaguely) Ohy League of Yiomen Voters s Yes, I have heard of them, or it,
Don't know much about it, though. AlWays hed an idea it would tend towards
2 women's bloc or partyi Aren't they influenced by one or the other of

the big partics? 1I'm afreid of propaganda 4

Indeed not, to both your questions, I really can!t tell you 2 lot about it
yet, but 1 do like the way they go at things. Absolutely impartial and no
party bias, you know. Just studying trying to find the facts. And the
beauty of it is that if you are€ 2 member you actually get relisble informa-
tion. You know they have offices and secretaries and a national headquar-
ters at Wachington, with chairmen who are perfect whiz bangs, delving into
public questions all the time, And you get the benefit of this research
work,

It would be 2 relief to know that you had reliable informetion in these
days, when you resd both sides until you don't know whe you're 2t, And
some of us surely need it. A woman was asked the other day who was lead-
ing the vice crusade, and she replied loftily, "Why, the Vice-President, of
course." But to come down to brags tacks, how does the League help one in
local elections? You don't mean to say they vwould tell me whom to vote fory

Well, no, not exactly. The Leapgue does pot endorse candidates. Byt they
keep records of the men in office, you know, find out how they voted on
different questions, and then what I like about it, they send questionnaires
to the men running for office so that you get an ides of the candidates
tredd of thought before it ie too late, The League always urges women to
study parties, and their pelicics, and join the party of their chojce and
try to make the knowledge they®ve gained useful to the party.

Tell on. You interest me strangely. ‘hat else does this wonderful League
do?

Well, one thing you'd like: they're working for a shorter ballot. They
believe that there need not be eo many €lected officisls.

Hurray, I'm for them on that score,

And vwhat's more, they have helped to accomplish 1t in some states. Then,
too, you know, they are constantly working to get better laws for women
end children, better educational adventages. Why, in one of the states -
Minnesota, I think it wae - they got through a biil providing that country
children shoyld have a seven months"® school term instead of gix; and
giving 2id to country schools. I read gomevhere thet in the five years of
its existence, the Lespue had ¢upported about 465 bills. most of them con-
cerned with the welfare of women and children. Bille thet have become
lavis, I mean, in the different ctates.




Mrs, R:

MI"E & B

Mregs R:

Mrs. B:

Mrs. B:

—

at’s encouraging, isn't it? I didn't know wohen were really

2

any eerious dent in American public life. T was reading Ledy

I pcech the pther-hight and I noted that she s2id since women bhad

e vote. in Englend, tiore good legislation had been. enacted gorcerning
women and children than ih the two preceding generatiofie. But s omchovi ,
didin’t realizc they were doihg so much here.

dell, wake upi my deer, shd learn that the League has a legiglative Council
working with lawyers, ecohomists, and social workers as gadvisers, working
on legislative programs« That's where you ought to be - you vinp are so
muod interested in c¢hild %Welfare. 0, I tell you; Mery in these days of
chafire]l swimming ahd votes for wimming, woman's weakness is gradually
losing its etrengthi

Oh, dear MePy::, sometimes I feel a gentimental ycarhing for the good
little woman who stays home and minds her housei You know in these modern
daysy they eay; "what ie so rare as a bride with & broom?"

All bosh, Helen, and you know it. No telf-respecting bride uses 2 broom
nowadey¢. They 211 have wacuum oclesners. The men, bless them, have giver
us hours of leisure, with the labor-saving inhvehtions, and to fill thege
leisure hours they have given us & new power; - the vote, and they expect
us to use its That's the leagt we can do I think: As for the sweet
little home woman, well, you know politice has walked right intoher front
yard and they affect her every dsy - in the cost of living, in the educa.-
tion of her children - the health of her family, even the cleanlinegs of
heér ovwn street - and ih & hundred other ways .

Well; YOU certainly are growing up fast in politicsi But we were talking
about the League of %Tomen Voters., I cen seé how it Would be very help-
ful in & lbeal way; but what about the big national dissues: The child
Labor Law, and interhaticnal peace?

Oh; my dear, had you forgotten the World Court petitions?

[1aughing) Indeed, I have not. I well remember how you toiled to get
gignatures, but I didn 't realize that was League work,

T

(sighing) Toiled is right. But, anyway, the Senste passed it, although T
muet admit it wae in rather reserved ways« And there are 2 lot of people
to this day who don't know just what the World Court is. Mo men Tere
overheard discussing it not long ago, ahd one said he thought the Worle
Court was where the International Tennie games were to be played, and
other said no, he was pretty sure that it wae the court where the Scop
evolution trial was held, But the League has done juet as thorough an
educational job on other great national questionss Don‘t you remember the
debate in the legislature on Child Labor last winter? That was arranged by
the League. Besides that; they bring speakers of nstional and internation.
el renown on all live subjeets, Talk about edycation, you surely get it ir
the Leceague program. And they always hear both sidee before endorsing a
ME&SUre .
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well, Mary, you have reelly made me feel that there is still hope for my
lost votes Some time I'm going to look into the workings of this mighty
League and if it'e 211 yoy say it is I'm gonne join for life and good
behavior. But I feel too discouraged over this Children's Home affair to
do anything sbout it today. Somehow, eloquent as you are, I can't feel
that votes, just individuysl votes, have ever done much good, and after
all, sometimes I think a good dictator would be better than 2ll this
voting by the hoi pollpi - ignorant votes I mesn. Now what do you think
of that proposition?

Shades of Patrick Henry! You're hopelesss But you know yoy don't mean it.
Are you speaking as one of the intellizensia? If so, and you really are
one, you knov there's an answer. I caa 't remember it precisely, bat it's
to the effeoct that the law of everapes sti11 holds good and that in the
main mass intelligcnce makes fever mietekes than the one man ryler. And

anyway, I suppose = democracy mas a right to make mistakecs if it wants to
and profits by them. But I gamply most g Helen, I should think vou-d
be afraid your wested votes would haurt T & {(Risced)




Mrz. R! Not mes I'm going to have 2 good hap and then finish reading "The Mauve
Decade" §

I'11 give you a good book to readi It's salled "Uncle Sam Needs & Wife!
and it goes over these very points we've been talking about; showing how
voman's V1€mp01nt and experience are needed in public life as well ae in
privatel Ve cen't trust Uncle Sam to attend to everything for us: Man-
like, he is thinking of the cattle, agriculture; the boll wecwil} and the
seals in slaskah watersi 1t is distinctly our job to think of the child,
the schoolj the home snd the stebilizetion of family life. And the
rovernmeht will act on these things only when you and I, just aversge
every~day American voters, get busy on the subject. Think it over

(Both laugh and say goodbye.)

Oh, dear, I certainly have been nage

ged all this day about voting. I feel
the need of a little rest, (Lieg

oh the couch.)

SCENE II

The Dream

A figure dressed ss & ballot steale iato the rooms: (Costume to be two
rectangles of white muslin to cover the entire figure; with slits for nose, eyes,
and mouth; eyebrows and expregsion lines to be added; back of the cdstume will have
the word “ballot" in lerge letters and will contain names and crosses ag & regular

vote would.) Vote touches Mrs, Ri She sits up, rubs her eyes, stares at Vote and
says in a stammering voioce!

Mrgi RY Mercy, what is it? who, who or what are you, plesse?

Vote: I am your vote, but you do not know me, for You have me, and yet
I have the greateet power in the world when I am used. ven to you
by no effort of your own but by the hard, devoted labor 111fnt W omen
who for years have worked that all vomen ml*ht have this great power:s The
right to vote, to help to shape thc laws under which they and their
children must liveg

A
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1 em very sorry that I have beenh too busy to make your scquaintance, but
you see everything in politics cseems too hard tm understand; and ahyway,
politicel questiohs do not concern me muchi I'm quct 1ntcrectLd in my
home a2nd family « oh well; of course, the schools 2nd child welfare too,
but I really do hard work 2lbng those lines and I don't see how I could do
any more effective work by votings

Cqmc, you eand I shall take a' little trip through the city and you shall sce
vhether a2 mother 1in her own home can safely guard that home by her own
efforts;

Part I
A Home

Poor but neet Italisn home. Child ill in bed, Mother neeping.,
enters, goes to child, feels pulse, etc, Motione to mother. Mpther brings
plate of fruit and "1358 of water, He looks at food, shekes his head, leave
medicine. ‘repares to depart, All this time, Mrs. R. has been =t4nd1ny at
gide vith the Vote behind her, The Vote is supposed to be invisible to zll
R, Mrs. B, steps toward the doctor, recognizes him, and says:

Mrs. R: Oh, how do you do, Dr. Grant? I wes wa lking by and I heard the sound of
hse€p1ng end cteppeq in to see if I could be of any = gnee.s I feel
sorry for this poor women. . ﬂllq wry ill% h.ap 15 wrong? Can
do enything? - She scems eo al and -so-helpless, :

T

(looks towerd the bed) Yes, the poor bambino is mighty eick. I don't
know yet just whet's wrong., It may be due to the bad plombing in this
neighborhood. ‘ielre having & numver of ceses of typheid, or it m2y be
meat and fruit. You know we do not have re
this city and every once in 2 while some di
especially in the poorer districts.

inspection of meat in

fal
b
g

ular
eased animals are sold,
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Thie ie awful. I seem to remember how %ome talk sbout getting a law
through the legiglature for inspection of meat in the cities: But who's to
blame for the poor plumbing? I thought we had inspectors in the Sanitatioh
Department,

Oh, yes, we're supposed to have. But you c¢an see how it goes sometimese I
tell you, Mrg. Robineon, you and I and the go~ealled educated elass have got
to make ourselves heard in this matter of c¢ity government, for our own pro-
tection, 2¢ well as for the protection of fdamilies like these. We must see
to it that good men are put up for office and then turn out and vote for
them.

You sce, 2ll the mother love in the world and &are in the home cennot save
this child if the conditions in the city afe not right.

(starts to look at the child, screams ahd says) Good heavens, it's my own
child, it's Mariasn.

(restrains her) No, Mrs. Robinson, it is not your child, but it might have
been. Come. (They leavei)

Note: Secreens may be used when stage is set for each scene.
g

Fart II

A School

Six or seven pupile scated. Some of them in seats that are too high; their
small legs hanging down, children stooped over. Pentomine of teacher inspecting
throats. Have two or three vacant seats. Mrs. R, and the Vote as before stand to

one side. *%rs. R. approaches teacher and says:

Mrs. Rt How do you doy Misé¢ Hollis: Something prompted me to drop in and visit a
moment. How is everything going? You know as I stend here looking at
those children's feet hanging down, it seem# to me thet some of those desks
are ton high, aren't they?

Oh, yes, indeed they are. ‘we teachers know it, but we can't seem to make
the schoolboard pay much sttentioni I'm awfully worried todays One or two
of the childrerd seem 111, Sort of headachy, sore throats, you know, and I
have hcard there werec some cascs of scarlet fever in the Blaine school.,

Heavens; scerlet fever! I'm going to keep Marien right at home!

And g0 I have been trying to examine the children, but of course, I haven't
much time &2nd no nursing training.

Mre. R+ But vihere are the school nurses? Surely --

Miss H: Oh, didn't you know, the Board decided to dispense with them.Had no money
they said, but, Mrs. Robinson, if people knew the good those nurses did,
they'd never let them go. Why, I know they've saved lives many timcs, by
recognizing illnese at the very stert. And did you hear that we may lost
our kindergartens if the bond issue doeen't paes?

(Nods) Yes - but it will gurely pase.

I tell you the mothers and fathere should.watch and see thet capable men

and women are put on school bosrds,
can demand it,

nd now that viomen have the vote they

Vote: You see, if you are really interested in the schools you will us¢c your vole.
Mrs. R: (to Mies H.) But why are so many children sbsent? I see some vecant scabs.

Migs H: Oh, this is the busy time in the factories, you krow, and many bovs and
girls get exemptions from school to go to work. It breaks my heart to see
some of my brightest pupils have to stop school. And gou krow, after they
once stop and lose their grades. they rarely coms back,

Mrs. R: But, my dear Mise Hollis, the children in this grade ae boo young to go t¢
work. What about our State Child Labor laws?
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Yes, what sabout them indeed? Did ytu ever vote %p express your opinion on
Child Labor?

¥ell, I'm sorry to say that in this state the Child Labor laws ere not very
helpfuly or very well enforceds There are so many exceptions and loop

holes that many children of 11'&nd 12 do work for long hours. And; of course
when they ere working, they can't be in schools

Mre. R: (looks around alarmed) But whete is Marian? She iz not in her seat.

Vote: (to Mrs. R) Comey we ghall sees

Part III
A Fadtory

Pantomine with children working, picking cotton. Standing with overseer
keeping them strictly 2t works (Work might be peeling vegetables or fruit, or
something that cen be arranged easily.)

(Mrs. R, and Vote enters Yatch the scene for a while. Finally Mrs. R.
stepe up to the overseer and says:)
Mrs. R: Why do you employ little children to work in this factory? I think it is

a8 crimes

Overseer: (Suavely) ‘!crime! that's rathet a strong word, isn't it? We're breaking
no law of this state. The children are poor and need the money, and
begides, this is a very fine factory, sanitary, well lighted, and -

Mrs, R: (irterrupting) That's not the point., I wouldn't care if it vias a palace.
It's wrong for little children to have to stand here monotonously and work
all dey as grown people dos

Overseer: (haughtily) Well, madem, I'm not irterested in your opinion.
Vote: (to Mrs. R.) No, but he might be in your vote.

(Mrs. R. looks sorrowfully toward children, starts to rush forward,again
exclaiming:)

fihy, theres my own childi{ Marian, Meriah, what are you doing here?

No, Mrs. Robinson, it is not your oWwh Marian, but perhaps you will thihk of
her the next time the subject of Child Lebor laws comes upj 2nd you will
make it your buginess to know how the men you vote for think about this
whole chameful business of wearing out young lives in hard labor.

(Screen is placed.)
(Mrs¢ Re turns toward the Votes)

Oh, my heart is heavy: You have shown me hovw I have shirked my duty. I
have neglcoted my wonderful opportunitiess What em I going to do about it?
I am so uninformed as to how to go about it to make my vote effectives

Well, there's just one more place that we shall vigit and perhaps you cean
be helped there.

Part IV

League of Women Voters Headquarters

Busy office scene, with two girls at work. Typewriter eclicking, telephone
ringing, etec. Vote posters on wall and samples of literature scattered about.
Mree R,-and Vote enter and stand at one side as before. Telephene rings, and the
gsecretary of League steps and answers.

Seoay: (taking down receiver) League of Women Voters. Yes - whet is your
address, please? Oh, yes, you ere in the 8th ward, You wish to know who
is running for the Stste Legislature in your district? Just a minute,
please, (consults files) You're in the 4lst district and your represen=
tative is George Brown, He is being opposed by Mr, Williams. (1laughs)
Sorry, I cen't do thet, The League does not endorse oandidates, but Vi1
tell you you'll have an opportunity to hear both of these men. The League
is arrenging s candidates' meeting out in your ward October 24. Yes.
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Are you a member of the Lehgue? 8, 2 new member, Well, you'll get a copy
of the questionnaire we seht him, with his =2nswers, Oh, yes, we always do.
Yes, that's¢ it -« how he stands on the Infancy and Maternity act and the
bill to abolish common law marriages And if You care to step into the
office, we oan tell you how Mr. Brown voted on thote measures in the leet
segsions Yes, do. You're very welcomes Goodbyei

(DUring this speech a woman enters and she and the office agsistant go
thtough pantomihe of looking at records, sample ballots, etdi)

(Secretary gtarts to take her seat; but phone rings again.)

Hello., O ycs - the bond issue? Well, We have arranged a meeting for
next Wedtiesday where both sides will be discdssed. Ye¢s, one man from the
Buteau of Municipal Research, and the other & member of the Councils Yes.
Yes, do comes Goodbye.

(S8ame action. Phone rings again,)

Hello. Yes, League of Women Voters. About the primarys Yes; the League
has teken & stand in favor of the primery. Did you read the article in
the August Voter? 0O, don't you? Well, you really should, keeps you in
close touch with everything you need to know about Minnesota politics.
Yes, indeed, Only twenty-five cents a year, Be glad to. Whet's the
name, please? All right, you'll get the Voter from now on. Yes, some
fine articles on Child Labor lawe, framing the Constitution, and so on,
I1'11 give you some back copies. Thank you so much. Goodbye.

(During thie sdéene, men ehters offide and goed through seme pantomine of
asking for ballot, etc. Can be made humorou¢, man using vehemeht
gestures, smiting his fist, pointing to names on ballot, shrugging
shoulders, raising finger in conversation with office sssistant.)

(As man leaves office, Mrs. R. steps forward impulsively and addresses
secretary)

0, you seem to be able to help every one in their voting problemss Won't
you please help me?

Certainly. (eteres curiously at figure of vote,) Please come in. Excuse
me; is this a friend of yours?

(hanging on to the Vote) Yes, indeed, but I am just beginning to realize
how good & friend, and I shall certainly never neglect him again.
(Vote capers joyfully.)

(Mres R. and Secretary enter office and go through same pantomine. As
they stand with backe to audience, the screen is placed for the last goene.)

SCENE III

The Awakening

Bagk to first scene in the living room of Mrs. R« Marianne has returned
from school and is tickling her mother, who is asleep on the couch. Mrs, R. arises,
rubs her eyees, staree at Marianne, puts her arms about her, says in a voice full
of emotione.

Mre. R; My darling, how did you get awasy from that deesdful factory?

Merianne: (laughing) Why, mother, how funny you talk, I’'ve just got home from
gschool.

Mrs., R: (sighing with relicf) Oh, thank God, it is 21l a dream. But such = vivid
onc. Marianne dear, get our hats quickly. Hurryl

Meriesnne: But where are we going mother dear?
Mrse R:  {grasping the hend of the ohild end hurrying eout of the door)

My dear, paey strict sttention: We're going to VOTE:




ROUND ROBIN
Noo, 21 Fifth Region, National League of Women Voters Oct. 14, 1926

Three state Conventions in one month is the record in the Fifth Region. In: -
NORTH DAKOTA
The Convention was held September 28 and 29 at Grand TForks.

Miss Helen Davies was elected president and the state League is to be congratu-
lated. It is to be congratula%ed also upon the fact that Dr. Peake, former
president, consents to remain upon the board to give to the League the benefit
of her experience and judgment.‘ Mrs. J, A, Poppler retains her position as
Vice-president in charge of organization, including finance and Young Voters.

Guests of the Convention as speakers were Miss Marguerite Owen, secretary of the
National Department of Legislation, Mrs. J. R« Parkes, regional secretery, and
the regional director,

An outstanding feature of the Convention was a 7:00 AJM. breakfast attended by
over twenty-five University girls, members and friends of the University of
North Deskota League of Women Voters.

MINNESOTA
The Eighth Annusl Convention was held in Duluth, October 7, 8 and 9,

Much of the time of the Convention was taken in presentation by able authorities
of a carefully prepsred legislative program.

Features of the Convention this yeaf were several more or less serious dramati=
zations of subjects that had previously been treated more prosaicly. An origin-
al monologue, "Dont's for Lesgue Boards", by Mrs. Edwin White was exceedingly
funny. Under the title "What Every League Should Know" wes held s mock meeting
of & locel League in which many knotty questions of League policy and procedure
were unravelled. A plsylet called "The Voter's Dream" presented by a St. Paul
cast of Young Voters found much favor with the sudience end is in greet request
by local Lesgues slready.

SOUTH DAKOTA

The Comvention is still shead, It is to be held in Huron, October 26 znd 27.
Like the Minnesota Convention it is to present for its most important event a
meeting at which all the csndidates for governor of the state will be heard.

Mrss Harris T, Baldwin, cheirmen of the nationel Committee on Living Costs, is
to be a guest of the South Dakota Convention and is to visit the St. Paul end
Minneepolis Leagues in Minnesote.

MONTANA

A new and enthusisstic Leegue hss been orgsnized in Lewistown with Miss Julia
Ven Edistine es president.

Questionnaires to candidetes for the legislature asked them to state their views
on jury service for women, the proposed Child Lsbor Amendment , end sn eppropria-
tion to match the federsl sppropristion for stete work in maternity end infeancy.

TOWA

A new bulletin has made its sppearance in the region. Iowa's "League of Women
Voters", a quarterly bulletin, appesred September 9. This number brings the
Iowe Lesgue of Women Voters up to dete and is o good preparation for following
up with future Lesgue activities and program.

Mershalltown held a "vacation" mesting -~ lewn social - at the home of Mrs.
Mertha Greene ot Edgewater at which the president Mrs. H. C, Stowell spoke.

1639 Hennepin Ave., Minnespolis Marguerite M. Wells, Regional Director
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Deer Local League Chairman:
"The Voter's Dream" - The short play entitled "The Voter's Dream" presented with

such success at the League Convention in Duluth, has been mimeographed and will
be sent to you upon request.

Pregsentation of the play by local Lesgue members (or by high school studentes
under League auspices) is an effective way of bringing home to women their re-
sponsibility as voters. The time required is from half to three-quartere of an
hour. The play is well adapted not only for use as part of your Get-Out-The-Vote
Campaign, but also to interest new membere in the League of Women Voters.

"The Femily Tekes Notice" - Mey I remlnd you 2gein of our hope that you will
plen to have "The Family Tak es Notice" read in various groups in your community
durln the coming weeks? Miss Wells' Aupust letter recommended this.

Proposed Amendments to the State Constitution - I enclose two copies of the re-
print of Judge Fesler's talk at the Duluth Convention on the proposed constitu-
tional eamendments. We can send you without charge enough to supply your Le2gue
members if you will let me know immediately how many you need.

The state Leapue has taken no c2ction for or 2geinst the smendments proposed. We
are sending out informetion on the zmendments as en 2id to votere, with the
reminder that failure to vote on each smendment is a vote against it, Cen you
interest your locel newspaper in giving publicity to the facts on the amendment
gg presented by Judge Fesler?

Legislative Program of the State League - The legislative program adopted st
the Convention will be published in the October iscsue of the Voter now being
printed. Immediately after election we will gend you material on the legisla-
tive measures for use in your League meetings before the opening of the legis-
lature in Jesnuary.

The Women Voter - The October issue is = Genersl Election Number. Would you
like some extra copies to be used by your membership chairmen in securing new
local League members or Voter esubscribers?

Sincerely yours

Executive Secoretary




Please fill im the number of coples desired on the hHlank
lines helow.

"The Voter's Dream" (1 copy without charge, additional
copies 10¢ each§

"The Family Takes Notice" (4 copies for 25¢)

Reprint on Constitutional Amendments (free)

L —

The Minnesota Woman Voter for October (free)

—_——

Neme

Address
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Dear Woman Citizen Subscriber:

Over a year has gone by since you subscribed to the Women
Citizen in connection with & subscription drive under our
suspices. We hope you have enjoyed the magazine as much
ag we expected you to.

The Women Citizen is meking & particularly generous offer
just now to allow us one dollar for every renewal as well
as for every new subscription received within the next
thirty days. If you have not already renewed your
scription direct, we shall appreciate so much your

ing it in thrOU?h us, thus entitling us to 2 bonus

doller for your subscription. Or send in your renewal
direct, merely writing our name escross your reneval
blenk. Your renewal will then be credited as part of our
drive,

We hope that you may wish to contribute in this: way to
the work of the League.

Sincerely youre,

Emily Cchild,
Executive Secretary




VINUTES OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCL
Friday, October 1, 1926 - 2:3

MEETING
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Present: Mrs, Ueleand, presiding, Mrs. Wittich, Mrs. Guise, Mrs. Denny, Miss PFish
Mrs. Litzenberg (legislative chairman for the Vioman's Club), Mrs. Gaus, Mrs. Zack
(representing the Council of Jewish Women), Miss Lawrence, Judge Hall, and Miss
Child.

IT WAS VOIED on motion of Miss Wells, second of Mrs, Gaus, to dispense with the
reading of the minutes of the last meeting in view of Miss Child's suggestion that
ection taken at that time to refer measures to the Committee on Final Program might
prove confusing to the members in listening to the report of this committee cover-
ing the same measures. '

Mrs. John Guise, chairman of the Committee on Final Program, presented the report
of the committee and action was taken upon measures recommended for inclusion in

the legislative program to be recommended by the Council to member organizations,
as follows:

1) Appointment of County Superintendent of Schools by a County Boerd of Education

Miss Lawrence suggested that the wording for this messure might be "to continue
support of the County Board of Education Bill". Miss Wells celled attention to the
fact that it has been the policy in the past to affirm support of s principle to be
embodied in legislation rather then to name specific bills. Miss Lawrence then
suggested that the proposal for this measure will probably include a provision for
the election of the County Board of Educstion by district school officers.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Wittich, second of Miss Fish, that this measure be
included in the legislative program.

2) Revision of the Teachers' Retirement Fund Lew

Mrs. Wittich suggested that the qualifying phrase "to place it on a sound finan-
cial basis" might be added,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Guise, second of Miss Lawrence, to include this
measure in the legislative program. .

3) Increase in the School Term

Miss Fish suggested that it might be well to include "legal" as a qualifying word
with"sehool term". The incresse in the length of the school term would be governed
be a change in the provision for granting state sid to schools.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Guise, second of Mrs. Gaus, to include this measure
in the legislative program.

4) Supplemental Aid to Schools

Miss Child reported a telephone message from Mp. Schulz of the Minnesota Educa-
tion Association explaining his ipability to attend the meeting and suggesting

thet when mction is taken upon this measure, the Council bear in mind the fact that
it 1s desirable not to name definite increases in the amount of a2id per pupil or in
the chsnge in the millage tax for schools in districts to be affected by the amend-
ment since even the State Department of Education does not know now just what
figures it would like to see included in & proposed amendment.

Mrs. Wittich reported a2 conversation she hed with members of the State Department
of Bducation to the effect that it would be desirable to discontinue special aid to
graded and high schools for agricultural, home economics courses and other special
work and to use the money thus freed to increase the amount of supplemental eid
peid since more pupils would benefit by this change in expend iture. 1t was sug-
gested that the only place where this eid amounts to much is in cities, azs the
informal werk cerried on in rural schools, is not of grest value and is very diffi..
cult to identify and classify. However, it is recognized that there might be con-
siderable opposition to such discontinusnce of specisl 2id and thet an increase in
supplementel said will probebly mean, Mrs, Wittich said, an outright incresse in

the budget for staste educational expenditures.,
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Miss Lawrence reported that Mr. Phillips, director of rurel educstion, thought that
cereful check on the requirements ss to number of pupils attending school for =

certain period, s required in the present lew governing stste sid, might result

in a better soportionment of the sid paid from state funds,

Tnere was considerable discussion as to the wording %o be used to describe the
amendment %o the Supplementsl Aid Lew. Mr. Schulz suggested in his telephone con-
versetion the use of the phresse "to liberalize the provisions of the lew", VMiss
Wells suggested as sn alternste phrose "to equalize the educetional opportunities
of public school children", It wes finally decided to lesve the decision as to the
exect wording to be decided sfter the meeting by Miss Lawrence, Mrs. Wittich and
Miss Child acting as & committee,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Guise, second of Miss Fish, to include amendment of
the Supplementsl Aid Law in the legisletive program.

5) Teachers' Tenure

Mrs. Guise stated in introducing this messure thot its purpose would be to

stebilize the teaching profession for the good of the schools. Miss Lowrence said
thet it is @ fact thset teachers ere changing three times ss fest ss business

workers end thet this is detrimentsl to the schools. She said thot states that have
good educstional legislstion have e tenure lsw. Attention was called to the fact
thet the proposasl for Teachers' Tenure is for a2 bill to epply only to cities of

the first cless but thst it is hoped thct this mey be an entering wedge for =

law epplying in the stete as a whole, Miss Fish commented thet school sdministra-
tors now favor such a lew in Minnesota and thet it is therefore s perticulerly

gzod time to introduce it.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Guise, second of Miss Lewrence, to include this
measure in the legislative progrem,

6) Amendment to the Minimum Wage Law

The emendment to define minor es & person under 21 years of age was recommended
with the reservetion suggested by the sub-committee thst inclusion of this measure
in the legislstive progrsm be contingent upon the sdvice of the attorney-general
thet it would be constitutionsl. The effect of the smendment would be to bring
women under the protection of the law for three sdditional yeers end make the age
of majority for women in the lsw correspond to that for men.

IT wWAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Guise, second of Mrs. Wittich, to include this
measure in the legislative progrem with the reservetion named sbove.

7) Child Lsbor Amendment

Following discussion in which Judge Hall called sttention to the fset that it
might be wise to awsit stote action in the improvement of Child Lebor Lews end in
which it was pointed out thet the improvement that could be expected following the
sctive compaign in opposition to ths nmendment, hes not come through state action,
IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Vells, second of Miss Lawrence, to include this

meesure in the legislative program.

8) Appropriation for Meternity and Infency Work

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Guise, second of Mrs. Denny, to include this
measure in the legislative program, the smount of the sppropr iation needed in the
state to be leerned from the stote Department of Heglth sfter the sction of the
federal Congress in the coming short session is known.

®) Refund for Expenditures by Counties under the Mothers' Dension Law

Judge Hall explained thet without such ¢ refund, the stete has no leverage to pro-
mote uniformity of stendsrds in the best use of money expended under the lsw. He
ment ioned the fact thet one county, for instence, was found to have spent some-
thing over three thoussnd dollsrs in vayments for children over 16 yeers of age
between 1917 2nd 1924. The difficulty in using this argument to legisletors is
the entagonism aroused =t the suggestion of interference with local edministration
There was some discussion as to the edvissbility of letting the qusstion of the
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refund rest in this legisleture since there is little hope of getting it end there
is alweys the danger of forcing » repeal of the law by supporting the refund.
Judge Hell seid, however, that to offset this donger there is the dsnger that bad
locel 4dm1ﬂ13+rntlon of funds under the loW will prejudice legislators against it
snd leed in this way to its repesl.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs, Guise, second of Mrs. Wittich, to include this
meesure in the legislstive program.

10) Changes to Improve the Marriege Law

Mrs. Gasus, chairmen of the sub-committee on this meessure, suggested that action be
teken in very genersl terms with the understanding thet ell of the chenges incor-
poreted in the lew propesed in the last legislature might be included in s bill or
severs]l bills to be proposed to the 1927 legisleture if groups concerned in the
drefting of the bill should consider this desirable. 1In addition the Committee
recommended fevorable considerstion of Judge Hall's suggestion thet license

clerks be required to "teke judicial notice" of informetion submitted to them on
the ineligibilityof certein individuels to receive o merriage license under the law,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Guise, second of Miss Wells, to include changes in
the Merriesge Law in the legislstive progrem.

Mrs. Guise celled attention to the fect that the Committee on Finsl Progrsm had
been unable to sgree upon the omission of eny of the measures referred to it from
the Council with the exception of the emendment directed to strengthen the Cerni-
vel Lew. The committee did not include this measure in its redommendations since
en pctive educational campaign would be necessary both to secure support for such
an emendment end to essure its enforcement if sdopted, such s compeign being
impossible with the long legisletive progrem thet epprared unavoidebles

The meeting sdjourned st 4:30 P.M,
Respectfully submitted,

Emily Child, Secretery
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Desr Board Member:
The November meeting of the state board will be held on
Friday, November 12, at state League headquarters, 1639

Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis,

The meeting is called for 10:30 A.M. and will be an 2ll-

dey meeting. It has been suggested it would be pleasant
to lunch together at the University Club, since it is se
conveniently near the office. It will be necessary te
make reservationg for luncheon in advance and we shall
appreciate knowing whether we shall make 2 reservation
for you.

Plans for work in support of the legislative program
adopted by the stete Convention will be made at the com-
ing meeting of the board, We hope that nothing will
prevent your attendance.

Sincerely yours,

Marguerite M. Wells,
President
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_ ! The attached statement on the Teachers' Reti

in Minnesote was made by Mr, McConnell, state commissioner ;;ejgzzﬂisgg
?t the state Convention of the Minnesota League of Women Voters r;ced—’
ing the 1925 legisletyre, A bill introduced into that legislatsre ie
place the Teachers! Retirement Fund on a sound financial basgje failed

of Pas?age, never coming to & vote in either house . Substentially the
samf bill will probably be introduced into the 1527 §ession of they
1€g1f15t”r€ end the argument for it as presented by Mr, McConnell
applies to the situation that still exists in oonnection with the fuynd,
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an experiment. Most reilroed compenies end very many of the greaet indus-
trial end financiel corporstions of the country provide for the retirement
of their employes on a 1ife annuity, wfter long end feithful service, It is
reasoncble to suppose, therefore, that such & policy is supported by sound
economic, s well as humeniterisr, principles.

Andrew Carnegie, whose ecumen would hardly be cuestioned, endowed & fund to
pension college and university professors. Three-fourths of the stetes end
many cities have laws providing for the retirement of public school teschers
on some plen of pension, after verious periods of service.

A good meny arguments ere sdvenced in support of the policy. Any grgument
in fevor of retirement ellowences for teechers, to which the public is ssked
to contribute, must be besed on better teaching service. Unless & teachers'
retirement fund results in better teschers end therefore better schools, it
would be difficult to support it as o« public enterpriss.

The better arguments for it, based on this principle, I have found them,
ere ebout as follows, As the result of & sound tecche retirement plan:

1, The teaching profession attrecte more and cbler persons.,

2. Tscchers who desire to make tocching e profession seek employment
in states and cities where favorsble retirement provisions exist,

Persons of ebility tend to remsin in tho tesuching profession who
otherwise would chunge to some occupution offering better sssurance
for old age.




M MeCnnnell
State Commiesioner of Education

THE TEACHERS' RETIREMENT FUND
dJ

In what I em to sey regarding the Teschers' Retirement Fund I am speaking

as & member of the Bo:ird of Trustees. Thet Board consiste of five members -
three, ex-officio, the Attorney General, the Stete Auditor end the State
Commicssioner of Education - end two members elscted bv the Fund Ascsociamtion,
It ie my purpose as clearly and briefly as possible to present the fects
releting to 'his subject in Minnesota.

The policy of old age retirement has been widely sdopted in both public and
privete occupstions end cen herdly, therefore, be seid to be, at this time,
en experiment. Most reilrosd compenies end very many of the great indus-
trisl end financiel corporstions of the country provide for the retirement
of their employes on a life annuity, after long end faithful service, It ie
ressonthle to suppose, therefore, that such & policy is supported by sound
economic, s well as humaniteriser, principles.

Andrew Carnegie, whose scumen would hardly be ouestioned, endowed & fund to
pension collage and university professors. Three-fourths of the states end
meny cities have lsws providing for the retirement of public school teachers
on some plen of pension, after verious perioeds of service.

A good meny arguments ere advanced in support of the policy. Any ergument
in fevor of retirement ellowences for teechers, to which the public is asked
to contribute, must be besed on better teaching service. Unless & teachers'
retirement fund resulte in better teeschers snd therefore better schools, it
would be difficult to support it as & public enterprise.

The better srguments for it, based on this principle, &c I have found them,
are ebout as follows. As the result of & sound tecchers' retirement plan:

1. The teaching profession sttracte more and cbler persons.

9., Tsochers who desire to make tecching & profession seek employment
in stetes and cities where favorscble retirement provisions exist.

Persons of ebility tend to remsin in thr teuching profecsion who
otherwise would chenge to some occupution offering better assurance
for old uge.

Since the work of tesching does not lend iteelf well to business
enterprise, better school work will result when the inevitcble period
of declining yecrs is provided for,

A besis is furnished on which teecchers whose usefulness has pasced
becauss of age or decrepitude msy be retired,

Finelly, end from o somewhat different angle, while teachers are not
the only group of desarving public servonts, they ere & very import-
ent group, onc on which the public walfere is dependent. It would
sppetr to be good public policy, therefore, that such service £81E
rendered through ¢ life time of tecching should be rewerdsd by some
protection cgeinst went in the teacher's declining ye=s&re.

totes and cities vory much in

The plans of retirement c¢dopted in different sto
deteil, but in gen rel their support is provided by contributions both from
the teacher end the sgtute or city. By no meons gll of the plans cdopted

in the esrlisr yecrs of the movement cre on & sound finencicl besis or give
much real sssursnes to those teschers who huve depended on them. More
experience, better businese judgment <nd- luss gentiment beve resulted more
recently in sound lews in meny stotes < nc cities,

he Minnesots le%w pesead in 1915 is one of the earlier laws whieh hes provad
incdeoucte in. its provisions for support, snd is ropidly becoming worth-
1ess to those vho count on it for support, Ths very serious problem which

i
g




cornfronts the Board of Trustees snd % y g who are concerned is that
of securing an emendment to the put the fund on & sounf finan-
cial basis. Obviously, it is bad policy :he state, as well as for the
unfor tura te teachers, that the present unsound condition should be allowed

to continue.

present law exr-mpts the cities of St. Paul, Minneapolis and Duluth from
terms, and each of these has what we have reason to believe is & sound
em &f

h
t
v

t its own.

The law, as it now stands, provides for contributions from the teachers and
from the stete. Both are wholly inadeouvate. The law contemplates a retire-
ment annuity of $500.00, for which, actuaries inform us, more than $7,000.00
would have to be accumulated. The emount peid in by the teachers is less

then £600.00, during the accumulative period and that contributed by the state,
by means of the one-twentieth of & mill which the law provides, not far from
$200.00. It is clear that on this bagis the anticipated ennuity cannot be paid.

From the beginning, the Board of Trustees adopted the opinion that the sums
paid by teachers should be kept intact as a capitel investment, the interest
and the state's contributions being used for the payment of ennuities. This
policy, intended to protect the teachers from possible loss of their trust
funds, has resulted in & capital fund of approximately a million dollars, all
invested in higr ouality bonds, generally those of school districts.

The amount of the eannuity which the Board has been sble to pay hes gradually
declined until for the last year and this, only forty per cent is baing peid.
That is, teachers whose expected arnuity would be $500,00 cre receiving

$200,00, and this emount must decrcase ac the number of ennuitants increases,

The Board of Trustees, ecting on the suggestion and using an appropriation of
the 1921 legislature, employed actuarisl assistance and mede & study of the
fund. To the 1923 Legisleture, they recommended en amendment to the law which
they were advised would meke the fund sound, The bill failed to pass.

Having mede minor chenges in the measure, et proocsed in 1923, the Board

feels compelled to offer it agein to the next Legisleture in the hops that

the present unfortunete situation mey be corrected,

The main features of the meusure asdrawn may be briefly summarized. The

three large cities are still exempt, but provision is mede for them to come
under the law, should they at any time desire to do so.

All other public school teachers, teachers in stete institutions and public
librerians are included. Teschers under twenty-five years of sge may be exempt
on their reauest from participstion in the fund.

Beneficieries to recsive the full $500.00 annuity on which the law is based
must have rendered thirty yeers of cervice and must be at least fifty years
of age.,

The ennuity is crested by eaual contributions from the tescher and the state,
the teecher's share being $65.00 per year during the accumulstive period.

The state's share i= tc be raised by & one-helf mill tax. Should the teacher
leave the field befors the annuity has been fully ecrned, she may withdraw her
own money with interest. Should the have tesught more than ten years, she

vwill be entitled annuelly to & pro rata part of the annuity to which she
might ultimetely huve been entitled.

Liberal provision is mede for the transfer of teachsrs from the present de-
pleted fund to the new. Especislly libersl terms sre made for those who
have been long in service eand for present annuitents.

The Boerd believes thet the plan is feir, both to the teschers and to the
state, and that it will be generally epproved whenever it is well understood.

The Board has hed opportunity to exemine the plens of other stastes and cities,
end is unanimous in its epproval of the plan offered. Thet the present
unfortunate situetion ought to be relieved im some msnner there cen be no
doubt .
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Minutes
Treasurer's Report
FINANCE
Women Citizen Drive
Woman Voter Advertising
ORGANIZATION
Report of Field Secretary
Reports by District Chairmen
Action on Resignation of Mrs, Friedrich (Sixth District)
Committee Vacancies (Child Welfare and Living Costs)
Young Voters - College Leagues
"The Voter's Dream" -~ distribution
DEPARTMENT REPORTS
International Cooperation to Prevent War
Effieiency in Government
STATE LEGISLATIVE PLANS
leasures on legielative program
Eduocational ﬁork
Letter to legislators
One-day legislative schools
Study groups
Radio progrem

LEGISLATIVE WORK ON FEDERAL MFASURES
Report of work in behelf of reneved appropriation under the
Shepperd-Towner Act
OTHER BUSINESS

Conference on Ceuse znd Cure of War in Washington, D. Ce.
2
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1926

Dear Local League Chairman:

Election is now over end our League work for the two months before the
opening of the legislature in January will be to meke sure that state legis-~
lators from every district where there is a local League, know what measures
the League of Women Voters has included in its legislative program and why
it has chosen them for support. Mrs. Maud Wood Park, you know, estimates
thet 90 per cent of the influence that can be brought to bear by voters in
favor of state and national legislative issues must be in work in loc2l dis-
tricts before the legislature opense

The first step in preparation for interviews with your legislators is to
make sure that there is some member - or members - in your League thoroughly
informed on the facts bearing upon each measure., Have you chairmen of the
three departments of League work = Public Welfare in Government, Efficiency
in Government, and International Cooperation to Prevent War? If not, this
might be a good time to gppoint the first two c¢hairmen and 2sk them to be

responsible for becoming informed on the measures in the program.

y//I enclose the legislative program as adopted a2t the state Convention in
October, with explanatory paragraphs to serve as 2 brief explanstion of each
measure. More detailed statements on each measure will be zent in the near
future. Following the 2zcsignment of the measuree to individuals for imme-
diate study, you may wish to plen for general meetings of your Lesgue 2t
which the measures may be discussed. May I suggest the following order for
consideration of the various legislative subjects:

November -~ Educational Messureca
December -~ Child Welfare and Other Measures
January - Efficiency in Government Measures

I hope you will keep in mind in whatever plene you meke that it is of chief
importance thet there shall be women in your League qualified to talk with
your legislators on the measures in the program, Further word will be sent

you when it is time to plan such interviews.




D

udy Groups: The more deteiled matcrial which will be forwarded to you
leter will be suitable for the yse of small study groups if these can be
for

Government" . No better preparstion can be made for understanding support
of the League program in the legislature.

Egmbers and Voter Subscribers: This is the time of year to try for new
members and subscoribers to the Women Voter. With the 1927 session of the
legiclature only two months sway, we hope that all your members will wish
to read the Voter themselves and to see that other women have it as a
source of information on legislative iscsues., We need your help in seeing
that old subseriptions are renewed es well as new oneeg secured,

lease let us knox the nemes of your department chairmen, if appointmente
are made, and send us any news you cen of your League plans &nd activities.
e are always eager to hear from youe.

Very sincerely yourse,
il o o

1D

A S

Marguerite M. Yells,
President
MW ms
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Mrs. Richard T. Hargreaves,
e International Co-operation to Prevent War

My dear Member of the Legislature:

You will remember thet although ratification of the Child
Lebor Amendment was rejected by the 1926 Minnesots legislature, it was
vith only two votes to spare in each house. While it was a great dis~-
appointment to us that Minnesota was one of the states rejecting the
amendment, it is encouraging to know that that action is not final and
thet Minnesota will have an opportunity to retify in the future, since
21l penerslly sccepted constitutional authorities zgree that rejection
of & proposed amendment by eny legislature is no hindrance to reconsi-
deration there, Retificstion, hovever, is final; therefore, in only
four statce is the Child Labor Amendment & closed issue: Arkensag,
Arizona, Cslifornia, and Wisconsin, Those states have ratified, Inm
every other state the amendment is pending,

Since the smendment is still before the country end etill
n issue in thig etate, you mesy be interested in receiving more mater-
121 on the facts of child labor and the form of the amendment. Our
state office would be very glad to keep you in touch with all that is
being done to protect working children if you will let us ¥Know your
desires.

One question you will wish to raise &t once is whether any
progress has been mede throurhout the country in raising stete stan-
darde during the past two years. Some progress has been mede. Never-
thelesg, it is s£till true that no state which had a lover é¢tandard
than the former federal lawes has brought its own laws up to those
moderste standsrds since the two federal laws heve been declared un-
constitutional. Where progress has been made there is scarcely =
doubt thet the possibility of ratification of the Child Labor Amendment
stimulated the states to raise their own standarde, It is to be feared
thet if the threst of federal sction were removed forever, the little
progregs recently made will cease.,

Georgia has mede substantial improvement in i
today children in Georgiz mey still vork as meny hours 2




sixty hours 2 week for work in cotton end woolen mills, with overtime

alloved under certain conditions. In non-factory work there is still
10 regtriction on daily or weekly hours A compulsory school atten-
dence bill which would have zseisted greatly in raising standards

failed to pass

Louisiane end North Carolina heve improved their laws too,
ough in North Carolinz working children may still be employed for
houre 2 d2y and sixty hours s week in factories, and in work
of factories there ic no limitation. There is still no educe-
requirement for employment cgertificetes in these states, Side
with thig record of some slight advance in child lsbor standsrds
states stands another record - one of much needed reforms in-
and rejected by the same legislatures. A pamphlet giving these
in detail is sveilable at League headquarters,
One of the strongest arguments for federal action to prevent
the exploitation of children in industry is the history of the first and
When they vere in effect there was marked

t
second federal lsws. h
te legicslation and stzte enforcement. With the
€
0
b

improvement in both sts
minimum stendards of th
Forever closed, it is %
raised standards might

first act removed and the door to federzl zction
be feared that efforts to lower these newly

-
e succegsful.

Sincere foes of the child labor evil can place hope only in
ratification. It is our hope that Minnesot2 may be one of the first
gtates to 2dd ite name to the four that have ratified. Your continued
interest will be much appreciated.

Very sincerely yours,

Marguerite M, Wellg,
Presgident
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COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION

The proposal for a county board of education is not new., A commission on edu-
cation appointed as far back as the legislature of 1013 made recommendations
for desirable legislation including & provision for a county board of educe-
tion. Bills calling for the sppointment (instead of election) of the county
superintendent of schools were drafted during the 1923 session of the legisla-
ture but did not get 2 hearing.

A bill providing for a county toard of educstion of five membersg, tq_take

over educational matters at preszent handled by the board of county commis-
gioners and with power to apboint the county superintendent of schools was in-
troduced in the 1925 legislature but failed to reach & vote. It was prepared
by the association of cdunty superintendents in the state and was supported by
the Minnesota Education Associstion and the Minnesota League of Women Voters.
A zimilar measure will be introduced into the 192F legislature with the same
groups supporting it.

Statement by Miss Isabel Lawrence, Chairman
Committee on Education, Minnesota League of Women Voters

The proposal of a county boerd of educetion must be approved by everybody who
wishee country children to have opportunities more nearly equal with those of
city children. One of the most important requisites for getting all these
children cared for well, is & county superintendent who will work efficiently
all the time to ensure good teachers and good schools everywhere in the coun-
ty. A county superintendent chosen by a county board is fer more likely to
be the right kind of worker than one elected at the polls., The elected
official must deal too much with politics and spend too much time in getting
electeds A county superintendent, too, needs the advice end help of a county
board in doing things worthwhile in the schools,

Progressive statee, over thirty of them, have adopted the plan of a county
board of education which appoints the county superintendent of schools.
Election to that office by popular vote is & relic of the past, No other
school officer in the United States is e5 elected. The question has been
agked what sort of president we would secure for the stete University, or
what kinds of heade of our normel schools, if we reouired those officers to
geek election,

The election of the county superintendent of schools is undesirable on many
counte:

l. It is difficult for the voters to examine the qualifications or the re-
cords of those who run for the office.

2+ Able professional educators will not subjeot themselves to a long expen-
sive campaign to get themselves elected or re-elected., This results in
sometimes restricting the choice of the voters to two equally unfit can-
didates., (Many of our best Minnesote county superintendents are con-
gtantly resigning to accept more dignified and stable positions. Men
and women whose experience is invaluable to the state and county would
stay if they had the opportunity to do distinguished work, without the
necessity of politicel entanglements,)

The best plane for bettering schools take some years to show resulte.
No efficient county superintendent likes to find himeself out of office
before his plans mature. Neither does he relish taking time that
belongs to the children to do political canvagsing, '
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Pointe in favor of the proposed measure:

1. The position of county superintendcnt of schools will be reised profes-
gionally to the level of the city superintendent's office and permanency
in office sccured.

The loss of timc, moncy and dignity incident to 2 campaign for election
or re-clcction is eliminated.

The restriction of residence in the county will be removed. (The state
hes lost the services of some of ite most valuable county superintendents
because, by our present law, if not elected in their own county, they
cennot give any other county the bencfit of their expert gervices.)

The county bosrd of education through experience wWill become wise in
understanding of the school needs of the county and its advice will
assist every district in eolving local problems .

5. The oounty bosrd will entail little expense and cen contribute to elimi-
nation of waste in the conduct of the schools.

Statement by W.H. Detamore, County Superintendent of Schools, Blue Earth County
Legislative Chairmen, Minnesote Education Association
(Publiched in the Minnesota Education Association Journal for October 1926)

The c¢all for legislastion providing for & county boerd of education ie based
upon the belief that rural education is the most basic factor in our zgricul-
tural problem and that there is urgent nced for trained leadership in rural
life. It is felt that such & measure would strike at the very root of the
igsue by placing the office of couaty syperintendent of schools on & profes-
¢ional bagis analogous to thet of city superintendents rether than upon the
political basis as 2t present.

The bill introduced in the last legislsture provided for a board of five mem-
bers. The chief function of this board would be the appointment of 2 county
superintendent of eschools who would act as the executive secretary of the
board. It provided for the very obviously needed requirement of educational
qualifications for the office of county superintendent of schools., Such a re-
quirement is impossible under the present system and the selection of a suite-
ble percon for the work is left entirely to the hazards of election with no
restrictions vhatever.

It is further urged that the work of rural superviesion ie & peculiar field of
educetion requiring special training, and thet, with the uncertainty of the
elective system snd the present restriction of candidates to residente of the
county in which the service is to be rendered, there is no incentive to train
for this work. The proposed bill removes the restriction to the county and
permits of the selection of & well-trained person from any source Just ee
city superintendente are now chosen.

It is likely that the bill presented a2t the last legislature or one gimilar in
principle will be urged at the coming session of the legislature. Never
before have county superintendents becn morc nearly united upon the issuc.
Leaders in other branches of education sre zlso teking s decided stend for
this basic change in rural education., Other organizaetions, interested in
equal educational opporturnity a2s opposed to & double standard, are accepting
this change s¢ fundamental,

Note: Two different methodes have been proposed for electing the members of
The county bosrd of education: 1) by district school officers sssembled in
annual conve 2) by voters at the genersl election. -idianodget
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method of election of the County Board of Education provided in the bill
to the 1025 legislature (which will be re-submitted in the 1927

25 follows:

The board shall congist of five members elected by the voters of
ct

ejis
each commissioner district at the time of the general election in

November,

Bach member of the board shall be a resident of the ¢ anmissioner
district from which elected,

At the first election after the passage of the bill, two members
ghall be elected for two wears, two for four yesrs and one for
gix years., Thereafter the election shall be for six yesrs e&s the

terms expire.

The board would have the powers and duties now assigned to snd performed by
the board of county commissioners and in addition would be empovered to zppoint
the county superintendent of schools,

Members of the board would serve without pay, a per diem of $5.00 and mileage
for necessary travel being esllowed, the per diem being limited to $30 annually
for each member,

This methbod of election is deeirable because:

It is democretic, £Lvery voter 7 e voice in the selection of
the county board member in his ione€r district,

It takes nothing away from the powers ¢ 1¢ locel school bozrd.
It provides for a group that, through 2n experience of six years of
work together, will become wise in the understanding of school necds

of the county.

It entails little expense.




Federal Standcrds of Child labor Legislation

b
Miss Isabel lawrerce, 3t. Clouvd, Minn,
Chairman Committee on Tducation
Minrnesote leapgue of Women Voters

The two federal child labor lews of 191¢ and 1919 worked out en exveriment
of' the utmost value to the peovle of the United Stetes. ihese lews 4id
not specifically prohibit or regulate the emplorment of children. The
1916 lew (in operation for nine nonths) prohibited the shipment of pro-
duets of child,labor in interstate or foreign commerce. The 1919 law (in
operation for 55 Vesrs) taxed child-emploving industries.

The standards set up in these two lews were the same &
may expect in the wey of federasl legislstion under the
asged. They were:

nd irdﬂcate vwhat we
amendment if it ise

1. To children under 14 yeers to be emploved in mills,
canneries, workshope, factories or manufacturing
establiskmente,

Mo children under 16 vears to be emploved in mines
and ouvarries;

Children between 14 and 16 vesrs to work not more
than 8 hours ¢ day and eix days & week; no night work
(efter 7:00 P.M, or before €:00 4.M,) for children

of these ages.

It will be seen that thesc in truth minimum standards thet

port of enlightened public opinion thrueut the whole country.

ter of vitel concern to the genersl velfare of our country that
tanderds be esteblished for the United Stztes 28 & whole.

At to the fear that states' rights will be invaded - when shell we wake up
to the changes goinz on in thess United Stetes? Voters are oharglrg regs-
dence from one steatc to enother so often that a million were disfranchised

lest sglection. ic issues sre compezlled to ignnrz stete lines
manulfecturing corporation has twenty branches in &s many sbates.

A loed of children crosses the stete line in father! zcond hand Ford, to
co to work in industrislizec 1 ¢ undar g
condition subject %o no stete 1l They grow up to
lion native Americans who can nei r read nor write,
thet "nesrly evsry stote ﬂ.' com ry eduo ‘ion lavs, 0
for. the eduecution of veria chi whe stream
Must the szane sta:v q‘;-»aw -Z:m en trensported

ufuecturara? Crov »f these children are

. . .
the recch of

y bing the federcl law
¢onsider the children of the counbtry ss sousllv worthy
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THE NEW BILL FOR A FEDERAL DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
By Cornelia S. Adair,
Chairman, Committee on Education, National League of Women Voters

A survey conducted at the time the United States entered the World Yiar showed
that the educational activities of the government were carried on in more than
thirty departments, boards, commissions and bureaus. Large funds were involved
in these undertskings, vet there was no relation between the several agencies.

As early as 1862 there was agitation for & Federal Department of Eduycation. It
existed for one brief yeer (1867), but was speedily reduced to the rank of =
bureau. After that there were periodic attempts by Senator Owen to secure the
re-establishment of the department.

In 1918 Senator Hoke Smith introduced a bill calling for a Department of Educa~-
tion with a representative in the President's Cabinet and providing for Federsl
aid to the states for certain outstanding educational neecds.

For six years opposition to the bill centered against the further extension of
federal aid to the states, while sentiment in favor of = Department of Education
grew. Many who opposed the extension of federal aid, desire for education the
benefits which the Department of Agriculture - and other departments - have
secured for their constituents.

For this reason the friends of the measure decided to eliminate the entire gues-
tion of federal aid and concentrate on the establishment of a Department of
Eduycation.

The present Education Bill - known elso as the CURTIS-REED EDUCATION BILL -
cells for the creation of a Depsrtment of Education with s minister in the
President's cebinct. It provides that this department shsll conduct snd dis-
seminate educetionsl resesrch and make fact-finding investigations to aid the
states in maintaining efficient school systems. Educational progress is, at
present, seriously hendicapped by the need of juet such services 25 sre given
the people of the country by the Departments of Agriculture, Labor, Commerce,
etce A discovery in the field of agriculture is disseminated immediately but
educetional information is not so readily available, The Bureau of Education &s
only one part of the Department of the Interior doecs not poescgs the facilities
for gathering or dispcrsing educetional information with any degree of rapidity.

The bill also provides for the transfer to the Department of Education of the
Bureau of Fducation, the work of the Federal Board fer Vocetional Fducetion

and such other cducetional functions of the government 25 may be advantageously
traneferred,

Since it is obviously right thst certsin educational undertakings - for example
West Point and the Naval Acedemy - remain in their respective departments the
bill provides for en interdepertment council, consisting of one representative
and one alternate eppointed by the head of each department. This council will
meet at certein regular intervals to coordinste the educational activities
carried on by the several executive departments, and to devise ways and mesns
of improving the work of the federal government .,

The bill further provides that the sum of $1,500,000, or ac much thereof as mey
be necessary, shall be appropristed annually for the purpose of paying salaries,
for conducting studies and investigations, and for such other purpos€s gs may

be necessary to enable the Depertment of Educetion to carry out the provisions
of the act.

When we stop to think, it seems herdly poseible that the United Stetes is,
today, the only great nstion in the world without an officer in the government
devoting his entire time to educsti . . iith the vaet inequalitiece between the
8bilities of the states to sypnort “Question, 1t seeme imperative that there be
some means of collecting ang disscninating infcormation thet will tend to reduce
these differences.

If a parent owes to his child ¢ healthfyl body, cleasn morals and high ideals
then‘tPe state end notion owe to thet child the best possible opportunities for
a?talnlng an education. To deny him thie opportunity ie to fail in one of the
higher duties of citizencship.,




Minnesota League of Women Voters
1639 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis
November, 1 9 2 6

TEACHER TENURE

Efforts to secure teacher tenure legislation have been made in several past legis-
lative sessions by groups of teachers in the larger cities. In the 1925 legisla=-
ture & teacher tenure bill limited to the three first-class cities of the state
was introduced. It passed the house after a stormy session, by a vote of 83 to
32, but failed of pessege in the Senate. A similar bill will be introduced in

the coming session of the legislature.

The Minnesota League of Women Voters has, for the first time, included a teacher
tenure measure in its legisletive program for 1927, basing its action upon the
conviction that @ teacher tenure law will result in "essential protection, not
for teachers only, but for the schools and the school children”.

"The movement for teacher tenure legisletion in the United States has grown, in
some measure, out of & number of flagrant cases of political dismissal which have
sttained wide notoriety". such as those occurring in Denver (1515), Portland
(1913), San Diego (1918), Oklahoma (1922). "In meny of these cases groes injus-
tice was donme to individuasl teachers, principals. or superintendents. In almost
8ll of them severe injury has been inflicted upon the schools immediately con-
cerned; and in 2ll of them the hazerds of the teaching profession have been
emphasized, the work of the teacher discounted, end fine, high-minded youth dis-
couraged from entering it."

State teacher tenure laws have now been enacted in Celifornia, Colorado, Illinois,
Louisiana, Massachusetts, Maryland, Montaena, New York, New Jercey; Oregon and
Wisconsin, Six of these laws sre stete-wide in application; five of them are so
framed as to be applicable only to one or more of the larger cities of the state.

~
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The Netional Education Association in 1923 appointed a Committee of One Hundred
to study the problem of teacher tenure, The committee states that teacher turn-
over in the public schools of the several stetes is excessively large. Thousands
of teachers leave the profession each yrcar, Additional thousands chenge from one
position to another annually. The averape tenure in the public schools of the
United Stetes is four years, while the average tenure in rursl schools is but two
years., The tenure of school superintendents in the United States is but three
years, and the Bureau of Educetion states that of 510 superintendents reporting
in e survey made in 1922, 263 were elected annually.

This large teacher turnover is one of the weakest spots in our educationzl system.
"The menufacturer ies sble to estimate the financial loss to his business due to
labor turnover because his output it a tengible product. The school's product is
changes in the lives of boys and girls - & more intangible product which it is
difficult to messure. There is no question, however, but that there is an inesti-
mable loss in school efficiency each year due to teacher turnover. The first
requisite in teaching is that the teachers shall really know the pupil. He cannot
do this and change schools every year or two. In rapid teacher turnover it is the
child who suffers. When teaching is e Ezgpessign rather than a proféession, the
developing ideas, ideals, and sttitudes of children sre trampled underfoot," A
transient teacher contributes less to a community than one who remains and enters
into the life of the community.

Tezchers in the educational systems of the European countries, where 2 high degree
of school development has taken place, are much more completely protected by
tenure than are the teachers in the United States. No such policy zs the
"hire-and-fire" practice, common in our ststes, exists. Neither is there such &
thing as & "yearly contract" plan of election for teachers.

y
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Ellwood P. Cubberley in the publication entitled Fublic School Administration says:
"Compared with employees in other lines of work, the school teacher, under the
annual-election plan, is not accorded the tenure of position given to street o2
steam railviey employees, genersl business employees, policemen, firemen, or
government clerks, None of thesc have to apply over and over for positions which
they have been filling acceptably. nor run the chance of mannual election with its
attendant accidents and surprises. So long as these personsg render efficient
eervice they retain their places, and when they cease to do so they zre first
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then perhaps transferred to & less important position, and finally

"o valid argument has yet been proposed for the system of annual election of

teachers. Far from serving as 2 stimulus for efficiency and improvement, it must
and does inevitsbly mean anxiety for the teacher who stands for reappointment.

It must Bet as 2 drain on the nervous energy of the teachers and is economicelly
wasteful. The practice of 2nnual elections militates against the promotion of
sound professional stenderds, and with the eservations in their mindsz that an

incompetent teacher cen alweys be removed after s year's trial, there is not the

same pressure on selecting committecs to exercise the greatest care in making
eppointments.” (I. L. Kendgl in the Teachers' College Record for October 1924)

J. W. Crabtree, the secretary of the National Educeti Association, saye in the
Foremard to the special buylletin issued b; 1€ sgciaticn on the problem of
teacher tenure: "Injury is inflicted on both pupils 2ad teachers when the latter
are regerded as hirelings with no gue ee of remairiag in office over = year and

+
with the uncertainties of an annusl e ~rticn constantly facing them. Because this
+

condition mesns & loses to the children, to the nation, 2¢ well as to the teaching
body, the Naztional Education Association has long svood for the principle of
teacher tenure."

Rducstore are convinced that state-wide tenure legislation would do much in all
the states to stabilize the teaching profession end make it effeotive. Where
tenure is in force, tescher turnover due to political dismissals is reduced.

Dean M, E. Heggerty of the College of Education, University of Minnesota has sgaid:
"Continuous service for capeble, trained and txpcrlcnccd teachers is fundamental
to the well-being of American education at every level."

The standards for teacher tenure legislation that are agre
gsolving the tenure problem are:

1. Minimum training for entrance to the teaching proffession, four years of high
' 2 L =
school and at least two yeares of professionsl training.

2. A probetion period of two or three years,

This mekes tenure & rewsrd for faithful and efficient service, rather than
a guarenteed legiclative right for all. During the probationery peériod un-
successful and incompetent teachers may be "weeded out".

auses for dismissal cles steted in writing.

The efficient teacher m > protected and the inefficient teacher
eliminated.

The right of dismissel in the hands of the appointing power.
Due notice given the teacher in case of dismissel,
Teachers granted right of hesring, counsel, and appeal.

In the csse of permenent tenure, a system devised to insure improvement of
the teaching staff

This means that following the probationery period each teacher's services
chould be re-valuated every 5 or 6 years. Teacher tenure cshould insure pro-
tection to both the tescher and the community. The community has a right to
be protected agsinst teachers who do not keep themselves intellectuslly alive
and who do not carry on the duties of their office with an ever- ~-increasing
efficiency.

Note: The Resesrch Bulletin of the Nationzl Education Association, November 1924
and the report of the Committee of One Hundred of the N. E. A. on Teacher Tenure
in the United States, published in July 1926, are the chief sources for the fore-
going statement. Quotation marks are used, without especific references, to
identify extracts from these reports.
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QUESTIONNAIRE
on
Nominating Public Officials

le Are the following officials nominated by conventions or the direot primary in
your state?

Senators and representatives in Congress

State pfficiels

County officials

City officials

2. What state and county officials are elective in your state?

S5« If the direct primary is in use for nominating candidates -

)

How long has it been opereting?

Is it an open or closed primary?

Are ceandidetes nominated by plurality vote?

4. If the convention system is used for nominating candidates to office -

() How are the delegates to conventions selected?

(b) Is more than one convention held to do the nominating?

l. If so, describe system of conventions.

5, How are members of party committees selected in your state?
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My dear Board Member:

Mrs. Welter Thorp has invited the state board to meet
at her home, 4428 Fremont Avenue South, Minnespoliz,
for the next reguler meeting on Friday, December 10.
The meeting will be, as usual, an all-day meeting,
opening at 10:30 A.M.

This is the last meeting of the board before the open-
ing of the legislature early in January and it is
therefore particularly important that 211 members of
the board be present to agree upon final plans for the
support of our measures in the legislature.

Plegse let us know whether you will attend in order
that we may let Mre. Thorp know how many to expect for

luncheon.

Sincerely yours,

Emily Child,
Executive Secretary
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Report on Child labor in Beet Fields
in relation to child labor and
school attendance laws
by
Alice Kercher

Chairmon, Committee on Luw Enforecment
JMinnesotn League of liomen Voters

tiith the vstablishment of tho beet industry in Minnesota has come another
problen in ehild lubor and school attendance, That the condition is serious
is evidenced by the faet thot attention has been directed to tho econdition
in ths Annual Roport of the Indvstrial Commission.

Tho Child Labor znd School Attendance laws of Mimmesota provide, briefly,
e8 follows:

Pmanloyment of children under 14 is prohibited in certain specifie oceupa-
tions, but not including zgricultuvre, and empleyment of children under 14
in gny business whetever is prohibited during €he time in which the pub-
lic schools are in scsgion in the distriet of the child's residence.
Children between the ages of 14 and 16 who have completed the eighth
grade may be granted cmployment certificates upon complying with certain
speeific reguiremsnts,

The law also prohibits the employment of children under sixteen more than
48 hours a week or 8 hours in any day, or before 7 o'clock in the morning
or after 7 in the evening.

Every child between 8 and 16 is reouired to attend school during the full
time the public schools of his district are in session, which must be 7
nionths in each year, provided that he shall not be reguired to attend school
more than 10 months in any cne yeer; provided, further, that attendance

may be excuscd upon a Satisfactory showing that (s) the child is mentally
and physically unfit to attend; (b) that he hae completed the eighth grade
studies; (c¢) that there is no public school within a ressonmable distance
from his residence or conditions of weather or travel mcke it impossible

for him to attend, and (d) that he is absent for religious instruction.

Provision is muds for a school census to be taken between July 1 and Octoter
1, The clerk of the school board is charged with the duty of making this
census. Failure to take such a school census is grounds for withhelding
special state a2id until such census is token.

It is wade the duty of teachers and principals of rural or seni-graded
schonls to report to the county superintendent end of graded and high schools
to the city superintendent, children who are unexcused. The superintendants
ere required to notify varents to send children to school and upon failure
or neglect %o 4o so to notify the county attorney. Upon request of the
county attorney, teschers or school officers reporting unexcused absences
arc reocuired tn file eriminal complaints. Foilure to send child to school is

punishable by a fine of not exceeding $50 or 30 days in Jail; feilure of
teuchers and school officers to perform any duty reauired in eonnection with
seeuring attendunce of children is msde o misdexmeanor and punishable by
fine or jail sentencs,

The Industrial Commitkion is jiven concurrent power with school officials
to enforce the provisions of the attendance law end is charged with the
enforcement of the c¢hild labor lew,

The beet grovwing season in Minnesota is from May teo late November. Families
leave %the cities as eorly as April and do not return until late Noverber,
During this time ‘tho children are out of school. The districts to which the
children go do net assume the responsibility of the education and welfare
of these children and the district from which they come is not concornsd.

The expericnce o1 nther stetes who have this problem confronting them in a
larper measure thon our own ruy bde valuable,

Colorzdo It is estimated that between 6000 and 7000 children are employed
in the bzet fields, many of them chiidren of migratory families. The school
attendence laws tnd ch'ld lator laws of Colorade do not vary greatly from
our own, cxcept that the duty of enforcing attendance is charged to the loeal




-2—

school board, throuzh a locel attendance officer, in each school district.

This small wunit of administration hascsused trouble. Often membars of the board
and attendance officers themselves are beet growers and perscnully interosted
in the employment of children.

An attempt %Yo cope with the problem hes been made in two counties where "beet
vacetions" have been arranged in the soring and fall and a summer session
held. These schools have been in sxistence too short a time to prove their
value, according to a report of the U S Children's 2uresu (Pulletin 115 U 8
Department of labor) This report alse showed a high degree of retardation
among the beet children and that a considerable percentage of them have ac-
quired orthopedic defects.

California The hours during which children mey be employed and reauirements
in relation to school attendance are much liks our own, except that the Calif-
ornia law specifically requires that when a child is removed from one part of
the state to enother he shall immediately be enrolled in the schools of the
pluce to which he has removed.

The enforcement machinery is more sdequate then our own. The law provides for
the registration of all children between the cges of 3 and 18 during the first
week in October and provides a penaliy for perents failing to register their
children. Under the haphazerd systsm of our own state, & migrant child would
have & very good chance of not bteing counted at all, or being counted several
times, while under the Califerniz lew all must be counted once.

The law also provides for the cppointment of an attendance officer in each
county. lowever, many counties have disresarded this provision of the law and
on that cccount many countics meke no systemetic effort to securc anforcement
of ettendance laws, The labor Dem rtment is charged with the employment laws,
but inedecunte epprooriationg for the employment of inspectors helps to
nmillify this feature of the law,

Provision was made by the 1921 Legisleture for schools for migratery children,
but these have, I am told, for thc most part been discontinued as unsuccessful,

Vebraska Nebraska has included employment in beet fields under the maximum
hour provision of its child labor law,

Ohio In this state the employmant of children under 16 is prohibited during
school hours and under 14 outside school hours exocent in irreguluar service which
is defined as (a) service which does not involve confinement, (b) does not
involve continuous strain, (c) is interrupted with rest and recreational

periods and does not require more than four hours work in any one day or

24 hours per week.

Suggestions for consideration:

1. 4 change in our law substituting for our school census the Californie
registration system.

A chunge in our law providing for the appointment of a stete and county
attendunce officers.

A chenge in our law making the position of county superintendent appointive,
instead of elective.

The estublishment of vacation schools in the beet growing distriects during
the summer months.

Urging the Industrial Commission to appoint additional inspectors for duty
in the beet growing areas rfuring the time when school is in session.

Phe amendment of the child labor law so that it will be impossible for
children under sixteen to be employed eight hours per day at any time and
children under 14 thct lons during vacetion time.
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My dear Local League Chairman:

The stete legisleture will convene January 4., Will you therefore plan to
have representatives of your local League see the senators and representa-
tives in your district some time before they leave for St. Paul in order to
enlist their support, if possible, for the measures in our legislative
program,

I hope that at leagt members of your board will meet before Christmae to go
over together the legislative program forwarded in my letter of November 9.
Each board member will then, I hope, plan to form a study group early in
January to study 21l the various measures of our program. Mimeographed
material on the Educational Measures is being sent now under separate cover.,
A little lester you will receive similar material on the other Public Welfare
measures in the program and the Woman Voter for December 15 will contain an
article on Efficiency in Government measures.

Some of our Leagues 2re planning an open meeting in December or early in
January, at which a legislator will speak on the way the state legislature
is organized and its procedure in handling bills. A brief review of the
measures in our program might be presented st such 2 meeting by someone
sufficiently familiar with them to do this easily. In any event I hope mem-
bers of your board will soon become informed on the legislative program and
that you will plan to have them see your representatives to the legislature
in the next few weeks. And plesse let us have s rt of the interviews.

The Degember issue of the Woman Voter is to be a LEGISLATIVE NUMBER. (an
you not delegate to some member of your board responsibility for meking a
special effort to secure renewals snd subscriptions? It is important to
the state organizetion snd to your locel League 23 well that your community
be well represented in our subscription list for the Woman Voter,

We have for free distribution & recent pamphlet containing & list of the
PUBLICATIONS of the National League of Women Voters classified by subjects.
We shall be glad to send you copies of this pamphlet for the use of your de-
partment or committee chsirmen, if you will let us know that you wish them.

Sincerely yours,
A
FAAGADALNIU,
, A Merguerite M. Wells,
President
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STATE AID TO SCHOOLS

The beginning of our present system ~f state aid to public schools in Minnesota
oceyrred in 1881 when an appropristicn of 20 thousand dsllars was made by the
legislature under & law enacted in 1878 providing for 2 grant of $400 to any
school district maintaining an acceptable high echool., The state chare in
public eschool support has increased steadily since then with the purpose of pro-
viding, a¢ equitably as mey be, the same educetionel opportunity for &ll the
state's children.

State a2id to public schools is iystified upon the assumption that "public educe-
tion is of such vital concern to the state as 8 whole that it is just to plasce a

yniform tax upon all the wealth of the state for its support.”

Supplemental Aid

In the list of more than twenty-five different forms of state aid for specific
purpsses to schools in this state, suypplemental aid is recognized as the form of
aid that now reaches the school districts most in need of it. "It is without
question the most fair and equitable form of state aid" because it embodies the
principle on which state support of education is besed - "from every district

pocording to its sbility end to every district according to its needs".

The principle of giving assistance 1o districts whose tax levies indicate a

heavy burden of school maintenance was first embodied in our laws in 1915. The
supplemental s2id law has been amended & number of timeg, each change represent-
ing improvement in the method of distribution of tbis zid. The amendment adopted
by the 1923 legislature merked an epoch in school aid distribution. Before

this, state aid had nersistently flowed to the richer parts of the state. That
amendment provided that when a local tex rate of 20 mills does not produce an
income of $40 per pupil, then the state will make up the difference, basing its
grant of supplemental aid upon the number of pupils in attendance 2t least 40
days during the school year.

A provision included at the eleventh hour in the appropriation bill of the 1923
legiglature seriously hendicapped the original purpose of this amendment. It
provided that if funds appropriated for educstional purposes ghould be insuf-
fioient to pey all claims, then all fixed aids should be paid in full first and
supplemental aid should be prorated from the remainder of the funds aveilable.
This resulted in cutting down the supplemental aid to 590% cents on the doller
and caugsed great hardship to poorer school districts where, relying upon the aid
promiged, definite improvements had been put into operation.

The legislature of 1925 provided by appropriation for funds to pay supplemental
aid not only for the 1925-27 biennium but also made a deficiency appropriation
covering the shortage in supplemental aid for 1023%-25 resulting from the 2ction
of the 1923 legislature. This latter appropriation, however , waa vetoed by the

gOovernor.

Proposed Amendment %o Supplemental Aid Law

Great progress has been mede in the development of rural school standards through
the system of supplemental 2id. Further amendment to increase the equitable
operation of the supplemental sid law is desirable. An amendment increasing the
smount of aid per pupil from $40 to $45 will be proposed to the 1927 legislature.
At the same time an effort will be made, in the administration of the law, to
serutinize more carefully than ever before facts esteblishing the eligibility of
school districts to receive supplemental aid as provided under this law,

Emphasis must be placed upon the necessity of guarding againsi a deficiency in
the appropriation for supplemental aid in future since the resulting hardship
and emberressment to school districts that heve complied with the letter and
spirit of the law in meeting higher standards 1in their schools than could be
provided for from local funds, is particularly ascute in this form of aid.




Lengthening the School Term

"One of the outstanding inequalities between the rural and urban school is the
length of the school terms" The standard school term in city schools is nine
monthss 1In certain country schools it falls much below this ctendard The

£

ys for

reral child with & schoosl open only 140 deys, instead of the 180 »r 190 &
city schools; must attend school ten years to finish eight school grades

&

An interestihg example of the use of state 2id to stimulate local communities- to

provide better school opoortunities for their children lies in the semi-annusl
payment, from the state endowment or apportionment fund, to schools meeting =
certain requirement a2s to the length of the school term.

Trﬂv‘ars to 1923, eix months was the term prescribed to entitle school districts
to receive the benefits of this fund. The term was incressed to seven months by
the 1923 legislature through adoption of an amendment propoged with the support
of the League of Women Voters. At present 76 per cent of the school children of
the state 2re in schools with a nine months' term, 20.3 per cent have an eight
months' term 2nd 3.6 per cent heve & seven months' term. This lastter group in-
cludes some 20,000 children.

To encourage the extension of the term in all zch ; ig months, the fol-
lowing amendment will be proposed to
"That for each ungrade lem : choaL with a school year
eight months, the stat 1 digtrict $150 for
teacher employed, provide of such aid for an
tary schoopl shall i as . hundred dollars."
Statemente made by county superintendente of schools in favor of lengthening the
school term are represented by the followinge quotations.

[ T G - : . :
If communities could appreciate the desirability of lengthening the term and
riving the children the opportunity to ¢ .e1d they would not be 16 to 17 vears

¢ A 2 . a

old before they completed the 8th grede, or become discouraged and lesve gchool

rad

at 16, having finished only the 5th or Ath grade,"

"I am very much in favor of = bill raiging the minimum zchool term to eight
monthe, There is no reason why one-fourth of a child's time should be take
from him and he be compelled to g0 to school from one to three yvears langer in
order to cover the same ground a2s his more fortunate brother in districts
having longer terms."

ig the business of the state to insist on the adeaquste ﬁreuarntian of
uture voters for an intelligent discharge of their duti ag
rely the state should see that none of these growing vafers
handicapped in their prepsrstion beecause, through no feult of their own,
live in & distriet that supports a gix or seven months' school. Do you
any reason why & child living in the country should not have the same
tional advantages 8s onc living in towni"

T

Note: Statements or asrticles valua refercnce meterial are contained in
the Journales of the National Eduy ﬂsuian Associstion (Nov. 1623 s b, 1925) and
of the Minnesots Education Associstion (Mz) ﬂctalrr 2 brief articl
by Mrs, F, W. Wittich on Financing Education in Minnes ey in the Minnesota
Woman Voter for May 1926, Other gpurceg used in the i of this state-
ment are a reprint of the address by E. M. Phillips > Department of
FEducation on Stete Support of Public Se choole in Wlnnﬁ 3tn

of the State Board of Eiucatian on Revision of State £il (

the Interim Committee on Educetion {aprointed by the 1¢21 ltglhl

e




RCUND ROBIN
Fifth Region, National Lesgue of Women Voters

The annual state convention is to be held in Helens in January. It is a Montana
League custom to hold its convention st the cenitol at the time of the legislative
Session.

ICWA

Congratulations to the Iowa women in general and the League of Viomen Voters in parti-
cular upon the success of the November referendum in which women won the right, pre-
Viously denied them, of being elected to the legislature. The League did a valiant

piece of work in making this referendum & success.,

Parkes, regional secretary, attended the state board meeting in Des Moines
ember 5.

SOUTH DAKOTA

The annual state convention was held at Huron, October 26 & 27. Mrs. John L. Pyle,
who has been president since the beginning retired st this time and was made honor-
ary president as a tribute to her long service as president of the League and pre-

viously as president of the suffrage organizat ion.,

Guests st the Convention were Mrs, Harris T. Baldwin, chairman of the National
League Living Costs Committee, Miss Wells, regional director, end Mrs, Parkes,
regional secretary.

Delightful features of the convention were two luncheons fea aturing Young Voters. At
the first luncheon & cest from the Huron College Lesgue presented "The ramlly Takes
Notice", with excellent effect. The second luncheon was a birthday party to young
women who hed come of ags during the year.

November 18 & 19 a meeting of the South Dakota League Council was held at which Mrs.
E, W, Feige of Huron was elected chairman. Other officers elected were vice-chair-
men, Mrs. P. He Kelley of Mitchell; secrct tary, Mrs. G, B, Tuttle of Mitchell;

treasurer, Mrs. Fred Hoffmen of Sioux Falls.

NORTH DAKOTA

The Grand Forks Herald, October 31, cerried an spnreciative editorial on the work of
the North Dakots League in getting out the Vote st the November elsctions. Says the
Hersold:

'Numerous orgsnizations herve devoted themselves to the tesk of impressing on
Americen citizens the responsibility which rests on them in the possessicen of the
ballot and in developing a conception of the duty which is incumbent on each
individuel to use the ballet, end to use it thoughtfully snd conscientiously,
The League of Women Voters has oerformed splendid service in this direction, and
n

1

its educationsl work hss been of the highest value.

Another piece of get-out-the-vote work was accomplished by the North Dskots Uni-
versity Lesgue of Women Voters st the camnus elections. Believing in women in
public office, the University League insisted uvon women cendidstes for campus
office snd for the first time in history e ght women were elected,

The North Deskote University League is exclusive! - but it remsins democrs
Cpndidetes for membership sre obliged to prove = real snd intelligent in t
the purposes and program of the Lesgue., Twenty-one such cendidetes were
et the supper meeting of the League December 1 et the home of

Gremd Forks.

e
ere

The Minot Lesgue has already held two meetings this year end msde plens for a month-
ly meeting with s series of distinguished speskers on subjects relsted to the North
Dekota Leegue program of work.

Miss Gertrude Skinner, Grend Forks, has been eppointed chairmen of the state Child
Welfare Committee,

1639 Hennepin Ave., Minnespolis Marguerite M, Wells, Regional Director
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MINUTES
STATE BOARD MEETING
November 12, 1926

The regular meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota Lespue of Women Voters was
held et the headquarters of the stete Lespue, 1639 Hennepin Avenuc, Minneapolis, en
Friday, November 12, 1926,

The meeting vee called to order 2t 10:30 A.Ms, Mice Yelle presiding. Mecmbers of
the Board preeent were Mise Welle, Mre. Wittich, Mre. Thorp, Mrs. Cobb, Mrs.
McKnight, Mre. McGuire, Mre, Spcer, Mrs. Dowling, Mre. Ringetsd, Mise Lusk, Mrs.
Dietricheon, Miss Lawrence, Mise Monahan, Mrs. Gsus, Mrs. Cant and Mre. Colby.
Others precent were Mre. James Peige, Mice Beggin, Mice Child, Miss Hempe, and Mrs,
Rovley of Brainerd.

The minutee of the last meeting 2t Feribault snd of the post-convention meeting of
the Executive Boerd at Duluth werc re=d by the secretary snd erproved. The secre-
tary wee suthorized to make the minutes of the pre-convention bosrd meeting =
permanent rccord for the files, the reading being dispensed with by consent.

Treasurer's Report

Mre. Cant reported 2 bzlance of $498. . October 1, Amounts reccived in ouotes
totelled $1108,17. Other reccipte smounted to § 3j8.4Y The totsl disbursemente
during the month were $956.75, leaving 2 balence on hand November 1 of $979.68.
Bills payeble amounting to $858.68 were reported. IT WAS VOTED on motion of MNre,
McKnight, second of Mrs. McGuire, that the bills be allored.

Mrz. Cent 2lso reported totel receipts and disburcements for the yeer ending
October 30. %xpenditures totaslled $11,543, the estimeted budget for the yeer being
$12,204., IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. McGuire, sccond of Mre. Dovling, to asccept
the treasurer's report for October and for thc pest fiscal yesr.

The Lecgue's books, Mre, Cant reported, vere audited se usual on November 11 by Mr,
Jonee, through his generosity in giving hie holiday to the work, IT WAS VOTED on
motion of Mre. ¥ittich, second of Mre., Spear, thet e letter of thanks be gent Mr.
Joneg,

Finanee

Mise Child reported on the follow-up by letter of YWomen Citizen subscribere secured
during drives in the fzll of 1925. Thirty-five renewals resulted.

Mrg. Wittich reported frvorably for the plan of politiczl advertising, e2s tried out
in the Oectober numbecr of the Voter.,

Orgoenizetion

Miege Begpin reported upon ficld tripe since September ce follovs:

9th Dietrict - Moorhced, Lake Park, Frozee, Havwley
8th District - Virgini=, Hibbing, Colerzsine, Grend Rzpidez 2nd Eveleth
6th District - Steplecs, 'izdenz, Breinerd, Park Reapide and Bemidji

In Bemidji a group of vomen zeking for Lezgue organizetion werc (pending Board
action) tent=tively offered affilistion with the stete League 2g » study League,
gince the group voe not representative of the rhole community. IT WAS VCTED on
motion of Miss Lawrence, second of Mrs. Yittich, thet the Boerd sccept Mise Beggin's
recommcnd=tion and 2pprove the estudy Lecgue in Bemidji.

The queetion of the desirsbility of 21llowing Moorhced to continuc =& = study Lezgue
woe raised. Mise Beggin rccommended thzt no sction to urge organizetion =g o
Leapgue be taken until the yeer ie up in March, 1927. IT ".AS VOTED on motion of
Mrs, Vieeks, scoond of Miss Lawrence, to takc no setion to urge Lesgue orgenizetion
upon Moorhesd for the pregent.

Reports of District Chairmen

Third Distriet - A eecrics of meetings hsve been planned by the Northfield Lesgue on
county problems; one addresgscd by the cheirmen of the Taxpayere' Union, ond tve
othere by loecal lewyers. Excellent Get-Out-The -Vote vork “gg cerried on before

the election.
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Fourth Dictrict - Mies Lusk reported thot condidetes! meetinge vere conducted in
every =ard in St. Paul. Voting informztion booths vwere conducted two vwee ke pre -
ceding €¢lection, to regieter votere end tesch the mcohanice of voting. The blﬁy,
"The Votecr'e Dreem" vae Fiven 2t seven verd teas., A luncheon *ce held for Mrs.
Beldvin, Nationsl Living Costs Chrirmen.

Fifth District - Mre. Brysn reported on -ork to pet-out-the-vote. Thirty neighbor-
hood meetings were erranged, “ith on average attendence of 10 “omen. A leader wWag
present ot esch meeting to etimylete interest in volunteering for house-to-house
canveesing. Report blanke were issued to be filled in by cenveessers,

Seventh District - Mre. Doviling reported on the get-out-the-vote campaign directed
by the Olivie League in the whole community. "block chzirmen" vere provided in the
towns end township chairmen in the country, who cslled 21l late voters by telephone
and sent cars to tokc them to the polls! The vote of Renville County wae roised
20%.

Bighth Listrict - Mrs. 8peer reported on the cftermeth of the stzte convention.
She seid it stirred Duluth but miseed meny outeide tovne on mccount of the M.E.A.
gectional meeting in Virginie. In the pet-out-the-vote cempaign the League
cooperated with the Duluth Kivenis Club. At one meeting for cendidates, 300
attended. She outlined the proposed program for the coming monthe - tvo tslke on
Texstion, a "Public "ielfere in Government" tee -t vhich the Child Lebor Amendment
dislogue will be re=d, end the Rowell luncheon, scheduled for November 22.

Ninth District - Mre. Yeeke reported thet the Detroit Lakee Leapgue is meeting
regularly every other veek, using "Current Questions in Government" oe = pert of
each progrem, A get-out-the-vote camprign of svetemetic telephoning was used in
seversl towns of the Ninth District a2nd proved very successful.

A letter wse resd from Mre. G, W. Friedrich of St. Cloud submitting her resignetion
2¢ cheirmen in the Sixth District. IT “AS VOTED on motion of Mres. McGuire, 0
of Mice Monshan, thet the resignetion of Mrs. Friedrich be 2ccepted “ith reg

Y @

Action on Committee Vecancies

¥
committee to make sugpestione 2¢ to chairmen for the committees on Child '"elfsre

IT *.AS VOTED on motion of Mre. Golb » £€cond of Mre, Powling, that the cheir eppoint
and Living Costs. Mies uek, Mre, Cont -nd Mre. Ringsted were nomed by the chair.

Young Voters and College Leagues

Mige Child revieved the history of the college Leagues in Minnesotaz, of vhich there
are four (St. Cloud, Moorhe=d, “winonz, Hrmline). Macnlester hae 9 committee on
organizetion named loet spring but the coming of o new Deen of " omeén to the college
hae gince then held up the plan., A ne college Lesgue =t the Univeresity of
Minnesota vee reported =g having been organized by o group of law and political
ecience students, 1In classes on Modern Socizl Reform in the Sociology Department
of the University, the Le-gue h-g been seeirned e o topic for study by the closzs.

Mre. Spﬁ?r mgked about dues for college Lec pues, Miee Child reported thot there ie
no speecific Netional Lecgue recomme ndetion on thie subjeet, It ie recommended thst
individual membershipes or a group affilintion fee be pzid to the state Lezguye. Sub-
gcription to the ‘iomen Voter for ezeh member is the only requect mede g0 fer of our
Minnesot~ college Leagucs. Mice welle suggested = flet quote of five doll=re, more
or leee depending upon the size of the group, to be peid to the etete Lenpue. Mre.
Spear thought the minimum peyment from s college Lezgue to the state oucht to cover
the cost of sending « eubscription to the Voter to each member.

Mre. Wittich reported the House Party eiven recentlv by Mrs, McKnight, 2t her Crices
Croge Cnbin, to the membere of the Lecpue group 2t the University. The *ork of the
League was discussed by stote officers snd committee chsirmen.

Diestribution of "The Voter's Dream

Yrs, MeGuire's ploy drametizing the plesz to vote is being distributed in mimeo-
graphed form, The Nationsl Lezpue hae = supply of copi€s ond requeste for it hsve
been reocived here from verious states including New York.




De pertment Reports

-
=]
3
o+
o}

Mre, MeGuire reported for the Leportment of Intern~tion-1 Coop o Frevent
¥or by riving the orcsent etotus of the Torld Court. Mre. ttich's report for the
Depertment of Effici€ncy in Government wne o resume of the Lespue ¢ part in the
legt election. There folloved zencral discucsion of the Lespue's policy of sending
auestionnaires to condidotee ond of vhether more detailed informetion might be
furniehed the public by the Lecpue, on pointe not covered in the questionncire,

Stete Legisleotive Plone

The letter on the Child Labor Amendment recently s-nt over Mise “ells' eirnature to
legielators vse read by the secretiry. The supgrettion vas mede thet One-DNay
Schools on the legislative mecsures mirht be recommended to loewl Lespues and
plenned in connection with orgznization work mhere no locel Lesgue exists, There
wes discussion 52 to vhether local speakers could be secured, qualified to discuse
the legiclative mezsureg, =nd zttention “se c21lled to the denger that locol gpeakers
might represent o personal prejudice in epesking reother then presenting the subjeot
from an adeou=te boackground of information. Miss Monzhen —ae ssked to report on the
trevelling forum arrenged by the Illinois Le=pue of “omen Voters under the suepicees
of the joint legiclotive committee of Illinoie vith speakere on each geubject in the
legislstive program. Mise Monah=n, who vee one of the epeakers, s2id thet one-day
schools lneting from 10:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. vere held in the leeding town of five
different districte in the stete. IT "AS VOTED on motion of Mre, MeGuire, second

of Mre. Dovling, thet the chair neme 2 member of the boerd to investipate the

poeeibilitics of such @ plan in Minnesota. Mre, McGuire vee sppointed to follow up
this suggeestion.

1
b L

The desirebility of havine study sroupe on the legicl=tive progrem in ezch loesl
League wee sugpeeted in the discussion. Mre. *ittich thousht thet the plan mirht
1

be recommended to locel Lempuee of neking state legicletors to epeek before the
Lezarue on legislztive procedure =t =n open meeting.

Mrg. McKnight reported heving intervieved Mr. Bellovs of the % .C.C.0. radio station
and secured hie approvsl of wcekly tolks under Lecpue sugpices during the winter
months. The period slloved ie half sn hour ond the board vas - ereed that 4:00 p.M,
Tuegdey vee prefer~ble to the 2:00 P.M. hoyr thst “e heve hzd in the past. Mre.
McKnight s£oid theot the Execcutive Committee recommended dizlorues instezd of the
ueuzl talke =g @« methnd of presenting the informction. IT “AS VCTED on motion of
Mrg. Tittich, eeaond of Mre, Spear, that = committee of six be appointed bv the
cheir to pool ideze on dizlorues and to be respongible for their prepsration.

FPederal Lepisletion

Mrs. J. M. Gzue reported thet, folleving =« reoueet from Mise Sherwin that the state
Lezgue plan to hove U. S. scnztors end representatives infermed of the meternity
end infency vork in the stote beforc their return to “sehington, the Executive Com-
mittee delegeted to her responeibility for the immediste vork neccssary to reach the
senatore., Nrs. Geue steted th:t it had been imposeible to resch Senztor Schall,
because of illnces, but thet “ritten motericl will be sent him et bhis request. An
intervier were arroanged for Senztor Shipstead ~ith Dr. Boynton, in her office, to
ensble him to sec how the vork is cdministered there. The intervier proved, in

Mrs. Gaus' opinion, most “orthrbile, Mre. Grue rec-mmended thot further effort te
made to errenge for cn interview vith each congresermen by 2 member of the Leneue

and s loeal physicizn in close touch with the vwork in the stete, in order to enlist
their cctive intereet in telking with membere of the Senzte whn vill vote upon the
measure in December, At the request of the chzir, Mies Child recd the nomes of
reprecgentatives from cich congression=l district end cgreement “as rezehed zg to =
representetive of the Le~pue in e€och district, to be responsible for esrrying out
the plsn sugpeeted. Mre. Colby 2ereed to secist by vriting, or cesking Dr. Colby to
write, to physiciane known to be fovortible to the 1 ork in certein of the districte,

Other Busineezsa

A letter from Mice Sherwin mae recd by the seeretary cekine that deleg-teg be
appointed to revpresent the stote Lesgue ot the Qonference on the Czuse 2nd Cure nf
"'r in Yeshington, December 5-10. IT %AS VCTED on mntinn of Mrs., Dietrichson,
gecond of Miss Lusk, thot Mrs. Peipe be nomed ce¢ » delepg=te. IT %'AS VCTEr on
motinn of Mre, MeGuire, second nof Mrs. Spesr, thet Mrs, MeKnirht be nemed sg
delegste.,

The meeting ~“djourned =2t 4:00 F.M Respectfullv submitted,
Ruth Gzre Colby, Sceretesry




MINUTES
STATE BOARD MEETING
December 10, 1326

The regular meeting of the State Board of the Minneeota League of Women Voters was
held at the home of Mrs. Walter Thorp, 4428 Fremont Avenue South, Minnespolis, on
December 10.

The meeting was called to order at 10:40 A M., Miss Wells presiding. Members of
the State Board present were Miss VWelles, Mre. McPnight, Mrs, Wittich, Mrs. Ueland,
Migs Lusk, Miss Lewrence, Mre. Dowling, Mrs. Thorp, Mre. Botsford, Mrs. Ringstad,
Mre. Ramsey, and Mre, cent. Thére were aleco present Miss Merrill, Mise Begein,
Yrs. Yohn R, Parkes, Mre. Griswold and Mige child.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read by Miss Child in the ebsence of Mrs,
Colby and approved.,

Tressurer's Report

Mrs. Cant reported & balance of $979.68, November 1, and receipts during the month
amounting to %1002.22, of which £668.08 was in quota receipts. Disbursements
amounted to $1231.00 of which $458.05 was in salaries and $162.00 for the national
quota, leaving a balance December 1 of £750.90. Bills pavable were reported
amounting to $323.01. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mre. Ueland, second of Mrs.
Mc®night, that the report be accepted and the bills allowed,

The Woman Voter

Miss Child reported Mr, Keller's decision that he cennot continue to publish the
Moman Voter under the present arrangement cince the advertising does not reimburse
him for the cost of publication., Mrs. Yittich suggested that it might he well for
the League to emttempt to finence the Voter by securing political advertising before
each election, The =oliciting of advertising from candidates by those qualified to
tell them about the work of the League is worthwhile to bring the League to their
ettention. Mre, "ittich sugeested an arrancement with the Minneapolis Leapgre by
which the loczl ‘eapue would receive the commiscsion on ads they might secure from
candidates before the primary election next epring, thus affording 2 source of in-
come for both the city and the state Lesgue. IT YAS VOTED on motion of Mrg.
Wittich, second of Miss Lusk, thet the plan suggested by Mrg., “Wittich be approved
and followed up in the future, and that, while weiting for a written communication
from Mr. Peller, tentative inquiries be mede as to the poseibilities of printing
the Voter in Minneapolis. 1t was suggested that our first spproach should be to
Yr, Kranhold since he had rr

Report of Field Secretsry

Miss Beggin reported field trips during the period since the last board meeting 2s
follows:
2nd District - Janesville, Manksto
3rd District - “eet St. Paul, Chaske, Young Americe, Farminzton,
Shakopee, and Norwood
10th Pistrict Columbie Heights

ica, in the Third District, has lost the who were the active
membere of the Lespue sand vho h to Norwood. She therefore recommnended
thet Young Americs be dropped from our list of local Leagues. IT WAS VUTED on
motion of Mrs, McKnight, sccond of Mrs. Dowling, thet Mice Beggin:s rec ommendation
be approved by the board. A new Lesgue in Norvood will replece Young America in
the roll of Third District Lesgyes.,

Reporte by District Cheirmen

Firet District - Mrs., Botsford reported that the ' inona League had Mre, "dittich &
speaker at its meeting on Uecember 15. The atudy groups thet vere formed lset
spring will resume worl sfter the holidave uysing the program of League legislative
MERASUres .

Third District - Mrs. Ringestsd reporte € election of 2 new chairmen of the loec=
League in Yorthfield to take the p has been holding until & chairman couyld




be secured, Plans have been made for Northfield to join with the Faribault
in interviewing state legislators before their departure for St., Paul.

Fourth District - Mise Lusk reported that the Ramsey County League has bteen
holding & series of legislative luncheons for committee and board members, with an
sttendance of sbout 30 2t each luncheon, the object being to review measures in
the legisletive program. Mise Lusk reported a very succeseful luncheon meeting
late in November in cooperation with the Association of Commerce with Chester H,
Rowell 28 speaker. She ectimsted thet 150 out of 229 attending were not L:ague
members.

Fifth District - Mrs. McKnight reported that study groups on the legislative pro-
gram h°ve been forming repidly in many wards of the city as the re=ult of MNrs,
Brvan g €fforts. A CpE&ﬁLrSt file is being orgenized with the names of those who
become €quipped to speask on individuml mczssures. The Minnespolis Leasuc luncheon
for Yre. landes, mayor of Seattle,; was reported as exceedingly stimuleting in its
emphasie upon the importance of city government. Mrs. McKnight reported plans fer
entertaining membere of the Hennepin County delegation in the coming legiclature
at luncheon, with speakers to explain the messures in the League legislztive pro-
gram. The serieg of five lecturcs on the internstional situstion by Frofeszsor
Quigley of the Univeresity resulted in & net income to the League of approximstely
$200. The plen in the Minneapolis League of arranging for all-day board meetings
three times.a yesr in which the work of €ach of the three departments of work is
festured in the afternoon seseion, wae mentioned ae & succeesful plan,

Seventh District - Mrs. Dowling reported that the Olivia Lezgue in Renville County
has communicated by letter with each representative and senator in the J. 8.
Congress in regard to renewal of the Sheppard-Towner appropriation znd also with
the memberes of the state legislature in regard to measures in the gtate League pro-
eream. She resd 2 letter from the chairmen of the Atwster Leapgue reporting upon
local Leapgue setivitics.

Federal Legislation

ln the sbsence of Mrs. Gaus, Mies Child reported upon further work in behalf of the
renewal of the federal maternity a2nd infancy appropriztion., A letter was sent

esch congreseman over Mise Welle' signsture together vith 2 stetement on the work
in Minnesota prepsred by Dr. Ruth Boynton 2nd, in certsin instences, interviews
were arranged with physicisne in touch with the work.

At the request of the chair, 2 Cﬁﬂ”UﬂiC”tiﬂn wae read from Micss Morgan of the
Nationzl League to her departiment chairmen asking that resol ut1on° urging the presi-
dent to continue negotistions in behalf of the "or sent to National
Legsgue headauarters.. The chair reported word from Mise Harrison of the National
Lesgue, in answer to 2 meesapge ssking whet form action for the court nox shoulé
take , in which the action of the Notional Lezgue Executive Committee in addreseing
an official communication to the president vas reported, together with the
committee'es recommendation that letters ~f this type be rent also by =tate and

local beapguee. ~t was sgreed thet the state bosrd chould sddreses a similar communi-
cation to the president and thet 2 committee of tvo sppointed bwv the chair should

be asked to prepere the wording of the letter., Mrs. Ueland and Miss lusk were named
by the chair and reported the following reco mmendetions: "that the zecretary be
zuthorized to #rite to the president of the United Statee reaffirming our support

of the entry of the United States into the ‘rorld Court and reepeotfully urging that

he continue negotistions for the purpose of making adjustmente that will permit

American 2dherence to the Permenent Court of Internstionsl Justice"™. IT "iAS VOTED
on motion of Mrs. Wittich, sccond of Mre. Ringstad, to suthorize the letter as
recommended.

There wae further discuesion whether other }ettere should go from Minnesota and
IT "'AS VOTED on motion of Mre, Uelend, second of Mrg, McKnight, that the lcagucs
in the larger cities (the Twin Clul‘h, Duluth 2nd *‘inona) be assked to send
communication from their boards to the president.

State “egislation

Mjes Child reported discussion in the Executive Committee in repgard to responsiti-
lity for legislstive work, resulting in the recommendation that Mre. C. E. Shafe:




or minneapolis pe named to assist Mre, Ueland in clearing intormation from tne
legislature to state headquarters. Tentative ascignment of responsibility for the
varioue messurcs was reported with the state Lespue cheirmen for cach subject in
general charge, under Mrg. Yeland, of legisletive work., Chairmen of similar
committees in local Leagues will be scgked to assist, Mre, "ittich commented that
the most important vwork for messurece in her department would coneist in e€ducation-
al work throughout the state rsther than in direct lobbving 2t the state canitol.

Mige Lysk reported for the committec consisting of hereclf and Mre. McGuire, asked
by the Executive Committee to interview the governor on the appointment of a woman
to the lndustrisl Commission. The interview was obtained a few days 2go, The term
of office of Mr. Willieme, at prececent acting as chairmen of the commission, e€xpirees
in July 1927, The requirements for his cuccesgsor, are thst the appointment be

made from Minneapolis and that it shall be gomeone scecptable to labor, which ie
the group My, Viillieme has repregented on the commission.

Opiniones on the success of “toman Suffrege

The chair reported 2 communication from the Netional League asking for the coopers-
tion of the stete Leeguc in gecuring for the use of Mrs. Catt, in the campaign for
woman suffrege in Jepen, opinions from leeding public officiele, judges and educa-
tors, on the success of woman suffrage in this country. No publicity is to be
given this undcrtaking until the maee of opinion is sgsembled in Tashington. It
vae sgreed thet Minnesota should supply at least 200 opinions, that they should be
sccured by personal interview rather than by letter, and that only those that were
casy to secure ghould be attempted. It vae agreed that Minneapolis and St. Faul
might be aeked to supply 50 opinions e€ach, Duluth 25, and each local League, 2 each.
In addition it was agreed that ezch bosrd member should try to obtain five opinions
by individual effort.

Committee Veacencies

Mjee Lyek, chairman of the committee named to cuggeet possible chairmen for the
committee vacancies, reported the recommendation of Mrs, Myra Griswold of Minneapo-
lis for the committee on Child liclfare. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Wittich,
second of Mre., Cent, thet Mrs, Griewold be nemed Child Yelfare committee chairmen,

Mrs. Tittich reported heving, a2t the suggeetion of the Executive Committee, talked
with Mige Marths Botsford while in Winonza recently, in regerd to the chairmanship
of the Living Costs Committee, Mise Boteford has an excellent background for the
work of this committece through the work she did =t Smith College previous to her
graduation last June, IT TAS VOTED on motion of Mre. “ittich, second of Mre.
Ramsey, to 2ek Migg Botsford to accept appointment to this committee.

A letter from Micse Josephine Benz submitting her resipgnation ae Young Voter chair-
men weg read, the reason for her recignation being her spproaching marriage. IT
WAS VOTED on motion of Mre, Remsey, cecond of Mre. Uelsnd, to accept the resignstion

Vacanoy in Sixth District Chzirmanship

The chair reported that Mise Ruth Mitchell will remein in St. Cloud during the
coming yesr. It ves egreed thot Mies "elle should writc her to learn whether ehe
will consider zccepting 2ppointment as chairmen of the Sixth Diestrict.

Young Voters

Mics Bepgin reported the organization of & Lesgue of Vomen Voters at the Mankato
8tate Teachers College, se& the result of & general talk st the csezembly hour in
November end a follow-up visit in December. She had the sctive cooperstion of Mrs.
Freger, desn of women. The question wae asked by Mre. Bryan mhether the quota of
the University Lespgue should be peid to the stste or to the Minncapolis League.
Thies aroused again the aquestion of quota paymente bv college Leagues, no definite
ruling heving been made by the board on the subject. Mise Child ssked whether
local Lespue chairmen letters should be szent to college Leagues as haes been done.

Mra, Ramsey asked ebout the plans for & especial Young Voters issue of the ‘foman
Voter. *rez. Fittich sugpested thet ve might be eble to arrange for a conference in
January of delegates from college Lespues, to coneider together the question of
college League quotss, the Young Voters issue of the Voter and to plan for a visit
to the legislatuyre.

Mrs, Vittich reported the results of & questionnairc sgent to secreteries of state
to secure informetion on Direect Primery lews. Mise Levwrence discuseed problems
connected with educational measures in the legislative program.

The meeting sdjourned st 4:45 P.M, Reespectfully submitted,
Emily Child, Secretsry Pro Tem
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January 4th,
g 2

My dear Board Member:

The board of the Ramsey County League has invited

board to hold its next regular meeting on Friday, Janusr

in 8t., Paul, st the home of Mrs. John M. Guise. The
meeting is called a% f. and will be an sll~-day meet-
ing.

Mrs. Guise' home is at 2214 Goodrich Avenue, tvo blocks from
the end of the Groveland Park cerline, This carline can be
reached by transferring et Grand Avenue from the crosstown
carline on Snelling. We shall be glad to try to arrange for
transportation from this office for out of town members who
let us know that they will plan to be here at ten o'clock
Friday morning.
Your attention is called to the minutes of
board meetings which sre enclosed.

The board of the Ramsey County League will entertein
state board at luncheon on the day of the meeting.
let us know as early as possible whether we may coun
your attendance.

Sincerely yours,

Emi
Exec

ly
i




Minnesota League of Women Voters
1839 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis
Janvary 1 9 2 7

STATE REFUND FOR COUNTY ALLOWANCES TO MOTHERS

Ncte: A leaflet ("The County Allowance") published by the Minnesota League of
Women Voters in 1921, contains supplementary information on the state law
governing the payment of allowances to mothers. It is recommended for the use
of study groups and may be ordered et 5¢ a copy or 10 copies for 25¢,

The law providing for the payment of county allowances to mothers, often referred
to as "The Mothers' Pension Lew", was edopted in the Minnesota Legislature of 1913,
Minnegsota was one of the first states to adopt such @ law although Alaska, Hewaii
and 42 states in the United States now have a gimilar lew.

A provision added to the law in 1917, has been inoperative gince its passage. It
requires that the state refund to counties one-third of all expenditures for
allowances granted under the lew. The League of Women Voters hae supported, in
each session of the legiclature beginning with 1921, a request for an appropria-
tion to finance the refund. The Appropriations Committees of the two houses have
in each legizlature, failed to incorporate the refund in the final appropriation
bill,

The Children's Bureau of the State Board of Control is the agent of the state in
all activities heving to do with dependent children. It ie the Children'e Bureay,
therefore, that will present the request to the 1927 legiclature for an appropria-
tion to provide the necesesery money for the refund. The amount asked of the 1925
legislature, covering one-third for county expenditures for the previsus biennium
(1923-1924), amounted to $575,000. The request to be submitted to the 1927 legis~
lature will cover one-third of county expenditures for 1925 and 1926 which, it is
estimated, will be epproximately $625,000.

The County Allowance Law

The lew resulted from the recognition that the state has an obligation to desti-
tute mothers with small children who must have acsistance from some source if the
children are to be properly reared. The future citizens of a state are among its
most valuable assets and social and economio interest as well as humanitarian
impulses prompted the adoption of this law by the states. Legislators realized
that the greatest spur to county asction lay in the provision for the one -third
refund from the state treasury. Thev realized too that such expenditure is justi-
fied by the state's concern in the welfare of its future citizens.

The purpose of the lew has sometimee been misunderstood ae being to provide for a
peyment to widowed mothers whatever her other resources might bes It ig not con-
templated by the lew that allowances shall be granted exceptin-instances where

the mother's ability to keep her children together in the home and to discherge
her duty to them is dependent upon outeide 2id. Under such circumetances the pay-
ment of an allorance from 2 fund in whieh the caunty is expected to contribute
two-thirds and the state one-third ascsures to the mother the financial assistance
which she must heve while her children are emell, without the stigme of "cherity".

An important emendment to the lew was adopted by the 1925 legislature to assist e
mother in keeping her children in school up to the age of 16, Under the original
law the allowance wes paid only for children under 18 " not lawfully entitled to
apply for and receive an employment certificste". Since children over 14 who
have completed the grades are lawfully entitled to an employment certificate, a
bright child who might profit by remaining in echool until 1€ wasg the one for
%hom no allowence wes paid, while those unsuccessful in school were maintained
there up to the age of 16, The amendment provided that the allovance may be paid
for & child under 16 "who is regularly attending school or who through physical
or mental disebility iz unable to be employed",

The law is sdministered by the Juvenile Court judge in counties of over 33,000
population and by the probate Judge in other countiecs. An exceedingly important
development in the adminietration of the law in the larger counties is the
service establiched for the assistance of the mother in meeting the problems,
financial and other, resulting from her lack of s helpmate., The allowances paid




are not only minimum; they 2re inadequate, This means thet the most skillful bud-
geting of income is important and that some supplementary earning on the mother's
t is neceseary. It is therefore most important that che have a2dvice end essis-
in planning her cxpenditures and in gelecting foods that will nourish her
ily properly at minimum cost, s well as %o help her earn additiongl income in
vay thet will not deprive the children of her care and supervieion. This
is piven by a paid stsff of cozial workerz stteached to the Juvenile Court
¢ counties and may be given by the volunteer members of the County
Board in other countiees.

The aversge monthly allowance pe? i ¢ increased in emount from
to $8.10 in 19225. Aid vas given in 1€ o 3,029 mothers in the stat
children under 16 years,

Refund?

'he reason for including the rcfund provieion in the original law was to enatle the

stete to cooperate with the individusl countice clecting to meke expenditures under
the law, so that ezsch county might hsve the advantagc of the experience accumu-
leted in this state 2nd other states as to ways of safeguarding such peyments %o
meke them moet helpful and effective.

Inauiry thet hse beenmade into the sdminietrstion of the law in wvarious counties
shore thet, *hilf i ﬁe € it is well asdministered. there gre instences of
flegrant mal-adminietratic well e of pcor sdministretion. In same counties,
in place of =2 1izh i stigation,; the judge hes relied upon the opinions of
neighbors, public officials and people prominent in the community s 2 guide in
granting the allowences., o5 ¢ of small eyms have been mede to every
applicent, so that money has been paia to those not properly entitled to regeive
aid. while mothers in real need hsve suffered hec&uae of the inadequecy of the
alloviance.

If the supervision of the Board of Control, through its Children's Buresu, were
made poseible through @ refund to counties meintaining certein stendards in the
peyment of allowances ta machGTE, 1t vould surely tend to bring fha't £ thﬁrg'gh
investigation of the applicants for eid 2nd = better system of super: n in the
expenditure of the moncy. The Children's Bureau maintains field zgente for the
purpose of sgeisting local counties and conferring with county Child Velfare
Boards in problemes effecting dependent, delinquent or defective children.
obvious, however, that in meny instances county officiales mey overlosk or

aveil themselves of this mssistance unlesa it is to their intereet to do

would be the cesge under payment of the refund.

Jppogition in the legislature to the refund has been rertly due to the misunder-
stending that rcinhursement by the state ts counties will be of greater benefit
to texpayecrs in the large cities than to those in rurzsl co ulbﬂ‘fl‘q. A careful
statistical analysis of the figures shove, hovever, that expenditures in the
counties in which the three first-clese citice 2re loceted compered with expendi-
tures in 211 other carntiﬁﬁ differes by such = 21l fraction se to be negligible.
Cppasitien is 2lso based on the rescogaition thnt tb mlllagv tax neceesary to
provide for the re;unﬁ vould in certain counties draw from the county more money
than it would receive besck by the rcfund. A camputatian pede on the bzeig of
figures for 1023 end 1024 shovs that in a group of 82 of the then 86 counties of
the stete, there were 4C thet would ga2in by the refund end 42 that would lose by
it,

It is 2 very short-sighted policy, however, thst lecoke to o2n immediste t'inencisl
adventage to justify sll ‘;‘- tive sction., In this 25 in simpler expenditurcs
it is ezsy = "2 penny vi : pound foolieh". To the taxpayer, it makes very
little difference whether “p" iturce are mede through state or county tresesur-
jegs The tzxpyer only w : irance n% t expenditures from either source are
mede under gsuperviesion th t '. 1limi vaste end insure adequste return. In
1925 =11 but three counties pﬁli county allowances to mothers
smounting to = totzl of ““20,42. texpeyer is concerned that expenditures
of such gize shell be properly sz This can only be agsurcd by provid-
ing, through the refund, for the service of the Children's Burc<au

te every county in the ztete,
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MARRIAGE LEGISLATION
Abstraoct of en Address by Miss Joanna Colcord,
General Secretary, Minneapolis Family Welfare Association
At the Minnesote League of Women Voters Convention, Oct. 1926

Opposition to the attempt to bring about more careful and socially desirable
marriapge through lew resulte from the mistaken premise thet marriage is not e socis |
ooncern. As 2 matter of fact marriage customs for as long back as we know anything
about them, have always recognized the concern of the state, or the tribal group,
in the marriage relation, It ig also due to 2 lack of first hand knowledge of the
burden to society and of the human tragedies involved in hasty marriage, the
marriage of the immature, or of the socially unfit.

Changes in the marriage lews of various states have been opposed on the one hand by
conzervatives who felt that the state's interest was a blow at parental or religiou:
control of the mating of the young, or who feared that delays in permission to marr;
might result in an increese of illegitimate births. On the other hand they have
been opposed by liberals sn the score thet marriage was a private affeir, and that
to attempt to control it was unwarrantable interference with the liberty of the in-
dividual. Lawyers have opposed them because they threatened changes in inheritance
laws; tradesmen and others who had & vested interest in the business side of marry-
ing have opposed them out of pocket-fear. It iz no wonder that little remedial
legislation has succesefully passed our legislatures.

Common Lew Teople in general believe, I think, that there is some new encroschment
Merriage in legislative control of marriage. But it is not so. Consider, for

instance, common law merriage. Thie is & legal tradition inherited
with the English common law but akolished in England by legislative enactment in
1753, long before the Ameriocan colonial period. It hed been illegal in the other
countries of Europe for three hundred years before that time., Most of the New
England stetes snd Virginia « our earliest communities - have never recognized it.
It has diseppeared from the face of the earth except in & number of American states,
mostly those in the zouth and middle west, Minnesota being one., As & metter of
fact there are only five states that have laws sanctioning common law marriege, Ix
26 states, however, common law marriagee are recognized by court decision,

Why was the common law merriage, abolished in the mother country before the United
States was born, revived in the latest settled of our stetes? Partly, perhaps,
becausze the mobility and unsettled character of pioneer life disturbed the earlier
standarde. But Otto Koegel, & lswyer who has been & deep student of this subject,
laye the bleme squarely at the doors of the legal profession, He says, "The doc-
trine of the common lew marriage has no plece in American law, The doctrine
developed gradually in thies country, after it had been thrown overboard everywhere
else, by reason of poorly considered decisions blindly following precedents which
themselves besr no evidence of any coneideration at ell. It could heave and should
have been rejected as many other principles of Englicsh law were rejected as
inapplicable to our institutions =2nd government."

Common lew marriage depends upon the proof of & private agreement, and upon a suc-
cessful duping of the public, for its claim to being & marriage at all. For the
curious fact is that unlese the partners in & common law marrizge "hold themselves
out" to be ceremonially merried, and sre =0 cetecmed to be by their neighbors, the
marriage will not stand the test of law. Such arrangements ere nowhere recorded,
of course, and the private zgreements are not usually mede in writing, so that they
are exceedingly difficult to establisch in court. Until e common lsw marriage has
been passed upon by the court, its validity must remain e metter of doubt. Persons
who know of the existence of legal barriers to their ceremonial marriapge will often
not hegitate to enter into thege freer relations, eince the riek of conviction for
bigamy when one of the merriages wae unceremonial snd unrecorded is small. A
common law wife often has t» base her claim to wifehood and to the legitimaocy of
her children upon such imponderuables ag whether the hueband really meant in his

own heart to regard the arrangement as 2 marriage or whether she was accepted
unouestioningly by the neighbors ae hie wife.

It iz not too much to say thet states in which common law marrisge is recognized
have abrogated their right and their duty to oversee and record all marriages
which are to be regarded as legal. They senction, in effect, two kinds of
merriages, one of unquestionable, the other of doubtful validity. According to
Gresham's lew, if two systeme of currency of different basic velue circulete in the
same community st the game time, the bacer of the two tends to dreg the finer dour
to its own level,
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Mr. Koegel, in his cxhaustive study of common low relationships seye, "During the
World War there wae within the organizetion of the Bureau of Wer Riek Insurance

the largest court of domestic reletions in the world, The enlisted men in the mili-
tary and nevel service were compeclled to eupport their fhmiliee vhile in servioce
unless granted cxemption for good cause shown. I am in & position to say that most
of thcese alleged marrisges sre but meretricious relationehipe, for the convenience
of the partiee aslone, snd in 2 large percentage of thc cagce the reason no formal
celebration of the merriape wes hed is beceuse one or the other, and in many cases
both, of the partiece vwere elready married but not divoreced from & former spouse..
There ie nearly zlvays 2 ghost in the closct. Moreover; very few, if any, of thecse
pcreone really belicve they erc married. If we edopt 28 & sine qus non to the
validity of thcse morriages the belief of the partice that = divoree is necesszary
to diseolve the relationship (2nd it is neceesary) then there are no common law
marrizpes. We have alresdy scen, however, that they need not believe themselved
merried ‘in the eyes of the lam'. * * *

"Phe yeuel ergument zdvenccd in fevor of these unione 1is thet they render the
children legitimate., But the fact is overlooked that 2 grest number of these
unions are not and were not intended to be permanent. The perties juet 'quit"® ee
they call it, and then go through e merrisge ceremony with someone else. If the
firet union ie held a merriage in order to legitimatize the echildren, the children
of the subsequent formal union must be bastardized."

Age of Common lew merriege is usuzlly entered into not by the immature, but by
Consent the expericnced snd adult, who mey be pregumed to etend in legs nced of

protection then children. But in twenty of our statee, including Minne-
gota, girls may legzlly merry ot fifteen or younger, In most of these states, 2
child is permittecd by law to become one of the h-ads of 2 family before she is
permitted by the same etote's laws to work. Bpt to painfully lex laws on this
point, is often sdded psinfully lex enforcement in the states thet have stricter
lews, It is = mietake to suppose, e meny do, that the sole czuse of theee preoi-
pitate early merrisges is the pregnancy of the girl. Meny other causes enter into
the eagernees or the willingness of some parente to tranefer their daughter to
other hands. And it is 2leo & mistake to suppose thet most of theee merrisgee are
among the foreign-born., Mise Richmond (in her book, Child Marriagee) shows that
nesrly aes large & proportion of netive girls of native parentege merry in their
teene se do foreign-born of foreipn parente, while the Americen-born of foreign
parente merry later than either. She cetimetes well over half 2 million people in
this country today who were partiee to a merriage in which one of them was under
fifteen.

Waiting The perils of child marriage are, however, enormoucly increaged in statee
Period 1like Minncesota, which have no period of delsy between the spplicztion for
end the pgranting of 2 merriege licenses Child merriage and haety

merrisge make 2 dengerous end too common combinations Conscientious parents -

and the majority of parents are conscientious - might feel some gafeguard for their
own children even when the merriagesble age wag low, if some days intervened to
allow the young people time for sober second thought. But =se it is, there is
ground for great enxiety on the part of 2ll parents, hovever gareful, who have
sttrective and hecadetrong ohildren growing up.

Conelusion To sum up - there ere three important chanpee, ag well as some minor ones
I heve not time to discuse, which should be mnde in Minncsota's

merricge lavwe, The blot of common lew merrizge should be erased from our

soutcheon; children should not be sllowed to marry at least until they zre oka

enough to go to work, znd 21l o2ndidestes for marrisge chould have to take ot

least five days to think their decision over before & license should issue.
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DEPARTMENT CHAIRMEN

Dear Local League Chairmen:

The firet paragraph of this letter is sent you instead of a telegram in the hope
that you will receive it almost as promptly on Monday. Here it is.

RADIO DIALOGUES: On Tuecsdsy st 4:30 p.m. the Child Labor Amendment dislogue "The
Femily Takes Notice" is to be breadcasted from WCCQ@. The parts of mother 2nd deugh-
ter are to be taken by Leaspue members, the father and son parts are to be taken by
League husbands! You ought to arrange tea perties to listen to thie progrem. It is
pretty late notice but is there not some League member with & radio who can even now
invite in a few neighbors or friends who would enjoy the disloguc and profit by it?
Thesze dialogues on subjects of League le 1sl.t10n are being presented over W(CCO
every Tuesday at 4:50 p.m. A league member who attended a party for the last one

g
on the Frimsry - declared she never before understood the Primsry. The dialogue wasy
of presentetion iz effective.

GOOD NEWS: Yesterday sfternoon while the state board wase shaking its hesad mournfuyl-
ly over the delsy in the United States Semete in passing the Shepperd-Towner renewal
eact, news wae on the way to us thet it hed passed! Nor with confidence we cen ask
our legiglature for a state appropriation to entitle ue to receive the federal appre-
pristion,

A SMALL SHARE IN A BIG UNDERTAKING: Mrs. Catt who, having led Americen women on ta
enfranchisement ie helping women all over the world t» win the suffrage, has onc of
her big ideas, She wente to zend to the women of a certain country which for the
present shall be anonymous, a great mess of opinions from public officisle fevorable
t> women as voters., Minnesota has undertaken to contribute 200 such opinions 2nd
your Lezgue isg asked to seoure two of these, Will vou consult other League officers
or members, decide upon two or more men whom you know to be fevorable, choose the
right vwomen to approach ezch one 2nd ask him to rrite and sign an opinion favorsble
to vomsn suffrage. He mey say that women have done well ag voters or that thecy are
more conecientious then men or help win good legislation or snything else that he
wighes, He mey be an elected or appointed official - a covnty ccmmisgsioner, & meyor,
8 city clerk, a legiclator, & judge, 2 member of the school bosrd - it makee little
difference. Two things are important - no publicity and promptness. Can you do
this work by Februery 1?7 Get two opinions 2t lezst - get more if convenient,

T

a1 . - = . + '
With my wicshes for a happy and succeseful year of League vork, I am

-~
[®]

Sincerely yours,
Wa/wugm, “m. LORL

rguerite M. Wells,
President
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AFPROPRIATION FOR MATERNITY AND INFANCY WORK IN MINNESOTA

It is recommended that study groups plen supplementary reading on ihe
subject of federal aid. Meterial mey be ordered from League headquarterd

ag follows: "Federal Aid" in the Current Questions in Government Series

-

(5 cents); "Federal Aid to the states" by Dorothy Kirchwey Brown (20 cents)
The passage of the Sheppard-Towner Act by Congress in lNovember 1921 provided for
federal eid to the states for meternal and infent hygiene and authorized an
approprietion for the five-year period ending June 30, 1927. A two-yesr renewal
of the appropriation is now asesured by Congressional action through passage of
the bill in the Houze lest April and in the Senate on January 13.

The republic will thue continue to shere with the state the responsibility for
improving the situation in this country under whieh the United States ranks
eighth emong civilized netions in the rate of infent mortality and seventeenth
in maternal mortality. Forty-three states and Haweii are now cerrying on wWork
under the Sheppard-Towner Act.

Vlinnezote hed no orgenized child hygiene work before the passage of the Sheppard-
Towner Act and was one of the firet states to accept the Act. The state progranu
of work dates from July 1, 1922, The Minnesota legislature of 1023 appropristed
$15,000 & year for the biennium period between legiclatures. This was not
sufficient to metoh the maximum federal aid available to Minnesota. The 1925
legislature, however, raised the appropristion to $21,000 & year, thus securing
the maximum federsl allotment. Minnesots has sleo had the federal gift of $5000
each year provided to states accepting the act,

An appropriation request will be submitted from the State Boazrd of Health to
the 1927 lepielsture to provide for financing the state work for the next
biennium - June 30, 1027 to June 30, 1920. The Le=gue of Women Voters will
support, ag it has done in previous sessions, the reguest that is submitted.

Veterne]l as well as infant hygiene work becomee inecreasingly importent since it
is now recognized thet & very coneiderable portion of all deaths of infants
under one year of sge occur, during the firet month of life, from causcs that
have their origin in the osre and condition of mothere during pregnancy 2nd con-
finement. The mortality smong infants of mothers who died either immediately
£sllowing childbirth or vithin one year hes been found to be between four and
five times, end that from csuses peculiar %o early infazncy over secven times the
corresponding ratcs smong other babies. It ic aleo recognized that the deaths
of mothers from csuses connected with childbirth are nov lergely preventable,
The needlecs waste of life among mothers and babice due to ignorance and isole-
tion mey therefore be prevented by such mork =g thet for which we cgeek @ renewed
appropristion from our 1227 Minneeots legislature,

In reply to the objections recently heard to the use of federe)l s2id to stimulzte
ctate sotivities in the interest of the general we farec, fects may be cited to
chow that the expenditure for maternity and infancy work ie the least item 1in
both the federal and state budgete of federsl 2id. e gecond the statement of
the New York League of Women Votere, "All ve can say i that if, ae some of our
of ficinle tell us, 'it's time to call = helt' on all cuch beneficent government
activities, begin with something big. Don't start to reform with the neediest

eroup and the smellest expenditure

The figuree for Minneszots 7ing -~ smounts received by this state from the
federal government during lS2o are © follows:

32,115,480
1,000.000
422,720
33740

20,049

L




3,226 babies died under one yeer of age

979 mothers died from causes related to ohildbirtna
The work carried on in Minnesota hag been under the cdireotion of the Divieion of
Child Hygiene of the State Bosrd of Health., The steff of ihe division corsicts
o the director, Dr, Ruth E. Boynton, and 2 gsuperintendent of public healib
nursing, five field nurses, &n cdueational =gent, and the neceseary clericel sna
stcnographic help. The sctivities are limited, 28 ie the inient of the lawv, to
those of an eduycetional neture, endeevoring to decresse the meternal and irfant
deeth rotece and improve the health of mothere and babies. Activities represen-
tative of the scope and type of work, ae reported for 1925, are given here,

Demonstrations of the preparetions necessary
for home confinement and in the care =nd
feeding of the baby given by the field nurses demonstratione in 50 counties

Clinice by specialists and the director
egeisted by the nursee expectant mothere visited by
the nurses
e, Prenatal clinics - at which expectant
mothers are examined and teught the
importance of going to thelr physicians expectant mothers examined 2%
for regulesr cere clinioce

Infent clinice - at which babies ere

examined, the mothers informed of any

defects found and the general cere of 234 white children examined
the baby discussed vith the mother 179 Indian childrdn examined

Lectures on varioue aspects of the ocsre of
the young child given by the director and
field nurses 3 leetures in 31 counties

Correspondence Courge in the Hygiene of

Moternity end Infancy - 2 couree of fifteen

legsons sent out through the Extension

Division of the Universgity of Minnesgote 1 women registered

Prenstal letters, & seriee of nine monthly
Tetters sent on request to expectant mothers 1,816 new nemee referred

Distribution of other literature on
prenatal, infant and child care 167,565 pieces distributed

Child Hygicne lectures in the Public Health
Nursing Course of the University and in the
Stete Temchers Colleges by the nureses 81 lectures

What Mothers Say

Hundreds of letters are received by Dr, Bovnton from mothers indiceting their nced
of cuch help 2¢ provided in the courses outlined sbove, The following extracts
ere typical:

"I would like to know if you cen help me out, I expect 2 baby in January &ard
we live in the woods go I couldn't go to no hospital. I wish you would please
cend me informetion sbout everything. If you cennot do this would you plezse tell
me of someone thet would."

T have been receiving your lettere and heve received much good from them, 1
would like to have your booklet on Care of the Beby. 1 hesve three other children
but still have meny thinge to lezrm. Thenking wvou for pagt favors,"

"I am writing to tell vou thet the course is abeolutely wonderful - one
cennot reed 2 lesson without gethine = vest amount of good from it I wigh
mother could read the lessons sud get the knowledge =2nd benefit thet is conta.ned

hid s

. n
in them.
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Department of Efficiency in Government

1OW MINNESCTA RECRGANIZED HER STATE ADMINISTRATION

Note: This article by Mrs. F, V. Wittich, originally prepared st the request of the
California Tax Digest and published in its January 1026 iss sue, furnishes a back-
ground for an understanding »f the plan of gaverrmen; now operating in Minnesota
under the lew vassed in 1026, ‘The srticle "Our Big Business" by Mrs. Wittich in the
December issue of the Minnesota Viomen Vohpr supblements the facts in this article
and should be read in connection with it

I.
HISTCRICAL BACKGRCUND

"Gevernments in every civilized country are now moving toward the 1dea1 of an expert
administration controlled by an slert and intelligent public opinion." - G. Lowes
Dickinson.

end 1%t must have expert administration, if it is to meet the demands made upon it
the public at the cost the public is willing to pay in taxation. During the past
century, phenomenal growth hss taken plsce in this country: +the frontiers have
venished; poruletion has increased enormously and has shifted from agrarian to urban;
industry has developed to vast provortions; science has advanced; and the new field
cf preventive medicine has come into existence.

Fublic opinion must become alert, if government is to have expert administration;

Public opinion may be slow to crystallize int»s anything definite, but every so often
it demends certain government regulst ion end control in these various new fields,
What it demands through the ballnt it ultimately gets; and, every time it gets some-
thing additicnal, there is so much additional cost for it to pay. It is growing and
its "growing peins" sre taxation. Growith is natursl; without it we stagnate or die.
Therefore, we must find a way of growing so normaslly sné healthily end at such =
reasonable price as we cen afford to pay. And such e price for most of our stabte
governments involves a complete reorganization of sdministrative departments.

t Reorganization: 1In 1011, Governor Eberbart submitted s plan of co-
Sl"Cllt?*lﬁn end centralization of edministrative departments when he
division for Minnesota, which the legislature defeated.
ars la-fr he gncointed en efficiency and economv commission, with some of the
ablest men ss members, who prepsred an exhaustive governmental survey, with
en for a complete r@nrg'n1zauuﬁn on a funciional basis, involving the cabinet
with six deperiments. Thig plen wes slso defeated, but it furnished velusble
upen which reorgenization plans have been sccomplished in other states.
piecemesl legisletion did, however, grow cut of that work in the form of a
cwdge% bill that wes not cperable, a school code for public educstion that is prov-
ing effective; end legisletive chenges effecting the board of control and the rail-
se commission,

road end wsrehou

The 102¢ legislsture rppointed s committee on state reorganization. <Ihis committee
did some work end bheld some mertings , but, of course, in the stress of other legis-
lature pressure, was unsble to meke g ~urv"v or offer s plen to thet legislsture. At
this time, citizen interest, which hed never entirelyv fsiled this movement, mede it-
self felt sgsin, with the new stimulus of the sciive interest of women, which resul-
ted in the pesssge cf s House resolution bringing into existence en Interim Committee
of five members, to investigeste ell sdministrstive depertments of state government
end meke a report to the next legislature. £ similar resolution for the Senste

failed of introduction so thet hopes for e joint committee were lest.

The Interim Committee's Plan of Work: The members of this committee were Spesker
W. LI, Nolen, chairman, now Lieutenant Governor of Minnesots; Theodore Christienson,
for several sessions chairmen of the appropriestions ccmmittee of the House, now
Governor of Minnesota; W. I. Norton, J. 8. Gislasson, end Henry J, Snindler.

Cn sccount of the very limited amount of money st its disposal, sbout $8,000, the
Cecmmittee decided to do most of its own work. Its first procedure was to ssk every
department to furnish e report in the form of answers to questions as to its history,
rrganiZatior, number and recruitment of employes, finences, purchasing methods, and
comments upon the possible sdvantages of reorgenization chenges.

Following the receipt of this informetion, the committee conducted a seriss of

public heerings, where representatives from the stete departments spprared to discuss
3 1 . A o -
their work, after which the Committee begen to assemble its material prepsratory to




1igking a revort snd recommending a plen. This was interjected by a short trip East

;
oy two members of the committee to visit several stetes that had effected reorgani-
changes , notebly Messcchusetts and ?ﬂwrvaVHPit. Two reports were submitted
legislature, a minorify report preo: ed by Mr. Spindler, snd a mejority re-
sign=d by the other members ttee. These reports were followed by
administretive codes. We shall confine flrcclvas to & discussion of the
het grew out of the mejority revort w . inalls 555 e e 19 egislature

various emendmnents.

_ of public hesrings conducted by the
crim Committre by 0 orivilege in the opportunity to ecquire
st-hand knowledge of Mirnesots government funetions from its administretors.

ntment to find out how few of our department heads were
fiar of government. As these men ceme before the Commit
observer was many times reminded ﬂf the fable ﬁj the
their widely divergent snswers to the gams ; vou
which the first on~ snswered, "I'm crecking i th ond one
living." And the third one, "I‘m ¢lping & a temple."

heads who dissembled shout giving the informstion required by the
concerning their work certainly hed no more vision for rcsl service thon
wes just crecking stone. The ones who kn-w nothing sbout how effsirs
theirs were being sdministered in othsr stetes were doing no more than
*hm‘r livings, perhaps not even that much. But those who come with con~
risnce for improved sdministration
: t‘l"‘ = }

tions, growing out of their expe
d@*artwfnis by reorgenization, were sctuslly helping to buil

. -~ ¥ -y P
nents structure.

Account of Stock: A series of incongruous
s¥stem was forclisl; ustrated gt those hke

ative departments

) slpce for the gistratior records of the exsmining bo
scme of them even hendled thei n funds in the own vay. BEach deps?
cwn system of bookkeeping, reeruitmen
grephrrs in some depsritments were
others, snd so on down the list.

to rent commodious querbters down town in which to con-
others were getting ¢long in very cremped quarters.
scknowledged trying to get ss much monev from the legi
uld, and spending oll it got, and some of them slways d:w,rlﬁi

arose illustrating cs= ©55Ness e use of o e funds Cne men
g token three men from his department witk him i convent in New
€ they stayed ; G = ing
the convention, snd then enjoying » further jount to Weshington, pre u:utlv
on state business. gin, gnothe epartment head 0 8 heporned to be secre-
tery for s citizen society rece g state eid, sckncwledged heving diverted funds
for other purposes then those for which & ey were approprirted, with the naive ex-
plenation, "But we di 1ot need : the money eporooriated for thet purpose and the
law does not mean vhat it says, 'he public mency wos well ﬁbf@gurrded-end care-
fully hendled, end no evidences of graft were discovere ut such small careless-
nesses ss these mean & cons ; lesksge that con and shC' | be stopped.

had never been much of #zn attemp *c have uniform sgencies, so that there
some 16 singlﬁ—hbad sloys 2nt ) with members serving pert time,
th members on full & offici e 4 ex-officio and svpointive
and 16 societies r?reivin state eic There was 2 tremendous emount of
overlenping as to function slso, agencies devoting the sttention to educationsl
activities, 9 to industry, business an F » to the n tia snd nsvy, 10 te

public domain, 23 to public haalth and welfare 1 to = ture, 9 {o finen
end 10 others to miscellaneous sctivitie James Bryce ; ; "The A
state is e peculiar crganlz 1 ik? enything in modern buropﬂ or

NO wss indeed 1i%Prr11y npnlicvbI? to our situation in Minnescte

gt that time,
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RECRGANIZATION LEGISLATICN

The report of the Interim Committee %o the 1925 legislature respected certsin tradi-
tions of The stele aboul some or the departments, so that the plan was not uniform.
When new depariments were formed it was proposed to place them in clerge of a single
executive, but when cld ones were retained, they were not rsdically changed. The
plan provided for a consolidation of the 02 state asgencies into 12 masjor departments
as to functions, for standardization snd classification of employment, snd for
centralized control of finances. It made no recommendations that involved constitu-
tional changes.

The report was followed by a bill in the form of an administrative code introduced
into both the House and the Senate. This was referred %o their civil administrstion
committees respectively, whose chief concern it became for many weeks. The governor
strengthened his position by refusing to meke any appointments until its fate was
determined.

Wher came out for debate, in the Senate first, observers thrilled to the dramatic

ts enuacted there. For the controversy over it is conceded as the bitterest
MI.ght wgged in the Senate within the memory of the oldest veteran of that body; a
three-day fight thot shook its very foundations; a fight thet brought into exis-
tence pcliticel slignments never thought possible; s fight thet broke up friendships
cof meny yeors stending; o fight out of which the bill of the Interim Committee'
preperution came &« broken end empty shell,

Bu% there was enother chepter. A few dsys later the House, in scite of some
spirited opposition, pessed o bill with substantirlly the seme provisions ss the one
in the Oencte had been before it wes killed by emendments, by # vote of 110 to 16.
This threw beck upon the Senate the responsibility for reorgenization or no re-orga-
nizetion a% 2ll in Minnesote , with the result thet nfter s conference committee of
both houses hrd ironed out some of the difficulties by severel amendments, reorgeni-
zation beceme o part of our 1975 legislntion, rnd Governor Christisnson wes frced
with the tesk of putting the messure intc effective operetion.

To cleim thet the lew whichk fineslly passed will give us idesl or perfect administrao-
tion of government agencies, would be going much too fer. It falls short of our

heopes for it in meny respects. However, we believe it hes mrde possible a long for-
ward stride toward more efficient snd economicel sdministretion of siete depsrtments.

Consolidrfion of Deprriments: Almost every deprriment or office scheduled %o be
sbolished or sbsorbed into others by the origincl bill proved to hsve sn osbtonish-
ing number of friends whko were willing to appesr before the legislative committees
to plesd for its continugnce, so thet those prrts of the bill siming towerd a reduc-
tion in the number of departments drew fierce fire from meny enemies, with the
result thet only ecbout ”5 offices and bosrds or commissions were finally abolished.
There osre now 15 mejor deprsriments.

The executive council is a rrther ingenious combination of 8 number of ex-officio
beards, formerly of precticelly the some personnel, but having s variety of powers.
Its personnel comprises the governor, attorney general, stete suditor, stete
trecsurer end secretery of stete; sll elective officisls. It sppoints & secretary
who serves in the seme capreity to the two con “"‘“‘1fr 1 boards, the stete board of
perdons, end the state :

The nemes of the ﬁthf“ depariments indicete tke functionel besis for their division.
There ere ~ight dep ents in chrrge of commissicns of three membsrs, most of whom
are eppointed by the governor for overlaooning six-yesr terms, at snnusl salariss of
from $4,000 to $¢4,500. Thry cre the departments of edministraotion snd finsnce,
commerce, conservation, labor end industry. rural e¢redit, publie institutions, ftaxs-
tion, snd the reilrosd rnd wsrehouse commissien. This lest named is an elective
commission; snd, curiously enough, during the ess of smendment end rewriting of
the bill, ell mention of this commission wus wh"'oﬁ from the final draft theat
pessed. Llhis gave rise to » conten“ion on its ovsrt that it did not come under th
provisions of the lew, but the esourts have just ﬁ"ed dﬁciinrq that it must con-
form to the generel reorgsnizetion bill as to fin end persomnnel
classifiicetion end stenderdizetion.

Two depsrtments, health end =ducstion emein under the direction of unselaried
boards of nine end five members respective Four departments heve one commission-
er in cherge, highweys, draoinage and waters, deiry snd food, end agriculfure,
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An important piece of legisletion pessed during the final doys of the session may
prove of grest vrnlue towerd consolidation sdjustment smong the depertments. This
k11l euthorized the eppointment of o person slreecdy holding ¢ stote office to
enocther stote office slso, without odditionel salary. The governor hes used this
wrivilege under tris lsw to sppoint the ccmmissionsr of ngriculture rs the commis-
‘oner of deiry ~nd food, in thot wey saving o salary snd coordineting the aclivi-
of two releted departments.

In 2ddition to the departments nemed nbove, there remein & number of bosrds such es
ke livestock senitery borrd, Apd there rere specirl regulontions for other govern-
nentel agencies that have not been sbsorbed into these dD“nrtmﬁnts such es the
griculturrl society, other citizen societies receiving state cppropristions, end
trhe exsmining bosrds. The lesw is flexible enough to moke centrelization of the in-
=ction services possible »nd coordinstion cmong emnloyees doing field work, such
Pire petrolmen, rengers ond geme wordens.

rt of-the Reorganization: The commission of administration end finsnce is the
;;6 of the reorgonization plan. It is the warp thet holds together the pattern of
.2 plen es 2 whole and by it the olan will be judged. Through it the governor
verecises his control over the fiscol policies ond finences of the state. There is
sommissioner in cherge of ecech of its three divisions receiving en snnusl selary
'f 36,000, the comptroller, the commissioner of the budget, end the commissioner of
purchosesi

With but few exceptions, no financisl trensaction csn be culminsted by any of the
state dor"rfMﬁn*" without the sporovel of one or sll of these commissioners. Thru it
we heve stituted uniform scecounting, budget ond purchasing procedure that will
91iminﬁte wastu rnd extrevegence. 1In it is vested the pre-sudit power of review and
veto s8s to the propriesty of expenditure in sdvance of ccturl expenditure, which
should prove en effectunl financisl brske

Tersonnel Administrction: To the department just discussed, under the commissioner
of budget, is grented th® power to stenderdize employment clnsses, gredes end
titels, Yo fix selrry scrles, to esteblish » record of employes and to transfer em-
gloyes from one depsrtment to another. Another very interesting provisions end one
that we hove will develop adequete civil service practices governing the esppoint-
ment snd promotion of stote employes, is the clnuse that gronts the commission the
right to require rll persons who ere desirous of being sponointed to office to enswer
n questionnecire es to nge, sex, henlth, hebits, chreracter end other requisites to
the performence of the dutiess of the respeective positions.

Reorgenization st Work: Wherers six months' time would not have heen too long for
the commission to hrve bhesn ot work with plens before putting the new lew into
opsrstion, the rppointments were modecbut ¢ very short time before rctual work hed
to stert, The commission, therefores, did not hrve the necessery time to complete
preprrotions for its own thorough orgrnization, or to mcke rrrangements for com-
plete understandings with the other decvartments over which it hes such lerge supar-
visory powers sbout their relctions with eoch cther. And ns o result, such things
og instituting stenderdized budget forms, bookkeeping systems, the menner in which
they use their pre-gudit power, snd perbrps most importent of all, stenderdizetion
of employment, will hsve to be orought sbout groduslly while routine work goes on.

These sommissioners occupy a very difficult QiﬁUhtiﬁﬂ, standing between the public
who expect immediste end spectacular reduction in texes, and the state depsriments
who resent the critisism upon them, resulting every time s finoncisl seving is

announced.

. . . . Lo > 1] : -
Governor Christienson has snnounced in answer to the questions: Does the plan
vork? Does it save money? Will it reduce taxes?" '"Unhesitatingly, I answer all

. . 3 . 1
these questions in the effirmetive.”

"rReducing Stete %Yexes does not involve sny spectacular ac hlrvewwn_q, it does not
thousends of small items of
ry da;lmr of tex money

make good first pege copv. It consists in finding the
T+

extravegence and stopping them. It consists in making e
L * n
render one hundred cents of service.

th
eve

. . : " - N S a1d ser 3
We mey comment in conclusion that those of us who have been vworkers snd observers

throughout the course of this movement will elways watch with interest the practi-
cal develcmment of the plan, bessuse much of it is hut vufhlv outlined by the
law snd e cersain flexihility is sllowed that will permit the off'icials in charge

of sdministration to demonstrete their vision for better government, as well as

their sbility to put it into operstion.




To Local League Cheirmen:

The enclased meterisl supplements that already gent you on the
mezasyreg in the legisletive program.

Please call this materisl to the attention of your bosrd and
League members immediately for use in study groups or in open
; : : E

meetinge of your Leegue.

Additional copies may be ord et a charge based upon the

a
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+
U

aotual cost of this me ial > cents per sgheet.
Minnesota League of Women Voters
83$ Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis
Note: Meny of the bille of conecern to the Lesgue have now
cen introduced into the legielature and referred to committee.
full report of their progress will be published in the next
of the Voter reaching subsoribere on Februsry 15.
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No. 23 Fifth Region, Netional League of Women Voters Jan, 24, 1927

Have you read the editoriel "WHO CARES?" in the Women's Home Companion of
Februery?

SOUTH DAKOTA

At the recent meeting of the Executive Committee of the Council at Mitchell, the
local League enterteined members of the committee at dinner and the theater follow-
ing. Mrs, E, W. Feige, chairmen of the Council, Mrs. Fred Hoffman, treasurer, and
Mise Ruth Keller, Young Voters' adviser, spoke at the dinner. The president of the

local Lesgue presided,

Under the leadership of Miecs Keller, a college Lesgue hae been organized at Notre
Deme Academy. Officers of the new college Leegue are: Mise Mary Julia Haseslinger,
president; Mies Mary Claire C'Connell, vice-president; Mi ecelia Rozum,
secretary-treasurer; Miss Irene McCoy, program chairman; M Ethel Dovdell,
advicer and chairmen of the Constitution Committee. A temp rary League organiza-
tion has been effected et Dakota ‘/esleyan University, with Mice Sophis Miller,
temporary chairmen.

NORTH DAKOQTA

Mise Josephine Schain, secretary of the nationsl Department of International Co-
operation to Prevent War, spent a busy twenty-four hours at Grand Forks, January 10
and 11 - a Grand Forks local League dinner at which che epoke the evening of the
10th, breakfaet with the State Board on the l11th, and later a2 visit with members of
the North Dakota University Lesgue at the North Dakots University.

Minot - Mrs., Farkes visited Minot in Januery, enroute to Montana, She met with
T . - -
the local board snd brings encouraging reports of study and interecst.

North Dakota University League - During the holidave, members of the University
League, at home for the*ngatian, interviewed their representativee on the
League's legislative program. Al the next meeting, a large map of the state was
exhibited and each member reported on the interview, by districts. Attendance at
the fortnightly meetings is excellent. Each member who cannot be present sends an
excuse in writing! Good work!

Grend Forks League - Mrs., Parkes v p nt et 2 mecting Janvary 17. Everyone
wae prepared With pencil end paper "like a sohool" discuesing legislative

measures, Democracy at work!

MONTANA

On Janvary 12 and 13, Montane held its Sixth and best Annual State Convention st
Helena, Mrs. J. E. Patton waes re-eleeted precsident and the League is to be oon-
gratulated.,

Fresent throughout the convention besides the state delegates were Mrs. J. R,
Parkes, regional secretary; Miss Josephine Schain, secrctary of the Department of
International Cooperation to Prevent War, and Mrs. E. J. Mott, member of the
National Board and director of the seventh region.

A mass meeting wae held in the Capitsl House Chamber with s brilliant asudienge and
a brilliant platform. Mrs. J. E. Patton presided, and speskers were Licutenant-
Governor McCormeck, Attorney-General Foote, Assistant Attorney-General Choatec, Mies
Lucy Curran, only women mcmber of the legielature, Mre, Mott end Miss Schain.,

A spirited money-raising event was the feature of the final luncheon, A program of
work for the coming year, a budget and 2 new constitution were edopted., Board
meetings were held before and after the convention. In fact, in procedure and
method, as wiell as in spirit, it was a model convention,

TO%A

——

Mre, Parkes attended & conference a2t Clear Lake on December 14 and a board meeting
at Mason City, December 16, reporting great DT Ogress.

1639 Hennepin Ave., Minnespolis Merguerite M. Wells, Regional Director
P f 3 g
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CHANGES IN THE MARRIAGE LAW

Propognle for chungee in the Minncsots marrisge law, to mezke it conform to progres-
give stenderdes for this tvpe of legislstion, were firet considered in 1017 when the
Children's Code Commiscion ineluded such changes =mong ite recommcnd-tions for
needed legisletion. Hovever, no legislative 2ction resulted

In 1923, =« sub-committece of the Iublic Welfore Committee of the House requested Mr.
illiem Hodson, direccior of the state Children's Bureou, to prepare s bill that
might be introduced in the succeeding legielsture. The resvlting merringe code pre-
pered by Mr, Hodson in consultetion with various interested groups, psrticularly
Minnecsotz Committee on Socisl Legislation and the Minnesote League of Women
Voters, represente the best thought 2nd expericnce in the field of such legisletion,

The bill embodving the proposed code paessed the House in 1925 by = vote of 78 to 42,
having been smended by striking out the provisione reauiring 2 license and celebra-
tion for 211 velid merricpee. The bill wee not reported out of committee in the
Senate end thues feiled to become a lav.,

The proposed changes h2ve been introduced into the legisleture this year in the
form of seperste amendmente to the existing merrisge law, to meet the objection
that edoption of o code in effeot repeals 21l existing merriage statutes, thue re-
11ting in confueion. The amendmente offered cover in generzl the seme changes pro-
-aeed tvo yesrs zgo, except on one point. The provicsion in the 1925 code naming
“f?iicted riith venereal dicecse zmong those ineligible to contraoct marriage
-minded, €pileptice nnd inseane in the present l2w) hae been omitted because
AlfflGULtY in providing methods of enforcement. The changee proposed are:
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Change in the minimum merrisge =pe for women from 15 to 18 yearg.,

The preesent Minnhesote 15w permits o pirl of 15 to regaive 2 merrisge
license. The minimum mafriege sge for boyes would rewsin 18 years 2e in
the present lew. These rre the =ges =2lresdy estﬁbllsh&d in the lsws of 26
states. Tarcntzl consent for the marrisge of minore vould still be neces~
sary under the Minnesota law - for girle under 18, end boys under 21 yecrs,

2) A waiting period of five dsys betveen 2pplicstion for £nd issusnce
merriage license; end requirement thet both applicants must appear
the license officer ot gome time before the license is issved.

The present lew requires only one 2pplicent to appear and permits the
igsuance of the licence immedistely upon 2pplicetion. A waiting period ie
now reaquired by the lewe of five stztce. In three more = vaiting period
lg required for non-residents The purpose of the provigion is to gusrd
egaingt ill-advised merrieges "?ich frequently end in the divorece court.
In Great Britain and in nezrly every country on the continent, advance
notice of intention to marry ie reauired, the specific period verying from
tvo to three weeks,

3) Requirement of = license and szolemniz ation, with return of a written record,
for ell velid marringes.

The solemnization mey be by 2 civil authority, by religious ceremony, or
merely by 2 verbal aspreement in the presence of tvo competent witnesces,

The eignificznce of thie emendment is in ite provision for licensing and
recording 2ll vslid marriages, thue clearing yp the uncertsinty that must
alweys cheracterize the so-called common lew merricge relationship.
Seventeen statee heve elready tsken cnllghtened action in thys defining
the conditione of 2 merrisge contrnct e2nd the American Bar Associstion,
through eporoval nf a uniform merriage lew in 1911, hse declared for
legislation similar to the proposed smendment.

Merriage ie defined as "a civil contrect not differing from any other contract ex-
cept that it is not revoczble or dissoluble at the will of the perties." An emi-
nent Sootch lawyer has e2id, "The law mekes clesr 2nd full provicion for contracts
affeoting the s2le of * * goode and chattels of every descoription; a2nd why merriage,
the most importent of 211 humen contrects, should not be sg anxiously defined and
provided for, and thus placed beyvond the resch of both frsud end doubt, appears to
me to be one of the preatest anemelies in the law of the Christian country."




IR o e i s T
180 ur-‘“ f f J Ca T ”’I_f s O o T

Minnesota Lezgue of Women Voters
1622 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolie
Jancery 1 3 2 7

FROTECTIVE LEGISLATICN FOR WOMEN IN INDUSTRY

The need of protecetive legiglation for women in industry hee come vith the deve lop-
ment of vholesale, machine methode of production in place of the handicrafts former-
: 1 on by women in the individual homes "No longer", saye Mre. J. Paul Goode ,
*pin ond weeve, make ycoet end butter, oure mest end gather medicinal herbs.
ly 21l the processes for which vomen have been reeponeible in peet ages have
out of the home."

Women have folloved their work out of the home into the factory 2nd there are today
more then 8% million wage-earning women in thie country. Recent studies in four
citie: gshowed that 28 per cent of the entire femsle population 14 yeare of zge or
cver were at vork, "Women 2re not treansients in industrisl work se wae formerly be-
lieved but 2 grest number of them sre g¢ permsnent in industry 2e are men - some of
them never merry, and meny of those who do are forced to continue in, or later %o
return to, induetriel Jjobs to supplement the femily income .

(Report of the Director of the Women's Buresu of the U. 8. Devt. of Lebor, 1926)

The particular Justification for epecial legislstive protection for working women
lieg in the fect that women are the mothere sctually or potentislly of the rece. 1In
1908 the U, 8. Supreme Court, in upholding the constitutionality of the Cregon Hour
Law for Women e2id, "As healthy mothere are essential to vigoroys offspringe, the
phyeical well-being of woman becomes an object of public interest and care in order
Yo preserve the strength end vigor of the racei* * * The limitetions which this
statute placee upoh her contractual powere * * are not imposed solely for her bene~
fit but also largely for the benefit of all.," In 1915 the U. §. Supreme Court in
another decieion upheld the constitutionality of the Czlifornia law fixing an 8-hour
day ee the meximum for women workers.

Lawe to provide for the establishment of minimum wage rates for women end lawe to
limit the deily end weekly houre of %work end +p regulete night work, are the moet
familier expreesions of public concern in the health of working women. It is
believed that employere as well ae workers profit by such legislation since labor
turnover is reduced 2nd production is rendered more efficient when the element of
undue fetigue ie eliminated - sctuel inerease in output hzs been ghown to result
from a shorter vorking day,

(For the findinge of the Illinois Industrial Survey Commieeion (1918), see

"A Physiologicel Besie for the Shorter Working Dy for Women" Bullebtin No. 14,

February 1921, U. S. Department of Labor, Women's Bureau, pp. 12-16.)

Amendment to Minnesotes Minimum Wege Lew

€d in 1913 and ws
g

The Minimum Wage Lew for women =nd children in Minnesots wag poes
he Stete Industri
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administered first by the Minimum Wege Commiccion end later by t
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Commizsion {Df three membere) which replaced it in 1921l. The lew end the rulings
estebliched under the lew were excellently enforced throughout the etate, with in-
creceing cooperation from fair-minded employers, until June 1925, A series of
court decisione, including = U, S, Supreme Court decision (1923) affecting the Dis-
trict of Columbiz, heving celled in question the constitutionality of such lows,
the Stete Industricl Commiession then ssked for instructions from the sttorney-
general and vise advised that the Minnesota lew was inoperative ae it applied to
2dylt women, ¢lthough still enforcible in ite provisions for minore,

(See "Women Workers' Weges" by Josephine Goldmerk, The Woman Citizen, Dec. 1925.)

Figuree reported by the Bivieion of Women and Children of the Industrial Commisesion
ghow that vege edjustmente under the lew scoured in the biennium 1923-1925, smount~
ed epproximately to $15,000 and vere paid to 1,205 employeee in 323 different firms.
The figures for the cs=lendar yesr 1926, since the operation of the law has been
restricted to minors, show adjustments amounting to $4,362.00 secured for 148 male
minors end 165 female minore,

The crippling of the law 2g¢ 2 result of court decieions wes e prest discppointment
to 21l who heve followed its successful operetion in the state. The only legisle-
tive edjustment poseible under the circumstances is the removel of the inequality
€exieting in the sppliecstion of the lew to minore. According to the definition of
minor in the law, boys now come under ite protection up to the age of 21 and pirle
only up to the cge of 18. The Lezgue of Women Voters hae therefore propoged in
the present legislature =n amendment to meke the term'minor"epply to girls as well
eg Lo bove under 21 years of sge.




Re-enactment of Hour Law for Women

The League of Women Voters, in cooperation with other groupe, hag worked conesistent-
ly for legislation regulating houre of work for women in industry. A bvill providing
for & 48-hour week for women, introduced in the 192) legisleture, was amended to 56
hours and passed in both houses on the last day of the session. Enemies of the
bill, however, prevented repassage of the Senate bill by the House and it thus
failed to become a law.

A law providing for a 54-hour week and & 9%-hour day was edopted by the 1923 lepis-
lature by a vote of 101-1 in the House and of 49-6 in the Senate, Attempts to
weaken the law by amendmente exempting women employees in hotels and canneries were
successfully opposed by the League in the 1925 legislatyre.

The lew wag well sdministered by the Industrial Commission through its Division of
Women and Children, from ite enactment in April 1923 until the summer of 1926, 1In
Mey a prosecution of a Minneapolis employer for violation of the law failed in the
Municipal Court when the faot was established that, through 2 clerical blunder, the
act signed by the governor wes not identicasl in form with that pawrsed by the House
and Senate, The Industrial Commi'ssion then appealed to the attorney-general and wae
instructed that, due to the technicel irregularity in its pageage, the act wae not

a law,

Re-enaogtment of the 1923 law is now sought in @ bill proposed to the legiglature by
the Industrial Commiseion and containing certain new provisions agreed upon in con-
ference with representatives of verious intereeted groupe. Thege are:

1. A provision exempting from the operation of the law employees engaged in
handling perichable fruit, grains or vegetablee;

2. A provieion authorizing the Industriel Commiesion to grant permits for
longer hours of work than thoge prescribed in the law, under rules and
regulatione thet it may adopt snd "upon = zhowing which the Commission
determines to be an emérgency in the conditione of employment ."

It is recognized that the new provisione preatly weaken the law, vhich did not in
its original form repreesent a8 high etandard for such legislation.s It wae believed,
however, that it wae eo desirable to re-esteblish the genersl provicions of the 1923
law that the oonceseions demanded by Minnegote €mployers were agreed to by the dis-
intereeted groups supporting hour legielation.

The justification for exempting thoee handling perisheble food etuffe liece in the
fact that the shortness of the working period in canneries - often no longer thanp
€ix weeks - dependence upon unforegecen weather conditions, difficulty in importing
short-time workers into rural communities =snd cepecially the reliance upon local
women who do not work during the remsinder of the year, 21l constitute unique con-
ditions that have reesylted in = ¢imilar exemption in the lawe of 16 statecs.

The emergenoy exemption provieion in the proposed bill ie & more £weeping grant of
pover to the Commission than that provided in the lawe of other progreegive states,
In Californie the Commiession is cmpowered to shorten the working day in the more
exhaueting ococupations but my not lengthen it. The North Dakota law epecifically
definee whet may be deemed to be 2n emergency. The Wisconein lew provides that
permits for overtime vwork shall be limitecd to 10 houre a dey and to 30 deys in any
calendar year, with extrs pay for overtime. The term "emergency" in the Wisconsin
law hae been interpreted by the Commission (and the interpretation sustained by
court decision) ae covering conditions thet could not be foreseen, such ae 2 break-
dovn in machinery, and does not apply to timee of ceasonsl pressure ocourring
periodieally, However centering responsibility for €mergency permite in the Indus-
trial Commiesion of Minncsots givee the Commisesion the opportunity to establish such
gtandarde ag will beet safepuard the public intereet, and ensbles interested groups
to know what these standards 8re.,

Twenty-four states and the Distriot of Columbia have lawe limiting hours of work for
Women to 9 hours or lese a day; end to 54 hours or lese = week, Nine ststes and the
Dietrict of Columbia have adopted an 8-hour day or a 48-hour week as the legal stan-
dard. The Congrees of the U, S. has cetebliched an 8-hour dey for certain groups of
workers in government service. In several states bille propoging 2 48-hour week sre
now under discussion. Re-cnactment of the moderate law in force in Minnesota for
three years ie hoped for in the prezent seceion of the legislatyre.
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OF WOMEN IN MINNESOTA

Hennepin County

Clerk of Court:
The League of Women Voters supported the pascsege of the law
admitting women to jury service and is now interested in checking up on
the resulte of the law. Your prompt reply to the following auestions will

be very much appreciated.

How meny women gerved on grand ijuries in your county in 195267

How meny women served on petit juries in your county in 19267

1f women did not serve was it because they refueed to do &0,
or becayse the county commissioners did not include the names

of women among those listed for jury service?

(Signed)

\
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Fabruary 4th,
18 27

My dear Board Member:

The board of the Ramsey County League has invited the state
board to hold its next regular meeting on Friday, February 11,
in 5t. Paul, at the home of Mrs. Jane Humbird Buyrr. The
meeting is called at 10:20 A.M., and will be an all-day
meeting.

Mrs. Burr's home is 2t 943 Summit Avenue, one block from the
Grand Avenue ocarline (get off 2t Milton). We shall be glad to
try to arrange for transportation from this office for out of
town members who let us know that they will plan to be here at
9:45 A.M. on Friday.

Thie will be 2 particularly important meeting since it will
include discussion of the status of League measures in the le-
gisleture and plans for asking special help from our lecal
Leagues in behalf of certain measures, where such help is
needed.

The board of the Ramsey County League will entertain the state
board at luncheon on the dey of the meeting, TFlesse let us
know as early es possible whether we may count on your
attendance.

Sincerely yours,

/7 4T |
/ f

(',/;‘,M{/ E I ,/4"
Emily Child,
Executive Secretary
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February b6th,
;L

My dear Local League Chairman:
Your help is needed 2t once in connection with e bill before the legislature.

The bill providing for re-enactment, with certain changes, of the 54 HOUR LAW
for women workers (Senste File 181) is now before the Senste for a vote. It
is also under consideration by the Committee on Public Welfare in the House
az House File 460. I enclose = duplicate copy of & statement-you have
already received on this mezssure. It is apperent that there will be vigorous
opposition by certain employers to its passage, in spite of the fact that the
bill proposed to this legislsture affordes less protection to women workers
than that passed in 1923,

Members of the legislature ought to be aczured that public opinion throughout
the state demsnds such 2 law., Will you therefore ask several people in your
community to vrite to your senstors and representatives in favor of the rill?
Will vou and members of your League 2lso write to them? The vote on the bill
will come firet in the Senate and letters to senztore should therefore be
gent without a day's delay,

AMENDMENT TO MINIMUM WAGE LAY PASSES THE HOUSE: The vote on this measure in
our program came on February 1. Kfl—l?). We now swait favorable sction by
the Senate. In writing your senator on the hour bill you might include
mention of this amendment as one you hope will have his support.

QUESTIONNAIRE ON JURY SERVICE FOR WOMEN: I enclose for your information 2

questionnaire prepared by Mise Monshan, chairman of the Committee on Lepal

Status of Women, which explains itself. It shall be glad to heve you write
me whet you c2n about the service of women on juries in your county.

ONE LAST REQUEST: If you are to be either in S5t. Paul or Minneapolis during
the session of the legislsture, let us know so that we may consult together
on our bille in the legisleture, Nothing helps more than your going to the
Capitol and seceing your legislators there during the session.

With best wighes, I am

Sincerely yours,

Varguerite M. Wells,
President
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MINUTES
STATE BOARD MEETING
January 14, 1927

The regular meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League of Women Voters wae
held at the home of Mrs. John M. Guise, 2214 Goodrich Ave., St. Paul, on Friday,
January 14,

The meeting was called to order at 10:35, Miss Welle pregiding. Members of the
State Board present were Miss Yiells, Mrs, Uecland, Mrs. Bennett, Mre. Spear, Mre.
Wittich, Mre. Grieﬁald, Mre, Ringsted, Micsse Lusk, Mre. Ramsey, Mrs. Botsford end
Miss Lawrence. Mre. James Paige, Mre, J. A. Quint, Miss Child, Miss Marguerite
Oren and the folloring Remsey County League boerd members were also present:
Mre. Herbert, Holman, Hermann, Burr, Day, Elmer, Fredine, Fetter, Kavanaugh,
Michaud, Benepe, Meyere, Lott, Keegan and Flynn; Miscee Crotley, Troy, Furncess,
Perry end Jennings.,

The minutee of the previous mee€ting were read and approved.

Treasurer's Report

In the absence of Mre. Cant, Mrs, Wittich read the treasurer's report. The balance
on hand Dcgember 1 was $750.90. Reoceipte during the month totaled $1,107.84, of
which $660.00 was in local League quotas. Expenditur:s totaled $1,049.28, leaving
8 balance January 1 of $719.46, Bilis payeble were rcad, smounting to $638.48.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mise Lusk, sccond of Mrs. Bennett, that the treasurer'e
report be accepted and the bille allowed. Mise Wells spoke of thc improvement of
the local Leaguc'e quota peyments.

Rcporte by Distriet Chairmen

For the FIRST DISTRICT Mrs. Botsford reportcd that th: annual mceting of the

Tinona leaguc will be held Jenuary 28, Seventy-five memberes werc reported cnrolled
in etudy groups, Those programs inecludc study of county organization and city
rovernment , and the legislative program. Shc annhounccd the tentative plan of
giving "The Voter's Drcem" before the Busincee and Profescional Women's Club.

Mrs. Ringstad reported for the THIRD DISTRICT thet the Northficld end Winona
Leagues erranged 2 joint lunchcon in Faribault to ¥hich statc lecgislators werc in-
vitced to hear the League logislative program discuescd.

For the FOURTH DISTRICT Mise Lusk reported that the Monday lcgislative luncheons
would bc continucd, with e scrice of threc talke on city chartere, under the
Efficicney in Government Dcpartment. Preccding the luncheons, s course on the
foreign policy of the United Statece has bcen arranged, under the Department of
International Cooperation to Prevent War. Mre. Herbert is chairman of 2 committece
to scourc opinions on the succces of Woman Suffrage. The organization of radio
gtudy groups hse begun with e group in St. Anthony Park and en effort is being made
to sceurc an executive committce to sot with the chairmen in cach ward,

Mrs+ Quint rcported for the FIFTH DISTRICT that Mrs. C. B. Winter hag been appoint-
€d echairman of thc¢ Committzc on Suffragc Opinions and hags 65 names of ptresons to
intervicw, Shc reportcd the lunchcon for Kirby Paige, Januery 20, in which

gcveral men's olubs will coopt rate o

Mies Lawrcnee rcported upon thc St. Cloud League and Mre. Colby upon thc Olivia
Icaguc, in the sbeence of chairmen for the SIXTH and SEVENTH Districts.

Mre. Spcar reported for the EIGHTE DISTRICT that Dyluth hcld a mecting for lcgie-
latore, Thc Department of Intcrnetional Coopcration to Prevent War has arranged

8 scrice of four lecturce, Radio groups arc being formed to hcar statc radio
programe, and 2 committec to attend mcctings of the City Council and School Board.
She gpoke of waning intcrcst in Carlton and Grand Rapids. It wae agrecd, howewvcr,
that the initistive for any further cffort to continue the Leagus in Grand Repide
chould come from local women., Mise Lavirencc voluntecercd to vrite to = fricnd
about the eitustion. Mre, Spcar rcported the organization o a ncw Leaguc in
Naghrauk vhich promisce well,

In the abecnoe of Mrs. Wecks, thcre wae no réport from the NINTH DISTRICT.




e
Young Votcre

A Nationz2l Lezaguc report of college Leaguce in 211 statce wae re-g by the scerctary
Mies Ouen then told intcrcsting storice of Young Voter organizetion in Nevadsa, '
North Dzkota and otheor pleccs, A lcttcr from Miee Brggin ves rcad reporting upon &
very succcegsful mecting of the Moorh-:d Collcge Leaguc and €xecllent coopcration
from thc ne~ dcan of “omen, Mise Lumlcy.

State Board Veecancics

The rceignation of Mrs. Ticcke ae ninth dictriet chairman vas rcported to the board
with the recommendztion of the Excoutive Committce thet the board seecpt her regig-
nation end sek her to sccept appointment 28 chzirman of the Dcpartment of Intcr-
national Cooperation to Prcvent Yiar. IT %AS VOTED on motion of Mre. Ramscy, second
of Mrs. Spcar, that the bozrd retify thie rccommendation.

The chair reportcd thet o final snever hoe not yet becen rceeived from Miss Martha
Botsford in regerd to her acccptance of the chairmenchip of thc Living Coste Com-
mittce, Miss Ruth Mitchcll,will be uneblc to fill the vacancy in the esixth dis-
trict chairmenchip owing to the foect that ehe expcets to be out of the statec much
of the time during the coming months. She will, hovever, be very glad to keep in
touch vith work through attcndance at statc bocrd mccting vhen she is g2t home,

Depertment Reports

Mre., Wittich rcportcd for the Depertment of Efficicney in Government that two bille
heve becn introduccd in the legisleturc affeceting the dircct primary lew; one pro-
posce a rcturn to party deeignetion in the clcetion of members of the state legise~
laturc ;3 the other proposes & consolidsted party ballot in thc primery which would
substitute en "open primary" for the prcsent "closed primery" in cffect in
Minnesota. Mre. Wittich cxplaincd thet the cffeot of the latter me2eure %would be
definitcly to vieaken perty rceponsibility end thus Justify criticism of the direct
primary lew which is not juetificd at present. She therefore thought the proposed
bill not o desirsble onc from the Leaguc point of view but 2dviesed that therec ie

no occasion for taking immcdinte zetion upon it,

Mreo Wittich reported upon 2 recent vieit in the office of the Department of
Administretion and Finance and said that no bille affecting etetc reorgenization

have so far been introduccd into the legislature.

Reports on the prcsent ststus of Lesgue mesesures in the legicslature vere made by
Mrss Ueland and Miss ¥Wells,

Federal Legislation

Migs Oucn reported upon the statue of federal measures in thc National League pro-
gram., She egpoke in detail of the rencral of the appropriation undcr the Sheppard-
Torncr Act. Miese Ovcn also rcportcd the latcet facte bearing upon the Child Labor
Amendment ,

Confercnce on Cousc 2nd Curc of Yar

Jomce Paige reported upon the recent confercnce vhich ehe attended in
leg

Yaehington, D.C., and which vas gponsorcd by ninc ding nationnl organizations of
womcn. Shc rcportcd many inepiring addresses and scveral socinl cvente that com-
priscd onc full veeck's progrom. The confcrence ended +ith o resolution "to
cetablich peneo betvcen the netione by political, cconomiecal cnd diplomztic
cooperation” and » rccommcndstion "to study the implication of thc Monroe Doctrinc
snd to kno™ the nev Amcrican ncutrslity stond."

Miss Child reportcd upon the radio program of legislative dialogucs plznncd for
cvery Tueeday 2t 4:30 P.M, Miss "elle urgcd personsl notce to scauaintonees in
emall tovne to e2ll attention to the dizlogucs.

Mise Lusk extended to the etntc board the invitation of the Remecy County League
to hold the ncxt state boord meeting in St. Poul and rcportcd thet Mrs. Burr will
opcn her home for the mecting. IT %AS VOTED on motion of Mre. Ucland, sccond of
Mrs. “ittich, to 2cecpt the invitation and to invite the offieccrs and dircctors
of thc Ramscy County Lesguc to 2ttend the mccting,.

rceiction vag

é
mecting vae edjourn

2

Xxp

pree to Mres, Guiec for her generous hogspitelity and the
€d g

sed
2t 4:20 P.M,
Respectfully submitted,

Ruth Gage Colby, Secretary




AGEDNDA
STATE BOARD MEETING
February 11, 1927

Minutes

Treasurer's Report

The Woman Voter

Return on Yoman Citizen circularizetion
CRGANIZATION

Field Report - Miss Beggin

Reports by Tistrict Cheirmen

Appointments to vacant cheirmanships
DEFARTMENT AND CCMMITTEE REPCRTS

International Ccoperation t»> Frevent War

Legal Status of Women
Guestionnaire on Jury Service for Women

LEGISLATICN
Federal - Miss Owen
Stete - Mrs, Ueland
Letter to loczl Leaguyes on Hour bill
NATICNAL LEAGUE COMMUNICATIONS
Cpinions on Women Suffrege
Survey of Voting Hebits
Communicetions to state Senators on bille before Congress
Speakers aveilable

OTHER BUSINESS
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AT

D 1nHividual Regord Blank
(

League nf Women Voters Survey of Voting Habite

City Village Olivia, Minnesota

Age: (?1-:0)

Native born naturelized

Farentage: native foreign

Length of residenge in the community

Family relationghip:

daughter married

Ceccupation

Type of dwelling

Ownership of home

Voting record lest election:

P

Reason for not voting

Remerks:




Voter's Record

I I s

S aem

Survey of Voting Habits

e City or village

Minnesots

Primary General

Frimery Local
Election

Election

Note: The above informetion secured from official poll




The regular meeting of the State
held at the home of Mrs. Jane Humbirc
Februery 11.

The meeting was called to order at 10:40 AM., Miss Viells presiding. Members of th
State Board present were Miss Viells, Mrs. Uelend, Mrs. McGuirs, Mrs. McKnight, Mrs.
Cant, Mrs. Thorp, Mrs, Merble, Mrs, Remsey, Mrs, Djetrichson, Mrs. Gavus , Mrs.
Wieeks , Miss Botsford, Miss Lusk, Mrs. Dowling, Mrs, Speer and Mrs. Colby. Others
present were Miss.Merrill, Miss Owen and IMiss Child, There were two out of town
guests: Mrs. Glasoe of Northfield and Mrs. Colton of Duluth. The Ramsev County
League was represented by Mrs. Holman, Mrs. Burr, Mrs. Herbert, Mrs. Briggs, Mrs.
Day, Mrs. Gass, Mrs. White, Mrs. Guise, Mrs. Bassindale, Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Flynn,
Mrs. Fredine, Mys. Michaud, #rs. Kavanaugh, Miss Troy and Miss Jennings.,

Minutes of the previous meeting were r~sd ond spproved,

Treasurer's Renort

Mrs. Cant reported & balance of $719.46 Januvery 1, Tota eceipts were $967.52.
Expenditures totelled $9%2.51, lesving a balence of & 54 .67, very 1. Bills
payeble amount to $685.78. IT VWAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Dowli g, gecond of Mrs,
Mrs. Spcar, that the treasurer's report be accepted and the bills sllowed.

Women Voter and Viomen Citizen

Miss Child reported thet publicstion of the Voter financed by sdvertising, under an
arrangement made B yesr sgo, would ceese Merch 1. The board must now consider
plens for the future publication of the Voter.

Miss Child gave ® report of the roturn on ths circulerization of the Voter sub-
0

seription list by the Womsn Citizen m g8zine, The sum of $100 in commissions is
now credited to our Lesgue.

Orgenization

Miss Begpin reported visits a8pues i e Nint istrict during Jsnusry. A
conference with Mrs. Stadum of Werren did n indicetc 2 possibility of reviving
Lesgue organization there, 1 spit |

she is not the right lceder. Kston a group of young women - among thom was
Miss Hovlend, the Judgc of Probate Cour end several others in public office -

wes intcrested in orgenizing as a study group. In view of the impossibility of
forming & Loaguc there ot presont, Miss ¢grin offered them (pending Boerd action)
temporary affilistion with the stote Z1® as ¢ League Study Group. Miss Mae
Ridcout, onc of this group, is plendid possibility for a future League cheirman,
she soid.

2

Miss Beggin then medc two recommendctions to the Bosrd os follows: 1) that the
board epprove the organizastion of o study group in Crookston; 2) thet the boerd
recognize thst there is no loczl Lesgue in Vorren, IT WAS VOTED on motion of M Se
McKnight, second of Mrs. Raemsey, thet Crookston bhe psrmitted to organize a study
group. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. McGuire, second of Mrs. Spear, that the

Leagus at Werren bo dropped.

Reports of Distr}pt Cheirmen

Miss Lusk reported for the FOURTH DISTRICT thc completion of the charter classes
and the beginning of ¢ seriss of trriff clessses to be held ss Monday noon
luncheons, os were thec charter mectings. The Young Voters group continues to mect
regulerly =t Mrs, White's home snd the tenth ward study group is most successful,
The Internetional Relations clos<es will continue indefinitely es & morning cless
on Mondeys. A rummegc selc is being planned for April. And the greatest echisve-
ment is a completely outlinod quotae basis for the wards in order to solve ths

problem of finence.

Mrs. Geus reported for the FIFTH DISTR
by 175. Thc Annual Mooting will be ]
luncheon to be given by girls of the Universit




sk
the toriff on some article of the
proccdurc being threo

Lecgue headquarters!

meNl. Virrd study
discussion meetings end one 1
sproker nddresses the members.,

groups are flourishing

s Ltheir
orger m-:;r:ting ~t

which some

Mrs. Doviling rcported

"mong rectivitics
the

Tuesdoy Leecgue houyr ond o
county mecting in its reprosen

in the SEVENTH DISTRICT redio portics
Silver Tea, held in Olivin, which fmounted to A
tetive ottendance,

for

Irs. Spear reported for the BEIuiTH DISTKICT g
¢ lagt Len

*U€ mceting wes devoted to cho
8roups heve started to meet cach Tuesdey for the Lecgue progrom.
study Eroup continues gps & branch of the Duluth Le
are possibilities for Locgue orgenization

SUccessful membership ten in Duluth.

rter dis Ussion. And scverol new redio

The Carlton
¢gue end Barnum snd Moose Lake
in the spring.

Department rng Committee Reports

The chair "nnounced the accentance of nppo
Department of Internetional Cooperatio
Committee on Living Costs
wWelcomed by the board,

intmernts tg the
n to Prevent Vinr
by Miss Merthe Botsford.

cheirmanships of the
by Mrs. Vieeks and

to the
Both were present snd

were
Mrs. Weeks gnve her report

COOPERATION TO PREVENT v.AR,
powers to

88 new cheirman of the

She spoke of
© new conference for
perstory commission now conferring rt Geneve
menting the Weshington Arms Treaty
the nations be remove
strict
Intern

Department of INTERNATIONAL
President Coolidge's inv

itation to the
neval limitation ond

his suggestions to the pre-
to drew up ¢ navel fgreesment supple-
of 1921, in cffc

cet thut naval coupcbitioi amorng,
gress he announced a program of
'Y peénding the outcome of the

the House upheld the
Sencte will force the

¢ sum rbove the bvdget

« Also in o messege to Con
limitation to novel ermoment in this count
etional Disermement Conference. Vihile
"big nevy" groups in the
originally reported,

next
president, the
navoel nppropristion bill through os
approved by the president,

Nicarsgua ond Moxico put ¢ double responsibility on stot
Protecting intercsts of the United States in botp countries., Mexico's new oil
and lend lows cre obviously intended to apply norticuleriv to rertoin holdingg

of United Stotes citizens., This is complicrted in Mexico's recognition of
Secnsco, the former Vice-presidont of Nicerogun as tho real president rather than
Diaz to whose preosidency the United Stetes « In this contest
North Americe to protect, ond the

n interests rre difficult presence of 5000 naval
men end officers for this purpose is highly displcasing to South America generally,

Secretery of Stoto Kellogg in

gives recognition

The World Court hes reeched o stote of enti-climoax for us, she
sion on Reservetions hns turned in on unfavorable
emong tre powers which hove sent for
rejection of Americen nd berence

end to hopes of rdhering to the

L

said. The Commis-
decision snd Greot Britain ig
mel notice to the U. . Stete Deprrtment of
with the reservations stteched.

This brings an
Court for the present.

Mrs. McGuirs reported bricfly on the Chinese situation.

Legal Stotus of Viomen - In the
facts on jury service flor
inclusion of women on panels from which Jjur
by the Borrd of County Commissionors in the
Was insugureted by Miss Monahsn which le d to the send ing
the countics asking if women were called to serve on the

Jury and if not, th resson why, Miss Child report
countics showing 22 counties in which

absence of Miss Monah

&n, Miss Child reviewed the
women. In 1921 a 1

W Was secured which provided for the
ors were drewn, The panels nre

made up
smaller counties.

Lest fall on inguiry

out of qusstionnaircs to
grand jury and the pctit
¢d replies rocoived from 786

ne Women ore listed for Jury service.

Mrs . Dowling reported the situation in Renv ille
threatencd with the loss of their

county attorncy of Renville County, hnd cdvisod thet the commissionors pess n

rcsolution excluding women from Juries. Opposition to the resolution sfter it vwas
pessed by the commissioncrs BfVe rise to n mendemus procesdines, which hroneht +he
&ommissionsrs into court to hesr o discussion of thr facts,
Mr. Beker ond spoke highly of those Women serving &s jurors in the present term of
Court. The scerctery resd the county rttornev's explsnrtion =g printed in The
Olivie Times. Miss Child reed the resolution of th- Comuissionrrs in which the
notable resson for the exclusion of wome:, from the jurr wes to "speca up
prosecution" of eriminslg !

County where the viomen ore
rigtt to sorve on Juries, She scid Mr. Saker

The Court roprimanded




Federal Legislsotion

Miss Owen told of the lpst doys nreceding the presege of the Sheppard-Towner Re-
appropriation Bill, after it ked been modo tho "unfinished business" of the Senrte
2nd come up cutometicelly ench day nt two o'elock. She described the filibuster
orgenized by seven senctors, tho perils of which tho bill survived without even
having to nccede to the objectionsble one yonr rmendment. This she celled an out-
stending victory rgainst ¢ filibuster in s short session, Although victory was
bought 2t the pricc of repealing the act in 1929 it was cleer ly understood that one
Congress cennot bind snother. She reported the bill grantirg suffrege to the
District of Columbir lost in this session.

She gave the stctus of the Wedsworth-Grrrott Amendment. Senstor Gerrett wished a
favoreble report from the Judiciery Committec of the Eousc but that commit tec will
not report it out, she soid.

She snoke brisfly of the Cremton Bill snd the Smoot Bill, both dealing with placing
the enforcement of Prohibition under +he civil scrvice. She resd n telegrem ro-
questing thet the Leegue support one of these pending bills, IT wWAS VOTED on
motion of Mrs. Uclsnd, second of Mrs. MceGuirs, that the secretary write our Minne-
sota senctors to convey ¢ message from the bosrd in supnort of the princiole of
putting prohibition ngents end officers under civil sorvice.

Stnte Legislotion

Mrs. Uelend repor ted the ratificetion of the Cwilg Lebor Amendment by both houses
of the Montena lecgislature, the fifth state te retify. Leter Miss Owen explained
the ratifieotion in Montang 2s o "good Job, county by county". Sponsors for the
emendment heve been secured in both houses of the Minnesota legisloture but intro-
duction of » ratificotion resolution will depend upon the poll. atificrtion by
on® house would indicrte to the country a protsst rgninst the disbelief in the
measure shown two yorrs sgo, she scid. Sha revorted the bill for Mothers' Pension
Refund to counties introduced into both houses.

Reports on the status of Leagus bills in the legisleture wore given. Mrs. Guise

reported on the educctionsl bills, Miss Child on the smendments to the marrisge
lew ond Mrs, Dictrichson on the industrisl meosures.,

Netionel Leaguc Communicrtions

Suffroge Opinions
5

In response to o recquest from the Netionnl Lecgue for opinions on suffrege from
representative men ond officials, specicl chrirmen were appointed to carry out the
work in St. Pocul and Mimm-sanolis snd lettors rcquesting two or more opinions were
scnt out to lorel Lrcgues., Iwenty oninions have boen rcceived from out of towm;

1?2 from St. Poul and 1?2 from Minncapolis.

Voting Habits Study

A communication vies reported from the Netionrl Lezrgue outlining a plan for the
study of voting hobits in different scctions of the country in various typcs of
locelities, as o preliminory to plens for the next Get-Out -The-Vote compeign.
Monticello, LeRoy and Olivir have ezch beon considercd os nrospective plrces. Mrs.
Wittich's suggestions for supolementing the study by securing dets on more than one
election will be carried out,

Speakers Aveilable

Madnme Grinberg, » French lewver, srrived in this country February 10 and will be
aveilehlc to the Leogue as o spreker. One of her topics is "Whet French Women
Have Donc osnd Are Doing for Viorld Prace". The Duchess of Athol, essistant
minister of Bducrtion in Englend, mey possibly be sveilsble as a sperker in the
event of her proposed visit to America.

With an expression of rpprecistion to Mrs. Burr for her hospitality to the stote
boerd and the Remsey County bosrd, the menting was ecdjourncd st 4:50 P.M,

Respectfully submitted,

Ruth Gnage Colby, sccretery




Dear Board Member:

The next mecting of the state board will be
The place of the meeting is
bly be in Minneapolis.

on Fridev, Merch llth.
not yet known but it will proba

letter with further informetion will reach
In the meantime this will remind

t’rou i'n a fe‘ﬁ !'1151}_"3.
you to reserve the day.

Sincerely yours,
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L2 2%

DEPARTMENT CHAIRMEN

Dear Board Member:

The board meeting on Friday, March 11, of which you have
already had a notice by postalcard, will be held in
Minneapolis at the home of Miss Wells, 325 Groveland Ave.
The meeting will begin at the usual hour, 10:30 A.M.,

and will- be an all-day meeting. Please let us hear as
soon as possible whether you will come. Trausportation
from the office to Miss Wells' home will be provided for
out of town members.

Plans sre underway for a memorial service for Mrs.

Ueland and for & permmnent memoriasl. This will be one
of the subjects discussed at the meeting. There will
elso be several questions connected w
measures. We hope you will make a spe
attend.

i
ith our legislative
ecial effort to

Sincerely yours,

Emily Child,
EC ms Executive Secretary

P.S. Some envelopes addressed to bosrd members got into
the mail by mistake last week. One may have reasched you;
so we wish you to know that there was no enclosure.




AGENDA
STATE BOARD MEETING
March 11, 1927
Resolutions - Mre. Thorp, Mrs. Vieeke, Miece Luck
Minutes
Treasurer's Report
Reeding of Messages from National Leapue and local Leagues

Recommendations on Appointmente

Buccessores to Mrs. Ueland
Legielative Council
Lobby
Cheirman of Finance (also pledges to National Council)

Executive Committee
International Cooperation to Prevent War
Fublic Welfare in Government
Attendance of college Lesgue representative at state board meetings
Report on Plans for Memorial Service for Mres, Ueland - Mre. McKnight
Official representation from local Leagues
Special Memorial Issue of the Minnesots Woman Voter - Mre. Thorp
Stetues of Publication of the Woman Voter
Report on Surveye of Voting Hebite
Mies Beggin - Letter from Mres. Vittich
Report for Department of International Cooperation to Prevent War - Mrs. Weeks
FEDERAL LEGISLATION
Letters from Minnesote Senators
Smoot Reorganization Bill - Mies Owen
STATE LEGISLATION
Status of League bille in the legislature
GENERAL COUNCIL MEETING OF THE NATIONAL LEAGUE, APRIL 26-30
Delepates from Minnesote
Action on Suggested Changes in Program of Tork
Stending committees on Immigration and Prohibition
(Appoint chairmen to report at next meeting)
OTHER BUSINESS
Follow-up of Jury Service Questionnzire
Reading of communicetions from National League

Special confercnce on future legislative plane




Minnesota League of Women Voters
1639 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis

TYPICAL LETTERS
from files of
The Mirneszota Industrial Commiseion
(Showing need of state-wide law limiting hours of work for women in industry)

July 19, 1926
Dear Sire:

Ae I have hesrd thet vou send out inspectore to investigate working hours,
wages, ete, I am writing to you.

I have a2 sister thet is working at the , 8 restaurant, here in
town. The place changed hands about & weeks ago and it seems as if these people
heve no consideration., Thevy are working their girls from 1% to 16 houre 2 dey at
the wage of $5. a week., My sister goes to work in the morning bef ore seven and
usually worke until 9:30 and 10:00 except on Saturday when ehe works until 10:30
and 11:00.

Then too at that vage =he scrubs the floors and even does mopping in the
rooms upstairs, Hae 2 pereon 2 right to meke 2 girl work that long at the wage?
She is only 16 years of age.

Signed:

July 16, 19256

fiould you please give some informetion regarding girle le2bor in public
places and also wages at the Hotel. They are working the girle from
to 16 hours 2nd only $5.00 per veek. They elso only pay $1.00 per day in the
hotels for 8 hour zhifts,

a
=4
o

Will vou pleasse do what yvou can for we girles that have to work.

Yours truly,
Signed:

February 25, 1927
Dear Sirs:

L)

Can you inform me as to hours of vworking women permitted by Minnesota laws?

The local Bell Exchange ie working their operatore 12 houre per day 2nd I am
cstrongly of the opinion this is not lepgsl. If it is legal it is certainly not
decent, especially on the pert of 2 company paying dividends this compsny does,

Yours truly,
Signed: M.D.

February 15, 1927
Dear Sirs:

Went to call your attention to investipate =zt the restaurant of
I have been in the place vorking for 2 while byt it is so long hours end lictle pay
and killing people. It ¥as too much for me to work 11% hours to 13 hours g day so
I left them, [

The dining room girle mork 10 and 11% hours and the kitchen help vorks fron
10 to 12 or 13 hours a day, hardly getting time to €2t 2 decent mesl a day,

Signed;
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Merch 12th,
192y

Dear Local League Chairman:

The State Board wishes me to send you 2 special announcement of the
memorial services to be held in honor of Mre. Ueland in the House
chamber at the Capitol, Sundsy afternoon, March 20, at half past
three o'clock.

It ie the hope of the board that your League will wish to appoint
of ficial delepates who will represent it 2t the services. It is
true that these services ere under the auspices not only of the
League but of other friends and organizations who wish to do honor

to the memory of & great citizen and a beloved friend. The League,
however - and the League not only in Mrs. Ueland's own city but
throughout the state in whose welfare she 2lwaye felt so much con-
cern - will especially delight to do honor to its firet president
eand honorary president.

Will you promptly cend us the name of your officisl representatives
in order that places may be reserved. Ushere will be furnished
with a list of the namee of these official Leapgue delegates.

The Board yesterday voted to issue & especial Memorial Number of the
Women Voter. This will be designed to be of permenent value. Your
Leagye will perhape wish to have extra copies for distribution.
Will you let us know in advance ho¥ many you wich go that we may be
guided in placing our order, The charge will cover merely the

cost - about 5¢.

The sorrow 2all Leapgue members share in the logss of our friend snd
leader has seemed to bring us nearer topether and unite ues in =
common purpose to mo on more unweveringly than ever for the accom-
plishment of those purposes for which she hae eo long been our
inspiration and help,

Sympzthetically and eincerecly yours,
Marguerite M, Wellse,

M me Presgident
Enc.




Merch 12, 1927

' Committee on Memorial Services for

The Citizene
Mrs, Ueland has arranged for gervices in the House of

Representatives at the State Capitol on Sunday, March 20th,

&t half past three o'clock.

This meeting is open to all who wich to attend.
Please make this known to your memberehip.,

Owing to the interest of your organization in the
purposes for which Mrs. Ueland worked, it is hoped that you
will wish to appoint an official delegation to sttend the
gervices.

Sincerely yours,

Mrs. Jane Humbird Burr
FOR THE COMVITTER

328 Cedar Street
St. Paul, Minnesota
Telephone - Cedar 3178
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MINUTES
STATE BOARD MEETING
Mereh 11, 1927

The regular meeting of the State Board of the Minnesota League of Tomen Voters was
held at the home of Miss ells, 325 Groveland Avenue, Minneapolis, on Friday,

Mareh 11, 1927. The meeting wae called to order et 10:30 2.m., Miss Wells
presiding.

There were present Miss Wells, Mre. MeKnight, Mre. Gaus, Mrs, Spear, Mise Lusk,
Mre, Ramsey, Mrs. Botsford, Mise Martha Boteford, Mics Lawrence, Mre. Thorp, Mrs.
Cant, Mrs. Dowling, Mre. Weeke, Mre. Griswold, Miss Kercher end Mige Monshan,

There were also present Mise Marguerite OWen, Mrs, Carrol W. Sherwin of Monticello,
Miss Child, Miss Begrin and Miss Hampe o

Mise Wells spoke of the great lose felt by the members of the state board in the
death of Mre. Ueland and asked Mre., Thorp to report the resolution prepared by a
committee of three, Mre. Thorp, Mre. Weeks and Miee Lusk, for submission to the

boerd. The following resolution wae then read by Mre. Thorp and adopted by the

board:

MISS WELLS AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD:

Your Committee appointed to give expreesion to the feeling of thie Board in
the death of its moset honored, most beloved mewber, Mre. Ueland, realizes ite
utter inadequacy. There sare no worde with vhich to fittingly voice our grief and
our esenee of irrepsrable lose.

It would sgeem thet only in the aquiet inner chember of the heart of each of
ue can there be the deepeet appreciation of her life end work among us. Mrs.
Ueland wae to ue all ¢o supremely & dear friend, & sympathetic counsellor, a
wiee leader that each member of this Board muet personelly and continuously
mourn her losge,

Since ite inception thie Board hee never faced a erigig in its affairs when
we have not looked to her for ¢larifying judement and wise decision. We have
faced many epparently insuperable difficultics lead by her dauntlese courage and
eplendid faith,

There are many of ue to whom she gave the eame sympathy and loving counsel
in the various crisee of our individual livee, We find it diffieylt indeed, to
face our work end our lives without the senze of her abiding friendship,

She needs from us, who knew end loved her, no epitaph and no eulogy. She
has schieved for ue an assured and unasegaileble immortality.

Her legacy to us liee in her unfiniched taske, and to the 2ccomplishment of
thcee, her labor of love, we stand committed in eo far ss we are able and sre
found worthy. Im such a dediocation of ourselves we offer her the praise and love
Wwe believe she would most degire,

Harriet H. YWeeks
Cornelis Lusk
Vivian S. Thorp

The minutes of the previoue meeting were read by Mre. Gaue in the absence of the
georetary and approved after correction,

Mre, Cent reported a balance the let of February of $754,67 and receipte during
February of $1211,73, of which $818,58 wae received in quotae. Disbursements

during the month amounted to $965.49, lesving 2 bank balance March 1 of $1000.91.
Bills payable amounting to $616.59 werc reported. IT WAS VOTED that the treagurer's
report be accepted and the bille 21lowed.

Messegees from the National Leapue of ficers who knew Mre, Uelend, from the St, Paul
Federation of Churches and from the Duluth, Northfield and Redwood Falls Leaguesg
were read by the secretery and it wee agreed thet Mise Wells should reply in the
name of the board, A message mae sleo read from the Duluth Leegue Executive Commit-
tee reporting twenty-five dollars gubscribed by committee members to the etate
League in memory of Mre. Ueland,




The chair oslled attention to the ncceesity of appointing sucve..

Jeland to take over the reesponsibilitiee ¢he carried in connection with Legrcawve.
work, ae a member of the Executive Committee eand ae chairmen of the Finance Commit-
tee. The board spproved the guggeetion that the Legislative Council be asked to
choose one of ite members ne 2cting chairman for the remainder of the year. The
cheir reported 2 confercnce of the Tvwin City women who have been doing sctive work
at the legislature recently, at which Mre. L. C. Weeks was chogen as acting chair-
man of legislstive work et the Capitol, for the remainder of the session. Mre.
Weeks eppealed to the board for volunteers from outside the cities for %ork. The
following volunteered: Mre, Boteford (will be in the city the last of Merch);
Mrz . Dovling (cen come for one deg); Mre. Sherwin,

The responeibility carried by Mre. Ueland as chairman of the Finence Committee must
8leo be divided emong members of the boerd and the chsir celled for volunteers for
thie work. Mrs, Thorp suggested that Mre. Pertridge be seked to follov-up the
national membershipe seoured by Mre. Ucland and herself, Mre. Cent, Mre. Gaus, and
Mre. Thorp volunteered to give time also to the calls necessary to secure renewal
of memberehipe eolready pledged. In the metter of fecuring pledges to be reported
to the national League in sdvance of the Genersl Council meeting in April, Mre.
McKnight offered aseistance snd Mre. Cant sugeested thet a letter be eent to those
who heve heretofore made pledgees at the netionel convention.

The chair reported tvo vecancice in the Executive Committce and reminded the board
that the cuetom hee heen to anpoint the departmeut .bairmen to service upon the
committee., The vacancies, thecrefore, represent the Depertment of Internstional
Cooperation to Prevent War, formerly held by Mre. Hargresves, and the Depertment of
Pudlic Welfere in Government. IT "/AS VOTED on motion of Mre. Cant, sccond of Mre.
Boteford, that Mre. Weeke be appointed to serve upon the Executive Committee., Tt
vwee agreed that the chair be asked to recommend 2t the next board meeting someone
to £ill the other vacaney.

Plane for Memorial Servioe for Mre. Ueland

Mre. McKnight reported plane being mede bv o Citizene' Committee, of which she is
cheirmen, for an inepiring memorial service at the State Capitol on Sunday =fter-
noon, March 20, St., Peul high schoole heve been 2aked to rend three representativeer
each and stete and city organizations are ssked to name official delegates, IT WAS
VOTED on motion of Mise Kercher, second of Mre, Spear, that Mies Welle be authorized
to write to locel Leapuee in the stete agking them to name delegates to attend the
gervice,

Memorisl Issue of the Women Voter

The chair reported the tentative plan to make the next issue of the Voter s«
Memorial Number end asked Mrs, Thorp, ae the epecial editor of this number, to re-
port upon plans, Mre, Thorp suggested the inclusion of an abetract of the addres-
geer made by Miss Wells and Mr. Sageng in the Memorizal 8ervice on Sunday, together
with epecial statements on Mrs. Ueland's publie work by those who have known it
most intimetely, 8he 2lsp read clippinge from Mre. Uelend's gerap book that =he
hopes to use, It wae apreecd that extra copies of the epecial number should be
ordered 2nd that local Leapgues be aseked to place edvence ordere for additional
copies of thie number,

Publie2tion of the Toman Voter

Mise Child reported that the arreangement by whiech Mr., Keller gerumed the cost of
publiching the Womsn Voter terminsted with the last (February) iesue end that, p -1
ing nem plane, the cost of publicetion muet be met from the League treasury,

Reporte by Depertment 2nd Committee Chairmen

Mres, eeke reported recent developmente in the field covered by her department.
Mrs. Therp reported thet Mr. Dillon of the Tribune plens to go to Geneva thies sum-
meEr and vieit the Leapye of Natione. She egked that a letter of introduetion be
given him to Dame Rachel Crowdy amd the chair agked Mizs Oven to forwerd thie re-
quest to the Nediemal Lesgue.

Lettere frem Senatore Shipstcad and Schall in response to communicetione from the
Lespue in support of federal 2ction to place prohibition enforcement officers under
eivil service were read by the ecorctery, Mice Owen reported the paesage by Con-
gress of the Smoot Reorganization Bill in which is incorporated the Cramton bill
embodying this principle,




s
8tate Legiglation

Mies Owen reported that the poll on the Child

Labor Amendment in the Sepste chored
no certain majority in ites fevor and =

cimilar eituation existe in the Houge. A
retification resolution will therefore not be introduced into this legielature
elthough there is certain work that must be done immediately se well as in the
future to hold the friendsthe =mendment now bes and to meke new ones. She suggested
8g necessary:

1) A letter to members of the legielature
by the poll;

2) A personsal viesit to the O sponsore
poeeible ratification bill,
ite introduction;

3) A plan during the coming two yeere for sgending epeakers on the zmendment to

other organizetione in places where there ie no League of Women Votere;
4) Other specizl eduectiunal work.

ghown to be fevorable to the amendment

g€curcd by Mrs. Ueland in the Senate for o

to explain to them the decigion in repard to

The fact thet there esre sill eeveral legislators who, though personally won over %¢
the amendment, say they cennot vote for it because of ithe sentiment in their die-

tricte, points to the nceesgity or cducetioral work in their Cistriote.

Miee Owen =lso reported upon the status of the 54-Hour Pill in the legisleture and

there wae general diccussion of the opposition to it and of the need of =suych = law,
Other bills were reported upon briefly.

Young Voters

Migez Child suggested the porsibPility of arranging for aitecadance of 2 representative
of the various college Leagues at stete boerd meztings , each Le

agu€ being given an
opportunity to send & reprecentztive to a certain board meceting, IT WAS VOTED on
motion of Mre. Remsey, second of Mre, Gaue, thet thc bosrd epprove thie plan and

thet the neceseary motificstion be sent to each college Leegue.,

Mrs, Spear reported that o temporary committee on organizetion hse been named at
the Duluth State Teachers College and thet it ie her hope that a college Lespue will
be formed there in the near fyture.

Survey of Voting Habite

Mies Begpin reported upon the surveys =lready conducted in Monticello 2nd Qlivia end
eaid that it ie planned to carry on two additional surveye in Hincklev, in the
northern part of the state, and in Slayton, in the southern pert of the state, in
time to forward the results for report 2t the General Couneil meeting of the
Netional Leaspue, Miss Cchild read 2 letter from Mre., Wittich who ie working upon
the date gecured in Monticelle and who complimented Miss Begpin and the Montieello
League upon the excellence of the work. Mre. Sherwin of the Monticello League and
Mre. Dowling of Olivie conmtributed to the discusecion of the value of the survey.

8enerel Council Meeting in April

The cheir seked the board to take fction in the appointment of delcgates to attend
the meeting of the Genersl Council. IT :AS VOTED on motion of Mies Lawrence,
gecond of Mre, Remsey, to neme Mre. McKnight to represent the Minnesota League and
to suthorize the Executive Committec to appoint the second delegate,
Attention was celled to chengee suggeated in the netional Program of Work for the
Depertment of lnternstional Cooperation to Prevent Wer by Mre. YWeeks., The cheir
agked that the boerd name one of its membere to prepare a report for the next beard
meeting on the recommendetions submitted by the standing committecs of the National
League on Immigration and Prohibition enforocement. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mre.
Dorling, second of Mise Menehen, to ask Mre. Goue to meke such a report.

Jury Service Queetionnaire

Miee Monahan reported that replies h=ve been received from 211 but 9 counties in the
state to the questionnsire sent out on service of women on juries. She suggested
that an effort be mede to secure the information for these femaining counties, After
discuseion, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mise Monzhan, second of Mies Luek, that 2n
appeel be sent to locel Leapuce to gceict in getting information thet cannot be
gcoured in other waye and that a plan be mede for securing the f2geistance of loesl
Leaguee in furthering the service of Women upon juriee,

After the reading of = etatement from %he NatTonsl League quoting s pegsage in =
recent study of sdult educetinn by +the Carnepie Foundztion, spesking of the excel-
lence of the LEEﬁU€IE work a7 publicsuione in the Field of politiesl education,
the meetineg adijourned at 5-03 PsM. Respectfully gubmitted,

Emily Child. Secretery Pro Tem
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IONA - The ennual state Convention was held at Des Moines March 17 and 18 and Mrs.
Knutson end the other officers were re-elected.

Among the delegates, representing Davenport, Estherville, Mason City, Des Moines,
Clear Lake, Marshalltown, Gilmore Citv were three members from the Iowa State
College League and their adviser, Mrs. Edward Allen.

The event of the Convention was the presence of the national president, Miss Sherwin,
who spoke on "An Adventure in Patriotism" to en attentive and representative state
audience at a banquet in her honor Thursday evening.

The farewell luncheon was one of the most successful of the Convention occasions and
one of ils pleasant features was the raising of 3450 towards the 1927-8 budget of
$1325,00.

By referendum November 4, the voters of Iows confirmed the antion of two previous
legisletures and removed from Iowa's women the disability to hold public office. The
League has seldom done a better job anywhere than this achicvement of the Iowa
League in winning victory in the rsfer~ndum.,

On the last day of February Mason City held a special election and voted in the city
manager plan of government. The local League, efter due consideration and discussion
with stete officers, decided that the plan met the standards for manager plan of
government endorsed by the Nat ionsl League and decided to supvort the measure. It
wes the only women's organization to participete actively in the campaign. It held
mass meetings with speakers for th: plan end also sent its own specakers to ready-
made audiences. The Meson City Lesgue is to be congratulated on an excellent piece
of work.

NORTH DAKOTA - It is reported that alrcady nearly two months beforc the end of the
nationsl fiscal yecar, North Dskota has completed payment on its national quota.

SOUTH DAKOTA - The Mitchell Lecague bas elected new officers; among them the presi-
dent, Mrs. J. F. McMahon; the lst vice-oresident, Miss Dorothy Stebbins; and the
2nd vico-president, Mrs. &, i. Starr.

A group from the Furon League has completed an intensive course of six weeks' study
of the Child Labor Amendment. At the end of the course s public luncheon was held,
at which ten questions based on child lavor legislation werc asked and gngwered.

On October 9 was orgenized the Arlington Lengue of Women Voters composed entirely of
rurel women, 211 of them it is reliebly reported under 40 years of age. Needless to
sey this new Arlington League gives promise of being one of the most enterprising in
the region.

MONTANA - The event of the year in the Fifth Region was, of course, ratificotion of
the Child Lebor Amendment by the Montana legislature. Members of the legislative
committee, led by Mrs. Norman Winestine, did velisnt service in so prcsenting the
merits of ratificetion %o the legislators that action was prompt and decisive. The
entire region extends congrstulations.

MINNESOTA ~ There are mony Lergue membars throughout the region who will shere in
Minnesotn's sorrow ot the decth of their beloved Honornry Precsident, Mrs. Andreas
Uelond. Mrs. Uelend was struck snd killed by an cutomobilc Tussday, Merch 1, as she
wes sbout to enter her own doorwsy on the way home from the Capitel.

Mrs. Uelend, under whose leadership suffrage was won in Minn~zsots, was not only &
very tower of strength in the League of Women Voters ns she hes becn for the last
quarter of # century in all the good enterprises of the stote, but shc was nlso
personally beloved of every League momber.

The recent situntion in s Minnesots county where officinls decided to omit women
from the jury prnel, resulted in court proceedings to compel the listing of women
for jury service as provided by thc law securcd by the League of Women Voters in
1921. The state Lergue then sent out ¢ guestionneire to the clerk of court in
every county to learn how th: low is beipg observed throughout the state. Replies
came back promptly snd showed that women have been giving jury service in cll bub
22 of the 87 counties of th~ state. The Lecguc now plans 2 cempnign directed to
women in the 22 counties to securc the inclusion of women in all jury lists.

1639 Hemnepin Avenue, Mimneopolis Marguerite M. Viclls, Regional Director
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Merch 28th,
1927

DEPARTMENT CHAIRMEN

Dear Board Member:

The next meeting of the State Board will be held on

Friday, April 8. Mre. Sumner T. McKnight has invited the
board to meet at her home, 2200 Ferk Avenue, Minneapolis.

Trangsportation from the stete office to Mra.
MeKnight's home will be provided for out-of-town members
who zend us word that they will arrive in the office by
10:00 o'clock. The meeting will be, as usuel, 2an all-day
meeting opening at 10:30 A.M. The chairmen of standing
committees will meke recommendations to the board for
sction on proposed changes in the Progrem of Work of the
National League.

Members of the board of the
invited to attend this mecting.
promptly as poscible whether we ma: ount on your atten-
dance in order that we may mske the :gary reserva-
tions for luncheon.

3

Emily Child,
Executive Secretary
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Mgt MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF V.OMEN VOTERS
& -sempbs March 30, 1927

Explanation of Terms

GENERAL ORDERS: Liet of bille reported favorably from standing committees and await-
ing discuesion in Committee of the Whole,

CALENDAR: Bille that have been discuesed in Committee of the Whole and recom-
mended for passape ore placed on the Calendar for the day for final
action. The vote on the final paseeage of & bill is always by roll-
call.,

SPECIAL ORDERS: A bill may be made & Special Order for 2 certain day and hour by e
2/3 vote, previous notice of intention having been given.

JOURNAL: A pamphlet record of each day's proceedings of the House and Senatc.
Note: Copies of the Journal of the House and Journal of the Semate, of the
printed liste of bills on General and Special Orders snd of the Celendar may

be scoured upon request in the office of the scoretary of gach houce.

Status of Certesin Lesgue Billse

S54-Hour Bill for Women (H. F. 460 - S. F, 181)
Hougse =~ in Public Welfere Committee
Senate - on General Ordere =g zmended in the Public Welfare Committee

Amendment to Minimum Yege Law ( §. F. 1044)
Senztc - in Public We lfare Committee; later will sppear on General Orders

ieing Minimum Marrisgc Age (H. F. 560 - S. F. 409)
ed the Senate 2and now on General Ordere in the House. The Senate Dbill
been subetituted for the House bill. See Scnaete File number,

Amendment Re
Page
g8

h

Amendment Defining Requircments for Merrisge Liccnsee (H. F. 561 - 8, F. 408)
House - on General Ordcre
Senste - in Public Telfsre Committee; may soon epnesr on Generzl Orders

Amendment Providing for Licensed and Recorded Marriapgee (H. F. 562 - S, F. 831)
Houee =~ oh General Ordere
Senate - in Public Welfare Committee

Amendment of 1909 snd 1913 Hour Lewe for Women (H. F. 1044 - S, F, 921)
Houee =~ on Gencrsl Ordecre
Senste - on the Calendar
Thie bill exempte canncry workers from the lawe that will be in
effeoct if the re-enactment of the 54-Hour Law (1923) faile in thie

BEESLON

Teachers' Retirement Fund (H. F. 222 - S. F. 223)
House « reported by the Bducztion Committer end re-referred to the
Appropristions Committee
Senste - in Education Committee




holding elective office in

oo ST OMEN VOTERS

epin Ave., Minneapolis, Minn.

‘Telephone: Atlantic 1171

Stawping CoMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

irs. Gerhard Dietrichson,
Protection of Women in Industry
iss Isabel Lawrence, Education

liss Florence Monahan, Legal Status of Women
irs. John M. Gaus,
Public Health and Social Hygiene

liss Alice Kercher, Law Enforcement
irs. Andreas Ueland, Advisory Legislative Counecil

1T U

Information supnlied by

= — DEPARTMENT CHAIRMEN
Auditor
frs. Richard T. Hargreaves, y
International Co-operation to Prevent War

frs. Frederick W. Wittich,
Efficiency in Government

My dear County Auditor:

A year ago the League of Women Voters gethered informstion on
women holding elective office in Minnesota. The report pre-
pared then and given widespread newspaper publicity aroused
great deal of interest in the state.

2]

We now wigh to bring the report up to date and will greatly

eppreciate your cooperation in giving us informaetion on the
following questions:

What women were €lected or re-elected to public office
in your county st the general election last fall?

What women were elected in local elections in your

county this epring (not including members of school
boards)?

We wich to report these fects at a meeting in April and sheall
therefore be greteful for & prompt response from you. I
enclose an addressed postal for your convenience in replying.

Sincerely yours,

Mrs. Charles E, Shafer, Chairman

Committee on Women in Public Office




AGENDA
STATE BOARD MERTING
April 8, 1926

Minutes
Reading of letters

Treasurer's Report
Naming of suditor

NATIONAL COUNCIL - April 26-30
Pledges
Second delegate
Action on proposed chenges in program of work

Department and standing committee recommendations
Proposals for new subject-matter

ORGANIZATION
Reports by district chairmen
Appointment to Ninth District Chairmanship
Chairmen of standing committees in local Leagues
Netionsl League Orgeanization Bulletin
YOUNG
Duluth College League - Mrs. Spear
New Voters News
LEGISLATION
Status of bills - Mrs. Wesks
Decision on further emendment to Hour bill
Decision on bills repesling legisletion supported by the
League
Gellery watchers at state legislature
LEAGUE ACTIVITIES AFTER TH& LEGISLATURE
Wiomen in office
G.0.V. - elementary voting classes

SURVEYS AND REPORTS

surveys on Voting Habits - Miss Beggin, Mrs. Shafer

Viomen in Blective Office in Minnesota ~ Mrs. Shafer
Service of women on juries

REPORT FOR DEPARTM=NT OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION TO PREVENT WAR

OTHER BUSINESS

Mrs. Uelend Memorial Fund
Flaen for Msy Boerd Meeting




THE MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

1639 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis, Minn.

DIRECTORS

Mrs. R. M, Bennett, Minneapolis
Mrs. C. P. Noyes, St. Paul

Mrs. W. H. Thorp, Minneapolis
Mrs. W. C. Cobh, Brainerd

Mrs, R. N. Marble, Duluth

Mrs. Walter R. Ramsey, St. Paul

CoNcressioNaL District Vice-Presipents

Mrs. O. M, Botsford, Winona, First District
Mrs. Edward Ringstad, Northfield, Third District
Miss Cornelia Lusk, St. Paul, Fourth District
Mrs. S. T. McKnight, Minneapolis, Fifth District
Mrs, M. J. Dowling, Olivia, Seventh District
Mrs. George H. Spear, Duluth, Eighth District
Mrs. J. Pierce Wolfe, Moorhead, Ninth District

Dear Board Member:

Telephone: Atlantic 1171
OFFICERS
President

te M. Wells
e-President

Mrs. Frederick W. Wittich
Second Vice-President
Mrs. A. J. McGuire
Third Vice-President

Mrs. Sumner T. McKnight

Secretary
Mrs. Woodward Colby

Treasurer
Mrs. Harold G. Cant

ve Secretary
Emily Child

April 28th,
1927

STANDING CoMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
Mrs. Gerhard Dietrichson,
Protection of Women in Industry
Miss Isabel Lawrence, Education
Mrs. Myra Griswold, Child Welfare
Miss Florence Monahan, Legal Status of Women
Mrs. John M. Gaus,
Public Health and Social Hygiene
Miss Alice Kercher, Law Enforcement
Miss Ms 2 Botsford, Living Costs

DEPARTMENT CHAIRMEN
Mrs. L. C. Weeks
International Co-operatidn to Prevent War
Mrs. Frederick W. Wittich,
Efficiency in Government

The state board will meet on Friday, May 13. At the
invitation of Miss Florence Monahan, the meeting will be held
in Shakopee and will convene @t the usual time, 10:30 A.M.

A bus leaves Minneapolies and St. Paul for Shakopee at

10:00 A.M., arriving an hour later.
Shakopee at 4:25 P.M.

The bue fare is 75¢.

The return bus leaves
Members of the

board who expeot to drive to Shakopee and who can take others with
them are asked to let us know so that we may make the necessary
plans. If out of town members will telephone or come to the
office between 9:00 end 9:30 A.M., we will be able to let them
know whether places in automobiles are available.

Miss Wells and Mrs, Wittich will report on the National
League Council meeting and there will be discusesion of tentative
plane for the state Convention end for activities in the state

during the coming months.

Pleage let us have as early as possible your reply as to
whether you will attend so that we mey notify Miss Monahan,

Sincerely yours,

Emidy

70

_7'

Child,

Executive Secretary




THE MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

MRS, AND LAN Heone: President /
B aiibReAs UL, Fenotany Efatio e 1639 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis, Minn.
Telephone: Atlantic 1171

DIRECTORS OFFICERS STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRMER

Benne t, Minneapolis ol President " Mrs. Ger ‘.rrslT)r\'H:lr'.'t."-:On, i
Paul Miss Marguerite Wells ction of Women in Industry
Fi;rn p Minneapalis Ti sident

Miss Isz
, Brainerd Mrs., F . Wittich Miss Florence Monahan, Legal Status of Wot

1 : , Duluth
: ) - : Mrs. John '\T Gaus
Walter R. Ramsey, St. Paul & ice-President raus, o :
r 'u eY, u NErgi - “d_”‘“ ] Health and Social Hygiene

Presiden Miss Alice' Kercher, Law Enforcement

-resiaent

- Mol n Mrs. Andreas Ueland, Advisory Legislative Counci
= 2 MceKnicht r nareas ela » Advisory Legmsiative Counci
ConGresstoNAL DisTricT Vice-PRESIDENTS . McKnight n 3 g Council

DEPARTMENT CHAIRMEN

Treasurer g
rs. Harold G. Cant Mrs, Richard T. PAVES ;
Internationa 0 uu_."ut on to Prevent War

Mrs. Frederick W. \\ ittich,
Efficiency in Government

) I lh Light ive Secretary
Dntrn Ninth r‘“‘.l. ni Chi
April 18th,

G e S

Dear Locel Leapgue Chairmen:

You will learn in the next issue of the Voter about the
proposed fund for the esteablishment of two suiteble permanent
memoriale to Mrs. Ueland - one a tablet in our State Capitol, the
other a fellowship open to & woman graduate of the State University.
Although the members of your League may all have contributed to the
fund individually, it is the opinion of the State Board that the
local League may wish to make sn offieisl contridbution in addition.

If your League wighes to make such 2 contribution I sug-
gest that vou do so through headquarters o that we may have a
record., Checks may be made paveble to Mre. A. E. Zonne, or to the
state League. The Voter will carry a list of the Leagues making
such oontributions but not of the =mount contribtuted. The follow-
ing Leagues have already contributed in advance of the establishment

of a fund: St—Peul—Mimnessclie, Duluth, St. Cloud and Brainerd,

Several Leagues have expressed to the Board and officers
of the stete Leapue their sympathy in the irreparable loss we have
gll sustained. You must know that we appreciate your sympathy and
that in our turn we sympathize with you in the loss of 2 leader
whose place will never be filled and who has been for so many years
not only a leader, but 2 beloved companion.

Very sincerely yours,
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LEGISLATIVE BULLETIN

The legislature has now i geion almost 70 of the S0 days sllotted to the
segeion. It ies expected to o about Anrll 21 so thet there are less than three
crowded veeks in vhich to diepose of the hundreds of bille etill aweiting action.
Two sessions 2 day instead of one, in the Senate, and evening sessions in the
House have slready been planned as an adiustment to the pressure of unfinished
business,

The story of the Leapgue's bille in the legislﬂ+ure, gterted in the February issue
of the Minneszote Women Voter, is continued he to s#ive Leasgue membere up-to-date
information in order thet they may, if DOSElblt, vieit the legislature during these
three final weeke and give the representatives of the etate League 2t the Capitol
the assureance of their support and sesistance in following the discusesion on the

measures that meke up our program.

Explanstion of Terms

GENFRAL ORDERS: List of bille reported favorably from standing committees and
awaiting discuscion in Committee of the Whole.

CALENDAR:; Bille thet have been di gsed in Committee of the Whole and recom-
mended for psssage gre pl d on the Calendar of the dey, for
finel action, & roll-call te being required. By unanimoue con-
gsent, under c““pEH sion of rules, 2 bill may be placed on the
Calendar without following the usuzl procedure.

SPECTAL ORDERS: A bill mey be made 2 Special Order for & certain dey and hour by =2
2/3 vote, previous notice of intention having been given.

’

Re-enactment of 54-Hour Law for Employed Women (H.

Thie bill is being watched with sreat concern by Lesgue reprecen ives since it
is hoped that it mey pass the £ in time for action by the House Tte
failure to peee will mean that lewe deting from 1909 snd 1913, governing hours of
vork for women, will 2gein become operstives The particulsr disedvantages of
these laws are that they provide different regulations for different groups of
women in industry, thus presenting difficult enforcement problems; and that they
are not state-wide in their szpplies tion, thus excluding zome of the women who are

most in need of protection. (See 5ttached sheet with typical letteres.)

The first heated debate in the Senste this sescion came when the bill wee dis-
cueeed in Committee of the Whole, on Februery 16, with action to re-refer it to
the Pyblic Welfere Committee for considerstion of 2n undesirzble 2mendment to
restrict ite operstion to cities of the first =nd second class. (See Februsry
Voter article.) The committee reported the bill beck on Mareh 18, without thise
emendment but with one changing the C?E:Pflﬁﬂ for telephone opers for The bill
then went on Genersl Orders where it is now sveiting further action. 1t e eX-
pected thet further smendments will be proposed when it ie 2g2in considered in
the Senate. Friends of the bill hope thet such amendments may not render it
wholly valueless 2nd thet the amended bill mey resch the House in time to be sub-
stituted for the House bill (still in committee there) =nd passed by the House
before the end of the secseion,

Amendment to Minimum Wege Lew (S. F. 1044)

measure by which it is hoped to provide the same protection for girle
ve under the provicione of the l2w 2pplying to "minors", now that the
no longer operstive for 2dult women. The previous vote on the zmendment

when it pasced the House and failed of pessape by two votes in the Senste, is
given in the Februsry Voter. On March 22, Senztor Sherman Child introduced 2 new
bill to e2cocomplish the same chenge in the 1sw. The Sencte Public Welfare Commit-
tee reported the bill on March 30 with 2 recommendation that it be placed imme=-
distely on the Calendar vhere it is now awaiting = fin2l vote, If passed by the
Senaste, it must go to the House for re-passapge there gince setion by the House
on the original bill doee not 2pply to the bill now on the Senate czlendsr.
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Amendmernt Roieing Minimum Merrioge Age to 16 Yecre (H, F. 560 - S« F, 409)

Paeced the Senate on Mireh 9 by 2 vote of 49-1, Mr., McCubrey voting in the nega-
tive, The Sen~te bill hos nom been substituted for the House bill on General
Orders here it ie avaiting 2ction by Committee of the Whole previous to the

finzl vote. An emendment to the bill wee attached in the Sencte, upon recommenda-
tion of the committee, to provide that ¢ license mey be granted to a female

"of the full =ge of 15 yezre" if the =pplicntion for & license is spproved by the
juvenile court judge of the county of her residence.

Amendment Defining Requirements for Morrisge Licenses (H. F., 561 - S+ F. 408)

Thie bill hoe been reported fovorebly by the Public Welfare Committee of the House,
Mre, Jomes Pnige chairmen, and is on Genersl Orders, It ie swaiting discussion in
the Public Welfare Committee of the Senste, Mr. Edwin L. Meclesn, chairmen. Active
oppogition to the bill comes from the county clerks =2nd the court commissioners in
the etate, both of vhich groups have o "pocket interest" in ites defent. The fact
thet Wisconsin elready hae the 5-day waiting period in its law hes resulted in
recidents of Wisoonsin crossing the line into Minnesots to secure merriage

licences in our state vhere there ies no such check on hasty merriage. This has
brought 2n income from sdditionz2l fees to marrisge license clerks in thies state who
are lonthe to yield the adventage even in the interest of better legislation, This
particular situation pointe to the desirability of having such officers on 2n
adequate gelary besis with all feee pzid into the public treacsury.

Amendment Providing for Licensed 2nd Recorded Marrisges (H. F. 562 - S, F, 831)

The =zituation of this bill, effecting the status of common-law marriages, is
identical with that of the preceding bill. The opposition to the bill in the
legicelature comee chiefly from lawyers who wiegh to preserve the possibility of de-
fending the rights of the exceptionzl woman whose case is brought to the attention
of gn attorney with the possibility of ececuring court ection in her favor. This
professional group overlooks the meny women whose cmces do not come to the atten-
tion of an attorney and who are victims of the eituation resulting from the recog-
nition of common-law marrisgee in this estate. A statement ie sttached with data
on sctual cases that are on record.

Teacher Tenure Bill

This bill pasced the House on February 25 by a vote of 90 ~ 35, It was amended and
passed by the Senste on March 9, by a vote of 37 - 11, the House concurring in the
Senate amendmente on March 10, The bill was signed by the governor on March 14

and thues became 2 law, A full report of the votes on the bill in the House and
Senate and the detail of the amendments attached will be given in the Legislative
Supplement to the Women Voter publiched early in May.

Amendment to Encourage Longer School Term (H, F. 235 - S. F. 202)

This bill was reported by the Howse Educstion Committee on March 17 with & recom-
mendation that the bill be indefinitely postponed., The bill waes thus killed in
comnittee in the House and is still in the Senzte Bducstion Committee from which
it will probebly not be reported.

Other Leapue Billse

There has been no change in the situation of other messures upon our program since
the report in the Februsry Voter.
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WHY ONLY LICENSED AND RECORDED MARRIAGES SHOULD BE VALID

Note: The following brief summery of actuel ceses from the files of 2 Minneapo-
lis social apency indicates the need of the emendment to our Minnesota merriage
leaw propoced in the precent legiclature. (H. F. £62 - S. F. 871). The caces
cited illustrete the uncertziniy of the relationship and therefore its leck of
protection of the women and c¢hildren involved, vell as showing the injuestice
that often results to the lepzlly married wife and to the children of that
marriage. See mimeoprsphed statement “"Changee in Our Marriage Law", dated
January 1927 and available at estate League headquarters.

TVPLCPI Cases
(1) A man had lived with a women of bad repute and established common-law
marrisge, He later tirﬂd of the woman and left her, not considering common-law
marrisce to such & voman btinding., After he had been separated from her for some
vears he entered into g ceremonial merriage; he had § children by this merriage
and gathered together quite 2 comfortable fortune; thie vwife knew nothing about
his common-law wife. The man died 2nd the common-law wife l2id claim to the
wife's ehare of his possessions and got it.

(2) A men end womsn were merriecd legally and hed one child., Husband degerted
end wife never bothercd to divorece him, Later cshe became interested in
anothcr man end justified herself for living with him by c2lling him her
common-12w husbend; she hed 2 children by him. Of course ghe vas not eligible
for any marriage, not having been divorced, but hundreds of ignorent people
justify thth€1VLS in this wey to their neighbors - by claiming common-law
marrispge,

(3) A mon legelly married hed 2 children. He became interested in 2 woman in
gnother torn =nd wished to merry her; he tried to pet = divorce but failed. He
did not want to tell her he vas married =nd could not get e divorge =o told her
he did not believe in = merrispge =& binding 28 2 legz)l merrisge 2nd persuaded
her to enter into @ common-law merriage 2lthough he w2e not eligible to marry
under common-law. Thev had several childrer The men died 2nd the wife could
inherit nothing 2e it developed thet the m peg still merried to bis firet
wife and the common-=le2w sgrecement therefore =« not binding.

(4) A men had 2 wife and child living outeside the city. He met =2 women in
vhom he begzme violently interested. He sugrested 2 common-12aw merrizge; mede
over hie insurance %o her, introduced her =2 his wife. He wes killed within 2
dey or so in & strect eccident. Before his legzl vife learned of the accident
the common-law wife hzd colleoted hie insurence.

(6) A couple living together cleimed they were married but =dmitted that

thie wae not so when proof of the merrisge was sgked. The father vas very
brutzl to the mother and children. She cleimed thet the man wae her common-
lew husband but he, heving tired of the woman, claimed thet it wee 2n illiecit
reletionship, It wae never nossible to prove the execot stotus of this case 2nd
thue to settle whether the children were legitimste or not,

(6) Huebend dl“u and vife entered common~law relationship with enother men.
Child was born a2nd mother insisted no cerrwoﬂv vwee necessery becsuse "common
lew" would "hgld”. The men died 1 eving ineurence vhich could not be collected
because the child v2e held to be illegitimmte,




AGEDNDA
STATE BOARD MEETING
Mey 13, 1927
Minutees
Treasurer's Report
Advertiszing in the Woman Voter
ORGANIZATION
Report of Field Secretary
Reports by District Chairmen
Young Voters
GENERAL COUNCIL MEETING
Committee of Nine Report - Mrs. Wittich
Discusgsion Method = Mrs. Spear
Federal Legislstion for state League support
Sheppard-Towner

Muegcle Shozle

STATE LEAGUE ACTIVITIES

Final report on legicslature with recommendations - Mre. Weeaks

Voting Surveys

Summer study groups on international affaire
Speakers available (Professor Oufgley, Mrs. Marcley)

Follow-up of Jury Service Questionneire
STATE CONVENTION
Decision ag to dates
Invitetion from Minneapolis League
Communicztione from University
Program
OTHER BUSINESS

Reading of Communicetions

Redio Program

Invitation of Duluth Ieague for June
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ROQUND RORIN
No. 25 Fifth Region, National League of Women Voters May 25,

The Fifth Region was represented at the National League of Women Voters' General
Council Meeting in Weschington April 26th to 30th by all five of the state presi-
dents* Mrs. J. E. Patton of Montana; Miss Helen Davies of North Dakota; Miss
Marguerite M. Wells of Minnesota; Mrs. E. W, Feige of South Dakota; and Mrs,
Clarence Knutson of Igwra, As Miss Wells is also regional director, Mrs. F. W.
Pittich of Minnesota acted as her proxy. Both South Dakota and Minnesota had two

legatesr Miss Dorothy Rehfeld, state chairman of Legal Status of Women, was the
sacond delegate from South Dakota and Mrs. George H. Spear, member of the board of
directors, was the second delegate from Minnesosta, Mrs. John R. Parkes, regional
seoretary, also attended, Present at the regional dinner in addition, were Miss
Catherine McReynolds, formerly of Montana, and Miss Gladys Harrison, formerly of
Minnesota, both members of the national staff,

MONTANA at the Council, by Mrs. Patton - The pride of the General Council was made
monifest on numerous occasions as they called for Montana's story of the ratifica-
tion., It was a preat satisfaction to the state president and to the state League to
be represented in the General Council and receive this distinction and honor,
Montana being the only state to ratify in 1927,

A novel feature of the Council was the presentation of discussion methods preceded
by visits to departments and bureaus of the United States government.

SOUTH DAKOTA at the Council, by Mrs. Feige - The open discussion on birth and

growth of new Leagues resulted in the appointment of & committee to outline a method
of procedure for state Leagues to follow in organization work which was presented to
the Council. The report was enthusiastically received. A copy may be secured at
national headauarters. WMrs. Feige of Huron was chairman and Mrs. Caspar Whitney of
New York was the other acting member of the committee.

The Counecil was a great success - personal contact, free discussion, and not least
by any means, Washington, our capital city, offers the proper setting and back-
ground for renewed consecration to country and stimulated us to greater activities
than we have yet undertaken.

NORTH DAKOTA at the Council, by Miss Davies - The luncheon held at the Congressional
Country Club, Friday noon, will be of great interest to every League in the Fifth
Regional District,

During the lunch hour recent accomplis hments of the state branches of the National
League of Momen Voters were reported by Mrs. Whitney, presiding officer. Miss
Marguerite Wells representing Minnesota and Miss Helen Davies, North Dakota, were
called to stand because these were two of the very short list of states which had
met their full quota to the National League. A conspicuous feature of this
luncheon was a little skit which was put on by the entire Fifth region, "What Every
League Should Know". It is a clever little production representing a“small league
in session. It vas regeived vith great enthusiassm.

MINNESOTA at the Council, by Miss "ells - Minnesota was represented by three

members on the important "Committee of Nine": Mrs. ™Mittich as member of the Council,
Miss Gladys Harrison, as member of the national staff, Miss Wells as member of the
national board. This committee recommended to the Council a Program of Work "in
relation to the political events of 1528" and also presented for the acceptance of
the Council a letter which was taken by them to the President of the United States

as the last event of the Council at noon April 30, and which assured the President

of the League's interest in inereasing the responsibility of American women toward
government .

One recommendation of the Committee of Nine was "the value of directed experimen
in studies of voting hebits" . Amone the faw such s reported to the

were four made in small tovne in Minpesota under the directior of Mr=s ., Wi

Miss Margaret Beggin.

IOWA at the Council - Mrs. Knutson
mention the applause at the Congr:
officer told of what the Iowa Leagyo
women finally pained the right to se

1639 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis Marguerite M. Wells, Regional Director
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June lst,
1 9 27T

Dear Board Member:

The June meeting of the state board will be held in Dyluth,
invitation of the Dyluth League, on the regular day, Friday,
June 10. 'The meeting will open promptly at 10:00 A.M.

at the

Miss Wells hopes that members of the board will make a special
effort to attend since it is difficult to meke a success of the
plen of holding boasrd meetings at various points in the state out-
side the Twin Cities without support from board members through
attendance.

Reports from those who have driven between Duluth snd the Twin
Cities over the lest week-end indicete roads in excellent condition,
in spite of the rcecent rains. Further reports will be obtained by
this office before the day of the board meeting and will be availa-
ble to any member of the board who would like to consider the possi-
bility of meking the trip by automobile.

The train journcy (fare $5.40 each way) can be made by an 11:30 P.M.
Northern Pascific train Thursday, arriving in Duluth at 7 o'clock
Fridey morning, and a roturn train at 5:00 P,M. the same day
arriving in St. Paul at 9;00 P.M. and Minneapolis 2% 9:30 P .M.

The bus trip takes 5% hours (farc $8.00 for the round trip). It
wauld be necessary to make the bus trip Thursday and stay overnight
in Duluth to hc there for the morning session of the board mceting.

Please let us know as soon as possible whether you will go to
Duluth in order that we may make the necessary plans,

Sincerely ypgif,

Emily Child,
Executive Secretary




PROF, WILLIAM ANDERSON
MR. W. C. BATDORF

MR. JAMES F. BELL

MRS. RUSSELL M. BE

MRS. CHARLES C. BOVEY

DR. RUTH E. BOYNTON

MR. AND MRS {THUR BRIN
MRS. JANE H. BURR

MRS. RUTH HAYNES CARPENTER
MRS. S. R. CHILD

SENATOR SHERMAN CHILD
MRS, THEODORE CHRISTIANSON
MONSIGNOR J. M. CLEARY
DR. AND MRS, L. D. COFFMAN
MISS GRATIA COUNTRYMAN
DR. AND MRS. D. J. COWLING
MISS CAROLINE M. CR

MRS. WILBUR F. DEC

DR. H. P. DEWEY

MRS. M. J. DOWLING

DR. FREDERICK M, ELIOT

MRS. MYRA GRISWOLD
MRS. JOHN M. GUISE
MR. E. G. HALL
JUDGE CHARLES F, HALL
MR. HORACE M. HILL
HON. CLIFFORD L. HILTON
DR. ETHEL E. HURD
MRS, ANSON B. JACKSON
MRS. LUTH JAEGER
MRS. DAVID P. JONES
MRS. HANNAH J. KEMPFER
MISS ALICE L. KERCHER
MRS, H. D. KILGORE
MISS ISABEL LAWRENCE
MRS. BERTHA DAHL I
MR. GEORGE W, LAWS
HON. JOHN LIND
MRS, CLARKSON LINDLEY
MRS. E. H. LOYHED
MISS CORNELIA LUSK
DR. J. D. LY
MRS. NATHANIEL McCARTHY
MISS HOPE McDONALD
MRS. SUMNER T. McKNIGHT
ER J. MARCLEY
.. MATTSON
D MRS. CHARLES H. MAYO
AND MRS, J, F. D. MEIGHEN |
MISS NELLIE MERR]ILL

MRS. UELAND MEMORIAL FUND COMMITTEE
MRS. A. E. ZONNE, TREASURER
910 MOUNT CURVE AVENUE - MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA

Dear Friend:

We have thought of you as one of those
who would wish to be offered an opportunity %o
contribute to a fund now being raised for the
cstablishment of two permanent memorials to Mrs.
Ueland.

One of the contemplated memorials is a
college fellowship in government. The other is a
bronze tablet at the State Capitol. Both these
memorials fittingly express the honor in which
Mrs. Ueland's memory is held by this generation
and both would serve to inspire future generations

It is thought that both forms of
memorial may be secured for a sum of $25,000. For
that sum the proposed fellowship may be large
enough to permit a young woman, not otherwise
financially able, to give a year of study to pro-
blems of government and the proposed tablet might
be so real a work of art that art lovers would
make special visits to the Capitol te see it. A
lover of the beautiful herself, end & lover of
humanity, Mrs. Ueland would be fittingly honored
by such memorisls as these.

Please do not expect & personal call
but respond by mail if you wish to have a part in
these memorisls. To secure them there must be a
good many gifts of $100 or more, but we hope
there will be many small gifts of five dollars
and less so that all those who loved and honored
Mrs. Ueland may have their part in a permanent
memorial. This letter goes to friends from whom
both lsrge and small gifts may be expected. Will
you send any contribution you wish to make, to
the above address?

Very sincerely yours,

Os’i‘}-pm

MR. AND MRS. LEOPOLD METZGER
MR. ]. E. MEYERS
RABBI ALBERT G, MINDA
FLORENCE MONAHAN
MRS. D. L. MORSE
MRS. R. D. MUSSER
MR. AND MRS. B. F. NELSON
HON. W. 1. NOLAN
MR. W. I. NORTON
MRS, C. P. NOYES
MRS. JOAN D. O'BRIEN
MRS. W. ]. O'TOOLE
S PAIGE ;
ORGE H. PARTRIDGE
UTH S. PHELPS
MR. ALFRED F, PILLSBURY
MRS. CHARLES S, PILLSBURY
MR. RUSSELL A, PLIMPTON
MRS. ALDEN H. POTTER
DR. AND MRS. C. A. PROSSER
MR. E. A. PURDY
MISS ELIZABETH QUINLAN
MRS. W. W. REMINGTON
INABELLE ROSS
D MRS. H. W. RUBINS
MR. OLE O. SAGENG
MRS. CARLYLE M. SCOTT
MRS. A. L. SEARLE

+MR. B. B. SHEFFIELD

MRS. DAVID F. SIMPSON

MR. AND MRS. F. B. SNYDER
MRS. J. E. SPENCER

MRS, C. M. STOCKTON

MR. AND MRS. A, W. STRONG
MR. C. J. SWE

MR. DAVID F. SW N
MRS. HAROLD G. TAYLOR
MRS. WALTER H. THORP
DR. AND MRS. HE!

JUDGE EDWARD F. WAITE

MRS. CHARL

MR.T.F. W

MRS. F. M. W

MR. AND MRS, J. L. WASHEURN
MR, W, F. WEBSTER

MR. E. P. WELLS

MR. F. B. WELLS

MISS MARGUERITE M. WELLS
MR. W. L, WEST

MRS, EDWIN WHITE

MRS, H. B. WIESNER

MRS. W. O. WINSTON

MRS, F. W. WITTICH

MR. AND MRS, THEODORE WOLD
MR. AND MRS, A. E. ZONNE

I

Mrs. A. E. Zonn
Treasurer
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June 3rd,
Y927

Dear Local League Chairman:

The Executive Committee has instructed me to write to ask for your active
cooperation as well as your advice on the subject of another state Institute
of Govermment and Politics to be put on for League members by the state
University. As you perhaps know, the University has held one of these Insti-
tutes every other year since enfranchisement. They have been of truly
remarkable character and those who have attended them are unanimous in their
expression of enthusiastic satisfaction,

We are very much troubled, however, by the fact that so unusual an opportuni-
ty is not taken advantage of hy a greater number of women. There could be at
least twice as many in attendance and perhaps three or four times as many for
the same smount of effort. We wish, therefore, to consult you asking, in the
first place, whether there are any changes as to treatment or scope or
arrangement by which you think a greater number would attend. We wish to ask
you in the second place to cooperate with us in finding ways of securing a
greater attendance.

I think at once of two things that you might do.

1) Bring before every member of your League the facts and dates about
the coming Institute. Ask every member to reserve that time om her
calendar, planning to make no other appointments and to attend unless
some thing unforeseen happens.

2) Make up & small list of women in or near your community who you
think would enjoy this Institute a nd profit by it. Send the list to
us so that we may ask the University to write these women direct
inviting them to the Institute.

The simple fact is that if such Institutes a s these had never been arranged
for , we would be inclined to think it an ideal too good to be true. A%t these
Institutes we select some burning political question of the day about which
everyone needs a background of understanding. Prominent members of the
exocellent state University faculty in government and history then proceed %o
present these subjects from a scholarly and detached point of view. The
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entire course is so arranged that in three or four days women mey get what,
without this arrangement, they might seek in vain throughout a ysar of ex-
tension courses or lectures to find.

The Institute, as you perhaps have already seen, is to be held October 4-8
in Minneapolis.

This is the first and most important item upon which I wish to address you
today. The second item, which is also important, is as follows.

MATERIAL FOR SUMMER STUDY GROUPS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS; The state
board has asked Mrs. Weeks, our chairmen of International Cooperation %o
Prevent War, to prepare a brief summary of the facts on each subject of
current interest in this country's foreign policy. We hope that local
Leagues may wish to plen for informal porch discussion groups this summer
as a pleasant way of becoming informed on the subjects that occupy a chief
place in our newspaper publicity today. Material on China, Mexico,
Njcaragua and on international disarmament conferences %ill be mimeographed
during June snd sent to you. Mrs. Weeks expects to prepare a set of "Ask
Me Another" questiohs to accompany the materiasl, with suggestions for a
Wgpell-down" that has proved vastly entertaining wherever it has been useds

Mey we hope bo receive very soon the 1ist of women who should be written to
about the Institute?

Sincerely yours,

Viguauend T 0L

Marguerite M. Wells,
President
MV ms
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MINUTES
STATE BOARD MEBTING
May 13th, 1927

The regulsr meeting of the state board of the Minnesota League of Women Voters we:
held at the State Reformatory for Wiomen in Shakopee at the invitation of Miss
Monshan, superintendent, on Fridey, May 13, 1927. %he meeting was called to

order at 10:35 A.M., Mrs. Wittich presiding in the absence of Miss Wells.

The following members of the state board were present: Mrs. Wittich, Mrs. Weeks,
Mrs. Gaus, Mrs. Spear, Mrs, Ringstad, Miss Monahan, Mrs. Dowling, Mrs. Marble,

Mrs. Cant, snd Mrs. Colby. Miss Child and Miss Beggin were also present, Guests
in attendance were Mrs. Gage, chairman of the Olivia League, Mrs. Colton of Duluth.
Mrs, Quint of Minneapolis and Mrs. Henry Smith of St. Paul. Mrs. Schroeder, Mrs.
Beppel, Mrs. Duffy end Mrs. Pass of the Shakopee League attended the afternoon
segsion.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and aporoved.

Treasurer's Report

Mrs. Cant reported a balance of $1059.09 April 1, Receipts during the month
totaled $1286.89 of which $786.58 was in local League quotas. Expenditures
totaled $1043.60, leaving a balance of $1302.38 May 1.

Mrs. Cant reported the number of local Leagues paying quotas in full. She then
read bills payable May 1 smounting to $635. 1IT WAS VOTED, on motion of Mrs. Spesar,
second of Mrs. Dowling, that the treasurer's report be accepted and the bills
allowed.

Woman Voter Advertising

Miss Child reported that the Minneapolis League has agreed to solicit advertising
from candidates for city office in the June election, under an agreement for
shering the profits with the stete L=ague.

Organization

Miss Beggin reported visits to Eilk River, Columbia Heights and Northfield.

Mrs. Ringstad reported for the THIRD DISTRICT a most successful luncheon mecting
in Northfield, at the home of the chairman, Mrs. Fairbank. A sucocessful member -
ship drive was also mentioned as evidence of the activity of the Northfield Loague.

In Miss Lusk's absence Mrs. Colby reported for the FOURTH DISTRICT on the two
outstanding events of April and May: the rummage sale in Aoril resulting in a
haendsome profit, end the Annusl Meeting, May 6, at the Minnesota Club.

Mrs. Quint reported for the FIFTH DISTRIT thet the chairmen of all standing com-~
mittees had met in two all-day board meetings to give reports and talk policies.
She reported two successful lectures on China by Dr. Bryn-dJones and Professor
Ouigley, end also an interesting round teble discussion group following the Foreign

Policy Association dinners.

Mrs. Dowling reported for the SEVENTH DISTRICT on the special piocce cf work done by
the Olivia Lesgue on the rural vobting habits survey.

Mrs. Spear reported for the E}UHETH DISTRICT that the annual meeting in Duluth in
April was most successful. She reported thc new Nashwauk Leaguc as flourishing.
The teachers collcge Leegue has had two rcoent meetings with state legislation and
the Child Lsbor Amendmont ss subjects of talks. Mrs. Marble added to the report e:
interesting description of the annual dinner given for the graduates of the
Americanization Schools in which the League participates. Mrs. Colton added a worc
sbout the committees to observe city departments in Duluth where delegetions under
Mrs. Marble make their interest end influence felt by regular visits.

General Council Meeting

Mrs. Wittich reviewed the Committee of Nine Report. The purpose of this committee
waes to drew up a scries of recommendations to be stressed by the League in its
activities preceding the 1528 campaign. The recommendatlons include ballot
marking classcs, politicel cslendars, candidates! meectings, informetion oovoths,
participetion in primary conventiocns, campaigns for women on juries and the con-




tipusnde of veting syrveys.

Mrs. Srear summerized the discussion mcthod as nresentcd to the Council by
Harris~n BElliott of Celumbie University. Prectical oapnliention wes mede of his
methnd et the Council by assigning to scveral groups visits to the different
departments of government &c supply subject matter for discussion.

Mrs. wittich seid thet two impressive focts were npperent at the Council meeting:

I:. Growth of the Lecgue,
301 of 433 Congressionel districts heve Leogues
19 city Lecgues of 1000 or more members
16 city Leogues of 500 or more members
28 strte League headquerters
46 local Lesgue headquerters
8l college Leagues

II. The crreful procedure in tuking on new tasks.

Surveys were csked forrreceding all proposed new work and in some cases surveys
were reenmmended;somong them surveys of Viomen in Public Office, Women on Juries,
liomen in the Perties. A committee was sprointed to determine whether or not the

18th Amendment and the Vnlstesd Act ought to be added to the study program.

Federol Legislotion for State Sunoport

Mrs. Wittich rerorted thet the new items of federal legisletion recommerded for
stcte sup-ort were the Shepnerd-Towner Act end Muscle Shorls. In bthe first it is

& question of further federal grants for infancy and moaternity work or of the
whole program being carried by the stote. There ere therefore two rossible ways to
proceed: to work for a new federal mecsure or to work for double the present

state appropriaticn. In the second mntter she reminded us thet the League's stand
is for government operation of Muscle Shoels.

Final Report on State Legislation

Mrs. Weeks spoke of the passage of the Teacher Tenure bill., She reed o letter
from Mr. George Rief of the M.E,A, commending the League on its work for the
Tecohers' Retirement Fuynd Bill.

She recemmended thet the brard send a copy of the current issue of the Voter witk
the srticle by Miss Wells »n thc legisleture tn each represcntative and senatbor
in the stote. The bocrd by consent anproved this recommendntion.

In conneetion with rorertirz the failure of the b4-Hour Bill she spuke of & two-
year survey of women in industry conducted in New Yeork which led &0 passing e bill
for an 8-hour dey c¢nd a 48-hcur week.

Miss Manshen regstnted % Mrs. T/ittich's request, the plan worked out in Illinois
where under the susnices of the loaling women's rrgenizations, o group of speakers
carriel a Legislative Forum to the leadi ng centers of populetion to extend infore
metion on legisletive messures supported by women's grounse.

V(‘ting sSurveys

Mrs. Wittich said thot certain general conclusions were grrived et 2c ¢ result of
voting surveys reported et the General Council, such as the frllacy cf using one
election where nniy 50% of voters are rerresented ns o basis for srudy, that =
presidentisl election is net as indiecative of interest ns some others, thet e big
primery vote occurs in stetes with s dominant perty vote, thrt there are some
gerious hsndicers put on voters in certain states, such ss long residence require-
ments , noll toxes, lock of uniformity in registration and in requirements for
absentee voting,




The Minnesotn Surveys

Miss Beggin, who mede the surveys with the eid of locnl Lesgue wamen in four
Minnesotn towns, reported that a period of 2 1/4 years was covered, involving

2 locol elections, 2 general elections, end 2 primaries. Generalizations were
thot men vote more then women; heods af fomilies come first; grown-up 30nNs,
second; daughtcrs, third; end mothers, last. 13% of the registered voters voted
in 511 six elections in the period of the survey, cnd 28 high es 90% voted in
one or more of the six elections. 0livie held the best record.

Sunmer Study Groups

Mrs, Weeks gove a bricf summery cof the inteornstional situation before presenting
the plan of summer study grours. Meterial will be prepared on outstanding sub-
jects in the program of her department for the use of loeal study grouvs.

Stote Convention snd Institute

Miss Child reported that President 0o ffmen has agreed to University cooperation
in an Institute next fall, October 4-8, and has appointed s committee to
represent the University, His letter was read by Mrs, Colby.

Mrs . Quint, vice-president of the Minneapolis Leagne, extended %o the board the
invitation of the city League to hold the meeting in Minneapolis. IT WAS VOTED on
motion of Mrs. Dowling, second of Mrs. Marble, to accept the invitation of the
Minnespolis Lea@ e.
The meeting adjovurned at 4:00 P.M.

Respeotfully submitted,

Ruth Gege Colby, Secretary




MINUTES
STATE BOARD MEETING

June 10, 1927
The regulaer meeting of the state board of the Minnesota League of Women Voters
was hell at state headquerters on Friday, June 10, 1927. The meeting was called
to order at 10:40 ea.m., Miss Wells presiding,
There were present Miss Wells, Mrs. Wittich, Mrs. McKnight, Mrs. Cant, Mrs.
Remsey, Mrs. Bemmett, Miss Kercher , Miss Lusk, Miss Lawrence, Miss Beggin and
Miss Child.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read by the secretary and approved.

Treasurer 's Report

Mrs. Cant reported totsl receipts for May of $1951.31 end total expenses of
$888.27, leaving a balance June 1 of $1063.05 with bills payable amounting te
$613.83. In sddition to regular monthly installments of the year 's quota from
the Leagues in Minneapolis, St. Paul and Duluth; e quota payment in full ($7.00)
wes received during Moy from the LeRoy League. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs.
Wittich, second of Miss Lusk, that the treasurer's report be accepted and the
bills allowed.

Mrs. Cent read a letter from Miss Ludington expressing her appreciation of the

reguler monthly installments of the Nationel League quota received from the
Minnesote Lesgue during the past fiscal yesr.

The Woman Voter

Miss Child reported that the state Leesgue will receive from the Minneapolis
League $93.75 as its share of the proceeds of candidetes' ads in the Msy issue
of the Voter. This will cover the major part of the expense of publishing the
May number,

Organization

Miss Beggin reported visits to Chasks, Norwood and Faribault in the THIRD
DISTRICT, and to Kenyon snd Farmington wherc new chairmen and beard mcambers vwore
seoured for these Leagues that have been inasctive during the past year. Miss
Beggin recommended that the board take action to remove Cheska from our moiling
1ist of local Leegues since there is no immedicte prospect of roviving organiza-
tion there. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Bennett, second of Miss Lusk, teo
approve the recommendation, and renove Chaska from the mailing list.

Mrs. Viittich reported upon her trip to Monticelle on June 8, T&
where she sncke on the General Council mecting. Miss Beggin re
Wayzate in the seme district.

NTh DISTRICT,
ported a visit to

Miss Lusk rcported for the FOURTH DISTRICT that the League in St. Paul is pre-
pering for a cempeign for a city menager chaerter in the fall. Tt is planned %o
scoure vice-chairmen in ell the wards who, with the cheirman, will be asked to
attend board me~tings end thus keep in close touch with the work of the League.

Mrs. McKnight reported for the FIFTH DISTRICT that the Minnsapolis League has
planned » contest during the summer months with prizes to the wards ir. which
one or more new memberg are secured in every precinct. She also reported a
meeting at her cabin of members of the nine Lesgue study groups with 42 women
present snd & disoussion led by Mrs. Wittich on the question, "Does the League
Fill e Necessery Plece in Our Fresent Political Life?", the discussion being
planned according to the method cexpleined by Herrison Elliott ot the National
Leogue Gouncil. Mrs. McKnight reported thet the shere of the Minnespolis

Lesgue in receipts from the candidates' eds in the May Voter smounted to $120.25,

Summer Activities

The suggestion of the Nationel Leesgue thet ench stote League make & special study
of Shepperd-Towner work wes reported by Mrs. Wittich who called attention %o the
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importance of bringing home to women throughout the state in this wey tho value
of the work in each communityi She mentioned the fact thet & research study of
the results of the work uyhder the Sheppard-Towner Act is to be made by the
Laurs Spellmen Rockefelletr Fouhdation. #he ourpose of the League study will be
to mobilizc legislctive support for state and federal appropriations if these
are to be continued. Mrs. Wittich reported a conference already arranged with
Dr. Boynton of the Division cf Child Hygiene, State Beard of Health, znd League
represcntatives to plon for the questirns that are to be sent out to local
Leagues in the nerr future,

Miss Child reported thet the plen for prepsrestion of materiel on foreign affairs
for the use of summer study groups is still incomplc te. Mrs. Hargreaves has
been osked to prepere certain subjects, supplementing statements that cre being
prepared by Mrs. Weeks and Mrs. McGuire. Nn reply has crme from Mrs. Hergreaves
as yet.

Receipt of a questionnsire on Jury Scrvice from the Netional League was reported
by Miss Child. The Executive Committee discussed the advisebility »f further
work on this question in the state ot present and agreed that the presidents of
the Leagues in Minnecpolis, St. Paul and Duluth be asked %o request the chairman
of the Committce on Leogel Status of Women to pursue the inquiry in her own
county and report upon it cerly in the fall.

State Convention

Miss Wells reported the recommendation of the Executive Committee that the follow-
ing committe e represent the League in ceting jointly with the committee

appointed by the University for the Institute of Government and Polities %o be
held in conjunction with the state Convention: Miss Lusk, chairman; Mrs. wittich,
Miss Wells, Mrs. McGuire, Mrs. Geus, and Mrs. Frank Lynam. IT WAS VOTED on

motion of Mrs. Remsey, second of Mrs. Cant, to aporove the committee as named.

A letter has already gone out to local Leagues informing them of the plan for
the Institute, October 4~-8 and asking cooperation in securing attendance.

Other Business

Miss Wells colled the attention of the board teo new nublienrtinns reccived from
the National League during recent months es follows:

Speciel Legislation for Women in
Industry, by J. M. Hicks. 5 cents per copy

Domestic Electric Power Raotes - A
Nuestionnaire. 3 cents per copy

The Hazard of the Child 5 cents per copy

Proceedings of the General Council,
1927 15 cents per copy

Progrem of Work, Revised 1927
The League Todey, by Miss Sherwin
5 cents per copy
The meeting adjourned on motion at 12:49 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Ruth Gage Colby, Seorctary
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SUGGESTIONS FOR USE OF STUDY MATERIAL

Department of International Cooperation to Prevent War
Minnes ota League of Women Voters

June 1927

The attached twenty questions and answers on "Disarmament by Inter-
national Agreement" were prepared by Mrs. L. C. Weeks, chairmen of the
Department of International Coopcration to Prevent War, to give briefly and
clearly the essential facts about this very important subjeot of world-wide
interest today. They are suggested for the use of informal study or discus-
sion groups this summer,

The questions may be used as a "spell down", with the women present
divided into two groups or sides competing for an inexpensive prize., The
guestions should be read aloud slowly so that the ground they cover is
understood. Then the leader may put individual guestions to each =ide in
turn, any person on the side being privileged to answer. If onc side fails
to give the correct answer, the question is passed to the other side. A
record of the correct answers made by cach side constitutes the point score
determining which side wins.,

Bricf statements in mimcograph form conveying information on the
history and prescnt status of international problems in China, Mexico and
Nicaragua are in process of preparation by the Minnes ota League and will be
sent to local League chairmen soon, for use by porch "disoussion groups" .

"ASK ME ANOTHER" published by the National League (price 10 cents )
consists of sets of printed leaflets with questions and answers covering
the field of international relations. This meterial mey be ordered from
state Leagye headquarters. TWe suggest its use following the questions on
Disarmament and in connection with the mimeographed statements on Mexico,
Nicaragua and China to be supplied from state League headquarters .

Afternoon porch parties can be made both entertaining and worthwhile
by use of this material. Let your members know that it is available.
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Questions and Answers

on
DISARMAMENT BY INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT

What can you say of the movement for disarmament and the limitation of military
establishments during the last 25 years?

Ans. During the last 25 years disarmament has been an important international

question. There have been many plans, conventions, and agreements with and
without effect.

What was the first attempt to reduce the burden of competitive armaments?

Ans. The Hague Peace Conferences of 1899 and 1907 were the first attempts at
disarmament,

What did they accomplish?

Ans. The Hague Peace Conferences established a permanent court of arbitration
and formulated certain rules of warfare, but accomplished nothing in disarma-
ment .

What treaty effected the disarmament of the (Central Powers?

Ans. The Treaty of Versailles at the close of the World War effected the dis-
armament of the Central Fowers (Germany, Austria, Hungary, Bulgaria, and Turkey)

What wes the first conference to bring about any limitation of armaments?
Ans. The Washington Conference called by President Harding.

When was the Washington Conference held?

Ans. The Washington Conference was held from November 1921 te February 1922.
What powers were represented?

Ans. Great Britain, France, Japan, Iltely and the United States.

Why were these nations the ones to be represented?

Ans., They are the five great naval powers.

What constructive results were achieved?

Ans. The five great naval powers sgreed to stop the construction of capital
ships, except to replace old ones up to a specified limit and adopted the
following ratio of capital ships: Great Britain 5, United States 5, Japan 3,

Italy 1.75, France 1.75.

What are some important phases of disarmament with which the Conference did
not deal?

Ans. The Conference did not deal with the limitation of auxiliary cruisers,
submarines, air nor land forces.

What are some of the results of this Conference?
Ans. It has helted the competition of the five nstions in building capitfal

ships. This Conference has also shown the value of dealing by friendly con--
ference rather than by secret diplomacy.
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What provision did the Covenant of the League of Nations make in regard to
disarmament?

Ans. Article 8 of the Covensnt provides that the Council of the League of
Notions shell formulate plans for the reduction of arms to the lowest poinét
consistent with nationsl safety.

What steps has the Council taken to carry out this policy?
Ans., The Council oreated the Prepsratory Disarmament Commission.
What is this Commission accomplishing?

Ans. The Preperatory Commission is defining terms and gathering information
which will afford a ground work for a General Disarmament Conference.

What action wes recently taken by President Coolidge in regerd to limitation
of armements?

Ans. President Coolidge invited the four naval powers which participated
with the United States in the Washington Conference to hold another con=-
fercnce to deal with the limitation of auxiliery oruisers as the Washington
Conference dealt with capital ships,

What was the resvonse of the four nations to this invitation?
Frence and Italy declined. Jepan and Great Britain accepted.

Contrast the policy of France and the United States as to the time of dis-
armament .

Ans, France insists upon a guarantee of security before there is further
reduction of armaments. The United States maintains that there should be &
direct approsch to the limitation of armaments without waiting for measures
providing security, believing thet security will be promoted through the
reduction of armaments.

Contrast the policy of France and the United States in regard to procedure
in disarmement.

Ans. TFrance's policy is to postpone disarmament until the work of the Pre-
paratory Commission is finished and & General Disarmsment Conference of all
nations is held where the whole problem of disarmament will be considered,
taking into account the land, air and sea forces as well as the geographic,
industrial, economic and financial factors involved.

The policy of the United States is to isolate as many concrete problems as
possible and to deal with them one at a time in a direct manner, thus aiding
the Preparatory Commission in its complicated task.

When and where does this Three Power Naval Parley called by President
Coolidge meet?

Ans, The parley of Great Britain, Italy and the United States convened at
Geneva on June 20.

What is the attitude of the Council of the League of Nations towards this
proposed conference?

The Council's attitude is entirely sympathetic and it voted to spprove the
action of the Secretary General in extending the faocilities of the League to
the three power conference.
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Please send

oopies of the National League

"ASK ME ANOTHER" leaflets (prioce 10 cants).

We also wish additional oopies of the Minnesota Leaguye
"DIS ARMAMENT" questions (free) for use by discussion
group leaders. We expect to have different
groups .

Chairman

League of Women Voters
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Dear Board Member:

Mrs. Russell M.Bomnett has invited the State Board to hold its July
meeting at her home at Northome, Lake Minnetonka (end of the Minnetonka
Boulevard). It will be held as usual on the seocond Friday of the month,
July 8, at 10:30 A.M.

Transportation will be arranged for out-of-town members from League
headquarters to “rs.Bemwnett's home. We shall leave the office promptly
at 9:45 AM. and would like to know how many members of the board will
wish to go from here,

Plens for the state Convention will be under disoussion. A definite
report of the Institute program as planned by the Joint Committee repre-
senting the University and the League will be presented by Miss Lusk.
Two conferences with the University have been held and an interesting
plan is ready for your consideration.

Mrs, Benmett will entertain members of the board at luncheon and we
should appreciate having an early answer from you so that we may let her
know how many to count upon for luncheon.

Miss Wells sends the message that we feel very fortunate to be able to
meet in such a cool and delightful place, in this hot part of the summer,
and that she knows you will have a pleasant and comfortable day at Mrs.
Bennett's if you can be there.

Sincerely yours,

Emily Child,
Exacutive Secretary
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MINUTES
STATE BOARD MEETING
July 8, 1927

The regular meeting of the state board of the Minnesota League of Women Voters was
held at the home of Mrs. Russell M. Bennett, Northome, Lake Minnetonka on Friday,
July 8, 1927. The meeting was called to order at 10:40 @M., Miss Wells presiding.

There were present Miss Wells, Mrs. Bennett, Mrs. Wittich, Mrs. Dowling, Miss
Lawrence, Mrs. Ramsey, Miss Lusk, Mrs. Spear, Miss Martha Botsford, Mrs. Ringstad,
Mrs, Cant, Miss Monahan, Mrs. Colby, and Miss Child. There were also present as
guests Mrs. H. G. Harrison, Mrs. Frank Lynam, Mrs. James Paige and Mrs. Silas Bryan.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read by Mrs. Ramsey and approved,

Miss Wells then spoke of the death of Mrs. Glasoe of Northfield on June 18 and named
Miss Lawrence and Mrs. Dowling to prepare a resolution for submission to the board
after the noon recess. In the course of the afternoon session Miss Lawrence
reported the following resolution and IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Monahan, second
of Miss Botsford to accept the resplution as written and to send copies to the
Northfield League and to Mr. Glasoe,

WHEREAS Mrs., P. M. Glasoe, one of the dearest members of the state board of the
Minnesota League of Women Voters has entered the joy of the life beyond,

RESOLVED that we feel the irreparable loss among us of one whose unfaltering
loyalty and enthusiasm were ever an inspiration and that, missing the help of
her loving thought for others, we shall try to make our future work a tribute
to her memory.

Treasurer's Report: Mrs. Cant reported a balance the lst of June of $1034,03 and
receipts during June of $752.56, of which $357 was received in quotas. Disburse-
ments during June amounted to $928.08, leaving a bank balance July 1 of $858.51.
Bills payable amount to $577.0l1. Mrs. Cant reported that, in addition to the
regular monthly installments of the annual quota received from St. Paul, Duluth, and
Minneapolis, two local Leagues have paid the quota im fyll during the past month:
Redwood Falls and Stephen., IT WAS VOTED, on motion of Mrs. Spear, second of Mrs.
Ringstad, that the treasurer's report be accepted and the bills allowed,

Organization: Mrs. Spear reported for the EIGHTH DISTRICT that the Duluth League is
one of the organizations represented in a Civic Council that concerns itself with
municipal government and is now about to start an educational campaign in behalf of
a business manager for the city. There followed general discussion of the support

a local League can offer such a movement and it was urged by the chair that Mrs.
Spear, as League representative upon the Council in Duluth, keep in close touch with
Mrs . Roulo as the local Efficiency in Government chairman, and that Mrs. Roulo keep
Mrs. Wittich informed of the situation in order to have her advice and help.

Mrs . Dowling reported for the SEVENTH DISTRICT that the Olivia League is planning to
have a monthly meeting during the summer end that it is interested in carrying out
the study of maternity and infancy work suggested as a summer activity by Mrs.

Colby who spoke at the last meeting.

Miss Lawrence reported for the SIXTH DISTRICT that the St. Cloud League is not
active at present owing to the absence during the past weeks of Mrs., Stai, chairman.

Mrs . Bryan reported for the Minneapolis League thnt a pamphlet on the Harrison
Elliott discussion method called "Talk It Over" embodying Mrs. Wittich's interpre-
tation of his plan together with a suggestive illustration, is now being printed
and can be secured for a nominal charge. She announced that Mrs. Lynam is succeed-
ing Mrs. Denny in the chairmanship of the Department of Publiec Welfare in
Government.,

Miss Lusk reported for the FOURTH DISTRICT that the League in St. Paul has now
practically completed the organization of an Executive Committee in every ward but
one. This has been accomplished through luncheon conferences in the League office
with promising women in each ward to talk over League work,

Mrs ., Ringstad reported for the THIRD DISTRICT that it is impossible to carry on
League activity in Northfield during the summer because so many women leave town-
Che expects to visit the reorgonized League in Kenyon next week at the request of
the new chairman.
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Miss Child reported, at the request of the chair, the recommendation of the Execu-
tive Committee that Mrs. Carrol Sherwin of Monticello be appointed to the vecant
cheirminship in the TENTH DISTRICT. IT %iS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Wittich, second
of Mrs. Spear, to ask Mrs. Sherwin to act as tenth district chairman.

Department of Efficiency in Government: Mrs. Wittich reported that she prepared,
at the request of the National League a suggested plan of instructions for making
surveys of voting habits similar to those made in Minnesota. She recommended the
continuance of local surveys in Minnesota and said that she would like to see the
Leagues in the three first-class cities conduct studies of certain representative
precincts as a way of securing a sample of the city. She offered her help and that
of the state League in meeting groups of workers and tabulating and assessing
results. Monticello and Olivia were reported as planning to continue the survgys
already made when new election facts are available,

Mrs . Wittich mentioned the desirability of central counting of election ballots to
avoid error and eliminate costly recounts and said that the Minneapolis League is
planning to moke a study of this question from facts available for Minneapolis.

Miss Wells reported the decision of the National League to consider state department
chairmen in future as members of the same department of the National League, and
agsked whether the time may now have come, particylarly in view of the plan for
voting surveys, to try to secure Efficiency in Government chairmen in each loecal
League, Miss Child reported 14 local Leagues as now having such chairmen.

International Cooperation to Prevent War: Attention was called to the National
League guiz questions. The twenty questions on Disarmament prepared by Mrs. Weeks
were read by Miss Lusk and answered by members of the borrd. There followed dis-
cussion of the present disarmament conference. Mrs. Paige said that the printed
report of the Second Conference on the Cause and Cure of War with very valuable
material, is now available,

The chair reported the offer of Mrs. W. J. Marcley to conduct study groups under the
joint auspices of local A.A.UJM. groups and local Leagues for a fee plus travelling
expenses., It was suggested that local Leagues keep her offer in mind in planning
future progroms.,

Public Welfare in Government: Miss Child reported that, at the suggestion of the
National League, two conferences have tesn held on the subject of maternity and
infancy work in the state: the first on June 4, at which a plan was mode for
intansive study of local work by each League; the second,on July 6, being o con-
ference with other orgeanization representatives to decide upon a minimym of work by
each group to interest its own membership, in future support of the work.

The study of maternity and infancy work planned by the American child Health
Issociation was reported. Dr. Crumbine will visit Minnesota dyring the coming
month. Mrs. Colby also reported the decision of the State Medical Lssociation
recently made to cooperate with the state Board of Health in making an intensive
study of maternal deaths in Minnesota.

County Fair Exhibit: Miss Child reported that Miss Olive Boe who preparsd the
posters for county fair exhibits last year is at work upon @ cardboard model to show
the right kind and the wrong kind of woman citizen. Her work will be completed in
the next two weeks.

State Convention and Institute: Miss Child reported a conflict of dates between
the League and the Federation of Women's Clubs the first week in October. After
considering carefully the schedule of other meetings, and consylting with Mr.

Price of the University and Mr. Mellony of the Curtis Hotel, IT WAS VOTED on motion
of Mrs. Dowling, second of Miss Lusk, that the Institute and Convention dates be
changed to November 1 - 5,

Miss Wells voiced the enjoyment of board members of the delightful day with Mrs.
Bennett and Mrs. Horrison. The meeting adjourned on motion at 4:00 o'clock.

Respectfully submitted,

Ruth G&g@ COlb':_r’ Secretary
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July 18, 1927.
My dear Local League Chairman:

Are you planning to have a League of Women Voters exhibit ot your county fair
this year? We surely hope so for there is no better opportunity to reach the
public and secure new friends and members for the League and its work.

We have a particularly interesting and colorful exhibit for county feirs this
year which will be sent you without charge except for the cost of sending snd
returning it by meil. It is in the form of a cardboard model similar to the
World Court model that proved so popular two years ago. This yeer two separate
models will illustrate:

The Right Kind of Woman Voter
and
The wrong Kind of woman Votsr.

These models show one woman informing herself at a candidates meeting, voting,
and seeing the result in a clean, well-run town; contrasted with another
woman amusing herself, failing to vote, ond living in a dirty, badly governed
town. The contrast is, of course, exaggereted to convey a direct impression
but we know that these models cannot feil to sttract the attention of visitors
to your county fair.

A great deal - perhaps 81l - of the value of the exhibit depends uron there
being some one in attendence to answer questions about the League and to teke
memberships end Voter subscriptions. We urge you, therefore, to appoint a
committee immedistely to take personal charge of the exhibit, and to arrange
for local newspaper publieity in advance of the fair.

RESERVE SPACE NOw AT YOUR COUNTY FAIR

Write us immedistely to place your order for the exhibit so
that we may plsn to heve enough duplicate models.

Sincerely yours,

Marguerite M. Wells,
MMN atl President.
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July 18, 1927.

I em writing you as chairman of the Department of Pu?lic ngfare
in Covarnment of your local League to ask your help in a pilece
of work for the State Living Nosts Committee, one of the standing
Committees grouped in your Department.

The Neational League has asked us to secure replies to the'enclosedl
"Questionnaire on Domestic Electric Power Rates" from various loca
communities. Vie are asked to forward the information as so0N as

possible. May 1 have your help?

If you are interested in having the pamphlet reprint of an“exce11§nt
talk delivered at the 1926 Netional League Convention on Electric
power and the Public Vielfare" send five cents in stamps to the
Minnesota League headquarters and & copy will be sent you.

Please mail the filled-in questionnaire to me at stgte League h?%d—
quarters. I will be very appreciastive of your assistance and will
keep you informed of future messages from the National League 0OD
this subject.

Cordially yours,

m(utfm: '5 (*D*%O ufk

Martha Botsford,
Chairmen Living Costs Committee.
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Minnes ota League of Women Voters

(From the Cleveland Voter - June 1927)

Harrlson.

MY ESTIMATE OF THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

by
A« R. Hatton
Professor of Political Science,
Western Reserve University
Member, Cleveland City Council

I believe that I know something of the spirit and purposes of the League of Women
Voters. It chances, also, that I have had unusual opportunities to observe its
activities and estimate its influence. Therefore, I shall set forth some of the
fundamental principles and purposes of the League as I understand them and give
an estimate of its influence and accomplishments based on my personal observa-
tions.,

Unless I entirely misunderstand the principles upon which the League of Women
Voters is founded, it accepts without reservation the idea of political democracy.
It assumes that, in America, we are committed to government of, by and for the
people, But, in accepting that principle, the League has kopt its touch with the
realities of human nature and of politics. * *

Believes in Democracy

Believing in political democracy, the League recognizes in the ballot both the
symbol and the indispensable instrument of popular control. It was guick to
realize that the right of suffrage alone was not enough. It saw that the ballo®
could be perverted and its value minimized, or even nullified by complex, con-
fusing and defective eleotoral devices and practices.

The women of the League therefore turned first and almost instinctively to the
improvement of electoral methods. They have put new life into the short ballot
movement; they are the most effective opponents of the party column, party
cirole, ballot with its encouragement of undiscrimineting, unintelligent voting;
they are the principal force behind the growing demand for permenent registration
of voters; and, from coast to coast, they are fighting for honest clections
decently conducted.

The Leaguye has not confined its activities to these efforts to make the ballot
more direotly effective. It is the only nation-wide organization with which I

am acquainted which recognizes in its program that efficient administration is an
assential of democracy. * *

But the League of Women Voters has not been content with seeking to improve the
forms and processes of government. Among the organizations of natiomal scope it
is leading the way in proclaiming the need of political education and in provid-
ing the means for its accomplishment.
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Has Courage

Nothing that the League has planned or done testifies so strongly to its courage
and its grasp of political realities. Education of any kind is difficult enough
as those of us who have tried to carry it on well know.

Most people, while proclaiming the virtues of education, strive desperately
against acquiring it except in the hard school of experience. 1In matters of
government and politics the situation is far worse., Few people will even admit
that political education is needed, to say nothing of the possibility of carry-
ing it on,

In Amerioca the very processes of our politics hns tended to flatter the voters
into the delusion that the ability to pass with wisdom on political questions is
in some manner mysteriously conferred upon them along with the ballot or, like
the sense of sight, is a gift of mture,

The League has raised its voice angainst this fundamentolly erroneous attitude.

It has taken the first steps in educating the voters to the need of political
education. It is proclaiming with s1l its might, and with an earnestness that

is in itself appealing, that popular government is a grave and difficult matter
and can be safely conducted only when the voters so realize and are in possession
of accurate information regarding the questions upon which they must pass.

Accomplis hments

What has the League accomplished? Viell, in the first place, it has worked
mightily and effectively for the things already mentioned. In some states and
meny cities much of this program has already been carried out,

But, above all, the League has slready set a standaurd of intelligent, political

action based on investigation and accurate knowledge of facts which is profound-
ly influencing the course of political thinking and political action throughout

the United States.

Everywhere, the League has made careless legislation and inefficient administra-
tion at least 2 little more difficult. Everywherec, I find formerly slipshod
politicians wholesomely respectful, though a little resentful, of the demand of
the League that their actions be open to investigation and justifiable upon a
basis of fact.

Everywhere, I find greater care in both legislation and administration, born, in
part at least, of the knowledge that the women of the League are likely to con-
front public officials at any time with broad and ascrurate information os to how
things should be done.

Exerts Influence

Upon the political parties the influence of the League has been powerful, though
seldom acknowledged by party leaders. Without being anti~-party, the League
offers a constant challenge to the parties to give an intelligent account of
themselves., It is a standing admonition to them that they exist for the govern-
ment and not the government for the party crganizations.




It says to the voters, "Be partisan if you will, but let your partisanship
follow knowledge of the facts rather thun precede or ignore such knowledge".
In this manner the League is performing the enormously valuable function of
reminding the parties that they can justify their existence only as instruments
of popular government and must not assume that they ure substitutes for it.

If one may judge by its attitude 2nd cctivities, the League of Women Voters
recognize the complexity of modern life and the fuet of a changed and changing
world. It, therefore, insists that the problems and processes of government

call for investigation, for thought, for the constant application of intelligence,
and can no longer be dealt with by the slap-dash methods which a simpler time

made tolerable,

Gets Faocts

The League does not appear to be terrified by the idea thut, with a changing
world, the methods and instrumentulities of demooracy muyst olso change. At the
same time it refuses to jump at conclusions, to change for the sake of change,
to proceed without knowledge of the facts involved or to act without due deli-

beration.

Beyond doubt the Leaguye of Women Voters is today the outstanding organization of
national scope working for, pleading for, demandinz, the application of intelli-
genoce as wcll as conscience to the solution of political problems and the con-
duet of public affoirs, Alrcady its influencc has been out of all proportion

to its age or its numbers.

No one who wishes well for the future of American democracy can do other than
express the hope that the League may hold fast to its present ideals and that as
the years pass it may find its numbers increased and its courage undiminished.
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NORTH D.KOTA - 't the fourth annual Convention held at Minot, July 20-22, onc new
of ficer wos €lected, Miss Merbel Vacler, secrctnry. Miss Hezel MeCulloeh wes
appointed new chairman of the Department of Intcrnationsl Cooperations Other
officers were re-clected and other chajrmen re-appointed,

~t the opening Convention dinner no fewer than ten speeches were mede as well as
discussion from the floor and yet the meeting adjourned before ten p'clock though
guests lingered longer, loath to leave so nice a party. Congratulations to Minot's
Committee on Program!

"I wouldn't drive this car a foot farther in this rain - no, not for the Queen of
Sheba" - thus declared a League husband at Devils Lake, but out from this car
clambered Mrs. Poppler, Miss Vaaler and Ruth Gaulke, boarded 2 trajin and arrived,
late, but dressed for the occasion, ready to take part at the opening dinner of the
Convention,

In spite of the unnavigable roads - the fourth annual case of bad conventsion auto-
mobile roads - these states were represented at the Convention: Towa, Minnesota,
as well as North Dakota; these towns: Grand Forks, Bottineau, Porters Lake,
Bismarck, Garrison, Berg, Towner, as well as Minot.

One of the many heart warming incidents of the Convention was & telegram from Mrs.
Feige wishing well the North Dakota League in behalf of the South Dakota League.,

SOUTH DAKOTA - Mrs. G. B, Tuttle and Mrs. P. H, Kelley of Mitchell were July callers
at national headquarters in Washington,

Bad news from South Dakota is that the governor vetoed the stote appropriation for
maternity and infancy work. It is to be hoped thnt this news will turn out not to
be final,

I0W/ ~ The midsummer board meeting which has becoms an anticipated annual event, as
& house party at the home of the president at Clear Lake, hes been postponed owing
to the death of a relative who was vieiting Mrs, Knutson at the time of his death,

MINNESOT : - "Talk It Over" is the summer event in Minnesota. Mrs. Wittich came
back from the General Council fired with enthusjasm over Mr, E114ott's magie method
of drawing from a group everything they knew on = subject, adreitly pooling the
information and arriving at a econclusion. / Minneapolis group under her leadership
promptly arrived at the conclusion that the League of Women Voters £ills & neces~
sary place in our present political life! But when they got through the group knew
why. Then the Minneapolis League published a leaflet on the discussion method,
called "Telk It Over", Mrs. Wittich wrote the text and Mrs. Bryan of the
Minneapnlis League §llustrated it with a life like sketch of various Leaguers in
collrguy - too lifelike. These are going like hot cakes at five cents apiece, With
With these leaflets in hand, anyone can lead a Eroup on any subjeet providing she
has ever seen 3t done or has been = gnod teacher or has a little natural talent in
that direction.

LN/ - Dr, H?éi% Dell anEc§i,tﬁgﬁgia%gild velfere Chairmen, is completing the

nf Sheppt OVTNET WOr

Mrs. Emmo Inpalls, four times & member of the state legislature, formerly the stute
chairman of Efficiency in Government, later tressurer of the Kelispell League, was
elected president nf the Kalispell Lescue ¢t & recent meeting,

mong the very few state Leepues which pr:y their nutioncl auota by the month are

two from the Fifth Reeion. A third bas recently pussed o board vnte tn dn =o.

When it achicves "ts purpnse, its name will appenr in the Round Rrbin. Meanwhile
X L | r

guess |

Recders of the Round Robin are requested to send in their pet "don'ts" and "do's"
for Lerpue nfficers. They will be published without signatures in the Rorund Robin.
Here sure two: 1. Don't be o non-conduetor - let other League nfficers and members
heive the benefit of mitericl you receive from heudquarters. 2. Don't do it all
vourself - vou will h- ve ennugh tn do in checking yp persons to whom vou deleeate
responsibi lityl Delegnte it ull the same or you will never make =z lender. v 2

1639 Hennepin Avenue, Minne:palis Merguerite M. yells ,Director.
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THE MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

1639 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis, Minn.

DIRECTORS

Mrs. R. M. Bennett, Minneapolis
Mrs. C. P. Noyes, St. Paul

Mrs. W. H. Thorp, Minneapolis
Mrs. W. C. Cobb, Brainerd

Mrs. R. N. Marble, Duluth

Mrs. Walter R. Ramsey, St. Paul

ConeressioNAL Drstrict Vice-Presipents

Mrs. O. M. Botsford, Winona, First District
Mrs. Edward Ringstad, Northfield, Third District
Miss Cornelia Lusk, St. Paul, Fourth District
Mrs. S. T. McKnight, Minneapolis, Fifth District
Mrs. M. J. Dowling, Olivia, Seventh District
Mrs. George H. Spear, Duluth, Eighth District
Mrs. J. Pierce Wolfe, Moorhead, Ninth District

Dear Boerd Member:

Telephone: Atlantic 1171
OFFICERS
President
Miss Marguerite M. Wells

First Vice-President
Mrs. Frederick W. Wittich

Second Vice-President

Mrs. A. J. McGuire

Third Vice-President
Mrs., Sumner T. McKnight

Secretary
Mrs.Woodward Colby

Treasurer
Mrs. Harold G. Cant

Executive Secretary
Miss Emily Child

August 4th,
2827

STANDING CoMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
Mrs. Gerhard Dietrichson,
Protection of Women in Industry
Miss Isabel Lawrence, Education
Mrs. Myra Griswold, Child Welfare
Miss Florence Monahan, Legal Status of Women
Mrs. John M. Gaus,
Public Health and Social Hygiene
Miss Alice Kercher, Law Enforcement
Miss Martha Botsford, Living Costs

DEPARTMENT CHAIRMEN

Mrs. L. C. Weeks

International Co-operation to Prevent War
Mrs. Frederick W. Wittich,

Efficiency in Government

Office Secretary
Miss Anita Hampe

The Executive Committee decided at its last meeting to recommend the omission
of the August board meeting on the secord Friday of the month, in view of the
sbsence from home of meny of our members during this vacation period. Will
you vote upon the question using the enclosed return postcard? The committee
also suggested that we secure a referendum vote of board members on two gues~-
tions that were to come before you at the August meeting.

You will remember that we mentioned the Community Fund Campaign in Minneapolis
in fixing the first week of November for the Institute and Convention. No
public ennouncement had then been made but we have now learned thet the cam~
paign is to be held in that week, rumning over into the second week. The
state convention of the Mimmesota Education Association also occurs in the
second week of November. Because of pre-Thanksgiving activities, it seemed to
the Executive Committee that the week following Thanksgiving is the best time
available for the Convention and Institute. The dates are Tuesday, November
29, through Seturday, December 3,

Will you ratify the Executive Committee's choice of these dates? If so,
please act as scon as possible so thet we may send a publicity release to the
newspapers.

The other question I would like to submit to you concerns the invitation ex-
tended to the board by the League in Northfield to hold our September meeting
there. Will you be able to attend that meeting if we go to Northfield? I
would like to be assured of s majority attendance of board members before
meking the decision. Northfield is 42 miles from the Twin Cities, two hours
by bus. We hope that some of our members will make the trip in their own cars
and be able to teke others with them.

hope that many of you are enjoying s vscation but that League work is not at
complete stendstill ss it certainlv is not in this office.

I
Y

Very sincerely yours,

“7\.4\6L4%1Lm;:€1, Qﬁ{ : va LQQ_\)

Marguerite M. Wells,

MMW ms President
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Do you approve omitting the August meeting?

Do you favor accepting the invitation for
the September meeting?

Will you plan to attend?

Do you epprove November 29 - December 3 for

Convention and Institute dates?

(Signed)
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Mrs M. Bennett, Minneapolis President

August 13th,
1827

Desr Local League Chairman:

As many of you have written to say, it has been found that the dates
first chosen for our annual convention here in Minneapolis conflicted
with the dates already set for the annual state meeting of the
Federation of Women's Clubs. The stgte board has therefore voted to
change the dates and the University committee has concurred. After
incredible efforts to find a time not already preempted by other lerge
organizations, and after still a second choice, final dates have at
last been selected:

NOVEMBER 29 to DECEMBER 3

Note these dates well; build your late fall plans about.them. You
will notice that they come after Thanksgiving and well before the
Christmas festivities and the children's vacation from school.

November 29 is Tuesday. The opening session was scheduled on this day
to permit you to come to Minnespolis Monday morning and have a day for
Christmas shopping before the Convention opens.

Please draw a big red circle about these dates on your calender. Then
talk sbout them to members of your League and ask them to mark the
same dates. BExplain to them the pains to which the University and
League committees heve gone in order to make this biennial Institute
of Government exactly what Minnesota women want in order to understand
current political questions.

Both the University and League committees are tremendously enthusiaes-
tic about the proposed program this year. Don't fail to do your part
in enlisting the interest of women all over the state.

Very faithfully yours,

.{ __.E‘L.S,_%‘J ..:' l}i 1 ;1k_.'k

}: "\;._ A*-'x,-{_,q__,
“Marguerite M. Wells,
President
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September 1st,
19 2%

Dear Board Moember:

The regular September meeting of the board will be held in North-
field at the invitation of the Northlield League, end as

authorized by the referendum vote of the board, The day is Friday,
September 9, and the opening hour will be 11:00 o'clock instead of
10:20, in order to allow time for the trip from the Twin Cities.

The meeting will be held in rooms in the Congregational Church in
Northfield, one block east of the bus line. There is an hourly
bus to Northfield which makes the trip in two hours. There is
also a Milwaukee train to Northfield et 8:30 A.M., arriving at
10:30. In addition to the buses leaving for the return trip at
$:00 and 5:00 P.M., there is a return train leaving Northfield at
4:20 P.M.

We shall be glad to let you know if you will telephone us &t the
office, whether there are places available in automobiles. May I
remind you of Miss Wells' perticular request for a full attendance
at this board meeting to which local League chsirmen end officers
end members of the Northfield board will be invited.

Reservations for luncheon must be made in advance so we shall appre-
ciate early word as to your attendance.

Sincerely yours,

Emily Child,
Executive Secretary




AGENDA
STATE BOARD MEETING
Northfield, September 9, 1927

Minutes
FINANCE
Treasurer's Report
Wioman Voter Advertising
Request from Renville County
ORGANIZATION
Reports by district chairmen

Reports from local League chairmen

Resignations

STATE AND COUNTY FAIR BaAnIBITS
County fairs - Mrs. Bryan
State fair - Mrs. McGuire
STUDY OF MATERNITY AND INFANCY wORK IN MINNBSOTA
National Lesgue communication
Minnesotsa plan
Renville County response - Mrs. Gage
CONVENTION AND INSTITUTE
Program
Attendence
DEPARTMENT AND COMMITTEE KEPORTS
New publications
Living Costs -~ questionneire
OTHER BUSINESS
Appointment of represeniative at Federated Clubs convention

Suggested program for local League meesings
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Mrs. J. Pierce Wolfe, Moorhead, Ninth District

September 1l4th,
g e T

My dear Local League Chairman:

Congress convenes the first Monday in December and before your representative
leaves for Washington in October or November, there is an important matter for
your League to discuss with him.

The maternity and infancy work that is being done in this and other states %o
save the lives and health of mothers and babies would perhaps never have got

underway but for the aid given by the federal government under the Sheppard-

Towner Act of 1921. That Act comes to an end in June 1929 and 2 new one must
be enacted by the next Congress if we wish to see the present cooperation in

this work between the state and the federal government continued,

The state board of the League discussed this question at its recent meeting
and decided to urge every local League in the state to appoint representa-
tives to call upon its Congressman Yery soon - before he leaves home or
becomes too busy to make an aopolrtmu“t for . a personel interview.

But before you go to him, you should inform yourself as fully as possible
about the maternity and 1nfancy work thet has been carried on in your own
county under the Child Hygiene Division of the State Board of Health.\ I en-
close the names of local women who have received the correspondence course
sent out from the Division. Your part is to interview these women or g\t a
written statement from them on tne value of the information that has thus
reached them. I enclose copies of such letters recently secured by the
Olivia League in Renville County.

If you have a county nurse or local school nurses, you should consult them %o
learn anything they can tell you about the local matern ty and infancy work
under state auspices. Pre-natal Clinies, Mothers' Classes, Demonstrations of
the care of the baby etc. are some of the activities they may know about even
if you do not.

When you have become thoroughly acquainted with the rﬁsults of maternity and
infaney work in your own section of the state - and if you feel that it would
be a great misfortune to see it crippled or in denger of being discortinued
when the present federsl Act is at an end - then go to your Congresswan, tell
him everything that you have learned snd see if you can make him feel just as
you do about the work. There are several ways you can heip him %o understand




Wwhat this work means to the individual mothers and therefore to the state
and nation:

1) Get one or more of the mothers that have benefited by the cor-
respondence courses or other cducationsl work of the Division
of Child Hygiene to go with you to talk with your Congressman.

2) Take to him the letters you may secure from these mothers if
they are not able to leave their homes but are eager to testi-
fy to the help they have received.

3) Arrange a League meeting for discussion of the work and ask
your Congressman to attend and to tell you about the action of
the last Congress on the renewal of the federal appropriation
for the present two-year period.

Whatever you do, start to do immediately or it may be too late. As soon as
this letter reaches you, take the following action:

First - Arrange %o find out when your representative in Congress
expects to leave for Washington and let him know that you
plan to see him before his departure.

Second - Call your officers and board mpmb’r% together to plan how
to get in touch with the women}lsﬁgcide who shall be re-
sponsible for keeping in touch with your Congressman and
calling upon him as soon as you have something to report
to him on the local work for mcthers and babies.

Arrange for an open League meeting to which other groups
are invited, for discussion of the whole subject so that
as many women as possible may know as much as you do
about the situation in Congress end about what the work
has meant to the women of your own community. Devote
most of your program to what has been accomplished
locally.

The September issue of the Woman Voter contains an article on "What Is Being
Done in Minnesota for Mothers and Babies" that will give you information you
should have. Let us know if you would like extra copies of this issue. I

will enclose o mimeographed statement to supplement the article in the Voter.

We are proud that every Minnesota Congressman voted in the last Congress for
the renewal of the Sheppard-Towner appropriation but we realize that it is
our responsibility %o urge them to give their support %o a new measure., And
it is especially our responsibility to see that each of our Congressmen has
first-hand knowledge of the value of the work in his own district. May we
depend upon you to do this for your Congressmen?

And do not forget that we want to hear from you so that we may let our
National League of Women Voters know what support they are getting in Minneso-
to for this legislative measure which is the immediate concern of women.

Sincerely yours,

’W,\Q- LN &._{JL U, L UQP;QQ 3

MMN ms Marguerite M. Wells,
Encs. President




Minnesoto League of VWomen Voters
1639 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis
September 1927

SUGGESTED PROGRAM FOR LOCAL LEAGUE MEETINGS
Note: The following suggestions are made to local League chairmen as a basis for
planning fall meetings before the Annual Convention in Minneapolis the last

week in November. We shall then send out the 1928 program of work as
adopted by the Convention.

I. Maternity snd Infancy Work in the State and County

References: Article in Minnesota Woman Voter: - September 1927
Article in Good Housekeeping Magazine - May 1827

(See directions and enclosures in local League chairman letter
of September 14).

1T. "ask Me Another" on International Affairs

References: Questions and Answers (8 series - price 10 cents)

Yourrent Events" in Woman Citizen Magazine

TIT. The Concern of Women in Muscle Shoals

References: "Electric Power and the Public Welfare" (5 cents)
"Gongress and Muscle Shoals" (5 cents)

(The disposal of Muscle Shoals, affecting the development of
cheap electric power and its use in labor-saving devices in
the home, is an important subject in the National League of
Women Voters program. It will be before the coming session
of the Congress and League members should be prepared to
give support to approved measures).

IV What About Child Labor?

References: "Recent Child Labor Legislation" (price 5 cents)
NThe Hazard of the Child" (price 5 cents)

(The failure of the states to act favorably upon the Child
Lebor Amendment leaves the question of child labor still
before us. Women should know the facts).

(The pamphlets listed with & note of the priee ere published by the National
League of Vomen Voters and mey be ordered from state League headquarters. A full
set of the printed materiel suggested for the sbove four meetings - not includ~-
ing the magazines mentioned - will be forwarded upon receipt of 25 cents ).




Minnesrta League of Women Voters
1835 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapelis
January 1 9 2 7

AFPROPRIATION FCR MATERNITY AND INFANCY WARK IN MINNESCTA

It is recommended thet study groups plan supplementary reading on the
subject of federal aid. Meterial may be ordered from League headquarters
es {ollows: "Federal Aid" in the Current Questionz in Government Series

(5 cents); "Federal Aid to tho States" by Dorothy Kirchwey Brown (20 oénts).

The paesage of the Sheppard-Towner Act by Congrese in November 1921 provided for
federal 2id to the states for raternal and infent hygiene and authorized an
gpprooriation for the five-year period ending June 30, 1527. A two-vear renewal
of the epproprietion is now assured by Congrescional action through paszage of
the bill in the House last April and in the Senate on January 13.

]
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The republic will thus continue to share with the state the responsibility for
improving the situation in this country under which the United States ranks
eighth among civilized nations in the rate of infant mortality and seventeenth
in maternal mortality. Forty~-three states and Hawaii are now carrying on work
under the Sheppard-Towner Act.

Vinnesota had no organized child hygiene work before the passage of the Sheppard-
Towner Act and wes one of the first states to accept the Act. The state program
of work dates from July 1, 1922. The Minnesota legislatuyre of 1923 appropriated
$15,000 a year for the biennium period between legislatures. This was not
sufficient to meteh the meximum federal gid available to Minnesota. The 1925
legislature, however, raised the appropriation %o $21,000 a year, thus securing
the maximum federal alletment, Minnesota has glso had the federal gift of $5000
each year provided to states accepting the act.

An appropriation request will be submitted from the State Board of Health to
the 1627 legislature to provide for financing the state work for the next
biennium - June 30, 1927 to June 30, 1922: The League of Women Voters will
support, as it has done in previous sessions, the requeest that is submitted.

Maternel as well as infent hygicne work becomes increasingly importent zince it
iz now recognized thet s very considersble portion of 21l deasths of infants
under one year of age occur, during the first month of life, from causes that
have their origin in the cere snd condition of mothers during pregnancy and con-
finement. The mortality =mong infants of mothers who died either immediately
folleving childbirth or vithin one yesr has been found to be between four anc
five times, end that from causes peculisr to early infzncy over seven times the
corresponding rates smong other babies. It is also recognized thet the deathe
of mothers from causes connected with childbirth sre nor largely preventable.
The needlecss waste of life among mothers and babics due to ignorance and isola-
tion may therefore be prevented by such work ze thst for which we seek 2 renewesl
approprigtion from our 1927 Minnesote legislature.

In reply to the objections recently heard to the use of federal aid to stimulate
state sotivities in the interest of the general welfarc, facts may be cited to
shovw thet the expenditure for maternity snd infancy work is the leagt item in
both the federal and state budgete of federsl 2id. Ue second the stetement of
the New York Lesgue of Women Voters, "All ve can say ie that if, as some of our
of ficiale tell us, 'it's time to call 2 h2lt' on all such beneficent government
activities, Wegin with sometlhing Dbig. Don't start to reform with the neediest

group and the smallest expenditure !

The figures for Minnezote showing the amounts received by this state from the

federal povernment during 1925 are =g follows:
Highwaye $7,115,4¢0
Netional Guard 1,000,000
Educstion 422,720
Forests and Fire Treveniion 22,140
Meternity anc Infency Z0,04y
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Minnesota League of Women Voters
0hild welfare Committee September
LETTERS §
Showing Appreciation of Information Made Available

Under the Maternity and Infancy Act

In a Minnesota County

July 23, 1927

I wish to sbtate that I took the fifteen lesson course on "Hygiene of
Maternity snd Infancy™ offered by the Child Hygiene Division. I can highly recom~
mend the work offered in these lessons and I hope that Congress will again put into
effect the Sheppard-Towner Act.

I started taking these lessons shortly after I was married. I derived
much good from them on how to take care of myself and on taking care of = child in
infancy. 1 learned many things from those lessons that I did not know before and
probably would not know now if I had not taken these lessons. I have followed in-
structions given in these lessons and as a result my daughter who will be two years
old this fall is a very healthy child.

I hope that this work may be kept up so that many other mothers might be
able to take up this wonderful work.

Sincerely yours,

July 28, 1927

The fifteen lessons on "Hygiene of Msternity and Infancy" have indeed been
of great help to me. In fact, I think every young mother should receive these
booklets. I found = great deal of help in these before the baby came and after it
came, I watched very closely his feedings, weight and rest, etc.

We would have healthier babies if mothers had some information on Infancy.

Sincerely yours,

July 23, 1927

Having taken the correspondence course in "Hygiene of Maternity and
Infanoy", I have found the lessons very instructive and helpful. I only wish I
could have taken it years esgo while my babies were small as I consider it of much
help while raising children end it will be the means of saving the lives of many
babies and small children.

Personally, I consider these very valuable lessons.

Respectfully yours,

July 26th, 1927

= . Pae n
Tt will soon be & year since I began receiving the lessons on

Hygiene of
Maternity and Infancy", and I wish to express my appreciation of these lessons, and
am glad to state that besides studying them through thoroughly as each one came, 1

find them very valusble as a continual reference helpe.

pPersonally I feel it is quite tragic that our present Congress has deemed
it necessary or even profitable or oractical to repeal the act which in some
measure at least was designed to help 1ift our mothers and babies out of the
ignorance and consequent ill health which we must all admit does exist.

Sincerely,

August 29, 1927

I wish to state that I found the free course I took on Hygiene of Materni-
ty and Infanocy & great benefit to me both before and after my second child was borne.
Tt sure made all the difference in the world between my first end sscond child.
Thanking you, I am

Yours truly,
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I wish you to know how much we appreciate your giving time
to attendance in the League booth at the State Fair. You probably
realize, as we do, that the chief value of the exhibit is in having
qualified women there ready to talk with those who visit the booth.

I wish it were possible to consult you personally about
your experience to learn any suggestions you may have as to ways in
which we can make our exhibit better or improve our plan for
interesting visitors to the booth in actual membership and work in

the League.

The suggestion has already been made that we have a "live
exhibit" next year, in place of the doll models we have used the
last few years, and that we plan an actual demonstration of sone

political activity.

If you have other suggestions, even about small

details, will you be good enough to write or telephone them to us so
that we may have them on record for 1928.

Thanking you in behalf of the state League for your help,

Sincerely yours,

Merguerite M. Wells,

President




This will acknowledge our receipt of your subscription
to the Minnesota Vioman Voter which will start with the
issue now being published. Please let us know if for

any reason you fail to receive future issues, so that
we may trace the difficulty.

If you know of any other women among your friends who
would appreciate having the information we supply to
women in our monthly publication, send us their names
and we shall be glad to mail them a sample Voter and

subscription blank.




ROUND ROBIN
No. 28 Fifth Region, National League of Women Voters September 1927

To each reader of the Round Robin individually: - I8 your state Division of Child
Hygiene doing anything in your community to improve the death rate of babies end
mothers? Does it reach the women who need it most, those out of reach of city faci-
lities? If so; would that work surely go on even if federal assistance were with-
drawn? If not, do you wish the federal het to be re-enacted? TIf you don't know
about this work personally, will you look it up? iR

Do you think that your Congressman or U.S. Senator knows &s much about this work st
first~hand as you do? If he did would he become an enthusiastic supporter in Con-
gress of a measure to continhue it?

Do you realize how often women expect their men representatives in the legislature
and Congress to give support to measures about which in their ordinary routine of
occupation they know absolutely nothing at first-hand? Do you think that is fair?
Will you inform yourself about this maternity and infancy work and then if you de=-
cide it is importent, will you try to see that your Congressional representative
knows &s much about it as you do? "This means you" as the sdvertisers say. But the

questions are rhetorical and you cannot expect to answer; only to aoct,

MINNESOTA - Minnesota began its fall activities with a state board meeting at North-
field attended also by three chairmen of third district local Lesgues snd bv members
of the Northfield League as guests. There were also guests from Michigan and Con-
necticut. At the luncheon of about forty, officers and board members were intro-
duced by the president and asked to answer the question, "What Is Your Favorite
Talking Point for the League of Women Voters?"

MONTANA - So did Montana begin its year with a state board meeting held at Helena,
September 1. Mrs. Winestine, legislative chairman entertained the board at luncheon.
At the business meeting following, there was much discussion of how to extend
organization. This is always good news.

The Lewistown League has recently elected a new president, Mrs. A. H. Kessler.,
Meetings are to be held for study - the first one to discuss, "What is the League of
Women Voters?"

The Neihart League held a luncheon August 24 which was attended by the president,
vice-president and treasurer of the state League, and also by the regional secretary.
Seventeen women were present. The Neihart League has been meeting weekly and is
notably active and well-informed.

The League of Women Voters meaintained a successful booth at the State Fair held in
Helena, Mrs. E. G« Clinch of Butte was chairman and with the help of the Helens
League made the booth attractive to look at. Reports are that Mrs. Clinch knew just
how to attract the interest of fair visitors to the League work.

IOWA - Due to illness of the state president the fall board meeting has been post-
poned to October 4,

At a recent meeting of the Ottumwa League Mrs. H. C. Kingsbury was elected president
end Mrs. A. E. Clark was elected secretary.

It is the plan of the Sioux City League Program Committee to have a luncheon meeting
once a month on the third Wednesday beginning in October.

"I want to thank you for the Round Robin you send me each month" - Mrs. McKim of
Marshalltown. Thank you for the appreciation.

NORTH DAKOTA - The summer did not completely lull to rest the North Dakota League.
We know because we hear of orders they are mesking for National League publications.

SOUTH DAKOTA - Tsken from a letter - "Heard from Arlington this morning - Ead a fine
meeting and program recently - 47 out and have their $15 to send - hurrah.

The League is to have a booth at the State Fair beginning September 12. League
friends and other callers welcome.

The Executive Committee met in Huron September 14. Mrs. Parkes was present.

1639 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis Merguerite M. Wells, Director
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September 26th,
O

To the Meyor:

The National League of Viomen Voters has published
the enclosed questionnaire on domestic power rates as a
means of securing information from local communities upon
one of the items in the study program of the Living Costs
Committee.

Your city is one that has no League of Women
Voters organization and which we are informed has «
municipal-owned electric power plant. It has been sugges~
ted that the infornation ssked for in the questionnaire
would be of particular interest for your city. We ere
thercfore venturing to ask your cooperation in hoving the
questionnaire filled out for us by one of your city
officers. We would eopreciste verv much having the ques~
tionnaire returned to us by October 1, if this is possible.

Thanking you for gny help you con give us in se~
curing the information we would like to hove for your city,
I am

Respectfully yours,

Emily Child,
Exccutive Secretary
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October 4th,
1g: 207

Dear Board WMember:

The October meeting of the state board will be held in the new
Minneapolis College Women's Club at 310 Groveland Avenue. This
is just a short distance from the state office so that it will
be possible to arrange for automobile transportation from the
office for members who prefer to meet here at 10:00 A.M.

A seventy-five cent luncheon will be served by the club in the
dining-room reserved to our group. The meeting will open prompt-
ly at 10:30 A.M. and continue into the sfternoon, as usual.

Among the very important items of business for this meeting is
the decision as to a proposed Plan of Work for the 1927-28 year,
to be sent out to local Leagues in advance of the state conven-
tion, preparatory to final action by delegates in the convention.
hppointments to convention committee chairmanships must also be
made and plans for convention attendance and events discussed in
detail.

Since luncheon is served at the club through special arrange--
ments with a cateress, it will be necessary to make our reserva-
tions several days in advance. Please let us know as early in
the week as you can, whether we may make a reservation for you.

Sincerely yours,

Emily Child,
Executive Secrebary
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AGENDA
STATE BOARD MEETING
October 14, 1027

Minutes

Iressurer's Report

Decision on fees in Renville County case

Announcement of new Netionsl League officers

Orgenization
Representative at P.TwA. convention
Reports by District Chairmen
Report on college Leagues

Vote surveys in three first-class cities

Division of reaponsibility for work (state and

local League)

Report on work in behalf of maternity end infancy ect

Institute of Government
Attendance
Finance
Patrons
State Convention
Committee Appointments
Changes in By-Lawsg
1927-28 Program of Work
Convention sessions and events

Business

Plans for next board meeting




26 copies

THE MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

1639 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis, Minn.
Telephone: Atlantic 1171
DIRECTORS OFFICERS Stanpineg CoMumiTTEE CHAIRMEN
. Mrs. Gerhard Dietrichson,
Mrs. R. M. Bennett, Minneapolis ; President v . Protection’ of Women in Industry
Miss Marguerite M. Wells Miss Isahbel Lawrence, Education

Mre. W1, Theto. Minnes Mrs. Myra Griswold, Child Welf
Mrs. 3 orp, Minneapolis P R T Mrs. Myra Griswold, Child lelfare
First Vice-President Miss Florence Monahan, Legal Status of Women

Mrs, W. C. Cobb, Brainerd N rederick W. Wittich
Mrs. R. N. Marble, Duluth frs. Beecent Mrs. John M. Gaus, :
Mrs. Walter R. Ramsey, St. Paul Second Vice-President . Public Health and Social Hygiene
Mrs. A. J. McGuire 1‘.\\;.[.155 {\IHNI Kercher, Law Enforcement
Miss Martha 1 Living Costs
ConcressioNAL District Vice-PresipENTS Third Vice-President a Botsford, Living|Cost
Mrs. Sumner T. McKnight
DerarTMENT CHAIRMEN

Mrs. O. M. Botsford, Winona, First District Secretary

Mrs. Edward Ringstad, Northfield, Third District Mrs. Woodward Colby Mrs. L. C. Weeks ! -
. . S International Co-operation to Prevent War

Miss Cornelia Lusk, St. Paul, Fourth District Treasurer Mrs. Frederick W. Wittich,

Mrs. 5. T. McKnight, Minneapolis, Fifth District Mrs. Harold G. Cant Efficiency in Government

Mrs. M. J. Dowling, Olivia, Seventh District e

Mrs. George H. Spear, Duluth, Eighth District Executive Secretary Office Secretary

Mrs. J. Pierce Wolfe, Moorhead, Ninth District Miss Emily Child Miss Anita Hampe

Bctober loth,
e T

Dear Friend:

Your name was reported as onc of the women who expressed an in-
terest in the League of liomen Voters by registering at our booth
at the State Fair this feull,

A very fine program is being planned for women in the state in
the Institute of Govermnment to be held in conjunction with our
state convention in Minneapolis, November 29 - December 3. We
hope you will wish to heve information on the program of the
Institute snd on the work in gsneral of the League of Women
Voters.

We publish such information in "The Minnesota Vomen Voter", a
copy of which is enclosed. The monthly issues bring you in brief
readable form news of particular interest to women as citizens,
as well as announcements of the very fine study materisl on
current questions in govermment prepared by the state or
Nuetional Lecague of Wwomen Voters. These may be ordered from our
headquarters in Minneapolis.

In towns where there is no lécal League; you may become a state
member of the Minnesota League of Viomen Voters. The membership
fee ($1.,00) includes one year's subscription to the Woman Voter.

Vie hope that you will wish to become a state member of the
Minnesota League of komen Voters or, if that is not possible,
thet yvou will send 25 cents to cover a year's subscription to
the Voter, so that you may have the informestion we supply in
this form to women in the states

Sincerely yours,

Emily Child,
Executive Secretary




copises, October 14, 1927

INSTRUCTIONS FOR wORKERS
in
League of V.omen Voters Survey of Voting Habits

A call must be made in every house in your territory.

It is easier %o make an entrance if the name of the people living in each house
is known.

Tell who you are and why the League of V.omen Voters is interested in this survey
of voting habits - trying to collect actual information on the voting
habits of people in crder %o plan its work intelligently.

Explain that there is nouthing personel about the survey and that no lists far
solicitetion »f any sort will ever be mede with the names. Neames zre only
teken for purposes of checking, It is the statistics thet sre valuable
for our purposes.

something sbout other stud ies that have been made -

Those for the National League in five different states:
Missouri, (a precinct in St. Louis)

Messachusetts, (& precinct in Cambridge)

Illinois, (a precinct in a county seat)

Georgia

Minnesota, three municipalities: Olivia, Monticello, Slayton

If interest is shown, tell something sbout these Minnesota surveys, such
&s the fact that, while 75 per cent of the eligible voters in these plsces
voted in the General Election of 1526, 90 per gent of them had voted st
one of mnore of the six elections studied.

(See the July and September issues of the

Woman Voter for further information.)

Get number of people in house for census sheet,
Fill in each space by & check mark at proper place -
Except Age 21-30 -~ lrite exact sge in this space becausc the voter

heve come of age during period covered by the

survey,

Occupation Type of work must be written.

Resson for
not voting - Write out statement given. Uuote exact words if

pnssible,

BE CERTAIN TO GET INDIVIDUAL RECORD FOR BACH VOTER IN BVmRY HOUSE




MINUTES
STATE BOARD MEETING
October 14; 1927

The regular meetitig of thé state Board sf the Mihhesota Leapue of Womeh Voters was
held at the Mi nheapolis College Women's Club, 310 Grove land Avenue ; Mi mneapolis, on
Friday, October 14; 1927 The meeting was called to order at 10:30 asms; Mizss Wells
presidinge

Board members ptesent were Miss Wells, Mrs. Weeks , Miss Lawrence ; Mrs 4 Ringstad,
Mrs . Sherwin, Miss Mohahah, Mrs i Griswoldy Mrsi Dietrichson; Mrs. Dowling, Mrs.
Spear, Mrs, McKnight; Mrs: Benhett, Mrs. Colby and Miss Kercher: There were also
present Mrs. T A Pederson, chaitman of Dakota County) Mrsi Ds L. Grannis of South
St. Faul, and Miss chilq.

The minutes of the previous meeting were resd ang approved

Treasurer's Report - In the absence of Mrs. Cant, Miss Lusk read the treasurer's
report. The balanage September 1 was $1,271.28, Receipts during the month totaled
$660.80, of which $330.75 was received in auotas. Disbursements during Jeptember
amounted to $960.66, leaving a balance October 1 of 5871.42. Bills payable were
read, amounting to $427,15. IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Spear, second of Mrs,
Griswold, that the treasurer's report be accepted and the bills allowed.

Mrs. Dowling reported a recommendation by the Olivia League that the state Learue do
not assume responsibility for the . bill of $67 for fees #in the Renville County case,
It was therefore agreed to let the matter drop.

surveys of Voting Habits - At the request of the chair, Miss Child reviewed the
sugpestion discussed by Mrs, Wittich in past board meetings that representative
precitcts in the three first-cldss citiss be surveyed before the state converitioh,
The secretary read letters commehiting on the excellence of the survey plany from
Professor Holcombe of the Department of Government of Columbia University and Dr.
Cheppard of the Robert Brookings Graduate School of Economié¢s and Government.

The question as to whether the state or local League meet the cost of the printed or
mime ographed blanks needed for the survey was djscussed, Miss Child reported Mrs,
Wittich's recommendation that the state Learue supply the necessary blanks and take
charge of tabulating and analyzing the data obtained. 3IT WAS VOTED on motion of
Mrs+ Spear, second of Miss Lusk, to approve Mrs. Wittich's recommendatiion.

Work in Support of New Maternily and Infancy Measure - The secretary read a letter
from Miss Sherwin urging active work by state Leagues in communicating first-hand
information about Cheppard~ Towner work in the state to each congressman before his
return to Washington., The chair then explained that the yuestionnaire received
last sp ring from the National League of Women Voters Child Welfare Committee had
been filled out by Mrs. D. L, Grannis, in view of Mrs. Griswold's inabjlity to give
the necessary time, Mrs, Grannis reported upon the questionnaifire and mentioned the

appointment of Dr, Hartley as part-time director of the Division of Child Hygiene ,
following the resipnation of Dr. Ruth Boynton.

At the request of the chair, Miss Child reported upon the follow-up ifi each congres -
sional district of the September letter to loecal League chairmen, to assure each
congressman being interviewed by a Leapgue representative in company with a
"Sheppard- Towner mother", The date of return to Washington of each congressman was
learned by wire last week. In two districts, the seventh and the ninth, the con«
gressmen have already left for Washington. Facts for other districts follow:

Districet T - Speecial follow-up letter to Lespyes in Winona and LeRoy
IT = Speoial follow-up letter to Redwood Falls Leapue
IIT = Special follow-up letter 4o Kenyon League. Mrs, Grannis will
see Congressman Andresen in South St. Paul on November 10,
Mrs . Ringstad also apreed to see him in company with women
from Northfield.
- Miss Lusk agreed to report ipon an interview with Congressman
Maas of St. Payl arranged by the Ramsey County League Child
Welfare chairman,
Mrs« McKnight asked Miss Wells to represent the Minneapolis
Leagye in interviewing Congressman Newton. ‘
Special follow~yp letter to Leagues in St. Cloud & Elk River.
Miss Lawrence reporteq that Congressman Knutson is to be in-
vited to attend one of the mothers' classes in St. Cloud.




-

The O0livia League commuhicated with Congressman Kvale and arranged
to send him the original letters seoured from women in Renville (Co.

Mrs. Spear reported that the Duluth Leog ue has delepated to Mrs,
Searls, the new Public Welfare in Government chairman, responsiibi-
lity for interviewing Congressman Carss,

Mr. Selvig drove to Washington with his family early in September.
Letters from individual women will be sent him,

Mrs . Sherwin reported that she expects to drive to Cambridge with
Some women from Monticello to interview Congressman Goodwin,

State Convention - Mrs, Weeks reported a tentative outline of the convention program,
prepared at the reayest of the Executive Committee, Two buffet supper meetings in
private homes on Tuesday and Friday were sugpested to substitute for the reception
to delegates and the orgenization conference held in previous years, Miss Child re-
commended also a plan for luncheon or late afternoon conferences of local League
department chairmen with the state League chairman of the same department ,

Recommendations of the Executive Committee on chairmen of convention committees were
reportedy IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs ., Pietrichson, second of Miss Lusk, that Mrs.
Colby be asked to accept =ppointment as chairman of the committee on budget.

IT WAS VOTED on mgtion of miss mopuhin, second of Miss Lawrence, that Mrs., Roulo of
Duluth be asked to accept appointment as chairman of the committee on nominations.

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Monahan, second of Miss Lawrence , that Mrs, Spear be
appointed as ohairman of the committee on revision of the Constitution and By-Laws 4

‘The following poésible Constitution and By-Law changes were discussed:

Personell of Nominating Committee - to consist of congressional district repre-
sentatives instead of the chairman of each congressional district,.

Membership and Dues - Miss Wells asked the opinion of each member of the board
as to the desirability of changing the present provisions that no dyes
shall be required es a condition of membership. Miss Monahan and Miss
Lawrence favored keeping the present provisions while other board members
spoke in favor of requiring dues, the amount to be determihed by loeal
Leagyes

of the State Board - Miss fiells asked the board to discuss the suerestion
of increasing the size of the board and reported the following facts for
the present board: Tt allows for 32 different members but actually has,
owing to duplication and Wcancies, a present membership of 23, The
average attendance for the ten meetings since the lust ¢convention is 13.2.
The attendance of individuyal members of the board at these 10 meetings was:

2 } Wells 5 Miss Monahan, Mrs. Gaus

8 Mrs. Cant, Miss Lusk, 4 Mrs. Thorp, Mrs. Colby, Mrs.
- Colby risweld, Miss Kercher, Miss

otsford and Mrs. Weeks

Mrs. Ringstad, Mrs. Dowvling, Mrs. Bennett, Mrs, Marble,
Mrs, Spear, Mrs, Wittigh and Mrs ., Botsford and Mrs. MeGuire
] | iy " P
Miss Lawrence Mrs . Cobb and Mrs. Dietrichmon
Mre. Ramsey, Mrs, McKnight

The secretary read from the minutes of the National League board, recgommending that
board membership be restricted to active workers, The possibility of having ah
honorary, advisory group was mentioned, The desiirability of increasing the size of
the boar d in order to have more women informed on the policy and procedure of the
stete League and prepared to £i11 vacancies in committee or department chairmans hips
It was suggested that the danger in adding to the boargd would be to
ase the respongibility of individual members, '

edjourned at 1300 P.M. for luncheon and re-convened at 1:49 P.M.
Institute of Government - The auestion of Institute finance and registration fees
was submitted to the board by the chair., IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Griswold,
second of Mrs, Ringstad, that Mrs, Colby be esked to serve as chairman of the Com-
mittee on Institute Finance. IT WAS VOTED oh motion of Mrs, Dietrichson; second of
Mrs. Bowling, that Mrs, Wittich be asked to serve on the committee, There was
general discussion of the amount of the registration fee and it was thought that a
fee of 33 would not limit attendance from the state at large, Tt was agreed that
the decision as to the fee be left with the Finance Committee.




The chair ssked that the responsibility of board members for securing attendance at
the Institute be discussed, IT WAS VOTED on motioh of Mrs . Dowling, second of Mrs.,
Colby, that Mrs, Weeks be asked to assume responsibility for conferring with each
board member as to possible help in promoting Institute ettendance. Mrs . Weeks
called the roll of members present -nd recorded the specific help volunteered. Tt
Was agreed that eceh member of the board should also be asked to assume reaponsibili-
ty for the sale of 5 Institute tickets ,

It was agreed that Mrs. Sherwin be asked to represent the state League in hospitali-
ty to out-of-town women 2ttending the Institute and convention and that the distriet
chairman and Miss Beggin should share this respon#ibility. Mrs. Dowling sugrested
that Mrs. Dieudonne be asked to assist zlso,

Supplementing this plan, it was suggested that enterteinment in private homes be
arranged through the Hospitality Committee of the Minneapolis League ang through the
assikgtance of stute board members . Miss Lusk reported the tentative plan of the
Ramsey County League to arrcnge for daily automobile transportation, from certain
points in St. Payl, to the Institute sessions.

1927-28 Program of Work - The secretary read Miss Sherwin's letter outlining federsl
measures in the Leeguwe program for support in this Congress, There followed disous-
sion of the items in a proposed Program of Work for Minnesota to be sent out to
local Leagues in advance of convention, The following items were agreed. upon:

Maternity and Infancy

Jury service for women

Reorganization of state government

Arbitration and disarmament

Pre-election activities such as;

Vote surveys
Candidates! meetings

It was further agreed that the following Methods of work should be proposed as part
of the program: One-day schools

Study groups

Discussion methogd

Speakers
It was agreed that the mesgures supported in the last state legfislature, for whioh
additional preparation must be m:de before the next legis lature, should be included
in the program of one~day schools, together with & discussion of the organization
and work of the League ,

IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Mon:h:n, segond of Mrs s Weeks, that the nbove program
be sent out to loecal Lecgues preliminary to its proposal for adoption at the state
convention,

Miss Monahan asked whether anything had ever been done to request the U, s.
Children®s Bureau to conduct a survey in Minnesota of conditions affecting women in
industry, as s preéparation for the support of needed legislation. Mrs. Dietrichson
explained that sych g request should clear to the Women{s Bureau from the State
Industrial Commission, Tt was sugerested that such a study miecht possibly be made
by an Interim Committee of the state Legisletyre or by o special commission
appointed by the governor, IT WAS VOTED on motion of Mrs. Weeks , second of Miss
Kercher, that the board authorize Mrs, Dietrichson to mske inauiry as to the possi-
bility of securing & state-wide survey of conditions for working women through one
of the agencies suggested.,

Reports of Distriet Chairmen w Mrs ., Ringstad reported for the THIRD DISTRICT men-
tioning regent activitie s in the Northfield Lespue, Miss Lusk reported for the
FOURTH DISTRICT that orgenization is now practically completed in all wirds. Mrs.,
Spear reported for the EIGHTH DISTRICT upon activities in Duluth., Mrs, Roulo is to
Fo to Nashwayk to Spexk before the new local Lezgue there. Mrs, Spear plans to
visit Nashwauk and Carlton in the interest of orgenization, in the neur future,
Organization ang meetings of the League in the Duluth State Teschers College will be
resumed in December, Mrs, Sherwin, of the TENTH DISTRICT reported a visit to the
E}k River League in the SIXTH DISTRICT and saiq that the ﬁonticello Lesgue will join
With the Elk River League in planning Lesagye #otivities for the coming yeﬁr.

Miss Chilg reported a messuge from Miss Beggin that she recently talked wit h Mrs, S
D. Morrison in regard to serving the state Lengue as FIRST DISTRICT chairman, te
Slcceed Mrs, Bots ford of Winona resigned, 1IT WAS VOTED on motion of Miss Lusk,

Second of Miss Monahon, to nsk Mrs. J« D Morrison of Winona to accept appointment
a8 chairman of the first distriet.

The meeting adjourned on motion at 4:30 P.M.,
Respeotfully submitted,

Ruth Gage Coldy, Secretary




coples, together with enclosures below, sent to local Lesgues eand bosrd members

THE MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

1639 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis, Minn.
! Telephone: Atlantic 1171

DIRECTORS OFFICERS STANDING CoMMITTEE CHATRMEN
zerh ietrichs
Mrs. R. M, Bennett, Minneapolis President Fﬁio?crgic%e;?e&?g;'en in Industry
%}rs, %}Pﬁh’ﬂ{cs, St\.{Paul : Miss Marguerite M, Wells Isabel Lawrence, Education
rs. W. H. Thorp, Minneapolis First Vice-President Mrs. Myra Griswold, Child Welfare
Mrs. W. C. Gobb, Brainerd Mix. Bridoon o an Florence Monahan, Legal Status of Women
. RN, i ._Gaus,
Mrs. Walter R. Ramsey, St. Paul Second Vice-President Public Health and Social Hygiene
Mrs. A. J. McGuire {\]Ecc K{:]J:CIIC’I', [raw'l';:nforqmem
CoNGRrESSIONAL District Vice-PRESIDENTS = Third Vice-President ! Martha Botsford, Living Costs
frs. Sumner T. McKnight
Mrs. O. M. Botsford, Winona, First District Secretary
Mrs. Edward Ringstad, Northfield, Third District Mrs.Woodward Colby Li C. Weeks ) ) )
Miss Cornelia Lusk, St. Paul, Fourth District st Ercdoril W, Wiperktion to Prevent War
Mrs. S. T. McKnight, Minneapolis, Fifth District Mrs, Harold G. Cant Efficiency in Government
Mrs. M. J. Dowling, Olivia, Seventh District T
3}“5 ](..-c?:ge ax fipear, Duluth, Rism" District Executive Secretary Office Secretary
Mrs. J. Pierce Wolfe, Moorhead, Ninth District Oaitﬁﬁglﬁ\ i‘{gtlh, Miss Anita Hampe

1 9-2 79

DepaRTMENT CHAIRMEN

To Be Disoussed with Members of Your Board

Dear local League Chairman:

I enclose the Program of Work for 1927-28 recommended by the state board at its
meeting last week, I would like to have you discuss this suggested program in
your local League in order that your delegates may be prepared to vote upon its
adoption in the business session of our state convention on Saturday morning,
December 3, No definite instructions need be given your delegates since the
convention is a deliberative body. Your disoussion will, however, help your
representative to be an "informed voter".

Other CONVENTION EVENTS in which we hope your League will be represented are
two "fireside evenings" to be held at private homes when delegates will be
guests at a buffet supper.

A League Evening on Tuesday, November 29.
The League and our relation to it will be discussed by the fascinat-
ing new method introduced by Professor Harrison Elliott and adapted
by Mrs. Wittich's "Talk It Over" pamphlet., The subject of this dis-
cussion will be, "Does the League of Women Voters fill a necessary
place in our present political life?" :

A Local League Evening on Friday, December 1, at which representatives of
local Leagues will be asked to tell about the most interesting
piece of local League work during the year, And we shall have an
opportunity for helpful, informal discussion of problems connected
with our League work,

There will also be luncheon or late afternoon CONFERENCES OF DEPARTMENT CHAIRMEN
in local Leagues - Public Welfore in Government, Efficiency in Government and
International Cooperation to Prevent War - with the state League department
chairman, to disouss together the program of work for the department. We hope
all three of your department chairmen will be there. And there is the
CONVENTION LUNCHEON on Saturday, December 3, at which we shall present as
speaker one of the most interesting women in the country.




e
Delegates' credentials will be sent you for those who will represent your
League in the convention business session and in the special events planned
for local league delegates. Admission to these will be limited to accredited
delegates and extra credentials will be supplied you to meet all possible
need,

The INSTITUTE is open to the public. " Please help us to spread the news as
widely as possible. There will be a registration fee of $2.50, providing ad-
mission to all sessions of the Institute and to the mass meeting on Thursday
evening at which President Glenn Frank of the University of Wisconsin, former
editor of the Century Magazine, is the speaker.

I enclose a list of questions that I would be glad to have you answer and
return promp tly in the enclosed, stamped envelope, for the information of
those in charge of convention arrangements. Do not wait to secure one mis-~
sing pieoce of information but fill in the questionnaire as far as you can
now and let us have it by November 1 at the latest. Otherwise we shall be
much handicapped in our oonvention arrangements.

I am looking forward to meeting you and others from your League at the
"fireside suppers" that are to be a feature of our program this year for the
first time. We shall have an opportunity to become acquainted and to talk
over mutual interests for two whole evenings.

I suggest as our goal for the 1927 Institute and Convention, "No local League
without representation",

Cordially yours,

Q’ﬁ\a.uaum;ﬁ Y. lDQ‘p-QaD

Marguerite M, Wells,
President

MVW ms
Enecs .

P+S. Have you considered possibilities for reising money to pey all or part of
the expenses of an official representative from your League? We shall be glad
to cooperate by securing entertainment far her in a private home in Minneapolis
or by arranging for & low weekly hotel rate, -




pies, sent with local Les rue letter.
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Minnesota League of Women Vaoters
Ootober 19, 1927 I'n ba returned by Novembsr 1

LOCAL LEAGUE CONVENTION REPORT

Name of Leagua

Date of last annual elesction of officers

Regular meeting day (if any)

How many meetings have been held in the past year {since Nov, 1, 1927)7?

How many coredantials for CONVENTION DELEGATES do you wish?

Names of Department Chairmen (if appointed):

Efficiency in Government

Fublic Welfare in Government

International Cooperation to Prevent War

of women who may attend Institute to whom special information on program,
acoommodations available, eto. should be sent

1927 Convention Goal

NO LOCAL IEAGUE WITHOUT REPRESENTATION




League letter

Minnesota League of Women Voters
PROGRAM OF WORK
1927-28

"The League of Women Voters is making a creative attack upon
indifference and ignorance through treining in citizenship
and by supporting needed legislation. The League believes in
a program of education which prepares for action."

The coming yeer is a presidential election yesr (occurring every four years) and the
year of the Generel Election (occurring every two years) in which state and county
officers are chosen: It is not a year in which the biennium meeting of the state
legislature is heldi The Program of Work proposed for adoption by the state League
at the convention session on Vecember £, therefore represents a program of activi-
ties especially plenned fer the year ending October 61, 1928.
PRE-EL#CTION ACTIVITIES
Such as:
Surveys of Voting Habits - Candidates' Meetings
Encouraging participation of qualified voters in every step of the
process by which public officials are nominated and elected, in-
cluding caucuses, primeries, conventions, elections
Encouraging the service of qualified women in public office
PUBLIC WELFARE IN GOVhRNMENT
Continued inquiry into state activities under Shepoard-Towner Act, looking
toward possible support of new federal Maternity and Infancy
measure
Viork to assure inclusion of women's nemes in local jury panels in countiecs
where, for verious reasons, women have not been listed for jury
service
Work to interest women in accepting service as jurors
Study of hydro-electric power in its relation to the public welfare
EFFICIENCY IN GOVeRNMmNT
Continuved study of
a) Administration of Minnesote state goverment
b) Operation of nomination end election procedure
INTERNATIONAL COOPsRATION TO PReVSNT wWAR
Study end support of measures:
Previding for the settlement of internationsl difficulties by

arbitration and

Permitting the United States to take part in internationsl reduction
of ermements

Support of the entry of the United States into the World Courst
METHODS OF WORK

One-Dazy Schools for Voters

Discussion Method

Study Groups

Treining speakers to present facts
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November lst,
1. 827

Dear Board Member:

Mrs. A. J. MoGuire has invited the state board to hold
its November meeting at her home, 444 Otis Avenue, St.
Paul. The day will be, as usual, the second Friday of
the month - November 11.

The all-day meeting will begin at 10:30 a.m. This is
the last meeting of the board before the opening day
of the Convention and Institute on November 29. There-
fore, all final Convention plans must be made at this
meeting.

Mrs . McGuire's home can be reached by the Selby-Lake
carline or by the Marshall-Lake bus, from Minneapolis
or St. Paul. Get off at Otis Avenue, one block from
the St. Paul end of the Lake Street bridge, and go two
blocks North (toward the Franklin Avenue bridge).

Please let us know whether you will attend and whether
we may make a luncheon reservation for you.

Sincerely yours,

vy Vi a
¢y . e

=

-3 -{,('._r t:’\-—f_.l‘

o’
Emily Child,
Executive Secretary







	00191-00160-JPG-00001
	00191-00160-JPG-00002
	00191-00160-JPG-00003
	00191-00160-JPG-00004
	00191-00160-JPG-00005
	00191-00160-JPG-00006
	00191-00160-JPG-00007
	00191-00160-JPG-00008
	00191-00160-JPG-00009
	00191-00160-JPG-00010
	00191-00160-JPG-00011
	00191-00160-JPG-00012
	00191-00160-JPG-00013
	00191-00160-JPG-00014
	00191-00160-JPG-00015
	00191-00160-JPG-00016
	00191-00160-JPG-00017
	00191-00160-JPG-00018
	00191-00160-JPG-00019
	00191-00160-JPG-00020
	00191-00160-JPG-00021
	00191-00160-JPG-00022
	00191-00160-JPG-00023
	00191-00160-JPG-00024
	00191-00160-JPG-00025
	00191-00160-JPG-00026
	00191-00160-JPG-00027
	00191-00160-JPG-00028
	00191-00160-JPG-00029
	00191-00160-JPG-00030
	00191-00160-JPG-00031
	00191-00160-JPG-00032
	00191-00160-JPG-00033
	00191-00160-JPG-00034
	00191-00160-JPG-00035
	00191-00160-JPG-00036
	00191-00160-JPG-00037
	00191-00160-JPG-00038
	00191-00160-JPG-00039
	00191-00160-JPG-00040
	00191-00160-JPG-00041
	00191-00160-JPG-00042
	00191-00160-JPG-00043
	00191-00160-JPG-00044
	00191-00160-JPG-00045
	00191-00160-JPG-00046
	00191-00160-JPG-00047
	00191-00160-JPG-00048
	00191-00160-JPG-00049
	00191-00160-JPG-00050
	00191-00160-JPG-00051
	00191-00160-JPG-00052
	00191-00160-JPG-00053
	00191-00160-JPG-00054
	00191-00160-JPG-00055
	00191-00160-JPG-00056
	00191-00160-JPG-00057
	00191-00160-JPG-00058
	00191-00160-JPG-00059
	00191-00160-JPG-00060
	00191-00160-JPG-00061
	00191-00160-JPG-00062
	00191-00160-JPG-00063
	00191-00160-JPG-00064
	00191-00160-JPG-00065
	00191-00160-JPG-00066
	00191-00160-JPG-00067
	00191-00160-JPG-00068
	00191-00160-JPG-00069
	00191-00160-JPG-00070
	00191-00160-JPG-00071
	00191-00160-JPG-00072
	00191-00160-JPG-00073
	00191-00160-JPG-00074
	00191-00160-JPG-00075
	00191-00160-JPG-00076
	00191-00160-JPG-00077
	00191-00160-JPG-00078
	00191-00160-JPG-00079
	00191-00160-JPG-00080
	00191-00160-JPG-00081
	00191-00160-JPG-00082
	00191-00160-JPG-00083
	00191-00160-JPG-00084
	00191-00160-JPG-00085
	00191-00160-JPG-00086
	00191-00160-JPG-00087
	00191-00160-JPG-00088
	00191-00160-JPG-00089
	00191-00160-JPG-00090
	00191-00160-JPG-00091
	00191-00160-JPG-00092
	00191-00160-JPG-00093
	00191-00160-JPG-00094
	00191-00160-JPG-00095
	00191-00160-JPG-00096
	00191-00160-JPG-00097
	00191-00160-JPG-00098
	00191-00160-JPG-00099
	00191-00160-JPG-00100
	00191-00160-JPG-00101
	00191-00160-JPG-00102
	00191-00160-JPG-00103
	00191-00160-JPG-00104
	00191-00160-JPG-00105
	00191-00160-JPG-00106
	00191-00160-JPG-00107
	00191-00160-JPG-00108
	00191-00160-JPG-00109
	00191-00160-JPG-00110
	00191-00160-JPG-00111
	00191-00160-JPG-00112
	00191-00160-JPG-00113
	00191-00160-JPG-00114
	00191-00160-JPG-00115
	00191-00160-JPG-00116
	00191-00160-JPG-00117
	00191-00160-JPG-00118
	00191-00160-JPG-00119
	00191-00160-JPG-00120
	00191-00160-JPG-00121
	00191-00160-JPG-00122
	00191-00160-JPG-00123
	00191-00160-JPG-00124
	00191-00160-JPG-00125
	00191-00160-JPG-00126
	00191-00160-JPG-00127
	00191-00160-JPG-00128
	00191-00160-JPG-00129
	00191-00160-JPG-00130
	00191-00160-JPG-00131
	00191-00160-JPG-00132
	00191-00160-JPG-00133
	00191-00160-JPG-00134
	00191-00160-JPG-00135
	00191-00160-JPG-00136
	00191-00160-JPG-00137
	00191-00160-JPG-00138
	00191-00160-JPG-00139
	00191-00160-JPG-00140
	00191-00160-JPG-00141
	00191-00160-JPG-00142
	00191-00160-JPG-00143
	00191-00160-JPG-00144
	00191-00160-JPG-00145
	00191-00160-JPG-00146
	00191-00160-JPG-00147
	00191-00160-JPG-00148
	00191-00160-JPG-00149
	00191-00160-JPG-00150
	00191-00160-JPG-00151
	00191-00160-JPG-00152
	00191-00160-JPG-00153
	00191-00160-JPG-00154
	00191-00160-JPG-00155
	00191-00160-JPG-00156
	00191-00160-JPG-00157
	00191-00160-JPG-00158
	00191-00160-JPG-00159
	00191-00160-JPG-00160
	00191-00160-JPG-00161
	00191-00160-JPG-00162
	00191-00160-JPG-00163
	00191-00160-JPG-00164
	00191-00160-JPG-00165
	00191-00160-JPG-00166
	00191-00160-JPG-00167
	00191-00160-JPG-00168
	00191-00160-JPG-00169
	00191-00160-JPG-00170
	00191-00160-JPG-00171
	00191-00160-JPG-00172
	00191-00160-JPG-00173
	00191-00160-JPG-00174
	00191-00160-JPG-00175
	00191-00160-JPG-00176
	00191-00160-JPG-00177
	00191-00160-JPG-00178
	00191-00160-JPG-00179
	00191-00160-JPG-00180
	00191-00160-JPG-00181
	00191-00160-JPG-00182
	00191-00160-JPG-00183
	00191-00160-JPG-00184
	00191-00160-JPG-00185
	00191-00160-JPG-00186
	00191-00160-JPG-00187
	00191-00160-JPG-00188
	00191-00160-JPG-00189
	00191-00160-JPG-00190
	00191-00160-JPG-00191
	00191-00160-JPG-00192
	00191-00160-JPG-00193
	00191-00160-JPG-00194
	00191-00160-JPG-00195
	00191-00160-JPG-00196
	00191-00160-JPG-00197
	00191-00160-JPG-00198
	00191-00160-JPG-00199
	00191-00160-JPG-00200
	00191-00160-JPG-00201
	00191-00160-JPG-00202
	00191-00160-JPG-00203
	00191-00160-JPG-00204
	00191-00160-JPG-00205
	00191-00160-JPG-00206
	00191-00160-JPG-00207
	00191-00160-JPG-00208
	00191-00160-JPG-00209
	00191-00160-JPG-00210
	00191-00160-JPG-00211
	00191-00160-JPG-00212
	00191-00160-JPG-00213
	00191-00160-JPG-00214
	00191-00160-JPG-00215
	00191-00160-JPG-00216
	00191-00160-JPG-00217
	00191-00160-JPG-00218
	00191-00160-JPG-00219
	00191-00160-JPG-00220
	00191-00160-JPG-00221
	00191-00160-JPG-00222
	00191-00160-JPG-00223
	00191-00160-JPG-00224



