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CONVENTION ROUNDUP

Red carpet treatment by the hostess
St. Paul League provided an extra
dash of color to the 39%th biennial
Convention held May 14 and 15 in
the St. Paul Hotel. Convention
business progressed without a snag
through bylaw budget
adoption, elections and exciting pro-
gram debate. Delegates and observers
totaling 466 women from 55 Leagues
and one provisional League entered
enthusiastically into choice of pro-
gram for the next two years.

Welcomes by Governor Karl Rol-
vaag and St. Paul Mayor George
Vavoulis (Beverley’s husband to St.
Paul Leaguers) opened the Tuesday
morning session. The red carpet was

revision,

rolled out by Mrs. Byron Cochrane,
President of the St. Paul League,
who extended a hearty invitation
to visit their newly decorated office
in Alley 29.

Amendments to the bylaws were
adopted without opposition —the
most important being the change of
vote required for not-recommended
items from two-thirds to three-
fifths. This went into effect im-
mediately.

The heartening response by local
Leagues to the budget presentation
brought pledges within a few dollars
of our goal. Special gifts from Hib-
bing, Golden Valley, Maplewood,
Minneapolis and West St. Paul plus

STATE PROGRAM 1963-65

Current Agenda
L. The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will study specific areas where
legislation would be effective in improving the situation of the Minnesota
Indian.
II. The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will work for amendments
to improve the state constitution.

Continuing Responsibilities
I. The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will support legislation to
insure employment on merit and non-discrimination in transactions involving
real property; it will work for adequately financed commission administration
of such legislation and of legislation to insure equal access to public ac-
commodations.
II. The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will support party desig-
nation for legislators and improvements in election laws in the field of
campaign practices, election procedures and voting.
III. The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will support legislation to
regulate lobbying and conflict of interests.
IV. The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will support constitutional
revision by convention.
V. The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will support the principles
of home rule relating to realistic restrictions on special legislation and broader
provisions for adoption and amendment of home rule charters.

generous pledges from Rochester and
Willmar mirrored the healthy finan-
cial situation of the majority of
Leagues. A net revision of only $215
was necessary to balance our $30,170
budget. Following the pledges, the
nominating committee’s report on
the slate of officers for 1963-65 was
given. (See p. 3 for new board list.)

Just returned from the national
Council in Washington, D.C., Mrs.
O. J. Janski gave candid glimpses
of the meeting which she attended
with retiring President Mrs. O. H.
Anderson and new President Mrs.
William Whiting.

Preceding the Council
meeting, delegates spent a day at
the UN and heard speakers on fi-
nance and technical assistance and
met Adlai Stevenson in person. In
Washington our delegates invited
Minnesota Congressmen to coffee on
the Hill where they had a chance to
talk with Senators McCarthy and
Humphrey and Representatives Mac-
Gregor, Karth, Fraser and Olson.

In spite of 91° weather our dele-
gates remained composed during a
tour of the White House which

actual

ended in a meeting with President
Kennedy in the rose garden. The
President wowed the League mem-
bers with this anecdote: A group of
suffragettes were marching outside
the White House. When the guard
asked them to move on, their leader
said, “Don’t worry, girls. Pray to
the Lord. Shell help us.”

Mrs. Janski’s of advice
gleaned from Council sessions in-
cluded tips on making national con-
tinuing interesting
and enjoyable by bringing them into
focus when newsworthy and tying
them into governmental action.

(Continued on next page)
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ON RETIRING

With an insight born of six years as League president,
in her final report Mrs. O. H. Anderson presented mem-
bers serious questions to ponder. Characterizing the
Anderson concept of leadership, she said. “I may be
wrong, but I'll never be uncertain.”

Her comments on our place as an organization in-
cluded these points. “We are no longer a young organiza-
tion. We are 43 years old. We do not seem to be growing
—in numbers, that is. We have grown impressively in
finance—more local Leagues either made or surpassed
their finance goal in their last drives. ... We could
improve our reporting procedures in consensus, and
our adherence to deadlines which are always clearly an-
nounced; we sometimes fuss unduly over what to do til
the pamphlet comes, and are somewhat inflexible in
our own scheduling.

“Our public relations have never been better; apparent-
ly our prestige does not depend on legislative success,”
she quipped.

In speaking of the future Mrs. Anderson set up high
goals. “I hope that we will not mistake activity for action
—they are not the same. I want us always to expect more
of the member than she thinks she can give. Is there any
virtue in scaling down our materials, our plans and
eventually, our organization itself—to the level of
mediocrity which we can all attain?

“T should like to have us show more zeal and convic-
tion about League principles and purposes; people seem
to believe that it is undignified to be enthusiastic and
a bit crude to be full of zeal for a cause. There seems to
be a Fun-Gap between Boards and members, but not a
Sad-Gap—the weight of our jobs is too often transmitted
by us.”

(Mrs. Anderson’s entire speech is must reading. Ask
your delegates to share their copies.)

LEGISLATIVE REPORTERS

Our team at the legislature, led by Mrs. N. E. Duff,
legislative chairman, opened the afternoon session. Mrs.
Larry Murray, lobbyist on amendments to the constitu-
tion, was dividing her time between the convention and
the Senate Judiciary Committee in those hectic days
just before adjournment. She predicted the following
amendments might join the taconite amendment on
the 1964 ballot. 1) Removal of obsolete portions of the
constitution 2) Joint election of governor-lieutenant
governor 3) Reapportionment—the 1960 version which
the League opposed. (Number 1 above and the taconite
amendment will be on the 1964 ballot.)

As a first-time lobbyist Mrs. Murray passed on these
impressions. Legislators are friendly and courteous as
are the doormen, clerks and others at the capitol. Her
respect for legislators has gone way up, because they
work hard, make weighty decisions every day and the

order in which decisions are made often is based on
urgency.

Because the legislators are sitting ducks for citizens’
wrath, Mrs. Murry has learned to be more temperate
in criticism of them. She used as an example a represent-
ative’s correspondence on Sunday closing—pro letters
in one pile and con in another, and both piles about the
same height. No matter how he voted, many constituents
would be angry.

She mentioned that the many people you see milling
about the halls of the capitol are not the legislators—
they are busy working—but these are all the lobbyists.
Her sympathy goes out to the legislators because . . .
they are at the mercy of hordes of lobbyists!

Discrimination

Mrs. Harold Watson, chairman of discrimination prob-
lems, described herself as the most inactive of League
lobbyists. She noted that “there has been nothing in the
legislature about color except oleo. The ‘age’ amend-
ment is aging in committee while the SCAD appropria-
tion was like dropping a letter in the mailbox and won-
dering if it ever got to Washington.”

Election Laws

As election laws lobbyist, Mrs. Thomas Young has
learned two things. 1) Never give up hope on a bill
because help may come from the most unlikely sources.
2) The most simple bill can become very complicated,
as evidenced by the one to allow an otherwise qualified
voter to vote for president and vice-president before
meeting residence requirements. Inclusion of a provision
making it necessary to get a certificate from the election
official in one’s former state of residence proved to be
a stumbling block in this proposed legislation.

Party designation

Mrs. Homer Mantis, our veteran party designation
lobbyist reported, “Once again your League lobbyist
stands before you to tell you that party designation is
dead for another session. Once again we will analyze the
results and complain to our legislators. And once again
we will re-elect them at the next election.”

Mrs. Mantis continued the description of her soft
sell approach on party designation in a one-part con-
versation with her favorite representative—Walter Klaus,
leaving to pauses and our imagination the chief House
author’s part in the dialogue.
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In addition to the Board officers pictured above are
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Mrs. Harold J. Watson o ... Indians

Local Agenda

Appointed directors
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Mrs. John F. Henricksson

Field Service
Voter Editor

PROGRAM INTRODUCTION

Presentation of the Board recommended Indian item
was made by Mrs. Harold Watson who reminded dele-
gates that Indians have unique status and problems
although they do share some of the discriminations suf-
fered by other minority groups. Our Indians in Minne-
sota publication has been greeted with enthusiasm by
many groups and has brought together material not
previously collected. We have demonstrated that the
tools which the League has used in approaching prob-
lems of state government can operate effectively in the
arca of Indian affairs.

Mrs. Herbert Wright gave reasons for the Board
recommendation of a tax item. 1) There is widespread
member interest in a tax item at this time. 2) The prob-
lems of revenues and expenditures become more pressing
and important with each successive legislative session.
3) The League has an important educational and voters

service job to do within the area of state fiscal policy—
that of bringing the findings of experts and specialists
in taxation to the citizenry.

Mrs. John Berdie, president of the Duluth League,
moved consideration of the not-recommended item on
amendments to improve the state constitution. She urged
consideration on these points. Members have to be able
to study all the amendments and take a position, so we
can’t handpick the amendments we will work on and
still carry out the mandate of our members. Mrs. Berdie
continued that we cannot afford to rest on the constitu-
tional positions we have already. We would rather ex-
plain to a contributor why our stand differs from onc
he might have than to say we have no stand.

Presenting the four board recommended Continuing
Responsibilities was Hazel Shimmin. CRs included 1)
Discrimination 2) Party designation and election laws
3) Lobbying and conflict of interests and 4) Constitu-
tional revision by convention.

Both Board recommended CAs won consideration
and the third not-recommended suggestion, “Constitu-
tional revision by amendment,” succeeded in obtaining
consideration. All four recommended Continuing Re-
sponsibilities were voted consideration plus items on
Indians and home rule.

The Convention adopted a ruling to debate all Current
Agenda items before voting—the same rule for CRs. A
motion calling for a one item agenda was withdrawn
after delegates spoke against limiting the Convention’s
choice in this manner.

Delegates indicated they needed evening caucuses to
organize their arguments, for with an hour remaining
of the afternoon session, a motion to adjourn killed all
chances of starting program debate.

PROGRAM DEBATE WELL PLANNED

Encountering little opposition, debate on the Indian
study brought speeches favoring the item from all over
the state. Some speakers felt that we hadn’t covered
the subject thoroughly enough to relegate it to the CRs.
The Indians were counting on the League to continue
our work because there has never been another organized
lobby on their behalf.

Delegates pointed out that both League and com-
munity response has been excellent, including increased
attendance at unit meetings. Others felt the League
consensus is too general (see p. 5) to enable us to sup-
port specific legislation without further study. Through-
out the study Leaguers found that the Indian problem
does involve governmental action and that the legal
tangle is indeed the core to the problem.

Weak opposition to the item reminded us that other
organizations are interested in Indian problems, that
the legislature may establish an Indian Commission and
with our general position it could be put on CRs.

Taxes make sense

Mustered by the Owatonna League, proponents of
the tax item wearing “Taxes Make Sense” tags, lined
up at the mike following the opening statement by the
Owatonna League president Mrs. Don Kaplan. She
hoped that everyone would have as much fun working
on taxes as Owatonna had promoting it. Taking the
cue, delegates reminded us that taxes touch every res-
ident. If 25 state Leagues are working on a tax item, it
must be an urgent issue. Others argued that we cannot
in good faith recommend costly programs if we do not
know the facts about taxes on which the programs are
based. Minnesota needs to develop new industry, and
tax revision might help.

Opponents made their points. The subject is too
political and almost as emotional as religion. Others
stated that the League could not lead in this field, and
solutions would be found in another realm. Difficulty of
arriving at a consensus was brought up as well as the
idea that a tax study could drag on for years. As some
delegates felt that the scope of the item was too broad,
a substitute wording of the item was offered. “The
LWV of Minnesota will study policies, statutes, con-
stitutional provisions relating to the tax structure of the
state of Minnesota.” This was defeated, and debate
ended on the tax question.

Constitutional revision by amendment

Eloquent support from the floor showed strong interest
in the notrecommended item on amendments to im-
prove the state constitution, Supporters pointed out that
the League had been most effective in work on amend-
ments with nine straight successes in the last several
elections.

Delegates urged that we must not miss the chance to
do valuable voters service. Some believe we need the
flexibility that is assured by keeping this item on the
Current Agenda so we can review our old stands,
especially on reapportionment. Delegates argued that
because legislators depend on information from lobbyists,
the League should provide it and should not leave this
job to special interests. Proponents defined this item as
most clearly reflecting the basic purpose of League.

Time to vote. A voice vote was all that was necessary
for passage of the Indian item. A standing vote was
called for the tax item, and it fell to defeat by a 141 to
159 margin. Because constitutional revision by amend-
ment was a not-recommended item, it needed a 3%
majority. With 278 voting, it passed 174 in favor, 104
against.

Discussion passed on to Continuing Responsibilities.
The question of adding a “sex” amendment to CR 1
on Fair Employment Practices was brought up. After

a few minutes of discussion and parliamentary maneuver-

ing, lack of support for addition of the “sex” factor to
the general position seemed apparent, and the delegate
withdrew her motion.

There was no further debate on CRs 2 and 3. Discus-
sion on CR 4 ended with an amendment to shorten the
item to read, “The LWV of Minnesota will support
constitutional revision by convention.” This was passed.
Consideration of CR 5 on Indians was dropped because
the item had already become part of the Current Agenda.
The final not-recommended CR was amended to read,
“The LWV will support the principles of home rule
relating to realistic restrictions on special legislation and
broader provisions for adoption and amendment of
home rule charters.”

All five Continuing Responsibilities were adopted by
overwhelming majorities on voice votes. (Your entire
state program for 1963-65 appears on p. 1.)

Final session brings direction

Guests at our luncheon session were three women
legislators, Helen McMillan, Virginia Torgerson and
Connie Burchett, and State Commissioner of Administra-
tion William Stevenson, the luncheon speaker. Mr.
Stevenson congratulated the League for its willingness
to be informed, to accept research answers, to take a
stand, and for the courage to defend its positions. He
spoke of the need for elected officials of high caliber and
career government servants with competence and skill.
He proposed a new project for the League—influencing
able young people to go into government service and
politics.

Program direction to the Board wound up the last
session of the Convention. Delegates indicated they
wished to follow the line of study brought out in Mrs.
Watson’s Indian presentation. Others asked that more of
both sides of the issue be presented, particularly with
respect to federal responsibility for Indians,

Varying directions for study of constitutional revision
by amendment were received. Among these were interest
in exploring the finance article of the constitution, re-
examination of the home rule article, re-study of reap-
portionment, study of proposed amendments and articles
to which they relate.

In answer to Mrs. Larry Murray’s question of how
to approach the taconite amendment, members had
many responses. Delegates asked will this amendment
“improve” the constitution whether or not we personally
favor the amendment? Some thought we should strive
to reach consensus on the amendment; others thought
we might fulfill our obligation by doing a voters service
job on it; some wanted direction from the Board, but
there seemed to be general agreement that we should
study the issue.

A standing ovation to our retiring president ended
the Convention,




Our new position on Indians derived from consensus
of local Leagues was announced at Convention by the
state Board.

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will work
for a declaration of state responsibility for Minnesota
Indians and for an effective state agency to facilitate
solutions to their problems.

The ultimate goal of all programs should be the
self-sufficiency of the Indian population and acceptance
into American life, but this acceptance or integration
does not imply altering their reservation status or cul-
tural patterns except as the Indians may desire it. It
is to be accomplished on their own terms.

Responsibility of the federal government

In keeping with the goal stated above, we can ex-
pect an eventual reduction of federal services as self-
sufficiency is achieved. Now, however, services must
be extended. In view of the stated federal policy of
eventual termination and of the mobility of the popula-
tion, the land status requirement for federal services
is unrealistic and should be abandoned. It could be re-
placed by a need criterion. Now an Indian leaving the
reservation is penalized by losing federal services. A
Bureau of Indian Affairs policy which states that serv-
ices will be offered “when these services are not avail-
able from other sources” is narrow and ineffective, Pro-
grams should be designed not only to relieve individual
suffering but to enable all Indians to raise their standard
of living. As long as special services for Indians as In-
dians are needed, the federal government should share
the expense.

Responsibility of the state

Indians are citizens of the state, and as such, the state
is responsible for them as for all other citizens. This
responsibility should be declared and assumed. Beyond
this, Indians have unique problems not shared by other
citizens. The state has a responsibility, administratively
and financially, to contribute to their solution. Besides
developing programs, the state has a responsibility to
make full use of available federal services. If nationally,
the financial burden should be shared by all states, on
the state level, the burden should be shared by all coun-
ties. As a first step, the LWV supports an effective
agency which would be acceptable to the Indians them-
selves, permanent, staffed by professionally qualified
people, authorized to act in setting up, carrying out,
and coordinating programs, empowered to utilize the
services of other existing agencies, provided with ade-

quate funds.
We favor eventual state administration of services
for Indians with the federal government sharing the

INDIAN CONSENSUS REACHED

financial burden, since it is our belief that the state is
closer to the problem and has more to gain from its
solution,

Mrs. H. J. Watson, Indian resource chairman, is
gathering new members for her committee, especially
those interested in action in the community. If you are
interested, contact her at 2140 W. Hoyt Ave.,, St. Paul
8, or Mi. 5-3004.

HOPE WASHBURN AWARD

Final clue to the identity of the new Hope Washburn
Award winner was given as Mrs. Frederick Winston,
last year’s winner, remarked that the recipient held the
same League duties in which Hope Washburn herself
had specialized—that of field service. The secret was out.
Mrs. O. J. Janski had, so deservedly, won the award.

Each year since 1956 the award has been presented
to the member who has done outstanding service to the
League. It is the only League recognition of individual
service.

Choice of the award winner springs from League
grass roots tradition, with nominations coming from
local Leagues and individuals. These suggestions are
sent to the nominating committee which pares the list
down to two fhnalists. Each nominating committee
member makes her selection, in a secret ballot sent
to the previous year’s winner. Thus Mrs. Winston was
the only one to know the identity of the winner until
it was announced at the banquet.

A state Board veteran of six years, Irene Janski has
held the post of organization or field service chairman
—which she loves. All types of service to local Leagues
—setting up workshops, board training, organizing new
Leagues, planning—are her sphere of activities.

One of Irene’s duties during the past year was follow-
ing up the idea to use suburban Leagues in developing
new provisional Leagues. Her kindness, understanding
and feeling for problems of small and medium sized
Leagues have added needed confidence to local League
endeavors.

According to Irene an extra benefit of her League
work is friendship with “the real fine people running
the local Leagues.” As she begins her fourth term on
state Board, Irene undertakes a new job, that of admin-
istrative assistant to Mrs. Whiting.

Besides her League activities Irene is currently serving
as president of the Minneapolis Council of Camp Fire
Girls.

On receiving the award Irene commented, “It is
unusual to get an award for doing something that is
enjoyed so much. The reward is in working at the job
itself.”

GREETINGS
From Your New President

I speak for the members of your state Board of Direc-
tors when I say that it will be a tremendous challenge
to serve you. We accept it humbly.

The effectiveness of the state League depends on each
member in each local League. In the League as in this
country we believe in the worth, the dignity and the
capacity of the individual. As we participate in League
meetings and in League activity we demonstrate self-
government, US. style, in action. Each of us is work-
ing to dispel political apathy. This means then that
collectively we will do what each of us alone is striving
to accomplish.

Your state Board is charged with the responsibility
of helping the individual to be an effective citizen. This
is the base of all Board deliberations—whether we're
analyzing the results of State Convention, figuring out
how to improve unit meetings, planning new state
resource material or carrying out any of the other re-
sponsibilities you have delegated to us in program, organ-
ization or finance.

As we carry out these responsibilities of leadership,
we do not want to be set apart as “they.” We are mem-
bers too, just temporarily in places of leadership. We are
happy to put in extra hours or extra weeks of our time
to help the rest of the League members do the very
best job possible.

We need to know your needs and wishes. We need
the inspiration of association with all other individual
members in the local Leagues. We would like to meet
with and come to know all of you. We are not super-
women so we must compromise.

Each Board member will come to know five or six
Leagues well. She will read your minutes. She will visit
you—and not just Board meetings for she wants to know
all of the members in the local Leagues assigned to her.
She wants to hear from you, too.

This does not mean that only one state Board member
will know you and your League because all Board mem-
bers are interested in all of our local Leagues. It does
mean that one Board member will know you better and
will help you seek counsel and assistance in special areas
as you may need them.

Through this close communication your state Board
hopes to provide inspired leadership so we may all show
progressive effectiveness in carrying out the purpose of

the League of Women Voters.

Mos, William W, Whiting

Convention . . . The Lighter Side

Designed to add change of pace to the more serious
aspects of convention business were two delightful extras
—the Wednesday presidents’ luncheon and the profes-
sional entertainment at that evening’s banquet.

The perils of being a local League president hit “too
close to home” as presented in a skit at the luncheon.
Falcon Heights talented Mrs. J. J. Jenkins and company
began a typical president’s day glued to the phone. While
still on the telephone, she managed to get dressed, even
wriggling into girdle and stockings. Finally in a flashy
finish she swept the breakfast clutter into a suitcase—
managed to close it—and was off to the meeting she had
been trying so hard, via the phone, to get a substitute
to attend.

Dudley Riggs Brave New Workshop, appearing at
the banquet proved a most enjoyable prelude to the
Hope Washburn Award presentation.

Specializing in political satire the actors appeared in
vignettes ranging from candidates meetings to takeoffs
on state and national figures.

The sincere candidate whose speech consisted of a
winning smile and the simple words, “Mom’s apple
pie,” really broke down the audience. Spoofs of current
TV commercials presented J. Edgar Hoover champion-
ing “Crust” toothpaste—“The only American tooth-
paste;” Secretary of Defense McNamara telling the
Army, “Please, General, I'd rather do it myself.” Sec-
retary of Agriculture Freeman mixed up a batch of
Lilt with milk to use up those agricultural surpluses.

Suggested Summer Reading

The following books are recommended by Marion
Watson as good background for the Indian item.
When the Legends Die, Hal Borland, published by
Lippincott, 1963
The Gift Is Rich, E. Russell Carter, published by Friend-
ship Press, 1955.

Sue Murray suggests Politics in Minnesota, Theodore
Mitau, as always good reading.




March 14, 1963

At the last state convention, the IWV
of Minnesota adopted a "three" item agenda.
In retrospect this was toc wide a spread--
too much material to cover. Because of
these feelings, Mrs. James Konsella and I
have prepared the following flyer for all

Minnesota Leagues.

I am enclosing this flyer so that the

state Board will have knowledge of our action.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Jerome Weigenant
919 West Fourth

Red Wing, Minnesota




) LEAGUERS

HAVE YOU THAT RUN-DOWN

FEELING? TiIRED - cRANKY-
ON EDGE

THEN TRY Ry : ONE [TEM
FCR STATE CURRENT AGENDA

The Red Wing Leogue of Vomen Voters is
suggesting to the state PRoard that we
have but ONE Item on Current Agenda!!

M11l you do the seme? NOW }

Flyer: To all Minnesota local
Leagues
from
Red Ving Ieague of WV
I'rs, Jerome Veigenant
919 West Fourth




State Board Minutes, April 18, 1963, Page 2

Minnesota is allowed two delegates and one visitor Lo National Council
MOTION: That Minnesota send Mrs. Anderson and Mrs. Wniting as delegates, and
Mrse Janski as a visitor to National Council.
Mover: Mrs. Jensen. Second: Mrs. Wetson, Carried.

All 10 Minnesota congressmen he . nvited to "Coffee on the Hill" during Na-
tional Council, Eight of the ten have ce ued cc Zar., The Washington correspon-
dent of the Minneapolis press will be asked to take pictures to send back to Minnea-
polis.

Mrs, Wilson has resigred her
health. Mrs, Anderson's p
Board.

er stalf position in the league cffice for reasons of
ersonal letter of regret to Mrs, Wilson was read to the

MCTION: Accept with deepest regret and fondest wishes, Mrs, Wilson's resig-
nation.
Mover: Mrs., Duff, Second: Mrs. Isaksen, Carried

CHICAGO CONFERENTE Mrs., Whiting reported that 30 Leagues were represented at the
Leegue Chicago Conference on Reapportionment. Minnesota rep-

resentatives Mes., Anderscn and Mrs.Whiting were proud of our exfe*u in this field,

Mrs, Stanley Kane, who also attended this meeting.

Wr Both rep=-

els was presented by Mrs. Whi T o
conference.,

A resume of meetings, speakers, and paae ti
felt that timing was poor within thi

resentatives from the state Buard

ng
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STATE CONVENTION V] nics of the couventiocn were reviewed by M
T Hopkins, a former League member,

f k)
Liamentarian and sk honorarium, just her expenses, fo

'ss Thompson. Mrs,
will serve as

v
4
: 44 thlS service.

Mrs. Davidson will assist Mrs. White in recording convention minutes.

The workbook is to be similar to other ye: Literature promoting a program item
may not be distributed in the convention State publications for sale will be
given space in the back of the rooms, The 1a1nﬁd overhead projector will not be
used, as it is too difficult for amateur Lo operate. Mrs, Thompson will pursue this
matter further, searching Yor a blﬂp¢c«to-uperate mechine,

State Board members seated on the stage will vote in the same mapner as all other
delegates. It was suggested by Mrs. Berdie that Board members influenced some dele-
gates by their rising votes. The decision was that a secret ballot for Board members
would not be in the best interest of the Ieague, and that others' rising votes influw
enced some delegates, &8lso0.

19 luncheon honoring local League presidents, state Board members will serve
ses and will be seated in a scattered manaer throughout the dining rooms

. making final arrangements with Dudley Riggs May 8th. She will review
rehearsal May 13th for their pre-bancuet show for League's delegates.

STATE PROCGRAM Mrs. Zaidenweber reporied on second round of program suggestions

21D ROUND by local lLeagues, Mrs. Zaidenweber and Mrs., Watson met as a com=
mittee to summarize and recommend program study items from local
League suggestions.

ot 22 local Ieagues rosponded in this second round. Mext is the summary of
gestions in program fields
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State Board Minutes, April 18, 1963, Page 3
Progream Ttem Cholece 1. Choice 2 Choice 3 No Mention Total League Mention
11

14
15

Taxes
Const. Amendments
Indians

LI \O O

C‘
g+

conclusions the ccmmittes were;:
omeend g two item study: Indizns and Constitutionsl Amendments.
the tax item as & noa=-recommended ltemm,

A taconite amendwment will be among the constituticnal amendments to be studied if
such an item is adopted, and since this is true, the Bosrd felt that such a study
could not be complete without a complete tax study for background. The CR's as pro=-
posed would cover other proposed amendirenss. For these reasons, the follcowing recoms
mendations for etalte program were made:

MOTION: The ctate Board recommends as program item I, "The League of Women Vo=
ters of Mirnecota will stLuv specilic arcas where le abvlon would be
effective in improving the °-+u@ ion of the Mianesota Jiidn,"

Mover: Mrs. Whiting. Second: Mrs. Zaidenweber, Carried.

MOTION: The state Poard recommends as program item II, "The ILeague of Women
Veters of ldnrescota will gtudy the tax structure of the State of
Minuesobﬂ 3
Mover: Mrs., Whiting. Secopd: irs., Thcmpson. Carcied.

Convention workbook pr
Iten I: Mrs., Jen
W1

egentetions will be prepared as follows:
sen with help of Mrs. Watson

Ttem II: DMrs, Wright

MOTION: The proposed CR's be gs stated in the first round of program sugges-

e 2 -
C1LOISE «

Mover: Mes. Vhiting. Second: Mrs. Zaidenweber. arried.

Convention presentations were assigned as follows:

Item I: Tndians = Mrs. Watson

Item II: Taxes -~ Mrs., Wright

CR's: Miss Shimmin
Official negatives to be ready for convention presentation, if voted consideration
at convention, were assigned as follows:

Constitutiocnal Mendments: lirs. Marray

Election laws: Miss i

rd was circularized on the briefing for this consensus.
lowirg +horca th discussion on all aspects of this consensus,
s motion was made:

WOMEN ]:T THE Tbe
_-_'”E;‘,uﬂ ‘), .'.\. ;.E‘ 1
o —hnl

Boaz
W

MOTION: Recommend we dc not take a positicn on "Women in the Labor Force" for
these reasons:
l. TInadequate study as revealed by couments.
2+ Disinterest es shown by less than usual response and by comments
and lack of understanding by local Leagues.
Mover: Mrs. Watson. Second : Mrs. Murrsye. Carried.

GOVERNCOR-LIEUTENANT GOVERINOR Mrs., Murrey reported on results of questionnaires

CONSEINSUS sent to local ILeapgues concerning the proposed amend-
ment to put candidates for governor-lieutenant gov-

ernor on a joint party ballot. UL Leagues responded, and all voted "yes.," 20 were

vnanimous, 10 vers st;on others 'yes,"
<) &
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LWV CRUSADE

OF 1963-65

*Crusade: “Any remedial enterprise undertaken with zeal and enthusiasm.” (Webster)

Will you sparkt mguc crusade of 1963-65 with

your sugggStion for state Program?

The state Lively Issues commigtee has filled this Voter
edition with guestions to L],ndlt your fire. We have
tried to think-of 50mc_,bdt not all—of the questions.
You may not want to answer the questions we have
posed. Life—and state government—is full of unanswer-
ed questions; what are yours? What makes you ex-
claim, in righteous indignation: There ought to be a
law? What kind of law? What do the experts, other
states, other citizens say about it? What can League do
about it? Do you want to know? Suggest it for League
Program!

Other sources you may wish to consult in gathering
questions are:

® The 1961-63 Current Agenda publications—Constitu-
tional Commentary and Problems of Discrimination.
Should a new Current Agenda item grow from the
constitutional revision or discrimination work?

® September-October 1960 Lively Issues Voter has dis-
cussions of welfare, reorganization of state government,
consumer credit, water conservation, retirement plans,

HOME RULE:

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

Is there a way to handle governmental problems which
impinge upon several units of government and still
maintain some semblance of local self-government?

Home rule is a rhetorical political rallying cry, a
piece of legal terminology, but most of all it is a phil-
osophy which requires that everything which can be
done at the local level should be done at the local level
by a local authority. The traditional
concept of municipal home rule pre-
supposed a city or village as an inde-
pendent corporation surrounded by open country. Its
popularity as a concept in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries stemmed in large part from the need cities
felt to free themselves from rural dominated legisla-
tures. Municipalities clamored for the authority to draft
their own charters.

Freedom
from State

( Continued on page 2, column 1)

civil defense, constitutional revision, human rights, ju-
venile delinquency, taxation, and education.

® Facts about the LWV of Minnesota 1919 to 1961. This
booklet will remind you that the LWV state Program
emphasis over the years has, generally speaking, shifted
from an interest in causes related to women and chil-
dren to an interest in the structure and operation of
government. Should we give more attention to some
of the less “pure government” state issues of today, such
as welfare programs or adult and juvenile correctional
programs or highway safety measures or even highway
billboard regulation?

You may find your favorite cause missed mention
either above or in the following articles. If so, don’t
fail to talk it up in your unit, your League. None of
the subjects mentioned in this writing will be among
the Program suggestions unless you bring them out at
Program-making meetings. This committee is not
peddling a pdrnculal Program. But !L does hope to en-
courage your “zeal and enthusiasm” for a 1963-65—or

longer P—crusade.
.fwdt/ Disues Commitice

TROUBLED WATERS

In the Twin Cities area a threat of widespread pollu-
tion of ground water supply has forced the question of
cooperation among municipalities—in this case on sew-
age disposal. The sanitary district issue is a matter of
several aspects, home rule being one. It is pertinent to
League thinking on state Program making to describe
here the situation League is in concerning metropolitan
sanitary district proposals:

® Can the metropolitan Leagues affected act on a sani-
tary district proposal under authorization of the na-
tional Program? The national LWV water resources
position includes support of “machinery appropriate to
each region which provides coordinated planning and
administration.” The special metropolitan area water
committee will probably try to decide this winter if it
should ask the state and national Boards for approval

(Continued on page 2, column 2)




HOME RULE (cont.)

But today one incorporated municipality controls a
specific land area butted by another (or several) cor-
porate municipalities in the midst of some urban sprawl.
Today most units of government are both artificial and
ineffectual vis-a-vis the density and
scope of many of their problems. This
is true not only in the metropolitan
complex but also in the more rural areas. A community
too small to provide a service by itself must find ways
to bridge its autonomy and join with other commu-
nities to provide the service or it will be provided at a
higher level of government. Increasingly few commu-
nities, regardless of size, can handle such services as
water supply (see Troubled Waters) without regard
for their neighbors. So we have come full cycle. Munici-
palities are turning for help to their state legislatures.
What does this mean to League thinking on home rule?

Our position in the Minnesota LWV has been in the
tradition of freeing the municipality from interference by
the state legislature. We were concerned with control of
special legislation and easing requirements for adopting
and amending charters. What background does this give
us for action on possible legislation
affecting special law consent policy?
If a special law affects eight, nine, or
a dozen units of local government, how many should
have to approve it before it goes into effect? A simple
majority of the units involved, a majority of the voters
in the total area, some extraordinary majority, or all the
units involved? In any one of these cases, what happens
to local self-government? Is the path you would wish
to follow in the tradition of home rule as the LWV
knew it? Do we have a position at all?

An examination of local home rule today cannot es-
cape also giving attention to the fiscal plight of muni-
cipal government. Because of its limited revenue-raising
authority, local government is highly dependent on
state and federal aid for money to carry out its services
with resultant weakening of local au-
thority. Should municipal governments
be permitted to levy nonproperty taxes
such as local sales tax or local income tax? Should these
taxes be locally levied and state collected and remitted
to the municipalities? How can this matter of fiscal
dependence and home rule be reconciled?

Minnesota political scientist William Anderson says
he foresees a pseudo-federal structure with division of
powers and functions between an area-wide authority
to deal with problems which need to be dealt with on
that basis, and a number of local authorities within that
larger area which would continue to handle problems
that could be dealt with locally.

What do you foresee? Does a meaningful position on
home rule today mean returning the subject to the
Current Agenda?

State
Help?

LWV
Quandary

Fiscal
Dependence

TROUBLED WATERS (cont.)

to act on sewage district proposals in the 1963 legis-
lature.

® [s the sanitary district issue a problem to be dealt
with by the new League metropolitan council? The
spirit of metropolitan cooperation is being tested by the
sanitary district question. So far, the spirit has lagged
when specific problems of fair representation on a dis-
trict board or fair compensation for the Twin Cities’
existing facilities have been discussed. What is a fair,
democratic approach to metropolitan cooperation? What
are alternative metropolitan procedures? Work plans
for the new LWV metropolitan council include studies
of those questions.

® Or are the implications of pollution control and
water supply planning so broad that only state author-
ity can provide effective guidelines and enforcement?
What would it mean to community growth all over the
state if a state agency had full authority to enforce
pollution standards? Where will be the new source of
water supply for the metropolitan area and how will
it affect “out-state” communities?

No. 1 Health Problem

Understaffing, overcrowding, and archaic concepts of
care in buildings which are scandalous are nationwide
problems in mental health care. What of Minnesota?

The inadequacies of Minnesota’s institutions for the
mentally ill were harshly exposed during Governor
Youngdahl’s term when a citizens’ committee discov-
ered conditions bordering on the in-
famous Snake Pit. Several reforms were
instituted then, but gradually public indifference dead-
ened the response to calls for action. A glance at the
situation today reveals both light and dark passages.

The darkest shadow is cast by the low ratio of hos-
pital personnel to patients: one psychi-
atrist for 500 patients, one psychologist
for 414, one social worker for 315, and one nurse for 156.

Snake Pit

Care

A brighter spot is that since 1957 there has been a
decrease from 11,000 patients to just
over 8,000 today. This trend reflects the
benefits of tranquilizing drugs which enable patients to
live satisfactorily at home or to be treated elsewhere.

Decrease

A significant step forward is the community health
center program. The health center gives Losal Contlive
out-patient treatment to adults and
children with emotional problems. Sixteen existing cen-
ters are available to 63 percent of the state’s population.

In a study of ten midwestern states in 1957-58, Min-

nesota ranked seventh in the amount spent per patient

per day—$3.83. (The high was $5.72,
low $3.03.) Compare this figure with
the average cost for a patient in a general hospital—$31
per day.

Cost

One of the weakest links in the state’s mental health

Children program —adequate facilities for dis-

turbed youngsters—will be strength-

ened with the completion in 1963 of a $5 million treat-
ment center,

A controversy that is still raging was generated by
the 1961 legislature when it altered hospital administra-
tive organization. The change from psychiatrist super-
intendents to lay administrators as chief executive offi-
cers of the hospitals has made sparks
fly. A necessary step, say the propo-
nents: since there are so few psychiatrists available, their
time should be devoted to patient care, not to house-
keeping details such as counting sheets and inspecting
plumbing. Not so, say those who opposed the change:
every decision in the hospital affects patient care.

Controversy

Is every safeguard afforded a mentally ill person in
the legal process of commitment that places him in an
institution? Experienced observers say abuse is rare, but
the possibility of “railroading” or “frame up” does exist
in commitment procedure. Any “reputable resident”
may file a commitment petition in probate court; if the
Civil Rights St of the perso.n’s behavior Fonvinccs

the court, a sheriff may be directed to
pick him up, day or night, without warning to the per-
son and without his appearance before the court. Other
questions of legal rights occur with the deprivation of
voting rights, the difficulty of re-establishing such rights
after discharge, and the lack of statutory protection for
visiting rights and periodic examinations.

Legislation in 1963 will probably be concerned with
increased appropriations for new programs for after
care of discharged patients, training, research and addi-
tional staff. (Mental health services in Minnesota in 1961
cost over $50 million.)

Should we examine the nation’s number one health
problem—mental illness? Are standards of care and
mental institutions still “the shame of the state”?
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EDUCATION:
Dozens of Issues

Program suggestions could dissect the almost limitless
expanse of the education field in a variety of ways. Within
the framework of the question, “Can League study on this
problem lead to legislative action?”, the following subdi-
visions of education contain problems which are current
and pressing on the people of Minnesota. Either singly or
in groupings these questions may suggest CA items for
the coming biennium:

® Finances. How are education needs accommodated in
the tax structure and the local tax picture? What does the
“state aid” plan mean to taxpayers and school districts?
Are there indigenous difficulties in the state income tax?
Is there a problem in the financing of public education
which relates directly to local assessment practices? Is the
current method of meeting costs a hand-to-mouth opera-
tion?

® Povicies. What is the relationship between the state leg-
islature and the state Board of Education? What is the
relationship between the Board and the Department of
Education? How is the program of the local school district
guided by state education policies? How do non-govern-
ment groups such as education organizations and commu-
nity groups manifest their concern with public education?

® Hicuer Epucation. How can public higher education
most effectively meet new demands of swelling enroll-
ments and changing programs? What is the nature and
extent of coordination, cooperation and planning in higher
education? How does an intelligent solution to these prob-
lems relate to the taxpayer?

® Seconpary Epucarion. How can the growing number
of students attending high school and the expanding
courses necessary to educate individuals to function in a
complex society be reconciled with the resources of indi-
vidual school districts?

® ErLemeNTARY Epucarion. How can we deal with the ur-
gent problem of teacher supply? How can the elementary
education program best provide the substantial founda-
tions necessary for secondary and higher education?

® Speciarizep Epucation. How can state education policies
stimulate local school districts to accelerate programs for
gifted children? How can the state provide the most effec-
tive programs for the handicapped ?

® SreciaL NEeps. Aside from the current programs of sec-
ondary and higher education, is there a need for expanded
technical and vocational facilities and programs? With
the programs which now exist, is there need to encourage
the maximum utilization of the talents of educated
women? Is there need to project educational planning

beyond current existing levels to accommodate individuals
in a society in which leisure and longevity are growing?

@ Districr Reorcanization. How can the consolidation of
school districts into efficient and effective units be ad-
vanced? (In the past, League has supported this reform.)

® Rove oF THE STATE. In view of the American conception
of education being the responsibility of local government,
what is the proper role of state government? Are there

contradictions in practice of this fundamental American
idea?

Most Leaguers would concede that the partnership of
the state with the local government in the great Amer-
ican invention—mass public education—is indeed a lively
issue. Can we narrow this broad field down to League
agenda proportions, clarify the intent of an item and
make explicit plans for productive siudy and action?

TAXATION: The Perennial Issue

[Editor’s Note: The author of this article notes: “When the need for increased
revenues arises, the question of who should pay what taxes generates controversy, many
times accompanied by a great deal of emotional thinking.” She follows that statement
with a description of the tax issues in Minnesota which is remarkable for both its
unemotion and its clarity. Read it and be enlightened on a formidable subject. |

Taxes are necessary to produce money to:

1. carry on the functions of government,

2. provide the services which government offers. Min-
nesota taxes are higher than many states because costs are
higher, and we spend more on schools and welfare. Chief
expenditures are for schools, welfare and highways.

During fiscal 1962 the state contributed $134 million to
school districts and counties for primary and secondary
school purposes. Local school districts are
having difficulty raising adequate sums
for their needs. How are we going to meet the problem of
the rising cost of education?

Schools

Even with federal aid, Minnesota uses considerable state
funds for welfare. With the spread of social security pay-
ment, needs for old age assistance may decrease, but other
Welfare welfare programs may r?main about the

same as our population increases. There
is demand for enlarged programs for health, hospitals and
mental health which would necessitate more money.

With the growth of the metropolitan area and increased
use of automoabiles, there is demand for more and better
highways. The state advanced nearly $29
million to counties and municipalities
for highway use in 1961. The state highway fund has over
$62 million from gasoline taxes, but even with the addition
of federal funds this is not enough to meet the demands
upon it.

Some progress has been made in implementing tax re-
form suggested in the 1956 report of the Governor’s Min-
nesota Tax Study Committee. Income
tax withholding was adopted by the 1961
legislature. It went into effect in the last quarter of 1961,
so 1962 will be the first full year of operation. By early
1963 we should know if it increases the tax yield and
uncovers former tax dodgers.

Highways

Reform

Two of the remaining recommendations still to be con-
sidered are the elimination of the personal property tax
and the equalization of assessments:

The personal property tax is criticized on many counts:
it puts Minnesota business in an unfavorable competitive
position with the rest of the country; it is a burden to busi-
ness; it is a bar to establishment of new business in the
state; it is almost impossible to make
equitable assessments of personal prop- Pro
erty; businesses requiring much equip-
ment or large inventories bear an unreasonably large tax
burden. But the tax is likely to be retained because local
governments and school districts could not manage finan-
cially unless some other means of obtaining at least as
much revenue were found. Substitution of the average
yearly inventory for the May first date might remove some
of the present inequities.

Personal
perty Tax

Equalization of assessments is also a difficult matter.
Professional assessors maintain that selling price does not
necessarily establish a “full and true” value. Statewide
studies show that there is divergence in estimating “full
and true” value in relation to market price between vari-
ous tax jurisdictions; this results in taxes being relatively
higher in some places than others. It makes for even
greater inequities on the state’s portion
of the property tax and in those school
aids which are based on assessment val-
ues. A recent court decision in Duluth implies that a prop-
erty owner is entitled to the same ratio of assessment as the
lowest ratio used for property in the county. This decision
means that assessments should be equal and defines the
county as the taxing district. The case is being appealed to
the state Supreme court; if it is upheld it will have far-
reaching effects on local revenues.

Equalization
of Assessments

(Continued on page5)




The state shares 39 percent of its revenues with local
governments. See the Home Rule article for ques-
tions brought up by dependence of local units on
the state for increased revenue.

As a new source of revenue, the sales tax is often men-
tioned. Some business groups have been advocating it as a
replacement for the personal property tax; they claim that
a sales tax would yield additional revenue, too. Though
this tax is widely used by many states, it
generates much political controversy
when it is discussed in Minnesota. Its
proponents have been advocating it since 1935, and its op-
ponents have been resisting it successfully since then,
mainly on the grounds that it is regressive. Can we con-
tinue to avoid using it, or is it inevitable?

Another tax matter that is not much in the news these
days is our use of special taxes for special funds. Minne-
sotans seem to like the system though
it is not recommended by students of
government finance.

New Source:
Sales Tax

Special Funds

Do you want an unemotional view of tax problems?
Should League seek agreement on the need for and the
means of state tax reform?

Inefficient, Expensive

JUDICIARY?

“There is ample evidence that the public is dissatisfied
with the slowness, inefficiency and expense now attendant
in our judicial process.” (From a report of the section on
court organization and administration of the Minnesota
Bar Association.)

Further evidence of dissatisfaction appeared at the
LWV State Council meeting in May when the judicial
article of the Constitution was frequently mentioned as
one for League attention. Since court organization is a
statutory as well as a constitutional matter, judicial reor-
ganization might well furnish a separate CA item.

As early as 1906, Roscoe Pound attacked the inefhiciency
and rigidity of the state court systems. He set forth prin-
ciples of unification, flexibility, conservation of manpower
and judicial responsibility that have served as guidelines
through the years, culminating in reforms such as the new
judicial article that was added to the Minnesota Constitu-
tion in 1956. But public apathy combined with the oppo-
sition of various members of the bar and the judiciary
itself has made court reform across the nation a slow proj-
ect. For example, in Minnesota, the justice of the peace
was eliminated as a constitutional office in 1956, yet such
courts still persist through failure of the legislature to en-
act reform legislation.

In accordance with the thinking of legal leaders across

the country, a section of the Minnesota Bar endorsed the
following principles in its 1962 report:

® A Uniriep Court. A modern concept of justice could
be better served by the elimination of justice of the peace,
municipal and probate courts, with their overlapping ju-
risdiction, and their replacement with a single court sitting
in geographical districts.

® A~ InpepenpENT JUbIciary. All judges should be law-
yers, work full time as judges, and their selection and
tenure should be as far removed from the field of politics
as possible. A plan to accomplish removal from politics,
put forth by another section of the Minnesota Bar, is as
follows:

1. Provide by statute under our present constitution for
the selection of Supreme Court and district court judges
by the governor. The governor would fill vacancies from
a list of three names submitted to him by an impartial
judicial commission of seven persons: the chief justice of
the Supreme Court, three lawyers chosen by the Bar Asso-
ciation and three persons who need not be lawyers ap-
pointed by the governor. District commissions would be
similar.

2. Provide by constitutional amendment that after a
judge has been appointed, he shall serve until the first gen-
eral election held more than a year after the appointment,
and that then and for succeeding terms his name shall be
submitted to the electorate without competing candidates.
The vote would be on the question of whether he should
be retained in office.

As one of the three branches of American government,
the judiciary plays a role important to every citizen. What
do you think of these reform ideas? Could League make
a contribution to citizen understanding and action in this
area?

What about the
LEGISLATURE?

While we're asking ourselves how to deal with the wide
range of state issues, we might also ask how effectively
does the legislature cope with modern state government ?

A recent study * of legislative processes and procedures
across the nation notes:

“The state governments in this century have experienced
a tremendous expansion of their budgets, personnel and
programs. They have been called upon to face a widening
spectrum of problems— social and economic affairs, edu-
cation, institutional care and welfare, industrial expansion
and resource development, transportation, metropolitan

* American State Legislatures in the Mid-twentieth Century, report of
the committee on legislative processes and procedures of the National
Legislative Conference.

areas, relationships between persons in a society, and many
others.”

Some political scientists believe state legislative methods
are not suited to this complicated world. Some examples:

® ResearcH. The “ability to face the demands of the pres-
ent day will be determined largely by the quality, quantity,
and integrity of those who assist lawmakers.” State legis-
lators do not have office staffs as national congressmen do.
In Minnesota, a permanent committee of the legislature,
the Legislative Research Committee which is staffed by a
research director and four research analysts, can study and
compile information in any area in which the legislature
may make laws, but it cannot make recommendations.
Another research aid is the interim committee—a com-
mittee of legislators often staffed with professional re-
search help, working between sessions on a specific prob-
lem with the goal of proposing remedies. But the 1961
legislature failed to vote money for the operation of any
interim committees for the 1961-63 interim.

® Recoros. “When the public lacks authoritative informa-
tion as to the steps and reasoning by which a legislative
body has reached its conclusion, public regard for the body
itself suffers.” As the session of the Minnesota legislature
proceeds, no one can see it totally—not the legislators
themselves or newsmen or citizen observers. Even a post-
analysis is impossible because:

1. No records are kept of debate in committees or on the
floor of the House or Senate.

2. Bills are printed after they have been reported out of
committee, after public hearing, after they have had their
second reading — just before they are placed on general
orders.

3. The Legislative Manual, packed with information
about the legislators and committees, is published after
the session.

® Commrrtees, “Committees should be reduced in num-
ber in many states . . . due regard should be given to
organizing committees on the basis of related subject mat-
ter, equalization of work-load, cooperation between legis-
lative houses, and reduction in undue committee burden
on individual members.” In the nation’s state legislatures,
the median number of House standing committees is 23.
Minnesota has 34. The median number of Senate standing
committees equals Minnesota's 20.

If the number of committees on which an individual
legislator serves is too high, “he is faced almost inevitably
with conflicting committee meetings; he cannot . . . be-
come really familiar with any single area or aspect of state
government; he cannot render a thoughtful contribution
at the key ‘committee’ stage of bill consideration.” Some
of Minnesota’s senators serve on as many as ten commit-
tees, some on less than four.

Is the effectiveness of the legislature in decline? Should
we take a closer look at the organization and operation of
the legislative process?

ARE YOU?

® Wearing—and handing out—those blue and
white “VOTE YES 3 TIMES” buttons?* They are
great conversation starters. One ingenious gal made
two of them into earrings! Used with the question
and answer brochure,* they make it easy to explain
the amendments and tell people the League is back-
ing all of them.

® Volunteering to speak to small groups who want
amendment information? For 7¢ you can get excel-
lent LWV material tailored for speakers.*

® Offering to help your League do a bang-up voters
service job — distributing amendment flyers,* work-
ing in an information booth, assisting with a candi-
dates meeting, or whatever?

® Reminding people to register by October 167

® Talking issues? Knowing how incumbents voted ?
(Refer to LWV Congressional and Legislative Roll
Calls * for key votes.)

Blank Ballots Could Lick Us

The No. 1 League job this fall is to assure passage
of all the amendments — not just No. 2, or No. 1, or
No. 3—but ALL of them. The state debt amend-
ment (No. 2) seems to have the best organized sup-
port. Many of you are cooperating in this joint effort.
Fine, but don’t neglect the other two.

The lack of organized opposition could lull us into
thinking all is well. That would be a mistake. Fail-
ure to vote on the amendments— those blank bal-
lots— could defeat them. It has happened before. It
happened to the school bond issue in Minneapolis
September 11. Our job is to get a majority of those
voting in the election to vote FOR the three amend-
ments November 6.

* Available from your local League or the state office, 15th and Wash-
ington Aves. S.E., Minneapolis 14.
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
15th and WASHINGTON AVES. S.E.
MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA

FROM:

SUBJECT




M - TO: "
. fiaze] Sntmatn, 600 LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

Bemidgi Avenue, Bemldji 15th and WASHINGTON AVES. S.E.

FROM: zkex MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA

Sue Seymour

O SUBJECT Lively Iessues committee DATE May 10, 1962

I wap glad to spesak %o you at the registrstion desk at National Convention and novw am
findnlly following up with the promimed note. I think the Lively Issues committee nceds
the advice of the state CR person and I hope you might like to serve on the committee
or at least attend our next mesting May 2t or, failing that, talk to me at Council

next week, (I expect to be there for the workshops Thureday morning.) The May 24 meetig
will be our second, and I hope, last meeting with the main purpose of that meeting to
pettle on a list of issues for the Lively Issues edition of the Voter in Bept.-Oct,

I'm having the office send you & copy of the committee memo for that meeting so you
will lmow what it is sbout, You will see from that;that one of our definite Lively lsmmues
will be "a new look” at home rule which Jan Sigford'wi].l write, Ag for any other
Lively Issue ideas growing from the CR's;, I sm blantk and that iz what I hone you can
think about = help us with, See you at Comszll,




T1O: LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
15th and WASHINGTON AVES. S.E.
FROM: (e MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA

SUBJECT










LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
i 15th and WASHINGTON AVES. S.E.
FROM: | MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA

SUBJECT Lively Issues q_ofm'nittee econtacte AT 11/17/61

In addition to those you mentioned such as John Cowles Sr, Otto Christenson,
Bob & Clint Hess ete., etes the committee may want to consider consulting:

¥rs, Eugenie Anderson, Dr. Charles Backstrom, Gov. Andersen, Judge L. Howard Bennett,
Val Bjornson, Mrs. Wright Brooks, Dr. Ralph Fjelstad, Mrs. Kermit Haugen, Mrs.

Charles Hymes, Mrs. Geri Joseph, Orville Peterson, Al Gallop (ex. sec, Minn, Ed. Assn,),
Dr, Ted Mitau, Art Naftalin, Rebbi Plaut, Barb Stuhler, Dr. Lloyd Short, J. Cameron
Thomson, Dave Winton, Dr. Reuben Youngdahl

Also you might throw in the comment from Phil Duff after our lasgt convention:

very disappointed we didn't get into the tax picture, Our group is one of the few
in the state which could shed more light than heat on the issue and then cause
something to be done about it, says he.




EEEO TO SFATE BOAKD:

lesse read the attached i
Leeal leagues (plus ywtfg"h copies for eash wmit

XNTURN IT TO SPATE ! OFPICE BY 10 A.M., TUESDAY MORNING, March 5th. DBindersca will \ro-rk
em it Tussday, and it will be mailed soom after.

Irene and Orace worked on the Propos R pertion, wader pressure and very fas$, and
e would very mmeh appreciate your lecking at the CR portiom eritisally, to help us.

Fot indnded iz list eof nef-recommended items, which Grece will get out of pregram folder,

Also not inoluded is criteria for ehoosing progrsam, which was included two years &g0.
Ceuld do so agein.

MEMO TO STATE BOARD FPRCM ANNETTE WHITING:
The following questiona relating to the political vitality of our state are the
basis fer a panel discussion om vhich I gm participating at the Chicago Conference.
I would sppreciate your bringing your idess, comments, snswers, etc. in writing %o
the Morch Board meeting =0 that ve will have the thinking of the entire Bomrd rather
than ef two er three members. 1 realise you are all mighty busy right now but this
is “extra curricular" activity that shouwld be chellenging snd fwm.
Hew weuld you evaluate the political vitality of Minneseta? For example, is it
coping with today's problems, is 1% providing for its citisens those services
whish sre meeded and desires, does it move forward or does it ge from eritde
%e erisis providing partial solutions te problems on & piescemsal amd wmp lasned
basis, is government providing theneoded framework fe inereasging ths viger,
and strength of the state a5 2 whole? What mimm share does the spportiomment of
eur legislature play in promoting er failing to premcte a politically vital state?

How would you suggest the league might help promote political vitality?
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MEMO to State Board (::) February 15,1963

FROM Committee, D.Zaidenweber, I.Janski, P.Wash, plus Grace

RE PROGRAM DISCUSSION, proposed Agenda and CRs

<2 = o — 2-
24 Leagues reported, representing:gﬁ'J3'member§f’/b‘[{fromdcities, [/ ¥ from suburbs,

X ( as C_{ J,cw‘ (906 ‘53 oy from outstat e uic /. LCLL:&LLI‘J)
General comments: 12 Leagues indicated they wanted a 2 item state agenda,

10 Lea&'ues L] n n " "w "

The lagest number of suggestions was in the field of TAXATION. 19 Leagues
asked for it, first choices 2 or 3, 2nd or 3rd choice. 15 of the 19 asked
for a general tax item. 8 of the 15 specifically chose the wording from
Owatonna: "A study of the tax structure of Minnesota with emphasis on sources
of revenue and more efficient methods of collecting, equalizing and distribu-
timg tax money." 4 Leagues wanted to limit item in some way: to schools,

to welfare, to sales tax.
The Leagues who suggested this item, with present m'ship figures are:

Bemidji, 55 Hibbing 67 R'dale 46 Total,
Duluth 284 Mopnd 53 Rochester226 2294
Chisholm 72 N.Richland 21 Rosevillel52 City, .
Edina 291 N.St.Paul 24 SteL.Pk. 139 491 [
F.Hts,. 50 Owatonna 61 St.Paul 491 Suburban,|
G.Falls 27 Richfield 85 W.B.1k. 106 946 |
Willmar 44 Outstate,

887 - =%
The Committee feels it is clear that IWVs want an item with above wording \

from Owatonna. The Board will need to consider this wording, or improvement,
limitation, or emphasis.

(BRIEFING BY GRACE FROM THE FILES:

Previous agendas in thés field, from 1947 - 1957, have been:

"Financing Bf Government in Minnesota, 1947

", ..new Btate Constitution or Revision in interest of greater....economy", 1948

"ee.analysis of state revenues & expenditures in order to understand and support
fiscal polities «.....promote sound and expanding economy", 1949

",..study state tax structure....with a view to support revision of dedicated funds"'50
"esestudy relationship of revenue requirements and revenue sources in Minn.,",'51

" eework for calling of Constitutional Convention...make recommendations for whai
it should contain"...emphasis, taxes, 1953




"study, for purpose of supporting, revision of constitutional provisions for:
an integrated and flexible tax article.", 1957

Materials prepared and studied by League:
1949 ?: Yiscussion Outline for State Economic Item Study, 13 pages.
Included; General Background, How does Minnesota Raise lts Money,
How Does Minnesota Spend Its Money? How Should Minnesota Raise and
Spend its Money (Taxes,, tax base, dup®ication and coordination of

taxes, dedicated funds, general considerations).

Skate Economiec Study, 15 pages. Included: Criteria for good pax system,
Minnesota's Tax System, Problems of Minnesota Property Tax, Assessment
Facts in Brief.

Dollars and Sense, 20 pages. Included: Purposes and functions of

Constitutions, Legislative Powers, Scope of State Finance,an outline,

Constitutional Finance Provisions, Recent Trends in State Expenditures,
Legislative Guide

The State You're In, 78 pages. Had a chapter on Finance which touched
on elements of finance, reducing mxpenditures, sources of additional
revenue, changing structure of financial system, constitutbon and
finance which of course touches on dedicated funds, and a summary

which includes Model State Constitution provisions in this area.

This may not be complete information, and it is not included to influence a decision

but the committee thought it would add background for disecussion. Perhaps another
(G.Wilson's idea, not the committee

quote might be helpfulJ’ It is from E. Sglisbury's 8fficial negative to this item
or a similar one in May, 1959 State Convention:

"eseodln no other area is it so important to have a predominant majority, because in
no other area...has it been so difficult to arrive at agreement. We have had a tax
item ¢eeofrom 1949-57. Expert source material has been used; well informed league
leadership has been developed; some good, readable League papere and other materials
have been producedesss.syet we have never been able to take action. «eesTWO major
stumbling blocks have been sales tax and dedicated tax funds. ....Taxation is a
basically political issue....This of course has contributed to the inability eof
Leagues to arrive at consensus. It also means that if we could arrive at consensus,
e would inevitably find ourselvesin the camp of one party or the other. ™

(Thought this might help us think of problems to face with this CA - G.Wilson)




€Y

II. The second largest number of suggestions was in field of CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION.

11 Leagues asked for it as first or second choice. These Leagues were:

Bloomington 78 Minneapolis 1100 Roseville 152 [ Total: 2585
Duluth 284 Red Wing 51 8t. Paul 491 Cityes:1591
Ge.Valley 90 Robbinsdale 46 Willmar 44 Sub.: 366
G.Falls 27 Rochester 226 | Outsts 632 iI
The committee feels it is clear that IWVs want an item like our present CA I:
"eoeewill work for amendments to improve the constitution of the state of Minn."
The emphasis suggested varied: 4 for general emphasis, 4 for finance, 2 for
executive, 3 for judicial, 3 for legislative.
III. The third and I¥. largest areas of interest were INDIAN area, and ELECTION LAWS.
INDIANS: by Bemidji (55), Minneapolis (1100), St. Paul (491), W.B.Lake (106){
4 Leagues, total 1752.

ELECTION IAWS: by Edina (291), Red Wing (51), Richfield (85), Rochester (226).

4 leagues, total 653.

MINORITY SUGGESTIONS:

Legislz tive reform Lower education Mental hospitals
Mental health Water pollution
Higher education Welfare

The 9ommittee suggests the Board consider two alternatives:

E, A Proposed CA, two items, as members seemi to want{J&AXATION, CONST .REVISION,

OR
B. A one-item CA, combining the Constitutional Revision, with special emphasis

on taxation, revenue, finance as part of Const.Revision study

,CONTINUING RESPONSIBILITIES

Majority suggested retaining all present CRs. Some suggested we drop Home Rule and
Revision of Constitution by Convention.

The Committee recommends we drop the two sbove, keep 1 and ¥ gs we now have them,

and add a Civil Rights CR which includes our Indian consensus, Women, Housing,Employ-
ment, Age and Sem.(?), Our proposed CRs would read: (ijEthics in government (confliet

:Pf interest and lobby regulation).(Z) Election Laws, party designation and corrupt
practices. (3) Civil Rights CR including mbove stands, but wording not worked out yet.







League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 15th & Washington S. E., Minneapolis 14, Minn.
LOCAL LEAGUES
Albert Lea .
Alexandria
LAnoka
Arden Hills
Austin
Battle Lake
Bemid ji
Bloomington
Brainerd
Brooklyn Center
Buffalo
Cass Lake
Columbia Heights
Crystal
Deephaven
/ Puluth
Edina
Excelsior
Palcon Heights
Faribault
Fergus Falls
Fridley
| Golden Valley
Granite Falls
Hibbing
_Heplens.
Jackson
Mahtomedi
Maplewood wakz
MclLeod~Hutchinson
Minineapolis
Minnetonka Village
Moorhead
Mound
New Richland
New Ulm
North St. Paul
Olivia
Owatonna
Red Wing
Richfield
Robbinsdale
, Rochester
_Roseville
St. Anthony
St. Cloud
St. Croix Valley
18t. Louis Park
8t. Paul
Shoreview
Silver Bay
South St. Paul
Virginia
v Wayzata
"‘ Wells
West St. Paul
—White Bear Lake
A1 1mar
Worthington
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League of Women Voters of Bloomington

Bloomington 20, Minnesota

February 12, 1963

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
15th & Washington S. E.

State Program Making Committee
Minnespolis 1, Minnesota

Re: State Program recommendations from League &f Women Voters of Bloomington.

The membership of the Bloomington IWNV favored revision of the State
Constitutién as a current agenda item for the next biennium.

There was no clear cut trend for any special article; however there
was a small majority who favored the Fourth Article (Legislative), and
the Ninth Article (Finance) was second choice. There was strongfeeling
in one unit for a constitutional convention as there was in another for
a one item Current Agenda.

The IWV of Bloomington recommends retaining the fomr presemt CRs and
changing the status of Discrimination from a CA to a CR.

l. Ethics in government.

2. Election laws, party designation, and corrupt practices.
3., Home rule.

Li. Constitutional revision by convention.
5. Discrimination.

Mary Eichhorn, Secretary




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF BROOKLYN CENTER

Brooklyn Center, Minn.




STATE PROGRAM SUGGESTIONS FROM L W V OF

Current
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We recommend that preseat Current Agenda No. 1 become
Current Agenda No. 2 - and that 1t incorporate our position on the
amending orocess & whatever consensus evolves on the subject of a
possible amendment to the uOﬁSuiLULLOD to allow the governor and
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The Edina League of Women Voters would like to submit the following
list of topics as first round suggestions for a Current Agenda Item
for State, 1963-65.

(in order of preference)

1. Tax Reform

To include a study of the present tax structure of Minnesota
(with particular attention to the Governor's Tax Commission Study),
exploring the major controversies of personal property, equalization
of assessments, and a sales tax.

2. FEdueation

A study of state-supported higher education facilities and
their plans, for meeting swelling enrollment and changing programs,
in relation to what the taxpayer can realistically afford to support.
Where do Junior Colleges and Vocational Training Schools (post high school)
fit into the picture?

3. Election Laws

A study of the selection, qualifications, and training of
election judges; mandatory statewide use of voting machines in
elections; a review of voter eligibility (state level) for qualifications
to vote in a national election.

. Water

A statewide study (by watershed districts) of pollution and
conservation problems of water in Minnesota.

A continuai study and possible action program on
"Indians in Minnesota". (on current agenda)

6. Mental Health

A study of the civil rights and the care of patients in
state mental hospitals, with special emphasis on the program and
treatment for mentally disturbed children.

The following items were each suggested by only two units:

l. A comprehensive study of the strengbhs and weaknesses
of the State Legislature, with recommendations for
streamlining and improving its vital role in state
government.

A continued support of Party Designation in the State
Legislature. (on current agenda)

A continued support for Home Rule in the State Legislature
(on current agenda) with an expanded view of establishing
Metropolitan Planning Districts (sewer, water, ete.).




The following items were each suggested by only one unit:

l. A study of the problems of the Lron Range Economy,
with special emphasis on the taconite industry.

A study of the judicial system in Minnesota, with
special emphasis on the function of local courts
and gqualifications of their judges.

A study of drivers' license regulation in Minnesota,
with respect to raising the minimum age limit and
requiring a physical examination at each 5 year renewal
period (for those over a certain age).

A study of existing laws in Minnesota to regulate
foodstuffs sold within the state (and thus not under
ICC regulation).

The Board of The Edina League of Women Voters would like to go on
record officially in support of adoption of a one-item state agenda
for 1963-1965.

\

Mary Ellen Haw (lMrs. Nathan S.)
State Item II, Edina L.W.V.

/i
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An examination of the <tax structure of Minn-
gsota with emphasis on assesment procedures.

A study of the tax structure of Minnesota with
emphasis on sources of revenue and more efficient
methods of collecting, egualizing and distribut-
ing tax money.

Minnesota finance----=—vc—v—w-u where the money
comes from; where the money goes.
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LEAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS oF MOUND
MOUND, MINNESOTA

February 11, 1963

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
15th & Washington, S.E.
Minneapolis 1llj, Minn.

Re: FIRST ROUND SUGCESTIONS FOR STATE ITEM

A re-evaluation of property tax, bonds for a sewer system and

a bond for one or two new schools makes the members of the

League of Women Voters of Mound especially receptive and enthusiastic
for a state tax study item. We, therefore, submit the following:

A study of tne tax structure of Minnesota with
emphasis on sources of revenue and more efficient methods
of collecting, equalizing and distributing tax money.

Yours truly,

President, Mound League of Women




estions:

First Rouna of State Program Su

86

A study of school alads based on assessment valuations;

EeAsR.Cs; lnequities in determining valuations, and
loss of revenues to schools in agricultural areas.

Voters




Suggestions for a state item by

ls The study of the Sales Tax
revenue,

Ze Tk tudy of the Judical system in Minnesota -
the possible areas for reorganization

o

& if necessary, changes for reform.

o Schpenecker
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SUGGESTIONS FOR STATE PROGRAM 1963-1965
From Richfield lLeague of Women Voters

CURRENT AGENDA

A mejority of Richfield members wanted a Study of Election

Laws put again on the Current Agenda (probably as a result of
the November election). Under this they emphasized & need for
uniformity of election procedures with required registration and
use of voting machines. Although some of these things could be
worked on under a CR, many felt this was not adequate.

The second suggestion which ceme from the units wes a Tax
Study--a total study with no ‘emphasis on specifiecs,

The third suggestion was a Study of the Judiciary with specifie

reform in view.
It seemed to the Board that a one or two item agenda at the

most would be best, but the units did not indicate their feelings
about this,
CONTINUING RESPONSIBILITIES

Most units meemed to feel that the conclusions from the consensus
on the Indian could probably be carried out through a CR on this topic.,
They also thought the problems of SCAD could be put on the CR's.

Election Laws should be removed from the CR's and put on the CA's.
Constitutional Revision by amendment should be placed on the CR's and

the rest of the CK's should remain as they now are,

I wasn't entirely satisfied with our handling of State program sug-
gestions this year. We had a general meeting on Metropolitan Affairs
and then adjourned to units for local and stete program making. Time

was limited and I am not sure how adequate the coverage was,
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF ROBBINSDALE

ROBBINSDALE 22, MINNESOTA

February 13, 1963

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
15th & Washington S.E.
Minneapolis 1k, Minnesota

SUBJECT: STATE ITEM PROGRAM AND STATE CR SUGGESTIONS (FIRST ROUND)

Below are listed the items the League of Women Votersodéf Robbinsdale
wishes to have considered for State Program next year in the order
of preference:

l., Taxation = A study of the tax structure of Minnesota
with emphasis on sources of revenue and more efficient
methods of collecting, equalizing, and distributing tax
money.

2. Legislature — A study of the present leglslatlve process
and how it can be improved.

The following items represent the League'!s wishes on CR's:

1. Ethics in govermment.

2, Election laws, party designation, and corrupt practices.
3. Home rule.

L. Constitutional revision by convention or amendment.

5. Principles of employment and problems of discrimination.

/"]. 7 (fem
L p / AL AL "a‘

Ruth Schultz, Mrs. 4lbert B.
President

Harriet Hzll, Mrs. Kenneth Re
Secretary
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~Y Judicial Reform Equal Rights for Women

ol J‘ i

FIRST ROUND PROGRAM SUGGESTIONS -- Rochester League of Women Voters

A major part of one briefing session was devoted to discussion
of State program planning. This expenditure of time paid off when
we recdéved suggestions from all units in Rochester. It also con-
fused the issue because no single area recédved wide-spread support.
The Rochester Board, therefore, decided to send 1n the statements
in those areas which were supported by more than one unit and to
include a 1ist of those areas mentioned only once.

ELECTION LAWS (5 units)

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will continue 1ts
study of Minnesota election laws with emphasis on voter registra-
tion; absentee voting, voting machines and counting procedures,

Comment: Though we fully realize that this may be a dead horse
by May, it is possible that any change may get tangled
in the legislative machinery. If this happens, League
could be effective in this area because it lends iteself
to more or less cut and dried solutions and because we
already have background in the election law field.

TaXE8 (4 units)
The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will make a broad
gtudy of the tax structure of Minnesota.

Comment: The tax item sugegestions from the four units covered &
wide area. ©Sources of income, efficient spending,
expanded services, comparison with other states and
allocation of funds to schools were cavilierly thrown
into the hopper and the above statement covers all these
and then some.

EDUCATION (4 units)

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will study legislation
dealing with the public school system with emphasis on financing,
consolidation and the junior college program.

Comment: Here again the suggestions covered a lot of ground and,
of course, overlapped the tax item.

LEGISLATIVE REORGANIZATION (2 units)

The League of Women Voters of Minresota will oontinue its
study of constitutional reform with emphasis or the 1eg% ative
article of the constitution.

Comment: There was also an indication of interest in statuatory
legislative reorganization similar to the item of sev-
eral years z2go and &f in changes in the rules of the
two houses.,

~ITEMS MENTIONED BY ONE UNIT ONLY:

Mental Health Consumer ProtectioniHuLnTNq,
Minnesota Penal System Blue Laws

“Discrimination Urban Renewal

Pegional Planning Conservation

VA
Carolyn Richards (uk&u
Rochester LWV Legislative Chairman




Soague of “Women “Voters

a4 of Rogevillle

January 25, 1963
League of Women Voters of
University of Minnesota
15 & Washington S,.E,
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota

Re: First round suggestion state current agenda

The Following was approved at Roseville's regular board meeting on
Jan. 21, 1963:

Recomnended Items

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will work for amendments
to improve the Constitution of the state of Minnesota,

The Le e of Women Voters of Minnesota will study the tax struc-
ture of Minnesota with emphasis on sources of revenue and more
efficient methods of collecting, equalizing and distributing tax
IMONEY o

Non-Recommended Items

A study of technical educational facilities with special attention
to college enrollment restriction and a study of oth
college educational facilities,

of Minn, election laws,

er than

mental health as to adequacy of treatment, care and
of patient,
apportionment amendment,
itutional convention.
ly as it relates to sewerage and water,

retain CA I because of the League's

same time there is a strong feeling
:at we should be doing something constructive about re-activating
e Constitutional Convention G2

3
e It was also recommended that
+ II be moved to a CR position,

Very truly yours,
/ /" .

k/ﬁ&é;;#-

Mras DG,

state Item Chairman

League of Women Voters of Roseville
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ST. CROIX VALLEY LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
<

February 14, 1963

League of Women Voters

of Minnesota

15th & Washington Aves, S, E
Minneapolis 14, Minn,

Subiject: Pronosed state items.
St. Croix Vallev Leacue met

nronosed items discussed were:

1, Study the Tax Structure

2, Continued Study of HElection Laws.

Only twn of the units had any recommendations at all

and the two recommendations above were not voted on
to see how many were interested, but the discussion

.

indicated only a small amount of inter
The subject of having onlv one State Item has been

mentioned thmpouscshout the year, but was not mentioned

last nieht.

B, B, Moynageh







RN ST. PAUL LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
ALLEY 29 29 EAST FISTH STREET
FERRUARY 11, 1963

A
TO: The League of Women Voters of Minnesota
RE: ST. L LW RECOMMENDATIONS FOR STATE C.A. PROGRAM
Attention: Mrs. 0. J. Janski, Chairman
Fourteen units, represented by one or more persons, attended a "Lively
Igsues meeting the evening of January 16, 1963. The total attendence was

approximately 45. (See 1-16-63 minutes.)

The following recommendations are a result of the meeting on the 16th
=nd the Boszrd discussion and directive at the February 6th Board meeting.

I, The TWV of Minnesota will continue to work for smendments to jmprove tha
conghitution,

SCOPE: We wold like tobe free to study any amendmets which the 1963
session of the legislature proposes. Interest also expressed in Btudy of
1. executive — perhaps strengthening; 2 tax article; 3. Judieci:l.

II, Indian Study: The LW of Minnesota recognising the responsibility
of State government in safeguarding the rights of all citizens against
discrimination and in improving the situation of the American Indians in
Minnesota will study specific arzas where legislation might be effective.

III. The LWV of Minnesata Will study the state tax structure and itg
implications on the economy. .

Commentaries by the Board regarding above item suggestions and whether or not
to have a one or two item agenda:

Re: Conctitution item:

There is a "feeling of Committee 1. that something will happen" during
the 1963 legislative session which this committee would want to be able to
study and take concensus.

Placing this item on a C.R. at this time cald impede definate action as
certainly before a stand is taken, a study with concensus must be done.

Re: Indian itemg

The current C.A. as adopted at the last Convention was a "two pronged®
item——Housing and the Indian—aore time is necessary for the study of the Indian
problem.

So far the general membership has had only a general look at the Indlan
problem with just background having been presented; of course the resource
conmittee members have had time to do further study.

To place this item on C.R.'s without a concensus would not be p#sdtiedd

Commentaries regarding a one or two item agenda:

TIME: With = two item agenda, too large a program is offered tothe
League members, so there is a little knowlege sbout seversl things—the units




(St. Paul LW recommendaticns to State cont.)

have more of a tendaney to "go the way" of the person presenting the
item because of a limited discussion.

To be able to have a program which will eppesl to many women the LW must
offer several items for study, but there should be "specialists" in each field.
Perhps members of the study committee cald present the item to units—perhaps
more workshops should be offered or suggest that the committee members from
units be asked to attend 211 meetings on the particulsr item so she will be
better prepared topresent the item and toanswer guestions.

Since goverament is so very complex, the LWV m
areas in order to be effective—that is the purpose
and to be informed.

ust be concerned in many
f the Lezgue—t0o be informeed

us
O

Whether a two item or a one item agenda is selected, it appeared as though
there wold be gome loss of members

A motion was made that we do pot limit the agenda toone item-—the vote was 8 to 9.
In selecting an item, the Lezgue should keep in mind—how much can be
gsolved through legislation after gtudy.

Before the 2nd round of suggestions a reevaluation will be necessary.

Since a 3 item C.A. would not be possible, the Board favored thzt the Constitution
item be placed on the C.R.'s.

C.8. recommendations:

Remove Home Rule fromthe C. R. 'g, This C. R. does not reflect the feeli
of the St. Panl LW.

The LWV of Minn. supports adequate financed commission administration of
legislation toinsure employment on merit, non-discrimination in trans-
action involving realproperty and egual access to public accomodations. The Lesgue
advocates strenthening the laws as inadequacies become apparent to insure
implementations of the League principle of "protection of minority groups
against diseriminatiom.".
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League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 15th & Washington S. E., Minneapolis 14, Minn.

LOCAL LEAGUES
Albert Lea

Alexandria
Anoka
Arden Hills
Austin
Battle Lake
Bemid ji
Bloomington
Brainerd
Brooklyn Center
Buffalo

Cass Lake
Columbia Heights
Crystal
Deephaven
Duluth
Edina
Excelsior
Falcon Heights
Faribault
Fergus Falls
Fridley
Golden Valley
Granite Falls
Hibbing
Hopkins
Jackson
Mahtomedi
Maplewood
McLeod-Hutchinson
Minneapolis
Minnetonka Village
Moorhead

Mound

New Richland

New Ulm

North St. Paul
Olivia
Owatonna
Red Wing
Richfield
Robbinsdale
Rochester
Roseville
St. Anthony
St. Cloud
St. Croix Valley
St. Louis Park
St. Paul
Shoreview
Silver Bay
South St. Paul
Virginia
Wayzata

’ Wells
West St. Paul

White Bear Lake
¥Willmar
Worthington

L
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EN LETTER TO LEAGUE MEMBERS IN MINNESOTA

9]

In recommending three items for your consideration of a Current Agenda for 1963-65,
the State Board is not proposing, or even expecting, that you will adopt all three.
In our analysis of the membership in the Leagues which participated in thi s impor-
tant program making aspect of our League life there was not enough difference among
the three we propose to make us willing to add the handicap of being not recommended

to any one of them.

There was lively interest in the tax item, there was agreement that the Indian item

was barely begun and many Leagues feel that our ability to act on all proposed con-

stitutional amendments has been of great value to the League in the local community.
Mrs. O. H. Anderson, President
League of Women Voters of

Minnesota

PROPOSED PROGRAM 1963-1965

PROPOSED CURRENT AGENDA TTRM I OO

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will study the tax structure of the State
of Minnesota, -
PROPOSED CURRENT AGENDA ITEM II «J

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will work for amendments to improve the
State Constitution.

PROPOSED CURRENT AGENDA ITEM IIX 87

The league of Women Voters of Minnesota will study specific areas where legislation
would be effective in improving the situation of the Minnesota Indian.

PROPOSED CONTINUING RESPONSIBILITIES

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will support legislation to insure em-
ployment on merit and non-discrimination in transactions involving real property;
it will work for adequately financed commission administration of such legisla-
tion and of legislation to insure equal access to public accommodations. [ ;2_

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will support party designation for legis-
lators and improvements in election laws in the field of campaign practices,‘/ﬁ%
election procedures, and voting.

The Ieague of Women Voters of Minnesota will support legislation to regulate
lobbying and conflict of interests.

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will support constitutional revision by
amendment or convention to provide: an easier amending process, fair and en-
forceable reapportionment, clearly fixed executive responsibility, a post auditor.
and legislative sessions of adequate length.










en Votere of

1

[
v
b
==l

b)
ar}
=
A
= o
*

FR W WL

e S

&1
L










Women
n vovu
oter

8U- =&
= 3 3 1. £
cion,

Proj
opert)
ty tax




PHOGRA

GRAM

The suzzest] or state promram
now submittinz = : nti : - ge sent

e o & Q
susz 18 Se

the workload
it burdensome.

e
]
ct

pos
evolves on the

to allow the

(o

O H O
ct+
i_l'o
g
o
3

=
n

O 0
¥ 5 |_:l

e

F

F

o

+
L

Fs
L

®
r‘_

y e




STATE PROGRAM SUGGESTIONS 1963-65 from
EDINA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

Balloting for State current agenda items was as follows:

Tax Item - T8

Indian Item - 58
1‘.,'.0

Amendment Ttem -

Election Laws -

Mental Health -

Unit members strongly support the Edina Board's previous
recommendation for a one-item-current-agenda. This feeling,
coupled with widespread concern that the Indian study not

be dropped from state programming, is reflected in the unusual
L0 votes to place this item on C. R.'s (apart from the 58 votes
to definitely place it on C. A.).

(Item II) Mary Ellen Haw (Mrs. Nathan S.)
(Item I) Marilyn Crane (Mrs. John)

State Resource Chairmen




Will you join us in voicing your opinion thet we can make a more thorough and
thoughtful study, and accomplish more vigorous action with just one State Currert
Agenda TItem?

Edira league of Women Voters




-

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

OF GRANITE FALLS

GRANITE FALLS, MINN.

/
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RED WING

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
RED WING, MINNESOTA  sommmema

April 11, 1963

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
15th & Washington S.E.
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota

As the second round state program suggestion, members of
our two units unanimously approved Proposed Current Agenda
Ttem III "The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will
study specific areas where legislation would be effective

in improving the situation of the Minnesota Indian",

,// /{-j
/;22§2y.\:;2%;7¢zapa/;£2;;7cau/

Mrs. Thomas Borgen
State Agenda Chairman
Red Wing LWV




i

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF ROBBINSDALE

ROBBINSDALE 22, MINNESOTA

April 11, 1963

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
15th & Washington S.E.
Minneapolis 1, Minnesota

SUBJECT: STATE ITEM PROGRAM AND STATE CR SUGGESTIONS (SECOND ROUND)

The League of Women Voters of Robbinsdale wishes to propose only one

that is the study of the tax structure of the State of Minnesota.
Almost all the members feel that there is not enough time to study
thoroughly more than one item.

The Robbinsdale League approves the continuing responsibilities
as proposed by the State Board. Since the local League here has
already sent in its consensus on Indian problems, it is the hope
of the members that a stand can be reached in time so tthat the

Indian problems might be added to the proposed program as a con-

tinuing responsibility.

! - " 8 {
(P e « Lt e -

Ruth Schultz, Mrs. dlbert B.
President

Harriet Hall, Mrs. Kenneth R,
Secretary




ROCHESTER LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

ROCHESTER, MINNESOTA

March 26, 1963

State Program Suggestions

Because of timing, our board will not have an opportunity to review
sedond round suggestions on state program from our units, We will
instruect those units meeting in time to send their suggestions
directly to the state office. Our delegates will have the results
of all units' discussion before the state convention,

Below are the votes of the members of our board pnresent at the March 25
board meeting. There was not time to discuss scopaéﬁ or emphases on
these items, It is just a hands-up vote on each item.,

Proposed CA Item I = no votes for
Proposed CA Item II- 4 votes for
Proposed CA Item III- 5 votes for

\
J

Peg Spoo, Pres.
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS ST. CLOUD, MINNESOTA

April

1d Program Suggesilons

UL

at, Cloud units meet but once & month and becauge

o 8

substantial number of working members, we are

recommending that no new area of study be adopted at

and III be maintained., We, some of us

importance of a study of the tex structure but we
are

La / - = h = . + 2 5% 1
present that we/ not by any means anywhere near completion in the

Al L /L
0l The I1ndlan aana

problem and that it is invaluable, should

in 1964, that we have a chan to

4o R A
stugay Thnem

Toaoriie cotso 4 ¢
Leggue s uQ-l‘l(-d-’ a8

wording of the
TIG T

went to lose our adventage in the other a

so do approve of the C

- e e e
Bernie Neuzer,







29 EAST FIFTH STREET

ALLEY 29
ST. PAUL 1, MINNESOTA

CA 2-3178
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PORT AUTHORITY

The Authority has moved from the Hagstrum Building to the Minnesota Building,
At a meeting in their new offices the members of the Authority decided to call on
local experts in industrial land valuation for help in setting values in the River—
view industrial park. The parcels will be for sale or lease.

PLANNING BOARD

Since some Planning Board members objected to portions of the Central Business
District (C.B.D.) Plan and felt that at some future date they might be held account-
able for voting for "The Plan", it was moved to approve the concept of the C.B.D.
plan. The motion passed.

A discussion followed as to what possible use might be made of the land (owned
by the County) which is located on the south side of Kellogg Boulevard between Booth
Cold Storage and the Robert Street Bridge. Suggestions were made for an underground
parking ramp ( so as not to spoil the aesthetic value of the river view, a cocktail
lounge, and a multi-storied hotel. No action was taken since, by this time, a
quorum was not present.

BOARD OF EDUCATION

During three recent Board of Education meetings, a series of reports were given
on the new junior high school program. The program has been the object of a five-
year study at Como Park junior high school by the University of Minnesota Bureau of
Field Studies. Como was chosen as a school with students of varying backgrounds and
as a school truly representing the community. DMe reports covered teacher, student,
and parent responses as to the vzlue of this new p-vgram. All three groups seemed to
feel that there should be greater emphasis on reading, writing, and arithmetic.
Although the reports were composed of statistics .«d somz of the results tended to be
confusing, all three groups seemed to agree that th® program was good. The findings
of the report appeared to imply that the new program was not hurting the students,
but teachers reporting on the study feel that it has given the students a broader
program and has widened their interests. One teacher felt that the students had been
helped in ways that cannot be showr on a test paper.

The St. Paul School Committee gave a rep.rt and recommendations for remedial
reading for St. Paul Public Schools., They recor..nded that’'a remedial reading pro-
gram be developed early in the elementary grades.

The following article is proposed as an addition to the Agreement of the Ramsey County
Louncil: Disbanding. The local Leagues in R.msey County may dissolve the Ramsey County
Council when; Representatives to the County Council so recommend, and two thirds majority
of the local Leagues in the county approve the rec mmendation. Funds remaining in the
Ramsey County Council treasury revert to the treasury of the League of Women Voters of
Minnesota. This should be voted on at the St. Paul annual meeting and is now presented
for your consideration. The purpose of this article would be to allow disbanding at a
time when the council and the loc¢al Leagues might wish to become integrated under the
Metropolitan Area League. :

Mrs, William McGee




Which one? = 4 One item Agenda?
Item I Two item Agenda?
Ttem II RING-A-DING WHING-DING Three items?
Item ITI

CALL IN YOUR CHOICE! - Here is your chance to make your wishes known on
a state item, Call Ca 2-3178 day or night before April 1l.

If you can't sleep some night - pick up the phone - and record your prefer-
ence On Our answering service,

A condensed description of Proposed State Program for 1963-1965 below:
Your unit chairman has fuller explanation which includes CRs.

PROPOSED STATE PROGRAM 1963-~1965
Proposed Current Agends Iten I '
The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will study the tax structure of the
State of Minnesota,
Twenty-four Leagues participated this year in the first stage of state
progran making for 1963-65. An item in the field of taxation was
suggested by most of ther.

In 1947 our state program included "Financing of government in Minnesota"
and in the ten years following ttat study some item relating to taxes

or fiscal policies was a part of our program. In May 1961 the follow-
ing not recommended item was voted consideration: "A study of the

state tax structure, with emphasis on sources of revenue and rore
efficient methods of collecting, equalizing and distributing tax

money." The vote on adoption of this item was 131 for to 115 against.

It needed a vote of 164, a two-thirds majority.

Possible scope - Reread "Taxation: The Perennial Issue" in the Sept-
Oct. 1962 Minnesota Voter. Should study sources of state revenue

and purpose for which it is expended., Could explore relationship
between state and local finances. 25 other state Leagues are working
on this problem so we could benefit from their studies.

Proposed Current Agenda Item II .

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will work for amendments to improve

the State Constitution.
About two-thirds of the 24 Leagues suggested this item in first round.
This item would include study and consensus on amendments which will
appear on the 1964 ballot as well as continued support for existing
positions on constitutional revision.

If Leagues wish to study proposed amendments on the 1964 ballot, this
item must be a Current Agenda. Tpis includes the taconite amendment.

Propogsed Cyrrent Agenda Ttem IIT

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will study specific areas where

legislation would be effective in irproving the situation of the Minnesota

Indian.
Ordinarily we devote two years to a Cyrrent A-enda Item, Because of
the multiple aspects of the discrimination item adopted in 1961, we
have had less than a year to devote to the Indian study. Suggestions
for this item came in first Pound from about half of 24 Leagues.
Because of the contribution the League could make in legislation as
opposed to volunteer relief efforts, and because of interest gensrated
in this item it night be continued. Future emphasis might include:
econonic development programs, law enforcement, vocational training,
reimbursenent to counties for Indian relief, scholarship money, etce




Second Round Progrem Suggestions - April 3, 1963

The League of Women Voters of Wayzata, after membership discussion, proposes the
following for consideration.

1. The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will study specific areas where
legislation would be effective in improving the situation of the Minnesota
Indien.

The high degree of interest within our League for this item dictates our submitting
this as our main area of study. We feel that the forth coming consensus will be to
broad. We must pursue this study further if our study is to be of value. If this

item is not adopted as a C A we would feel that consensus, if of a poesitive nature,
should be included as a C R.

2. The League of Women Voters of Minnesote will work for amendments to improve
the State Constitution.

We are submitting this second item with definite reservations and thoughts as to
whet extent this item should be studied. We, along.with many other Leagues, must
look at the overall workload and the amount of time and womanpower we have available.
We feel that a one item agenda would be best but, because of League's known concern
with constitutional revision by convention or amendment, we should be in a position
to study and act on all constitutional amendments that might come out of this
legislature. From previous experience, our gals have found it awkward, to say the
least, when they have been speaking for or against certein amendments, not to be
able to take a League stand on all proposed smendments, when questioned by an
audience.

We realize that we may not be able to reach consensus on some amendments but we
feel our position would be better if we could state this non-consensus rather
than a lack of study because it is not on our agenda.

Therefore, we are recommending this as a second item to be limited in scope to
only amendments we have studied and teken positions on and those coming out of
this session of the legislature.







LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF WILLMAR




1 : v 48
!

) tBe T e -

S —

vf {f-/L. ,"‘;/-},\__’_ ,(/\ :
@ , k 2t /(L/E.’.-/LJL/é AT A
OV AN X
5 LL&»U\XMM;Y~<a./p{@44
8 . prrpr—ei .
@ j i_f; o M/L-”"’ A 5’*’// (L [LVZ\_LL
g ) e
]/)/l /M/W\M_,/ e AN %M (-C’\?'L/ﬂ

> /-{L_
i(— 1 Ia—T1 ‘3—*“6 5

P ({/L W('

Yefue':;’ 5 W lﬂ%




April 13, 1963

Minnesota League of Women Voters
15th and University S. E.
Minneapolis, Minnesota

The Owatonna League of Women Voters makes the following
second round program suggestion,

Current agenda:

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will study the tax
structure of the State of Minnesota.

Continuing Responsibilities:

(1) Employment on merit and non discrimination in trans-
actions involving real property.

(2) Party designation for legislators and improvements in
election laws,

(3) Regulation of lobbying and conflict of interests,

(4) Constitutional revision by amendment or convention,




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

NORTH ST. PAUL 9, MINNESOTA

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
15th & Washington Aves. SE
Minneapolis 1l, Minn.

The League of Women Voters of North St. Paul

recommend the fohlowing study ltems for the Proposed Current

Agenda for 1963-1965:

The League of Women Voters of MMinnesota will
study the tax structure of the State of
Minnesota.

League of Women Voters of Minnesota will
study specific areas where legislation
would be effective in im proving the sit-
uation of the Minnesota Indian.

Sincérely,
— ' ;
L. _/,.’," e 7 "_,_,'/,f /I'(: & iy / :

7S b

Mrs. E. Schoenecker,
ecretary
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF HIB

HIBBING, MINNESOTA

341 Highland Drive

/ﬁ()b.{ng, Minnesoita

If there was a form for second nound program suggestions,
I cannot find i, But the Hlibbing League of Women Votens
wishes to go on necond as favoring the (onstitutional Revision
idem, as we must be able to study and work on the Taconite
Amendment when it comes up., I¢ will be most essential Zhat
the whole state study this, We would be in favor of a
tax item, provided it were a second item, but we feel these
are closely tied togethen,
We would be in fawon of all the (R's as recommended, but wish
2o place the Indian topic on the (R's. lWe feel it could use monre
study and wonk and hate to drop if, but we realize that we cannoi
work on everytfiiy at once,

Sincenely,

Barbara falpen,

Pres. Hibbing League




® IWV of Minnesota March 8, 1963

QP E LEAGUE MEMBERS IN MINNESOTA

In recommending three items for your consideration of a Current Agenda for 1963-65,
the State Board is not proposing, or even expecting, that you will adopt all three.
In our analysis of the membership in the Leagues which participated in thi s impor-
tant program making aspect of our League life;there was not enough difference among
the three we propose to make us willing to add the handicep of being not recommended

to any one of them.

There was lively interest in the tax item, there was agreement that the Indian item

was barely begun and many lLeagues feel that our ability to act on all proposed con-

stitutional amendments has been of great value to the League in the local community.
Mrs. O. H. Anderson, President
League of Women Voters of

Minnesota
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PROPOSED CURRENT AGENDA ITEM I

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will study the tax structure of the State

of Minnesota.
PROPOSED CURRENT AGENDA ITEM II

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will work for amendments to improve the
State Constitution.

PROPOSED CURRENT AGENDA ITEM III

The Ieague of Women Voters of Minnesota will study specific areas where legislation
would be effective in improving the situation of the Minnesota Indian.

PROPOSED CONTINUING RESPONSIBILITIES

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will support legislation to insure em-
ployment on merit and non-discrimination in transactions involving real property;
it will work for adequately financed commission administration of such legisla-
tion and of legislation to insure equal access to public accommodations.

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will support party designation for legis-
lators and improvements in election laws in the field of campaign practices,
election procedures, and voting.

The Ieague of Women Voters of Minnesota will support legislation to regulate
lobbying and conflict of interests.

The Ieague of Women Voters of Minnesota will support constitutional revision by
amendment or convention to provide: an easier amending process, fair and en-
forceable reapportionment, clearly fixed executive responsibility, a post auditor,
and legislative sessions of adequate length.




EXPLANATION OF PROPOSED PROGRAM 1963--1965

PROPOSED CURRENT AGENDA ITEM I

The league of Women Voters of Minnesota will study the tax structure of the State of
Minnesota.

Twenty-four lLeagues participated this year in the first stage of state program making
for 1963-65. An item in the field of taxation was suggested by most of them. The
leagues making this suggestion contain about 2/3 of the members represented by the 24
participating Leagues.

In proposing the above item the state Board recognizes the wishes of s substantial
majority of the participating members. It recognizes also that the subject of taxation
is an important one. As stated by the California Ieague after 20 years of study and
action in this field, "matters of money are ever-present, ever-evolving, and ever-
challenging."

Background of the Minnesota IWV on this subject:

In 1947 our state program included "Financing of government in Minnesota" and in the
10 years following that study some item relating to taxes or fiscal policies was a
part of our program. In the last three state conventions repeated attempts were made
to place a not recommended tax item on the Current Agenda, In May 1961 the following
not recommended item was voted consideration: "A study of the state tax structure,
with emphasis on saurces of revenue and more efficient methods of collecting, equali-
zing and distributing tax money." The vote on adoption of this item was 131 for to
115 against. It was defeated because it needed a vote of 164 -- a 2/5 majority.

Possible scope of the item proposed for 1963-1965:

We recommend rereading "Taxation: The Perennial Issue" in the September-October 1962
MINNESCI'A VOTER. Before going into any of the specific areas mentioned in this
article, it would be necessary to maske a general study of the sources of state revenue
and the purposes for which it is expended -- where the money comes from and where it
goess Such a study, giving us a complete current picture as well as ideas on future
sources of revenue, would perhaps lead us to look at the ways in which the money is
collected, the problems of assessment, the relationship between state and local
financess We could explore the various aspects of state-local fiscal relations, in-
cluding the sharing of state taxes by local units of government, the advisability of
broader taxing powers for localities, increased state grants, and problems of the
property tax. Our consensus and action on policies which would assist localities to
meet their increasing financial demands could be a major contribution in the tax field.

We recognize that this is a complex area of work. Our aim would be, not to make tax
experts of league members, but to activate them to decision on basic policies. Hope-
fully, by the time of Council meeting in 1964, our basic study and knowledge could
produce emerging areas of agreement and further delineation of specific problems
where it is necessary to face up to the distinctions between principles and sound
practice,

If we adopt this item we will be able to benefit from the experiences of at least 25
other state leagues currently working on some phase of state fiscal policy. The work
of these leagues has been summarized in the national publication "INVENTORY OF WORK ON
STATE FISCAL POLICY BY STATE IEAGUES OF WOMEN VOTERS." This inventory is a means of
exchanging ideas and methods and also provides a bibliography of league publications
available from the various states. It points out the great need for citizen educa-
tion in state fiscal problems. Therefore we would want to work for community under-
standing of our tax study, seizing every opportunity to take our information to the
people. Out of this study we may reach agreement on fair apportionment of the tax
load and on future needs for services and on how they should be financed.




PROPOSED CURRENT AGENDA ITEM II

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will work for amendments to improve the State
Constitution.

Of the 24 Leagues that participated this year in the first stage of state program mak-
ing, an item on amending the State Constitution was suggested by 2/3 of the members
represented by the Leagues participating.

This Constitutional Revision Item would include study and consensus on the amendments
which will appear on the 1964 ballot as well as continued support for existing posi-
tions on constitutional revision. These positions include:

1. A fair and enforceable reapportionment amendment

2. Clearly fixed executive responsibility (this includes fewer elective offices,
constitutional provision for an executive budget and joint election of
governor and lieutenant governor)

3« Post auditor responsible to the lLegislature

4. Adequate length of legislative session

5« Easing the amending process by changing the majority required for ratification
to a majority of those voting on the question

6. Broader provisions for adoption and amendment of home rule charters.

If Leagues wish to study proposed amendments on the 1964 ballot this item must be a
Current Agenda. However, it is possible that some of the proposed amendments would
be included in our existing positions and would not require further study (amending
process and joint election of governor and lieutenant governor). One which surely
will be on the ballot and which would need League study would be the taconite amend-
ment., If our position on Home Rule were threatened by an amendment in the 1965
session we would be able to study this item further under this Current Agenda. There
was no clear directive for study of any particular article of the Constitution under
this proposed Current Agenda Item.

PROPOSED CURRENT AGENDA ITEM III

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will study specific areas where legislation
would be effective in improving the situation of the Minnesota Indian.

Ordinarily we devote two years to a Current Agenda Item. Because of the multiple
aspects of the discrimination item adopted in 1961, we have had less than a year to
devote to what investigation has revealed to be a complex problem in the Indian study.
In spite of this, however, suggestions for this item came in from nearly half of the
members represented by the Leagues participating.

Our pending consensus at most can lead us to support of a declaration of responsibil-
ity by the state of Minnesota and the establishment of a state agency to represent the
state government in cooperative efforts by various levels of government to solve
Indian problems. Because of the contribution the League could make in legislation

as opposed to the volunteer relief efforts of other interested organizations, because
of member interest shown in this new study, because of interest it has generated in
the community and because further study in depth will allow us to take more specific
action, we are recommending that the item be continued.

Future emphasis might include some of the following: economic development programs
for Indians, law enforcement in reservation areas, vocational training and counseling
for urban living, reimbursement to counties overburdened with Indian relief costs,
keeping Indian lands intact against encroachment, enlightenment of Indians regarding
their political status, increasing Indian scholarship money, termination policy.

If we choose to drop this item now, no action by the ILeague on these and similar
matters will be possible.
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What Continuing Responsibilities are: State Continuing Responsibilities are state
governmental issues which League members have studied and on which positions have
been established by consensus. They are "unfinished business" on which the League
may continue to act in the same way it acts on Current Agenda Items. The positioms,
however, cannot be changed while the issues remain on the CRs of State Program. The
range of a CR may be narrowed by the membership, but never expanded.

l. The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will support legislation to insure employ-
ment on merit and non-discrimination in transactions involving real property; it
will work for adequately financed commission administration of such legislation
and of legislation to insure equal access to public accommodationse

Explanation: This CR position is based on consensus of local leagues in May, 1962.
It is as follows:

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota opposes discriminatory practices which
deny rights to any citizen on the basis of race, color, creed, national origin
or age. MAnti-discrimination legislation, enforced by commission administration,
is a necessary means of eliminating such discrimination.

Specifically this means:

Support of a workable "age" amendment to the FEP law.

Protection of the 1961 amendment to the FEP law, regarding real property and
the establishment of SCAD.

Support of increased funds and personnel for SCAD.

Support of administration by SCAD of the public accommodations law.

Following the operation of all these laws with an eye to strengthening and
improving them to more closely approximate the ideal expressed in the general
statement above,

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will support party designation for legis-
lators and improvements in election laws in the field of campaign practices,
election procedures, and voting.

Explanation: The CR position on Party Designation for legislators dates back to 1952.
The League has lobbied actively for P.D. in each session of the Legislature since then,
In 1960 the League agreed that if county officials were included in a Party Designation
bill, the League would neither support nor oppose this provision, but such a bill
would be acceptable to the league. Local Leagues reaffirmed their support of Party

(Designation for Legislators.
Explanation: The CR position on Campaign Practices (or as the election law lists it,
Corrupt Practices) includes complete reporting of all money actually spent in elect-
ions, bringing the volunteer committee under more control, and raising obsolete limits
on campaign spending.

Explanation: The CR position on Election Procedures and Voting includes centralized
responsibility for election procedures, providing for an otherwise qualified voter to
vote for president and vice president before he meets residence requirements, extend-
ing registration to smaller municipalities, counties, or the whole state, and giving
more latitude to local councils to determine qualifications and number of election
judges. This position also includes continued support of the open primary election
and opposition to lowering voting age and raising filing fees.




3+ The league of Women Voters of Minnesota will support legislation to regulate
lobbying and conflict of interest.

Explanationt The CR position to regulate lobbying includes: disclosure of name and
address of lobbyist, name of employer, nature of legislation with which he is con-
cerned, nature of activities in which he engages, amount of money contributed to his
lobbying action and by whom, and terms of his employment.

Explanation: The CR position on conflict of interests includes: financial disclosure
of sources and amounts of income related to public service, on the spot disclosure of
personal interest in legislation, prohibitions against certain incompatible activities.

4. The Ieague of Women Voters of Minnesota will support constitutional revision by
amendment or convention to provide: an easier amending process, fair and enforce-
able reapportionment, clearly fixed executive responsibility, a post auditor
and legislative sessions of adequate length.

Explanation: This wording includes a listing of our present positions on Constitu-

tional Revision, arrived at through the years since 1948, when this item was first
on the State Agenda.

NOT RECOMMENDED TITEMS

Election laws
Judiciary

Public Welfare
Mental Hospitals
Education
Legislative reforms
Executive Article
School aids

Home Rule

Water

Mental Health

Sales Tax

Compulsory drivers training

Juvenile delinquency

Intergovernmental cooperation in solving area-wide problems;
solving the situation of Minnesota Indians




CHECKLIST FOR PROGRAM #HAKING

Consideration of the following questions may help members and Board
in selection of Program: (pp. 16,17 Local League Handbook )

1. Does it come within the Principles of the League of lomen Voters?
See other side of this sheet.

Is it a problem which can be met through government?
Will it give League members valuable experience in citizen action?
Is it timely?

Is it an issue worthy of the members' time and effort and one about which
the League can do something?

In the light of Program commitments--local, state, and national--does the
League have sufficient personnel, experience, and funds to carry out the
proposal?

Additional Criteria for Adopting Continuing Responsibilities

1. If a new Continuing Responsibility, is there member agreement on the position?

2. If it is a Continuing Responsibility already on Program, is there still agree-
ment?

Are develomments in the next few years likely to require action?

Can members be kept up-to-date without too heavy a work load?

Wording an Item

The wording of a Current Agenda item should be clear, easily understandable,
general enough for flexibility yet specific enough to indicate the scope within
which the members wish the item to remain. A Current Agenda item may state a
position if the League has arrived at one through study under a previous Current
Agenda item. To repeat: all Current Agenda items imply some aspect of action
when a position is reached whether or not the wording so specifies.

The wording of a Continuing Responsibility is a statement of League position.
In adopting the Continuing Responsibility, the members should express, as briefly
and as clearly as possible, what that position includes.




The principles are.

1,

The principles of representative government and individual liberty
established in the Constitution of the United States.

A system of government which is responsible to the will of the people
and which enables the voter to carry out his obligations as a citizen.

A system of govermnment in which responsibility is clearly fixed.

A system of govermnment which promotes coordination of the operations
of federal, state, and local governments.

Governmental organization and administration which contribute to
economy and efficiency.

A merit system for the selection, retention, and promotion
of government personnel.

Legal protection of citizens in their right to vote.

A system of free public education which provides equal opportunity for all.
Protection of minority groups against discrimination.

Removal of legal and administrative discriminations against women.

A system of federal, state, and local taxation which is flexible
and equitable.

Fiscal and monetary policies that promote a stable and expanding economy.

Responsibility of govermment to share in the solutiaom of social and
economic problems which affect the general welfare.

Adequate financing of govermnment functions and services.

Conservation and development of natural resources, in the public interest,

Domestic policies which facilitate the solution of international problems
and promoting world peace.

Cooperation with other nations in solving international problems and
promoting world peace.

Development of international organizations and international law
to achieve permanent means of cooperation.




League of Women Voters of Minnesota

PRESIDENTS LETTER

Mrs, O. H. Anderson, President March 8, 1963

DATES TO REMEMBER

Tuesdays, 11:15 a.m., KUOM LWV Radio Program

March 13 & 27 -- Legislative Observers Program

March 27 Voters Service Meeting

April 14 Second Round Program Suggestions due
April 14 Hope Washburn Award Nominations due
April 26 Convention Registration forms due
May 1 Indian consensus due

May 1 Return Pledge Form

May 6 Hotel Reservation deadline

FINa. CALL The 39th State Convention of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota
TO will be held at the St. Paul Hotel, St. Paul, on May 14 and 15, 1963.
CONVENT ION The St. Paul League is the hostess for the Convention.

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOUR OFFICIAL VOT'ING DEIEGATES ATTEND BCTH DAYS, since the Pro-
posed Program is presented the first day, with the final decisions being made on the
second day. However, Observers may attend one day or both days, and lLeagues may have
an unlimited number of such Observers. Alco, you will notice it is possible to attend
the banquet without paying a registration fee.

Bnclosed is a list of local leagues, showing the number of delegates allotted to each
League according to the Bylaws of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota. Enclosed,
also, are Credential Cards for your delegates, "What Every Delegate Should Know" as
well as the Convention Reservation form. Advance registration should be made with the
state office no later than April 26. Send in completed form, credential cards, and
check in the proper amount. Make your hotel reservations directly with the hotel using
the enclosed cards (note deadline of May 6).

Convention Workbooks will be mailed on May lst. Information on the following will be
included: Proposed Program, Budget, Bylaw Amendments, Nominating Committee Report and
Convention Rules. Since your delegates will be voting on these matters, they should
be discussed with your Board and if possible your membership before Convention. Dele-
gates, while not instructed, should be informed and need to know the thinking of the
members they represent. We hope each delegate -~ and observer - will study her Conven-
tion Workbook as it will help her to understand Convention procedure.

Those of you who have been to Convention know that the meetings start on time. The
doors are closed and no one will be admitted during the sessions except at specified
times. BE PROMPT! Allow ample time to register. Registration starts 8 a.m., May l4th,

Display space is limited. If you plan a display you will need to inform the state
office by May lst, telling how much space you would like. Nothing can be placed on
the walls, 80 think in terms of table displays. (Enclosures)
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CONVENT ION The President's Luncheon, eet for for May 14th, is planned to honor

continued... and entertain the Presidents of Local Leagues. We think it will be a
lot of fun, and will also give you a chance to get acquainted with

your counterparts in the other 57 local Leagues in Minnesota. This luncheon is limited

to local League Presidents and members of the state Board. The cost is $1.50.

HOPE WASHBURN It's not too late to put in nominations for the Hope Washburn Award.
AWARD The deadline has been extended to April 14. Just being nominated for
the Hope Washburn Award is an honor -- so honor your top local and
state League workers by sending their names in. Read the box in January-February VOIER
and let us hear from you.
Mrs. Robert G, Johnson, 3704 S. Arbor lLane, Hopkins
Nominating Committee Chairman

PROPCSED The state Board is providing enough copies of the Proposed Program for
PROGRAM each unit in your League. We hope this will help all your members to

take part in this grass roots process. We ask your unit members to
send their suggestions to the local League Board promptly, expecting then that your
Board will review and summarize the results and send them to the state Board by April
14th. If some of your units are unable to meet the local Board deadline, we encourage
them to send their suggestions direct to the state office.

On the basis of membership discussion the local Bcard may 1) accept all or part of the
program as proposed, 2) submit a revision of proposed item or items (this could be a
revision of the wording but not a change in the intent), 3) submit a not recommended
item (a new item may not be introduced).

During your discussion of the Proposed State Program we remind you to consider the
workload involved in your proposal. In recommending your item, please include a defin-
ition of your suggestion as well as some indication of the scope of the item.

The state Board reviews this second round of suggestions and submits a Proposed Program
to the Convention. This Proposed Program will be in your Convention Workbook which
will be mailed to you May lst. (Enclosures)

LEGISLATION To date there has been one Time for Action to all local Ieagues

(concerning the Governor-Lieutenant Governor Bill), one Time for
Action to local Leagues with Senators or Representatives on the Finance or Appropria-
tions Committees (concerning the appropriation for the State Commission Against Dis-
crimination) and one informal request to a few Leagues able to be of particular help
with the Party Designation Bill. Your response to these calls has been most gratify-
ing. All the 5,500 League members around this state extend to you their heartfelt
thanks, We enclose a copy of Mrs. 0. H. Anderson's statement on Party Designation.
This statement was made at the meeting of the Elections and Reapportionment (Senate)
Committee, Tuesday, February 26. At the meeting on March 5, the Committee voted
10 to 7 to table the bill, (Enclosure)

The future is, of course, anybody's guess. But at the moment from here it looks as
though you may expect some future Times for Action on the Amending process to the
Constitution as well as several areas in the Election Laws field. You may wish to
update your members on Election lLaws and the Amending process by using the CAPITOL
LETTER. The Legislative Observers Program continues to be the best way a lLeague
member can keep right up to the minute on developments in state program.

STATE ITEM II We enclose sheets on "Iocal Citizens' Committee on Human Relations
and Fair Employment Practices" which was prepared for the meeting for

local League State Item IT chairmen held Feb. 27, in connection with Legislative Ob-

servers Day. (Enclosure)

MEMBERSHIP Membership Memo # 6 is enclosed in this mailing, We think you will be
inspired by what one small Ieague did in & big way on membership.
(Enclosure)
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NATIONAL You will be interested in the enclosure on the so-called "Liberty Bill,
CRs the purpose of which is to limit the income tax and the treaty making
power of the President of the U.S. This bill comes within the scope of
our National CRsy; and so a statement was prepared by Mrs. Grady Mann in the event
that the bill was introduced in Minnesota, and Mrs. Duff was prepared to testify be-
fore the House Committee on Taxes, March 5, 1963.

The time for testimony on this bill, H.F.327, was completely taken up by a gentleman
from California speaking for the resolution. The tax committee chairman, Rep. Roy
Dunn, spoke with Mrs. Duff before the meeting and received copies of the IWV statement
for the committee members. It is doubtful that anything further will happen on
H.F.327 but just in case, Rep. Dunn is keeping in touch with us as well as two
committee members particularly interested in it -~ Rep. Salisbury Adams and Rep. D.D.
Woznigk. Of course the newsmen attending the hearing were also pleased to have our
League statement. The future shall bear some watchful waiting. Thank you, thank you
to St. Cloud. If it had not been for your phone call the day before the hearing, we
would have missed it entirely! Secrecy seems to be of particular importance to the
proponents of this resolution -- we heard not a glimmer from here. (Enclosure)

TREASURER You are fast approaching the end of the fiscal year. Now is the time

for a close examination of your budget with your Board. Make any re-
visions that may be necessary. If you find yourselves with an unexpected balance,
make sure you have done all you can in the field of publications for your members
and your contributors. After that, we suggest you might wish to make a gift to the
Jane Grey Swisshelm Fund.

VO'ERS -~ . You are urged to attend the Legislative Observers session on March 27
SERVICE and then have lunch with other Voters Service people from the local

Leagues for a discussion of activities in the communities. Come pre-
pared to discuss what your local League has achieved in Voters Service and whether
you have encountered any problems, Return the reservation form by March 20th.

(See velow)

PUBLIC The new League publication, INDIANS IN MINNESCTA, is now in your hands,
RELAT TONS in at least a minimum number of copies. Your local lLeagues will soon

be using this publication as a study topice The Public Relations Chair-
man in each local League can use this new publication and can at the same time pro-
mote its sale in the community. If your Teague can afford to buy copies to give as
gifts to ministers, and leaders of church or other welfare groups who work with
Indians and minority groups, this is a fine way to make friends for the league. You
could also contact the schools in your community with special attention to the social
studies departments in the secondary schools. Teachers after seeing the book,may
wish to order it in additional numbers for use in their classes or to have available
in the school libraries. The book could be used as background material for talks to
be given by your speakers' bureau. If you cannot afford to make gifts to libraries,
schools, teachers and church leaders, perhaps you can secure a number of the brochures
advertising the publication to leave with these people. This brochure is available
from the state office. It includes a table of contents, comments by leaders in the
field of Indian affairs, and the price of the publication.

PUBLICATIONS ~ Spring Tonic: How about getting a couple of your friends to join with
you on an ad hoc committee to promote publications at your March and
April Unit meetings? Give a well planned, lively talk on two or three new League
booklets -- INDIANS IN MINNESOTA and THE ROLE OF THE POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE U.S.A
are two good examples. Take the books with you, pass them around, let them examine
them. Pass out order blanks on a clip board and see if you don't pick up orders!

Add this publication to your Local League Publication Catalog -- A STUDY OF THE CITY
CHARTER OF WHITE BEAR LAKE. 12 pages, 10¢ postage paid (charters, home rule legisla-
tion, comparisons are some subjects covered)

ENCLOSURES: Proposed Program for units, Nominating Committee, Bylaws, Registration
form, Hotel card, Credential cards, "What Every Delegate Should Know," Convention
Representation, Party Designation and Liberty Bill statements, Local Citizens Com-
mittees, Membership Memo # 6.

Please clip and return to state office by March 20.

League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 15 & Washington Aves.S.E., Minneapolis 14, Minn,

I will bé gble to attend the Voters Service Meeting during lunch, on March 27, 1963.

This meeting will be held right after the Legislative Observers Program that day in
the Highway Building, near State Capitol.
Name

League
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OPEN LETTER TO LEAGUE

In recommending three items for your consideration of a Current Agenda for 1963-65,
the State Board is not proposing, or even expecting, that you will adopt all three.
In our analysis of the membership in the Leagues which participated in thi s impor-
tant program making aspect of our League life{there was not enough difference among
the three we propose to make us willing to add the handicap of being not recommended

to any one of them.

There was lively interest in the tax item, there was agreement that the Indian item

was barely begun and many leagues feel that our ability to act on all proposed con-

stitutional amendments has been of great value to the League in the local community.
Mrs. 0. H. Anderson, President
League of Women Voters of

Minnesota

PROPOSED PROGRAM 1963-1965

PROPOSED CURRENT AGENDA ITEM I

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will study the tax structure of the State
of Minnesota.

PROPOSED CURRENT AGENDA ITEM II

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will work for amendments to improve the
State Constitution.

PROPOSED CURRENT AGENDA ITEM IIT

The league of Women Voters of Minnesota will study specific areas where legislation
would be effective in improving the situation of the Minnesota Indian.

PROPOSED CONTINUING RESPONSIBILITIES

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will support legislation to insure em-
ployment on merit and non-discrimination in transactions involving real property;
it will work for adequately financed commission administration of such legisla-
tion and of legislation to insure equal access to public accommodations.

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will support party designation for legis-
lators and improvements in election laws in the field of campaign practices,
election procedures, and voting.

The Ieague of Women Voters of Minnesota will support legislation to regulate
lobbying and conflict of interests.

The Ieague of Women Voters of Minnesota will support constitutional revision by
amendment or convention to provide: an easier amending process, fair and en-
forceable reapportionment, clearly fixed executive responsibility, a post auditor,
and legislative sessions of adequate length.




EXPLANATION OF PROPOSED PROGRAM 1963--1965

PROPOSED CURRENT AGENDA ITEM I

The lLeague of Women Voters of Minnesota will study the tax structure of the State of
Minnesota.

Twenty-four leagues participated this year in the first stage of state program making
for 1963-65. An item in the field of taxation was suggested by most of them. The
leagues making this suggestion contain about 2/3 of the members represented by the 24
participating Leagues.

In proposing the above item the state Board recognizes the wishes of a substantial
majority of the participating members. It recognizes also that the subject of taxation
is an important one. As stated by the California Ieague after 20 years of study and
action in this field, "matters of money are ever-present, ever-evolving, and ever-
challenging."

Background of the Minnesota IWV on this subject:

In 1947 our state program included "Financing of government in Minnesota" and in the
10 years following that study some item relating to taxes or fiscal policies was a
part of our program. In the last three state conventions repeated attempts were made
to place a not recommended tax item on the Current Agenda. In May 1961 the following
not recommended item was voted consideration: "A study of the state tax structure,
with emphasis on sources of revenue and more efficient methods of collecting, equali-
zing and distributing tax money." The vote on adoption of this item was 131 for to
115 agaeinst. It was defeated because it needed a vote of 164 -- a 2/3 majority.

Possible scope of the item proposed for 1963-1965:

We recommend rereading "Taxation: The Perennial Issue" in the September-October 1962
MINNESCTA VOIER. Before going into any of the specific areas mentioned in this
article, it would be necessary to make a general study of the sources of state revenue
and the purposes for which it is expended -- where the money comes from and where it
goess Such a study, giving us a complete current picture as well as ideas on future
sources of revenue, would perhaps lead us to look at the ways in which the money is
collected, the problems of assessment, the relationship between state and local
finances. We could explore the various aspects of state-local fiscal relations, in-
cluding the sharing of state taxes by local units of government, the advisability of
broader taxing powers for localities, increased state grants, and problems of the
property tax. Our consensus and action on policies which would assist localities to
meet their increasing financial demands could be a major contribution in the tax field.

We recognize that this is a complex area of work. Our aim would be, not to make tax
experts of league members, but to activate them to decision on basic policies, Hope-
fully, by the time of Council meeting in 1964, our basic study and knowledge could
produce emerging areas of agreement and further delineation of specific problems
where it is necessary to face up to the distinctions between principles and sound
practice,

If we adopt this item we will be able to benefit from the experiences of at least 25
other state leagues currently working on some phase of state fiscal policy. The work
of these leagues has been summarized in the national publication "INVENTORY OF WORK ON
STATE FISCAL POLICY BY STATE LEAGUES OF WOMEN VOTERS." This inventory is a means of
exchanging ideas and methods and also provides a bibliography of League publications
available from the various states. It points out the great need for citizen educa-
tion in state fiscal problems. Therefore we would want to work for community under-
standing of our tax study, seizing every opportunity to take our information to the
people. Out of this study we may reach agreement on fair apportionment of the tax
load and on future needs for services and on how they should be financed.




PROPOSED CURRENT AGENDA ITEM IT

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will work for amendments to improve the State
Constitution.

Of the 24 Leagues that participated this year in the first stage of state program mak-
ing, an item on amending the State Constitution was suggested by 2/3 of the members
represented by the Leagues participating.

This Constitutional Revision Item would include study and consensus on the amendments
which will appear on the 1964 ballot as well as continued support for existing posi-
tions on constitutional revision. These positions include:

l. A fair and enforceable reapportionment amendment

2. Clearly fixed executive responsibility (this includes fewer elective offices,
constitutional provision for an executive budget and joint election of
governor and lieutenant governor)

5. Post auditor responsible to the legislature

4. Adequate length of legislative session

5+ Basing the amending process by changing the majority required for ratification
to a majority of those voting on the question

6. Broader provisions for adoption and amendment of home rule charters.

If Leagues wish to study proposed amendments on the 1964 ballot this item must be a
Current Agenda. However, it is possible that some of the proposed amendments would
be included in our existing positions and would not require further study (amending
process and joint election of governor and lieutenant governor). One which surely
will be on the ballot and which would need League study would be the taconite amend-
ment, If our position on Home Rule were threatened by an amendment in the 1965
session we would be able to study this item further under this Current Agenda. There
was no clear directive for study of any particular article of the Constitution under
this proposed Current Agenda Item.

PROPOSED CURRENT AGENDA ITEM III

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will study specific areas where legislation
would be effective in improving the situation of the Minnesota Indian.

Ordinarily we devote two years to a Current Agenda Item. Because of the multiple
aspects of the discrimination item adopted in 1961, we have had less than a year to
devote to what investigation has revealed to be a complex problem in the Indian study.
In spite of this, however, suggestions for this item came in from nearly half of the
members represented by the Leagues participating. §37

Our pending consensus at most can lead us to support of a declaration of responsibil-
ity by the state of Minnesota and the establishment of a state agency to represent the
state government in cooperative efforts by various levels of government to solve
Indian problems. Because of the contribution the League could make in legislation

as opposed to the volunteer relief efforts of other interested organizations, because
of member interest shown in this new study, because of interest it has generated in
the community and because further study in depth will allow us to take more specific
action, we are recommending that the item be continued.

Future emphasis might include some of the following: economic development programs
for Indians, law enforcement in reservation areas, vocational training and counseling
for urban living, reimbursement to counties overburdened with Indian relief costs,
keeping Indian lands intact against encroachment, enlightenment of Indians regarding
their political status, increasing Indian scholarship money, termination policy.

If we choose to drop this item now, no action by the League on these and similar
matters will be possible.




» PROPOSED ) IBILETTES 1965365

What Continuing Responsibilities are: State Continuing Responsibilities are state
governmental issues which League members have studied and on which positions have
been established by consensus. They are "unfinished business" on which the League
may continue to act in the same way it acts on Current Agenda Items. The positions,
however, cannot be changed while the issues remain on the CRs of State Program. The
range of a CR may be narrowed by the membership, but never expanded.

le The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will support legislation to insure employ-
ment on merit and non-discrimination in transactions involving real property; it
will work for adequately financed commission administration of such legislation
and of legislation to insure equal access to public accommodations.

Explanation: This CR position is based on consensus of local leagues in May, 1962.
It is as follows:

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota opposes discriminatory practices which
deny rights to any citizen on the basis of race, color, creed, national origin
or age. Anti-discrimination legislation, enforced by commission administration,
is a necessary means of eliminating such discrimination.

Specifically this means:

Support of a workable "age" amendment to the FEP law.

Protection of the 1961 amendment to the FEP law, regarding real property and
the establishment of SCAD.

Support of increased funds and personnel for SCAD.

Support of administration by SCAD of the public accommodations law.
Following the operation of all these laws with an eye to strengthening and
improving them to more closely approximate the ideal expressed in the general
statement above.

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will support party designation for legis-
lators and improvements in election laws in the field of campaign practices,
election procedures, and voting.

Explanation: The CR position on Party Designation for legislators dates back to 1952.
The League has lobbied actively for P.D. in each session of the Legislature since then.
In 1960 the League agreed that if county officials were included in & Party Designation
bill, the League would neither support nor oppose this provision, but such a bill
would be acceptable to the league. Local Leagues reaffirmed their support of Party

(Designation for Legislators.
Explanation: The CR position on Campaign Practices {or as the election law lists it,
Corrupt Practices) includes complete reporting of all money actually spent in elect-
ions, bringing the volunteer committee under more control, and raising obsolete limits
on campaign spending.

Explanation: The CR position on Election Procedures and Voting includes centralized
responsibility for election procedures, providing for an otherwise gqualified voter to
vote for president and vice president before he meets residence requirements, extend-
ing registration to smaller municipalities, counties, or the whole state, and giving
more latitude to local councils to determine qualifications and number of election
Judges. This position also includes continued support of the open primary election
and opposition to lowering voting age and raising filing fees.




3+ The league of Women Voters of Minnesota will support legislation to regulate
lobbying and conflict of interest.

Explanation: The CR position to regulate lobbying includes: disclosure of name and
address of lobbyist, name of employer, nature of legislation with which he is con-
cerned, nature of activities in which he engages, amount of money contributed to his
lobbying action and by whom, and terms of his employment.

Explanation: The CR position on conflict of interests includes: financial disclosure
of sources and amounts of income related to public service, on the spot disclosure of
personal interest in legislation, prohibitions against certain incompatible activities.

4. The Ieague of Women Voters of Minnesota will support constitutional revision by
amendment or convention to provide: an easier amending process, fair and enforce-
able reapportionment, clearly fixed executive responsibility, a post auditor
and legislative sessions of adequate length.

Explanation: This wording includes a listing of our present positions on Constitu-

tional Revision, arrived at through the years since 1948, when this item wasg first
on the State Agenda.

NOT RECOMMENDED ITEMS

Election laws
Judiciary

Public Welfare
Mental Hospitals
Education
Legislative reforms
Executive Article
School aids

Home Rule

Water

Mental Health

Sales Tax

Compulsory drivers training

Juvenile delinquency

Intergovernmental cooperation in solving area~wide problems;
solving the situation of Minnesota Indians




CHECKLIST FOR PROGRAM xAaAKING

Consideration of the following questions may help members and Board
in selection of Program: (pp. 16,17 local League Handbook)

1. Does it come within the Principles of the League of Women Voters?
See other side of this sheet.

Is it a problem which can be met through government?
Will it give League members valuable experience in citizen action?
Is it timely?

Is it an issue worthy of the members' time and effort and one about which
the League can do something?

In the light of Program commitments--local, state, and national--does the
League have sufficient personnel, experience, and funds to carry out the
proposal?

Additional Criteria for Adopting Continuing Responsibilities

1. If a new Continuing Responsibility, is there member agreement on the position?

2. If it is a Continuing Responsibility already on Program, is there still agree-
ment ?

Are developments in the next few years likely to require action?

Can members be kept up-to-date without too heavy a work load?

Wording an Item

The wording of a Current Agenda item should be clear, easily understandable,
general enough for flexibility yet specific enough to indicate the scope within
which the members wish the item to remain.: A Current Agenda item may state a
position if the League has arrived at one through study under a previous Current
Agendas item. To repeat: all Current Agenda items imply some aspect of action
when a position is reached whether or not the wording so specifies.

The wording of a Continuing Responsibility is a statement of League position.
In adopting the Continuing Responsibility, the members should express, as briefly
and as clearly as possible, what that position includes.




The principles are.

i,

The principles of representative government and individual liberty
established in the Constitution of the United States.

A system of govermnment which is responsible to the will of the people
and which enables the voter to carry out his obligations as a citizen.

A system of government in which responsibility is clearly fixed.

A system of government which promotes coordination of the operations
of federal, state, and local govermments.

Governmental organization and administration which contribute to
economy and efficiency.

A merit system for the selection, retention, and promotion
of government personnel.

Legal protection of citizens in their right to vote.

A system of free public ecucation which provides equal opportunity for all.
Protection of minority groups against discrimination.

Removal of legal and administrative discriminations against women.

A system of federal, state, and local taxation which is flexible
and equitable.

Fiscal and monetary policies that promote a stable and expanding economy.

Responsibility of government to share in the solutiam of social and
economic problems which affect the general welfare.

Adequate financing of government functions and services.

Conservation and development of natural resources, in the public interest,

Domestic policies which facilitate the solution of international problems
and promoting world peace.

Cooperation with other nations in solving international problems and
promoting world peace.

Development of internatiocnal organizations and international law
to achieve permanent means of cooperation.
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LEAGUE OF WCOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESCTA
Minutes of the Board of Directors
February 21, 1963

MEETING PLACE: State Office, 9:30 a.m., Mrs. O. H. Anderson, President, presiding.

ATTENDANCE: Board members present: Mmes. Davidson, Duff, Janski, Mann, Murray,
Thompson, Wash, Watson, White, Whiting, Wright, and Zaidenweber.
Board members absent: Mmes. Isaksen, Jensen and Miss Shimmin.
Staff members present: DMmes. Williams and Wilson.

REVISION OF AGENDA: Mrs. Watson requested time for State Item II before the noon hour,
and Mrs. Mann requested time to comment on legislation pertaining
to the national CRs. Requests were granted and the agenda was revised accordingly.

MINUTES: Minutes of the State Board meeting of January 17, 1963 were circulated by
mail.

MOTION: Dispense with reading of the minutes.
Mover: Mrs. Whiting. Second: Mrs. Thompson. Carried.

Corrections:

l. Page 3, Minnesota Voter, paragraph #l. delete MINNESCI'A VOTER and
substitute CAPITOL LETTER. Also delete 16,044 and substitute 1,644.
Corrected by Mrs. Duff,

2. Page 3, State Item I, paragraph #3, MOTION: Delete and substitute
this complete motion: That the League of Women Voters of Minnesota
support the recommendations of the Governor's Committee on Consti-
tutional Revision for easement of the amending processe °
Corrected by Mrs. Whiting, mover of the original motion.

MOTION: Accept the minutes as corrected.
Mover: Mrs. Whiting. Second: Mrs. Janski. Carried.

TREASURER'S REPORT: Balance on hand, 4/1/62 $4,092.35
Receipts, 4/1/62 to 1/31/63 27,031.38
Expenditures, 4/1/62 to 1/31/63 254651046
Balance on hand, 1/31/63 $5,472.27

Mrs. Mann reported that office expenses are paid through November to the SOS. She re-
quested that outstanding bills be turned in. Pledges from local Leagues are coming
in well, the office reports. The state League office may be moved from the old build-
ing to a new west bank University building in the next month or sixweeks.

Mrs. Mann reported for the Budget Revision Committee as follows: recommending these
changes in the budget...

President and Board of Directors subtract $30, making it $845
Delegates: Convention subtract $70, making it $405
Delegates: Special Meetings add $100, making it $200

The $300 charge for postage will be taken out of office operation and charged
to the publications account.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Mrs. Anderson reported that the Governor's Committee recommenda~
tion on the amending process will be introduced as a bill this
sesgion of the legislature.

Thank you letters to presidents of Carleton and Macalester Colleges were sent in appre-
ciation for professors Fjelstad and Mitau speaking to the IWV Observers Program.




State Board Minutes, Feb. 21, 1963, page 2
State Board members response for the request from Minneapolis League to lobby on be-
half of a bill concerning their school district was unanimous to grant this permission.

A letter was received from Mr. George Farr, Minnescta DFL chairman, with thoughtful
objections and explanation of comments contained in the CAPITOL IETTER article,
"Neutral Recounter.!" He explained that ballots were challenged since they realized
that no other opportunity to do so would be given, if it wasn't done at the first
recount.

A Minneapolis member; Mrs. Walter S. Carpenter, wrote objecting to the Don Fraser
interview contained in the CAPITOL LETTER as being partisan. The Board felt this
interview was correct to use, since the CAPITOL LETTER is not just a report, but
gives viewpoints as well.

A Letter to the Editor appearing/the St. Paul DISPATCH stating that the League is t00
liberal and written by Mrs. Milton E. Smith will be answered by the local St. Paul IWV.

Leo Mosier, a member of the Governor's Committee on Constitutional Revision, has
written the League regarding his opinion of proposed taconite amendments objecting to
constitutional guarantees to individual industries.

Betty Kane will attend the apportionment meeting in Chicago March 19-22, 1963, along
with Mrs. Anderson and Mrs. Whiting.

Mrs. Anderson!'s expenses as chairman of the national nominating committee to the
National Council meeting May 6-10 will be partially paid by nationale Since this is
true, she recommended it would be valuable to have president-elect Mrs. Whiting and
one other attend from Minnesota. Mrs. Anderson requested suggestions for the
National Board slate be sent to her.

A letter from Mrs. Chas. Carr of the ad hoc committee on water gave the plans of the
committee to stay active through this legislative session.

Mrs. Anderson appeared on the TV show in Mankato as a guest speaker of Dr. Wm. Ranson's
program. She took along many of the League publications which were excellent from
Dr. Ranson's viewpoint. While in Mankato she spoke to a prospective League group.

The annual meeting of the Cmaha League of Women Voters will hear Mrs. Anderson speak
to them March 7, as they requested. She will also speak March 3 to the adult class
of Trinity Community Chuxrch.

The CommonMarket workshop will be attended by Mmes. Anderson, Mann, Whiting and Zai-
denweber of the state Board.

STATE PROGRAM SUGGESTIONS: Mrs. Zaidenweber repprted for the committee to study pro-

LA gram suggestions from local ILeagues. The committee
announeed that response was about average. The largest support was shown for a Tax
item. There was organized support for such an item, with written suggestions and
wordings mailed to local Leagues by the League of Women Voters of Owatonna.

The committee suggested either a one or two item agenda including Constitutional
Revision and Taxation separately or as one item.

Thorough discussion of all program items suggested was held by Board members. Follow-
ing consideration of all avenues of the program field, the Board gave majority VOI'E
support to the recommendation of a separate tax item with the following wording:

"A study of the tax structure of Minnesota" with a complete explanation sent out to
local leagues. The committee felt there was a clear-cut feeling of support from local
Leagues for an amendment study.
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The League of Women Voters of Minnesota adopt a two item agenda for
study in 1963-64, as proposed program.
Mover: Mrs. Zaidenweber. Second: Mrs. Wash. Carried.

Adopt as a second program item, the league of Women Voters of Minnesota
will work for amendments to improve the constitution of the state of
Minnesota.

Mover: Mrs. Wash. Second: Mrs. Zaidenweber. Carried.

The Board felt for the first round of program recommendations the Indian study must
be included since the study is not complete; the League can serve a purpose no other
group can in this field by an objective study preceding action where there is consensus

MOTION: The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will study specific areas where
legislation would be effective in improving the situation of the
Minnesota Indian.

Mover: Mrs. Whiting. Second: Mrs. Thompson. Carried.

All other program suggestions will be listed as not recommended. Complete explana-
tions of program will be prepared for direct mailing with copies for each unit of
local Leagues. Assignments were made as follows:

Item I. Mrs. Whiting.

Item II. Mrs. Murray and Duff.

Item III. Mrs. Watson
The wording and explanation are to be circularized to all Board members before mailing.
A condensed version of proposed program and explanation will be in the next VOIER.

STATE CONT'INUING RESPONSIBILITIES: The program study committee reported that a major-

ity of local Leagues favored retaining all present
CRss PFollowing complete discussion of State CRs, the Board made the following recom-
mendations:

MOTION: The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will support adeguately financed
commission administration of legislation to insure employment on merit,
non-discrimination in transactions involving real property and equal
access to public accommodations.

Mover: Mrs. Watson. Second: Mrs. Duff. Carried.

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will support legislation to
regulate lobbying and conflict of interests.
Mover: Mrs. Duff. Second: Mrs. Janski. Carried.

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will support party designation
for legislators and improvements in election laws in the field of cam-
paign practices, election procedures, and voting.

Mover: Mrs. Duff. Second: Mrs. Thompson. Carried.

It was pointed out that our present position on home rule is of no value, and has
been inoperative for six years.

MOTION: Drop Home Rule as a state CR.
Mover: Mrs. Whiting. Second: Mrs. Duff. Carried.

MOPION: That our present position on Home Rule become a part of our position
implicit in proposed C.A. on Constitutional Revision.
Mover: Mrs. Whiting. Second: Mrs. Janski. Carried.

That the League of Women Voters of Minnesota drop from their C.R.pro-
gram Revision of the Constitution by Convention.
Mover: Mrs. Whiting. Second: Mrs. Janski. Defeated.
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The League of Women Voters of Minnesota will support constitutional
revision by amendment or convention to provide: an easier amending
process, fair and enforceable reapportionment. clearly fixed executive
responsibility, a post auditor, and legislative sessions of adequate

length.

Mover: Mrs. Watson. Second: Mrs. Zaidenweber. Carried.

Mrs. Anderson appointed Mrs. Janski to see that the CRs with explanations wherever
necessary are written up.

STATE ITEM II: Mrs. Watson reported that not enough reports are in as yet for a
complete report on consensus on "Women in the Labor Force."

Mrs. Anderson and Mrs. Watson related the misunderstanding of the members of the
Governor's Humen Rights Commission in our entering the field of Indian Study with our
publication. A letter of explanation will be sent to the chairman, Mrs. Wright Brooks,
with a copy to the Governor.

It was decided to delay mailing a listing of recommendations for legislation in this
field by the Minnesota Council of Churches, since we are in the process of taking con-
sensus and this might sway League opinion at this time.

Since Mrs. Watson will be unable to lobby actively for a time because of family ill-
ness, it will be left to Mrs. Duff and Mrs. Watson to decide if it should become
necessary to seek a substitute lobbyist.

EIECTION LAWS: league lobbyist in this field, Mrs. Thomas Young, reviewed legislation
pertaining to League stands in the field of mandatory training sessions
for election officials.

MOTION: The League of Women Voters of Minnesota approves mandatory training
sessions for election officials.
Mover: Mrs. Davidson. Second: Mrs. Janski. Carried.

This was felt to be within our previous stand since it would fall under "Uniformity
of procedures and training of election officials™ as supported by the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota.

BYLAW CHANGES: Mrs. Whiting submitted her study of bylaw changes to more closely

follow the suggested standard bylaws for a state League as prepared
by National. Comparisons were made as the Board then studied the proposed changes
Article by Article.

The following major changes were recommended by motion, with a copy of all changes
appended to the minutes.

MOTION: In Article IV, Section 3, change "shall" recommend to "may" recommend
to the national Board that recognition be withdrawn.
Mover: Mrs. Thompson. Second: Mrs. Whiting. Carried.

MOTION: Article IV, Section 3, add the following: All funds held by a local
Ieague from which recognition has been withdrawn shall be paid to the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota.
Mover: Mrs. Janski. Second: Mrs. Duff. Carried.

Accept the proposed new state Bylaw revision changes as incorporated
in our discussion.
Mover: Mrs. Whiting. Second: Mrs. Thompson. Carried.




State Board Minutes, Feb. 21, 1963, page 5

ORGANIZATION: Mrs. Janski reported that the new program "Project Adoption" has been

working smoothly. Several trips have been made to Mankato by the Edina
League. Mrs. Janski and Mrs. Wilson will attend an organization meeting February 22
in Mankato. St. Peter, under the guidance of the Bloomington League, had 21 people at
a coffee party for prospective Leaguers. A committee is working out of Duluth with
possibilities of a ILeague in Cloquet. No report yet from Moorhead on their work in
Crookston. Future possibilities include Winona, Plymouth, New Brighton.

The Board received in advance copies of . letters from Richfield concerning their non-
partisanship policy. After discussion, the Board recommended that a written nonparti-
gan policy be discouraged as all information is included in the Handbook, with each
situation to be considered individually. Mrs. Anderson will answer their questions in
this area with a letter.

White Bear Lake asked permission to reorganize their League for program on a three
group multi-level tri-community basis. The Board pointed out that White Bear Lake can
proceed now without bylaw changes, referring to the Handbook. They should be advised
to procede informally step by step keeping in mind their purpose of preserving the
unity of their league.

Mrs, Whiting reported on the field service trip made to Duluth and Silver Bay by Mrs.
Jangki and her, January 29 and 30. They advised Duluth on the use of a planning
session for better program presentation in their units, and on the use of a finance
committee., They gave Silver Bay general advice including suggestions on their local
agenda work.

After a report on the work in Chisholm, the following MOTION was passed:
MOTION: Recommend to national the granting of local league status for the

provisional league of Women Voters of Chisholm with full recognition.
Mover: Mrs. Whiting. ©Second: Mrs. Janski. Carried.

FINANCE: Mrs. Thompson announced receiving gifts from local Ieagues as follows:
Mahtomedi, $25; Mound, $15.

STATE CONVENTION: Convention chairman Mrs. Thompson had distributed a tentative con-

vention schedule previously by mail. Mrs. Whiting suggested in-
cluding the Council Report in the morning of the first day, as time is usually avail-
able there. A coffee hour during the second session will be included since the even-
ing dinner hour will be necessarily late because of entertainment schedules.

Space will be available for state Board members to display and sell publications;
local Leagues may also sell publications.

Mrs. Parish was suggested as parliamentarian. She will be asked, with Mrs, Dhein
as second choice, if Mrs. Parish is not available.

Convention costs were recommended as follows:
Dinner $4.25
Luncheon 2.25
Coffeeyrolls 50
$7.00
Registration 3.00
Total $10.00

MOTION: The convention fee be set at $10 with the President's luncheon price
of $1.50 in addition, with the convention budget underwriting the
difference.

Mover: Mrs. Whiting. ©Second: Mrs. Wright. Carried.
Observers fee will be ¥2.00 a day.
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STATUS OF LEGISLATION: The Party Designation Bill has been introduced into the Senate
with a oarefully organized and planned overall approach. The
hearing in the Senate will be February 26 in the Elections Committee with Mrs. Ander-
son appearing on behalf of the league. This bill has not been introduced into the
House as yet. A sheet of "quotes" favoring Party Designation is being prepared.

Mrs. Mann explained that the "Liberty Amendment" is being watched carefully as it
would go against our national CR on income tax, since they wish to do away with
Amendment # 16 to the U.S.Constitution, the income tax amendment,

She also reported that the Ieague will be on the alert for the bill for a study of
the Red River Valley (H.F.651, S.F.522); this comes under our national Water CR.

Mrs. Murray informed the group that the bill placing the Governor and Lt.-Governor
on the same ticket will come oug;when t%%e has been given for League "Time for Action"
support to take effect. committee

The bill to ease the amending process will get started soon, but has not been intro-
duced as yet.

VOI'ERS SERVICE: Mrs. Davidson reported that the Burnsville Unit of the West St.Paul
League has requested permission to hold a Candidates Meeting.

MOTION: Grant permission to hold the Burnsville Candidates Meebing.
Mover: Mrs. Davidson. Second: Mrs. Janski. Carried.

Mrs. Davidson announced plans to meet with local League Voters Service Chairmen in
connection with a March Legislative Observers Day.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE: The Special Committee has sent a letter to the Hill Foundation
requesting funds for their work. Minnesota Mining and Manufac-
turing denied their request.

MINNESCTA VOT'ER: Mrs. Jensen's printed sheet of VOI'ER suggestions was reviewed. The
Board agreed the slate should be in; that proposed program should

be written by the Editor using the mailing being sent to local lLeagues as source mater-

igl; that the first page of VOTER should be devoted to program of Convention; that

the news about local Leagues should be an article by Edina on how they helped start

a League in Mankato, with picture included; the column by President and legislative

story was not discussed by Board.

NATTONAL COUNCIL:

MOTION: Send Mrs. Janski as our second Council representative.
Mover: Mrs. Thompson. OSecond: Mrs. Wash. Carried.

The next meeting of the state Board will be March 14, 1963.
The meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Roberta White, Secretary
(Mrs. Dean White)

Addenda: insert at the end of Organization Report, page 5, the following:
"Mrs. Wright will reply to the Falcon Heights League President in regard to procedures
of consensus in the Ramsey County Council and the Metropolitan Council."
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