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June 2,1930
MEMO - from Marguerite M.Wells

After the League of Women Voters convention at Chicago
when the League was organized in 1920 probably within the month I
submitted the program there adopted to several men and women in
Minnesote both individually and as a group as the Minnesota Committee
on Social Welfare. I wished to get from them their several ideas
as to the nature, scope, practicability and timeliness of the program
as adopted in Chicago and also their ideas as to the applicability
of any parts of it to Minnesota. In several instances I assured
these men and women that my reguest for comment was made in the
personal capacity but I do not think that they were ever particularly
reserved about the use that should be made of it and I am quite sure
that with time any reserve that they may have had has passed. I
am therefore filing, together with these first programs, the comments
to which I have here referred.

The men to whom I made these references were all more or
less experts in the field of public welfare. There was Judge E.F.Waite,
at the time judge of the Juvenile Court in Minneapolis; there was Mr.
Otto Davis, Sec'y of the Associated Charities; Mr.Wm.Hodson, chief of the
Children's Bureau of the State; Mr.0.M.Sullivan, Director of the Dep't
on the Re-Education of Injured Persons in the Dep't of Egucation of the
University of Minnesota; E.G.Steger of the St.Paul Associated Charities
and Frank J.Bruno, Gen'l Secy.of the Associated Charities of Minneapolis.

Miss Hope MacDonald, Chairman of the/éggﬁgttee on American
Citizenship, also submitted certain items of the program of that
committee to authorities in the state, and copies of letters on that
subject are attached herewith.

The people to whom I referred the program were asked to
indicate approval, doubt, or that they kmew nothing about the item in
question. They were also asked to indicate what items they thot
should be pushed by the League of Women Voters at the time.

Items on the program of American Citizenship Committee
to be pushed were,according to ¥.J.Bruno,the Smith-Towner bill
and direct citigenship for women, not citizenship thru marriage as a
qualification for the vote, the naturalization bill, and according to
Mr.0.M.Sullivan also the Smith-Towner bill. The attached copy of the
American Citizenship Committee was checked on the above points by
Judge E.F.Waite. Mr.Sulliven's advice on that program was to push
for things without tooc much appropriation.

Items on the program for the Committee of Food Supply &
Demand were marked as follows:
That considering the advisability of establishing public markets,
abattoirs, milk depots and other terminal facilities marked by O.M,
Sullivan "Beware!"

Item on spreading knowledge of legitimate co-operative
assoclations and of endorsement to suttable national and state legis-
lation favoring their organization and use marked by Bruno "Push"
and by Sullivan "Beware!"

Committee on Women Industry marked by fudge Waite with
signs before noted.




Collective bargaining =~ marked by Waite "Approval®
# W Bruno "push"

Wages paid on basis of occupation not sex - Waite, "approval

(lj Establishment of women's bureau - Waite -~ "approval®
Sullivan - "push"
Appointment of women on industrial commissions,etc. -
& Waite - "approval"
federal and state employment service with women's dep't -
Waite - "Do not know enuf about"
Bruno - "push"
Constitutional Child W are amendment -
Waite - "Do not know enuf about!
Bruno "Disapproval
Participation of U.S.in internat'l labor conferences and
the appointment of & woman delegate to the next conference -
Waite - "Approval®
Bruno - "Push" - except last
phrase of which he disapproves

(1) 8 hrs,for women Waite - "Approval"
Bruno " Approvall
(2) Prohibition night work Bruno "approvall
Waite -"Does not know enuf abouth
(3) Minimum wage Bruno - "Approval®
Waite - "Approval®
(4) Adequate appropriation for labor laws,etc. - Waite - "Approvall
Bruno - "Approval®

Vocational Education, etec. Waite

Merit system of appointment,etc.- Waite = "Approval®
Reclassification Federal Civil Service - Waite, "Approvalf
Minimam wage in eivil service, Waite - "Approvalf
Equitable retirement system, Walte ~ "Does not know enuf ebout!
Enlarging federal and state civil service commission and
Delegating to such commission full power,etc. -
Waite - "Does not kmow enuf about
League of Women Voters to keep in touch with women's bureau,etec. -
Waite - "Approval®
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The program for the Commuittee on Social Hygiene also has been marked
by Judge Waite, and certain items on it by Mr.Bruno as follows:
Mr.Bruno approves of elimination of system of petty fine, public laboratories
for diagnosis, reformatory farms for delinquents, lnaustr1al arm schools
for boys and girls; and he advises "oushing® legal age of consent to be
not less than 18, etc.

The program for the Committee on Legal Status of Women Judge Waite
has marked and discusses in the letter which is attached. Mr.Brunoc advises
pushing individual citizenship for married women and the minimum age of consent
18 years. Mr.Sullivan advises pushing the entire program. Mr.Bruno dis-
approves of federal legislation on marriage and divorce, thinking that
should be left to the state.

®

program on Child Welfare Judge Waite has marked as follows:
Shepard-Towner bill - "Approvall

Physical Education bill - "Do not know enuf about!
Appropriation for children's bureau - "Approvall
Gard-Curtis child welfare bill - "Do not know enuf about"
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Tue Minnesota WoMmAN VOTER

Program of Work
Adopted by

The Twelfth Annual State Convention
Faribault, October 15-17, 1930

PUBLIC WELFARE IN GOVERNMENT

Child Support of state appropriation for maternity and infancy
Welfare hygiene work not less than that of 1929,

Amendment of the minimum wage law to make it apply to
W : girls as it now does to boys under the age of 21.
B i Support of legislation limiting hours of work for women in

Industry industry.

Study of methods of stabilizing employment.

Education Revision of the state teachers retirement fund to place it on a
sound financial basis.

LEGAL STATUS OF WOMEN

Amendment of the marriage law to provide for a five-day waiting period
between the application for and issuance of a marriage license.

Amendment of the marriage law to require a license and a record of all valid
marriages.

Promotion of the service of women on juries.

EFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT

Study of the fee system in county government.

Study of taxation.

State Government—
Observing the operation of nomination and election procedure.
Support of

1. Coordination of administrative departments toward greater effi-
ciency and according to function.

2. Improved administration of public personnel by recruitment and |
promotion through merit, and by standardization of salaries and
position,

. Improvement of the budget so that it will show a complete picture
of the state’s finances.

CONGRESSIONAL MEASURES

(Designated by the National League Convention for active support in
1930-31)
Support of a federal program for maternity and infancy hygiene.
Support of government operation of Muscle Shoals.
Support of the “Lame Duck” Amendment to the United States Constitution.

Support of proposals leading to the entry of the United States into the
World Court.
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Winnesota ILsague of Women Voters
1659 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis

PROPOSED LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM
for submission to
The Twelfth Anmal State Convention
October 15-17, 1930

PUBLIC WELFARE IN GOVERNMENT
Child Support of state appropriation for maternity and infancy hygiene
Welfare work not less than that of 1929

Amendment of the minimum wage law to make it aoply to girls as it
now does to boys under the age of 21
Women in
Industry Support of legisletion limiting hours of work for women in industry
Study of methods of stabilizing employment

Education Revision of the state teachers retirement fund to place it on a
sound financial basis

LEGAL STATUS OF WOMEN

Amendment of the marriage law to provide for a five~day waiting period between
the applicution for and issuance of a marriage license

Amendment of the marriage law to requiro a license and a record of all valid
marriages

Promotion of the service of women on juries

EFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT
Study of the fee system in county government
Study of taxation

State Government-
Observing the operation of nomination and election procedure

Support of
1) Coordination of administrative departments toward greater
efficiency and according to function
2) Improved administration of public personnel by recruitment
and promotion through merit, and by standardization of
salaries and position
3) Improvement of the budget so thet it will show a complete
picture of the state's finances
CONGRESSTONAIL MEASURES
(Designated by the Netionmal ILeague Convention for active mipport in 1930-31)
Support of a federal program for maternity end infancy hygiene
Support of goverrment operation of Muscle Shoals

Support of the "Lame Duck" Amendment to the United States Const itution

Support of proposals leading to the entry of the United States into ths World Court




Minnesota Ieague of Women Voters October 1930
1639 Hennepin Avermue, Minneapolis

RECOMME NDED POLIBY
Supplementing the Proposed Legislative Program

1) That in case any of the legislative measures enacted into law with the sup=-
port of the League are threatened by new legislation proposed in the 1931
legislature, active work in their behalf shall be undertaken;

2) That if laws embodying standards defined in the Netional League program
shoul d be attacked by new legislation, such measures shall be defended by
the League as part of its legislative work in the 19’. sossion,

That to the state board shall be left the decision as to when the measures,
adopted in principle by the convention, shall be made subjects for active
legislative work,




C1HE POPY
?— E L E_“ WAV S '_1
PRCGRAM OF WORK
Adopted by Minnesota lLeague of Women Voters
October 3, 1931

PRE-ELECTION ACTIVITIES
Citizenship Schools
Candidates meetings, vote surveys, information headquarters, etc,

Encouraging participation by all qualified voters in every step by which
public officials are nominated and elected, including caucuses, pri-
maries, conventions and elections,

Encouragement of appointment or election of qualified women to public office

EFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT
For Study
Proposed changes in taxing methods
Changes to improve the direct primary law
The operation of municipal and county government

PUBLIC WELFARE IN GOVERNMENT
For Studz

Women in Administration of laws affecting working women in Minnesote
Industry Methods of stabilizing employment

Distribution of state aid to schools
Bdueation Tounty unit system of public schoo¥ administration

Child . ., State work for the hygiene of maternity and infancy
Welfare . Laws affecting the employment of children in Minnesota

Tiving Costs The tariff

LEGAL STATUS OF WOMEN

Promotion of the service of women on juries
Observance of operation of 1931 emendment of marriage law

For Studz

Laws and customs relating to marriage
Discriminations against women in public end private employment

CONGRESSIONAL MEASURES
Designated by the General Council of the National League of Women Voters
For active support in 1931-1932

EFFICIENCY IN
GOVERNMENT The "Lame Duck" Amendment to the United States Constitution

Women in Measure for an adequate coordinated system of federal and state
Industry employment offices

Living Costs Development of Muscle Shoals as a national asset
Child Welfare A fedesral program for maternity and infancy hygiene
INTERNATIONAL Proposals to secure the entry of the United States into the
COOPERATION TO World Court
PREVENT WAR
International reduction of armaments by action of World Disarma-
ment Conference in 1932

Ratification of Pan-Auerican Arbitration Treaty

Ratification of the moratoritm proposal




Pre-election Activities

Citizenship Schools
Candidates’ meetings, vote surveys, information
headquarters, etc.

Encouraging participation by all qualified voters in
every step by which public officials are nominated
and elected, including caucuses, primaries, con-
ventions and elections.

Encouragement of appointment or election of
qualified women to public office.

Public Welfare in Government
For Study
Women in Administration of laws affecting
Industry working women in Minnesota.
Methods of stabilizing employment

Education Distribution of state aid to schools
County unit system of public school
administration

Child State work for the hygiene of ma-
Welfare ternity and infancy

Laws affecting the employment of
children in Minnesota

Living Costs 'The tariff

Legal Status of Women

Promotion of the service of women on juries
Observance of operation of 1931 marriage law
amendment

For Study
Laws and customs relating to marriage

Discriminations against women in public and pri-
vate employment

riLE COPY
PROGRAM OF WORK

Adopted by State Convention October 3, 1931

Efficiency in Government P
For Study =

Proposed changes in taxing methods
Changes to improve the direct primary law
The operation of municipal and county government

Congressional Measures

Designated by the General Council of the National
League of Women Voters for active
support in 1931-32

Efficiency in The “Lame Duck” Amendment
Government to the United States Constitution

Women in Measure for an adequate coordi-
Industry nated system of federal and state
employment offices

Living Costs Development of Muscle Shoals as
a national asset

Child Welfare A federal program for maternity
and infancy hygiene

International
Cooperation to
Prevent War

Proposals to secure the entry of the United States
into the World Court

International reduction of armaments by action of
World Conference in 1932

Ratification of Pan-American Arbitration Treaty

Ratification of the moratorium proposal
<=

Numerous references for use as study material on
these subjects are available at state League headquar-
ters in the form of printed or mimeographed mate-
rial issued by the national or state League. A list
of these references with the nominal charges we make
for them will be sent upon request.




How We Are Taxed

In 1930 there was $160,566,688 levied in taxes in
the State of Minnesota. . . . Now 160 million dollars
& a large amount of money and, of course, we want
!!’ know who spends it.

Almost three-fourths of that 160 million dollars last
year was levied for the use of localities and only a
little more than one-fourth was to be spent by the
state government of Minnesota. To talk of the state
tax problem then, we must consider it largely a mat-
ter of local rather than state affairs, since localities
spend $116 millions to the state’s $44 millions. Some
taxes, such as most of the gross earnings taxes, the
occupation tax on iron ore and the royalty taxes, go
entirely into the state treasury. This leaves most of
our chief tax—general property—to go to the locali-
ties. Of the $122 millions tax collected on general
property, $114 millions is spent by localities and only
$11 millions by the state.

One thing not as generally understood as it should
be is that in Minnesota the localities are the largest
tax spenders. One reason for that is that we have
about ten thousand different local governments. We
have 87 counties, 1,973 townships, 728 cities and vil-
lages, 7,780 school districts, to say nothing of our
drainage districts, our sanitary districts, or other spe-
cial areas of government. One house on one lot is
subject to taxes for all the governments in that area,
and there will be a state tax, a county tax, a city or
village tax, a school district tax and possibly a sani-
tary district tax. One reason why tax reduction is
such a huge problem is that it means a paring of
budgets in every government operating in an area.

The property tax is the most important tax from
the standpoint of producing revenues. It yields 122
millions or a little more than three-fourths the total
income from taxation. The property tax is an old tax
and has been conceded for many years to be the
means by which money can most readily be obtained.
Suppose a governing body needs $10,000 to spend dur-
ing the year. In the community there is, we will say,
about a half million dollars worth of property. If we
divide the $10,000 by 500,000 we get a figure of two
per cent, or twenty mills, and so it is decided that
each person in the community shall pay to the com-
mon fund two per cent of the value of his property.

This is the principle on which the general property
tax rests. You all know it is not the practice in Min-
nesota. At the very first it was agreed that churches,
schools, cemeteries, institutions of charity or public
property should not be taxed.

An exemption of $100 assessed value of personal
property for every household has been established.

: Early in the state’s history some
classes of property came to be assessed at lower rates
than others. A man with a great deal of furniture
will claim that he ought not to be taxed at the same
rate for goods which produce no income as the man
who has the same investment in an industrial plant
yielding large profits. The farmer says that he has
to have a larger investment for the amount of income
he gets than the owner of an apartment house, and
that his machinery costs more and produces less than
industrial machinery. The result is that property has
come to be assessed at various proportions of its true
value. The state legislature established five different
classes of property to be assessed at different ratios.
Iron ore is assessed at 50%, of its value, household
goods at 25%, farm land, livestock, machinery, tools,
and merchandise is assessed at 33449 of its value,
farm machinery and feed or seed grain owned by a
farmer and intended for his own use is assessed at
only 10%, of its full value. Platted land and all per-
sonal property not included in other classes is asses-
sed at 409, of its value.

It will be seen that valuation is the big problem
in administration of the property tax. This is left
largely to the local assessor of which there are 2,800
in Minnesota. . . . If all people were honest, the as-
sessor’s work would be simplified. . . . If a man has
a piece of real estate, he cannot hide the fact, and
it is apt to be assessed. If he has cash or stocks or
bonds, he can hide it away and the assessor has no
way of bringing such property out of hiding. To get
people to report this intangible property Minnesota,
in 1911, provided a special low tax of 3 mills on the
dollar’s full value for all money and credits. More
revenue came to be collected at this low rate than
had previously been collected at a high rate. So the
tax has been hailed as successful, but it has given rise
to peculiar situations. An assessor in one of our coun-
try districts last spring drove into the yard of a
farmer. This farmer had a thousand dollars’ worth




PROPOSED PROCRAI" OF #ORK
For Submission to the Anrwel State Counvention
October 1le5, 1901
PREASLECTION ACTIVIYIZS
Citizenship Schools
Candidates meetings, votc surveys, inforrme‘ion headquarters, eto.
Encouraging participation by all qualified voters in every step by
which public officials are nominated and elected, including caucuses,

primaries, conventions, elections,.

Support of appointment or election of qualified women to public office.

SFFICIKNCY IN GOVERNMENT

Study of
Proposed changes in taxing methods

Changes to improve the direct primary law

The operation of municipal and county government

PUBLIC WELFARE IN GOVZRNMsNT

Wiomen in Industry

Study of
Administration of laws affecting working women in lMinnesota

Methods of stabilizing employment
Education

Study of
Distribution of state aid to schools

founty unit system of public school admiristration

Child tielfare

Study of
State work for the hygicne of maternity ang infanoy

Laws affecting the employment of children in Ilinnesota

Living Costs

Study of the tariff




LEGAL STATUS OF WOMSN
Promotion of the service of women on juries
Observance of operation of 1941 amendment of marriage law

Study of
Laws and customs relating to marriage

Discriminations egainst women in public and private employment

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION TO PREVENT WAR

Support of
International reduction of armaments by action of
VWiorld Disarmement Conference in 1932

Ratification of Pan-American Arbitration Treaty

CONGRESSIONAL MEASURES
Designated by the General Council of the National League of Women Voters
For active support in 1981-1932

INTERNATIONAL Proposals to secure the entry of the United«States into the
COOPERATION TO World Court
PREVENT WAR

EFFICIENCY IN ‘The "Leme Duck" Amendment to the United States Constitution
GOVERNMENT

VIOMEN IN Measure for an adequately coordinated system of federal
INDUSTRY and state employment offices

LIVING COSTS Development of lMuscle Shoals as a national ssset

CHILD WELFARE A federal program for maternity and infancy hygiene
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Minnesota League of Women Voters October 1931

Study Material On
SUBJECTS IN PROGRAM OF WORK, 1931-32
(For use in Local league Meetings)

jote; A charge to cover the actusl printing or mimeographing cost (not including
the overhead cost of preparation and distribution) is made to local Leagues for re-
“erence material, Let us know the date and subject chosen for your meeting and we
will forward these references to you, with questions for assignment to different
women so that several may take part in the program, Unless otherwise noted, these
references are pamphlets printed by the National League and available et state
league headquarters - 1004% Nicollet Avemme, Minneapolis.

PRE-ELECT ION ACTIVITIES

A Handbook of Pre-Election Activities 10 cents

Digest of Mimmesota Election lLaws 10 cents

Political Parties in Minnesota 2 cants
(Outlines machinery for nominating president)

How We Nominate and Elect Our President and 2 cents (mimeographed)
Select Our Party Officials and Committees

Chart illustrating this mechinery 3 cents

Skit on voting in preecinct caucuses Loaned on request

EFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT

Texation Texation: An Introductory Study cents
‘ Current Questions in Govermment pamphlet cenis
publisted by state League
A Model System of State and Local Taxation, cents (mimeographed)
by Professor Groves of Wisconsin University
Outline of Our Minnesota Tax System, cents (mimeographed)
by Miss Viclet Johnson at 1951 Convention

Direct of , By and For the People, conts
Primary by Albert J. Beveridge
The Convention and the Primary, 6 cents
by Cherles E. Merriam
The Direct Primary - Objections Ancwered 45 cents per hundred
(Suitable for gemeral distribution)
Dislogue on the Direet Primary Loaned on request

Local County Govermment 20 cents
Govern- An CQutline for the Study of County Govermment 10 cents
ment Know Your Town 5 cents

PUBLIC WELFARE IN GOVERNMENT

Women in Laws Affecting Working Woman in Minnesota, conts (mimeographed)
Industry by Miss Alice Kercher

Kit on Unemployment cents

Wisconsin Plen of Unemployment Insurance cents

Unemployment Insurence Kit - in preparation cents

Educstion PEducsation and Finance . cents
The Problems of State Aid to Education cents
County unit = meteriel in-preperdiion ) :

Minnesota's Work for lMothers and Bsbies B cents (mimeographed)
Dialogne = What Price Mothers and Babiss Loaned on request

New pamphlet in preparation by National league

Samples of Child Hygiene Division material No charge

r
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Living . An Introduction to a Study of the Tariff 40 cents
Costs Study Questions on the Tariff & cents
Other general guestions on the tariff § cents (mimeographed)

IEGAL STATUS OF WOMEN

Diseriminations against Wamen in Public and Private Employment
Dialogue - Married Teachers Loaned on reques?
Statement by Miss Monahan at 1931 Convention 3 cents (mimeographed)

Jury Women on Juries in Minnesota 3 cents
Service Minnesota Woman Voter, December 1930
Jury Service for Women 7 cents
Where Women Serve on Juries (comments of judges, © conts
attorneys, court officials)

Marriage Laws and Customs Relating to lerriage 6 cents (mimeogreohed)
Laws Dielogue = Shall Ve Improve Our Merriage Laws Loaned on request

CONGRESSIONAL MEASURES

The "leme Duck" Amendment to the United States Constitution

Popular Will Postponed 5 cents
An Interview on the Leme Duck Amendment (a skit) cents (mimeographed)

Federal and State Fmployment Services
Kit of references (Also under Women in Industry) conts

Muscle Shoale
Kit of references cents
Facts sbout Muscle Shoals cents

Federal Program flor Maternity and Infancy Hygiene
The Nation's Concern for Mothers and Babies 10 cents
Dialogue - Federal Aid for Maternity and Infancy Loaned on request
In Behalf of Mothers and Children 25 cents
(The Story of the U.S. Children's Bureau)
Current CGuestions in Goverrment cents
pamphlet on Pederal Aid (state League cents
Federal Aid tec the States, conts
by Dorcthy Kirchwey Brown

The World Court

The Root Pormula and the World Court cents
Bight Questions on the Root Formulae cent
The World Court, by Mrs. A. J. McGuire cents (mimeographed,

World Disarmament Conference of 1932

Disarmament, by Mrs, A. J. McGuire cents (mimeographed’
Netional Lesapgue pamphlet on this subject (50 ppa) cents
Leaflet published by Federal Council of Churches cents, 1% cents per
(Good to distribute in comnection with hundred
securing signatures to patition)
Problem of Disagmament cents
The London Nawal Treaty cenis
What Do You Know About Naval Disarmament cents

Pan~American Treaties
National lesgue pamphlst on this subject cents

Moratorium proposal - material in preparation
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Minutes of Meeting of
MINNESOTA IEAGUE DEPARTMENT CHAIRMEN

At the home of Miss Child, June 24, 1932

Presént: Miss Mitchell, Mrs, Colby (Social Hygiere), Mrs, Dobson (Legal Stetus)
Mrs, Pearce (Educetion), Miss Kercher (Women in Industry) and Miss Child,

Miss Mitchell spoke of the fact that this is a preliminery meeting to begin dis-
cussion of receommendations for submission to the Board. Another opportunity
will be afforded for further discussion the dy preceding the Supgust meeting when
it is hoped every chairmen will be present,

Miss Mitchell then read the letter of June 9 from Miss Sherwin conveying the
1932 platform of the Times which was read aloud by Mrs. Colby,

Wanen in Indusiry
The discussion with Mises Kercher of subjects for possible
legislative support in her program resulted in the listing of the following:

Amendment of the minimum wage law -~ as supported in previous legislatures
Hour legislation for women = providing there is an adverse Supreme Court de-
cision on the mmxxkikwkismxiiiyxwfxikmx validity of the 1923 law,

—

Dean Stevenson's suggestions for improving the employment service situation
Unemploymert campemsation or insurance
Mandatory measure for appoimtment of a woman member of the State Industrial Commission
Education

The two measures suggested by Mrs, Pearce which she will confer with the
Minnesote Education Association to learn their attitude toward them and their plans
for legislative work are:

Extension of permissive county unit law to whole state

Opposition to repeal of teacher temure law - for lst class cities

Legel Status of Women
Mre, Dobson thought that continued work in behalf of the 5-day

lew and any necessary support of it in the legislature is ell that should be pri-
posed for her department progrem, Mrs. Pearce asked whether it might not be well
to offer an amendment providing for compulsory publicetion of licenses, It was
thought that this might be a possible danger to the law and that the same results
can be accomplished by asking local Leagues through their Legal Status chairmen
to interest their newspa per editors in publishing the nemee, A ruling of the
attorney-general's office established thex accessibility of these records to in-
spection for such legitimate purposes,

Social Hygiene
Mrs. Colby had mo recommendation for state legislation.

Lame Duck Amendment
Miss Mitohell spoke of the fact that retification of t his
amendment will be an item in the Efficiency in Govermment program,

Reported by
Emily Child




«Lianesota League of Women Voters September 1932

Explanation of Proposals for
DEPARTMENT OF WOMEN IN INDUSTRY
in Proposed Program of Work 1932-33

Support of amendment of the minimum wage law to make it apply to girls
as it now does %o boys up to the age of 21

Support of improved legislation limiting hours of work for women in indust:

These items are legislative goals that the League has had in its program prac=
tically since its organization. The 1913 minimum wage law for women and minors
was yendered inoperative for adult women in June 19256 following court decisions
in cmses involving similar legislation in other states, The law still applies ¢,
boys and girls up to the age of majority, resulting in the unjust situation of
boys being protected by the law up to the age of 21 but girls only up to the age
of 18 years. Since it is recognized that women and girls in industry need such
protection even more then men and boys, we believe every effort should be mede
to equalize the provisions of the minimum wage law as it now operates, For a
summary of reasons for proposing support of legislation limiting hours of work
for women, see attached printed leaflet .

Support of an adequate system of public employment exchanges as one factor
in the prevention as well as relief of unemployment

Among federal measures supported by the National League in the last Congress was
the Wagner bill proposing federal aid to develop a system of employment exchanges
in which federal, state and looal personnel and funds would be used cooperatively
to develop the best service possible in the intererst of relieving and preventing
wemployment. Thet bill feiled of passage but will be before the Congress again
when it reconvenes in December. In the meantime we have in Minnesota the assis-
tance of the Spelman Fund grant of $80,000.00 for the two year period 1931-33
supplementing a state appropriation for public employment exchanges of $35,000.00
a year or $70,000,00 for the biemnnium, There is in Minneapolis, St. Paul and
Duluth a further contribution from municipal funds to provide for local coopera-
tion in the condwot of this employment service., The pending federal legislation
mentioned above is very important to Minnesota if the standards set up through
the Spelman Fund eid are to be maintained permanently. It is also very impor-
tant that public opinion suppoert adequate state and local appropriations to
provide for continuance of the services as now established. No governmental
service is more important in the "prevention as well as relief of wnemployment"
providing as it does a central olearance for all such effort and for the building
up of statistios and experience that must be the basis for all attempts to meet
the problem now and in the future.

Support of a state and local system of public unemployment relief

In the present emergenoy it is unfortunately not enough to offer only the help

of a publicly supported employment service to the unemployed. Where unemployment
is at such low ebb that a large body of workers are unable to earn a living and
must exhaust their savings with no possibility of being able to earn when they
are gone, it becomes a responsibility of government to relieve their suffering.
Private resources that suffice in normal times cannot shoulder the burden of the
present need. Therefore funds raised by taxation in munioipality, township,
county, state and federal budgets must be drawn upon. A relief measure passed

in the final days of the Congressional session last July ,supported by the League
of Women Voters in accordance with national convention action, provides for a
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federal loan to the states to be used in relieving the hardship resulting from
tnemployment, The act provides that the governor shall "certify the necessity
Tor such funde and that the rescurces of the state including moneys then availabls
end which can be made available by the state, its political subdivisions, and
private contributions, are inadequate to meet its relief needs," Whether or not
Minnesota can prove to the Reconstruction Finance Corporation which administers
the act that the state has exhausted its own public and private relief resources,
the possible need of a state appropriation for public relief still remains. In
fact it is plain that the federal grant is intended to be, not in lieu of, but
merely supplemental to local and state funds and private contributions. One of
the most important and difficult subjects in next winter's legislative session ;
therefore, may be the question of state relief legislation. We must be ready to
help in arriving at a wise decision. The wording "state and looal" is used
because any measure considered will wmdoubtedly aim to coordinate relief providuc
f~om state, county, township or municipal budgets,

Fromotion of administrative standards assuring the wisest use of federcl,
state and loocal funds for unemployment relief

Experience has proved that inexperienced or irresponsible efforts in the admin-
istration of "oubdcor relief" result in more harm than good to the individuals
affected. The waste of the money provided is only one of the ill effects of

such edministration, At best it is diffiocult to avoid destroying the self-respecu
and smbition of those who must accept relief. The injury resulting from unwise
relief giving can only be avoided when standards developed by social service
organizations and workers as a result of years of practical experience are ob-
served, The most effiocient use of the funds available must also be protected

in their disbursement. Therefore we propose the support of administrative stan-
dards assuring the wisest use of relief funds from whatever source.

Study of methods of improving employment opportunities

While meeting the present emergency our citizens should be slert to discover
possible ways of improving the situation in respeot to wemployment for the
future. We should be aware of what methods are being disoussed to stabilize
employment and to adjust to the ohanges in industry resulting from the invention
of machinery and the loss of world trade which has heretofore drawn off our
surplus manufactured products. We should study "methods of improving employ=-
ment opportunities," .




RECOMMENDED POLICY
Supplementing the Proposed Program of Work

That in case any of the legislative measures enacted into law with
the support of the League are threatened by new legislation pro-
posed in the 1933 legislature, active work in their behalf shall be
undertaken;

That if laws embodying standards defined in the National League
program should be attacked by new legislation, such measures shall
be defended by the League as part of its legislative work in the
1933 session,.

3) That to the state board shall be left the decision as to when the
measures, adopted in principle by the convention, shall be made
subjeots for active legislative work.

Minnesota League of Women Voters October 1932




MINUTES OF SPECIAL STATE BOARD MEETING
at State Convention
Oetober 18, 1932

: kiss Nitechell, Nrs, Beard, ¥Miss Wells, ¥rs, Wittich, lrs. Colby
Mrs, Botsford, M¥rs, Denny, Wrs, Dobson, lMre, Cant, Mrs, Everett, lNrs, Hampton,
¥ercher, Nrs, Hawkinson, Mrs, Musser, ¥rs, Richards, ¥rs, Shafer, Mrs,

arce, Vre, Swain,

=
In the absence of the secretary, lMrs, Shafer was asked to act as secretary,
at this special meeting called to resume discussion on the proposed program
of work in the Department of Efficiency in Government, The meeting was
called to order at 4:15 p.m,, Miss Mitchell presiding.

Frs, Richards introduced the discussion of the first item in the department
proposals, Che explained that the specialX committee with three women from
each of the Twin Citles, appointed by the local president, had conferred with
her on the wording of the dapartment program following authorization by the
Board at its September meeting that she formulate the proposed items after
consultation with anyone she wished, The committee had recommended that
the state Bdard go on record as favoring income tax legislation but not in
support of the specific amendment,

This f discussion of the vote at the September 16 Boamrd meating.,
re, Wittich inquires to its terms, The minutes of that meeting were
read and showed that the Board had then voted to xupmmxk recommend to the
of the income tax amendment. Nrs . Beard spoke
ndment and legislation,
ion at the September

of the n ‘or ¢larifving the issues between a1

ished to feseind

e |

ond of Vrs, Yusser that them
¢ convention placing the income tax
ort 'hose voting in fhe nesative were
rs. Colby, Mles Kercher, Mrs ittich,

program 1or supp

was then discusse It w pointed out by Niss Wells that
_ the proposec em pledred the Leapgue to an impossible task,
TED on potion of Wrs ichards , second of Wre, Cant, that the pro=
posed item be changed to read: )pposition to destructive economy which
threatens state end local services essential to the welfare of the people
such as" ete,

Fre, Richards recommended the transfer of the item dealing with the study bf
militaryv expenditures from the Efficiency in Government program to ¢t hat of
the department of International Cooperation To Prevent Yar,

]

TT - :

VOTED on motion of Mre, Richards,; second of Ere, Hawkinson that the
recommendation be adopted,

Respectfully submitted,

Ruth Re Shafer
Secretary I'ro Tem




1932~-3% PROGRAM (F WORK
Adopted by the State Convention
MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
October 18-20, 1932

EFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT

Support of
Revision of Minnesota's Tax System through

a) Income Tax legislation uniformly edministered by trained
- personnel as & replacement tax to effect a more equitable
distribution of taxation

b) Improved methods of assessment under existing tax laws

Opposition to destructive economy which threatens state and local
services essential to the welfare of the people suoch as publie
health nursing, child welfare, and agricultural extension services

Ratification of the "Lame Duck" Amendment to the United States con=
stitufion,

Study of
Reorganization of local governmental units with particular em~
phasis on the county
Operation of state government under the Reorganization Act of 1925

WOMEN IN INDUSTRY
Support of

Amendment of the minimum wage law to make it apply %o girls as it
does to boys up to the age of 21

Improved legislation limiting hours of work for women in industry

Adequate system of state public employment exchanges as one factor
in the prevention as well as relief of unemployment

A state and local system of public unemployment relief with ade-
quate appropriaetion and administrative standards assuring the
wisest use of federal, state and local funds

Study of methods of improving employment opportunities

EDUCATION
Support of measures to extend the benefits of the county unit eor
other larger units of school administration in the interest of

economy and efficiency

Opposktion to amendments to wesken the teacher tenure luw




CHILD WELFARE
Suppert of ‘adequate appropriations for the Division of Child Hygiene
of the State Department of Health to provide for continuance of
work for maternity, infancy and child hygiene ;

LIVING COSTS

Study of
The relation of tariff legislation to living costs

Power in relation to living costs
LEGAL STATUS OF wOMEN
Support of right of women to paid public employment without discrimination
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION TO PREVENT WAR
Study of _
The foreign policy of the United States toward the Union of Socialist
Soviet Republics

Reparations and War Debts

Expenditures for military purposes in the federal and state govern-
ments in relation to the problem of tax reduction

CONGRESSIONAL MEASURES

Designated by the General Council of the National League of Women Voters
For active support in 1932-33

International Adherence of the United States to the World Court
Cooperation
to Prevent War Treaties emerging from the Geneva Disarmament Conferenne

Women in Industry A coordinated system of federal and state employmen}
exchanges in which system there is due regard for
the interests of women

Adequate appropriastion for the U.S. Women's Bureau

Living Costs Development of Muscle Shoals as a national asset

Adequate appropriation for the U.S, Bureau of Home
Economics

Child Welfare A federal program of maternity, infancy end child
hygiene administered by the U.S. Children's Bureiu

Adequate appropriation for the U.S. Chiidren's Burean

Efficiency in Federal suffrage in the Distriet of Mol mbis
Government




Minrnesota League of W omen Voters
9l larquette Avenue, Minneapolis September 1933

BEXPLANATION OF NEW ITEMS
1933=-34 Proposed Program of Work

EDUCATION
Study of
FEducation and its relation %o the unemployed youth of Iinncsc*a,

Leading educators in the state have felt that there is a great need at the
present time of offering opportunity for further education to the large nurber
of unemployed youth between the ages of 17 and 24,

Questionnaires have been sent out to the school superintendents in the state
end information obtained as to the number and location of these young people,
A commission appointed by the Governor and headed by the Commissioner of Edu=
cation, Mr, Phillips, has met in conference to study the problem and the faots
obtained and to decide what it may be possible for schools, colleges and com-
mmnities to do in the way of providing extra classes, scholarships, free tui~
tion, free lectures, or opportunity for pert-time work. A committee of six is
working at the present time on a plan evolved from this conference.

There is need for the League to be informed about this poblem in order that it
ma;” 0o able to give intelligent support and oooperation to the plan that will
bs offered,

LEGAL STATUS OF VIOMEN
fi"':udy of
The revision of the Netionality Law with particular reference to children,

The special reason for adding this item %o our program for study is that Presi-
dent Roosevelt has appointed & committee consisting of the Seoretary of State,
the Avtorney~-General, and the Secretary of Labor "to review the nationality

laws of the United States, to recommend revisions, particularly with reference
to the removal of certain existing disoriminations, end to codify those laws in-
to onse ogmprehensive nationality law for submission to the Congress at the next
session,

"The next regular session of the Congress convenes on January 3. On that date,
of course, the League will not be empowered to state a position one way or the
ocher on the nationality of children, However, if study of the question is
vigor-usly pushed in the states between now and the National League conventlon
next spring," it may be possible "at that time to formulate a point of vi-w
thet the delegates would vote to adopt as the League'’s ‘stand,' And, barring
previous passage of an act or code by the Congress, League aoction might well
bsar considerable weight in a final revision of such & law," The State De=
partment is aware of the League's great interest in the matter and has in-
formally oonsulted the National League on several occasions as to provisions
acceptable to uss The National League has explained that at present we are
studying the matter and are therefore unable to endorse any specific propesals,
It is greatly to be desired, however, if it oan be done within our established
procedure and with adequate deliberation, that the League be in & position to
contribute to sound thinking and intelligent legislation on this very impor-
tant question,

WOMEN IN INDUSTRY

Study of
The National Industrial Recovery Act as a method for improving public em~
ployment opportunities,

See article "In Step with the Nation" in September 1933 VOTER for explanation
of this item,




PROGRAM OF WORK
Minnesota League of Women Voters
1933~193¢%

PRE-ELECTION ACTIVITIES

Candidates meetings, vote surveys, information headquarters, etec,

Encouraging participation by all qualified voters in every step by which
public officials are nominated and elected, including ocaucuses, primaries.
convention and eleotions,

Encouragement of appointment or election of qualified women to public office,

EFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT

Study and support of

Constructive economy in all units of government and opposition to destructive
economy which threatens state and local services essential to the welfare
of the people such as public health nwrsing, child welfare, schools,
libraries, agricultural extension services. and cther items which are on
the League program.

Reorganization of looal governmental units with partioular emphasis on the
county.

A merit system in public service,

Studx of

Minnesota's tax system with a view to revision along the following lines:
a) More equitable distribution of the tax burden
b) Improved methods of assessment
c) State control of expenditures and indebtedness in all local government.
al wnits
d) Abolition of duplication in state and local taxes

Budgets
WOMEN IN INDUSTRY

SuEEort of

Improved working hours for women
Adequate system of state and public employment agencies
State and local system of public unemployment relief

Study of

National Industrial Recovery Act as a method for improving public employment
opportunities
Unemployment insurance

EDUCATION
Study of
Different units of school administration in the interests of economy and

efficiency
Education in its relation to the unemployed youth of Minnesota




CHILD VELFARE
Study and support of

Child Labor Amendment
Adequate local child welfare organizations and administration
" maternity~infancy work
N "  public health nursing

LIVING COSTS
Study of
Relation of tariff legislation to living costs

Power in relation to living costs
Bureau of Home Economics

LEGAL STATUS OF WOMEN

Support_of right of women to paid public employment without discrimination

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION TO PREVENT WAR

Support of all measures included on national support program

Studx of

Foreign polioy of the United States toward the Union of Socialist Soviet
Republics
Report of Conference on Cause and Cure of Var

FEDERAL MEASURES

Without convention action the Minnesota League of VWomen Voters cooperates
with all other state Leagues in support of such federal measures as re=-
late to League program when they are designated for action., The General
Council of the National League in 1933 designated the appropriation of
five government agencies for support throughout the year and the follow~
ing, whenever they become active in Congress:

International agreements controlling the International Cooperation
manufacture and shipment of arms to Prevent War
Entrance into the World Court
Treaties or agreements arising from the
Disarmament Conference or the World
Economic Conference
Federal provision for continuance of Child Welfare
maternity~infancy hygiene programs
Removal of discriminations against women Legal Status of Women
in administrative practice
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PROPOSED PROGRAM OF WORK
To be submitted to the State Convention
MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
Curtis Hotel, Minneapolis, October 18-20

Note: See A Platform for the National League of Women Voters (attached)
for suggestions that have been taken into consideration by the
department chairmen and the state Board in formulating these propcsals-

DEPARTMENT OF EFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT

Support of
Revision of Minnesota's Tax System through

a) Income Tax legislation uniformly administered by trained personncrl
as a replacement tax to effect a more equitable distributicn <t
taxation

b) Improved methods of assessment under existing tax laws

Genuine reduction in all governmental costs eliminating waste and
inefficiency without sacrificing state and local services essential
to the welfare of the people such as public health nursing, child
welfare, and agricultural extension services

Ratification of the "Leme Duck" Amendment to the United States cmstiinf
Study of
Reorganization of local governmental units with particular emphasis on
the county
Operation of state government under the Reorganization Act of 1925

Expenditures for military purposes in the federal and state governmer i~
in relation to the problem of tax reduction

WOMEN IN INDUSTRY
Support of
Amendment of the minimum wage law to meke it apply to girls as it does
to boys up to the age of 21

Improved legislation limiting hours of work for women in industry

Adequate system of public employment exchanges as cne factor in the
prevention as well as relief of unemployment

A state and looal system of public unemployment relief

Promotion of administrative standards assuring the wisest use of federal,
state and local funds for unemp}oyment relief

Study of methods of improving employment opportunities
EDUCATION
Support of
The county unit or other larger unit of school administration in the

interest of economy and efficiency

Oppostion to smendments to wesken the teacher tenure law,




"UILD WELFARE
Support of
Adequate appropriations for the Division of Child Hygiene of the Stat:

Department of Health to provide for continuance of work for maternity ,
infancy and child hygiene

Improvement in legislation affeg¢ting the employment of children in Minneso'a
LIVING COSTS

Study of
The relation of tariff legxslation to living costs

Power in relation to living costs
LEGAL STATUS OF WOMEN

Support of
Amendment of the marriage law to require registration of all marriages

Right of women to paid publioc employment without diserimination
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION TO PREVENT WAR

Study of
The foreign policy of the United States toward the Union of Socialist
Soviet Republiocs

(quﬁaaaﬁ;oﬂ¢o ol Town el F

CONGRESSIONAL MEASURES

Designated by the General Council of the National League of Women Voters
For active support in 1932-33

International Adherence of the United States to the World Court
Cooperation -
to Prevent War Treaties emerging from the Geneva Disarmament Conference

Women in Industry A coordinated system of federal and state employment
exchanges in which system there is due regard for tha
interests of women

Adequate appropriation for the U.S. Women's Bureau

Living Costs Development of Muscle Shoals as a national asset
Adequate appropriation for the U.S. Bureau of Home Economioe
Child Welfare A federal program of maternity, infancy and child hygiene
Adequate appropriation for the U.S. Children's Bureau

Efficiency in Federal suffrage in the District of Columbia
Government
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PROPOSED PROGRAM OF WORK W/, - ComrenTlop,

Minnesota League of Women Voters i 4“23-.
1933-1934 5

Recornmended to the State Convention for adoption, by the Board, and prepared with
the especial assistance of the chairmen of program departments,

If adopted, responsibility for carrying out the program lies with the local Leagues,

directed by the State Board, while especial assistance will come from the depart-
ments involved.

New items are underlined.

FOR SUPPORT:

Administration and enforcement of measures passed by the 1933 Legislature, with
League support, as follows:

A more equitable disiribution of taxes Efficiency in Government

Limited hours of work for women Women in Industry

State public employment exchanges

State and local system of unemployment relief " "

Appropriation for maternity and infanoy hygiene Child Welfare

Amendment to Street Tradea Law " -

Reorganization of local povernmental units Efficiency in Government

The merit system in all governmental offices

Continued:
Opposition to destructive economy in government
Opposition to discriminations against women in
public office Legal Status of Women
FOR STUDY:

With a view %o fubture continued support, measures supported by the League of VWomen
Voters that failed of enactment in the 1933 Legislature:

Improved methods of tax assessment as part of study
of Minnesota tax system with a view to revision Efficiency in Government

Amendment to the Minimum Wage Law Women in Industry
County school unit Education

Child Labor Amendment Child Welfare

* These measures are subjeot to support whenever they become active in the State
TJBgi slaﬁul‘e.




FOR STUDY:

New:
Administrative Budgets Efficiency in Government

N.R.A. in relation to the League of Women Voters' B " i
program Child Welfare
Education
Legal Status of Women
Women in Industry
Living Costs

Unemployment insurance Women in Industry

Bducation with specific reference to the uremployed Education

Recommended for Study, from the National League Program:

The relation of tariff legislation to living costs Living Costa

n "

The relation of nower to living costs

The Bureau of Home Economios "

The foreign policy of the United States toward the International Cooperation

The procedure of the Disarmament Conference International Cooperation

New psychology of peace " u

Report of Conference on the Cause and Cure of War, 1933

FEDERAL MEASURES

Without convention action the Minnesota League of Viomen Voters cooperates with all
other state Leagues in support of such federal measures as relate to League program
when they are designated for action, The General Council in 1933 designated the ap~
propriation of five government agencies for support throughout the year and the
following, whenever they become active in Congress:

International agreements controlling the menufacture International Cooperation
and shipment of arms
Entrance into the World Court = b
Treaties or agrecments arising from the Disarmament
Conference or the World Economic Conference
Federal provision for continuance of maternity-infancy
hygiene programs Child Welfare
Removal of disoriminations against women in adminis-
trative practice Legal Status of Women

"

PRE-ELECTION ACTIVITIES

It is also customary among local Leagues to carry on pre-election activities of
various kinds throughout the year,
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1933~-34 PROPOSED PROGRAM OF WORK
Minnesota Lecgue of Women Voters

PRE-ELECTION ACTIVITIES

fandidates meetings, vote surveys, information headquarters, etc,

Enocouraging participation by all qualified voters in every step by which
public officials are nominated and elected, including caucuses, pri-
maries, convention and elections,

Inoouragement of appointment or eleotion of qualified women to pu>lic office.
EFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT

Study and support of

Constructive economy in anll units of government and opposition to de=-
structive economy which threatens state and local services essen-
tial to the welfare of the people such as public health nursing,
child welfare, and agricultural extension services.

Reorgonization of local governmental units with particular emphasis on
the county,

The merit system in all governmental offices.

Study of

Minnesota's tax system with a view to revision along the following lines:
a) More equitable distribution of taxes

b) Improved methods of assessment

¢) State control of expenditures and indebtedness in all loecal govern=
mental units

d) Abolition of dupliocation in state and local taxes
Administrative budgets
WOMEN IN INDUSTRY

support of
Improved working hours for women

Adequate system of state and public employment agenmcies

State and local system of public wnemployment relief

Study of

* National Industrial Recovery Act as a method for improving public em=
ployment opportunities,

EDUCATION
Study of

Different units of school administration in the interests of economy and
effici enodye

* Education and its relation to the unemployed youth of Minnesota,
CHILD WELFARE

Study of
Child Labor Amendment

Study and Support of adequate
Local Child Welfare orgenizations and administration

Local maternity-infancy work

Local publioc health nursing

#llew itemm.a% to be followed by explanatory statement from respective chairmen

L]




LIVING COSTS

Study of
Relation o tariff legislation to living costs

Power in relation to living costs
Bureau of Home Economics
LEGAL STATUS OF WOMEN
Support of right of women to paid public employment without diserimination

*3tudy of the revision of the Nationality Law with particular reference to
children,

INTERNATICNAL COOPERATION TO PREVENT WAR

Subport of
Adherence of the United States to the World Court

Treaties emerging from the Geneva Disarmament Conference
liembership of the United States in the League of Nations

Proposals and measures permitting international agreements controlling
the manufacture and shipment of arms,

**Revision of the War Debts

Study of
Foreign policy of the United States toward the Union of Socialist Soviet
Republics,

The procedure of the Disarmament Conference
New Psychology of Peace

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM FOR 1933-1934
Adopted by the General Council April 27, 1933

Support of appropriations for
Federal Trade Commission Children's Bureau

Office of Edueation VWomen's Bureau
Bureau of Home Economics

Vhenever timely:

International agreements controlling the manufacture and shipment of arms

Intrance into the VWorld Court

Such other international measures as are presented to the Congress and re-
late to the Program of Work, (Probably treaties or agreements arising
from the Disarmement Conference or the World Economic Conference,)

Federal provision for continuance of meternity-infnacy hygiene programs

Removal of discriminations against women in administrative practice

The Council further indicated its strong sense of the importance of the merit
system in the Civil Service and voted that the League of Women Voters under-
take work in its behalf as soon as it is financially expedient,

* New item -~ to be followed by explanatory statement from chairman,

** From its study "the Lesgue recognizes the faot that payment in full ac-
cording to the original agreembnt is impossible for the majority of the debtors,
and therefore, we are confronted with the question of an appropriate revision

of the debb in each case or the political decision to force complete repudia~
tion of the debt by the debtors. It is believed, politically and ethiocally,
that in publie life this last course would not be wise, Therefore, a just re-
vision of the debts is required,"




PROGRAM OF WORK
Minnesota League of Women Voters
1933=1934%

PRE~ELECTION ACTIVITIES

Candidates meetings, vote surveys, information headquarters, eto,

Encouraging participation by all qualified voters in every step by which
public officials are nominated and elected, including caucuses, primaries.
convention and elections,.

Encouragement of appointment or election of qualified women to public office,

EFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT
Study and support of

Constructive economy in all units of government and opposition to destructive
economy which threatens state and local services essential to the welfare
of the people such as public health nmursing, child welfare, schools,
libraries, agricultural extension services, and other items which are on
the League program.

Reorganization of local governmental units with particular emphasis on the
county.

A merit system in public service,

Studz of

Minnesota's tax system with a view to revision along the following lines:
a) More equitable distribution of the tax burden
b) Improved methods of assessment
¢) State control of expenditures and indebtedness in all local government.
al units
d) Abolition of duplication in state and local taxes

Budgets

WOMEN IN INDUSTRY

Suggort of

Improved working hours for women
Adequate system of state and public employment agencies
State and local system of public unemployment relief

Study of

National Industrial Recovery Act as a method for improving public employment
opportunities
Unemployment insurance

EDUCATION
Study of
Different units of school administration in the interests of economy and

efficiency
Education in its relation to the unemployed youth of Minnesota
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CHILD VELI'ARE
Study and support of

Child Labor Amendment

Adequate local child welfare orgenizations and administration
s " maternity~infancy work

public health nursing

n n

LIVING COSTS
Study of

Relation of tariff legislation to living costs
Power in relation to living costs
Bureau of Home Fconomics

LEGAL STATUS OF WOMEN

Support of right of women to paid public employment without discrimination

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION TO PREVENT WAR

Support of all measures included on national support program

Study of

Foreign poliocy of the United States toward the Union of Socialist Soviet
Republics
Report of Conference on Cause and Cure of Viar

- e o e

FEDERAL MEASURES

Without convention action the Minnesota League of Women Voters cooperates
with all other state Leagues in support of such federal measures as re-
late to League program wheon they are designated for action. The General
Council of the National League in 1933 designated the appropriation of
five government agencies for supprort throughout the year and the follow-
ing, whenever they become active in Congress:

International agreements controlling the International Cooperation
manufacture and shipment of arms to Prevent War
Entrance into the World Court
Ireaties or agreements arising from the
Disarmament Conference or the World
Economic Conference
Federal provision for continuance of Child Welfare
maternity-infenoy hygiene programs
Removal of diseriminations against women Legal Status of Women
in administrative practice




Minnesota League of Women Voters
State Convention ' October, 1934

CHANGES IN THE PROPOSED PROGRAM OF WORK

That items for study be designated merely as "study" and not as
"directed study", but thnt items to be given special emphasis be

starred.,

That item 1 under study be designated "trained personnel in public

office! instead of "merit system in public office".

Sy

¢

That a third item be sdded under studv: '"Federal and state activities
which tend to protect the interests of the consumer."

That a fourth item be addei under study: "O0ld age pensions".

That an item to be numbered "4" under Recommended Policy be added:
"That the League of Women Voters may support measures to provide suffi-
cient funds for mainteining a high standard of education with equaliza-
tion of educational opportunities,"



- 4 o FEDERAL MEASURE- FOR LEGISLATIVE EMPHA®Io

PROPOSED PROGRAM OF WORK
Hinno#ota League of Viomon Votors
1934 - 1936

Suggort
T. Largor unit® of school administration

Without convention action, the Minnefota League of
Women Voters cooperates with all other state Leagues
in support of such federal measures as are selected
from the League Program by the National Council.
The following items have been selected for ‘emphasis

2. Rovision of state aid for schools

3. Cormission for tax revision

4, Improved methods of assessment

6. Roorgenization of locol governmental units with
partiocular emphasis on the county

8., Adequate systen of stete public employment
agencios

7. Stote and looal 8yston of unemployment relier_ o g

8. Right of women %o paid publioc employment with--
.. out digorimination
9, Adoquate local child wolfare organizations and”
administration
10. Publio health nursing
11. Adeguato local maternity and infancy work
12. Jury servioco for wonen

Dir ccted Study
T. Vorit Systom in public office
2, Unemployment insurance

REOOI\MDED POLICI

In addition to these specified reoomendatima,

it 1is understood: T N

1. That the League shall bo active in supporting -
the adninistration and enforcement of measures
passed by former legislatures with Loague mp-
ort . :
‘%hat in base any of the legislative neasures
onaoted into law with the support of the Leagua
are threatoned by now legislation, active work
in their beohalf shall be undertaken at {:ho de-
oision of the Board.
That if laws embodying standards deofined in the
National League Program should be attaocked by
hew legislation, such measurcs shall be de-
fended by the Lesague as part of its legisla-
tive work in the 1935 =scssion, *
That %o tho state board shall be loft the deci-
sion as to whon the rousures, adopted in prin-
oiple by the convention, shall bc made subjoots
for aotive logislabive worke.

* VI,

* V11,
Yill.

* III.

in Congressional interviews:

I, Civil Service

1, Adherence %o the merit System in all bran-
- ches of the United States Government
2. Removal of discriminations against married
persons
Federal encouragement of state unemploymnt
compensation legislation
Federal acotivities protecting the Consumer
1. Appropriation for the Bureau of Home
“ Eoonomi o8

2. Cooperative extension work in home esonomios
~ 3. Appropriation for the Federal Trade Com-

mission

4, Extension of Food and Drugs Regulation
, Social Service® and Unemployment Relief

l. Appropriation for the Children's Bureau

2, Appropriation for the Women's Bureau

3. Appropriation for the United States Em-
ployment Servioce

4. Appropriation for Unemployment Relief

5. Appropriation for the Office of-Education

Renewal of federal fund® for maternal and

child hygiane to be administered by the

Children's Bureau

International Cooperation

1. American adherence to the World Court

2, Arms BEmbargo (%o prohibit the exportation
of arms from the United State® undor cer-
tain conditions)

Opposition to the Equal Rights Ammﬁnont

Foederal Suffrago for the Distriot of Columbia

This can bo obtaincd only through & congros-

sional rcsolution submitting a constitutional
amondment o the statos for ratification

Itoms rooomendod for special study

L 1

If adopted, responsibility” for carrying out this

progrem lies with the local Lesgues, directed by

the State Board, with Special aﬁsistance from the
Depar tment Chairmen, as follows:

Department of Government and Its Operation

Commission for Tax Revision

Improved Methods of Assessment

Reorganization of local governmental units with
particular emphasis on the couniy

Morit system in public office

Department of Government and Education

Larger units of school administration
Revision of State Aid for >chools

Dopartment of Government and Child VWelfare

Adequate local child wolfare organizations and
adninistrotion

Publio health nursing

Adequate local maternity and infancy work

Department of Govornment and Economic Velfare

Adequate systom of state public anployment
aganocies

Statc and looal 8ystem of unomploymont roliof
Unemployment Insurance

Department of Government and International Co-

g:Eoration
Itoms on National Loaguc Program

_D%Eartment cof Government and Logal Status of
omen

Right of women to paid public employment without
discrimination
Jury sorvice for women




Minnesota Leapue of Women Voters
State Convention October, 1934

CHANGES IN TEE PROPOSED PROGRAM OF WORK

That items for studv be designated merely as "study" and not as
"directed study", but that items to be given special emphasis be
starred.

That item 1 under study be designated "trained personnel in public
office" instead of "merit system in public office".

That a third item be added under study: "Federal and state activities
which tend to protect the interests of the consumer."

That a fourth item be added under study: "Old age pensions".

That an item to be numbered "4" under Recommended Policy be added:
"That the League of Women Voters may support measures to provide suffi-
cient funds for maintaining & high standard of education with equaliza-
tion of educational opportunities."




PROGRAM OF WORK
Minnesota ILeuzuc of Wumen Voters
1934 - 1936

Suppory
A, Larger wmite of school administration
2, Revision of state aid for schools
/3« Commission for tax revision
4, Improved methods of assessment

B. Reorganization of local guvernmental units
with partioular emphasis on the county

6o Adequnte system of state public employment
agangies

7« State and looal 8ystem of unemployment relief

8« Right of women %o paid public employment
witheut diserimination

9. Adequate local child welfare organizations
ond administration

10, Public health nursing
11, Adequate local maternity and infaney work
12, Jury service for women
Stody
* 1\. Treined porSonnel in public service

* 2o Unomployment insurance

3« Fodoral and state activities whiech tend %o
protect the interests of the consurer

4, O0l1d age pansions

* Items recommended for special study

FEDERAL MEASURE~ FOR IEGISIATIVE EMPHA-Io

Without convention smotion, the Minne%ota League of
Women Voters cooperates with all other state Leagues
in support of such federal measures as are selected
from the League Program by the National Council.
The following items have been selected for erphasis
in Congressional in%terviews:

I, Civil Servioce :
1. Adherence to the merit system in 2ll bran- -
ches of the United State? Government
2. Removal of discriminations against married
persens
II, Federal encouragement of state unemployment
compensation legislation

- % III, Federal activities protecting the Consumer

1. Appropriation for the Bureau of Home
- Eoaonomi os
2. Cooperative extension work in home economics
3. Appropriation for the Federal Trade Com-
mission
4, Extension of Food and Drugs Regulation
IV, Sooial Service® and Unemployment Relief
1. Appropriation for the Children's Bureau
2, Appropriation for the Women's Burecau
3. Appropriation for the United States Em-
ployment Service
4. Appropriation for Unemployment Relief
6. Appropriation for the Office of Education
V. Renewal of federal fund® for maternal and
child hygiene to be administered by the
Children's Bureau

~» VI, Internetional Cooperation

1. American adherence to the World Court
2. Arms Bmbargo (%o prohibit the exportation
of arms from the United Stato? under cer-:
tain conditions)
* VII, Opposition to the Equal Rights Amendment :
V111, Federal Suffrage for the Distriot of Columbia
This -can be obtaincd only through a congroa-
sional resolution submitting a constitubtional
amendment §o the statos for ratification

* Itoms rocommended for special study

; RoSponsibility for carrying out this
program lies with tho looal leagues, dircoted by
tho State Board, with 8pocial assistance from
the department chairmen, as follows:

Department of Government and Its Operation

1, Commission for taox revision

2+ Improved methods of assessment

3e Reorganization of local governmental wnite
with particular emphasis on the ocounty

4, Trained personnel in public Service

Department of Government and Education

1, Larger units of school administration
2. Revision of state aid for schools

Department of Government and Child Welfare

1, Adequate local child welfare organizations
and administration

2, Public health nursing

3+ Adequate local maternity and infaney work

Dopartmont of Government and Economie Welfare

1, Adequato system of state public omployment
agoncios

2, State and looal &ystom of unemployment rolief

3« Unomployment insurance

4, Foderal and statc activities whioh tend to
protect the intercests of the consumer

5. Old age pensions

Dﬂarbmon!: of Government and International

Items on Netional Lecgue Progran

Dopartmont of Government and the Leogal Status
of Worion

le Right of woman to paid public employment
without diserimination
2, Jury sorvice for women




RECOMMENDED POLICY

In addition to theso Specifiod roocormondations,

it

1,

is undorstood:

That the League shall bo agtive in support-
ing the administration and enforeenent of
measuros passed by formor leogislatures with
Leaguo Support.

That in ozSe any of tho legislative neasuros
enaotod into law with tho support of the
Loague are throatenod by now legislation,
active work in their behalf shall be wndere
takon ot the deeision of the Board,

That if laws embodying standards defined in
tho National Loague Program should bo at-
tacked by now legislation, Such measures
shall be defonded by tho League as part of
its legislative work in the 1935 session.

That the League of Women Voters may support
neasures to provide sufficient funds for
maintaining a high standard of cduecation
with ogualization of edusational opportuni-
tios,

That to the State Board 8hall be left the
deoision as %o whon the measuret, adopted
in principle by the convention, shall be

made subject® for aotive legislative work.




FROPOSED FROGRAN OF WORK
Minnesota League of Women Voters
1935 —~ 1936 ..y ¢

CURRENT PROJECTS

l. Cooperation with National League in Campaign
for Trained Public Personnel

2« Survey of Public Personnel in ilinnesota

3es Survey of Schonls in Support of Larger Units
of School Administration

4, Cooperation with National League on all active
Federal leasures

CONTINUED RESPONSIBILITIES

_1ls Support of Efficient Operation of Federal-State
Employment Service

Opposition to Discriminations against Women in
Public Employment

3« Encoursgement of State and Local Public Welfare
Organization
a) Public Health MNursing
b) Child Welfare
c) Maternity and Infancy
d) Mothers' Aid
SIUDY
l. Coordination of Public Social Service Activities
Reorganization of Local Governmental Units
a) Consolidation of Counties
b) Improved methods of finance: budgets, pur-
chasing, accounting, fee system
Taxes anc Tex Trends in Minnesota
Consumer Problems

Soecial Insurance

The Civil Service Law Proposed for Minnesota

Responsibility for carrying out this program lies
with the Local Leagues, directed by the State
Board, with special assistance from the depart-
ment chairmen, as follows:

DEPARTMENT OF GOVERMMENT AND ITS OPERATIO
1. Survey of Public Personnel in Minnesota
2. Reorganization of Local Governmental Units
a) Consclidation of Counties ‘
b) Improved Methods of Finance: bdudgets, pur-
chasing, accounting, fee system
3, Taxes and Tax Trends in Minnesota
4, The Civil Service Law Proposed for Minnesota
Federal
Adherence to the merit system in all branches
of the United States Government
Federal Suffrage for the District of Columbia’

DEPARTUENT OF GOVERMMENT AND EDUCATION

1. Survey of Public Personnel in Minnesota

2, Survey of Schools in Support of Larger Units
of School Administration

Federal
Appropriation for the Office of Education

DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT AND CHILD WELFARE

1. Survey of Public Personnel in Minnesota

2. Encouragement of state and local Public Wel-
fare Organization
a) Public Health Nursing
b) Child Welfare
c) Maternity and Infancy
d) Mothers!' Aid

Federal
Appropriation for the Children's Bureau

DEPARTMENT OF Qmmmw AYD BEONOMIC WELFARE

1. Survey of Public Personnel in Minnesota

Support of Efficient Operation of Federal-
State Employment Service

3, Coordination of Public Social Service Ac~
tivities :

4, Consumer Problenms
5., Social Insurance

Federal
Cooperative Extention work in Home Ecomomics

Extension of Food and Drugs Regulation

Appropriations for: Bureau of Home Economics
Women's Bureau
U.S. Employment Service.
Unemployment Relief

DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT AND INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION | :

1, American Adherence to the World Court
2. Government Control of Munitions
3., Revision of War Debts

DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT AND THE LEGAL STATUS
OF WOMEN

1, Survey of Public Personnel in Minnesota

2. Opposition to Discriminations against Women
in Fublic Employment

Federal

Opposition to the "Equal Rights" Amendment

Removal of Discriminations against Married
Persons




K 1935 = 1937
Women Voters

PROGRAM CF WORI
Minnesota Leapgue of
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[ WHEN NECESSARY

Opposition to Discriminations against Women
lic Employment :

Units of School Taxation and Administration large
enough for economy and efficiency -

Protection of academic freedom as basic to sound
education v

Coordinated state and local orgenization for public

and child welfaré services

Application of 4he Social Security Act to Mimmesota:

Uncmplcyment Comncnsptlon, Child Welfare Serviees,
Adequate provision for lMaternity, Infancy and
Child hygiene.

"Commission for Tax Revision

Statowide, uniform systom of tox asscssment

Cooperation with Netional League on all active fed-

ersl measures, including

Pblicy

STUDY
1. Expenditure control as a practiceble method of tax
" limitation
2. Fee system as 2]
3. Consumer Problon
4, labor Problems: (a) Colloctive Bargaining; (b)
Status of Minimum Wage rislatio

to County Officers

in Pub-

all gquestions of Foreign

Responsibility for cerryiag out this program lies

with the local Leajues, directed by the State Board

with special assistence from the Depertment Chair-

men, as follows:

DEPARTMENT OF GOVERKMENT AND ITS OPERATION

%], Qualified Personnel in Public Service

2. A Civil Service Law for Minnesota

*3. Statewide, uniflorm system of tax assessment

¥4, Commission for Tax Revision

5. Expenditure control as a practicable method
of tax limitation

6. Fee system as applied to county officers

*¥7. Cooperation with National League on all active
federal measures

DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT AND EDUCATION

%1, Qualified Persomnel in Public Service

*2. Units of school taxation and administration large
enough for economy and efficiency

#3. Protection of academic freedom as basic to sound
education

%4, Cooperation with National League on all active
federal measures

DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT AND CHILD WELFARE

*1, Qualified Personnel in Public Service

*2. Coordinated state and local orgenization for pub-
liec and child welfare services

%3+ Application of the Social Security Act to Minne=-
sota: Child Welfare Services, Adequate provi=
sion for maternity, infancy, and child hygiene

*4, Cooperation with Hational League on all active
federal measures

DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT AND ECONOMIC WELFARE

*le Qualif'jed Personnel in Publie Service

*2. Coordinated state and local orgamization for pub=-
lic and child welfare services

*3. Application of the Social Security Act to Minne-
sota: Unemployment Compensation

4. Consumer Probloms

5. Labor Problems: (a) Collective Bargaining; (b)
Status 1 Wnge Ligislation

*¥6, Cocperatin ';;jchhl Leaguc on all active

DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT AND

WOMEN
Qualified Persomnel in Public Service
Opposition to Discriminations ageinst Women in
Public Employment

*3. Cooperation with National League on all active
federal measures

DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT AND FOREIGI POLICY

*1. Downward Revision of tariifs through reciproecal

trade agreements

foreign policy of this country as a non=belli-

gerent nation, which will not obstruct the

efforts of other nations to achieve peace

*3. Partieipation in the collective system for the
prevention of war; including implementation of
the Pact of Paris, and membership in the Per=-
menent Court of Inbernational Justice and the
League of Nations

4. The evolving foreign poliecy of the United States

*Indicates Support Items

THE LEGAL STATUS OF

*1.
*2.

%2, A

RECOMMENDED POLICY
In addition to these specified recommendations, it
is understood:

1. That the League shall be active in supporting
the administration and enforcement of measures
passed by former legislatures with League support

That in case any of the legislative measures en=
acted into law with the support of the League are
threatened by new legislation, active work in
their behalf shall be undertaken at the decision
of the Board.

That if laws embodying standards defined in the
National League program should be attacked by
new legislation, such measures shall be defended
by the League as part of its legislative work in
the 1937 session.

That to the State Board shall be left the deci-|
sion as to when the measures, adopted in prinei-
ple by thc convention shall be made subjects fu:
active lesisiative work.
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MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
PROPOSED PROGRAM OF WORK
1937 - 1938

FEDERAL MEASURES

Cooperation with the National League on all active federal measures, including all
questions of Foreign Policy (see below)

STATE RESPONSIBILITIES

FOR EMPHASIS

Qualified Personnel In Public Service Applicable to

A Civil Service Law for Minnesota Department

Reorganization of School Units Department
Effective County Welfare Admin- (Depprtment
istration ( n

Operation of the Social Security (Department
Act in Minnesota "
Protective legislation for women
workers

(Department
Welfare

FOR STUDY

Reorganization of State Welfare
Administration

Welfare
Government and Collective Bargaining
Food and Drug Protection in Minnesota Department
Sources and allocation of school funds Department

Standards of selection, tenure and
retirement of teachers

Depar tment

Present and possible new sources of
revenue Lot
Review of structure and functions, of

Department

Department

Department of

Department of

all Departments

Government
Government

Government
n

Government
n

Government

Government

Government
Government
Government

Government

Governmensg

Government

and Its Operation
and Education

and Child Welfare
" Economic Welfare

and Child Welfare
U Economic Welfare

and Economic

and Fconomic

and Econ, Welfare
and Econ, Welfare
and Education

and Education

and Its Operation

and Ite Operation

state and loepl government

LOCAL PROJECTS

Local Leagues are urged to support local projects which are consistent with the

League program,
ACTIVE FEDERAL MEASURES ON NATIONAL PROGRAM OF WORK

Amendment to federal Constitution to pake
process of ratification of constitutional
A coordinated federal, state and local sys- amendments less difficult and more res-
tem of taxation to provide adequate revemue ponsive to the will of the electorate
for essential governmental services through
an equitable distribution of the tax burden, Protection of consumers; including ade-
quate food, drug and cosmetic laws

Qualified personnel in government service

Reorganization of government to promote
efficient administration Downward revision of tariff through
reciproecal trade agreements

Child labor legislation, including ratifi-
cation of the Child Labor Amendment A foreign policy of this country, as a -
non-belligerent nation, which will not
obstruct the efforts of other nations to

achieve peace

Legislation improving conditions of work,
wages and hours for women workers

Opposition to all discriminations in public Participation in the collective system
employment based on sex or marital status for the prevention of war; including
implementation of the Pact of Paris, and
membership in the Permanent Court of
Intermmational Justice and the League of
Nations

Opposition to proposed Equal Rights
Amendment




RECOMMENDED POLICY:

I. That the League, by a two -thirds majority of the members of the
State Board present and voting, previous notice having been
given, may undertake active work:

a) In support of the administration, enforcement and improvement
of laws, which in their passage were supported by the League;
or for measures previously supporteé by the League and not
enacted into law,

b) If laws, which in their passage were supported by the League, or
if laws embodying standards defined in the National League
program, are threatened by new legislation.

II. That to the State Board shall be left the decision as to when
"~ the measures, adopted in principle by the convention, shall be
made subjects for active legislative work.
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MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

PROPOSED PROGRAM O

19397 =« 1986

FEDERAL MEASURES

ey

2

WORK

Cooperation with the National League on all active federal measures, including all
questions of Foreign Policy (see below)

STATE RESPONSIBILITIES

l.

FOR EMPHASTIS
Qualified Personnel In Public Service Applicable
A Civil Service Law for Minnesota Department
Reorganization of School Units Department

Effective County Welfare Admin- (Department
istration g1 .

Operation of the Social Security
Act in Minnesota

(Department
"

(Department
Welfare

Protective legislation for women
workers

FOR STUDY

Reorganization of State Welfare
Administration

Department
Welfare

Government and Collective Bargaining
Food and Drug Protection in Minnesota Department

Sources and allocation of school funds Department

Standards of selection, tenure and
retirement of teachers

Present and possible new sources of
revenue
Review of structure and functions of

Depar tment

Department

Department

of

Department of

of

of

all Departments

Government
Government

Government
n

Government
n

Government

Government

Government
Government
Government

Government

Government

Government

and Its Operation
and Education

and Child Welfare
" Economic Welfare

and Child Welfare
" Economic Welfare

and Economic

and Fconomic

and Econ, Welfare
and Econ, Welfare
and Education

and Education

and Its Operation

and Its Operation

state and local government

LOCAL PROJECTS

Local Leagues are urged to support local projects which are consistent with the

League program,

ACTIVE FEDERAL MEASURES ON NATIONAL PROGRAM OF WORK

Amendment to federal Constitution to make
process of ratification of constitutional
A coordinated federal, state and local sys-~ amendments less difficult and more res-
tem of taxation to provide adequate revenue ponsive to the will of the electorafe
for essential governmental services through
an equitable distribution of the tax burden. Protection of consumers; including ade-
quate food, drug and cosmetic laws

Qualified personnel in government service

Reorganization of government to promote
efficient administration Downward revision of tariff through
reciprocal trade agreements

Child labor legislation, including ratifi-
cation of the Child Labor Amendment A foreign policy of thie country, as a -
non-belligerent nation, which will not
obstruct the efforts of other nations to

achieve peace

Legislation improving conditions of work,
wages and hours for women workers

Participation in the collective system
for the prevention of war; including
implementation of the Pact of Paris, and
membership in the Permanent Court of
International Justice and the League of
Nations

Opposition to all discriminations in public
employment based on sex or marital status

Opposition to proposed Equal Rights
Amendment




RECOMMENDED POLICY:

I. That the League, by a two thirds majority of the members of the
State Board present and voting, previous notice having been
given, may undertake active work:

a) In support of the administration, enforcement and improvement
of laws, which in their passage were supported by the League;
or for measures previously supporte@ by the League and not
enacted into law,.

b) If laws, which in their passage were supported by the League, or
if laws embodying standards defined in the National League
program, are threatened by new legislation.

I11. That to the State Board shall be left the decision as to when

the measures, adopted in principle by the convention, shall be
made subjects for active legislative work.
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Minnesota League of Women Voters 1937 State Convention

SUGGESTED CHANGES IN THE RECOMMENDED
POLICY ON THE PROPOSED PROGRAM
OF WORK

That to the State Board shall be left the decision as to when the measures,
adopted in principle by the conventlon, shall be made subjects for active
legislative work.

That the League, by vote of the State Board, may undertake active work in
support of the administration, enforcement and improvement of laws, which in
their passage were supported by the League; and if such laws or laws embdody-
ing standards defined in the National League program, are threatened by new
legislation,

That the League, by a two thirds majority of the members of the State Board

present and voting, previous notice having been given, may undertake active
work for measures previously supported by the League and not enacted into law.

Suggested Change in Heading
over National Items

ITEMS ON NATIONAL PROGRAM OF WORK FOR EMPHASIS FROM WHICH FEDERAL MEASURES

MAY BE DESIGNATED FOR SUPPORT
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FEDEZAL MEASURES

F WOMEN VOTERS
ORK

Without convention action, the Minnesota League of Women Voters cooperates with
all other state Leagues in support of such federal measures as are selected by the

National League from the National program of work.

The

indicated for discussion in Congressional interviews:

Qualified personnel in govermment service

following items have been

Protection of consumers; including adequate food, drug and cosmetic laws,
quality standards and labeling for consumers' goods, strengthening of
public agencies dealing with consumers' interests.

Child labor legislation

Opposition to proposed Equal Rights Amendment

A foreign policy of this country, as a non-belligerent nation, which will not
obstruct the efforts of other nations to achieve peace.

Note: See the Program of Work of the National League of Women Voters, which
gives the complete field within which action is authorized and from
which concrete measures are from time to time chosen,

STATE RESPONSIBILITIES

FOR EMPHASI
Qualified Personnel in Public Service Applicable
A Civil Service Law for Minnesota Department
Reorganization of School Units Depar tment

Effective County Welfare Adminis- Department
tration "

Operation of the Social Security Act Department
in Minnesota "

Protective Legislation for Women Department
Workers fare

Department
of Wome

FOR STUDY

Reorganization of State Welfare Department
Administration

Government and Collective Bargaining Department
Food and Drug Protection in Minnesota Department
Sources and Allocation of school funds Department

Standards of selection, tenure and Department
retirement of teachers

Review of structure, functions and Department
finance of state and local governments

LOCAL PROJECTS

S

to

of

of

of
i

of
n

of

of
n

all Departments
Government and Its Operation
Government and Education

Government and Child Welfare
L " Bconomic "

Government and Child Welfare
n " Economic "

Government and Economic Wel-~

Government and Iegal Status

of Government & Economic Welfare

of Government & Economic Welfare

of Government & Economic Welfare

of Government and Education

of Government and Education

of Government and Its Operation

Local Leagues are urged to support local projects which are consistent with the

League program.




LEGISLATIVE SUPPORT POLICY:

1. That to the State Board shall be left the decision as to when the
measures, adopted in principle by the convention, shall be made
subjects for active legislative work.

That. the League, by vote of the State Board, may undertake active
work in support of the administration, enforcement and improvement
of laws, which in their passage were supported by the League; and
if such laws or laws embodying standards defined in the National
League program, are threatened by new legislation.

That the League, by a two thirds majority of the members of the
State Board present and voting, previous notice having been

given, may undertake active work for measures previously sup-
ported by the League and not enacted into law,
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MINNESOTA LEA
PROPOSED PR
1938

FEDERAL MEASURES

Without convention action, the Minnesota League of Women Voters cooperates with all
other state Leagues in support of such federal measures as are selected by the
National League from the National program of work. The probable national legisla=
tive program covers the following three major subjects:

Public Personnel Reciprocal Trade Agreements Neutrality
In addition, state Leagues are committed to study the following:
Amendment to the Federal Constitution to make the amending process less difficult
and more responsive to the will of the electorate
Pederal aid to education

STATE RESPONSIBILITIES

FOR SUPPORT

1. Qualified Personnel in Public Service Applicable to all Departments

A Civil Service Law for Minnesota Dept, of Government and Its Pperation

]
Reorganization of School Units Dept. of Government and Education

Reorganization of State Welfare (Dept. of Govt, and Economic Welfare
Administration (Dept, of Govt, and Child Welfare

LEGISLATIVE SUPPORT POLICY

That to the State Board shall be left the decision as to when the me,sures,
adopted in principle by the convention, shall be made subjects for active
legislative work,

That the League, by vote of the State Board, may undertake active work in
support of the administration, enforcement and improvement of laws, which
in their passage were supported by the League; and if such laws or laws
embodying standards defined in the National League program, are threatened
by new legislation.

That the League, by a two thirds majority of the members of the State Board
present and voting, previous notice having been given, may undertake active
work for measures previously supported by the League and not enacted into law.

FOR STUDY

\
Organization and functioning of Dept. of Government and Its Operation
state legislatures

Sources of state income in relation to Dept. of Govermment and Its Operation
expenditures and services

Sources and allocation of school funds Dept. of Government and BEducation
Legal Status of Common law Marriages Dept. of Govt. and Legal Status of Women

Public Housing for Low Income Groups Depte of Govt, and Economic Welfare
in Minnesota

Standards of Selection, Temure and Dept. of Government and Education
Retirement of Teachers




I ? _l,_.\ /\ & \ (“‘ﬁ ’ (
EILEGOF
Minnesota League 'f“Wm \}oters

1938-1939
PROGRAM OF WORK

oo e
FOR SUPPORT
A Civil Service Law for Minnesota

Integration of state and of local welfare adminis-
tration

Aid to dependent children
Reorganization of school units

Qualified personnel in public service

LEGISLATIVE SUPPORT POLICY

The State Board shall decide when the meas-
ures, adopted in principle by the convention,
shall be made subjects for active legislative
work.

The League, by vote of the State Board, may
undertake active work in support of the ad-
minisiration, enforcement and improvement
of laws, which in their passage were sup-
ported by the League; and if such laws or
laws embodying standards defined in the Na-
tional League program, are threatened by
new legislation.

The League, by a two-thirds majority of the
members of the State Board present and vot-
ing, previous notice having been given, may
undertake active work for measures previ-
ously supported by the League and not en-
acted into law.

FOR STUDY

Organization and funectioning of state legisla-
tures

Sources of state and loeal income in relation to
expenditures and services

Sources and alloeation of school funds

Standards of selection, tenure and retirement of
teachers

Improvement of marriage laws

Public housing for low income groups in Min-
nesota

(See Other Side)




Local Leagues are urged to support local projects
which are consistent with the League program.

Without convention action, the Minnesota League
cooperates with all other state Leagues in support of

such federal measures as are selected by the National

League from the National Program of Work.




Minnesota League of Women Vntiers,
914 Marquette Ave., Minneapolis

1939 ~ 1940 Proposed Program of Work

Submitted by Department Chairmen
for consideration of State Board

Without convention action, the Minnesota League cooperates with
all other state Leagues in support of such federal measures as

are selected by the National Board from the National Program of
Work.

Continuing responsibility for previous support items, with
special emphasis on operation of':

Minnesota's Civil Service Law
State and Local Administratien of Welfare
Jury Service for Women
For Study:
Development of Library Service
Standards of Selection, Tenure and Retirement of Teachers
State Aid to Bducation
Organization of state legislatures to promote efficiency
and responsibility
Sources of state income in relations to expenditures and services
Improvemente in the Direct Primary
1939 State Reorganization Act
Labor Helations in Minnesota
Prevension and treatment of Juvenile Delinquency
State-wide Public Health Iursing

Uniform Marriage and Divorce Legislation

Some statement indicating continued interest in qualified personnel
in public service
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MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS )/
PROPOSED PROGRAM OF WORK
1939 - 1940
FEDERAL
Without convention action, the Minnesota League cooperates with all
other State Leagues in support of such federal measures as are selected
by the National Board from the National Program of Work.
STATE
CONTINUING RESPONSIBILITY FOR
Minnesota's Civil Service Law
State and local Administration of Welfare
Renewed study and observation of operation of all laws which
were previously supported by the League

FOR STUDY

Organization of state legislatures to promote
efficiency and responsibility

Improvements in the Direct Primary

Special State and Federal Aids for Public Schools

Standards of Selection, Temure and Retirement of Teachers
Development of Library Service in Minnesota
Prevention and Treatment of Juvenile Delinquency
State-~wide Public Health Nursing
Labor Relations Legislation in Minnesota
Qualified personnel and sources of income in relation to services
and expenditures are subjects applicable to all the program, and
may be adopted for action in relation to any part of it when
occasion requires and the League is prepared
LOCAL

Local leagues are urged to support local projects which are consis-—
tent with the League program,
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Minnesota League

1939-1940
PROGRAM OF WORK

CONTINUING RESPONSIBILITY FOR
Minnesota’s Civil Service Law
State and local administration of welfare

Qualified Personnel (applicable to all depart-
ments)

Renewed study and observation of all laws
which were previously supported by the
League.

FOR STUDY
The cost and the method of financing each service

is applicable to all departments.

Organization of state legislatures to promote
efficiency and responsibility

Special state and federal aids for public
schools

Standards of selection, tenure and retirement
of teachers

Development of library service in Minnesota

Prevention and treatment of juvenile delin-
quency

State-wide public health nursing

Labor relations legislation affeeting Minne-
sota

Local Leagues are urged to support local projects
which are consistent with the League program.

Without convention action, the Minnesota League
cooperates with all other State Leagues in support of
such federal measures as are selected by the National
Board from the National Program of Work.

See other side for Federal Legislative Forecast.)
-1




FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE FORECAST
1939-1940

Supplement to State League
Programs of Work

The National Convention authorizes federal sub-
jects for support from which the National Board
selects the specific congressional measures to be
acted upon.

PROBABLE ACTIVITY

1. Foreign policy. Emphasis on support of the
Reciprocal Trade Agreements
program, revision of the Neu-
trality Act, opposition to war
referendum measures

2. Qualified personnel in government service.
Extension of federal merit
system to positions exempt by
law; increased appropriations
for personnel administration

3. Food, drug, and cosmetic legislation. Proteec-
tion of 1938 Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Aet; increased ap-
propriations for Food and
Drug Administration

POSSIBLE ACTIVITY
1. Child labor legislation

2. Suffrage for the District of Columbia

3. Opposition to so-called Equal Rights Amend-
ment

4. Public housing for low income groups
5. Statutory guarantees of collective bargaining
6. Co-ordinated system of relief for unemployed

September 1939

NAT1ONAL LEAGUE WoMEN VOTERS
Washington, D. C.




Minnesota League of Women Voters,
914 Marquette Ave,, Minneapolis

PROPOSED PROGRAM OF WORK
1940 - 1941

Objectives on the League's program cen be effectively carried out and study
can be really comprehensive only if consideration is given Yo the
coordinated problems of qualified personnel, finance, and etructure of
governnent,
FOR SUPPORT:

Minnesota's Civil Service lLaw

State and local administration of welfare

A Liegislative Council for Minnesota

The State Board decides when action shall be taken on subjects authorized
by this or previous conventions,

CONTIIUING RESPONSIBILITIES which may become active include:
Legislation affeeting marriage laws

Minimum wage law for women and minors

Opposition to dieseriminations in public employment based on

sex or marital status

Reorganization of school units
FOR STUDY:

Development of library services in Minnesota

Special state and federal aids for public schools

Public housing for low income groups

State-wide public health nursing

Public health administration
Without conventien action, the Minnesota League cooperates with all other
State Leagues in support of such federal measures as aie selected by the

National Board from the National program of work.

Local Lea:.ues are urged to support local projects which are consistent
with the League program.




Minnesota League of Women Voters April 1940

EXPLANATION OF PROPOSED PROGRAM OF WORK FOR 1949 - 1941

FOR SUPPORT

Minnesota's Civil Service Law Surely no one would think of abating activity on
this subject! ZEvery day our attention is called

to efforts being made to undermine in some way the effectiveness of ¢ivil ser-
vice, and undoubtedly attacks will be made at the next session of the lezisla~
tura. Our resourcefulness will be called on as never before te re-vitalize.our

worx. The public meetings, surveys, carried out this year throughout the state
are showing us that we must become better and better educated ourselves on the
sabject and able to answer the various questions as they arise., OSuggestions
should be coming in from Leagzue members as to what further material is needed to
help you in your work. As this item is talked over at convention, every League
member should have suggestions for new approaches,

Stat

and local welfare administration The Leagues throughout the state should
be prepared to oppose any attemots to

weaken laws affecting local and state welfare administration. The county com-
missioners went on record at their annual convention as opposing lay representa-
tion on County Welfare Boards. There is a movement on in the state to work for
the repeal of the amendment to the Federal Social Security Act providing merit
system standards for County Welfare Board employees administering Social Security
funds, The League worked for both of these and must further work to protect them.,

A Lezisl-tive Council for Minnesota The State Board recommends that we supoort,
but not introduce, a bill establishing such
a council, What we can do on this third item will depend upon the amount of work
required on civil service and other League measures already enacted into law.
It will, however, include interviewing legislators, and, if a bill is actively
supvorted, it will mean letters to your legislators. If your League has not
studied this question this year, it should be done before convention; if already
studied, review the material prepared,

Qualified personnel in public service As you will see, this is part of the intro-
ductory statement but should mean far

more than mere words to you as you visualize your next year's work., Cities that

have civil service in whole or in part have much work to do in maintaining high

standards, The question of county civil service will be coming to the attentinn

of some of the Leagues., If your town has no civil service, there are many ways

in which you can help secure qualified personnel. At the convention you will

hear many of them.

CONTINUING RESPONSIBILITIES ZExperjence has taught us that much of our work during
a legislative year must go toward carrying on good
work done in the past which is threatened, and again supporting measuree which
failed to pass, This is always the uncertain quantity on our program in a legis-
lative year, but must be seriously considered as we look at the whole program.

FOR STUDY 1In considering on what subjects you wish directed study during the com-
ing year, keep in mind that "support" measures and "continuing responsi-
bilities", as well as federal measures, all will require intensive and continuous
study. The study items proposed are a continuatien or an extension of subjects
studied the past year or so on which there has been evidence of desire for contin-
ued study, It seems impossible at this time to continue study of public health
nursing without considering it in relation to the general question of Public Health
Administration. This item will not include any study of medical care,




Minnesota Leazue of Women Voters,
914 Marmette Ave., Minneapolis

PROGRAM OF WORK
1940 - 1941

Objectives on the League's nrogram can be effectively carried out and study
can be really comprehensive only if consideration is gjiven to the coordinated
problems of qualified personnel, finance, and structure of government.
FOR SUPPO2T:

Minnesota's Civil Service Law (Government and Its Operation)

State and local administration of welfare (Government and Social Welfare)

A Le islative Council for Minnesota (Government and Its Operation)

The State Board decides when action shall be taken on subjects authorized by
this or »revious conventions,

CONTINUILG RESPONSIBILITIES whieh may become active include:
Le islation affecting marriage laws (Govt. and Legal Status of "Jomen)
Minimum wage law for women and minors (Government and Economic Teliare)

Onnosition to discriminations in public (Govt, and Legal Status of ‘omen)
emnloyment based on sex or marital status

Reor:arization of school units (Government and Education)

FOR STUDY:

Development of library services in Minn. (Government and Education)

Snecial state and federal aids for (Government and Education)
pudlic schools

Public housing for low income grouns (Govermment and Economic Wel.
Interstate trade barriers (Goveri.aent and Economic ol

Public health administration (Govermment and Social ‘Teli=:
(inclding state-wide public health nursing)

Facilities for care and control of the (Government and Social Weliar
mentally retarded

Without convention action, the Minnesota Leazue cooperates with all other State
Leagues in sunport of such federal measures as are selected by the National
Board from the National program of work,

Local Lea ues are urged to supnort local projects which are consistent with the
Leaue 10 Tame




Minnesota League of Women Voters April 1940

EXPLANATION OF PROPOSED PROGRAM OF WORK FOR 194) - 1941
FOR SUPPORT

Minnesota's Civil Service Law Surely no one would think of abating activity om
this subject! Every day our attention is called

to efforts being made to undermine in some way the effectiveness of civil ser-
vice, and undoubtedly attacks will be made at the next session of the lezisla-
turs, Our resourcefulness will be called on as never before te re-vitalize.our

work. The public meetings, surveys, carried out this year throughout the state
are showing us that we must become better and better educated ourselves on the
subject and able to answer the various questions as they arise, BSuggestions
should be coming in from League members as to what further material is needed to
heln you in your work., As this item is talked over at convention, every Leasue
member should have suzgestions for new approaches.

State and local welfare administration The Leagues throughout the state shouvld
be prepared to oppose any attemets to

weaken laws affecting local and state welfare administration. The county com-
missioners went on record at their annual convention as opposing lay representa-
tion on County Welfare Boards. There is a movement on in the state to work for
the repeal of the amendment to the Federal Social Security Act providing merit
system standards for County Welfare Board employees administering Social Security
funds, The League worked for both of these and must further work to protect them,

A Lezislative Council for Minnesota The State Board recommends that we supoort,
but not introduce, a bill establishing such
a council, What we can do on this third item will depend upon the amount of work
required on civil service and other League measures already enacted into law.
It will, however, include interviewing legislators, and, if a bill is actively
supported, it will mean letters to your legislators., If your League has not
studied this question this year, it should be done before convention; if already
studied, review the material prepared,

Qualified personnel in public service As you will see, this is part of the intro-
ductory statement but should mean far

more than mere words to you as you visualize your next year's work. Cities that

have civil service in whole or in part have much work to do in maintaining high

standards, The question of county civil service will be coming to the attentinn

of some of the Leagues, If your town has no civil service, there are many ways

in which you can help secure qualified personnel., At the convention you will

hear many of them,

CONTINUING RESPONSIBILITIES Experience has taught us that much of our work during
a legislative year must go toward carrying on good
work done in the past which is threatened, and again suprorting measures which
failed to pass, This is always the uncertain quantity on our program in a legis-
lative year, but must be seriously considered as we look at the whole program.

FOR STUDY In considering on what subjects you wish directed study during the com-
ing year, keep in mind that "support" measures and "continuing responsi-
bilities", as well as federal measures, all will require intensive and continuous
study. The study items proposed are a continuatien or an extension of subjects
studied the past year or so on which there has been evidence of desire for contin-
ued study, It seems impossible at this time to continue study of public health
nursing without considering it in relation to the general question of Public Health
Administration. This item will not include any study of medical care,




MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
914 Marquette Avenue
Minneapolis

May 2nd,
1941

Dear Board Member:

Mrs, Charles G, Ireys, of 401 Groveland Ave,, Minneapolis, has asked the
members of our State Board to be her guests for supper the evening before
our convention opens. It is therefore important that this office know
by Monday, the 12th, whether you are able to accept this invitation.
Supper will be served at 6:3) (Tuesday, May 13th), and the evening will
be given over to our pre-convention board meeting.

This convention is such a very important one that it is most urgent that
you make every effort to attend all of it. It is being planned for a
two-day session, with the hope that the majority of delegates will remain
for the whole time.

The following suggestions have so far been made in regard to changes in
our program., Please give these enough advance thought so that recommenda~
tions made to the convention will be well considered.

New items - Household employment
Proposals for constitutional amendments
Federal aid for relief

Changes in wording or emphasis -~
Specific tax item, rather than in statement of general
poliey
Labor Relations; legislation and administration
Change in wording of Housing item to obviate necessity
for presenting all points of view

A credential for registration at the convention will be on hand for you at the
Registration Desk at the convention,

Sincerely yours,

e o ; ty O
KW H. el

Ruth H Mitchell,
President




Minnesota League of lWomen Voters, g Ei (J g}\(

914 Marquette Ave., Minneapolis
August 1941
THIS YZAR'S RESPONSIBILITY

The Minnesota League of Women Voters reaffirms its belief that an active and ™
informed electorate is the best defense of democracy. In this national emer-
gency, the League will continue to work to secure and maintain qualified
personnel in govermment service, sound finance and structure of- government

and to preserve basic civil 1lih rties, '

Therefore, during 1941-42, the Leagues in Minnesota will:
CONTINUE RESPONSIBILITY FOR

Aministration of Minnesota's Civil Service Law

Administration of state and local welfare serviceé

Establishment of a Legislative Council for Minnesota
GIVE SPECIAL ATTENTION TO THE FOLLOWING
IN RELATION TO NATIONAL DEFENSE
IN THE NATION
Taxation Taxation
Public education services School facilities in defense areas
Public housing for low income groups Housing in defense areas
Administration and financing of relief Relief
Lebor relations Collective bargaining
Social Security Services Inter~American Cooperation
Public Health Services Living costs
Civil liberties
Without convention action, the Minnesota League coonerates with all other
State Leasues in support of such federal measures as are selected by the
National Board from the National Program of Vork,

Local Leczues are urged to support local projects which are consistent with
the Lecgue nrogram.

EEXELY VUEIH TEX B3A27L3 GF P3202U0C7F:




Minnesota League of Women Voters,
914 Marquette Ave., Minneapolis

PROGRANM OF WORK
1941 - 1942

The Minnesota League of Women Voters reaffirms its belief that an active
and informed electorate is the best defense of democracy. In this
national emergency, the League will continue to work to secure and
maintain qualified personnel in govermment service, sound finance and
structure of govermment, and to preserve basic civil liberties.
Therefore, during 1941-42, the Leagues in Minnesota will:
CONTINUE RESPONSIBILITY FOR

Administration of Minnesota's Civil Service Law

Administration of state and local welfare services

Egtablishment of a Legislative Council for Minnesota

GIVE SPECIAL ATTENTION TO THE FOLLOWING ITEMS AND THZIR RELATION TO
NATIONAL DEFENSE:

Taxation
Public education services
Public housing for low income groups
Administration and financing of relief
Labor relations; legislation and administration
Social Security Services
Public Health Services
Without convention action, the Minnesota League cooperates with all other

State Leagues in support of such federal measures as are selected by the
National Board from the National Program of Work,

Local Leagues are urged to support local projects which are consistent
with the League program.




1942-43

Authorization is given to the State Board for support of‘Ciiil Service

1941-42 the Leagues in Minnesota will continue responsibility for
the Administration of Minnesota'a Civil Service Law

40-4]1 For Support: Minnesota's Civil Service Law
"Surely no one would thi k of abating actigity on this subject!
Every day our attention is called to efforts being made to undermine
in some way the effectiveness of civil service, and undoubtedly attacks
will be made at the next session of the legislature. Our resourcefulness
will be called on as never before to revitalize our worke.
3940 Continuing responsibility for Minnesota's Civil Service Law
38-39 For Support - A Civil Service Law for Minnesota (Established 1939)
37-38 A Civil Service Law for Minnesota




Minnesota Leazue of Women Voters, SERVICE TO THE PUBLIC DISPATCH
914 Marquette Ave., Minneanolis - , Ty November 18th, 1942
118 ° :

HOW TO DISCUSS BROADSIDES

Broadsides should be discussed, and never merely read aloud. A talk based upon a
broadside and having additional background and sup>lementary material, may prooer-
ly be given where a talk is requested, TFor Leazue groups, however, discussion,
guided by a leader who has carefully studied the broadside and who is armed with
information which will clear up all questions likely to be raised, is a far more
fruitful method.

Broadsides fall roughly into three categories: The type of earlier broadsides,

such as "Why Buy Defense Bonds?" and "This is Rationing" are simple explanations

of estzblished facts, issued to prepare the public mind for action alrezady set in
., motion, This type of broadside is best presented by means of skits or illustra-

tions.

The second tyne is an informational digest of a large subject. Each of this class
of broadside is complete in its field, and carries its message; but each also per-
mits of elaboration to any extent desired according to the time allotted for dis~
cussion. In this category f211 such broadsides as "The Next Congress," "Lend-
Lezse," "Next Year's Taxes," "Bi,ger Taxes are Better Texes," "OPA," TFor some of
these, according to the particular form, a round-robin rezding by varagraph, with
discussion of vwoints as they are brought up, is quite a satisfactory method, TFor
others, the leader may bring out discussion by presenting sub-headings in the form
of guestions.

The third type is more complicated, These broadsides, such es "Wanted: Clear-Cut

Lebor Policies" and "Mannower" deal with questions of policy and legislation not
yet clearly defined, The leader, to be adequate, must have a background of re-
search and must guide the discussion carefully, seeking to draw out and define
groun opinien,

All three classes of broadsides have three attributes in common: eech is public
opinion. forming; each points to action; each has a definite »nurpose, a key, which
is the real spirit of the broadside, the essence and reason for its having been
issued, This key must be found by the leader. TFor instance, in "Wext Year's
Taxes" the key is in the sub-title, "™Will they be adequate?" Often the key is
at the very end, but always it can be found,

If our discussion leaders will look for this key, and see to it that, however far
afield the discussion may range, it is always brought beck to this purpose and
meaning of the broadside, we shall have reached an understanding of how to discuss
a broadside,
- Mrs, F, W. Grahame, St. Paul
Pres., Ramsey County LWV

HOW TO DISTRIBUTE BROADSIDES

A good plan is a regular individual clientele for all members, with a check-back at
the next meeting to see whether distribution was made.

The booklet system with new broadsides inserted as they come out is an extremely
papular device., These are pleced not ounly in doctor's and dentist's offices, but
barber shops, beauty shops, hotel lobbies ~ in hospitals, libreries, banks and
schools, "We want to see if they are frayed — then we know they are being read"
reported one League.

(over)




Meke a specisl effort to reach your civics teachers and librarians ~ they will
welcome these broadsides.

Pick out the public officials in your community who should be interested in a
particular broadside and send or take it to them, For instance, your rationing
board officials would be interested in "This is Rationing"; your War Bond
chairman in "Why Buy War Bonds?", Be sure your newspéper editor receives a

copy of each new broadsides with a release telling how you are planning to use
it.

HOW TO TALK ABOUT BROADSIDES

Don't be satisfied with just passing out broadsides. Have all your Leazue mem~
bers so well informed on every broadside that when its subject comes up in
conversation (and these subjects do come up, because they are all current,
crucial problems and very much "in the news"), she will be able to add some
pertinent voint, or some clarifying statement, Many opportunities will present
themselves for e comment here and there - take advantaze of them!

Invite your neighbors in for a "ecracker box" discussion of each new broadside,
In one town, four members of the League who live near together collect their
neighbors for an hour in the morning or afternoon to discuss the subject of one
,of the broadsides., With rationing coming end transvortation difficulties, such
neighborhood discussion gzroups become more and more necessary,

Take your broadsides to your Red Cross group, to your church circle, to your PTA,
to your centeen service - and start the conversational ball rollingl

The Minnesota Leamue's "standing order® with the National Leasue for broadsides
has been increased by 50% - from 3,000 to 4,500 - with additional orders placed
for most broadsides; "The Next Congress®™ holds top nlace, with 7,000 conies
distributed, "Manpower" ~ the latest one - is pushing it hard - alfégdy at
3,500 copies!
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Minnesota League of Women Voters, i:?:lg}};

914 Marquette Ave,, Minneapolis
May 1942

PROGRAM OF WORK
1942 -~ 1943
PURPOSE: To help make the kind of c¢itizens democracy needs

LETHOD; To use the technique developed by the League through the years
for meeting problems of government; to divide its fields of
interest and its activities into small enough tasks for any
individual to undertaké but large enough, in the aggregate,
to contribute materially to the malntenance of that democracy
for which we are fighting.

SPECIFIC AIMS TO EMPHASIZE THE FOUR RESPONSIBILITIES OF cm;zms'm?:

HELP TO DEVELOP INFORMED PUBLIC OPINION
The League commits itself to reaching a ldrger dpublic than ever
before with information on matters of vital importanCe in
federal, state and local government.

VOTE IN“ELLIGENTLY & ins
The League willwstlmulate citizens to reallze the neceséity'for
the election to office of persons who are capable of dealing with
the problems which will arise. The League does not endorse or
oppose candidates,

OBSERVE ADMINISTRATIVE PRACTICES
In such fields as public health, welfare, education, particularly
to see that principles of qualified personnel, high standards of
service and sound finance are maintained as far as possible.

SUPPORT LEGISLATION
Federal measures are selected by the National Board from the
National Program.

Authorization is given to the State Board for support of
Civil Service
Legislative Council
County Assessor System
Larger Units of School Administration
Enabling Legislation for Housing
Improvement in Drivers' License Law
Also such measures in the field of League experience
which might arise from the war emergency




LEGISLATIVE SUPPORT POLICY

The State Board shall decide when the measures,
adopted in principle by the convention, shall be
made subjects for active legislative work,

_ The League. by vote of the State Board, may under-
'take active work in support of the administration,
enforcement and improvement: of laws, which in their
passage were supported by the League; and if such
laws or laws embodying standards defined in the
National League program, are threatenad by new
legislation,

"The League, by a two-~thirds majority of the members
of the State Board present and voting, previous
notice having been given, may undertake active work
for measures prev1ously supported by the League and
not enacted into law,




Minnesota League of 'iomen Voters
914 Marquette Ave., Minneapolis
May 1943

PROPOSED .PROGRA). OF WORK
1943--1944

PURPOSE: To help meke the kind of citizens democracy needs,

LETHOD: To use the technique developed by the League through the years
for meeting problems of government; to divide its fields of
interest and its activities into small enough tasks for any
individual to undertske but large enough. in the aggregate,
to contribute materially to the maintenance of that democracy
for which we are fighting.

SPECIFIC AIMS TO EMPHASIZE THE FOUR RESPONSIBILITIES OF CITIZENSHIP:

HELP: TO DEVELOP INFORMED PUBLIC OPINION
The League commits itself to reaching a larger public than
ever before with information on matters of vital importance
in federal, state, and local government.

VOTE INTELLIGEFTLY

The League will stimulate citizens to realize the necessity for
the election to office of persons who are capable of dealing
with the problems which will arise. The League does not endorse
or oppose candidates.

OBSERVE ADMINISTRATIVE PRACTICES
In such fields as public health, welfare, education, particularly
to see that principles of qualified personnel, high standards
of service and sound finance are maintained as far as possible.

SUPPORT LEGISLATION
Federal measures are selected by the National Board from the
Vational Program.

Authorization is given to the State Board for sunport of
Civil Service
Legislative Council
County Assessor System
Larger Units of School Administration
Enabling Legislation for Housing
Improvement in Drivers' License Law
Also such measures in the field of League experience
which might arise from the war emergency.




Minnesota League of Women Voters
914 Marquette Avenuo
Minneapolis 2, Minnesota

PROGRAM OF WORK
19441945

FOR LEGISLATIVE SUPPORT ~

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
EXTENSION OF PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES

LEGISLATIVE SUPPORT POLICY

The State Board shall decide when the measures,
adopted in principle by the convention, shall be
made subjects for active legislative work,

The League, by vote of the State Board, may under=

take active work in support of the admiunistration,
enforcement and improvement of laws, which in their
passage were supported by the League; and if such
laws or laws embodying standards defined in the
Mational League program, are threatened by new
legislation,

Thoe League, by a two-thirds majority of the members
of the State Board present and voting, previous
notice having been given, may undertako active work
for measures previously supported by the League and
not enacted ianto law,
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Dear Local League President:

The followiug itemws have beeu recommended by the Board
for continued legislative support:

Civil Service
Legislative Council

Larger Unite of School Adumipistrgtion R,
Piraira v (Cowdr Aoy 6t ; L4
Avother proposal has been made, wot soon enbugh for

careful Board discussion, but which will be proposed aund vo-
ted upou at Couvention}

The removal of judgeships from competitive electiou,
Fach judge will run agaiust his record, A vacancy due to
fallure of public endorsement at the polls will be filled by
appointmeut by the Governor from a list submitted by a com=
mittee created by the statute, It is also proposed to re-
vise the state court system so as to make it an integrated
body,

Fuclosed is the list of uominatious for the Natiomal
Board, Note the leadiug lady! Dou't we rejoice!

For President Miss Ruth H,Mitchell, St,Cloud, Mimuesota

For lst V,P, Mrs, Roscoe Andersou, Webster Groves,Missouri

For 2ud V,P, Mrs, Richard Field,Testoun, Massachusetts

For Secretary Mrs, JeSeSchramm, Burlingtou, Iowa

For Treasurer Mrs, Harris T,Baldwin, Washiugtoun, D,C,

For Directors Mrs, D,Bailey Calviu,Galveston, Texas
Mrs, Marion A,Cheek, Suyder, New York
Mrs, Geo,Fugels, Mill Valley, Califoruia
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Minnesota League of Women Voters
914 Marquette Avenuo
Minneapolis 2, Minnesota

PROGRAM OF WORK
1944-1945

FOR LEGISLATIVE SUPPORT ~

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
EXTENSION OF PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES

LEGISLATIVE SUPPORT POLICY

The Stabe Boatrd shall decide when the measures)
adopted in principle by the conventiony shall be
made subjects for active legislative work,

The League, by vote of the State Board, may under-
take active work in support of the administration,
enforcement and improvement of laws, which in their
passage were supported by the League; and if such
laws or laws embodying standards defined in the
Natiounal League program, are threatened by new
legislation,

The League, by a two-thirds majority of the members
of the State Board present and voting, previous
notico having been given, may undertako active work
for measures previously supported by the League and
not enacted into law,




Minnesota League of Women Voters
84 South Tenth Street, Room 515
Minneanolis 2, Minnesota January 2, 1944

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

1945

The State lLegislative program of the Minnesota League of
Women Voters will include three items:

Legislative Council,

Public Health Nursing Bill, and

Civil Service,

It will be advisable to supplement the material in this

Legislative Kit with any information available in newspapers or mag-
azines. Not all newspaper articles are unbiased but they do give a
good pieture of the current trend of opinion, An alert local League
can do much to influence good legislation on these measures by seeing
that its legislators realize that the League is on the job.

Do not say that someone should write to a legislator; DO IT
YOURSELF, Talk to your friends and neighbors, Many of them will
not have given thege problems much thought, An ipformed, articulate

electorate is one of the best safeguards of Democracy.




LEGISLATIVE SUFPORT POLICY

The State Board shall decide when the measures,
adopted in principle by the conveuntion, shall be
made subjects for active legislative work.

The League, by vote of the State Board, may under~
take active work iu support of the administratiou,
enforcement and improvemeut of laws, which ia their
passage were supported by the League:; aud if such
laws or laws embodyiung standards defined in the
National League program, are threateued by unew
legislation,

The League, by a two~thirds majority of the members
of the State Board preseunt and voting, previous
notice haviung beeu giveu, may undertake active work
for measuvres previously supported by the League and
not enacted into law,







ON AND AFTER MARCH 27TH CUR NEW ADDRESS WILL BE:
832+33 LUMBER EXCHANCE BUILDING
MINNEAPCLIS 1, MINNESOTA
MINNESOTA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VO»L.ERS

rch 22, 1946

84 South Tenth Street, Room 515
MINNEAPOLIS 2, MINNESOTA

Atlantic 0941
Dear Local League Precident:

Now that we have completed our work on the proposed National Active List which
will be presented to the National Convention for final determination, we in Minneso-
ta must begin to look ahead to the State lLegislative session of 1947,

In accordance with the State by-laws, your State Board herewith submits to you
an Active List for State Legislation to be followed and supported by the Minnesota
League of Women Voters, For your consideration we suggest the following:

4 Legiclative Council (The Legislative Research Bill):
Subsidized Housing for Low Income Groups

Extension of Public Health Services

Larger Units of School Administration

As provided in our legislative support policy we exercise always continued
watchfulness of the successful functioning of the State Civil Service law,

The following is a statement of legislative support policy:

"], The State Board shall decide when the measures, adopted in
principle by the convention, shall be made subjects for
active legislative work,

The League, by vote of the State Board, may undertake act-
ive work in support of the administration, enforcement and
improvement of laws, which in their passage were supported
by the League: and if such laws or laws embodying standards
defined in the National League program are threatened by
new legislation,

The League, by a two~thirds majority of the members of the
State Board present and voting, previous notice having been
given, may undertake active work for measures previously sup-
ported by the League and not enacted into law."

All leagues are requested to give serious thought to the question of what
state legislation they consider the League should sponsor and whether the State
League can be most effective on a short or a long list of support items,

Any items submitted by you will be carefully considered by your State Board
and a proposed Active List compiled for presentation to the membership at the State
Convention May 16th and 17th, Any rejected items may be brought to the floor of the
convention for discussion and vote, A two-thirds favorable vote is required for
adoption of such items,

Your recommendations should reach the State office not later than April 15th,
all hope to see you and a goodly representation from your league at the

State Convention to be held in Minneapolis on May 16th and 17th, Details
of this convention will be sent to you soony

Affiliated with the "
National League of Women Voters Sincerely yours,

Mrss Frederick W, Grahame
MCGas President




Minnesota League of Women Voters
832 Tumber Exchange Building
Minneanolis 1, Minnesota April 19, 1946

ACTIVE LIST FOR STATE LEGISLATION 1946-47
SUBMITTED TO LOCAL LEAGUES BY STATE BOARD 3/22/46

A Legislative Council (The Legislative Research Bill)
Subsidized Housing for Low Income Groups

Ixtension of Public Health Services

Larger Units of School Administration

STATEMENT OF LEGISLATIVE SUPPORT POLICY

The Stste Board shall decide when the measures, adopted in principle by
the convention, shall be made subjects for active legislative work,

The League, by vote of the State Board, may undertake active work in
support of the administration, enforcement and improvement of laws,
which in their passage were supported by the League; and if sueh laws
or laws embodying standards defined in the National League program are
threatened by new legislation,

The lLeague, by a two-thirds majority of the meribers of the State Board
present and voting, previous notice having been given, may undertake

active work for measures previously gupported by the League and not
enacted into law.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM LOCAL LEAGUES
FOR 1946-47 ACTIVE LIST

MINNEAPOLIS LEAGUE Requeste that following item be placed on State
Active List for 1946-47:

1§tate responsibility for providing local govern-
ments with adequate financial resources to carry
on their governmental services."

Approves the four items on proposed Active List
and wishes to submit a proposal for legislative
action on a Bill for Enrichment of VWhite Flour
and Bread, Considers this a vital health measures

KASSON LEAGUE MTighes to go on record as approving the Active
List for State Legislation as submitted by the
State Office, "




League of Tomen Voters
726 Jackson Place
Washington 6, D. C.

PRELIMINARY 1.
STEPS

——

FIRST
TEETING

.

Hay 1946
Publication ;73
Prices 12¢ por copy

HOW TO START NEIGHBORHOOD

> -

DISCUSSION GROUPS

- . - - e

The person responsible for organizing will [ind one woman who
believes that democracy must be strengthened, she will talk to
her about the League idea, pointing out that in the 26 years of
League experience it has demonstrated its potential power, that
it is now time to buckle dovm to the task of spreading the work
of the League to achieve a much larger effectiveness.

Provide her with an abundant file of the following League doc-
uments end suggest that they are exciting:

Yeorts file of TRENDS

Yeerts file of ACTION

Yeor's file of selected President's letters

Current MEMOS

Current BRIFFS FOR ACTION

Current Tools and Techniques

Semple copies of broadsides, What's at Stake in the British

Loan?

25 Years of a Great Idee

Let Freedom Ring

Let's Have a Discussion

liake a date to tallt to her again as soon as she has read at least
some of the above, She will have questions, Answer them and
explain how League materials work together to ocoomplish our
purpose, Only when she is excited about the possibilities do
you go on, She will want to do something if she is exciteds

[ o R )

of which she
comnunity.

Suggest that she orgenize a small discussion group,
will be the temporary leader == anywhere within her
It need not be in her owm neighborhood. Indeed, it may be better
if 1t is not. It may better convey the idea of serving, which

is basic to good League work. She may want suggestions on how

to form a discussion group. The simplest way is to find some
other woman who may be interested and will act as hostess. The
latter may be willing to invite in some of her friends and
neighbors, Seven to ten women is enough to form a nucleus,

Announce the first meeting of the discussion group in whatever
way is appropriate to the neighborhood so thet it is an oppor=
tunity open to any woman who is interested, The leader and the
hostess may together put out a small flier which cen be distribe
uted in the neighborhoed announcing the meeting. Or they may

go to some central source for suggestions, It is important to
evoid & nucleus which may have already been built up around
another organization, It is better to build a new nucleus, try-
ing to assure from the first meeting that it is a oross-section
of women within walking distance, and not a coterie of any kind.

At tho first meeting the hostess will introdfluce the leader, say=
ing that she will tell the group about the work the LWV is
doing. The leader will talk briefly about something the League
as a vhole is currently doing, end which shows that the League
helps citizens think through important public questions and




answer theme. This can be done easily by having copies of some
recent Lquue'publication or publications for everyone present
(not too many, end on one subject only)s The Leagué should be
clevor enough to draw out a sponbtancous discussion, encouraging
all points of view. The subject should be one which is currently
under discussion in meny places. - For example, food for famine
ridden countries, or the British Loan, The broadside on th
British Loan furnishes an excellent basis, Thc important thing
is to get spontaneous discussion. That means the dbvelothﬁL of
Tnterest for tho next discussion., It is not 1nmoru“nt that every
aspect of the question be treated with complete thoroughnesse
The important ttlng in this meeting is that the individuals
participating realize that there is a great need for them to thirk
about such questions and see that the League contributes to such
thinking end thus to the solution of the problems, It is impor=
tant that they leave with the feeling that they want to meet
again, The leader will let the discussion proceed urL11 she feelp
sure that there arée these realizations and then ask: "Tould you
like to meet again, bo discuss this further == or to discuss some
other subject?" (mentioning other possibilities), Have a table
f the most popular League publications and sell them to anyone
who is interested. Give them copies of LET FREEDOL RING and any
other inexpensive materials,

o
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The group will discuss the idea. Guided by the interest of the
hostess, the group will plan where and when it cen meet again.
(Do not” let more than two weeks elapse.) After agreement on a
subject, the leader will indicate some basic materials which can
be read, and give copies to everyone, (The leader has brought
extra ooﬂioq of 1ENOS on several likely subjects,) She will
suggest other sources which may be readily followeds They need
not be profound sources. She may suggest that individuals vole
unteer to follow all news and editorial comment in certain papersg
or magazines, so that they can bring in samples of varying points
of view at the next mect*ng. It is important to show the correlas

4

tion between League work and what is happening every day.
Before the group adjourns stress with final emphasis the theme
that the League is not morely something nice and profiteble to
the individual member, Suggest that those who have come are
likely to be more concerned about government than those who did
not come and thet it is the Leaguets job to go to the uninformed,
the uninterested, the careless, the busy citizen and help him
realize what is at stelte in the next few years. Suggest that
talling about these things in normal conversation is a good way
to help ourselves and others realize the necessiby of citizen
participation, :

alk inf ormull’ ith those who Eir“or, or make a special appointe
mont with one who wants to talk but has to get home to the
baby ot the womont. Wo to see her within the next few days.
There is no substitute for personal attention to the individuals
in your basic group, Seeing them in their homes is extremely
helpful., Good League work is good personnel work, If you can
get acquainted with several members of the group before the
second meeting there is greater liklihood of success, It is
casier to do good personnel work with pecople who are not your
intimete friends. This is one of the advantages of starting
your first group in a neighborhood other then your owm,




If you find someone in the basic group who is capable of leading
e discussion or has a special contribution to make, plan to use
her in some special way in the second discussion, but do not
allow her to dominate the group or intimidate the group because
of her special subject-matter. Ask her to think about geveral
important questions and help "lead off" in the discussioms Do
not let anyone be a prima donna.

Before your second meeting you will want a last minute round-up
of reminders to be sure you have a good group, If you have
found someone in the course of your getting acquainted who can
do the telephoning or writing cards, get her to do it., Get a
group at least as large as the first group == one way or another
got ite Telephoning is betber than sending cards.

Begin the discusesion by a few minutes summery of what a good
discussion is like., Give out sheet, "Your part in a discussion,"
Point out the reasons why discussion is democratic. Stress the
point that in a democracy everyone has a contribution to Nakows
that everyone has some experience and some intelligence which

it is her duby to use,

Explain that the citizen has a duwal role in the formulation of
public policys First of all it is his duty to represent hime
self == not selfishly, but to tell how things look from his owm
point of view., That is often underrated and considered something
less than desirable, It is not., It is essential, because no

one can represent you better than yourself, Second, he must
learn to consider the wolfere of the whole people, and to consider
whet is wise froém the point of view of publio policy. In this
second function, each one is a statesman, Sometimes there will
be a conflict between the individualts interest and the publie
welfares The trouble with mafiy citizens, is not that they
represent their own interests, but that they do so without per=
spective, without considering the wholes The League helps you
to do the latter. Demooracy is not merely one gigantic compro-
mise of individual interests == it should be more, It should

be a searching for a bettér conmon life through a better common
institution e= govermment, which is the only institution of all
the people,

Suggest that League helps you practice citizenship = and to help
others to practice citizenship,

Theory of group thlnklng. Remember that in discussion you will
‘show your confidenice in the average citizen, You will assume
that he will have opinions and that they will not be based upon
completé knowledges Discussion is a way in which the perticipants
express, test, improve their opinions by getting rid of their
prejudioess So far as possible, by getting all possible points of
view, by correcting misinformation, and gaining more facts (mot
all knoweble facts). One or more persons, working with the leader
will be able to do a better job. Of course the leader must see
to it that factual material is available and that resource people
wild be ready with some of the most important facts. But she

is not the teacher, The process teaches, The leader cem be
puzzled, but ore ghould Not be frustratod, The same is true of




members of the group. The first step in searching for the truth
is to admit that you do not fully know it, If the leader does
not fully lmow it the group is more likely to search for it,
Di:ch ion is qctiop. The very process off gett

It is the first stop in acti Peoplc
with Opldloﬂs apﬁ “convictions usually do something about thems
People vho love study for study!s sake love to duck the moral
responsibility of making up their mind, The verbal s} ceptic is
saved the pain of saying what he means and vhat he hes convictions
about, One must admit there is a risk in heawving en onlniﬁﬁ;'*wwu'
but who has perfect knowledge and judgment on political qucvtlﬂ**?

TIAVE A GOOD DISCUSSION l'alte it better than the first one,
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The original hostess may turn out to be the nﬂigh yorhood chairman,
or someonc else may prove better suibeds Let the group discuss
and decide it with the leaderts guidance, They will resent the
imposition of a particular person as neighborhood chairman,

Fave the group

lecader at the second or third ¥oe 2 '; person

to be the discus 13"46r at the next few “ch*n's Then it is
absolutely essential that the original leader work with this new

discussion’ leader by ex>lnzn14g more of Le eague philos
discussion, giving her LET'S HAVE CUSSI( d su
aides. Be sure that she understands

for the sake ‘of discussion, but discu

the League is talking ebout,

ﬁt eﬁch meeting say r inform&ll* about the possibilities

ndi "h - coﬂvqubt_ ons , writing letters
to public .8 and ives, giving League '=.11€‘t®1‘i&1
to o If there is mh; A £ ._1v=_’ like )ro:dplﬂeo, urg
each one Lo Try ta ng G wr obher persons and reporbting
back to the group L ol

There is likely to De 2 requcst know more about the way 'bhc
Leaglie is set up ond how it functions. Don't start t“lfluc By
1&-.,” League or m, Drog . etce until you have captured
their in & 1y the Leogue is doing. 'If you con demon
gtrate that the Teague i ta wmization with a dymamic
program that goes boyond its ovm education you have shoim them

T .1

wrsy program, etc. come as they

ﬁl“-p‘*w size
: fallor;qt
public opini uilding 2) information givings (3)
support, She will point OI.L that the League is
nterested in a prooe S5, & full=functioning democracy in which
citizens btake responsibility for comsidering and acting in the

.

public interest
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Her talk may be based upon the chart, "League Action," Prof=
erebly, the chart should be rcnroouced on a large show=card in
two colorses League orranlzatlon should always be described and
referred to as & vehicle for doing & job, The job is action by
citizens in the public interest,

INDIVIDUAL 21, Stress the philosophy of the League that each individual must act
CITIZEN in the common interest if demooracy is to succeeds Stress that
ACTION it is not enough that the League as an organization actis, Tho

I T League exists to provide practice == a demonstration that citizers
can act effectively in the public interest. The League is con=
cerned with the growth of the whole citizen =~ and to that end
points up and “elpa him to assume ulSXJ¥¥¥{}¥?§¥E?lE£E}tY.
Show how this particular discussion meeting can lead to action,
Sugpest the specific form action can take, If it is writing
letters to their Congressmen, provide assorted note paper and
postal cards and get them to write uncn and thoro. ?eﬂZLA" aloud
the article by a Congressmants wife in the Jenuary 1946 ACTION
will stimulate the procecs.

SECOND AND 23, As soon as the original leader feels that the first discussione
T1I?D action group’is well established she will proceed to form a
ISCESSION second group, using the same methods. And then a third, And
CROUPS then a fourth, etec. lhen there are at least three discussion=
% action groups functioning and nractiﬂing individual citizen
action, the leader will begin to have rogular meetings with the
chairmen of the groups.

If it is a new League, the meetings will be given to planni

Tor the establishuent of a Leagucs

Tf it is an est b’lshnd ,eﬂ~ug, tho Lemder (or ohalvﬁ n of

of bhe Lcague, ﬁhu Board, and news of mlo. 1* is currortly doing
to the chairmen, who will in turn take it back to their groups.

ORGANTZATION

I 1715 £ YT ThAgn
The leader will probebly have to come back to the re“resentative
of the IV for help with t“o mechenics of organizat T”e
organizer will give her sample by-laws, copies of ©
of the National Lﬁngua, National Program and the L
Handbook, * She will be assured tools to work “1un.h f’pe gonal
assistence for problems. She will have’ specific questions which
have been asked by members of the group, and she 1ill need help

in answering them,

A committee composed of the leader, the chairman of neighbofhood
groups and perhaps one obther representative from each group,
should plan the orgenizabion meeting, which should be announced
viell in advance, It should be held@ in an attractive meeting
places Large halls, dank and dark, are to be avoided like
poison, It is better not to organize a new League in a private
home, because we wish the Loague to be a real cross=soction of
the conmunity, The neighborhood groups should have a wide
geographic distribution within the community. Together they




BUILDING A
BOARD
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should represent a cross=section of women of the commumnity,

The organization meetin a new League should follow the
usual procedures of organization. There should be a Temporary
cheirmen who should preside. There should be the election of

a nomineting oommittee v }ich will present a slate of cendidates
at a futurc meeting. The organizer should be present and should
tolk about the history of the LTV and give a broad end challeng=
ing picture of what the League is doing today, This should
precede the mechanics of organizings

"
u
ayY

If it is & mew League, after the officers have been elected they
‘shiould Wave o mecting to plan, ' They should meet in an attractive
place and under ranle and inviting circumstances. Clearing
the dining room table and perhaps adding o leaf provides en
atmosphere of round-the~table plapnlng which is conducive to

Lcmguc thinking.

The neighborhood chairmen should be members of the Poard for a
time, until the number of groups becomes great, Then there will
be so much to do that it will be better to have the Board
meeting and the meeting of neighborhood chairmen separately.

The Vice=President should be in charge of neighborhood groupss
his lesves the President free to develep thé whole League
pattern end to be effective administratively.

The Board will appoint vhatever members with wvhatover duties it
deems wise, consulting frequently with the Leaderts Handbooka.
There shall be resources chairmen from the beginning, “but “they
will probebly have a double “ort‘ lio in u;e carly stages
because it will be so des ireble t o keep the Board a smoll, com=
pact, working unit.

Resourées ohairmen are not expected to be "experts" in their
fields, although it is true that e steady adherence to duty
produces & satisfaction of amateur expertness for many League
members. This is a splendid result so long as the individual
retains her interest in the whole work of the League and uses
her "expertness" in its larger services,

The duties of resources chairmen are as follows:

1. To keep informed through the use of the best sources on the
assig

sub jeet ned to her;

2. To keep a file of materials, both League and non=League,
which will constitute a ready source of information for the
Board;

To read and keep in mind everything in publications by the
Ngtional League, Ir0511cnt'ﬂ lottorg, liemos, Briefs for
Action, ACTIOH negazine, TRENDS, tools end tecnniques, wheree

—— .

over they fall within her fluld of subject matter;

To advise the Board in its consideration and plenning of
commnity action whore the subject matter falls within her
field, This is probably best done by leading e discussion
in Board meeting in the early stages of consideration of
League actiong




BOAhi
PLANNING
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To prepare or provide supplementary materials in her owm
field when there is special needj

To assist in the training of discussion leaders, with special
reference to her subject-matter fields

To follow and be familiar with proposed legislation which
falls within her field through Congress, particularly
legislation on which the League has taken action or may
take action;

To essist the President in planning response to
Action calls;

To be watohful for the applioation of her interests to state
and local problems.

There will alsé be one or moré resource chairmen for local
subjects, i.0., Election work, Education, etcs, but their duties
must be worked out according to the local nced,

And it shall be made cléar from the beginning that they are the
slaves, not the Wagtora, of the LWV}

If it is a new League, it is the first and fundamental duty of

e Toard Lo plan how to keep the interest of the discussion=
action groups and how to get action. Action at this stag

meens individual citizen action and information or public
opinion building. The League is not yet ready to take legis

Yative action, It must first estabTish its prestiges

(During summer months meetings shoulﬂ be left to the discretion
of the neighborhood chairmen; skeleton orgahization should be
maintained so that chairmen can get materials, suggestions, and
aid if they need it.)

Board moetings must be kept free for planning the League's most

serious business ==~ that is, what public questions are in need
decision? How con many citizens be stimulated to think

about the issues involved? How cen individuals take action?

How can the League act in order to stimulate this entire process?

Routine organizational business, although important, must not be
allowed to monopolize the frlatﬂr part of board meetings. If
such business becomes heavy, the Executive Committee of the
Board should meet regularly and attond to it, submitting a full
acceunt to the whole Board.

Discussion groups should meet twice monthly. The meetings should
be planned by the Board in advance for three or four meetings,
but if for somé reasons it seems more timely or convenient to
shift subjects, that should be dono == (not by one group, but by
the Board), A Plan for action should be outlined, There should
be an organized method of. getting it and some method of reporting
on results. It may seem wise to suggest several different kinds
of action and let each group choose and work out whichever
suggestions it wishes tos. But it will be important to work on
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one thing together in order to feel that it all aﬂd“ up to
something and so that there will be good publieity in the
community.

The Board is itself a discussion group that gels somewhere.

The Board itself szt be thoroughly informed on a subject and
must believe it is important to work on it. The pres sident and
the resource chairmen together will stimulate the Board thinl=
ing which is necessery. The Boe ard is the fountain head, Unless
every Board member believes it is importent to work on a given
subject, the League machine is not Teady to roll, Board
interest and concern is the ethyl gas.

Board meetings cen be divided into two parts. A Board can meet
at 11 a, my for the exciting job of planningediscussinge. Sande
wiches around the table and coffee furnished by the hostess
mele & breake After lunch the details of the plans and the
necessary adminigtrative matters con be hendled, Board mee®i
can be over inHme for mothers to be home when Johnny comes
home from school.

Distribution of materials, specizl training for a perticular
gubjoct to be discussed, training in techniques of discussion
lea &ergll discussion of °poc¢<1 problems relating to neighbore
hood 6xoups, general announccments, reports of Board sction
become the subjects for the rﬂmular meetings of the neighbore
hood chairmen, As the neighborhood pattern matures some of these
subjects will claim special attention: for exemple, & scries of
meetings for discussion leaders, meetings sponsored by the’
resources chairnen according to the neod, to give chairmen,
discussion lecders, and any others background.

) TATSVER THZ JOB, IS
D BrRrFLCTI POJJ TICAL, ACTION == LEA

TABLISHTD LEAGUE

Board planning for neighborhood groups may begin with an exper=
iment: to heve someone, preferably a board membor, go into

a now part of the city and stort a nelghborhood group, follow=
ing the methods which have ealready beon suggesteds It is of
course, possible to begin neighborhood groups solely according

to where present moml of the Learue live., This has the
advantages and d sadvantage of the familiar, It probably will
not result in the fresh impetus that a successful experiment with
a wholly new group of vomen will bring to the League. It will
not demonstrate so wrell how the League cen work toward becoming

8 true cross=section of the women citizens of the comm 11tye

The leader will proccﬁd with the fervor of one starting a new
League. She will not urge the new wvomen to come to all of the
subject=mattor meetings and larger allemember meetings at first.
She will dbuild up an interest in and loyelty to the small group.
Gradually, she will show the women how it fits into the local
Leazue and how the Loague becomes politically effective through
concerted action,
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In reporting back to the BDoard, the leader will show what it is
possible to do with entirely new material in new neighborhoods.
She will take board members to visit the neighborhood groups
occa31cna11y, but never to make a speech to them. Others on
the BDoard will probably want to take a hand at helping to start
more neighborhood groups. Prestige on the Board will gradually
come to those who are willing to leap into the democratic fray
and accomplish something with a rcdl cvouu-"f"bLoh of women

citizens., It will gradually be recognized that merely to “work
with onet!s ovm social and econOWlG group is a confortable,
restrioted, and only partially effective way of working for
democracy.

~

7f the Board catches the vision of the wider effectivencss of the
League through the novolopmcnt of meny neighborhood groups,
board merbers will not be able to resist the challenge of become
ing leaders who help to establish neighborhood groupss

Board members or former Board members, women vho have & good
basic Jmowledge of the League and how it works, .can be used es

a committce to orgenize neighborhood groups. If a number of
persons are working to establish neighborhood groups their work
must have the careful attention of the Board and their activities
must be well cﬁorul“"cﬂ by it.

If more than one leader is working on the formation of neighbor-
hood groups, there must, of course, be a chairmen for the project.
The Board will need to plan what noi~?wnr“onu groups to
time gnﬂ energy to and in what order. They will ¥
into agcount such factors as co““wrltr ﬂOb\’ lO”u rs QV4L1131
potential neif 1boraocﬁ chairmen available, and finances. I% LS
important thnu the Board analyze i;g GO““un ty need. If there
are neighborhoods which seem especially lj“cTw the Board should
not hesitate merely because no hoard member "imows someone, "
A street with nmany play-pens and tricycles is sure to mean there
are a good many young mothers who are "tied down" to family
routine., "Take the League to thoml If they cantt meet inthe
afternoon, meet in the evening, ungﬁr‘vonﬂn ere less likely
to be alre in ed in other orgenizations. They have not
voted manv times gnd are most in need of the help the League can
give them. T are vays of finding some individual on such a
sho might be your starter, Talk to neighboring ministers,

odi*ors, the nmanagement of garden apartment developments--or

ng doar be_ﬁu using some League publications such as the

. Have 1 cauy up with the atom?" Yote the response of
the women. The 11 gue rust not wait for neighborhoods to come
to its Democracy camot afford so leisurely a process. |

Af'ter a 11 experiment with neighborhood groups, the
Board may need to be reorgenized to provide a bettér vehicle for
;borhoca group=-action pattern, If it does, many of the
suggestions under "If it \is a new League' may be adapted. The’
Board will want to re-evaluate every position, cvery"co:mﬂtteo,
every type of mecting, every activity sponsored by the League.
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Once a neighborhood group has the idea of action, both League
action and individual citizen action, the leader, and the Board
will find that groups will begin to show initiative and imagina=-
tion in taking action in their ovm neighborhood.

At the meeting of neighborhood chairmen, the Vice-Pros

the Action Chairman (sometimes the same person) will preson
action plans which have been approved by the Doard, There will
be some plans that require a unified and concerted response from
the neighborhood groups in order to be effective, There will be
other plans which will allow for a varicty of forms of action,
allowing the group to chocose that which seems most suitable for
its neighborhood.

FPor example: if the action is pre-clection work and a popular
digest of facts aboul candidates and issues haove been prepared
end printed, there may be an overall plen which will provide for
a certain kind of distribution &t a certain time., Or the action
may be plamned around a subject, say food, and a variety of
suggestions made for action.  The neighborhood group may want to
have booths with information, wrindow displays, a float in a
neighborhood parade, to distribute braodsides throuzh other
groups, to deo a door=hell-ringing cempaign, to have a public
meeting with a panel discussion, to sponsor a certain number of
special small discussions, etce Triting letters to representa-
tives, letters to the editor, and interviews with key people
such as editors, teachers, and preachers, will of course be
stendard techniques, used round the clock,

Once the groups get the feeling of action a wholesome snd good
natured kind of competition develops among them to turn in good
action jobse Their réports are given at’the meeting of the
neighborhood chairmen, in their bulletin, and occasionally at
all-member meetings (not more than three allemember mectings end
an ennual meeting are needed; they should be planned to stimulate
the corporate fecling and not merely occasions for festuring a
big=-name speaker),

Neighborhood chairmen will remember to give some attention to
individual citizen action at each meeting, If a member wrote a
letter to the editor and had it printed, the ch@irman might read
it, commenting favorably. If a member who has been a "shut-in"
did her bit by writing ten letters to friends and commenting on
some importent current problem, that can be described,.
Oceasionally the chairman will have a variety of note paper and
pens and everyone will write a letter during the meeting to her
representative or senetor, At later mectings the auswers can be
reads llembers vho differ from the League's position can be
encouraged to express their varying point of view in such
letters, so long as they do not mention the League.

&
o
o '

Someofie in each neighborhood group will be in chérge of publicae
tions, vhich the chairman will regulerly bring back from the




wlle

chairments meeting, and heve them for sale. Individuals will

be encouraged to buy them for distribution through individual

citizen action. Sometimes special packets will Le made up for
a certein round figure., Individuals will be given a chance to
tell how they used them at the next meeting,

THAT CCMES OUT?

The vehicle is built; the wheels awe turnings preclous woman=
power is being expended. TVhat comes out?

Hopefully, a rich, energizing ourrent of effective political
action quickens the democratic stream.

The facts are fully considered; public opinion is enlightened;
individuals act according to their ovm consciences; League
members, in addition, act in the name of the League, thus prace
ticiprg the practical art of arriving at decisions together, as
well as individually,

Precaution: Because the League believes so thoroughly in the
democratic processy because we so value the vorth of the ine
dividual citizen and believe that each has some life experience’
and some intelligence to bring to bear upon our common problems,
the League will avoid any action which may appear to be manipe
ulating unthinking public opinion,

The League has a program; the League has a position on specific
legislation; the League acts because we beliete that it is the
essence of democracy thet we achieve together, share velues and
convictions. Although the League's program has never been a
complete program of political action, it hes through the years
built solidly on broad issues of fundamental importance a
commnity of thought and action, Any who will enter in may help
to shape its present and its fubure course, That a cross=
section’ of women voters, who are members of various political
parties, and social and economic groups, cen achieve together
such considersble agrecment on political action in the public

welfare augurs well for the continued improvement of dernocracye

-
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THE MINNEAPOLIS LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

84 South Tenth Street, Minneapolis, Minnesota
Telephone: Atlantic 6319

February 24, 1947

[

MEMORANDUM

To: Mrs. Irvine MecQuarrie
From: Mrs. J. R, McNamara

Re: Proposed items for Current Agenda, Minnesota League of Women Voters

The following is an excerpt from the minutes of the Executive Committee
meeting of the Minneapolis League of Women Voters on February 20, 1947:

"Mrs., McNamara asked for suggestions for items for the State program of
work and made the point that on this year's program we should be thinking
of study items as well as action items.

"Mrs. Burgess suggested study of the state revenue structure and the
principal sources of income so' that we will have a general equation; study
the sales tax; also the potential utilization by the state of revenues
released by the reduction in federal income taxes.

"Mrs. Gale suggested reapportionment as an item.

"Mrs. Moen suggested that since we backed the State Aid bill we should
again actively support reorganization of school districts and a state-
wide system of county assessments.-

"All present concurred in these suggestions."




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

PROGRAM 1947-1948
(As adopted by 1947 State Convention)

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota is an integral part of the League
of Women Voters of the United States., It is composed of all of the recog-
nized Local Leagues within the State,

The purpose of the League is to promote political responsibility through
informed and active participation of citizens in goveruuenv.

The League may take action on governmental measures and policies in the
public interest, Aection may include providing information, building
public opinion, supporting (or 0pposing) legislation,

IT SHALL NOT SUPPORT OR OPPOSE ANY POLITICAL PARTY OR CANDIDATE,

Financing of Government in Minnesota
Our State System of Public Education,.

Reorganization of State Legislature, constitutional
revision, and reapportionment of legislative districts.

The State Board shall decide when

The measures adopted in principle by the convention,
shall be made subjects for active legislative work,

Active work is needed in support of the administration,
preservation, improvement or enforcement of legislation
originally supported by the league,

Active work for measures previously supported by the
league but not enacted into law shall be resuned,




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
832 LUMBER EXCHANGE BUILDING
MINNEAPOLIS 1, MINNESOTA

September 11, 1947

Dear President:

Has your league discussed the national "Current Agenda" for

1948-8507

THIS IS YOUR LEAGUE'S OPPORTUNITY AND THE OPPORTUNITY OF EV-
ERY INDIVIDUAL MEMBER TO PARTICIPATE IN FORMULATING NATIONAL PROGRAM
AND POLICY! We therefore suggest that you plan to spend a portion of
your next league meeting with your copies of the present National Pro-
gram and of Miss Strauss' program letter (a copy of which is enclosed)
at hand, and that you

1, Eoview the present National Current Agenda:
Which items should be continued?
Which items should be amended?
Which items should be dropped?
Which new items should be added?

2. Evaluate your suggestions according to the check-list
in Miss Strauss'! letter.

3. Fill in the enclosed sheet for national program sug-
gestions with your specific recommendations and mail
to the State League Office not later than October 17th,

At its October <3rd meeting your State Board will summarize
the recommended items and send them on to the National Board for its
consideration, We hope to receive numerous recommendations,

Because each local league must support local and state activi-
ties as well as the national program, there was a strong feeling at the
last National Convention that the "Current Agenda" should be very limited —
possibly even shorter than it is now, Does your league agree?

Sincerely yours,

M,MLlﬂ_:;fYT‘ ADTLOIAD

i Sl
e

 _Mrs. Malcolm Hargraves
President




~&{&hzue of Women Voters of Minnesota

832 Lumber Exchange Building, Minneapolils '
September 11, 1947

NATIONAL PROGRAM SUGGESTIONS
from

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
1. We suggest that th

e following new items be added to the National Current
Agenda: (If necessary for clear understanding,

this should be a detailed
statement of what you have in mind)

o
5

We sugzgest that the following items be dropped from the National Current
Agenda:

3, We suggest that the following items be amended as indicated:

4, On which national program items do you feel the League has been most effeot.
ive?

5. On which items could our effectiveness have been improved?
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League of Women Voters of Minnesota
832 Lumber Exchange, Minneapolis 1
(At. 0941)

COPY OF MISS STRAUSS' LETTER ON PROGRAM

"The program-making period is the opportunity given to every member of the League
to participate in the formulation of program and policy, Ve begin now to lay the
groundwork for the final decisims which will be made at the Convention next
spring, Our new By—laws provide for progranm recommendations to be made by the
T.ccal Leagues, in line with the new emphasis on the local group and the indiv:do-
al member, Recommendations are also made by state Leagues, It would be help”ul
to the National Board in reaching its decisions on the proposed Current Agend.L

1f the state boards correlated the recommendations of the local Leagues withia
their states, We are asking therefore that copies of all local recommendations
be sent to the state League as well as to the National office.

in order that we may clearly understand your intent, each provosed item shovl:il be
in as concise form as you would have it appear on the Current Agenda, It coLld

he followed by a brief explanation of the specific action your League would fore—
:re might be %aken urder such an item during the 1948«5@ biennium, Action may in--
s ude providing information, building public opinion, supporting legislation,

.+ may be helpful for the membership groups congidering program recommendat: on
¢co use the following check list in evaluating specific proposals:

1, Would the proposal serve as a good vehicle throughout the country in givirg
cit*zens practice in participating in government? Has it wide appeal? Is ‘%
too technical?

Is the League prepared with sufficient background to act? If not, is this
a field which we want to explore and furnish leadership for community educa-
tion?

Are other groups better prepared to assume responsibility in this field?

Is there the large area of League agreement which we need in order to be
effective?

Is action likely to come within the near future, thus furnishing an oppor-:
tunity to be effective? If not, is this an issue on which we are prepared
to devote time for many years before we can hope to reach our objective?

"me must remind ourselves that League shoulders are not broad enough to carry &8l
worthy causes, If the League is to serve 1ts role of demonstrating how citizers
.an be effective, we must not set out to accomplish more than we can handle well,
ihe Current Agenda should outline a block of work on the national level to be &o~
complished within the next two years, At the same time it is equally imporiant
that the League be furnishing practice on the state and local levels, The natiocn
al Current Agenda therefore cannot be considered by itself but must form just op2
part of the local League's commitment for political action. There is no remcte
"national" to carry out the national program in isolation from what your locai
l,eague is prepared to undertake, Suecess on "national" items depends directly ou
local League activity.

ANNA LORD STRAUSS, PRESIDENT n

NOTE: All program suggestions as outlined above should be sent to the
State League Office not later than October 17th.




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
N 832-33 LUMBER EXCHANGE BUILDING
x MINNEAPOLIS I, MINNESOTA

Atlanti
s b ol Desember 8, 1947

Dear President:

Local Leagues have now had time to evaluate in some degree
the State Program for which they voted at the State Convenion in May.
They have received "Syllzbus for Detailed Study of Minnesota Govern-
ment" , "Overview 1947-1948 State Program Items Pertaining to Educa-
tion", and two broadsides - one on MReorganization of School Dist-
ricts" and another on "Conmstitutional Revision®.

Our by-laws require that "The Board of Directors shall con~
sider the recommendations which have been sent in by the local Leagues
four months prior to the Convention and shall formlate a proposed Cur-
rent Agenda. Such proposed Current Agenda shall be submitted by the
Board to the Local League Boards at least two months prior to the Con-—
vention.".

This means that the Board must receive these recommendations
before January 22nd, the date of its next regular meeting. Plan now
to have your League coordinste its thinking on State Program and put it
jnto concrete form for presentation to the Board. In so doing, please
consider;

- (1) The size and portent of the National Program, your
local responsibilities and what you feel able to
undertake on the state level in a legislative year.

(2) The relative importance of these items:

Finaneing Government in Minnssota

Our State System of Educatior

Reorganization of State Legislature, Constitution-
2l Revision and Reapportionment of Legislative
Districts

Are we able to do justice to all three jtems? If not, on which of
them is 1948-49 the year to concentrate our efforts?

The Board will prepare a proposed program on the basis of
your suggestions and the program accepted at Convention will obligate
us to provide information and the league at large to build public opin-
jon and take legislative action.

Save time during the first two weeks of March for a Regional
Conference on Finance, Local Projects and Public Relations, These will
e spaced geographically for the convenience of the greatest mumber of
LR agues . Two State Board members will lead the discussion at each con-
z ference (of which there will be eight throughout the State).
Details will be sent to you in January.

Affiliated with the
League of Women Voters of the U.S.




Local League Presidents -2 - December 8, 1947

Although references in this letter may seem %o hasten the
coming year, what we really wish for every league member is a thorough-
ly satisfying finale to the present one,

Sincerely,

—

1V QBT s s

& N N

—

Mrs, Malcolm Hargraves
President

P. §. To date 14,898 of the "Reorganization of School District!
Broadsides have been distributed throughout the state - through
local leagues, through other organizations and through 18
County School Superintendents, many of them in counties where
there is no league., Of the meetings held, 63 counties have
approved the survey and 20 have rejected it., What has been
accomplished in your county?

MH




TO BOARD MEMBERS:
ENCLOSED ARR COPIES OF SUGGESTIONS FOR ORGANIZING STUDY PROGRAN,

THIS MATERIAL WILL BR DISCUSSED AT THE BOARD MEETING OF THRE 24th

OF JULY, THURSDAY,




Vi azesoia League of Women Voters
<2 Lumber Exchange Building
Minneapolis 1, Minnesota

SUGGESTIONS FOR ORGANIZING STUDY PROGRAM

Our State Program of work this year calls for a thorough study of
Minnesota Government, Two suggested study programs are being submitted for your
sonsideration, together with a very complete 1ist of references., Do not think
vou have to have all of them, Some Leagues (or local units) may wish to
condues a more intensive study than others, If you have a few meetings it would
vrohebly be better to select one of the topics and make a thorough study than
¢ try Lo cover too much in a sketchy way,,

This summer consult your local school and city library as to matericl

vailable for the year's study, The starred books on the accompanying list are
;» necessary that you should urge the library to buy them if they are not already
accessible,

You might arrange with your library or some central office for a
special shelf of all your material for the year so that every member may become
~cquainted with it, at least learn what information 1s contained in the books and
~eports,

The Library Division of the State Department of Education will lend
books to libraries. . : s

Many valuable articles on Minnesota local government will be found
in the monthly publication of the League of Minnesota Municipalities., If your
-4ty or village is a member, this magazine is sent to your city officers, council
wembers, health officers and also to some public libraries, You can doubtless
horrow coples from them,

To interest the whole community you might arrange one or more
special meetings to hear a talle by one of the state administrators from the
Uopartment of Administration, Taxation, Health, Education, Women in Industry.
hasources Commission, Or the newly created Legislative Reference Bureau,

A final summary meeting might be arranged to consider the points
rou would like the League to put on its program for action in 1949,

Start now to interest members in the Institute to be held at the
Continuation Center ( , 1947),

Detailed information of this institute will reach you later,




M:inesota League of Women Voters
£32 Lumber Exchange Building
Minneapolis 1, Minnesota

SUGGESTED QUESTIONS FOR LEAGUE STUDY
1947 -~ 1948

The State Constitution

Amendment and revision procedure
Sections that are obsolete
Sections that are inflexible
Sections that tie the legislature

=

‘s The Legislature

Numbers in comparison with those of other states
Committee membership

Committee procedure

Need for redistribution of members

State and Local Finance

A, Chief Sources of State Revenue

Where and how levied (administration)
Who pays?
How large are the proceeds

in dollars?
as per cent of total tax revenue?
Where do the proceeds go -
to State General Fund or speclal purpose?
to-Local units?

B, Local

(a) How is your County financed?
Taxes?
State Aids?
Has new supervisor of assessment been appointed?
Who was selected?
His qualifications?
Salary?

(b) Your city or village budget
Chief expenditures
Chief revenues
Amount of Aid from State

(¢) School Districts
Improvements under new School Aid plan
County committee for studying reorganigation




na2ne g Lsegue of Temer Voters
€oe coiher HExchsnes Suilding
d.roagodlis 1, Mirnsscta

SYLLABUS FOR DETATLED STUDY OF MINNESOTA GOVERNMENT
1947..1948

1. PCPULATION, RESOURCES

Aefersnces:
Kise and Sjoselius., "Minnesota, the State and Its Government", Chap%er .
Pevorts of the Minnesota Resources Commission
Reporis of the Minnesota Conservation Commission

L NSTITUTION

Amendment and revision procedure
Ovsolete provisions
Inflexible provisions

References:
Kise and Sjoselius, "Minnesota, the State and Its Government", Chapter .
Minn, Institute of Governmental Research Bulletin No, 20
Legislative Interim Committee, appointed 1947
Anderson and Lobb, "A History of the Minnesota Constitution®

LEGISLATURE

Organization
Need for redistricting
Revision of Committee procedure

References: :
Kise and Sjoselius, "Minnesota, the State and Its Government", Chapter %
Minn, Institute of Governmental Research Bulletin No, 20 g

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS (ESPECIALLY THE REORGANIZATION ACT OF 1939)

References:
Kise and Sjoselius, "Minnesota, the State and Its Government', Chapter 3
Minn, Institute of Governmental Research Bulletin No, 20
Hinderaker, "Administrative Districts and Field Offices of the Minn.
State Government".

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Structure
Proposals for revising state court system

References:
Kise and Sjoselius, "Minnesota, the State and Its Government", Chapter 4
Anderson, Chapter 14




SYLLABUS FOR DETAILED STUDY OF MINNESOTA GOVERNMENT PAGE 2
6., PROTECTION OF LIFE AND PROPERTY

References:
Kise and Sjoselius, "Minnesota, the State and Its Government", Chapter6

Anderson, "Local Government and Finance in Minnesota'
Report of Department of Conservation

STATE SOCIAI WELFARE SERVICES

Referen. oy

‘anc. Sjoseliue, "Minnesota, the State and Its Government",

darderacer  "iduinistrative Districts and Field Offices of the Minne-
irta Siate Covernmeni!

AiGerson, “Local Government and Finance in Minnesota'

Fonesota Institute of Governmental Research Bulletin No, 19

Reports of the Department, including monthly bulletins

8, INDUSTRY AND LABOR (ESPECIALLY WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN INDUSTRY)

References:
Kise and Sjoselius, "Minnesota, The State and Its Government",

Chapter 8

Hinderaker, "Administrative Districts and Field Offices of the Minne-
sota State Government"

Reports of the Industrial Commission

9. LOCAL GOVERNMENT

General survey of local units
Emphasize unit in which you are most interested

References:
General
Anderson, "Local Government and Finance in Minnesota"
Kise and Sjoselius, "Minnesota, The State and Its Government",
Chapter 5
Anderson, "The Units of Government in the United States"




SYLLABUS FOR DETAILED STUDY OF MINNESOTA GOVERNMENT PAGE 3

FINANCING THE STATE AND LOCAL UNITS

1, STATE NON=TAX REVENUES

Borrowed money
Interest on investments, trust funds, ore leases
Rent, licenses
Fines, fees
Departmental earnings
Aid from the federal government
Welfare, Education, Health, Highways
Sale of t:mber, etc,

g 2083

.woris Reports
Pu 1lxc Examiner Reports

Miznesota Institute of Governmental Research Bulletins 17-20

2, STATE AND LOCAL TAXES
For each tax, study the following:

Where and how levied (administration)
Who pays it7
How large proceeds are
(a) in dollars
(b) as per cent of total revenue
Where proceeds go (distribution)
To state ;
General fund
Allocated to speclal purpose
To local units
How distributed?
Population?
Percentage of amount paid in

3. PROPERTY TAXES

State levy
Atrount
Purposes

Local
County
City or Village
Township
Schools

Problems
Assessed Valuation
Functions of County Supervisor
Department of Texation (Equalization)
Reassessment
Forest Lands
Utilities

References!
Blakey, "Taxation in Minnesota"
Minn, Institute of Governmental Research Bulletin No, 21
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SYLLABUS FOR DETAILED STUDY OF MINNESOTA GOVERNMENT PAGE 4

References_(cont)
Department of Taxation Biennial Reports
Anderson, "Local Government and Finance in Minnesota", Chapter 7

INCOME TAXES

Individuals
Corporations (excluding Railroads, Mining Companies)

INHERITANCE AND GIFT TAXES
GROSS EARNINGE TAXES

Railroe!
Teleprzu
Talegrar:
Sleenipg Cais
Freight lines
Express

References:
Blakey, "Taxatiosn in Minnesota'

MOTOR VEHICLE TAZXES
Drivers Fees
Licenses

MOTOR FUEL TAXES
Excise ~ Refunds
Inspection fee

References:
Blakey, "Taxation in Minnesota'
Minnesota Institute of Governmental Research Bulletin No, 21
Report of Motor Vehicle Division, Secretary of State
Report of Department of Highways
"Highway Facts' 1941
Biennial Report, Department of Taxation
Report of Division of Petroleum

TAXES OIl CONSUMPTION
Alcchulic Beverages
Licenses (State ~ Local)
Excise
Profits of Municipal Liquor Stores
Cigarettes

10, TAXES ON OTHER BUSINESS
Insurance
Premium tax
Fire Marshall tax
Dealers in grain
Banks
Mining
Occupation - Royalty
References:

Blakey, "Taxation in Minnesota"
Blakey and Johnson, "Problems of Iron Ore Valuation" in Minnesota
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SYTTABUS FOR DETAILED STUDY OF MINNESOTA GOVERNMENT PAGE 5

References (cont.)
Municipalities, May 1941
Report of Interim Commission on Iron Ore Taxation (1941)

STATE GRANTS IN AID TO LOCAL UNITS OF GOVERNMENT

1, CENERAL PRINCIPLES, FEDERAL AID TO THE STATE
2, DISTRIBUTION BY JURISDICTION

uranty
Scuinnol Disfricts
Tuwaship
Caker or Viiioge
Refs, »n.084
\, ). %ey, "Administration of Federal Grants to States"
H, J, Bittermann, "State and Federal Grants in Aid"
Minnesota Institute of Governmental Research Bulletins 18, 19, 20,

3, DISTRIBUTION BY PURPOSE

Welfare
Highways
Education
Health
Miscellaneous

References:
Same as above




Yianesnta League of fomen Voters
% Lumber Exchange 3milding
{itaneapolls 1, Mianesota

LIST OF REFERENCES

*MINNESOTA STATE GOVERNMENT -~ STRUCTURAL ORGANIZATION CHART
Prepared by Division of Administrative Management. Department of Adminiftra—
iom Sept, 1, 1944, Available in two sizes - small (8 x 11) - large (48"x €0)

‘ny “e ~biained without charge by writing to Mr. E, I. Berg, Commissioner
o Afministia’ion, State Capitol, St. Paul, Minn,

T iTLTA ANDERSON."The Units of Government in the United States", Chicago, Public
Adminisiration Service, Publication No. 83 (1942). $1.00

WITITAM ANDERSON AND A. J. LOBB, "4 History of the Minnesota Constitution®,
University of Minnesota (1921). $1.76

HAROLD F XUMM, "Constitution of Minnesota Annotated", University of Minnesota
Press, $2.25

*IVAN HINDERAKER, "Administrative Districts and Field Offices of the Minnesota
State Government", University of Minnesota Press (1943). $3.00

*ROY G. BLAKEY, "Taxation in Minnesota", University of Minnesota Press (1934)
*MINNESOTA INSTITUTE OF GOVERNMENTAL RESEARCH BULLETIN 18, 19, 20, <1,

*WILLIAM ANDERSON, "Local Government and Finance in Minnesota", University of
Minnesota Press (1935)

OSCAR JESNESS AND RENOLDS I. NOWELL, "Program for Land Use in Northern Minnesota"
University of Minnesota Press (1935) ~ available on loan from State Library

*JOSEPH KISE AND GEORGE B, SJOSELIUS, "Minnesota, The State and Its Government'",
Melberg Press, Moorhead, Minn, (1944)., $1.50

REPORT OF MINNESOTA INTERIM COMMITTEE ON IRON ORE TAXATION (1941),

REPORTS OF STATE ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCIES (mostly biennial):
Auditor
*Department of Taxation
Motor Vehicle Division of the Office of Secretary of State
Ligquor Control Commissioner
Unemployment Insurance Division
*Department of Education
*Department of Conservation
*Minnesota Resources Commission
Department of Highways
Division of Social Welfare (Monthly Bulletin)
*Department of Health
Department of Agriculture, Dairy and Foods
Aeronautics Commission
Motor Fuel Division of Department of Taxation (Annual)
*Revenues of State local units, Public Examiner (Annual)
Public Examiner




Minnesota League of Women Voters

EXPLANATION OF PROPOSED PROGRAM
1947-1948 2

To help promote discussion by your board and your nembers, the following e xplan—
ation of the proposed program is submitted.,

Paragraph one is designed to give to new ueubers, f riends and the public, an
overall picture of the makeup and purpose of the League.

Current Azenda: Sigee this is a non-legislative year we shall have ample oppor-—
tunity to become familiar with soue vital probleus of governuent before legisla~
tive action is called for, A breakdown of the agenda follows.

1. FINANCING OF GOVERNMENT IN MINNESOTA

A, Expenditures for State Governuental Services
1. General Governuent: Legislature, Courts, Aduinistrative Offices.
2, Special Probleus: Schools, Highways, Health, Welfare, etc.
3. Machinery of Governuent:
(a) Appointed officers
(b) Elected officers
(¢) Civil Service

B, Grants in Aid

Federal Aid to States
1. Anounts, conditions, distribution, etc.
2. Kinds
(a) Social Security, Aid to Dependent Children, Old
Age Assistance, Unenploynent Coupensation, Health, etc,
(b) Highways, Matched Grants, Aeronautics, Vocational Fd-
ucation, etcs

State Aids to Local Governments
1. Services: Highways, Education, Welfare, etc.
2, Jurisdiction: Counties, Schools, Cities, Towns, etce

C. Dedt
1. State: Rural Credit, Highways, Relief, Buildings, etc,
2, Local: Counties, Townships, Cities, Villages,

D. Revenues

Sources:
1, Taxes
2, Earnings of Departuents
3, Fees and Licenses
4, TFines and Penalties
5« Interest on Investments v
6. Moneys obtained frou borrowing (sale of bonds)

The State govermuent perforus many services for its citizens which cost
noney, These expenditures are paid for largely by taxes., It is iuport-
ant, therefore, that citizens understand what the state governuent does;
what it costs; and where the .ioney coiies frow to pay those costs,




Minnesota League of Wouen Voters

Source uaterial would be provided on all subjects, e. g. ainecographed
material and Departiuental reports, explanation of different departients,
what they have, what their reconiiendations are, etc,

Departuent persounnel are available as speakers, e. g. Mr, Driscoll, State
Counissioner of Aduinistration, is glad to speak to groups throughout

the State when the Legislaturc is not in session, Also ueiibers of the
Departuent of Education, Departuent of Taxation etc. will speak to

groups throughout the State,

S, OUR STATE SYSTEM OF PUBLIC EDUCATION

A. Reorganization of School Districts.

B. Inproved Method of Assessnent.

Cs Training, Recruitment and Retention of Coupetent Teachers.
D, Budget of Departuent of Education.

B, Probleus of Higher Education,

Reorganization of School Districts is of prime iuportance, If the neces—
sary pernissive legislation is passed .auch work will need to be done to
develop understanding and get the program started within counties,

Iuproved nethods of assessments are basic to a failr systen of equaliza—
tion aids, Progress can be made if County Supervisors of Assessment
are provided for by this legislative session,

Our state prograa of training, recruiting and retention of coupetent
teachers should be studied including

1. A Correlation of Departuent of Education and
College of Education Reciprocity in Certification.

2, More liberal interpretation of standards for
tecacliers,

3. Adequate salaries and changed public attitudes, both
of which are needed to attract and hold qualified
teachers,

Does the Budget of the Department of Education provide sufficient funds

for research (including probleus of curriculuq), adequate salaries for
staff, etc.

Porers and policies of Board should be understood.

Probleus of higher education are becouing more acute due to increased
costs, 1lncreased enrolluent and need for nore highly tralned division
of responsibility of Junior and Senior Colleges, etce

3. REORGAKIZATION OF THE STATE LEGISLATURE

The League of Women Voters of the United States took an active part in
supporting reorganization of Congress, The need for reorganizing and
modernizing the Minnesota Legislature is just as imperative. We have one
of the largest legislative bodies of any state and still it is not truly
representative because there has been no redistricting since 1913,




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

PROGRAM 1947-1948
(As adopted by 1947 State Convention)

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota is an integral part of the League
of Women Voters of the United States, It is composed of all of the recog-
nized Local Leagues within the State.

The purpose of the League is to promote political responsibility through
informed and active participation of citizens in government.

The League may teke action on governuental measures and policies in the

public interest. Action may include providing information, building
public opinion, supporting (or opposing) legislation,

IT SHALL NOT SUPPORT OR OPPOSE ANY POLITICAL PARTY OR CANDIDATE,

CURRENT
Financing of Government in Minnescta

Our State System of Public Education.

Reorganization of State Legislature, constitutional
revision, and reapportionment of legislative districts,

LEGISLAT
The State Board shall decide when

(a) The measures adopted in principle by the convention,
shall be made subjects for active legislative work,

Active work is needed in support of the aduinistration,
preservation, improvement or enforceuent of legislation
originally supported by the league,

Active work for measures previously supported by the
league but not enacted into law shall be resuued,




BEXPLANATION OF PROPOSED PROGRAM
1947-1948

To help promote discussion by your board and your ueubers, the following explan-
ation of the proposed program is submitted.

Paragraph one is designed to give to new newbers, f riends and the public, an
overall picture of the makeup and purpose of the League.

Current Azenda: Sigee this is a non-legislative year we shall have ample oppor-
tunity to become fawiliar with sorie vital probleus of governuent before legisla—
tive action is ealled for, A breakdown of the agenda follows.

1. FINANCING OF GOVERNMENT IN MINNESOTA

A. Expenditurce for Btate Governuental Services
1. General Gevernuent: Legislature, Courts, Aduinistrative Offices.
2, Special Probleus: Schools, Highways, Health, Welfare, etc.
3. Machinery of Governuent:
(a) Appointed officers
(v) Flected officers
(e) Civil Service

B. CGrants in 4id

Federal Aid to States
1. Anounts, conditions, distribution, etc.
2., Kinds
(a) Social Security, Aid to Dependent Children, 01d

Age Assistance, Unenployuent Coupensation, Health, ete,
(b) Highways, Matched Grants, Aeronautics, Vocational Fd-
ucation, etc.

State Aids to Local Governusnts
1. Services: Highways, Bducation, Welfare, ete.
2. Jurisdietion: Counties, Schools, Cities, Towns, etc,

C. Pebt
1, State: Rural Credit, Highways, Relief, Buildings, eto,
2, Local: Counties, Townships, Cities, Villages,

»P. Revenues

Sourees:
1, Taxes
Earnings of Pepartuents
Fees and Licensea
Fines and Penalties
Intereat on Investaents
Moners obtained frou borrowing (eale of bonds)

The State governuent perforus many services for its citizens which cost
noneye. These expenditures are naid for largely by taxes, It is iuoport-
ant, therefore, that citizens understand what the state governuent does;
what it costs; and where the .oney coues frow to pay those costs,.




Minnssota League of Woaen Voters
Source uwaterial would be provided on all subjects, e. g. Jineographed
watcrial and Departuental reports, oxplanation of differcnt denortiuents,
what they have, what their reconuendations are, etcs,

Departuent personnel are available as speakers, €. & Mr. Driscell, State
Comnissioner of Aduinistration, is glad to speak to groups throughout

the State when tine Legislaturc is not in sossion. 4Also neabers of tho
Departuent of Pducation, Dopartucnt of Taxation etc. will speek %e

groups throughout the State,

2, OUR STATE SYSTEM OF PUBLIC EDUCATION

A. Roorganization of School Districts.

B, luproved Mcthod of Assossuient.

C. Training, Recruitment and Retention of Coupetent Teachers.
D. Budget of Departuent of Education.

B, Probleus of Higher Education,

Reorganization of School Districts is of prime iuportance. If the neces~
sary peraissive lcegislation is passed .much work will need to be done to
develop understanding and get the program started within counties,

luproved nothods of assessuents are basic to a falr systen of equaliza~-
tion aids., Progress can be made if County Supervisors of Assessiment
are provided for hy this legislative session.

Our state proeran of training, recruiting and retention of coupevtent
tecachers should be studied 1including

1. 4 Correlation of Dupartuent of Education and
College of Hducation Reciprocity in Certification.

2. More liberal interpretation of stendarde for
tcacliers.

3. Adequate salaries and changed public attitudes, both
of which are necedel %0 attract and hold qualified
teachers,

Doos the Budget of tlhe Departuent of Education provide sufficient funds
for research (including probleus of curriculus), adequate salaries for
staff, etc,

Powers and policies of Board should be understood.

Probleus of higher sducation are becozing more acute duc to increcased
costs, increased enrolluent and need for nore highly trained division
of responsibility of Junior and Scnior COolleges, etc,

3. RECRGAKIZATION OF THE STATE LEGISLATURE

The League of Woacn Votors of the United States took an active part in
supporting reorganization of Congress, The need for reorganizing and
modernizing the Minnesota Logislature is just as iaperative. We have one
of the largest legislative bodies of any state and still it is not t ruly
representative because therc has been no redistricting sincs 1913,




Minnesota League of Woumen Voters

BXPLANATION OF PROPOSED PROGRAM
1947-194R

To help promote discussion by your board and vour nenbers, the following explan=-
ation of tlhe proposed program is subnitted.

Paragraph one is designed to give to new ueubers, f riends and the public, an
overall picture of the makeup and purpose of the Loague.

Current Azenda: Sigee this is a non-legislative year we shall have ample oppor-
tunity to become fauiliar with sone vital probleus of governuent before legisla-
tive action is ealled for. A breakdown of the agenda follows.

1. FINANCING OF GOVERNMENT IN MINNESOTA

A. Expenditurcs for State Governuental Services
1. General Gevernuent: Legislature, Courts, Aduinistrative Offices.
2, Special Probleus: Schools, Highways, Health, Welfare, etc.
3., Machinery of Govermuent:
(a) Aprointed officers
(b) Blected officers
(¢) Civil Service

B. Grants in Aid

Foderal Aid to States
1. Anounts, conditions, distribution, etc.
2, Kinds
(a) Social Seocurity, 4id to Dependent Children, 014
Age Assistance, Unemployuzent Coupensation, Health, etc,
(b) Highways, Matched Grants, Aeronauties, Vocational Ed-
ucation, etcs

State Aids to Local Governuoents
1. Services: Highways, Bducation, Welfare, ete.

b

2. Jurisdiction: Counties, Schools, Cities, Towns, etc,

1. State: Rural Credit, Highways, Relief, Buildings, ete,
2, Local: Counties, Townships, Cities, Villages,

P, Hevenues

Soureces:
1, Taxses
2, Barnings of Decpartuents
. Fees and Licensen
L]
« Interest on Investaents
. Monewrs obtained frou borrowing (sale of bonds)

The State governuent perforus many services for its citizens which cost
uoney. These expenditures are paid for largely by taxes, It is ioport-
ant, therefore, that citizens understand what the state governuent does;
what it costs; and where the .oney coues fro. to pay those costs,
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Sodrce uaferial”would be provided on all subjects, e. g, aincographed

waterial and Departuental reports, oxplanation of different devsortients,
what they have, what their reconuendations are, etec.

Departuent persounel are available as speakers, e, g. Mr. Drisccll, Stat=
Comnissioner of Aduinistration, is glad to speak to groups throughout

the State when the Legislaturc is not in session, 4lso uwibers of tho
Departuent of Education, Departmcnt of Taxation etc, will speak %o

groups throughout the State,

2, OUR STATE SYSTEM OF PUBLIC EDUCATION

A, Reorganization of School Districts.

B. Iuproved Mcthod of Asscssuent,

C. Training, Recruitment and Retention of Coupetent Teachers.
D. Budget of Departuent of Education.

I, Probleus of Higher Education.

Reorganization of School Districts is or prinme iuportance. If the neces-
sary pernissive lcgislation is passed .mch work will need to be donc to
develop understanding and get the progran started within counties.

Iuproved umethods of assessneunts are basic to a falr systen of equaliza~
tion aids, Progross can be made if County Supervisors of Assessnent
are provided for by this loegislative session,.

Our state prograa of training, recruiting and retention of coipetent
tcachers should be studied 1including
1. & Correlation of Dupartuent of Education and
College of Bducation Reciprocity in Certification.
2, More liberal intorpretation of stendards for
tocacliers, :
3. Adequate salaries and changzed public attitudes, beth
of which are ncedel %0 attract and hold qualified
teachers,

Docs the Budget of the Departuent of Education provide sufficient funds
for research (including probicus of curriculus), adequate salaries for
staff, etc.

Powers and policies of Board shouid be understood.

Probleus of higher sducation are becouing more acute duc to iuncreasocd
costs, increased enrolluent and need for iore highly trained division
of responsibility of Junior and Scnior Oolleges, etc,

3. RECRGAKIZATION QF THE STATE LEGISLATURE

The League of Woacn Votores of the United States took an active part in
supporting reorganizatior. of Congress. The need for reorganizing and
modernizing the Minnesota Logislature is just as iuperative. We have one
of the largest legislative bodies of any state and still it is not truly
representative because there has been no redistricting since 1913,




Minnesota League of Women Voters

Source naterial would be provided on all subjects, e. g. mineographed
material and Departuental reports, explanation of different departuents,
what they have, what their reconuendations are, etc,

Departuent personnel are available as speakers, e. g. Mr, Driscoll, State
Counissioner of Administration, is glad to speak to groups throughout

the State when the Legislature is not in session, 4lso meubers of the
Departiient of Bducation, Department of Taxation etc., will spezk to

groups throughout the State,

2. OUR STATE SYSTEM OF PUBLIC EDUCATION

A. Reorganization of School Districts.

B, Improved Method of Asséssment,

C. Training, Recruitment and Retention of Competent Teachers.
D, Budget of Departuent of Education.

B, Probleus of Higher Bducation,

Reorganization of School Districts is of prime importance., If the neces—
sary permissive legislation is passed imuch work will need to be done to
develop understanding and get the program started within counties,

mproved methods of assessments are basic to a falr systen of equaliza-s
ion aids, Progress can be mede if County Supervisors of Assessument
re provided for by this legislative session,

Our state program of training, recruiting and retention of coupetent
teachers should be studled 1including

1. A Correlation of Department of Education and
College of Education Reciprocity in Certification.

2. More liberal interpretation of standards for
teachers,

3. Adequate salaries and changed public attitudes, both
of which are needed to attract and hold qualified
teachers,

Does the Budget of the Department of Education provide sufficient funds
for research (including probleus of curriculua), adequate salaries for
staff, etc.

Powers and policies of Board should be understood.

Probleus of higher education are becouing nore acute due to increased
costs, increased enrollment and need for nore highly trailned division
of responsibility of Junior and Senior Colleges, etc.

3. REORGANIZATION OF THE STATE LEGISLATUR

The League of Women Voters of the United States took an active part in
supporting reorganization of Congress. The need for reorganizing and
modernizing the Minnesota Legislature is just as iumperative. We have one
of the largest legislative bodies of any state and still it is not truly
representative because there has been no redistricting since 1913,




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

PROGRAM 1947-1948
(As adopted by 1947 State Convention)

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota ig an integral part of the League
of Women Voters of the United States, It is composed of all of the recog-
nized Local Leagues within the State.

The purpose of the League is to promote political responsibility through
informed and active participation of citizens in government,

The League may teke action on governuental measures and policies in the
public interest. Action may include providing information, building

public opinion, supporting (or opposing) legislation,

IT SHALL KOT SUPPORT OR OPPOSE ANY POLITICAL PARTY OR CANDIDATE,

CURRENI
Financing of Government in Minnesota

Our State System of Public Education,

Reorganization of State Legislature, constitutional
revision, and reapportionuent of legislative districts.

The State Board shall decide when

The measures adopted in principle by the convention,
shall be made subjects for active legislative work,

Active work is needed in support of the administration,
‘preservation, improvement or enforceuent of legislation
originally supported by the league.

Active work for measures previously supported by the
league but not enacted into law shall be reswaed,




Minnesota Library Association

RUTH M. JEDERMANN, SECRETARY-TREASURER

MINNEAPOLIS PUBLIC LIBRARY
MINNEAPOLIS 3, MINNESOTA

April 9, 1948

Mrs, Dewey Gruenhagen, State Chairman
League of Women Voters

230 New York Building

8t. Paul, Minnesota

Dear Mrs. Gruenhagen:

The League of Women Voters has always supported free
public education in the interest of a2 better informed,
more alert American citizenry. For that reason, we
know you are interested in public libraries in your
own community and in your own state,.

Many leaders have commended the fine services established
by existing libraries. Few are aware of the many
inadequacies existing in the smaller libraries and in

the large areas in the state which have no library
facilities, whatsoever. Thirty-six per cent of our

total population in Minnesota is without public library
gervice, Of the other gsixty-four per cent many are
receiving only the moet meager kind of service.

The Minnesota Library Association, an organization of

all people and institutions interested in the improvement
of library servicee in our state, is concentrating its
efforts this year on informing pecple of the need of
libraries and revision of existing library laws, We

need the endorsement of your organization and other
leading citizens in bringing these laws and library
services up-to-date. May we depend upon your valuable
suprort for the extension and improvement of these
services in Minnesota?

At the present time, we are particularly interested in
obtaining the following information:

(1) Would you include a speaker to discuss library
needs briefly on one of your state or local
programs?

(2) Do you have any publications that would carry
an editorial or news story?

How many chapters are in vour state organization?




Page 2

(4) When is your annual meeting held? Do you also
have a designated time for district meetings?

(5) Do you have a member who might be designated as
library representative and to whom we could
send information to present to your membersnip?

This letter comes &8s an urgent appeal for "Friends of
the Library." We need such friends to help us acquaint
the people of Minnesota with the need for improved
library laws and services. This year our association
offers a special DOLLAR-A-YEAR membership to interested
citizens who are not librarians. Ve will appreclate
all the assistance you cen give to this progrem.

I am enclosing a self-addressed envelope, hoplng we may
receive an early answer to the information we are seeking.

Thank you for your kind cooperation.

incerely yours,
fid T

Chairman /
Publicity Committee

Miss Anita Saxine
Winona Free Public Library
Winona, Minnesota




June 1, 1948

Kiss Anita Saxine
¥inona Free Public Library
Winona, Minnesota

Dear Miss Saxine:

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota went on record at its annual conven-
tion in May as supporting the following objectives 6f the Minnesota Library Assocla=
tion:

(1) $15,000 to be included in the State Department of Edncation buiget for
the biennial salery and travel expensss of a professional field worker,
in the Library Division, for the purpose of assisting and aiding 1ib=-
raries now in the state, and helping toc establish library service
where none exists in Minnesota today.

(2) $25,000 for a state wide all inclusive survey of libraries and library
services to be conducted under the auspices of the State Department of
BEducation to be included in its budget.

In answer to a letter from you forwarded by Mrs. Gruenhagen of St. Paul:

we do not at the present time have a specific library item on our Current Agenda,
but the Lesgue during 1940-1941 had for study "Development of Library Services in
Minnesota®,

There are 46 local Leagues in Minnesota. Two of these Leagues last
yvear had library projects for their local progras,

Sincerely,

Mrs, Malcolm Hargraves
President
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