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STATE

the state of Minnesota.

ready to submit amendments to the 1963 legislature.

3. Home rule.

4. Constitutional revision by convention.

PROGRAM

CURRENT AGENDA (state governmental issues chosen by the convention for concerted action.)

I. The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will work for amendments to improve the constitution of

Adoption of this item means: 1) the LWV recognizes that, for the present, the most feasible method of constitutional revision
is. by amendment; 2) it will be prepared to propose amendments to the legislature as well as to influence voter acceptance or
rejection of those proposed by the legislature. A three-pronged approach is anticipated: study and consensus on amendments
which will appear on the 1962 ballot; an overall look at the constitution to assess which articles need early revision; arrival
at a more precise position on changes in a particular article. Should Governor Andersen appoint a committee to recommend
amendments, its study might well affect our own. Hopefully, with guidance from the 1962 Council meeting, we will be

Mns. Albert Richiter, Chairman

II. The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will continue its support of the principles of employment
on merit and will study other problems of discrimination.

This item will include a concentration of concern on the issues of employment and housing, and an emphasis on the special
problems of the Minnesota Indian which are governmental in nature and subject to governmental solutions.

Mrs. David K@m@, Chairman

CONT[NU]NG RESPONS’B“’TIES (State governmental issues on which the LWV of Minnesota has a

position and on which it may continue to act.)
1. Ethics in government (conflict of interest and lobby regulation).

2. Election laws, party designation, and corrupt practices.
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Not Only That . . .
But

Not only did the 38th biennial Convention of the
LWV of Minnesota adopt a program; it socialized and
exchanged ideas; it caucused; it took inspiration from
the “great expectations” outlined by our state president;
it heard John Bebout on the state of state governments;
it licked its legislative wounds; it got first-hand reports
of the 1961 national LWV Council meeting; it took care
of by-laws, budget, and Board; and it did all this without
holding a “special session.”

WHO CAME?

Only two Leagues were unrepresented; 53 local and
four provisional Leagues sent 268 delegates and 112 ob-
servers, well over half of whom were experiencing their
first convention. Twelve state Board members, one na-
tional Board member (our own Barb Stuhler), two vis-
itors, and 23 Convention workers from the efficient and
gracious hostess League—St. Louis Park—brought the
total attendance to 418. It was a smooth-running opera-
tion from start to finish, thanks to all participants in-
cluding our able staffF—Grace Wilson and Roberta Wil-
liams.




CLIMATE

Warm, not hot; refreshing breezes, but no wind; a
bit of precipitation during the always-moving Hope
Washburn Award presentation; rising and falling baro-
metric pressure as voting progressed on program items;
sunny throughout.

BUDGET, PLEDGES, GIFTS

Only a slight adjustment had to be made in the pro-
posed budget, the cuts falling in office operation, the ac-
crual fund for new equipment, and the item for visual
aids. Of the 11 Leagues who were unable to meet the
suggested pledge for state and national services, three
made special gifts to bring their contribution for this
year close to the suggested sum (White Bear), equal to
it (Granite Falls), or above (St. Anthony). Owatonna
pledged the suggested amount and added a gift, New
Ulm raised its pledge, and several St. Paul members
made a direct gift. (After Convention White Bear sent
another $30 to close the gap; New Ulm added $25.)

LEGISLATIVE REPORT

So much to tell, so much to evaluate. We can only try
to skim the cream from the lobbyists’ remarks. Mrs,
George Seltzer, legislative chairman, briefly reviewed
the fall workshops, the observers’ program, and the
publications—Capitol Letter, How a Bill Becomes a Law,
Lobby by Letter. She concluded with two general obser-
vations: 1) there appears to be slight direct relationship
between the League’s educational activities and what
happens to its program at the legislature; 2) the election
of both senators and representatives genuinely committed
to legislation the League believes important, is basic. If
these observations are valid and if the League wants to
realize its legislative goals, then it may need to consider
ways in which its informed and able members, working
as individuals within the political party of their choice,
can do a better job.

(Interestingly, Representative Esther Fieldman brought
out the same point in her luncheon address the next day.)

Ethics in Government chairman Mrs. Kenneth Sig-
ford reported CONFLICT OF INTEREST the one
ethics area where some legislation was achieved. Passed
first in the House essentially in its original form, the bill
was completely rewritten in the Senate; the House then
concurred in the changes. The law contains little of what
LWV members said they wanted. It does provide sepa-
rate commissions for executive officers and legislators,
Each ‘agency head is directed to issue a code of public
service ethics. In the legislature permanent ethics com-
mittees are to be established in each house to hear
charges, hold hearings, issue advisory opinions; they may
recommend disciplinary action to the appropriate house;
if legal violations occur they may turn the information

over to the attorney general. The code of ethics for legis-
lators is based on the canons of legal ethics of the Bar
Association; it says a legislator should not (rather than
may not) do such things as take another job which
might impair his judgment as a legislator, or vote on a
matter where there is a conflict between his public and
private interest. The lack of any requirement for dis-
closure of personal interest is the most disappointing
omission from the law.

“Some of you,” said Mrs. Sigford, “may feel the emas-
culation is so complete that no law at all would have
been preferable. But several legislators who worked hard-
est for it feel this small beginning may grow into some-
thing far more worthwhile if public interest and pres-
sure are sustained.”

The LOBBY REGULATION story is a short one.
The original bill passed the House by a large vote. The
Senate Civil Administration committee buried it with
unkind words; in their opinion it was “unnecessary.”

CORRUPT PRACTICES. Here Mrs. Sigford noted
the LWV has been following a double track: the bill
from the Governor’s Committee on Ethics in Govern-
ment and the one from the Interim Commission on
Election Laws. League consensus revealed members
were primarily concerned with getting full reporting of
all money actually spent in elections, and with bringing
the volunteer committee under closer control. The Gov-
ernor’s Committee bill was amended to do just that.
What happened to it? Same refrain: passed by the
House, killed by the Senate in committee—Elections this
time. The Senate appears to take a very dim view of
disclosing anything about money spent in elections or
about the legislative process.

No final action on the corrupt practices bill from the
Interim Commission had been taken at Convention
time (nor was there subsequent action). It would have
raised the allowable expenditure limit by five cents for
each vote cast for a particular office in the last election,
plus the same base allowance now provided.

One other election bill, drafted by Louise Kuderling
and now law, implements Amendment No. 4 (passed
with LWV help last fall). It EASES THE 30-DAY
RESIDENCE REQUIREMENT. If a voter moves
within his municipality just before an election, he votes
in his old precinct; if he moves to a new municipality
he gets a certificate of eligibility from his former resi-
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dence which enables him to vote, for that election only,
in his new precinct.

PARTY DESIGNATION. Summing up the remarks
of Mrs. David Kanatz, chairman: In spite of your tre-
mendous “lobby by letter” effort, the bill failed. The
House Elections committee recommended it to pass. Be-
fore it reached the House floor, the Senate Elections and
Reapportionment committee refused to send the com-
panion bill out, even without recommendation. A move
to pry it loose from that committee lost by a close vote on
the Senate floor. Result: our legislators will be elected
without party designation again in 1962.

Lobbyists for the LWV’s Continuing Responsibilities
were introduced by Mrs. W. R. Miller, CR chairman.
Mrs. Byron Cochrane covered CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENTS. She noted that though the record
may seem rather glum, many bills proposing amend-
ments were introduced. The League had a vital concern
in eight introduced in the Senate and 11 in the House.
This means there is dissatisfaction with the present con-
stitution, particularly the legislative article, and revision
is not a dead issue.

Mrs. Harold Watson reported on the League’s concern
for protecting existing legislation dealing with employ-
ment on merit. She also noted passage of the fair hous-
ing bill (effective December 31, 1962) which includes
changing the name of the Fair Employment Practices
Commission to the State Commission Against Discrimi-
nation (SCAD). The age amendment to the FEP law
failed to pass the Senate, though it did pass the House
in regular session.

Mrs. Stanley Kane said for once we were the Status-
Quoers on REAPPORTIONMENT, since the League’s
chief objective was to hold the line on the statute
achieved in 1959 (the Bergerud bill). What’s more, it
was easy! Most legislators have come to accept the idea
of reapportionment. Many are convinced they would
fare far worse if they chanced another court suit by re-
peal or even delay. But she cautioned the League never
again to let reapportionment become an unacceptable or
merely an unfamiliar word in Minnesota. “It is very
likely,” she said, “that the Senate and the rural areas in
general might prefer to work with the present constitu-
tion, carrying it out when either citizens or courts force
them to, but always with the legislative prerogative of
compromising with census figures and manipulating dis-
tricts as the incumbent leaders see fit.”

Reporting on HOME RULE, Mrs. Kane said we have
to be patient yet another session, at least. Only the House
passed the League-supported bill easing the method by
which charter cities and villages could have amended
their documents.

She spoke particularly of the need for metropolitan

WANTED

Leaguers with a yen for study, to join a state
resource committee. New agenda items I and II
need committee research. Requirements: interest
and willingness to work. Outstate residence espe-
cially desirable. Call or write . . .

Mrs. Albert Richter

Item I: Committee on

5038 Gladstone Constitutional
Minneapolis 19, Minn. Amendments
TA 4-5546

Mrs. David Kanatz
2901 O’Henry Road
Minneapolis 12, Minn.  Discrimination

JU 8-4709

Item II: Committee
on Problems of

area cooperation, brought to public attention by the
Metropolitan Sanitary District bill (now dead). Politi-
cal scientists say state legislatures are not facing this
“great submerged continent” of problems. Would it be
possible, she wondered, for a combination of metropoli-
tan leagues to do some thinking along the lines of local
sovereignty (home rule) vs. community cooperation?

“No,” said Mrs. Seltzer in summary, “the legislature
did not produce great things for the League in 1961. But
the very existence of the League is a reminder that good
government is important to pursue and in fact is being
pursued by a group of sincere and dedicated women,
issue by issue.” If the League is less than pleased, it
might examine the “why and how come.” Must its mem-
bers, as individuals, achieve greater political effectiveness
first?

PROGRAM DECISIONS

Thoughtful debate couched in well chosen words,
sophisticated strategy, and a fine spirit of fair play
marked the program discussion. Four Current Agenda
items were voted consideration on the first afternoon:
two recommended by the state Board (constitutional
revision, and problems of discrimination) and two non-
recommended items (a study of state taxes, and the In-
dian problem in Minnesota). The Convention agreed to
discuss all of them before voting on any of them.

It is almost impossible to choose among the many
good points made on the floor, but these few may give
you a flavorful taste.

Constitutional revision. The constitution has been
measureably improved, but before the League can go fur-
ther it needs more exact positions on basic issues. Then

it could go to the legislature and say, “Gentlemen, this
is what we think needs to be done to the constitution.
This is what other states have done. We are willing to
cooperate with you on these specific aspects; we trust
you will be willing to cooperate with us in seeing that
the necessary amendments get on the ballot, since this is
the method you have chosen.” Thus the League would
be fulfilling not only its role but its mission: to improve
the climate and the structure of government in Minne-
sota.

Opposition to the item was based largely on the con-
viction that many members are tired of the subject and
it is not “exciting” enough to attract new members.

Problems of discrimination. Opposition was voiced by
those who believe the subject is too “emotional” or is
being taken care of adequately by other groups.

Those for the item said we have reached a critical
stage in fashioning League program. We must recog-
nize the great sweeping changes in our political and
social scene. Governmental units have moved ahead to
deal with social problems when they affect our general
welfare. If the League is not tough-minded enough and
clear-headed enough to tackle this admittedly tangled
area, then we must question what its ultimate destiny
will be. Structure of government is important, but it is
possible to have a very elaborate structure housing a de-
cadent society whose values are so misplaced as to allow
destruction of the structure. We must demonstrate to
the world that our form of government has meaning for
all the people who live under it.

Tax study. Answering the argument that the item
would be too “political,” proponents said this might be
its strength; Greta Garbo had big feet—she capitalized
on them; Jimmy Durante had a big nose—everybody
loved him for it. Both parties seem to be making taxes
a political football. “Let them punt,” said a delegate.
“The League is ready to receive.” Several stressed the
general interest in this “bread and butter” question;
League members ought to be knowledgeable about it.
Hard to reach consensus? Sixteen of the 18 state Leagues
working on such an item have done so, we were told.

Indian problem. In their Thursday evening caucus ad-
vocates of this item agreed it could be included in the
“problems of discrimination” item and stated this wish
on the floor on Friday.

Voting. A valiant campaign was waged for adoption
of a one-item agenda—any item, but please, only ore.
For a little while it looked as though the Convention
had done just that. Constitutional revision was adopted.
Problems of discrimination lost 106 to 140. Taxes (need-
ing a two-thirds majority because it was a nonrecom-
mended item) lost, 131 for, 115 against. The Indian
problem was decisively voted down as a separate item.
Then came a move to reconsider the second item. It was
tabled until a vote could be taken to reconsider the third
item (taxes). The latter lost; the former was taken from

the table and passed. So the problems of discrimination
item was again before the Convention, and this time it
was adopted, 138 to 120. Much excitement!

Continuing Responsibilities were then adopted with
dispatch, worded as they appear on page one.

The Family Is Growing
. . . and Prospering

Lusty new twins—Albert Lea with 50 members and
Fridley with 52, were recognized as local Leagues by
National one week after our State Convention. Freeborn
county now has its first League and Anoka county its
third.

Both have done an outstanding public relations job
through voters service, distribution of publications, and
taking LWV program to the community. One thousand
copies of “Introducing Albert Lea” were presented to
contributors, schools, and other key people. The first
finance drive went way over the top. Mrs. John Arneson
is Albert Lea’s president; Mrs. R. Drew Miller, former
state Board member and a past president of the Roch-
ester League, was their adviser during the provisional
period. Fridley’s finance drive exceeded the goal, too.
Their local survey will be off the press any day. Presi-
dent is Mrs. James Lehn; adviser, Mrs. Donald Guthrie
of Mahtomedi, also a former state Board member.

Willmar became a new provisional League on May 9
when the state Board recognized it as such. This gives
us a toe hold in Kandiyohi county. Willmar started with
43 paid members, $5 dues, and a budget which includes
$125 for state and national services. Unit discussions be-
gan with “You Are the Government.” All members re-
ceived a copy prior to the meetings. Mrs. Robert Johnson
is president; adviser is Mrs. John Lundquist of Granite
Falls, a past president there.

This was a year of many successful finance drives, re-
flecting genuine service to the community and careful
planning. We can list only the most outstanding: Brook-
lyn Center, Hibbing, Maplewood, New Ulm, Owatonna,
Rochester, St. Anthony, and St. Cloud. New Ulm merits
special mention. At Convention they increased their
pledge from the suggested $80 to $100. The next week
their drive was so successful that they sent an additional
gift of $25 to the state Board. All this with a membership
of 24.

Special mention also should be made of the increase
in member contributions in Minneapolis, due to actually
“selling” finance to the individual member. For the past
five years the finance committee has visited each unit to
present the needs, and it is paying off—not only in more
gifts but in more willingness to solicit. Without an all-
out effort on both fronts it would be impossible for Min-
neapolis to meet its whopping pledge of $5,650 for state

and national services.




AWARD WINNER, 1961

The LWV’s loss is the League
of Minnesota Municipalities’
gain, but before letting her go
(though we really haven't) she
received tangible recognition
for outstanding service to our
League. The 1961 Hope Wash-
burn Award went to Mrs. Ken-
neth Sigford of Roseville. Bar-
bara Stuhler, last year's winner
and this year’s presenter, said
“Name a League job and Jan
has done it,” then ticked off an imposing list at both the
local and state levels. The most recent, of course, is first
vice president on the state Board and chairman of Ethics
in Government. Jan also has been chairman for a Coun-
cil and a Convention; she has organized area confer-
ences; made countless speeches for the League; testified
at the legislature.

To know all this is to know the scope of her League
work. To know her qualities of leadership, the depth
and intensity of her involvement, you have to know Jan.
To know she is a good wife and mother you have to
know her talented family of five. She likes camping,
hiking, climbing mountains. “We might even go so far,”
said Barb, “as to call Jan an older All-American girl.”

Academic background? Political science! She held the
Ueland fellowship, named for the founder of the Min-
nesota LWV, and the only one for women graduate stu-
dents in political science at the University of Minnesota.
A League natural, she is also a natural for her new job,
come August, as editor of Minnesota Municipalities and
assistant to the director of the League of Minnesota
Municipalities.

The fact that 14 others also were nominated for the
Hope Washburn Award this year is evidence of the
many, many outstanding women in the League. We
can be nothing but grateful for this continuing em-
barrassment of riches.

Mgs. Sicrorp

And if You Missed it in the Newspapers . . .

Barbara Stuhler is the first woman to be invited to at-
tend the Wilton Park conference, sponsored by the Brit-
ish government, since its beginning in 1946. It will be
held in Sussex July 16 to 29. The subject: “The Two
Sides of the Atlantic Community: North America and

Europe.”

Nuggets From John Bebout

Mr. Bebout, addressing the Convention on the future
of state governments, said he had three stock speeches
and would give us a condensed version of all of them—
laments, orchids, and the “onward and upward” bit. (He

is director of the Temporary Commission on Revision
and Simplification of the Constitution of New York
State.) The “neglect” laments:

® States have failed to take initiative, particularly in
helping urban areas solve their complex problems.

® They have not kept the organization, management,
and procedures of state government in step with mod-
ern needs, nor do many make the required tax effort.

The “outmoded” laments:

e States are obsolete, not natural units; state lines cut
through communities of interest.

e Constitutional weaknesses restrict and enfeeble states,
encourage the trend toward Washington; legislatures
are weighted on the rural side, so urban interests find
it easier to get responses from Congress. (Even the
U. S. Senate, in spite of area representation, is an “ur-
ban” body because in most states urban voters are in
the majority and senators have to cater to them to get
elected.)

e States devote less money to research and planning than
federal and local government, or private enterprise.

® High caliber men are not attracted to, or do not stay
in, state government; they tend to use it as a stepping
stone.

The “threat to the nation” lament:

e “States rights” extremism is destroying the fabric of
liberty.

Orchids:

e States still do provide a system for decentralization;
they have helped to avoid the two extremes of bureau-
cratic centralization and excessive fragmentation.

e State-local functions and services are growing, as is
personnel employed; expenditures have increased
faster at the state-local level than at the federal.

* States do pioneer in such areas as higher education,
public welfare, roads, conservation, land use, recrea-
tion, civil and human rights.

® They have, and will keep, possession of the tools for
dealing with many domestic problems, especially those
of the metropolitan area, since they have control over
reorganization of local governments and legal power
over land use.

® Largest orchid of all—they provide unparalleled op-
portunity to practice politics, high and low!

Onward and upward:

For better or for worse, states are here to stay. “Think
how impossible it would be to reduce the number of
stars in the flag,” quipped Mr. Bebout. If we seek vitality
rather than obsolescence we have to get over the ambiva-
lence of decrying the power of the federal government
and yet refusing to unleash the states to fill the vacuum
which the people want filled. Preservation of the states
will depend on whether or not we determine, for the

public good, to make the necessary effort. “The League

of Women Voters,” said Mr. Bebout, “is the only na-

tional organization which has really ‘caught’ this need.”
* * #*

A sage bit from Mrs. Anderson’s presidential report to
the Convention seems apropos here: “It has been said
that The Cow will not answer a letter, nor will she heed
a telegram; she might give a faint moo of appreciation
at a television show, but the only way to get milk is to
sit right down beside her and give her your undivided
attention.” Incidentally, if you haven't read the whole re-
port, get a copy from a delegate. You'll never regret it!

Summer Reading on Foreign Policy

Emphasis areas:

1. U. S. farm surpluses and their use in developing

countries.

2. Harmonizing trade relationships between regional

blocks.

3. Liberalizing trade and making adjustments for in-

jured industries.

Note: National LWV publications dealing with these
areas will be out in September. The following will pro-
vide good background reading:

A Proposal: Key to an Effective Farm Policy. Rostow
and Milikin.
The Status of Economic Development. W. W. Rostow.

(Both available in paperback edition and library.)
T'rade, Aid, and the Farm Surplus. O. B. Jesness. (Avail-

able FREE at Pamphlet Room, Coffey Hall, Univer-

sity of Minnesota St. Paul campus.)

Farm Forum Speeches (Can We Export the Surplus,

et al) (Available FREE, Minneapolis Chamber of

Commerce.

. . . Mrs. Elmer Isaksen, Publications Chairman

League Tour of Europe

Will you be aboard? Half the plane space is already
booked, and our travel adviser is in Europe now making
definite arrangements for the piece de resistance of this
tailormade tour—meeting leading women in govern-
ment in Britain, The Netherlands, Belgium, and France.
He also has been asked to make it possible for us to talk
with trade bloc representatives, hopefully from the Inner
Six and the Outer Seven. (Or will the alignment be
seven and six by then?)

Sightseeing won’t be short-changed either. For a first-
timer the itinerary reads like a book of dreams—a tour
of London’s East End, Oxford, the Shakespeare country;
by boat to the Hook of Holland, to Amsterdam via The
Hague, Volendam, the Isle of Marken, a Dutch cheese
factory; Brussels; then Versailles and Paris.

The men (some couples are signed up) may be in-
trigued by the 46th International Motor Show in Lon-
don. For the women, private showings at famous design
houses—Dior, Jacques Fath, Chanel, Balenciaga—can be
arranged in Paris. Some time “at leisure” is provided;
you can take more if it suits you. If you want more de-
tails, write Mrs. O. H. Anderson, 161 Juniper, Mahto-
medi 15, Minn.

Seasoned travelers tell us we are getting a bargain.
Perhaps best of all is the assurance of built-in congeni-
ality.

From the President’s Pen . . .

“Everything’s coming up roses” might be my theme
song as I look back on a most exciting Convention. The
challenging program it chose changes our direction in a
familiar field and expands an old position. This Conven-
tion proved again the quality of the League member in
Minnesota. Your zest, your good nature, your evident
joy in participation in the whole program process made
it a pleasure to wield the gavel. I pay sincere tribute, also,
to the performance of the state Board.

My rosy outlook for the future is further enhanced as
I consider the leaders you have chosen to serve you—the
local League presidents and Board members whom we
have just met in three presidents’ workshops, and the
new state Board. We all feel keenly the honor you have
done us, but the concomitant responsibilities also weigh
heavily upon us.

However talented and knowledgeable and dedicated
we might be, we are committed to doing what you wish
us to do; for this we need a continuing flow of com-
munication, of cooperation, of constructive criticism and
support. Don’t let our leadership be “a lonely kind.” It is
the steady assurance that we have your confidence, and
know you well enough to truly speak for you, that will
give us the inspiration and the courage to do the League
job.

Here’s to our rosy future.
Mns. O. H. Andenson

(And here's a long-stemmed — unsought — American
Beauty to our continuing president.)
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PROPOSED STATE PROGRAM - 1961-1963

PROPOSED CURRENT AGENDA ITEM I

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will study the constitution of the state
of Minnesota, and will propose specific amendments for needed revision.
PRCPOSED CURRENT AGENDA ITEM II
The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will continue its support of the principles
of the Fair Employment Practices Act and will study other problems of discrimination.
PROPOSED CONTINUING RESPONSIBILITIES

These are positions on state issues to which the League of Women Voters of Minne-
sota has given sustained attention and on which it may continue to act.

1. Ethics in government (conflict of interest and lobby regulation)
2., FElection laws, party designation and corrupt practices
3. Reapportionment by amendment

L. Home Rule

Explanation of Proposed Current Agenda

"The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will study the constitution of the state
of Minnesota, and will propose specific amendments for needed revision."

1. This item successfully meets all criteria for League program.
2, It falls under all the League principles which apply.

3. BSince we have been concerned with constitutional shortcomings and working on
the amendments, this is an opportune time for the total membership of the
League of Women Voters to study the basic document. An understanding of the
constitutional is fundamental to an understanding of all problems of state
government .

If a new commission to study constitutional revision is appointed by the
Governor or established by the legislature, we will find ourselves in the
vanguard if we have this item on our current agenda and we would be in a
better position to keep the citizens of Minnesota better informed on
constitutional revision. Under this item the League could study many
subjects sent in as program recommendations such as taxation, education,
reorganization of government, home rule and others.




(2)

"The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will continue its support of the princi-
ples of the Fair Employment Practices Act and will study other problems of dis~-
crimination.®

l. This item is recommended by the Board because of the number of local Leagues
making suggestions in this area.

2. The item meets some of the criteria for League program, and a number of the
principles.

Possible areas of study would be discrimination in employment or housing
because of age, sex, marital status, or minority group membership.

Non Recommended Items

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will work to insure human and civil
rights for all the people of Minnescta with particular reference to housing
and employment.,

A study of Minnesota's Indian citizen with emphasis on areas of welfare,
education and economic opportunity.

Taxation -~ for example: A study of the state tax structure, with emphasis on
sources of revenue and more efficient methods of collecting, equalizing and
distributing tax money.

Study of the Minnesota welfare program.

Ethics in government.

Consumer credit.

Traffic safety factors with regard to a) law enforcement; b) licensing of
drivers; c¢) highway planning; d) citizen education.

Reorganization of state government.

Financing and control of public schools in Minnesota,

Juvenile problems and correctional system in Minnesota.

Study of Minnesota water with emphasis on pollution and conservation of supply.
Home rule for counties.

Election laws, with emphasis on a) requirements for voting, and b) registration
procedure.

A study of the development of a greater metropolitan plan of government, in
contrast to the development of individual suburbs with separate governmental
units, as an answer to such problems as a) law enforcement and b) water usage.
States rights ~ What powers does state have as opposed to national government?
Reapportionment.

Party designation.

Civil Defense.

Aid to distressed areas.




OPEN LETTER TO LEAGUE MEMBERS IN MINNESOTA

The state Board did a most thoughtful and analytical job before it made
its recommencations for State Program for 1961-1963. We realize that we have
a dual role in this situation, (1) to interpret the wishes of the members as
evidenced in thre first round of program suggestions (which came in from 32
local Leagues) and (2) to reflect our own concern for the welfare and continued
hzalth of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota as a whole. We are a statewide
organization, our program should reflect this.

It is our belief that Item I, ""The League of Women Voters of Minnesota
will study the constitution of the state of Minnesota, and will propose
specific amendments for needed revision,” does meet all League principles
and criteria and would weld our membership into a cohesive group, knowledgeable
in the provisions of our basic document, and able to make intelligent proposals
for its revision. Since revision is being accomplished in each session, with
little plan or design, our activities in this field are desperately needed.

The proposed Item II, "The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will continue
its support of the principles of the Fair Employment Practices Act and will study
other problems of discrimination,” is our idea of a civil rights item which could
more properly be on a state program than the wording suggested by the "Committee
for the Promotion of a Civil Rights Item" and sent in by several Leagues. The
state Board has serious reservations as to the item itself -- the duplication
of the work of numerous other organizations, the emotional aspect of the whole
subject, the question as to the statewide appeal. We did not presume to attempt
to evaluate the amount of influence exerted by the work of the committee dedicated
to promoting this item on our state program. We took the suggestion in the civil
rights field at face value, as a sincere expression of our members! desire to be
active in this area. We felt almost a moral obligation to reflect this in our
proposed program. The flood of second round suggestions which we anticipate
will tell us whether we were right or not.

The final choice, as always, is yours. It is you, the member, who at
convention will decide the way we shall go. The state Board fervently hopes
that you will exercise this responsibility with thought, with restraint, and
with a deep concern for our future as an organization.

Mrs. 0. H. Anderson
President
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The state Board is providing enough copies of the Proposed Program for each
unit in your League. We hope this will help all your members to take part in this
grass roots process. We ask your unit members to send their suggestions to the
local League Board promptly, expecting then that your Board will review and
summarize the results and send them to the state Board by April 11, If some
of your units are unable to meet the local Board deadline, we encourage them
to send their suggestions direct to the state office,

On the basis of membership discussion the local Board may:
l. Accept-all or: part of the program as proposed,

2. submit a revision of proposed item or items (this could be a revision
of the wording but not a change in the intent),

3. submit a not recommended item (a new item may net be introduded).

During your discussion of the Proposed State Program we remind you to consider
the workload involved in your proposal. In recommending your item, please include
a definition of your suggestion as well as some indication of the scope of the item.

The state Board reviews this second round of suggestions and submits a Proposed
Program to the State Convention.

CHECKLIST FOR A PROPER PROGRAM

There are two measures of the suitability of proposed Program items. They are the
list of criteria found in the Local Ieague”: Handbook and the principles enumerated
in the National Program. Every proposed item should be thoughtfully checked
against these two measures.

The principles are:

l. The principles of representative government and individual liberty established
in the Constitution of the United States.

2. A system of government which is responsible to the will of the people and which
enables the voter to carry out his obligations as a citizen.

3. A system of government in which responsibility is clearly fixed.

L. A system of government which promotes coordination of the operations of
federal, state, and local governments.

. Governmental organization and administration which contribute to economy
and efficiency.
A merit system for the selection, retention, and promotion of government
personnel.
Legal protection of citizens in their right to vote.
A system of free public education which provides equal opportunity for all.
Protection of minority groups against discrimination.
Removal of legal and administrative discriminations against women.
A system of federal, state, and local taxation which is flexible and equitable.
Fiscal and monetary policies that promote a stable and expanding economy.
Responsibility of government to share in the solution of social and economic
problems which affect the general welfare.
Adequate financing of government functions and services.
Conservation and development of natural resources, in the public interest.
Domestic policies which facilitate the solution of international problems
and promoting world peace.
Cooperation with other nations in solving international problems and promoting
world peace.
Development of international organizations and international law to achieve
permanent means of cooperation.
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The criteria are:

- l.

" 2

Kz

1l
5.
6o

Te
8.

9.

Does it come within the Principles of the League of Women Voters?
Is it a governmental problem?

Is the problem one which state government can solve?

Is it the best time to take up the proposed item?

Is the problem basic or only a part of a larger problem?

What would be the source of public funds if they are necessary to carry the
proposed item to auccessful conclusion?

Can the League offer a solution, or work toward a solution?

Will it give League members good experience in citizen action and provide
a good combination of exploratory work and action?

Has the League sufficient knowledge, womanpower, and funds to carry out the
proposal? When it is added to the local League’s responsiblity for local
and national programs will the program load be too heavy?

Will the League duplicate unnecessarily the work of other organizations?
Is there another organization better .adapted to do the job?

Is this the area in which the League can make its most valuable contribution
to the state?

What is the present attitude of the state toward the problem? If it is
unpopular, does the League have the strength and know-how to handle it
successfully?

Will all sections of the state be interested in the problem? Will it bring
together diverse groups?

Is there likelihood of some tangible success?

Will it involve decisions of a professional or technical nature which the
League is not equipped to make?
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League of Women Voters of Minneséta, 15th & Washington S.E., Minneapolis 14, Minn.
062960CC

LOCAL LEAGUES

#Albert Lea
Alexandria
.-Anoka
_Arden Hills
Austin
Battle Lake
Bemid ji
Bloomington
-Brainerd
Brooklyn Center _ J
Buffalo
Cass Lake
Columbia Heights
Crystal
Deephaven
-Duluth
Edina
Excelsior
/Falcon Heights
#*Faribault
Fergus Falls
#Fridley
Golden Valley
Granite Falls
Hibbing
, Hopkins
Jackson
Mahtomedi
Maplewood
McLeod-Hutchinson
Minneapolis
~Minnetonka Village
Moorhead
Mound
New Richland
New Ulm
North St. Paul
Olivia
Owatonna
Red Wing
L Richfield
Robbinsdale
Rochester
~Roseville
St. Anthony
St. Cloud
Ste Croix Valley
St. Louis Park
/St Paul
-Shoreview
Silver Bay
.~South St. Paul
Virginia
Wayzata
Wells
/. West. St. Pail
White Bear Lake
Worthington




M TO: ¥4, dhea, Irens and Fraa

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
15th and WASHINGTON AVES. SE.
FROM: -~ Reberts for Deds MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA

SUBJECT 2nd Eeowmxi of Program daking DATE 3/31/61

Would you please serve cn the committee for the Znd round of progran suggestions.
These are dus in the state effice by April Lith.

Could you mest at 13100 p.me. in the state office an April 1aini
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League of Women Voters of Austin

Austin, Minnesota

April 10, 1941

F- |

League of Women YV rg of Minnesota,
University of Minnesota,

15 & Washington Avenue S.
Minneapolis 14, Minn.

Re: State Program

Mesdames:

. fire - X
I received reports from éonr of our 10 units, as follows:

- All items approved, plus 2, 3 and 10 of non-recommended items.

-~ Approve program but ask that C.A.Item IT included special
emphasis on Indian problem in Minnesotae.

Very truly yours,

C\_.&'VQ_L.. t"l'l/\xl @ ‘]/‘-—-“J\\_ ( /Li"v

Edward) Adele Hryniewiecki










To the State Item Chairman: This propused study of linnesota's Indians has not
been recommended by tThe State Board. However, we would appreciate it if you
would present this information to your membership. 1f they wish it, it can be
recommended to the State Board by your League before April llth and also
supported by your delegates to the State Convention. In our view, this com-

plex problem cannot be studied adequately under a general topic of human rights.
For further ;uior 1ation, please contact: Mrs. T.S. McClanahan (IV 4-5207)
/ /, ?f 11 West Shore Hoad
t/ / 4 A (Rt ?//’ White Bear Lake¢ 10, Minnesota,
M > A {"'}LL’? 2.7 ; = S
Thenk you, g/ P Azt S L1227 6
White Bear Lake League Of Women Vot g
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League of Women Voters of Bloomington

BLCOMINGTON 20, MINNESOTA

April 11, 1961

League of Women Voters
15th and Washington S. E.
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Re: State Current Agenda
Second Round Suggestions

The Bloomington League reviewed the suggested program at
the March unit meetings and indicated as follows:

66 all but 1 voting at these meetings recommended
Item No. 1 on Constitutional Revision

88 - would like both items as recommended.
18 would prefer nonrecommended item on Taxation
5 - would prefer otlier nonrzecommended items.
Of this number -
12 indicated they wanted only one study item - No. 1

1l indicated they wanted only one study item - No. 2

Sincerely,

Ny, U
L -M‘(MIL&"‘LJ"‘ . B

Mrs, Jerry C{rnee
President
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3967 Hayes N. .
Minneapolis 21y Minn.
March 17, 1961

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
15th & Washington Ave. S. E.
Minneapolis 14, Minn.

Dear girls:

At our regular monthly meeting last night (March 16)

we discussed the proposed state current agenda, and decided
that we would very much like to see corrupt practices

and money in elections continue on the current agenda for
another two vears. At this point it doesn't appear

that the state legislature is going to do anything very
dramatic in this departmenty, and while by convention time
they may have come up with something, judging by their
past performance we aren't very excited by the vossibility.
At any rate, we would like the door kept open for this
topies It has generated more interest in our league than
any other we have studied in some time.

We are in favor of the ifem on constitutional revision as
framed in the proposed current agenda.

The FEPC item is certainly worthy of consideration, but

we feel it would be a shame, having gotten such a good

start on corrupt practices and money in electionsy to let

it drop now. We therefore suggest that corrupt practices
ete.y be kept for another two years, with FEPC first in line
for the 1963 convention. We have a feeling that this last
mentioned issue will not have disso¥ved itself by then.

Sincerely,

Retty Johnson

(Mrs. David B. Johnson)
President

Columbia Heights LWV




A 1 10, 1961

Desephaven League of Women
Voters

Deephaven, Minnssota,

Study Item gor State Agenda

Traffic Safety Factors with Rsgard to -
. Law Enforcement
. Licensing of Drivers

é, Highway Planning

4, Citizen Education

This is the study program the members of the Board
at the last Board Meesting voted on.

Mrs, David Bussey
Route #3, Box 452
Excelsior, Minn,




League of Women Voters
514 Lyceum Bldg.,
Duluth, 2, Minn,

March 21, 1961.

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
15th and Washington Ave., S.E.,

Minneapolils, 14, Minn,

Dear Mrs. Anderson:
In 1ts second round of consideration of the Proposed State Program

for 1961-1965, the Board of the League of Women Voters of Duluth

voted for a one item program for current studv.
State Program, that

The 1tem voted for i1s Item II on the Pruposed

is, "The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will continue its support

of the principles of the Falr Emplovment Pract! Act and will study

other problems of discrimination."”

The vote of the Duluth board did not reflect the second round of
timing of the

proposals from the units of the Dpluth Leasue due to the

State convention, April Unit meetiness and Board meeting.
However, the Board did keep in mind the wishes of the majority of
Duluth units in the first round of Platform sugpgestions which was for
a civil rights item including a study of discrimination in housing,.
Constitutional Revision retained as a

The Duluth board wishes

State Continuing Responsibility.

Sincerely, \

. G) .
"-1}-\ L | (e i a“n-‘&-?-r}-‘
(Mrs. John W. Fooley)
Chairman, National C.]
Program, State C.R.(s,
& Lively Issues

Re's,
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF EDINA

Affiliated with the League of Women Voters of the U.S.
April 10, 1961

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
15th & Washington S. E.
Minneapolis 14, Minn.

Dear Leaguers:

Edina Unit discussions of the Proposed State Program for 1961-63
revealed the approval of the Proposed Current Agenda Item #l, the Study of
the Constitution Qfﬁinnesota, and Will propose specifiic smendments for
needed revision, -- with the suggested possibilities in mind.

Only one unit was decidedly for Item #2, with special interest in
fair employment and enti-discrimination. Two other units were wavering,
tho one of these gave Item #1, but wanted special emphesis made regarding
Traffic Safety, perhaps as e C.R. The other uncertain unit sounded like a
tie, so this means I will have to discuss proper methods of asking the
question, strange as it may seem. The total number in sttendance didn't
correspond with the total tally. With the unquestionable outcome of the
other returns, I have not checked back on this one as yet.

The Proposed Continuing Responsibilities were also accepted as listed,
with only a few suggestions of change, such as Indian problem, taxation,
Minn. Welfare problem, and election laws in one unit, =nd the traffic
safety suggestion in the other. There had been a great deal of concern
earlier regarding education standards, teacher qualifications etc., at
meetings I attended, and discussions with members, but none of this appeared
on the reports. This flury was also evident in traffic safety concern, but
has tepered off. Of course, proposed action of the legislature in these
areas has lightened the pressing concern, I am sure, as the whole Edina
League has been following and attending sessions at the legislature more
than ever this year.

TP
Sincerely, p £ !
’:,..I i’..f} - /{"Z 7S (/W
ERINA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

Mre. G. M. Stenson
4811 Bywood West
Edina, 24, Minn.
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF EXCELSIOR
EXCELSIOR, MINNESOTA
April 4, 1961

Leagus of Vomen Voters of Minnesata
15th an ;ashington S.E.
4

M i nnean 1 i 1Yl o

Memo regarding Proposed State
OQur Leaguse
the following mores specific study

feel would have morse state-w

is particular to Tl

Iinnesota's Indian citizen with

emphasis on ar of welfare, education and economis

. ]
opportunity.

s also suggested that

be placed on Continuing Respons=-

Adfiliated with the
Leesue of Women Voters of the L. S,




Marech 29,

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
Fifteenth and Washington S.E.
linneapolis 14, Minnesota

Dear Mesdemes:

Three units comprising the League of Women Voters of Falcon Heights
voted unanimously to support Proposed Current Agende Item I a s
sugegested by the Btate Board. There were twenty four members
present at the three unit meetings. One unit--seven people--
selected only the one item. However eight members (one unit)
placed Item II first on its preference list. The other umit
expressed no preference betiween the two suggested topics.

In all Item II received seventeen votes. One person wanted the
item reworded to incluse Indian problems specifically.

Very truly yours,
Vg 4

%A/i‘f«ﬂw‘" Ce & X<

Marguerite B. Simson
State Item Chairmen
League of Women Voters of
Falcon Heights
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eague of Women Voters of Minnesota, 15th & Washington S.E., Minneapolis 14,Minn

Marzii%%/ jé '_zé s R MWW %2086102%

PROPOSED STATE PROGRAM - 1961-1963

v Leruged /ﬁgggjjzzifﬁ{xz ;;Zﬁ%;g”ﬂzgadﬁ <
re arra UH%ZA%END ITEM 1 Mjl 7
- b;ﬁé Jﬂécé
The' League of Women Voters of Minnesota will study the constltutlon of the state

of Minnesota, and will propose specific amendments for needed revision.

PROPOSED CURRENT AGENDA ITEM II
The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will continue its support of the principles
of the Fair Employment Practices Act and will study other problems of discrimination.
PROPOSED CONTINUING RESPONSIBILITIES

These are positions on state issues to which the League of Women Voters of Minne-
sota has given sustained attention and on which it may continue to act.

l. Ethics in government (conflict of interest and lobby regulation)
2. Election laws, party designation and corrupt practices
B»JfﬂanpﬁsitioﬁﬁEﬁbfﬁiﬁEméhnﬁEﬁt

EL Home Rule

u; U —f 14 Ay T \}6‘ f $ee “ )"‘Q\ 3 ‘{U‘L L{;“’{}"[é' L;Q{Jli’c'i't, -‘:?\.:c ',-‘,_fl -

E;p anation of Proposed Current Agenda

"The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will study the constitution of the state
of Minnesota, and will propose specific amendments for needed revision."

1. This item successfully meets all criteria for League program.

2., It falls under all the League principles which apply.

Since we have been concerned with constitutional shortcomings and working on
the amendments, this is an opportune time for the total membership of the
League of Women Voters to study the basic document. An understanding of the
constitutional is fundamental to an understanding of all problems of state
government .

If a new commission to study constitutional revision is appointed by the
Governor or established by the legislature, we will find ourselves in the
vanguard if we have this item on our current agenda and we would be in a
better position to keep the citizens of Minnesota better informed on
constitutional revision. Under this item the League could study many
subjects sent in as program recommendations such as taxation, education,
reorganization of governme le -

f/w // e 0 RCOFHE & Y M’éz/ a2/
S Ci;izjiij;z24:£/{//‘ éiaff’ 45;222£¢&2L5?’ vk 'ﬁ7téf'(?/i/’ /¢£//ﬂ

7; ”zf( & z/ 421‘{<2?;4{’aé%f7q;ﬁézfif‘zzg_, 2
E?TFEiZ?ZZExiJ%ﬁf{Cfii?héiZ;(ﬂ jijg? (ﬁdfd!é%ifzz;ﬁHa; o ez Brrce o) EFXSO

\-\\¢f'5‘.".4-.




(2)

"The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will continue its support of the princi-
ples of the Fair Employment Practices Act and will study other problems of dis-
crimination.®

1. This item is recommended by the Board because of the number of local Leagues
making suggestions in this area.

2. The item meets some of the criteria for League program, and a number of the
principles.

Possible areas of study would be discrimination in employment or housing
because of age, sex, marital status, or minority group membership.

Non Recommended Items

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will work to insure human and civil
rights for all the people of Minnesota with particular reference to housing
and employment.,

A study of Minnesota's Indian citizen with emphasis on areas of welfare,
education and economic opportunity.

Taxation -~ for example: A study of the state tax structure, with emphasis on
sources of revenue and more efficient methods of collecting, equalizing and
distributing tax money.

Study of the Minnesota welfare program.

Ethics in government.,

Consumer credit.

Traffic safety factors with regard to a) law enforcement; b) licensing of
drivers; ¢) highway planning; d) citizen education.

Reorganization of state government.

Financing and control of public schools in Minnesota.

Juvenile problems and correctional system in Minnesota.

Study of Minnesota water with emphasis on.pollution and conservation of supply.
Home rule for counties.

Election laws, with emphasis on a) requirements for voting, and b) registration
procedure.

A study of the development of a greater metropolitan plan of government, in
contrast to the development of individual suburbs with separate governmental
units, as an answer to such problems as a) law enforcement and b) water ussgge.
States rights ~ What powers does state have as opposed to national government?
Reapportionment.

Party designation.

Civil Defense.

Aid to distressed areas.
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'League of Women Voters of Minneapolis

84 S, 6th St., Room 414 Fe 3-6319 April 5, 1961
Second Round State Program suggestions from the units

38 units reporting out of 44

Approve state program as suggested by the State Board - 15

Most interested in CA 2 = 7

Prefer the wording of the non-recommended item #1 for the Civil Rights item - 6
#1 Sounds like a restudy - 1

CA 1l Would like to emphasize taxation - 2

Would like to add constitutional revision as CR - 1

Comments from the units:

#28 = 2/3 of the unit didntt want to study constitutional revision

#30 - CA 1 is all right if they can hawe CA 2 also. There is not much interest
in #1 however. 1/2 of the unit is opposed to P.D. being on as a CR.

#42 - So many other groups studying civil rights, the League could better study

something else. They would like a more complete study of state Water Resources.
They want FEPC kept as a C.R.

#26 - Leave CA 1 as a C.R. sufficient study has been made for action. Continue

study of ethics ang conflict of interest, there has not been enough study to put
on as a C.R. C.R. s are all right but would like to add P.D.

#21 - Would like substitute for CA 1 - LWV of Minneapolis will study constitution
of the state of Minnesota and will continue to work for a Constitutional Convention.

#53 Program is all right as listed but would like to add:
1. Traffic safety - raising driver age - stiffer law enforcement
2, Water resources study

#15 - Add to C.R.'s taxation

#48 - If it is going to be a 2 item agenda - Civil Rights item should be #1 -
Constitution study should be limited to one or twe areas.

#20 - Doesn't want CA 1 - Concentrate on #2. Drop constitution to the C.R.'s
#33 - Strongly in favor of CA 1

#8 - Felt CA 2 should be eliminated because it i#ms not of interest statewide.

#31 - Tired of constitutional revision

State Item Committee summary of Second Round of program suggestions:

CA 1 - Change wording after comma to: for the purpose of supporting or proposing
specific amendments. (So we can support amendments not proposed by the League.)

#1 is a large item - 2 CA's too large a work load but both are so important. We would
like to limit CA 1 tog governmental reorganizational problems of Executive, Legislative,

and Judieial branches.




| EAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNEAPOLIS

84 South Tenth Street, Room 407, Minneapolis 3, Minnesota
Telephone: Atlantic 6319




CA 2 - The committee hoped would mean an updating of FEPC but will wait until more
legislative action has been taken for further suggestions. (Our meeting was the
night before the open occupancg hearing.)

The Minneapolis Board recommends:

Change CA 1 to conform to Committee suggestions: The LWV of Minnesota will study

the constitution of the state of Minnesota, for the purpose of supporting or preparing
specific amendments.

CA 2 - OK as proposed.

Add: Constitutional Convention as CR 1

CRES as proposed numbered 2, 3, 4 & 5.

Submitted by Mrs. Maynard Reynolds




Seague of “Women Voters

of Minnetonka Village
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MOORHEAD

Moorhead, Minnesota

AR W e Cowllae
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LEAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS oF MOUND
MOUND, MINNESOTA

April 7, 1961

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
15th & Washington S.E.
Minneapolis 14, Minn,

re: Proposed State Program 1961 - 3

After reports from the discussion in both of our unit
meetings, the Board of the League of Women Voters of
Mound supports proposed current agenda item I:

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will study the

constitution of the state of Minnesota, and will propose
specific amendments for needed revision.

Sincerely,

| (L Lk:\

? MDA N

Mrs. Roger Reed
President







o[)eague of ?/M)men %fer;l‘

OWATONNA, MINNESOTA

April 8, 1961

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
15th & Washington S.E,
Minneapolis 1llj, Minnesota

Dear Board Members,

On the basis of membership discussion, the Board of The
League of Women Voters of Owatonna recommends the
following item for state program:

Taxation-- A study of the state tax structure, with
emphasis on sources of revenue and more efficient
methods of collecting, equalizing and distributing
tax money.

We submitted a tax item in the first round, but the above
wording was submitted at that time by another League.

Our members have been in favor of a tax item on our
state agenda for a number of years and at this time the
support for such an item is stronger than ever. We are
all gquite aware of the arguments against such an item
but we are not afraid of work. The fact that such an
item was on the agenda a dozen years ago and no consensus
was reached does not mean that it should not be studied
again for in the light of present conditions our members
will come to some consensus. The League of Women Voters
of Missouri came to a consensus in a state tax item.

Are we so different?

Our members feel that the League of Women Voters should
study the "Number One" problem in state government -
Taxation., Whereby we wouldn't have to create an interest
through education. All Leagues seem to have a membership
problem., We feel that the program item we are suggesting
would be a satisfying one. With such an item our members
would not drift away and through their stimulated interest
would bring new members.

We also feel this is an item that would create real
interest in all communities in the state. Everyone,

as a tax payer, is interested in our state~tax program
and woefully misinformed. We would be performing a real
service to our citizens just by providing information
and building public opinion -~ the first two items in

a definition of League action. We are convinced, too,
that the third item in this definition -- supporting

(or opnosing) legislation would evolve from our study.

Consider what has havpened with "withholding"!
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Lo of Winot Vit

OWATONNA, MINNESOTA

D

This program item is a "natural" to take to the community.
This is the kind of an item that would create real interest
in the League and no doub® would result in increased
support from our contributors.

We feel there is no doubt that this item meets all criteria
and principles for a good program item.

Our members also felt that the study of taxation that would
come under proposed Item #1 would not be sufficient to make
a real contribution to our states tex program nor would it
have sufficient appeal to satisfy our members. It was also
difficult for our league to believe that Item #1 was a
grass root item. No doubt it includes many items relating
to constitutional revision, but we did not feel it was

the intent of those who submitted these various items to
include a complete study of our constitution.

It would be very difficult for our league to study a civil
rights item because it does not directly affect our com-
munity. It would definitely jeopardize community support
for our league. This item has many other organizations
already working for it and they will no doubt be success-
ful in securing some legislation,

Very truly yours,

W, Fded et

Chairman: Mrs, Richard Porter




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

15TH AND WASHINGTON AVENUES S.E.
MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA
FEDERAL 8-8791

April 75, 1961

Mrs. Odin Skramstad
756 East School
Owatonna, ¥inn,

Dear Mrs. Skramstad,

Sorry to keep you waiting, but it took a iittle time to
get some of our tax files back in the office, 80 we couls
ausvwer your question.

The enclosed copies of convention procedure and rules
should answer your questions on procedure. If not,
write agsain.

Wish I had a ready mecde history of the tax item (as I

am gradually assembling on other state items), but I
haven't been able to find the time yet, %o comoile 4%, s«
instead I'll try %o give you the saswers you want,

We've had = tux item in eme form from 1949-1957. However
in spite of good source material, welleinformed leadershi
the IWV has never been sble to come to consensus, and thy
take action. Two major stumbling blocks & sales tax and
dedicated tax funde.

AGAy 1949 - The INV will make an analysis of state revenu
and expenditures in order to understand and su pport
fiecal policies which provide for present and future
needs of the state and promote & scund and expanding
economy.

LA = 1950 = The LWV will stuly the state tax structure a
iis effect on Minn. economy with a view to support a
revision of dedicated funds,.

JCA = 1951 « The IWV will study the relestionship of reve=
nue requirements and revenue samrces in Minnesotsa.




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

1IBTH AND WASHINGTON AVENUES S.E.
MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA
FEDERAL 8-8791

CA, 1952 - none

Ciy, 1953 « The LWV of M, will work for the ecalling of a
Conastitution=1 “Yonvention and will make recommencations as
tb what & new constitution should eortain. (Empheeis voted ¢
to be on Taxes, Legislative Heorganization, Reapportiomment,

Ciy 1955 = LV of Me will work for revision of the consti-
tution of the state of Minnescta. To do thie it will:
1....0
a.il.
C. Study, for purpose of supporting, revision of constitu~
tional provisions for:

1. An integrated snd flexible tax article.

2. An article providing judicial reform...

The publications put out in the tax snd finance fields:

f Articnlate Voter, Nov. 1949, popular discussion on economics
«} Discussion Outliine for State Economic ltem Study, 1949713pg
=) *iscussion Ontline on Dedjcated Funds, Ucte '50, 13 pgse

8tate Boonomic Study, 1951-52,15 pages.

The State Yor're In, Chapier on finanse,

The General Sales Tax, Dac. 1956,4 peges, (not on program.

-&Jo quote from Miss Salisbury, who gave the official negative
1959 convention: "™ Let us be aware of the one over-riding
reason for past failure. I think it is this: Taxation

is a basically political issue. If there is a difference Bl
‘between the two major political parties = and I believe LE®
there is - it is basically one of money. Its expression

i3 in terms of what shall be pa$d by government, and where

| the money is to come frome. The phrase, "Where hhe money
is to come from," means "taxes," U Decomes very difficult

111itu separate what may be 2 basic political allegiance
_ from objective IWV study. This of course has contributed
* to the inability of Leagucs to arrive at consansvs....It
‘J also meanse that if we could arrive at consensus we would

o

-t
e
Lo

. inevitably find ourselves in the camp of one party or the
other.This in iteelf would not be a reason to aveid the
~issuessesbut the possibility does put one more barrier in
w the minds of members called upon to make the decision.”

o




Lenmue of Yomen Voters of Minnesota
STOTFE SONVLINTION, May 20-21, 1959

Non="ecormended Item on TAXATION: Official Hegetive. (B, Selisbury)

1€ this Convention winte #n item cn taystion, it should have it,

Yat, 41 $his (onvention :zhould come to & vole oR t'is nom=recommended
ftem, ] believe thit !n no other sres, of thoce rusregtad Ly local le-gues,
{. 1% so impertent to heve a predominant mejority. that ie, to have a true
conseneug. beceure in no other Ares appesring OR oUr Drogram in the past
15 or =o ;yesrs hag it Teen so difficult to errive nt agreeront,

e have hnd n tax ites in some form oR our agends for elght years,
from 1949 to 1957. FExpert source meterial has been used; well-informed
leegzue loadership has dbeen develo,ed; some pood, readeble Leagus papers

and other materials liave been produced. Yet, im spite of prof ound spnd lengihy
study over a period of eight vears, we have neyer been able to take agtion.

and why hsve we never been 2ble to take action! Because w9 have
ngver Yecn able to reach comsepsug: ne have tried and vo have failed. Ve
have stubed our tors, ws hava aturdbled, ana we hove faller = ov r several
major issves. The two larpeet gtumbline blocks have Lesn the sale? tax and
the question of dedicited tax funds.

I night point out here ghat the inability to reagh consensut was
evident all siong tie line, from the unit level, on wp o the leoal board and
{n the state beard. In mo League prouj, of any real size or breadth of view,
was it ossible to agree. Nence, no sctionm.

Now, maybe action would be closer to possible. Ferhaps we ocould
undertake new study and, finally, arrive at comsensus. But let us be aware

of the one over-ridiag resson for paet failure, I think 4t ia this:

Taxation is ¢ mpionlly politicel isgue. If there is & difference
betveen the two majer politiomi perties -~ and I believe there is - it is
basically one of money. Its expression is im terms of what shall be paid
for Yy government, and where the money {s to come from, The phraae,"Where
the monsy is to come from,” means 'taxes."

1t beeomes very difficult, even for Leaguers - who, by the very
pature of the beast, are politically aware - to separate, what mzy be a basic
political allegisnce, from objective Lezgue study. This, of course, has
contriduted to the inadility of Languam to arrive a$ comsensus 1t also
means thsat, if we could arrive a2t consensus, we would inevitadly find our-
selves in the csmp of ome party or the other, Thie. in itself, would mot
be & re-gsom to svoid the iseue, but the 10ssibility does put one more tarrier
in the minds of members, oalled upon to make the decisien. '

I repeat, if the Oonvention wants a tax item, it should vote a tax
item. Put let us dear in mind the essential political nature of the subject
and the possidle difficulty of arriving at consensus 80 that ve may act,




LEAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS
OF THE UNITED STATES

1026 17TH STREET, N. W., WASHINGTON 6, D. C.

April 20, 1961

Mrs. Odin Skramstad

League of Women Voters of Owatonna
756 East School

Owatonna, Minnesota

Dear Mrs. Skramstad:

Very many states have been working on tax items, but it seemed
to me it would be best to be selective and suggest six which
it might be most useful to comtact.

Five of these ~ California, Illinois, New Jersey, Washington,
and Wisconsin ~ have Current Agenda items on this. Massachusetts

had a Current Agenda item for years but at present certain as-
pects upon which they have a position are Continuing Responsi-
bilities. I include this state since they may be able to suggest
some of the problems involved in a study of taxes.

A list of presidents and addresses is enclosed.
This is in haste as the national Board opens its meeting today.

Sincerely yours,

(Mrs.) Mabelle M. long
Organization Secretary
MML :etw
CC: Minnesota State LWV

Enc. - List of Presidents and addresses




League of Women Voters of the U.S.
1026 17th Street, N.W.
Washington 6, D.C. April 20, 1961

LIST OF SELECTED STATE LEAGCUE PRESIDENTS AND ADDRESSES

Mrs. Lawrence Spear, President
LWV of California

141 B Harvard Avenue
Claremont, California

Mrs. Harper Andrews, President
IWV of Illinois

Rm, 2104, 59 E. Madison St.
Chicago 2, Illinois

Mrs. Johm K. deVries, President
LWV of New Jersey

460 Bloomfield Avenue
Montclair, Rew Jersey

Mrs., Harold D, Pearson, President
LWV of Washington

7615 Sand Point Way

Seattle 15, Washington

Mrs. Spencer Munson, President
LWV of Wisconsin

102 Roby Road

Madison 5, Wisconsin

Mrs. Gregory Smith, President
LW of Massachusetts

41 Mt, Vernon Street

Boston 8, Massachusetts
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Richfield, Minnesota
April 9cth, l1l9Yo.

Report from R . stions

for proposed

The proposed current agend tem I "studying the constitution

with sn eye to proposing specific amendmen ts" received the
support of all units., There was no dissention as to the in-

clusion of proposed continuing responsibilities as read.

Y

pnils ; Ch 4+ T = (Th- o
Mrs, Stan Thompson, State Item Chrmn,




ROBBINSDALE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

ROBBINSDALE 22, MINNESOTA

April 11, 1961

State Board of League of Women Voters of Minnesota

The Robbinsdale League of Women Voters

The Robbinsdale Leapgue of Women Voters wishes to

express their strong favoritism to the State Item #1,

"The Leapne of Women Voters of Minnesota will studv the

Constitution of the State of Minnesota and will provnose

specific amendments for needed revision'e




ROCHESTER, MINNESOTA P Sth St.,SW.
ﬁochester, Minnegota
April 2, 1961

The Rochester League of women Voterg feel that the State
Current Agenda should contain one item. It is difficult to etudy
carefully and thoroughly what we have now.

The Beard and units reporting were divided evenly as to which
recommended item should be chogen. Those voting for the firet
item felt it was the all immortant one--those againsgt, felt it
would be helpful for membership and public relations to have an
item that would bring succesful reeulté. Item II would te emotional,
but verhaps something vosgitive could be accomplished.

Two non-recommended items were dlscusced and urred by one Board member

each. They were:non-rscommended item 2 andilO,

I 3 36 3 36 3036 0 3 3636 3 H3EE 363634

Our election of officere will be April 12, 1961, lrs. George
Spoo,508 15 Ave., 8. W., and Mre. R. C. Roegrler, 1016 8 Ave, S. W.,
will become preeident and vice-precident respectively. Tlearse mail

all information to them.

AW,

Mary Faucett(Mrs. R. L.)

Preeident




Seague of “Women Voters

OéCQOSGU'[QQQ SAINT PAUL . MINNESOTA

April 8, 1961

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
16th and Washington S.E.
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota

Because of the time element we have not been able to consult all of
our units on second round suggestions, The responses from the six units
we did contact were varied, Two units wanted a one item agenda, and two
units wanted more than one itenm, In addition, one unit wibBhed to substi-
tute a non-recommended item (taxes) for agenda item #2--Human Rights,

The Roseville board, however, was in agreement and recommends the
following: (1) We prefer a one item agenda. We feel our time would be
better spent concentrating and doing a good job in one area, (2) We pre-
fer Constitutional Revision over the Human Rights item, because we think
League will be better able to work in this area. (3) We do not wigh to
drop Constitutional Convention from our C,R.'s., We feel this is still
the most adequate way of revising our constitution;'and if the climate
were right to work in this area we would not hesitate to put all of our
energies in an all out effort to make it suceed,

Very truly yours,

/ 7 -~ = -
"/(M YON S
Mrs, D,C, Gabe
State Item Chairman
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72 Edison Blvd.
Silver Bay, Minnesota
April 5, 1961 ADD ¢

Memo to State Board
Re.: Secand round of State Program suggestions
Dear Mrs. Wilson,

The local Board of the Silver Bay L.W.V. , on the basis of discussion
by the local Units, would like to recommend the following:

Full acceptance of Proposed Current Agenda Item 1.
Submit a not-recommended item as our choice for Proposed Current
Agenda Item 11:
A study of Consumer Credit--the concept of buy now-pay later.
Our entire membership, making themselves heard at Unit meetings were
in almost 100% agreement that they would prefer studying the State
Board's Proposal # l.

We anticipate some liwely discussion at Convention.

Sincerely yours,
Mrg. Carl Hultstrom, Prese

Ao e .22 Fre

Silver Hay L.of W.V.




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

of SOUTH ST. PAUL, MINN.

April 10, 1961

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
15th & Washington S. E.
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota

Dear Mrs. Anderson:

Replying to your request regarding proposed items for
the State Agenda, the South Saint Paul League (after very much
discussion, I might add) has decided they would like to continue
study of an item concerning water. However, I noticed there is
not one listed on the list, sotherefore, the units would like to
study the non recommended item Number 2. They felt it would
and could be developed into a much more interesting and surely
very worthwhile study and action item.,

The groups did want me to state they are very interested
in water study. I guess Vera gave us all a very good pep talk,

See you at the convention,

Sincerely,

/




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
of West St. Paul, Minn.

March 27, 1961

The Board of the West St. Paul League of Women Voters wishes to recommend
the following for the second round of program suggestions:

We concur with Item I as submitted by the State Board. We feel this would
be a fine study for the Minnesota League of Women Voters. There is a great
deal of interest in this item within our membership.

Ne would not 1like to see I&mm II placed on the agenda for these reasons:
1. We are opposed to a two item agenda, particularly when both items
are new and in the study stage. We feel we can be better versed
and thus more effective if we are able to voncentrate on one item
at a time,
In the first rouhd we advised you of our opposition to a human rights
or anti-discrimination item and our reasons still stand. Using
our own unit discussions as an indication, emotions run deep here, While
dewe do not wish to give the impression we run from controversy, we do
feel thatlhis particular controversial item could damage the League
both internally and in the public eye. Our major reason for opposing
this item is our concern for the fusture of the organization. We
cannot urge you strongly ehough, and hope you will find it possible
to drop Item II.

Mrs, Donald Mains, State CA chairman for the
Board of the League of Women Voters, West St. faul.




White Bear Lake League of Women Voters' Position on the Proposed
State Adgenda.,

The enclosed summary sheet is the combined unit voting on the
proposed adgenda, The White Bear Lake Board has not had time to meet
and confirm the majority stand, but I think it is safe to say that the
State Board proposed item #1 as changed in wording and non-recommended
item #2 on Indians would be the White Bear Lake Board's recommendations.

One unit of 20 members has not hgd a chance to discuss and vote
on these suggestions, The actual vote of 54 people represents units
with a combined membership of 75-80 members.

On proposed item #1, two areas of wording change were suggested.
One is that "will propose specific amendments" implies a stand in favor
o amendments which the League has never studied, had a consensus,nor
taken a stand on. The other cnange would be to broaden the item, to
allow the League to study all amendments on the ballot on which the State
Board did not feel the League had a position. This would prevent the
"no stand" which in recent years has meant defeat of an amendment. No
matter how thoroughly we study the constitution, we cannot possibly have
advanced stands on all amendments. There would be ample time in the 13
years between the Legislative approval and its appearence on the ballot
to study an amendment and arrive at a consensus.

On proposed item #2 a mampling of comments "The item is too bmammad
broad; too vague; too big; too easy to bog down. The League's effectiveness
was doubted. Too hard to be effective on housing." Shouldn't the League
have a atand on sex discrimination in employment in view of Principle #103
In summing up the reaction to FEPC: 5 members wantmad to put additions to
FEPC on the current adgenda; 27 members went to keep FEPC as a CR (Of
these 27, 17 favor study to keep abreast with changes.); 22 members want
to drop FEPC. A comment on the League's position of keeping FEPC as a CR,
"If a law should be passed changing the scope of the FEPC, the League
would be in an anomalous position. It would be difficult to support just
the employment enforcement aspect of a commission empowered to prevent
discrimination in several fields."

The members feel that Indians could not be studied adequately under
an expanded FEPC item. There 1s some interest in migratory worker problems,
but it is felt that this also is a full study item and should be taken up
after some progress has been made with Indians.

The White Bear Lake League is very enthusiastic about the Indian
topic.am Comments such as, "A disgrace to Minnesota - let's see the White
Bear League really push this at the convention." "Chances of being effective
are much greater than proposed item #2."

I believe I can speak for the White Bear Lake Board in sayling that
we sincerely urge the State Board to consider this topic thoroughly. I feel
quite certain that &k our delegates to the State Convention intend to
propose this item from the floor if it does not receive recommendation from

the State Board.

Submitted by: Mrs. Ralph D. Ebbott
4411 Otter Lake Road
Wnite Bear Lake 1uU, MiInn.
State Item Chairman.




CONSENSUS ON THE PROPOSED STATE PROGRAM 1961-1963

League: White Bear Lake Please return by April 6 to:
g e ! Mrs. Ralph Ebbott
Units O w, . Ys 4411 Otter Lake Road, WBL 10

Number Voting: § 4/

-

Number Voting Fo

Proposed Item #1l:"...will study the constitution of the state
of Minn, and will propose specific amendments for needed revisiont ﬁVS?
Hend wall cons: dey e b e “’?""""‘M .{""’. n."cjlj eate i
Changefs in WOI;diﬂg bon Ae :&’e{ w é{(j?{ﬁo)}i _\_71‘-??‘ ord Conglrsns rrive ol o~ 2/
e8if e~ o af o i 5 &b s poe i s : < ] r 3.
4 2)esd il Sr"‘fe‘j o Tohe o stoard 0~ all (‘-'?"“_""""{MQ \7“7 7 B votens ~ /2

Comments: If for this item what do you want to be the object of
your study? a. The whole constitutlion for background:
beStudy so the L can lobby for speciflic amendments:
ceStudy so the L could take stands on all amend, put
to the voter:
de Other:

Proposed Item #2:"...will continue its support of the principles of the
FEP Act and will study other problems of discrimintatione

Changes in wording?

Comments: If for this item, what would you want studied?
8, Job discrimination due to age
b. n n n n X.R.X sex
&5 " " " " marital status
d. Falr housing
€e Indian discriminations in the areas of welfare, education,
economie opportunity. Other?
f. Migratory worker discrimination in the areas of housing, wages,
edueation, child labor. Other?
ge Others?

Non Recommended Items
#1 - human and e¢ivil rights with reference to housing and employment
Changes in wording?

Comments?
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#2 - Indians with special reference to welfaf*el education & ec. develop. 50
Changes in wording?

Comments?
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Others? £7Acs /i~ G venr /
v d FEPC VD
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IOCAL LEAGUES

#Albert Lea
Alexandria
Anoka
Arden Hills

;‘/'ﬁust in
Battle Lake
Bemid ji

-Bloomington
Brainerd

,~Brooklyn Center
Buffalo
Cass Lake
Columbia Heights
Crystal
Deephaven
Duluth

~Edina

L -Excelsior
Falcon Heights

#Faribault

Fergus Falls
#Fridley
,~Golden Valley
Granite Falls
Hibbing
Hopkins
dJackson
Mahtomedi
-Maplewood
McLeod-Hutchinson
Minneapolis
AMinnetonka Village

,~Moorhead

+~Mound

Aew Richland
New Ulm

 North St. Paul

 Olivia

- Owatonna

Red Wing

Richfield
Robbinsdale
Rochester

| Roseville

L8t. Anthony

.8t. Cloud

~Ste Croix Valley
vSt. Louis Park

-8t. Paul
Shoreview

Silver Bay
South St. Paul
Virginia
Wayzata

/Wells

West. St. Pail

ite Bear Lake

Worthington
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PROPOSED STATE PROGRAM - 1961-1963
gL/
forth gestions from 3§ of 58 loocal
PR, . N 7 >

STV EN B Pl - 4 0

PROPOSED CURRENT AGENDA ITEM I

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will study the constitution of the state of
Minnescta, and will propose specific smendments for needed revision,

PROPOSED CURRENT AGENDA ITEM II

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will continue its support of the principles
of the Fair Employment Practices Act and will study other problems of discrimination.

PROPOSED CONTINUING RESPONSIBI LITIES

1. Bthics in government (conflict of interest and lobby reghdtration),

2, Election laws, party deasignation and corrupt practices
A P
L, ™, 4

3. Reapportionment z.,
4. Home Rule _
\ /""")";({'(;A O 2 T‘L ({ g;"a"'"‘! AAL "N\O/Ub;f o r{ ¢
\These are L-M,@hich the League of Women Voters of Minnesota has &L‘gd upem
wirtchr—+4+-has-arrived at positions, and will continue to support,
~ 6 /1/\.*-/5-./ -":\ /\P Yty v " oav

&

Explanation of Proposed Current Agenda

"“he League of Women Voters of Minnesota will study the constitution of the state of
Minnesota, and will propose specific amendments for needed revision."

? U/VVQ‘-"—

1. This item successfully meets all criterii for League progra.m; \'Q/"')_a
2.L i ’ paats all the League principles. Owh :

_Afmendments, this is an opportune time for the total membership of the League of

B /Sinca we have been concermed with constitutional shortcomings and working on the
( Women Voters to study the basic docmnent.'7

|

|
% THX An understanding of the const ijon is fundamental to an understanding of
El Pfuoblems of state government f a new commission to study oconstitutional
\X revision is appointed by the Govefrlor or established by the legislature, we will /’;/
find ourselves in the vanguard if we have this item on our current agenda. R ){% L
) Under—this—ttem-the-legal-dooument—iteelf wipld)be studied.-and-an-analysis of Y\ },:»"),ru
(g ,\ the-special problems dealt with by the constitution will-be—ineluded. \) LS. 4
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"fhe lLeague of Women Voters of Minnesota will continue its support of thle principles
of the Fair Employment Practices Act and will study other problems of diserimination,"

1. This item is recommended by the Board because of the number of loocal Leagues making
suggestions in this =zwea.
Y —
2., The item meets memy of the criteria for League Program, and & number of the
principles.

,af,‘ tem as recommended follows dinectly the work the Minnesota League has already
he field of fair employment practices. -“i? '

The league would be lee to contribute a great deal in objecti#iiy in phé atuq; -
lysis of this problem, . [

Possible areas of study would be discrimination in employment or housing because

of age: 13;, marital status, or minority group membership. '?&31€Z?;u14,au-ﬁf~¢42aﬁq
N / E 7 o vd : 1 ';_ ) ) _; (:914 .

Non Recommended Itemsa

The League of Women Yoters of Minnesota will work to insure human and civil
rights for all the people of Minnesota with particular reference to housing ,
and employment.

A study of Minnesota's Indien citizen with emphasis on areas of welfare, education
and economic opportunity.

Taxation -—- for example: A study of the state tax structure, with emphasis on
sources of revenue and more efficient methods of collecting, equalizing and
distributing tax money.

Study of the Minnesota welfare program.
Ethics in Government.
Consumer credit.,

Traffic safety factors with regard to a) law enforcement; b) licensing of
drivers; o) highway planning; d) citizen education.

Reorganization of state government.

Financing and control of public schools in Minnesota.

Juvenile problems and correctional system in Minnesota.

Study of Minnesota water with emphasis on pollution and conservation of supply.
Home rule for counties.

Election laws, with emphasis on a) requirements for voting, and b) registration
procedure.

A study of the development of a greater metropolitan plan of government, in contrast
to the development of individual suburbs with separate governmental units, as an
answer to such problems as &) law enforcement and b) water usage.

States rights - What powers does state have as opposed to national government?
Reapportionment.

Party designation.

Civil Defense.

Aid to distressed areas.
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OPEN LETTER TC LEAGUE MEMBERS TN MINNESOTA
The State Board did a most thoughtful and analytical job before it made its recommendations
for State Program for 1961-1963. We realize that we have a dual role in this situation,
1) to interpret the wishes of the members as evidenced in the first round of program
'WL/‘-" oonin “ tx,\ z T Iyl )
suggestionjyvand 2) to reflect our own concern for the welfare and continued health of

the League of Women Voters of Minnesota as a whole. We are a statewide organizatigﬁj our

program should reflect this. xXixisxewrxkeiiefxthatxItemx

It is our belief that ftem I, "The league of Women Voters of Minnesota will study the con-
stitution of the state of Minnesota, and will propose specific amendments for needed
revision," does meet all League principles and criteria and would weld our membership
into a cohesive group, knowledgeable in the provisionsd of our basic doeument, and able

to meke intelligent proposals for its revision. Since revision is being accomplished

in each session, with little plan or design, our activities in this field are desperately

needed.

( _:',(_/f 3 '~.._/{
The proposed Item II, "The League of Women-Voters—of-Minmesote—will-study the constitu-

tion of-4the—st4até of Minnesota, and will propose-specific-amendments for-meedted reviwion;*—
is our idea of a civil rights item which could more properly be on a state programj

thah the wording suggested by the "Committee for the Promotion of a Civil Rights Item"

and sent in by several Lezgues. The Btate Board has serious reservations as to the item itseld
-~ the duplication of the work of numerous other organizations, the emotional aspect of the
whole subject, the question as to the statewide appeals We did not presume to attempt to
evaluate the amount of influence exerted by the work of the committee dedicated to

promoting this item on our state program. We took the suggestion in the civil rights

field at face ¥alue, as a sincere expression of our members' desire to be active in

this area. We felt almost aﬂ moral oblig &tion to reflect this in our proposed program.

The floo® of second round suggestions which we anticipate us U }(yg&_ﬂ b w'i*u“"'/}'*
m) WM K b~— o et
L

The final choice , as always, is yours. It is you, the member, who at convention will

decide the way we shall go. The,ﬁ%ate Board f.iUUH*JL\ hopes that you will exercise this

responsibility with thought, with restraint, and with a deep concern forour futureﬁ as a4

a smeha &la




4
State Program. The state Board hes providMnOugh copies of the Proposed Program

for each unit in your League. We hope this will help all your members to take part in

(L&Ldé; Z:E%q
this grass roots process. We unit members to send their suggestione to

the local League Board promptly, expecting then that your Board will review and
summarize the results and send them to the state Board by April 11, If some of your
units are unable to meet the local Board deadline, we encourage them to send their

suggestions direot to the state offic €s

On the bdasis of membership discussion the local Board may

1) adpt all or a part of the program as proposed,

2) submit & revision of proposed item or items (this oould be a revision of the
f

wording but' a change in the intent), ),

VY

subnit & not recommended item (a new item may not be included; hoWéver revisioms—
within the-intentofthe first— round refswuErestionE o1 program suggestieona. are

acceptable).

During your discussion of the Proposed Stat'elPrOgrm ¥e remind you to consider thc\ )

vorkload involved in your prOponl. ¥, ur

a [,%AA—‘/&_M,‘ ("1 n gl el la_nwn -LL( ( C(,
Ieague—your in Tomn "iTorTou_r—mggmtona will
Al ] Ly Fnn,

The state Board reviews this second round of suggestions and submits a Proposed

Program to the State Convention,

(nngp to Boards It e -uggosted this shest bp preceded by P%opo-.d Proéran and

— -

be/ foIlowed by Check List on Criteria dnd Principles. ) e~
e —— — R T ———




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF AUSTIN

Austin, Minnesota

February 6, 1961

Mrse

0, Hs Anderson, President

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
15th and Washington Averves S, E,
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota

Dear Mrs, Anderson:

Following are the suggestions from the Austin league for state current
agenda

~— _/
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Welfare - greater efficlency in assistance programs,
Civil Defense - necessity for education and legislation.

Bducation - what should the state's financial responsibility be for
higher education and how should facilities be organized geographically.

Ore Resources =~ necessity for economic aid to the ore industry area,

Consumer Credit ~ full disclosure law as to interest rates and
carrying charges,

Joint ticket for governor and lieutenant governor.
Human Rights ~ stressing housing and Indian affairs,

Minnesota Taxes =~ should taxes he increased on the local level or
should there be increased state aid,

State Hospital Program - facilities and administration.
Juvenile Delinquency -~ correction facilities (housing and treatment),

Reorganization of state government to promote efficiency and eliminate
overlapping of function,

Sincerely yours,

Mrs,

Edward Hryniewiecki, President

xj>2gaaf‘“£:;;(z/ﬂ éé{d}¢/74___

Mrs,

/

Frod Kraft

Secretary







LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF BLOOMINGTON

BLOOMINGTON 20, MINNESOTA

1961

Minnesota
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LlEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF BROOKLYN CENTER

Brooklyn Center, Minn.
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MR. & MRS. JOHN W. POOLEY
2914 GREYSOLON ROAD
DULUTH, MINNESOTA

Tuesday
February 21, 1961.

']

Mrs. Anderson:

The Board of the League of Women Voters of Duluth
agreed to send as a Duluth recommendation for a state

current agenda item, two items mentioned most freaquent-
the Unit discussions. They are:
A Study of Human Rights, including such topics
8s Housing Discrimination and the Indian Problem.

2-A limited studv of Taxation such ase
a-Sales Tax
b-Personal Poopertvy Tax on Business
c-Equilization of Taxes

The units expressed some degree of interest
following items:
1-Water
a-Pollution
b-As pertaining to state parks and recreati
£-Uniform state-wide registration of voters.
3=-Civil Defense.
4-Reorganization of state government.
5-Consumer Credit(questions were raised as to
whether this was within scope
League studyv)
6-Welfare




7-Educat one unit interested in a studv of
State Board of Education;

8-Juvenile Delinquency.

9-Retirement plans.

Sincerely, 0)

Mrs. John W, Poolev
National CR's,
Program, and

Lively Issues Chairman




FEB 13 1961
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF EDINA

Affiliated with the League of Women Voters of the U.S.
Feb. 11, 1961

The first round of State Suggestions followed quite closely the
news stories most prominent at this time. By far the most important
topic of concern was the flury of accidents on our highways involving
young people, with the resultant debate on age limits for licensing,
qualifications, etec. Many associated the problem of Juvenile Delinquency
with youthful drivers. However, many included the question of tests for
all ages, the drinking driver, and enforcement of penalties and laws.

The second point of concentration seemed to connect Reorganigation

of State Government, its costs under our SjsteA w1t our D“”h taxation,

——————— 5785 I e ——— e

with a resultant interest in the study of taxation in order to find oub

®

where the money is going, and where there could be some saving made.
koo MR LN

In brief, the list is as follows:

ﬁ}m. Driving Laws, Vielations, and Penalties

e o Reorganlzatlon of State uovt. and Taxation
5« Consumer Credit

~ 4. Human Rights - Housing and Indian Problems

< 5. Education

\ 6. Welfare

/
L <

In view of the fact that there is quite a lot of Legislative action on #
teking place, with likely action, the next four topics will probably remain
on our list. Education followed quite closely to human rights. Some of the
units mentioning Human Rights commented only on Indian Problems so-this may

indicate more over-all concern for the study of Education.




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF EXCELSIOR
EXCELSIOR, MINNESOTA
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STATE PROGRAM SUGGESTIONS:

/

The Hopkins League of Women Voters wishes to propose a study of Minnesota's
Indian citizen, with emphasis on the areas of welfare, education and

economic opportunity. #» (suggested by 20 members)

-
-~ L

The League will work to insure humen end ciwhl rights for all the people
of Minnesota, with particular reference to housing and employmentes —
(suggested by 2 membeps)

. N f ¢ 5)%;5&

President
Mopkins League of Women Voters
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Attention State Board
concensus of the members of the Maplewood League of Women Voters
follow ne May ] League of Women Voters
n, with e

conomic opportunit

Lo Tlltced

T
.1

J1lrich, Secretary

o

Maplewood League of

Women Voters




League of Women Voters of Minneapolis Feb. 5, 1961
84 S, 6th St., Room 414 Fe 3-6319

Minneapolis LWV to Minnesota LWV
State Program Suggestions - 1lst Round

The Minneapolis League of Women Voters Board recommends the following state program:
Current Agenda:

The IWV will work to insure human and civil rights for all the people of
Minnesota with particular reference to housing and employment.

Continuing Responsibilities:

1. TImprovements in Minnesota election laws

2. Improvements in ethics in government for Minnesota

3. Party Designation

4, Constitutional Revision: constitutional convention, periodic submissioen
to the people on the question of calling a convention, workable amending
process, clearly fixed executive responsibilities, adequate length of
legislative session, post auditer

5. Reapportionment by statute or amendment
6. Home rule
7. FEPC

Comments:

1. 33 units out of 4% (2 of these are new) reported. This involved 430 League members.
2. In 19 units a substantial majority desired the civil rights item as worded above.
A simple majority in 2 other units desired it and, in addition, 2 other units

asked for a similar but less inclusive item.

3. Other items receiving a number of votes for Current Agenda were:
Election laws - 7 units (substantial majority)
Ethies in government - 12 units (S.M.)

Party Designation - 3 (S.M.)

Taxes (with varying wording) - 5 units (S.M.)
& emphasis

Traffic and licensing - 5

Consumer credit - 3

Water and/or natural resources - 3

Statewide assessment study - 2

Welfare - 3

The board agreed with the Minneapolis state resource committee that the large vote
for keeping ethics and election laws on the CA reflected membership indecision as
to the fate of legislation in these fields rather than a desire for more League
study and research and, additienally, ignorance as to whether we have a League
stand. (Unfortunately, Minneapolis LWV did not have time for ethiecs consensus

and the topic was studied only 1 month last year in the units). A larger number
of units voted to have them both as CRs, nevertheless.

Despite unit complaints during the past 2 years over the heavy program load, only
1 unit specifically asked for a l-item agenda.

Heavy majorities were received for keeping constitutional refisien with its
subheadings as a CR. Despite the fact that the members and board kept reapportion-
ment by statute and home rule on the CRs, the board, at least, feels that unless
developments during the session threaten these items for next sessien, these




these items can be dropped. FEPC was retained as a CR, but surely
should be dropped if the civil rights item goes on CA. More members
voted to drop it than keep it as a CR, but this may reflect their
desire to make civil rights the CA item rather than a consideration
of what te do with it if there is no civil rights on current agenda.

Submitted by Phyllis Richter
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MOORHEAD

Z=N Moorhead, Minnesota

February 7, 1961

gue of Wiomen Votersg o
1 Washington Ave,
lis 14, Minn,

Re: Sugiestions for Proposed Agenda for State from
Moorhead League of Women Voters

and job opportunities.
>, Financing and Control of Public Schools in Minnesota.
Welfare
Study of Indian problems
Constitutional Convention
Revision of tax structure
Study of our juwbhdgle problems and correctional system in Minnesota
Diversification of Industries in Minnesota in relation to industry and tax

reform.

<:: 1. A Study of Human Rights of minority groups including housing, education

Minnesota's state institutions—— their needs and problems.

. R i e o
one subject for the

Sinesrely vours,

: ,
/ ??Stxft-fYQLL
Bbfnice Arett
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LEAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS oF MOUND
MOUND. MINNESOTA

February 8, 1961

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
15th & Washington Ave. S.E.
Minneapolis ]4, Minn,

re: State Program suggestions
Dear Mrs. Anderson,

The Board of the League of Women Voters of Mound proposes the
following item for State Program for 1961-63:

’ Taxes: A reevaluation of the tax structure in Minnesota -
based on real estate and property taxes - and its effect
on state and local economic development and government
financing.

Two other items were proposed and considered by our members.
One was the Civil Rights item. The other was: Driving Laws:
A study of the traffic problem, with a view to clarifying
and tightening traffic laws in Minnesota.

Our Board felt that the tax item had the most support from
our members, and that this one item would be enough to "keep
us busy" along with the Continuing Responsibilities which

we probably will still have,

The Board made no specific recommendations about Continuing
Responsibilities.

Sincerely,

Lxe\

Mrs. Roger Reed, President
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February 4, 1961

B

for the state current agenda, We do plan to send in second reund sugrestions.

P DA o

The New Ulm League of Women Voters at this time will not send in suerrestéons
i

Arline Patton
Secretary




State program suggestions —- North St. Paul League of Women Voters

The LWV of Minnesota will study the possible need for governmental machinery to co-
ordinate or revise the state's administrative departments with special emphasis on
the department of welfare.

The LWV of Minnesota will work to insure humen and civil rights for all the people
of Minnesota, with particular reference to housing and employment.

The LWV of Minnesota will undertake a study of the financing and directing of public
education at all levels with special reference to state responsibility thereto.

Continuing Responsibilities -

Flection laws

Ethics

Party Designation
Reapportionment

Home Rile

Constitutional Convention

Delete FEPC




c:[)eague 0/ ?/(/omen %tel‘d

OWATONNA, MINNESOTA

February 9, 1961

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
15th & Washington S.E.
Minneapolis 1lli, Minnesota

Re: State Program Suggestiona

The Owatonna League of Women Voter and its board
submit the following vprogram suggestions:

lst Choice:
Study of taxation with emphasis on releasing dedicated

funds and new and more lucrative methods of investing
state money,.

2nd Choice:

“ A study of Minnesota's Indian citizen, with emphasis
on the areas of welfare, education and economic
opportunity.

3rd Choice:
= Welfare

Sincerely,
Chairman: Mrs, Richard B, Porter

373 South Street
Owatonna, Minnesota

P.S. We may add to our By-Laws increasing our dues to
$5.00, If it is decided to make this change, we will
write to you by February 15th.




RED WING
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OéCDOSQUEQQQ SAINT PAUL ; MINNESOTA

January 30, 1961

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
15th and Washington S.E,
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota

The Roseville Leagues' first round suggestions for state agenda items are;
<::(1) A study of state revenue and expenditures, potential sources of revenue
and new tax proposals.
<_(2) A study of diseriminatory practices against minority groups.
q: (3) A study of public employees' retirement funds in Minnesota.

The beard is recommending three items since the membership was fairly
well split on their main points of interest, We hope this does not leave
you with the impression that we want more than one item on the agenda,

Our recommendations are based upon (1) a lively issues membership
meeting and (2) suggestions f£rom individual league units, The membership
meeting, held in November, was represented by at least two members from eadh
unit, All twelve of the lively issues were discussed by a panel of four, with
questions and comments by the members after the discussion, A vote was taken
at the meeting to determine the main points of interest., Reorganization of
State Government led with Human Rights and Retirement Funds tied for second
place, Taxes placed third,

The unit suggestions were wide and varied, with most all units handing
in at least two recommendations--and some of them four and five, Tallyfng
these suggestions showed Human Rights and Taxation in the lead, with
Retirement coming in fairly strong., Reorganization of State Government
had lost all its support f£rom the time of the membership meeting, Taxes,
in one form or another, was suggested by all but two units, It is probable
that taxes were so popular because of the timeliness of the subject, and the
wide spread publicity it has received in legislative proceedings,

Other unit suggestions were: constitutional revision by amendment, civil
défense, a study of the highway dept.,, mental health services, a fiscal study
of financing municipalities, education with emphasis on crowded college con-
ditions, water conservation, metropolitan consolidation, reorganization of
state government, and a continuance of the corrupt practice study,

Very truly yours,

Mrs, D,C,Gabe
State Item Chairman
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§tate Study Prepesals - ST. @Louo, NHUK/.
The fellewing were discussed and prepared by theumits in their Jaauary meeting.

Unit §
1, ‘Studv of refusal te render service or sell goods te minerity groups with a
view toward legislative contrel. :

~——

-, Suppert a state-wide mandatory registration ef all eligible voters. We are
' particularly concerned abeut lack of refistration im areas of less tham 10,000 POPe

"R Unit 3 & 4
e Tl

1. A study ef human rights with emphasis en housing discrimination and on Indiam
rehabilitation, ex
the pessibility ef closer relations betweenm '
~ 2. A study of ; _ efonse pregramepnd
policies -asmthep-afifieat civie orgamisations and elubs,
and
3o A plan th conselidate state governmental departments and te place related -
functions under legical departmental jurisdictiome

4, A study ef consumer credit with an aim teward future legislation.

Unit 2

The League will werk te imsure humam and ecivil rights fer all the people ef
Minnesota, with particular reference te heusiag and employment,

The Leagus of Women Voters will work for the registration eof 8l citicens of
voting age within the state of Minneseta,

A study of the form and nature of consumer credit protectioms,
A study ef existing consumer pretectioms with a view toward the need fer com-
sumer represemtation in the state government,

Unit 1

A study of human rights with emphasis en housing diserimination and Iadian prede
1‘..

Evaluation of existing public welfaregs s oz 14 tit

| '.
Study of juvenile delinquemey,

Contimuation of constitutional revision,




2I/L
ST. CROIX VALLEY LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

February 10, 1961

To: State Board

From: Margery Becker, President
St. Croix Valley

Re: State Program

On February 8th we held unit meetings to discuss information
sent us by individual leaguers on Falr Housing and Indian
Problems and any other suggested state items, with the following
results;

l., We did find a general feeling in all wnits that both

Falr Houslng and Indian Problems were the type of item Leaguers
could really put their teeth into, and that such a study
concerning human values had more appeal for attracting new
members and reviving interest of old ones.

2. We did not come up with any new suggestions. There was
one member who wanted to study new tax proposals, a push
by another for more water study on a state level, and a
reminder by a few that we must not forget -our CRS.

3+ When it came to actual concensus, we found:

Morning Unit: Went along with the recommended wording of
the Committee for the Promotion of a State
Civil Rights Item "The League will work to
ingure human and civil rights for all the
people of linnesota, with particular reference
to housing and employment". "This wording would
enable the League to study problems of the Indian
and the migrant worker if we wish to do so."

Stillwater Unit: (All new members) Felt Fair Housing would be
too controversial, and preferred the Indian item

Evening Unit: Wanted to study both items,, separately

It appears we need a general meeting, but since first recommendations
are now due, I am sending this report as is.




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS of St. Louis Park (H,

St. Louis Park, Minnesota sl
League of Women Voters of the U, §.

SUGGESTIONS FOR STATE CURRENT AGENDA ITEMS, 1961-63, MADE BY UNITS OF THE
LFAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF ST, LOULS PARKs

l. The League of Women Voters shall work for uniformity of election laws within
the state of Minnesota, with emphasis on (a) requirements for voting, and
(b) registration procedures.

( 2. A study of the traffic s&fety factors with regard to (a) law enforcement;
(b) licensing of drivers; (c) highway planning; and (d) citizen education.

contrast to the development of #ihdividual suburbs with separate governmentsl
units, as an answer to such problems as (a) law enforcement and (b) water

usage.
g,_:’ k. A study of the financing and directing of public education on all levels.

( 3. A study of the development of a greater metropolitan plan of government, in

< 5. A study of legislation on health and public welfare.

H“ 6. The League of Women Voters will work to insure human and civil rights for all
the people of Minnesota, with particular reference to housing and employment.

4

/ ,/’ 1 )
P TPl .*’t Y o 1 S AR

Mrs. E. C. Davidson
President




League of Women Voters of St. Paul

29 [East Fifth Street

Saint Paul 1, Minnesota

CA. 2-3178
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League of Women Voters of St. Paul

29 East Fifth Street

Saint Paul 1, Minnesota

CA. 2-3178
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Silver Bay, Minnesota
February 7, 1961

Dear Mrs. Wilson,

Following are state program suggestions from our LWV. We have three
units and each held discussion during the month of January on Lively
Issues. The consensus of this discussion was as follows:

41:_1. A study of Human and Civil Rights as pefaining to the
people of Minnesota.
<::2. A study of Consumer Credit

Much thought was given by the Board members as to continuing the study
of the present program in regard to Ethics in Government, and if
necessary, Party Designation.

Very truly yours,
Mrs. Carl Hultstrom,Pres.

t“é;/ /"‘7/4’/& ‘APzt
Silvef Bay L.of W.V.
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WELLS, MINNESOTA

February 9, 1961

League of Women Voters

U. of Minnesota

15th and Washington Ave. SE
Minnespolis 14, Minnesota

Dear lladam:

Ve have Jjust begun our county government study, but it already
1s apparent that any such study comes up ag ninot the problems
Loncerning welfare, Since the state has *inal eav on aven
county funds and these funds are large we feel a thorough
study by a non-partisan group a=z the LWV is urgent.

Because the Welfare Program i1g so large a part, both in
personnel and finance, of modern government, thp general
publie should be more informed in order to evaluate the
various trende and criticiams.

The Wells League of Women Voters therefore pronoses as a
~State Item: The Study of:”’fhe Minnesota Welfare Program

that we may become familiar with the state laws and machinery
in order to appraise their pf?iﬁinncv as related to cost,
gservice and need. //

Yours truly,

W:;@J/J,f/sz/a//,

Nrs. geph Gadola, Secy.




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
of West St. Paul, Minn.

N
S

Z\a's)3

i.?fi_ue ‘_‘\'\‘
The Board of the League of Women Yoters of West St. Paul submits the following
items for yvour consideration for the Burrent Agenda in 1961-2. In order of
preference:

1. Reorganization of the state government:A study with a view to support of

legislation which would facilitate economy and efficiency in the state

government. (Cur wording is a bit spotty, but the desire here was for a

geheral study followed, as in election laws, by study of more specifie

such as the welfare department which would bring out problems of adminis

thereof, wnich also interested some of our members. This held true also fo
expressing an interest in the department of corrections. As other topics were
considered so many came down to questions of reorganization to insure efficiency .

£ . |

Uenerally thes el ine was that this area zation was ocne uiatl 18
=11 L1Y s LLl 1 - 7 ¥ =

particularly suited to League study.

Constituti~nal Revision : a study of the problems of constitutional rev:
so that the Minnesota League of Women Voters could take a more active

in the proposing of amendments.

Jater Conservation with emphasis on enforcement provisions regarding pollution and

sapne of Women Voters of West St. Pail wishes to go on record
a state study item on Human Rights While we are in sympathy with
those rt equ: ypportunity in securing adequate housing for minority
League should join in this particular controversy at
b and ethical concepts so deep seated are here involved
that we feel the League's ssicnate, anglytical type of study would
be difficult, }qadiv% to divisive elememts whichthe Lesgue has never had to any extent

the past, consensuswould be difficult, if not impossible to reach and tne

sague would emerge from such a study considerably weakened, both internally and
in the public eye. We would recommend that those w&m='fqvoﬁsuch an itegl,and there
certainly are many, channel their energies into those organizations wnicn are

better prepared to enter the fray at this time.

Mrs. Donald Mains, State Item Chairman, for the

RBoard of Directors, West St. Paul, League of Women Voters.
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League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 15th & Washington S.E., Minneapolis 14,Minn.
March 1961 030861D-10¢

PROPOSED STATE PROGRAM - 1961-1963

PROPOSED CURRENT AGENDA ITEM I

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will study the constitution of the state
of Minnesota, and will propose specific amendments for needed revision.
PRCPOSED CURRENT AGENDA ITEM II
The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will continue its support of the principles
of the Fair Employment Practices Act and will study other problems of discrimination.
PROPOSED CONTINUING RESPONSIBILITIES

These are positions on state issues to which the League of Women Voters of Minne-
sota has given sustained attention and on which it may continue to act.

l. Ethics in government (conflict of interest and lobby regulation)

2, Election laws, party designation and corrupt practices
3. Reapportionment by amendment
L. Home Rule

Explanation of Proposed Current Agenda

"The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will study the constitution of the state
of Minnesota, and will propose specific amendments for needed revision."

l. This item successfully meets all criteria for League program.
2. It falls under all the League principles which apply.

3. Since we have been concerned with constitutional shortcomings and working on
the amendments, this is an opportune time for the total membership of the
League of Women Voters to study the basic document. An understanding of the
constitutional is fundamental to an understanding of all problems of state
government.

If a new commission to study constitutional revision is appointed by the
Governor or established by the legislature, we will find ourselves in the
vanguard if we have this item on our current agenda and we would be in a
better position to keep the citizens of Minnesota better informed on
constitutional revision. Under this item the League could study many
subjects sent in as program recommendations such as taxation, education,
reorganization of government, home rule and others.
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""The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will continue its support of the princi-

ples of the Fair Employment Practices Act and will study other problems of dis-
crimination,®

1. This item is recommended by the Board because of the number of local Leagues'
making suggestions in this area.

2. The item meets some of the criteria for League program, and a number of the
principles.

Possible areas of study would be discrimination in employment or housing
because of age, sex, marital status, or minority group membership.

Non Recommended Items

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will work to insure human and civil
rights for all the people of Minnesota with particular reference to housing
and employment.

A study of Minnesota's Indian citizen with emphasis on areas of welfare,
education and economic opportunity.

Taxation -~ for example: A study of the state tax structure, with emphasis on
sources of revenue and more efficient methods of collecting, equalizing and
distributing tax money.

Study of the Minnesota welfare program.

Ethics in government.

Consumer credit. i

Traffic safety factors with regard to a) law enforcement; b) licensing of
drivers; ¢) highway planning; d) citizen education.

Reorganization of state government.

Financing and control of public schools in Minnesota.

Juvenile problems and correctional system in Minnesota.

Study of Minnesota water with emphasis on pollution and conservation of supply.
Home rule for counties.

Election laws, with emphasis on a) requirements for voting, and b) registration
procedure.

A study of the development of a greater metropolitan plan of government, in
contrast to the development of individual suburbs with separate governmental
units, as an answer to such problems as a) law enforcement and b) water usage.
States rights - What powers does state have as opposed to national government?
Reapportionment .

Party designation.

Civil Defense.

Aid to distressed areas.




OPEN LETTER TO LEAGUE MEMBERS IN MINNESOTA

The state Board did a most thoughtful and analytical job before it made
its recomuencations for State Program for 1961-1963. We realize that we have
a cdual reclez in this situation, (1) to interprot the wishes of the members as
evidenced in the first round of program suggestions (which came in from 32
local Leagues) and (2) to reflect our own concern for the welfare and continued
hzalth of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota as a whole. We are a statewide
organization; our program should reflect this.

It is our belief that Item I, ""The League of Women Voters of Minnesota
will study the constitution of the state of Minnesota, and will propose
specific amendments for needed revision,™ does meet all League principles
and criteria and would weld our membership into a cohesive group, knowledgeable
in the provisions of our basic document, and able to make intelligent proposals
for its revision. Since revision is being accomplished in each session, with
little plan or design, our activities in this field are desperately needed.

The proposed Item II, “The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will continue
its support of the principles of the Fair Employment Practices Act and will study
other problems of discrimination,” is our idea of a civil rights item which could
more properly be on a state program than the wording suggested by the "Committee
for the Promotion of a Civil Rights Item" and sent in by several Leagues. The
state Board has serious reservations as to the item itself —- the duplication
of the work of numerous other organizations, the emotional aspect of the whole
subject, the question as to the statewide appeal. We did not presume to attempt
to evaluate the amount of influence exerted by the work of the committee dedicated
to promoting this item on our state program. We took the suggestion in the civil
rights field at face value, as a sincere expression of our members! desire to be
active in this area. We felt almost a moral obligation to reflect this in our
proposed program. The flood of second round suggestions which we anticipate
will tell us whether we were right or not.

The final choice, 'as always, is yours. It is you, the member, who at
convention will decide the way we shall go. The state Board fervently hopes
that you will exercise this responsibility with thought, with restraint, and
with a deep concern for our future as an organization.

Mrs. 0. H. Anderson
President
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The state Board is providing enough copies of the Proposed Program for each
unit in your League. We hope this will help all your members to take part in this
grass roots process. We ask your unit members to send their suggestions to the
local League Board promptly, expecting then that your Board will review and
sunmarize the results and send them to the state Board by April 1l. If some
of your units are unable to meet the local Board deadline, we encourage them
to send their suggestions direct to the state office.

On the basis of membership discussion the local Board may:
1l. Accept:=all or: part of the program as proposed,

2. dubmit a revision of proposed item or items (this could be a revison
of the wording but not a change in the intent),

3. submit a not recommended item (a new item may net be introduced).
During your discussibn of the Proposed State Program we remind you to consider
the workload involved in your proposal. In recommending your item, please include

a definition of your suggestion as well as some indication of the scope of the item.

The state Board reviews this second round of suggestions and submits a Proposed
Program to the State Convention.

CHECKLIST FOR A PROPER PROGRAM

There are two measures of the suitability of proposed Program items. They are the
list of criteria found in the Local Ieague” Handbook and the principles enumerated
in the National Program. Every proposed item should be thoughtfully checked
against these two measures.

The principles are:

l. The principles of representative government and individual liberty established
in the Constitution of the United States.

2. A system of government which is responsible to the will of the people and which
enables the voter to carry out his obligations as a citizen.

3. A system of government in which responsibility is clearly fixed.

L. A system of government which promotes coordination of the operations of
federal, state, and local governments.

5. Governmental organization and administration which contribute to economy
and efficiency.

6. A merit system for the selection, retention, and promotion of government
personnel.

7. Legal protection of citizens in their right to vote.

8. A system of free public education which provides equal opportunity for all.

9. Protection of minority groups against discrimination.
Removal of legal and administrative discriminations against women.
A system of federal, state, and local taxation which is flexible and equitable.
Fiscal and monetary policies that promote a stable and expanding economy.
Responsibility of government to share in the solution of social and economic
problems which affect the general welfare.
Adequate financing of government functions and services.
Conservation and dewvelopment of natural resources, in the public interest.
Domestic policies which facilitate the solution of international problems
and promoting world peace.
Cooperation with other nations in solving international problems and promoting
world peace.
Development of international organizations and international law to achieve
permanent means of cooperation.




The criteria are:

1.
2.
3.
e
5e
6o

7.
8.

9.

Does it come within the Principles of the League of Women Voters?
Is it a'governmental problem?

Is the problem one which state government can solve?

Is it the best time to take up the proposed item?

Is the problem basic or only a part of a larger problem?

What would be the source of public funds if they are necessary to carry the
proposed item to auccessful conclusion?

Can the League offer a solution, or work toward a solution?

Will it give lLeague members good experience in citizen action and provide
a good combination of exploratory work and action?

Has the League sufficient knowledge, womanpower, and funds to carry out the
proposal? When it is added to the local League's responsiblity for local
and national programs will the program load be too heavy?

Will the League duplicate unnecessarily the work of other organizations?
Is there another organization better adapted to do the job?

Is this the area in which the League can make its most valuable contribution
to the state?

What is the present attitude of the state toward the problem? If it is
unpopular, does the League have the strength and know-how to handle it
successfully?

Will all sections of the state be interested in the problem? Will it bring
together diverse groups?

Is there likelihood of some tangible success?

Will it involve decisions of a professional or technical nature which the
League is not equipped to make?




League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 15th & Washington S.E., Minneapolis 14,Minn.
March 1961 030861D-10¢

PROPOSED STATE PROGRAM - 1961-1963

PROPOSED CURRENT AGENDA ITEM I

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will study the constitution of the state
of Minnesota, and will propose specific amendments for needed revision.

PRCPOSED_CURRENT AGENDA ITEM II

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will continue its support of the principles
of the Tair Emrloyment Practices Act and will study other problems of discrimination.

PROPOSED CONT INUING RESPONSIBILITIES

These are positions on state issues to which the League of Women Voters of Minne-
sota has given sustained attention and on which it may continue to act.

1. FEthics in government (conflict of interest and lobby regulation)
2. Election laws, party designation and corrupt practices

3. HReapportionment by amendment

Le Home.Rule

Explanation of Proposed Current Agenda

"The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will study the constitution of the state
of Minnesota, and will propose specific amendments for needed revision."

1. This item successfully meets all criteria for League program.
2. It falls under all the League principles which apply.

3. Since we have been concerned with constitutional shortcomings and working on
the amendments, this is an opportune time for the total membership of.the
League of Women Voters to study the basic document. An understanding of the
constitutional is fundamental to an understanding of all problems of state
government,

If a new commission to study constitutional revision is appointed by the
Governor or established by the legislature, we will find ourselves in the
vanguard if we have this item on our current agenda and we would be in a
better position to keep the citizens of Minnesota better informed on
constitutional revision. Under this item the League could study many
subjects sent in as program recommendations such as taxation, education,
reorganization of government, home rule and others.
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"The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will continue its support of the princi-
ples of the Fair Employment Practices Act and will study other problems of dis=-
crimination.®

1. This item is recommended by the Board because of the number of local Leagues
making suggestions in this area.

2. The item meets some of the criteria for lLeague program, and a number of the
principles.

Possible areas of study would be discrimination in employment or housing
because of age, sex, marital status, or minority group membership.

Non Recommended Items

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will work to insure human and civil
rights for all the people of Minnesota with particular reference to housing
and employment.

A study of Minnesota's Indian citizen with emphasis on areas of welfare,
education and economic opportunity.

Taxation -- for example: A study of the state tax structure, with emphasis on
sources of revenue and more efficient methods of collecting, equalizing and
distributing tax money.

Study of the Minnesota welfare program.

Ethics in government.

Consumer credit.

Traffic safety factors with regard to a) law enforcement; b) licensing of
drivers; c¢) highway planning; d) citizen education.

Reorganization of state government.

Financing and control of public schools in Minnesota.

Juvenile problems and correctional system in Minnesota.

Study of Minnesota water with emphasis on pollution and conservation of supply.
Home rule for counties. ;
Election laws, with emphasis on a) requirements for voting, and b) registration
procedure.

A study of the development of a greater metropolitan plan of government, in
contrast to the development of individual suburbs with separate governmental
units, as an answer to such problems as a) law enforcement and b) water usage.
States rights - What powers does state have as opposed to national government?
Reapportionment.

Party designation.

Civil Defense.

Aid to distressed areas.




OPEN LETTER TO LEAGUE MEMBERS IN MINNESOTA

The state Board did a most thoughtful and analytical job before it made
its recommencations for State Program for 1961-1963. We realize that we have
a dual recle in this situation, (1) to interpret the wishes of the members as
evidenced in thre first round of program suggestions (which came in from 32
local Leagues) and (2) to reflect our own concern for the welfare and continued
hzalth of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota as a whole. We are a statewide
organization, our program should reflect this.

It is our belief that Item I, ""The League of Women Voters of Minnesota
will study the constitution of the state of Minnesota, and will propose
specific amendments for needed revision," does meet all League principles
and criteria and would weld our membership into a cohesive group, knowledgeable
in the provisions of our basic document, and able to make intelligent proposals
for its revision. Since revision is being accomplished in each session, with
little plan or design, our activities in this field are desperately needed.

The proposed Item II, "“The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will continue
its support of the principles of the Fair Employment Practices Act and will study
other problems of discrimination,” is our idea of a civil rights item which could
more properly be on a state program than the wording suggested by the "Committee
for the Promotion of a Civil Rights Item" and sent in by several Leagues. The
state Board has serious reservations as to the item itself -- the duplication
of the work of numerous other organizations, the emotional aspect of the whole
subject, the question as to the statewide appeal. We did not presume to attempt
to evaluate the amount of influence exerted by the work of the committee dedicated
to promoting this item on our state program. We took the suggestion in the civil
rights field at face value, as a sincere expression of our members! desire to be
active in this area. We felt almost a moral obligation to reflect this in our
proposed program. The flood of second round suggestions which we anticipate
will tell us whether we were right or not.

The final choice, as always, is yours. It is you, the member, who at
convention will decide the way we shall go. The state Board fervently hopes
that you will exercise this responsibility with thought, with restraint, and
with a deep concern for our future as an organization.

Mrs. 0. H. Anderson
President
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The state Board is providing enough copies of the Proposed Program for each
unit in your League. We hope this will help all your members to take part in this
grass roots process. We ask your unit members to send their suggestions to the
local League Board promptly, expecting then that your Board will review and
sunmarize the results and send them to the state Board by April 11, If some
of your units are unable to meet the local Board deadline, we encourage them
to send their suggestions direct to the state office.

On the basis of membership discussion the local Board may:
l. Accept:all or: part of the program as proposed,

2. sdubmit a revision of proposed item or items (this could be a revison
of the wording but not a change in the intent),

3. submit a not recommended item (a new item may net be introduced).
During your discussion of the Proposed State Program we remind you to consider
the workload involved in your proposal. In recommending your item, please include
a definition of your suggestion as well as some indication of the scope of the item.

The state Board reviews this second round of suggestions and submits a Proposed
Program to the State Convention,

CHECKLIST FOR A PROPER PROGRAM

There are two measures of the suitability of proposed Program items. They are the
list of criteris found in the Local Ieague”: Handbook and the principles enumerated
in the National Program. Every proposed item should be thoughtfully checked
against these two measures.

The principles are:

The principles of representative government and individual liberty established
in the Constitution of the United States.

A system of government which is responsible to the will of the people and which
enables the voter to carry out his obligations as a citizen.

A system of government in which responsibility is clearly fixed.

A system of government which promotes coordination of the operations of
federal, state, and local governments.

Governmental organization and administration which contribute to economy

and efficiency.

A merit system for the selection, retention, and promotion of government
personnel.

Legal protection of citizens in their right to vote.

A system of free public education which provides equal opportunity for all.
Protection of minority groups against discrimination.

Removal of legal and administrative discriminations against women.

A system of federal, state, and local taxation which is flexible and equitable.
Fiscal and monetary policies that promote a stable and expanding economy.
Responsibility of government to share in the solution of social and economic
problems which affect the general welfare.

Adequate financing of government functions and services.

Conservation and development of natural resources, in the public interest.
Domestic policies which facilitate the solution of international problems

and promoting world peace.

Cooperation with other nations in solving international problems and promoting
world peace.

Development of international organizations and international law to achieve
permanent means of cooperation.




The criteria are:

l.
2.
3.
e
5e
6o

7.
8.

9.

Does it come within the Principles of the League of Women Voters?

Is it a governmental problem?

'Ié the problem one which state government can solve?

Is it the best time to take up the proposed item?
Is the problem basic or only a part of a larger problem?

What would be the source of public funds if they are necessary to carry the
proposed item to auccessful conclusion?

Can the League offer a solution, or work toward a solution?

Will it give league members good experience in citizen action and provide
a good combination of exploratory work and action?

Has the League sufficient knowledge, womanpower, and funds to carry out the
proposal? When it is added to the local League's responsiblity for local
and national programs will the program load be too heavy?

"Will the League duplicate unnecessarily the work of other organizations?

Is there another organization better .adapted to do the job?

Is this the area in which the League can make its most valuable contribution
to the state?

What is the present attitude of the state toward the problem? If it is
unpopular, does the League have the strength and know-how to handle it
successfully?

Will all sections of the state be interested in the problem? Will it bring
together diverse groups?

Is there likelihood of some tangible success?

Will it involve decisions of a professional or technical nature which the
League is not equipped to make?
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To those league members interested in a civil rights item for the
1961 agenda of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota:

e

Dear League Member,

By now you may have received the recommendations of the State Board
of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota for the 1961-63 state agenda.
The State Board, feeling that member interest should be reflected in the
proposed items, has properly included an item on civil rights, "The league
of Women Voters of Minnesota will continue its support of the principles
of the Fair Employment Practices Act and will study other problems of
diserimination." The wording of this item apparently expresses the thinking
of many leagues throughout the state, and would permit study of any dis-
erimination which exists because of age or sex or membership in a minority
group.

The Committee for the Promotion of a Civil Rights Item is happy to
accept the item as recommended by the State Board. The committee, however,
cannot take credit for the wide concern for a civil rights item. Over 600
leaguers have expressed an interest in a study of civil rights, almost half
of these living outside the twin cities area. It would appear that this
jtem has state-wide appeal., If the committee has had any success in
articulating this concern, it is grateful.

Although the committee recognizes that other organizations are inter-
ested in promoting civil rights, it feels that the League is uniquely qualified

to work in this area because of its grass roots unit organization, its abili-
ty to further public education, its reputation for fairness and objectiviiy,

and its record of action on important legislation,

In addition, four national principles of the League of Women Voters
would seem to justify adoption of a civil rights item:

Prineiple No. 9 : "Protection of minority groups against discrimination."

Principle No. 10: "Removal of legal and administrative discriminations
against women,"

Principle No, 13: "Responsibility of government to share in the solution
of social end economic problems which affect the
general welfare,"

Principle No. 16: '"Domestic policies which facilitate the solution of
international problems and promoting world peace.”

If you are interested in adoption of a civil rights item, we hope you
will make your wishes known in two ways: 1) inform your delegates to the
May state convention, 2) express your preference at your next unit meeting
when second-round program suggestions are submitted. We should like to
urge you, when you send in your second round suggestions, to reiterate spe-
cifically your desire to have a civil rights agenda item adopted. We feel
that to fail to say anything about it on second round will indicate a lack
of interest in the item, and the State Board will so interpret it.

Sincerely,

COMMITTEE FOR PROMOTION OF A CIVIL RIGHTS ITEM

Elizabeth Zumwinkle, co-chairman
Annette Hughart, secretary
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A PROPOSED STULY OF MINNLCOTA'S TYDIAN CITIZxNS WITH EMPHASIS ON
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ALAS OF WoLFARL, LDUCATION A

D wCCa0M1IC OPFORLTUNLTY .

Life expectancy - 37 yearse.
One third of the children die before the age of 5.
Estimated per capita income of the most affluent group=-
$150 per year,
" If the total wealth of the land were divided equally among
the residents, it would come to about $500 per persou.

These statistics are not from some report about the Congo, the
natives of India or the people of Korea. These foreign people with
similar statistics have our sympathy, have our support, have the
League working for their betterment.

No, these facts state briefly and dramatically the condition and
plight of about 20,000 WMinnesota citizens - our ignored minority, the
Chippewas of -Minnesotsa.

“As a whole the Indians live in deeper poverty than any other
racial group in the nation. Not even the Puerto Kicans, our latest
rewcomers, are as disadvantaged., =-- This fact helps explain many
cther facts about their achievements and their attitudes."s

The reasons for not only our interest but our study and eventual
acticn cam be oriefly stated as: : :

1, Huaanitsrian concern for all our fellow men, especially those
less fortunate than ourselves,

2« The very real debt we owe to the Indian. From him, taken without
adeauste recompense, has come our whole country and the basis of our
standerd of llving. It 1is not too hard to imagine our country in thke
deploravle situation of the Union of South Africa today if the conditions
of our conquest had been just a little different, :

5. Our treatment of the Indian can be discussed only with appologies
in our dealing with other non-white nations = the bulk of the world
population. How can we ask the Asian-African nations ‘to respect and
ermmalate us when we have repeatedly broken treaty after treaty with
these non-white citizens and have continued to ignore ‘their needs
and aspirations?

4. And 1f the appeal can't be made to our Christian morality, a sense
of fair play, and how we appear in the eyes of other nations, there is
the equally valid appeal to the American pocketbook., Nationally since
1900 well over one billion dollars has been spent for the Indian. From
our Federal, state and local taxes much money goes annually to maintain
these citizens in their morass of peverty. Wouldn't it be sensible %o
spend the money in such a way so that Tthe Indian can be helyied to help
himself, become self-supporting, live in decency, and utilize his
tremendously valuable human potential?

Due to lack of information or a self-righteous attempt to excuse
our lack of concern, the idea is spread that Indians are Federal res-
ponsibility and therefore there is nothing that we can do. This is not
80. The state does have responsibility, definite legal responsibility,

# - "Indlan Rights and American Justice", Harold k., Fey, Christian
Century, 1955, 1




l. In 1Y24 1ndians .ere aade full ancricaa and sinncsota citizens.
'his graantcd them all beneflits end rosp0asibilivies of otmner citizens.,
2, The Jederecl povernusnt is oiliciully witadrawling as a protector
and providcr to tae Iadiane housc Concurrcat tesolution 1lUu was passcd
in 1%03% stating toat as rapgldly as gossible the Indiuns arc LO be made
subject to the saae ldaws, priviledpes and resyonsibilitivs as other

citizens; that taey sre to end tuclr status us sacds of tae Unlted
States; and th .t tae Inaisn saould assuce his full resgonsibllity as
an Amcrican cltizen.

Since th> p.ssape of this rcsolution, ncalin, education and welfeare
have been transfercd froa the Bureau of Indian afiuirs to tue U.o.
Department of 1ealth, :ducstion and .&¢lfare, A rslocsllou pro.ram has
b2en sturted to cstsblish Indisms off of the .eservalion. In 1lvdd
Public Law 280 was passe¢d by Congress maging tne indiazn subject to
state eivil and erlainal codcs. :

In i“innesota at tune prescnt time, the follo.ing =ré¢ tic najor
programs affecting the Indian in the arcas of welfure, educ.tion and
economiec orportunities: -

State und local Roles
T 1. Indians nave full state citizonsnip, aave tae right to vote and to
run for public office., '

2, Indians are subje¢ct to state and loc.l law and are entitled to
protection under tueze laws.

g8

-

e welfure a. «elf.re proprams are administered locully with stute
regulation.
b. 1'he st. te's share of various welf.re prograas is about
250, the locul governuent's sunarc varies, up to Z2ox.
In adeition tac local povsrrnusnb nas to advaace tne
rolief moneye If this necessitutss borrovi-g, tis

interest cuar.es nust be paid by tue local governnent,
4, zducaticn as. 'he local school bonrds, «itn the stete assistaace
given to all scpools, @ave full responsibilivy for
¢lecrertary and nigh schrol education of tine Indlan,
b. The stste grovides university scholarsaips solely for
Indisnse (10,000 allotted for tau biennium 1855-61)e
c. “ree tultion is grentid Yo Indiuns at tie brancaes
of tne Uhniversity of Jinnesoia,
sedoral Holas
=Y. fribnl assets snd funds are ke, t by Gue surcau of indian affairs,

2. tescriyntion assits are crojerty tax

3. The redscal povaernm.nt rovides foi :riocus welfare yropruns. some
for all citizens, somc for Indlans only. b piags for about S5V« cf these
programs depending on the clen, The adeialztrition is done loc.lly
wita stete reopvlation. ]

4, Loc:l 3caools arée puld amounts ecual to wiat would have been peld
in property taxes on deserv.tion sssets, Tae federal governaent pro-
vidos sowie ald in university scholepsnips, vecatlonul uraining, as
adult educstion yropram and a relec.ticn program for ludlians,

I'ribecs dole:

of valrs tdarougn tiucir elsclio
trivbul counc.lse. 'Lhe burcau of Indlan wliairs wWorks tarouga tne
tribal councils,. .

€. I'ribal as::ts = ged. bLa¢e ressrv=tion, 209,000 acrss;y ubout 3,50C
mumbers; assets of several - million deollars; unnual iancowe from thaoe
assets 400,000,
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“major principle that applises.
i8 ure tremendous. They are the mor Z0H
izing his potentlal, from becoming a use“ul,
buting citiz Instead his condition 1s a degredation o an
a disgrace i hls country that so vocally chumpions Irecdoun,
oprportunity and fair play. Government is decply involved in
probtlems {scme say that government has caused mang of them,,
governmen®t must b3 used to solve the problems. Thers can be
ing thet the general welfare is affected.
#156 ~ C servavion and development of natural resources ir tre p

economit

Indien froi

|
(
Pl
e

y faeas for economic development must hinge on this
Indian essets are in natural resources - timber, fisn, wild x\r¢
recreation arsas. These need development not only for the T
benefit, out to stop the wasting of these assets which could

b
the whole state,

5. Human values: The study of Minnesota's Indian citizens will show
areas ol immense need. There is need for legislation, cler ficarior
of jurisdiction, development of proper attitudes, and awaken’'ng or
cltizenry to the problems. We in the League pride ourselves 50 t

on jobs which need doing badly although they may be unpovula. o.’

met with vast voter indifference. We like to champion the uwderdog
the politically impotent. We can find no greater cnallenge than
study.

"Most Americans have an attitude of benevolent good will
the Indlan. We are prepared to help him on occasion by approrri
in Congress to avert starvation, or by gifts to missions, o> Lw
approving bills to end Federal wardship, wnich we are told are fu:
good. DBu% are we prepared to help tne Indian nelp himself, waev
help mey involve offending or causing economic loss to ne o
Wi race? The real choice we have to make 1s between & cour
pased on sentlmental aversion to seeing pecple suffer ana ar
course based on readiness to endure suffering ourselves tc inst
justice is done."s

Study alone will reveal the extent of League interest arc
however the need is immediate, the interested groups few and
attitude one of apathy and ignorance. Citizen education anl :
legislative action are vitally needed. Won't you lend ycur su
1n ma¥%ing this a League study item for 1961-3%

Solon, the great Greek law reformer and properly called tnar
of democracy, was asked, "What 1s the essential ingrediert -f t
corrnunity?" He replied, "When those who have not been injured “en
as indignant as those who have." e

S
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A PROPOSSED STULY COF MiINNESOTA'S TNDIAN CITIZ«NS WITH kMPHASIS ON

HEAS OF WoLEARL, BOUCATION ALD wCO~UNLIC OPFORTULLITY,

Life expectancy ~ 37 yearse.

One third of the children die before the age of 5.

Estimated per capita income of the most affluent group-
$150 per year.

If the total wealth of the land were divided equally among
the residents, it would come to about $500 per persou.

These statistics are not from some report about the Congo, the
natives of India or the people of Korea. These foreign people with
similar statistics have our sympathy, have our support, have the
League working for their betterment.

No, these facts state briefly and dramatically the condition and
plight of about 20,000 kiinnesota citizens - our ignored minority, the
Chippewas of Minnesota.

“As a whole the Indians live in deeper poverty than any other
racial group in the nation. Not even the Puerto Ricans, our latest
rewcomers, are as disadvantaged. --- This fact helps explain many
ctner facts about their achievements and their attitudes."#

The reasons for not only our interest but our study and eventual
acticn can be briefly stated as:
l. Hunaniterian concern for all our fellow men, especially those
le:

$ 8

=
o
2

8. fortunate Lhan ourselves,

2. Tho very real debt we owe to the Indian. From him, taken without
adequetc recompense, has come our whole country and tne basis of our
standerd of living. It is not too hard to imagine our country in the
deplorable situation of the Union of South Africa today if the conditions
of our conquest had been just a little different.

3¢ Our treatment of the Indian can be discussed only with appologies
in our dealing with other non-white nations - the bulk of the world
population. How can we ask the Aslan-African nations to respect and
crmmulate us when we have repeatedly broken treaty after treaty with
these non-white citizens and have continued to ignore their needs
and aspirations?

4. And if the appeal can't be made to our Christian morality, a sense
of fair play, and how we appear in the eyes of other nations, there is
the equally valid appeal to the American pocketbook. Nationally since
1900 well over one billion dollars has been spent for tne Indisn. From
cur Federal, state and local taxes much money goes annually to maintain
these clitizens in their morass of pryerty. Wouldn't it be sensible %o
sperd the money 1n such a way so that the Indian can be hel,ed to help
himself, become self-supporting, live in decency, and utilizs his
tremendously valuable human potential?®

Due to lack of information or a self-righteous attempt to excuse
our lack of concern, the idea is spread that Indians are Federal res-
ponsibility and therefore there is nothing that we can do. This is not
80, The state does have responsibility, definite legal responsibility.

# = "Indian Rights and American Justice", Harold L. Fey, Christian
Century, 1955,




1. In 1924 Ipainns serc aade full azcricaa and slancsota citizens.
Phis graanted them all beneflts and rfesp01s1DiliTicy of otaer citizons,
2. The .Jederel governusnt is ofiidciully witadrawliy as a protector
and providcer to the ITadian. hous¢ Concurpeat tesolution 10U vas passed
in 19%0% stating tnat as rapgidly as gossible che Indluns «arc uo be made
subject to thc suae lawus, prllevutvs and resypyonsibiliticvs as other
citizens; that tney are to end tuclr statils us wacds of tne Unitced
Statess and th .t tne Inalan saoculd assure nhis full resgonsibility (as
an Ancrican cltizen, :
Since the tessare of this resolution, ncalia, educuatlion and welfere
nave been transfercd froa the Buresu of fndian aliulrs to Tuae U.o.
Department of :iealth, uducction and .elfzre, A rolccutltlon pro-ram has
bzen sturted to estsblish Indisns off of the.cservatien. In 1wdd
Public Law 280 was passed by Congress mawing tine indizn svbject to
state civil and criminal codcsa 2
In ifinnssota at the resent time, the follo.ing =re tis najor
programns affecting the Indian in the arcas of weifure, educ.tion and
ccononic ovuuﬂLtLJ%:
State ang ;x'u HRolcs
1. indians ~ave full state citizensnip, aave tae rignt to voto and to
ran for public office.
2, Indians are subject to state and loc.l law and are entitled to
protection undsr tuese laws,
%o welfure a. welf.re yroprams arce administered locully with state
ragulation.
D. rnc st te's share of various welf.ure pro rans 1s about
Lhu locul goveranucnt's suarce varies, up to 2Zbj.
In adcition the local govsrnas=nt ags to advaace Lne
rolief moneye. If this necesslitutes borrowivg, t.e
ir t(tf\u.}t casr. os aust be pgaid by tuc local
4, zducation g, The local school boards, »itn the stete gssi
civen to all scaools, aave full resgons 011¢UJ
ele - wrntery and aigh achool education of the Indiz
b. The stste provides university scholarsaips solely
Indisns. (.10,000 allctoed for tac biennium 1809-6
c. “rce tultion is prentid to Indiuns at tiie brancaes
of tac University of Jilnnssota,

federel doles
. Tribal assets ond funds avrc ket . by tie suesau of Indian Affalirs,

2. 1gscrvotion as:nts aro P“';PL” te azv;yﬁn

3s The Fedsral povernm=nt | rovilrs for wvariovs welfure yroprena. some
for all citizens, sonc Ior Inglang ;" it fays for sboub Su~. of thacse
prograns depending on th }an. e administr tion is done loc.1!
witn stete regulation,

4, Loc:l 3cnools are ocaid amonnts scqual to waat would have been peld
in property taxes on deserv.tlon assels l'ae Jfedoral governaent pro-
vidos: some ald ‘in university scnolersalis, vecatlonul vraining, ai
adult educstion Lropram and a rele Lion grogram for Ilndlans.

I'riocs folsl

v/
i

I

1, _u,;,tlcally lnjlﬁr hbﬂdl* taeie ofvairs tiarougn thneir el
triovpul cousnc.is. Mhe burcau ol ludi&n &All&lrs wWorks Curovga tne
tribul councils, " i :

2, Y'ribal as:;ts « Red Ladec gserveilion, 269,000 acres; about 3,000
mcmbers; assets of several mlll;rﬂ dollars; unnual iacome from thaue
assets , 400,000, y
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. innesota Chippewa Tribe, 179,000 acres, the
remaining Chiprewa feservations in .innescta, about 7,000 mewbders,
assets 3-4 million dollars, annual income from taese au.Jetu $30,300 -
not sufficient to even supyort the tribal administration.

3, sconcmic development - Hed Lake, a fisaery and a lumber mill,

tlinnesota Chippewa Irioe, ncne.

4, Job oprortunities - Very fea4 Indiuns aave year rcund esployment.
Duc to poor natural resources and lack of developusnt, eL;lQJ;JUu
oup-ortunitics ure few. Trives ars toc poor to do tae developing
themselves,

Conflictirng uesponsibllity witin Yew itesultss

1, ‘icriin, wito the Indien, rsspocting nis aspirations, enavling
fnim to fiiid a decent way of l¢fe.

2. sconomic development of asiclse.

TLax cnforcement,
HOUS .-J.I'lt.. ©

study of Indians in .inncsota would be one wulch auply meets
ue ”fuﬂd“rﬂq.
rias All fifteen apply. ‘'ne above discussion roiﬁts out
: e has a legal and legislative role; tnat tne state can
-{i” “lll the vacuum in many arcas; th=t tae state's rcle will
to increase in the future; and tnat stute legislation 72n
sclve many of the Croblems,
The Lesprue can get sufficient inforaation cn the problom,
A few groups arec active in this arsa (Indian Committee of tne Goverroe's
Human Rights Commission, Legislative Interim Commission on Indian
\ffairs, caurch groups, stc.) The League could also, as an iapertial
aroup, perha' s do much to nhelp these groups work toward couron pCals,

2. Principles: Those with special ap.lication:
#4 - A system of gochpﬂcnt inich promotes coordination of the
operations of ('ederal, State and local {OUGPﬂﬁultS¢
There 1s grsat need Tor consistart, un.icrm, loag raage plannixd
so that the Indlians, governuant and =ll of us can know waat to expect,
Cocordinated and uniform lg4 and trzat.cnt can best and ;cirasps only

come at tne st:le level,
#8 - A system of free public educ tion wanich provides equal opportunity
for all.
wnlle it isn't due to segrepstlon, Indians don't have equal
opgortunity in cducution. Dus to eccnomic and social deprivation,
shyness and fcur of tne unknown, parcntal a.atny, or socuclaing ac
uncomglicated as net naving propcr clotiaing, Indiun jouth aren’ft
receiving full education. Accordiany to tic deverend Gsor.s Snii
Iadiaon minister living =t Cass Lake, zbout 20% of &tn . rede Frl
gradoetes finisa hign scacol. e avereu e ior Lae .
s 8% fGvanced educ:tion poses even a greater
emotic.ial karrier; yet education 1s the keystono
SOl l:Ghe
#9 = Proncction of minority ;roups against dLacr¢nlﬁwi'gn3

Ni8a,imiraClon GOEs EXLSt and combinec Witk €20nomic &nd
ticna. status erscts a tremendous barrier to tne individuas Lo
to the ©rib2s in their business deulings, However, irom tae
point of view, an equal discrimination is the legal ambiguity




applies.
are the :
; LCTtldl from becoming a u:
[nstead his condi tlon is a dearcggrigg .
nis country that so vocally chumpion frecdu;
fair play. Government is deeply invelved in
that government has caused many of them
used to solve the problems. Tners ca
; velfare is affected.
vation and development of natural resources

for economic development must hinge on
in natural resources - timber, fisn,
These need development not only fer
stop the wasting of these assets which

study of Minnesota's Indian citizens
There 1is need for legislation, cle:
dbvelonnent of proper attitudes, and awaksn
We in the League pride ourselves
lC“d QOl'g badly although they may be unporula
voter indifference. We like to cdhampion the u
ly impotent. We can find no greater cnallenge

are prepared to help him on oceasion Hy 3;
to avert starvation, .or by gifts to missiocons,
bills to end Federal wardship, wnich we are tol
are we prepared to help the Indian nelp himeelf
wolve offphdlng or causing economic loss to
. 1 real choice we have to make 1s between &
based ~»n sentimental aversion to seeing people suffer an
: cased on readiness to endure suffering ourselves
justice 1s done."% .
Study alone will reveal the extent of League interest
the need 1s immediate, the interested groups f
of apathy.and ignorance. Citizen educatic
action are vitally needed. Won't you lend
his a League study item for 1961-3%
the i;:{:at Greek law reformer and prope
of d@thrncy, vas asked, "What is the esrenblul in
community?” He replied, "When those who have not
as indignant as )se who have."
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A PROPCSED STULY OF MINNESOTA’S TNDIAN CITIZxNS WITH BmPHASIS ON

o —— e —

AZLAS OF WoLFARE, LOUCATION AnD wCOsOLIC OPrORIULITY.

Life expectancy = 37 years.

One third of the children die before the age of 5.

Estimated per capita income of the most affluent group-
$150 per year.,

If the total wealth of the land were divlided equally among
the residents, it would come to about 500 per persomn.

These statistics are not from some report about the Congo, the
natives of India or the people of Korea. These foreign people with
similar statistics have our sympathy, have our support, have the
League working for their betterment.

No, these.facts state briefly and dramatically the condition and
plight of about 20,000 ikiinnesota citizens - our ignored minority, the
Chippewas of Minnesota.

“As a whole the Indians live in deeper poverty than any other
raclial group in -the nation. WNot even the Puerto Ricans, our latest
rewcomers, are as disadvantaged. =--- This fact helps explain many
cther facts about their achievements and their attitudes."#

The reasons for not only our interest but our study and eventual
acticn can be oriefly stated as:

1. Hunaniterian concern for all our fellow men, especially those
less fertunate Lhan ourselves, ,

2. The very real debt we owe to the Indian. From him, taken without
adzquete recompense, has come our whole country and tne basis of our
standsrd of livinge. It is not too hard to imagine our country in the
deploravle situation of the Union of South Africa today if the conditjons
of our conquest had been just a little different.

3. Our treatment of the Indian can be discussed only with appologies
in our dealing with other non-white nations - the bulk .of the world
population. How can we ask the Aslan-African nations to respect and
ermulate us when we have repeatedly broken treaty after treaty with
these non-white citizens and have continued to ignore their needs
and aspirations?

4. And if the appeal can't be made to our Christian morality, a sense
of fair play, and how we appear in the eyes of other nations, there is
the equally valid appeal to the American pocketbook. Nationally since
1900 well over one billion dollars has been spent for the Indian. From
our Federal, state and local taxes much money goes annually to maintain
these citizens in thelr morass of psyerty, Wouldn't it be sensible %o
spend the money in such a way so that the Indian can be helyed to help
nimcelf, become self-supporting, live in decency, and utilize his
tremendously valuable human potential?

Due to lack of information or a self-righteous attempt to excuse
our lack of concern, the idea is spread that Indians are Federal res-
ponsibllity and therefore there is nothing tnat we can do. This is not
80, The state does have responsibility, definite legal responsibility,

% - "Indian Rights and American Justice", Harold L. Fey, Christian
Century, 1955.




1. In 1v24 1raions .ere gade full asmcrlicaa and winucsota citizens,
Yhis graatcd them all bbddilna and rusL01sibilitics of otaer citizens,.
£% The Jederesl govornusnt 1s OAJJC_-_lJ witodrawlng &3 a protector
and providcer to tnc Tndiane nousc Concurrcat xesolution 1lU¢ vas passcd
in 1%0% stating thnat as prapldly us sossible che Indiuns ape LO be made
subject to thc saae laws, priviledyes and rosyensiblilitivs as other

01tiaena' that taey are to sand tuclr status us sarus of tne unlitcd
States; and th t tae Inalan saould ussu.ce his full respgonsibility as
an Amcrican cltizen,.

Sinée tha p.assapge of this resolution, nealin, gducation and welf'are
have been traonsfercd from the Buresu of Indlan aliulrs Lo Tue UoDoe
Department of ealth, .ducction and .e¢lfare, 4 rolocullon progrem has
bzen started to estsblisn Inﬂiun“ off of the .cservation. In 1lwdd
Public Law 280 was passed by OH&PLQS nawing tne iLndizn suvbject to
state civil and crlminel codcs.

In “innesota at the oresent time, the follo.ling =re tic .major
programs aff ecting' the Indian in thc aw as of weifure, educ.tion and
economic oriortunities: '

State and Local Rolcs
i Tndians Aave full state citizonship, aave tae rignt to vote @nd to
ran for public office.
2, Indians are subjcct to state and loc.l law and are entitled to
protection under tuese lads.
%, welfure a. «elfire groprams are administered. locully with stuato
regulation.
b. ‘t'he st te's share of various welf.re pro ruas is about
250, the locul governucntts suarc v;rius, up.to 2.
In adsition tac local governasnlb anas to advaace tne
I‘UlJ.'c.i mozey. Lf tiis nccessitutes borroviig, t.e
intercst caar.os wust pe paid by tue local governnent,
4, sducation a. The local school 'bourds, wita the stete sssistance
civen to zll sconocdls, aave tull responsibility lor
clerertery and nigh sennol educidtion of tae I"‘
The stste provides university scholarsalps 8
Indisns, (10,000 gllctoed for tac biennium l»*
Tpeé  tuition 18 irentsd to Indiuns at tie brancaes
of tae Unlveralty of Jinassoid.

ssets and funds arc kuy s B sirsan cof Indian aAffairs,

2., 1gscrv=tion as:’ts arc crojerty 2o’ i

%, The *edscal povern=:nt jrovides for viricus gelfare uroLrena.
for 211 LJt“-GWS, some for Indlans only. l uys Lor sbout SV~ cf
[rograns d“ﬁﬂfviﬁg on- trig slen. The ade %tion is done loc. 1!
witn stete régvlation,

4, Loccl van“ls are pald amounts équal to wial would have buen
in property taxes on deserv.ticon ssbets ‘ne fedosral povercnaent
vides some aid in university scnolersaldps ocational vraining, au
adult educs uioﬁ gropram and a reloeoc.ticon program for Lndians.
I'riocs’ 1?1

1, Jl;OTutLC 11y Indians hendle taele ofvairs taroupn tacir elascte
tribusl councils. fhe burcau of ludian »ilzirs wWorks tarouga Lne
tribal counciise ' S

. Iribal as:cts - Red Lagc neservetion, 260,000 acres; about 3,
members; . assets of weveral million dollars; unnual iacowe from tn=s
assets 400,000, .




¢innesota Cﬂ{iwkwa tYrioe, 179,000 acrss, the
remalning Chiprewa reservations in sinnesota, about 7,000 members,
assets -4 million dollars, annual income from taese assets $50,000 -
not sufficient to even supiort the tribal administration.

3. aconcmic development - Hed Lake, a fisaery and a lumber mill,

viinnesota Chipyewa irioe, nconc.

4. Job oprortunities - Very few Indizns aave yscar round esmployment,
Duc to peor natural resources and lack ol developwsnt, employaent
ouiortunitics are few. Tribes are toc poor to do tae developing
themselves,

Conflicting .iesponsibility with t'ow itesults:
Lin; fith the Indien, resgccting nis asgirations, enauvling
o fiid a decunt way of 1lilee.
sconomic development of assels,
Lai enforcement,

(31 'S 1T
HOUSIIIE o

Tre study of Indians in .innssota would ve one wunlch auply meets
all Lesague atandards.
le Cricerians All fifteen apgplye. ''ne above discussion points out
hat ths -tate has a legal and legislative role; tnat tne state can
and siould fill the vacuum in many arcas; thet tae state's role will
continue to increase in the future; and teat state legislation zan
hely seclve many of the Zroblems.
I'ne Lespue can get sufficient inforaation cn the problom,
A few groups are active in this arca (Indian Counmittee of Tne huVu‘rUP'S
Human Rignts Commission, Legislative Interim Commission on Indian
Affalrs, caurch groups, stc.) The Leajue could also, as an iagartial
agroup, perha s do much to nelp these groups work towapd coanon LG:L;.

2. Principles: Those with ecial ap:.lication:
#4 - A system of government wnich promotcs coordination of the
opérations of [ederal, state and local governuents,

There 1s grsat need for cons.start, un.icrm, long raage plannixg
so that the Indians, governusnt und sll of us can know waat to expect,
Coordinated and uniform law and tr=at.cent can best and craaps only
come at tue state level,

#8 - A system of iree public educ tion waich provides equal opportunity
for all,

walle it isn't due to segrepstion, Indians don't have equal
opgortunity in c¢ducution. Due to eccnoaic and social derrivation,
shyness and foar of the unknown, parcntal a.atiny, or souwclalng ac
uncomglicated as nct naving proper clotioing, Indiun youtn aren't
receiving full education. Accordin, to the deverend Gecr.e Smith,
Indian minister living =t Caess Lake, uabout 2U% of Bin grade inl
gradoefcy finisa hign 503001. e averua. e l'or btae resb ol
is 815% tavancad educztion poses even a greater finsuc’.:
emotlic.ial bearrier; yet education 1s the ksystone to ar
soludi
#9 - P{)t:ff Lon of m;nﬁrlty Lroups against d;acrir"'fjun~

Nisarimiration does exlst and combinec with G“ru"uLP ENC Y
ticna. stuts erscts a chmendouu barrier to the individusg: inaiiecr
to the tribzss in their business deualings., However, Irom tne L34apua

point of view, an equal discrimination is the legal ambigully %5act




are the
““teatial ffom becoming .

C““ihtl on 18 a degredatior

8o vocally champlons Ire

Gﬂ« srnment 1s deeply invols
government has caused many of thnen,

: solve the problems, Therz can
welfare is affected.

and development of natural resources ir

cas for economic develoymvnt must hinge or
re in natural resources - timber, fisn,

8s These need dcvel-pment not only for
stop the wasting of these assets which

s: The study of Minnesota's Indian citizens
areas ol ig 1seé need. There 1s need for legislation, cler!
of jurisdiction, development of proper “LtltlQPS, and awrien”?
Cit17b Pj ta Ehe problems. We 1in the League pride ourseliec
on } whi need doing badly although they may be unporula: .
met ultn v,r‘ oter indifference. We like to champion ths wuwude
the politically impotent. We can find no greater cnallenge ths:
study. ‘

"Most Americans have an attitude of benevolent good will toward
the Indian. We are prepared to help him on occasion by appro;»
in Congress to avert starvation, or by gifts to missions, or 'v
approving bills«to end Federal wardsnip, which we are told
2 00d but are we prepared to help the Indian help himgelf

involve offending or causing economic loss to
The real cholce we have to make is between
entimental aversion to seeing people suffer
on readiness to endure suffering oursel
cOone . %

Study alone will reveal the extent of League interes
however the need i1s immediate, the interested groups
attitude one of apathy and ignorance Citizen educatio
legislative action are vitally n;pﬂ‘w. “o“‘* yw
in malking this a League study item for 1961-

Solon, the great Greek law reformer Ld iPGpEP]" called
of democracy, was asked, "What is the ss:enblul ingredient
cormunity?" He PJDllud "When those who have not been in;
as indignant as those who have." Nt ‘
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TO: Derothy Anderson Ul LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
15th and WASHINGTON AVES. S.E.
FROM: wi Empats MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA

SUBJECT DATE

Fresident's Letter Mareh 11, 1961

thet included with the seterial cn/Steate Progren ‘{-\. tthe local Leag y
a letter expressing the Stete's aﬁ‘s;\:_‘.a reservet efis in rogerd to Kecormended
Current Agende item 2, g

e

I wag very surprised when the [ rﬂsz.s.,zﬁ'_‘: 'Th ived teday, to h“-d

u ;a..,

It seemed to me that at our last Bourd meeting, we discussed ruther thoroughly
three alternetives., lNumber 1 « that the eivil rights item not be reccumended;
thie it wes decided we could not do in view of the overwhelming respense from
the loeal Leagues., Number 2 = to use the wording of the item &g it ctme in
from the loecl lengues, and express the State Board's grove reservations
concerning such en item, Number 8 « to rework the item mo &s to muke it
accepteble as & program item, should it become &n agenda item in May, &and 1o
present it for seccnd=round programming without any indication of the Board's
reservaticn,

After we hmd made the decision on No, 1, it seems to me that we had full
discussion on points 2 and 3 « and toock a vote deciding to follow the 'Lnlrf.
course, It was within this comtext that Gimny, Fran, Irene &nd I speni th
following efterncon working on the meterial which would explain the two




recommended itema,

Had the Bosrd deeided to i the item,and presewt it's ress

ae the iten came in I woml t porsonally have felt thmt it

to the bost intereste of ‘L_m el Lecgue, ney up to the potenti
Board, &and I wes pleased th his wes not the decision,

Had the Board decided afiter full discussion thet the presentution of
item, even after reworking the wording., should be presented with ocur

wn

reservation, I would have voled fgainst it, but would have gone alorg wi
the majority decision with no questioan,

But the Bourd decided thet both itema should be presemted without any
recurwtir-rs, and so I am upset, and I think legitimtely so, about ihe
inclusion of this additionnl r:ntoriﬁ.t in the proposed state program informmtion,




March 2C;

Mrs Pai “asey, President
LWV of Owatonna,

703 Parkview Place
Ogatonna, Minn.

Dear Mrs. Casey,

Mrs. Anderson asked that I gather the information
you rejucsted re the Lezgues that expressged an
interest i: taxes in t'e first vound. The lis:

48 herc included. In some cases it represents

a Board decision, in s me cases the interest of

one unit or a few wembeérs, in come cases it wac one
item in a long list seni ine

Aystin

Battle lLake
Brooklyn Center
Duluth

Golden Valley
Moorhead

Mound

Hew Richland
Owatonna
Richfield
Roseville

White Eear lake.

Hope this i * help te If you need more ing
formation, i

Sincerely,

#

Mre. Ef.?‘-;r. 1d Wilson
Orgenization Secretary
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A DOZEN LIVELY

The “Lively Issues” edition of the Minnesota Voter
comes to you, the member, from the state Board’s desire
to inspire more thoughtful, more varied, more imagina-
tive Program suggestions. It is in no sense complete or
final; the research involved is not in depth. We have no
wish to lead or push you into any specific area. We do
not even say that these are necessarily fields in which
the League may properly act. We offer here a menu—
if you will—designed to titillate your tastebuds.

The areas covered range—in no particular order —
from those obviously akin to current League Program,
through a variety of interesting possibilities, to some
which you may consider far afield. What they have in
common is the need for legislative action.

ISSUES

The presentations were prepared by a committee of
six—three, members of the state Board, the other three,
members of local Leagues. They present their own in-
terests and judgments; they are accurate in factual con-
tent, but any apparent bias toward a specific subject or
course of action represents the human tendency to be-
come personally involved; no official state Board position
is reflected.

I commend these committee members for their excel-
lent work. If these Lively Issues stimulate from yox a
flood of suggestions in these, or any other, fields, we

shall all be amply rewarded.

fbcvza%(f ﬂnm

1. WELFARE

Minnesota has a broad humanitarian, federal-state-
county supported program of assistance for persons in
need. But there is much in the federal and state law that
should have re-examination and change. In our legisla-
tive efforts to make sure that persons receive assistance
only in cases of proven distress, we seem to have strung
out enough red tape to hang the very assistance process
itself.

For example, we categorize need into five distinct
groups as follows: blind, aged (over 65), dependent
child (under 18), totally disabled, and “all others” (this
group is also referred to as “relief”).

The assistance program for the first four groups is ad-
ministered by the 87 counties, under federal and state
regulations, and with federal, state, and county sharing
costs. The fifth group—“all others”—is administered by
the county, or in many cases in Minnesota, by the city,
village, or township, and is financed entirely by local
taxes. All five categories are treated differently—different
maximum grants, different provisions for medical care,
different requirements as to allowable other income. The
needy person is further screened by the “residence re-

quirements” which make an applicant ineligible for
assistance if he has not lived in a certain place for a

certain length of time.

Out of all this often comes confusion, delay and shunt-
ing about—not very helpful to a person in distress. Per-
haps League study could find a solution providing that
each individual be treated on the basis of determined

need.

2. REORGANIZATION OF STATE GOVERNMENT

Two principles of the LWV directly point to an ever
pressing problem of most state governments: “a system
of government in which responsibility is clearly fixed”
and “governmental organization and administration
which contribute to economy and efficiency.” The prob-
lem, of course, is reorganization of state government.

A look at this issue reveals that, as Governor Freeman
put it in 1955, “Everyone who studies the problem agrees
that reorganization is necessary, but not everyone sup-
ports the same solution.” The difference of opinion
arises in many ways. In some cases there is a point of
view that the stability of an established agency or opera-
tion is good and most efficient, or that the reorganization
should take some other form. In other cases there is a
tendency for existing government agencies to be jealous
of their existence and hesitate to be reorganized out of
existence or into another status. Leaguers are familiar
with this pattern at all levels of government. In fact,
where Leaguers observe such a tendency they often be-




lieve it is a good place for them to step in.

Most recent major reorganization was in 1939 when
the Department of Administration and the Civil Service
system were created, and central budgetary controls were
established. In the years since then, as the scope of gov-
ernment services has broadened, the need for more
“rational” organization, according to Governor Freeman,
has grown. Too many agencies and too many bosses
conducting the state’s business lessen efficiency and
economy. In 1955, the Governor complained that when
department heads come together “it is a veritable mass
meeting.”

The 1955 reorganization plan submitted by the Gover-
nor to the legislature proposed a reshuffling of the ma-
jor departments and boards. Much of the substance of
this proposal was passed, but after the session it was
invalidated by a clerical error. Since then, two other
plans have been presented, but only one major point
gained—creation of a new corrections department, con-
solidating some of the functions formerly done by the
Department of Public Welfare, the Youth Conservation
Commission, and the state Board of Probation and
Parole.

Here are some specific points in reorganization propo-
sals. They suggest the difficulties involved.

Department of Commerce: In 1955, 1957 and 1959 it
was proposed that the functions of from eight to eleven
agencies be consolidated under a new Department of
Commerce. It was argued that this reorganization would
“assist the development of projects to stimulate business
and industrial expansion.” The agencies include, among
others, the Department of Business Development, De-
partment of Aeronautics, and the administrative func-
tions of the Railroad and Warehouse Commission.

Railroad and Warehouse Commission: Both the Gov-
ernor and a legislative interim commission have recom-
mended that this commission be appointive rather than
elective and that its housekeeping and administrative
functions be transferred. It would retain its quasi-legisla-
tive and quasi-judicial functions.

Department of Labor: A new Department of Labor
combining duties of the Department of Employment
Security and the Industrial Commission has also been
proposed three times.

These are only samples of proposals already made;
formal plans have not even been offered in some areas.
For example, there are 18 examining and licensing
boards which duplicate each other in housekeeping and
other functions. Not yet at the point of public discus-

sion is the possible need for governmental machinery to
bring together and coordinate planning of the state’s
numerous programs and projects. There is little doubt
that reorganization would be a rich field for study.

3. CONSUMER CREDIT

Buy now—pay later. Our economy appears to thrive
on this concept; but careful study of the extent of con-
sumer credit today raises some serious questions. Not
the least of these is “How much does it cost to ‘pay
later’?”

Some extenders of credit do their utmost to disguise
the actual cost of “paying later,” for example:

A consumer is quoted a price in terms of so much
down and so much a month, with the price of credit
buried in this “easy terms” quotation.

The price of credit is quoted as a monthly rate, mak-
ing the true annual rate 12 times the quoted monthly
rate.

Credit is quoted as a percentage of the original amount,
rather than of the unpaid balance. Under such circum-
stances, the real rate is about double the rate stated.

The price of credit is stated as an “add-on” or “dis-
count,” applied to the original amount. This also makes
the true rate approximately twice the rate quoted.

It takes a pretty sharp consumer to cut through this
web of payment schemes to the truth. One solution
would be what has already been proposed at both the
state and national level: a full disclosure law, requiring
that the seller clearly set forth on the credit contract the
complete extent of the finance charges. Some believe
this disclosure should be stated in terms of true annual
interest. As women, we are important consumers. It
would be interesting and illuminating for us to take a

look at this problem.

4. WATER CONSERVATION

Our four-year national water resources study and re-
lated work looking at Minnesota’s waters brought us
face to face with a number of water associated state
issues. We are already familiar with state machinery for
managing water resources. We know that the Water
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Resources Board has advisory power to integrate state
water policies; but without enforcement authority, the
Board will always have difficulty achieving coordinated
management. What other states do and what is the most
effective sort of statewide authority was not part of our
previous investigation.

One interested group, the Minnesota Association of
Soil and Water Conservation Districts, suggests that all
natural resources are so interrelated that their manage-
ment should be attacked on a broad scale. The Associa-
tion has asked the 1961 legislature to create an interim
commission to study a proposal for a “Council of Nat-
ural Resources.”

The tool that the Water Resources Board is presently
using to promote integrated water management— the
small watershed district — perhaps needs attention. Only
slightly more than two per cent of the state’s total area
has been organized into districts. Some of the questions
raised by this slow development are: Should the forma-
tion of districts be compulsory, rather than voluntary?
Can more financial authority be given so the district can
be more effective in coping with pollution problems?
Should the state give more financial aid to encourage
formation?

Another issue closely related to water is recreation.
The happy forecast that Americans will have increasing
leisure time in future years lends special importance to
development of adequate and well planned recreation
areas. Pressures on Minnesota’s parks are already start-
lingly evident with a camper increase of 600 per cent
from 1954. The issue in park planning is one of finan-
cing needed expansion. A number of eastern states have
had to launch multi-million dollar bond programs to
meet demands. In Minnesota park planners hope to
achieve a $7 million expansion program in ten years
without going into debt. Can it be done? The legisla-
ture has been asked to consider various ways to accom-
plish this, including an increase in driver license fees
carmarked for parks. A study of how to maintain and
increase pleasant and plentiful state parks and a cam-
paign for them might be an especially enjoyable League
crusade.

5. RETIREMENT PLANS

A thorny but much neglected area of government
action is that of pensions for persons in public employ-
ment. In Minnesota we have seen the growth of literally

dozens of separate funds, each applying to a special seg-
ment of public employes. Major plans are those of the

State Employes Retiremtnt Association (SERA), Teach-
ers’ Retirement Association (TRA), and Public Em-
ployees Retirement Association (PERA). In addition
there are separate plans for game wardens, for state
highway patrolmen, and many other plans for employes
of local units of government, mainly policemen (26
funds) and firemen (21 funds). Most of these plans are
regulated by legislative act. Most of them are different
as to amount of employe contribution, amount of public
tax contribution, benefits to be paid, age at which pay-
ments shall begin, size of deficit in the fund, etc.

In a few cases, notably in SERA and increasingly in
TRA, a combination plan is in operation, with the em-
ploye being covered both by Social Security and the re-
tirement association to which he belongs. Several major
controversial areas which could stand some LWV scru-
tiny are these: Should more of the plans be coordinated
with Social Security? Should any new plans be estab-
lished for special segments of persons in public employ-
ment (for example, school administrators)? Should
some system be established which would pool all the
plans into one? Should there be a moratorium on ex-
tension of further benefits until financing of each fund
has been improved? Some of these questions might
form a basis for League action.

6. CIVIL DEFENSE

The nation’s present civil defense structure places the
state in a key position of providing leadership. In 1951,
Minnesota established a Department of Civil Defense
which now has a comprehensive survival plan. Much
needs doing for the plan to be effective in the event of
disaster. Some examples of new legislation needed to
bolster the plan are: 1) require all new public construc-
tion to provide shielding from fallout; 2) require exist-
ing public buildings to be modified for fallout protec-
tion; and 3) exempt from local real estate taxes im-
provements made on private building for fallout pro-
tection.

A Leaguer looking at civil defense plans will turn to
an interesting area dealing with government structure
—the need for civil government to retain control be-
fore, during, and after an attack. Constitutional Amend-
ment No. 3 on this fall’s ballot is one step in providing
continuity of government at state and local levels. Fur-
ther legislation, implementing the amendment, should
detail the lines of succession in public offices. Another
point important to continuity of government is preser-
vation of certain records such as vital statistics, high-

way plans, school records, and all laws. This work has
been financed in only a limited way in Minnesota.

State civil defense authorities claim that effectiveness
of the total program rests on involvement and support
of the entire community. They believe it requires more
public education than is now being financed by the leg-
islature.

7. CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION

Despite the fact that members of the LWV have
known for years that the best and cheapest method of
revising an outmoded constitution is via a constitutional
convention, most of the rest of the citizens of this state,
and particularly the legislators, have disregarded our
“wise” teachings on the subject. It seems safe to predict
that they will continue to do so. Nevertheless our com-
mitment to the real need for constitutional revision, as
well as our status as an action organization, require that
we do more than sit in an ivory tower, waiting for a
convention which may never materialize. If our aim is
really to achieve an adequate constitution, we have two
possible courses of action.

The first approach would be to continue, or even step
up the pressure for a convention, hoping to prod the
legislature into proposing a continuing flow of amend-
ments. This is essentially what we have been doing for
several sessions with some degree of success. This
method has the disadvantage, however, of leaving us
with little influence in the proposing phase of the
amendment. Once the legislature is adjourned, we only
survey the amendments and decide whether to oppose,
support or take no part in their passage.

Our other approach might be to say, “A constitutional
convention is the best method, but our real objective is
to get the Constitution revised. If the only way that this
can be done is via the amendment process, then let us
press vigorously for amendments in the order in which
action seems most urgently needed.”

A dozen years have passed since the Minnesota Con-
stitutional Commission made recommendations for
change in our Constitution. Since then the judiciary,
local government, highway, and executive articles have
been partially or extensively revised. The sections which
the Chairman of the Commission, Lloyd M. Short, con-
siders to be most urgently in need of attention now
are reapportionment, length of session, and the debt
article. He also feels that there is merit in continuing
to whittle away at the outmoded sections despite the

fact that it is hard to stir up a great deal of interest in
them.

From 1946-1958, 22 amendments were proposed and
11 were adopted. The Constitution is being revised.
Should we accelerate the pace and play a more active
role in seeing that good amendments are proposed by
changing our own outlook on constitutional revision?

8. HUMAN RIGHTS

In 1959, several bills were introduced in the legislature
to amend the Fair Employment Practices law: two bills
to broaden the discrimination factors to include age and
marital status; one to extend the jurisdiction in public
accommodations and urban redevelopment projects; one
to permit the inclusion of photographs in job applica-
tions; and one to forbid discrimination in the sale or
rental of publicly assisted housing. All of these bills died
in committee. None of the bills fell within the purview
of League study or consensus on FEPC. Since this was
a Continuing Responsibility, no expanded study or con-
sensus was proper and no stand was taken.

Two areas of human rights are often mentioned as
Program suggestions. The first is housing. In 1957, a
legislative interim commission on housing and segrega-
tion practices was charged with investigating discrimin-
ation in the sale and rental of housing accommodations.
The act creating the commission “declared the right to
equal opportunity for adequate housing accommodation
a civil right in this state.” It was demonstrated beyond
doubt that this right is not enjoyed by our minority
families and that besides shelter, job opportunities and
educational facilities are concomitantly affected. The
commission report states, “No one who appeared before
the commission contended that discrimination did not
exist.”

The problem is particularly acute at present since
large numbers of urban non-whites have been or will be
displaced by freeway and redevelopment projects. More
than 1,000 non-white families are already thus affected,
and this number will at least be tripled. While compen-
sation awards are sufficient to permit the purchase or ren-
tal of other housing, non-whites are frequently unable
to do so when faced with discrimination.

The Indian problem is another frequent Program
suggestion. Indians in Minnesota, numbering about 18,-
000, are caught in a vertical shifting of responsibility be-
tween the town, county, state, and national government,
and are our most depressed minority group.

Integration of Indians into the white community is
complicated partly by the fact that their culture differs
from the European civilization which has been intro-




duced into their country. It appears that the state gov-
ernment will have to play a larger role in the readjust-
ment of our Indians, respecting their cultural heritage,
and at the same time, according them the privileges of
other citizens.

9. TAXATION

Taxation as an issue is hardly fading. It becomes more
important with each legislative session and it may again
find a place on the League agenda. When measured in
terms of percentage of income, Minnesota’s tax level
ranks eighth from the top in the nation. Per capita in-
come in Minnesota is below the national average, while
state and local public expenditures are higher than the
national average and than in neighboring states. The
three major categories of expenditures are education,
highways, and welfare, accounting for 80% of the total.
Expenditures for education make the difference between
Minnesota and the national average.

Perhaps one approach to this vast, technical, and com-
plicated field would be to take on just one vital segment
of it. The politically “hot” areas are apparent to anyone
who reads the newspaper. They are the sales tax and
withholding of the personal income tax. The Report of
the Governor’s Tax Study Committee of 1956 lists many
other areas that need public scrutiny: the property tax
and assessment system; other aspects of personal income
tax; corporate income tax; taxation of iron ore; gross
earnings taxes; insurance premiums tax; tobacco and
alcoholic beverages taxes; highway user taxes; and in-
heritance and gift taxes.

Of these, the Report has this to say about the first:
“The personal property tax is generally considered to be
the sorest point in our tax structure . . . (it is) the most
deficient major element of the Minnesota tax system,
not only in terms of its inequity in structure and en-
forcement, but also in its discriminatory impact on in-
dustry and agriculture.”

A different look at the problem of taxes could be
taken long-range. Clearly, public services are virtually
impossible to cut. It would be unlikely that any savings
effected by more efficient use of the tax dollar would
materially reduce the tax burden. This is particularly
the case with local units. The time may be imminent
when the state legislature must choose between granting
local governments the power to levy non-property taxes
which will bring in substantial revenue, or force local
governments to rely on the state for ever increasing

grants-in-aid or a share in more state-collected taxes.

League history in studying taxation has been marked
by inability to reach agreement. The fact that the mem-
bers of the Governor’s Committee presented a unani-
mous report, although starting from widely differing
points of views, indicates that agreement may now be

possible in the LWV.

10. EDUCATION

Financing and directing public education at all levels
is a heavy and broad responsibility of state government.
As conscientious citizens in a democracy, Leaguers nat-
urally want to respond to measures that will ensure a
sound educational system.

How to finance a “uniform” system of public schools
is the knotty question in elementary and secondary edu-
cation. Local school district property tax sources never
seem to yield enough income. Because local districts
must have state aid and because the methods of appor-
tionment are complex, the formulation of aid programs
receives continuing attention from the legislature. It also
received League scrutiny more than ten years ago. Some
reduction in the number of different types of aid has
been achieved, but some basic questions remain un-
settled.

Consolidation is another continuing issue and is re-
lated to fiscal problems. Educators agree that for good,
adequately financed schools there are floor and ceiling
on the number of pupils in a district. It is desirable that
a 12-year elementary and secondary program be main-
tained in each district, rather than having separate dis-
tricts for elementary schools. Though Minnesota has re-
duced its number of districts from 7,600 in 1947 to 2,300
in 1959, we are still far from reasonable goals. One ex-
pert suggests 250 or fewer districts. Legislative emphasis
has been on voluntary action for district consolidation.
Is swifter action needed?

In higher education, the key development of recent
years and for the future is that more people want more
education. In the next 15 to 20 years, enrollment in Min-
nesota colleges, public and private, may double. Existing
facilities are over-crowded now; some areas of the state
do not have college programs easily available; and the
supply of well-trained college teachers is not adequate.
With the changing situation in higher education, there
is much talk of the “roles” of the three types of public
institutions — the University, the state colleges and the
junior colleges—and their relationship to each other.

The University is an institution of broad scope, pro-
viding many services and extensive research in addition
to its strictly instructional function. State colleges were

provided for by the first Minnesota legislature to edu-

cate teachers. Today’s five state colleges continue in this
function but have added liberal arts programs. The
growth in importance of public junior colleges, or com-
munity colleges, is a new development in higher educa-
tion all over the country. There are nine such colleges in
Minnesota.

Fiscal questions overlie all the other considerations
in higher education as in other areas of government.
Responsibility for financing higher education is not as
clearly defined as for elementary and secondary schools.
One must begin with such basic questions as: Just what
is the state’s responsibility for educating beyond second-
ary school? How much of the burden should student
tuition bear? Does anyone who wants higher education
have a right to it?

11. JUVENILE DELINQUENCY

Minnesota was an early entry into the field of delin-
quency prevention and youth rehabilitation, its Youth
Conservation Commission having been founded in 1947.
A study made two years ago by the National Probation
and Parole Association found that the YCC program
had deteriorated and could not help itself. The problem
originates in the many local communities which have
no treatment facilities. Judges are faced with two alter-
natives: to parole risky cases, without having parole
officers to handle them; or to send offenders who may
not belong there to Red Wing (boys) or Sauk Centre
(girls). The usual choice is the latter. Result: hopeless
overcrowding at both institutions, and later, too many
parolees for each YCC parole officer.

The 1959 legislature created a new Department of
Corrections, under a single commissioner, merging the
YCC with the Division of Corrections and the Board of
Parole and Probation. It also provided for juvenile court
probation services, supported by state aid, in every
county.

Both corrective and preventive measures are still
needed in Minnesota. Commissioner of Corrections Will
C. Turnblade points out that our “open” institutions
(Red Wing and Sauk Centre) cannot handle the tough,
sophisticated 16-18 year-olds; separate institutions are
needed. He also suggests psychiatric out-patient treat-
ment, dependent upon more local reception centers and
increased staff. The Minnesota Association of Juvenile
Judges asks for more regional facilities. Only Ramsey
and Hennepin counties now have adequate detention
centers.

12. LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Since the passage of the 1958 Home Rule Amend-
ment, local government laws are receiving new atten-

tion from the legislature. Plans have been made for re-
viewal of several proposals by the 1961 legislature, but it
is extremely doubtful that all will be acted upon even if
the legislature does not bog down in controversy over
them as it did in 1959.

Legislative consideration will probably concentrate in
three areas.

City charter laws: The League of Minnesota Munici-
palities recently agreed to seek changes in present
“home rule” charter laws which would involye permit-
ting election, rather than appointment, of charter com-
missions; a simpler method of initiating and accom-
plishing some charter amendments; and several more
administrative changes.

Home rule for counties: Look for some interesting
proposals from the legislative interim commission which
was appointed to “study the organization, function and
structure of county and township governments, particu-
larly any changes necessitated or suggested by the Home
Rule Amendment ratified in 1958.”

Metropolitan government: Two metropolitan govern-
ment bodies already exist. One operates through county
cooperation on mosquito control; the other has a broad-
er base and functions as the Metropolitan Planning
Commission. Undoubtedly more metropolitan coordina-
tion is in the offing— probably in the field of sewage
disposal and water supply.

One proposal suggests a metropolitan service district
with power to act in such fields as public transportation,
tax equalization and assessment, and law enforcement,
as well as mosquito control, planning, water, and sew-
age. It has met opposition from suburban supporters of
local autonomy.

Some other proposal may come from the legislative
interim commission studying laws relating to “Cities,
Villages and Urban Towns” which has been appointed
to give special attention: to means of coordinating serv-
ices; to problems created by existence of so many sepa-
rate governmental subdivisions; and to laws relating to
incorporation, annexation or detachment.

There may be needed some modification in the new
commission which hears petitions for incorporation of
property into villages, and for detachment or annexation
of property to municipalities.







2807 Hayes St. N.E.
Minneapolis 10, Minns
Mareh 9, 1960

Dear League member,

We send you herewith three items:

(1) A brief summary of what transpired at the second meeting of the
group of League women who wish to see a civil rights item included
on the Current Agenda at the 1961 convention of the League of
Women Voters of Minnesota.

(2) A fact sheet adopted by the group; please be sure to file this for
future reference.

(3) Plans for one more meeting before fall, to be held on April 12th,
in the reception room of the First Unitarian Society, whose address
is 900 Mt. Curve Ave., Minneapolis. Please mark it on your calendar
and plan to attend.

On Monday, January 25th, the civil rights group met at the home of
Alpha Smaby (Mrs. A. J.), at 1531 E, River Road, Minneapolis. Edith Hatch
(Mrs, Lloyd A.), St. Paul Area Co-chairman, presided. Annette Hughart was
elected secretary; in her absence Josie Johnson (Mrs. Charles) acted as
secrebary. Three other co-chairmen were elected, as follows:

Helen McMillan (Mrs. K. K.) of Austin

Elizabeth Zumwinkle (Mrs. Robert) of St. Cloud

Opal Gruner (Mrs., John W.) of the Minneapolis area

Our treasurer, Katy McWatt (Mrs. Arthur) reported that we have $25.00
in the treasury, including a $10.00 contribution from Mrs. Harold Field, Sr.
A bill of $2.94 for mimeographing and postage was allowed.

A committee headed by Bonnie Hutchens (Mrs. John D.) of Bloomington
and consisting also of Miss Eleanor Salisbury, Dorothy Dosse (Mrs. Frank),
and Esther Wattenberg (Mrs. Lee) submitted a draft of a letter to be used
to enlist the support of League members throughout the state. It was ac-
cepted with one or two minor additions, and is enclosed with this letter
under the title, "Why We Favor a Civil Rights Item for the 1961 Agenda of
the league of Women Voters of Minnesota,"

Ethyl Young (Mrs. Basil), who was unable to attend the meeting, re-
ported by telephone that we now have a list of approximately 150 names of
League members whom we hope to contact., About half of these are in the
Twin Cities and the others are out-state. We hope to build up the list
to at least 300 names. -

Other out-state contacts were suggested by those present at the meet-
inges It was decided to send a letter to about twenty prominent out=-state
League members, asking for their support and for the use of their signatures
to be attached to the letter which will later be mailed to the entire list,

Maxine Goldenberg (Mrs. K. S.) reported that she and Marion Watson
(Mrs. Harold) had met with the state board and had requested that the state
League send out information regarding the amendments to FEPC that had been
proposed at the 1959 session of the Legislature. Mrs. Dorothy Anderson,
State League President, replied in a letter that the board had decided that
"publishing material in the civil rights field for the information of its
members, was not within the League's authority or program field," She offer-
ed two areas in which the group may be of service:

a. "The board has plans for a publication which will both update our
present Continuing Responsibilities and explain some of the activi=-
ties in these fields in the 1959 Legislature,

b, Stimulation of state program suggestion by something like a lively
issue, in which we give some background on an assortment of fields
in which the League might make a state program choice at convention.
Here any research and writing your committee might do would be a
tremendous value to us."

Mrs. Hatch and Mrs. Gruner met twice during February. They telephoned
and wrote letters to Mrs. MclMillan and Mrs. Zumwinkle, both of whom agreed
to accept co=chairmanships.

Mrs. Hutchens! committee is being asked to continue as a Research and
Writing committee, and to submit for consideration at our next meeting one
or more proposed wordings for a civil rights item to be proposed for the
1961 convention, This committee will also be asked to prepare material
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for the two projects outlined in [irs. Anderson's letter, Any of you who
would like to work on research and writing, or to contribute ideas and
suggestions should contact Bonnie Hutchens, Tuxedo-8-3671,

It was decided to call one more general meeting this spring,

on APRIL 12th
Place: The reception room of the First Unitarian Society, 900 Mt. Curve.

Both Mrs. McMillan and Mrs. Zumwinkle expect to come to the Twin Cities
to be with us at that time. We hope that you will all turn out and will
bring new members.

Mrs., Marion Watson has agreed to undertake to find at least one
League memoer in cach St. Paul League unit who will try to persuade her
unit to ask for acivil rights item on the 1961 Current Agenda,

One or two perscns are needed to do the same thing for Minneapolis.

The enclosod "fact sheet" and a short covering letter have been sent
to 2L out-state League leaders, asking for their endorsement. The letter
was signed by the four co~cheairmen, the secretary and the following mem=-
bers of our group who were formerly members of the state board,

Dorothy Dosse (lfrs, Frank), Minneapolis

Mary Evenson (Mvs, Howard C.), Minneapolis

Doris Guthrie (lMrs. Donald), White Bear Lake

Florence Il. Livingston (Mrs. H. H,), Minneapolis

Elaine Loucks (Mrs. L. W.), White Bear Lake

Winona Lush (Mrs. Phillip B.), Excelsior

Mary Mantis (Mrs. Homer), St. Paul

Alicemay Watson (Mrs. Dennis), St. Paul

Ethyl Young (Mrs. Basil), Wayzata

As yet we have not had the time to talk directly with each person on our
mailing list of more than 100 names. You can greatly assist us and save
telephoning timz if you will fill out this blank and mail it back to us:

Do you support the effort to have a civil rights item included on the
1961 League Currsnt Agenda?

Will you attempt to interest your own unit in suggesting that this item be
included in their recommendations?

Check any committee on which you would be willing to help:
Research and Writing Committee
Telephone Committee
Mimeographing and Mailing Committee
Organization Committeces

Your League unit number is

Please list on the back of this sheet suggestions of other League members
(either Twin City or out~state) who might be interested, giving addresses,
including zone number, and telephone numbers and League unit number if
possible,

Money will be needed for postage, mimeographing, ete. So far, ten mem-
bers have contributed 25.00. Additional modest contributions will be welcome.

We shall look forward to seeing you on April 12th,

Sincerely yours, . :
p I——-- { . .;"J - T..

Mrs. F. L. Hughart

P.5. We take this occasion to express appreciation

To Edith Hatch, for contributing the cost of long distance telephone
calls to Austin and St. Cloud.

To The Jewish Community Relations Council of Minnesota, for giving
us the use of their mimeograph machine and stencil-
cutting equipment on two occasions.,

To Mrs. Kenneth Larson, secretary of lir. Hatch, for doing the
beautiful multilith job on "Why We Favor a Civil
Rights Item for the 1961 Agenda of the League of
Women Voters of Minnesota."




2807 Ne Es Haye'
Minneapolis 18, Minnesota
March 9, 1960

Dear League menber,

This letter is being sent to a score of League women
who have been recognized leaders in out-state Leagues. It
comes from a group of about forty League members living
within the Twin City metropolitan areas (including some mem=
bers and former members of the Minneapolis, St. Paul, and
state boards) who, after careful consideration, are of the
opinion that it would be desirable for the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota, at its 1961 convention to include a
civil rights item on the current agenda., Our reasons are
set forth in the enclosed skeleton fact sheet,

We should like to mail the faet sheet, together with a
covering letter, to 300 or more League members throughout the
state, and we should like to be able to include your signatures,
together with names from the Twin City area.

It is our purpose to reach as many Leagues and League units as
possible and to make this a true grass-roots movement, If each
person contacted will seek to interest her own unit, to cone
tact women in other units, if possible, and to send us names
for the mailing list, we can do an effective education and
organization job., Please let us hear from you==your opinion
and suggestions., Do you want more detailed information at this
point? We want this to be a two-way interchange of ideas.

We hope that you will be willing to cut of f the blank at
the bottom of the page and send it to us with your signature.

Very sincerely,

Edith Hatch (Mrs, Lloyd A.), St. Paul )
Elizabeth Zumwinkle (Mrs. Robert), St. Cloud ) Co-chairmen
Helen McMillan (Mrs. K. K.), Austin )
Opal Gruner (Mrs. John W.), Minneapolis )

Dorothy Dosse (Mrs. Frank), Minneapolis

Mary Evenson (Mrs. Howard C.), Minneapolis

Doris Guthrie (Mrs. Donald), White Bear Lake

Florence H. Livingston (Mrs. H. H.), Minneapolis

Elaine Loucks (Mrs. L. W.), White Bear Lake

Winona M. Lush (Mrs. Phillip B.), Excelsior

Mary Mantis (Mrs, Homer), St. Paul

Alicemay Watson (Mrs. Dennis), St. Paul

Ethyl Young (Mrs. Basil), Wayzata o o S

Annette (Mrs. F.L.) Hughart

A e o - e e e o T

(Please cut this off and mail to Mrs. Frederick Hughart
2807 Hayes N.E., Minneapolis 18, Minn,)

You may use my signature for the letter urging considera-
tion of the idea that a civil rights item should be included
on the agenda of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota at
its 1961 convention,

(Signature)
My league unit is

(number) Teague




WHY WE FAVOR A CIVIL RIGHTS ITEM FOR THE 1961 AGENDA
of
THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

Next spring the League of Women Voters of Minnesota will adopt a current
agenda for 1961-63. Many League members throughout the state have expressed an
interest in further study of civil rights in Minnesota, with particular emphasis on
fair housing for minorities. We should like to share with you some of the reasons
for this interest in a state League study of civil rights.

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota has a history of study and action
in the civil rights field. As you know, one of the principles of the League is
"Protection of minority groups against discrimination.' With this principle as back-
ground, the League in 1949 adopted for its current agenda "The League will make a
study of civil rights in Minnesota." In 1950-1951 this current agenda item was
changed to "The League will work for a greater understanding of civil rights in
Minnesota and for legislation to correct discrimination." The item remained the
same for 1951-1952, This topic on the current agenda was changed in 1952-1953
to "The enactment of a fair employment practices law and other legislation to
correct discrimination. "

The 2-year program adopted by the League for 1953-1955 made support of
an "Employment on Merit Act" a continuing responsibility. In the 1955 legislature
League members saw their study and action of the past six years bear fruit with
the passage of a Fair Employment Practices law. Support of a Fair Employment
Practices Commission has remained a continuing responsibility of the League from
1955 to the present. If you attended the state convention last spring you know that
the state board recommended that this item be removed from the continuing
responsibilities, However, interest of League members in FEPC was so great
and arguments from the convention floor against the recommendation were so strong
that the convention voted overwhelmingly to retain support of FEPC as a continuing
responsibility.

An Interim Commission of the state legislature studied the problem of dis-
crimination in housing from 1957 to 1959, and issued a detailed and informative
report. Two bills were proposed in the 1959 legislative session. Both of these
bills would have broadened the powers of the Fair Employment Practices Com-
mission to include protection of minority groups against certain types of housing
discrimination. The League of Women Voters, although support of the Fair Employ-
ment Practices Commission was one of our continuing responsibilities, was unable
to act in any way, or even to study this proposed legislation, because we had not
studied discrimination in housing.




We think this history clearly shows long standing League interest in study-
ing and acting in the field of civil rights. As you can see, however, the League
job was only partially finished with the passage of a Fair Employment Practices
law. We should now turn our attention to other areas of civil rights, and at the
moment the most urgent is discrimination in housing.

You probably know something of the problems of minorities in the metro-
politan areas: the difficulties they have in moving from areas of blight into newer
areas of the cities, and particularly into the suburbs., The matter cannot be dealt
with by city ordinances because they do not cover the suburbs, Less well known
is the fact that throughout the state there is housing discrimination against Indians,
Negroes, Japanese Americans, and other minorities, Many times men and women
from these groups have been offered positions as doctors, teachers, newspapermen,
and so forth in some of the smaller cities and towns of Minnesota, only to find that
no one would rent or sell them a home,

An act of discrimination anywhere in this state has state-wide, nation-wide,
and international implications.* "President Eisenhower (has) stated (that) . . every
action that deprives individuals, because of their race or color, of rights and privi-
leges enjoyed by others, in some measure burdens the nation in the world struggle.

. . . Few aspects of American life are more highly publicized throughout the world
than racial discrimination. Communist anti-American propaganda plays tirelessly
on the racial theme,"

It is important to note that many states have already moved ahead in this
critically important area of fair housing for minority groups. Fourteen states have
enacted legislation dealing with the prohibition of discriminatory practices. For
these reasons we believe that the League of Women Voters of Minnesota should
include a civil rights item in its 1961-1963 current agenda,

It is an urgent problem.
It is a state-wide problem,
It is unfinished League business.

* From "Where Shall We Live?"
Report of the Commission on Race and Housing - 1958
University of California Press
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HUMAN RIGHTS

WHuman Rights - stressing housing and Indian affairs."
(Austin LWV)

"A Study of Humen Rights, including such topics as Housing
Discrimination and the Indian Problem." (Duluth LWV)

"A Study of Human Rights of minority groups including housing,
education and job opportunities." (Moorhead LWV)

"The study of housing discrimination against minority groups
in the state of Minnesota, with a view to support of
legislative action which will alleviate such discrimination.®
(Rochester LWV)

"A study of digeriminatory practices against minority groups."
(Roseville LWV)

"A study of human rights with emphasis on housing diserimination and
on Indian rehabilitation."

"A study &f refusal to render service or sell goods to minority
groups with a view toward legislative control."

"A study of human rights with emphasis on housing discrimination

and Indian problems.® (St. Cloud LWV)

"League of Women Voters of Minnesota will study problems of
insuring human and civil rights for all the people of Minnesota
with particular reference to housing and employment." (St.Paul LWV)

"A study of human and civil rights as pertaining to the people
of Minnesota." (Silver Bay LWV)

"The League will work to insure human and eivil rights for all the
people of Minnesota with particular reference to housing and
employment." (IWV of Excelsior, Hopkins, Minneapolis, North St.Paul,
Ste. Cloud, St. Croix Valley, St.Louis Park and White Bear Lake)




"Minnesota Taxes - should taxes be increased on the local level
or should therebe increased state aid." (Austin LWV)

"A limited study of Taxation such as ¢ a - Sales Tax,
b - Personal Property Tax on Business, ¢ - Equilization of Taxes."
(Duluth LWV)

"A study of the state tax structure, with emphasis on sources
of revenue and more efficient methods of collecting, equalizing,
and distributing tax money." (Golden Valley LWV)

"Taxes: A reevaluation of the tax structure in Minnesota -
based on real estate and property taxes - and its effect on
state and local economic development and government financing."
(Mound LWV)

"A Study of the property tax and assessment system; with emphasis
on evaluation of property forState aid to education."
(Wew Richland LWV

"Study of taxation with emphasis on releasing dedicated fumds
and new and more lucrative methods of investing state money."
(Owatonna IMV)

"A study of state revenue and expenditures, potential sources of
revenue and new tax proposals." (Roseville LWV)




STATE GOVERNMENT REORGANZZATIOR

"Reorganization of state govermment to promote efficiency and
eliminate overlapping of functions." (Austin LWV)

"Reorganization of State Government, its costs under our system
with our high taxation, with a resultant interest in the study
of taxation in order to find out where the money is going, and
vhere there could be some saving made." (Edina LWV)

"A plan to consolidate state govermmental departments and to
place related functions under logical departmental durisdictidém."
(St.Cloud LWV)

"Reorganization of the state govermment: a study with a view to
support of legislation which would facilitate economy and efficiency

in the state govermment." (West St. Paul LWv)




CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION

"Continuation of Constitutional Revision." (St.Cloud LWV)

"Constitutional Revision:t a study of the problems of
constitutional revision so that the Minnesota League of
Women Voters could take a more active part in the proposing .
of amendments." (West St. Paul LWV)

"The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will work for
continuing revision of the State Constitution, with

particular reference to areas not heretofore considered

by the League, and including areas in vwhich no real

revision effort has been made." (E.Salisbury, Unit 30, Mpls LWV)




WELFARE

Welfare - greater efficiency in assistance programs.m
(Austin LWV)

"The LWV of Minnesota will study the possible need for govermmental
machinery to coordinate or revise the state's administrative
departments with special emphasis on the department of welfare.®
(North St.Paul LWV)

"Bvaluation of existing public welfare programs.® (St. Cloud LWV)

"A study of legislation on health and public welfare."
(St. Louis Park LWV)

"The Minnesota Welfare Program that we may become familiar with
the state laws and machinery in order to appraise their
efficiency as related to cost, service and need." (Wells LWV)




EDUCATION

"Education - what should the state's financial responsibility
be for higher education and how should facilities be organized
geographically." (Austin LWV)

"Financing and Control of Public Schools in Minnesota."
(Moorhead LWV)

"The LWV of Minnesota will undertake a study of the financing
and directing of public education at all levels with special
reference to state responsibility thereto." (North St. Paul IWV)

"A study of the financing and directing of public education
on all levels." (St.louis Park LWV)




PROBLEMS

"Study on State Indian Problems." (Battle Lake LWV)

"A study of the Minnesota Indian citizen with emphasis on
areas of welfare, education and economic opportunity.®
(Excelsior IWV) (Granite Falls LWV) (Hopkins LWV
(Maplewood LWV) (Owetomna LWV) (White Bear Lake LWV)

"Civil Rights with Emphasis on the Indian Problem,M
(Red Wing LWV)




CONSUMER CREDIT

"Consumer Credit - full disclosure law as to interest rates
and carrying charges." (Austin LWV)

"A study of consumer credit with an aim toward future legislation."
"A study of the form and nature of consumer credit protections."
"A study of existing consumer protections with a view toward the
need for consumer representation in the state govermment."

(St. Cloud LWV)

"A study of Consumer Credit." (Silver Bay LWV)




"A study of Minnesota Water with emphasis on pollution
and conservation of supply." (Minnetonka Village LWV)

"Water Conservation with emphasis on enforcement provisions
regarding polition and watersheds." (West St.Paul LWV)




JUVENILE DELINQUENCY

"Juvenile Delinquency - correction facilities (housing and treatment).”
(Austin LWV)

"Study of juvenile delinquency." (St. Cloud LWV)




CIVIL DEFENSE

"Civil Defense - necessity for education and legislation."
(Austin LWV)

"A study of the possibility of closer relations between
civil defense programs and policies and civiec organizations
and clubs." (St. Cloud LWV




MISCELLANEOUS

"Ore Resources - necessity for economic aid to the ore industry area."
(Austin LWV)

"State Hospital Program - facilities and administration." (Austin LWV)

"A study of public emplioyees' retirement funds in Minnesota.™
(Roseville LWV)

"Support of state-wide mandatory registration of all eligible voters."
(S'bo Cloud LW)

"The League of Women Voters will work for the registration of gll
citizens of voting age within the state of Minnesota." (St.Cloud IWV)

"The League of Women Voters shall work for uniformity &f election
laws within the state of Minnesota, with emphasis on (a) requirements
for voting, and (b) registration procedures." (St.Louis Park IWV)

"A study of the traffic safety factors with regard to (a) law
enforcement; (b) licensing of drivers; (c) highway planning; and
(d) citizen education." (St. Iouis Park LWV)

"A study of the development of a greater metropolitan plan of
governmment, in contrast to the development of individualsuburbs
with separate govermmental units, as an answer to such problems as
(a) law enforcement and (b) water usage." (St.Louis Park LWV)

"League of Women Voters of Minnesota will support improvements in
controlling legislation in the area of ethies in government
including: lobby regulatiom, conflicts in interest and campaign
financing and practices." tSt.Paul LWV)




PROGRAM AREAS SUGGESTED IN THE FIRST ROUND OF SUCGGESTIONS
BY LOCAL LEAGUES, BUT NOT SPECIFICALLY WORDED:
JOINT TICKET OF GOVERNOR AND LIEUTENANT CGOVERNOR—Austin

HUMAN RIGHTS--Bloomington, Brooklyn Center, Edina, Jackson,
Richfield

TAXATION—Battle Lake, Bloomington, Moorhead, Richfield
WATER—Bloomington, Duluth, Roseville

WELFARE---Brooklyn Center, Duluth, Edina, Moorhead, Owatomna,
Red Wing

ETHICS IN GOVERNMENT—Brooklyn Center, Tichfield, St.Anthony
VOTER REGISTRATION-Puluth

CIVIL DEFENSE—-Duluth, Red Wing, Roseville

STATE GOVERNMENT REQORGANIZATION—-Duluth, Red Wing, Roseville
CONSUMER CREDIT—Duluth, Edina, Red Wing

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY PROBLEMS—-Edina, Moorhead, Richfield
EDUCATION--Edina, Bloomington, Red Wing, Roseville

INDIAN PROBLEMS—-Moorhead

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION AND REVISION--Moorhead, Roseville

INDUSTRIAL DIVERSIFICATION--lMoorhead

STATE INSTITUTIONS—-Moorhead, Red Wing

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT-—Roseville

MENTAL HEALTH~-Roseville

FINANCING MUNICIPALITIES--Roseville
METROPOLITAN CONSOLIDATION--~Roseville
CORRUPT PRACTICES—Roseville

STATE RIGHTS—-St. Anthony

COUNTY GOVERNMENT--St. Anthony

Za
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