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1730 M STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 + TEL. (202) 296-1770

memorandum

The League of WomenVoters of the United States
DATE ; %/'/L/é

TO: /4V4/9 /Z/ ﬂ(fﬁhty __» President, LWV of “:7}L/p?1,?1_,

FROM: Tesley G. Dunn, Staff/;irector, Legislative Action

SUBJECT: Congressional contact by National (Beard-member/Lobbying Corps member)

(A):

We would like you to notify the local League president(s) in your state's 5—

Congressional district that Representative AEL/; z'jg( 45

9 A -

of that district was contacted on

L : L A ’
A . The subject of the discussion was [j??nxgifyLy /ﬁz{féélj
/7 SAEE / 9 . & P <
:'/ ; é SUh/s C(J\A_? /\/_zz_/) L C_,L,{fz:(-—;,/_ < %-rx;/)///f sl

o P )
Howe 5 le .

Additional remarks:

(B) :

was interviewed on

Your U.S. Senator

by The subject the discussion was

Additional remarks:
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The League of WomenVoters of the United States

DATE: /\//35-
; r . U T '/_
TO: Mo /N “(/1/ , President, LWV of Jher1v .,
/

FROM: Tesley G. Dunn, Staff Director, Legislative Action

SUBJECT: Congressional contact by National {Beerd-member/Lobbying Corps member)

(A) H

Wle would like you to notify the local League president(s) in your state's Y
Congressional district that Representative %3(50/0&5,/5

of that district was contacted on > - 3 ¢ by ;7 K’CJ(L4Z}4
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“/ /r“ “/ (L] 71”/ / (L //((_/[ ./,(('(’/_44,, /O*N;?/ qud TRi?

Y
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(B):

Your U.S. Senator was interviewed on

by . The subject of the discussion was

Additional remarks:




Ralph Nader Congress Project
Citizens Look at Congress

John A. Blatnik

Democratic Representative
from Minnesota

written by Anne L. Millet
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league of Yomen Voters of Minnesota, 555 Wabasha Street, St. Paul, Minnesota 55102
January 1972

CONGRESSIONAL ACTION OF LEAGUE INTEREST

02nd Congress - 1lst Session

John Blatnik - DFL - 8th District
Committee: Public lforks, Chairman
Y NN

U.S. CONGRESS

--House rules including 21 day rule on bills in the Rules Committee (after 21
days the Speaker can remove the bill and bring it to the floor). Vote to close
amendments., ..Defeated 134-254 (1/22/71 - #7)

--To remove the 21 day limit and keep the Rules Committee procedure as it had
been...Passed 234-153 (1/22/71 - #9)

--House rules including the cutting of minority staffing of committees that had
been approved in the 1970 law...Passed 226-156 (1/22/71 - #10) Spoke against
using 1/3 funds for minority staffing on committees.

--Assignment of Democrats to the House's standing committees,,.Passed 259-32 -

42 voting Present (2/4/71 - #13)

HUMAN RESOURCES

--Accelerated Public orks Act, to delete $2 billion not budgeted...Defeated
128-262 (4/22/71 - #66)

--Accelerated Public Works Act, Passed 319-68 (4/22/71 - }#67) Lled the floor
action for passazz. Conferee,

--Accelerated Public orks Act, Conference report...Passed 275-104 (6/15/71 -#134)

--Public orks and Economic Development Act and Appalachian Regional Development
Act Extensions (13 billion less than the vetoed bill) - Passed 375-27
(7/28/71 - #213)

--Emergency Employment Act, amendment providing for greater local control -
Defeated 184-202 (6/2/71 - #114)
--Emergency Bmployment Act...Passed 245-141 (6/2/71 - #115)

--Education appropriations for fiscal year ending 6/30/72...Passed 355-7
(4/7/71 - #5h)

--Amendment to add $728.6 million...Defeated ¥88-191 (4/7/71 - #52)

--Amendment to remove section forbiding forced busing...Defeated 149-206
(4/7/71 - #53)

~--Emergency School Aid Act (HR2266), to suspend the rules and pass...Defeated
135-222 (11/1/71 - #329)

Higher Education Act (HR7248)

--Amendment to exclude all male or all female undergraduate schools from "pro-
hibition of sex discrimination" - Committee of the ihole, Passed 194-189
(T1/4/71 - #349)

--same amendment, Passed the House 186-181 (11/4/71 - #360)

--Amendment to remove Ethnic Heritage Studies, Passed 200-159 (11/4/71 - #352)




--Amendment to postpone any U.S. District Court order forcing busing for racial
balance until the U.S. Supreme Court has the opportunity to act on any appeal.
(Broomfield Amendment). Passed 235-125 (11/4/71 - #354)

--Amendment that the federal government can't force states to spend state or
local funds on programs for which federal funds can't be used (busing for
racial balance - Green Amendment). Passed 231-126 (11/4/71 - #355)

--Amendment to exempt from the prohibition of using funds for busing local schools
carrying out plans pursuant to court orders. Defeated 146-216 (11/4/71 -#356)

--Point of order removing the amendment (Ashbrook Amendment) that prohibits
using any federal funds for busing to overcome racial imbalance. Overruled

233-124 (11/4/71 - #357)

--Point of order removing Emergency School Aid Act (HR2266- Pucinski Amendment)
as an amendment. Overruled 211-160 (11/4/71 - /359) (The amendment contains
the antibusing provision)

--To consider the Family Assistance Bill (HR 1) under the rule allowing no
amendments except whether or not to strike Title IV (family assistance)...
Passed 200-172 (6/21/71 - #152)

--To strike out Title IV...Defeated 187-234 (6/22/71 - 156)

--Family Assistance Bill...Passed 288-132 (6/22/71 - #157)

--To forbid food stamps to households where a member is on strike...Defeated
172-225 (6/23/71 - #161)

Co-author, joint resolution to maintain food stamps at present levels.

-=-School Lunch and Breakfast program - Passed 354-0 (10/18/71 - #303)

--HUD Appropriations, conference report...Passed 362-30 (7/29/71 - #216)

--Equal Employment Opportunity Commission Act - Erlenborn substitute to provide
for court enforcement without cease and desist powers; to remove the broadened
coverage; to remove combining OFCC with EEQC...Passed 202-197 (9/17/71 -#262)

--To recommit - Defeated 130-270 (9/17/71 - #263)

--Equal BEmployment Opportunity Commission Act - Passed 285-106 (9/17/71 - #264)

Co-author, letter to BIA Commissioner Bruce urging new regulations governing the
use of contracted federal funds for Indian education. (Johnson 0'lMalley Act
funds)

--Alaska: Native Claims, conference report. Passed 307-60 (12/14/71 - #465)

--To disapprove of Reorganization Plan #l of 1971 to createthe Action Corps -
combining the Peace Corps, VISTA, etc.)...Defeated 131-224 (5/25/71 - #108)

--Economic Opportunity Act extension. Passed 251-115 (9/30/71)

--Amendment to lower poverty level for day care provisions to conform to HR 1
level, Committee of the Whole. Defeated 187-189 (9/30/71 - #272,
--same amendment, Passed the House 191-180 (9/30/71 - #277)

--Amendment, Comprehensive Child Development Program, Passed 186-183 (9/30/71 -
#276)

--Amendment to remove the Legal Services Corporation - Defeated 152-210
(9/30/71 - #275)




--Economic Opportunity Act Extension, 1971, conference report, Passed 210-186
(12/7/71 - #438)

FOREIGN POLICY

--To add $11.6 million for dues in the International Labor Organization...De-
feated 147-227 (6/24/71 - #163)

--Foreign Aid Appropriation Act...Passed 200-192 (8/3/71 - #235)

Co-author, resolution on establishing an Atlantic Union with the goal of trans-
forming present alliances into a federal union,

--Repassing original House version of the Foreign Aid Bill to take to conference
with the Senate. Passed 269-115 (11/18/71 - #406)
--Foreign Aid Appropriations. Passed 214-179 (12/8/71 - #ull)

--Amendment to restore 350 million for U.S. contribution to the UN Development
Program. Defeated 119-268 (12/8/71 - i#440)

Co-signer of a letter to Ambassador Bush that he will not support nor condone
retaliation by the U,S. against the UN by withdrawing financial support.

Accepting the conference committee's ifilitary Procurement Authorization Bill,

Sect. 503 (removing the embargo on importing chrom ore from Rhodesia) Passed
252-101 (11/10/71 - #379)

VOTING RIGHTS

--Constitutional Amendment, 18 year old vote - Passed 401-19 (3/23/71 - #27)

OTHER ISSUES OF GENERAL INTEREST

--To strike further funding of SST - Passed 217-204 (3/18/71 - #31 - Teller vote)
--To strike further funding of SST - Passed 216-203 (3/18/71 - #25-Recorded vote)
--Continued funding of SST - Passed 201-195 (5/12/71 - #89)

--$155.8 million to terminate SST program...Defeated 118-156 (5/20/71 - #105)

--To create a select committee of the House to investigate energy resources..,
Defeated 128-218 (5/26/71 - #110)

--To forbid funds for testing any nuclear weapons in the Aleutian Islands...
Defeated 108-275 (7/29/71 - #279)

Led the effort for temporary, continuing funding of the lJater Pollution Control
Act.

--To repeal 2 year extension of the draft...Defeated 62-331 (3/31/71 - #37)

--To extend draft for 1 year...Defeated 198-200 (3/31/71 - #38)

--Conscientious objectors to serve 2 years instead of 3 and delete the automatic
induction if they do unsatisfactory work...Defeated 132-242 (3/31/71 - #41)

--To prohibit involuntary assignment to SE Asia after 12/31/71 and involuntary
extension of service of previous inductees (Fraser's Amendment)...Defeated
122-260 (3/31/71 - #42)

--To prohibit using draftees in any undeclared war...Defeated 96-278 (3/31/71 -
#43)

-3~




--To extend the draft 18 months instead of 24...Defeated 170-200 (3/31/71 -#4i4)

--The draft extension bill,..Passed 293-99 (3/31/71 - 45)

--To table the Senate amendment to the draft bill that all U.S. military be with-
drawn from Indochina in 9 months, subject to the release of the POl/s...Passed
219-175 (6/28/71 - i167)

--ifilitary Draft Bill, conference report...Passed 297-108 (8/4/71 - #238)

--To prohibit expenditure of new funds after 1/1/1972 to support U.S. military
operations in Vietnam, Cambodia or Laos...Defeated 158-255 (6/17/71 - #144)
--To cut off military support to Indochina after 6/1/72 subject to certain POW
provisions,..Defeated 147-237 (6/17/71 - +#145)

--Defense Appropriations Amendment, to stop funding U.S. military in SE Asia
after 6/1/72 with withdrawal of U.S. forces at a date certain, subject to the
release of all American POlfs. Defeated 163-238 (11/17/71 - #399)

--To..table the Mansfield Amendment to the Foreign Aid Bill. Passed 130-101
(12/16/71 - i#h72)

--To table directing the Secretary of State to furnish certin information about
U.S. operations in Laos...Passed 261-118 (7/7/71 - #178)

--To send back to committee contempt citation against Frank Stanton and CBS...
Passed 226-181 (7/13/71 - 7188)

--To authorize emergency loan guarantees to major business enterprises (Lockheed)
.+.Passed 192-189 (7/30/71 - #227)

--ljomen's Rights Amendment to the Constitution (3 J Res 208). Passed 354-24
(10/12/71 - if294)

--To accept the committee amendment to exempt women from the draft and to retain
laws characterized as "reasonably promoting the health and safety of the
people" (Wiggins Amendment). Defeated 87-265 (10/12/71 - #293)

Prayer in public buildings Amendment to the Constitution (H J Res 191). De-
feated (lacked 2/3rds vote) 240-162 (11/8/71 - #366)

-~Election Reform Bill, passed 373-23 (11/30/71 - #418)
-~Amendment, to allow broadcasting stations to charge regular rates instead of
lowest unit charge. Passed 219-150 (11/29/71 - #413)

--Amendment, to remove all federal elections from the equal time provision.
Defeated 95-277 (11/29/71 - #414)




Your editorial of Nov. 29 entitled ''Water pollution in the
F House" reflects a laudable concern for the quality of our
country's waters and a welcome interest in the so-called

"Blatnik Bill" now pending before the House Committee
on Public Works.
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Thursday, December 9, 1971

une

Bower Hawthorne Editor
Wallace Allen Managing Editor
Leonard Inskip Editorial Editor

Established 1867

Volume CV Number 199

Debate on new water-quality law

Conflicting views on proposed to intervene if an entire state permit-
changes in the nation’s water-quality  granting program falls below stand-
law are being expressed in testimony  ard.

this week before the U.S. House Pub-

lic Works Committee in Washington.  That may be a useful tool, although it
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
555 WABASHA

ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55102
PHONE: 224-5445




INV OF SILVER BAY POSITICNS ON NATIONAL CONTINUI%G RESPONSIBILITIES

We disagreed with the national consensus on apporionment of state legis-
latures., Therefore, we doc not work as a League to promote the national consensus.
By the same token we do not work as a Lecgue in oppositicny, All of the other four
CR's had come to concensus before we became a League. We ziccepted the league
positions when we took out our charter; therefore, we suppolt the National League
position on these items, F—

: PROGRAM  SCHEDULE

October - Water Resources
IXs Thou shalt try to see thy full November - Foreign Policy
value as a national organization, January - Organization of State Govt,
X. Thou shalt try harder; Thou need January - Human Resources and
not be number II. Equality of Opportunity
e e A ol it o PR A i e S e i February - Financing Govt. in Minn,
i The Silver Bay VOTER Published by and March - Foreign Policy
:for the OSilver Bay, Minnesota, League . April - School Survey
. of Women Voters. f May — Organization of State Govt.

COMMANDMENTS (con't, from p. 3)

Prosidents s o o « o Mrs. Dale Johnsoné
Ed itOI‘ . - @ . # £




LWV of Minnesota, 555 Wabasha St., St. Paul, Minn.
55102

The LWV of
responded to the Time for Action on
in the following manner:

The LWV of

did not respond to the Time for Action on
because:

Please return to:Mrs. M I. Smith
Box 65, Star Route 2
Hibbing, Minnesota 55746
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JOHN A. BLATNIK COMMITTEES:
8TH DISTRICT, MINNESOTA PUBLIC WORKS
GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS

RooMm 2449

o i i Conaress of the United States |
House of Representatives el
Washington, B.EC. 20515

o S vy

POLLUTION CONTROL LEGISLATION

THE BLATNIK RECORD
_A‘-p-‘ b i T A LA

M{'

Congressman John A, Blatnik authored and got enacted into law
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act of 1956, the first permanent
national program to protect and preserve America's priceless resources

of clean water, ~ A X G5l [T \ R

He has also authored and manpaged onthe Floor of thée House of
Representatives '111 of t;,e 1e“1slu,t10n which ha.s ~trenuthene€ and expanded
thl% PI""L rL\I‘:‘.: \'.____' [ = LA L ¢ oA, - " _;.\ ‘

1~ T ri{ Crves, Yo & S . gt - IS 4.
THE FEDERAL W '.:' 'I ER POL LUTIQ'\J CONT}\OL AM I ND», *NTS
OI—\ 19{-1 3 .‘)\ - _;1 i. o Qr‘
X __ o

a N
eV i

[ 5 e v it L = "‘\_"'!'" At ok FC~ '“'
Increased federal grants to $100 million annually to help

communities build sewage treatment plants

Authorized a greatly-expanded research and demonstratio
program to find new methods of treating and controlling
water wastes~~-including the $3, 5 million authorization for ,
the National Water Quality Laboratory in Duluth to guard | “
over the purity of Lake Superior water

¢ .-..'\: l _..EM
Extended the enfecrcement powers by allowing the federal

government to bring law suits against offenders
ATER QUALITY ACT OF 1965

Gave the federal government authority to set water quality
standards for interstate waters

Increased grants to communities for sewage treatment plant
construction-~to $150 million annually

THE 1966 REORGANIZATION PLAN

Transferred water pollution control to the Interior Department
to help make it a more vigorous, effective program




THE CLEAN WATERS RESTORATION ACT OF 1966
Authorized a total of $3, 550, 000 (3 billion 550 million) in
grants for sewage treatment plant construction over a five-
year period, ending June 30, 1971
Authorized over $300, 000, 000 for intensified water pollution
control research with emphasis on industrial pollution and

advanced waste treatment methods

Gave the federal government stronger investigative authority
for use in pollution abatement

THE WATER CUALITY IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 1970

Gave strong new authority to the federal government for oil
pollution clean-up

Set tough liability standards for recovery of costs for oil
pollution clean-up

Set stiff criminal penalties for oil spills
Expanded oil pollution research
Created the Office of Environmental Quality

Authorized establishment of water quality criteria for pesticides

Established a $20, 000, 000 program for clean-up of pollution
in the Great Lakes

APPROPRIATIONS

In 1969 and 1970 Blatnik spearheaded the successful congressional
drive that raised water pollution abatement appropriations from
the $214, 000, 000 requested by the President to a total of $1, 8
billion

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

Chaired hearings and managed on the House Floor the
reorganization plan to pull anti-pollution programs then
fragmented among several federal agencies into a single
agency responsible for all environmental protection




1730 M STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 = TEL. (202) 296-1770

memorandum

The League of Women Voters of the United States

MEMO TO: Mrs MeCoy

FROM: Dorothy Sortor,Stimpson == League Action Staff

RE Appointment with Congressman Blatnik, Chairman of House Public Works Committee
Since Mrs. Clusen will not be &ble to testify before Congressman Blatnks's committee
later this month on the new Water Pollution Congrol legislation, we thought it would
be a good idea for her to stop by and see Blatnik == do you plan to see him while
youf are here -- should we coordinate the visit -- i. e. go together ==~ or just go

ahead and set up a separate interview

I'11 try to catch up with you -~ but if not this afternoon would you call the League
office 296-1772 extension 253 or 254 and leave a message with my secretary as to

how you want us to handle the Blatnik interview




League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555 Wabasha, St. Paul, Minnesota 55102
May 1971
Congressional Interview
Congressman John A. Blatnik ~ 8th District, Minnesota - DFL

Committees: Chairman, Public Works

The interview was held in Washington, D.C., Most of the discussion was
with Representative Blatnik's Administrative Assistant Jim T. Oberstar.
Participating for the League: Mary Ann McCoy, LWV of Minnesota President-
elect; Ann Duff, National Board; Liz Ebbott, Minnesota's National Action
Chairman; Amanda Freehling, from Maryland and a member of the National
League's Lobbying Corps.

U.S. Congress

The jurisdictions of House committees have not been looked at for
over 20 years. In environment the work is being handled by 5 committees
(36 governmental agencies). The Public Works Committee handles the major
water pollution efforts and controls the Corps of Engineers, but Ocean
dumping of wastes is in another committee. The Interstate Commercé- Com-
mittee handles air pollution. Solid wastes are handled in that committee
as well as the Interior Committee etc. The determining factor is where
the bills are assigned by the Parliamentarian. While it is the Speaker
who is in charge of assigning bills, in reality it is done by his as-
sistant, Lewis Deschler, long time Parliamentarian. The air pollution
legislation was sent to Interstate Commerce on the theory that air is
interstate (it could be argued that water is too). Mr. Blatnik tried to
get the bill transferred to Public Works, but was unsuccessful.

Mr. Oberstar commented on the personality factor in how Congress
works., Wilbur Mills, Chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee, is
an "incredibly patient man"., He keeps his committee going all day.
Congressmen are forced by pressures of other work, meeting with con-
stituents, etc. to leave. Around 5 p.m. there may be a vote which is
then reported in the press, the first the Congressman knows of it. Mpr.
Mills holds proxies giving him the votes to do this.

Human Resources - Welfare Reform

Earlier in the session Representative Blatnik joined in signing a
letter urging a liberal welfare program. There is concern that the
pending proposal is a deliberate scheme to push more of the poor out of
the South, It would allow the southern states to lower the amount they
pay for the already low welfare assistance programs.

Congressman Blatnik had just called Chairman Wilbur Mills about the
pending bill's "open end" provision which would reduce the amount the
federal government would spend in Minnesota. Governor Anderson had
called urging this action.

Environment
Mr. Oberstar told the story of how the first water pollution control
act came into being in 1956. Prior to that time there was just one man




in the Department of Health, Education and Welfare in charge of pollution.
His office was buried deep in a basement somewhere. Congressman Blatnik
gradually built support for the idea and got it passed through the Public
Works Committee. It was then necessary to get it through the House Rules
Committee, Howard K, Smith was chairman at that time and was opposed to
the idea; Mr. Blatnik had to testify for 3 days on the bill before that
committee. Representative Smith, at one point asked, "You mean the
Federal government is going to start building toilets in this country?"

There weren't enough votes to get a favorable ruling. Congressman
Blatnik was aware that one of the representatives opposed to the bill was
also interested in getting Public Works Committee approval of dam con-
struction in his district. Upon the suggestion that the proposed dam
wasn't a good idea, it was gradually worked out that that representative
would be absent when the Rules Committee vote came up. So by one vote
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act of 1956 came to the floor of the
House and was passed.

On the issue of Reserve Mining and Lake Superior, the Environmental
Protection Agency's ruling has removed the issue from the Lake Superior
Enforcement Conference. If there is no action by the company, the Justice
Department can enter the case and take it into federal court. If the
mining company continues to come up with proposals, even though they
might be unacceptable, the court could throw out the federal suit even
after the 180 days because negotiations are continuing. The state of
Minnesota now has the power to revoke the Corps of Engineers' permit to
Reserve, but has not done so.

(Note - Through a chance meeting, an aide to Senator Nelson of
Wisconsin expressed the opinion that neither the federal government nor
the state of Minnesota has a strong enough case to win against Reserve.)

The Congressman himself commented on the Voyageur's National Park
Bill. Here the big problem was to build understanding and agreement.
"Introducing a bill is nothing, it's just a slip of paper." With the
groundwork laid, the bill went through with no controversy.




League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555 Wabasha, St. Paul, Minnesota 55102
May 1971
Congressional Interview
Congressman John A, Blatnik - 8th District, Minnesota - DFL

Committees: Chairman, Public Works

The interview was held in Washington, D.C. Most of the discussion was
with Representative Blatnik's Administrative Assistant Jim T. Oberstar.
Participating for the League: Mary Ann McCoy, LWV of Minnesota President-
elect; Ann Duff, National Board; Liz Ebbott, Minnesota's National Action
Chairman; Amanda Freehling, from Maryland and a member of the National
League's Lobbying Corps.

U.S. Congress

The jurisdictions of House committees have not been looked at for
over 20 years. In environment the work is being handled by 5 committees
(36 governmental agencies). The Public Works Committee handles the major
water pollution efforts and controls the Corps of Engineers, but Ocean
‘dumping of wastes is in another committee. The Interstate Commerce Com-
mittee handles air pollution. Solid wastes are handled in that committee
as well as the Interior Committee etc. The determining. factor is where
the ‘bills are assigned by the Parliamentarian. While it is the Speaker
who is' in charge of assigning bills, in reality it is done by his as-

sistant, Lewis Deschler, long time Parliamentarian. The air pollution
legislation was sent to Interstate Commerce on the theory that air is
interstate (it could be argued that water is too). Mr. Blatnik tried to
get the bill transferred to Public Works, but was unsuccessful.

Mr. Oberstar commented on the personality factor in how Congress
works, Wilbur Mills, Chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee, is
an "incredibly patient man", He keeps his committee going all day.
Congressmen are forced by pressures of other work, meeting with con-
stituents, etc. to leave. Around 5 p.m. there may be a vote which is
then reported in the press, the first the Congressman knows of it. Mp.
Mills holds proxies giving him the votes to do this.

Human Resources - Welfare Reform

Earlier in the session Representative Blatnik joined in signing a
letter urging a liberal welfare program. There is concern that the
pending proposal is a deliberate scheme to push more of the poor out of
the South. It would allow the southern states to lower the amount they
pay for the already low welfare assistance programs.

Congressman Blatnik had just called Chairman Wilbur Mills about the
pending bill's "open end" provision which would reduce the amount the
federal government would spend in Minnesota. Governor Anderson had
called urging this action.

Environment
Mr. Oberstar told the story of how the first water pollution control
act came into being in 1956. Prior to that time there was just one man




in the Department of Health, Education and Welfare in charge of pollution.
His office was buried deep in a basement somewhere. Congressman Blatnik
gradually built support for the idea and got it passed through the Public
Works Committee. It was then necessary to get it through the House Rules
Committee, Howard K. Smith was chairman at that time and was opposed to
the idea. Mr. Blatnik had to testify for 3 days on the bill before that
committee. Representative Smith, at one point asked, "You mean the
Federal government is going to start building toilets in this country?"

There weren't enough votes to get a favorable ruling. Congressman
Blatnik was aware that one of the representatives opposed to the bill was
also interested in getting Public Works Committee approval of dam con-
struction in his district. Upon the suggestion that the proposed dam
wasn't a good idea, it was gradually worked out that that representative
would be absent when the Rules Committee vote came up. So by one vote
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act of 1956 came to the floor of the
House and was passed. ;

On. the issue of Reserve Mining and Lake Superior, the Environmental
Protection Agency's ruling has removed the issue from the Lake Superior
Enforcement Conference. If there is no action by the company, the Justice
Department can enter the case and take it into federal court. If the
mining company continues to come up with proposals, even though they
might be unacceptable, the court could throw out the federal suit even
after the 180 days because negotiations are continuing, The state of
Minnesota now has the power to revoke the Corps of Engineers' permit to
Reserve, but has not done so.

(Note - Through a chance meeting, an aide to Senator Nelson of
Wisconsin expressed the opinion that neither the federal government nor
the state of Minnesota has a strong enough case to win against Reserve.)

The Congressman himself commented on the Voyageur's National Park
Bill.  Here the big problem was to build understanding and agreement.
"Introducing a bill is nothing, it's just a slip of paper.”" With the
groundwork laid, the bill went through with no controversy.
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Congressional Interview
Congressman John A, Blatnik - 8th District, Minnesota - DFL

Committees: Chairman, Public Works

The interview was held in Washington, :D.C. Most of the discussion was
with Representative Blatnik's Administrative Assistant Jim T. Oberstar.
Participating for the League: Mary Ann McCoy, LWV of Minnesota President-
elect; Ann Duff, National Board; Liz Ebbott, Minnesota's National Action
Chairman; Amanda Freehling, from Maryland and a member of the Natiomal. . '
League's Lobbying Corps.

U.S. Congress

The jurisdictions of House committees have not been looked at for
over 20 years. In environment the work is being handled by 5 committees
(36 governmental agencies). The Public Works Committee handles the major
water pollution efforts and controls the Corps of Engineers, but Ocean
dumping of wastes is in another committee. The Interstate Commerce Com-
mittee handles air pollution. Solid wastes are handled in that committee
as well as the Interior Committee etc. The determining factor is wheré
the bills are assigned by the Parliamentarian, While it is the Speaker
who is in charge of assigning bills, in reality it is done by his as-
sistant, Lewis Deschler, long time Parliamentarian. The air pollution
legislatlon was sent to Interstate Commerce on the theory that air is
interstate (it could be argued that water is too). Mr. Blatnik tried to
get the bill transferred to Public Works, but was unsuccessful.

Mr. Oberstar commented on the personality factor in how Congress
works, Wilbur Mills, Chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee, is
an "incredibly patient man"., He keeps his committee going all day.
Congressmen are forced by pressures of other work, meeting with con-
stituents, etc. to leave. Around 5 p.m. there may be a vote which is
then reported in the press, the first the Congressman knows of it. Mp.
Mills holds proxies giving him the votes to do this. 4

Human Resources - Welfare Reform

Earlier in the session Representative Blatnik joined in signing a
letter urging a liberal welfare program. There is concern that the
pending proposal is a deliberate scheme to push more of the poor out of
the South. It would allow the southern states to lower the amount they
pay for the already low welfare assistance programs.

Congressman Blatnik had just called Chairman Wilbur Mills about the
pending bill's "open end" provision which would reduce the amount the
federal government would spend in Minnesota. Governor Anderson had
called urging this action.

Environment
Mr, Oberstar told the story of how the first water pollution control
act came into being in 1956, Prior to that time there was just one man
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Blatnik was aware that one of the representatives opposed to the bill was
also interested in getting Public Works Committee approval of dam con-
struction in his district. Upon the suggestion that the proposed dam
wasn't a good idea, it was gradually worked out that that representative
would be absent when the Rules Committee vote came up. So by one vote
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act of 1956 came to the floor of the
House and was passed.

On the issue of Reserve Mining and Lake Superior, the Environmental
Protection Agency's ruling has removed the issue from the Lake Superior
Enforcement Conference. If there is no action by the company, the Justice
Department can enter the case and take it into federal court. If the
mining company continues to come up with proposals, even though they
might be unacceptable, the court could throw out the federal suit even
after the 180 days because negotiations are continuing. The state of
Minnesota now has the power to revoke the Corps of Engineers' permit to
Reserve, but has not done so.

(Note - Through a chance meeting, an aide to Senator Nelson of
Wisconsin expressed the opinion that neither the federal government nor
the state of Minnesota has a strong enough case to win against Reserve.)

The Congressman himself commented on the Voyageur's National Park
Bill. Here the big problem was to build understanding and agreement.
"Introducing a bill is nothing, it's just a slip of paper." With the
groundwork laid, the bill went through with no controversy.
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as well as the Interior Committee etc. The determining factor is where
the bills are assigned by the Parliamentarian. While it is the Speaker
who is in charge of assigning bills, in reality it is done by his as-

sistant, Lewis Deschler, long time Parliamentarian. The air pollution
legislation was sent to Interstate Commerce on the theory that air is
interstate (it could be argued that water is too). Mr. Blatnik tried to
get the bill transferred to Public Works, but was unsuccessful.

Mr. Oberstar commented on the personality factor in how Congress
works., Wilbur Mills, Chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee, is
an "incredibly patient man". He keeps his committee going all day.
Congressmen are forced by pressures of other work, meeting with con-
stituents, etc. to leave. Around 5 p.m. there may be a vote which is
then reported in the press, the first the Congressman knows of it. Mr.
Mills holds proxies giving him the votes to do this.

Human Resources - Welfare Reform

Earlier in the session Representative Blatnik joined in signing a
letter urging a liberal welfare program. There is concern that the
pending proposal is a deliberate scheme to push more of the poor out of
the South. It would allow the southern states to lower the amount they
pay for the already low welfare assistance programs.

Congressman Blatnik had just called Chairman Wilbur Mills about the
pending bill's "open end" provision which would reduce the amount the
federal government would spend in Minnesota. Governor Anderson had
called urging this action.
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Mr. Oberstar told the story of how the first water pollution control
act came into being in 1956. Prior to that time there was just one man




in the Department of Health, Education and Welfare in charge of pollution.
His office was buried deep in a basement somewhere. Congressman Blatnik
gradually built support for the idea and got it passed through the Public
Works Committee. It was then necessary to get it through the House Rules
Committee, Howard K. Smith was chairman at that time and was opposed to
the idea. Mr. Blatnik had to testify for 3 days on the bill before that
committee. Representative Smith, at one point asked, "You mean the
Federal government is going to start building toilets in this country?"

There weren't enough votes to get a favorable ruling. Congressman:.
Blatnik was awafe that one of the representatives opposed to the bill was
also interested in getting Public Works Committee approval of dam con--
struction in his district. Upon the suggestion that the proposed dam
wasn't a good idea, it was gradually worked out that that representative
would be absent when the Rules Committee vote came up. So by one vote
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act of 1956 came to the floor of the
House and was passed,

On the issue of Reserve Mining and Lake Superior, the Environmental
Protection Agency's ruling has removed the issue from the Lake Superior
Enforcement Conferénce. If there is no action by the company, the Justice
Department can enter the case and take it into federal court.- If the
mining company continues to come up with proposals, even though they
might be unacceptable, the court could throw out the federal suit even
after the 180 days because negotiations are continuing. The state of
Minnesota now has the power to revoke the Corps of Engineers' permit to
Reserve, but has not done so.

(Note - Through a chance meeting, an aide to Senator Nelson of
Wisconsin expressed the opinion that neither the federal government nor
the state of Minnesota has a strong enough case to win against Reserve.)

The Congressman himself commented on the Voyageur's National Park
Bill. Here the big problem was to build understanding and agreement.
"Introducing a bill is nothing, it's just a slip of paper." With the
groundwork laid, the bill went through with no controversy.




League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555 Wabasha, St. Paul, Minnesota 55102
May 1971
Congressional Interview
Congressman John A. Blatnik - 8th District, Minnesota - DFL

Committees: Chairman, Public Works

The interview was held in Washington, D.C. Most of the discussion was
with Representative Blatnik's Administrative Assistant Jim T. Oberstar.
Participating for the League: Mary Ann McCoy, LWV of Minnesota President-
elect; Ann Duff, National Board; Liz Ebbott, Minnesota's National Action
Chairman; Amanda Freehling, from Maryland and a member of the National
League's Lobbying Corps.

U.S5. Congress

The jurisdictions of House committees have not been looked at for
over 20 years. In environment the work is being handled by 5 committees
(36 governmental agencies). The Public Works Committee handles the major
water pollution efforts and controls the Corps of Engineers, but Ocean
dumping of wastes is in another committee. The Interstate Commerce Com-
mittee -handles air pollution. Solid wastes are handled in that committee
as well as the Interior Committee etc. The determining factor is where’
the bills are assigned by the Parliamentarian. While it is the Speaker
who is in charge of assigning bills, in reality it is done by his as-

sistant, Lewis Deschler, long time Parliamentarian. The air pollution
legislation was sent to Interstate Commerce on the theory that air is
interstate (it could be argued that water is too). Mr. Blatnik tried to
get the bill transferred to Public Works, but was unsuccessful.

Mr. Oberstar commented on the personality factor in how Congress
works., Wilbur Mills, Chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee, is
an "incredibly patient man". He keeps his committee going all day.
Congressmen are forced by pressures of other work, meeting with con-
stituents, etc. to leave. Around 5 p.m. there may be a vote which is
then reported in the press, the first the Congressman knows of it. Mr.
Mills holds '‘proxies giving him the votes to do this.

Human Resources - Welfare Reform

Earlier in the session Representative Blatnik joined in signing a
letter urging a liberal welfare program. There is concern that the
pending proposal is a deliberate scheme to push more of the poor out of
the South. It would allow the southern states to lower the amount they
pay for the already low welfare assistance programs.

Congressman Blatnik had just called Chairman Wilbur Mills about the
pending bill's "open end" provision which would reduce the amount the
federal government would spend in Minnesota. Governor Anderson had
called urging this action.

Environment
Mr. Oberstar told the story of how the first water pollution control
act came into being in 1956. Prior to that time there was just one man




in the Depdrtment of Health, Education and Welfare in charge of pollution.
His office was buried deep in a basement somewhere. Congressman Blatnik
gradually built support for the idea and got it passed through the Public
Works Committee. It was then necessary to get it through the House Rules
Committee, Howard K. Smith was chairman at that time and was opposed to
the idea. Mr, Blatnik had to testify for 3 days on the bill before that
committee. Representative Smith, at one point asked, "You mean the
Federal government is going to start building toilets in this country?"

There weren't enough votes to get a favorable ruling. <Congressman
Blatnik was aware that one of the representatives opposed to the bill was
also interested in getting Public Works Committee approval of dam con-
struction in his district. Upon the suggestion that the proposed dam
wasn't a good idea, it was gradually worked out that that representative
would be absent when the Rules Committee vote came up. So by one vote
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act of 1956 came to the floor of the
House and was passed. ;

On the issue of Reserve Mining and Lake Superior, the Environmental
Protection Agency's ruling has removed the issue from the Lake Superior
Enforcement Conference. If there is no action by the company, the Justice
Department can enter the case and take it .into federal court. If the
mining company continues to come up with proposals, even though they
might be unacceptable, the court could throw out the federal suit even
after the 180 days because negotiations are continuing. The state of
Minnesota now has the power to revoke the Corps of Engineers' permit to
Reserve, but has not done so.

(Note - Through a chance meeting, an aide to Senator Nelson of
Wisconsin expressed the opinion that neither the federal government nor
the state of Minnesota has a strong enough case to win against Reserve.)

The Congressman himself commented on the Voyageur's National Park
Bill. Here the big problem was to build understanding and agreement.
"Introducing a bill is nothing, it's just a slip of paper.” With the
groundwork . laid, the bill went through with no controversy.
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JOHN A. BLATNIK COMMITTEES:
8TH DISTRICT, MINNESOTA PUBLIC WORKS
GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS

Room 2449

RAYsurRN House OFFicE BLDG. @ungregg Df tbe @niteb %tatgﬂ

PHouse of Wepresentatives
Washington, B.C. 20515

July 7, 1970

Mrs. Ralph Ebbott
National Action Chairman
League of Women Veters of Minnesota
Wabasha Street
Minnesota 55101

s. Ebbott:

I am sorry that the pressure of my schedule kept me from
Jjoining you for the annual Ieague of Women Voters lLegislative
Conference in Washington, but my staff gave me a good report on
the breakfast session.

I want to take this opportunity agein to congratulate the
league for its splendid support of our efforts in the Congress to
increase the funds for water pollution control. Without the
gallant efforts of the lLeague, we never would have made last year's
historic breakthrough in boosting water pollution control funds to
the $300 million mark, nor would we this year have been able to push
it upward agein to the $1 billion level.

On my behalf, please express warmest and sincerest congratu-
lations and thanks to all the members of the Minnesota Chapter of the
Ieague of Women Voters and encourage them to continue their splendid
work,

With warm regards.

John A. Blatnik, M. C,




LWV of Minnesota, 555 Wabasha St., St. Paul, Minn,

55102
The LWV of
responded to the Time for Action on
in the following manner:

The LWV of =
did not respond to the Time for Action on

because:

Please return to: Mrs. M. I. Smith
Box 65, Star Route 2
Hibbing, Minnesota 55746
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League of Women Voters of ilinnesota, 555 Wabasha Street, St. Paul, in, 55102
May 1969

CONGRESSIONAL INTERVIEW
Congressman John A. Blatnik - 8th District, Minnesota - DFL

Committees: Public Works, first ranking Democrat
Chairman, Rivers and Harbors Subcommittee
Public Roads Subcommittee
Public Buildings and Grounds Subcommittee

Government Operations
Intergovernment Operations Subcommittee

Human Resources: Congressman Blatnik regrets the limiting of the Job Corps
and Headstart programs. Viable alternatives to higher education for those
whose aptitudes and interests lie in other fields is a real concern. He
agrees that law and order without justice means little. He would like to
arrange a local conference on human resources and priorities similar to the
one being planned for St. Paul later this month.

Foreign Policy:
China - He called the League's consensus statement "good"” and
"courageous.”

Aid - The Southeast Asian countries need enormous amounts of aid. This
must be made available through IDA and international agencies,

Trade - Mr. Blatnik recently authored a quota bill on imports of foreign
steel. (This is a reversal of his previous open trade stance. However,
it does reflect the economic concern and unrest in the district.) He
supports more and more easing and opening up of east-west trade.

Water: The Congressman is upset with the "johnny-come-lately" groups who
are now accusing him of inaction on pollution problems. He praises the
League for its early support on this issue. His bill, The Water Quality
Improvement Act of 1969 (HR 4148) which has passed the House, has good
enforcement provisions and provides for research and aid to municipalities.
The federal government can't give outright grants to businesses, but it can
give research grants (i.e. biodegradeable detergent) and tax credits for
pollution abatement. He regrets that pollution control has become a poli-
tical issue. He feels that experts or scientists should be the ones to
diagnose the problems,

(The Washington Post, editorial, May 14, 1969, Pollution of Lake
Superior . . . "Reports that the findings of pollution by the Reserve Company
were suppressed in the Interior Department at the behest of Rep. John A.
Blatnik of Illinnesota are especially distressing. As chairman of the House
Subcommittee on Rivers and Harbors, lr. Blatnik has been a leader in many
campaigns against water pollution, but his enthusiasm for taconite mining in
the Duluth area appears to have dulled his sensitivity to the damage that is
being done to Lake Superior.")

Other issues: The greatest concerns in the world today are:

1. Viet Nam. There is a large, non-partisan feeling in Congress that
the U.S. must begin a systematic withdrawal of troops and a
de-Americanization of the war. The South Vietnamese and southern
Viet Cong are tired of the war.




This is a very explosive threat and could engage
U.N. is not useful. Perhaps

Middle East.
S.E. Asian

the large nuclear powers. The
small countries as Finlznd, Czechoslovakia and neutral

countries could be successful mediators.

'he domestic issues of inflation and tax reform.

ember's home. Ten League members attended,

held in a m
vice president, and committee chairmen.

including président,
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May 1969

CONGRESSIONAL INTERVIEW - Supplement

Congressman John A. Blatnik - 8th District, Minnesota - DFL

The report of the League interview with Congressman Blatnik, May 1969,
included a quotation from The Washington Post about the hearings which were
to be held on Lake Superior pollution problems., The charges made in that
editorial were subsequently challenged and denied by Mr. Blatnik. We call
to your attention the following news story from the Duluth News-Tribune,
May 14, 1969, which should clarify this issue:

: A Lake Superior water pollution report, subject of a controversy
in the wake of its unofficial release in January, produced new
rumblings Tuesday at the endorcement conference in Duluth.

Recommendations in the report--by an official no longer with the
Interior Department--suggested that Reserve Mining Company discon-
tinue discharge of taconite tailings into Lake Superior within three
years.

Tuesday, Carl D. Klein, Interior Department assistant secretary
for water quality and research and presiding at the morning confer-
ence, refuted charges that attempts were made to suppress the report.

This question was raised in a prepared statement by Wisconsin
Gov. Warren P. Knowles. His remarks, read by L. P. Voigt, secretary
of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, included the com-
ment, "This conference must also evaluate reports in the news media
alleging that a member of Congress has attempted to interfere with a
federal report identifying a major source of industrial pollution in
Lake Superior.®

The reference apparently was to a New York Times story published
Sunday in which it was intimated that U.S. Rep. John A. Blatnik,
Duluth, Minn., had attempted to suppress the report.

Blatnik replied to the charge Tuesday afternoon, saying, "If
anyone has information showing or bearing upon suppression of the
so-called Stoddard report, they should bring this information to the
attention of the conferees of this enforcement conference and it
should be made public at once.”

The Congressman said that if the question could not be resolved
in that way, he would "hold an investigation by an official committee
of the U.S. Congress in which sworn testimony will be taken under
oath, and we will lay every aspect of the issue out on the public
record for everyone to inspect.”

"These are serious charges and the record must and shall be
made clear," he continued.

“As for any inference that I had a part in the suppressing of
information or findings, this is completely and categorically false,”
Blatnik said.




"I led the way in initiating the enforcement procedure which
resulted in this Lake Superior conference. I also urged (former)

Interior Secretary Stewart Udall to set up the taconite task force
(Charles) Stoddard its chairman,”

and was instrumental in having Mr.
he said.
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555 WABASHA
Liz Ebbott ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55109
PHONE: 294-5445

Marech 13, 1970
SUBJECT DATE

With regret we must announce the resignation of Rilla Barclay,Duluth,
as 8th District Action Coordinator. But is our great priviledge to
have returning to the job Marion Smith -

Mrs. M. I. Smith

Box 65, Star Route 2
Hibbing, Minnesota 55746

Marion admonishs you all to reply to the Time for Action and so let

her know. She sounds in great shape after her stroke more than a

year ago, busy with all kands of activities, and eager to see you
get to work on those letters. Don't let her down. We're mighty pleased

she's back. yours, Liz Ebboyt
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Nelsen's)

TAXES
To allow foundations

to give for voter
registration

IWV POSTAGE STAMP ~¢

6/5

6/17
11/3




€lojuet League (sez back)
League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555 Wabasha, St. Paul, Minnesota 55102
i December 1969

- PIMES FOR ACTION

91ST CONGRESS 1ST SESSION

ISSUE i LEAGUE

HUMAN RESOURCES

ESEA:
5-year extension

Title I, oppose
Whitten Amend.
(Senate)

Title I, oppose
Whitten Amend.
(Senate)

Job Corps Closing:

Housing:
Funding

HUD (Senate Appro-
priations Com.)

OEO (Econ. Opp. Act):
EOA support
(all Congressmen)

EOA auth. oppose
Murphy Amend.
(House)

2-year EOA - no
amendment s
(House)

EOA substitute,
oppose (House)

Indian Issues:

FOREIGN POLICY

Nuclear ‘Non-Prolife-
ration Treaty
(Senate)

Foreign Assistance . TA #15
Treaty

E<W Trade. TA




ISSUE

WATER

$1 billion -
Citizens Crusade

D.C.
Senate D.C. Comm.

House D.C. Comm.
hearings
AMinn. District 2,
Nelsen's)

TAXES

To allow foundations
to give for voter
registration

IWV_POSTAGE STAMP




- Virginias League =-=-= Lo sction. see sitached 1 tter
< League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555 Wabasha, St. Paul, Minnesota 55102
December 1969

TIMES FOR ACTION ..

.- 9IST CONGHESS . .  1ST SESSION

T # DATE __ IEAGTE

HUMAN RESOURCES

ESEA:
5-year extension RH #3  3/24

Title I, oppose RH #12 8/1
Whitten Amend.
(Senate)

Title I, oppose TA 17 10/3
Whitten Amend. ;
(Senate)

Job_Corps Closing: TA #5  4/17

Housing: !
Funding TA #6 < 5/12

HUD (Senate Appro- RH #11 7/8
priationg Com. )

OEQ (Econ. Opp. Act):
‘EOA support ' TA #16 9/22
(all Congressmen)

EOA auth. oppose TA #19 10/23
Murphy Amend.
(House)

2-year EOA - no TA 21 11/10
amendment s
(House)

EOA substitute, Lo #4 12/3
oppose (House)

indian Issues:

FOREIGN POLICY

‘Nuclear Non-Prolife~
ration Treaty
(Senate)

Foreign Assistance TA #15
: Treaty

E-W Trade L PR




Do

ISSUE DATE  LEAGUE

WATER

$1 billion - = - 6/5
Citizens Crusade

D.C.
Senate D.C. Comm. TA #10
House D.C. Comm. RH #20
hearings

(Minn. District 2,
Nelsen's)

TAXES
To allow foundations
to give for voter

registration

LWV POSTAGE STAMP




1282 Brainerd Ave,
Duluth, ‘#inn, 556811
Februasry 14, 1970

¥isa Rancy Bterson
707 5th Avenue Jouth
Virginia, Minn, * 56792

Uear Mles Yeterson:

I have noted your change of sddress, and -I'm gending
you, with this letfer, some things whioh 1 hope will be helpful,

Appsrently you do not have & copy of the State League
"Congreasional Aotion" of Juns, 1968, 1 am enclosing &n extra
copy whieh I have, I fhink this will answer mwost of your
questions,

I wonld strongly urge that the Virginia League subsoribe
to Time for Action for you, At present, it is. golng to your
president. Host leagues find 1t is Just too difficult to count
on having the president pasgs 1t on to the Action representatlive,
Oftentimes by the time the mailing reaches Northern Minnesota
it is lumperative that the response be immedisnte if it 1ls %o be
at all effective, I am encloping & ssmple to show you what 1
mean,

I'm also eénclogling 8 sample responie.

If you don't have the pauphlet "When You Ffrite to ¥Wash=-
ington" from the national office, you probably will went to
order it. It's listed as publication # 349, 1969, price-~ 50 cents,

The sort of letter Loulse Grams had written to the lesabl
Dally News, which we talked about on the phone, 1s & good way, I
would think, for your hesgue to inform the cowuunity, when 1 hat
seens cnlled for.,, It's & good idea to have a listing of League
mémbers you can depend on %o write a letter whenever you call
them, The Time for Action you receive always gives good back=
ground to be used in writing,

Apparently you 4idn't receive the cards, elthe¥, Enoliped,

If you still have cuestions or probkams, d& osll for help:

lirs, Durant Barclay, Jr.
th District Coordinator

RelLe Steilnhaver, president, Virginla Lesgue




League of Women‘foérS of Minnesota, 555 Wabasha, St. Paul, Minnesota 55102
- R e st December 1969

T e YMBS FOR AGTION “

91ST CONGRESS 1ST SESSION: 1969

ISSUE # LEAGUE

HUMAN RESOURCES

ESEA:
5-year extension

Title I, oppose
Whitten Amend.
(Senate)

Title I, oppose
Whitten Amend,
(Senate)

Job Corps Closing:

Housing:

Funding-

HUD (Senate Appro-
priations Com,)

QEQO (Econ. Opp. Act):
EOA support
(all Congressmen )

EOA auth. oppose
Murphy Amend.
(House)

2-year EOA - no
~amendments
(House)

EOA substitute,
{ oppose (House)

Indian Issues:

FOREIGN POLICY

Nuclear Non-Prolife-
ration Treaty
(Senate)

Foreign Assistance TA #15
Treaty ;

.E-W Trade ° TA




ISSUE

WATER

$1 billion -
Citizens Crusade

D-C.

Senate D.C. Comm.

House D.C.: Comm,
hearings
(Minn. - District 2,
Nelsen's)

TAXES
To allow foundations
to give for voter

registration

IWV_POSTAGE STAMP




Viational Retived Teachers Hssociation

MARION SMITH. VICE PRESIDENT AREA VI
STAR ROUTE 2, BOX 65, HIBBING, MINNESOTA 55746

March 35,1970

Mrs. Ralph Ebboyy

National Action Chairman
402 Birchwood Ave,

White Bear Lake, Minn,.55110

Dear Liz:

Mrs. Gerald Zahn gave me your letter about 8th District. Sorry
to hear Mrs. Barclay has had to resign. I brought the files on
the work to her on October sixth.

When I had that CYK, December 15, struggled in hospital to learn
to walk again, got out December 24, still with very liitle use of
left arm, I only dropped three District 8 jobs: First VP Women8s
Club, First VP Horticultural Society and the Time for Action LWV,
The Vp meant the Presidency in 1970. Used a cane at first and
continued with pulley exercises. One is never quite the same
after a stroke, moreover its an experience to never repeat.

But I never gave up local LWV; Jan,.3-briefed unit leaders in
Financing Gov. in Minn. Jan.5 led topic in Unit 2, Jan.Z2l
LWV Board. &ept up my Women's Club work too, on Jan.l2 pre-
sided as President and began attending the endless meeting
planning for MFWC meeting in Hibbing in May. In Jan. attended
two WSCS meetings at church. The big effort was to fly to
Kansas City January 22 to talk to a luncheon meeting of the
Kansas City Retired Teachers. There are eight to ten local
meetings every month.

The interest that comes first is the Vice Presidency of Area V1
which includes seven states. VWhen Agnes O'Connor died in Sept.
1969, I was asked to take this job of working with seven state
directors and state officers and 29 locals. Last May, I talked
at three state conventions:Bierre,S.D,;Jefferson City,Mo.;and
Des Moines, Iowa. In Sept. spoke at Grand Island, Neb. and in
Oct. in Minot,N.D, Will fly for the fifth time to Washingtén on
March 15 on NRTA business; have workshops and meetings in Wishita
Jefferson City, Mason City,Davenport in April and May.

Mrs. Syla Nickoloff is very busy too- Bhe has two more weeks in
the hospital as she broke both ankles in a fall.

I'11 do this but § wish we could get the names of those who will
do the job and send in reports on Time for Action. The Hibbing
League paid for Time for Action to be sent to me. What if the
local doesn't do this and the president gets overwhelmed with
her mail so does nothing?

Always marvel that the great work the LWV Board is doing.

Sincerely,'zczzag‘; S
Mrs.M.I.Smith







ledéd Brainerd Avenue
Duluth, Minnesota 55811

Dear Mrs. Barclay:

Thank you for your good letter on behalf of the {ive leavue

Northeastern Minnesota - and, of course, I will try to schedul
each of the groups at a convenient time when I will be

coming weeks ahead.

As you rightly point out, our District is so

counties, it really does present a problem trying

area to have an enjoyable and leisurely visit with the people

I enjoy the get-togethers with the various league groups as I
them to be stimulating and thought provoking.
The National Offices of the League of Women

Lois Sharpe, was especially helpful and active wh

funding of the water pollution control program. The

our ''command post'' here in the Rayburn Building
throughout the critical debate and voting on the Hous:
came within two votes of getting the full billion dol]l

the tremendous help the League gave us.

I am delighted to know that Mrs. Gomer and
Washington for your national convention and
In response to your question, I would suggest that
ingful if they could attend a committee session.
office (225-6211) on arriving in Washington and I will

committees that will be meeting during the time of
them with passes to the House and Senate sessions
proceedings in Congress. I will also write directly
and send general information on Washington whici

more enjoyable.

With all best
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Sun., May 18, 1969 *%  THE MINNEAPOLIS TRIBUNE 3 B

Many Were Put
on Trial at Lake |
Pollution Pariey !

By RON WAY
Minneapolis Tribune Staff Writer

The Reserve Mining Co.,
which was accused of harm-
ing Lake Superior by dump-
g i eats ot
amounts o f
Anab‘sis: taconite waste
tailings into

WHAT THE | it, wasn’t the

only defend- Blatnik Babich
NEWS ant -in the Hr ard at rnmr}rmr |

three - day.— T - |
MEANS water enforce-|was going to “have a talk” I

ment conf er-|with I{]em and “straighten a
ence last week | few things out.” i

at Duluth, Minn. Ha'd : |
le doesn’t want to remain |
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Version 3
March 18, 2019



LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF DULUTH
222 GREYHOUND BUILDING
DULUTH, MINNESOTA 55802

(!

Affiliated with the
League of Women Voters of the U. S.




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF DULUTH
222 GREYHOUND BUILDING
DULUTH, MINNESOTA 55802

Affiliated with the -
League of Women Voters of the U. S.




Liorad, Jompect “J,,,,L.,z\

o

LU ":».

[XJILL uuc(.dé: ww»/&t%id( a,v& J“/U‘”u?uu 4 (y%ﬁﬂvj[wm&




war VW{’M—?A}{ t(: bé—é W Ul L“,
Ut‘un Ul W (z,a,cCL J I“L:u“ c,

- Q-Z/bL/) il Ml ‘/WU
\ 6; Ut becrn/ cﬂm@@ﬂt/g} M

va{ EMW Ayt ‘ﬁ«ucc«-f Wl ar «C/uuyy




League of Women Voters of ilinnesota, 555 Wabasha Street, St. Paul, in. 55102
: May 1969

CONGRESSIONAL INTERVIEW

Congressman John A. Blatnik - 8th District, Minnesota - DFL

Committees: Public Works, first ranking Democrat
Chairman, Rivers and Harbors Subcommittee
Public Roads Subcommittee
Public Buildings and Grounds Subcommittee

Covarnment Operations
Intergovernment Operations Subcommittee

Human Resources: Congressman Blatnik regrets the limiting of the Job Corps
and Headstart programs. Viable alternatives to higher education for those
whose aptitudes and interests lie in other fields is a real concern. He
agrees that law and order without justice means little. He would like to
arrange a local conference on human resources and priorities similar to the
one being planned for St. Paul later this month.

Foreign Policy:
China - He called the League's consensus statement "good“ and
courageous. "

Aid - The Southeast Asian countries need enormous amounts of aid. This
must be made available through IDA and international agencies,

Trade =~ iir. Blatnik recently authored a quota bill on imports of foreign
Stecl. (This is a reversal cf his previous open trade stance. However,
it does reflect the economic concern and unrest in the district.) He
supports more and more easing and opening up of east-west trade.

Water: The Congressman is upset with the "johnny-come-lately" groups who
are now accusing him of inaction on pollution problems. He praises the
League for its early support on this issue. His bill, The Water Quality
Improvement Act of 196¢ (HR 4148) which has passed the House, has good
enforcement provisions and provides for research and aid to municipalities.
The federal government can't give outright grants to businesses, but it can
give research grants (i.e. biodegradeable detergent) and tax credits for
pollution abatement. He regrets that pollution control has become a poli-
tical issue. He feels that experts or scientists should be the ones to
diagnose the problems.

(The Washington Post, editorial, May 14, 1969, Pollution of Lake
Superior . . . “Reports that the findings of pollution by the Reserve Company
were suppressed in the Interior Department at the behest of Rep. John A.
Blatnik of lMinnesota are especially distressing. As chairman of the House
Subcommittee on Rivers and Harbors, iir. Blatnik has been a leader in many
campaigns against water pollution, but his enthusiasm for taconite mining in
the Dulutn area appears to have dulled his sensitivity to the damage that is
being done to Lake Superior.")

Other issues: The greatest concerns in the world today are:

l. Viet Nam. There is a large, non-partisan feeling in Congress that
the U.S. must begin a systematic withdrawal of troops and a
de-Americanization of the war. The South Vietnamese and southern
Viet Cong are tired of the war.




lMiddle East. This is a very explosive threat and could engage
the large nuclear powers.. The U.N. is not useful. Perhaps

small countries as Finland, Czechoslovakia and neutral S.E. Asian
countries could be successful mediators,

The domestic issues of inflation and tax reform.

The interview was held in a member's home. Ten League members attended,
including president, vice president, and committee chairmen.




MRs. RICHARD E. NELSON
2730 BRANCH STREET
DULUTH, MINNESOTA 55812
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ieague of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555 Wabasha Avenue, St., Paul, Minnesota 55101
February 1968

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION ON REPRESENTATIVE BLATNIK

Representative Blatnik won the first Bernard M. Baruch Prize of
$2,000 for outstanding contribution in the field of conservation. The
award was made for his authoring of the Water Pollution Control Act.

Foreign Aid and Trade

In testimony at a Senate Finance Committee hearing, Representative
Blatnik called for US quotas on imports of foreign ores. He argued
that taconite is in a starting up phase and that help is needed in
this transition period to get a foothold - at least until the taconite
plants can get fully operational.

Voted for the Foreign Assistance Act of 1967.
Voted for the foreign aid appropriation bill.

Economic Opportunity Act:

Voted to take up the bill.
Voted against cutting $460 million from the bill.

Voted for the Economic Opportunity Act conference report.

Elementary and Secondary Education Act: Voted for the bill.







LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

STATE ORGANIZATION SERVICE. UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA, MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55455
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O: Liz Ebbott
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
555 WABASHA
ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55101

FROM: State O0ffice -~ Mildred
PHONE; 224-5445

SUBJECT DATE  4~29-68

Mrs. Nelson, Foreign Policy Chairman, from Duluth called with this message -

There will be an interview with Congressman Blatnik on Sunday, May 4th at 2:30 PM

at the home of Mrs. Bonald Kunkel, 3814 Gladstone, Duluth. I also sent a notice of

this meeting to Marion Watson in the event anyone from the Metro Area would be interested.




MRs. RICHARD E. NELSON
2730 BRANCH STREET
DULUTH, MINNESOTA 55812
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

555 WABASHA, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55101 TELEPHONE: 224-5445










LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF
222 GREYHOUND BUILDING
DULUTH, MINNESOTA 55802

April 21, 1969

) 2 | g 3
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Qur Area Coordinator will be:

Mrs, Durant Barclay
1222 Brainerd Avenue
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Duluth, Minnesota,
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League of Women Voters of the U. S.
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409 Blirchwood Ave.
¥hite Dear Lane, Biinn, 55110
January o, 199

Mrs. HRichard lelson
2730 Branch
Buluth, Minnesota 55812

Dear Dorothy,

We received the very unsettling news that darion
Smith, of Hibbing, has had a stroke and 18 now
hospitalized. She has, of course, dropyped ner League
activities,

fhich brings me to two reguests. (LZach can De
answered separately). The first one is, would you be
willing to contact Blatnik and set up a League interview
with him as soon as it is convenient for him. As I
recall, he has an office in Duluth, so that pernsps a phone
call is all that is neede, Nrs., Janski has sent Blatnlk
@ letter telling him that he will be contacted. ur.
Biatnik has replied that he will be locking forward to
hearing from Mrs, Smith., 1t has B>en several years since tae
League has had an interview W th him.

If you W 11 set up & meeting time and 1oL me KuOW,
I will be happy to contact the other Leagues in the iistrict
and do my best to attend the interview. I1ItU wuld be well
to try to get seversl interested Duluth Leaguers to also
attend. As for the interview, it is best if you from nls
district do most of the guestion askinge I will foliow up
with getting the lnterview summsry reproducsed, sending 1¢
to national, and sénding 1t back to the Leagues in the district.,

The second request is would you or some one in The
Duluth League be wW 1limg to take the job of Cengressional
Action Coordinator? (A carbon of this letter 1s going to
Liz Comer. Between the two of you, maybe you can Come up
with someone). The job isn't very difficult and 1'll De
happry to do all I can to get tulings set up.

Looking forward to hearing from you, 1 am

fours,

Mﬁ-‘-”
Mrs. nalph £bbott







TRAINING SESSION FOR BLOCKWORKERS

(To be conducted by the Precinct Chairman and Chairwoman)

YOUR GOAL

Full Blockworker attendance is your goall The purpose
of the Training Session goes far beyond the distribu-
tion of Blockworker's Kits. Experience shows that
Blockworkers who have been inspired, motivated and
instructed at a Training Session do a better Survey
. . . do it with pride and confidence . . . and have fun
working for The Republican Cause.

You will have both experienced and new Blockwork-
ers. Each adds strength to the program. The experi-
enced Blockworkers can help you with the meeting
and give confidence to the new Blockworkers by
sharing their past experiences.

TO GET A GOOD TURN-OUT

To assure maximum attendance, be sure to notify all
Blockworkers at least one week in advance. Stress the
importance of each Blockworker being present. A
follow-up call the day before the meeting will assure
a good turn-out. Remember that if the Blockworker is
not present, it will be necessary for you to make a
personal call to deliver the Kit . . . to instruct and
motivate.

ARE YOU READY?
Here’s a handy check list:
[] All Blockworkers recruited and invited to session.

[] Full supply of Blockworker’s Kits (white) — one for
every block. Blanks on back of Kit filled in for
each worker.

VIP Flip Chart and record. The Meeting Leader’s
Guide is enclosed in the record pocket.*

33% L.P. record player.
Precinct map with Blocks numbered to show group.

The flip chart has been revised!
The new record is ten minutes shorter!

WHO SHOULD ATTEND?
1. All Blockworkers.

2. All Area Captains (in Precincts needing them.)

3. County VIP Chairman, Rural or Urban Chairman,
Ward or Commissioner District Chairman, or other
county leaders can be invited to assist you at the
Training Session.

SUGGESTED AGENDA for TRAINING BLOCKWORKERS

For a large group, it's a good idea to issue name tags as workers arrive.

1. INTRODUCTION

Precinct Chairman or Chairwoman opens the meeting. Gives brief greeting. Explains

purpose of meeting. Asks everyone present to introduce self.

2. CHALLENGE

Point out what is at stake .

. . show that a successful VIP Survey is essential to victory

. . challenge with county and Precinct voting figures. (The County VIP Chairman or
some other county leader may be invited to do this and any other part of the
Agenda you choose to delegate.)

3. THE JOB TO BE
ACCOMPLISHED this year.

4. HOW TO GET THE
JOB DONE

The VIP Survey. What has been accomplished in the past. What we must accomplish

First, present VIP Flip Chart-using Meeting Leader’s Guide. By following the Guide,
you will;

¢ Hand out Blockworker’s Kits with blanks on back cover completely filled in for

each worker.

e Instruct Blockworkers on use of kit and how to do the Survey. If the Blocks
have been surveyed before, explain why and how to resurvey. (See back of
“Responsibilities of Precinct Chairmen’ sheet.)

e Challenge Blockworkers with precinct voting figures.

o Act out the Survey calls. Everyone finds this a lot of fun. Ask Blockworkers to

act out the parts.

e Announce Survey Timetable. Emphasize when and where to turn in Survey

Sheets.

5. QUESTIONS AND
DISCUSSION

6. CLOSING
CHALLENGE

7. REFRESHMENTS

Make sure each Blockworker understands exactly what is expected and when.

Recap purpose of VIP Survey and its importance in paving the way for victory.

Here’s an opportunity for VIP Blockworkers to visit and exchange ideas.
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JOHN A. BLATNIK COMMITTEES:
8TH DISTRICT, MINNESOTA PUBLIC WORKS
GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS

Room 2449

i Congress of the TUnited States

FBouge of Representatives
Washington, B. €.

December 3, 1968

Mrs. 0. J. Janski, President

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
555 Wabasha

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

Dear Mrs. Janski:

I am most certainly aware of the achievements which
the League of Women Voters have accomplished in their
endeavors to acquaint the communities on current issues.

I want to thank you and every member of the League
for the magnificent effort which contributed to this
general campaign.

My telephone number at the office is 225-6211, 6212
or 6213. I should be most pleased if Mrs. M. I. Smith,
your Congressional Action Coordinator would call upon me
as soon as she arrives. I would be most pleased to have
an opportunity to talk to her.

With every good wish.

Sincerely,

2" 2 LF s
@;Hiwv é(_,é}[iAﬁ %/

John A. Blatnik, M.C.




League of Women-Voters of Minnesota, 555 Wabasha Street, Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101
October, 1968
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD

CONGRESSMAN JOHN A. BLATNIK - Democratic-=Farmer-Labor -~ Eighth District

Committees: Public Works

Government Operations

Congressional Action - 1968:

Key: X for
0: against
NV: not voting

Human Resources — Education, Employment, Housing, Civil Rights

l. Funds for Departments of Labor; Health, Education and Welfare;
Related Agencies
To cut $100 million from: OEO (defeated 220-181)
Increase in teacher corps funds (passed 228-172)
To put a ceiling on expenditures (passed 275-126)

Conferenee Report, Supplemental fippropriation Bill:
Cutting Head Start from $25 million to $5 million (passed 265-106)

Housing Funds

Conference Report, Funds for Housing and Urban Development ... . __ "=

Preventing discrimination in housing - Civil Rights Act - 1968 :
To prevent the House version from going to conference with the Senate
(passed 229-195) :
To accept the Senate version ( passed 250-171)

To establish a commission on Negro History

Busing — vote that no funds can be used to force buSing,_abolish schools,
force attendance at any particular school against the choice of the parents
(defeated 175-167)

Water and Natural Resources

1. Water Pallution Control fict - to accelerate construction of facilities, to
control pollution from vessels over 45 feet, research and demonstration . .-
projects on oil discharge, acid mine waters, and lake pollution (passed 277-0).
(Was floor manager for the bill. )

2. Co-author and chief sponsor of the bill creating the Voyageurs National Park.

3. Scenic Rivers Bill

Foreigh 4Aid and Development:

1. $412 rrillion subscription to the Inter-/American Developrent Bank




Foreign Aid - continued:

2. Foreign Aid Authorization:
To cut $165 million from various sections (passed 268-150)
Passage of the House version (228-184)
Conference Report (196-150)

3. Foreign 4id Zppropriations (173-139)
Conference Report

Other Issues of Interest:

Farm legislation
To put 2 $20, 000 ceiling on payments (passed)
Vote on the bill
Vote on the conference report - deleting limit (189-172)

Schoepl =. Lunch Bill

Foed Stamp Bill:
To extend the program 4 years without dollar limit (passed)
Passage of the bill
Prohibiting strikers and students from participating (defeated 187-158)
Passage of conference report
(Certified for food stamps - awaiting funds: Cook County)

Tax Increase

TV Debate Among Major Candidates
0 To permit separate, equivalent appearnaces (defeated 204-112)
X Passage of the bill

NV Gun Control Legislation - conference report

Bills Introduced and Other Special Activities:

March, 1968: Urged more intensive efforts to start negotiations on. Vietnam,

Spoke for new Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs

futhored:

Bill to control vessel pollution within U. S. navigable waters

Bill to overhaul vocational education i Y

Bill for grants to assist in improving operation of waste treatment plants
Bill to establish Commission on Hunger

Bill on dumping waste material in navigable waters

Bill concerning coordination among levels of government
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

STATE ORGANIZATION SERVICE, UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA, MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55455

Box 65 Star Foute 2, Hibbing, ¥inn. 55746

¢he Honorable John A, Blatnik
Congresamsn 8th Uistriet of Minnesota
Bouse Office Building

Washington D.C.20510

Year John:

Understand you ere geing to be here for the 75th Hibbing Ball,
fm heping very much you will have time to give me an interview en
the Leapue of Women Voters national nositions., We are soncerned
about: Develorment of Human Resources

Foreign Policy

liater Resources

[iome Bule for Washington,

We know how you have voted and the fine work you have done in these
areas but there is no interview on file at the state office or the
national offices I'm afraid they will begin to think you are seldom
home or 4 haven't tried. This shouldn't take teco long but I would
like enough time to ask a few leagers of Hibbing and Chisholm to
the interview,

1f you have time(end please try to errvenge it), where should we meet?
‘he librery in Hibbing? “hisholm? Or if you have enough time to drive
here, we are ten miles from Chisholm., All the wild flowers of the
region are in bloocmfour kinds of trillium, six different violets

and many others.

fou could bring your family if they are with you and Irl ecould show
them around while we talked, Veda PoniXvar has never been here and
has expressed a desire to see our place.

Our telephone mumber is 25/ 3263,

Greeting from Irl.

Yours very truly, /
L"'.;j,-':; // i Sy
l Al LA =
Mrs, M,I.Smith
8th Disyftrict lLeague of Women Voters
Boorinator

TELEPHONE 373-2959
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
STATE ORGANIZATION SERVICE
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55455
PHONE: 373-2959
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C'o me -For a.

CuP of Coffee

Hea,r' o membcr’- 01(- -“-.e_ Wlﬂi"'c Becu—-
Lake Scheol S+aff expla.in +he need
for a bond 1ssuce.

Tea Wed. Mov. 1§ 1:30 p.m.
2a;) Wildwoeod Ave - Wm Butler home,
or

Coff ce Fri. Nov.|7 10:00am.
Yoq Birch weood Ave. Ralpl-. Ebbott home

Please Come

RSVP 426-3643 Liz Ebbodt
426-33256 Elhve Butler
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OUR_SCHOOL NURSE:

Mrs. JoAnn Williams will be in schcol according to the following schedule:
Monday A.M. 8:00 = 12:45
Tuesday P.M 1:00 - 4:00
Wednesday A. M. 8:00 = 12:45
Friday P.M. 1:00 - 4:00

USING THE TELEPHONE:

Children are not permitted tc use the telephcne unless the call is very
important. They are not to call home to ask if they can go over to a friends
hezee cr get off the bus at a different location. They should plan ahead for
these kinds of requests.

ENTRY TIMES:

Children are not permitted to enter school before 8:55 L. M. If the
weather is bad or if the child has a reasonable written request he may enter the
school.

SCHOOL VISITATION:

You are most welcome to visit your school. We prefer that yocu arrange
your visit with the office just in case a teacher is testing or out on a field

trip.
YOUR CHILD:

We hope your child profits from the instruction he receives at Willow
Lane School. To insure maximum success, we feel that children should be
thoughtful and honest, prompt and regular in attendance, diligent in study, and
kind and obliging to teachers and their classmates.

If you have any questions regarding your child or the school program, feel
free to call me at 429-5391, extension 76 or 77.

fost sincerely,
A
VA j;lf;;;ﬁiéﬂj7

V. H. Sterberg, Principal
Willow Lane School




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

STATE ORGANIZATION SERVICE, UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA. MINNEAPOLIS MINNESOTA 55455

TELEPHONE 373-2959




JOHM SPARKMAMN, ALA., CHAIRMAN

WILLIAM PROXMIRE, WIS. WALLACE F. BENNETT, UTAH
HARRISON A, WILLIAMS, JR. JOHN G. TOWER, TEX.

EDMUND 5. MUSKIE, MAINE BOURKE B. HICKENLOOPER, 10WA
EDWARD V. LONG, MO. EDWARD W. BROOKE, MASS.
THOMAS J, MCINTYRE, N.H. CHARLES H. PERCY, ILL.
WALTER F. MONDAL MINN,

GALE W. MC GEE, WYO.

WILLIAM B. SFONG, JR., VA.

LEWIS G. ODOM, JR., STAFF DIRECTOR
MATTHEW HALE, CHIEF COUNSEL

Wlnifed Diafes Denafe

COMMITTEE ON BANKING AND CURRENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510
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Blatnik Wiris (J/
Conservahon
Prize of $2,000

GEORGETOWN, S.C. —|
(® — The first Bernard M. |
Baruch Prizes of $2,000 each|
for outstanding Contributitms%
in the field of conservation |
were awarded Saturday to |
Rep. John A. Blatnik, D-f
Minn., and Rep. John P. Say-
lor, R-Pa.




MINNESOTA
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

Partially Scanned Material

The remainder of this page/item has not been digitized
due to copyright considerations. The original can be
viewed at the Minnesota Historical Society’s Gale Family
Library in Saint Paul, Minnesota. For more information,
visit www.mnhs.org/library/.

Version 3
March 18, 2019
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Hibbing,Minn
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Yours sincerely,




TO: Marion

I\/I LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
o STATE ORGANIZATION SERVICE

> UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

FROM: Liz Ebbott
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55455
PHONE: 373-2959

SUBJECT
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

STATE ORGANIZATION SERVICE

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA, MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 5548858

TELEPHONE 873-298%9
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League of Women Voters of Hibbing

HIBBING, MINNESOTA

Box 65 8tar Rout:
Cctober 35,1967

he Honorable John A, Blatnik
House Office Building
washington,D,.C, 20510

Dear John:

iion-
-

Am writing to the presidents of the Leagues in the 8th Congress
al District, as cUurdthtur for this a;«trict working under lrs
Ralph Ebboty Congressional Action Chairman on Etetu Board, Our
procedure is:as t_.-_.h{ respond to Time for Action from the national
ofiice by writing to ycu, they send this information to me.
I am asking that you please dend a Copy 01 your newsletter to these
presidents, 1f not doing so already:
lirs. Bugene Eininger 217 93 St. NE,Chisholm 55719
Mrs. Ralph Nelson 1314 Summit, Cloguet 55720
iirs. Orval Hage 1601 North S5lst Ave, E., Duluth 55804
'8¢ James Clark 145 Highland Drive, Hibbing 55746

Roger Geddes Riverview FPark, International Fall

fale Johnson 52 Edison, Eilvur Hay 55614

F.J.Rosemelier 529 llth St, 8,,Virginia 55792

last Capitol Chats I have 15 iet*ﬁ Oct. 1066,

¢ must not iorget the Lfcf;c hasn't had an interview with you in

iinnesota, Anytime you will be in uh;ShLlu’ please let me know in
time for a state board member to maske the trip to northern linne-
sota to visit with you on legislation of interest toc the League

nnen in vasnington the day the House ‘urﬁcﬂ on Ifereign eid until
6350 am, 1 locked on about 4:30 pm, alsoc had a pleasant visit
with your office

injoyed greeting you 2 train from Duluth to Chisholm
ur big ?5th. Tue inner was good, the talks and manner

gentetion excelle e bocklet is beautiful, Thi:

event for M.I. and myself-the latest we have come houwe

¢celebration,

you at & distance at the opening of the Water Quality Laborotory
<

Duluth- it beautiful day for an ocutdoor gathering. Kany

gue members

SJ‘AC -L&.LJ, .r"l
,', .;" e 2 A I £l

NS, & .T.,"- E.‘-i t.h
AS you kmow from previocus ;it? rs, the Lezgue sup,orts economic zi
I0r A V'::‘."lut .th,_-_- couitri '_c-’ eQuca t-..L\-IJ-t  f U.L Lartw J.t 10T tlJa‘ di sadv: ntag
tiie Senate Labor and Fublic Welfzre Com t,“ls bill for humanm
29 ‘IL’. :’5.




League of Women Voters of Hibbing

HIBBING, MINNESOTA

BOX ©5

gctober

The Honorable Welter Monds
enate (Office Bulilding

ashington,D.C, 20510
[ garl Bel.utul' IS E F R .-,a.. 1e3

n writing to toe presidents oi the

District, as ccordinator for thi:

bbott, Congressional Action Chairmesn on the
ure is: as they respomd to Time for Action from
be writing to you, they send this iniocruation %o

oced-
proced
office

i asking that you please send a copy of your newsletter to these
idents, il not doing so already:

Bugene Eininger 217 9z St.NE, Chisholm 55719
Ralph Nelson 1314 Summit, Cloguet 535720
Orval Hage 1601 North Slst Ave, E,, Dulutih 55804

James Clark 145 Highland Drive, Hibbing 55746
o »

oger Geddes Riverview Perk, International Falls
s, Dale Johnson 852 Edison, Silver Bay 55614
3¢« ¥oJ. Rosemeier 529 1llth St. S., Virginis 55782
would appreciate this too-lrs ol.Smitlh ox 65

-~ e wdilds LEdA LUA e oal ROWUTE & Ll DDALI &

rv, -
fnjoyed seeing you briefly at the John Blatnik 25tk dinner,
is scme ti ing for a man in public service to loock forward to,
-_ Ie“& t-—— "'f tl-r ‘c’,uu—l fc-‘;.c t-.l-u‘li Allk ;Jltf..l rlj-- =

ing of its program,

This
ne do
League andl your understand-

As you doubtless know, the League supports increased educational
oprortunity through programs ior tue CL.:,- dvantaged; also long range
programs for economic aid to undeveloped c-._funtxms, also the senate
Labor and Public Weliare Committee's m..Ll tc create conditions
under which eguality of opportunity will be more nearly & reallty
authorizing expenditures for Title 1, 11, 111, 1V, V, Vi Vill and
e .-J.L,.{_-',--':'.'L.!.C'Lf" LA .L,u_, yment .-'.ut.

You will be hearing from us again,

rs, H,l.5mith

8th District congressional coordins

LWV




League of Women Voters of Hibbing

HIBBING, MINNESOTA

star ‘ Lw:l te 2,
196%

The Honcrsb
cenate
el Si;..:_.‘.-

Jear Senator keCarthys

Am writing to the presidents of the Leagues in the 8th Congression-

E
al District, as coordinator for this district, working under urs,
Ralph Ebbotl, Congressicnal Action Chairmen on the State Board., Our
procedure is:as they respond to Time 1o Aetion irom tie natlional

ofiice by writing to you, they send this inloruation to me.

I an asking that you please send a copy of your newsletter to these
sidents, ii not doing so already:
Lugene ;luLJnmr 217 94 St. NE, Chisholm 55719
Nelson 1314 Summit, Cloquet 53720
¢ 1601 Nortn 5lst Bte. E.,Duluth 55804
ark 145 Highland Drive, Hibbing 355746
Riverview Fark, International Falls 560649
52 Edison, Silver Bay 55614
llth

te 84, Virginia 55792
s

L
Mrs, M.I.Smith Box 65 Star Route 2,Hibbing
I want to complement you on your TV presentation this evening on
Ferspective:Vietnam, You speak from a background ol education,
knowledge, and extensive experience in international conierences,

njoyed seeing you briefly at the John Blatnik Z5th, You arent't too
far from a 25th yourself., lie do appreciate your support oi manj

i D £ 7 13 32 W€
WS WS LW .a.t.n_'q-.'.;.-f -

As you doubtless know, the League supports increased educational
aepportunity through programs ior disadvantaged, beginning at

the pre-school level and extending through secondary educationyp

alsc long range programs for ecomomic aid to undeveloped countriesjand
the tenate Labor and Public Welfare Comuittee'!s bill to create
conditions under which equality of opportunity will be & reality
suthorizing expenditures for Titie I,11, 111, 1V, V, V1, Viil and

the Emergency Employment Act.

4

You will be hesring irow us agaln,

Yours S_l.i-_..".';'.'i.'\:ly, ; /
. _,r./ 3 < {._’-'-

P
Mrs. M.I.Smith
8th Dongressional District Coordinator
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Mrs M, I, Smith
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

BOX 65 - Stay Route 2
STATE ORGANIZATION SERVICE
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

Hibbing 55746
Hannah Daniel. state Board MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55455
PHONE: 373-2959
SUBJECT April 1, 1966

Times for Action Committee

Dear Mrs., Smith:

Thank you for keeping me and Mrs, Pooley informed about your respomses to na-
It sounds to me as if Hibbing were doing an excellent

tional Times for Action,
job in this field.
Please feel free to call on me or Mrs, Pooley if you think we cam be of

assistance in any way,

Sincerely




FIVE

w29, (966

LWV Urges
 Congress to
| Finish Job

Members of the Hibbing
| League of Women Voters in
taking up the case for home
irule for the District of Colum-
|bia, League president, Mrs.
M. I. Smith, today called on
| Senators McCarthy and Mondale
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vour unde
setting u
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comnmitmer

as coordinator.

Sitnicerelv
olfcerely,




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

STATE ORGANIZATION SERVICE

FROM: R y : SRy UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

Mps, Lewis Daniel, state foreign policy chairman MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55455

|V| PHONE: 373-2959

(:) SUBJECT:gmes for Action coordinators DATE Sept. 29, 1966

1 am delighted that you are villing to
the eighth congressional district, When
understand fully the respon=-

It was nice talking to you the other day.
serve as Times for Action ¢coordinator for
you have received Mrs, Pooley's file T think you will
sibilities of your job, If you have any questions, let me know,
orietime next month about our congressional interviews, It

1 will be writing to you _ L 2rvi
jearn that you know Mr, Blatnmik and will have

2
was most satisfmetrryx sati
no trouble getting an interv : T
go with you is Mrs, Charles McCoy, the state Voters Service chairman, She lives in
Minneapolis, but her mother 1ives in Duiuth and she will COmbxn? a visit to her

to the range for an interview with Mr. Blatnik,

ew with him, The state Board member vhe will probably

mother with a trip

Thank you again.

Sincerely,

Meg, Lewis Daniel
1912 York Ave. So.
Minneapolis, Minn,




LWV Units
Set March
Meetings

League of Women Voters 11n1t
meetings for March were an-
nounced today as follows:

Unit One meets Monday at 8
ip.m. at the home of Mrs. Wil-
liam Pietila, 3007 W. Second
Ave. Mrs., John Graber willl
giev the topic. |
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League o][ Women Voters of Hibbing

HIBBING, MINNESOTA

Box 65 Star Route 2, Hibbing 55746
March 17,1966

Mrs. Lewis Daniel

National Program Chairman

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
Minneapolis,Minn,

Dear Mrs. Daniel:

Am sure the state Board plan of a coordinatoe in each of
the congressional districts to help with Time for Action
is a workable one. When your letter was received, I call-
ed Miss Adelaide Gee, who has been on our Board for two
years on appointgemt and has been nominated as a Director,

She planned to drive to the meeting in Duluth on March 10,
and I planned to go with her as I was interested in the
exchange of information which would take place,

The day before the meeting, Miss Gee called sayling she
had received unfavorable reports of road conditions and
decided not to drive. I was very disappointed.

We sent letters to Senators lMcCarthy and Mondale,and Rep.
Baltnik about apportionment and now on Home rule. We
received replies from Sen. Mondale and McCartny which were
read at our last Board meeting.

Sent an article to the papers and am inclosing a clipping,
2-25-66., A few days later the editorial we sent in was
used without memtion of the League otherwise it was good.

Another article is in now for the Home Rule day,Mar.29.
We are also sending in the editorial sent to us.

In our unit meetings this month, we studied the Proposed
CAs and CRs. Home Rule was taken up in detail, making use
of the cost to have our Congressmen serve as City Council.

I will keep you informed as time goes on. We should have
sent copies oi letters to you on apportionment but am
sending those on home rule with this letter.

Yours sincerely,, .
Y > e A-/nz_ Z /g_ J
Mrs. M.I.Smith,President

Copy to Mrs, John Pooley 2914 Greysolon Rd.Duluth 55804
" " LWV of US 1200 17 St. N.W.,Washington 20036




Febroary 14,

Mre. Perry Stoddard, President
league of Women Voters of Chisholm
305 B 34

‘hisholm; Minnesota

bear Mrs. Stoddard,

& you know from the Leeal League
0 8 ine for Action aent 2y he nationmal Board

the national Board the ne not taking acticn.”

g

vongrese is again in geseion mey expect to be receiving
any tvine,
Leag } An Minnesota have bheen
for Actions. The state Board thinks it
esota's elght
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF DULUTH
514 LYCEUM BUILDING
DULUTH, MINNESOTA 55802

February 2, 1966

Mrs., Lewis Daniel

National Pro rm

Leacue of Women Voters of Minnesota
U. of M., Minneapolis) Minnesota

Dear Mrs. Daniel:

In reply to your letter of Jar
to tell vou that the Duluth League a.(
responsibility of providing a coordin for responding
to Times for Action for the 8th Congressional District.

have asked Mrs. John Pooley (Mary) to accept

this job. She is a long-time leaguer, has been involved
with various national item committees, and I am sure will
do a good job in this area. As to the time for the meeting,
T think any time after the second week in February would be
acceptable and we would be happy to hold the meeting in our
new office at 222 Greyhound Buildings. Our location is on
Superior Street near lLth Avenue West., The office will be
in use the mornings of Feburary 16 and 17, but any other
time will be fine.

We will awzit further word from you as to definite
scheduling.

Sincerely,

S S

Mrs. John Dettmann, President
League of Women Votersof Duluth

If you would

. - \ -
is 291l Grey

i

Alffiliated with the
League of Women Voters of the L. S.




League of Women Voters of ilinnesota, 555 Wabasha Street, St. Paul, in. 55102
May 1969

CONGRESSIONAL INTERVIEW

Congressman John A. Blatnik - 8th District, Minnesota - DFL

Committees: Public Works, first ranking Democrat
Chairman, Rivers and Harbors Subcommittee
Public Roads Subcommittee
Public Buildings and Grounds Subcommittee

Govarnment Operations
Intergovernment Operations Subcommittee

Human Resources: Congressman Blatnik regrets the limiting of the Job Corps
and Headstart programs. Viable alternatives to higher education for those
whose aptitudes and interests lie in other fields is a real concern. He
agrees that law and order without justice means little. He would like to
arrange a local conference on human resources and priorities similar to the
one being planned for St. Paul later this month.

Foreign Policy:
China - le called the League's consensus statement "good" and
"courageous. "

Aid - The Southeast Asian countries need enormous amounts of aid. This
must be made available through IDA and international agencies.

Trade - iir. Blatnik recently authored a quota bill on imports of foreign
steagl. (This is a reversal of his previous open trade stance. However,
it does reflect the economic concern and unrest in the district.) He
supports more and more easing and opening up of east-west trade.

Water: The Congressman is upset with the "johnny-come-lately"” groups who
are now accusing him of inaction on pollution problems. He praises the
League for its early support on this issue. His bill, The Water Quality
Improvement Act of 1969 (HR 4148) which has passed the House, has good
enforcement provisions and provides for research and aid to municipalities.
The federal government can't give outright grants to businesses, but it can
give research grants (i.e. biodegradeable detergent) and tax credits for
pollution abatement. He regrets that pollution control has become a poli-
tical issue. He feels that experts or scientists should be the ones to
diagnose the problems.

(The Washington Post, editorial, May 14, 1969, Pollution of Lake
Superior . . . 'Reports that the findings of pollution by the Reserve Company
were suppressed in the Interior Department at the behest of Rep. John A.
Blatnik of ilinnesota are especially distressing. As chairman of the House
Subcommittee on Rivers and Harbors, ir. Blatnik has been a leader in many
campaigns against water pollution, but his enthusiasm for taconite mining in
the Duluth area appears to have dulled his sensitivity to the damage that is
being done to Lake Superior.")

Other issues: The greatest concerns in the world today are:

1. Viet Nam. There is a large, non-partisan feeling in Congress that
the U.S. must begin a systematic withdrawal of troops and a
de-Americanization of the war. The Socuth Vietnamese and southern
Viet Cong are tired of the war.




liiddle East. This is a very explosive threat and could engage
the large nuclear powers. The U.N. is not useful. Perhaps

small countries as Finland, Czechoslovakia and neutral S.E. Asian
countries could be successful mediators.

The domestic issues of inflation and tax reform.

The interview was held in a member's home.

Ten League members
including president, vice president,

and committee chairmen.
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Govarnment Operations
Intergovernment Operations Subcommittee

Human Resources: Congressman Blatnik regrets the limiting of the Job Coxps
and Headstart programs. Viable alternatives to higher education for those
whose aptitudes and interests lie in other fields is a real concern. He
agrees that law and order without justice means little. He would like to
arrange a local conference on human resources and priorities similar to the
one being planned for St. Paul later this month.

Foreign Policy:
China - He called the League's consensus statement "good"” and
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Aid - The Southeast Asian countries need enormous amounts of aid. This
must be made available through IDA and international agencies.

Trade - ifr. Blatnik recently authored a quota bill on imports of foreign
steecl. (This is a reversal of his previous open trade stance. However,
it does reflect the economic concern and unrest in the district.) He
supports more and more easing and opening up of east-west trade.

Water: The Congressman is upset with the "johnny-come-lately" groups who
are now accusing him of inaction on pollution problems. He praises the
League for its early support on this issue. His bill, The Water Quality
Improvement Act of 1969 (HR 4148) which has passed the House, has good
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Superior . . . 'Reports that the findings of pollution by the Reserve Company
were suppressed in the Interior Department at the behest of Rep. John A.
Blatnik of llinnesota are especially distressing. As chairman of the House
Subcommittee on Rivers and Harbors, lir. Blatnik has been a leader in many
campaigns against water pollution, but his enthusiasm for taconite mining in
the Duluth area appears to have dulled his sensitivity to the damage that is
being done to Lake Superior.")

Other issues: The greatest concerns in the world today are:

1. Viet Nam. There is a large, non-partisan feeling in Congress that
the U.S. must begin a systematic withdrawal of troops and a
de-Americanization of the war. The South Vietnamese and southern
Viet Cong are tired of the war.




Middle East. This is a very explosive threat and could engage
the large nuclear powers. The U.N. is not useful. Perhaps

small countries as Finland, Czechoslovakia and neutral S.E. Asian
countries could be successful mediators.

The domestic issues of inflation and tax reform.

The interview was held in a member's home. Ten League members attended,
including president, vice president, and committee chairmen.
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