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NATIONAL LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
UNIFORM LAWS CONCERNING WOMEN

WIFE AND HUSBAND AS GUARDIANS

Twentieth century laws make a wife and a husband joint and equal
guardians of their children with equal powers, concerning their custody,
Fmrtm‘e,_ tuition, welfare, services and earnings. In case of the death or
incapacity of either parent, the surviving parent succeeds to these rights
and duties., Indiana and Vermont passed equal guardianship laws in 1921.
T'wenty-five States and the District of Columbia thus recognize the parents’
equality.

California, Civil Code, 1915, See. 197.

Colorado, Revised Statutes, 1908, Sec. 2912.

Connecticut, General Statutes, 1902, Sec. 206.

District of Columbia, Code 1911, Sec, 1123.

Idaho, Compiled Statutes, 1919, Sec. 4681.

Illinois, Revised Statutes, 1919, Chapter-64, Sec. 4.

Indiana, Session Laws, 1921

lowa, Annotated Code, 1897, Sec. 3192.

Kansas, General Statutes, 1909, Sec 3966.

Kentucky, Acts 1910, Page 93.

Maine, Revised Statutes 1903, Page 617, Chapter 69, Sec. 2.

Massachusetts, Supplement, 1902-1908, Page 1277, Chapter 145.

Minnesota, Revised Laws, 1905, Sec. 2834,

Missouri, Session Laws, 1913, Page 92, Sec. 1.

Montana, Laws 1915, Page 90.

Nebraska, Cabby's Compiled Statutes, 1909, Sec. 5376.

Nevada, Session Laws, 1913, Page 27, Sec. 6153 and 6154.

New Hampshire, Laws, 1911, Page 110, Chapter 104,

New York, Wadham's Constitutional Laws 1909, Page 550, Sec. 81,

Oregon, Married Woman's Act, 1880, Sec. 2.

Pennsylvania, P. and L. Digest, 1907, Page 4875, Sec. 23 qualified by

Session Laws, 1917 and 1919, Page 445.

Utah, Compiled Laws, 1917, Sec. 7815.

Vermont, Session Laws, 1921

Virginia, Acts, 1916, Chapter 417,

Washington, R. and B’s. Code, Volume 2, Sec. 5932,

Wyoming, Compiled Statutes, 1920, Chapter 446, Sec. 7015.




There are eighteen other States which have, to a less degree, recognized
the wife's power by making her the guardian of her child after the death of
her husband. This takes away the husband’'s ancient right to select the
child’s guardian by deed or will.

Among these partially modern States are:

Alabama, Code 1907, Sec. 4339, child under fourteen.

Arizona, Revised Statute, 1901, Section 1958.

Arkansas, Kirby's Digest, 1916, Chapter 81, Sec. 4196.

Louisiana, Revised Civil Code, Article 216, Page 2189,

Michigan, Statutes, Volume 4, 1913, Sec. 11557.

Mississippi, Code 1917, Sec, 2401, by implication,

New Jersey, Compiled Statutes, 1910, Page 2810, Sec. 21.

New Mexico, Compiled Laws, 1915, Sec. 2557 and 2559,

North Carolina, Constitutional Statutes, 1919, Sec. 2157,

North Dakota, Compiled Laws, 1913, Sec, 4424,

Ohio, General Code 1912, Sec. 10928.

Oklahoma, Revised Laws, 1910, Sec. 3326.

Rhode Island, General Laws, 1909, Page 1170, Sec. 5.

South Dakota, Revised Code, 1918, Sec. 184.

South Carolina, Code 1912, Sec. 3733.

Texas, Civil Statutes, 1914, Sec. 4068.

West Virginia, Code 1913, Sec. 2047.

Wisconsin, Revised Statutes, 1919, Sec. 3964,

In all of the forty-eight States, in case of litigation, courts consult “*the
best interests of the child'’ and can remove an unworthy or incapable parent
from the gu: i

There are five States which continue the guardianship laws inherited
from the dark ages which allow a husband absolute power. Under unusual
circumstances some partial modification occurs in only a few instances.

Delaware, Code 1915, Sec. 3916, *‘The father may by deed or will name
a guardian for his child,”

Florida has a similar provision, Revised Statutes 1920, Sec. 3964.

Georgia, Park's Civil Code 1914, Volume 2, Section 3021 and 3033,
“*He may appoint by will.”' Other sections are somewhat obscure.

Maryland, Bagby's Annotated Code 1912, Volume 2, Page 2092, Sec.
179 and Page 2081, Sec. 146 and 148.

Tennessee, Annotated Code 1917, Sec. 4258, *'The husband may appoint
by deed or will . . . unless he has abandoned his wife without
lawful cause."’

The only explanation for such laws in this century may be this, that
most husbands in these five States have been much more kind and just than
the law and thus, few wives ever discovered how eruel their husbands mi
have been, Only strict adherence to truth necessitates holding up.so u

3 '. Their very next Legislatures

erously, these five States as “‘horrid examples''.
may place them in the first rank with States having modern guardianship laws.

CarrAarRINE WaucH McCuUuLLOCH.

For extra copies write Mrs. C. W, McCulloch
112 West Adams Street, Chicago

Suggestion for a Model Guardianship Law

An act concerning the guardianship of the persons and
property of minor children, and to make uniform the laws
in reference thereto.

Section 1, The wife and husband are the joint nat-
ural guardians of their minor children and are equally
charged with their care, nurture, welfare and education and
the care and management of their estates. The wife and
husband shall have equal powers, rights and duties, and
neither parent has any right paramount to the right of the
other concerning the custody of the minor or the control of
the services or the earnings of such minor or any other matter
affecting the minor. If either wife or husband dies or is
incapable of acting, the guardianship devolves upon the sur-
viving parent.

Section 2. In case the wife and husband live apart
the court may award the guardianship of a minor to either
parent, and the State where the parent having the lawful
custody of the minor resides, shall have jurisdiction to deter-
mine questions concerning the minor’s guardianship.

Section 3. This act shall be known as the Uniform

Parental Guardianship Act.

Section 4. This Aect shall be so construed as to make
uniform the laws of those States that enact it.
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L.eague of Women Voters

Julletin of the Social Hygiene Committee

National American Woman Suffrage Association
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the first duty of

created Committee on Soc )
this Committee is to make a study of th
work that lies before it.
During the war the menace of venereal disease to
the lives and welfare of the soldiers and its result in de-
creased efficiency of the army and navy was clearly re-
cognized. Our Government stands as the first in history
to formulate and carry into effect a program for the pro-
tection of the morals of our fighters, as a means of shield-
ing them from venereal infection, and of preventing the
spread of these diseases in the community after the war.
That
Program was inevitable. It is for the

there were certain weaknesses in the Government
citizens of the
United States to recognize and continue all that was good
in it and to strengthen the weak places and remedy the
mistakes.

the prosram of work, which t Social

Committee is desirous to put before the women citizens,

first place 15 oiven to law enforcement, because of laws

Promoting

ing i best and indeed thé only sure preventive of
ereal disease and its many evil consequences.

(c) Making marriage, or some other social conven-
tion recognized by the State, the sole condition on which
the State will tolerate sex relations and the procreation of
children.

There is a great lack of uniformity in the laws affect-

1

ing social hygiene in the different states. In some there

are many good laws, in others legisiation has lagged. But
in no state is the legislation all that the women citizens
will desire, nor does it anywhere fulfill all the conditions
that a careful study of the needs of the country leads us
to lay down.

The underlying and essential factor that must be re-
cognized in dealing with immorality is the desire for sex
gratification. 1f the man should cease to be willing to pay
for this gratification commercialized prostitution would

immediatelv disappea is willing to pay
there is a market for I

ANy may
will be

be “rescued” or segrt

f s+ . 1
L1OTTHCOITIINE.

'’he sex desire of moreover, is exploited, not

by the professional prostitute | by a whole

army of men and women who prey upon her and her male

companions. These are the pimps and procurers, the taxi-
drivers who look for an illegitimate but lucrative business;

the real estate owners and renters who close their eyes
to everything but profits; the hotels and roomiing houses
which are willing to accommodate this traffic, and the
other who fiad

dealers in drygoods and commaodities

among the prostitutes their best customers,

The young man who, left to himself, might be able
to keep his sexual instincts in check, is weakened morally
by the use of alcohol and his desire is stimulated by solicit-
ation in the streets, by adroit advertising, by licentious
literature and by the immoral stories and examples of his
After he has indulged he is scared by quack

assoclates.

doctors, and induced to spend his money and risk his

health in efforts after “sure cures.”
f LLaw Enforcement of the Social Hy-

refore armm at:

COMMER(

1 : LR it
Slavery are Insuiiicient.

Elimination of houses used for vicious purpeses

by means of Injunction and Abatement

other methods.
Punishment of frequenters of disorderly houses,

(ordinance or law should be passed if necessary

defining “frequenters”) thus equalizing the law

against men and women engaged in prostitution.
Provision for reformatory sentences where pro-
bation is undesirable for women convicted of of-
fences under prostitution laws, instead of inflic-
fines.

tion of

Heavy penalties for pimps, panderers and

] )TOCUTErsS.

Strict enforcement of laws against alcohol and

drug trades.
Prevention of solicitation in streets and public

places by men or wanien.




level from

unless it takes cognizance of the fact that there
DT

(1) Suppression of circulation of licentious literature
and pictures. carefully guarded so as not to in-

terfere with ?til 189 ke

VENEREAL DISEASE CONTROL.
(a) Classification of wvenereal disease as contagious.

(b) The examination of a person to determine pre-
sence of infectious disease including venereal
diseases, is one that belongs solely to the discretion
of the health authorities, and to be decided by
their decision as to whether the individual has or
has not probably been exposed to infection.

Distribution of free salvarsan as a remedy
through State Boards of Health.

{c

(d) Public laboratories for diagnosis.

Public clinics and hospitals for treatment ol
venereal diseases, with free treatment whenever
necessary, without searching enquiry into means
of patient.

o

(1) Examination and treatment of all persons com-
mitted as dependent or delinquent. No person to

be released from jail or other penal institution

in an actively ifections condition.
(o) Detention hospitals tor meén or women who re-
~ fuse to conform with ulations u:ﬁ\-:'w

treatment or whose manner of life in the
ion of the health officer, makes them a ]a"'»l'L

lanver
d HECT.

{(h) Eugenic certificates for applicants for marriage
licenses, Feeble mindedness, insanity, epilepsy
and venereal disease being a bar to marriage.

(i) Penalization of advertising of a vicious character,
or advertising offering “sure cures” for venereal
disease,

(j) Protection against quack doctors and sale of

o . ¥ - . R | +
venereal disease remedies by druggists without
prescription of regular physician.

Until the world shall have reached a very different
on which we now stand, we shall have to

and vigilantly swith the problem of ven-

constantly
disease. T

he program of law enforcement must
fore also deal with this problem.

i1 will not be sufficient
> are i a
communities many people who either because of age,

The law enforcement progr:

or because of mental Il[lf]{\\]ulr]lun{ or instability are in-
capable of caring for themselves. The unmarried !_unlhf_‘;‘
and her child should be provided with opportunity for ob-
taining a foothold in the community without heavy handi-
caps. Protection must be extended to all these weaker
mesmbers of society.

1.

MINORS AND MENTAL DEFECTIVES.

(a) Legal age of consent to be not less than 18, and
laws to include protection of boys under 18

as

well as of girls.

b) Permanent custodial ¢

of the mentally unfit

j-n self-supporting colonies.
INSTITUTIONAL.
(a) Reformatory Farms for men and women,

(h) Industrial Farm Schools for boys and girls.

( These institutions to provide for the investiga-
tion of case histories; mental and physical ex-
aminations; classification of cases; moral agencies
for character development; vocational training;
indeterminate sentences, with provisions for
parole.) These institutions should be: self-sup-

porting and 1

fave 1ral '.‘.l.‘-l ".!Hlk":: S

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

(¢) Protective Homes for girls in all cities.
(d) Detention quarters for women and separate

guarters for children awaiting trial,

(¢) Women on governing boards of all charitable

and penal institutions.

Women as probation and parole officers; as state
and IuLLV. 1)n|lL( as protective officers; as court
as jurors; and as physicians in institu-

11!

tions for women and children.
() Juvenile and domestic relations or family courts.

(h) Travelers Aid agents in all large railroad stations
and travelers aid organizations accessible to
travelers everywhere,

ITE. ILLEGITIMACY.
(a) Strengthening of Bastardy Law to insure sup-
port of child.
(b) Agencies for pre-natal care of mother
(c¢) Hospital or Professional care of mother during
confinement.

(d) Post-natal care of mother during nursing period.

for disposition of future of mother and

The Un
d"d”"‘l \i']‘\'"‘.\'-"'_: rl SCak ”’ "ni‘ ili']:ll‘.'.
of a wide-spread t.lrn;m'i;:.} of social
In this campaign sever: al public organizations are now en-
gaged; includin United States Public Health Service,
jl.-_-cltIL':nLu&::avrtl;u Board of Social H_\g‘l ne; State Boards
of Health; the Social Morality Committee of the National
Y WE A.; the American Social 3_\*1(111* Society, and
State Societies of Social Hygiene.

its campaign

onized the need

ited States Government, early

voiene education.

The foundation of the work of the Social Fygiene
Committee must be laid on a basis of sound education con-
cerning the facts of life, and the nature of the conditions
and dangers that surround our young people. The work
of the Social llygiene Committee therefore includes:

V. SOCIAL HYGIENE EDUCATION.

(a) Promotion of introduction of social hygiene
education in elementary and high schools, normal
schools, colleges and universities—the ideal be-
ing the co-ordination of botany, biclogy and phy-
siology in such a way as to give a comprehensive
foundation for the understanding of life and
personal health, this course to begin in the
elemeritary grades,

(b) ‘\uppml of authorized agencies and organiza-
tions engaged in social h\‘fmu L‘(hl("mml

(¢) Establishment of such agencies and organizations
in States where they are not already at work.

(d) Establishment or support of agencies for train-

ing parents in prmuplm of nnpmtmw proper in-
formation concerning facts of re-production to
their children.

Finally it must be recognized that no Social Hygiene
work can be effective that fails to take cognizance of the
need of outlet for the natural emotions of youth. In a
study of “Why our young people—boys and girls—go
wrong’’ emphasis must always be laid on the monotony
of working day life, on the strength of the natural sex de-
sires and feelings implanted in eyvery normal human being
but often denied normal expression, and on opportunities
for recreation which instead of being carefully and skil-
fully supervised and thus rendered safe by directing the
life forces into proper channels, are surrounded by many
temptations and dangers, and in fact sometimes serve as
traps for the unwary. The program of the Social Hygiene
Committee therefore should include:—

1
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RECREATION.

(a) Investigation by trained experts of existing
facilities for recreation, especially commercial
tacilities such as dance halls, movie theatres,

amusement parks or beaches, and skating rinks.

(b) Legislation L_’nt].r(}\\'c]'inﬂ' towns and cities to pro-
vide playgrounds, dance platforms, and recreation
halls and to secure trained and skilled supervisors
and directors of recreation.

(c) Co-operation with organizations or agencies en-
gaged in promoting the association of young
people in club groups.

The National Playground and Recreation Association,

Madison Avenue, New York City, is an established
agency equipped to advise and co-operate in improving

recreational facilities.

to

One of the questions which is constantly being put

the Chairman of the Social Hygiene Committee is,

“What will be the duties of the Chairman from each of the
States, who will form the central committee?”’ As a
partial answer to this questiion the following outline of
work 18 suggested (—

DU

0.

3

o

10.

11.

TIES OF CHAIRMAN OF STATE

COMMITTEES

To attend the Social Hygiene Conference in New
York, October 17-24 to consider a program of So-
cial Hygiene to be presented at the Annual Conven-
tion of the National League of Women Voters, Ses-
sions 8.15 P. M., Park Avenue Hotel, Park Avenue
and 33rd Street.

To secure a strong committee in her own State to
study existing social hygiene laws and their enforce-
ment.

To secure publicity concerning any laxity, or sex
or race discrimination in the enforcement of social
hygiene laws

To decide what amendments or additions are needed
to these laws.

To secure publicity and the support of the voters
for such additions and amendments.

To determine how far existing organizations are cov-
ering the field in regard to social hygiene education.
To promote publicity in support of social hygiene
education carried on by duly qualified agencies.

To secure speakers on social hygiene education until
qualified agencies undertake this work.

To secure pledges from candidates for office as to
their support of social hygiene legislation and law en-
forcement.

To secure popular opposition to all measures aiming
at official tolerance of moral laxity, such as:—the
segregation of prostitution, and venereal disease
prophylaxis, or so-called “early treatment.”

Ta secure investigations of present recreational
facilities public and commercial, and their super-
vision; to give encouragement and co-operation to
organizations engaged in public recreational work.

To aid in the establishment of local and state re-
creational agencies, and the provision of increased,
trained supervision of public recreational facilities.

Soth the program of legislation and of other activities

outlined for the Socidl Hygiene Committee and the sug-
gestions for the work of the State Chairmen are here oi-
fered only tentatively. The whole subject will be con-
sidered and discussed by the State Representatives of

the Social Hygiene Committee at the Conference in New
York on October 17-24. After discussion a more permanent
program will be drawn up ready for presentation to the
National League of Women Voters at its next Annual
Convention.

The general chairman of the committee is: Dr. Valeria
H. Parker, 42 High St., Hartford, Conn.

The State chairmen already appointed are:
. Arkansas: Mrs. Jennie Erickson (Chief Probation
Officer), Little Rock, Ark.

California: Mrs. 1. B. Stearns, 2632 Monmouth Ave.,

Los Angeles, California.

Connecticut: Miss Emily H. Whitney, 227 Church
, New Haven, Conn.

Idaho: Dr. Emma Drake, Fayette, Idaho.

Illinois: Dr. Rachelle Yarros, 800 So. Halstead St
Chicago, Illinois.

Illinois : Mrs. Harold Ickes, Winnetka, Illinois.

Iowa: Dr. Margaret Mills, Ottumwa, Towa.

Kentucky: Mrs. M. H. de Rodee, 407 Trust Bldg.,
Lexington, Kentucky.,

. Maryland: Miss Margaret Borgden, Head of the So-
cial Service Department, _h_zim.-, ][upkins Hospital, Balti-
more, Maryland,

_ Massachusetts: Mrs. Evelyn Beverley Coe, 552 Little
Bldg., Boston, Mass.

Massachusetts: Miss Alice Stone Blackwell, 3 Mon-
adnock St., Dorchester, Mass.

Michigan: Dr. Blanche M. Haines, 119 Main St.,
Three Rivers, Michigan.

~ Minnesota: Dr. Mabel Simis Ulrich, 1718 Oliver St
So., Minneapolis, Minn,

_ %\-lississi}_epi: Mrs. Lily May Hardy, Gulfport,
Mississippi. d
 Nebraska: Dr. Je
Omaha, Nebraska,

ie Callfas, 903 Mercer Park Blvd,,

New Hampshire: Dr. Marion L. Bugbee, South St.,
Concord, New J.Id]l]}l‘\!EIIL

New York City: Mrs. Mary E. Paddon, 105 East
22nd St., New York City.

North Carolina: Mrs. Clarence A. Johnson, Raleigh,
North Carolina.

North Dakota: Mrs. J. A. Poppler, Grand Forks,
North Dakota.

Oregon: Miss A, Murphy, 2175 Hassalo St., Port-
land, Oregon.

Rhode Island: Dr. Elizabeth M. Gardiner, R. 307,
State House, Providence, R. 1. (Office of Division of
Child Welfare, State Board of Health).

South Dakota: Dr. Keutnewsky, Redfield, South
Dakota.

Vermont: Dr. Grace W. Sherwood, St. Albans,
Vermont.

Wisconsin: Dr. Ida L. Schell, 500 Goldsmith Bldg.

3
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Wyoming: Mrs. Emma Howell Knight, Dean of
Women, Wyoming State University, Laramie, Wyoming.




The League of Women Voters

Bulletin Published by
THE NATIONAL AMERICAN- WOMAN
SUFFRAGE ASSOCIATION
171 Madison Avenue, New York
MES. CAREIE CHAPMAN CATT, President

Chairman Teague of Women Voters - - - Mgs. (. H. BrooES
Beeretary - - - - . . . . Miss KATHERINE PIERCE

Our Purpose:

A country in which all voters speak English, read
their own ballots and honor the American flag.

Representing Oklahoma Ratification Committee:

Oklahoma: Dr. Leila Andrews, 405 Colcord Bldg,
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

Oklahoma: Dr. Ruth Gay, 303 Patterson Bldg.,
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

State Suffrage Organizations and State Leagues of

Women Voters that have not appointed chairman for So-
cial Hygiene are urged to do so immediately.

RECOMMENDED LITERATURE.

An incomplete list, the literature on the subject being
extensive. Additional lists can be procured from Public
Health Agencies, Social HI\,';H}-J.'.-' Associalions and Re-

creation Associations.
SOCTAL HYGIENE

D.

. Louise Creighton

March

Vinfield S. Hall, Ph. 1
.Maurice |,;:!_-‘_r_{-§||'-."'
PROSTITUTION.
Prostitution in Europe Abraham Flexner
Commercialized Prostitution in New York
George ]. Kneeland.
A New Conscience and an Ancient Evil Jane Addams
The Slavery of Prostitution............Maude E. Miner
Josephine Butler, An Autobiographical Memoir
G. W. and L. A. Johnson

Josephine Butler
DELINQUENCY AND FEEBLE-MINDEDNESS.

Feeble-Mindedness: Its Causes and Consequences.
Henry M. Goddard, Ph. D.

Mental Conflicts and Misconduct.
William Healy, A. B., 1

VENEREAL DISEASES.
Social Diseases and Marriage. .Prince A. Morrow, M. D.
Hygiene and Morality Lavinia A. Dock

Damaged Goods Brieux

RECREATION.
The Spirit of Youth and the City Streets..]Jane Addams

MISCELLANEOUS.
The Power of Womanhood Ellice Hopkins
LECTURES (suggested topics.)

Fundamentals of Sex Iiducatiou,

Physiology and Psychology of the Reproductive Forces,

Social Hygiene and Reconstruction.

Nature and Prevalence of Venere:

Need of State Care for Delinquent Women.

Life of Josephine Butler, Pioneer in Abolition of State
Regulation of Vice.

Prostitution and the Double Standard of Morals.

Venereal Prophylaxis as a Civilian Menace.

The Spirit of Youth—Receration as an Emotional Outlet.

Segregation of the Mentally Unfit.

Speakers may be secured through:—

Interdepartmental Board of Social Hygiene.

American Social Hygiene Association, 105 West 40th St.,
New York City.

Local Social Hygiene Societies.

U. S. Public Health Service, Washington, D. C.

Social Morality Committee, National Y. W. C. A, 600
Lexington Ave., New York City.

Mental Conflicts and Misconduct, . William Healy, A. B.,
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RECOMMENDATIONS COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS AND METHODS
e

By Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, Chsirman.

The Committee on Election Laws and Yethods recommends the
following plans: ‘

Q

That Efficiency in Government be made/ the chief depart-
ient of the National League of Women Vcters, and that
the special committee on Election L3ws and lMethods be

dropped.
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the National Board compile a
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General Platform of Social Hygiene Committee of the
National League of Women Voters
Adopted Chicago, Illinois, February 16, 1920

WHEREAS: The United States Government during the
World War, established a program of protection of moral and
physical health which recognized continence as the best possible
means of such protection.

Be It Resolved: That the members of the Social Hygiene
Committee of the National League of Women Voters desiring to
assist in the permanent establishment of a program of moral and
physical protection hereby declares itself to be in favor of the
following principles: —

A. That we urge the impartial administration of all laws
and regulations, since when they are enforced more vigorously
towards women than towards men, it seems to give governmental
sanction to the double standard, and also fails adequately to
protect the health of women, who constitute one-half of the
entire public.

B. That some form of law requiring physical and mental
fitness for marriage as a requisite for procuring marriage license
be recommended, form of such law to be recommended after
careful study by the Committee.

C. That uniform marriage and divorce laws should maintain
throughout the United States, the respective standards to be
recommended after careful study by the Committee.

D. That the Social Hygiene Committee of the National
League of Women Voters believes in the right of the individual
to knowledge of laws of physical, mental and racial health, and
stands ready to lend its support to public appropriations for
agencies qualified to disseminate such education.

E. That the Social Hygiene Committee of the National
League of Women Voters shall co-operate with all recognized
agencies established for the purpose of promoting the Social
Hygiene program by means of edueational, reactional, remedial
and legislative effort.

National Chairman of Social Hygiene Committee,

Dr. VALErRIA H. PARKER,
353 Church Street, Hartford, Connecticut.

Progtamme of Social Hygiene Legislation
of the National League of
Women Voters.

THE ABOLITION OF COMMERCIALIZED PROSTI-

TUTION.

(a) The abolition of all segregated or protected vice dis-
tricts and the elimination of houses used for vicious
purposes.

(b) Punishment of all frequenters of disorderly houses,
(ordinance or law should be passed if necessary defin-
ing ‘frequenters’) and penalization of the payment of
money for prostitution as well as its receipt, thus
equalizing the law against men and women engaged
in prostitution.

Heavy penalties for pimps, panderers, procurers and
go-betweens,

Prevention of solicitation in streets and public places
by men and women.

(e) Elimination of system of petty fines and establishment
of indeterminate sentences.

(f) Strict enforcement of laws against alcohol and drug
trades.

VENEREAL DISEASE CONTROL.

(a) Classification of venereal disease as communicable.

(b) A law providing for administrative machinery in local
and state boards of health to hold hearings and make
determinations concerning exposure to venereal disease
infection, as a basis for orders for examination, treat-
ment or quarantine of diseased persons. The author-
ities, however, should not be given power to insti-
tute periodic examinations of prostitutes.




(q)

(h)

(i)

Distribution of free therapeutic agents for venereal
disease, through state boards of health.

Public Laborateries for diagnosis.

Public clinics and hospitals for treatment of venereal
disease, with free treatment whenever necessary.

Physical and mental examination and treatment of all
persons committed as dependent or delinquent. No
person to be released from jail or other penal insti-
tution in an actively infectious condition.

Detention hospitals for men and women who refuse
to conform with regulations concerning treatment or
whose manner of life in the opinion of the health
officer, makes them a public danger.

Suppression of circulation of licentious literature,
picture, motion pictures, theatrical performances and
SONgs.

Penalization of advertising of a vicious character, or

€

advertising offering “sure cures” for venereal disease.
Protection against quacks, and sale of venereal disease
remedies by druggists without prescriptions of regular

physician.

DELINQUENTS, MINORS and DEFECTIVES:

(a)

(b)

(c)

Legal age of consent to be not less than 18 and laws to
include protection of boys under 18 as well as of girls.

A method of trying cases involving sex offenses in
chancery courts instead of in criminal courts is advo-
cated.

Provision for mental examination and diagnosis of all
children: registration of abnormal cases; education
suitable to their possibilities; supervision during and
after school age; custodial care for those unable to
adjust to a normal environment.

(d) Reformatory farms for delinquent men and women.

(e) Industrial farm schools for delinquent boys and girls:
(Those institutions to provide for the investigation
of case histories; mental and physical examinations ;
classification of cases; moral agencies for character
development; vocational training; indeterminate sen-
tences, with provisions for parole.) The institutions
should have trained officers.

Women on governing boards of all charitable and
penal institutions; women as probation and parole
officers; as state and local police; as protective offi-
cers; as court officials; as jurors; and as physicians in
institutions for women and children and on all State
and local Boards of Health.

The Committee recommends the establishment of local pro-
tective homes for girls in all larger cities, proper detention
quarters for women awaiting trial, and separate detention quar-
ters for juvenile offenders, as well as Travelers Aid Agents at
all large railroad stations and steamship embarkation points.

Federal Legislation Endorsed

Senate Bill 3259 — (Sheppard-Towner Bill).
Providing for the public protection of maternity and infancy.

Proposed Congressional Appropriation of
$2,500,000 for Interdepartmental Board of Social Hygiene and

$328,000 for Committee on Venereal Disease Control, U. S. Public

Health Service.
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March 30,1830.

Miss Margaret Wells,
3385 Groveland Avenue,
City.

My dear Miss Wells:-

After looking over the program of the
League of Women Voters and consulting with Miss Bedford
and one or two others, it occurred to me that by writing
a reply 1 should be forced to state more carefully and
with greater precision just what my reactions were.

As you have given me blanket instructicns
a8 t0 what you want, I am going to take the liberty of
commenting upon the program in two fashions; first, as it

appears to a disinterested outsider, if there is any such
person, and second, what I should feel it were practicable
at this time t© push and what it would be well to postpone.

Commenting on the first matter, it seems to
me the League of Women Voters will create an opposition for
itself if it emphasizes so strongly women's rights as con-
trasted with men's rights. In particular, why should women
try to secure through legislation a standard of pmy which
men have secured through organization? Would it not be
sounder economically for women to organize and through organ-
ization to secure the very best rate possible? Equal pay for
equal work is a shibboleth that has degenerated almost into
a superstition. Economically it would be hard to defend in the
interest of high wages and sociclogically, it would be hard to
defend in the interest of the family. But by compact industrial
organization which would aim to secure efficiency from its
members, it would be possible to secure a standard of wages at
least as just as men have secured by the same means.

In protective legislation also, 1 wonde
whether a saner promotion would not be along the line of
protective legislation for all workers rather than for women
alone. I believe on such a program the League of Woumen Voters
could draw their forces into the liberal element of the comm-
unity without oreating the unnecessary oprosition of those who
would resent a plea in behalf of women. I wonder whether the
stronger women themselves would not resent public favors quite
a8 much as men occasionally do. That, of course, is not necess-
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arily an argument against it but in the Iinterest of counserving
the resources of the League, it seems to me 1t might well be
taken into considergtion.

This does nct apply to the insistence which
I believe is legitimate; namely, that in boards of arbitraticn,
investigaticn and administration women should be repregented
when the interests of women are involved.

My other consideraticn in this first part is
that there is some suggested material here which seeus to me
in the nature of a sop to popularity. It may be that there is
a strong demand for extension of Mothers' Pensicns and of
Americanization programs or the physical examination of can-
didates for marriage licenses. They appear superfluous to me,
however, and in their very nature are s0 profuse and s0 much
looge thinking has been done about them that they endanger the
more sgerious and sincere part of the program.

As to the second part of my suggestion, it
seems to me I should push matters somewhat in the following
order:

1. Reform of lawe regarding the legal status of
women, particularly imdependent citizenship for married women,
and equal guardianship by both parents of their children.

AR
8. Next in orcer of importance would be the establish- ¢

_went of a just age of consent. That brings up the question of
[ federal juriadicticn of marriage and divorce administration.
\ In view of the difficulty experienced in the past twenty-
| five years in getting anything approaching uniformity between
|/ the states in laws relating to domestic relations I believe
\ this would be a peculiarly dangerous project for the National
| legislature to attempt. Such progress as Minnesota made recently
( and we hope will make in the near future, could very well be
\the object of effort of the League in its state's legislative
program, ut to try to transfer the authority from the state
to the nation in matters connected with marriage, divorce, il-
legitimacy, irheritance and similar domestic guestions, would
I believe pull down the general level of such legislaticn
nearer the lower standards than enable us t0 make any progress
\ within the immediate future.

- 3. My next group, I telieve, would be to get back

'of the Smith Towner Bill. I éonfess it sounds overwhelmingly
large and somewhat procfessiconal in the narrow sense, but

 after all it represents the best thought of our educators at the
present time. It is a liberal educaticnal program and it is
based upcen ascertained facts.

4. The practical thing I believe ahead of us in the
Food Supply and Demand Committee is the extension of knowledge
and experiments in Cooperative Associations and the enactment
of legislaticn making possible their organizaticn and develop-
ment.
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5. With rezard to the report of the Industry Department,
I am not so certain. In the first place I do not believe we ought
to have a constitutional amendment to prevent child labor or give
Congress power to establish minimum labor standards. I do believe
there ought to be a federal and state employment service with a
women's department and I think the League of Women Voters might
well grit fts teeth and settle down to a good fight on that
subject.

6. With regard to the International Conference it seems
to me the League might well agitate for our participation in such
conferences and not becloud the issue by insisting upon women
representation . There is no better way to divide one's friends
and unite one'e enemies than to join two such wholly separate
objects in one effort. If women are taking an important place
in industry, are well organized and have a body of experience
and are leaders, they will be represented.

7. I think Recommendation IV. of the Department of
Industry, ought to be accepted and worked for as a whole; that
is, the State Legislative program.

8. With regard to Colleetive Bargaining, I confess to
have mixed sentiments. There is no question about its justice.
I am merely wondering whether the League is strong enough just
now to back it. If the League centers its efforts on urging
organization of women workers I rather suspect it will have done
about all it can at the present moment to promote Collective
Bargaining.

9. I am rather surprised nothing is said in this report
regarding social insurance, with two exceptions, that of the
Mothers' Pensicns, which is inaccurately termed "iInsurance" and
provision for old age. A program that attempts t0 be thorough
going in ite effort to understand the causes which require adjust-
ment must sooner cr later accept the challenge of those promoting
:0cial insurance; that is, either adopt it as a means of recti-
fying inequalities or provide a megns by which the sufferings
now caused by inequalities of fortune, circumstance, or equipment
pay not rest cruehingly upon their victims.

10. On the matter of Social Hygiene my judgment would not
be worth much. Some of the recommendaticns are so obviocus as it
would be waste of time to promete unless it would be in some of
the southern states. Some of it aprears to be very good, such as
l.e, 11.d,e. and g, and Ill.c.amd d.

The League has certainly bit off a huge program
and the great danger which I know ycu will appreciate, is that
it will dissiprate the energies of the League and probably con-
golidate its enemies unless very skillfully guided.

Very sincerely yours,

‘Gerneral Secretary.
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Miss Marguerite M. Wells,
525 Groveland Avenue,
Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Dear Miss Wells:

Your letter of March twenty-third arrived while I was out of
the city and I have @nly recently been asble to give any atten-
tion to it. I have gone over the reports of the various com-
mittees, however, and I will tell you candidly what I think of
them. You l1nquire particularly what parts of them are es-
pecially appropriate to be pushed in this state at once and
what parts should not expediently be pushed at present.

In my opinion, the parts that can be pushed with most chances
of success during the present vyear are those regarding the
legal status of women., I do not believe you will fall foul
of any particular interests in pushing these and, with the
question naturally in the foreground owing to the national ac-
tion on suffrage, it should be possible to get considerable
done.

Hegarding the program for social hygiene legislation, I am
unable to make much comment as 1 have not studied this sub ject
very extensively. Mimnmesote has already done a good deal along
thls line and it is possible that a few additional measgures

could be passed at the next session.

In regard to women in industry, it would seem to me that con-
tinued pressure for a permanent federal division of this sort
could well be carried on. Miss Evans can tell you better than
I whether an hour law is necessary in this state since the
oupreme Court has upheld the action of the minimum wage com-
mission in fixing the hours to which the minimum wage applies.

In regard to the Americanization and educational program, 1t
would seem to me that the special attempt should be made to get
those laws enacted which will not call for additionsal federal
appropriation. The federal department of education bill is
also a good one and it would be worth passing even if it does
not carry as large an appropriation as has been recommended.
The principle would be established and adequate maintenance
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could be secured at a later date.

In general, 1 believe your organization would do well in the
coming year or two to be careful about committing itself too
strongly to programs which call for large expenditures of
public funds for the reason that an economic crisis is likely

to be precipitated if governmental expenditure is pushed much
higher. I think yvou should also approach with extreme care
propositions for extending the sphere of the federal government,
such as federal control of marriage and divorce. The best
students of political science feel that the function: of the
federal government should be kept practically within its present
Bcope, exoent thet 1t may properly undertake to standardize and
stimilate desirable activities in *Pe sfateo through subsidies
as has been done in the matter education. Even
here it is probable that it will be neceouary to go slow for
some years because of the reason just touched upon.

It 1s also desirable to keep clear of propositions looking
toward the nationalization o . or.: socialization of any brances
of industry. While they may be very desirable, they ar
fields in which there are great and justifiable differences of

3

opinion and the whole matter happens to be something on which
the public 1s very sensitive at present. I have in mind in
particular the recommendations of the committee on food supply
and de mﬂnd Tavorlng the establishment of public markets,
ebattoirs, milk depots and terminal facilities; also the en-
coum"gP“enL of cooperative associations.

I ¥now vou will not consider me ultra-conservative in my advice.
It 1s simply the fact that experience has taught me that one
mist keep expediency in mind when considering what legislation
to offer.

I shall be glad to talk over any of these recommendations with
you further at any time.

Sincerely yours,

Director.
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Myss Marguerite iM. Wells,
325 uroveland Avenue,

Minneapolis:

My dear Miss Wells:

I inclose the program on Uniformity of Laws
etc. Here I find that checking does not quite answer
my purpose, and I shall have to make some comments.

(1) This assumes continued administration of moth-
ers' pensions by a court. I do not concur, holding

the view that this method is inappropriate and cumber=

some ., An administrativ® group,carefully chosen, secems

to me much better. - Some states have this. = I think
a fixed minimum would be impractical and an unlimited
maximum extremely unwise,~ at least until we get to
the point of giving all outdoor relief through allow-
ances of this sort. I fancy f'ew are ready to go to
that length yet. ~ I should be afraid of extending
the bepefits of these lumws to "necessitous cases" be-
fond a specified age, until the general experiment is
older. = I think some "residence qualifications" are

and must be always required. I do not know what the

expression means here.




(2) I suppose this means what 1s c alled the "domestic
relations" court. I am inclined to favor it,~ (for some-
body else to conducts it is a judge-killer,)

(3) I suppose the ages 18 and 21 refer to competence
irrespective of consent of parents or guardians. The pres -
ent ages in Minnesota are 15 and 18. I should favor the
proposal if some way can be worked out to provide for ex~
ceptional cases, = I doubt the advisability of health
certificates in the present state of public opinion. The
experiment in Wisconsin was a farce. If it has been sucw—
cessful anywhere in this country I do not happen to know
1%, I am inclined to think an entering wedge such as was
proposed by the Minnesota Child Welfare Commission of 1916-
'17, would be better. Bill Ne. 5, Report,page 32. In such

delicate matters we must move slowly. =~ There could hardly

be federal legislation infegard to marriage and divorce

without a constitutional amendment, and I am slow to commit
myself to that. But at least practical uniformity of
state laws is most desirable. = I do not know what is
meant by "statutes prohibiting the evasion of marriage
laws ," =~ (One most important ma tter is not covered here.
The so-called "common law ma rriage" which is recognized
in Minnesota and some other states should be abolished.

(4) If what is meant bty "the unit vote of jurors
in civil cases"™ is the requirement of unanimity T am in

favor of it as we have it in Minnesotae. Here a verdict of




five~sixths may be returned after twelve hours' delibera—

tion has failed to secure unanimous & reement. Perhaps

this might be liberalized somewhat.

I can hardly think my notions as communicated
to you are of any special value; but you are at liberty

to use them as you suggeste.

Sincerely yours,
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DOWNER MULLEN,SECRETARY

Childrew's Marrenu

St

WIiLLIAM W. HODSON,

April 5, 192C.

Miss Marguerite M, Wells,

Vice President,

Minnesota League of Women Voters,
321-323 Meyers Arcads,
Minneapclis, Minn.

My dear Miss Wells:

I am enclosing herewith recommendations which
I have made to the Board of Contrel with refersnce
to child welfare matters which need legislative
at tention, It will be some time before the Board
can take final action in the matter, so I am sending
them on in advance as you request.

I heve not as yet made a careful study of the
various progrems which you submitted to me. On
looking over them hastily, it occurred to me that
some of the sugzestions are already incorporated in
our laws. Perhaps we can confer further on this
matter.

Very sincerely yours,

D0 0. ° S =
YV ol Mt oo TR

Director
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AGENCIES PARTICIPATING IN THE 1920 TOWN TEA-KETTLE FUND:

ANIMAL RESCUE LEAGUE
ANTI-TUBERCULOSIS COMMITTEE
ARMY AND NAVY CLUB
ASSOCIATED CHARITIES
ASSOCIATED JEWISH CHARITIES
AUGUSTANA MISSION COTTAGE
BETHANY HOME

BETHESDA SICK BENEFIT SOCIETY
BOY ScouTs

CAMP FIRE GIRLS

*CATHOLIC INFANT HOME

CHILD WELFARE COMMITTEE OF THE PARENTS AND
TEACHERS COUNCIL

CHILDREN'S GOSPEL MISSION
*CHILDREN’S HOME SOCIETY OF MINNESOTA
CHILDREN’S PROTECTIVE SOCIETY

CITIZENS’ COMMITTEE ON READJUSTMENT
COUNCIL OF SOCIAL AGENCIES

CONCORDIA SOCIETY
*EBENEZER HOME
*ELIM OLD PEOPLE'S HOME

GIRL SCouTs

INFANT WELFARE SOCIETY

INTERNATIONAL SUNSHINE SOCIETY. OUTING WORK
JONES HARRISON HOME

LEAGUE OF CATHOLIC WOMEN, CLUB ROOMS
*LUTHERAN INNER MISSION SOCIETY
*LYNGBELOMSTEN SOCIETY

MARGARET BARRY HOUSE

MATERNITY HOSPITAL

MINNEAPOLIS COUNCIL OF AMERICANIZATION
NORTH EAST NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE
*NORWEGIAN LUTHERAN RESCUE HOME

*Minneapolis proportion only.

PILLSBURY SETTLEMENT HOUSE
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SALVATION ARMY RELIEF DEPARMENT
*SALVATION ARMY RESCUE HOME
*SCANDINAVIAN HOME OF SHELTER

SETON GUILD
*SHELTERING ARMS

SOCIETY FOR THE BLIND

SOCIETY FOR THE FRIENDLESS

SOUTH TOWN CHILDREN’S CLINIC

TALMUD TORAH SOCIAL SERVICE DEPT.
*TWIN CITY LINNEA SOCIETY

UNION CITY MISSION SOCIAL SERVICE DEPT.
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WORKING BOYS’' BAND ASSOCIATION

Y. M. C. A., LocaL

*Y. M. C. A., STATE

Y.W.C. A, LocaL

*Y. W. C. A,, NORTH CENTRAL FIELD COM.
Y. W. C. A, UNIVERSITY BRANCH
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ARMENIAN AND SYRIAN RELIEF
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Director.




Logislative Program for State Food Commitices ‘0f the

League of V/omen Voters.

1. Support of the principles and purposes of the Kendrick-Kcenyon-

Anderson bills now before Congress to regulate the meat-packing industry,

including Government regulation, the separation of the packers fro
control of the stock-yards; making refrigerator
cars part of the common carrier transportation system of the country, and
assuring properly regulatod live stock and other food markets open slike to
producers and COnsumers.
Investigation and reports on state laws to prevent
wasto of food products, and to encourage cooperative

and public markets.

JTote: Among constructive suggostions for state legislation is the
recommendation of state trade commissions, authorized to prevent unfair
trade practices and competition within states, and empowered to supplement
the work of the Federal Trade Commission.

In many states the law under which the cooperative associations
must incorporate is bad. Ve wish to know in what states cooperative asso-

-

ciations are encouraged and where unfavorable legislation exists.)




FRORAM FR
ne Minnesota League of Women Votsars
321 Meyer's Arcade, Minneapolis,

On recommendation of the Legislative Council ané the Executive Boar<, these
Preposad measures have been Submitted to the Minnesota League of Vomen Votors in
Convention assembled to be prescontd to the 1921 session of the State Legislature

and to receive the active Support of the members of the League.

Recommendations of ths Women in Indagtry Comittec -

le Increase in the appropriation for the Miniram wage Cormission from the very
inadoguato sum of $10,000 for g two~yeir period to §$25,000 for the sarc period,

2« Increass or readjustment of tho apiropriation for the State Labor Department so
as to give a more adequate budget to tks Burcaua of Woren and Children, basing the
arount on tho principle of equal pay ro equal vork for the vomon inspectors as
compared with the men and provicing for the addition of at least one woman inspector.
3. Ameniment of tho laws regulating th: aours of labor so as to provide for an
olght-hour day, a 48-hour week and onec say's rest in seven for women omployed
outside the home.

Recommendations of the Committee on Ameorican Citizenship =

l. Enactment of bills contained in the report of tho Statc Board of Ecucation on
the revision of state ald,( sabstantially as printec, )

2. Amerdment to the existing School laws inecreasing the minimum school term to
eight months, & ~= Afee L /3”2/”“ Y Ol dantnlld,) qh, cuitiocte oo ,4A35:‘
J« Enactment of a bill for compulsory school attendance. de 2., = 2.

= &

W e &
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Recommendation of the Cormittee on Uniform Laws Concerning Women.

L. Amendment of the law relating to qualifications of Jurors so that women will be
eligible for jury sorvice.

Recommendations of the Committee on Child Welfare.

l. (a) Increase in the maximum allowed uncer the present county allowance or Mothers
Pension laws.

(b) Appropriation as alreacy proviced for by law for state aiid to counties accept
ing the supervision of the Board 0f Control in the administration of the Mothers'
Pension law,

%« Enactment of a bill for the regulation of strect traues to prevent the employ-
ment of c¢hildren, ) € \

Nembers of The Legislative Council
Mrse. Ancreas Ueland, chairman
Miss IMarguerite Wells, Presiuent of the League of Women Voters, ex-officio.
Chairmen of Standing Committecs of the League of VWomen Voters, as follows:
Mrs. Gerhard Districhson Women in Incustry
Mrs. Bugene Dicudonne Child Welfare
Miss Florence Yonahan Uniform Laws Concerning Women
Miss Elizabeth Hall American Citizenship
Dr. YMabel Ulrich Social Hygiene & Public Health
Miss Alta Hanson Research

Official representatives of Other organizations having legislative commi ttees, as
follows:
Catholic Vomen's League Mrs. Daniel Coonan
Minnesota Federation of Women's Clubs VMrs. Johm M. Guise
College Women's Club Mrss Albert Scriver
Federation of Fraternal Vomen Mrs, Wm. S. Kindle
Hennepin County Nurses Assn. ¥rs. Thomas S. Roberts
Jewish Women's Council Irs. Hemry Weiskopf
Mpls. Committes National Vomen's Trade
Union League Irs. Joan Dorr O'Brien
State Board of Tducation Ir. James M. McConnell
L 5 2 Mrs. Chas. LaDu
Woman's Cluh of Minneapolis Mrs. F. L. Pridley
Women's Co-operative Alliance Mrs. Virginia B. Blythe

rd

Minnesota Committees on Social Legislation ¥r. P. J« Brano




Miss Hope McDonald,

Chairman Americanization Committee,
Woman's Community Council,

1264 McKnight Bldg. ¥inneapolis, M¥inn.

Dear Miss MeDonasld:

1. Replying to your letter of the 11th inst.,
that Section 3 of the =¢t of Congress of March
ag follows:

"That any Americ-n woman who marries
shall take the nationality of her husband. At the
termination of the marital relation, Jhe may resume
her Americen ciftizenshir, 1f abros d by registering
ag an Americen citizen within one yenr, ”ith a CUNH”1
of the United States, or by returning to in
the United States, or if residing in the
States at the termination of the marital
by contimuing to reside therein.®

@« You will therefore observe that if an America orn woman
loges her citizenship by marrying a foreigner, =nd when the
merital relation thereto terminates, she ie rrsiﬁing in the
United States, she automatienlly resumes her Amerigan citizen-
ship, without any action being tzken by a court.

Yours very sincerely,
Roberts 8. Coleman

RSC*EK Chief Naturalization Ex

Extracts from letter writtem May 8, 1920.

7. Under the heading, "WOMEN AKND CITIZENSHIP®, I am inclined
to feel that too little information is given. If you hmve
sugficient space therefore, I would suggest that you sia
that any female child born in the United States t} iereby Lw
comes & citizen of ule United Btates, ihe same as a male
echild; that if any foreign-born won en becomes the wife of a
¢itizen of the Uni to? States, she thereby becomes a citizen;
that if an American female citizen marries an alien, she
thereby loses her Americsn citizenship and tskes the
naticnality of her husband, but on the termination of the
marital relation, she resumes her Awerican citizenship, if
ehe resides in this country; that asn unmarried woman who
whe is an alien must, in order to procure citizenmehip, take
oult citizenship papers in her own name, and in the same way
ale applicant for citizenship.

it is wise 0 make = atatement in the booklet
woman, husband is avrlying for citizen-
10t go to oo While that is strictly true
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under the law as it now stands, I do not think it should be
emrhagized, because in all probability the law and the rules
¢f the court will be so changed in the near future, as 10
rrovide otherwise. I mny state here for your information that
there are st present a number of vending bills in Congress
relating toc certain amendments of the naturalization law, and
some of these bills deal varticularly with the status of
«women in this connection. It is gquite roseible that =t the
resent eession of Congress the law will be so changed =8
to reveal the present provision whereby an American woran
loses her citizenship by mwerrying an alien, and by also pro-
viding that the naturalization of a male alien does not
necesegarily confer citizZenship on his wife.

8. I feel ¥aifly confident that either at this session of
Congress or the next session, that there will be such a change
in the naturalization law as to make it necessary for a woman
to demonsirate her preparedness therefor, before being mad
a citizen, :ither through avplieation for citizenship in her
own name, or through becoming a citizen by the maturalization
of her huesband. In other words, I am inclined tc feel that
befere long the law will reguire edueaticnal Titness Tor ad-
mission to citizenship on the nart of women se well se men,
regardless as to wheither they are married or not. The good
reason for thie will, of course be obvious to you, in view
of the conferring of the right to vote onwwomen. In fact,
it would not surprise me if within the next yesr or so Con-
@rese should so change the law as to make every woman stand on
ge
her rarital statue. When lien is sdmitied to ¢itizenship,
his or her children who are under twenty-one yesars of ge, and
who are residing in this country, become citizens of the United
States by virtue of the n - rent's citizenshin. If such minor
children sre not residing in this country at the time of ad-
migsion to citizenship of the parent, if they thereafter come
to this country and take up residence here before they are
twenty-one years of =2ge, citisenship, by virtue of the parent's
citizenship, attaches to them at the time they take up residence
here.

her own individual footing ss to citiwemally, regardless as to
I

10. There is also & proposed change of the law rending in
Congress, requiring that children who thus become citizens
of this country through the naturalization of their parent,
#will, in order %o retuin such citizemship, be required on
ataining their msajority, to take an osth of =21legisnce to
ihe United States.

1%, In comclusion I deeire to c¢all your particular attention

to the fact thsat under the law zs it row standa, if the alien
arrived in this country after the passage of the act of Congress
of June 28th, 1806, it ia necessary, under the terms of. thet
act, that before he agtually files his petition for second paper
in the office of the clerk of the court, that he must rrocure
from the Bureau of Naturalization at Washington, = certificate
of hie arrival in this country, and said certificate mnust be

in the hands of the olerk of the court and attached to =nd made
a part of the vetition for second@ paper on the day said retition
is filed.




14. This avplication to our Bureau for certificate of arrival
in this country, is made out by the alien or some one in his
behalf, op a form that the Govermnment furnishes to swery clerk
of court for use in this connection. Therefore, under the law
ags it now stands, if the alien arrived in this couniry after
June 29, 1906, and if he is about to file hie petitdon for
t
$

&
£

gsec. nd raper, the first thing for him to do is to go to the
office of the clerk of court =nd state his wishes, and the
clerk will furnish him with one of these forms to be made out
by him, which form is then sent to the Commissiomer of
Naturalization in Washington. Then the alien waits untlil

he receives 2 notice from the Government that the certifi
of his a rival hae been sent to the clerk of court; Then
should teske his witnesses and hie first vaper to the of

of the clerk of court and prooceed to file his petition for
gecond payper.

15. These certificates of arrival sre vrreocured by our Buresu
from the Immigration records a2t the port of entry where the
came into this country, =»nd in the avrrlication for certific
of arrival, the alien gives the information relative to hls
arrival in this country on which to base the search of the
immigration for record thereof.

Robert S. Coleman

Chairman Nsturalization Examiner
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BATIONAL LEAGUE OF UOMEN VOTER

918 Munsey Building, Washizgion, Ds Ce
July 30, 1920.

CONFIDENTIAL = CHILD VELFARE COILIITTER

Ny dear Chairman:

This is the first of a series of confidential letters relating to
nationzal legislation which will be sent from this office. I will mail 2 copy of
each letter to the State Chairmen as well as to the Chairmen of the cormittee under
consideration. The Jettera are forwarded in the hope that both state and committee
chairmen will distributs the information contained therein between now and the
opening of Congress next Dccember, among those who later on can be c¢alled upon for
important and intelligent assistance.

First, let me say that we can only serd out a limited number of
copies of bills, as only a small number are printed in excess of those needed for
Congress. But, where practicable, We shall have bills summarized or mimeographed
and copies available for distribution. In the case of short bills, the entire bill
can be minmeographed, such as for instance, the Sheppard~Towner Bill, a2 copy of which
is enclosed.

Sheppard=~Towner laternity and Infancy Bill

Enclosed is 2 copy of 2 recent letter sent by Mrs. Park to the
State Chairmen giving information about the maternity bill, the first item on the
program of national legislation for the Child Welfare Committeec. A copy of the
bill is enclosed and more copies can be secured by writing to this office. Hearings
verc held before the Senate Committee on Public Health and National Quarantine,
May 12th. The Sheppard Bill was favorably reported by the Committee and is now on
tho Senate Calendar, Becausc of the agreement in the House that no further bills
which would involve the cxpenditure of more money were to be taken up before June
5th, House hearings were postponed until auntumn. Meanwhile the summer wave of in-
fant mortality has started ard babies and mothers all over the country are dying
because the simplest knowledge and aid for their care is not at hand. As lrs.
Florence Kelley, General Secretary of the National Consumers! League, said at the
Senate Hearing, "VUhy does Congress wish these mothers and children to die?"

A Bill for Phisiczal Education

While the Leegue endorsed the principles of physical education,
when hearings were held on the Capper~Fess Bill now before two committecs of Conm
gress, lirs. laud Vood Park appeared and spoke in opposition to Sections 9 and 10,
for two reasons:

"First, because they imply a duplication in the govermment service, and
we think all duplications of board and division and bureau work are
undesirable; and,

Secondly, because the particular duplication that those two scections would
create in the Federal work of the Govermment is a duplication which
would seriously handicap the children's bureau, and the women of
this country fecl that the childrent's bureau has been the mogt of=
fective agendy ever created by the Government for the welfare of
children.™

The scotions referred to by Mrs. Park are as followss

Sece 9, That there is hereby established in the Bureau of Public Hcalth
Division of Child Hygienc to be under the charge of a cormissioned office
or of the United States Public Health Scrvice, detailed by the Surgeon
Genoral of the Public Health Scrvice, which officer, while thus serving,
shall be an Assistant Surgeon General of the Public Health Scrvice, sub=
ject to the provisions of law applicable to assistant surgcons general
in charge of administrative divisions in the District of Columbia of the
Bureau of the Public Health Sexvice. There shall be in such divisions
such assistants, clerks, and other employees as may be necessary for the
performance of its duties and as may be provided for by law,

Secs 10+ That the functions of the Division of Child Hygicne of the Bureau
of the Public Hcalth Service shall be to study and investigate the
problems of child hygiene, to cooperate with State boards of health in
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medical research, field studies, and practical administrative demonstrations re=
lating to the health of infants and children and child bgaring, and to cooperate
with the Buresau of Education, the Children's Bureau and other recognized agencies
dealing with matters related to the health conservation of children and mothers.

There is undoubtedly 2 well 1laid plan to cripple the Children's Bureau either
by merging it with the Public Health Service, or by giving the Public Health Ser=
vice funds for Child Welfare which should go to the Children's Buresu. A vain
effort was made to secure by direet action of Congress what is attempted in a side~
wise fashion by the sections given above. Also there is a further proposal that
the Public Health Service should have charge of the maternity and infancy work upon
the passage of the Sheppard=Tovmer Bill. The following candid statement of the '
Public Health Service shows the plan which is being attempted:

Hearing before Subconmittee of House Committee on Appropriations
sundry Civil Appropriation Bill.

(The child welfare work of the Children's Bureau is under discussion.)

Cong. Byrns of Temnne: Is not the Public Health Service better equipped to take care
of work of that kind that the Children's Buregu?

Schereschewsky, Ass't Surgeon General of Pnbllc Health Service: Ycs, sir: 1
think so.
Chairman (Conge. Good of Iowa): Then, you would abolish the Children's Bureaun?

Schereschewsky: 1In, sir.
Chairman: What would you do with it?
« Schereschewsky: I might consalidate wlth them.

The Children's Bureau was directed by law "to investigate and report upon

a2ll matters pertaining to the welfare of children and child life among all classes
of our people.”" This is sweeping and vnmmistakable authority given by Congress and
the Children's Bureau has iltarorctpd it so as to cooperate in the fields of ed=
ucation, public health, industry, and social welfare. It is to the interest of
women that this work should be confinued by women and that the Children's Bureau
should not be merged with education, as has been roquested,or maimed by the Public
Health Service as is now being attempted. That there should be some organized co=
ordination between the different burcaus has been proven. It is not kmown when

the time will core to urge action on this, but for the immediate future our program
will be to continme to support the Children'!s Bureau as outlined in Chicago. There=
fore, it is well to have in mind the whole situation so as not to be mislaid by
such proposals as those containecd in Sections 9 and 10 of the Physical Education
Bill.

Adequate Appropriation for the Children's Bureau.

Because of the situation described above, the matter of appropriation for the
Children's Bureat should receive the special attention of the National League of
Vomen Voters. Last year, the Bureau asked for $472,220, feeling that this was the
most conservative possible estimate in view of the increasing demand for "investi=-
gations of various types, surveys, ciiildren's health conferences and other demon=
strations, - 2ll work of a constructive character and in tihe lLighest degree impor=
tant," as is sfated in the annuval zeport for 1919. The apporopriation asked for
contemplated no new line of investigation and should rather have been augmented
to develop new lines of work, but instead the appropriation granted was only §271,
040, 2s against the $472,220 which was rceguested. With the incrcased interest in
the Bureau's work which the mew women voters will bring, any such inadegquate ap=-
propriation can be viewed only with alarm by women voters. Onc of our tasks for
the coming winter is to make Congress aware that the women of the country want the
Children's Bureau to be properly financed.
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The Chairman of the House Appropriations Committec is Cong. James W. Good of
Iowa; The other mombers of the Cormittec are: Davis, of Minn., Vare of Penn.,
pannon of Ill., Slemp of Va., Wood of Ird., Crampton of iich., Wason of N. H.,
llagee of New York, Tinkhom of lfass., French of Idaho., Shreve of Pa., Ogden of Ken.,
Byrne of Temn., Sisson of iliss., lcAndrews of I1l., Evans of liont., Eagan of N. J.,
?uchanan of Texas, Gallivan of Iass., and Byrnes of S. C. All appropriations orig-
inate on the House side, so that while the Scnato Appropriations Committee will be
approached later on, it is important to commmicate with the House members firste

Curtis~Gard Child Labor Bill for the District of Columbia.

That the District of Columbia, the Capitol of the Nation, should be kept
abreast of the states in the protection of children, is not debatable. In a2ddition,
legislation for the District gains prestige in that it is passed by the National
Congress and signed by the President. Enclosed is 2 leaflet containing a brief
survey of the present child labor law in the District, and a summory of the Curtise
Gard bill which was drawn by Mliss Pauline Goldmark, a recognized authority on child
labor legislation. The bill is now beforc the Seonate and Housc District Committcese.
Senator‘ﬁqfsey Jones of the state of Washington is Chairman of the Scnatc Sub=come—
mittee having the bill in charge, and Cong. Stuart F. Reed of Vest Virginiz is
Chairman of the Sub=Committce of the House to vhich the bill has becen referred. In
as much as both political parties have given ungualificd endorsement to the princi-
ple of child labor legislation, there should not be serious opposition to the Curtis-
Gard Bill, but it is uphill work to intcrest Congress in legislation for the District,
The attention of Scnators and Congressmen to this bill should be called while Cong-
ress is not in session for this will save much of the legislative work which would
have to be done when Congréss convenes. Illore copies of the leaflet can be secured
at a reasonable cost from the office of the National Consumers' League, 44 East 23rd
street, New York City.

A letter from the acting chairman of the Child Welfare Committee, IMrs. I2Rue
Brown, will be sent out very soon to the State Child Welfare Chairmen, with a copy
to the State Chairmen, giving more material on the Sheppard=-Towner bill, and sugges-
tions as to publicity and educational work which can be done in the several states
before Congress reasscmbles.

If you desire further information relating to the legislative program on
child welfare, I trust you will not hcsitate to write me. I hope you are having a
splendid rest during the swmer months so as to be ready for the inspiring, but dif-
ficult work which is ahead of the League this wintere.

Faithfully yours,

Legislative Secretary.

3 encls.




NATIONAL LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS.

918 Munsey Building, Washington, D. C.
Avgust 17, 1920,

CONFIDENTIAL ~ COMMITTEE ON FOOD SUPPLY AND DEMAIND

My dear Chairmans

This is the second confidential letter relating to national
legislation which has been sent from this office. Letters are to be sent for each
committee which has endorsed bills before the national congress in order that chair=
men may acquaint important people in their states with the facts contained therein
and so be ready for the right kind of assistance when Congress meets in December.

A copy of each letter will go to the State Chairmgn for their information and add-
itional copies can be obtained from this office.

First, let me say that we can only send out a limited number of
copies of bills, as a very small number are printed in excess of those noeded for
Congress. Where practicable, we shall have bills summarized or mimeographed and
copies available for distribution, In the case of short bills, this can be done,

but because of our limited finances and restricted office assistance, it is almost
impossible to mimeograph long bills,

Because of the importance of legislation relating to the meat
packing industry and knowing your desire to be well informed, we have made a special
ef'fort to have the Gronna Bill (combined Kenyon-Kendrick Bills) sent you, and add-

i tional copies can be secured from this office.

Since the resolution which led to the creation of the Committee
on Food Supnly avd Demand had to do with the Federal Trade Commission, this letter’
will take up $he Food Committee program relating to the meat packing industry from
two angles,

1. That having to do with legislation.
2» That having to do with the Federal Trade Commission.

Legisiation Relating to the Meat Packing Industry.

The Kenyon~Kendrick bills endorsed by tho League in February,
were merged during the last Congress into the Gromnma Bill, a copy of which i& in~
closed, and this bill was made the unfinished business before the Senate when that
body adjourned last June. Scenators Kenyon and Kendrick together with other Scnators
lead 2 detormined fight to have the Gronna Bill enacted into law before adjournment,
but there was powerful resistance to this and undoubtedly much is hoped for by the
packers because of the delay caused by the adjournment. The Bill calls for tho
creation of a live Stock Commission of three members who shall make rules and regu-
lations governing the live stock industry. The Commission is given the same powers
for investigation as those now held by the Federal Trade Commission and would take
over the Bureau of larkets of the Department of Agriculture. Those engaged in the
buying and selling of live stock are enjoined from making combinations, agreements,
or conspiracies in restraigg of trade and the Commission is empowered to enforce
rulings, subpoena witness/and inspect books. The packers aengaged in interstate
commerce are required to dispose of their interest in stockyards within two years
of the passage of the bill and there are provisions for penalties in casé of vig=
lations, The final section has to do with encouragement by the Department of Agri~
culture of the establishment of local markets, abattoirs and sIerygt yhxe-houses,
1t is a permissive featurc and depends upon the initiative

of local communities
for its fulfillment. _

Many of those who have studied most thoroughly the need for .
legislation on the sukject of the production and distribution of food, agree that
in the final section of the Gronna Bill is the germ of the idea which will evente
wally be the solution of the whole question: Governmental regulation is palliative
for it does not alter the fundamental conditions which have produced the trouble.
Whether the solution is to be thru city and state owned facilitioes or whether the
cooperative movement, which is rapidly becoming such a factor in Europe and is
being extended in this country, will furnish the way out, remains to be seen.
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Meanwhile, if the League of Women Voters uses its broad political influence to help
to bring about regulative legislation on the part of Congress, those who travel on
the "Highway of Lifle may have froc access to the "River of Commerce" and the way
Wwill be open for whatever solution scems the best to develop itself.

The Anderson Bill, which corresponds to the Konyon 5ill on the Senate side
was beforc the House Agriculture committee from June 23, 1919 to Juno 3, 1920¢
During that time there were almost continuous hearings when packers and those who
-Wero in favor of some kind of legislation were hoard. The hearings were daily at=
tended by the packers® high salaried and expert attorneys and publicity agents, but
lMirss Costigan and I were about the only persons present who directly represented the
interests of the consumers. It is safe to say that those Congressmen who were hon
estly attempting to solve this gquestion keenly appreciatod our interest and support.

On June 3rd. Cong. Anderson introduced into Congress a re-drafted bill,
which the Agriculture Committee refused to report out before-adjournment. The fol=
lowing six members dissented against the decision of the Committee: and were in
favor of reporting the bill out: Cong. Haugen of Iowa, Anderson of ilinn,, Tincher
of Kansas, Voight of Wisc., licLaughlin of Neb. and Rubey of Illisscuri.

Since the new Anderson Bill will probably be the basis of logislation on the
House side, a surmary is given below. All legislation which is passed by the Senate
and House in differing forms is harmonized by a Conferonce Committoc made up of
ranking members from each side of Congress from the Cormittec having the bill in
charge. Conference Committees have been kmown to change the cntire purpose and
intent of legislation thru compromise, and the evil of this kind of legislation has
grown rapidly during the last few years. In the case of the packar legislation,
the altered form of the bills has been inevitable because of the complex questions
involved,

The mew Anderson Bill is more satisfactory to many becausc it does not take
away the powers of the Federal Trade Commission in the meat packing industry, as
does the Gronna Bill, but gives the Federal Trade Commission Jurisdiction over the
industry and so avoids creating a now commission. Thore are geven clauses in the
bill which define unlawful practices and court procedure and penalties follow, Unw
like any previous bills, the new Anderson Bill does not require the separation of
the stock yards from the packers. Instead it provides for strict regulation by the
Interstate Cormerce Commission which is given powers to publish rates and charges.
The Commission can, upon complaint, change rules which fix rates, and make rules and
regulations for scrvices. Ponalties are provided in case of violations. Ifany have
maintained that the handling of the stock yards hings upon the handling of the trans=
portation problem since stock yards are terminal facilities of railroads comparable
to freight depots, If this contention is correct, the new Anderson Bill may be a
step in the right direction.

While the feature of the new Anderson Bill which gives the jurisdiction of
the packing industry to the Federal Trade Commission is more s&tisfactory, it was
a disappointment that the voluntary marketingf€estuve was omitted, This section of
the bill was bitterly opposed by the packerss They contend that legislation DL O~
viding for marketing under registration may be the forerunmer of an all inclusive
fedoral licensing system. The original Ke¢nyonwAnderson Bill had a licensing prom
vision as the means for bringing about government regulation with the provision that
a license could be taken awvay if a firm or corporation did not obey the rules and
regulations, It was urged that this was too much power to give to a governmental
body.

To conclude. The combined Kenyon-Kcndrick Bills arc now before the Senato
in what is known as the Gronnz Bill and will be taken up when Congross convones
in December or in case therc should be a2 special sessione The Anderson Bill { tho
same as the Kenyon Bill on the Senate side) aftor being beforo the Housc Agriculture
Committee for nearly a year has boen re-drafted into a new bill which is surmarized
above and which is still before the Housc Agriculture Committec., The Fational
Leaguc of Vomen Voters ondorsed tho "principles and purposes of the Kenjyon~Kendricke
Anderson Bills" (this means the original bills) therefore our purpose will be go
urge- the prompt enactment by Congress of packer lcgislation as nearly along the lines
of the original bills as possible.

The U. S. Federal Trade Commisgion.

At the annual convention of the League in St. Louis in 1919, tho following
resolution was adopted; “Resolved: That the League of Vomen Voters support the
Federal Trade Commission in its efforts to secure remedial legislation in the neat
packing industry."
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AS 2 result of the report made by the U. S. Federal Trade Commission on the
meat packing industry, the food committoc of the League was formeds The League,
therefore, has every reason to be intcrested in that govermmental agency which has
served every housewife in the country by presenting with fearlessness the facts
bearing on this vital industry, Without such facts, it would be difficult to find
remedies for the conditions vwhich were revealed. In fact, the need for continuous
and consecutive facts is an additional argument for further legislation., But by
thus serving the public in a way that overy Commission should serve those for whom
it was created, the Fedoral Trade Commission has made some powerful enemics who
seem bent upon either hedging it about with court injunction or upon changing the
organic law by which it was created. What will happen when Mr. William Be Colver,
one of the commissioners is re-appointed in Scptember, rem2ins to be seens

The pronouncements of the two leading political parties in their platform
planks is worth study in conneotion with the future of the Commission, They are as
follows ¢

Republican Party - Regulation of Industry and Commerce.

"We approve in general the existing Federal legislation against monopoly and
combinations in restreint of trade, but since the known certainty of a law is the
safety of all, we advocate such umendmunt as will provide American business men
with better means of determining in advence whether a proposed combination is or 1is
not, unlawful, The Federal Trade Commission, under a Demoeratic administration, has
not accomplished the purpose for which it was created. This Commission prOpbrly
cEgantgediand-itardusies effieiontly administered should afford protection to the
public and legitimate business interests. There should be no persecution of honest
business, but to the extont that circumstances warrant we pledge oursclves to
strengthen the law against unfair practices.”

Dorocratic Party = The Trade Commission

“The Democratic party heartily ondorses the creation and work of the Federal
Trade Commission in establishing a fair field for competitive business, free from
rostraints of trade and monopoly and recormonds amplification of the statutes gov=
erning its activities/ﬁsoto grant it authority to provent the unfair use of patonts
in restraint of trade.™

In creating the Federal Trade Commission, Congress summed up the ideals of
American business in the following words: "Unfalr methods of competition in com=
merce are hercby declared unlawful,”" This Commission is empowered by Congress to
deoide what constitutes '"unfair methods of competition" and in doing this it follows
carefully the procedure laid down by Congress. It recognizes that keen competition
is the breath of business, but it knows that there must not be trickery or chicane
or that there must not be a2 rule of might as opposed to right, Our experiences at
the hards of the profiteers during and since the war indicates that there is need
of 2 new standardization of business methods where the motive of service beoomes €
equally important with the motice of profits.

What happened to the Interstate Commerce Commission is now beginning to
happen to the Federal Trade Commissions The Interstate Cowmerce Comuission was
ereated in 1889 but found its organic law inadequate to bring about a real reasons=
ablunLSS of rates until after nearly 20 years vhen the Hepburn amendment was passeds
In the case of the Federal Trade Commission the Commission has already found its ors
ganic powers inadeguate and reocmmendaticns to the Judiciary Cocrmittese of the House
have been made pointing out specific things that need to be addsd to the law in order
to enzable the Commission to fulfill the purpose for which it was oreated. In add=
jtion, the coal and steel interests have attacked the Commission, claiming that Cons
gress has no authority to grant it such powers as it has, This is in connection
with reports required by t;u Commission on the cost of production of coal and steels
Ever since the beginning of Roosevelt's time in the early ninetecn hundreds, pub=
1ioity as to corporation 3ffairs has been held out by the representatives of the cor=
porations themselves as a better protection to the Amorican public than laws against
monopolies, regulations, etcs Now when nearly after 20 years, the Federal Trade
commission has actually put into cperation a system of current monthly publicity
on prices, costs, and profits in the basic industries of coal and steel, with the
plan te oxtend the work to the lumber, cotton, meat and other basic industrios.d ’
hal® has been recently called by Justice Bailey of the District of Columbia Suprome
Court and the Commission has been told that to secure this information is un constim=
tutionals
This section of the letter cannot be closed without a word about the
consent Decreec between the Department of Justice and the Packers. Mrs. Edward Pe
Costigan, Chairman of tho Food Committee in her Bulletin of February, pointed out
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certain substantial defects in the Consent Decrec entered into between the U. S.
Department of Justice and the Packers, in December, 1919, This week, lMrs. Costigan,
Mrss Boyd and the Legislétive Secretary called on the Department of Justice to as-
certain what results, if any, had accrued from the apparent surrender of the packers
to the govermment. They found that whereas the decree stipulates that the packers
are to have 90 days in vwhich to bring to the Department of Justice 2 plan of pro-
cedure for the disposal of the stock yards, this period has been extended 60 days,
and a2 request for a further extension is now in, but may not be granteds The Com~
mittee was told that there had becn no immediate drop in prices because of the de~
cree, but that ultimately after an extended period of years, there might be such a
drops It ds conceded as was prcphesied by your Chairmen when the decree was entered,
that Ythere is not sufficient facility for enforcemont and the committee is agreed
that the food program of thé League should not be in any way altered because of the
consent deoree, but that legislation enforced through exccutive supervision iz
is sounder and more permanent than govermment by injunction

Meoanwhile the contention of the Federal Trade Commission that the big
packers are rapidly absorbing tho little ones would seem to be verified by the fact
that Thomas B. Wilson & Cos. this summer purchased D. B. Martin & Cos, an independent
packing concern of Philadelphia, The Department of Justice representative pointed
out that the consent decree had no jurisdiction n¢r was there at present any legis-
lation to prevent this constant and growing absorption. This is another argument
why scme form of Federal supervision is necessary.

Increcased Federal Support for Vocational Training in Home Economios.

-The Food Cormittee has added to its program support of the Kenyon~Fess Bill

to amend the Vocational Education Act sg as to make more adequate provision for
vocational training in home economics, a copy of which 1is enclosed. This bill was
endorsed among the general resolutions by the League and was presented with the
platform planks to the political conventionss As you will see, it appropriates
half a million dollars yearly for ten years to co~-operation with the States in the
preparation of teachers of Home Economics, and thereafter three millions annually;
parts of the allotments being also available for purposes directly related to the
promotion of better home-making, of Americanization thru Home Economics teaching,
and for administrative purposes incidental therein, As yet there have been no
hearings, but Cong. Fess expects to take the blll/b Pthe beg ginning of the second
session in December at which time you will undoubtedly hear further from us.

I trust you do not feel overwhelmed by the length of this lettcr. I hope
it contains information which you can use for some time to come thru speaking,
writing, etecs We have always been told that we should not be concerned with business,
but it is becoming painfully clear that business methods concern the home very in-
timately and therefore women voters will need to be.informed if they are to urge
needed remedies. As a matter of fact, I suspect that it is all very simple when
once understoode

If I have failed to make any points clear, I shall be glad to answer
questions as far as possible., Ilore copies of the enclosed bills can be secured by
writing to this office.

Faithfully yours,

i 1 f
) X T \fQ J—"% (VTR

Legislative Scceretary.

¢ keep this letter on file for reference next winters




KENYOR=FESS® BILL

T0

PROMOTE VOCATIONAL EDUCATION.

Senate 4133
H. R. 12078

A BILL

To amend an Act entitled "An Act to provide for the promotion of

vocational education; to provide for cooperation with the States in the pro~

motion of such eduncation in agriculture and the trades and industries; to provide
for cooperation with the States in the preparation of teachers of vocational sub=

Jects; and to appropriate money and regulate its expenditure,” approved February

23, 1917,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representativos of the United

States of America in Congress agsembled, That the Act cntitled "An Act to provide
for the promotion of vocational education; to provide for cooperation with the
States in the promotion of such education in agriculture and the trades and indus=
trics; to provide for cooperation with the States in the proparation of teachers
of vocational subjects; and to appropriate money and regulate its expenditure,"
approved February 23, 1917, be, and the same is horoby, amended by adding thereto
the following sectionsi

SEC, 19. That for the purpose of cooperating with thc States in paying the
salaries of teachers, supervisors, or directors of home cconomics subjects, there
is hereby authorized to be appropriated for the use of the Statos, subject to the
vrovisions of this section, for the fiscal year cnding June 30, 1921, the sum of

§G00,000 and annually thereafter for nine years an amount for each year equal to
vhe amount appropriated for the year preceding increased by $250,000, and for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1931, and annually thereafter, the sum of $3,000,000;
such appropriations to be in lieu of the appropriations for cooporation with the
States in tho payment of tho salaries of toachers of home economics subjects pro=
vided by soction 3, and to bo allotted and paid to the States in the same manner
and upon the same tcmms and oonditions, except as hercin otherwiso pregcribod, as
the funds provided by said scotion 3: tho acooptance by any State of the benofits
of tho Vocational Education Act, approved February 23, 1917, boing deemed an ac-
coptance of the benefits of tho appropriations for homo cconomics anthorized by
this section and entitling such State, upon compliance with the terms and conditions
proscribod horeby, to its allotmont of the appropriations heroin authorizods Pro-
vided, however, That tho appropriations provided by said section 3 shall hercafter
be available solely for the purpose of cooperating with the Stateos in pagment of
galaries of teachcrs of trade and industrial subjects, except that if for any roason
it is impossible for any State to moet the conditions prescribed for the usoe of its
allotment of the appropriations for home coonomiocs authorized by this section such
State may continuo to usc its allotment of tho appropriations contained in section
3 for home economics education as horetofore, subject to the wwnditions thereby
proscribed. That the appropriations hereby authorized shall be allotted to the
States in the proportion which their population bears to the total population of
the United States, not including outlying possessions, according to the proooding
United States oensuss Provided, That the allotment of funds to any State shall bo
not less than a minimum of $5,000 for any fisocal year prior to and including the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1926, nor less than {10,000 for any fiscal yoar thores
afters And there is hereby authorized to be appropriated annually the sum of
£80,000 or so much thoreof as may be necossary, which shall be usod for the purpose
of providing the minimum allotment to the States provided for in this section.

That of tho moneys authorized to be appropriated as provided by this section 5
per centum may be decucted and used for the purpose of making or cooperating in




making studies and reports to aid the States in the organization and conduct of

home economics education, such studies and reports to include home=making pursuits,
economics in the home in the provision of food, clothing, and shelter and the omgan=
ization of home economics material to assist in the Americanization program, and

for administrative expenses incident to performing the duties imposed by this Act,
including salaries of such cmployees in the District of Columbia or elsewherc as

tho board may deem necoessary; actual traveling and other necessary expenses incurred
by the members of the board and its employees under its orders, including attondance
at mootings of educational associations and othor organizations; rent and eguipment
of quarters in the District of Coluwmbia and elscwhero; purchase of books of rofer=
ence, law books, and periodicals; typewritors, and exchange thereof; miscellaneocus
supplies; postage on foreign mail; and all other necessary exponses.

"SEC. 20. That in order for any State to seccure the benefits of the appropria=
tions authorized by section 19 of this Act, the State Beard for Vocational Educa=
tion of the State, created or dcsignatod in acgordance with the provisions of
section 5, shall prepare plans showing the kinds of home coonomics education for
which it is proposed that the appropriation shall be used. Such plans shall be sub=
mitted by the State board to the Fedoral Dozrd for Vocational Education, and if tho
Foderal board finds the samo to be in conformity with the provisions amd purposes
of this Act, the same shall boe approved; that any State may use the sums allotted
to it under the provisions of section 19, or any part thercof, for tho salaries of
teachers of home cconomics subjects in schools or classes or for the salaries of
suporvisors or directors of the same. Tho State board of any Statc shall also
provide in its plans for home cconomics cducation that such education shall be con=
ducted in schools or classes which are under public supervision or control; that
the controlling purpose of such education shall be to fit for useful employment
in the home or other occupation in the field of home economicss that such education
shall be of less than college grade and shall be designed to meet thoe needs of per=
sons over fourteen yoars of age who have entered upon or are preparing to entor
upon the work of the home or other occupation in the field of home economics; that
the State or local community, or both, shall provide the necessary plant or equip=
ment to be determined upon by the State Board with the approval of the Federal
Board for Vocational Education as the minimum required in such State for education
in home economics subjects; that the total amount expended for the maiptenamce of
sudh education in any school or classes receiving the benefit of allotments for
home economics educstion shall be not less annually than the amount fixed by the
State board with the approval of the Federal board as the minimum of such schools
or classes in the State; that at least one~third of the sum allotted to any State
for the salaries of teachers, supervisors, or directors of home economics subjects
shall, if expended, be applied to part=time schools or evening classes for workers
over fourteen years of age who have entered upon employment; and that the teachers,
supervisors, and directors of home economics subjects in any State shall have at
least the minimum qualifications for teachers, supcrvisors, and directors, to be
determined upon for such State by the State board with the approval of the Federal
Board for Vocational Education. The provisions of this section shall be in lieu
of the provisions of section 1l in so far as the same relate to home economicse"




NATIONAL LEAGUE or WOMEN VOTERS

REGIONAL DIRECTORS

First Region
MISS KATHARINE LUDINGTON
88 PRATT STREET, HARTFORD, CONN.

Second Region
MRS. F. LOUIS SLADE
37 W. 39TH STREET, NEW YORK
Third Region
MISS DELLA DORTCH
NEWSTEAD APTS., NASHVILLE, TENN.

Fourth Region
MISS ELIZABETH J. HAUSER
GIRARD, OHIO
Fifth Region
MRS. JAMES PAIGE

420 OAK GROVE S8T.,, MINNEAPOLIS. MINN.

Seventh Region
MRS. C. B. SIMMONS
485 HEIGHTS TERRACE, PORTLAND, ORK.

CHAIRMEN STANDING COMMITTEES

American Citizenship
MRS. FREDERICK P. BAGLEY
68 BEACON ST., BOSTON. MASS.

Women in Industry ,
MISE MARY McDOWELL
UNIVERSITY SETTLEMENT
46830 GROSS AVE.. CHICAGO, ILL.

Child Welfure
MRS. PERCY V. PENNYBACKER
2606 WHITIS AVE., AUSTIN, TEX.
Secretary
MRS. LARUE BROWN
HOTEL LAFAYETTE, WASHINGTON, D. C.

Election Laws and Methods
MRS. CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT
171 MADISON AVE,, NEW YORK

Social Hygiene
DR. VALERIA H. PARKER
42 HIGH ST,, HARTFORD, CONM,

Uniform Laws Concerning Women
MRSB.CATHARINE WAUGH McCULLOCH
112 W. ADAMS 8T., CHICAGO, ILL,

Food Supply and Demand
MRES. EDWARD P, COSTIGAN
2123 CALIFORNIA ST., WASHINGTON, D, C.

Research
MRS. MARY SUMNER BOYD
218 MUNSEY BLDG,. WASHINGTON. D. €.

F\L\'"C-ﬂw

|

OFFICERS HE‘ﬁDQUARTERS

| 918 MUNSEY BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D, C,

Honorary Chairman
MRS. CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT
Chairman s Pl o
MRS, MAUD WOOD PARK Headguarsers Secretary
Vice Chairman and Director Sixth Region MiSS CAROLINE I. REILLY
MRAS. GEORGE GELLHORN
4368 MCPHERSON AVE., ST, LOUIS, MO.
Secretary
MRS. SOLON JACOBS
ALTAMONT ROAD, BIRMINGHAM, ALA,
Treasurer Publicity Secretary

MRS. RICHARD EDWARDS, PERU, IND. B
S =

Legislative Secretary
MIiSS JESSIE R, HAVER

TELEPHCONE MAIN 8700

Septushor %, 1920

v dear State Chairmani:—

-

1.

: LA R ¥ A L g D b
'Y I sepd 'you suggestiohs foraa legislative pror

U;am which the convention instrﬁct;l this officp éé %ééd EE
' . I g ’ » LS

all states. A duplicate set, broken up into the parts, has

boen sent to the members in your state of the American Citi~

zonship, Food, Child Velfare, Industry, Social Hygieno and

Uniform laws Committees.

If you nced help on checking wp the laws undor
these programs, I feel sure that your state member of the
Rescarch Committee will be glad to be called on.

This program is, as I hope you understand,
simply to be taken as suggostions that may be helpful in
choosing the mcasurcs which you may decide to push in 1921,

Some states have mot asked for this help, but 2 great many

have.
The letter E on the programs represents enclos-

ures, which are sent under separatc cover.

Yours very sincorely,

”
I

2 - | ”
Chairman of Research.

Vo Qellacd, we - G srn ST bl QﬁZ"meﬁ
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MINNESOTA
American

Citizenship.

Compulsory School Law. (See Child Welfare).

Night Schools. WMinnesota has a permissive law, but s tate
of
aid is given to the amount of half teachers! salaries.

Does this law me®t the demand for night sehools, or would

a mandatory law with more state aid be better? Present

lew reads: "School boards may maintain evening elasses for
persons over 16 years of age. One half of teachers' salaries
raid by state." (See E).

Americanizatiomn. Classes for foreigners should be either
mandatory on the application of a certain number (e.g., 19
persons) or should be partly supported by the state. A

class to train Americanization teachers should be offered

by the normal school. (See E).
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welfare.

Owing to the fact that linnesota had one of the

ES

ren's Code Commissions, it stands well in mogt he specifie

laws recommended by the Child Welfare Committee for immediate

action. 7o & state which has such & record as this, study of
the Children's Bureau ilinimum Standards is especiaslly recom-
mended, as a basis for even more advanced legislation. Certsin
outstanding subjeects for legislatien under the standards are
roughly represented in the enclosed spread )f child welfar
maps.

A Buream of Child Hygiene was established in 1918. No appro-

priation was, however, egislature of 1919 and the

Bureau is only kept alive by Red (ross money and other volune

[*

tary giftis. A state approrristion should be smoured in 1921.

-

Compulsory School and Child J.abor Law.

school attendanee and work permit age to 16

vacation work permits) and start school attendance

48-hiour week, 16~18 years.,
An alternative recommendation to the above would be to
make a study of the actual enforeement of your chi
scheol lawm as 1t stands to-day, with a view to deciding
whether appropriations should be increased or enforcement
provisions strengthened before age and other standards are

raised,
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TERUSTRY COLMITTER
The chairman of this committee feels that the state
reprosentative of heor committec can best decide what laws
in this fiold should be stresscd. She boelieves, however,
that hour and night work legislation should be brought up
to standard first, She urges, also, that as a logica

commloment to the Sheppard=Towner laternity 2ill, which
mP Al o L]

her cormittce is supyporting in Conmgreoss, all state

Industry comuitteemen should sec that thoy have on their
statute books o provision protecting the health of
prognant working wonien by roquiring, a period of rest
both before amd after childbirth. Help in framing the
latter legislation can be obtainecd f£rom lIrs. Irene
Osgood Andrews, Amcrican Association for Icbor Legis~—

lation, 131 Bast 23rd Strect, New York Gity.
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This Gomraittes recomends no program

of state legislgtion for 1921, but investigation

and roports on gtatc laws and their oporation:

1) to prevent profiteering or fix pricos; 2)
to provent wastve of food products; and 3) to

encourage coor

Ressareh Cormittee Cheirran, at 918 lmnsey Building,




This Bommitteo recormends no program
of state 1legislation for 1921, but inveostigation

and rcoports on state laws and their operation:

1 to nrevent profiteering or £ix pricos; =2
£ X e £ »

to provont waste of food products; and 3) to
gnecourage cooperative associations.

The stots food chairmon is urged in
beginning this investigation to scud Bwo coples
of oach of these throe classes of laws to The
Resoarch Cormittee Chairran, at 918 uasey Builling,

Vashington, D. Ca




FILE COPY

THE MINNESOTA LEAGUE
OF WOMEN VOTERS

313 Meyers Arcade
Minneapolis, Minn. December 1, 1921.

PROGRAM
GUIDE

1921-1922

This outline is intended primarily for the
use of local chairmen of the League of Women
Voters to enable them to draw up a well-bal-
anced program of meetings and activities for
the year.

Because conditions vary so greatly in the
county, city and township units in which the
League is organized no attempt has been made
to give a fixed schedule of meetings for all to
follow. The attempt here is simply to indi-
cate the broad outlines of the work the League
has set itself to do, to suggest methods, and to
show how state headquarters is prepared to
help in carrying them out.

Please save this outline for reference.




INTERNATIONAL REDUCTION OF
ARMAMENT

(Mrs. Andreas Ueland, Chairman)

Give this question first place on your regu-
lar bi-weekly or monthly meetings throughout
the period of the Washington Conference on
Limitation of Armament.

The Need for Limitation of Armament

The facts which underlie the disarmament
movement are clear, simple and easily avail-
able. Every nguc member should be fam-
iliar with them.

Use Will Irwin's book “The Next War” as
a simple text.

Leaflets, pamphlets, bibliographies, posters
and exhibit material always available at head-
quarters,

The Progress of the Washington Conference

Bi-weekly bulletins, with helpful study sug-
gestions, will be sent to each local League
as a basis for regular programs. These bulle-
tins will present very simply the work of the
Conference in more or less the {following
order:

Limitation of Naval Armament,

Rules for Control of New Agencies of War-
fare.

Limitation of Land Armament.

Questions Relating to China.

The Islands of the Pacific.

Progress Toward the Establishment  of
Machinery for Permanent Peace.

The League should stimulate in every way
intelligent public discussion of the work of the
Conference. Headquarters will co-operate in
arranging programs and securing speakers for
short Schools on International Relations, act-
ing in co-operation with the Extension Divi-
sion of the University,

EFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT
(Mrs. Walter J. Marcley, Chairman)

Municipal government is the problem that
has been chosen for critical study and atten-
tion by this new department. This studv
should be made a major part of this year 's
program by each local League, second in im-
portance only to educational work for limita-
tion of armament.

Know Your Own Government

The wvery first step in this work is getting
acquainted with your own government, not
as described in text books, but as it is at
work in your own community.

Arrange a visit, or series of wisits, to the
citv hall. Tnvite your local officials to explain
briefly their various duties and problems.

Organize carefully selected committees to
attend all the sessions of the City Council and
its various standing committees, also of each
of the various Boards.

Have these committees report back to gen-
eral or ward meetings of the League. Invite
vour aldermen or other officials to some of
these meetings to take part in the discussion.
Have these meetings open to all. The idea at
this stage is simply to take the city's business
back to the people without comment or criti-
cism.

Make votr officials feel that the League is
making this study in a spirit of friendly co-
operation. Conscientious officials know that
they can never hope for appreciation until the
people know what they are trying to do.

Make It Better

As you hecome familiar with vour local
government, vou will sometimes find condi-
tions which are hampering its efficiency. Some-
times these can be corrected simply by creat-
ing a more intelligent interest on the part of
the citizens. If they are technical in nature
they will require intensive study, and the ex-
perience of other municipalities with similar
problems should be consulted.
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To make expert service available to our
municipalities is the work of the League of
Minnesota Municipalities, an organization of
cities acting through their elected officials, and
of the Municipal Research Bureau of the State
University. The ILeague of Women Voters
will work closely with these two organizations
which welcome our co-operation in creating
popular interest in problems which too often
suffer from indifference.

Report your special problems to headquar-
ters, which will help vou to find the best avail-
able material. “Problems of Municipal Gov-
ernment” (an excellent outline for practical
study published by the University), charts on
the various forms of city government, pamph-
lets on the city manager plan, etc., now at
headquarters.

LEGISLATION—NATIONAL

Between January lst and April 1st recom-
mendations for federal legislation will be be-
fore the membership for consideration. There
will probably be not more than five or six
of these in all, and concise and popular edu-
cational material on each measure will be
available. Each lL.eague is asked to give these
careful consideration and study, reporting re-
sults to headquarters, so that Minnesota's dele-
gates to the annual convention of the League
in Baltimore next April may be guided by the
known sentiments of our membership.

Study material at headquarters on the work
of our national committees, as follows:

Child Welfare.

Food Supply and Demand.

American Citizenship.

Women in Industry.

Uniform Laws Concerning Women,

Social Hygiene,

Special material on the following:

Sheppard-Towner Bill.

Lehlbach Bill (for reclassification of the
civil service).

Federal regulation of the meat packing in-
dustry.

Federal aid for education, and national de-
partment of education.
. Fess Amendment to Smith-Hughes Act (for
increased federal aid for training in home eco-
nomics),

LEGISLATION—STATE

There will be no regular session of the State
Legislature in 1922. This is therefore a year
for program-building—for careful investiga-
tion, study and discussion, wlmh must begin
in the local units in order that the final pro-
gram shall rest squarely on the intelligent
support of our memhfrqhm throughout the
state. Our first responsibility is to the en-
forcement of laws on last year's program
which were paawd Our second is to the meas-
ures on last vear’s program which failed or
succeeded only in part,—to revise them if thev
were faulty, to work for them with renewed
energy if they were sound and right. Our
third responsibility is to investigate any new
needs which may require legislative action.

Devote at least halfi the program of one
regular meeting to each of our state legislative
committees. Base this program as far as pos-
sible on investigation of local conditions car-
ried out by well-selected committees.

Send any recommendations on legislative
matters to headquarters for the attention of the
Legislation Council. This Council, of which
Mrs. Ueland is chairman, is composed of repre-
sentatives of more than fifteen organizations
interested in social legislation. Its recom-
mendations will be submitted to the annual
convention of the League next fall for adop-
tion as a working program for 1923.

Child Welfare
(Mrs. Eugene Dieudonne, Chairman)

A bill to increase the maximum allowed
under the county allowance law passed at the
last session; a bill to carry out the state re-
fund provisions of the law failed.

Ask your probate judge or members of your
child welfare board to talk to you on the ad-
ministration of the county allowance.

A new Political Education Leaflet (No. 6)
dealing with the county allowance law is now
ready at headquarters.

A bill was also passed prohibiting the em-
ployment of children in ‘street trades in first,
second, and third class cities.

Is this law enforced in your city? Consult
the school attendance officers.

Education
(Mrs. Walter H. Thorp, Chairman)

A bill to increase the minimum school term
to eight months, amended to seven months,
was defeated in the House at the last session
of the Legislature. Ask your representative
to tell you why.

Bills for the revision of state aid to schools
received very unsatisfactory treatment. Ask
yvour senators and representatives to tell you
\\Inf

An Interim Committee on Education has
been appointed from House and Senate to
make general recommendations for revision
in our school laws to the next Legislature.
It has asked us to co-operate by submitting
facts relating to school conditions based on
first-hand investigation.

Will you not help by making a careful study
of such matters as school attendance, length
of school term, school consolidation, trans-
portation of pupils, teacher training and super-
vision, school equipment, effect of state aid in
raising standards, ete., and forward your find-
ings to headquarters. This work is especially
recommended for Teagues in rural communi-
ties.




Women in Industry
(Mrs. Gerhard Dietrichson, Chairman)

A bill to limit the hours of women employed
outside the home to 48 hours a week, amend-
ed to 56 hours, failed at the last session to
become law.

In cities of the first and second class, no
woman may be employed more than 58 hours
per week in mercantile establishments or res-
taurants, or more than 54 hours per week in
mechanical, manufacturing, telephone or tele-
graph establishments. Outside first and sec-
ond class cities, no woman may be employed
more than 58 hours per week in any mercan-
tile, mechanical or manufacturing establish-
ment. But, except in these occupations, there
is no legal limit to the number of hours women
may be employed in our smaller cities and
fowns.

Should there be any legal limitation of the
hours women may be employed?

Is it right that there should be careful regu-
lation in the larger cities, and no protection
at all for the woman worker in the smaller
community?

Is it right that there should be careful regu-
lation of hours in certain occupations, and
none at all in others?

Is there any limit which can reasonably be
fixed to cover all types of communities and
occupations? If so, what?

De you know how long women are em-
ployed per day in your community in stores?
—restaurants >—laundries 7—hotels —telephone
establishments?—factories?

Do vou know to what extent women are
employed for night work?

Is the minimum wage law being enforced
in your community?

This study is especially recommended for
Leagues in the smaller cities. Headquarters
will assist in securing speakers trained in in-
dustrial investigation. Statistics on Minnesota
conditions, pamphlets on minimum wage laws,
limitation of hours, relation of working hours
to health, ete., available at headquarters.
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Uniform Laws Concerning Women
(Miss Florence Monahan, Chairman)
Bills making women eligible for jury service
were passed at the last session. Ask women
who have served on grand or petit juries in
your district to talk on the jury system as ob-

served from first-hand experience.

TLast wyear a so-called “blanket” law was
passed in Wisconsin to remove all the remain-
ing legal disabilities of women. Is there any
need for such a law in Minnesota? How would
it affect 1)10tect1\e legislation now in effect,
such as the minimum wage’

An excellent questionnaire on laws concern-
ing women is available at headquarters, and
it is suggested that you invite an able lawyer
to answer each question according to the
Minnesota law. You will find this a very in-
teresting talk, and a valuable guide in judging
proposed legislation affecting women.

Food Supply and Demand
(Mrs. Bertha Dahl Laws, Chairman)

Simple study programs on various phases
of the food problem in their relation to the
home, the community and the state are being
prepared by this committee. The programs
will be drr'mgod with r(‘qu‘tl to their seasonal
interest and will appear in The Woman Voter
beginning in January or February.

Food inspection laws and co-operative
marketing will receive special attention.

Social Hygiene and Public Health
(Dr. Mabel Ulrich, Chairman)

A brief summary of our state laws relating
to social hygiene is being prepared, and the
work under this committee will be largely di-
rected to law enforcement.

Because of their important bearing on pub-
lic health, this committee will work with that
on Food Supply and Demand to secure ade-
quate food inspection laws and their enforce-
ment. Local Leagues are urged to interest
themselves to see that health officers are ap-
pointed on the basis of fitness and training
and to see that health laws are enforced with
the adequate support of public opinion.

8
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ELECTION ACTIVITIES
~ Is the League of Women Voters effective
in your community? The answer to this ques-
tion may be found in the percentage of the
women qualified to vote who actually do vote
in general, municipal and special elections.

Individual membership in the ILeague is
primarily a pledge to cast a well-considered
vote at each election, and at election time
it is the first business of every local organiza-
tion of the League to interest voters in the
issues of the election and “to get out the
vote."”

An unpartisan organization, the League in
its election-time activities has great oppor-
tunity and great responsibility. Here are a
few tested rules worth remembering;

1. The League of Women Voters as an
organization is for or against no candidate—
but, by stimulating interest in government
affairs throughout the year and making public
officials feel that they will receive intelligent
support in the faithful discharge of their duties,
it will automatically encourage candidates of
ability and character to run for office.

2. The League as an organization has no
party—but its members, belonging to all part-
ies, will work within their parties for the
elimination of political trickery, for making
the principles which are incorporated in poli-
tical platforms effective in actual practice,
and for the nomination and election of candi-
dates devoted to the public interest.

3. The League stands for absolute fair play.
When it invites candidates for any office to
speak on the issues of the election, it invites
all the candidates for that office, and assures
to each a courteous hearing.

4, The League when it works “to get out
the vote” works to get out the whole vote,
without regard to class, locality or party lines.
QOurs should be a government by all of the
people, not by those who happen to agree
with us politically.

5. League literature should be strictly edu-
cational in character and so accurate that
it can with propriety be distributed in public
schools and libraries.

Devote one meeting to a thorough discus-
sion of clectmn laws. (Material at headquar-
ters). It is very desirable that League mem-
bers should train themselves so serve as judges
or clerks of election. Invite your city clerk
to talk of the duties of election officials, and
see that polling places are situated in clean,
well-lighted buildings suitable for the dignified
and orderly discharge of a civic duty.

Have special classes for newly naturalized
citizens and for voung men and women quali-
fied to vote for the first time, explaining the
process of voting and mlthnmg the offices to
be filled and the special duties pertaining to
each.

General Political Education

There are many subjects, not on our specific
program for the vear, but of interest and im-
portance in training for effective citizenship.

These include:

Constitution of the United States.

The Federal Government in Operation.

History of Political Parties.

Government of Minnesota.

Election Machinery.

County and Local Government,

Parliamentary Law,

Public Speaking.

It is recommended that these be dealt with
in special study groups or lecture classes open
to all and not this year made a part of the
program for business meetings. Helpful
material on all of these is available at head-
quarters, mr:hulu!;. a general study course
“Lessons in the Study of Citizenship” pre-
pared by the National League of Women
Voters and priced at 50 cents a copy.

Do not forget that The Woman Voter will
carry interesting and timely program material
to vour individual members every month. Send
subscriptions to headquarters—25¢c a year (in
Minneapolis 40¢).
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Wo.en in Industry

e legislative provision for
(1) The limitation of the houl work for wags earning
woren in industrial undert: '-;. *o “ct more than & hours
in any one day, or 44 ! ] 7isck, and one day's
rest in sewvan.

(2) The prohibition of night work for women in industrial
occupations.

(3) The cestablishme a of a Minimum Wage Commission
with powsr to fiv and ¢ s minimum wwages which 7ill insure
to the working woren a proper standard of hsalth, comfort

and efficiency,

(4) Adequate appropriations f ne zsndorssmant of labor
laws. '

{
a!

5) The prohibition of the @& 1cyM*n+ of women siv weeks
fore and six wegk after

el
bt

V. Ve affirm our belief i right cf the workers to
bargain collectively through trad:s and regard the
orgqnlzaulcn of working women Aas >C1ﬂ11y 1mportant be-~
cause of the peculiar handicaps m which they suffer

in the labor market.

VI. Wages should be raid on the basis of occupation
and not on s3x.

VII. Finally the Departument recommends that the Leagu
of Women Voters shall keep in touch with the Women's
Bureau of the U.S. Department of Labor securing informa-

| o

. s
tion as to the results of inv:stigations that are maje.

1—| —

IN INDUSTRY COM! BE
:nted to the uomv,ntlun.

pending in Congress srovids for the re-
Federal Civil Serv be ]

1egrams be sent to the Chairmen of the Senate and

Committezs on Civil Service Xransmitting the declaration of
nvention in favor of reclassification of the fedsral Civil

— Ll

on a strictly merit basis, =and #ithout discrimination on

O =

t

fe—
o |

H o

introduced in the last session of Congress proposed
he Voman's Burcau, Department of Labor to the proposed
of Publie -vl*qr,, and

""HEREAS, the purposes and functions of the Woman's Bureau have to do
7ith th: economic problems of wage carning womsen from the sam:
standroint that calls for the considaration cf similar probluls of

vage earning men by the Department of Labor, therefors, be 1t

, that we protest against the prorose d transfzr of the
Sursau to any othbr “Department and urges that it be retair
prasant positicn as a Bureau of the U.1tud Statss Departn




Women in Industry
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PROGRAYM OF SOCIAL HYGIERL LEGISLATION
OF THx NATIONAL LEAGUR VOMEN VOTERS

ABOLITION OF COMMERCIALIZED PROSTITUTION.

e abolition cf 2l bgatca Oor prets
stricts and the elf of house
cious purposss.
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(d) Prevention of solicitation
places by men and women.

(e) Elimination of system
ment of indeterminate

(f) Strict enforcement of laws prohibiting and wanu-
facture andsale of alcohol for beverage pulposes
and of laws prohibiting the sale of “ablt—forming
drugs without prescription.

g) Laws pe enalizing fornication.

VENEREAL IISEASE CONTROL

5! 1 \
P A .c_.'!..,ra_.l;- (YO )

(a) Classificaticn of venereal disease as communicable.

(b) A law providing for administrative machinery in
local and state boards of health to hold hearings
and make determinations concerning exposure to
venereal disease infection, as a basis for order
for examination, treatment or quarantine of disea
persons, The authorities, however, should not
given power to institute periodic examinations o
prostitutes.

(¢c) Distribution of free therapeutic agents for venereal
SIap =

digease, through state boards of health.

(d) Public Laboratories for diagnosis,

(e) Inclusion in public clinics and hospitals provision
for treatment of venereal di seases, with free treat-
ment whereever necessary.

(f) Physical andmental examination and treatment of
all persons committed as dependent of delinquent,
No person to be released from jail or other penal
institution without notification to the health
authorities.

(g) Detention hospitals for men andwomen who refuse to
conform with regulations concerning treatment oOr
whose manner of life in the opinion of the health
officer, makes them a public danger.

(h) Suppression of circulation of licentious literature,
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THE MINNESOTA LEAGUE
OF WOMEN VOTERS

313 Meyers Arcade
Minneapolis, Minn. December 1, 1921,
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PROGRAM
GUIDE

1921-1922

This outline is intended primarily for the
use of local chairmen of the l.eague of Women
Voters to enable them to draw up a well-bal-
anced program of meetings and activities for
the year.

Because conditions vary so greatly in the
county, city and township units in which the
League is organized no attempt has been made
to give a fixed schedule of meetings for all to
follow. The attempt here is simply to indi-
cate the broad outlines of the work the League
has set itself to do, to suggest methods, and to
show how state headquarters is prepared to
help in carrying them out.

Please save this outline for reference.




INTERNATIONAL REDUCTION OF
ARMAMENT

(Mrs. Andreas Ueland, Chairman)

Give this question first place on your regu-
lar bi-weekly or monthly meetings throughout
the period of the Washington Conference on
Limitation of Armament.

The Need for Limitation of Armament

The facts which underlie the disarmament
movement are clear, simple and easily avail-
able. Every League member should be fam-
iliar with them.

Use Will Irwin’s book “The Next War” as

a simple text.

Leaflets, pamphlets, bibliographies, posters
and exhibit material always available at head-
quarters,

The Progress of the Washington Conference

Bi-weekly bulletins, with helpful study sug-
gestions, will be sent to each local League
as a basis for regular programs. These bulle-
tins will present very simply the work of the
Conference in more 'or less the following
order:

Limitation of Naval Armament.

Rules for Control of New Agencies of War-
fare.

Limitation of Land Armament.

Questions Relating to China.

The Islands of the Pacific.

Progress Toward the Establishment of
Machinery for Permanent Peace.

The League should stimulate in every way
intelligent public discussion of the work of the
Conference. Headquarters will co-operate in
arranging programs and securing speakers for
short Schools on International Relations, act-
ing in co-operation with the Extension Divi-
sion of the University.

EFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT
(Mrs. Walter J. Marcley, Chairman)

Municipal government is the problem that
has been chosen for critical study and atten-
tion by this new department. This study
should be made a major part of this year's
program by each local League, second in im-
portance only to educational work for limita-
tion of armament.

Know Your Own Government

The very first step in this work is getting
acquainted with your own government, not
as described in text books, but as it is at
work in your own community.

Arrange a visit, or series of wvisits, to the
city hall. Invite your local officials to explain
briefly their various duties and problems.

Organize carefully selected committees to
attend all the sessions of the City Council and
its various standing committees, also of each
of the various Boards.

Have these committees report back to gen-
eral or ward meetings of the League. Invite
vour aldermen or other officials to some of
these meetings to take part in the discussion.
Have these meetings open to all. The idea at
this stage is simply to take the city’s business
back to the people without comment or criti-
cism.

Make your offici ala feel that the League is
making this study in a spirit of friendly co-
operation. # Conscientious officials know that
they can never hope for appreciation until the
people know what they are trying to do.

Make It Better
As vou become familiar with your local
government, you will sometimes find condi-
tions which are hampering its efficiency. Some-
times these can be corrected simply by creat-
ing a more intelligent interest on the part of
the citizens. If they are technical in nature
they will require intensive study, and the ex-
perience of other municipalities with similar

problems should be consulfed.
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To make expert service available to our
municipalities is the work of the League of
Minnesota Municipalities, an organization of
cities acting through their elected officials, and
of the Municipal Research Bureau of the State
University. The ILeague of Women Voters
will work closely with these two organizations
which welcome our co-operation in creating
popular interest in problems which too often
suffer from indifference.

Report your special problems to headquar-
ters, which will help you to find the best avail-
able material. “Problems of Municipal Gov-
ernment” (an excellent outline for practical
study published by the University), charts on
the various forms of city government, pamph-
lets on the city manager plan, etc., now at
headquarters.

LEGISLATION—NATIONAL

Between January lst and April 1st recom-
mendations for federal legislation will be be-
fore the membership for consideration. There
will probably be not more than five or six
of these in all, and concise and popular edu-
cational material on each measure will be
available. Each League is asked to give these
careful consideration and study, reporting re-
sults to headquarters, so that Minnesota's dele-
gates to the annual convention of the League
in Baltimore next April may be guided by the
known sentiments of our membership.

Study material at headquarters on the work
of our national committees, as follows:

Child Welfare.

Food Supply and Demand.

American Citizenship,

Women in Industry.

Uniform Laws Concerning Women.

Social Hygiene.

Special material on the following:

Sheppard-Towner Bill.

_Lehlbach Bill (for reclassification of the
civil service).

Federal regulation of the meat packing in-
dustry.

Federal aid for education, and national de-
partment of education.
. Fess Amendment to Smith-Hughes Act (for
increased federal aid for training in home eco-
nomics).,

LEGISLATION—STATE

There will be no regular session of the State
Legislature in 1922. This is therefore a year
for program-building—for careful investiga-
Tmn study and dismqqu)u which must begin
in the local units in order that the final pro-
gram shall rest squarely on the intelligent
support of our membership throughout the
state. Our first responsibility is to the en-
forcement of laws on last year's program
which were passed. Our second is to the meas-
ures on last vear's program which failed or
succeeded only in part,—to revise them if they
were faulty, to work for them with renewed
energy if they were sound and right. Our
third responsibility is to investigate any new
needs which may require legislative action.

Devote at least half the program of one
regular meeting to each of our state legislative
committees. Base this program as far as pos-
sible on investigation of local conditions car-
ried out by well-selected committees,

Send any recommendations on legislative
matters to headquarters for the attention of the
Legislation ('mm:‘fl This Council, of which
Mrs. Ueland is chairman, is composed of repre-
sentatives of more than fifteen organizations
interested in social legislation. Ifs recom-
mendations will be submitted to the annual
convention of the League next fall for adop-
tion as a working program for 1923,
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Child Welfare
(Mrs. Eugene Dieudonne, Chairman)

A bill to increase the maximum allowed
under the county allowance law passed at the
last session; a bill to carry out the state re-
fund provisions of the law failed.

Ask your probate judge or members of your
child welfare board to talk to you on the ad-
ministration of the county allowance.

A new Political Education Leaflet (No. 6)
dealing with the county allowance law is now
ready at headquarters.

A bill was also passed prohibiting the em-
ployment of children in street trades in first,
second, and third class cities.

Is this law enforced in your city? Consult
the school attendance officers.

Education
(Mrs. Walter H. Thorp, Chairman)

A bill to increase the minimum school term
to eight months, amended to seven months,
was defeated in the House at the last session
of the Legislature. Ask your representative
to tell you why.

Bills for the revision of state aid to schools
received very unsatisfactory treatment. Ask
your senators and representatives to tell you
why.

An Interim Committee on FEducation has
been appointed from House and Senate to
make general recommendations for revision
in our school laws to the next Legislature.
It has asked us to co-operate by Qll])nuttm{f
facts relating to school conditions based on
first-hand investigation.

Will you not help by making a careful study
of such matters as school attendance, length
of school term, school consolidation, tl'mq-
portation of ]llipil- teacher training and supe
vision, school equipnient, effect of state aid in
1:uc|11rr standards, ete., and forwa rd your find-
ings to headquarters. This work is espec ially
recommended for T,uavm% in rural communi-
ties.




Women in Industry
(Mrs. Gerhard Dietrichson, Chairman)

A bill to limit the hours of women employed
outside the home to 48 hours a week, amend-
ed to 56 hours, failed at the last session to
become law.

In cities of the first and second class, no
woman may be employed more than 58 hours
per week in mercantile establishments or res-
taurants, or more than 54 hours per week in
mechanical, manufacturing, telephone or tele-
graph establishments. Outside first and sec-
ond class cities, no woman may be employed
more than 58 hours per week in any mercan-
tile, mechanical or manufacturing establish-
ment. But, except in these occupations, there
is no legal limit to the number of hours women
may be employed in our smaller cities and
towns.

Should there be any legal limitation of the
hours women may be employed?

Is it right that there should be careful regu-
lation in the larger cities, and no protection
at all for the woman worker in the smaller
community ?

Is it right that there should be careful regu-
lation of hours in ‘certain occupations, and
none at all in others?

Is there any limit which can reasonably be
fixed to cover all types of communities and
occupations? If so, what?

Do you know how long women are em-
ployed per day in your community in stores?
—restaurants ?—laundries ?—hotels?—telephone
establishments?—factories?

Do you know to what extent women are
employed for night work?

Is the minimum wage law being enforced
in your community?

This study is especially recommended for
Leagues in the smaller cities. Headquarters
will assist in securing speakers trained in in-
dustrial investigation. Statistics on Minnesota
conditions, pamphlets on minimum wage laws,
limitation of hours, relation of working hours
to health, ete., available at headquarters.

B
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Uniform Laws Concerning Women
(Miss Florence Monahan, Chairman)

Bills making women eligible for jury service
were passed at the last session. Ask women
who have served on grand or petit juries in
your district to talk on the jury system as ob-
served from first-hand experience.

Last year a so-called “blanket” law was
passed in Wisconsin to remove all the remain-
ing ltgai disabilities of women. Is there any
need for such a law in Minnesota? How would
it affect ‘proleutne legislation now in effect,
such as the minimum wage?

An excellent questionnaire on laws concern-
ing women is available at headquarters, and
it is suggested that you invite an able lawyer
to answer each question according to the
Minnesota law. You will find this a very in-
teresting talk, and a valuable guide in judging
proposed legislation affecting women.

Food Supply and Demand
(Mrs. Bertha Dahl Laws, Chairman)

Simple study programs on various phases
of the food problem in their relation to the
home, the community and the state are being
prepared by this committee. The programs
will be arranged with regard to their seasonal
interest and will appear in The Woman Voter
beginning in January or February.

Food inspection laws and co-operative
marketing will receive special attention.

Social Hygiene and Public Health
(Dr. Mabel Ulrich, Chairman)

A brief summary of our state laws relating
to social hygiene is being prepared, and the
work under this committee will be largely di-
rected to law enforcement.

Because of their important bearing on pub-
lic health, this committee will work with that
on Food Supply and Demand to secure ade-
quate food inspection laws and their enforce-
ment. ILocal lLeagues are urged to interest
themselves to see that health officers are ap-
pointed on the basis of fitness and training
and to see that health laws arc enforced with
the adequate support of public opinion,
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ELECTION ACTIVITIES

Is the League of Women Voters effective
in your community? The answer to this ques-
tion may be found in the percentage of the
women qualified to vote who actually do vote
in general, municipal and special elections.

Individual membership in the League is
primarily a pledge to cast a well-considered
vote at each election, and at election time
it is the first business of every local organiza-
tion of the League to interest voters in the
issues of the election and “to get out the
vote.”

An unpartisan organization, the League in
its election-time activities has great oppor-
tunity and great responsibility. Here are a
few tested rules worth remembering:

I. The League of Women Voters as an
organization is for or against no candidate—
but, by stimulating inferest in government
affairs throughout the year and making public
officials feel that they will receive intelligent
support in the faithful discharge of their duties,
it will automatically encourage candidates of
ability and character to run for office.

2. The League as an organization has no
party—but its members, belonging to all part-
ies, will work within their parties for the
elimination of political trickery, for making
the principles which are incorporated in poli-
tical platforms effective in actual practice,
and for the nomination and election of candi-
dates devoted to the public interest.

3. The League stands for absolute fair play.
When it invites candidates for any office to
speak on the issues of the election, it invites
all the candidates for that office, and assures
to each a courteous hearing,

4. The League when it works “to get out
the vote” works to get out the whole vote,
without regard to class, locality or party lines.
Ours should be a government by all of the
people, not by those who happen to agree
with us politically.

5. League literature should be strictly edu-
cational in character and so accurate that
it can with propriety be distributed in public
schools and libraries.

Devote one meeting to a thorough discus-
sion of election laws. (Material at headquar-
ters). It is very desirable that League mem-
bers should frain themselves so serve as judges
or clerks of election. Invite your city clerk
to talk of the duties of election officials, and
see that polling places are situated in clean,
well-lighted buildings bmtable for the dlgmncl
and orderly discharge of a civic duty.

Have special classes for newly naturalized
citizens and for young men and women quali-
fied to vote for the first time, explaining the
process of voting and outlining the offices to
be filled and the special duties pertaining to
each.

General Political Education

There are many subjects, not on our specific
program for the year, but of interest and im-
portance in training for effective citizenship.

These include:
Constitution of the United States.
The Federal Government in Operation,
History of Political Parties.
Government of Minnesota.
FElection Machinery.
County and Local Government.
Parliamentary Law,
Public Speaking.

It is recommended that these be dealt with
in special study groups or lecture classes open
to all and not this year made a part of the
program for business meetings. Helpful
material on all of these is available at head-
quarters, including a general study course
“Lessons in the Study of Citizenship” pre-
pared by the National League of Women
Voters and priced at 50 cents a copy.

Do not forget that The Woman Voter will
carry interesting and timely program material
to vour individual members every month. Send
subscriptions to headquarters—25¢ a year (in
Minneapolis 40c).
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On recommendation of the Legislative Council and the Executive Board, these
proposed reasures have been subritted to the Minnesota League of Tiomen Voters in
convention asserbled to be presented to the 1921 session of the State Legislature

anc to receive the active support of the members of the League.

Recommendations of the Women in Industry Cormittee

1. Increase in the appropriation for the Minirur lage Cormission from the very
inadequate sum of $10,000 for a tiwo-year period to {25,000 for the same period.

2. Increase or readjustment of the appropriation for the State Labor Department so
as to give a more adequate budget to the Bureau of Tomen and Children, basing the
arount on the principle of egual pay for equal work for the women inspectors as
compared with the men and providing for the addition of at least one woman inspector.
Se Amendment of the laws regulating the hours of labor so as to provide for an
eight-hour day, a 48-~hour week and one day's rest in seven for women enployed
outside the home.

Recormendations of the Cormittee on Armerican Citizenship

1. Enactment of bills contained in the report of the Stete Board of Education on
the revision of state aid substantially as printed.

2+ Amendment to th 1sting school laws increasing the winimum school term to
ight months.

o+ Enactrent of a bill for compulsory school attendance.

Recommendation of the Committee on Uniform Laws Concerning Women

1. Arendment of the law relating to qualifications of jurors so that *omen
eligible for jury service.

Recormendations of the Cormittee on Child Welfare.

1. (a) Increase in the maximum allowed under the present county allowance or
Mothers' Pension law,
(b) Appropriation as already provided for by law for state aid to counties
cepting the supervision of the Board of Control in the administration of the
the Pension Law.
prevent the employ-

liembers of the Legislative Council
eland, Chairman

Gerhard Dietrichson Jomen in Industry

Eugene Dieudonne Child Welfare

Florence Monahan Uniform Laws Concerning Women
Elizabeth Hall Arerican Citizenship
Mabel Ulrich Social Hygiene & Public Health
Alta Hanson Research

A

fficial representatives from the following organizations:

lMinnesota Division of National Tiorien's Catholic Council
Minnesota Federation of Viomen's Clubs

Minnesota Federation of Fraternal Voren

State Board of Education

Linnesota W.C.T.U.

Minnesota Corriittee on Social Legislation

Minnesota Federation of Business and Professional Tiomen
College Woren's Club of linneapolis

Visiting Hurses Association.

J evish Vormen's Council

inneapolis Co:z:ittee lNational Women's Trade Union League
Woran's Club of Minneapolis

Tlormen's Co-operative Alliance of lMinneapolis

lioren's are League of Minneapolis




ECOMMENDATIONS OF THE AMERICAN CITIZE
COMMITTEE -~ Mrs. Frederick P. Bagley,Pras

NAME

name of tiiis Committee shall continue t e “THE
AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP COMMITTEE™"™.

PURPOSE

Improvemznt of the Electorats of the United
Through Education and By -

a, Political Education

B, “r=pa;aL10n of Aliens for Cltlzenshlp

¢. Federal and State Lzgislation in
support of the Above.

LATFORM

(1) Compulsory zducation in every state for all children
be huuﬁ six and sixteen, nine months of each year.

(2) Education of adults by extznsion classes
schools, colleges and universities.

(3) English made the nati ; making it com-
puleory in ail public 1 privata ¢ ? aherz coUrsss in
general zducation are ! 3

(4) Standardized qualifications for citizenship, and
more sympathetic and impressive ccrﬂronﬁvls for naturali-
zation.

5) The indepsndsnt citizenship of women, to the end that
no American citizen shall lose her citizenship by marrying
alien, Dnd that no alien woman <hall acquire American
citizenship by marrying an American citizen. The choics
of citizenship resting with the individual woman as it
rests with the individual man in the present law,

6) Training for citizenship in conjunction with the
ublic schools, collegss and univ rersitics,
c

We urgz that each state work for an sducational quali-
ation for voting.

(7
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RECOMMENDED LEGISLATION

(1) A separate blll for the independent citizenship of

women, in accordance with Section 5 of the abovs platform.
Said bill not to include a genaral revision, which would
tend to delay its passage in Congrsss.

(2) We recommend the appointment of a committes

from Tha American Citizenship Committes be appoint

study and prescent recommendations to Congress for
General revision of the naturalization law.

(3) TInasmuch as the Smith-Towner Bill of the last
of Congrees died in that s2ssion, and inasmuch AS the new
bill now known as the "Townsr-House Bill" was introduced
into the special szssion of Congress at Washington on
April 11lth, we recommend to the Convention tnat the National
League of Women Voters endorse and support this new msasure,




ADOPTED PROGRAM

COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL HYGIENE
MRS. ANN WEBSTER, Chairman

I. EDUCATIONAL MEASURES:

FEducation from childhood up in correct attitude, ideals,
standards and behavior in respect to sex in its broadest
sense.

Education of adults in the means of making a whole-
some environment,

IT. RECREATIONAL MEASURES:

Provision for wholesome recreation for the young and
for adults in every community.

I1I. LAW ENFORCEMENT:

Study of existing laws relating to social hygiene,
Stimulation of interest in the enforcement of existing
laws.

IV. LEGISLATIVE MEASURES:

1.
(a)

2

(a)

Federal and District of Columbia (Active):

Continued support for adequate appropriation for the
continuance of all the activities of the U. 8. Interdepart
mental Social Hygiene Board.

State and District of Columbia (Active):

Anti-prostitution laws that embody all the following

points :

(t) To keep, set up, maintain, or operate any place,
structure, or conveyance for purposes of prostitu-
tion, assignation or lewdness.

(u) To occupy any such place for such purpose or to
permit such a place to be so used.

(v) To receive, or offer or agree to receive, any persons
into such place for such a purpose, or to permit
them to remain therein for such a purpose.

(w) To direct, take, transport, or agree or offer to do
so, any person to any such place with knowledge
or reason to know that the purpose of such direct-
ing, ete., is prostitution, assignation or lewdness.

(x) To procure, or solicit, or offer to do so for such pur-
pose.

(y) To reside, enter, or remain, in any such place for
such purpose.

(z) To engage in assignation, lewdness or prostituticn,
or to aid or abet therein.




(NOTE :—Prostitution should be defined to include the giv-
ing or receiving of the body for hire, or the giving or
receiving of the body for indiscriminate sexual inter-
course with or without hire.)

The Injunction and Abatement Law, permitting individ-
nal citizens to close by injunction, houses used in whole
or in part for purposes of lewdness, assignation or pros-
titution,

The Ouster Law, providing for the expeditious removal
of any official who neglects or refuses to enforce the
law,

State and District of Columbia (Reserve):

Venereal disease control measuwres that embody the fol-

lowing points:

(w) Classification of venereal disease as communicable,

(x) Provision for administrative machinery in boards
of health for holding hearings and making determ-
inations concerning exposure to venereal disease
infection, as a basis for orders for examination,
treatment and quarantine. The authorities should
not have the power to order periodical examina-
tion of women prostitutes. The authorities should
not be empowered to compel women to unde
amination for venereal disease on suspicion before
conviction,
Provision for the legal restriction of extravag-
ant and unwarranted claims in diagnosis, treatment
and cure of venereal disease.
Adequate appropriations for state health depart-
ments for the carrying on of broad venereal dis-
gase programs.

4  Local:

(a) An ordinance licensing dance halls, motion picture
theatres, skating rinks, taxicabs, and all other forms of
commercial amusement, and providing for supervision
and revocation of license, where such taxicabs or places
are used for places of assignation, prostitution or lewd-

IESS.

PREVENTIVE AND REMEDIAL MEASURES:

The appointment of women on governing boards of all
charitable and penal institutions; women as probation
and parole officers; as police and protective officers; as
court officials; as jurors; and as physicians in institu-
tions for women and children, and on boards of health,
Provision for examination and diagnosis of subnormal

children; education suitable for their possibilities: su-
pervision during and after school age; custodial care
for those unable to adjust themselves to normal envir-
onment.

The establishment of local protective agencies for girls
m all large cities; proper detention quarters for wo-
men awaiting trial; separate detention quarters for ju-
veniles awaiting trial. These agencies should have fa-
cilities for mental and physical examinations, and case
work.

Industrial farm schools for delinquent girls and boys,
with facilities for classification of patients and voecation-
al training; indeterminate sentences. with provision for
parole, and institutions equipped with trained officers.
Reformatory farms for delinquent men and women.

MEDICAL MEASURES:

Public laboratories for diagnosis.

Provision in clinics and hospitals for treatment of ven-
ereal disease, with free treatment and hospitalization
when necessary.

The appointment on state and local boards of health
of trained social workers to investigate the known or
suspected cases of venereal disease, to determine the
source of infection and exposures to the same and to
assist in developing plans for individual family and com-
munity constructive work.

Provision for adequate treatment for the venereally in-
fected in custodial institutions of all types. A more
liberal use of municipal hospitals for men and women
who refuse to conform to regulations concerning
treatment, and whose manner of life, in the opinion of
the health officer, makes for a public danger.
Distribution of free therapeutic agents for venereal dis-
ease through state boards of health.

Condemnation of public advertisements, free distribu-
tion and sale of commercial prophylactic packets; and
especially the use of public money through boards of
health for such purposes.

Adopted at Baltimore, April, 1922,
By
NATIONAL LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

(Send to Organization Department, 25 Traction Building, Peru,

Indiana, for extra copies, $1.00 per 100, including postage.)




LEGISLATTVE PROGRAM
adopted by the LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL of the MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WQME N YOTERS
for recommendation to the
F@Eﬁlﬂﬁﬂd-ﬁﬂWﬂTmH
St, Paul, October 5«7,1922,

Committee on Education (Mrs. Walter Thorp, Choirman)

1. A minimum school term of not less than eight months.

2. Strengthening the eompulsory attendance lexr by having a supervisor of
school attendance in the State Department of Education,

3., Provision for part~time centinuation schools,

A

4, An effective program of physical education encouraged by state aid.
5, Increassed provision for teacher helpers in rural districts.

6. A county board of educatiocn to be elected by the county, with pover to
appoint qualified superintendents and county truent officers

Committee on Social Hygiene (Dr, label Ulrich, Chairman)

1, Legislation tending to eliminate travelling street carnivals.

Committece on Tomen in Industry (Mrs, Gerhard Dietrichson, Chqi{gan)

1. A forty-eight hour week, eight-hour day, and one day's rest in seven for
women employed in gainful occupations, provided domestics employed vi thin
the home and nueses shall be excluded from the provisions of the bill.

2. Appointment of & woman member on the Industrial Commission.

3., Amending the minimum wage law to hold employers accountable for violations
of rulings of the Commission after published notice has been duly given.

Committee on Child Welfare (Mrs, Bipene Dieudonne, Ghairmen )

1, State appropriation to meet the federal aid offered by the Sheppard-Tommer
Aot for protection of maternity and infancy.

2. Appropriation for the refund by the state of ene-third the emount expended
by the counties for allowances to mothers, 2s provided by the county allov
ance lar,

Special m b-committiee of the Council (Mrs, John li. Guise, Chairman)

1. Legislation permitting the ostablishment of a family court, & division of
the distriect court, in the cities of the first class only.

Indorsement of the principle of the indeterminate sentence, opposition to
any effort to repeal the law, and support of such ameridments as give

fuller recognition to zhe pr inciple of the indeterminate sentence than
the present lav provides,

Committee on Legal Status of Vomen (Miss Florence ﬁqﬂihgn,_ghgirman}

1., Indorsement of the polisy that any discriminaticns or inequalities which

women suffer under the laws of this state bhe renedied by sp?cific
statutory measures,




RESOLUTIONS T0 BE RECCHMENDED TQ THE STATE CONVENTION OF THE
MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

Submitted by the Committee on Efficiency in Government.

BUDGET

VHEREAS, Reduction in the great burden of taxation can come only through reduction
in the cost of government by means of economy and efficiency, and
All leading governments of the world including the government of the
United States and that of forty-six of our forty-eight states have adopted
some form of budget making as an economical and safe device for the col-
lection and dicbursement of public money, and

WHEREAS Sound budget procedure is fundament21ly dependent upon a strong coordi-
nated form of government,

BE IT RESOLVED, That we favor,
1. Such legislation looking to reorganization of our state administra-
tive departments as is necessary to carry out the provisions of our
present budget law as set forth in Chapter 356, Session Laws of 1915,
2. Such additional legislation bearing on the administration of publie
finance 2s is necessary to bring Minnesota up to modern standards in
budget procedure,

CIVIL SERVICE

BE IT RESOLVED, That the utmost influence of the Minnesota League of Women Voters
be exerted in opposition to any attempt to undermine the Merit System in
our federal administretive service, and that every effort be supported
looking to the estcblishment of the same in our state administrative de-

artments.

MR¥CT PRIMARY

» The League of Tomen Voters is organized in the belief that the demo-
cratio ide~ls upon which our government is founded may be realized only
through the active and intelligent participation of all its citizens in
all the processes of popular election, and

WHEREAS The direct primary =ffords an opportunity for such direct participation
in the sclection of czndidates for all elective offices,

BE IT RESOLVED, That the Minnesota League of Women Voters affirm its support of
the direct primary, and thaot, in case new legislation is proposed,
support be given only to amendments tending to make nominctions more
representative of the masses of voters,

PROPORT TONAL REPRESENTAT ION

S, A representative form of government can function properly only vhen the
minority as well as the majority secure their fair share of representa-
tion in the legislative body vhich acts in the name of the @ ople, and

THEREAS Under the election system in general use in American municipalities, the
voters are divided into vinners and losers, thus depriving the minority
of representation,

BE IT REBLVED, That the Minnesota League of Tomen Voters indorse the principle
of proportionzl representation as set forth in the Hare system of voting,
which has demonstrated through actuzal use in many countries and in three
Ameriocan cities, that no vole is ineffective in on election by proper-
tional representation metheds,

WOMAl'S BUREAU, EXTENSION DIVISION, UNIVERSIY OF MINNESOT

Minne sota women have been granted suffrage at a period when ® cial, in-
dustrial and politieal problems are more difficult to understand than
ever before, and '
FAS These u‘o“lams can be solved only through intelligent cooperation of
private citizens and publiec officizls, and
WHEREAS 1Intelligent cooperation is impossible without,
1. A thorough understanding of our complicated machinery of govermment.
2. An =zccurate knovwledge of actuzl results vthieh have been and are bein
abtzined through our government,
3. Reliable information concerning the multitude of renedles for ac-
knovledged defects in our ﬁo;ernment vhich are being brought forvar
BE IT RESOLVED, Thzt the lMinnesota Lezgue of Tiomen Voters respectfully request
the University of linnesotn to make available to the new women voters of
the state its weslth of material bearing on these fundamental requisd tay
for cilizenship, by establishing =2 Tomea's Bureau in the Extension Divi.

vhich was created fur the purpose of taking the University te the adult
poptation of the «fat

-




ADOPTED PROGRAM
COMMITTEE ON WOMEN IN INDUSTRY

MISS MARY McDOWELL, Chairman
I. LEGISLATIVE MEASURES:

1. Federal (Active):

(a) Adequate appropriation for Women's Bureau of the
United States Department of Labor.

(b) Legislation for reclassification of Federal Civil Service
without discrimination on the ground of sex.

2. Federal (Reserve):

(a) Appointment of qualified women in all public agencies,
commissions, or tribunals, Federal, State and local,
dealing with the interests of women,

(b) Establishment of a Federal employment service in the

Department of Labor with an adequate appropriation,
with a woman as associate director (or in a position at
least equal in authority according to the plan of organ-
ization of the service).
Enlarging of Federal and State Civil Service Commis-
sions so as to include three groups in which men and
women shall be equally represented; namely, represen-
tatives of the administrative officials, of the employees,
and of the general public, and the delegating to such
commissions of full power and responsibility for the
maintenance of an impartial, non-political and efficient
administration,

3. State:

(a) The limitation of the hours of work for wage-earning
women in industrial undertakings to not more than 8
hours in any one day, or 44 hours in any one week, and
one day’s rest in seven.

(b) The prohibition of night work for women in industrial
occupations.

(c) The establishment by law of a Minimum Wage Com-
mission with power to fix and enforce minimum wages
which will msure to the working women a proper
standard of health, comfort and efficiency.

(d) Adequate appropriations for the enforcement of labor
laws.

(e) The prohibition of the employmient of women six weeks
before and after child birth.

Adopted at Baltimore, April, 1922,
By
NATIONAL LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

(Send to Organization Department, 25 Traction Building, Peru,
Indiana for extra copies, 60c¢ per 100, including postage.)




ADOPTED PROGRAM

COMMITTEE ON UNIFORM LAWS CONCERNING
WOMEN.

MRS. CATHARINE WAUGH McCULLOCH, Chairman
I. LEGISLATIVE MEASURES:
Federal:

(a) Active support of the principle of independent citizen
ship for married women, through such legislative mea-
sures as shall be determined by the National Board.

(b) Continued support of the Sterling-Lehilbach bill for
reclassification of civil service.

2. State;

(a) Continued survey of the legal and political status of
women in the several states.

(b) Active work for such of the following measures as are
needed in the several states:

1. Removal of all common law disabilities of married

women,
F.qual guardianship by both parents of the persons
and property of the children.

Eligibility of women for jury service with exemp-
tion for mothers of young children in addition to the
usual exemptions allowed men; abolition of unit
vote of jurors in civil cases.
Just civil service laws in all municipalities and states
now under the spoils system, and improvement of
existing laws to provide a strict merit system of ap-
pointment and promotion without regard to sex.
Abolition of common law marriages; minimum mar-
riage age for women, without consent of guardian,
to be 18 years, for men, 21 years; health certificates
to be required ; causes for divorce to be the same for
men and women ; statutes to prohibit the evasion of
marriage laws in other states.
Minimum age of consent 18 years,
Mothers’ pensions with minimum amount adequate
and definite; the maximum amount left to the dis-
cretion of the administering court and the benefits of
all such laws extended to necessitous cases above
the age specified in the law at the discretion of the
administering body.
Abandonment of wife and child to be made a crim-
inal offense for which extradition may be demanded.
{OVER)




9, Removal from weomen of all legal disabilities such as

inability to hold office, to be notaries, or to sign legal
petitions.

II. METHODS:

Women voters should be adequately represented at all
party conventions, and on all partisan committees and
boards eleated by the voters.

The National League of Women Voters having secured
within the two years of its existence the enactment of
more than 60 measures in 28 states materially improving
the legal and civil status of women, the continuance of
its programme of securing separate specific legislation
to remedy legal discriminations against women is de-
clared to be the policy of the League. Blanket legis-
lation on these subjects is disapproved.

Adopted at Baltimore, April, 1922,
By
NATIONAL LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

(Send to Organization Department, 25 Traction Building, Peru,
Indiana, for extra copies, 50¢ per 100, including postage.)




ADOPTED PROGRAM
COMMITTEE ON CHILD WELFARE

MRS. DOROTHY KIRCHWEY BROWN, Chairman

LEGISLATIVE MEASURES:

Federal (Active):
(a) Adequate appropriations for the Children’s Bureau.

2. Federal (Reserve):
(a) Federal aid to the States to promote physical education
in the schools.

: )

3. State:

(a) Immediate acceptance of the Sheppard-Towner Act by
all the States which have not yet accepted it; matching
by all the States of their share of the Federal appro-
priation; and formal ratification by the State legisla-
tures in which the acceptance has been made by the
Governor only.

State school attendance and child labor laws that em-
body the standards included in the “Minimum Stand-

ards for Child Welfare,” particularly raising the age of
compulsory school attendance to 16 and providing for
proper physical examinations for children entering em-
ployment.

Adequate provision for detecting children in need of
special care and legislation necessary for the better
protection of these children (dependent, defective and
delinquent children), in accordance with the provisions
of the “Minimum Standards,”

[1. STANDARDS OF CHILD WELFARE:

The “Minimum Standards for Child Welfare,” adopted
by the Children’s Bureau Conference of 1919, were en-
dorsed by the National League of Women Voters at its
Convention in 1921. The Standards include every
phase of child life and the protection which should be
given to it by modern civilization. They cover the sub-
jects of Children entering Employment, Public Protec-
tion of the Health of Mothers and Children, (Matern-
ity, Infants and Pre-School Children, School Children,
Adolescent Children), Children in Need of Special Care,
Recreation, and Child Welfare Legislation. They
form a complete program toward which every State

{(OVER)




should work and by which it should measure its pro-
gress toward adequate care of its children,

We therefore recommend that the League again en-
dorse the “Minimum Standards,” and that these Stand-
ards be used as a guide in formulating and administer-
ing legislation.

III. RESOLVED, That the Committee on Child Welfare rec-
ommend to the State Leagues the study of the scienti-
fic work being done in the laboratories of the country
for the saving of child life.

Adopted at Baltimore, April, 1922,
By
NATIONAIL LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

(Send to Organization Department, 25 Traction Building, Peru,
Indiana, for extra copies, 50¢ per 100, including postage.)




SELECTED WORKING PROGRAM
DEPARTMENT OF EFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT
1922-1923
MISS BELLE SHERWIN, Chairman.

I. Continue own State Program
Or Begin it by Conference in November.
II. Prepare popular digest of State Election Laws and make
practical use of it by sending to each local league
1. Before the Direct Primary
a. Easily read and apprehended statement of the

State Primary Law.
b. Definite detailed plan to get the women to vote in
the Primary with information on candidates.
Before the General Election, November seventh,
a. Brief, easily read and attractive form of state Elec-
tion Laws.
b. Outline of study for October programs in com-
parison with principles of model election system.
III. Study of Merit System in Civil Service.
After the General Election, according to a plan furnish-
ed by the State or National Department (ready in Oc-
tober.)




SELECTED WORKING PROGRAM
COMMITTEE ON CHILD WELFARE
1922-1923
MRS. LARUE BROWN, Chairman
Active Federal Legislation:
a. Adequate appropriations for Children’s Bureau.

II. State Legislation:

Immediate acceptance of the Sheppard-Towner Act

by all the States which have not yet accepted it;

matching by all the States of tl share of the Fed-

eral appropriation ; and formal 1cation by the State
legislatures in which the acceptance has been made
by the Governor only.

State school attendance and child labor laws that em-
body the standards included in the “Minimum Stand-
ards for Child Welfare,” particularly raising the age
of compulsory school attendance to 16 and providing

for proper physical examinations for children enter-

ing employment.




ADOPTED PROGRAM
COMMITTEE ON LIVING COSTS

MRS. EDWARD P. COSTIGAN, Chairman
LEGISLATIVE MEASURES:

I. Federal (Active):

(a) Co-Operative Associations.—The support of Federal
legislation removing all legal restrictions which ham-
per the effectiveness of co-operative associations or-
ganized and conducted in accordance with Rochdale
principles.

Home Economics.—The support of legislation giving
enlarged appropriations for vocational education in
Home Economics.

Federal (Reserve):

Markets.—T'he enactment by Congress of a law in aid
of local markets giving such markets the benefits of
scientific information, government inspection, certifica-
tion of products, and the use of railroad terminal facil-
ities,

Agricultural Fertilizers.—That the Government be urg-
ed to take the necessary steps to increase the produc-
tion of nitrates and other necessary chemical elements
needed in agriculture by the completion and utilization
of plants already in process of construction, and that
in the event of the refusal of Congress to approve such
government operation the government be urged to
accept the offer which best safeguards this great asset
still owned by the people.

Support of Governmental Agencies.—That continued
support be given to the Federal Trade Commission, also
to all effective work of the Department of Agriculture
and the Department of Justice, tending to prevent un-
fair acts by combinations, including open price associa-
tions, which unduly increase the cost of living.

Endorsement of a thorough governmental investigation
of the costs of producing and distributing coal m the
United States and the publishing of the reports of such
investigation.

3. Enforcement:

(a) Packer Control.—That the operation of the judicial de-




cree of 1920 issued under the agreement betwéen the
United States Attorney General and the “Packers;”
also the effectiveness of the law regulating the Pack-
ers, enacted by Congress in 1921, be treated as subjects
for continued investigation and report.

4. State (Active):

(a) Encouraging genuine co-operative associations.

(b) Aiding municipalities in securing adequate facilities for
markets, slaughter houses, milk depots, and other ne-
cessary terminals.

(c¢) Tending to eliminate profiteering.

(d) Forbidding waste and improper hoarding of food.

(e) Regulating the time foodstuffs may be kept in cold
storage,

(f) Preventing manipulation and other unfair practices
which result in unjustifiable increases in the prices of
necessities.

(g) Establishing efficient Market Bureaus.

5. State (Reserve):

(a) The support of state and Federal legislation which will

prohibit the manufacture and sale of filled milk.

(b) That home demonstration work, in conjunction with
the States Relations Service of the Department of Ag-
riculture, be approved and supported, and increased ap-
propriations urged for the extension of these activities.

(c) That provision be made in State Agricultural Colleges
for experimentation in Home Economics.

EXPLANATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS

The Living Costs Committee, as a result of its investiga-
tions, has found:

THA'T the high cost of living is in large measure caused by
unorganized and wasteful methods in the distribution and use
of food:

THAT the unfair manipulation and private control, by
large food organizations and combinations, of markets and the
facilities for trade and distribution, are discouraging produc-
tion and increasing prices to consumers;

THA'T open price associations, recently condemned by the
Supreme Court of the United States, have resulted in detri-
mental practices, are preventing the natural decline in prices

to normal competitive levels, and are thereby adding to the
consumer’s burdens.
Open Price Associations.

“Open Price Associations” distribute to members informa-
tion in regard to costs, prices, production and available supply
and demand. The tendency of this practice is to bring about
uniform prices and to maintain them at artificially high levels
by curtailing production and supply.

Rochdale Co-Operative Principles.

The basic Rochdale principles are:

1. One vote for each member, regardless of the number of
shares held.

2. Unrestricted membership with shares of low denomina-
tion.

3. Invested capital to receive not more than a low rate of
fixed interest.

4. Goods to be sold at prevailing market price.

5. Savings represented by the difference between cost and
selling price to be returned to members in proportion to their
patronage after providing suitable reserves.

Adopted at Baltimore, April, 1922,
By
NATIONAL LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

(Send to Organization Department, 25 Traction Building, Peru,
Indiana, for extra copies, $1.00 per 100, including postage.)




ADOPTED PROGRAM
DEPARTMENT OF EFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT

MISS BELLE SHERWIN, Chairman

EDUCATION:

I. Development of individual state programs of study
adapted to the particular political and governmental
problems in each state.

1. By Conferences.of men and women interested
and informed as to those problems, selecting for
study those most pressing or fundamental to
needed reform.

2. By state Schools or Institutes of several sessions
presenting authoritative and practical discus-
sions of the problems selected for study and the
remedies proposed.

. By arranging with each local league for one
program in the yvear as a part of a state pro-
gram.

I1. Publication of a popular digest of the Election Laws of
each state, where such is not already in use, as the bas-
is of a state-wide study of the Election System. It is
urged that this study go forward as rapidly as possible.

I11. Study of the Short Ballot, the Merit System, Budget
Making, fundamental to efficient government in any
political unit. Wherever practicable it is desirable to
include all three subjects, but it is urged that place be
given to the study of the principles of the Merit Sys-
tem and the methods of employment management ap-
plicable to it.

LEGISLATION:

No immediate legislation is recommended, FEach state

has a distinct political development, and uniform proced-

ure is not possible. It is recommended that each State

[.eague after study of the law most needed, lend its influ-

ence in support of it.

It is, however, urged that the utmost influence of the

League be exerted.

1. In opposition to any attempted repeal of the state
Primary Laws and that support to be given to pro-
posed amendments which tend to make nominations

(OVER)




more representative of masses of the people.

In opposition to any undermining of the Merit Sys-
tem in our Civil Service and that support be given to
measures which will make its operation more effic-
ient.

Adopted at Baltimore, April, 1922,
By
NATIONAL LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

(Send to Organization Department, 25 Traction Building, Peru,

Indiana, for extra copies, 50¢ per 100, including postage.)




ADOPTED PROGRAM
COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

MRS. WALTER DUBOIS BROOKINGS, Chairman
I. LEGISLATIVE MEASURES:

1. Federal (Active):

(a) Federal Department of Education.

2. Federal (Reserve):

(a) Adequate financing of public education.
3. State:

(a) Qualified women on every Board of Education in the
United States.

(b) Adequate financing of public education,

(c) Compulsory education for all children between 6 and
16, nine months yearly,

(d) Consolidated rural schools.

(e) Public school adult extension classes (including classes

for aliens.)
(f) Trained teachers in all schools,

(g) English the basic language in all schools where courses
in general education are conducted.

Adopted at Baltimore, April, 1922,
By
NATIONAL LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

(Send to Organization Department, 25 Traction Building, Peru,
Indiana, for extra copies, 60c per 100, including postage.)




SELECTED WORKING PROGRAM
COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
1922-1923
MRS. WALTER DUBOIS BROOKINGS, Chairman
MRS. ERNEST J. MOTT, Vice-Chairman
2808 Vallejo St., San Francisco.

Active Federal Legislation:

a. Federal Department of Education.

. State Legislation:

a. Qualified women on every Board of Education in the
United States.

b. Adequate financing of public education.




SELECTED WORKING PROGRAM
COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL HYGIENE
1922-1923

MRS. ANN WEBSTER, Chairman

Active Federal Legislation:

a. pupport of bill transferring work of Interdepartment-
al Social Hygiene Board to the Department of Justice.
. State Legislation:
a. The three state laws:
Anti-Prostitution Law

[njunction and Abatement Law
Ouster Law.

NOTE—Recommendations as to legislation in each state
will be mailed to each Committee Chairman, fitting pro-
posed legislation to the State Laws already enacted.




SELECTED WORKING PROGRAM

COMMITTEE ON UNIFORM LAWS CONCERNING
WOMEN

1922-1923
MRS. CATHARINE WAUGH McCULLOCH, Chairman

Active Federal Legislation:

a. Independent Citizenship for Married Women.
b. Sterling-Lehlbach bill for re-classification of Civil
Service.

. State Legislation:

Continued survey of the legal and political status of wo-
men. The Vice-Chairman \\1]1 put the matter before each
state immediately.




LEBGISLAF IVE PROGRAM

ndopted by the LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL of

for recommendation to the
FOURTH ANNUAL CONVHNTION

i

St, Paul, Cchober 5-7,1922.

Committee on Fdueation (Mrs. Valter ™iorp Chairman)

1., A minimum school not less than eight months.

2 trengbhening the compulsory sttendance low by having a supervisor of
school attendance in the State Depzartment of Educetion.

Provision for part-time continuation schools.
An effective program of physical education encouraged by state aid,
Incressed provision for teacher helpers in rurzl districts,

6. A cqunty board of educaticn to be elected

e county, with pover to
appoant qualified superintendents

5584 1 ywntyr trusnt of ficers

Cormittee on Social Hyciene (Dr, 'thel Ulrich, Chai

1. Legislation tending to eliminate travelling street carnivals.

hard Dietrichson, Chairman)

1, A forty-eight hour week, eight-hour day, 2and one day's rest in seven for
women employed in gainful occupations, provided domestics employed vi thin
the home and nueses shzll be exoluded from the provisions of the bill.

Appointment of 2 woman member on the Industrial Commission.

Amending the minimum wage law to hold employers accounteble for vielations
of rulings of the Commission 2fter published notice has been duly given.

Committee on Child Velfare (iirs, Sagene Dieudonne, Ghairmen )

1. State appropriation to meet the federzl aid offered by the Sheppard-Tormer

L : tion of maternity and infancy,

Appropriation for the refund by the state of one-third the amount expended

by the counties for allovances to mothers, &s provided by the county allov
ance lai.

M. Guise, Chairman)

of a family court, a division of
first oclass only.

2. Indorsement of the principle of the indeterminate sentence, opposition to
any effort to repeal the law, and support of suich smendments as give
fuller recognition to the mr inciple of the indeterminate sentence than
the present law provideg.

Committee on Legal Status of Vemen (ifiss Florence Monahan, Chairman)

1. Indorsement of the policy that zny diseriminations or inequalities which

vomen suffer under the lams of this state be remedied by specific
statutory measures,




RESOLUTIONS TO BE RECQMITEIMTD ™7

MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

Submitted by the Committee on Efficiency in Government.

BUDGET

WHEREAS, Reduction in the great burden of taxation ¢an come only through reduction
in the cost of zovernment br ~eans of economy and efficiency, and

THEREAS All leading goverrierits of the world including the government of the
United States =nd that of forty-six of our forty-eight states have adopted
some form of budget malting as an economical and safe device for the col-
lection and dicsbursement of public money, and

WHEREAS Sound budget procedure is fundamentzlly dependent upon 2 strong coordi-
nated form of government,

BE IT RESOLVED, That we favor,
l. Such legislation looking to reorganization of our state administra-
tive departments 2s is necessary to carry out the provisions of our
present budget law 28 set forth in Chopter 366, Session Laws of 1915,
2+ Such additional legislation bearing on the administration of publie
finance as is necessary to bring Minnesota up to modern standards in
budget procedure.

CIVIL SERVICE

BE IT RESOLVED, That the utmost influence of the iinnesota League of Women Voters
be exerted in opposition to any atiempt to undermine the Merit System in
our federal administrative service, znd that every effort be supported
looking to the estaoblishment of the same in our state administrative de~
partments.

DIRECT PRIMARY

The League of Women Voters is organized in the belief that the demo-
cratio ideals upon which our government is founded may be realized only
through the active and intelligent participation of all its citizems in
all the processes of popular election, and

WHEREAS The direct primary =ffords an opportunity for such direct participation
in the selection of candidates for 2ll elective offices,

BE IT RESOLVED, That the Minnesota League of Women Voters affirm its support of
the direot primary, and that, in oase nevw legislation is proposed,
support be given only to amendments tending to make nominations more
representative of the masses of voters,

PROPORT IONAL REPRESENTAT ION

WHEREAS, A representative form of government can function preperly only when the
minority as well as the majority secure their fair share of representa-
tion in the legislative body vhich acts in the name of the p ople, and

WHEREAS Under the election system in gener=zl use in American municipalities, the
voters are divided into winners and lesers, thus depriving the minority
of representation,

BE IT REBLVED, That the Minnmesota League of "omen Voters inderse the principle
of proportionzl representation ag set forth in the Hare system of voting,
which has demonstrated through actual use in meny countries and in three
American oities, that no vete is ineffective in an election by propor-
tional representation methods,

WOMAN'S BUREAU, EXTENSION DIVISION, UNIVERSIY OF MINNESOTA

WHEREAS, Minnesota women have been granted suffrage at a period when mcial, in-
dustrial and political problems are more difficult to understand than
ever before, and

THEREAS These 1 oblems ean be solved only through intelligent cooperation of
private citizens and public officials, and

TTHEREAS Intelligent cooperation is impossible without,

1. A thorough understanding of our complicated machinery of govermment.

2. An accurate kno-ledge of actuzl results which have been and are being
obtained through our government,

3. Reliable information concerning the multitude of remedies for ac-
knovledged defects in our government, vhich are being brought fervward,

BE IT RESOLVED, That the Minnesota League of Viomen Voters respectfully request
the University of liinnesota to make available to the new women voters of
the state its wealth of material bearing on these fundamental requis tes
for citizenship, by establishing = T"omen's Bureau in the Extension Divisi.

vhich was created for the purpose of talking the University to the adult
population of the state,

-
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LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM FOR 1923 VILL LU
adopted by the Fourth Annual Convention of

THE MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

on recommendation of the Legislative Council

b

Committee on Education (Miss Isabel Lawrence, Chairman)

1. A minimum school term of not less than eight months.

2. Strengthening the compulsory attendance law by having a supervisor of school at-
tendance in the State Department of Education.

3. Provision for part-time continuation schools.

4. An effective program of physical education encouraged by state aid.

5. Increased provision for teacher helpers in rural districts.

A county board of education to be elected by the county, with power to appoint
qualified superintendents and county truant officers.
Committee on Social Hygiene (Dr. Mabel Ulrich, Chairman)
1. Legislation tending to eliminate travelling street carnivals,
2. Legislation for the effective regulation of public dance halls.
Committee on Women in Industry (Mrs. Gerhard Dietrichson, Chairman)

1. A forty-eight hour week, eight-hour day, and one day’s rest in seven for women em-
ployed in gainful occupations, provided domestics employed within the home and nurses shall
be excluded from the provisions of the bill,

2. Appointment of a woman member on the Industrial Commission.

3. Amending the minimum wage law so as to make adequate publication of orders con-
clusive as to service on employers.

Committee on Child Welfare (Mrs. Eugene Dieudonne, Chairman)

1. State appropriation to meet the federal aid offered by the Sheppard-Towner Act for
protection of maternity and infancy.

2. Appropriation for the refund by the state of one-third the amount expended by the
counties for allowances to mothers, as provided by the county allowance law.

Special Sub-Committee of the Legislative Council (Mrs. John M. Guise, Chairman)

1. Legislation permitting the establishment of a family court, a division of the district
court, in the cities of the first class only.

2. Indorsement of the principle of the indeterminate sentence, opposition to any effort
to repeal the law, and support of such amendments as give fuller recognition to the principle
of the indeterminate sentence than the present law provides.

Committee on Legal Status of Women (Miss Florence Monahan, Chairman)

]. Indorsement of the policy that any diseriminations or inequalities which women suffer

under the laws of this state be remedied by specific statutory measures.

RESOLUTIONS
adopted by the Convention on recommendation of the
EFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE
(Mrs. Walter J. Marcley, Chairman)

BUD GET

WHEREAS, Reduction in the great burden of taxation can come only through reduction
in the cost of government by means of economy and efficiency, and

WHEREAS, All leading governments of the world including the government of the United
States and that of forty-six of our forty-eight states have adopted some form of budget making
as an economical and safe device for the collection and disbursement of public money, and

WHEREAS, Sound budget procedure is fundamentally dependent upon a strong co-ordi-
nated form of government,

BE IT RESOLVED, That we favor,

1. Such legislation looking to reorganization of our state admifistrative departments as is
necessary to carry out the provisions of our present budget law as set forth in Chapter 356,
Session Laws of 1915,

2. Such additional legislation bearing on the administration of public finance as is neces-
sary to bring Minnesota up to modern standards in budget procedure.

CIVIL SERVICE

BE IT RESOLVED, That the utmost influence of the Minnesota League of Women Vot-
ers be exerted in opposition to any attempt to undermine the Merit System in our federal
administrative service, and that every effort be supported looking to the establishment of the
same in our state administrative departments.

DIRECT PRIMARY

WHEREAS, The League of Women Voters is organized in the belief that the democratic
ideals upon which our government is founded may be realized only through the active and intel-
ligent participation of all its citizens in all the processes of popular election, and

WHEREAS, The direct primary affords an opportunity for such direct participation in
the selection of candidates for all elective offices.

BE IT RESOLVED, That the Minnesota League of Women Voters affirm its support of the
direct primary, and that, in case new legislation is proposed, support be given only to amend-
ments tending to make nominations more representative of the masses of voters.

PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION

WHEREAS, A representative form of government can function properly only when the
minority as well as the majority secure their fair share of representation in the legislative body
which acts in the name of the people, and

WHEREAS, Under the election system in general use in American municipalities, the voters
are divided into winners and losers, thus depriving the minority of representation,

BE IT RESOLVED, That the Minnesota League of Women Voters indorse the principle
of proportional representation as set forth in the Hare system of voting, which has demon-
strated through actual use in many countries and in three American cities, that no vote is in-
effective in an election by proportional representation methods.

WOMAN’S BUREAU, EXTENSION DIVISION, UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

WHEREAS, Minnesota women have been granted suffrage at a period when social, in-
dustrial and political problems are more difficult to nnderstar_!d th_an ever I}efore) zmd‘ I

WHEREAS, These problems can be solved only through intelligent co-operation of pri-
vate citizens and public officials, and . v

WHEREAS, Intelligent co-operation is impossible u-‘lthO}it. -

1. A thorough understanding of our complicated machinery of government.

2 An accurate knowledge of actual results which have been and are being obtained through

our government, : : :
3. Reliable information concerning the multitude of remedies for acknowledged defects

in our government, which are being brought forward. )

BE IT RESOLVED, That the Minnesota League of Women Voters respectfully request
the University of Minnesota to make available to the new women voters of the state its wealth
of material bearing on these fundamental requisites for citizenship, by establishing a Women’s
Bureau in the Extension Division which was created for the purpose of taking the University
to the adult population of the state.

For information or material concerning this program address
THE MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
313 Meyers Arcade Minneapolis, Minn.
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TENTATIVE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM
FOR 1923 LEGISLATURE

Much of the interest of the State League of
Women Voters will center from January, 1922,
until the Legislature meets in January, 1923
on the deliberations and work of the Interim
Legislative Committee on Education which
was appointed largely at the instigation of
the League at the last session of the Legis-
lature. This Commission upon which sit
members of both house and senate headed by
Hon. W, I. Nolan, Speaker of the House of
Representatives, is now considering and will
soon begin public hearings upon what are
conceived to be the most pre ssing educational
needs of the State. The occasion for such a
Commission was, of course, the mangled
condition in which the General School bill
presented in 1921 was finally passed. The very
fact that this bill was so badly mutilated has
caused a wave of ardor in regard to educa-
tional improvement to flow through the edu-
cational bodies of the state, The program co
sidered and adopted by the Minnesota Educa-
tional Association has never before been so
complete or so well considered and the League
is glad to be able to back \\n] enthusiasm
much of this program. The American Legion,
both National and State, is also standing
sponsor for a fine educational program, but
it is the business of this League, closely in
touch as it is with the mothers of the state.
to ascertain what are the crying educational
needs of the state and to select a few of these
as a definite goal of accomplishment in 1923

These definite needs of the Schools as we see
them, must be embodied in the report of the
Interim Commission to be effective. The Edu-
cational Committee of the League believes that
it is good judgment to recognize and endorse
the larger programs of the Legion and the
M. E. A. but for itself to definitely push to-
ward the incorporation of a few important
things.

A survey of the situation leads the Commit-
tee to present for the consideration of the
LLeague members throughout the State and
lay before the Interim Commission the fol-
lowing tentative program from which to select
measures toward which to direct effort dur-
ing the coming vear with a view to legislative
results.

1. A minimum school term of not less than
eizht months,

2. Raising the standards of school attend-
ance by (a) Increasing from 40 to 60 the
number of days attendance required per pupil
per year in m]u-]ahm,' state aid. (b) Strength-
ening the provisions of the present school
attendance laws. (¢) Providing more ade-
quate machinery for enforcement.

3. DProvision for part time
schools.

4, An effective program of physical
tion encouraged by state aid.

5. Increased provision for
in rural districts.

6. Provision for county boards of education
with power to appoint qualified superintend-
ents,

continuation
educa-

teacher helpers

Mrs. Walter H. Thorp

Chairman of the League’s State Committee on
Education

The League will also probably specially en-
dorse the following recommendations of the
Minnesota Educational Association:

Provision for adequate clerical service in
office of county superintendent.

2. Increased provision for extension of con-
solidation of rural schools with state transpor-
tation of pupils and homes for teachers.

3. Larger appropriations for library service
and a university course for the training of
librarians.

It is of interest to note that
partient of FEducation which prepared last
vear's school bill will ask the Interim Com-
mission to incorporate three measures in the
new school bill. These are:

1. Health work, large enough in scope to
put all the children of the State under com-
petent care.

2. Teacher Helpers. Expert
assist the teachers in the one
schools.

3. County Libraries.
educational system the county library
the important unit instead of the
library. The measure to make the
revision in the county library law
passage at the last legislature and
again considered.

It is not to be
all the changes

the State De-

teachers to
room rural
Under our present
15 made

hool
necessary
failed of
should be

understood that these are
considered neces r by the
Department but merely that it is concentrat-
ing on these three things at this time with
recommendations also in regard the length
of the schoal term which is part of the
L.eague’s tentative pro
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THE WASHINGTON CONFERENCE AND
PUBLIC OPINION

It is generally conceded that the calling of
the Washington Conference was due to pres-
sure of public epinion. During the progress
of the Conference itself there has been more
than one attempt to ascertain public opinion.
It is therefore of the highest importance that
public opinion should be informed and that
it should make itself heard. This is difficult.
It is difficult to guard ourselves on the one
hand, from cynicism and distrust; on the other
from easy optimism, a disposition to accept
promise for fulfillinent. Therefore, the partic-
ular obligation upen thinking people such as
readers of the Woman Voter to follow nego-
tiations carefully.

Pressure for this conference may be said to
have come from three sources. OUne source—
financiers, business men. These saw that the
éxisting competition in armament must lead
to universal bankruptey. They urged that
something be done in the interest of economy.
Has their demand been met? Probably yes.
3y the ten year naval holiday and the limita-
tion on capital ships. A second source—
those who realize the threat of alimost imme-
diate war in the sitnation in the East. Has
the demand that something be. done to avert
this been met? DProbably ves—by the Four
Power Pact to take the place of the old Anglo-
Tapanese Alliance (unless differences in the
interpretation of that treaty lead to its defeat
in the Senate). A third source—the great
popular demand that a way be found by which
wars, all wars, may be prevented. Has this
been met? This is a more complicated ques
tion. The Four Power Pact may help to meet
it. The settlements with China may help to
meet it.

The Four Power Pact appears to be a much
bhetter sort of alliance than the familiar wa
breeding balances of power of the past. It is
better in that (1) it was arrived at with com-
parative publicity and received the viva voce
approval of nine other nations: (2) it consists
of widely separated countries not so likely to
combine against the rest of the world for
some local advantage: (3) Above all it does
not ‘I.r(n_'itic' for force but does ]JI'U‘.":[!(‘ for con-
ference and discussion in case of threatened
trouble.

[f such a pact could have included China
its superiority over alliances of the past would
have been much more obvious. To have i9-
cluded a weak nation like China would have
heen to emphasize its purpose to arrive at
settlements by international justice, not by a
combination of strength for selfish purpose.

Justice to China may, however, be secured
by this Conference by other methods. Whether
or not it is so secured will be one of the tests
by which to judge the actual achievements of
the Conference.

China has presented the Conference with a
311l of Rights—ten points by commaon consent
just and fair. Root has reduced them to form
resolutions. These Japan has accepted “in

principle.” To accept “in principle’” may mean

everything or nothing, depending upon the
application that is made on details. Recently
Mr. Hughes has asked one of the nations
what it meant by the term “accept in prin-
ciple. The question is an example of com-
mon sense, rather ruthless puncturing of
diplomatic nonsense that makes Americans de-
light in their Secretary of State. To learn what
Japan means by “accepting in principle” the
four resolutions in favor of China, watch what
she consents to do about the Shantung rail-
way, about tariff, about Manchuria.

Equally the Naval Disarmament Prog
may help to meet the popular demand for a
way to prevent wars, if it really means disarm
ament and consequently giving up of reliance
on warfare in favor of reliance upon conference
and understanding between nations. Does it?

Not if warfare by capital ships is merely to
be given up in favor of warfare by more mod-
ern naval engines of war. Not if submarines
are to be allowed to multiply and consequently
other auxiliary ships in defense against them.
If this is to be the result of the Washington
Conference it will make a painful impression
upon the popular mind. The danger now is
that in order to allay popular disappointment
and disapproval our delegates might be tempt-
ed to do some complicated trading and obtain
some sort of an agreement about ratios of
tonnage that would be meaningless and use-
less. They might work for a set of rules and
regulations about submarine warfare though
regulations of methods of warfare made in
peace time do not hold in war time. Those
of the Hague Conferences went by the board
as soon as the great war came., Warfare can-
not be made civilized,

No, if there is to be a bad end to the Con-
ference, it is hoped that it will not be dis-
guised from the people. It need not be, if the
people will seek to be understanding. It can
not be, if they are well enough informed to
krow the shadow from the substance. What
thinking people of this country really want is
not a spectacular diplomatic performance and
a g t “Hurrah” over the success of “Our
Conference.” What they really want is the be-

inning of a plan bv which eventually war

elf may be outlawed. In line with this sober

soned demand of thinking people is the

ent suggestion ascribed to President Hard-
ing that the whole submarine question be left
to avother conference of more nations to he
called in the near future.

To do so would serve a double purpose: (1)
It would give France, who is the stumbling
hlock in making plans for peace, a chance to
come to her senses; (2) It would inaugurate
a series of conferences, and establish a habit
of settling international difficulties by under-
standing. It might naturally grow into organ-
ization of the world for peace to take the place
of the familiar organization of the world for

war. M. M. W.
OUR NEXT NATIONAL LEGISLATION

Independent citizenship for married women
will be the next matter fo receive the active
support of the League of Women Voters. This
was a plank of the League's first platform and
was also incorporated m the platforms of both
maior political parties at their last election. An
Independent Citizenship bill has already been
introduced in the Senate and a similar bill will
he presented in the House at an early date
probably incorporated in the House Naturali-
zation bill. Full information in regard to the
terms of the bill and its status in Congress will
bhe given in the next Voter.




FILE COFY

Plan of Work for 1923-1924
As Adopted By
The Fifth Annual Convention
MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
Minneapolis, November, 1923

FOR IMMEDIATE SUPPORT—FEDERAL LEGISLATION

I'he P ¢rmanent Lum[ of Inu[[‘,m'md! 111-41{1
M ! Jllff?u
L7 3 me
e Senate |

The Children’s \nwntllmm
> e :

GENERAL POLITICAL EDUCATION
[nstitutes of Government to be arranged in connection with Congressional District meetings.

Formation of Study Leagues and Round Tables for the study of political science and gov-
ernment, and for discussion of controversial political questions.
Broadcasting of weekly lectures by radio.
Educational exhibits in libraries, and in county and state fairs.
e o B sps hased ‘o e “Know Yo Ow Towi” and “K . G =
prizes 16r DESt papers 1sed on the S OW ir wn fown and A OW Ot
inaires, on international co-operation, and on “How to Get Out the

“Birthday Parties for New Voters” (as suggested by the National League).

Before the presides election, CLASSES FOR VOTERS IN EVERY ELECTION DIS-
RICT.

DIRECT POLITICAL ACTIVITIES

To incre the participation of women as delegates in the conventions of all the political
parties, by the following means:
a. That the Leacue undertake a census of the number of women elected as delegat
to county and other political conventions preceding the national party conventions.

b. That League deputations wait upon the party committees to present the Lea :
attitude concerning adequate representation of women in political conventions,
to confer conce 1g methods of accomplishing it.

the several party committees be invited to send speakers to meeting

: speak on the methods of securing greater representation in political con
ventions.
That the members of the League be urged to attend party mass meetings, caucuses
and conventions in their voting {ln‘-\[’ILl'-\ and participate in the selection of the
committee men and committee women of their respective parties.
That the League publish and interpret state laws and party regulations on the sub-
ject of party primaries and conventions for the instruction of women voters.

To stress emphatically thr 'h local Leagues the necessity of well-qualified women runni
for office, by the following means:
a. Discussion in League meetings.
h. Publicity through newspapers, radio, and The Woman Voter.
c. Honoring by especial attention all women who have been ¢lected fo public office and
have made good.
To aid the voter in securing information by which to judge the qualifications of candidates, by
the following means:
4. Sending of questionnaires to candidates, and publication of returns.
b. Publication of such information about candidates as is a matter of official record.
c. Holding of candidates’ meetings at which all candidates are invited to speak.
To set up as 1‘1{’ rif:f object of the year’s work, A CAMPAIGN TO GET OUT 75 PER
CENT OF THE POSSIBLE VOTE IN THE -PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION.




INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION TO PREVENT WAR
Active support of America’s entiry into the Permanent Court of International Justice, by the
following means among others:
a. Completion of petition.
b. Deputations to senators.
Study of
a. Pro »d plans for the outlawry of war.
b. Existing and proposed agencies of international co-operation.
c. Particular problems, suc Ilu Monroe Doctrine and Reparations.
General campaign of 'unl:li:‘ii_' a education to promote the idea of international co- opera
tion, and of the substitution of law for war as a means of settling international differences.
LAW ENFORCEMENT
Creation of a state committee on law enforcement.
Selection of three measures, one federal, one ate, and one local, for close study by each
'9cal League.
Measures suggested: Federal—Sheppard-Towner; state, revision of state school aid
(survey of every county to see how many districts vote the 20 mill tax), physical edu-
cation law, compulsory school attendance law, dance hall and carnival laws, mini-
mum’ wage, street trades law; local—to be selected.
NEW LEGISLATION
Consideration of new me: , and reconsid eration of measures supported in 1923 but not
passed, by the Legislative Council,
ppointn of an Advisory Committee to represent rural needs.
EFFICIENCY IN GOVFRNMFNT
Support of proposal | 2 stat \
flz';._]m/ut.m: of state committees to visit meetings of State Board of Education and Board
f Control.
fl:-‘m.l/rl ion of committees by local Teagues to visit mee s of council, school board, board
of county commissioners, ete purposes of information and for the sake of constructive
co-operation with local off wherever possible. In the case of gues not located
where me s of the board of county ¢ nissioners are held, the official published re-
ports of etings shoul 1
Study the fulll i Omment

axation.

Bodies, ete.

ADDRESS OF THE STATE PRESIDENT
Miss Marguerite M. Wells
at the
Fifth Annual Convention. Minnesota League of Women Voters
November 7, 1923

Impatience—eagerness to press forward—prevents me from stopping long over
tions to you upon the work of the vear just sing. It has been a4 year of -wu v activity and
some solid achievements. T think you know how happy it makes me to be able to say, as votu
have enabled me to say, that in my opinion the Minnesota League of Women Voters is stro
er today than it ever has been before.

LEGISLATION

Now let us press forward. When we meet again a year from notw, the Legislature will
be close upon conve ng. We shall then have a program of measures which we wish to urge
upon their attention. Tt is true that this program must, in the last resort, be assembled, adjusted,
worked out, by a small group of people, but we shall not be justified in presenting it to the
Convention for your support, nor to the Legislature if it is not the embodiment of the very
carnest desires of the women of every part of this state. “Are you, even vet, satisfied with
the Minnesota wols? Do vou want better teachers and a longer school vear?"” Are you sat-
isfied that county superintendents should be seclected, as even the best of them now must be,
for their vote-getting qualities, or do you wish them to be appointed for their qualifications, by
a board?” re you satisfied that the lawmakers of this state having ordained that the state,
ecognizing the importance of keeping the hnl'l 1e intact, shall assist the locality in giving aid to
families bereft of the father—are you satisfied that this law should be frustrated by the refusal of
one man or a group of men to give the Legislature opportunity to vote the appropriation with-
out which it cannot be carried into effect?” “Are vou satisfied with this situation or are you
profoundly satisfied?”” These questions and others like them ought to be asked during the
coming year of women in every county in the state. They ought to be asked and answered.

REORGANIZATION OF STATE DEPARTMENTS

During the coming year the Interim Committee will make public its report on the reor-
ganization of state departments. The departments through which the state does the public’s
business are not now efficient or adequate. Many functions have been put upon the state since
these departments were created. They need to be made over to meet the situation. This is a
matter of great importance to the public, but thev do not express themselves upon the subject.
They neglect it. They do not know how to make themselves heard Meantime, there are
always a few people whose interest, whose convenience, and whose prejudices ha\(_' become so
involved in the present system that they oppose ehange. They do express themselves. They




LEGISLATIVE  PROGRAM
Adopted by the
LEGISLATIVE COUWCI!. OF THF MINNESOTA LEAGUR OF WOMEN VOTERS
for recommendation to the
STXIH ANNUAL CONVENTIOW

St. Peul, October 2 - &, 1924

EDUCAT TONAL MEASUERES

County Board of Education

L bill providing for the zppointment of the county superintendents of schools

by county bozrds of educzation was introduced into the last session of the Leg-
isleture but foiled to pass. The proposal is thet there shall be a county

bourd of educction of five members in each county elected by the district school
officers assembled in ennual convention. This board shall take over all edu-
cational matters now handled by the board of county commissioners and in addi~-
tion shall eppoint the superintendent,

The sdvantages to be looked for under this plan are that the county superinten-
dent would be relieved from the necessity of conducting a campaign for election
every twe years. This results in his having to divert time and attention from
school affairs and in his becoming politically involved in ways that handicop
him in the performence of his official duties. This proposed plen aaswres the
county superintendent the advice and help of a board deveted te the educantienal
interests of the county. It makes possible the choice of able, professional
edycntors irrespective of their residence in the county. It means little or

no extra cost to the tax payer.

Teacher 's Retirement Furnd

The present law governing the payment of pensions to teachers was enacted in
1916. It was prepasred in response to a demand for some form of pension plen for
teachers throughout the state. Minneapolis, St. Paul and Duluth had already
established systems applying to their own teachers. The theory of a teacher's
insurance and retirement fund supported jointly by payments from teachers and
from the state, is based upon the value to the state of attracting sble indivi-
duals to its teaching positions and of holding them in the profession as one
offering an sssured future. 34 states now heve such funds for pensioning.

Th Minnesota the pensions of $500 a year provided for by law have never been

paid in full. The fund is insolvent owing to inadequate provisions in the law
to supply the necessary income, It has been possible to pay only 40 per cent

of the smounts due to retired teachers. To remedy this situation, & bill was
introduced into the 1922 Lepgisleture to make the fund solvent. The bill was pre-
pared by the pension board pdministering the fund, with the advice of an expert
employed upon authorizetion from the 1921 Legitlature. The bill failed of pass-
gge and will be re-introduced in the coming session of the Legislatuve with
certain minor modificetions.

The details of the Minnesota pension plan including the proposals to make it
solvent are as follows: The cost is borme fifty-fifty by the state and the
teacher. The pens¥on is ¥500 a year providing & teacher hos given 30 ycars of
service and has resched 50 years of age, Retirement at 50 is optional, not ob-
ligetory. Any teecher who leaves the state, withdraws from tesching or is dis-
charged may draw out all she peid into the fund with interest et 4%. This pro-
vision meets the objections of young teachers who do not intend to qualify for
a pension and yet zre asked to pay into the fund. The payment by teachers is
ot the rate of $85 a yesr. The fund virtually provides a savings account for
such teschers as do not remain in state teaching positions and assures to those
who fulfill the requirement of 0 years of service, an snmuity for which the
state bears half the cost.

To secure the funds necesscry to make the fund solvent en ineresase of from
1/20 to 5720 of a mill in the tax levy is proposed. It is considered that the
insolvent state of the fund results in opposition to it among the teachers
themselves. A sound teacher's retirement system is in line with the prsctice
rdonted by lerge industrial and commercial concerns and by the federal govern-
ment in providing retirement allcuances for their employees.,




CHILD WELFARE MEASURES

@hildren's Amendment

The Children's Amendment of Child labor Amendment to the constitution of the
United States proposed by Congress for ratification by the several states, is en
enabling act to permit Congress to pass & federsl c¢hild labor law. TIwo laws
pessed by Congress, one in 1916 and one in 1919, were declared unconstitutional
by the Supreme Court. It was therefore recognized that a constitutional amend=-
ment was necessery to zssure Congress the power to legislate to set a minimum
standard for the protection of children in industry to which all states must con-
form. Certain of the states already have progressive child labor laws and would
not be affected by a federal law.

The text of the amendment is as follows: -

"Section 1. The Congress shall have power to limit, regulete and prohibit the
labor of persons under eighteen years of age.

"Section 2. The power of the several States is unimpaired by this article except
that the operation of state laws shell be suspended to the extent
necessary to give effect to legislation enacted by the Congress."

The Netional League of Women Voters together with other national orgaenizations
such as the American Association of University Women, the General Federztion of
Women's Clubs, National Congress of Parents &and Teachers, the National Council
of Jewish Women, the National Educetion Association, the Netional Federstion of
Business and Professional Women's Clubs, the Young Women's Christian Associationy
the Netional Woman's Christien Temperance Union and the Service Star Legion, have
kakeh action in favor of the amehdment in their national conventiohs. It now
remains for the state orgenizatiohs to support the ratification of the amendment
in the state legislature., Favorable action by the legislatures of 36 of the 48
.gtates is the regquirement for ratification.

ygphers' Pensions Appropriatien

The law providing that the state shall refund to counties one-third of the ex-
penditures for mothers' pensions under the so~-called County Allowance Law, was
enacted in the legislature of 1917. Succeeding legisletures have failed %o pro=
vide the necessary appropriations to permit the refund to counties according to
law. The total payments by couhties for mothers' pensions in the year 1918
smounted to $315,475.57. This total has incressed with each successive year due
to the increasing operation of the law in the various counties of the state.

A request will be presented to the next legislature for an appropriation to cover
only & refund to counties of one-third of the smount expended during the biennizal
period 1923 and 1924. This amounts to $562,795.79.

Infancy and Maternity Appropriation

1'“‘-!!"hﬁg§51 Sheppard-Towner Act passed by’ Congress in November 1921, provided
57773 sid to states on the basis of population, to maetch appropriations
o Bosc for infaney and maternity work. In addition it provided for an
P 1t gift of $5,000 to states accepting the provisions of the sct, Funds
viere provided by Congress for aid to states over & five year period from June
30, 1922 to June 30, 1926.

Minnesota was one of the first states to accept the offer of federal aid. The
legislature appropristed $41,070 in 1921 and $30,000 in 1923 for infancy and
maternity work administered by the State Board of Health through its Division
of Child Hygiene. A reouest will be made in the coming session of the legisla-
ture for a total appropriztion of $42,000 for the biennial period, 1925-26.
This amount will secure the total ellotment available from the federal govern-
ment under the Sheppard-Tovner Act snd will permit the financing of the orogram
of infancy and meternity work already underway in the state.




Amendment to Adultery Lavi

An amendmert to the ocdultery lav is proposed to remove a specific legal discrim-
ination agcinst women existing in our Minnesota luws, The present lew provides
hat the man is guilty of sdultery only if the women is married, regardless of

whether or not he is married. A chonge in the wording of the law to make it

apply equally to men cnd women is svrmested.

Marrisge bill

The proposed bill contains important chenges from the present marriage bill
which ere briefly these: -

The abolition for the future of common law marri.ges, by requiring ¢ license and
a celebration for £11 valid marrisges. Seventeen stcte: hove slready abolished
common law marricges., It is one of the provisions recommended for legisla-

tion by the Committee on Legel Stutus of Women of the National League of Women
Voters,

The consert of parents or gusrdien must be given to males under twenty one and
females under eighteen. This section also provides that no woman under sixteen
end nofian under eighteen shall be capable of contracting merriage with or
without consent. This is the scme as the present Minnesota lew except that the
age for women is now fifteen instead of sixteen zs proposed. Thirteen states
now fix sixteen as the sge of consent to marriage for women.

Under the present Minnesota law epileptic, feeble-minded and insame persons

are not permitted to marry. To these the new bill edds (1) Habitual drenkards,
a provision found in laws of Washington, North Dakote and Iowa; (2) Persons
afflicted with venereal disease, 2 provision found in laws of at least four-
teen states; (3) Persons using mercotic drugs, a new provision, altheugh
soveral states bar issuvance of licenses to persons under influence of drugs
when making epplicetion,

Application for license shall be made at least five days before the license

is issued, This section is new to the Minresota law. A waiting period is pro-
vided for ih the lews of st leest eight stetes ~ smong others Maine, Massachu-
setts end Wisconsin.

The new law redguires thet both parties to the marriage must cppecr before the
license officer at some time before the license is issued., One of the parties
must appear in person at the time of appligation for ligense, The present
Minnesots luw requirec only ofie applicent to appear.

Family Court

The Femily Court or Court of Domestic helations is ¢ device to unite into one
court all actions concerning the family which are now tried in various courts.
At the present time court cction in which the wzlfare of the family is concerned
may be tuken in any one of a number of different courts and be heard before
judges who have no specicl training or experience in that aspect of the law,
Most court actions with respect to the family fall definitedly within the field
ayentive justive. The procedyre of +kf court should be adapted to the

af the situations involved gs is the  case at present with the Juvenile

ztaes such as New York end Chicago maintein separate courts for such czses,
The proposed bill for Minnesots provides only for an extension of the function
of the Juvenile Court, rhere the district courk judgés deem it edvisable, %o
cases immediately involwving the marital reletion and the welfare of children.
Since Juvenile Courts exist only in counties having z population of 33000 or
more, the law would apply only in the counties of Hemsey, Hennepin, St. Lovis,
Winona, Stearns, Polk, Ottertsil. It would mean a saving of duplication and
cost in the handling of cases and would enable the Juvenile Court judge to
have the zssistence of probution officers snd medicel or psychistric cdvisors

nov. attached to Juvenile Courts,




r Yetober 29

Minnesota

EDUCATIONAL MEASURES

wounty Board of Bducation:

A bill providing super intendents of sc*ools %y

county board of educat was 1 at the 25& session of the le

but failed to pass.

The proposed

n 4 - 4 3
le Younty bos f edueatit f five membe each county slected by
the district ] '

The county board o 3 : (v ver all educeti 1 math
The mty 1 f e ) ;ake over all educetional matters

now handled by the board of county commissioners.

0

pointment of county superintendent of schools by county board of

rement Fund:

iy

Ty n T - e .. d R 0 ’ = s 4
&W providing 2 peyment of teache: pension 0

it s ‘.
outside the three citie A T8 Ed 1n g91o Lecaus LAO’ uate

been po"":hﬁa 0 pay only

o
4-
u

retired

r emedy intr oduced

Gion,

legislature, which failed to pess ; Wi be introduced again in 1926

e e

ually by the

vear
JEEBT »

Amendment:
nst e
iecation by

‘n'-' Congress,
oupreme Court,

the amendment prov

and prohibig

this article

18
laws shall be suspende the extent neces

enacted by the Cong




“ensions Appropri

providing th

o 1 i
nothers Allowance

have failed

of $562,795.00 to
total expenditures

federal
states
to

ment

1€ present

ried

spnly

[N -]

L=

21l and

of con=-







FILE COPY: o

Published with The Woman Voter for October 29, 1924,

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM FOR 1925
adopted by
THE MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
at the

Sixth Annual Convention in St. Paul

EDUCATIONAL MEASURES

County Board of Education:

A bill providing for the appointment of county superintendents of schools by county boards
of education was introduced at the last session of the legislature but failed to pass.

The proposed bill provides for:

1. County board of education of five mzmbers in each county elected by the district
school officers in annual convention.

2. The county board of education to take over all educational matters now handled by
the board of county commissioners.

3. Appointment of county superintendent of schools by county board of education.

Teackers' Retirement Fund:

The present law providing for the payment of teachers’ pensions of $500 a year in the state
outside the three cities was enacted in 1915. Because of inadequate funds, it has been possible to
pay only 40 per cent of the amounts due to retired teachers. To remedy this situation, a bill
to make the fund solvent was introduced into the 1923 legislature, which failed to pass. It will
be introduced again in 1925,

The proposed bill provides that:

1. The cost is to be shared equally by the state and the teacher. Payment by teachers
is at the rate of $54 a year.

2. The pension is $500 a year, providinz a teacher has given 30 years of service and has
reached 50 years of age. |

/ 3. Retirement at 50 is optional¥ Teachers retiring before 50 or leaving the state may
Y draw out all they have paid into the fund with 4 per cent interest.

CHILD WELFARE MEASURES

Children’s Amendment:

This amendment to the federal constitution is submitted by Congress for ratification by the
several states—ratification by 36 states being necessary to make it an amendment. Two laws
passed by Coungress, one in 1916 and one in 1919, were declared unconstitutional by the Su-
preme Court. It was therefore recognized that a constitutional amendment was necessary to
assure Congress the power to legislate to set a minimum standard for the protection of children
in industry in all states.

The text of the amendment provides:

Section 1. The Congress shall have power to limit, regulate and prohibit the labor of
persons under 18 years of age.

Section 2. The power of the several states is unimpaired by this article except that the
operation of state laws shall be suspended to the extent necessary to give effect to legisla-
tion enacted by the Congress.

Mothers’ Pensions Appropriation:

The law providing that the state shall refund to counties one-third of the expenditures for
mothers’ pensions under the so-called County Allowance Law, was enacted in the 1917 legislature.
Succeeding legislatures have failed to provide the appropriations necessary to permit the refund,

The request in 1925 will be for an appropriation of $562,795.00 to cover only the refund
to counties of one-third of the total expenditures during the biennial period 1923-24,




Infancy and Maternity Appropriation

The Federal Sheppard-Towner Act passed by Congress in 1921 provided for federal aid to
states on the basis of population, to match appropriations made by states for infancy and ma-
ternity work, It provided for an outright gift of $5,000 to states accepting the provisions of the
act. Congress provided funds for payments to states over a five-year period from June 30, 1922,
to June 30, 1926. The Minnesota legislature appropriated $41,070 in 1921 and $30,000 in 1923.
The Division of Child Hygienc of the State Board of Health administers the fund,

The request of the 1925 legislature will be for $42,000 for 1925-26—the sum necessary to
secure the total allotment of aid available from the federal government under the Sheppard-
Towner Act, and to permit the financing of the program of infancy and maternity work
already under way in the state.

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES

Amendment to Adultery Law

The present law provides that the man is guilty of adultery only if the woman is married,

regardless of whether he is married or not.

An amendment to the adultery law will be proposed changing the working of the law
to make it apply equally to men and women—thus removing a specific legal discrimination
against women.

Marriage Bill

In Minnesota the age for women is now 15 instead of 16 as proposed. Epileptics, feeble-
minded and insane persons are now not permitted to marry. Only one applicant must appear
before the license is granted.

The proposed bill will provide:

1. That in future common law marriages be abolished by requiring a license and a cele-
b‘ration for all valid marriages. Seventeen states already have abolished common law mar-
riages.

2. The consent of parents or guardian must be given to males under 21 and females
under 18. No woman under 16 or man under 18 shall be capable of contracting marriage
with or without consent.

3. Habitual drunkards, persons afflicted with venereal diseases, persons using narcotic
drugs, shall be added to list of people not permitted to marry.

4, Application for licenses shall be made at least five days before license is issued.

5. Both parties must appear before license officer at some time before the license is
issued, one party appearing in person at the time of application.

EFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT MEASURES

Recognizing three outstanding problems to be solved by a reorganization of Minnesota's
administrative departments, the Department of Efficiency in Government presented the follow-
ing recommendations as standards for action by the convention. They were accepted as follows:

A General Consolidation Bill:

To effect consolidation and simplification of the ninety-three administrative departments
into fewer divisions determined on a functional basis.

To avoid waste and duplication of effort and personnel among departments administering
similar functions.

To produce a visible government and focus public attention upon public business by
making clear the responsibility of the governor for departments over which he has appoin-
tive power,

Executive Budget Bill:
That will make the governor responsible for the preparation of a budget for legislative
scrutiny and action.
That will provide adequate facilities for technical staff assistance to the governor for the
preparation of such a budget.
That will vest in the governor the power of administering the provisions of the budget
as adopted by the legislature,

Bill for Salary Standardization:
That will standardize salaries according to the principle of equal pay for equal work.
That will provide standardized titles based upcn the actual duties of the various posi-
tions in the public service.

Bill for Administration of Public Personnel:
To guarantee recruitment and promotion through merit in line with the best personnel
standards of public and private employment.

Additional copies of this program wmay be obtained from headquarters of
The Minnesota League of Women Foters
1639 Hennepin Ave.,
Minneapolis, Minn
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Public Weltare i n Governmentc
EDUCATIONAL MEASURES

County Board of Education

A

A bill providing for the appointment cf the county superintendent of schools by
county boards of education was introduced into the last session of the legis lature
but failed to pass. The propocal is that there shall be an elected county board of
e¢ducation of five members. It is proposed thet this board shell take over all
educational matters now handled by the board of county commissioners and in addition
shall appoint the superintendent,

The eadvanteges to be looked for under this plan are that the county superintendent
would be relieved of the necessity of conducting & cempaign for election every two
years, This results in his having to divert time and sttention from school affaire
and in his becoming politically involved in weys that handicap him in the perfor-
mence of his official duties. The proposed plan sssures the county superintendent
the advice and help of 2 board devoted to the educational interests of the countye.
It makes possible the choice of able, professional educators irrespective of their
regsidence in the county. It mcans little or no extra cost to the tax payer.

Teachers' Retirement Fund

The present law governing payment of pensions to teachers wes enacted in 1915, It
wag prepered in response to a2 demand for some form of pension plan for teachers
throughout the state, Minnespolis, St. Paul end Duluth had slreedy establizhed
systems applying to their own teachers. The theory of & teachers' insurance and
retirement fund suprorted jointly by paymente from teachers and from the state, is
based ypon the value to the state of ettracting able individusls to its teaching
positions and of holding them in the profession 24 one offering an assured future.

In Minnesota the pensions of five hundrcd dollers & year provided for by the 1915
law have never been pcid in full, The fund is insolvent owing to inadequate pro-
visions in the law to supply the necessary income., It has been possible to pay only
40% of the amounts due to retired teachers, To remedy this situation, 2 bill weas
introduced in the 1923 legislsture and again in the 1925 legislature providing for
certain changes in the law and for an ineresse in the tex levy to secure the necea-
sary funds. The bill failed of passege 2nd will probably be re-introduced in sub-
stantially the same form in the coming session of the legislature,

Changes in State Aid to Increase School Term

A bill to increesse the legal term in the public schools of the state from six to
seven months wae introduced into the 1923 legislature, with the support of the
League of Women Voters, a2nd becamc a law, The good results of this ineresse in the
school term have been marked. Only 3.6 per cent of pupils in the public schools of
the state are in schools meinteincd for seven months only; 76 per cent have a nine
months' or more school term and the remeinder have an eight months' tera. Some
twenty thousend children in the state are represented in the 3.6 per cent of pupils
in schools with a2 seven months' term. It is this group that will be benclited by
the proposed change in 2id that will tend to lengthen the school year by increasing
aid to schools with & longer term and withholding certain 2id from ehorter term
schools,
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Changes to Improve the Supplemental Aid Lew

The present law provides; by an smendment passed in 1923, for payment of supplemental
gid in any echool district in which 2 tax levy of 20 mille does not yield the equi~
velent of $40 for e2ch pupil who has sttended the publioc school of the district et
leagt forty days during the =chool year. This amendment merked an epoch in Minne-
sota school aid distribution. Before this, state aid had persistently flowed to the
richer parts of the state,

To improve further the administration of state 2id in the interest of equalizing the
educetional opportunity for children in the poorer school distriots, certain amend-
ments ere proposed for support in the coming legisleturc. Their adoption will con-
stitute recognition of the responsibility of the state to provide equal educational
opportunities for its children.

Provieion for Teachers' Tenure

The propoeal for a Teachers' Tenuyre bill is mede 4o agcure stability in the teaching

force for the benefit of children in the public schools of the state, It ie pro-
posed that the bill shall apply to the three first-cless cities and shall include a
provision for a ¢ - - * probationery period during which teachers may be dis-
missed without reference to the standarde set by the bill., It would require that,
at the end of the ".'-. .- period, teachers are still subject to dismissal but
only for csuse and in accordasnce with a special procedure including 2 hearing by the
board of educstion and representation by legel counsel. It is thought that such a
meagure would raigse the morale of the teaching group by giving permanence snd
stability to their situation.

CHILD WELFARE MEASURES

Support of the Child Labor Amendment

Ratificetion of the Child Lebor Amendment in the last sesesion of the legislature was
cefeated with only two votes to spere in both the House and the Senate. It is felt
thet further progress in state Child Lebor legislation as well as adequate enforee~
ment of existing state Cchild Lebor Lews will be hendicapped if support of the
federal amendment as proposed by Congress in June 1924, should bte abandoned.
Minnesote, as 2 state with good Child Labor Laws, is one o thoge that ehould
support the amendment to empower Congress to set minimum stenderds below which no
state may fall.

dupport of an Appropriation for Maternity and Infancy Work

The federal Sheppard-Tovwner Act passed by Congress in November 1921, provided for
federal aid to states, apportioned on the Lssis of populetion, to match appropria-
tions mede by stetes for infeanoy and meternity work. 1In eddition it previded for en
outright gift of $5000 to states suprorting the provieions of the set. Funds were
provided by Congrese for aid to states over s five-year period from June 30, 1822 te
June 30, 1527,

A bill te extend the federal appropriation for an edditional two years' perisd
passed the Pouge April 5, 1926, but was not voted upon in the Senate. The bill
retezins ite place on the Senste calendar for the re-convened sesszion of Congress on
December 6, and it is hoped thet favorable sction will then be taken.

Minnesote was one of the first states to accept the offer of federal aid. The

stete program of work under the act dates from July 1, 1922, federal funds having
become available in March of the same yesr. The legislature of 1923 appropriated
$15,000 a year for 1523-1624, an amount insufficient to secure the meximum federsl
aid aveilable to Minnesota. The 1925 legislature raised the appropristion te
$21,000 2 year, thus securing the meximum federsl allotment. Minnecota has zlss ha?
the federal gift of $5000 each year provided to states sccepting the act.
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Ti is important to note thet the fund for Sheppard-Towner work is the smallest
iiem in the totsl budget of more then 4% million dollars received by Minnesota in
federal eid during the year 1325, The federal =2id for infancy and maternity wark
unted to .8% of the totel federal aid in comparison with 67.5% received for
; 22% for national guard; 9.2% for education; and 7% for forests and fire
ion.
An eppropriation to sssure the continuesnce of the excellent work sdministered by
the Department of Child Hygiene of the Minnesote State Board of Health will be
cked from the 1927 legislature,

Appropriation for Refund under Mothers'

The lew providing that the state ¢ counties one-third of the expendi-
tures for county ellowances ts mothers under the so~called Mothers' Fensisn Law

wes enacted in the legislature of 1917. Succeeding legislatures heve failed to pro-
vide the necessary appropriations to permit the refund to counties acecording to lav.

The purpose of the refund rrovision is to make it pogscsible for the state to recem~
mend stenderde to be observed by 21l counties in the state operating under the law,
to assure the best use of loocal and state funds made svasileble for this plir pose

and to equalize the opportunity of ildren throughout the state. The internt of the
lew in this respect is seriously ha °d by feilure of legicletures meelting since
1917 to provide the necessery appropristions to permit the refund to counties
according to law,

A requeet will be presented to the next legislature for an sppropriation to cover
orly a refund to counties of one-third of the amsunt expended during the past
btiennium (1925-26),

Chenges to Improve the Marrisge Law

1

A proposed merriage code containing important changes from the existing Merriage

Law was introduced into the 1925 legislature but failed of passeges A bill or bills
to bring the Minnesota Marriasge Law up to date and make it conform to progressive
standards for this type of legislation will be introduced egain into the 1527
legislature,

Chenges incorporated in the bill as presented in the last legislature, some or =ll
of which will be presented to the 1927 legislature, sre:

1) the abolition for the future of common lew mer
licenzing and celebretion for 2ll valid merris

riages by requiring @
aeE s

L]

2) provision for raising the z2ge at which women shall be capeble of contracting
marrisge, with or without consent of parents, from 15 to 1€ years,

requirement thet both parties to the license muet appear before the license
officer at some time before the license ig issued.

provision for & five-day waiting pericd between the application for and the
issuance of the license,

provision that among those ineligible to contract legel marriage
included habitual drunkerds, persone afflicted with venereal dis
persons using narcotic drugs. The suggestinu hae been made that in

addition it is desirsble to require license clerks t> "*ake judicial notice"
of information submitted to them on epileptic, feeble-minded and insane
persong who are not permitted to merry under the existing law; and pro-
viding for a penelty for non-observance of such s regulation.

hall te
g

g
ease, and
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OTAER MEA3URES

cmendment to Minimum Wage Leaw

The Minimum Wege Law was enacted by the lep;islature of 1313. 1Its operation was
held up until March 1918 by s restraining order obtained by the Minnesota
Employers' Association on the ground that the law was unconstitutional. A%t that
time the Supreme Court of Minnesota decided in favor of the constitutionality of
the law snd it beceme operative,

In March 1921 the duties of the Minimum Wage Commission in administering the law
were taken over by the newly created Minnesota State Industrial Commission, Great
progress was made in the yesrs from 1918 to 1925 in education directed to an
understanding of the law by employers and by the general public,

The law as it spplies to edult women ceased to be enforced by the State Industrial
Commission after June 1925, follswing certain decisions of the U. S. Supreme Court
and of the Minnesota Supreme Court which are reviewed in an article on "The
Minimum Wage Situation in Minnesota" published in the Minnesota Woman Voter for
Merch 1926,

An emendment to the Minimum Wage Law is recommended to provide thst the word
"minor" in the law shall be defined to be a person under 21 years of age. Such an
amendment would give women workers protection for three addit ional years and would
serve to remove one of the legel discriminatioms against women which still remain
on the statutes. It would meke the age of mejority for women under this law the
same as for men,




Minrescta League of Women Voters
1639 Hennepin Aves, Minneapolis
October, 1 9 2 6

EFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT
I
Reaffirming its belief in the simplication of state administrative
departments, the Department of Efficiency in Government recommends Eﬁi_iﬁﬁfgft of
further legislation to strenpthen the existing law within the stendards adopted by
the Minnesota League of Women Voters'! Convention in 1924,

l, Legislation that will effect further consoli d tion of state
departments in order to eliminate waste and duplication znd
to make clearer the responsibility of the governor for depart-
mente over which he has appointive power.

Legislation that will strengthen the executive budget proce-
dure now in operation.

Legizslation that will meke possible improved personnel
administration so that:

g. There will be etandardized titles based
actual duties of the various positio
gerviee;

bs There will be equal pay for equal work;

There will be 2 guarsntee of recruitment and prono-
tion through merit in line with the best personnel
standards of public and private employmenti

sed upon the
nsg in the oublie

II
Believing the Direot Primary is the most representative method of
nominating cendidates to office yet devised, the Efficienoy in Government Depert-
ment recommeénds that the convention wote to:
1. Oppose any legislation thet would ebolish the Direcet Primery;

¢« Favor legiclation providing for improvement of the existing
primary law,

Oppose any legislation thet would reestablish the former

convention system of nominating caendidastes to office.
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PROPOSED LEGISILATIVE PROGRAM
For Action at the Annual State Convention

MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
October 7-9, 1926

EDUCATIONAL MEASURES

Appointment of the County Superintendent of Schools by & County Board
of Education to be elected by district school officers

Revision of the Teachers® Retirement Fund Law to place it on & sound
financial basis

Increase of the legal school term from seven to eight months
Chenges to improve the Supplemental Aid Law

Provision for Teachers?! Tenure

CHILD WELFARE MEASURES
Reaffirming support of the Child Labor Amendment

Support of an appropriation to assure the continuance of maternity
and infancy work

Support of an appropriation to provide for a refund to counties of
one-third of the amount expended under the Mothers' Pension Law,
for allowances to mothers in the last biennium (July 1, 1925 to
June 30, 1927)

MARRIAGE LEGISLATION

Changes to improve the Marriage Law

LOCAL LEAGUES!

BE SURE TO SEND A REPRESENTATIVE TO DULUTH TO VOTE UPON THIS PROGRAM
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THE MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
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EDUCATIONAL MEASURES

County Board of Education

A bill providing for the 2ppointment cof the county superintendent of schools by
county boards of educstion was introduced into the last sesgsion of the legislature
but failed to pass, The proposzl is that there shall be an elected county board of
education of five members. 1t is proposed thet thie board shall take over all
educgational matters nos handled by the board of county commissioners and in addition
shall appoint the superintendent,

The advantages to be looked for under this plan are that the county superintendent
woyld be relieved of the necessity of conducting a cempaign for election every tue
vears. This results in his having to divert time and ettention from schopl affsirs
énd in his becoming politieally involved in weys that handicap him in the perfore
ance of his official duties., The proposed plen essures the county superintendent
>he advice and help of 2 board devoted to the educational interests of the county.
1t makes possible the choice of able, professional educators irrespective of their
residence in the county. It means little or no extra cost to the tax payer.

' Retirement Fund

Tezchers

The present law governing payment of pensions to teachers was enacted in 1915, It
weg prepared in response to 2 demend for some form of pension plan for teachers
throughout the stete. Minneapolis, St. Peul and Duluth had slreedy ecstablished
systems applying to their own teachers, The theory of a teachers' insurance =nd
retirement fund supoorted jointly by payments from teachers and from the state, is
based upon the value to the state of attracting able individuals to its teaching
positions and of holding them in the profession 2s one offering 2n sssured future.

In Minnesote the pensions of five hundred dollers a year provided for by the 1915
lex have never been peid in full, The fuynd is insolvent owing to inadequate pro-
visione in the lew to supply the neccessary income., It has been possible to pay only
40% of the emounts due to retired teschers, To remedy this situstion, & bill wes
introduced in the 1923 legislatyre and ag2in in the 1925 legislature providing for
certain changes in the law and for an incresse in the tax leyy to secure the neces-
gary funds. The bill failed of passsge =nd will probably be re-introduced in sub-
stentially the s2me form in the coming session of the legislsture.

Changes in State Aid to Increase School Ters

A bill to increace the legal term in the public schools of the state from six te
seven menths was intrpduced into the 1923 legislsture, with the support of the
League of Women Veters, and becamec 2 law. The good results of this ineresse in the
school term have been marked. Only 3.6 per cent of pupile in the public schools of
the gtate are in schools mezintainecd for seven months only; 76 per cent kave 2 nine
months' or more school term and the remsinder hsve sn eight monthe' term. Some
twenty thousand children in the stzte sre represented in the 3.6 per cent of pupils
in schools with 2 seven monthe' term. It is this group that will be benefited Ey
the proposed change in cid that will tend to lengthen the scheol year by increasing
aid to schools with & longer term and withholding certsin aid frem shorter term
schools,




Changes tn Imprsve the Supplementz2l Aid Law

The prcesent law pr3v1ith, by en amé¢ndment passed in 1923, for payment of supplementzal
5id in 2ny echool district in which 2 tax levy of 20 mills does not yield the equi-
velent of $40 for cach pupil who hzs attended the public school of the district st

ast forty dsys during the schoal yeore This amendment marked o2n epoch in Minne-
eete echool 2id digtributisn. Before this; state aid had persistently flowed to the
richer parts of the state,

Te improve further the administration of state gid in the interest of ecualizing the
¢ducetionzl opportunity for children in the poorer school districts, certain zmend-
ments are proposed for support in the coming legislature. Their adoption will con-
stitute recognition of the reesvonsibility of the state to provide equal educational
cpportunitics for its children.

s, : =
Provicion for Teacghers' Tenure

The proposal for a Teachers' Tenure bill is mede to gssure stability in the tesching
force for the benefit of children in the public schools of the statec., 1t ie pra-
posed that the bill shall apply t3 the three first-cless citics 2nd shall include a
provision fer 2 ! rro“ntlon ry period during which tezehers may be dis-
missed without reference to the standardes set by the till. It would reguire that;
at the end of the ".--. & crlod eachers are gtill subjeot to dismisszl but
only for cauce gnd in ccnﬂrnfncr Hlth a epecial procedure including e hterlnﬁ by ‘the
board of education and representstion by legsl counsel., It is thought thet such a
measure vould rgise the morale of the teaching group by giving permanence end
stability to their situstion.

CHILD WELFARE MEASURES

Supgport of the Child Labar ZAmendment

Ratification of the Child Labor Amendment in the last session of the legislature was
defeated with anly twa votes to spere ia both the House and the Senate. It is felt
thet further pregress in state Child Labor legislation 2s well az adequste enferee-
ment of existing state child Lebor Lews will be hendieapped if support of the
federal smendment &s proposed by Congress in .June L*E4, should be abandoned.
Mlnn‘-o+e, me 2 state with good Ghild L“tor ILevwis, is one o those that shpyld
support the smendment to empowcr Congress to set minimum stands below which ng
stete mey 211

Support of an Appropriation for Matsrnity and Infancy Werk

The federal Sheppard-Tovwner A ed by Congress in November 1821, provided for
federal 2id te =tntss, agpor ioned on the Wesis of population, to msteh appropris-
tions made by states for inf _ -eternity wark. In addition it provided for =zn
outright gift of $5000 to stéuts orting the provisions of the aet. Iunds were
provided by Congreese for zid to state .v=r g five-year period from June 50, 1922 te
June 30, 1927.

11 te extenu the federal appropristion for an 2dditional two years' periond
S

Zouse April 5, 1926, but was not voted upon in the Senate . The bill
ite plsce on the Scnete czlendar for the re-convened sescion of Congress en
December 6, apd it is hoped thzt favorable sction will then be taken.

Minnesots wae one of the first ststes to accept the offer of federal sid. The

stete program of work under the amct dates from Juiy 1, 1922, federal fundes having
become available in March of the same year. The legisleture of 1823 appropristed
$15,000 a year for 1923-1524, 2n ampunt insufficient to secure the meximum federal
aid aveilable to Minnesota. The 19256 legislature raised the spnropristion to
$21,000 g year, thus securing the meximum federal allotment. Minnesets has 2lso had
the federsl gift of $5000 ezch yesr provided to states cceepting the zet.
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It is important to netc thet the fund for Sheppard-Towner werk is the smellest
item in the tatal budget of more them 4% million dsllars received by Minnesota in
federal eid during the year 1¢26. The federal e¢id for infancy 2nd meternity werk
amounted to 6% of the totel federal aid in comparisen with 87 .5% received fer
highways; 22% for national guard; §.2% for education; and .7% for forests and fire
prevention.

An appropriation to assure the continusnce of the excellent work administered by
the Department of Child Hygiene of the Minnes otz State Boasrd of Health will be
aeked from the 1627 legislature.

!

Appropriation for Refund under Mothers' Pensicen Law

The lew providing thet the stete che1l refund to countics one-third of the expendi-
turce for county sllowances to mothers ander the so-callcd Mothers' Pension lew
mae enacted in the legislature of 1617. Succeeding legiczlatures have failed to pre-

vide the necesssry appropriations to permit the refund to counties according to law.

The purpose of the refund srovision is to meke it possible for the state to recem-
mend standards to be ohserved by all counties in the stute aperating under the law,
te agsure the best uee of loczl 2nd stete funde made evailable for this purpose

and to equadize the opportunity of children throughout the state. The intent of the
law in this respect is seriously hampered by failure 3f lepislaturee meeting eince
1¢17 to provide the necessary appropriztions to permit the refund to counties
sceerdime to law,

.

A request will be presented to the next legislature for an sppropriation to cover
only a refund to countics of one-third of the smount expended during the past
biennium (1925-26).

Chenges to Improve the Marrisge Lew

A proposed merrisge code conteining important changes from the existing Merriage

Lew wes introduced into the 1825 legislature but failed of passages A bill or bills
to bring the Minnesota Merrisge Law up to date and maks it conform to progressive
standards for this type of legislation will be introduced 2gain into the 1821
legislature.

Chenges incorporated in the bill as presented in the l2st legislature, som€ OT all
of which will be prescnted to the 1927 legislature, are:

1) the abolition for the future of common law m iages by requiring 8
licenzing and celebration for =2ll valid 1

2) provision for raising the age ot which women shell be capeble of contracting
marrisge, with or without coneent of parents, from 15 te 16 years.

%) requirement that both parties to the license must appear before the license
of Picer at some time before the license 1is iggued,

provision fer & five-day waiting period between the application fe
3y

igsuance of the license,

prevision that among thoece ineligible teo contract 1

ino luded habituel drunkerds, persaons afflicted with v

pereens using nercatic drugs. The suggestion has been m
cadition it is desirsble to require license clerks te "take

of information submitted to them on epileptic, feeble-minded &
pereons whe are not permitted to merry under the existing law;
vidimg fer a penalty for non-shscrvance of such 2 regulation.




Amendment to Minimum Vlage Law

Minimum Wege Law was enacted bv the lepislature of 19138. Its eperation was
o w 1
ld up vuntil March 1918 by a restraining order obteined by the Minnesota
leyers' Associetion on the ground that the law was unconstitutional. A% that
time the Supreme Ccurt of Minnesota decided in favor of the constitutionality of
the law and it beoame eperative.

WG L

In Mereh 1921 the duties of the Minimum Wage Commission in administering the law
EJ o
uf

were taken er by the newly created Minnesota State Industrial Commission. Great
progress was made in the years from 1918 to 1925 in education directed to an
understending of the law by employers and by the general public.

The law as it applies to 2dult women ceased to be enforced by the State Industrial
Commission after June 1925, following certain decisions of the U. S. Supreme Court
and of the Minnesots Supreme Court which sre reviewed in an article on "The

Minimum Wage Situation in Minnesota" published in the Minnesota Woman Voter for
March 19326,

An smendment te the Minimum Wage Law is recommended te provide thet the word
"minor" in ths leow shall be defined to be a person under 21 years of age Such an
amendment would give women workers protection for three and weuld
serve to remove one of the legal discriminations against women which still remaj
on the statutes. It would mske the age of majority for women under this law the

gsame as for men.




Minnesata League of Women Voters
PROGRAM OF WORK
1927-28

"The League of komen Voters is making a creative attack upon
indifference and ignorance through treining in citizenship
and by supporting needed legislation. The League believes in
a program of education which prepares for action."

The coming yesr is a presidential election yesr (occurring every four years) and the
year of the General Election (occurring every twa years) in which state and county
>fficers sre chosen. It is not a year in which the biennium meeting of the state
legislature is held. The Program of jiork proposed for adoption by the state League
at the convention session on December &, therefore represents a program of activi-
ties especislly planned for the year ending October o1, 1928.
PRE-EL&CTION ACTIVITIES
Such as:
Surveys of Voting Habits - Candidates' Meetings
Encouraging participation of qualified voters in every step of the
process by which public officials are nominated and elected, in-
cluding caucuses, primaries, conventions, elections
Encouraging the service of qualified women in public office
PUSLIC WELFARE IN GOVaRIMeNT
Continued inquiry into state activities under Shepoard-Towner Act, looking
toward possible support of new federal Maternity end Infency
measure
VWork to assure inclusion of women's names In local Jjury penels in counties
where , for verious rassons, women have not been listed for jury
service
Work to interest women in eccepting service as jurors
Study of hydro-electric power in its relation to the public welfare
EFFICIsNCY IN GOVaRNIMeNT
Continued study of
8) Administration of Minnesota state goverment
b) Operation of nomination end election procedure
INTERNATIONAL COUP=RATION 10 PreVolil hAK
Study end supnort of messures:
Previding for the settlement of internsticnel difficulties by

arbitretion and

Permitting the United States to tske part in internationsl reduction
of armaments

Support of the entry of the United States into the Viorld Court

Jne-Day Schools for Voters
Discussion Method
Study Groups

Training speakers te present facts
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Tue Minnesora WoMmAN VOTER

192§ PROGRAM OF WORK

Adopted by the Annual State Convention

Minneapolis, December 3, 1927

“The League of Women Voters is making a creative attack upon
indifference and ignorance through training in citizenship and
by supporting needed legislation. The League believes in a pro-
gram of education which prepares for action.”
PRE-ELECTION ACTIVITIES
Such as:
Surveys of Voting Habits—Candidates’ Meetings.
Fncouraging participation of qualified voters in every step of the process
ging [ I | 3 !
by which public officials are nominated and elected, including caucuses,
primaries, conventions, elections.
Encouraging the service of qualified women in public office.

EFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT
Continued study of
(a) Administration of Minnesota state government, ~
(b) Operation of nomination and election procedure.

PUBLIC WELFARE IN GOVERNMENT
Continued inquiry into state activities under Sheppard-Towner Act, looking
toward possible support of new federal Maternity and Infancy measure.
Work to assure inclusion of women's names in local jury panels in counties
where, for various reasons, women have not been listed for jury service.
Work to interest women in accepting service as jurors.
Study of hydro-electric power in its relation to the public welfare.
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION TO PREVENT WAR
Study and support of measures:
Providing for the settlement of international difficulties by arbitration and
Permitting the United States to take part in international reduction of
armamients.
Support of the entry of the United States into the World Court.

METHODS OF WORK

One-Day Schools for Voters

Discussion Method

Study Groups.

Training speakers to present facts.
Note: The coming year is a presidential election vear as well as the vear in
which state and county officers are chosen. It is not a vear in which the biennium
meeting of the state legislature is held. The Program of Work adopted by the
state convention on December 3 represents a program of activities planned for
the state League yvear which ends October 31, 1928.
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Minutes of Committee on 1929 Program of Work
for report to State Board
August 10, 1928

The group of department and committee cha irmen met at the home of Mrs. Wittioch on
Thursday, August 9, at 2:30 P.M, with Miss Wells presiding and Miss Child acting as
seoretary,

There were present Mrs, Wittioh, Mrs. MoGuire, Miss Lawrence, Miss Kercher, Mrs.
Speer, Mrs. Colby, Miss Wells and Miss child.

DEPARTMENT OF FFICIFNCY IN GOVERMMENT - the program of this department being under
consideration, Mrs. Wittich suggested that the program for 1929 include & restate-
ment of the standards under which legislation affecting the Reorgenization %ot shall
have League support. She will prepare such a statement based upon similar statements
in the program for 1925 and 1927,

Opposition to changes that would weaken the direct primary law and sy pport of desira-
ble changes in this law was also made a part of the recommendstions for the preg ram
of this depertment. Mrs. Wittich suggested the possibility of working for an

interim oommittee on eleotion laws, especially in conneotion with primary law ohanges,
if this should prove advisable.

Mrs. Wittich presented the suggestion that provision for improved counting of ballots
in first-class cities - perhaps also in second-cless cities - be induded 88 & new SUD=
Jeet in the department program.

PUBLIC WELKFARE IN GOVERNMENT - The history of League support of the two educational

meesures providing for appointment of the county superintendent of schools by a county
board of education and revision of the Teaohers' Retirement Fund to place it on' & scumd
financial basis was reviewed. The first of these bills was not introduced in the
l?szgéi islature by the Minnesota Educat ijon @ssociation since it was feared it would

i Switk another of their bills providing olericeal assistance for county superin-

tendents . Miss Lawrence further explained that the League has always cooperated with
the M,E.4, and the State Department of Eduoation in supporting these messures and has
found that the ecounty board of education bill is changed a8 to its provisions by its
friends in ways which do not seem wise to her. Miss Child reminded the committes that
the repliex from candidates for the 1927 questionnaire indicated that this measure was
the most unpopular measure in our program, thus necessitating an intensive pieceo, of
educational work in the state in order to # the attitude of legislators tofit.

It was therefore agreed by the committee that, until the League oan concentrate its
energies upon this measure as one that it will introduce and prepare the way for
itself, it remain among the less sctive items in our legis lative proeram.

The Teachers' Retirement Fund was elso recommended for elassifiocstion among the less
active measures. Mrs. Wittich suggested the danger of having the law repealed entirely
if too great pressure is brought upon the legislature to increese the aporopriation,

The Child Welfare measures ¥eocommended for inclusion in the program were the maternity
and infancy appropriation end kkexshiix ratification of the Child Labor Amendment . Mrs .
Wittich explained that an approptiat ion adequate to eontinue the program of maternity
and infancy work in the state will be asked for subjeot to the oconditicn that, if
federal aid is forthcoming, the amount will be reduced by the sum received from the
federal government. The question of introducing the Child Labor Amendment will not

be decided in advance of the meeting of the legislature.
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One of the two amendments to the marriage law supported in previous legislatures

was reoommended for active work this year, neamely the 5-day waiting period in the
application for a marriage license. The emendment providing for the abolishment of
common law marriage will, it was agreed, require a long-time program of education

and although it will be carried in our program, it was not considered by the committee
desirable to provide for its introduction in the 1929 legislature.

The two measures providing for the protection of women in industry that appaafﬂin our
program twoyears ago were recommended for inclusion esmong active measures in our

1929 progrem. These are 1) amendment of the minimum wage law to make the age of
majority the same for girls and boye, 2) & measure embodying the standards of the 1923
law limiting hours of work for women in industry.

Miss Keroher eeviewed the facts about the latter measure and advised that the League
prepare the bill whioh it will support, omitting the "emergency exemption" oclause in-
cluded by the Industrial Commission in the bill introdw ed after conference with
interested groups in 1927, Miss Kercher also spoke in favor of blanket provisions in
the bill so that it my apply to all ocoupations not specifically nemed and to all
parts of the state alike. She explained that Minnesota, with its present 1909 and 1913
lews, is classed in the group of states with a 58 hour limitatiom of weekly working
hours for women and is therefore -among the states having the poorer lews in this field.

General Reoommendetions

I, That in case any of the legislative measures supported by the league in past legis=-
latures are threatened by new legislation proposed, active work in their behalf shall
be undertaken.

II. That if measures embodying standards defined in the Metional League program are
attacked, such meagures shall be defended by the League ag mrt of its legislative work.

Grouping of League Measures dooording to Fmphasis in 1929

The question of publishing our legislative program with the measures listed under cap-
tions indicat ing what type of support and activity will be undertaken for them in the
1929 legislature was disoussed et some length . In this connection the possibility of
omitting certain measures supported in the past wes considered. The committee was
decidedly opposed to both proposals. It was, however, decided that it would be well
for the state board to arrive at an agreement as to whioh messures should be given
special emphasis in the 1929 legislative program, it being understood that such decision
would be subject to revision from time to time by the state board if conditions affect-
ing it whould change. The decisions as to the handling of special measures that are
recoerded in thdse minutes were mede in the form of recommendations to the state board in
this conneoction.

Mrs. Wittich suggested the desirability of doing away with the phrase "legis lative
program’ and using instead the oaption "plan of work" as being expressive of the policy

of eontinuing our educational work for measures »mam to which the League has committed
itself in the past, without oconsidering it necessary to introduce and do aotive work for
khsm each of them in every legislature. She thot théx decisiongas to legislative support,
should be based upon an inquiry into the attitude of legislators toward the measure, the
ability of the League to do effective work for it with the personnel available, ete.




Minnesota Leaguc of Women Veters
Aurust 27, 1928

PROPOSED LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM
For Consideration by Local Leagues and Submission to the
STATE CONVENTION
St. Cloud, October 4-6

State appropriation for mternity and infancy work
To assure continuance of work alrecady started.

Amendment of minimum wage law
To make it apply to girls, as well as boys, under 21.

Re-enactment of the standards of the 1923 hour law for women in
industry
To provide for o 92 hour day and ¢ 54 hour weck.

Amendment of the marriage law
To provide for a five-day waiting period in the issuance
of marricge licenses.

Support of the direct primary law
By opposing legislation that would weaken it and support-
ing changes teo improve it.

Amendment of elcetion law
To improve provisions for eounting ballots in first-class
citiess (May be extended to include second class cities).

Revisinn of tcachers' rctirement fund law
To plece it on a2 sound finaoneisnl basis.

Apoointment of county supcrintendents of schonls by an elected
eountyv basrd of cducotinn.,

Abonlishment of common law mmrricge in Minnesots.

Support of legislation rclating to state reorganizotion
If in rccenrdence with stonderds adonted by the lLeague at
its 1924 ond 1926 stute cnnventinns.

Quppow‘f o¢ V&Tl.g:lhcar“.bn DS— Q(’th LC‘L“J" A‘“e"d‘“e”'j—
Generzl Policy Recommended by the State Board

1) That in ense any of the legislotive mersurcs enseted into law with the
support of the League are threntcned by new legislation propnscd in the
1929 legislature, zetive work in their belalf shall be undertaken:

2) That if laws cmbodying stendurds defined in the Nationcl League program
stould be attocked by now legislotion, sueh measures sholl be defended
by the Lecgue os port of its legislotive work in the 1929 session.
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Minnesota League of Women Voters Octiober 1928

PROPOSED LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM
for submission to
THE TENTH ANNUAL STATE CONVENTION

PUBLIC WELFARE IN GOVERNMENT

Support of state appropriation to assure continuance of maternity and
Child infancy work already started
Welfare

Continued support of ratification of the Child Labor Amendment

Amendment of the minimum wage law to make it apply to girls as it now
Women in does teo boys under the age of 21
Industry
Re~enactment of the standards of the 1923 hour law for women, to pro-
vide for a 95 hour day and a 54 hour week

Amendment cof the marriage law to provide for a five~day waiting period
Legal Status in the issuance of a marriage license
of Women

Amendment of the marriage law to abolish common law marriage

Revision of the teachers retirement fund to place it on a sound finan-
Education cial basis

Appointment of the county superintendent of schools by an elected
couynty board of education

EFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT
Support of the direct primary law and of legislation to improve it

Support of legislation relating to organization of state government in accordance
with standards adopted by the League in 1924 and 1926

Improvement in methods of counting ballots
RECOMMENDED POLICY

1) That in case any of the legislative measures enacted into law with the support
of the League are threatened by new legislation proposed in the 1929 legislature,
active work in their behalf shall be undertaken;

That if laws embodying standards defined in the National League program should be
attacked by new legislation, such measures shall be defended by the League as
part of its legislative work in the 1929 session;

That to the state board shall be left the decision as to when the moasures ,
adopted in principle by the convention, shall be made subjects for active legis~-
lative work.

CONGRESSIONAL MEASURES
(Designated by the Wational League Convention for active support in 1928-29)

Support of a Child Welfare Extension Service to assure continuance of work begun
! under the ‘Bheppard-Towner Maternity and Infaroy Act of 1921

Support of government operstion of Muscle Shoals

Support of the "Lame Duck" Amendment to the United States constitution

Support of international agroements to ronounce war as an instrumont of public pelicy
and subsbtitute arbitration as a means of settling international differences

Support of proposals leeding %o the entry of the United States into the World Court




‘Minnesota League of Women Voters
1839 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis November 204 1928

Votes on Certain Messures in the
1929 LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

STATE APPROPRIATION FOR MATERNITY AND INFANCY WORK: The Sheppard-Towner Act will
come to an end July 1, 1929. This means that we shall no longer have the 50-50
grant of federal aid %o supplement state funds in carrying on the excellent work now
underway in Minnesota. Unless the legislature, in the 1929 session, provides an in=-
creased appropriation for the work administered by the Child Hygiene Division of
the State Department of Health, our state work will be seriously crippled by the
withdrawal of federal assistance.

Appropriations of $21,000 & year were made by the legislatures of 1925 and 1927, thus
entitling Minnesota to receive an equal amount from the federal treasury in addition
to an outright grant of $5,000 a year, the gift to states accepting the Sheppard-
Towner Act. An appropriation request sufficient to maintain the work at its present
level, without federal assistanue, has been submitted by the Department of Health for
inclusion in the executive budget to be submitted to the legislature by the governor.
Every legislator should fully undecrstand the importance of this work in saving the
lives and protecting the health of mothers and babics.

AMENDYENT OF MINIMUM WAGE LAW: Our minimum wage law, as cnacted in 1913, appliecd to
adult women and minors. Minors werc definod by the law to be girls under cightcen
and boys under twenty-onee. When the law, as applicd to adult womon beocame inopera-
tive because of a decision of our United States Suproeme Court holding a similar law
uncons titutional so far as it related to adult women, we were left in the peculiar
situstion of extonding greater protection to the beys than to the girlse. Such was
never the intent of the legislature., 1In no state having a minimum wagc law is there
oxtonded a greater protcction to one group than to the other. The amcndment proposed
simply removes this discrimination and defines a minor to be a pcrson under twenty-
one, thus extending the same protection to each.

LIMITING HOURS OF WORK FOR WOMEN IN INDUSTRY: A law limiting hours of work for

women employed in industry to 9% hours s day or 54 hours a week was adopted by the
1923 legislature after some four years of consistent work by women's groups. It was
declared unenforcible in 1926, when a technical error in its passage was brought %o
light in connection with the proseocution of an employer under the law. The attempt

. ko0 secure its re-enactment failed in the 1927 legislature. Old laws of 1909 and

1913 are now in operation. These establish different hour limits for different
groups of workers and for cities of the first, second and third class. They are con-
fusing and difficult of enforcement,

More than half the states have established by statute higher standards than those
existing at present in Minnesota. We must teke some legislative action, if we are
not to lag far behind other progressive states that have leerned that it is good
business to protect both its women workers and e large group of employers bthat main-
teins good hour standards in competition with less enlightened employers.

REQUIREMENTS FOR MARRIAGE LICENSE: In tho last two legislatures the Leaguc has sup-
ported a bill %to require a five-day waiting pcriod and the appoarance of both appli-
cants at some time between the spplication for and thc issuance of a marriago li-
conse. This proposal has the unqualifiocd approval of judges and of all thoso who
soc the rosults of hasty marriage in our own and other states. Judge Sabath of
Chicago says, "A statute requiring a few days to clapsc betwoen the application and
the issuance of a marriage license would reduce the number of divorces at lcast 50
per cent,"

Miss Colcord of the Minneapolis Family Welfare Association, points out that "there
is ground for anxiety on the part of all parents of atiractive and hcadstrong chil~
dren" in states which have no period of deolay between the application for and the
granting of a marriagc lioconse., Tho waiting period is important also in the proven-
tion of "illegal marriages and those contrary to the best interests of the indivi-
duals or of society." Misrepresentation of facts as %o age and competence to marry
cannot be checked by the license clerk under our present system requiring the perscnh
al appearance of only one applicant and providing for the immediate issuance of the
licensea




*Minnesota League of Women Voters
1639 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis

Action of the 1927 Legislature on Certain League Bills
(From Report Fublished in Minnesota Woman Voter for April 1927)

AMENDMENT QOF MARRIAGE LAW (defining recquirements for marriage license)

The bill providing for a five~day waiting period and appearance of both parties
befote the license clerk before the issusnce of a marriage license was amended by
the Senate to eliminate all but the one provision that both applicants for the li-
cense shall appear before the clerk in person at some time before the license is

issueds The Senate then passed tho amended bill by a vote of 34 %to 19,

Neys, 19 -

Adams
Bonniwell
Brooks
Carley

The bill was also amended in the House end defeated by a

Nays, Bl =
Arvik
Blum
Campbell
Chilgren
Dahl
Dehle
Dammann
Davidson
Day
Dilley
Fabel
Farmer
Fredriksen

AVENDMENT TC MINIMUM WAGE LAW

The bill was defeated in

Yeas ; 40 =
Aldrich
Anderson, G.A.
Atwood
Berg
Cullum
Davis
Dey
Erickson
Graham
Greer

Nays,e3
Adams
Anderson, T.E.
Arvik
Barsness
Blodgebt
Blum
Chrisbtenson
Connell
Dahl
Dahle
Dalager
Davidson
Dunn
Escher
Fabel

Farmer

Frost
Henson
MacKenzie

Gehan
Glende
Greer
Hart
Hastings
Hill
Hofstad
Johnson,
Johnson,
Jordahl
Keeler
Knudsen
Kozlsak

Hastings
Hitchcock
Holm

Hulbert
Johnson, G.W,
Kempfer
Kinneberg
Kozlak
Lagerstedt
Lodin

Fredriksen
Hart

Heazel
Herfindahl
Holstad
Holladay
Holmquist
Hompe
Johnson, Hede
Johnson, Re G
Jordahl
Keeler

Kern

Knudsen
Kolshorn
Kramer

McCubrey
Nordlin
Feterson
Ribenack
Roepke

Lewer
Long
Lundeen
McDonough
Majyman
Merritt
Moser
Murn
Nelson, J.M.
O'Brien
Payne
Peick
Fratt

Lord
Lundeen
McDonough
McKnight
Maselk
Merritt
Munn
Nellermoe
0'Brien
Olson

Lewer

Long

Maymen

Melby

Moser

Naylor
Nelson, J.l.
Nelson, Ned.
Neuman
Nordine
Odegard
Parks

Payne

Peick
fuinlivan
Lyinn

Rosenmeier
Sharpe

Steen
Sullivan, G.H.
Sullivan, J.D.
Traxler
Widell

vote of 46 to 5l,

Guinn
Renick
Rohne
Salmonson
Schneider, W,
Scribner
Smith
Therrien
Thorkelson
Veigel
Youngdahl
Zimmerman

(to make it apply to girls as well as to boys up to 21)

the House by a vote of 40 to 69.

Paige
Peterson
Pratt

Samec
Scallon
Snyder, JePs
Starkey
Wilson, LW
Wright
Youngdahl

Renick

Rohne
Rosetter
Salmonson
Schneider, W,
Scribner
Smith
Spelbrink
Spindler
Swenson
Therrien
Undlin
Veigel
Wilson, DWW,
Zimmerman




RE~ENACTMENT OF 1923 HOUR LAW FOR WOMEN

The bill providing for re-cnactment, in modificd form, of the 1923 law limiting
hours of work for women to 54 hours a woek or 9% hours a day did not come to a vote
in the Senate owing to active opposition. A motion to make the bill a special order
in the House was defeated by a votc of 50 to 43,

Y@as, 50 e

Anderson, G.A,
Atvigod
Barsness
Berg
Chilgren
Davis
Emerson
Enstrom
Erickson
Fins tuen
Greham
Greer

Nays , 43 -

nderson, T.E.
Arvik
Christonson
Cullum
Dahl
Dalager
Dammann
Davidson
Dunn
Farmer

Hastings
Herfindahl
Hill
Hitcheock
Johnson, GW,
Johnson, H.A.
Johnson, HeJe
Jordahl
Kennedy
Kinneborg
Kozlak

Kramer

Glende
Green
Hart
Hazcl
Hofstad
Holladay
Holmguist
Hompo
Hulbert
Iverzon
Kolshorn

Lagerstedt
Lightner
Lodin

Lord

Lund een
McDonough
McKnight
Munn
Nollormoe
Nolson, H.S.
Nolson, .M.
Nordine
Norton

Lewer
Long
Mayman
Merritt
Morton
Mosor
Naylor
Nelsoh, Neda
Neuman
Odegard
Parks

0'Brien
Olson
Petorson
Pratt
Quinlivan
Rosctbor
Samec
Spelbrink
Spindler
Thorkelson
Wilson, L.W,
Wright
Youngdahl

Peick

Renick

Rohne
Salmonson
Scallon
Schneider, W,
Seribner
Therrein
Undlin
Veigel
Wilson ’ DWe
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Second Viee-President : Public Hoallh "and Social Hygiene
CONGRESSIONAL DisTRICT CHAIRMEN Mrs, A. J. McGuire Miss Florence Monahan, Legal Status of Women
: T -
., J. D. Morrison, Winona, First District Mrg:hglﬂn:el;e'l;.iﬁ‘c‘%ﬁi‘ght DepARTMENT CHAIRMEN
s. Edward Ringstad, Northfield, Third District Mrs. A. J. McGuire, .
Miss Cornelia Lusk, St. Paul, Fourth District M a?.‘]:r}'“‘r?}, International Co-operation to Prevent War
SRS R e S = v Mrs. William Pearce Mrs. Frederick W, Wittich,
S. T. McKnight, Minneapolis, Fifth District Iffxrn,nw in Government

F.

. R, M. Bennett, Minneapalis

. Kurt Stai, St. Cloud, Sixth District Treasurer
t ) d, - F C. Weeks
5. M. J. Dowling, Olivia, Seventh District Mrs. Harold G. Cant Public \\T’il?ﬂrc in Government
. George H. Spear, Duluth, Eighth District
ts. J. Pierce Wolfe, Moorhead, Ninth District I‘\ccmne Secretary

. Carrell W. Sherwin, Monticello, Tenth District théyeghllig

Office Secretary
Miss Anita Hampe
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Dear Local League President:

There are four legislative measures that the executive committee is going to
recommend to the board to be introduced into the legislature when it opens,
to be followed right up with the hope of early action upon them« Upon these
four measures you, or others as well suited to this task, should see your le-
gislator at once if possible. These are: a state appropriation for infancy-
maternity work that will make it possible to go on with the good work that
has been done before; a five-day ”altlng pericd between application for a
marriage license and its granting; a 9— hour working day for women in indus-
try; making the minimum wege law for minors apply to girls as well as to boys
from 18 to 21 years of age.

The success of these measures will depend upon your interview with your le~
gislators more than upon anything else. Of course we all realize that for
the first time we are not te be represented at the Capitol by Mrs. Ueland.,
I am sure I express your thoughts when I say we are all going to try as far
as possible to make up for our loss and to do as much as we can for the
humane measures to which she always devoted herself.

Refer to the October Voter for your legislators' reply to the questionnaire
on these measures. Enclosed is the vote upon them in the last legislature,
snd a short statement about them. You will be sure, will you not, that those
who call upon the legislators are thoroughly informed upon the subject? Try
to find a direct, concrete way to make him understand them in relastion to his
own district, We owe that much to the men who represent use.

PN
Frepare for Next Meeting: ﬁrfﬁé‘your representative to come and address you
on the legislature - its organization and procedure., Have a few women pre=
pare themselves for discussion by study of the pamphlet we are sending you
under separate cover - "Federal and State Law-Meking Bodies"

laterial for Future Meetings: A suggested outline for your winter meetings
will be sent soon; also material, The November Voter is to contain helpful
articles and later you will receive printed and mimeographed study material
on all our federal and state legislative measures.

Please let me know about your interviews with your representatives as soon as
you have them; also about having them as speakers for your meeting before
they go to Saint Paul for the session. Please.: It means much to use.
With very best wishes, I am
Sincerely yours,

Qﬁ,imque,.xijﬁz, Y. LORLCLS




Minnesota League November 1528
LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM
adepbed—oy
ENTH ANNUAL STATE CONVENTICN

m
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C WELFARE IN GOVERNMENT

Support of state sppropriation to assure continuance of maternity and
Child infancy “crk already started
Welfare

Continued support of ratification of the Child Labor Amendment

Amendment of %the minimum wage law to make it apply teo girls as it now
Women in does to boys under the age of 21
Industry

Re~-enactment of the standards of the 1925 hour law for iromen, to pro-
vide for a 935 hour day and a 54 hour week

Mmendment of the marriage law to provide for a five-day waiting period
Legal Status in the issuvance of a marriage license
of Women

Amendment of the marriage law to abolish common law marriage

Revision of the teachers retirement fund to place it on a sound finan~-
Educatiion oial basis
Appointment of the county superinterdent of schocls by an eleoted
county board of education
EFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT
Support of the direct primary lew and of legislatio re it

Support of legi: ion relating to organization of state government in accordance
ndards adopted by the League in 1924 and 1926

Improvement in methods of counting ballots
RECOMVENDED POLICY

any of the legislative measures enacted into law with the support
are threatened by new legislation proposed in the 19238 legislature,

o

their behalf shall bo undertaken;
aws embodying standards defined in the National League program should be
tacked by new legislation, such measures shall be defended by the Leoague as
of its legislative vork in the 1829 swu:;ou,
That to the state board shall be left the decision as to when the moasures,
aedopted in principle by the convontion, shall bo made subjects for activo legis-

lative work.

CONGRESSICNAL MEASURES
tional Loague Convention for active support in 1928-29)

Support cf s Child Welfare Extension Service to assure continuance of work begun
owner Maternity and Infauey Act of 1871

of government operation of Muscle Shoals
Supvort of the "Lame Duck" Amondment to the United States constitution

Support of international agroecments to renounce war as an instrument of public policy
and substituto arbitruu on as a means of settling international differences

Support of proposals leading to the entry of the United States into the World Court




Minnesote League of Women Voters November 1028
LBEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

adcpted by
THE TENTH ANNUAL STATE CONVENTICN

PUBLIC WELFARE IN GOVERNMENT

Support of state appropriation to assure continuance of maternity and
Child infancy viork already started
Welfare

Continued support of ratification of the Child Labor Amendment

Amendment of the minimum wage law to make it apply to girls as it now
VWomen in does to boys under the age of 21
Industry

Re-enaoctment of the standards of the 1923 hour law for women, to pro-
vide for a 93 hour day and a 54 hour week

Amendment of the marriage law to provide for a five-day waiting period
Legal Status in the issuance of a marriage license
of Women

tmendment of the marriage law to abolish common law marriage

Revision of the teachers retirement fund to place it on a sound finan-
Educasion cial basis
Appointment of the county superintendent of schocls by an elected
county board of education
EFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT
>rt of the direct primary law and of legislation to improve it

Support of legislation relating to organization of state govermment in accordance
with standards adepted by the League in 1924 and 1926

Improvement in methods of counting ballots
RECOMVENDED POLICY

That in case any of the legislative measures enacted into law with the support

of the League are threatened by new legislation proposed in the 1928 legislature,
active iwork in their behalf shall be undertaken;

if laws embodying standards defined in the National League program should be
cked by newr legislation, such measures shall be defended by the League as
of its legislgtive viork in the 1829 session;
That to the state board shall be left the decision as to when tho moasures,
adopted in principle by the convention, shall bo made subjects for active legis-

ative work.

CONCRESSIONAL MEASURES
(Designated by the National Leugue Convontion for active support in 1928-29)

of government operation of Muscle Shoals
Supvort of the "Lame Duck" Amendmeont to the United States constitution

Support of intcrnational agroements to renounce war as an instrument of publie policy
and substituto arbitration as a means of settling international differences

Support of proposals leading to the entry of the United States into the Werld Court




MinNESOTA LEAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS

1929 LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM
adopted by
THE TENTH ANNUAL STATE CONVENTION
Saint Cloud, October 6, 1928

=38

PUBLIC WELFARE IN GOVERNMENT

W Support of state appropriation to assure continuance of maternity
Chaild and infancy work already started.
Welfare

Continued support of ratification of the Child Labor Amendment.

Amendment of the minimum wage law to make it apply to girls as it
Women in now does to boys under the age of Zl1.
Industry Re-enactment of the standards of the 1923 hour law for women, to
provide for a 94 hour day and a 54 hour week.

" Amendment of the marriage law to provide for a five-day waiting
[JZ‘_&.{'EL] otatus period in the issuance of a marriage license.

of Women 2 - = ;
Amendment of the marriage law to abolish commmon law marriage.

Revision of the teachers retirement fund to place it on a sound finan-
4 . cial basis.
F.ducation ; i _ )
Appointment of the county superintendent of schools by an elected
county board of education.

=N

EFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT

Support of the direct primary law and of legislation to improve it.
Support of legislation relating to organization of state government in accordance with
standards adopted by the League in 1924 and 1926.

Improvement in methods of counting ballots.
=5\

CONGRESSIONAL MEASURES

Support of a Child Welfare Extension Service to assure continuance of work begun
under the Sheppard-Towner Maternity and Infancy Act of 1921.

Support of government operation of Muscle Shoals.

Support of the “Lame Duck” Amendment to the United States constitution.

Support of international agreements to renounce war as an instrument of public policy
and substitute arbitration as a means of settling international differences.

Support of proposals leading to the entry of the United States into the World Court.

Note: These measures were not voted upon at St. Cloud but were des-
ignated by the National League Convention for active support in 1928-29.




Minnesota League of Women Voters

PROFOSED PLAN OF WORK FOR 1929-30
approved by the State Board

for submission to Eleventh Annual State Convention

GENERAL EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES
Citizenship Schools

Election activities

(Candidates' meetings, vote surveys, information headquarters, etc,)

DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION TO FREVENT WAR

Support of
*Pan-American Arbitration Treaty
*Root Proposal for the World Court
*International Reduction of Armaments
DEPARTMENT OF EFFICIENCY IN GOVERIMENT
Support of

Organization of State Government in accordance with standards
adopted by the Minnesota League of Women Voters

*The Iame Duck Amendment to the federal Constitution
Study of
Reorganization of federal departments

Taxation

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE IN GOVERNMENT

Women in Industry

The working woman in Minnesota

Study of conditions affecting wages and hours

Legal Status of Women

Promotion of the service of women on juries

Study of laws and customs relating to marriage

Living Costs

*Support of the development of lMuscle Shoals as a national assel

Study of the tariff

Child Welfare and Education

The child in Minnesota

Study of state laws affecting Minnesota children

(Maternity and infancy, compulsory education, child labor)

Study of administration of these laws under -
U. S. Children's Bureau, State Children's Bureau, Divisiox
of Child Hygiene of the State Department of Health, State
Industrial Commission, State Department of Education

*Support of proposed federal maternity and infancy legislation

Federal legislative measures adopted for active support by the Nationzl

League of Women Voters are incorporated in this proposed program and
marked by a sta

LEY ,
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November 1929

PN oF W R K
1829 - 1930

Adopted by the Eleventh Annual Convention
Minnesota ILeague of Women Voters

GERERAL EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES
Citizenship Schools

lection activities
(Candidates' meetings, vote surveys, information headquarters, etc,)

DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONWAL COOPERATION TO PREVENT WAR

Support of
*-.Pan-American Arbitration Treaty

* Root Proposal for the World Court
* International Reduction of Armaments
DEPARTMENT OF EFFICIENCY Iil GOVERHMENRT
Support of
Organization of state govermment in accordance with standards
adopted by the Minnesota League of Women Voters
* The Iame Duck Amendment to the federal Constitution
Study of
# Reorganization of federal departments
7 Taxation
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE IN GOVERIMENT

Wiomen in Industry

The working woman in Minnesota
Study of conditions affecting wages and hours

Iegal Status of Women

Promotion of the service of women on juries
Study of laws and customs relating %o marriage

Living Costs

% Support of the development of Muscle Shoals as a national as
i

4 Study of the tariff

child Welfare and Education

The child in Mirnesota

Study of state laws affecting Minnesota children
(Maternity and infancy, compulsory education, child labor)

Study of the administration of these laws under -
Ue Sa Children's Bureau, State Children's Bureau, Division
of Child Hygiene of the State Department of Health, State
Industrial Commission, State Department of Education

* Support of proposed federal maternity and infancy legislation

* Indicates federal legislative measures adopted for active support by the National
TJeague of Women Voters and therefore included in the state League program.

# Indicates subjects for study in the National League Program selected for imdlusion
also in the state lLeague program, The League has taken no action on these
subjects.,
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‘Ghe Ninnesota

WOMAN VOTER

Vol. 9 November 1929

Professor Maria Sanford, Dr. Ethel E. Hurd, Mrs. H. G. Harrison
from a group photographed at the last American Suffrage
Association Convention in Chicago in 1920.

Published Monthly by
THE MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
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Tueg MinNesoTA WomMmAN VOTER

Plan of Work 1929-1930
adopted by
THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL STATE CONVENTION
Saint Paul, November 2, 1929
GENERAL EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Citizenship Schools
Election activities

(Candidates’ meetings, vote surveys, information headquarters, etc.)

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION TO PREVENT WAR

Support of

*Pan-American Arbitration Treaty
*Root Proposal for the World Court
*International Reduction of Armaments

EFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT
Support of

Organization of state government in accordance with standards adopted
by the Minnesota League of Women Voters
*The Lame Duck Amendment to the federal constitution

Study of

TReorganization of iederal departments

FTaxation

PUBLIC WELFARE IN GOVERNMENT

Women in Industry

The working woman in Minnesota
Study of conditions affecting wages and hours

Legal Status of Waomen

Promotion of the service of women on juries
Study of laws and customs relating to marriage

Living Costs

*Support of the development of Muscle Shoals as a national asset

TStudy of the tariff
Child Welfare and Education

The child in Minnesota

Study of state laws affecting Minnesota children
(Maternity and infancy, compulsory education, child labor)

Study of the administration of these laws under—
U. S. Children’s Bureau, State Children’s Bureau, Division of Child
Hygiene of the State Department of Health, State Industrial Commis-
sion, State Department of Education

*Support of proposed federal maternity and infancy legislation

The Plan of Work printed here has been sent
to each president of a local League in the state,
together with detailed supplementary sugges-
tions (mimeographed) from Miss Wells on

Planning the year's work,

What every League should do during the

year,

What the agenda for a

should include and

League meeting

A month by month calendar for local
Leagues.

Miss Florence Harrison, who is visiting Cali-
fornia as a representative of the National League
of Women Voters, is quoted in the California
[.eague Bulletin as saying, “If you go to a con-
vention and adopt a definite program of work,
don't all go home and busy yourselves doing
something else.”

Miss Wells' suggestions are issued as a help
to local Leagues in making plans to carry out
the program adopted. Even the most unsophis-
ticated League officer need not go astray in the
conduct of local League work with these sug-
gestions at hand.

*Indicates federal legislative measures adopted for active support by the National League of Women Voters

and therefore included in the state League program.

+Indicates subjects for study in the National League Program selected for inclusion also in the state League
program, The League has taken no action on these subjects.




y i o @"‘A rg
P Il WU

November 1929
PLAN OF NORE
1929 -~ 1930
Adopted by the Eleventh Annual Convention
Minnesota Iesague of Women Voters

GENERAL EDUCATIOWAL ACTIVITIES

Citizenship Schools

Election activities
(Candidates' meetings, vote surveys, information headquarters, etc,.)

DEPARTMENT OF INTERWATIONAL COOPERATION TO PREVENT WAR

Support of
*- Pan-American Arbitration Treaty

* Root Proposal for the World Court
* International Reduction of Armaments
DEPARTMENT OF EFFICIENCY II GOVERNMELT
Support of
Orgenization of state goverrment in accordance with standards
adopted by the Minnesota League of Women Voters
The lame Duck Amendment to the federal Constitution
of
Reorganization of federal departments
r Taxation
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE IN GOVERIME T

Women in Industry

The working woman in Minnesota
Study of conditions affecting wages and hours

legal Status of Women

Promotion of the service of women on juries
Study of laws and customs relating to marriage

Living Costs

Support of the development of Muscle Shoals as a national asset
o Study of the tariff

child Welfare and Education

The child in Mirnesotsa

Study of state laws affecting Minnesota children
(Maternity and infancy, compulsory education, child labor)

Study of the administration of these laws under =
Us S« Children's ‘Bureau, State Children's Bureau, Division
of Child Hygiene of the State Department of Health, State
Industrial Commission, State Department of Education

* Support of proposed federal maternity and infancy legislation

* Indicates federal legislative measures adopted for active support by the liational
League of Women Voters and therefore included in the state League program,

s Indicates subjects for study in the Hational League Program selected for imdlusion
also in the state League program, The League has taken no action on these
subjects,
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The Minnesota League of
Women Voters

First Year, 1919-20—

Prepared women for their first vote and laid a foun-
dation for future work of the League of Women Voters
by: a citizenship school in cooperation with the Univer-
sity of Minnesota at which 700 women registered; 53
schools of one to five days each and 72 lectures through-
out the state; distributing 258,950 pieces of printed ma-
terial of ;wlitic:tl education; hljhli:];_: 8 conventions in 8
congressional districts led by from five to eight speakers,
the attendance for which was promoted by visits of officers
to 66 towns.

Conducted the first get-out-the-vote campaign follow-
ing the final enfranchisement of women, August, 1920, in-

g every device used in Iater can s with the
addition of more instruction in the mechanics of voting
and of election laws. It included

The first all-party candidates’ meeting ever

Leld in the state and the first state and county

fair booths of non-partisan political information

—at state fair and county fairs.

Second Year, 1920-21—

Inaugurated the Woman Voter, a monthly bulletin of
political education on League of Women Voters measures.

Led the public demand for calling the Washington
Conference on Limitation of Armaments, the first League
petition numbering 3500 names.

Supported among other successful legislative meas-
ures, one making women eligible for jury service.

Supported the acceptance by the legislature of the
Sheppard-Towner Maternity and Infancy Act and the
state’s later cooperation with the federal government in
organizing the work under the Act.

Third Year, 1921-22—

Prepared and distributed the first state Digest of
Election Laws which is still in use by public officiais,
teachers of civics in the public schools, and the general
public.

Fourth Year, 1922-23—

Supported the act by which the legislature appoint-
ed an interim committee on reorganization of the state de-
partments. Without this committee for which the [Leapue
of Women Voters was primarily responsible, reorganiza-
tion, the most important governmental ¢l » in the state
in recent vears, mi-,f.hl' not have occurred or have been
:ull;_’: llt’l:l.}‘l’ti.

Inaugurated a radio service of unpartisan political
education that has never since been discontinued.

Held the First Institute of Government in coopera-
tion with the University of Minnesota. Such an Institute
has since been held every other year.

Fifth Year, 1923-24—

Gathered and carried to Washington a mile of signa-
tures in behalf of the United States’ adherence to the
World Court—perhaps the most spectacular demonstra-
2 e T sk
tion ever made in behalf of the World Court.

leld 34 »-dav schools in 19 ¢ 4T

leld 34 one-day schools 1n 1Y communities, with an
attendance of 38000, as one part of an extensive get-out-
the-vote campaign.

Sixth Year, 1924-25—

Ended the get-out-the-vote campaign with the Pass-
l'n:_:—'”t(?——l‘n['t‘il tour from the Canadian to the Iowa
border, 1,160 miles, with the final ceremony on the steps
of the Capitol where it was met by the governor.

Carried on an intensive educational campaign in be-
half of reorganization of state departments and in sup-
port of the bill which was passed by the legislature. Pre-
vious attempts at reorgamzation which had been sup-
ported by no such education of the public had failed.

Minneapolis Minnesota
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Seventh Year, 1925-26—
Inaugurated candidates’ meetings by radio, all the
candidates for governor speaking.
Prepared, published, and distributed for use in study
oroups 8,000 primers on “Current Questions in Govern-
L
ment.

Eighth Year, 1926-27—

Conducted a new kind of Survey of Voting Habits
based upon a study of 8 elections over a period of four
years in 12 voting districts.

Ninth Year, 1927-28—

Conducted a second state-wide survey of jury service
by women, to promote the inclusion of women in the jury
panel in every county of the state.

Organized listening-in groups for the radio Voters’
Service of the National League of Women Voters and
the National Broadcasting Company as a part of an ex-
tensive get-out-the-vote campaign.

Tenth Year, 1928-29—

Supported the act under which the legislature ap-

propriated $43,000 a year for infancy-maternity work,
nearly compensating for withdrawal of federal aid.

These listed achievements are only illustrations from a large
number of similar accomplishments of the League of Women Voters
during 120 months of continuous day-by-day activity in behalf of
good government and political education. They do not include 15
laws enacted with the support of the League, nor do they include
a vast output of publications of political education. They do not
include the accomplishments of Local Leagues such as support of
city charter amendments and si r improvements in local govern-
ments: nor a multitude of devices for int sting and informing the
voters at election time; nor constant observance of and reports on
public boards and departments; nor do they include hundreds of
study groups on government and politics throughout the state.
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