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THE VOTERS' BOOTH

Distribution of factual,

' objective, non-partisan infor-

| "I mation about elections, vot-
N |ing procedures and vital gov-
ernment issues is the service

Voter Group
| ‘{-O SPOnsor J%fotlrl':f League of W(:J-rruan1 Bk ibon
Essay Con'l'eS'I’ﬂ assAssamssamnaaR s R awsn] OAS LAKE

The Minnesota League of lota Editorial Ass'n and the National Editorial Ass'n,
Women "»"(1:':3.1‘.?1 haﬂ_annuuncr‘dla Class Matter at the Post Office at Cass Lake,
sponsorship ol an essay fApril 27, 1899, Under Act of March 8. 1879
contest for high school stu-

dents. MARCH 22, 1956

Subject of essays, not to

exceed 1,500 words, will be s iyt dle 1
| |“Our Minnesota Constitution.” ([ =59 =St adlduver, candadte 101

The contest, open to all Min-[f° [Jl‘?fslde:ltla} nomination, pauses at the

nesota students from grades|[2&ll in Duluth last night for a break in

nine through 12, will be open|P318n schedule. In the picture, from the
from March 19 to April 30. (¢ Diemart, Miss Angela Vrdoljak, Ke-

Rules will be available at[alter Smith.
school superintendents’ officesf ¥

Legislative ;
Day Is Set ‘I |
for Women |

Progress of bills on party|
designation, reapportionment |
and constitutional convention |
will be reported by their au- |
thors at a legislative day of
League of Women Voters of
Minnesota Wednesday.

The event will be held in
Weyerhauser room, Minneso-
ta Historical society building, |
St. Paul, i

Delegates from the 54 local|
leagues will visit senate and
{f house of representatives and|
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The progress of insurance
of the more encouraging fielf
of fires.

: A danger of this progress,
gives to a policyholder. Altl

Y ¥ ¥

{|teenth

or through the state’ League
of Women Voters' office, Fif-
and Washington ave-
nues SE,

First prize will be a set of _

Encyclopedia Americana and
a day at the state legislature.

|financial loss, every fire thre:
|more important element of vaiu
| preventing fires, f

. B il

Kitchen Faucet Runs|

will discuss the authors’ sug-|
gestions for passage of legis-|
lation supported by the
league,

Sen. Daniel Feidi of Min-
neapolis, district 34, will
speak at 10:20 a.m. on “The

Role of the Constituent in In-|
fluencing Legislation,” fol-|

lowed by a discussion of party |

| Judges for the contest will|
be Mrs. Malcolm Hargraves

Rochester, Minn.; Ralph W.
Keller and Judge Leroy E. designation by Rep. Karl F.
Matson. : ; g : ; ' Grittner of St, Paul, district ||
1 L S ’ 39. .
At the 12:30 p.m. luncheon,

speakers will be Rep, Joseph
E. Karth, St. Paul, district 41,
and Sen, Stanley Holmgquist, ||
Grove City, district 26, on the ||
constitutional convention bill,
and Rep, Alf L. Bergerud, Edi- |
na, district 36 south, on reap-

portionment. [

Mrs. Malcolm Hargraves of
Rochester, state chairman of
constitutional convention, will
preside at the luncheon. Ar-}
rangements are being made
by Mrs, Donald Guthrie of
Birchwood, state legislative|
chairman, |

Representatives of the Min-
neapolis league will be Mrs.
Edgar Kuderling, 5521 Twen-
ty-seventh avenue S.; Mrs. E.
C. Widseth, 2919 NE. Arthur

street, and Mrs#H. M. Flan-
nery, 4222 Girgtd avenue N.

FOUR MEMBERS OF THE League of Women Voters rode through
do\vptown Duluth today in a 1917 Model T Ford to emphasize that Du-
luth’s commission form of government is “out of date.”” They were
followed by a new model depicting the “up to date” strong mayoz':coum'ﬂ
form of government which Duluthians will vete on next Tuesday. Left
to right in the ancient vehicle are Mrs. Irving Gerald, Roy Wright, the
driver; Mrs. Gilbert Buffington and Mrs. Clarence A. Johnson. I\T;ﬁ. Ken-
neth Olsen is driving the new car. Pointing-eut that Duluth's ;ﬁl'ese:1t
form of g&?.-\‘iqunent and the Model T are both old, the women asked:

“Both stil[_]" n, but who wants them?” Next Monday the ride will be
remated withMrs, Olsen, Mrs. Roger Emerson and Mys. Robert Prescott
taking part.—(Herald photo.)
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THE CASS LAKE TIMES

Over 56 Years of Continuous Service To Cass Lake Area

FUBLISHED EVERY THUHRSDAY BY THE UTLEYS OF CA&i_S LAKE
GRANT UTLEY, Editor and Publisher

Member of Minnesota Editorial Ass'n and the National Editorial Ass'n.

Entered as Second Class Matter at the Post Office at Cass Lake,
Minnesota, April 27. 1899, Under Act of March 8. 1879
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DULUTH.

FOUR MEMBERS OF THE League of Women Voters rode through
downtown Duluth today in a 1917 Medel T Ford to emphasize that Du-
luth's commission form of government is “out of {'J"fl"s"" -'I'hr'\'w\"cm
followed by a new model depieting the “uip to date” strong mayor-council
form of government which Duluthians will vete on n ext Tuesday. Left
to right in the ancient vehicle are Mrs. Irving Gerald, Roy Wright the
(!:‘1\'{::‘_: Mrs. Gilbert Buffington and Mrs. Clarence A. Johnson. \h—a i{mm
neth Olsen is driving the new car. ]Jmm g _pgut that Dliiti[h:r‘. 'h;‘ésf’ni.
form of 4{,.1'-'11“1 ent and the Model T are both old, the \'\-onw:t.;‘a:'{{é(i:
“Both still 1, but who wants 1'[!('!1';"-," Next ’\Iond‘\ the ride will be
repeated w ,r L Muvs. Olsen, Mrs, Roger Emerson and Mrs. Robert Prescott
taking part.—(Herald photo.)
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| LIKE IT HERE

by

GEORGE GRIM

Minneapolis Tribune Really Travels
--to Nicaragua, Alaska, Japan

HIS LITTLE

Tribune gets around.

“] just got back from hav- headed
Rio | What

ng spent six hours on the I
Tipatapa,” uwlca Mrs. Carl

T 4 SOSIR PR LT T

advice.
“I have trouble with peli-
cans, too.

“Last time I went deep sea
'fishing, I threw out my length
of clothesline and promptly a
pelican swooped down and
clobbered the bait.

“I hooked the pelican and
my husband refused to speak
to me the remainder of the
day.”

Will brother Herter in Wase-
ca please send the cook book
and any other ideas he has
that would be helpful to Mrs.

arl G. Wendt, ¢/o American
Embassy, Managua, Nicaragua.
P NOTIJER hars.ta

& of nes \R[nr]\m ;,Ct

Mrs. Howard Evenson

part of the|N

travel.

Minneapolis wrote a letter to
the Tribune which our editor|
d “Why Can’t We Do

s A0

;]'.1,_ n[éLE\[}{JLtICILU[H; % PUPI 5'lrl:-'u.
service and eventual 'm"i'ttmn
to ‘tom]w*n Soon, I'll be or JlP
my way to another distant cor-
ner rut the wide world. Tll|
1ave these memories of Japan:
“The fragile liveliness of

cherry blossoms — the sym-
phony of the geta on a sum-
mer’'s evening—the respectful
attention and indescribable ap-
preciation of an audience at a
symphony or play — the fury
of a seasonal typhoon — the
delicious afterglow of a Japan-
ese HOT bath—the hair-raising
experience of a ride in the tiny
70-yen taxis — the thrill of
caressing the toe of the bronze
Buddha of Kamakqira.”

Read this n'f'}]'L!11‘z]l'1-—_\-'L'.‘li may |
(Advt.)
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on such matters as City|
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o ,{Public Schools, Taxation, |
ver 56 | health measures, merit sy-
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Minnesota, April 27, 1899, Under Act of March 3. 1879 to Vo ing a Constitutional

| Conver
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by Mrs. . I

Mrs. Thomas Hunstiger,
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guest speaker.
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served by the hostess, |

Meyer.
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b

GEORGE GRIM

Minneapolis Tribune Really Travels
--to Nicaragua, Alaska, Japan

Minneapolis wrote a letter to
the Tribune which our editor|
headed “Why Can't We Do
What Alaskans Did?”

THIS LITTLE part of the
Tribune gets around.
“] just got back from hav-
ing spent six hours on the Rio

Tipatapa,” writes Mrs. Carl
l“ S L. . - |_..=_,‘\,._|,

“I have trouble with peli-
cans, ioo.

“Last time I went deep sea
‘fishing, I threw out my length
of clothesline and promptly a
pelican swooped down and
clobbered the bait.

“I hooked the pelican and
my husband refused to speak
to me the remainder of the
day.”

Will brother Herter in Wase-
ca please send the cook book
and any other ideas he has
that would be helpful to Mrs.
Carl G. Wendt, ¢/o American
Embassy, Managua, Nicaragua.
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cherry blossoms — the sym-
phony of the geta on a sum-
mer’s evening—the respectful
attention and indescribable ap-
preciation of an audience at a
symphony or play — the fury
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Entered as Second Class Matter at the Post Office at Cass Lake, Her Peor
Minnesota, April 27, 1899, Under Act of March 3. 1879 to Vote for Calling a Constitutional
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GEORGE GRIM

Minneapolis Tribune Really Travels
--to Nicaragua, Alaska, Japan

HIS LITTLE part of the

Tribune gets around.

“I just got ba from hav-
ing spent six hours on the Rio
i apa,”’ writes ¥

ndt. ked ug
Trib which arrive«

IN THAT ISSUE
column’s story of how
such things as chopping
turtle’s head with an ax
item from George Her
cookbook called “Bu 3
Recipes and Practices.”

One of

the Tribune seer
W {mdn family,

Mrs.

was this
Lo
off a

— an

he subscr
ms to
Managua,

the
Nica-

be

“I feel

I get to

the way I do when
the last page of a
story in a magazine only to be
greeted by ‘Continued in the
Next Issue.’ How can you—
when.] spent every other cast
this morning throwing green
turtles back into the river?

“I want to know what hap-
pens after I chop off the
turtle’s head.

Ln,\:)n off the noggin is
inch the way I hook ‘em.
:f, one weighing about 25
pounds was flabbergast efi
when he hook with a
hunk of beef heart on it that
he swallowed hook, line and
sinker.

“I had neck stretched
out so far that I was con-
vinced he would shed his shell
unaided. Naturally, I cut off
the line and he waddled back
like a drunk and re-entered
the river.

50

saw a

his

Minneapolis wrote a letter to
Tribune which our editor
aded’ “W Can’t We Do/
at Alaskans Did?”
HER LETTER
that if Alaskans could dra
titution that
couldn’'t we

the
he
W

suggested

was

in

do| Mii

still don’t have
linnesota, up-to-date con-
ition, ‘but Mrs. Evenson
a letter from Anchorage,
from a Mrs. Vi

1t reads:

Alaska,
Fisher.
“Did you know that your re-
cent letter to the Minneapolis
Tribune ended up on the back
of a flier to be distribuied to
all voters in Alaska prior to
April 24, when we vote on rati-
fication ol our constitulion?
“My husband, who was a
delegate to the convention, re
turned from Fairbanks the
other day with one of the first
copies to come. off the press.
“YOU MIGHT to know
how far your letter traveled,
the use it serves and how your
words may contribute to a
- ratification vofe,
|v_1....wa &L|‘]'°\J']f‘ state-
100d for Alasks
Oh, yes, ©

like

letter-to-the-
Tribune-editor in Minneapolis
also heard from Florida. North
or south—our little old ga-
zette’'s all over the map!

OLD ex-‘cr‘_\,‘thing — even

greater distance:

“You introduced me to Ja-
pan in your column of May

John Berdie

TIMES

Cass Lake Area

1954, The direct result of my
reading that column was be-
ing accepted into the foreign
service and eventual migration
to Yokohama. Soon, I'll be on
to another distant cor-
the wide world. TI'll
ese memories of Japan:

board meeting

“YOU SEE, I have a prob-
lem and need Herter's exp
advice.

ert was given

8 OF
Aier
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preciation of an audience at a
symphony or play — the fury
of ‘a seasonal typhoon — the
delicious afterglow of a Japan-
ese HOT bath—the hair-raising
experience of a ride in the tiny
T0-yen taxis the thrill of
caressing »}m toe of the bronze
Buddha of Kamakgra.”
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Minnesofa Lags Behind Other Stafes Plans State | mootusan iy ews

In Up-To-Date Consfitution, Le (Evening)
g o Meehng Date___

QUR STATE CONSTITLIICH (.. To pb
Rea‘ppor‘h onment ?l\f” 4
Ca‘limq a consﬁ‘ruﬁoaol oor‘f : s

=3

on hote
i Gov,
Sen.
will
e State

Women
rsday and

*;1.\ tw
hear reponts and

v DrOETes

Bemidji Pioneer

|'Women Volers.
League Schedule
Revision Drive

Teacher: These are some of the provisions that are ignored. |
Perhaps some day . ... . |
e e ¥ lature’s interim tax study com-

This is the second article pre- |nmittee found constitutional
pared by the Richfield League changes essential for sound fis-
of Women Voters, in its drive cal policies. bury : : The League of Women Voters
for amending the Minnesotia In spite of these extensive 11 r\‘..:- Jnhn K“‘H wa“ i-“,\-l.' ._”;;[14-_.'“-_;]‘-5,!; for a Constitu-

State Constitution. The league|and expensive studies, com- _t__u,o‘r. o street, St. Paul. tional Revision Campaign. All
| has announced several articles|plete revision of Minnesota’s | = SRt Be soared 10, CORStE
in a series intended to explain |constitution is still being de- 'l'.,.r_“,.f, U:,'\ whi (-';-|"i\ May 25.
the soupce of the constitution |layed. Yet it is hard to find Co.chairmen for g4he planning
and the neeg for changes in it.|anyone who has studied or (T 5 \1 Romain -fhi’{».\w-ll‘ \'1 [-:
The Neys prints the articles as | worked closely with the con- | '{‘-'-,L,!,f-“""' W 1 E-ri \rs. | John
public Sservice. | stitution who does not agree {,'1.' RS S S AN

Is ewerybody out of step ]mt,tlmt change is necessary. Our

| Minnesota? One hundred eighty | legislature should cut down on General plans include a block

| constitutional conventions have | special legislation for local com- campaign by "1’ members of the
| been held by the various ::tatca| munities, and our local govern- League, under the chairmansiip
| of the United States since these | | ments need broader provisions 3 \l..~. Jahn ‘.!'-_Jl_ All homes

ill be personally contacted and
ifutional re-

for adoption and amendment

states adopted their orlggma,l| :
of their own charters. Minne-

constitutions. From these con- terature on .con

ventions thirty new constitu- | sota needs a fair and enforce- vision will be distributed.
tiions have been adopted. Why, |2Ple apportionment of the leg- The remainder of the plans
|| then, can’t Minnesota call a islature; a more workable me- have \n organized by the var-

its of the League and |
i vill have a definite
Some of the

thod of amending our state con-
stitution: an improved financial
structure; and judicial reform.
ment fo\\ running our state gov- | These are just some of the im-|
ernment forged? provements which have been

Last week the League of Wo- suggested and which the League newspaper and radio
men Voters reviewed the way |Would like to see reviewed by ity, use of tags and parti-
in which our state constitution |2 constitutional convention: cipation in parades. Plans are

constitutional convention so
that our constitutiion may be
reviewed and a better instru-

include the use of posters,
. in store windows and

was thrown together by a hur-|_ ________Ehes all ready in action for a kiddies

riedly called convention that parade to take place on Consti-

was rabidly partisan. This week tution Day.

we shall try to show the need The e ?_pt.t'l:i to extend
|| for reform that is recognized in | its ||;\1)“|sr 1 «ffito the summer

many places ang the unsuccess- and nest Tall stressing Constitu-

ful efforts that so far have been tional Revision by convention.

made to bring about a change. e e
For four sessions of the legis-
| lature, the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota has lobbied
for a hill that would permit the
people of the state to vote on
whether or not they wished a
convention held to revise our
constitution. For four sessions
the bill has failed to receive the |
necessary two-thirds vote of
both House and Senate. Legis-
lative hostility to change as well
as fruitless controversy as to
the methods of revision have
prevented favorable action.

In spite of the bill’s failure,
the legislature does see the ne-
cessity for some change in the
constitution. In 1947 the legis-
lature appointed a commission
to study the constitution and
recommend changes—this was
called the Constitutional Com-
mission of Minnesota. After 14
months of study, the commis-
sion recommended major chang-
es in 34 sections of the consti-
tution in addition to six wholly
new sections. Minor changes
were advised in 78 other sec-
tions. The Commission’s mem-
bership included eight members
of the House of Representatives
appointed by the Speaker and
eight members of the Senafe ap-
pointed by the Senate Commit-
tee so the legislature was well
represented.

In 1949, a second commission,
the popularly called “Little
Hoover Commission” was set up
by the legislature. This com-
mission also pointed out the ne-
cessity for constitutional revis-
ion in order to modernize state
government. In 1954, the legis-
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De|egotes Named To Atfter
Minnesota LWV Council Mg

Gov. Orville Freeman and state Sen. Elmer L. Angl
delegates to the second biennial council meeting of thed
Voters of Minnesota, to be held May 17 and 18 at thel
T\-‘Liml_‘.‘ap-ﬁlis_ Governor Freeman will speak at the opening

1 “How the State Constitution Hampers State Governmg
ator Andersen will speak on “How the State Constitution E
lature,”

One of the prime purposes of
council meeting will be fo discuss
mupans of promoting the mai
gram item adopted at last year's «
vendon, “Building Public Opinien for
a Constitutional Conventicen.”
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| Freeman Favors
' Four-Year Term |

' For Governor
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THURSDAY, MAY 17, 1956

. of course, we can't let the people decide

Xane

LWV Aims Guns On
Need For Revising
State Consfitution

of submitting the 1953 amend-
ments to the people was over
| $18,000, but this sum does not|
include costs of counting ballots,
abstract of votes polled, steno-
grapher and clerk hire, or inter.|
im committee costs. Nor does it
take into account that two of
the amendments were being re-

This is the third article pre-|submitted, thus doubling their

; pared by the Richfield League| C0sis. A single session of the leg-
a's constitu

small minority forces
interests in certain
constitution” for

needs of
O]'\jljllt: L.
sotayLeague of
day. \ =

He blamed public apathy
of understanding an

tion is not geared to the
nodern government, Gov
Freeman told the Minne-

Women Voters to-

“The time for revision

is at
hand,” Freeman said.”

al “Both po-
litical parties favor 2 constitu-
tional convention, bhoth major
labor organizations favor it and

citizens organized to promote
good government Support jt.”

and lack
d opposition “by
with wvested
provisions of the

the failure to re-

of Women Voters explaining the
source of the Minnesota State|
Constitution and the need for
changes in it. The News prints|
the articles as a public service. |

The first two articles in this|
series have shown how our state
constitution was drawn up and |
the many changes that have
been recommended. All this
seems to point to the fact that|
constitution revision is "needed
“both to modernize the archaiec
and to organize the chaotic” |

A small group of legislators
and other anti-conventionists|
argue that the job of revision|
can be accomplished by the
legislature through amendments
rather than by specially elected |

islature, costs well over a million
dollars so the expense of a con-|
vention is not a wvalid argumentl
against it.

Then, too, a constitutidn re-
vised entirely by amenyment
would be a hodge-podge as ours
is today after 79 amendments.
A constitution is basic law. Its
parts should function in rela-
tion to each other. When there
are too many amendments they
cannot tie the whole together.

Another reason, of course, for|
the opposition to a convention |
is the fear of “what will hap-
pen” if we have a convention.
No one ecan answer all the ques- |
tions which arise in the regard,
but we can say that constitu-

vise the document. delegates assembled in a con-|tional conventions have been
The governor said the state stitutional convention. Tl]is ar- [notably C(Jll_.t;EI‘Viltl'Ve_._ Di‘E’..‘:‘:E‘}‘Ving.
charter fails in many respects to ! ument continues Idu.‘:?p_Lt‘;- r‘he Inot_ destroying, our liberties au_d.
provide the frame-work fact that under Article I of the|basic concepts of democratic
COns ;-lim.nll it is the people, not | government.

ithe 1 ature, who have the We can also point out that
legal right to decide this ques-| any constitutional convention in |
sovernor should tion, Minnesota whose delegates are
more time to provide a legis- The gradual amendment|to be elected as are the members
fative progr #m.ghat he should have imethoc lmd »r which the legis-|of the House of Representatives |
a four year term instead of two, and flature amendments for| will represent the interests and |
that a 90-day legislative session is voter or disapproval| points of view of the people in|
“00 short, ] twould bc very aifficult under|all areas. |
e iMinnesota’'s present ‘amending The constitutional tO.l‘.’(‘l‘lthD-
process. Before 1898, T2% of all|is not a new-fangled idea. It|
proposec amendments were|isas traditional and as American |
passed by the people; since 1898, | as the Stars and Stripes. Indeed |
shen the amending process was| it is an American invention. It |
made more difficult, only 32% | has been called our most signi-
pf all those submitted to the|ficant contribution to the art
seople have passed. and science of government. It
Another argument against re-| was born out of the belief that
n by amendment is that the | the people have the inalienable
lators do not have time for| right to decide their ewn basic
this monumental task. Our leg-|law and to alter and reform
islature, which meets for 90 days | their government in such man-

every two years, strugegles with | ner as they deem proper.
an @vaian of bills, In thel The League of Women Voters
the bills numbered | believes that Minnesota govern-
ugh nearly 30 con-|ment can be improved by revis-
amendments were|ng our constitution. The league

16§

and rules
under which government can op-
erate effectively and efficiently.
Freeman said a
have

stuu ional
proposed, few ever came to de-|further believes that the best
bate and only three passed. way to revise is Dy a convention
Also as regards the time ele-|called for that purpose. We hold
ment, the convention lasts a|to the concept that the people
few months and then it is over.| have the right to decide whether
To revise Minnesota’s constitu-|iney want a convention, and we
tion by the gradual amendment| have faith in their ability to
method would take by conserva-|Jjudge the final results. :
tive estimate, over 50 years. | The lirst step in the calling
Many anti-conventionists say|of a convention is for the legis-
that calling a convention would | iature to pass a bill submitting
be too exbm}sivc. New Jersey| this question to the people. Since
whieh had one of the most re-| 1549, the Minnesota Legislature
has refused to pass this bill.
out of $350,000 appropriated for{"We can convince the legislators
a convention which met for 22| all over Minnesota that we want
days. The Missouri convention| the right to vote on the question

1
1
= ~ |
cent conventions spent $325,000|

met for 131 days and spent $697,-
000 out of $725,000 appropriated.
The proponents of the amend-

ment method would have us be- |
lieve that gradual amendment|

is costless. This is not true. The
ate Auditor reports the cost

| by selling our neighbors, friends,
| relatives, milkmen, storekeepers,
| ete. on the idea that what hap-
pens to constitutional revision
will have a direct effect on the
| future of our state.
(Concluding article next week)




M

MEA [lipping Bureau )
835 Palac: Bldg., Minneapolis 1

STILLWATER

- The

PAGE ONE

N

~

THURSDAY, MAY 17, 1956

DAILY GAZETTE

. . of course, we can't let the people decide

Date_

;De|egotes Named To Attend
‘Minneso’ro LWV Council Meeting

L sen., Elmer L. Andersen
Gov. Orville Freeman and state Sen, Elmer L. Anders

' 1eel = Lne l.ed gue f Women
e 5 sec iennis 20U I'l‘L'L"II'I.L’_' of the Les U.L ¥
I" del ,hﬂ.te. fo the second biennial council f 4

- o : P g 21,

P 18 at the Leamington hote I
: 1i sots be held May 17 and 18 SRR 17 |18
Voters of Minnesota, to be ¢ at the opening session Thursday |

Friday, Sen- |

P

Mi_ﬁriea}mlis, Governor Freeman will s % Siine e
n “How the State Constitution flampers State Government.
0 : : ‘

4 7 the State Constifution Hampers the Leg
ders i ak on “How the State
ator Andersen will spea

lature.”

_

One of the prime purposes of thal
meeting will be to discuss

inm:ms of promoting the main pro-

| ) e reares Comn- |

| grdm item adopted at last _\,:3‘11. 5 :[]I.] l

i\'en:'\.ion “Building Public Opinion for

Constitutional Convention. |
1 shontalle

Other features will be a :-ht_}g-nl.lx.

luncheon, designed to aid members of

| council

| a

|'|

1 local leagues throughout the
handling their jobs more eff

| the adoption of a 1956-57 budget; :

I\'i&‘\’b’ of other progranr it-_‘mslzmei a

l_ skit presented by the St. Paul :vagtllr:. |
| represent the || |

ciently;

re-

Four delegates will

will address

of Women
Mrs.

Afton-Lakeland League
| Voters at the two-day ;
'|I’tme:: Kerr, West Lakeland, presi-

| dent; Mrs. C. R. Humphries, Lake- |}
Ilami state board member; and Mrs.
| : ) M et hie a0 :
Dean Honetschlager, 8. Croix P)(?ﬂ_.]-l
Iemr_i Mrs. Marion Richsmann, A\Ia::m-...
members cf the leeal board of

meet:

both
| directors.

| 2 p

T

tcvery two
an
= 165

ional

§
B ‘ment, the

T
ftion by
M method

L = e :-»':- ‘ 'f.-'.. ‘ f/ v

L
Proviue e Trame-work.amt
under which government ¢
erate effectively and effic|

| Freeman said g governon
have more time to provide &

| lative Progrivesdhat he shoul|
{ & four year term instead of tw
' that a 90-day legislative sessi

i.’.'i. il

§l days. The

.00 short,

| * * * |
LWY Aims Guns On |
and Far _ .
| passed by the people: since 1898, | as the Stars ang STrpesi~tAddéda |
g When the amending

ISmuclo more
all those
people have passed,
Anether argument
Bivision by amendment is that the |
Stlegislators do not
V€ this monus
®islature, which meets for 90 days | their go
years,
avalanche
on, the bills numbered | believes that Minnesota govern-
1ough nearly 30 con- |

nental task.

d, few ever
B ibate and only ¢
Also as regards the time ele-|

few months and then it is over,
To revise Minnesota’s constity- |
[ the gradual amendment | have faith
would take hy
] tive estimate, over
¥ Many anti-conventionists
fthat calling a convention would | lature to pass a bill submitting
Nbe too expensive. New Jersey| this question to the people. Since
¥ which had one of the most re-|1949,
icent conventions
fout of 3350,000 appropriated for [
¥a convention wh
Missouri
| et for 131 days and spent $697,- | by selling our neighbors, friends,
II 000 out of $725.000 appropriated.

¥ The proponents of the amend-
s ment method would have us be-
l,iicve that gradu

Il is costless. This is not true. The
| State Auditor

of submitting the 1953 amend- |
ments to the people was over
$18,000, but this sum does not
include costs of counting ballots,
abstract of votes polled, steno-
| grapher and clerk hire, or inter.

Devicing

it is an American invention. It
{ l1as been called our most signi-
to thel ficant contribution

| and science of government., It
against 1-(-:.] was born out of the belief that

process was
difficult, only 32%
submitted

| the people have the inalienable
| right to decide their own basic
Our leg-| law and to alter and reform
vernment in such man-
as they deem proper.

The League of Waomen Voters

have time for

struggles with | ner
of bills, In the|
ent can be improved by revis-
Were) g our constitution. The league
came to de- | further believes that the best
hree passed. | Way Lo revise is by a convention|
called for that purpose. We hold
to the concept that the people
| have the right to decide whether
tney want a convention, and we
in their ability to
conserva- | judge the final results,

30 years. | The first Stép in the calling
say| of a convention is for the legis-

amendments

convention lasts

a

the Minnesota, Legislature
spent $325,000| has refused to pass this bhill,
We can convince the legislators
all over Minnesota, that we want
convention | the right to vote on the question

ich met for 22|

relatives, milkmen, storekeepers,
etc. on the idea that what hap-
pens to constitutional revision
will have a direct effect on the
It‘ut.ure of our state.

| (Coneluding article next week)

al amendment |

reports the cost

to the art|




WOMEN VOTERS ISSUE TAGS—

State Charter Drive Pushed

By FRED NEUMEIER (tributed throughout the state|agenda which is "work for re-| Among those phservihg the
land people are urged to wear|vision of the constitution of |council meeting is Madame
them. ese tags stated that “a | the state.” | Nguyen Thau Hau of Viet Nam
rew state constitution is a good Following a dinner at 6:30|a lawyer, who
buy” with the “price less than|p. m. the St. Paul league will | this country of

the cost of one regular legisla-| present a skit. partment,

to the people of this state. : L 5 2
= : ; tive session.
was pointed out today DAL AN e £ Y ®
2t the biennial council meeting lhe tag also states -Trade
e i natiEig in Minnesota's outmo 1857
of the league in the Leamington .
hotel, Minneapoli - constitufion hastily written by
hotel, Minneapolis. 10 men in 10-days nhtelsd By
“Sale” tags are being dis-|- i e
W= ““lamendment 80 times, wasteful
and inefficient for new and
improved model, revised by
MEA Clipping Bureau convention."

835 Palace Bldg., Minneapolis 1 The council meeting of the
TMANKATO league will - continue through
DAILY FREE PRESS || Eniday cand inshetmps sliamen
Ev ning), by two de tes from each of |
Date N!QE: iﬂ ¢ | the state’s 53 local leagues and |
|‘.1;‘-11'hr‘_!' of observers. There
now 5,051 members in the

/ s =y 1e.
W Om(‘ll VOI-PI W | Gov. Freeman wasx the
lI .[1 main speaker at the session
- ar Hre € _today, He declared the time
flear rreeman s o R e ki
MINNEAPOLIS (B — Gov. Free- ing of & convention to revise
man today gave assurance of his the state constitution.
support to the Minnesota League “Both political parties are
of Women. Voters to unite—the on tecord favoring such a
people of Minnesota behind efforts convention,"” the governor
o get revision of the state Con- pointed ouf. “Citizens organ-
stitation. ized to promote good govern-

He spoke to delegates from 53 ment support it and major

acue chapters at the league's labor organizations favor it. e 3
llr.i s l““‘] ilh it AEHES neapolis, today. DeleZates are present from the state's
iennial councll. . VT oy e T = 5 S x =

g H I have heard no argument| 33 Jocal leagues. Shown discussing the pregramgate,

from left, Mrs. Harold Wilson, Minneapolis, -.wr-’_("t:i\'f?
secrefary, Mrs. S. H. Buttz, Alexandria, and/fMrs.
Basil Young, Hibbing, president.—Staff Photo.

The League of Women Voters
ssota I8 conducting an
ve drive to “sell’"" the

need of a new state constitution

Need of a new state constitution was stressed at
the biennial council mpeting of the keague of Women
Voters of Minnesota “in the Leamington hotel, Min-

Asserting 1 eague is per- against constitufional revision
forming wval service in the that seems to me to have any
interest of good government by validity. The opposition's claim
spearheading the campaign for that the people could not be
constitutional revision, Gov, Free- trusted to have a part in fram- s - A
man said: Ii|1g their basic law is a denial

Yiertainly the time for a con- of the principle of democracy
vention to revise out Constitution that is unworthy of men elect-
is at hand. Both political parties ed to repres a free people.”
are on record favori uch a con- Mrs. Basil Young, Hibbing,
vention. president of the state E_p;{;u;‘.‘l

“Citizens ".m‘_s'.uni'/_rﬂ fo promote presided,
good government support it. Both | At a "shop® talk™ diincheon
majorzlaboy dfganizatjphs favor it. [at noon Mrs. Evank Chesley
And#in November 1954, the people Red Wing, stateshoard mem-
ot~ Minnesota asserted their sup- | ber, reviewed' "the cairr
port when they approved an — - -
amendment designed to facilitate
holding a convention.

ent

“With such substantial .\'I'.!}I\h'rl‘I
the defeat 1955 in the state &gn-
ate of a bill to provide for a con-
vention was a serious fdailure fo
recognize the will of the voters
and a setback to our efforts to

hieve better government.'

Freeman said the opposition’s
¢laim that the “people could nol
he r;'nqre;{i to have a part in fram-
ing their kasic law s a denial of
the ]'}l'il‘l_l'iP!\r'& of democracy thal
is unworthy of men elected fo rep-
resent a iree peoples’

.

9¢ Sack TOBA(
10° Cigaret Ho

1=
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835 I}'\:I?ce Blpd];,. Minneapolis 1 (Evening) | Sa S Lobb
WINONA DAILY NEWS | \ \ 4

Date 1 8 1956

\ Ver On e angs . 835 Palace Bldg., Minnegpolis 1
Freeman Supporfs ! Ll

that the 1955 Minnesota senal DAILY DISPATCH-k‘
- R&Viglﬁﬂ: Fl’eemaﬂ bowed to the railroad IobH (Evening)
Dri\’e 10 ReVise MINNEAPOLIS (UP) —Almost (| |in refusing to approve callin Date sy 1 8 1956—
everyone is in favor of constitu-|| Jof a convention to revise ti
" " i tional revisgion, Gov. Orville Free- | state constitution. Freeﬂ'IGll Bﬂﬁks
n told the Minnesota League of | -
a e ons l u Ion Women Voters meeting Here| Senate defeat of the pre

Thursdy. : posal, he said, was “a serion women.s League

MINNEAPOLIS (® — Gov. Free- | l[: said that a constitutional failure to recogmzc the will ¢

. OnC ituti
man today gave assurance of his 1tic 1:1‘['_- thr':t: <ing ”.fl.h"‘*:’; the voters | OEES'E‘I'I'U‘H'EO!‘I
i R ACNE o '8 1es, labor and citizens TR 2 R S

support to the Minnesota League e g | He told the League o1 MINNEAPOLIS (P) — Gov. i:;r;
of Women-Votess.. fo umte the He blamed public apathy and ||| Women Voters council meet. §j™man ’"“;dta}tf‘”\;_ eSehance of hie
people of Minnesota behind efforts ,,“p,m tion ‘of small mitiorities with ing at Leamington hotel that S,:.fpp.m. 0 e l‘.I['lI"leg?la .‘i ‘dr:m,?
to get revision of the state Con- >d interestes .in certain pro- [ the “extremely efficient lobby” || W-omen. Voters to unite the Peop’e
stitution. isions of the constitution” for || of the Minnesota railroads was (] °f Minnesota behind efforts to get

He spoke to delegates from 53 | : ' to revise the charter. Free the real basis for the senate |[reVision of the state Constitution.
league chapters at the league’s man said the document fails in (|| defeat. He spoke to delegates from 53
biennial council. | respecls to provide the rules 1 league chapters at the league’s bi-

Asserting thal"ﬁ'.e league is _-*)tjf':' for modern government to “The railroads want to main- M| ennial council.
forming ‘;’mah:' Sm‘f'li?;mlgt t}'\‘: operate efficiently, if tain their preferred position— If| Asserting that the league is per-
interest of good government D =~ o !

MEA Clipping Bureau

Gov. Freeman charged tod4

' i it's that si ” B

spearheading the campaign for g lcmng Lm niﬁlf c;jitf;‘li;] Ei
itutional revision, Gov. Free- L
LOﬂqu‘ir(l | provision limiting railroads to

ar

m"é‘.e tainly the time for a con- |
vention to revise out Consti L1|1Lm
is at hand. Both political parties |

forming valuable service in the in-
terest of good government by spear-
heading the campaign for constitu-
taxes on gross earnings in lieu | tional revision, Gov. Freeman said:

reau © 1eu i UId : y AT CT £s
MEA Clipping Bu

a35 Palace Bldg., Minneapolisil of all other taxes, i “Certainly the time for a conven-

- i IBUNE tion to revise our Constm‘n[on is at
are on record favoring such a con-| HIBBING DAILY TR The governor spoke at the| | hand. Both political parties are on
Lpnmm | | opening session of the two-

“Citizens organized to promote | o e | day
good government support it. Bnlin
major labor organizations favor 1
Ar:d' in November 1954, the ,Ju.):e1 CONSTITUTION RE \l‘\ll)\

| record favoring such a convention.

“Citizens organized to promote
'good government support it. Both
major labor organizations favor it.
|And in November, 1954, the people

| council meeting on “How|
Date the State Constitution Ham- |
ate pers State Government.” Sen,
Elmer L. Andersen, St. Paul, |
N . o ” LGN Ty i 4
of Minnesota asserted ll:)lisfd M’q-“n MINNEAP ffﬂ_“‘ g - § | Will speak Friday on the same ||!of Minnesota asserted their support
port when dihte‘m dailtio facilitate i LSy RN o e subject from the legislative ||| when they approved an amendment
Idn;ngndtl’t‘lgomte‘l“tm‘n N [ MO e S ; angle, |§] designed to facilitate holding a con-
1olding a s I ST PG 3 , ventio
“with such substantial -:um;n;l. 160 Minnesoc : e Freeman listed as the first } ; V]-?}; such substantial support
en- | a . - e / LL aSUuc L s LE C
the defeat in 1955 in the state I O E 2 L SOLELLS constitutional defect the brief 5 M T | AN "

e of a bill to provide for a con- ? . : [§] the defeat in 1955 in the state Sen-
ate of a bl o pastico o 3 D _ delepates from 53 B§time given a governor to sub- te of 2 bill 2 ide for S
yvention was a serious failure . 0 d = e I a legislative rogram T ate of a bill to provide for a conven-
recognize the will of the voters| at the leagues |a state budge I 4t and Ml +ion was a serious failure fo rec og-|
land a setback to our efforis to siennial council. * “5EL (Wi nize the will of the voters and a|
achieve better government. ek : ! s o “I learned by ex perience that §ll setback to our efforts to achieve|

~ - at 1 s1th s i . SE X - 1 LI} " 3

Lracmnt e “neople could mot J i good govornment by §|OF 2 newly elected governor | better government.”
claim that the “people co g ! e R to do' the work required and Freeman said
be trustad to have a part in fram ding ) - y
'e Hﬁil\'bisic law is a denial of ional revision, Gov. Free- Rl give serious consideration
Hm princiye of* 'democracy that the issues  involved,

the opposition’s|

to |l | claim that the “people fiould not be!

in thef|trusted to have a parf in fl&l"l'l"’

is unworthy of men elected to rep- ‘Cer v > time for a con- -I_)_‘_-(‘p"”"‘”m“ and presentation § their basic law is a Lta['i[ of the|

resent a free people. to © our Lonstto. §| Of a budget, and to do this in|Jf Principle of democracy that is un-

@ ' i 1p  parte= Bl the limited time provided. is a |W0fﬂl)’ of men elected to represent
tremendous task,” he said. II{a free people,”

“No person can fulfill this
responsibility as well in a few
weeks as he could if he had |
more time,”

Other defects listed by the!
governor are the 90-day jlimit
on legislative sessions, |/ pro-
vision for two-year terms for
governors, restrictions on fis-
cal operations and non-consti-
tutional matters included in
the basic law, such as exact
,_| routing of the trunk highway
the "-;JDI-»M“‘ = | system.

“peaple uld not}| °

in fram Local self-government also

is a denial offis hampered by the constitu-
tion, Freeman declared.

of demoeracy that

- f me s ] e d 10 rep-|

= r:‘r Szfogltlmw ] “Qur municipalities should
Bl have more responsibility and
authority, both in the interest

of the principle of home rule

and in the inferest of greater

citizen g@rucipation,“ he said.
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Freeman Supports .
Revision Of
State Consfifution

MINNEAPOLIS (UP)
s constitution is not geared to

N

—Minne-
sota’
the needs of modern government,
Gov. Orville L, Freeman fold the
Minnesota League of JWWomen Vot-
| ers. “mmpemampensEE

| “The time for revision at
hand,” Freeman said. ‘“‘Both polit-
ical parties favor a constitutional
convention, both major labor or-
ganizations favor it and citizens
organized to promote good gov-
ernment supporf it.’

He blamed public apathy and
lack of understanding and opposi-
tion by small minority forces
with vested interests in certain
provisions of the constitution" for
the failure to revise the document.
The governor said the state char-
fer fails in many respects to pro-
vide the frame-work and rules

er which rernment can op-
te wffectively and efficiently.

rediman said a governor should
e riore time tosprovide a legis-
ve Yprogram, that he should
re a four year term instead of
y, and that a 0 :day legislative

too shorf,

is

MEA Clipping Bureau
835 Palage Bldg., Minneapolis 1
EDINA'MORNINGSIDE
COURIER

ve Will Serve -
Council Parley

L Women Voters this week.
by

Pl Evie ]

Edina Leag
State-Wide

Edina League o
has been

Before reapportionment
4 stale constitutional
would be

Minnesota
has

é selected the League
of Women Voters of Minnesola to
serve as hostess [0™the

15 possible.
convention
The
ent \
recent

n necessary
. state coun- ol
Cll meeting today and tomorrow
Leamington hotel,

he Edina chapter of the League

at

deferred

years.

this action in

Governor Freeman will speak
today on “How the State Consti-

tution Hampers State Govern-
ment.”

Senator

] b } o ~
will be hostess for two luncheons

a dinner and eoffee Mem:
| Wil operate an information |
booth in the hotel, greet dele
arrange for speakers’ tables and a
public address

delegates

hour
ners
ates, |
| dress the
Over 200! “How the §

at the

council tomorrow on
\ tate Constitution Hamp-
ers State Legislation.”

Discussion

syvstem
; : are expected
uncneons.

Function of the council is to
adef a state budget and give
guidance to the state board on
Program and methods of work.
State current agenda which the | of 5801 Drew Ave. S

League will support includes re- Stash ¢
vision of the Minnesota constitu-
tion P i
Possible reg : [Edina League delegate
s5ibie result of the mn:elitu-!?a!mer T )y
tion revision would be 2 reappor-land Mrs. . Samuel
& ) Y : : -1 el
tionment of Minnesota voting dis- | 5021 U\u[r}m
xford ™ Awe,

S L St 3 :
icts, a local League official said | will atteng as

I groups
agenda will meet in
| sions.

I.‘\h'.c John  Sandberg
West 58th St.: Mrs.

on  current
afternoon ses-

of 4320
Thomas Dale
; are co-chair-
{man of the hostess committee for
the meeting,

eague d § are Mrs.

ang of 5100 Oxford Ave. |
‘McClocklin of |
Other members”|
observers,

legislature consist- i

Elmer Anderson \-.-m".-.J-“ ;

5

7
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RED WING DAILY
REPUBLICAN-EAGLE

I!Constifﬁfiﬂn Needs
Overhauling, Says
Freeman to LWV

MINNEAPOLIS (UP) —MinnE-l
sota’s constitution is not geared to|
the needs of modern government,
Gov. Orville L. Freeman told the
(Minnesota League of Women Vot-
lers today. - _

“The time for revision 1s _at
hand,’”” Freeman said. "Bo!.h pul1t~
ical parties favor a constitutional
convention, both major Iab(_); or-
ganizations favor it and citizens
r-:rganizeri to promote good gov-
1(—mmtnt support it.”

He blamed public apathy angi
lack of understanding and opposl-
tion “by small minority forces
with vested interests in certain
brovisions of the constitution” for
the failure to revise the document.
The governor said the state char-

ter fails in many respects o pro-
Lide the frame-work and rules
hnder which government can Op-
Lrate effectively and efficiently.

Freeman said a governor should
have more time to provide a legis- |
lative program, that he should |
have a faur_year term instead of
two, and that a 90 day legislative |
session is too_short.

The gm;,e»fﬂﬁ: complimented }:he=
league for its support of constitu-
ftional revision.

MEA Clipping Bureau
835 Palace Bldg., Minneapolis 1

ST. CLOUD DAILY TIMES
WikY 1

IHakG.

Date

Freeman Batks
Drive to Revise
Constitution

Minneapolis #—Gov, Freeman
today gave mssurance of his sup
|port to the Minnesota League of
Women Vopers to unite the pEople
of Minnesota behind efforfs to gel
revision ¢ the state Constitution.

He spoke to delegates from 53
league chapters at the league’s
biennial council.

Asserting that the league is per
forming valuable service in the
interest of good government by
spearheading the campaign for
constitutional revision, Gov. Free
man said:

“Certainly con-
vention to revise our Constitution
is at hand. Both political parties
are on record favoring such a con-
vention.

“Citizens organized to promots
good government support it, Botk
major labor organizations favor it
And in November 18954, the peopie
of Minnesota asserted their sup
port when they approved
amendment designed
| holding & convention,

“With such substantial suppor
the defeat in 1955 in the state Sen
ate of a bill to provide for a con
vention serious  failure t
|recognize the will of the vofer
and a setback to our

the time for a

ax
to facilitat

was

efforts ¢
achieve better government.”

| Freeman said the opposition’
claim that the “people could no
be trusted to have a part in fram
ing their basic law is a denial of
the principle of democracy tha
| is unworthy of men elp€ied to repi
| ee peoples

| resent a
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Freeman Supports
Revision Of
 State Consfifution

MINNEAPOLIS —Minne-
| sota’s constitution is not geared fto
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MEY 17 1806,
| the needs of modern government, |
| Gov. Orville L. Freeman told the

| Minnesota I,r-\;.lgﬂqg_‘gi_,_)\’omen Vot- MEA Clipping Burea@
g -
| ers,

835 Palace Bldg., Minneapoligd
[ “The - revision is at = vy - -
h:_-mf'il,]'!‘ !"T:.l':ﬂ.la‘_-(ma.r:?Ts:-'L}:L‘ 1"]':'5I'Ilt.h polit- R‘ED' WE({";]}TA\!}‘I‘E
lical parties favor a constitutional REPUBLICAN-EAGL
convention, both major labor or- 3 "
| canizations favor it and citizens
| organized to promote good gov-
| ernment support it.”

He blamed public apathy and
lack of understanding and opposi-
tion '‘by small minority forces
with vested interests in certain
provisions of the constitution’ for
the failure to revise the document.
! The governor said the state char-
! ter fails in many respects to pro-

¥ vide the frame-work and tules
under which government can op-
te effectively and efficiently.

Fredinan said a governor should
have nore time te provide a legis-
lative ¥program, that he should
have a i

Date
Freeman Backs
Drive to Revise
Constitution

Tiaia i I oo b2 L Minneapolis f—Gov, Freeman
|today gave mssurance of his sup-
1port to the Minnesota League of

| 1A -‘

| i eds

'Iconsj.ltur.lon l\;e ]Worﬂnen_ Vopers to unite the people
| lof Minnesota behind efforis i et
OVETnUUIing; Gys ige\'isggeggathe ;trzateité‘-?)lnsti:;iin,
Freeman to LWV

He spoke to delegates from 53
league chapters at the league’s
. : biennial eouncil
: NN A IS (UP) -—Minne- T 4 :
| MINNEAPOLIS ( ed tol | Asserting that the league is per-
| sota’s constitution is not geared U forming valusble ‘service in  the
B } overnment {forming valuable service in the
|the needs of mo;e‘rnw]gan told the | interest of good government by
| Gov. Orville L:J IEEII\N'omen Vot. spearheading the ecampaign for
| Minnesota League o constifutional revision, Gov. Free
\ers today. = ; t man said:
“The. time for revision 13$ l.‘"t ““Certainly the
|hand,” Freeman said. Bo‘th tI')Ul-l | vention to our Cons
ical parties favor a constitutiona is at hand. Both political parties
convention, both major l“b?[f' k3 | are on record favoring such a con-
sanizations favor it and cilizens ventisn:
lorganized to promote good gov- “Citizens organized to promof
lernment support 1l_, | good government support if. Botk
He blamed public apathy and major labor organizations favor it
flack of understanding and opposi- And in November 1954, the people
tion “by small minority f“"c‘?s |of Minnesota asserted their sup
R e I intoprpcte 1 o ain 1 - 20l tho . wavad
lwith vested interests in LP}’““‘ iport when they approved
nrovisions of the constitution™ for | amendment designed to
the failure to revise the document | holding & convention,
The governor said the state char- “With substantial suppor
ter fails in many respects to pro- i‘.‘,il:’. defeat in 1955 in the state Sen
vide the frame-work and rules

{ate of a bill to provide for a con
nder which government can op-| vention was a serious failure t

e

el
MEA Clip,
== PBJBC\".,__BiIiE time for
. revise

four year term instead ol
two, and that & 90 day legislative
session is too short, l

Edina League Will

Serve
State-Wide Council Parley

Edina League of Women Voters|this week. Before reapportionment

ar

facilitat

such
| been selected by the League |is
of Women Voters of Minnesola Lo

serve as hostess [0™the state coun-

possible, a state constitutional
would be necessary.

The Minnesota legislature consist-

conveniion

cil meeting foday and tomorrow at
Leamington hotel.

The Edina chapter of the Lea
will he
a dinner and coffee hour. Mem
will operate an information
booth in the hotel, greet delecates,
arrange for speakers’ tables and a
publie 200
delegates the
luncheons.

Function of the council is to
adopt a state budget and give
guidance to the state board on
program and methods of work.
state current agenda which the

f will support includes

vision of the Minnesota constitu-
tion.

bers

address svstem. Over

are expected -at

re-

Possible result of the constitu-
l_ion revision would be a reappor-|
tionment of Minnesota voting dis-
tricts, a local League official xaidi

sue |
hostess for two luncheons. |

{ently has deferred this
recent years.

Governor Freeman will speak
today on “How the State Consti-
tution Hampers State
ment.”

action in

Govern-

Senator Elmer Anderson will5da=%

idress the ecouncil tomorrow on
“How the State Constitution Hamp-
ers State Legislation”

Diseussion groups on ecurrent
agenda will meet in afternoon ses-
s1ons.

Mrs. John Sandberg of 4320
| West 58th St.; Mrs. Thomas Dale
| of 5801 Drew Ave. S. are eco-chair-
man of the hostess committee for
the meeting.

Edina League delegates are Mrs.
Palmer Tang of 5100 Oxford Ave.
and Mrs. .Samuel MeClocklin of
5021 Oxford e, Other meml

will attend as observers.

’.:

Lrate effectively and efficiently.

Freeman said a governor should
have more time to provide a legis- |
lative program, that he should !|
have a faur_year term instead_of
two, and that a 90 day 1egislatwe|
session is too_short. 'l

The goyerfior complimented _the
league for ifs support of constitu-
tional revision.

{recognize the will of the voter
land a setback to efforts t
lachieve better governmer

| 1 nan said the opposition’
that the “‘people could mo
3 fo have a part in fram}
{ing their basic law is a denial o
{the principle of democracy tha

i.j_\ unworthy of men ;pfﬂ:fi to rep
| resent a free pepple

our

LIS




MEA Clipping Bureau
835 Palace Bldg., Minneapolis 1

MINNEAPOJIS STAR
(Evetiing)

MEA Clipping Bureau
23!\ Palace Bldg., Minneapolig 1

sT. PAUL DISPATCH Date. Wi 195

(oo™ 8 1956
| State Senator Seeks
Constitution Revision

" Andersen:
Overhaul

tion for furtt

'sen of St. Paul declared today “there
ng a convention to

" Il Il-‘i (‘l‘.

e constitution.

is no justific

qm'u . c revise Minnesota’s century-old st
C‘ !% aw i Voters indicated i1
_— v . dwls : =
in 1954, when they app

\ lators to serve as convention delegates and election ratificatio
| of the new document drafted, said Andersen.

|- The state senator spoke be-

1
Senator Says
IChd!"E‘GE‘ iS fore the Minnesota League of
Women., Voters council; Teet-

" I ing at Leamington hotel and
Anﬂqya rea SEEACIUpEE Bureat appealed for continued League

cal
5 » Bldeg e alr: -I -~ e P
i NPT, e SRR acaRIng, S iouenpolis port of efforts to get leg-

AT ROCHESTER lative approval of constitus
T e DAILY POST-BULLETIN tional revision.

: ! ed constitution, Sen, (Evening) . :
Elmer L. Andersen, St Paul, Date MAY 1 9 1958 Legislative operalions are
bienni i hampered by numeirous antis
quated constitutional restrice
Jtions, Andersen declared.
Among them are the 90-day

. limit on sessions, provision

i for only biennial sessions and K
( the throwback to English pars
liamentary insistence that reva -
enue bills originate 'only in the

house of representatives.

e Women Here |pwi
Attend State

Other “dead wood” also
¢ clutters up the basic law, Ans
dersen said, including provi=
sion bai g the, legislature
from granting divorces.

As did Gov. Freeman Thurs«
day, Andersen rapped as ‘“‘un-
justified” the constitutional
provision requiring an amend-
ment to change the state’s
method of taxing railroad
property.

poHne
s

refard-
11

‘The evidence is overwhelm-
ing as favoring the need for
revision,” Andersen . said.
“Surely the time has come
when the people should be
given an opportunity to yote

on at."”

“Any setback,” he said, “is
simply a part of the educa-
tional process and only by
constant effort over a long

time can acconiplishment bi

achieved.’

particularly

Laxes

He also discussed reapportion-
ment and declared “not only is
our present procedure w

"epre-
sentative, but it is immoral in
that we are flagrantly and delib-
erately disobeying the constitu-
tion.”’

. Anderson hi

which restrict

lhod
o0

caotgiell ameeting
f Women Voters
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State Senator Seeks
Constitution Revision

Sen. Elmer L. Anders

en of St. Paul declared today “there

|is no justification for further delay” in calling a convention to

revise Minnesota's century-old

Voters indicated their
in 1954, when they approved cha

tate constitution.

desire for constitutional revision

nges that would permit legis-

lators to serve as convention delegates and election ratification

of the new L'()LL]""‘“III {‘T’Eli'l{_’f_l. Eu id Andersen.

MEA Clipping Bureau
£35 Palace Bldg., Minneapolis 1
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Date MAY 19 195§

Women Here
Attend State

League Session

Women Voters

state committee

board was

states,
Voters

on o
Murphy

e state senator spoke be-
fore the Minnesota League of
Women. Voters council; Teet-
ing at Leamington hwtel and
appealed for continueid League
support of efforts to get leg-
islative approval of constitu«
tional revision.

Legislative operations are
: y=us antie
restrics
leclared,
90-day
rovision
ecns and
lish par=
hat reva
v in the

‘es.
d” also
law, Ans
g provi-
gislature

i3,

in Thurs-

| QaY, MNuGiowvs ampr—d a8 “UN«

justified” the constitutional
provision requiring an amend-
ment to change the state’s
method of taxing railroad
property.

“The evidence is overwhelm-
ing as favoring the need for
revision,” Andersen said.
“Surely the time /has come
when the people should be
given an opportunity to WVote
on it.”
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BEMIDJI DAILY PIONEER | | 1D @ EPh aven Lea gue Tel Is

(Evening) 5 ) 4
v g i 10R8 Preblems of Constitution

The following is an introduc- direction in state government

LO(‘,R:‘ League _fm-_a{ article of a seri(_?s: to_ ﬂpppm: ever since,
i = in this paper concerning the need| State government grows more
of Women Voters |for_revisions in the Minnesota|complex as the years roll by
A | State constitution., The articles |but the legs holding our Consti-
Gets AWa l‘d are being compiled and submit- | tution are as wobbly as they were
A | ted hbu members of the Deepha-|in 1857. There are, of course,
| ven League of Women Voters. many ways in which our state le-
Wi e gislature could increase its effec-
[ Ona hundred years! Tt’s been tiveness merely by revising its

Talks bv Gov. Orville 3{_ Free

that long since the FIRST consti- rules or by passing laws. As for
tutional convention was called — reapportionment of legislative
| to write a Constitution for the districts, it could obey our pre-
| state of Minnesota. An anniver- |sent Constitution, which says this
sarv indeed! Bnt should we cele- shall be done every 10 yvears, bu
brate? A Inok at the history | wnich the legislature has refused
ma'rs one wonder, to do since 1913. Other problems,
| Written in haste in 1857, our|however, cannot be solved so eas-
Constitutinn was wobbly then ily. These are the restrictions
Political factions were so badlv| which our antiquated Constitu-
solit at the time that the two|tion has imposed on the legisla-
parties would not even sit togeth- | ture,

er in convention to draw up a Save money? Save time? Save

constitution. Two Constitutions effort? Why not! Well, the League

| were written as a result and after| of Women Voters of Minnesota,

much “maneuvering,” five Re-|after delving into problems of fi-

rublicans and five Democrats nance, local government, admin-

jirew un the compromise doeu-|istration and law-makine. ha-

ol i ment we still use today. The de- met a DEAD-END STREET

opinion for the ||fsire for statehood “in a hurrv”|RACH TIME. Why? The roots of
£ . constitutional || {gave Minnesota the documen* the real problems lie in our state
535 Palace Bldg,, Minneapolis 1 SR A the Na-|{|Which has dictated policy and constitution. Today’s state and
AST. PAUL SUNDAY ",‘."_”""fi'”.‘l'\'-'\_- OB el e — | local problems are big problems,
"PIONEER-PRESS enia i Ehia T N A \| »ffectine over 3 million persons
MAY © ( : Te L Ecidont. Mire: BAsn \[in our state. The founding fathers

Plaes o POME I SNIod s T A N T | could not predict such growth —
' 4 e : land the constitution which they

MEA Clipping Bureau

g e sessi | wrote has not nroved able to ad-
Women N0+{ G it "!l.”-- . the Be i just to the times,
Council me c Be: :

ARl of Wore | What’s the answer? Only one.

| ® ® . ofie of th ve State 0 MEA CIiDpingBureau lsays the' League of \Nlahnes
Cons+l+u+lop (.!"I -l.\.-:-.(\-’.' y for its plans ) BSaPaIace}a:ldf_‘ Minneapolis 1 _V()tE‘I‘S, jUSt one voice of many
".I‘i'J'I'”'i};" eed. for a constitu- NEW []LM_ |who are sounding the erv for a
Da Frida .[2'_'_‘;'] ; '1\_‘:|-I';.F'!'l fo the peaple DAILY JOURNAL new constitution. In 1947 the
y y L1oTa il'. VeIl e 0 Line |
e of 1 Voiel

ABEETN, Wy 25, (Evening) Legislature itself create/ the
R head. Date Ay 1 0 1986 Minnesota Constitutional 'Cnm~|J
U RS i X mission to study the Constitution |
' and make recommendafinns. ™~
L)
League Sells' for net result was 34 major and 78
| u g minnr rl‘.\(a(\nj\ﬂnr-h(?ﬁf;r.n-‘:_ e 3
. New Constitution ! Inew sections, More important, the
) 1 o ¢ |Commission recommended that
. - a 7 Voters of | | -

Y May 2 n The Leagueg of Women ; | 5 £ : i
0% MR Ut '- ! Minnesota is conducting 4an mten-{ |the Constitution be reviced he
when the territor [BEiieso i to “sell’” the need for af |means of a Constitutional Clon-

ernor signed into law a b | sive deiver o “sell’ TR o1 | i p i
CIHOL, PiSHeL i stitutlonal Inew state constitution to the people | [vention, not by merely addine
calling for a Constitution $of Minnesota |more amendments. Tha Ieamie

AT i 0L v w .
C"T-;en“?:'m on:  throoeh! the This was pointed out Thursday Ilcc_urfcursbwhéaleheaztedly h!‘!'r;‘ Re-
Lhe ague U8k i ’ is at the biennial coun-| | vision by Convention cou ro=
state, which have as their cur- | I MIEnOBpPOLis st 0. it : |vide Minnesota with a new l’?rm-
e ’t te agenda, “The League icil mrating of the league. L de I nesof ne Jon
!_fﬂt;‘? ﬁ”i *‘EFM,L“' fﬂﬁiwn-eq?w‘m- | ““Sale” tage are Deing dis-||| stitution In six years, if there is
;1‘5__]“"0"_“9_]‘" iy r~1‘] ‘]r"'f'];‘n ltributed and people are urged tofino delav in the sequence of
\:...;‘I ;\f.fjl.:\ ”;n:.‘r:r':‘..:l; of ..I..j.r e _ ilevents. And judging by the way
""_'}‘“.‘: - “'1'; T : The tag states that "“Trade Il amendments are defeated time
Mapsse: MPT :I-".”::Efﬂ,{ S { Minnesota's outmoded 1857 consi-il and time agdin, it has been es-
S ANE I. % S  tution hastily written By 3 men M timated it would take 40 years
e need - i Anr ] 5

' §10 days, patched and ameided 80l 1o pace the recommendations of

on Const

The Leagu Women

i
ftimes, is wasteful and ineffic nt }Ithe Constitutional Commission

1 d there is need for a mew and|f o 4 0 Amendment method.
Tags will distributed in and il - e

'nmlq:.’"'!m..,j; 'b]errhibju window improved model, revised Hy con
Ny e S = | vention.”

displays, parades ams proclama- | vention

tions by mayors will be a part X

of the day's activities. \

Constitu-

The first step i 1957 is for the

| legislature, by a two-thirds ma-
jority, to vote to submit to the

jj reonle the question of whether or

g not to call a constitutional cone
vention. In 1955 — as in 1949
1951, 1953 — this has been denied |
by the legislature. We believe
that the people have the right
to decide that question,

The League of Women Voters
in 1956 is directing its effort to
build informed public opinion
Wth Constitution Day upon wvs
the Deephaven League would
like, through a series of articles,
to inform Minnetonka residents
about our State government.
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We May Make Better |

In June of 1857 a’'group of men, actually two groups, got
together to draft a state constitution in what was then a territory.
As it turned out partisan politics played a bigger part than common
sense and the desire for statehood overshadowed any good inten-
tions for careful planning and deliberation.

The final product was dual in nature with each of the two
groups involved coming up with its own version. Over 300 differ-
énces are to be found i the hastily constructed documents. But
they achieved their purpose. In 1858 Minnesota ceased being a
territory and became a state.

sssssssspases 9200
- $2.50

It is with this ill constructed antique that fast moving, modem
day Minnesota government is being run. Minnesota is one of
the 18 states still using its original constitution. It has been amend-

ed some 79 times and each patch has added to the crazy quilt
pattern of thought.

This situation is obviously undesirable and the answer is just
as obvious—hold a constitutional convention and straighten the|

twisted channels through which the state’s government has to ﬂow‘i
The mmprovements that could result from such a convention |

and the almost certain change of the constitution are many. Our|
legislature at present can meet just 90 days every two years., Yet
we expect it to raise and spend over 300 million dollars and give
consideration to hundreds of bills which affect Minnesota’s citizens.
A new constitution could remedy that. Among other things Min-
nesota needs a fair and enforceable apportionment of the legisla-
ture, a more workable method of amending the state constitution,
mmproved financial structure, and judicial reform.

Calling a convention is hardly a new idea, but since 1949 the
state legislature has seen fit to refuse the people the right entitled
to them as stated in Article I, Section I of the present constitu-
tion, namely to determine the need for review of Minnesota’s
constitution.

Once again the answer lies with public opinion. If enough|

people go to bat for a constitutional convention the state’s legisla-
tors may also see the necessary light.

One hundred years ago Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote:

“In dealing wath the State, we ought to remember that its|

institutions are not aboriginal, though they existed before we were
born; that they are not superior to the citizen; that every one of
them was once the act of a single man; every law and usage was
a man’s expedient to meet a particular case; that they are all
imitable, alterable; we may make as good; we may make
better. . . .Y

Indeed, Minnesota may make better.

{ When Minnesota marks Con-
{stitution day Friday, Leagues
lof Women Voters throughout
iihe state will use the occasion
{to call attention to their proj-
{ect of working for revision of
!the Minnesota constitution,

| Friday is the anniversary of
|the date in 1857 when the ter-

\ritorial governor signed into|;
[law a bill calling for a_consti-|/

tutional convention.

Voter League to Urge

Constitution Revision

THE MINNL4POLIS STAR
|Mon., May 21, 1956 * 7R

Children in Rochester will
inspect a trailer exhibit of
articles, documents and pho=
|tostats of 1857 newspapers
|having to do with the first cons
stitutional convention. League
|members will discuss the cons
|stitution with adults and ‘chils

|dren who visit the' exhibit,
i Saturday, there will be a/which they have arranged
{“kiddies’ parade,” led by theljointly with the Olmstead
ihigh school band. |County Historical society,

I Hutchinson plans radio and| Roseville league presented &

newspaper coverage, i‘ol]owing!program, “99 Years with the
{proclamation by the mayor. |Same Constitution.”

bution of literature by league
members. Girl Scouts will pre-
{sent a radio skit Thursday.

¥

#

Local leagues have planned /
various ways to call to public 7
\notice their belief in the need 7
for again calling a constitu-/

tional convention.

In Minneapolis, league units|”
will distribute tags in shopping|’

centers and at
meetings all this week.

community |7
They |7

are especially urging business|’
men, legislators and feachers|’

to wear them.

In the suburbs, tags will be |’
distributed, window displays|?
are being arranged and news-|¢
papers will carry accounts of |

the proposal.

The League of Women Vot- |/
ers in St. Paul will sponsor a ||
luncheon Friday in St. Paul|’l

Athletic club to acquaint rep-

resentatives of organizations /8
with the league’s project. Invi- |7

tations have been sent to 60|
will |7
be Val Bjornson of the St. Paul |’
and|’
state commis- |’

organizations. Speakers
Pioneer Press-Dispatch
Byron Allen,
sioner of agriculture.

In Bemidji, in addition t{}|/
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Date

distribution_of tags and wini|’

dow displays all week, therée|’
will be housesto-house distri-/

-

Val Bjornson f
To Speak v

Val

Bjornson, associate edis
the St. Paul . Pieneer
Press, and on Allen, Minne-
commissioner of agriculs
d ture, will be the speakers at a
luncheon Fri-

.“ sota

Constitution day
I day in thes Athletic club with
il the St, Paul League of Women

Volers as host.

Minnesota ( tion day,
| ]|[(1("TF"1_[]'T'[("|]' | ‘:} ’\'\ ef TT\"TTGT‘I
| Ereeman to note the anniver-
| sary of May 25, 1857, when the
\ territorial governor signed a

for a censtitutional

1, will ‘he®observed in:

any ways bycseague of _‘i’g]_n-
oters” groups B the State
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Date_

Constitution
Day Parade
Here Friday

The League of Women Voler:

of Bemidii has annour

ade of school children Friday to

back up ils ca I 1 for over-

haul of VIinne 1857-model

sta cot .. Prize for

youngsters with oulstanding co
tumes are being ¢ ' by
league.

The parade
tral school
School band at
and will N
Guard Armory, where treats do

be given to all partici
Prizes in the form of ¢
ficales donated by
Franklin, F. W.
Lindrud stores wili awarded
children in Gi wrough 6
for Hu‘“-!_)v.-'. 1

Woolworth and

ed a par-

ronail ¢

the

to living I

norse - and

I]'JI'II\'],I'.,’”!'.':

Governor

Nén
itytion
the gooad

bugay,

We need a modern con-

face

as well as

wil

* conslitut

the needs

E LAl
ional revision.
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FRIDAY WILL be observfd
tution
Women
unique in several|
99th
by the tex
a bill calling for a
itional convention. Thus it
centennial by one year.
V't to laud
ion as a great

Mrs, Dean White
ant, gave us
on the observance. : te
tution was written in 10
days by 10 men, she repor It
| ha heen patched up 80 tl!!li;.‘t% h}'l
i lf“ﬂ'T.’:i. The section on faxes |
and finance, of vital interest to
people, has alone brf-sln
an\.z‘-.m[e-d 19 times. The_lea;r.\w is
| working for a constitutignal con-
vention to draw up a nejy cons
ion. Cost of such a cdpvention
would be less than that_ of one
| Minnesota legislative session,

ague

a ring to k

d
The state;

most

: Res costumes in fol- e
lowing diwisions: ;
OLD—"Life Was
in 1857. $1 first prize,

ond prize, Costumes showing [\ o e 8 .1
- = . \ o i . . 1
life back in 1857; for example, L"---..\‘_.;L_‘_ {1’ w Lok A

VY.

200 Rarticipate in
Constitution Day
Parade in Bemidji

The Constitution Day ehil-
drew’s parade, sponsored by the
Bemidji League of Women Vot-
ers, was held Friday afternoon
with about 200 children partici-
pating. The Bemidji High School
band, the Boy Scouts’ honor
guard and the Girl Secouts add-
ed color and snap to the parade.
The winners for their costumes
were as follows: 1st prize (old)
went to Sharon Wright: 2nd
prize (old) went to a couple,
Gale Landman and Mary Kay
Carlson; 1st prize (new) Maprilyn
Emter; 2nd prize (new) David
Britton. Judges, who found it
difficult to decidgdon winners
from the many+€lever costumes,
were Z\'_grs_ Kenneth Bush, Mrs.
Ed. Nor@heim, Sr., and Mrs,
Jack Louwa.
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first constitutional conv in | quickly tells us Farfetched this

Need Of Constitution - compurison i The Minncyfs B

The League of Women Voters, | stitution was not writters an at-
| - 1o T e o .
Conveniien Sgressed is marking the day by informing | mostphere of thoughful deliberation.
: Lo - - - 3 = : 1 8 s
the people in local communities | Instead, it was written in haste (in
of the need for calling a new order to achieve statehood) by a
2 g

By League Of voters constitutional convention, | convention, split in two by bitter
[ / ”/ \‘{'I

3 partisan strife.
4 A =
|  Governor Freeman Has procliamed

| Friday, May 25. “Constitution D:

Mrs. Den Honetschlager, sfate re-|

Soutee ohairman 6F the Afton-Lake- “A  conference committee of
10 men wrote our state constitu-
tion in 10 days. And then, two
copies had to he made becanse
the Republicans and Democrats
would not sign the same doeu-
ment., There are -over 300 differ-
ences in the two versions, and
no one, even today, knows which

| This proclamation is on the anniy land League of Women \“1"'_!"“‘ _p”]'”‘_ |
sary of the day the territorial gover- out that the state constitution 1is|
‘ 2 G rears Thile this
nor signed the Bill calling Minneso:| 1OW 99 years old. While thi: ‘f“f-i
automatically “bad,

she says, it does suggest that a
systematic review of its contents |
might be in order, This is a part of |
“keeping up-to-date.” [ :
‘“Many persons think of Minneso- R R COrTectaoHe.

!\:REA Clipping Bureau a's constitution as comparable to “Not everyone in favor of consti-

835 Palijce Bldg,, Minneapolis 1 our federal Constitution which has | tutinal revision agrees on all the
HUTCHINSON LEADER been changed only 22 times,” Mrs.|changes, but changes, lots of them,
MAY 2 4 1956 Honetschlager explained. "“Eistory | have been suggested. The League of

=

| Women Voters believes that a con-

Noto - stitutional convention would he the

most efficient and best method of

accomplishing the needed changes."

‘Constitution Day’ ' ‘ 4
Observance Slated y

B 99-Year Old Document
Frida
day, May 25 Women Voters Push Citizen Supporf

ville Freeman. | For Revision Of Stafe 60n5$£#3?5@n

The day marks the anniversar
of the day the territorial governo
signed into law a hill ealling Min e ; : " : :
nesota’'s first, and onlv. consti man as ‘“Constitution Day'" to|Morningside wunit, which re

Friday is Minnesota Constitution
Day by proelamation of Gov. Or

Tomorrow is the day desig- Day in the 50th and France dis
nated by Gove r Orville Free-|triet, A representalive of the

tutional convention in 1857. | ¥ draw Minnesota citizens' at-|cently joined the Edina League, _ MEA Clipping Bureau
With the observance of Con- |J}|tention ta their state constitu-|will distribute them { tth 835 Palace Bldg., Minneapolis 1
stitution Day, the Hutchinson tion, now 99 vears old and a-|and France. The red, te and RICHFIELD NEWS
League of Women Voters will mended 80 times. blue tags contain i .
join with Leagues throughout | 2 on the old constitution and M > '
the state in calling attention to Edina League of Women point out advant MAY
their project of working for re- Voters will take part in act- s i - Date
378 s . " 2P s T4 . one.
vision of the Minnesota consti- ivities which tie-in with a ;
tution. Mrs. Walter Norton is state-wide proar i . e
= s ate-wi program to inform |,. . RS L ¥ K " P I
the constitution chairman for lish a speakers reau whict itte rociaims
the Hutchinson League of Wo- will be available to FEdina

] 2y . s "
men Voters. | /of the need for a Constitution groups and organizalions in cgns‘hl’u"’ﬁn Day

2 ¢ Convention to revise the pre- - :
Women attending the eounty . teresied in learning the faels = .
: i : terested in learmng S Mayor Fred Kittell has pro-

wide Le ue meeting last Wednes sent model. n the revision. Mrs. Donald R 3 = i . :
day at Hutchinson had a previev |§| The Edina League wil TeslowoL. 5640 ] ot dive clatmed May 25 a5 Conctitpuien
of the tags calling for constitu j 3 | Day in Richfieid. The Minnesota
tional revision which will be dis ! State Constitutional Convention
tributed on Friday. | pill was sigried on May 25, 1857. |

The e-,"i,’_:i:_a.'ll constitutional con The Richfield League of Wo-
I\'nm:.‘-nn h,l. 1857 was called a “roar i ‘oters will have a window
lf:.‘-.:”J.-n'l:t.-’ 1:__\'.;:5‘11 i ‘rn I‘._".':_lrh' I"r::l ; : | dis v in the J.C. Penney Co.,|
.;:i{:~'||l||':“.'1|JJI‘.‘_'-. ':]’!_‘_.'.]'1_'],_I_L]'I”"' 3 Ilri:’; 66th and Nicollet from the 25th |
and w :-:1,'1'._??’.‘:1:: involved. The con to the 28th of May. Tllq 190 yea
S an. Pin ke Rt an e | old costume which will be on|
L committes of 10 men ip 10 dav: | displa s been loaned to thf'll
and has sinee been amended 8 | League by the Minnesota Histor-
times. ! | ical Society. J

/

The Edina League will estab-

the people in each community

I{.rihulv tags onstitution|is in ch: of arraizements.
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et i

| oig ¥ . e “ printed during 1857 while the st'tfekfers;y/of the day the terri‘t'onal!t
Sfa te ConSTlfutlon Copﬁes Constitutional Convention was in|goverfior of Minnesota signed the!
. session. A hand-made child’s dress|bill calling for the first Consti- |

worn by rt H, Vine, father of 'Iltlunaf Convention. (s

TO Be Disp!a}[;’ed Friday r'H‘l\lm funeral director, may be| i

i
Constitution Day is being ob-|
served by communities throughout|3
a result of a procla-
ov. Orville Freeman.
a McQuillan has urged
to note this 99th anni- |

Copies of Minnesota's original be noted. Photograp
constitution, a plat of 1857 Roch-|tories of George Head, founder
ester and an autographed busi-| Rochester, and David Olmsted,
ness directory of Rochester in whom the county is named,
1865 are some of the featured| will be in the trailer.
items to be displayed Friday in
observance of Constitution Day
here.

School children thre

Sponsored by the Rochester will be mrl.cuhul
League.of Women.Natess-and the|the rocking chair used i \

'”nlSlLd County Historical Society,| Edna Emerick when \ MEA Clipping Bureau

the public display will be housed|young girl. Miss Emerick was the 835 Palace Bldg., Minneapolis 1

in a trailer on Second St. SE just t person to receive a diploma| T

off South Broadway, It will be|from Rochester high school. A EDINA&%%?{TEI%GSIDE

open without charge from noon to|of interest is the buffa ‘.u robe used "

9 p.m. by Dr. C. E. Fawcett of Stewart-| MAY 24 1956 j’
Copies of the constitution have|ville in the 186 1 bl ¥ e

been loaned to Rochester by the|twin dolls with china heads dating 99-Y€‘Of Old D .
! och y = C I
archives of the State of Minne- Pack to 1851 Pedinen

sota. They were photostated from| Exhibited also will be 1al | wf & V P ? ( 5

the original long-hand copies of{map of Rochester in 1 nd a omcn 9#9:"5 usi i’ll&ﬁ Upﬂﬂ”
the Minnesota constitution drawn!photogray f the city as it look- F

up at\\the Constitutional Conven-|ed in those days; one of f 0r REV'S}@" Of Sija;e foﬁstgti}?!%
tion ofV 1857. Since the originals warranty deeds i d in this coun-|g Tomorrow is the day desig-lon the re 1. Mrs, Donild R
were written by two separaté fy after Minnes [nated by Governor Orville Free-Teslow :,.-" S K e _If“.'.‘- P
groups of clerks, discrepancies. it photostatic copies B ||man as “Constitution Day” tolis in charse 'r’. . .",._h“,[, m S
both punctuation and wording ca Jowsnal and the Oronoco Couri | draw Minnesota  cilizens’  atl—eoe St B g EEBRECIPHLS o

(tention to their state constitu-
tion, now 99 years old and a- MEA Clipping Bureau

| me -, ) times 835 Palace Bldg., Minneapolis 1
MEAOHPDIng Bureay nded 80 times. I

335PalaceBldg-.Minneapo]is1 I' Edina League of Women W’ELLS }IIRROR
ALEXANDRIA ECHO || Voters will taKeparTin act.
ivities which tie-in with a
'\1 MAY 2 4 ?956 state-wide program to inform Date
Ddt(‘_;__ i !| the people in each community ; -—
e . 3 : e || of the need for a Constitution LEAGUERS AT WORK
o : ; f Convention to revise the pre-
sent model. Four men‘.har:'s *of the Wellg League
The Edina League will dis.l | °f Women Voters attended a biennial
tribute tags on . Consti -..1:(.:[1. ""mm’j.l ]“"‘J&"Iil}g of the state League
Day in the 50th and France dis- iu_ Minneapolis !;1.«1 ThLu'sda‘\'.'\‘iVIay
trict. A representative of the 17, :s.t_th»:_-Il,t::mm:_u't(m Hotel. Those
Morningside unit, which re- attending 11.'“”' the loeal !{_e:iguo were
Mrs. Manville Oren, Mus. IIOH‘
Stussy, Mrs, Maynard Heitr negp #and
Mrs. James Murry. Among® the
speakers they heard were Governor
Orville Freeman and Mrs., Basil
Young, president of the state League
of Women Voters. They also attend-
; ad . ed shop talks and enjoyed a clever
_ The Edina League will estab- mystery skit on ‘“‘constitutional re-
lish a speakers’ bureau which vision” put on by the St. Paul league.
Will 'be available to Edina Look in Ovren’s Clothing Store win-
groups and organizati_ns in. dow for a display concerning “Con- |
terested in learning the facts stitution Day"” May 25. Also watch
for posters on this subject,

Ten members of the board of the
League of Women Voters met in the
committee room-of the Peoples State
Bank for a business session on Tues-

} [cently joined the Edina League.
§|will distribute them at d44th
and France, The red, white and
|| blue tags contain information
on the old constitution and
Is)nim. out advantages of a new
one,

Mrs. M, M, O'Hoito, a member of the Aiexandria League of Wo-
men Voters, is shown above putting a “New State Consfifufion for
Minnesofa” tag on Mayor Lee Hewett's lapel, The League of Women :
Voters is promoting revision of the clumsy, outmoded present con- day, May 22.
stitution. Similar tags were atlached to D'l'ﬁ‘d.y\;-‘irir! Dairy and Carl-
son Dairy milk bottles delivered to Alexandria homes today and to-
morrTow.
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streamlined constitu-
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The other ur - units
swing into action, on specified
dates between now and gen-
eral election day, to strike
their blows for the same
cause, each in its own manner
and with its own unique idea,
The League guns will con-
tinue barking until the dust
of political battle lifts on the
eve of election day!
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Tomorrow has beefi proclaimed
|State Constitution Dgy in Brainerd
Yoo .by Mayor Levi Johnson.
fication be des i The special day is being promot-

jed by The League uf Women Vot-
(ers, which is—supporting revision
| of the constitution.
In recognition of the day the
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Constitution Week. As good
C ens, we are supposed to give consid-
eration to the importance of constitu-
iions.

Constitution Week in Minnesota has
particular significance. It is encouraging,
indeed, to find the local League of Women
Voters doing its capable best to draw pub-
lic attenmtion™to the problems of govern-
ment. in Minnesota direetly attributable
to our present state constitution. A word
of commendation for the Duteh Girl
Dairy and Carlson’s Dairy is also in order,
for these two firms have agreed to at-
tach “A New State Constitution” tags to
every bottle of milk deliv to Alex-
andria homes today and tomorrow.

These tags 'are being provided by the
League of Women Voters and carry a
brief but pointed nmessage concerning the
need for revision of the state canstitution.

The League is pressing hard for a con-
stitutional convention to consider revi-
sions. But it is working for first things
first. And the first thing which must be
done is to mobilize public opinion to a
point of strength where it convinces re-
caleifrant state senators that the people
have the right to vote on whether a con-
stitutional corvention should be called.

Consider for a moment the fact that
Minnesota’s constitution is 100 years old,
that it was written in haste in order to
achieve statehood, that it was split in two
by partisan differences, that it was actu-
ally written by%nly ten men in only ten
days and that two copies had to be made
because the Republicans and the Demo-

This

Fa

red

o
11

A

Let The People Speak On Constitutional Revision

crats wouid not sign the same document.

[t has been pointed out that there are
more than 300 differences in the two ver-
sions, and no one, even today, knows
which is the correct version.

If the people are allowed to vote for
constitutional convention and the vote is
favorable, then the following session of
the legislature will set up the machinety
for the election of delegates to the consti-
tutional convention. The year after that
delegates would be elected and the vear
after that the convention may complete
its deliberations so that in the following
session. of the legislature arrangements
could be made for a ratification vote.

r'{. What would new state constitution
(offer? Well, in a nutshell, here are a few

a

a

| of the good things which could come out
| of a conscientious revision: :

1. It could give Minnesotans more for
| their taxes; 2.1t could give both the ex=
ecutive and legislative branches power
equal to their responsibility; 3. It could
organize the judicial branch more effici-
ently; 4. Itcould enforee 1‘&&}31)0130%
Lment: 5. Most important; it eould give
| counties, towns and eities more self-gov-
ernment.

Amending the cowistitutiom will not
solve the problem. The constitiition has
been amended 80 times in 100 years—
and it is still a wasteful and inefficient
document. Only revision, after conscien-
tious study and discussion, ecan give Min-
nesota what it needs most today—an up

| to date, streamlined and efficient con-
stitution. —J.C.O.

1171

r)ressed in an outfit nearly as outdated,
League of Women. WVoters,
Jester detcepts a League tag f
doss looks on.
noded constituti

on and get a good bu
lisirtbraded by s : S

of arficles on this topic on page 2 of this issue.)

claims the Deephaven
as the state constitution, Mrs. Joseph
rom Mrs. Frank Blessing as Mrs. Robert
The tags which stress “Trade in Minnesota’s out-
with a new one,” are being |
‘ League members as part of their project to inf
the public on the need for a new constitution. (See first in a seri
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I'his is Constitution Week. As good
citizens, we are supposed to give consid-
eration to the importance of constitu-
110NS.

Constitution Week in Minnesota has
particular significance. It is encouraging,
indeed, to find the local League of Women
Voters doing its capable best to draw pub-
lic attemtion=to the problems of govern-
ment. in Minnesota directly attributable
to our present state constitution. A word
of commendation for the Duteh Girl
Dairy and Carlson’s Dairy is also in order,
for these two firms have agreed to at-
tach “A New State Constitution” tags to
every bottle of milk delivered to Alex-
andria homes today and tomorrow.

These tags are being provided by the
League of Women Voters and carry a
brief but pointed niessage concerning the
need for revision of the state constitution.

The League is pressing hard for a con-
stitutional” convention to consider revi-
sions. But'it is working for first things
first, And the first thing which must be
done is to mobilize public opinion to a
point of strength where it convinces re-
calcitrant state senators that the people
have the right to vote on whether a con-
stitutional ‘cordvention should be called.

Consider for a moment the fact that
Minnesota’s constitution is 100 years old,
that it was written in haste in order to
achieve st;ﬂe}&c‘):)d. that it was split in two
by partisan differences, that it was actu-
ally written by%nly ten men in only ten
days and that two copies had to be made
because ‘the Republicans and the Demo-
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Let The People Speak On Constitutional Revision

erats wouid not sign the same document.

[t has been pointed out that there are
more than 300 differences in the two ver-
sions, and no one, even today, knows
which is the correct version.

If the people are allowed to vote for a
constitutional convention and the vote is
tavorable, then the following session of
the legislature will set up the machinery
for the election of delegates to the consti-
tutional convention. The year after that
delegates would be elected and the vear
after that the convention may complete
its deliberations so that in the following
session. of the legislature arrangements
could be made for a ratification vote.

“ What would a new state constitution
{offer’_’ Well, in a nutshell, here are a few
| of the good things which could come out

of a conscientious revision: X
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Jressed in an outfit nearly as outdated,
League of Women. Vaters,
Jester dccepts a League ag from Mrs. Frank Blessing as Mrs, Robert
Hdoss looks on. The tags which stress “Trade in Minnesofa’s out.
noded constitution and get a good buy with a new one.”

!isir{'but:ed by League
the public on the need for a new constitution.
>f articles on this 1opic on page 2 of this issue,)

claims the Deephaven
as the state constitution, Mrs,

members as part of their project
(See first in a seri




Lribune

MEA Clipping Bureau
835 Palace Bldg., Minneapolis 1

ROBBINSDALE POSF

MHI{
Date_

~ &

Streamlining of T
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3 - S At g U ed b Freeman S“f’HE’M wgs JOJ_:‘L
Mepgwer of The Assoclated Press rg y e SGDIAJQ 4
i B i Grnarlratine - = y
e suse Chrstuial Cltewdon Gov. Orville 1. Freeman told Pl H S .\n,
: i the Rol 1sdale Business Men's AT o0
lassociation last Tuesday at Louie's 5 p"“’!‘_f H
! Log Cabin that he favors a gen-
> €1 revision of the Minnesota _ = ATy
CQHS’:HﬂtiC}ﬂ state constitution that is nearly a4 o '19pE3[-0D ._.__r.T-:-'.ﬂ:

100 yvears old. pl”

May 25 has been. designated 'd ! BIg * 2Zng Pl
Jﬁ@d% ( hg}&g”“'“’ Minnesota Constitution Day. The 'PUr YIe3 "“"”'["-)
Minnesota League of Women Vot- } 23 ."_-‘ ““‘1"' AL "GT ABIA 1o
ers and olher groups-interested in ?2 An-£j] ur jred j00} oym s
pood-government are making an NdW IHY JHIH dIHNLOI4
lespecial effort to bring to the at-
advancing age has created tention of the pecple of our
certain basic facts about our
iconstitution, the governor poir
out.

The governor told how the con-
stitution was framed during the
heated days that just preceded
the c¢ivil war. Two conventions
went to work to draft a constitu-
t1<,n each claiming to be the prop-
ier, official body. But when they
learned that their disagreen :
might result in a failure lr] the
altemptl to secure Minnesota’s ad-
mission as a state — something
\thiey boh wanted—they decided to
compfomise,

Each convention selected a com-
mittee of five. The 10 men work-
ed together, for about 10 days,
and composed the drwit that be-
came our constitution. Each con-
vention, then, separately adopted
a r:qpv_nf _lh;;! _<Erat’1—su t.}ha1 re- MEA Clip#ing Bureau
SANGIESS F’I“\“”“‘i’}‘ "”“ﬁ“‘;gm 1{"-‘ 835 Palace Bldg,, Minneapolis 1

C 1ally proper body, he Fi' i i

1 tion and .L:{Ie':Lc:'.'lrJr)(l.1‘.'0:1|(_5 OWATONNA DAILY

seeure, PEOPLES PRESS

Many sta constitutions pro- (Morningand \,und'ﬂ)

The League of ) n Volers of Min- vide for an automatic considera- Date WA ) .\Jd_
tion, every 10 or 20 years, of B
nesota, s B whether the constitution should be £ 1
statesmen, organizations and state leaders revised. Qurs c¢ontain no such pro- Wor“ten Voier L{.’C'f. U
vision. It has been amended 79 ] npaif
times, but even with these amend- SfGl’fS L p C Al
changes in Minnesota’s constitution which ments it has failed to keep up
: with the rapidly changing needs
of modern society.
the obsolete sections, and make changes Now so many parts of it have
become obsolete, contradictory,
and inadeguate to meet govern-
our state and our citizens. ment needs, that most of those
who have studied it believe it
needs a complete revision that
can be secured best by a consti-
tutional convention. Both politi-
cal parties are agreed on this need,
Such a revision would, of
course, keep our great bill of
rights, and the basic provisions
for sound, democratic government,

But it could eliminate those de-

fects which seriously hamper our

government today in the opinion
of the governor.
In 1947 e legislature provided

\L"J‘
\\

1231113
vilinnesc

a CENLUry oid

have gone on record as recommending

would bring it up late, alter some of

which will accrue to the hest interests of

vention.

recom-

constitution
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Streamlining of
State Government
Urged by Freeman

Gov. Orville L. Freeman {U]fl
the Robbinsdale Business Me 1S
association last Tuesday at Louie's

Loz Cabin that he favors a gen-
eral revision of the Minnesota
state constitution that is nearly
;[m vears old.

May 25 has been de o
Minnesota Constitution Day. The
Minnesota League of Wom Vot-

and other gr
government are mai
weeial effort to bring to
tention of the people of our
lcertain basic facts about our ctate

lers
good
.!

mps-interested in

constitution, the governor pointed
out.

The governor told how the con-
jstitution s framed during the
heated days that just preceded
the c¢ivil wa Two conventi
went to work to draft a cor
tion, ea claiming fo be the prop-

official body. But when they
at their dis eement

in
ta's

It in a fail
cure Mir

a state

unml
mission

cempfomise,

the
ad-
somethir ng

they boh w'lntul—thm decided to

Each convention selected a com-

The
for (.},mit

nittee of five.

ed fogether, 10

days,

10 men work-

and composed the di’vft that be-

came our constitution.
vention, then, separately
that »
might 1

a copy: of that draft—so
arﬂir.‘u'«: m

which ‘one
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Mdny state constitutions pro- (Morning angd ‘wnd.n)
vide for an automaiic considera- Date mAaL g 1930
ticn, every 10 or 20 vyears, of

whether the constitution should be
revised. Ours contain no such pro-
been amended 79
times, but even with these amend-
o keep up
the rapidly changing needs

vision. It has

ments it has failed

with

of modern society.

Now so many paris of it have

become obsolete, contradictory, oie: of
and inadeguate %o meet govern- B

ment needs, that most of those

who have studied it believe it pt

needs a complete revision that

can be secured best by a consti- na stores

tutional convention,

revision
keep our

Such a
course,
rights,
fer sound, democratic governmen
But

would,
great bill

Both -politi-
cal parties are agreed on this need.
of
of
and the basic provisions

it could eliminate those de-
fects which seriously hamper our

Each con-

adopted
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of the governor.
in 19 e provided
for commssion to = —

siate senate, in

defeated a bill which would

allowed the people to vote
rectly on whether to have

a constitutional convention. Thi
was a serious sef-back %o progres
toward beiter government.
defeat was apparenily brough
about by pressure from a
small mincrities who have
mterests under the present consti

the

ecommendations

1955,
have

di-
such

S
s

The

1

few
vested

Women Voter Lec ague

tution which they fear they might
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Onsutc

vided methods

ges in the 1

were needed. They foresaw
need to adapt the framework

'\Women Voters Elect New

but no revision by a convention

has ever been carried out. Bolh .
major political parties, many lcers o ear e egate
civic organizations, and numer- | ,
ous individuals have endorsed
the movement for constitutional EXCELS|0R | DEEPHAVEN
revision. | Members of the Excel " Two new officers and three di-
The League of Women Voters League of Women Vofers will rectors were elected Tuesday eve-
is to be commended for its ef- meet at the home 0 Rirs. Maurice | ning when members of the Deep-
forts to develop ir Eran.d Schanfield, league president, on haven Leag of Women Voters
support for this sortant move- Monday night, May starting attended their gnnual dinner meet-
ment to improve state at 8 p.m. The general meeting » at the Golden Valley Couniry
ment as Minnesota appro: - will replace the unit meetings + | elub. C rice presi-
the beginning of its secol \T]- St. Alban's Bay, Vine Hill and Ex- dent we rs, Charles North
tury as a Hié]\[‘i-, : celsior. while Mrs. irk ickersham is
v Very truly yours. e e N o the new treasurer. New clit's‘-.c.in.rs
e Highlight of the meeting will be | 530 Mrs. John Berkey, Mrs. Wil-
a report by Mrs, Harold Setnan |y4m Perry and Mrs. Robert D.
on the National Convention which | f145gs.

Date

Harold T. Hagg,

Bemidji, Minn.
she attended as a delegate. The tollowine the dinner the
ollowing t (il i €
To the Editor: e Council meeting will also|pegoue members saw a twenty
Approximately one hundred be reviewed. minute movie produced and nar-
years ago a Constitu 11 o -, ity rated by Edward R. Murrow on
. & - 3 : 1e ague [OLEers pervice| = 7 it .
vention drew up a i 1 ' : Peaceful Assembly and Free
s, : : 'ommittee has announced tha : : P Ll O !
ernment. for Minnes ! S o yeech. The 1956-1957 budget was
= : spe will be made s - - = ;
ol many amendments, we are i ¥ 3 -~ .| also adopted. In charge of ar-
still operating our state under : S S aw | rangements for the dinner were
the general plan J ated a 2 Mrs. Thomas Gardiner and Mrs.
century ago., The dom of the ‘d Hawley
Other officers and directors on

Friday, May 25.

depict the theme, “Off W th the
Old and On With the New"” in
keeping with the League's stand

original convention is apparent,
their work has served us well, the DBoard of the Deephaven
but it is timye fc T.ensue are the following: Mrs.
This fact Was been recogniz 3 i) G : g ff, president; Mrzcs.
. ..".I.U'I‘:I“'. : : ! -4 11y sald with|sst, first vice prééi-
ties, by a majc  of politieal I.'\]. Lk. PN : “ONSU-] fy4¢ 1. that Th sresent [lobert Beckman, jsecs
science and public administra-| ' S dsEET B Constitution could probably bel|directors, Mrs. Sel-
tion expertis both in and out « = ; e T ORI ister, Mrs. Ben Skank,
the state se ' 3 : ' e : - |leph Jester.
Bar Associatio s Lo P RO R 1”7 arrangement, that something be- V,
ommending for vears a reforma- t is easy to underst: the old necessaril
tion of our court system which | F 10 : vested i rest| Mmean thatiit i1s 1woded, and if
would require constitutional | group but i harder to under-| 1€ Legislature has !‘I{;L\l;ikua al

respect

by both our major poli

change. st he second It is alw .| affirm e position with
Opposition to ¢ seems to 1 incon- : tional revision it is be-

arise from two major sources: a t vf lividuals wl ¢ 16 aAvVers: legislator js;

comparatively small grouj I the 1 t improve in ) eon ]y satfisfied in hi

e 3 L : ; 7 20 the reslts
vested interests who recelve a|f ¢ ; I ]| ! ind of the result
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h ] amend-"wimoded - when' “i{ requires a
to the Constitution 1 itl member of the State Senate to
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on revision they
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Very druly yours;
Leonard R. Dick
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The framers of the Z\[h“\ll(.‘sﬂiil
constitution in 1857 wisely pro-
vided methods for making chan-
ges in the constitution as
were needed. They foresaw the
| need to adapt the framework of
governmentl o changing circum-
stances. Many amendments to
the constitution have been made
but no revision by a eonvention

they |

has ever been carried out. Both |

major political parties, many
civic organizations, and numer-
ous individuals have endorsed
the movement for constitutional
revision.

The League of Women Voters
is to be commended for its ef-
forts to develop interest and
support for this important move-
ment to improve govern-
ment as approaches|

state

Minnesota

{ "".i';'_,

;-/,);_heginning of its second cen-
5, @ L oasiate.
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|\|Women Voters Elect New
. Officers; Hear Delegate

L EXCELSIOR '

il Members of the Excelsior

)| League of Women Voiers will|
I| meet at the home OF Mrs. Maurice |

}| Schanfield, league president, on

|| Monday night, May 28, starting|
llat 8 pm. The general meeting

will replace the unit meetings for |
|| St. Alban’s Bay, Vine Hill and Ex-
|| celsior.

Highlight of the meeting will be |
a report by Mrs. Harold Setnan
on the National Convention which |
she attended as a delegate. The
State Couneil meeting will also
be reviewed.

The League’s Vofers Service
Committee announced that
special displays will be made in
| the windows of local stores in
observance of Constifution Day,
Friday, May 25. The dismﬁ Wil
|| depict the theme, “Off With the
|| Old and On With the New” in
keeping with the League's stand
t | for the need of a new state con-
| | stitution.

has

Members of the committee in-
" | clude Mrs, John G. Schmitt, Mrs.
¢ | Everett Clauson and Mrs. J. F.
| Saulon,

| liam

DEEPHAVEN

Two new officers and three di-
rectors were elected Tuesday eve-
ning when members of the Deep-
haven League of Women Voters
attended their annual dinner meet-
ing at the Golden Valley Country
club. Elected as second vice presi-
dent was Mrs. Charles North
while Mrs. Kirk Wickersham Iis
the new treasurer. New directors
are Mrs. John Berkey, Mrs. Wil-
Perry and Mrs. Robert D.
Hoss.

Following
League

the dinner, the
members saw a twenty

| minute movie produced and nar-

rated by Edward R. Murrow on
Peaceful Assembly and Free
Speech. The 1956-1957 budget was
also adopted. In charge of ar-
rangements for the dinner were
Mrs. Thomas Gardiner and Mrs.
Baird Hawley.

Other officers and directors on
the Board of the Deephaven
League are the following: Mrs.
Nicholas Duff, president; Mrs.
Walter Angrist, first vice prefi-
dent; Mrs. Robert Beckman, Jfsec=
retary; and directors, Mrs. Sal-
yvards Hofmeister, Mrs. Ben Shfink,
and Mrs. Joseph Jester.

rs

‘ For several days before

| May 25, 1956

Coming Event,s'

tasssssnsswnanensananasezansfuxy

FRIDAY, MAY 25 the League

of Women Volers will sponsor a

childpess parade at 4 p.m,

in
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GROUPS SEEK TO REVISE DOCUMENT—

Today Observed As anesofa Constitution Day

Q. How old is our consti- A. U. S. senator to be|throughout the state in the|those who da not vote at all on / No. Hennepin and Ram-
tution? lected "y the Leg ture, same manner as the memt amendm t, in effect, are | sey counties plus Duluth would
= F

» A 01

the Minnesota House of counted as "“no’ votes. ien elect only 38 per cent

resentatives, Q. In what way is our con-|the Legislature.
Q Has the Legislature stitution said to establish an . Have any Midwesl states
i f egislat

..Q. Is mot a constitutional 3 C 1wt be suspend od. | it e P e TRat st over-rigid system of govern- ['{\:1ilp.‘n't'inm-rf n_‘-:-vn{l_\ g
| * P -] '

ler documents older. : e payments

convention a very rare oc- state-i kK notes are con- ment? . Yes, Sinece 1950 Illinois,
currence? A. Yes. In 1947 it set up the . By being filled with de-|Michigan, South Dakota and
vote only in|Minnesota Constituti i each which ecannot be| .,.,\m have reapportione
li Y 0l board elec-|mi n w 1 after months of |changed except by amendment. |} 1 2
48 |tions. study recommended 4 *|'These details make the

t Do any organizations | changes and the c¢ g of alconstitution nearly three times
Q. How many times has the [favor revision? | convention, as long as the federal constitu-|

r_'un-.l|11:.1trlu1 been amended? . A. Yes. ‘.-’\I”.;-JI‘." hem ai h Q. Why cannot Minnesotans tion. ) .
y-two t 3 i J || DFL, the GOP ’ p ). The constitution states,
brief federal con-|of Women Voters he proud of its convention of wppe sentati in  both

. representation in
Q. Who would be the mem-| 18577 houses shall be apportioned
i bers of a constitutional conven-| A Tha delegates were ¢ | equally throughout the different
Lo years, tion? ed hurriedly. some : . |sections of the state, in propor-
Q. \ ame one obsolete pro- A. The members would: he Large numbers of tion to the population.” Has this
vision in the constitution. elected from the d‘-"f.,,"iCTS:“.(,r'ﬂ poorly repre: been complied with?
| ¥ T ” X ] been no
Var split the c sinece iE‘-’I?_."':.
two nrese |11 "u‘. |\ (&}
roh Ihl 1011 ar
2 were hot i
from the b
constitution wi people, l I ;
y Q. If Minnesota redrew the
SOME them. ey 835 Pﬁﬁﬁcgizgmﬁﬁﬁz‘;zuo“sl Q. Ml_’””f“ ,”f‘ ""f{"\ ”'“'_”"”f IiIH?‘i of its districts, wounld nol
Q. o, What is the chief objec- ) : point out that if a state has a the cities “control” the state?
tion tolthe Minnesota constitu- : R{)CHESTER detailed constitution it must,
tion? DAILY POQ_T_B[iLLETIN also, have an easy amending
<, It sets up a rigid, bulky ﬁ vcning} process. '])m‘u our constitution
gystemol government which | Date_ M 42_;’ meet this requirement?
not. been le adjust it L}_b____ ; ]
Ho meet changing conditions, I nated from
= > state. In

% L & : SUEVED o
ﬁg% R : o &}'I.T:If‘!lldl‘nCiTil me 'I‘ur. was m
| : Bl Rifficult, Today, the votes

CO‘\SFIILIIIO‘\}' DAY YXHIBIT—(,h.:rEa(. Collins, a third grader at St. Francis School, and ‘mc Louis
| Murphy of the Rochester Leaghewof*Women Voters are shown abme looking over some of the
early historical items of the city that are being displayed today in a trailer on 2nd St. SE at South
Broadway in observance of Constitution Day. Sponsors of the exhibit, which is free and open to
the public until 9 p.m. today, are the Olmsted County Historical Society and the League of Women

| Voters. (Post-Bulletin photo)
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Letters to the Editor

(The Post-Bulleiin Invites readers Short have prcqﬁ-n:c-d
their opinions on mat- | i %
public interest throngh the
to the Editor column, 5t
are. mare  interesting,
the right Lo condense lelters is
served, Letters must bear the ey ey e e A ae
aature. and sddress of the writer onierence comnutiee:
-,":“}"”j-‘ mous Ieiters will not be pub- |(admit that the constitution
Jisaed.) r - .
perfect. The important ques

Twao '‘Original’ State {now, however, is to adopt pe
fully some constitution, wha

™~ T e H 3
Constitutions on DISPIGV it may contain, and to get
To the Editor: Gov. Orville/sota into the Union as qu

documented ' articles

iments made. by

n has proclaimed today!
‘onstitution Day in Minnesota, It
years ago, on May 25, Two 1';1'01153 of
that Henry Sibley, territori-jcalled *‘origina
Minnesota, signed|SOn reveals
the first Con-/PY
From thig{ancies 1n | : -
came our P.,‘,qem con- 107'5,'3”1;1]5.\ zlr‘u.{}l_ equal \Ia||Jf
z hastily pieced together :.w:efc!'? no one Imuu;.c tod
in order to finnesota into the a(‘..tly what _.\'.':1.&'_,'11‘.'(] is the
Union as quickly as possible. .-.\I:Pne'cﬁi:-‘_ Constitution.
N oday residents
iL((“‘ _N':a\'r_a}; (_.'}iauue f\icQu':l- have the upr}u- Snites
: o nat i
"!;11;' s-;;n‘ficmcc tostatic copies,
e e LAl chives of the
‘and acquaint them-|r, o f the two
the 5”-",‘-‘_}"-’52"1 L |state  Constitutic
ate Constitution. display in a
to the 1857 con-/2nd/St. SE i
they actual-\Many other
info two conven- terest and S]"1|Iu|
I ¢1|‘r1 the!period also ‘are
I itjall r
conve ./the chi
up separate tage of I
ot reach any more about our
{ v, @ con-/Minneso !
ence committee of only 10 men er will be open
nally appointed to do the Mrs

ijob. In a littl&, over one week Ro

these men drew Wp our Minneso-

- ' AR L] T 1 .
ta. Constitution. Folitical histori-

{ans William Anderson and Lloyd
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Many Know Too Little
About Con/ﬂutzon

To the Ldlt(}l': Yesterday
was Constitution day. Most
" us know far too little
bout our state constitution.
s is verified by the fact

t in most every session
sislature bills are

(introduced calling for
amendments or outright re-
|‘\-'f."|!0:.. :

! There have been many
| amendments to the constitu-
tion and it can be said with
justification that it could be

ised ewritten. Never-
fact that some-

i does not
| it 1s outmc ;mt.
lature 1 1
| atively 1
sion it

e et 1S not satis-

1 in his own mind of the

ults that would come

I:[r'r,:m rewriting it,

The railroads perhaps
have been the strongest op-

| ponents of sion.

not too many years

that the railroads were i

Serious financial position.

is assumed that they oppose
ion on the ass 1

that a new constitution

would raise the gross earn-

ings tax rate on railroad

LJL\I'AIL
But there are many out-
moded sections in the pres-
ent constitution. I think the
t is outmoded in its
ient that a member
ate must
7 four full

in which the nunera-
s been increased dur-
erm of the person
: seek office.
This is s t illustra-
13‘.’f| T § - L T o JL‘.) ;JL'I"‘
sonally affect a situation of
my i
‘Constitutional revision, to
properly understood and
epted by members of the
| legislature, will have to be
| explained in a way that ‘\-I\-'EII
assure them that by voting
for revision they are voting
for better governmgnt. —
Leonard R. Dickingon, for-
mer state senatorf Bemidil,
Minn.
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Jh:;r iation and outright discrep persons e nced in state problems from theless, the fact that some-
incies in wording. Both e LoF T G- 08 ! . I} I\t old di”t‘; n]ﬂt i
¢ + ' it is outmoded. If the

eman has proclaimed toda

Constitution Day in Minnesota. ]L

ernor of Minnesota, signec
calling for the first Con-
Convention. From
convention came our pI't"'
_\'i*L.[E:m. hast pieced tog soHy oAk (a5 sl T e : Sl
P .| &CLl ¥hdl was an S e legal 1t8 Dasic EOoOd- Drovisiol 1 £ - .
s ¢ Minnesota into the Minnesota Cc :.51'.1[5:-,:1],3 ] i weed out the mnonessential andj n it is because th av r:r
Today residents of 0 r lator is not satis-
Locally, Mayor Claude McQuil-|, o 1o OBROIrLaRIt o B e ememnlichad in a thoroush. intellicentil | fied in his own mind of the
lan has urged Rochester citizens|gopatio m_"' e e e lelepenias seadeatiay tional conell | results that would come
to lake note ol the significance| .pivas of the State of Minneso Ity 3 -y : LN 7| | from rewriting it.
day and acquaint mc.m-m‘ of the two “originals™ of ous o e Bl ey e iy The railroads perhaps
vith the proposed revisions state ‘o: stitution=  Thev sk daffe SRy WS L P have been the strongest op-
i State (‘L'_it'l.‘ifiiLl‘LitJi‘..” (“SPJ-‘J‘ in y railer '.\: ed I n -' 0 i I _' 7 .:: '}'_‘a().'-'lE'l":_‘i {'Jf: I \_'is;je_jﬂ_ It was
After delegates to the 1857 con-|2nd/ St. | if Broadwa e e 05 & chance 188 2 ° P2 Ml not too many years back
ention were elected they actual-'Many other items of historical in : 2 O WIS LIRS P i S B that the ilroads were in a
broke down into two conven-|terest and sienifi v ‘to’ tha a convention. HE L ERRIS BAUEGE ARk phe |5~'Lf]'i!JL1.\I financial position. It
s, the Republican and thelperiod a are o lay. I urg horize a referendum on Lt 0 | is assume H E'“_‘ oppose
ratic, each mainta 7 itfall residents of Ol _ - for y DSepsaan petaseny, T Lha evision o1 assumption
the only legal convention.ithe childrer too. to : R is no ji ication for denying the vofe "'_ at a new constitution
faction drew up separateitage of this opp 1 ' | their opportunity fo say Yes oOr no on : raise the gross earn-
and could not reach any|more about our ic ¢l ar anvention t sal, ] ax rate on railroad
"'unf"-..'.;-tﬂ.rl_‘.'. a con-|{Minnesota Con ail seaders of both the D t i I /
iittee of only 10 men!er will be open until 9 pim. Renublican parties favor constitutional re- Jut there are many out-
appointed to do the Mrs. R. Drew N vision. ~Governor Freatnan. has deseribed moded sections in the pres-
a ‘Jtll{‘ over one week Rocl v, Minm I_ : benefits 1o be gained { ent constitution, 1 thin the
."uac men dréw W our Minneso- vice p ¢ S R N N ey wer | | document is outmoded in its
ta. ‘Constitution. Folitical histori- eague of Womer i nted | | requirement that a member
ans William Anderson and Lloyd Voters =S | ; of the state senate must
" MEA Clippin 0OU * i i i : four full
S Felmonite pes i di i | el rears before seeking an of-
THIEF RIVEstudents of goves - . || fice in which the remunera-
T vocaf iis reform, The-next Legislatuie i 1§ been increased dur-
term of the person
ring to seek the office.
ESSITY FOR. | This is one slight illustra-
I found to per

e tion which
(P J ! -
-ONSTITUTION sonally affect a situation 1{

org no one knows today e tutior § iz an ovex L R { ":'1”—‘ h‘“ m[ 4

{Union as quickly as possible.

Falls Gazette

my OWIl.
‘Constitutional revision, to
Ritating yor be properly understood and
convention (¢ accepted by members of the
(tlons Thus | legislature, will have to be
R 2 explained in a way that will
but actuajly | assure them that by voting
for revision they are voting
for better governmgnt. —
Leonard R. Dm!\mﬁon for-
mer state senatond’ Bemidjl,

Minn,

Demi
nave 'a
innesota
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STATE ‘OF MINNESOTA

Executive Department

A Proclamation For
MINNESOTA CONSTITUTION DAY

Whereas, May 25 marks the anniversary of the day on
which the governor signed the original bill calling
for a Constitutional Convention in Minnesota, and

Whereas, Our state constitution, now nearly a century old,
no longer provides the best up to date framework
for a state government that could insure the maxi-
mum efficiency, economy and responsibility to the
people of Minnesota, and

Whereas, the League of Women Voters and other leading
citizens interested in better governmen are
-‘."Tl}_‘,'(if.{t"rll in an effort to give to all citizens of our
state an understanding of the importance of our

need for constitutional revision,

Now, Therefore, I, Orville L. Freeman, Governor of the
State of Minnesota, do hereby proclaim May 25 as
Minnesota Constitution Day and urge all citizens
to study our state constitution in terms of the
problems and needs of today, and to give serious

T consideration to methods by which we, the people

of Minnesota, can best secure constitutional re-

vision in the interest of better government.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand

-

and caused the Great Seal of the State of Minnesota to be
affixed at the State Capitol this fourteenth day of May in
the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and fifty
six and of the State, the ninety-ninth.
ORVILLE L. FREEMAN
(zovernor
DONOVAN
Secretary of State




\L)\ld You Know

of Minnesota

That the legisla ture ®as consistently denied the people
their right to vote on whether or not

a constitutional convention should be called?

League of Women Voters of St. Cloud

Other People’s Opinions

“Let the People Have the Truth, and Freedom to Discuss It”

People’s Right To Decide

Editor Times:

Since May 25 has been designat-
ed Constitution day by Governor
Freeman, I would like to emphasize
the need for citizens to acquaint
themselves with the facts about
our Minnesota constitution. It is
almost 100 years old, but its in-
adequacy, mnot its age, keeps it
from meeting present needs. In the
first place, it was not drawn up
calmly or deliberately, but hastily
amidst great dissension. Those who
wrote it agreed that what it con-
tained didn’t matter; the important
thing was to get Minnesota into the
Union as quickly as possible, Is it
any wonder thdt‘thls document has
been amended 80\times?

A constitution should he a brief
.statement of fundamental principles
rather than a long, detailed one
filled with statutes that ought to
Ye left to the legislature to make.

Because ours does not live up to
this standard, it is riddled with
provisions that are obsolete and
ignored. For example, a section
provides that senators be elected
by the legislature (obsolete), and
another section provides for re-
apportionment every ten years
(ignored). It is muddled, cumber-
some, disorganized and inefficient.

A constitutional convention would
be the most desirable method of
revising our constitution to give us
more efficient, responsible, and
democratic government, This con-
stitution would represent the Will

of the people of Minnesita since |

the delegates to a eonstiutional con-
vention would be their duly eleeted
representatives.

Regardless of the pros and cons®

of revision, there can be no argu-
ment as to the right of the people

to decide whether or not a conven-*®

tion should be called. We in the

League of Women Voigrs bhelieve
that the people, if gi\/:': the facts,

can then on the bfisis of infors’

mation and conviction make their
decision if allowed the chance. So
far our legislature has refused to
give us this chanee; it is up fo each
of us to convince our legislators
that we want it.

Mrs. R. W. Newman

Constitutional Revision

Chairman

League of Women Voters

of St. Cloud.

“HRY 9 8 4}’:5/56

Moorhead Daily New

IVVomen Voters
:Work To Revise
'Constitution

{ In connection with the designa-
tion of last Friday as Minnesota
| Constitution Day, the Moorhead
Provisional League of Women.Vot-
| ers announces that their program
:;m' the coming year is revision of
[the state constitution, |

Mrs, Stanley Bristol, president |
|of the group, points out that the
much amended present constitution
contaings many ohsolete provisions
#@)d some which are no longer ob- |
served in practice. !

“We need to consider provisions |
| regarding the size of the legisla-|
: ture, the length and type of its ses- |
| sions, and reorganization of the ex-
ecutive, du*lminiqufal'i\-‘e, and judici-
ary m.tchme:y # Mrs. Bristol ex-
plained,

Members of the League will work
|t0\mtd dcquclintim: local citizens |
with ways in which desired changes
| could be secured. They suggest that
:' such changes could be effected
{ through adoption of an eu’inu:lgr
§ new  constitution or indj; idual |
lameéntments in sufficient ml i:lers

~osremedy the ills,
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SONSTITUTION DRY |

MAY 23 1950

Laggard Minnesota

THIS is Constitution day in Minnesota, the
anniversary of the signing in 1857 of the bill
calling the convention which gave the state
its constitution. That convention broke into
two .groups (Democrats and Republicans)
which met separately, each drawing up its
own constitution. Eventually the two fac-
tions got together on a compromise, the only

ARNMAAUSARY OF . Thek R THAL

constitution Minnesota has had.

The farcical behavior of the delegates and
the plain illegality of some of their actions
makes one of the most interesting chapters

T - i the st: : historv. -!.i'}' VOn - is that e

CONSTITUTION DAY MEXHIBIT—Charlie Collins, a third grader at St. Francis School, and Mrs. Louis l':”-m:!.'mci:--;'t :};LI;]:\ '\,_m;::,‘,:\;[]r]n:jm\'.]-lr;u] L\,:-t:q
| Murphy of the RocheSer League of Women Voters are shown above looking over some of the | hastily [.;;,:{.j”.'[} foratheiinia faur davs, waso't
| early historical items of the city that are being displayed today in a trailer on 2nd St. SE at South ,'\‘““.\'-.‘ IV R = gl ¢ ettt ba the case
| Broadway in observance of Constitulion Day. Sponsors of the exhibit, which is free and open to R T R ) 2 e
the public until 8 p.m. today, are the Olmsted County Historical Society and the League of Wornen _But that constitution isn't good enough (o
Votern . £Post-Bulletin photo) give modern Minnesota the most efficient

' , . sovernment, Amendmenfs have been ap-

proved from time to time, though this method
of improving the basic charter of the state
is cumbersome and uncertain. What 1is
needed clearly is a constitutional convention.

1 : of Women Voters of |

innesota is holdiAz TEeNngs all over the

state to call attention to constifutional re-

1 vision. Tags and window displays and pa-
rades are part of this push toward better

Women's League NEW U,II:S:S_!‘]O}}?:NE':.LIQ%I government. The 5;5&5'.‘-_’.]!’-'(1,[{'\'«." }.1.-1.~:hprepa|'_r:d
e i e B an excellent study of the constitution, “The

D!éf”bUfes TG‘gS Stegemann, Lynn Hendricks, Mar-| State You're In,” and is planning to publish

The\League of Women Votersini (Gislason, Jeanne Dm-_!n m, | a shorter version soon.
dist i*-.x‘ﬁcd";‘s?-ﬁ”‘Ja-;és in the down-| Sheryle Peterson, 1 Peter-| The Minnesota Citizens Constitutional
town section on Friday, whieh gon, Jean G tp - Bicky h?el_ committee, organized in the Twin Cities last

m - Secld PARE e vl CHloria np. - Sheri Christen-| T o oyt oy e T b
Gonstitution Day. The tags brink, Gloria Ipp, Sh ‘.'n“"m J'jl fall, recently was expanded to include all
was Constitutior ne Wesioan Mary Ka ~hmid, Mary Janej ) L e R 3 g R

; NRET R L R L B : : congressional dis s. This grou SO W
en out to promote interest|, lor. Karen Rockvam, Patsy| 03| trict s group also will

{
|
|
|

in the calling of a cons ionallyrcidleton, Ronda Loose, Kathleen| Tl'}-'_iﬂ get support for a betler constitution.
convention when the leg jarbaum, Mary Beth Hesse, Bar- Even under the most favorable circum-
meets next fall, hara Kosek, Catherine Tietel and stances the people of Minnesota could not
Mrs. Kermit Kleene, Mrs. John|judy Neubauer. | pass on a pr d new constitution until
Strang, Mrs. Mike Kromminga and Tepw s Fi 1962. And a referendum even then would de-
Mrs, A, R. tlareis were assist . pend upon the legislature taking the first

by members of two Girl ﬂ] step at its next session in 1957.
;‘"(;-1‘1’13;'11? ,\?1{15““1}122(:1: %‘c}iﬁigm&;‘; ': __1f, j"s almost certain the Illr':_{;i_ﬂ;}e'n_m‘s of 1957
Jeaders. The girls who will receive § s\-i_ll be too busy ‘wn.h other things unless
eredit for civie work were Pennell§ a lot of voter sentiment is aroused and ex-
Somsen, Jane Vogelpohl, Harriet} pressed in the meantime. That’s why Con-
= v stitution dag-tsImportant as a jumping off

m—— ¢ date for a big drive for revision.
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I+'ll Be New, But Better?
A =, A
L W “Minnesota’s nearly 100 years
tion comes in for a kicking at eve
vention, has active groups wor

constifu-
olitical*con-
to gef it re- |
editorial

No one defends the old document as being
above reproach. It has been amended frequently,
land not always wisely, and outdated secfions
cause some to smile, others to become horri-
fied.

One pattern is common fo most editorial af-
tacks, recalling the strained circumstances under
which it was written, the factions, rump conven-
tion and finally the compromise.

While establishing that the document wasn'f
prepared in ideal circumstandes, its defractors

| completely ignore the very streng possibility that

a modern constitutional convention might run in-
to very similar complications. Preparing a con-
stitution for a virgin ferrifory was a simple task
compared with compiling one for a state with
3,000,000 people organized into thousands of |
municipal and civic groups and with no end of
interests both selfish and otherwise. True they

would have expert advice, but no two experis |

will agree'yn a great many points, and innumer-

able citizen\\ are likely to disagree with the ex- |

perts.

Minnesota will come up with a new consti-
tution when the movement has sufficient momen-
tum. But it is no moresthan an even bef that it
will be a better one.

e e |

MEA Clipping Bureau
835 Palace Bldg., Minneapolis 1

JACKSON PILOT

Mail Bag

To the editor:
To amend the constitution of the

B state of Minnesota*or—rather for

§ an amendment to pass, there musl
¥ be a majority of all the voters who
go to the polls and vole favorably
on the issue. Thus if a voter fails
to mark the ballot on the amend-
! ment it amounts to a no vote.
Here is an example, suppose 40
per cent of the voters vote for the
amendment, 20 per cent vote
against, and 40 per cent leave
their ballots blank, it is mecessary
that over 50 per cent vote in favor
to pass, so the measure is lost.
A bill was introduced in the last
| session of the legislature to chan
! the requirements to 60 per cent of
! thosé who mark their ballots to
carry a measure. Now let me give
you another example. Suppose a

| particular issue is well advertised |

and the people thoroughly under-
stand it, and suppose 90 per cent
of the voters mark their amend-
ment ballots. Under the proposal
of 60 per cent in this instance it
would taze 54 per cent to carry the
measure. With that in
voted against it.

The 50-foot truck bill would give
| the truckers of bulky loads such|
as livestock an additional five feet|

of length and increase their pay
load and also conform with laws

| of the neighboring states and make

mind, T!

ate has two from every sta

| gardless of population. To

out the two extremes, New

| state has 48 representatives

two senators, while Arizona 3
has only one representative and &
two. senators. Thus ftfhe populo
centers can be held in {pheck in th
Senate and the spafpely settled
sections can be held ‘in check in
the House of Representatives. It
acts as a check and balance which
is healthy. It is not good govern-
ment to have any one faction in
full control.

There has not been a reappor-
tlonment since 1913 in Mﬁ%’%’ﬁn
a®¥Pn that time Minneapolis, St
FPaul and Duluth have grown
greatly and the distribution of
population in relation to the rural
areas has changed. This question is|

=d in each session of the
ure on a rural versus cilty
sis. Those of us from the rural
areas feel that the constitution
should be ended to give one
house representation on a popula-
tion basis and the other on an area
hasis. Tt is agreed that the House
with 131 members is large enough
and if the urban centers are to
gain members then it will be neces-
iry to take away from the rural
aistricts.

The bill that Mr. Bergerud in-
troduced in the last session pro-
vided that distriet 10 would com-
prise Jackson, Cottonwood and
Watonwan counties, with one sen-
ator and two representatives, both
to run at large. I voted against

¥
N
' | it possible for the livestock feed-|that arrangement. I think each
league 0‘ women VOI@ES (a“s I:of | ers to bring cattle in from tht_‘:nsnint}' Sh(\li’lld have at least one
( !Iﬂ € x € ﬂcfreﬂ a,n;i all%xg' th}vni to comde i;‘lt(!lrt‘})!‘est‘ntﬂti\'e. I doubt if any 1e-
| Minnesota. e bill passe the |7
ons ! unonai (ﬁﬁvemmn Iﬁ igg, House and T voted in favor. It lost
in the Senate by a small margin.
Some Senators feared that there
would be a move then to increase
| the weight limits per axle, which
il was not the intention. I would vig-
‘ orously oppose increase in the (i
weight limits, since it is the heavy | ( —
ll 1oads that break up our road beds. |8 ters for the present and
| Our Minnesota constitution was {§ they have h(‘(-r} inr"nrm.’ﬁi\,['ie, Il .1)1?31.}}?
written a hundred years ago and 8 e happy to write you again latep
! at that time the writers of the§ SO e e
|c0nstitution did not forsee fthe p et A g
| large population centers that we f:"
| have today. They wrote the ar-
ticles providing representation in
| both houses by population, to be
| apportion ery 10 years. In our
federal Zovernment, the House of
Tapresentatives is apportioned ac-
cording to population and the Sep

apportionment will be accomplish-
| ed unti]/the voters in the cities are
| willing//to amend the constitution. '
This concludes this seriesgbf let-

i CONSTITUTIONAL [
COoNVENTION

i

-

=i e
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REPORT from |
the GOVERNOR

¥ _
Orville L. Freeman |

In last week's column I re-|
|ported on efforts being made
under the ieadership of the
[Minnesota League of Women
Voters to acquaint the citizens
of Minnesota with the need for
a convention to revise our state
consitution. Some of the infor-|
mation which Minnesotans|
ought to know relates to parts

[ our basic law which are ob-|
olete and/or unenforced; to
parts which prevent our state|
government from operating as
economically and efficiently as
it could; and to those defects
which fail to insure the effec-
tive observance of some of our]
fundamental principles of
American democracy,

Obsolete Provisions )

Our state constifution still
contains such obsolete sections
as those which provide:— that
women can voie only in school
and library elections; that Unit-||
ed States senators should bel
ielected by the state legislature;|
|that Indians should be {reated|
in a special way as if they were|

linot citizens; and that the statel

{debt should be limited to $250,-(
000. \
Other provisions of the con|
|stitution, such that whicl
says that half of the state send
ators should be elected at one)
election and the other half at
the next, and that which pro-
vides for the reapportionment
of the legislature every ten
years, are regularly ignored.

as

Respect for Law
In a sense the constitution is
{the highest law of our state.}
| When many of its provisions are{

!\regularly ignored—ifor whatever |}

|| reason—it is more difficult tol}
Aldevelsp a spirit of respect for}
Whol/
ql: 2
1s so obsolete thak i ean bel

1

{law amng its obseryance.
ought to*decide whether a lawl}

|ignored?

K

- e

| tury

\|sessions of the state legislature|

Imuch income as we could safe-
|1y

MEA Clipping Bureau
835 Palace Bldg., Minneapolis 1
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Dote————— -

|league 0f Women Voters Campaign

Government' Handicapped  good
State constitutions shotild pro-|state
vide adequate framework and|ducivi
authority for effective stale gm-'(-r The Owatonna League of Wo-
|government. Many provisions in| {for lkmen Voters have embarked cn a
I Minnesota's constitution, which|be a jplan to acquaint the public with
may have been adequaie a cen- the need for constitutional re-
ago, no longer meet cur- vision.
needs. Some examples off M  pairons at Owatonna grocery
are:—the limitation of[AMEN 4 .oc have found a tag in their
each | 1)(1(kd§,,f‘ the past week with the
O Hfolle wing statement: “Trade In

to 90 days; restrictions on lhel
|investment of state funds Wm““ln“hp’wn1nc.~.nt;,1‘~s outmoded 1857 Con-
OUl Sl titution; hastily written by 10

preven us from earning
RO : hed b
1en m 10 dm:, patche v
StatpliMCEL Ly SP O !

asmuch as ten tlmeq the wtmﬂ

can not be changed by the legis-|strength as a voter in another
lature but only by a popular re-|legislative district. This in-
ferendum: and many others, |equality is the result of legisla-
Principles of Democracy |liVe if'nlm'e to carry out th_l:-‘ con-
A constitution should as far|stitutional requirements for re-
| as possible provide such a basis|apportionment. Our constitu|
|for government as would assure|ion should provide a method of
|tim manitenance of basic Amer- irmppm‘tlonmonl that would au-
"lican democratic principles. Onej tomatically prevent such in-
|principle that we have held|(‘(luam3 :
|since our earliest days is that| Lagging Behind
of local self government. We be-| Only ten slates operate under
lieve that many functions are|constitutions that have been al-
{best perofrmed by city and vil-|lowed to age without complete;
|lage governments, that are[revision longer than ours. The
|closest to the people and their|fact that ours is in g eat need
needs. of revision now je*ho reflection
Local Self-Government on those who framed it,—it is|
Because our state (-un-ltlu- rather a reflection of great
tion does not provide. adequate-| (hdn'fea that have taken plaue
ly for local home rule, cities| As we try to put our state in
\and villages are constantly ask-|the lead, and direct our efforts
ing the legislatureto pass speiiu\\dul building for Minnesota
cial laws, lying only to one|a great future, let us give our
area. 'I‘hi:-DisLﬂnne ropeatedly!gm‘emment the kind of basic
aach session, even though our{rules operation that will en-
“stitution forbids \p{‘(‘ial le-jable it to centribute most ef
tion. 'This practue is not'lunvclv ln\\'md that goal.

bt T

—PN Photo

rent
|these

as|

get; the provisions that our
gross earnings tax on railroads

amendment 80 times; wasteful
and inefficient, for a new and im-
proved model, revised by conven-
tion. For more information, call
your local League of Women
Voters”

Posters are displayed carrying
the same theme to the public to
encourage the plan for con-
stitutional convention. [

Shown in the picture, are: Jfrs.
Donald Hcnath and Mrs. GJoe
Edwards handing tags to Mrs.

a

Carmen Bye, a customer.
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week’s column I
efforts being made
under the leadership of the
Minnesota League of Women
|Voters to acquaint the citizens
of Minnesota with the need for
a convention to revise our statel
consitution. Some of the infor-
mation which Minnesotans!
ought to know relates to parts!
[ our basic law which are ob-|
wlete and/or unenforced: to
parts which prevent our state
government from operating as
economiecally and efficiently asi
it could; and to those defects|
which fail to insure the effec-!
tive observance of some of our!
fundamental principles of
Ameriean democracy.
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Obsolete Provisions

Our state constitution still
contains such obsolete sections
as those which provide:— that
women can vole only in school
and library elections; that Unit-
ed States senators should be)
elected by the state legislature;|
{that Indians should be treated|
{in a special way as if they werel|]
Inot citizens; and that the statef
-;(iebl should be limited to $250,-
000.

Other

‘m
{1y
gr

la

provisions of the con| |
stitution, such as that whicli [lic
says that half of the state sen-
ators should be elected at onel
election and the other half at
the next, and that which pro-
vides for the reapportionment
of the legislature every ten
years, are regularly ignored.

1&1

[cl

Respect for Law

In a sense the constitution ir-'
(the highest law of our state.]
| When many of its provisions are| |
|| regularly ignored—for whatever
|| reason—it is more difficult tol
-'dmr-ra\p a spirit of respect for|}
{law anmig its observance. W hn"
uught to “decide whether a lav.'i
|is so obsolele thai. it ean bm
u,nm ed?

ti
ly

L T e L ey

vide adequate framework and
authority
| government. Many provisions in|
|Minnesota's constitution,
Imay have been adeguate a cen-|

preven

can not be changed by the legis-|®

ferendum; and many others.

'as possible provide such a b
(for government as would assure
the manitenance of basic Amer-

principle that we have held| {equality.

{of local self government. We be-|
ilieve that many functions are|
{best perofrmed by city and vil-|lowed to age without complete;
|lage

needs.

E | and villages are constantly ask-
ing the legislatureto pass spe- |[toward building for Minnesota
cial laws,
area,
aach session, even ihough ou
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Government Handicapped lgond for the operation of our

State constitutions shotlld pro-|state legislature, nor is it con-PN Photo
ducive to a responsible local ;

government. Better provisions® of Wo-

for local government ought to'ked cn a

be a part of our constitution. 1blic with
onal re-

for effective state

which

Equal Voting Rights
Another basic principle of orocery
American demoeracy holds thaty in their
|each citizen should be the edqual ith the

90 days; restrictions on the|of ;Wr‘\l“«mm"l‘ citizen in votingprade In
rights. Yet

vestment of state funds which there are parts ofig57 Con-
us from earning aslour state in which, for the pur- by 10
uch income as we could safe-{POSe of electing members of lh('ch(,d by
get: the provisions that our|state legislature, one voter has

oss earnings tax on railroads| asmuch as ten times the voting|

strength as a voter in another’
|legislative district. This in-

|equality is the result of legisla-
|tive failure to carry out the con-
A constitution should as far|stitutional requirements for re-
asis|apportionment. Our econstitu-
lion should provide a method of!
reapportionment that would au-
tomatically prevent sueh 1in-|

ry ago, no longer meet cur-
nt needs. Some examples of
ese are:—ihe limitation of

ssions of the state legislature|

ture but only by a popular re-|

Principles of Democracy

an democratie principles. One\I

Lagging Behind
Only ten slates operate umler
constitutions that have been al-

nce our earliest days is th.n

governmentis, that are|revision longer than ours. The

osest to the people and their|{fact that ours is in great need
‘uf revision now Mwile(lmn
on those who framed it,—it is
Because our state constitu-jrather reflection of great
on does not provide adequate-{changes that have taken place,

for loecal home rule, cities| As we try to put our state in
{the lead, and direct our efforts

Local Self-Government

a

applying onl\ m mw'a (f:mi future, 10! us give our

'I‘hi;—Lﬁon 1

r rules 01)(-rali0n that will en-

stitution forbids specidl le|able it to contribute most ei’.—‘
tion. [‘lm- prachce is not| f(m\eh towa r([ that goal. |
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eague Of Women Voters Campaign

amendment 80 times; wasteful
and inefficient, for a new and im-
proved model, revised by conven-
tion. For more information, call
local League of Wcomen
Voters”.

Posters are displayed carrying
the same theme to the public to
encourage the plan for a con-
stitutional convention.

Shown in the picture, are: Mh
Donald Henath and Mrs. GJoe
Edwards handing tags to Mrs.
Carmen Bye, a customer.
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omen VOLers, In Its arive 10T ent constitution a hundred years :

| amending the Minnesota State|apo was 1_111_;31@ 121_(;;;;11,11_;;;} a farce. ROBBINSI‘!AI“E POST
| Constitution. The League has| The circumstances surround- fAY 3 1 1956 /8
announced several articles in a|ine the writ ng of our present
series intended to explain the|state constitution were anything Date —
source of the constitution and|put conducive to eclear, dispas-

the need for changes in it. The |sionate thinking. The Territo- %@V@rn@ﬁ' Pﬁéﬁﬁlﬁ @;-5? HQW Ar@ﬁg

|
I News prints the articles as a|rial Legislature was under con-
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public service. stant pressure during 1856 and ﬁﬁ'h Lﬁ; ge ?ngd@%E@n DO N@%
The Minnesota League of|1857 (it met for 90 days every Ge.i. F i E ! R ®
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a Danctitatianal samumntion pallol wherehv,  Minnesnta could be- taking a firm tand for a t}

al 10 aime

it,—it is rather

|' (;01ﬁé“a.;tat-e. The United States|same document the Republicans | n of the Minnesota state a 1'-'{.-;|l--l-'..<.f_ n of g;-im changes that
) Congress passed the act enabl-|were to sign, two copies had to ution, Governor Orville L. =L OTE = e
ing Minnesota to become a state|be made—and they had to be = VWO » told the

on February 26, 1857. | done overnight. The work of 16
On May 22, in special session,|copyists is distinguishable in the
§ the Territorial Legislature pass-|two documents. There are so
ed a bill calling a Constitutional | many differences it is impossible
Convention. The governor signed|to print an absolutely correct
it into law on May 25. The elec- |text of the constitution. Since
§ tion of delegates was to be held [no minutes were kept of the
June 1, seven days later. This|conference proceedings, it is oft-
hardly allowed time for the most|en impossible to ascertai
able people to consider running|intent of a doubtful pas
as delegates. The people ratified n-
As a matter of fact, the elec- |stitution 36,240 for and 700
tion was bitterly partisan and |against. This can hardly be con-
| the issues were slavery and pro- |strued as a clear-cut expression
t hibition. Not one of the candi-|of approval for the constitution,
dates talked about the consti-|because for one thing approval
fution he wanted to be elected | meant statehood, and everyone gprii ]
to write. wanted that. But most impor- {f Qur state constitution st
To add to the confusion, Min- | tant in this victory was a mech. i§, ***%° bl "TQI}";E‘_ sections as
nesota had an apportionment|anical detail. Candidates print- .~ ’:or: lﬁ‘i,v.;cildllgof
problem even then. By 1857 therefed their own ballots in “those felections: that United E‘jlr-;iwlsigﬂ
thad been a tremendous influx|days. It was ruled that they Jtors should be elected by the state
of new settlers into southeastern|could put “For Constitution” or(Jlegislature; that Indians should
nesota. Most of these were|“Against Constitution” on their||be ireated in a special way as if
Republicans from northeastern|ballots. If they printed ‘Against’||they were not citizens; and that
| United States. The United States|the candidates would have been ||ihe state debt should be limited 1o
{had a Democratic administra-|running for offices they hoped ;2.;{?‘.000, the governor told the
x ; x 2 = v Jusinessmen.
tion, consequently the territory|would not be created. All, there-
had a Democratic administra-|fore, printed “For Constitution”. fution. such as ths hi
tion. If proper apportionment|The 700 objectors were write-ins. | 43,5+ jnalf"';f dihe m\_‘li. :,'.'m?h Zoxs
3 ; e 5 4 ; pay =N b g A L staie senators
procedures were used, the Re-| On May 11, 1858, Minnesota | should be elected at one election
publicans should have had 70| was finally admitted to the | and the cther half at the e
delegates, the Democrats 38, but | Union. In the early days amend- | that which provides for the reap.
when the smoke of the election |ments were frequent. However, | pointment of the legislature m-ei—y
died away, the Democrats had|in 1898 the amending process |10 years, are regularly ignored,
a sense the constitution

1cipl of American n

Other provisions of the consti-

seated 55 delegates and the Rc—|11’2.~self was changed to make it s
| publicans 59. Despite substantial|one of the most difficult in the L our staie. Wher
fraud charges on both sides, the | Union. Since then change are regu-

Wer rea-
t to develop
t for law and its

Convention went ahead as|become more rare.
scheduled, on June 13 — two| Bul one thing is unchanged.|; ‘it of re:
| weeks after election. Article I, Section I, of the Min- |observance. Who ought to decitp
Party differences were obvious | nesota Constitution gives us the |whether a law is so obsol th it
| in Minnesota in those days. The |right to call a constitutional |!t can be ignored, the governjr
| Democrats had been in power;|convention to correct some of |355¢a.
i they were the conservatives. The |the errors which time has made|  “State constitutions should pro-
Republicans were a brand new s. The Leasue latzgfVide framework and authority for
i party, considered wildly idealis-|have one; tive state gove ient. Many

S i s 3 visions ir i sota’s consti-
tic. They were anti-slavery and iy tution iy M””-u'“ Ve
ution, which may have been ade-

}}l'fJ‘}.I}J.}JlU()Ill,‘iE. _ . quate a century ago, no longer

I'he Democrats had tried to : meef current needs. Some ex-
beat the Republicans by not re- . amples of these are:—the limita-
apportioning and had lost. The o §lion of sessions of » state legis-
| Republicans arrived at the capi- lature to 80 days; restrictions on -
tol on July 12, caucused, and ’tru:_ .lﬂ\;t_'-:-‘.'\t'nt'lﬂ of state funds !
tried to find out when the Demo- § which prevent us from earning {

fas much income as we could safe-
| get; the provisions that our
|gross earnings tfax on railroads
can not be changed by the legis-

crats .wanted to start the con-
vention. The Democrats sent a
note saying .they would *“meet

at the usual hour for the assem- lature but only by a popular ref-
pling of parliamentary bodies in erendum; and many others,” the
the United States.” Since the N governor reported. | :

Republicans did not know what The governor contended a ton-
this meant, they stayed up all stitution should as far as possible
inight waiting. provide such a basis for govern-

ment as would assure the main-
\ten of basic American democratic
principles.

“One principle that we have

held since our earliest days is
that of local self government. We
believe that many functions are
best performed by city and village
governments, that are closest to
the people and their needs,” the
governor declared.
: “Because our state constitution
does not provide adequately for
local home rule, cities and \i"]]ages
are constantly asking the legisla-
ture to pass special laws, EiI:JI)l‘.f'-
ing only to one area. This is done
repeatedly each session, even
rhuug'ﬁ our constitution forbids
special legislation. This practice
1s not good for the operation of
our state legislature, nor is it
conducive to responsible local gov-
:-mmun!. Better provisions for
local government ought to be a
part of our constitution,” the gov-
ernor contended. '

_lJu; governor touched on one
point that particularly affects
such growing areas as rural Hen-
and North Minneapolis
when he declared:

“Ancther basic principle of
American democracy holds ihat
each citizen should be the equal
of every other citizen in voting
rights. Yet there are parts of our
state in which, for the purpose
of electing members of the state
legislature, one voter has as much
as 10 times the voting sirength
ds a voter in another legislative
district. This inequality is the
result of legislative failure to carry
out the constitutional require-
menis for reapportionment. Our
constitution should provide a
method of reapportionment that
would automatically prevent such
inequality.

“Only 10 operate under

stitutions have been zl-
lowed to age without complete
i longer than ours. The
fact that ours is in great need of
revision now is no reflection on

i On July 13, at 11:43 a. m., the
! Democrats marched in a body
into the House chambers where
the Republicans were waiting,
called the convention to order,
I:'Ld_]ourmrri, and marched out. |
. This was the only time the con- |
vention actually met as a whole!
From then on the parties went
their separate ways.

The Republicans, confident
that they had a majority, pro-|
ceeded immediately to write a|
constitution. The Democrats did
same.

The split convention was well
publicized. In Minnesota party
people backed their delegates |
richt down the line on the spit. |
On August 8, a resolution was |
ntroduced into the Democratic
wing to appoint a conference
committee of five from each
side. The sponsor was roundly |
perated and it was “indefinitely |
tponed.” The Republicans |
i ed the Democrat’s resolution |
on August 10 and appointed |
their five members. After much
behind-the-scenes-maneuvering,
the Democrats came through
on August 18 and the commit-
tee immediately sat. !

This conference committee 01‘;
ten was the Constitutional Con- |
vention of 1837. |

The ten appointed cit-r]eguteﬂ
pieced together the Republican |
and Democratic constitutions Im-|
the next six days. The two con- |
stitutions would have to be sub-
mitted to the people after all
But two days later the Repub-
iicans gave in. In place of suf-|
frage they won a constitution |
more easily changed than that
of any other state in the Union.
All that was required for an
| amendment was a simple ma-
jority in the legislature and a
simple majority of those voting
on the guestion.

The committee finished on|
August 28. It was adopted in
I'imi‘n wings on the same day, and,
‘t.lue delegates went home.

Because Democratic leader
| Henry Sibley refused to sign the
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On Constitution
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» attention of Upper Tonka

League of Women Voters |
Asks Gonstitutional Conclave

constitutional convention to re-
Ed. Note: This article was IIIIIRERRRIIREERRRRRERRRNRRRRRADNRRRRNRERRRA S \1}:1%1:};0 present Minnesota con- |
bronght to the Anoka Heraid | stitution.
by Mrs. Galen Adkins, !T.IC!l‘lber Activities of the League cen-
of the Anoka League of Wom- foved of Feidaw - “constitition
en Voters. Because it deals L'iav b rabar Tneratery Slekeitibed
with a current problem ahm_lt- _ t:tﬁfs, on patked cars fn #he SHOpe
which there has been and w:ltl | iy districts in the area.l M{;s.
be much discussion, we present , ] b ot Bebuon  atda v
. - F e . MEA Clipping Bureau fi Lorraine ric ’ ¢
{t ‘10 011;-_1-;_-;u!er:~, for their own 835 Palace Bldg., Minneapolis 1 | drawings fron} Mgu_nd students,
information. RENVILLE [ 4150 set up a display in the ?tr?ar—{
: S icturing
If the time and Stu(iy. had been STAR-FARMER | tor Lur?berat;(:iongggns,\;atg Ll
put on the Minnesota State con- _YT 3.1 1956 how al;l iquated ¢
stitution when it was written in Date tution is, :
1857 that was put on our national b — ¥ * * ruers are tt},]tng
constitution it undoubtedly would with the s ate-
be adequate with, possibly, an CONST”UTION IN THE NEWS AGAIN SR in promoting
amendment occasionally. But in L M nnesotals slighﬂy worn and frayed corgs ituti | constitittion—
order to achieve statehood, it was v 5 i last week ciong with new plcms and amended
written in 10 days by 10 men so back in the news again ) = he stately document. jrence Warner
split by partisan strife that the aimed at providing for revision o‘rl‘r es Y thing is © chairman on
Democrats and Republicans would It doesn’t necesscrily follow that beccti:JSe any g rear.
R S S IR old it is outmoded. But it is feared that age is now showing B old conats

: gt TR rer 300 7 ;
two copies there are over 300 ( ! d the time may be very nearlut advantages
differences and even today no in the venerable document anc Y jtained on the

one knows what is correct. for o compie're overhaul. a0 e
f : Htet 5 ) ‘ P :

P'T%l? i m.t]{?lfeolfifL}}ljti.tc;ﬂrllllo?ll It should not be surprising, for ?Ee C?ES"J‘U“O’? Wzbd League

MEdELELCS D TIE TS 3 : . i en e warring

if}?m‘ Igfm"m our government. In Gdopfed in exped!enf lcompromjbsehw Sty L e

another section the machinery is two factions threatened to thwart the s‘fo‘e s s 4

spelled out for holding a consti- et (fairad Stafes. S0 Litfar was e f;ghf between e

tutional convention for the pur- X e territory would
pose for examining and changing two groups that 0n|y the threat that th Y

the constitution where changes be passed by broughf the compromise. . i A
; e - L 1 13
are needed to give us what we Since then, the constitution has fallen ujn;o a SI‘S}IESE. Ch
e % it is to be considered the high-
Some 200 constitutional con- ful shambles. And although 1*(3‘: its provisions have been
ventions have been held in the 48 est law of the state, many . A ey e
states. Minnesota must not con- ignored with studied regUIOf'if}’ for qei:c; _51_1 i -‘3 7
tinue to lag as we have for near- 257 S lesence without the benefit of
¥ s While many changes visions have fallen into obsolese o
e e o tet d t. And others, through their in
have been suggested and anyone revision or amendment. ! ol e e i
who has worked with the Minne- GdeqUchf have hamstrung the b:-enmc: eg1!5 E : :
sota constituti would agree ¥ L ial and almost per-

:(:T:I, gf”Zifgut;;i?c“i‘*“'}’ f’;u:t the need fo pass almost endless special _

cnanges . 2CEeSSE — JUE

what they are would, of course, sonal laws. 5 T N
t re eir ravot

be debatable. Two years ago voters of the state expr wssed_T £
e el s of a plan to set up a constitutional convention for re-

A1 A § 1

ithat 90 days once in two years . L ;g WiksaadimNEiER the
is not sufficient time to raise and yvicion o5 dot:urmiﬂ"ﬁ.r Th}q‘,‘r ‘?lor:r. 0 : - 4
spend over 300 million dollars legislature last year and left to die in quiet, but now it
fd-sing. considerations 4o Bug- seems that the issue will have new life breathed into 'fi
firads of\ bills. i >

In reakty, the state government for the coming campaigns.

has six heads elected by the peo- It would seem only natural and sensible for citizens|

ple and yet the governor is re- | E 7 2]
.:é[:CrT:fii?lrIf:L}'f_ii‘ what is done during of the state to have the desire to put this important docu

his term even though the &ix ment back on a respectful and respected status. The wel-

',’1'""‘l“-ll.‘-’f,‘ri"i“-f'-“'l Ray. baye oppos: fare of the ep#r€ state should call for an end of personal
g l1els & 2 WOrking at . . H i 4
I:n!d«, )\L\'ilr(i"zhnriiu;n::(!iu;};-,mhm“ : jealousies and selfish interests which block the continua

Among other things, Minnesota tion.of this important work.
needs a fair and enforceable re- Y * & *
apportionment of the legislature,
a Inore workable method of
amending our constitution, im-
proved financial structure, and
judicial reform.

One of the most compelling
reasons for needing a new con.
stitution is described as follows in
report of President Eisenhower's
Commission on Intergovernment-
al Relation: “Early in its study,
the Commission was confronted
with the fact that many state
constitutions restrict the scopa,
effectiveness, and adaptability of
state and local action. These self-
imposed constitutional limitations
make it difficult for many States
to perform all ‘the services their
citizens require, and consequently
have been the underlying cause
of state and municipal pleas for
federal assistance.”

The case for constituptional re-
vision has solid support — the
question is one of method -
amendments or convention. We
have tried amendments and only
a third of all amendments submit-
ted to the voters in the last 58
years have been adopted. There-
fore, the League of Women
Voters believe a constitutional
convention is the better solution.

A convention would consist of
the same number of delegates as
there are members in the House
of Representatives. In our dis-
trict, for example, over one-half
of our population is not repre-
sented. The document would be
submitted to the people for their
approval. We ask that the people
be allowed to say what they think
is the best way to do the job.

The first step in the calling of
a constitutional convention is for
the legislature to pass a bill sub-
mitting the question of calling a
constitutional convention to the
people.

Since 1949, the Minnesota legis-
lature has refused to pass this
bill which would give us the
right to answer this question.
This is our right (as stated in
Art. 1, Sec. 1, of our constitii-
tion) — to determine the nead
for review of Minnesota's con-
stitution. This decision will have
a very direct effect on the future
of our state.

If you think you an your
friends and neighbors should
have the right to vote on whether
or not you want a constitutional
convention called, tell your legis-
lator.
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League of Wonien Voters
Asks Gonstitutional Conclave

Ed. Note: This article was
brought to the Anoka Heraid
by Mrs. Galen Adkins, member
of the Anoka League of Wom-
en Voters. Because it deals
with a current problem about
which there has been and will
be much discussion, we present
it to our readers for their own
information.

If the time and study had been
put on the Minnesota State con-
stitution when it was written in
1857 that was put on our national
constitution it undoubtedly would
be adequate with, possibly, an
amendment occasionally. But in
order to achieve statehood, it was
written in 10 days by 10 men so
split by partisan strife that the
Democrats and Renuhligane sunn]d
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 On Constitution

The attention of Upper Tonka
residents was, and is being, fo-
cused by the Mound League of
Women Voters on the need for a
constitutional convention to re-
vise the present Minnesota con-
stitution.

Activities of the League cen-
tered on Friday, “Constitution
Day,” when members distributed
tags on parked cars in the shop-
ping districts in the area., Mrs.
Lorraine Erickson, aided by
drawings from Mound students,
also set up a display in the Strea-
ter Lumber company picturing
how antiquated our state consti-
tution is,

The Mound Leaguers are tying
lin their activities with the state-
wide organization in promoting
the need for a new constitution—
now 99-years-old and amended
80 times. Mrs. Florence Warner
has been committee chairman on
revision the past year.

Information on the old consti-
tution, pointing out advantages
of a new one, contained on the
red, white and blue tags distrib-
uted by the Mound League
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g e Women Voters Hear Talk on

sensible Minnesotans Bien—nia! Gaun@il ﬂeaiing

ould desire to put this

Ll(}?“f\.w:t back B ® “When a constitutional con-
ful™ status, despiie | vention is held in Minnesota, to
: | revise our Constitution, a great,
deal of credit for that develop- |
ment will be due to the League
CU 5 — . a_:f \\-’l(_.‘n']i‘:l‘,_\a'—l)if.!l‘.‘i of Minnesota,”
mpcug; i“&nd,s--‘ Mrs. ."\'\'il]'..'i}h .l‘lvtchcr quoted
NOt .N - State 5:?{‘:11&111"11‘ .“,!mr'__‘r I_J,I Azuim‘snp
Gl’lpcrz‘izsgn as saying at the Biennial Couneil
A “black e o ;\T{"E?!.'_lflf_.‘; of the LWV held in May
_-‘\_ innesota’s legis] “a;fillil.ﬁt in Minneapolis. |

thinks Har S b e

old Schoelkopf ”J;_ Mrs. Fletcher, _pn?sif!vm of the

. SR O Anoka League of Women Voters,
gt A 2 - was reporting at the annual pic-
_-(_'!O,u_d Times nic of the local units held last
? > the way Wednesday afternoon at the sum- |
4 “3('-\! “defy mer home of Mrs. Fritz Petersen

. 3 t at Lake George.

to be so0 wrong
M basic The title of Senator Andersen’s
that a convention is G | address to the council meeting,
ferred as a means for I i =i S Mrs. Fletcher went on o say, was
ing 1. : Sl S | “How the State Constitution
“A constitutional conven- : et | Hampers the Legislature”. She
tion would ; i & =TS IS | went on to quote further from
] . ‘ Senator Andersen's address: “It
A 1 is my conviction that Minnesota
need for C{;;.u,_.w ) _g_o\'m-nmom _woluld be 1mpl'0\"ed
ion and 2 if a constitutional convention
1t? The new 1 | were to be ('F.{HLI‘[L obsolet® ma-
TR terial removed from the donsti-
fie_hopes, - | tution. the document shogtened
_ 50 206 Sobabiake back- ..'m}l .LfimpEi{i:_‘r_{_ Ir;. a slufz"mmll: O.f
they would have to live with esS0rs have +'l,]";1|'ﬁ ;‘ prede- [Jll_l!(‘]l_.!}(.‘h.. a framework of gov-
Bt T R IS i falled 10 do ernment, a delegation of power. |
1'“,{3..1-?3“,{.[ ‘5__“11 1h:r t,“ﬁ, U ,‘c' h“r'omi.--._;g more . 8 My observation would indicate |
‘,1“"_’, __'_‘“"“L.L'_"""", O ey AL : that substantial improvements
WaChristie oOf the I.{ed i ler f : could be made in the executive
Lake Falls '.‘.;..f_clie says Gov. '[ eter _l'Iemld. that confinu. 8 branch of the government, in the |
Freeman delivered against ance ol the legislature | [egislative and in the judicial.” |
the obsolet ( s Of nonpartisan basis “.—"'{"T""E Quoting from the speech given
the state ch raises ques- no _good: purpoge.” ':‘!:e 1\) % | by Governor Orville L. Freeman,
; tions about S o B ‘Iow the State Constitution
how well ¢ JRNSON Hampers State Government”,
a conve DI bune editorial pape slal Mrs, Fletcher said that Freeman
would do. . AT R B oferred to the following pcsints|
After 100 paay S BIOWLIL RO BN s among the many defects which |
s, he ad- e oy S g g + hamper good state government: |
, it has VARSI B 1. The timing which I‘l?t|Llii‘L‘S‘
defects but sttt R PALLGTl Sl the Governor to submit a legis-
in his opin- o | lative program only a few days
jon they are after he takes fﬁﬁ“‘i('v, and to sub-
“not m;mi;th mit :'E‘E)l:iig(‘l w:tl;un_ a Fc\v weeks.
ant 2,__[ he 90-day limitation on leg-
i ol ' 1 DY : | islative sessions.
Christie juniiig it in platforms but rejected las 3. The 2-year terms of office
1S _e-r".i;:‘er_\_! session by both liberal and for Governor is too short.
and can be remedied as in ¢ "at | 1. Provisions which restrict
the past. - 1 ! 3 | lawmakers in framing the best
Every political convention . : | possible fiscal policy.
says Scott Schoen of th | 5. The rigidity and inflexibility
Redwood Falls Gazette, hear: | resulting from the difficulty of
our old state constitution || amendment and from the great
being kicked around. But he T S number of detailed non-constitu-
suspects a constitutional §| tional matters that are specified
convention would be little il in our constitution.
more likely to hit the ideal !l Members of the Coon Rapids
circumstances for writing a || unit who attended the annual pic-
new charter than the first iic to hear Mrs. Fletcher's report
such convention did. “Min- | were Mrs. Thomas Forsberg, unit
nesota will come up with a :t‘lmiz‘me;n. 311'5.]\?\"&[1:;}' ll'.JfJT_i\-'i Mrs. |
ke YEST ‘enii Horita, Mrs. M. K. Plasha,
new constitution when the %‘»\TT‘L'“I\Einfwlr;v B‘lron% \anrl 11\1:-};
movement has sufficient mo- | R bert. Haviorriaa )
mentum,” he believes. “But Il’to yer ayford.

N N ~

1S o

with “the moral
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WELLS MIRROR

o  League of Women Voters Makes Repo.
Woy The Fuss Abot —— Of Study of State Constitution

S
[} g
(' snehitutin D L.
.-Qﬂs.itu{.lfﬂ 8; * ®In connection with Governor|years. While many changes have The case for constitutional r
1's proclamation of State been suggested and anyone who |vision has solid support—the
stitution Day last week, the has worked with the Minnesota |qguestion: is one of method
tUtive=wmoard of the Anoka | Constitution would agree changes | amendments or convention. We
e of Women Voters ap-|are necessary- just ‘Wwhat they | have tried amendments and only
{ Mrs. Jesse Giddings, Mrs. | are would, of course, be debal-|a third of all amendments submit-
Spurzem and Mrs. Gaylen able. Probably most would agree |ed to the voters in the last fifty- |
y study the historic back- | that ninety days onee in -two|eight years have been adopted. |
ground of the constitution, and|years is not sufficient time to|Therefore, the League of Women
to make clear the reasons why |raise and spend over three hun-|Voters believes a constitutional
the league strongly supports a|dred million dollars and give con- | convention is the better lution. |
sideration to hundreds of bills. A convention would consist of
In reality the State government | the same number of delegates as |
| has six heads elected by the peo- |there are members in the House |
ple and yet the governor is re-|of Representatives. In our dis
If the time and study had been sponsible for what is done during | triet, for example, over one-half
put on the Minnesota State Con-|his term even though  the six|of our population is not repre-
stitution when it was written in |(_-!(=<’19(1 officials may have oppos-|sented. The document would be
1857 that was put on our Na-|ing beliefs and be working at{submitted to the people for their
tional Constitution it undoubted-|odds with one another. | approval. We ask that the people
ly would be adequate with, pos- Among other things, Minneso-|be allowed to say what they think
sibly, an amendment occasionally. | ta needs a fair and enforceable |is the best way to do the job.
But in order to achieve state-|reapportionment of the legisla- “The first step in the calling of
Hood, it was written in ten days|ture, a more workable method of | a constitutional convention is for
by ten men so split by partisan |amending our Constitution, im-|the legislature to pass a bill sub-
strife that the Democrats and|proved financial structure, and | mitting the question of calling a
Republicans would not sign the judicial reform. One of the most ice'm.ulimriun;al convention to the
same copy. In the two copies|compelling reasons for needing | people. Since 1949, the Minnesota
there are over three hundred dif-|a new Constitution is described | Legislature has refused to pass
ferences and even today no one|as follows in report of President |this bill which would give us the
1is questiony

i'.]\[-_‘(

it eonstitutional  convention. The

. report, prepared in its final form
by Mrs. Jesse Giddings, is given
below.

Knows what is correct. | Eisenhower’s Comr MEA Clipping Bureau
The first article of the Bill of | tergovernmental Rg 835 Palace B Minneanols as stated im
* Rioht A B : Aol : he C e Bldg., Minneapolis 1 & titution)
ights gives us the right to mad 15— idy, the Ca e : Zonstitution
ity or ad with the WELLS MIRROR need for re
anothe constitu constitution
: = A Clipping Bureau : B
spelled ME ; lis1 pe, effec JUN . ve a very di:

5 Bldg., Minneapo et : ok | -
535 Palatuwets ity of Sta| Date — 9?_'955_') jjture ef our

e. ‘al conv o]
men |@xamin NORTH ST. PAUL se self-ir |
10 ‘stitutio REVIEW itationsi| # LEAGUERS AT WORK | :mr_t&, your

conference committe

be |&d to gi o 105E I Statesd [lors shoulf
nd [two l;u Tinto }H"'ILr\\i__:'__l_"__l-g-it——- es their: The League of Women Voters m ot || on whether
vention Gt ‘Coonls Rageal squentlyl| at the home of M:r‘i-;','Tﬁ&El.IE{' Baustign | bnstitutiondl
forty-ei} v couts Recetve g causé on Monday evening, May 28, with || your legi
must ni | Curve Bar Awards pleas f¢ Mrs. Wayne Unke the assisting Wost- |jture is i

have 6 | ) ess. |
On '\I:l.‘\'l aLyeat i}.‘.o spring court B===—=d Fyllowing the business meeting i 3

of awards, the eight members of Mrs. Dale Bartholomew spoke briefly |

Troop ) received the Curved Bar, } on the loeal city council membershit I

the highest rank in the Intermedi- and the duties of the members. |!

ate Girl Scout program. The a- | Mrs. F. M. Hockenhull gave a Te-
ward was given in the field of Cit- port on “Constitution Day” which was
: May 25 and she explained to the grot
the great need for revision of the

izenship, and was presented to the| :

ng girls: Lanajean Cassel-

follow

ton, Harriet Fraser, Joan Kay An- ,1Jr'i‘.;'.'- : "'1.",“'"‘,‘ constitution. )
derson, Joanne Haag, Priscilla Mrs. Winton ?"FL'“}-Y ZINE 5_=[,3_|
Yo iiett T ':].” Ellen | talix on Irag and solving the Arab |
soralel Lorlin, lle

refugee problem.

Richardson, and Alice Wettleson. The four members of the loedl
Recent service projects of the League who attended the ste hi-i
troop have included assisting on snnial eouncil meeting at he Hotel
“paint day” at Katherine Abbott Leamington in Minneapolis on May |
camp. At this fime, the girls 17 gave very interesting reports of |
helped with Lht'_:-;wv||.-'u';1térm of the that meetifig. Attending the nmc-ti.ng:;l
x | were Mrs. Manville Oren, Mrs. I,lnyfll

campTor the annual day camp pro- ! s

gram. On Constitution Day, the
Sk e i TR 0L it

troop assisted the al League of

Women Voters by handing—out~the

| Stus Mrs. Maynard Heitner and
Mrs. James Murray.
The highlight of the evening’s 3\:‘3—}
" R ; |oram was an inspirational talk by
S ~fo- the people of North St. i .
i i IMrs. Ben Musser on “Womgn's Placey

Paul. tin Government,”

Vi

logis]

of amending

an improved finar

] we do i
vention? We

1
nave

in ]
ed. The

wes a <o 1

last B8 years have been
o of Women Voters

convention

vould co

e best method., It

the same number of delegates as
members of our House of
It wou

have the

houghtful-

ly all aspects of the cor
a whole, The document which it would
t the peo-

nle for their approval. It is the safe

write would be subm

and ne method of revising the con-
stitution. All the League asks is that
the people be y

given a char

if they thinl
ing the job.
Here is what some of our teachers

school have to say about

the public
ional Revisi
h has been said and written
our state titution which is |
s¢ and buggy document in a jet
e is much need for revising
intiquated document. The Social
spartment of Wells High
met Tuesday morning and made the
foll ions to be -consid-
tion Day:
1. We should have a unicameral
(one house) instead of bicameral (two

n:

houses) in the legislature.

2. The legislature should meet each

year.
3. Higher salaries should be paid
1] thus bringing higher

D1

time

for f

| government.
should have party

serve four

The state should be redistricted.

7. Our tax structure should be

over-

led to help our education facilities
and encours industry to our ]

Think about these suggestions and
be prepared to .wete wisely when the
question of constitutienal revision is
brought up,
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ST. PAUL DISPATCH

NEW TEST—

State Constitut

ion Change

Again To Be Vote Issue

(Second of three articles on
Minnesnfa's constitntfonal
amendment proposals which
will be put hefore voters in
the general election Nov. 6.)

By Richard E. Wanek

Three times in the last <'i:‘;;tir_‘l

1950 and 1952—Minne-

l 1948,

|sotans have voted

1
changing the constitution on the

[ distribution of the gascline and
| motor vehicle license taxes.
will be

hange by ap-

In they
| asked to make
provin
of the two *‘hig 1
es and give cities and villages
aver 5,000 population their first
ipts for use in
main streets

4. ¢

share of the
| maintair i1

The new amendment was
drafted by the 1955 legislature
after an interim commission had
spent more than §70,000 for an
| sring study
ent d future highway needs
of the state. To put it simply,
constitutional amendment

2 1'|g'{'}_r|n-;r‘ti for next fall

the
NG,
would:

A. Lump all proceeds from
license tpx into one fund,
giasoline tax and motor vehicle
known agl the “highway user
tax distribution fund.”

B. Money in the highway
luser tax distribution fund shal
|to the trunk highway fund, 29
per cent to the county state-aid
lhi:-:h'.\a;c fund and 9 per cent to
[the municipal state-aid high-
|way fund.

C.
fam‘i municipal fund money
would according 1o laws
passsed by t Legislature,

D. The state
to issue up to $150,000,000 in
highway bonds, The present

§ | limit is $75,000,000. The present
limit of $10,000,000 in any one
| vear also is removed.

Under presen

be

15

all

license

| sinking of
| motor
and two
money.

le
th
Counties get

—

J\'il]ages get nothing,

nst |

the pres- |

Distribution of the county |§

authorized §

| constifutional |
| requirements the state highway
the |
] money
ds of the gas tax
one-third
| of the gas-tar"money, Cities nn(‘l'!l

The state trunk road system |report is due to be made before
11,000 long. It |
contains 308 routes, 70 of w

for mile, in tha

|

is the election.
Alter Jan.
he amend

an 1

7-user

some miles

1, 1963, according
are listed, mile t, the Legis
mtution,

Fhe amendment would take
mention of .the routes out of
the itsell, and
mention them only as “those
routes adopted in the 1920
constitutional amendment.”
The Legislature would be giv-
en continued power to add to

be apportioned with 62 per eent
or subtract from the routes.

cent of the
s and dis-

oule 1t

| as
constitution one .or all of
funds 1
| der.
| W

fax an

Another provision of the pro-

amendment would

eel TWay 0
money, 1T somew
like an add se tax
are legal now in citi villages

%

and boroughs, although not any
are in effect. The amendment
continues this right in the mu-

nicipalities and extends : AMENDMENT VOTED-""

to all political subdivi-

right
sions.
im commis-

to decide how to

ey Could

* cent

9

coun-
| ty money and
|municipal aid money. seem - somewhat
‘h as population, number of 1& but that is how much
and high-M&1 money would he
ete., have beendle for immediate use, It
sideration, Agnts the trust fund's 50
nt share of the occupa-
tion tax on iron ore paid in 1956
on 1955 mining operations.
The 1956 payment was the
| largest in the history of the
. |state. Barring a sudden change
{lin economic conditions, the
record may last only one year,
for iron ore shipments from the
Wl Great Lakes "area are ﬂ[}‘f‘-‘td,\'l
|

"Funds derived
herein provided for shal
| portioned: 50 per cent
| state general revepue ft
| per cent pen
| school fund and 10 per
the permanent unijversit
| The Legislature shall
make the necessary pr
for carrying out the p
of this section."”

If amended, that pa
section will read:

“Pands derived fror
herein jirovided for
| used as follows: 50 pe
the state general reva
40 per cent for the §
elementary and sed
| schools; and 10 per cd
general support of
versity., The Legisla
by law make the nect
vigions for carrying
visions of this sectid

gnay

street

con

to the

ita’s publie schools would ]

richer and the
niversity would be $2,-

better off for 1956.

3,300,000 tons ahead of

| running J,:

this time a year ago.

Amendment No. 3, affect-
ing article IX, section 1A of
the stat onstitutlon, is the
shortest of the three amend-
ments that will be voted on
in November, Its effect how-
ever, if passed, can be the
most far-reaching, The por-
tion of the existing section

1A proposed te bes amended In other words,

now reads as follows:
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Amenidment No. 3, affect-
ing article IX, section 1A of
the sta onstitution, is the
shortest of the three amend-
ments that will be voted on
in November, Ifs effect how-
ever, if passed, can be the
most far-reaching, The por-
tion of the existing section
1A proposed to be amended
now reads as follows:
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[ | sem—

| state general

| per

“Funds derived from
n provided for
portioned: 50 per cent to
Teven
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school fund and 10 per
the permanent university
The Legislature shall by
make the necessary provi
for carrying out
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be
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per cent
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cent for the
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Legislature shall
the necessary pro-

elemer
school
general
versity.
by law make

The

| visions for carrying out the pro-|

visions of this section.”

the amend-

In other words,

the tax
all bhe ap-:
the |
fund, 40 |

the provisions |
| and the university
| ment will not
present
{ Tund for public schopls

ment provides that the iron
ore occupation tax no longer
will be plﬂ['.i’.(l In permanent
trust funds, bhut can 1sed
for current expenses of the
schools and university as well
as for general revenue
]'II)FP!,

Only earnings
ments on mot
funds can bhe &

be

pur-

from {
trust
it \I'i]-\.
T ||,— amend-
the
rust
any
fund

touch any of

214-million-dollar

of the

for
The trust f

to grow slow

tional prineipal accumu

through sale of trust fur

produets m 1[ 1ed on or

the tru I

| earni Nngs on

the univers

111.N!mfr ts
Since the Legisiaturp is go=-

| ing“i?'ﬁ?inrtl pressed in 1957

In rmd ahout 18 mllllnu dol-

ated |

Money Could Be Used Immediately

lars to continue school aids at
their present level,
the amendment would help, at
the solve a
part of the problem.

passage of

least for present,

major

million rmﬂm;_
twice

unds topped

| this vear, only
in 1951 and 1954
exceeded 10 million dol
| several of the depressi
the 1930's total
was under 1 million doll
based ]
almo

mines,

hefore—

has

of the amount

in 1933,
ments Irom
down only
as 1 ved
Also the 1If
[ was swelled by ¢
{that will expire
{the Legislature renews
surtax provided about 2 mi
dollars of the more than
' million- r'n'hl {otal.
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!Women’s League
Give Constitution
A Close “Shave”

* * *
The Richfield League of Wom-

en Voters are going all-out toll
see that attempts to call a con- |r
vention for amending the state ||
constitution doesn’t get too close ||
a ‘“shave.”

| The League is requesting the ||
council to grant permission for

| erection of Burma Shave type ||

signs in several areas in the vil-
lage. The signs would be erected

{on vacant lots, the League hopes. ||
Although approving the idea|]

itself, councilmen were not so||
sure that several snares would
not confront the league. The
state definitely does not want
the signs on any state right-of-
way. The county feels the same
way. The village is willing, but
doesn't own that many vacant
lots. And, the question came up
as to whether the signs could be |
legally placed close enough to
the roads to be read by motor- |
ists. |
Size of the signs would be|
about 12 by 18 inches, and would
be about five feet high, spaced }
approximately 100 feet apart.
Wording might be along the or- §
| der, “Here’s A Fact, It's Not Sur-
prising. Cur State Constitution
| Needs Revising.” They would be
| done by silk screen process, as
hand painting would be too ex-§
I‘wnci_'-'e. league officers said.
| The village manager and at-|
'I.orne_\f were instructed by coun-
|:‘ilr'r:m': #0 assist the league as
imun'h asypossible. In the mean-
| time the ¢puncil passed a motion
| voicing no objection to the|
' League’s project.

MEA Clipping Bureau
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\Humorous Skit To
Highlight Meet Of
: |Afton-Lakeland LWV

Mrs, Phillip Carlson will be the
ihostes.‘: at the Afton-Lakeland Lea-
) [gue of Women Voters general mem-
§ | bership meeting Wednesday, July 11,
at 8 p.m. Assisting will be the Mmes.
|| C. R. Humphries, Charles Doermann,
I'!;mr.l M. France.
I Mrs. Humphries, who was the
'f!lfas::_ll delegate to the National con-
vention in Chicago, and Mrs. James
| Kerr and Mrs. Dean Honetschlager,
two of the delegates to the second
|| bienniel council meeting in Minne-
|| apolis, will relate some of the many
interesting and educational features
of the meetings they attended.

A highlight of Wednesdays meet-
|ing will be a humorous skit, enacted
{by Miss Mary Jane Leonard and
Mrs. W. Clyde Eckholm, depicting
Minnesota's need for a constitution-
| a1 convention. Our antiguated 99
| year old constitution, with its many
jamendments, hampers both the ex-
ecutive and legislative departments
of our state government, as both

CGzovernny Freeman and Stota Can

e, it's hard

teach respect for law.

Piecemeal amendment of

the

constitution is mere expensive

and. more unwieldy, .in

the

, th ac itutional

lion

1€ 2SS U

ntion to draw

1ew constitution,
The slogan on the
read it as

Sneary
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'Women’s League
Give Constitution |
A Close "“Shave” |

x * *

The Richfield League of Wom-
en Voters are going all-out to
see that attempts to call a con-
vention for amending the state |
constitution doesn’t get too (-lusei
a “shave.” |

The League is requesting the
council to grant permission for|
| erection of Burma Shave type
signs in several areas in the vil-
lage. The signs would be erected
on vacant lots, the League hopes.

Although approving the idea
itself, councilmen were not so|f
isure that several snares would |}
not confront the league. The
state definitely does not want
the signs on any state right-of-
way. The county feels the same
way. The village is willing, but
doesn't own that many vacant
{lots. And, the question came up
as to whether the siens could be
legally placed close enough to
the roads to be read by motor-

ists.

Size of the signs would be
about 12 by 18 inches, and would
e about five feet high, spaced }
approximately 109 feet apart.
Wording might be along the or-

', “Here’s A Fact, It’s Not Sur-

1g. Cur State Constitution

done by
hand painting would be too ex-

1IK SCreen process, as

pensive, league officers said.

The village manager and at-
torney were i ructed by coun-
cilmen yjo assist the league as
much asWpossible. In the mean-
{ time the cyuncil passed a motion
| voicing no objection to the
League’s project.

]
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\Humorous Skit To
Highlight Meet Of
| Atton-Lakeland LWV

Mrs, Phillip Carlson will be the
|hostess at the Afton-Lakeland Lea-
[8ue of Women Voters general mem-

§ | bership meeting Wednesday, July 11,
!::11 8 p.m. Assisting will be the Mmes.
C. R. Humphries, Charles Doermann, |

, and M. France. |

| Mrs. Humphries, who was the

{ilocal delegate to the National con-
vention in Chicago, and Mrs, James
Kerr and Mrs. Dean Honetschlager,
‘L\\'n of the delegates fo the second |
| bienniel counecil meeting in Minne-

||apolis, will relate some of the many
interesting and educational features
of the meetings they attended.

A highlight of Wednesdays meet-
|ing will be a humorous skit, enacted
by Miss Mary Jane Leonard and
Mrs. W. Clyde Eckholm, depicting
Minnesota's need for a constitution-

| al convention. Our antiguated 99
vear old constitution, with its many
amendments, hampers both the ex-
ecutive and legislative departments
of our state government, as both
| Governor Freeman and State Sen-
ator Elmer L. Anderson have stated.
As the skit points out, the League
feels that a constitutional conven-
tion is the most efficient method of
overhauling our long, complicated
| constitution in order to weed out the
defective and non-essential portfons

and to make the basic good pryvis-
xns more effective. ¢ 3
NRE 4
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(Evening)

Date

Editorials
An Obligoﬂom to Be Recognized

There is wide recognition in the state of Minnesota that our con-
stitution needs revision. The state constitution unlike the constitution
written for the federal union of states by such eminent men as Wash-
ingfon, Franklin, Madison, Hamilton, and others is a lengthy docu-
| ment covering a multitude of matters—not a general charter of prin-
ciples to guide state off 1(_‘1211.‘-: In the Minnesota Blue Book, the state
constitutich takes up 22 pages of fine print—the federal constitution
seven paggs.

There ‘are two ways to bring the constitution up to date—one by
the amendment process; the other by ealling a constifutional conven-
tion for an overhauling of the entire charter. The amendment process
is a slow and often frustrating performance inasmuch as few of the
voters at an election conecern themselves with amendments and the
occasion is all too rare when an amendment, no matter how popular
it may be, can cémmand a majority of all those casting votes as the
constitution requires for passage.

Although both political parties in their platforms have consistently
asked that the legislature give the people an opportunity to vote
whether a constitutional convention should be called, in past sessions
the legislature has refused to do this.

Members of the legislature evidently take the point of view re-
cently expressed by Andrew Finstuen, editor of the Kenyon Leader,
who prefers that the legislature consider what parts of the constitu-
tion need revision and submit proposed amendments one by one to
the electorate. How the legislators, assailed by a mountainous volunie
of urgent matters at their biennial 90-day sessions, can accomplish a
constructive job is almost beyond eomprehension. They simply do not
have the time to sit down and give their undivided attention to the job.

Finstuen, a former member of the state’s law-making body, ad-
vances the opinion that revision of the constitution “better be left to
be done by the legislature (because) a special convention for the
purpose would be likely composed of a great number of politicians not
particularly qualified for the work."”

In other words what Finstuen id saying is that Minnesotans other
than members of the legislature cannot be trusted with the work. This
is a rather ridiculous statement—one that surely the people of the
state would reject. et

Some of the opponents of a constitutional convention oppose it\
because they think that somehow or other big city interests would |
dominate such a meeting. This hardly makes sense since the con- |
stitution says that delegates to a convention would be elected on the1
same hasis as members of the legislature—the convention member- |
ship would have the same ferritorial complexion as the legislature, {'

Shevld a convention be called, the people would undoubtedly select

a large number of their state legislators to sit in the convention. But

it is only sensible to expect that they would show their intelligencef | |

in choosing oufstanding citizens with an experience in public affairs}
whether or not they had ever sat under the dome of the capitol in
St. Paul. The experience in other states where successful constitutional |
revicion has been accomplished is that the people respond to such al
challenge by electing as their delegates an unusually level- headcd
group of men and women,

Does the state constitution need an overhauling?
and frustration imposed on the present legislature by the 90-day
limitation—one of the constitutional provisions which strait-jacket
constructive government in Minnesota— is ample evidence of the
need. The people of this area should insist that the men they choose
for the legislature this fall pledge themselves to give the public an'
opportunity to vote ob calling a convention. One wonders how any
conscientious politician could possibly fail to recognize such an ob-i
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The Constitution of the |
United States is a perfect ex-
ample of a self-revising doe-
ument, It has only 6,700
words and was deliberately
planned to be flexible and
and adaptable. Our State
Constitution which containg
25,800 words, Jost its flexi-
bility. by_ an_ ‘amendment
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835 Palace Bldg, Minneapolis 1

RICHFIELD NEWS
JuL 19 1956

which leaves it among the |
least flexible in the U. 8. Yate

""" xichfield

On "Burma Shave"
Signs Cafch On

In its attempt t
some of the pre
stitution
the Richfi

o “shave” off
ent state con-
> it up tofdate,
e of Wom-.
n puttie up

2. 1y signs in the

village to m]l attention of resi-
dents to the need for a consti-
| ntion to make re-

»

!

7

& signs read:
“Keep Minnesota
Up To Snuff
Just Amendments
Ain’t Enuff
|Calli a Constitutional
| tion”
Signs are on

Conven-

66th street at
Graham Ave., 66th street at 10th
Ave., 63rd and Cedar, and 67th
and Portland. 4
8. Robert Damon #7317 Bry-
*\01.1. the original
5 State League
ed for consti-
.umfentmn vith road
(o:(ton Grunditz,
as vice-presi-
League,
 has bee of ordering
the signs ol sed by all
leagues throughc the state.
ichfield cague husbands
been dl.cE‘{ in to do the
actual placing of the signs. Sat-
urday Gordon Grunditz, Ken
Arnold, Bob Stot and Jim
Schepers put up three sets and
the fourth went up Monday
night.

Leagues that have ordered the
signs so far are: Afton-Lakeland,
Anoka, Bemidji, Bloomington,
Circle Pines, Golden Valley,
BEdina, Exc or, Fergus Falls,
| Hopkins, Owstlonna, St. Cloud,

ll.

or the

: 1 e the ne
tutlon

' dent

3

| Wayzata, Wells, and White Bear
| Township.
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2 LEAGUERS AT WORK

..wemcn Voters .f\‘h'll_'%l}.i}:" .-.:" T} Lieague :'af' \V()- THE CASS LAKE TIMES
I nenZVoters have b&em=Facationing ThurSday, Auguﬁflﬁ, 1956

this“Simmer in onme way or another
League Board _ but they have not lost touch with Page lﬂ]ur
gt each other and their thoughts are —
k- thoughts are v
Plan Activities | turning to League activities begin- Cass Lake, Minnesota
ning again officially in September.
: = ; : i Several of the program chairmen [
were made by members : - . : R '
(.\:-t\f.uilill.lf \}, l._,\]“_lm [“4);”: Oi, E.hi.- have given informal coffee parties
“"_ -\‘-\f'{;nt" -{j_j" k“f" * ],(".1 ;“’a" }gﬂ‘t{' recently to exchange ideas for the :
ﬂéﬁ?&'"-l{ﬁ“ Fi-l.]:“',lt-}f[h} “‘}L}\ l‘fl@f | good of the League. One of the par- Minnesota’s State Consti-
Mrs ﬂ}_\, a :I\E'E]“‘Eﬂ‘\idu 111}1((1112}!‘];:‘)(3)3 | ties was given by Mrs. Lloyd Stussy tution is 98 years cld—only |
Mrs. E yin Nor sim, 1208 and: another At the homa o Mes i | il o 43
ind another at the home of Mrs., F. (10 states have older consti-

Dewey avenue. Miss Hazel | M. Hockenl
wey n . Miss : M. Hockenhull, 2 S LS
Shimmin, president of the local The League president, Mrs. Man- tutions than ours. Age jtself

league presided, | ville Oren, sent out an interesting | is no defect: 1{u1_a C(}m?t‘t“'
Fair | letter recently to the members, con- tion must be flexible enough |
booth which has become an an- taining reminders and ideas for va- (to adapt itself to rew an.d !
Hifal Loasiie Drojedd wete com- Ii-.'»li.ll_:'l.n 1,--;.\;!1|:r:-_;r during this exciting ! modern conditions. Ours is |
pleted. This year the League | :J}”-,I '.h-,:t'. f'e;||l!\v-\111_?:n11. _\;4_-."_11-_ ln!,lum:{i in | one of the few gsiates where |
will conduet a :I:'J;_:an contest in ;-l?:,nllt. :.:!I‘Q_"'r;:: I{;::“ a,”:i kl:""‘:p:jm;h | the ciiizen has never had the |
connection with the booth. : E e e :oppnrtunit}-’ of a.conyention
A voters service institute to At the Kernel’'s Party on Monday, |to revise the prisent docu-
be held this fall, some radio pro- August 6, League members ;:ml'e ment or frame a new one.
grams for the near fulure were 275 New Constitution price 'I

discussed and problems for unit tags. The Leagné thanks Mrs, Sam

meetings during the year. Place- Hawkinson for wmaking the arm

ment of “Burma Shave” type bands worn by the members that day.

signs which Minnesota League Thanks to all those who worked and

members are putfing up along| many who offered to help with that

highways this summer to help project.

sell the idea of a constitutional
convention came up for discus-
510N,

The Bemidji League purchas-
ed three series of these signs|
I\'.'_hlch_ \Will soon appear on ('::I.ll _ MEA Clipping Bureay
mgiliwiaiy‘}’ lloacimgf 113}0 Bmmd__n. 835 Palace Bldg., Minneapolis 1

At the close of the meetin =T T
refreshments were served bf’ STILLWA l,Ewﬂ, WEEKLY
Mrs. Nordheim and Mrs. Jack GAZETTE
Snively. 4 Date_ Y

835 Palace Bidg., Minneapolis 1 Afton-Lakeland LWV

}[EADHTGR%ngM To Have Booth At Fair

%

THE VOTERS BOOTH

Plans {or the coming year

Arrangements for the

3 MEA Clipping Bureau

AUl © As in the past, the Afton-Lake- 835 Palace Bldg., Minneapolis 1

Date_* i _ land League of Women Voters will HOPKINS REV‘EFW
again have a booth at the Washing- G “ {i 14hb

League Of Women ton County fair, Aug. 10-12, and |

Wl” HGVE VOtGFSJ this year's theme will be one of? Data

|
constitutional revision. |

bor Da The league has been advocating| - s Ul
l BOOth LCI’ Y for many years the remodeling of | Hopklns I_Vm,"v Unlt

| . A special meeting of the League the state constitution by way of al Vgiunieers At Fuir
lof Women Voters was held Mbn= convention, as many states have al-|

|day evening at the home of ready doTie, rather than by the more | Hopkins league of Women
| president Mrs. Dick Donaldson. costly amendment method. Voters unif™ WIITOperate the

AUG 30 1956

| ~Plans were developed for a The League is now being support- 1 LWV booth at the Minnesota
| voters’ service booth to be main- ed in its desire for a constitutional| |[State Fair Saturday morning,
tained during the Box Car Day convention by Governor Freeman and A to: Mrs. J. K. Cum

AT il » Day - o mings, local president.
celebration on Labor Day. g many members of both political par- S e PES lent.. ”
Literature and information will || Hopkins women will distribute

be I“n%a(in available on (-,!H pal‘.!_\,' Ut;ill& REaiaey. Afir fatean LR P I!fill,{l.l-a.]l‘;r.l;- .'lalu‘i 111.01:-: r~.tull<'-. ]‘ui.r
| candidates at the' league’s booth, % : I isitors at the booth. A £t
Iprubablv to be located in the city taymond Stephan, are co-chairmen based on guessing rife tags in
;pal"ﬁ. : of the fair project. The league's a fish bowl will be conduected
The league members also de- booth will aecquaint all with Minne- | T W

E(:irlml to have a float in the par- sota’s need for constitution revision
lade to emphasize the need for and other league poNteies and activi-
revision of Minnesota's outdated ties.

Wonstitution.

r
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Minnesota Needs A
New Constitution

Why hasn’t there been more ac-
tion with regard to constitutional
re on? Because fruitless contro-
versy has been fostered in the leg-
islature regarding the method of

sion. In session after session,
1 small group of legislators argue
that the job can be accomplished
by the legislature through amend-
1ier than by speeially
xmbled in a
ional convention. This ob-
ructive and untenable argument
continués despite the fact that un-
der Article T of the Constitution
it is the people, not the legislature,
who have the legal right to decide
thisf question. But the people can-
noty decide it until the guestion is
sublmitted to them at the polls.
1is the leg ture repeated-
5 1O dn.

four sessions of the legisla-
bill that would permit the
people of Minnesota to vote on
whether or not they wished a con-
valtion held to revise Minnesota's

Copstitution has failed to re

' sary two-third wvote of
both House and Senate. Legislative
hostility te change has prevented
favorable action. This legislative
reluctance has been played upon

vely by paid lobbyis for
ilroads and other segments of
indusgry which oppose any possi-
b Mchange that might jeopar-
dize theilystatus under the present

Wells League of Women Voters

b\

i

MEA Clipping Bureau

WHITE BEAR LAKE
PRESS

The While I
nen for help t
*ground work” campaig: R r a! Eon tional
Minnesota. These siens Keep Minnesota
Just Amendments 1't Enuff; Call { itutional €
League of Women Voters', I hways 100 and
~ouny Road E just east of Bellaire ! e. In the pietu
eft to right, front now: Mrs. L. A. Guggemos, resource chair-
chairman; Mrs. C, W. Wegner, unit leader of Sunrisd/Park unit:
Mrs. John Rawson, public relations chairman: an(l)_._"}!z‘s, E. M.
Fornshell, township league secretary. Standing are Mr. John
Rawson and Ms. E. R. Gullickson, Not pictured is Mrs. Wayne
fllinger, bulletin editor.,

T-BULLETIN "’," T
Ye t 23, "r‘ab———ls

Women Voters,

history of the|,
1l state '‘Con-

1l time.
1 |

resige
not a ¢

d be called to write
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LEAGUERS AT WORK

On \Iondav evening, September 24,
the League of Women Voters met at

the home of Mrs. Lloyd Stussy with

Mrs., John Russ the assisting hostess.

All League members and their hus- {

hands are urced to attend the dinner
and meeting with the Civie and Com-

merce Association on Monday even- |

ing, October 8, at 6:30 p. m, at the
First Lutheran church. Dr. Raiph
Fjelstad, brother of Luther Fjelstad,
will speak on “The Needs of Our
State Government.”

The League wishes to thank the
Wells Mirror for : ndid co-
operation in bringing huimw the pub-
lic the great need for revision of the
Minnesota state cons i

The Voters Service commitfee of
the League deserves credit for giving
out leaflets at the P. T. A. meeting
last week, containing faectual informa-
tion about the three proposed amend-
ments to be voted on in the coming
election. These leaflets will be g
to the Home and School Association
members also. You may find it worth
while to listen to radio station WCAL
(the University station) on Tuesdays
at 11:15 a. m, On October 2 the three
proposed amendments will be discuss-
ed and most everyone needs to learn
more about them.

Luther [Fjelstad spoke fo the
League of Women Voters on Monday
evening on Amendment No. 3. the
Iron Ore Tax Amendment. He ex-
plained that iron ore taxes that now
oo into a huge trust fund, hereafter
will be used to help pay mounting
school costs. If Minnesota voters
want to ease the drain on their own
pocketbooks in school financing, they
will vote for Amendment No. 3. 1t
will mean the adding of 8 or 10 mil-
lion dollars to the current fund for
school expenses. The money will come
from the Irone Ore occupation tax.
If it doesn’t came from that source, it
will have to come from the addition
of direct taxes on the people to pay
the rising school expenses. Mr. Fjel-
stad gave permission to quote him
in saying “Vote Yes for Amendment
No. 3.” Remember no X on your bal-
lot counts as a “no’’ vote,

The League will sponsor a poster |

contest for high school students on
“(Getting out the vote.” Mrs. Marlys
Juhnke will explain details of the

contest to her art students. Watch |

for these posters in the business dis-
triet during the next few weeks.

Before the meeting was adjourned,
Mrs. J. Murray spoke briefly on Fair
Trade Lav ind Mrs. Mark Virnig
cave tim I ecague members some back-
ground in%ermation on the outdaied
Minnesota (*on:mi.utmn and some
the reasons for revising it.

_ MEA Clipying Bureau
835 Palace Blig., Minneapolis 1
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Date_
Dr. Ralph S. Fyelstad
Guest Speaker Here
Monday, October 8

Dr. Ralph S. Fjelstad will be the
guest speaker at e joint dinner
meeting of the Civie and Commerce
Asseciation and the League of Wo-
men Voters, their husbands and wives,
on Monday, October 8. The dinner
will be held in the dining room of the
First Lutheran church at 6:30 p. n:.

Dr. Fjelstad is Professor of Gov-
at Carleton College on thel
Congdon Foundation and
the Department of
International Rela-

(rovernment

tions,

He came to Carleton in 1948 as as-

sor of Government. A
Minnesota, he graduated
cum laude from Concordia
Colleg Moorhead, and earned his
Ph. D. from Northwestern University
in 1948, i3
nrollment officer at Concordia for
vears, Dr. Fjelstad held the!
tion of Direetor of Personnel in|
tment, Illinois Ord- |
nt, Carbondale, Ill., from |
1943,
was on leave from Carleton in
) Fallow under the
the A i\ ancement of Educa
a ar's study of state
es and procedure
] .L:lm reference to the legis-
ire ()T Minnesota.
topic he will discuss at L
“Winner meeting is “The Needs |
- Ourystate Government.'
one who is not a member of
organi ion, may attend the |
er- by obtaining tickets ($1.50)
either Mr. and Mrs. Maynard
er or Mrs. Manville Oren on or
lw- re Oetober 1,
Dr. Fjelstad, who is a brother of
ﬂ‘u-' Fjelstad, superintendent of
[ Public Schools, is interest-
community activities and is
f the 1956 Northfield Com-
He has been a member
ld Advisory Committee

MEA Clipging Bureau
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anesota Needs A
New Constitution

Since 1898, when the amending
process to our Constitution was
made much more difficult, 96
amendments have been proposed
and only 31 have been adopted. On
the average only 67% of the voters
participating in a ge sneral election
vote on proposed amendments. An
amendment, therefore, goes to the
people at a general election with a
339%, handicap; only 18% of those
voting upon the measure are
enough to defeat it!

This low approval rate has mot
happened because proposed amend-
ments have been unpopular, but
because the voter who fails teo
mark his ballot is couted as voting
“no.” 93% of the amendments sub-
mitted from 1899 to 1954 received
a majority of “yes” votes. In other
words, the voters who did not vote
on the amendments defeated them. |

Be an informed voter—learii all
you can about thc a..m(,ndmentm a"td
then vote either “yes” or “no.”

Wells League, of Women Voters
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SENATOR TO TALK
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Nd\E WASE&A JOURN AL, WASECA MINNI-ORIALS
Change s tchful .

self-survey task foree has recom- R Realizing that people, in general, are living faster these
d that the governor and lieutenant §days, and that they don't always bother to “‘read the fine print”
nor be Phe anlv. eloaive oitels ia before they act, we shuddered at the sight of the dark -cloud
: ¥ i'| dropping earthwam to envelope our own state Lapltol at St.
I| Paul.
The attorney general, state treasurer \ It should be called a dark cloud, because if it is ever iru mit-
o A=) = . (=9 % i
t
|

state government,

ted o close in we may know many years of blindness.

We refer to the news of last week telling of a “survey com- |
mittee” recommendation advoeating the complete reorganizat-
fion of our st \tﬂ government. You hd\ en't heard of it? Little
jwonder, it didn’'t make the splash in news ecircles we think it
Liminated. Ideserved.

and secretary of state weuld be appointed
the governor and the eclerk of the
ipreme court by the members of the
The office of state auditor would be

Also recommended was a wholesale ' Theé survey committee, called a state government self-sur-
tt of the duties of the three top officials. ln'ev committee, has as its apparent objective the streamlining
iof the nuecleus of our state governing system. The committee,

Surely the proposal has merit but it lheaded by a University of Minnesota political science professor,
't much chance of adoption. It would lone Lloyd M. Short, recommends the concentration of all state
re a constitutional amendment and |services into 14 departments. It recommends that the voters

7 are difficult to pass on controversial Eln__mld not vote for their state officials but that they be ap-
j | pointed by the governor. The voters would elect a governor and

| It. governor only. The duties of the state auditor, state treasur-

1e public would be pretty well div- | | er anq secref:a,_r_y of state would be consolidated within other
ided on this proposal. Many would view | agencies and friends of the governor would control these agen-

i 7 o : G cies on an appointive basis. Sound cozy ? There’s more!
alafm the idea of taking away the |

s voice in naming particularly the at- | The governor’s term in office would be increased to four

rney general, state treasurer and secre- | vears. The attorney general would be appointed instead of el-

Farvicr o s | -ected. He would boss a Departinent of Law and Public Safety.

: | From what continent have you heard similar sounding titles be-
Too, there are those who like the fore?

of having a dissenting voice on the The clerk of the Supreme Court would also be made an ap-
itive  council during those years | pointive position. It will be anyway if we approve amendment
when neither party has been able to make No. 1 at the coming election on November 6.
r sweep of all state offices. Under '. In addition to these, there is a long list of other consolid-
_.poini:_q’{&nt system all of the other | mtions, concentrations and changes recommended by the com- |
state officers would be controlled by the | mittee, many of them lined up to affect the present systems|
arty winning the governorship. There | wontrolling state education, health and welfare.

would be a possibility of having a gover- ' The report of the committee’s findings which we read
or of one party and a lieutenant gover- seemed to have omitted one familiar word . . . that oft used, |
r of another but it would not be likely. | well-worn term “efficiency.” But perhaps it was ‘-"/V*‘Phed

Logical as the,proposal appears to be . So what does all this mean? We think it mgans that Mr.
ohn Q. Voter had better start watching where he marks his
X’s on election day, — and if he hasn't been paying much at-
fenion to what goes on outside his own 160 or across the street,
me. Sulmission of a constitutional it’s high time he develop an awareness of the forees which may
idment Inaking the elerk of the even now be selecting the proper time to jerk his plow from be-
supreme court an appointive office should | meath him.
be the first move, an early one, and one |
asy to achieve.

ve do not expect to see it adopted. The
tive might better take one step at

When amendments come up at election time, read them.
| Then read them again . . . they can be confusing. The state
legislature may also pass reorganization laws, — watch ’em like
a hawk.

Obviously, an all-appointed bunch of state officers would
not be a desirable thing. But it has been recommended, and that
| must be the first step.

When vou lose your right to vote, — what earthly posses-

sion do you have left?

We consider this entire measure a bold, wholesale insult to
\the voting public. It may appear absurb to you too, but that
|doesn’t guarantee its not being passed into law. We may soon
|be asked to vote upon just such a proposition, if, when election
[time rolls around again, we still have that privilege.
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self-survey task foree has recom-

d that the governor and lieutenant

yvernor be the enly eleetive officials in
state government.

The attorney general, state treasurer

and secretary of state weuld be appointed

the goyernor and the clerk of the

preme court by the members of the

urt. The office of state auditor would be
i rl:—}ied_

Also recommended was a wholesale
of the duties of the three top officials.

Surely the proposal has merit but it
asn’t much chance of adoption. It would
re a constitutional amendment and
are difficult to pass on controversial

R13LLers.

The publie would be pratty well div-

led on this proposal. Many would view

h alagm the idea of taking away the

s voice in naming particularly the at-

>y general, state treasurer and secre-
 of state.

Too, there are those who like the
a of having a dissenting voice on the
utive council during those years
n neither party has been able to make

2 clean sweep of all state offices. Under!

appointment system all of the other

officers would be controlled by the|

arty winning the governorship. There
uld be a possibility of having a gover-
nor of one party and a lieutenant gover-
nor of another but it would not be likely.
Logical as the proposal appears to be

we do not expect to see it adopted. The
legislative might better take one step at

%uhm}q&lon of a constitutional|

nendment Inaking the c¢lerk of the

supreme court an appointive office should |

be the first move, an early one, and one
easy to achieve.

well-worn term “efficiency.

EDITORIALS
| Let’s Be Ever Watchful . . .

F Realizing that people, in general, are living faster these
days, and that they don’t always bother to Ioad the fine print” ||

Lt‘tTUH they act, we shuddered at the sight of the dark cloud

i } dropping earthward to envelope our own state capitol at St.

| Paul. f

| It shouid be called a dark cloud, because if it is ever Erermit—

‘ ted to close in we may know many years of blindness.

We refer to the news of last week telling of a “survey com-
imittee” recommendation advoeating the (’umplete reorganizat-
lion of our state government. You ha\ en't heard of it? Little
lwonder, it didn’'t make the gplash in news circles we think it

Ideserved.

The survey committee, called a state government self-sur-
jvey committee, has as its apparent objective the streamlining
of the nucleus of our state governing system. The committee,
headed by a University of Minnesota political science professor,
lone Lloyd M. Short, recommends the concentration of all state
|services into 14 departments. It recommends that the voters
should not vote for their state officials but that they be ap-
pointed by the governor. The voters would elect a governor and

| It. governor only. The duties of the state auditor, state treasur-

er and secretary of state would be consolidated within other

| agencies and friends of the governor would control these agen-
cies on an appointive basis. Sound cozy ? There's more!

The governor’s term in office would be increased to four
years, The attorney general would be appointed instead of el-

ected. He would boss a Departinent of Law and Public Safety.
From what continent have you heard similar sounding titles be-
fore? '

The clerk of the Supreme Court would also be made an ap-
pointive position. It will be anyway if we approve amendment
No. 1 at the coming election on November 6.

In addition to these, there is a long list of other consolid-

| ations, concentrations and changes recommended by the com- |
| mittee, many of them lined up to affect the present systems

eontrolling state education, health and welfare.

The report of the committee’s findings which we read
seemed to have omitted one familiar word . . . that oft used,
” But perhaps it was implied.

So what does all this mean? We think it mgans that Mr.
John Q. Voter had better start watching where he marks his
X’s on election day, — and if he hasn't been paying much at-
fenion to what goes on outside his own 160 or across the street,
it’s high time he develop an awareness of the forces which may
even now be selecting the proper time to jerk his plow from be-
neath him,

When amendments come up at election time, read them.

| Then read them again . . . they can be confusing. The state
| legislature may also pass reorganization laws, — watch 'em like
! a hawk.

Obviously, an all-appointed bunch of state officers would .'
not be a desirable thing. But it has been recommended, and that
must be the first step.

When you lose your right to vote, — what earthly posses- |

| sion do you have left?

We consider this entire measure a bold, wholesale insult to
the voting public. It may appear absurb to you too, but thati
doesn’t guarantee its not being passed into law. We may soon |
be asked to vote upon just such a proposition, if, when election |
time rolls around again, we still have that privilege.
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VIRGINIA
MESABI DAILY NEWS

Date ey

LWY Begi
Unit Si‘udy
Mee'hn

The 1;1m|~1f\rml League of
N nen Voters of Virginiais pre-
pared to pegin the study of con-
stitutional revision in Minnesota,
officials announced today.

Mrs. Thomas Muff, Eveleth,
' resource committeewoman, con-
ducted a workshop for the unit
leaders. Mrs. Elmer Isaacson,
Mrs. Kenneth Sexton, Mrs. Rich-
| ard Silvola, Mrs. Douglas Black-
well, Mrs. N. T. Rykken, and|
Mrs. Muff will present the ma-
' terial for discussion at the unit |
| meetings.
| Any woman of voting age who
| is interested in the League of|
| Women Voters program is cor-
| dially invited to attend the unit|
| of her choice, officers of the pro- |

| visional c,haptu said. The unit||

| meetings are arranged to give|
interested women an opportunity
to meet at the time and location
best suited to their own needs. |
| No formal invitations are ex-
| tended. |
| Unit meetings are scheduled |
as follows: Unit No, 1, at 7:30
to 9 o'clock this evening, at 1010
| Seventeenth Street North with
{ Mrs. Leonard Stone as hostess.
Unit No. 2, Wednesday from 2 to
3:30 o'clock at 723 Douglas Ave-
nue in Eveleth with Mrs, Muff |
as hostess.

Unit No. 3, Wednesday from
10 to 11:30 a.m. at 415 Fourth
Street South with Mrs. Walter
Damberg as hostess; Unit No, 4
on Wedm.sddy' from 4 fto 5.%0
p.m. at 912 Fifth Avenue South
with Miss Winifred Reynolds as
hostess. Unit No. 5 also will|
meet on
[9:30 p.m. at 37 Taconite Drive
| with Mra, Douglas P’a(‘l\\wll as |
| hostess. The final unit, U t. N':.s.'
| 6, will meeyfrom 10 to 11:
on Thursday at 39 Idu:n,tc
Drive with Mrs. N. T. Rykken|
as hostess. |

Wednesday from 8 toll
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835 Palaceé Bldg., Minneapolis 1
NEW ULM
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L:ferary Club Hears
Richfield Speaker

Mrs. Gordon Grunditz of Rich-
|field, chairman of the constituticns
!al revision committee that will lob-
|by at the legislature, was gufgst
!a"](:‘:l[\(.“ at the meeting of ‘;Be
|Women's Literary Club Tuesdgy
afternoon. She e\;pl'meﬂ the réps
sons why a constitutional cOoNVEIks
r'.on fo} the purpose of Tev ising the

|present outmoded constitution 18

ana e Cre
lvited gt
The I
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ROSE TRIBUNE

Date

Roseville L'WY 0r:
Revise Minnesola

As part of a statewide cam-

paign for & constitutional

vention to draw up a new mod-
.. | cents. You will be seeing andj

ern state constitution, the

.llr
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ROCHESTER

DAILY POST-BULLETIN

(Eyeping)
Date =¥

e FaE)
State Constitution

\Reviston Urge

| “The importance of

| public opinion’ to demand

| stitutional conventicn to revi

| T
1stale constitution,

building
con-

se the

was stressed|

lat a sfAt®wide executive meet-

ling of the League of
voters held Wednesday at t
|neapolis YWCA.

Women :
he Min-

| Mrs. John Silliman, local les

| president, and Mrs. R. Dr
|ler,  legislative chairman,
sented the local group,
John Hill of Rochester,
lications chairman, spoke
group on the use of public
the local level.

Mrs. 'Basil Young of I
Istate league president, |
during the discussions,

ew
Tepre-

and Mrs.
state pub-

to the

ations at

libbing,
oresided

vhich in-

cluded local lobbying and the cur-

rent agenda. Guest sp

Mzrs. Errol Horner of W .lt;i:ir;;.{[: 1

D. C., national league rep
tive.

ﬁ{, onst

@‘1 dhw bl

accomplish wide distribution of
the booklet, which sells for 25

ville LWV has organized a con- constitution all during the month
of Oectober, and a fascinating!
of this community with the noe:] Py s

The disturbed atmosphere and!

certed drive to acquaint citizens |

for constitutional revision.
League members have lm‘nf*f{

author, producer and actor
will original u,l ”

various civi

os throughout

Stiond
come up with a hatfull of ide

nd will be using every one

.}mme in which Minnesota’s basic

law was drawn, the outdated
'ovisions, and other aspects of
our confusing state document
have been presented in the
League's hooklet in very read-
ble fasl and with graphic
illustrations. To pro-

of this booklet a

e indbom has sat an an
itious program fop~fhis area.

(Continued on Page Seven)

“I"' i
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A WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING
’/Lef‘s Be Ever Watchful .

Realizing that people, in general, are living faster these
days, and that they don’t always bother to *read the fine
print” before they act, we shuddered at the sight of the
dark cloud dropping earthward to envelope our own state
capitol at St. Paul.

It should be called a dark cloud, because if it is ever per-
mitted to close in we may know many years of blindness.

We refer to the news of last week telling of a “survey
committee” recommendation advocating the complete reor-
ganization of our state government. You haven’t heard of it?
Little-wonder, it didn’t make the splash in news circles we
think it deserved.

The survey committee, called a state government self-sur-
vey committee has as its apparent objective the streamlining
of the nucleus of our state governing system. The committee,
‘headed by a University of Minnesota political science pro-
fessor, one Lloyd M. Short, recommends the concentration
of all state services into 14 departments. It recommends that
the voters should not vote for their state officials but that
they be appointed by the governor. The voters would elect a
Governor and Lt. Governor only. The duties of the state
auditor, state treasurer and secretary of state would be con-
solidated within other agencies and friends of the governor
would control these agencies on an appointive basis. Sound
cozy? There’s more!

The governor’s term in office would be increased to four
years. The attorney general would be appointed instead of
elected. He would boss a Department of Law and Public
Safety. From what continent have you heard similar sound-
ing titles before?

The clerk of the Supreme Court would also be made an
appointive position. It will be anyway if we approve amend-
ment No. 1 at the coming election on November 6.

In addition to these, there is a long list of other consolida-
tions, concentrations and changes recommended by the
committee, many of them lined up to affect the present sys-
tems controlling state education, health and welfare.

The report of the eommittee’s findings which we read
seemed to have omitted one familiar word — that oft used,
well - worn term “efficiency’”’. But perhaps it was implied.

So what does all this mean? We think it means that Mr.
John Q. Voter had better start watching where he marks his
X’s on election day, — and if he hasn’t been paying much
attenion to what goes on outside his own 160 or across the
street, it’s high time he develop an awareness of the forces
which may even now be selecting the proper time to jerk
his plow from beneath him.

When amendments come up at election time, read them.
Then read them again — they can be confusing. The state
legislature may also pass reorganization laws, — watch ‘em
like a hawk.

Obviously, an all - appointed bunch of state officers would
not be a desirable thing. But it has been recommended, and
that must be the first step’

When you lose your right to vote,
sion do you have lefl?

We consider this entire measure a bold, wholesale insult to
the voting public. It may appear absurd to wou too, but that
doesn’t guarantee its not being passed into law. We may
soon be asked to vdte upon just such a proposition, if, when
election time rolls around again, we still have that privilege.

— what earthly posses-

‘\Wesfbrook Sentinel }

[Falco

9
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Wednesday, October 3, at 1'he|
home of Mrs. Walter Hiller, 2203
Falwell, Univ. Grove, members of

their guests, will hold their open-
ing fall meeting. A short movie
depicting hi-lites of the local
league’s past year's activities and
spotting village scenes of inter-
est will be shown to acquaint our
guests with some aspects of
League work and with the village

ﬂ- Heights LWV
IPlans Fall Meetings

in which they live. The evenings
speaker, DMrs. William* Peet of
the St. Paul League, will review
the new booklet, “Well, What
|D'you Know, Minnesota has a
Constitution.” A short dramatic
Istory of Minnesota’s Constitu-
tion.

Any Falcon Hts. resident in-
terested in attending this open-
ing meeting is urged to contact
Mrs. Clark Peterson, Mi. 6-5723
lwith whom transportation may
be arranged if needed, Meetings
are held the 1st Wednesday of
ieach month,

A board of directors meeting
'was held at the home of Mrs. J.
[Duddleston, 1429 W. Hoyt, Sept.
;liJi'h. Candidate replies to

the

. j

meetings based om material pre-
pared by the state @md national
offices.

The Falcon Hts. League will
again sponsor the sale of the
well designed appointment calen-
dar for '57 which ecarries the
League name on it. This ealen-
offers adequate space for
daily appointment notations, is
only $50 and may be ordered
thru any local league member.

dar
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WAYZATA HERALD

0 - NER
L A J

i‘siate League questionaire wereza“-

freviewed and plans were formu-

——

llated for the coming m?nt'hs uniEFoiers l—.edgue

i
|
]
|
|
li

Sponsors Speaker
On Constitution

The League of Women Voters

|| throughout the—-state—of Minne-
I| sota has been pushing for a con-
stitutional convention to draft a
new state constitution,

The Wayzata League now pre-
sents the opportunity for its
league members, guests and all
interested people to learn why a
new constitution is so important
to Minnesota.

On October 11 at 8 p. m. in the
Wayzata high school library, Mrs.
Stanley Kane will speak on
| “Constitution and You.”

Mrs. Kane is well qualified to
| present this subject. She has beep
editor of the “Minnesota Voter,”
reapportionment chairman for
the LWV, and is on the consti-
tutional revision and legislative
committees.

Plan on attending this impor-
{tant 1 mg. The Wayzata
|1cague welcomes you.
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WELLS MIRROR
OCT 4 1906

Date
“League of Women Voters
Continues Constitution Study

Ten groups of League of Wom-
Voters in and

Date.

Minnesota Needs A
* New Constitution

We have mentioned before how
the amending method to revise our
constitution is difficult and expen- voted
sive. You have but to read the en- The
tire content of the first pro_p-os_ed _ continuing s and discussi -.\pgh.ii\._
a:nendmc_mt (revision of tht_e ]Ll.dl(‘.‘- SEont Ea yevislon ot the ’
iary article of the Constitution)
which is to be voted on at the
coming election to see how involy-
ed some amendments are.

Let us turn now to the conven-
tion method. A constitutional con-
vention is composed of delegates
elected by the people from each
legislative district. In an orderly,
systematie fashion, the convention
considers the Constitution as a
whole and proposes a revised Con-
stitution for the voters’ approval
or disapproval.

The initial step to achieve a
constitutional convention is sim- ||
plicity‘its«alf.l All it requires 'is | AOT & 1956
that the legislature pass a bill |} . Jul O

Date.....o

submitting to the voters the ques-

tion “Shall a Constitutional Con-
Voters League
Sponsors Speaker

; new
in|and a constitu ]
z|In 1851 i

Austin
ted their ;
discussing the e |on
which are to be on
the coming Novem-
hearing reports of

ing held Friday

one conver
the le

the comn

dation of a

tion: Agai

A T

made

feel

ne

feel a Cons
Convention uld be ¢
a view to writing an entirely
itution. Cthers are of the|
opinion there are mno good rea-|
sons for having a Constitutional
Convention; they believe necessary | ega; ]

=i 1V,
nges can be made by amend are on

ZENS

To

the

amend
two-thirds of

MEA Clipping Bureau
DEEPHAVEN ARGUS e
6 electi te,
If a person neglecls to vole on
1endmer
“no’” vote.

thzt it would be a danger-{gcoming Nov.
ous undertaking at fthis|
time when so many hidden means
being used fo attempt fo
change our form of government,

In:

5 the same as
ara
vention be called?” What would
happen if the bill should pass at
the next legislative session and
the people vote yes? Delegates
would have to be elected, and be-

smuch the League

organized for the purpose of aid-
ing women become well in-
formed on all subjects of govern-
ment; to help them analyze =i

as

to

fore the final document could be
satified, at least five years of sue-
cessive steps would be required.
The convention method
hasty one.

If you think you and your

is mot a

On Constitution

1 The Leagué of Women Vloters
| state of Minne-
i a con-
sota has been pushing f.or c{]r;;ft 3
‘qtituuonal conveniion to

garoughout the

uations, and to do their own th

ing so as not to be carried away

pressure

ions,

groups; all sides
such as

vision and a Cons

of

Constitutional
itional Con-

vention are studied thoroughly
If a Constitutional Co
is called these are the steps which
would become necessary: In 1957
the Legislature would vote fo sub-
mit to the people the guestion of
whether or not to call a -nstitu-
tional convention; in 1958, the
people would vote on calling a
Wayzata high schoo_l lib%‘ar}f{' C[fll)‘.’f._"llti.tzl.’],' in l:EbJSSJ_. ‘rle ‘]f“-‘ _1::11111'9..-
SR Eane will s_pBﬂ\ would set up the machinery for
:g.tfuﬂf’},t tion and You.” a convention; in 1960 wvoters
‘Constitv k i alified to -.voul_d elect delegates to a con-
Kane 15_\\11 qula‘% been || Vention, to serve without pay; |3, Mrs,
is Sub]ef:t' Shetql {Totel‘." in 1960-61, the legislature would wood R
“anes?.;nan for| set up the election, for approval| Wescott, 604 W. Winc
d;aléhe consti- | or re_ie'vtimz of thc_ (locum‘e].xt 5 I\'I_r's. Manley Har
d legislative framed by the convention; and in|Myrtle; Group 6, Mrs,
1962, the voters would vote to son, 708 N. Third;
prove or reject the document|Mrs. Lester B, Hill, 506 N.
framed by the convention. Group 8, Mrs. Ernest
The state legislature, in 1947, Northwood Road; Group
recognizing there are changes|A. C. Fossey, 401 Prospect; Grou
which should he made in the pre—38, Mrs. John W. Holmes, 402 :
sent state constitution, created a|RKenwood, Mrs. Richard Whitd
commission to study it. In 1949,11402 W. Baldwin; Adams G«
the commission recommended 112 | Mrs. Vernon Schaefer.

state mnstitutien.

The Weyzata

friends and neighbors should have
the righthto vote on whether or
not you wint a constitutional con-
vention called, tell your legisla-
tor. Minnesota's future is in your
hands.

Wells League of Women Voters

new
League now prci-

iy . its
sents the opportumty i\(:d ;H
hl.ea\g.uf-: members, guests ‘why :
interested pcp_ple to qlca}l*rr;poﬁam
new constitution is so
to Minnesota.

group
Northwood I
Archie Lane
10, Mrs. Orrin
Winona; Ad

ce Torgers

at 8 p. m. in the
il Mrs.
on

On October 11

Program chairman

Rasmussen, 907 Lans
R. D. Gov

d.; Group 4, Mrs.

Mrs. :
oo th
pic:.:,nt 3
editor of the
1‘0apportionment_
the LWV, an(} is ©
tutional revision an

committees.
Plan on attending tms“i:;[:;i;
tant meeting. e
e WelcoImes you.
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7 As The Times Sees It

Changes Asked

In State Gov't.

II COUNTIES are our most ineffi-
cient governmental units, most of
our states are not far behind. This
: special interest to a study made
committee surveying the Min-
tate government,

drastic change recom-
which other states ought
seriously, would make all
es except lieutenant gover-
rernor appointive instead
At present the attorney
general, secretary of state, treasurer
and three railroad and warehouse

commissioners are elected.
the ballot without
popular con-
administration. Few
voters know any of the candidates for
these offices, or ¢ reason why one
should be elected over another., The
average man has only the party to
guide him and, in default of anything
better, generally takes the party’s
recommendations. The results are apt
to be mediocre; sometimes they are

disastrous.

Other proposals would make the
governor’s term four years insfead of
two, and allow him to appoint and
remove department heads. This would
make his position somewhat analogous
to the presidency. This system hags
worked out well nationally.

The Minnesota committee recom-
mendations are of interest not only
n that state but also in numerous other
states\, The report- offers wvaluable
guidance toward better state govern-

ments.
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: ’ : . i s B RS and
Women Voters To Distribute League Issues i Seu
TWO BODkS On | sons Iin ;’.J_'.t'_J\'L‘I‘I'iI‘,'M'.'E‘f‘.. students,

State Constitution

and members of other organiza-

| tions working for a Minnesota

Py STt conetituti 1 convention. It com
I'wo mew publications on the ‘_"1"1‘””.‘_ E 2 '._"I‘\("“”,j;' 1
need for revisi Minnesota’s| Piles information on all ‘aspects

ly story of the battles that pre- ! constitution are being issued this| " state constitution and

RBook On Constitutional Revision

"Minnesota Has a Constitu-|felt, can be used for reference
tion." a booklet telling the live. | by legislators and teachers,

ceded our state’'s recognition, week by the League of Women

& ey Voters of T e e 2 s U T 3oth books wil
will be offered to the public MEA Clipping Bureau Voters of Minnesota~OME™IS in-| Both books wil

this. week by the Minnesota B35 Palace Bldg., Minneapolis 1 | tended  for the public and the|a i_"'“:-l‘ at ”‘-[I‘- \”
el e B e RS | other for persons doing research, 1] association
PN T roter ROCHESTER - : i L2 BT 7 - SO :
eague of Women Voters. \DAILY POST.BU pp—— Copies of “Well, What D’Ya|in St. Paul October 2o
The disturbed atmosphere | D/ i OST-BULLETIN - : Y = + 1 Ao f 3
-l (Evening) Know . , . Minnesota Has a Con- Further information on
' D'L 0CT Q 196R stitution,” a booklet written in|books and tape recording
hasic law was drawn and the § 3.‘1 & — ——= humorous style and illustrated| cbtained from the Le
outgrown laws, now ignoved,ff > | with cartoons, will be given to|Women Voters of Minnesotaf 15th
i 2 ;. & o ool . hrarieo H additio tol and Washington avenue o
have bheen pres: nted in grap - Women V county libraries, I addit ef - Al s . "'.. R T e -
pictures and prose in the Oi.ers | those already sent to state legis-| M eapolis 14, Minnesotaf

league's hooklet to state their lators and newspaper editors. A

]
case for the need for uc-n.ciitu-_ I SpOI"ISOI‘ EXhlbeS | tape recording planned for use B 4

and haste in which Minnesota's

tiopal revision, officers said. hools, radio stations and or-
Local league groups, inclids “The Need for Revision of the ganizations.

ing St. Paul a:‘.fin}lmnsp, coun- Minnesota Constitution,” is the
ty units, will be cover the theme of window displays now ap-
state with Leaguemobiles, win- | pearing in the windows of the
dow displays, coffee parties and IFirst National Bank, the Kahler
confacts with friends and neigh- Coffee Shop and Massey’s.

bors fo make citizens aware of |
the. book and its contents
throughout the month.

Dealing mainly with Minne-
sota's freak 1857 constitutional
convention and the legacy of
problems it left in the state, this
booklet calls for a present-day

The displays, which were made ||} || convention “to meet together in
by Mrs. Oliver Dorschner, Mrs. || the old American way and review
Fred Rolstad and Mrs. Louis Mut- and revise our constitution into
phy, unit 5 members of the Roch- a vibrant, living thing, ratl
ester League of Women Voters, than a ghostly scroll of 100 years
are centered around the new state ago!”
publication, *“Well, What D'Ya
tiofg bills in the last session of }-I:rih.‘..—?vlmnEsum Has a Constitu-
the "Legislature. "Among Hag: s

eatt il ba San. Elmer A ‘"Phc‘ exhibits were made as part

.tsen and Rep. Joseph Karth of the League's state-wide project
of 'SF i Paul. Mrs, Rasil. Your to acquaint all Minnesotans with
of Hibbing state president, a1 % the need they feel is evident for al
Mrs. Malcolm Hargraves of convention to revise the Minne-
Rochester, state chairman of |} [sofa constitution. |
the - cor ional econvention _——
item, *!fl present the legisla-

tors with copies of the booklet.

is a special

with the Min-
nesota league hoard of directors
as hosts, for legislators who au-
Hgred ¢ tutional conven- In most of the 54 league com
munities, “Leaguemobiles” will
circulate {he booklet in business
and residential seelions Monday,
October 8.

“The State You're In,"”

MEA Clipping Bureau MEA Clipping Bureau
Another book, .The State 835 Palace Bldg., Minneapolis 1 435 Palace Bldg., Minneapolis 1

Youre In" SESEEER-"C I WAYZATA HERALD ST. CLOUD DAILY TIMES
sented thig Y el

League of Weomen ¥oters. It is ocT ] 1 :

a research weork en the Minne- |} []CT 1 l 1956 ) S 138€
sota constitution awhich, it is | Date | =

MrS. KQ ne SPEGkS ' The plight of Minnesota and its archaie

constitution is graphically portrayed in

L] - :
new hookle e T s ey
On ConSthhOn 1 yoklel prepared by the League
I]I!] . If is good reading,
TO M hi’ 01‘ 8'.00 the point, and based on facts.
] 3 " ddress It tells how the present state constituti
) .
M see e it %Oséfs i was hastily drawn and illegally adopted
the League of Womea’h M‘ln: how out of date it has become over the years.
friends, and guests on Y The League of Women Voters. of ‘course.
sota should have a DNew state . o
i tion today, October 11, at interested, like so many other citizens. in
S ; i ronstitut al eonvention whin T fonians
(3 m. in the Wayzata high Lf_iT]..l]lIiILIf}.Ilgu.L)1|\L?|[n’_|,l which might draw
o : - new eonstitution or at least bring the present
ischool library : ] § nsitution or at leas 2 the 5
Mrs. Kane, who 1s well (‘.11.‘18.11— fm;. up fodate and eliminate some of its morc
fied to present this subject, utleﬁ | serlous errors and inconsistencies,
her talk “Constitution and ”‘2'01‘1. You’ll want to have a look at this hoo
: ; 1 g .
e Edltor i “tle !1:1'1;?1?; | Ii’s on sale now at the Marsh drug store
Ll reawppgo,l wdni‘ on shop, and will be available on the stree’
: z 3 d
chairman for the L .an d e it
the constitudienal revision an =-.
legislative committees.
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Parent-Teacher

Date

EWal wlla)
120

Assoclations Meet

Hill and Longfellon@
s PTAs met Tuesday evef§
nings at their respective schools.|§
Mrs. R. Drew Miller, Mrs. Louis§
Murphy and Mrs, John de
Pemberton Jr., of the Roches
' Voters, lec
n of the State
Golden Hilll}
during the meeting
ister, school principal,
ing were named to
e Congress of Par-
hers Oct. 23 and 24

announced that two i
| be purchased for the
. report.on the
given byl
Branes. The attendance
on by the third grade, |
: rved 1
parents.
No. 106 held a
a meeting of |
ngfellow School PTA. Lloyd}
reecived a life Scout|
{ and a first aid merit badge, §
id Daggeit was awarded r}‘..nl,

% b

framl

chool patrol, z

kating rink

s Were &

lart and scholarshij
and- Richard
{swimming and lifesaving badged
nd was
tie clasp
summer camp. |
Girl Scouts and Brownies receiv-
ing awards were Karen Dunn,
homemaker, _ housekeeper an d
J backyard _{;ﬁf‘:\\gr; Linda Peyilinsj
h cockinge#fand selying, ang’ Linda

Girls who r
lwere

for leadership dur-

= -l U,
v eceived Brownie pi
| Diane Asleson, Cynthia F
ickson, Chery] 5
Bum’, Diane Logan, Jeanette
~ogan, Anita Nereson, Jane Olson
]—)L')!'.lrléi Rogers and Theresa 51:51:'I-'
Irf.nop committee members at-d
If']lf_!ll'.{.i the mee ng were
Gullickson, chairman, Ben
ell and Martin Mohlke, Leade
are Ray Dunn, Mrs, Donald Per-
€ins and Mrs, Ben Mitchell :
Eugene Thompson a.f:.‘:J e
skit presented by the
and Brownies,
| Prizes were
Hickok, Mrs.
Mrs. E. I, &
Johnson an

s

Hickok, Del

Mrs. |
sted with a

the Girl Scouts|

|
;‘ryh_\' W. D]
~Richard Wilson,|

Snesrud, Mrs. Duanel
d Mrs. Curtis Amdahl],

;0 awarded the explor-§

Constjtution
‘Too ‘Sacred’
fo Change

To the Editor: I note on
your women's section of
Oct. 7 the vicious attempt
to show our state constitu-
tion as obsolete by showing
an old model of a car.

The constitution of the
state of Minnesota is a
sacred thing and not to ba
dealt with like an old car
or an old horse.

Officials of this state are
pledged to uphold and de-
fend constitution, so I

see why a news-

er would publish an

item made to shame this
sacred doctrine,

the

LIE

[t is doubtful that today
one could get through a
constitution that would give
life, liberty, or freedom in

tenets to the people.

Changead constitutions
usually bring new strife,
error, revolution, and con-
tinuous tampering with the
rights of the free man and
the common people whom
the constitution was in the
first instance drawn up to
defend and protect.—James
Childs, Fairmont, Minn.

To the Ediior: I have just
finished reading Lora Lee

'atson’s description of the

cague of Women Voters’
drive to establish a “new-
model state constitution.”

Calling a state constitu-
tional convention is of great
importance. This ancient
constitution should be re-
made, not only because of
its two-wheel brakes at-
tempting to compete with
present-day four-wheel pow-
er brakes, but because writ-
ten into the existing con-
stitution are terms which
favor, taxwise, large cor-

-ations operating within

» state at the expense of

average taxpayer.
~<'he constitution should
be overhauled to the end
that all taxpayers are treat-
ed equally and fairly.

The League of Women
Voters  SHOUTT “e=toudiy
¢Biitiended for this forth-
right effort=George Murk,
Minneapolis,

: MEA Clipping}Bureau
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. Date

'\Women Voters
'To Present Skit

Tl .
ICT 11 19

At

Meeting Of AAUW

fall the

Minnesota,

This
Voters of
local
is launching an all-out
acquaint Minnesotans

for an up-to-date ct

col

“Well,

A booklet on
|5:pn, entitlpd,
Know, Minnesota
tion,"”

League
together

leagues throughout

itutional

Has
has been prepared under the |

of Women |
with
the state,
campaign to

need

ith' the

titution.

revi-
What D'Ya |
a Constitu-

auspices of the State League.

At the general membership meet-

l'm;z‘ of the Afton-Lakeland League of

| Women Voters, Oct. 3, Thomas Bing-

ham of

| mittee the

discussed

the state publications com-

booklet, and

| r - o 2 o o
|'told the group of various gimmicCks

that will be us

»d by local leagues to |

promote its distribution.

Miss Mary Jane Leonard and Mr#

8 James Kerr of the

League have

Afton-Lakeland |
prepared & humorous

skit which they will give to organiza-

tions in
ing it.

On
8 o'clock,

Monday
they

of the

will
local

will

i meeting
AATUW,
home of

Mrs.

which

port. Dean

evening,
perform
branch of
be held in
Mrs. Fred Anders
Honetsct

the St. Croix Valley desir-

Oct. 15, atl
at a
the
the
n at Bay-

will

introduce the skit and distribute tlfe

booklets to all those

purchase. them.

who wish "o

MEA Clipping Bureau
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Date vt 1

:OUTDATED v

.~ League of Women
'~ Campaign in State
For New Constitution

“Well, what d’yva know . . .
nesota has a Constitution”
Y'he Mound League of Wom-

0rs, but it's outdated, out-

_d just out-of-place, they

And fo impress that fact upon
Upper Tonka voters, they're join-
ing with the state organization
in a campaign for a constitutional
convention, which can revise the

prsent document and then  bring
it before the public for a vote.

Monday's parade, with floats
and all, which covered the area,
opened the local campaign to
focus attention on the congtitu-
tion. Next in their plang is to
sell at the markets from Navarre
to Mound a Constitution booklet,
explaining how Minnesota got
two constitutions and why the
need for a new one.
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men Yoters Issue Two New  |League Lights
S'ICG“OT]S Or] (OnS“TUT]OH ' By North St. ]’m‘il

League of Women Voters

0 new publications on the|- .
3 ¥ ] o atal . . . v - . b 7 14 } §! r— -
fI“_ ““_\”“: Minnesota’s| tjon into a vibrant, living thing,|{ “Well, ~What D'ya Khow—Min
tit ution are being issued rather than a ghostly seroll of|desota has a Constitution!!”
week by the League of : ¥
men Voters of Minnesofa.
e is intended for the public| In most of the 54 League|'00KI€ x i
id the other for persons doing communities “Leaguemobiles ‘f"i Women V f'!ljﬁ.}‘ﬁ m‘ :
‘esearch, will eirculate the booklet in|Whose prime object this year is to
Copies of “Well, What D'Ya business and residential sec-lpush for a constitutional conven-
| Know ... Minnesota Has A Con-|tions on Monday, October 8. [lion to draw up a new, modern
| stitution,” a booklet written in| «ppe State You're In” an 87-15tate constitution.
ol R illustrated ! woe N(TE ol | T e
“Il_ff“‘”“l"o style and illustrated page book for reference and|PID'YA KNOW .. ....
with eartoons, will be given t0|study, is meant for speakers
AT libraries, in 31(1"’}“ 0| persons in government, stud- Most three times as long as the
those already sfm to state legis-|ents and members of other or-lgh : t ’ = [ .ﬂhl:._ }[.._
 lators and newspaper editors. anizations working for a Min-| " araty eanpatutiandiviy has
tape recording is planned for nesota Constitutional conven. I-mm» a crazy, mixed-up patchwork
g R, s adin atinne] e : its g amendn 8, un- |
ILE:E h\. bc_.mn_l_s. radio stations|tjon. It eompiles information I_lll Il N (L E llll.‘ amendment Y. x|
and organizations, on all aspects of the state con-|Wicldly and ignored because of ifs|
Dealing mainly with Minne-|. stitution and its problems, dmitations.
sota's freak 1857 “onstitutional|
convéntion and the legacy  of
problems it left the state, this|

a hundred years ago!”

This is the catchy title of a new
woklet published by the I,(:—:lg'ila.‘]

Minnesota,

That our state constitution is al-

Both books will be f]iﬁ'})l{l_\'i‘ff' That according te our present
in a booth at the \Til]nt'kul‘._3011.‘%1.1["'11.;01] U. S. senators should
| booklet Walls for a present.das E flllt‘dfmli‘hd lf\'wutmtmn conven-|be elected by the legislature?
|c0mam,f,“ “to meet togeth ‘. 1'”“ in St, Paul October 25 and {Wonder how Hubert Humphrey
in the old American way and|“ 4 - and Ed Thye ever got to Washing-
|reu{\w and revise our constitu-| Fm‘““‘" information on the|ion. Bet they thought they were
) : —ybeoks and tape recording mayv the people’s choice!)

}be gbtained from the League| :
{of Women Voters of Minnesota,| :
[15th and Washington Avenue. |cm‘1t judges need to be “learned

That only supreme and district

MEA Clipping Bureau

—————— = the judicial system run for office
|in popular election and are not|
 necessarily qualified or frained in
the legal profession.

That many times citizens must
| wait for the legislature to pass a

| special law before they can start ||

municipal garbage collection?
(Wouldn’t it be better
lature would concern itself with

if the legis-

state-wide issues instead of those

of loeal nature?)

That many tax monies are rigid-
ly earmarked for certain funds?
We all know that changing times
bring changing needs in finance.

That in 1947 the legislature

ne right out and admitted that
the Minnesota t'Or's:ﬂiLLi'iH‘l needed

a good going over? \u&t‘)m!. same
I(ﬂ:lddtum, after appoifiting a Min-

—Sun Phote By The Norlings

i1s shown above receiving

a supply of the pamphlet, “What Do You Know—Minnesota Has

Constitution,” fezem Mrs. Robert Clark (right) and Mrs. D 1ald

The pamphlets will be dis~
ArTone desiring =,

to the village council Monday night.

contact Mrs, Clark, S0. 1-5135.

/

“‘-)’

nesota Constitutional Committee, ]
turned down its suggestions with a |
flat “NO.”

That we need a constitution that
is clear, concise, and adaptable to
changing conditions? Our legisla-
tors are the only ones| whu can help
us to call for a conadtutlonal con-
vention. G

YOU MEN wouldn’t drive a horse

jand buggy or even a Stanley

Steamer, and YOU GALS wouldn’t
be caught dead in a whale-bone
corset—or even in last year's hat:
vet in this important matter of
government the attitude of ‘what
was good enough for Grandpa is
good enough for me’ prevails, The
present state constitution is as out-

| moded as the mustache cup and the

bustle. Let your legislators know
that you want a revision of the
Minnesota State constitution, by
convention.

Distriet 41—Senator Leslie E.
Westin, Rep. Joe Karth and Bill
Shovell (State Capital, St. Paul,
Minn.)

Any woman who is ‘a United
States citizen and of voting age

| (and will admit it!) is eligible for

membership in the League of Wo-
men Voters. Call SP 7-1715 for
further information. Join the Lea-

| gue and become informed about

local, state, and national issues.




N
MEAClipping Bureau
835 Palace Bldg., Minneapolis 1
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1956

Date

Two Books Issued on
State Constitution

Two new
for

on the
Minnesota’'s
issued this
of Women
One 1: |
public and the
other for persons doing research. |

Copies of “Well, What I)’Ya
Know . . . Minnesota Hag A (.'-'m_:
stitiiti a booklet written in|
illustrated
given to
addition to|
those already sent to state legis-
and newspaper A
tape recording is planned for use|

ichools, I

ganizations.

publications
revising:

constitution are being
week by the League
Voters of Minnésota.
tendedfor' the

need

in-

humorous

with

style
cartoons, v
county

ke
libr: 5, in

Titrin :
lators editors.

radio stati and or

ons

Dealing with Minneso- |

constitutional
the
the

mainly

ta's:  fr 1857

| convention

|

| problems

i booklet eall

and legacy

state,

nt-day |
together
and
constitution |

| convention "t
the

0 Imeel in |
|

old Ire- |

American

I'evise

way
FFyand

| into "a

our

vibrant, living thing, rath- |
er than a 11

dred

stly ser

I 'of-a-huns

|
| -
| years

ago !

In most of the 54 League com- |
munities “Leagitemobiles” |
I hooklet in

sections

will |
business |

| circulate

ential on N
October 8.
State You're

for

In"

reference

an -."\'T_| _

e
bhook and
15 meant

for
in government,

members

SR DA cred
Speakers,

song students and|
organizations
1esola

It
all : e

ition and its Yorob-

other
a Mifn
conven

information

of
working fop Cons
tutional compiles |

the

0n ts of

state ‘constit

Eoth books will be displayed in
a booth at the
tional

St

Minnesota Educa-
1tion  convention
October and 26.

information

books and Fape

Associ
Paul

Further

in
L T
25

on. the
recording may be
fNom'  the League of|
Women Votays of Minnesota, 15th

3

and ‘Washington SEE,

Minneapolis 14,

ohtained

Ayenue,
Minnesota,
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LEAGUERS AT WORK

The dinner meeting of the C]IEBJI;\—
ber of Commerce Association and the
League of Women Voters, their wives
and Fusbands on Monday, October 8,
very well attended. The dinner
held in the dining room of the
First Lutheran church at 6:30 p. m.

Maynard Heit president of the
Chamber Association,
and Mrs. Manville Oren, president of
the Leasue of Women Voters, intro-

: several State Repre-

lahl spoke briefly as
who is running

WASs

was

ner
ner,

Commerece

L were State Senator Er
and Judge L. J. Irvine.
Ralph S. Fj ad, Professor of
Government at Carleton College, was
the guest speaker. He spoke on the
topic, “The Needs of Our State Gov-
His excellent talk was
mainly with Minnesota's
century old constitution and he cited
some of its faults and outmoded pro-
“Whether to rewrite the con-
is open question,” he
: itors alone should
not decide it.” He explained that the
story of the writing of the constitu-
tion is a fabulous yarn and
very interesting reading.

The State League of Women Vot-

has put out a elever booklet en-

titled “Well, What D'Ya Know, Min-
Has a Constitution.” Some of
these booklets were distributed at the
dinner and of them will be
available to the publiec soon. In maj
parts of the state they are being sg
for a quarter each but the We
League decided to sponsor this pr
ject here and the booklets are offe
ed to vou free if vou will kindly e
operate by reading them and sharh
them with your fri and neig
bors, Look for them socon at either
the banks in Wells.

Several League members were ke
busy before the dinner, handing ©
printed reports. One listed in cg

clse

Other

ueced,

ernment.”

econcerned

visions.
atitution

said, “and tl

makes

nesota

more

Is

form the three amendments s@
coming up for vote. The other repg
listed faets and figures on a const
tutional convention,
On Tuesday morning,

11:15 a. on tion WCA

October 9.
m.

o
\

MEA Clipping Bureau
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JACKSON/PILOT

-
4 by b
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Date

Voters' Service
Program Planned
| By League Here |

A program centering ar()m‘ld'
«yoter's Service” will feature the
|next meeting of the Jackson unit
of the League of Women Voters,
to be held Tuesddy;—©ect. 16, at
7:30 p. m. at the home of Mrs.lI
Clyde Shearer. . .

Mrs. Nels Hauge, chairman, an-
nounces there will be a film, “Your
Vote Is Your Key.” Other features
include a candidates’ bullgtin
board. a review of state constitu-
tional amendments and the spemall
ballot on changing to the‘ munl_:y-
isystem of poor relief which will
lhe voted on next month. The
League has gone on record in fa-

ror of the change.
wllﬂd Hiley will also speak on th?!
proposed city charter amendment
to provide for operation of the
new municipal hospital.

Monday, members of the League
sold booklets on l't-lijj_nesota's‘ con-
| stitution, from a booth at Swan-
son's Super Fair. The League Ia-
| vors revision of the state c(‘:Ins__;___l"..J._tu—:
| tion to bring it up to datel

On Monday, Oct. 15, a group of
Jackson women plan to attend a
League area conference at E:m
| per's Cafe in New Ulm, stfjrting
|at 10 a. m. A report of thfj con-
| ference will be given at the/meet-|
| ing next Tuesday. Anyone wanting
ll 3 vide to New Ulm should ponta.ct-.
| Mrs. Albert Teigen by Friday ofi
:| thiskweek. ]

MEA Clipping Bureau
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ALEXANDRIA ECHO

nr 1
UL 1 YUnst

League Members in Costume

TQ“S.eH Constitution Booklets

» of the bookTél on consti-

To im

Know
itution!"

D'va
Cons i8
to be sold by the YVoters of Minnesota
Voiers here to-
al convention fo

with new, modern state

in promoting the prime pro-
Ject of the League of Women

that

of working for a constitution-
draw

up a

constitu-

Amendment No. The
Aimendment, was discussed in questi
and form, One could, learn
rood about other

answer

deal the
tion in the coming weeks.

The League of Women Voters wi
to express their thanks to John N
son for putting our road signs
posts and to Manville Oren for pi
ting Lrpt{h'{‘ clever signs about ce
stitutional xevision along the hig
way eastwof Wells,

Let’s all try to be informed voter
at the polls this year!

Judici ti

!
endments by tuning in to this st ,

the antiquity
i ]1['1":"'.‘:

1dequacy of
tion, written
members will
town tomorrow
1d the pre
attempt to
appear in cos-

that the state
constitution 1

in use is as far
short in meeting the needs of the
people as a car of 1910 would be!
The local Lesede is joining
all other Leagues in the state

around

t. hey w
he people, as tl
tumes

SNow

of the

1 : f
s | :
|

| town selling the booklet.

tion.
The booklet, “Well
Minnesot
whicl
oen

What
Has a
will sell for
, has been writ-
the League put their
to the people.
push” is on this year
throughout the|
people aware of the
need for a new state (‘1‘_:=':.~;tii},:iir}11.
and - to promote the sale {1 the

I"w..].c.t; anaily."tm,l;q will b.i dis-
L¥

playsin windows and alsn posters,
s well as the ears fouring the

D'va
Con-

ty=five
to help

dCl'of

as
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Date

Women Voters '

To Present Skit At !

Meeting Of AAUW

This
Voters of
local
is lauriching an all-out c
acquaint Minnesotans
for an up-to-date cor

fall the
Mini

leagties

eagite of Women |}
throughout
1paign to

e need

revi-
D'Ya

Constitu-

A booklet on titutional
sipn, ‘entitlpd, “Well, What
Know, Minnesota Has a

tion,” has been prepared under the

con

auspices of the State League.

At the general membership meet-
ing of the Afton-Lakeland League of
Women Voters, Oct. 3, Thomas !‘.1::-;-_5--i
ham of the state publications com- |
mittee booklet, and
told the group of various gimmicks |
that will be used by local leagues to |

discussed the

promote its distribution. :
Miss Mary Jane Leonard and Mrs.
the Afton-Lakeland

prepared &

James Kerr of
League
skit which they will give to organiza-
tions in the St. Croix Valley desir-
ing it. i

On Monday evening, Oect, 15, at
8 o'clock, they
meeting of the branch of the
AAUW, which will be in the
home \3f Mrs. Fred Ande al Bay- (|
port. Mrs. Dean Hone \-.'ilil
.i!]tI'()dL\Ex: the skit and distribute the |
bhooklets to &all those who wish to
purchase them,

humorous

have

perform at a

S
Wili

local

sia boeth at
,1tional

s Washington ave. S. E,
lis 14, Minn.
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Date

LeagL;__I_ssues 2
Books on State
ConS'I'i’ru’rio)n‘a

Two new publications on the}

need for revising Minnesota's con-}

issued this|
of Women

stitution are being
week by the League
| Voters of Minnesota, "Of€ is in-
tended for the public and the/
|other for persons doing r'esem‘»:h..!
| Copies of “Well, What D'Yaj|
|Know , .. Minnesota Has A Cun~|'
stitution,” a booklet written in
humorous style and illustrated
with ecartoons, will be given to|
county libraries, in addition to|
those already sent to state I&;gis-|
lators and newspaper editors. A
tape recording is planned for use]
by schools, radio stations and or- |
|ganizations.

|sota’s freak 1857 constitutionali
|convention and the legacy of prob- |
{lems it left the state, this booklet|
|calls for a present-day conveniion!
“to meet together in the old Amer-|
|ican way and review and revise|
our constitution into a vibrant,|
living thing, rather than a ghostly!
scroll of a hundred years ago!”

In most of the 54 League com-|
|munities “Leaguemobiles” will]
circulate the booklet in business!
and residential sections Monday,
|Oct. 8.

“The State You're In,” an 87-
= book for reference and study,
ant for speakers, persons in

government, students and mem-

.|bers of other organizations work- Date_

ing for a Minnesota Constitutional
{convention., It compiles informa-
tion on all .aspects of the state

_|constitution and its problems. |

3oth books will be displayed in
the Minnesota
al association convention in
. Paul Oet, 25 and 26.

Further

information on the

1 h_-'m]{_s and tape recording may be
) obtained from the League of Wom-|

en Voters of Minnesota, 15th and
Minneapo- §

Ibooklet to bring out a few facts

Dealing mainly with Minne-|

W convention “to meet together

IMinnesota Has A Constitution

lconstitutlon. The second is an

I MEA Clipping Bureau
835 Palace Bldg/Minneapolis 1

| LAKE HARRIET COURIER

Date

0CT 11 195

| Women Voters Issue Two New
Publications On Constitution

Two: new publications on the|— =
need for revising Minnesota’stjon into a vibrant, living thing
constitution are being issued|pather than a ghostly scroll of
this week by the League of|; hundred \'e;{fs u;:'n'."
Women Voters of Minnesota.| g
| One is-tntended-dor~the public the 54 League
and the other for persons doing |communities  “Leaguemobiles”
! research. {will cireulate the booklet in

Copies of “Well, What D'yalbusiness and residential sec
Know. .. Minnesota Has A Con-|tions on Monday, October 8.
stitution,” a booklet written in| “The State You're In,” an 87
humorous style and illustrated|page book for reference and
with eartoons, will be given 1"'i:sf.kltd_\', is meant for speakers
| county libraries, in addition 10|persons in government, stud:
| those already sent to state 1egis-|ents and members of other or
o [ators and newspaper editors. A 'ganizations working for a Min-
tape recording is planned forinesota Constitutional conven
use by schools, radio stations|tion, It compiles information
and organizations, lon all aspects of the state con

Dealing mainly with Minne-|stitution and its problems,
sota’s freak 1857 cun.«iimtiuua1| Both books will be displayed
convention and the legacy of|. = b:mth‘m the m'h]'“‘. o
problems 1 lv\i"r the St"tw'.i.}“'\\ Educational Association conven-
i hooklet calls for a present-day|i = "in st Paul October 25 and

26. f

In most of

and

Nin tlie old American way

Ireview and revise our constitu- Further in'.r_n'n'mtiqn on the

| books and tape recording may
|ibe obtained from the Le:

{l of Women Voters of Minnesots,
15th and Washington Avenue
I|S.E., Minneapolis 14, Minnesota

MEA Clipping Bureau
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RICHFIELD NEWS
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Richfield LWV

v« in Disfributes Two

Vater Info Booklels

The Richfield League of Wo-
men Voters announces the re-
ease this week of two new publi- |
cations, “Well, What D’Ya Know,

nd “The State You're In”.
The first publication is a short

revising
old |

about the need for
Minnesotas ' hundred year

eichty page book for reference
and study.

The League will offer copies
of “The State You're In” to the
Richfield Public Library and the
high school library. The League
also hopes to place copies of
both publications in all local|
doctor and dentist offices and
public places in the village.

These publicationg are avail-
able to interested individuals
and orginizations. Call Mrs. J.
R. Schepers at. RO 9-4163 to
place orders.

Rl
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CASS LAKE TIMES i 3

'‘Operation leaguemobile
Four local women attend-| “n e |
ed an imlpox-t!ant worksif-:tjp Olf | i’{ ere io Prorqote ReVlSlon_

the Northern Minnesota ar-
ea of the League of Women ol _. L3 ol -booklet "o cORSiE
Voters at F‘elgm Falls on | The Rocl _IL_“__ : S | """“_1 ulltf' "\k"L;‘
Tuesday of this week, Oct. Women B G TR

9th. The Fergus Falls League |
was hostess to the workshop [}
and those in attendance from
Cass Lake were Mrs. C. R.
Swenson, Mrs. James Sev# |
ard, Mrs. Conrad Olson, and . . erS| 1¢ conven
Mrs. Rudolph Jacobson. Mrs. f the loca d sell to the . Jepacy of ..mm it left thei|
Horner from the Washington | s T sionally
D. C. offfice of the National , ; £y
League of Women Voters OF-2 ,_ “ il
was ' leader of the meeting Dol et ptond
and gave the members many O f e e S et
useful aids and suggestions \brant. living thing, rather than a
in carrying on League work o v scroll of a hundred years
as well as inspiring them b
with enthusiasm and inter- | The . hopes fo sell the

g e R " MEA Clipping Bureau E L el
est in new phases of the 835 Palace Bldg., Minneapolis 1 on of the State Con-
work, so that

EDINA-MORNINGSIDE
Three areas of work on the COURIER e I
local level were covered. The n. i TR the age of al
first—planning and prepara- ~Date YUl 11 1900 Wil in the 1 _emislature .\I\.ir-;'a
tion for the annual meeting | fwill submit to the voters :_-!:' Min-
/—emphasized the importance | W V | T N he question of wh
of the work of the Nominat- omen OTerS SSUE WO EW itutional
ing Committee. This discus- P b' . . :
: . s discus +
gion was led by Mrs. Horner. U ICCITIOHS Oﬂ CO“S:”UT[OH ;
The second, planning a local Two - tow DiblisEtions s Ahplme | Mrs. John R. Hill of R[lt'_‘\gl:"-‘.[.."‘
agenda, and the third, bLIl](d- need for revising _\Emmmm;;',l,]-m] into 4 vibrant BVItEIRRe . o SRR : !'L_J"":t!f“'
ing a Dbetter budget’ were constitution are being issued “'U J i ( ? < el [ ) V stafe publica
: T e e RS s = rather than a ghostly scroll of ®.. ; oh is present-
both led |by Mrs. E. C. Viite this week by the League of a hundred wvears ago!™ Bl e Drew
of the unit of Alexandria, || Women Voters _of Minnesota.| el Jing the . Mgt
Minnesota. How to plan, how {One is intefided for the publicj In most of the 54 Teague@§Miller heads the commitiee pub-
to select .and an.;: t{; find and the other for persons doing|Communities “Leaguemobiles” g it in Rochester.
L 3 et il research {will circulate the booklet in il b o alrn Aa s iaaed
T = . i - 1 : - : I'he state league also has 1SSuec
sources of m"'{er:ldl were ex- |l Copies of “Well, What_D'Ya|business and residential sec-#{ . L:"-'-'?zi'-'v. booklet, “The State
plalned: Mrs. Viste stressgd Know . .. Minnesota*Has A Con-|tions on Monday, Oectober 8. 'I'\":‘J"";"E‘l ]’; designed for speak-
expanding League work—in stitution,” 2 booklet written in| “phe State You're In” an 87-J] ers, persons in governpfent, stu:
service to tl’}e Communft.\’ | humorous style and ‘illustrated|page book for reference and|[ldents and other thzﬁdl‘;z 10118
and urged higher goals for § with cartoons, will be given to {study, is meant for speakers.||| i.ng for a Minnescta constitu-

League members. | county Tibraries, in addition to| {persons in government, stud-| it :0nv . It ¢phmpiles in-
hose fate le: F - f
§ those already sent to state legis-|ents and members of other or|t formation on all asg s of thc

’_I‘he women returned from lators and newspaper editors. A ganizations working for a Min-
this meeting more eager tape recording is planned ithmu.m Constitutional conven-
than ever to “pitch in” in ‘“‘(i by “(h";’,]” radio stations fion, 1t compiles information
League work. Last Sunday’s gt ‘wa A e . |on all aspects of the state con-
Minneapolis Sunday Tribune Y n(‘ 1f' > vm;‘”,',ij' “'1[\}1_ ?”_”'“_“'-.»iiims-.-n and its pr ublv'ﬂ\
featureq an_avtile on fhe | | 2os etk 1097 conttutons” ek wll b g
front page of the Women’s vi‘nh]?}'ﬂs i!ilvi'i tl;e 51;‘:10‘1!11 lin 2 !_mmh at I!_w.' Minnesota
section on the League’s drive booklet calls for a ]Jl't‘.\'{‘l‘,li-(i:!\' Pimwflmim’ ARSOCIE AN conven:
for a new state constitution. convention “to meet u,miu:}-",,!r”" in St. Eaul October 25 and
The loeal 1eague is pla]ming- in the old American way :md'”")" ! e 4 :
to work along this line too review and revise our constitu- 1anZ}L<I:“':T1:i I:]‘]r::[:m:;ilr.{]:[:mr“ nr'.:i!

. - v —— 1 2 @ < = "ecor L 14y |
and will have qopies 21 _the‘ {be obtained from the Tlxa“ui
new booklet entitled “Well, | || of Women Voteps.obMinnesota,

stitution
ithey will let

.-l""

what do” 'ya,_'iﬁ‘ic-w—l\ﬁnnesoal |15tk snd Washington, Aveie
ta has a Constitution” for| | S.E., Minneapolis 14, Minnesota.
distribution™ — ’ SR e :
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New Constitmtioﬁ“7_\1
Voters Fight For '
eague of Women)

iblications e

revising Minnesota’s
constitution are being issued by
the League of Women Voters of|
Minnesota this week. One is in-|
tended for the public and the
other for persons doing research!
Copies of “Well, What D'YaI
Know — Minnesota Has a Con-|
stitution,” a booklet written in|
humerous style and illustrated|
with ecartoons, will be given tok
county libraries, in addition to

STATE CONSTITUTION MOTORCADE—Three Rochester women, members of the local Iieague of
Woriien Voters, finish a dress rehearsal for Saturday's drive to acquaint Minnesotans ‘with the
need for revision of the state constitution. The league is joining with other league’s around the state
in “‘Operation Leaguemobile,” selling small booklets on constitutional revision. Among those par-
ticipating in the local drive are (left to right) Mrs. John Pemberton, state item co-chairman; Mrs

W Drew Miller, first vice president of Rochester League of Women Voters, and Mrs. Robert Fa
i cett, national item chairman. (Post-Bulletin photo)

A MEA Clipping Bureau
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Date 1958

Women Voters Issue Two New

__.______._——7't

those already sent to state legis-
lators and newspaper editors. A
tape recording is planned for
use by schools, radio stations
) and organizations.

Dealing mainly
sota's freak 1857
convention and the legacy of
problems it left the state, this
booklet calls for a present day
convention “to meet together in
the old American way and re-
view and revise our constitution
into a vibrant, living thing rath
er than a ghostly scroll of a
hundred years ago!”

with Minne-

land residential sections.

constitutional|

In miost of the 54 League com|
munities “Leaguemobiles” 'will|
circulate the booklet in business

“The State You're In’, an 87
page book for reference and for
study, is meant for

and members of other organiza-
tions working for a Minnesota
Constitutional convention. It

compiles information on all as-|;
pects of the state constitution |

and its problems.

speakers, II
persons in government, students ]

Soth books will be displayed||

in a booth at the Minnesota Edu/
cational Association

Further information on

be obtained from the League of
Women Voters of Minnesota, 15!
and Washington Ave,, S. E., Min
neapolis 14, Minn. i

convention ||
in St. Paul Oct. 25 and 26. f
the|
il books and tape recording may|

' Publications On, Constitution

T(\Ivofnew publications on \he —_—
g need for yisi i Wl I
'cnnstitutionrﬂa!:;ngbeli\?}l:n‘;zz;athi:tion into a vibrant, living thing,|
ji.his week' by e League... i irather than a ghostly seroll of!
| Women  Voters of Minnesota."a hupdred yhars wgolt

i One is intended for the puhlic! In most of the 54 L{:aguﬂz
“Leaguemobiles”

| and the other for persons doing!communities
the booklet in:

resear_ch. 'will eirculate
Copies of “Well, What D'Ya b_usiness and residential sec-|
;:E?t?:{"”-?rm%esi::f Has A Con-'tions on Monday, October 8.
$ ion,” a booklet written in| ' ” -
i&liltn];orouts stvle and illustrated-_pagzhehosot;tefiourffeeiz;m:n ag
ith cartoons, will be given to| gt . gt s
. k ; ; Y study, s . .
| county libraries, in addition tolpersgm:sinmea‘?t' i 5pea}_(ers.
k those already sent to state legis- ants and meng]b\ernn}ent. stud-
| lators and newspaper editors. A| ganizations worili-; ﬂf other or-
.I"t:;pebrecor}{llmg is planned for|pesota Conslitutioialnrc::mtlffr
u'an?i ofgasrfiz:?il(fﬁsmdm "3“0“5;“01;.” It compiles information
Deali srinepd L r jon all aspects of the state con-
—io ;?gakmgsljgl';' c:}“';?:jtﬁ;:;‘:ifsututlon and its problems,
convention and the legacy of!- Both books will be displayed
| problems it left the state, thisj.%; # booth at the Minnesota
booklet calls for a present{Iay?Educahoml Association conven-

convention “te meet togetheriti‘m in St. Paul October 25 and

{in the old American way and!

review and revise our constity-| Further information on the
] pmata ——___|books and tape recording may
be obtained from the Leagu-e
of Women VuteFs of Minnesota.
15th and Washington Avenue.
S.E., Minneapolis 14, Minnesola:
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Leagdé Membership Tea
,He[d by Women Voters

“There is no longer any argu-|of the Citizen's committee for con-
ment on the need for constitutional |stitutional revision spoke for Mrs.
{revision in Minnesota,” Mrs. Ralph |Basil Young, Minnesota League
Norgaard of Minneapolis told the| prrﬂdrr who was originally
| Brainerd League of Women Voters | |scheduled as guest speaker.
|Saturday at the -Teague-fifefiber- | “Working for a constitutional
ship tea at the Ransford hotel. |convention to draw up a new, mod-
Mrs. Norgard, a board member fern state constitution is the prime

{project of the Minnesota League,”
(Mrs. Norgaard fold the League |
| members. [

“Constitutional revision has been |
accomplished in 30 states. Minne- |
sota is one of the 18 states left |
which have not had such a
change =

MEA Clipping Bureau
835 Palace Bldg., Minneapolis 1

MINNEAPOLIS TRIBUNE | “Amendments are costly,” _
(Morning) '\oro ard pointed out, “The 80
|amendments on the present Min-
0CT 1 5 1956 nesota constitution have cost Min-
; inesota 27 million dollars. and that
lis a conservative estimate.
{ “One hundred twelve changes are
{needed in the Minnesota state con-
[stitution, the Commission of Con-
i stitutional Revision found and they
.1[=commmmd a constitutional con- |
vention to accomplish revision,”
(Mrs Norgaard said, |
“Other states have risen to the|
|demand and have elected high cali- |
'bu men and women as delegates to |
IhL‘II‘ constitutional conventions 'md
| Minnesota can and will do so too”
Mrs. Norgaard said in conclusion. |
Mrs. Roger Klein, of .sra:nerd,;
and formerly a Minnesot{ League |
|1)u.,1d member introduged the |
| speaker. :

yel

|
Mrs.

Date.
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OLD-EASHIONED PUBLICITY is given the newest
Leagtie of Women Voters’ publication, a research
work -en-the-Minnesota Constitution. Offering the
public a copy of “The State You're In” are Mrs.
Dennis W, Watson, 2106 Hendon, legislative active
committee worker, and Mrs. Axcel N. Pedersen,
904 Os{'eola'.\\l‘l'ﬂicaiimm committee member. [The

Voters Ieague #lso puts out the pamphlet, "“Mitifne-"

1]

sota Has A Constitution.

H ——

| Princ
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We're right in the mida ion-
Prevention bet-
lean out the basem

15

| tion Program

will witness

be run next

Fire Department in

Interesting note in the hotel field
—The famous Parker House in Bos-
ton (House of the Parker House roll), celebrated its 100th
Anniversary this week. During the 100 years; the front
door was never locked, and this, believe it or not, means
876,000 hours of continuous hotel service!

OMOTOW, tober 13, is Minne Cans

gain pushing for a re
itional convention
ays up around towr
one in the window
nd give it a long look.
Bob Rossman had a group of Minnesota Automo-
bile Association personnel in yesterday for an all day
meeting in the Mr, "K" Club with a luncheon in the
Windsor Room.
Besides the Realtors Convention and the huge tfea
for Mrs. Ernest lves, Adlai Stevenson's sister, the Kah-
fer will host the Order of the Eastern Star dinner tonight
i the Rayal Room.

venin

honor Jerry™mbody of Ow a-ata ' ay' pafty in|

the Royal Room. Mr. Imbodyywho has been Senior High Schoo
incipal in that city ferseygtal Years, is going into private busi
ness in Owatonna., —ady

=

4

|

J.
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Val Bjornson—

Cartooned History

LEAGUE OF E ALTERS _BOOKLET URGING
of Minnesota's ¢ ] t last week, is not onl

Its sprightly text is further enlivened by a bake

toon-like illustrations, most of them gned MEA CIippI’ng Bureau

the near-ridiculous situation which found

1al convention divided into embattled partisa _ ! MOUND PILOT

was being written here in St. A ey
0CT 18 1956

oteworthy abe
.nn \u‘uls' tone o

rtoons ha had their
.=-1"'1Ur\ri nfluence on political
life |

- JNNT 1te  ses-

sions of meeting as &

It perennial among state full-scale constitutional conven-
toncerns ever since the ion, back in
tieg, women In the [bd gie s

" probably decided that a bit of P. HALL'S .IQRSER“-A"

satirical laughter at our own : long since out of p

foibles might be more condu-

cive to action than has heen the

case with solemnity over the

vears,

»
the Wilson - Gorman
ry in some detail.
Watts Folwell's histor
vta mention's the
some suggestion that
might be apocryphal. The tra-
A STATE CONSTITUTION g; | version is the most ap-
iz nothing to laugh at. That un- : . That's why it has
guestioned conclusion may be y
pointed to by those who would The usual answer to repeated
rather not sees s constitutional .., hat our constitution be
conyention summoned to revise .icad all at one sitting, is
Minnesola’s basic document. 4,.( we've been geiting along
But laughter may be the most niatty well for 99 years with-
charitable treatment to be giv- ¢ any such performance. And
en such episodes as the semi- {he greatest impediment to 2
us incident when Wi ior
Gorman, second territorial gov- gta he 1 lature first
ernor, broke his cane over the n <submitting it to referendum,
head of omas Wilson, con- i sovity 1] ot all
1 from g - }

£ Mai

the conve
greater convictio
- xue of Women need” must be developed
" Yaters pamphlet Hcknowledges, h?':'n'e revision by a convention
] !
fare as colorful as they are can become a reality.

‘I"'(__) CALI_, ATTENTION to Minnesota’s out-dated constitution and
the need for a new one, Mound’s League of Women Voters built and
paraded through Upper Tonka the above Hoat Tast week. Mzs, Ken-
neth Romness and Ken Chapman in Model T Ford (photo insert)
helped shop#the contrast between the old and the new (a 1957 car
|| also used In the parade.) League members are selling an inferesting
boé‘ﬁI@f outlining why a new constitution is needed and how it eame
about that there are two in Minnesota.




MEA Clipping_iﬁ Bureau
ASKOV AMERICAN 4

7
MEA Cl_y_-:ping Bureau
et 835 Palace Eldg., Minneapolis 1

S s ST. LOUIS PARK
D DISPATCH

New Booklets Date 0CT
Now Available | | |Women Voters

Two new publications on the | e S
| need for revising Minnesota’s | Se" Book!et o PM‘:EA g;gpm%}_wreaul "
o Palace g£., Minneapolis

constitution have been issued |
ROSE TRIBUNE

by the League of Women Vot- |

1 ’ v a l
ers of Minngsota. One is in-|| On RGVISIOI‘I

tended for the public and the || : gCT 18 i--0

other for persons doing r‘e-; “Well, what d'va know . . .| f——————
_steal'{'h, :_l Minnesota has a CONSTITU-
| Copies of “Well, What D’Ya |{ TION!" is the intriguing fitle
Know . . . Minnesota Has A of a new publication by the
|C‘(mstin.l1.i(mr_'_’ a booklet written || League of Women Voters, on
lin humorous style and illus- |} sale By League members.

o 2 1 e .:. < 3 . "

trated with cartoons, will 1;1(1  | -8 Saokieh i s espdiate
|tion of the facts about Minne-
| sota’s makeshift and antiquated
| constitution. It states:

| given to county libraries,
| addition to those already sent
[ to state legislators and news- |
paper editors. A tape recording

2 ) | “Did you know that accord-
radio stations and ling to the original Minnesota|
tons. _ |constitution the state debt shall |

Dealing mainly with Minne- || not exceed $250,000 . . . (The
| sota’s freak 1857 constitutional constitution says so . . . but it
'l('om-'emiau and the legacy of might be a little difficult just
| problems it left the state, this [ to ignore the $109,712,000
| booklet calls for a present-day || which showed up in the 1953
| convention “to meet together in § records.) Or that U.S. Senators
the old American way and re- shall be elected only by the
| view and revise our constitution legislators . . ? (Funny . .. we
| into a vibrant, living thing, thought those were U. S. sena-
rather than a ghostly scroll of tors we were voting for . . .) Or
a hundred years ago!” that women ecan vote only in
““The State You're In,” an 87- school and library elections . .?"
page book for reference and The booklet further states:
study, is meant for speakers, “No wonder Minnesota teachers
| persons in government, stu- don’t use the Minnesota Con-
| dents and members of other stitution for instruction in
organizations working for a classrooms, Can't you just hear
Minnesota Constitutional con- them: ‘Yes, it is the basic char-
| vention. It compiles information ter of our state, but because so
lon all aspects of the state con- many of its provisions are worn
stitution and its problems. out, we have to ignore parts of
Both books will be displayed | it . . . The Minnesota State Con-|
in a booth at the Minnesota | stitution does need revision.” il ]
2 : 1 cenciatinon conven KR L AR S QIR BROGHIFTT “Arall 15« ot RS
.I‘-Tf_l'.if.-a_‘.m.n._(}; AS50¢ 1:111_0‘1; l.f-‘Tj\ (;J_ Lacal units of the Leagne afe S o : u-[_:.. [.""".\!'LE' Well What D'ya Know
tion in St. Paul October 25 AR B sl Lo « - vinnesota Has A Constitution?” It is a booklet put out by the
i 76 LlJnlId(ilﬂl'.-’, mgdll'l.lz:lllf:llh in St. ) . AT RRgER e ; A I-U-_E-U- oy 1

Louis Park, selling the booklet Pk ISl VOiers explaining why Minnesota is so b

—— e

e

‘.’.'l‘,]_'-,'

Further information on HmJ
books and tape recording may
be obtained from the League
of Women Vaters of Minnesagta, . Three of the women are
15th and Wabhington Avenue,. - Reading left to right—Mrs. Wayne Klopp,Mgs. N.
S. E., Minneapolis 14, Minne-§ The booklet is sold for 25 &= Lund, and Mrs. John Scanlon.

\|'Sota. ' cents by League members who
. urge that each copy be read!
carefully, then passed on to
‘someone else, Local organiza-
tions are being contacted, so
that The—saoklet may be sold at
their meetings.

in order to acquaint the public| ASW constifiition. A five-minute ;
with the need for revision of | |for ¢ » ¢hurch and school groups in connection with the &
the Constitution by the ealling ih,}-' women from the Roeseville Leapie AR
of a constitutional convention, lpietured above '

1

sicit is 1
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LEAGUE ISSUES TWO BOOKS
ON STATE CONSTITUTION

Two new publications on the
need for revising Minnesota's con-
stitution were issued last week by

the League.of W Yoters of
Minnesota.” One is intended for
the public and the other for per-
sons doing research.

Copies of “Well, What D'Ya
Know . . . Minnesota Has A Con-
stitution,” a booklet written in
humorous style and illustrated
with eartoons, will be .given 1o
| county libraries, in dfidition to
those already sent tff state legis-
lators and newspaper editors. A
tape recording is planned for use
by schools, radio stations and or-
ganizations.
| Dealing mainly with Minne-
sota’s freak 1857 constitutional
convention and the legacy of prob-
lems it left the state, this booklet
calls for a present-day convention
“to meet together in the old ¢
American way and review and re- }
vise our constitution into a vi- |}
brant, living thing, rather than a
ghostly scroll of a hundred years
ago!”

In most of the 54 League com-
munities ‘“Leaguemobiles” will
circulate the booklet in business
and residential sections on Mon-
day, October 8.

LWV Members Tour City in Cosfumes,| <
Cars of Early Years to Sell Booklets

e T,gaqu,e of Women Voters last Friday sponsored
: ) 6 L r /: y @ : ¥ IT

}El(“ T}]e of “Well What D’ya Know—Minnesota Has A
Constitution.” booklets deseribing fhe Mo aambs (o

G ooklets describing the Minnesota Consti-

“The State You're In,” an 87-
page book for reference and study,
is meant for speakers, persons in
government, students and mem-
bers of other organizations work-
ing for a Minnesota Constitution-
al convention. It compiles infor-
mation on all aspects of the state
conttitution and its problems.

Bath books will be displayed
in a‘booth at the Minnesota Edu-
cational Association
in St. Paul October 25 and 26.

convention ¢

The members joined with other members of the

state organization in a statewide drive. Dressed in old
fashioned costumes, they toured about town in cars of
‘ff}]-w(“'g!“" era bearing placards, “Trade in Minnesota's
oo7 Constitution”. They stopped fro : ce to
: ) ; { y stopped from place to place
sell the booklets. % 5, g e
b"}{m\-‘n above in a Model T Ford are Mrs. A. Wood
row Wilson, driver, Mrs. F. M. Ur i “Miss fAlma
som, » Mrs. F. M. Unumb and Miss [Alm:
Anderson. o | i
: .'.Im-}_ League of Women Voters is working hard for
a new state constitution. ,

Further information on the | .
books anyl tape recording may be ¢ — = L A s vy
obtained ‘from the League of £
Women Veters of Minnesota, 15th
and Washington Awenue, S. E,

Minneapolis 14, Minnesota. MEA Clipping Bureau

835 Palace Bldg., Minneapolis 1
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Bt e

Date. OCT ?B_‘ril'

TWO NEW PUBLICATIONS on the need for
revising Minnesota’s constitution are being is-
sued by the League of Women Voiers of Min-
nesota, Ome is intended for the public and the
other for persons doing research. Copies of
' Vell, What D'Ya Know Minnesota Has

\ Constitution,” a booklet written in humorous

]_ style and illustrated with cartoons, will be given

I to county libraries, in addition to those already
1 sent to state legislators and newspaper editors.
|

=

\ tape recording is planned for use by schools,
radio stations and organizations. Dealing mainly
with Minnesota’s freak 1857 constitutional con-
vention and the legacy of problems it left the
state, this hooklet ealls for a present-day con-
vention ‘‘to meel together in the Old American
way and review and revise ouf™roNGlitution info
a vibrant, living thing, rather than a ghostly
scroll of a hundred wears ago!”™
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AAUW Hear Youth
Directors Commend
VO;UF‘.‘Teei' Workers By MRS. E. C, DAVIDSON

| tate Resource Chairman
The October meeting of the AAUW | League of Women Voters
held Monday evening at the home of
Mrs. Fred C. Andersen in Bayport, |
was well attsnde 1es0lad 5 €O L the & ¥ this mandate,
Mrs. Dean Honetschlager introduc- EESErY Ol ! O RS > 1955 re failed to
ed the two womeoen who participated | - : bill 'which would give

in a clever skit on revision of the | O:)jmr.w:“‘:\ i
e W 3 - L 4 atideghi L it
state constiti A n which Miss 3 o

1t a constitutional conven-
Mary Jane Leonard repressnted the

The | lature of 1957

00 wvear old conestituti aricl T f SR
100 year old econstitution and Miss | 5 opin contirmed DY 3 the same challenge. of

Chi T, T Ay 11 e Ta T e i
Shirley Kerr, the proposed model improved state government.

constitution.

Mrs. Gloria Erwin; director of Y-
Teen aet les at the high school,
and Mrs. Jean Davidson,
club lead
views of

Mrs. Jerry

gional office of the Girl Scouts made

from the re-

a plea for more adult leaders, stat-

ing that one out of every four girls |

a Girl Scout, In Minnesota there
¥

are now 36,742 ( Scouts and by |
1960 this number is expected to in—:
|

. Ella Olson

introduced these sp I's.

crease hy 40 percent. M

“ach of the speakers gave much
credit to the volunteer workers for|
valuable assistance. |

The local branch went on record |
as \1‘a~.-'.'_>z'1r:_s: the passage of the|
scho@l amendment No. 3, so t!m:.
school dollars can be put to work |

|
now, |

|‘i.|.'(.'|.'l.'.'.
nesota were cond
floor of House and
counts: eleell

.“..'\Ii="" Lo :ill' Conve :'I"
fraudule
ber ol
delezales
elect
convention:
true ¢
constitut
drawn
but by
of

Minnesota’s constitution
eontains 25,800 words and is
one of the longest in the na-
tion. Only 18 states retfain
their eoriginal constitutions,
and Minnesota is one of only

14 states where ‘the citizens

have never had the opportuni-

tv of a convenfion to revise
the present document or
frame a new one.

Her present Consti
makes a convention d
since she is one of only 18
states Trequiring a two-thirds
vote of each house in the I
lature to submit the cony
issue to the people. O1
other states require as
majority for voter
the convention to
stitution.

At Prestdent Eisenhower’s re
quest, a Commission on {
governmental Relations wa
pointed in 1953 “to study the
imeans of achieving a sounder
relationship betw Feder
State and local gover

in its study, the Com-

onted

lor siate
118 Commission are
v the same
ceommending constituti

in Minnesota, the

presentation in stal
ale bility
etion, reduction of
revenues, adequate
powers, and
local governments
That Minnesota would
fit from such major revision
i{s constitution was
pressed a century ago b
bers of the first constitutional
convention, who looked forward
to a new convention as early as
1870; by our early governors;
by each recent governor;:
both political parties: by t
legislature’s own Constiti

[he League of Women V

¢

=™
i

| Leaguefs At Work

On Monday evening, October 22,
the League of Women Voters met at
the hc:‘\:” ;!-‘r'ﬂL Neil* Jensen with
Lucille Schoen assgisting hostess. Mrs,
James Murray was in charge of the
program and she introduced the two
guest speakers, Judge L. J. Trvine of
Wells and Rector Putnam of Blue
Earth. They explained the judicial
system in this state and also dis-
cussed the duties of the district judjte.
Each man explained why he felt *he
was qualified for the office. Follow-
ing the talks was a discussion period
during which the two men answered
the questions brought up by League
members.

The October 25th issue of “Treas-
ure Chest,” a comic book used wide-
v by Catholic schools, should make
League members proud. Béginning on
page 28 is a strip telling, in comic
book style, the story of a boy who
sought toe win a school election by
questionable methods. His methods
are cont ed with the clean politics
as practiced by the League of Women
Voters. This presentation of the
League story was entirely unsolicit-
ed.

The League again plans to send
home “I Will Vote” tags with the
school children for their parents. Also,
please cast an appreciative eye toward
the clever “Get Out The Vote” posters
being displayed in stores in the busi-
ness district of Wells. The posters
were made by high school students in
i their art class at school.

In the Wells banks you will find
posters about Minnesota’s constitu-
tion and interesting free booklets en-
titled, “Well, What D’Ya Know, Min-
nesota Has a Constitution.” There are
also free copies there of the three
amendments (in brief form) soon
coming up for vote.




sibility

The state’s 1947 legislature admitted the
state constitutifn needed revision and created
a study mmmfttea )\\‘h_ich worked diligently 14
months to finally priposed 112 changes, six
completely new sections and a constitutional
convention to effect the ehanges. The labor
was in vain. The legislature not only turned
down the suggestions but would not even let
the matter get to the polls so that the elector-
ate could vote for or against a eonstitutional

convention, o
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The league maintains we need a econstitu-

n which will:
1—Give us a ghance to ¢all a eonvention

Date oy to review our constitution at specified times.

' 2—-Give us a decent amending process so
We" Whut Dlya Knowl that adoption of amendments to_ the eonstitu-
I ® |tion as they may be needed will clearly ex.

The dire, actually pathetic need for a new press the people’s voice.
state constitiution is graphically presented by 3—Give wus reapportionment provisions
the League of Women Voters of Minnesota in | which will distribute voting strength equally

a 30-page booklet entitled, “Well, What D'ya | throughout the state.

Know, Minnesota Has a Constitution!” _ 4 Put more responsibility on our execw-
The pamphlet is eleverly and humorously § tive. to let him appoint persons %o soms of
the lower executive offices rather than have

4

yritten about a very mon-humorous situation.
Briefly it tells the statehood story of Minne-§ them elected.
sota from the last days it functioned as an of- . s 3
ot S ; S 5—Give the officials a longer, more mpi-
ficial territory under the Organic Acl of 1849. ?

: e A P .| form term of office so they can have more
It is a story of disgustingly partisan, intoller-§ °. £
st 24 NG T : A time fo prove themselves and put their poli-
|ant haggling, of outright fraud and medicinej
M ; - cies into effeet.
show taeties to compose and have adopted not

6—Give us longer or more sessions of the

iegislature so our representatives can have

but two, state constiutions.
more time to propose, consider, debate and

Illegal throughout were the ealling of
constitutional convention and election-of so-
led delegates fo that convention, It is a

story of under-the-fable, back-room dealings

of actual blows exchanged by pugnacious
the constitution.

a

act in our bekalf.
And T—Give us more home rule for local
governmenis &0 communities ean meet their

committeemen who framed own problems right where and when they oc-

It is a story of feeble, fragile compromises . . . Cur.
The booklet concludes by recommending
that we call for a constitutional convention
and call a halt to trying to make things right
by continually attemping amendments, It will
be necessary to elect men and women to repre-
sent us at a eonvention and survey and revise
the constitution as a whole before turning it
back to the people to approve or reject it.

of how in two days the separate, unworkable
Democratic and Republican conventions ae-
cepted constitutions reported to them only
verbally . documents drawn up in 10 days
by eight men who previously could not evolve
a specific document in seven weeks of obsirep-
rous bickering.

The two separate products of their mental
gyrations contain different spelling and pen- - ; ;
manship, 299 differences in punctuation, five Our legmlaigrs e the - only SESS Y- Can

ammatical deviations, three omissions of a call for a constitutional convention. Those for

this afea, the 36th Legislative distriet, are
Sen. Archie Miller and Rep. Alf Bergerud of
the south half and Rep. Leonard E. Lindquist
of the north half. All resident of the state are
urged to write their legislators and inform
and Nl them they want them to vote for a revision of
the constitution by convention, to ask them to
push such a convention through the next leg-

one omission of a phrase and three dif-
No absolutely correct

of wording.
ever has been

our stiate consttuiion
published!

The disdain in which the President
S. Congress held Minnesota and its consti-
tution is injpertinently evident in President
Polk’s refusal\to sign the admission bill until
May 11, 1858, "and then only after congress in-

islative session.
_wi'.l!!d a clause absolving it from any.respon- Considerable level-headed thinking, plan-
| ning and just plain hard work have gone info
producing this booklet. It is 2 job well done
for a very worthwhile cause and it is just one
of the many civic projects the League of
Women Voters have undertaken,

They are to be commended for their ef-
forts, but even more than that every resident
should make certain those efforts are fruitful.
If you have not obtsi®d and read a copy of
the booklet, do so immediately, And then de
as the league suggests , , . let the men yon
have elected to office know you are their
boss and you demand that they, as your.em-

wes _do something about gonstitutional re-
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Women Voters

Review Work

Of Little Hoover Commission

Would you like to save $4,300,-
000 per year? That is the amount
the Little Hoover Commission es-
timated could be saved for the
state of Minnesota through re-
organization of the administra-
tive branch of the government.
Sweeping organizational and ad-
ministrative changes were pro-
posed, including some major fi-
nancial re-adjustments.

Some activities would be eli-
minated but non which the Com-
sion considered to be essen-
tial. Primarily they would be
those which are duplicated by
other state agencies, or in some
cases, federal or county.

The Little Hoover Commis
was composed of 19 business,
professional, labor and agricul-
ture leaders. Nine members were
appointed by the Senate and nine
by the House from lists submit-
ted for each Congressional dis-
trict in the state. The 19th mem-
her was appointed by the Gover-
nor.

The Commission issued its re-
port in December of 1950. Recom-
mendations included:

1. The large number of state
agencies should be telescoped
telescoped into a few major de-
partments to promote economy
and efficiency.

m

ion

2, There should be fewer elect-
ed officials.

3. State administration should
be centralized under an adminis-
trative head, the governor.

In February of 1955 Governor
Freeman asked the legislature for
extensive changes in the admin-
istrative machinery. These pro-
posals were very similar to those
made by the Little Hoover
Commission,

The legislature cut deeply into
the proposed suggestions but
some major steps forward were
taken. Payroll and disbursing op-
erations can now be centralized
and accounting procedures im-
proved. The c¢reation of a Depart-

Commission issued
October of
gislative
: ators,
other
said

a report
1948. This was a le-
group, composed of 8
8 representatives and 6
persons. This Commission
that major changes were
neded in 34 sections of the Con-
stitution, minor changes in 78
sections. Six new sections were
suggested. By unanimous
lution the Commission
mended these changes be made
by a convention.

The Constitutional Commission

zgested many changes that
would help strengthen the legis-
lature to a point where it could
more adequately fulfill its obli-
gations to the public and be bet-

reso-

in

recom- |

ter equipped to meet future prob-
lems. Some of the recommenda- |
tions were: |

1. The Ilegislature should i)(r:
allowed to meet more frequent- |
ly than every other year and for|
longer than 90 days.

2. It should be able to call
special sessions and be able to
decide what will be taken up
there.

3. Both the House and the
Senate should be allowed to in-
troduce revenue raising mea-
sures, instead of just the House |
as at present. |

4. A post-auditor should l

be |
chosen and be responsible to the |
legislature. |

We need effective lawmaking
in these complex, rapidly chang-
ing times. We need lawmaking
responsive to the needs of the
state and the people.

The Constitution should allow
the Legislature t{o adapt itself
to miodern conditions. Constitu-
tional provisions which remove
the shackles that now bind the
Legislature would go a long way
toward improving our state gov-
ernment.

—)

| / |
Why? Why? Why?

1. Why does the legislature try
to do two years” work in 90 days? |

A. The biennial 90 day session |
is required by our Siate Consti-
tution.

2. Does the legislature decide
how state ip£ome shoud be spent?

A. Only28% of the money. All
the rest has been dedicated by
the Constitution for specific pur-
poses.

3. How long would it take us
to get a new Constitution for the
state of Minnesota?

A. A minimum of 6 years . . .
a maximum of forever. The|
choice is yoursl!

See League of Women Voters
article, page 2.
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[ |Revision-of Stafe
Constitution Aim
Of Women's League

have

i
I Faribault residents been

asked by the Minnesot
| Women Voters, to take am=active
| part in

to revise

a League of

*1g's intensive d

Minnesota's constitutio
the same one which has been in e
1857, Twe new publica- |

) fect since

| tions on the need for constitutional
ued by ti

ded for

have been
League, One

| public and the other for persons do-

| revision
13 1
ing research.

| Copies of “Well
). a H
| a booklet

What D'Ya Know
; A Cor
written in humorous st

nnesota stitution,”

with cartoons

llustrated
en to
t
state legislator ¢
itors. A tape recording is plann

| for use by radio

and organizations.

county
e

addition to alres

s and newspap
school stations
Dealing mainly wi Minn
feeak 1 constitutional conven
legacy of problems i
this call
conventien '‘to

and the t
the state, booklet for
present-da;
gether in the old American v
review and revise our constituti

into a vibrant, living thing, ratl

a a hundred

as

than hostly scroll of

Years L
In most of the 54 League comn
“Leaguemobil

in business

ities will eirc

the booklet and

dential sections,

“The State You're In."”

| book for reference and study

| meant for speakers, persons in
| ernment, students and member
ational working

other organi

a Minnesota Constitutional conven-
| tion, 1t inforn
aspects ate constitution and
its problems,
| Both

a booth

books

at the Minnesota

| tional convention
St.

Further inf

Paul Octber 25 and 26.
ation on

and tape recordin

from the League of Women

t:-:'.: on Min

jea
giton Avenue,

i
14, Minnesols
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For Constitution Re..310n

[iditor’s note: This is the first in a series of five stories
posed revision of the state constitufion. Other stories

will appear this week in the Duluth Herald.

BY EINAR W. KARLSTRAND
Herald Peolitical Writer
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Pagé Two— ANOKA COUNTY UNION- Tuesday, February 26,

“_'Somel,; Changes Must Be
o\ Made

1211"i}1£‘ Minnesota state constitution are
some rather “defunct” provisions. And al-
though the l.eague of Women Voters has
been constanfly pushing for constitutional
revision and though merely a scratch in the
surface hag been made, here are some things
that make it more apparent than ever that
the constitution should be rewritten.

(1) Election of United States Senators.
The state constitution provides that U. S.
Senators be elected by the state legislature.
And yet the voters have done the electing
since 1916.

(2) Voting by Women. The state consti-
tution restriets the rights of women to vote.
Yet women have been voting in Minnesota
since 1916.

(3) Limiting State Debt. The state con-
stitution limits the state debt to $230,000.
The state debt has far exceeded that figure
and has done so for several years.

(4) Redistricting. The state constitution
requires that the state be redistricted every
ten years. The state was last redistricted in
1913.

(5) Indian Voting. The state constitution
provides that Indians can vote but only if
they have a court order declaring them cap:
able of voting. b

& .




The Voice

Minnesota R
st Morning Newspaper E&w

in the Upper Midwest

I

0]
AR
i

— Minnesota

Tuneup or Overhaul?

state constitution is
almost 100 years old and one may identify
entennial approaches, by those

ises often identified with

and obsolescence.

cocked an ear toward the
itution this week and was reminded
how age has diminished whatever
ryness that document might

MINNESOTA'S

legislature
q

vigor and sp
have had in 1857.
Jne bill introduced in the lower house
would submit to Minnesota voters the
stion of a constitutional convention.
he voters approved the idea, the way
then be opened for the adopti
of a brand-new constitution.

But other bills sought merely to improve
the present document by amending out some
ancient deadwood solidly embedded
ight be called the minor op-

gie and it is directed toward
some of the m¥st ludicrous provisions that
ever remained in a state constitution long

after they were doornail-dead.

of the

n 1it. 1

pur Ut

be elected by

: another limits

to voting in school and library

No wonder the constitution

No wonder it has long been viewed
disrespect and cynicism.

sota 18 states

its original constitution,

it many times, adding

patchwork to patchwork., But we have

never given it a major overhauling.

case for such an overhauling is a

ng one. Yet some legislators would not

e Minnesotans the opportunity Lo

sther or not they want a constitu-

convention. This decision they re-

serve for themselves; they do not trust

the people to mal

So long as that attitude prevails, there
can be no constitutional convention and no
escape from the present system of impos-
ing patches on an antiquated body of or-

anic law.

Now the legislature has another op-
portunity ! place the question of a consti-
tutional convgntion before the people. The
year 1957, a full century after the state's
first and only constitutional convention,
would be a fitting time to offer that ex-

on of faith in the people's maturity

senators the

legis

one of

e it

THOMPS F

IKE everything ‘else, state constitutions suf-
fer considerably from age. The people of
Minnesota have a constitution that is 100
years old. It has gotten rusty in spots and
takes a lot of patching up with amendments.

For many years there has been a move on
in that state for major revision of the con-
stitution, Finally, in 1954, voters adopted an
amendment clearing the way for a constitu-
tional econvention.

The 1555 legislature failed to follow up and
the present legislature will be called upon
for a bill to allow voters of the state to de-
cide whéther or not they want a state con-
stitutional convention,

The Minnesota League of Women Voters,
one of the organizations advocating consti-
tutional revision, has recently published a
detailed study of the question, under the ti-
tle, “The State You're In.”

The League’s study uncovers many inter-
esting facts about state constitutions and
Minnesota’s in particular. Only a third of
the 48 states retain their original constitu-
tion, Minnesota being one of these. Thirty
states have adopted from two to ten consti-
tutions over their history.

In a rush to adopt its first constitution as
a prerequisite to being admitted to the union
in 1858, Minnesota wound up.with two con-
¥ aminn:!‘one held by Repgblicans and one

O 3 )
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Débates Its Constitution \

held by Democrats. Hand copying of the
inal compromise document resulted in two
copies with 209 differences in punctuation,
five grammatical deviations, three word omis-
sions, one phrase omission and three slight
differences in wording. To this day the
courts have never decided which of these
two documents is the constitution. There-
fore, the League study claims, “it is impos-
sible to print a really correct text of the cons
stitution of Minnesota."

When Congress debated Minnesota’s admis-
sion to the Union, charges of fraud, politica
dishonesty and undemocratic procedure were
hurled on the floor of the House and the Sen-
ate. Election of delegates was fraudulent.
Delegates who had not been elected were
seated. There had been no convention, just
two “‘mobs” and the constitution had been
drawn up by a small committee, not by the
convention. Those were some of the charges
of chicanery during the debate.

The League’s study presents the arguments
both for and against a constitutional conven-
tion. The chief arguments used against in
Minnesota are that conventions are cumber-
some, that they are costly and that they are
controlled by “radicals.”

But the League says its study of the ques-
tion shows that a convention would be less
cumbersome and less costly than amend-
ments. The study also shows that conven-
tions held in other states have proved more
independent of political and special interest
pressures than have legislatures,

The League points out that the Minnesota
Constitutional Commission of the legislature
has suggested 112 changes in the constitu-
tion. Forty separate amendments would be
required for the major changes alone. Tak-
ing the cost to taxpayers of the four amend-
ments in the 1954 election as $66,168, the
League estimates the cost of these 40 major
changes as $1,985,040. “Thé most expensive
convention in the country hasn’t cost that
much!” the League comments.

The federal constitution is a unique docu-
ment covering the broad powers of the fed-
eral government. The drafters deliberately
set it up so that it would be flexible and
adaptable. Not so with state constitutions,
says the League. They must soell every-
thing out very carefully. They are restric-
tive. “Too often we have had to amend and
amend and amend; and, where we were un-
able to amend, to ignore, in order to carry
on the business of state government.”

The League of Women Voters is to be.g@n-
gratulated in making available this d€failed
and authentic study of the issues involved in
constitutional revision. We urge all inter-
ested persons to get a copy. For informa-
tion write to the League of Women Voters of
Minnesota, 15th and Washington aves. S. E.,
Minneapolis 14, Minn,
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S ta/te (:OHL in' 'RH'S’ l Ci’ [? ﬁiﬁfforﬁ[“i“] has

Bl {{ea; been asked to consider the awesome cost
Editor's mm:l This is the s§ “' bala I-r~ of a constitutional convention by Otto E.
on proposed revision of the sig., o :\ T . : ‘ Christenson, executive vice president of
will appear this week in the Ddg| = % Wolld : S L I
ame . - 3 the Minnesota Employers association.
BY EINAR W. I house of represents Sl Christenson estimates that it would cost
Herald Polilf rpy .. : T from one and a half to two million dollars
e £ £ 0 i vention. He tells a
t it uld be more
economical to keep amending the old con-
stitution than to pay the costs of a new
one. The state could finance 60 :_in“.(-.‘nd-
ments, says this bargain-minde
and still not spend as h as a constitu-
tional convention would I'E’k|1i15'..
N e 1957 lenialntiva . This is a lit lr_“‘ like ar ;: 1ng I;}‘:P.L‘f[:.fi
§ heing told} cocqi ) > family can't afford a new car although it
days in the capitol as! _ could quite easily afford 60 patch-up jobs
-___mw-‘nts for a '..'l..iﬂ\.“u".ii.':.ﬂ.ll‘ll]CLl: : on a decrepit old jalopy
g s The notion that T 1esata can’t
yince the 1997 state legisiatures the cost-of replacing its 100-year-old ¢
of the need for such Y. 4 A 2 oy
Recision’ on tha issha i chmiingd : stitution seems ‘to us itastic, _._-u_z
; sake of argument, let us accept Christen-
son's estimate of two million dollars as
the cost of a convention. (Missouri held
L mbers of the one in 1943 for $697,000 and New Jersey
were appointed by two rival fac-| spent $330,000 on a convention in 1947, but
tions to hurredly draft a consti we'll concede that costs have risen sharply
Y % - 1 \g\n y o .
Two of them since those tml VS J-._- S B N
The point is this: fiwo million dollars
would be mere peanufs to spend on a con-
: S it : : stm:[[ir:rn which mig ¥ last T\'Elim-.esr}[a {m‘
: R e | another century. lhe actual f;ﬂ.r!'.etj-.‘l for
dntch as did ient upon a | a ('U‘."ll\'t‘.]'l"'i':{'] I'.‘\'t'Jlil‘L.l be measured in a .f:]"]l_gle
ingle charter so Minnesota | § year but the benefits of a modern constitu-
lcould become a st: | tion might be shared by several genera-
{ ions, And among those benefits
conceivably be an
) which would far
rtion costs.

be no serious
Minnesota constitution é e e e I
:-_l,v thro '

* nub of the leapue's

S0O0n.
Political historians relate
hot August 100 ye

withdrew before the week was
Out.
The ei 1 hastily pieced

|
v
-
-.

podge of bits
came ouf of
passed
branches of the legislature|
in 24 hours without a single | Minnesotans, at any rate,
It is 1'5-5;- i that leg-f given the opportunity to vote on the ques-
tion of a constitutional convention. 1If
L3 they are then appalled by the idea of in-
- served the | vesting two million dollars (thesChristen-
e S e ST son figure) on constitutionalf revisions
el I e which could meet their need§ for many
final work of 5 2 o e, : 1
: £ years to come, it will be their privilege to
say so.

veals over ]
punctuation, : of which
change the sense of the sentences,
land 17 outright discrepancies in||
il wording. I
i The Minnesota League of
I'Women Voters points out that|§
;|hn,n of the enrolled “originals™ | &
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Editor's note: This is the s2cond in a series of five stories
on proposed revision of the siate constifution, Other stories
will appear this week in the Duluth Herald.

BY EINAR W. KEARLSTRAND
Herald Political Writer
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' Learn With the League . . .

By The League of Women Voters

A Look &t the Constitiition

Let's examine Minnesota's Con-
stitution. It was probably never
taught you in school because, for
one thing, it is impossible to re-
print any EXACT version of the
document since there are two
“originals” — both different!
Probably another reason is that
it would encourage increased dis-
regard for the law, for despite
more than 80 amendments, parts
of our constitution are so obso-
lete that they are just ignored.
Some of these provisions include
a $250,000 debt limit, election of
U. S. senators by the legislature
rather than by the people, the
right for women to vote only in
school board and library elec-
tions, currency issuance by state
banks, and many others,

True, these probably do mno
great harm because they have
been superceded by either the
federal censtitution, judicial de-
cision or other provision, but they
cause much confusion, particular-
ly in the minds of citizens reading
it for the first time.

A part of the unnecessary
length of our constitution can be
attributed to these obsolete pro-
visions, but far more important
in this regard is that the consti-
tution goes info statutory detail
which has no place there at all,
For instarfe, it lists the complete
routes of \hur 70 trunk highway
systems; tllis makes up approxi-
mately one-fourth of the present
document,

The major consequence of such
detail is that it ties the hands of
the legislature and prevents the
infroduction of ,more efficient
methods in all three branches of
government.

A pgood constitution should be
a broad statement of principles
clearly and logically developed
which would provide the blue-
print for legislation and for the
structure of government. It must
he flexible enough to provide for
dynamic adjustment to the prob-
lems of the future and it should
include provision for a method of
revision or amendment which
would adequately express the
will of the people.

Our present constitution does
not do this.

Particularly in the area of
taxes and finances, the present
constitution is rigid and binding.
The dedicated funds, special tax-
es for certain industries, ete. tend
to make efficient financing and
udgeting almost i{npossible.

Many amendments regarding tax-
ation, while certainly bringing a
variety of taxing methods to our
state, have often made the con-
stitution even more rigid. Par-
ticular provisions in terms of dol-
lars and cents have no place in
such a document because they
often simply necessitate future
constitutional revision.

Another of the difficulties the
legislature encounters in coping
with our obsolete constitution is
that its time in session is limited
to 90 days each biennium. The
effect of the time limit has led
to extreme haste in legislation
during closing weeks and to fail-
ure of desirable measures because
of lack of time.

Too, since our constitution does
not limit the size of the legisla-
ture, we now have the largest
Senate in the country with 67
members; the national average is
35. The House of Representatives
with 131 members, too, is over-
sized in comparison with the
average 120 members. Reappor-
tionment on a higher per capita
basis could be accomplished by a
convention in order to return the
legislature to a less unwieldly
size.

During each session the
legislature passes much special
legislation, that is, laws affect-
ing only one member of any class
of local government, even though
such legislation is specifically
prohibited by the constitution.
However, this is necessary be-
cause there is no provision in our
constitution for adequate home
rule, In fact, there is no provision
whatsoever for county home rule!

Minnesota’s requirements for
adopting and amending a muni-
cipal charter are the most diffi-
cult in the United States. A char-
ter, once adopted by a communi-
ty, must remain its charter. There
may be amendments, but a new
charter may not be written. Many
earlier written charters are faul-
ty and inadequate for today's
needs.

The greatest administrative in-
adequacy in our constitution is
that it provides for a five-headed
executive department. Our gov-
ernor cannot be a chief executive
or even an executive! Good gov-
ernment is predicated upon a bal-
ance of strength between the
three branches of government.
Democracy today requires insti-
tutions that are strong enough
to govern, yet responsive to the
electorate. A governor must be
able to be held accountable for
hiz administration, but he cannot
‘be until he has the power to ap-
point department heads and the
lines of authority are clear.

We have dealt with only a few
of the many problems which our
constitution creates. Because
amendment is costly and diffi-
cult, the simplest method of re-
form lies in calling a constitu-
tional convention to revise our
constitution as a whole and then
return it to us, the people, for, re-
jection or acceptance, as we may
choose.
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Edifor's note; T™his is the
third in a series of five stories
on proposed revision of the
state constitution. Other stories
will appear this week in the
Duluth Herald,

BY EINAR W. KARLSTRAND
Herald Political Writer
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WELLS MIRROR

T fe i toniiiie b N

LEGISLATIVE DAY FOR LEAGUA&
OF WOMEN VOTERS IEID.

Legislative Day for all Minnesota
League of Women Voters was held
on February 20. Mrs. Neal Slindee
and Mrs. Winton Melby were dele-
gates from the Wells League, This
day was held to inform the League
on how the bills in which they are
particularly interested, are progress-
ing in the legislature.

Two senators and two representa-

tives spoke to the League on party
designition, constitutional conven-
i tion, andyreapportionment. The dele-
gates had the opportuliity of sitting
|in on a committee meeting to learn
| how they are conducted.
| The ladies visited the Senate and
| House in session. Senator E. J. An-
| derson and Representative L. B. Er-
{ dahl met them and helped them to
| have a very profitable day.

The Wells League of Women Vot-
| ers made it possible for Mr. Buelke,
Jackie Hassing, Kenneth McKee and
Inge Lise "Fﬁf‘:tensen to visit the
| legislature the same day.
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BLOOMINGTON St

 Second In A Series Of Aficles
By League Of Women Voters

(The League nf.\_\'mn&.‘n voters of Bloomingion, recognizing
{hat the voters of Bloomington will again be called \1?0[1 to
evaluate a proposed city charter at some future date, 1s con-
ducting a study of city charters. The various llll'th(!d?-i n'f elec-
1iuh have been the main subjects of study and it is in this con-
nection that a series of three articles, of which this is the seo
ond, has been pn-pm‘r'tl'l,

By MRS. JOHN MAISTROVICH

AST WEEK we discussed briefly the method of
ple of a commuin-

elec
for city councilmen, based on the princi .
> pepresented as one whole unit with its common inier=
- important than any of its diverse interests. The oth=-
e of representative government recognizing and giv
to the minority—is the basis for the ward system.
s are geographic districts of equal population, eacn
the same number of men fo the council, Regulations
ally provided for ensuring proper reapportionment of

o ward boundaries as the population shifts or grows.
BLOOMINGTON could have the ward system in its cily
: with either all councilmen elected every two or four
s or with staggered 1erms. !
The ward system is old, dating back to 1686 in Albany ;I;m&

York City, and attained its greatest popularity in the nine-

nth century. )

Although it has received much cri icism in reeent years ine
nroponents of the ward system can point oul several impor-
f t factors in its favor.

se include: all sectiol the cily are guaranteed repre-
ation, the odds are against 4 clean sweep by one party
thereby asst o the minorilty some representation, it is most
likely to produce a working majority of community-minded
councilmen and a minority is critical but not ohstructive.
It creates a cloSer relationship between pach councilman and
his con ients, vequires a shorter ballot, is easier for yoters
to become informed about candidates, and campaigning is sim-
pler and less expensive.

SOME disadvantages of ward system are: wards are
usually artificial areas rather than distinetive soclal commull-

ips. they danger exists of ward boundaries being determined
bv gerryigandering, the relation between the councilman and
his oo 4 ityents is frequenily impersonal especially in large
cities, Councilmen are more concerned about ward interesis
than the welfare of the city as a whole which aids in the de-
velopment of i 3 bosses. Able men are often denied
ﬂp]‘.n-:['l y to serv 1e community because they are members
of the minority in their own wards, Each councilman is account-
able to only a small portion of = voters, a slight change in
the comparative voting sirengi of each side can dras-
tically change the proportion ¢ in the council.

A party's citywide total of
election resul which means
trol of the council because the majority : i
ably distributed by W or a sizable minor
may not elect a use its supporiers a
scattered throughout the eity, m jority may be over repre:
sented.

Because of the conflict between election at large 1id by
the ward system there have been atlempts at a compromise in
some cities.

ONE METHOD is the nommniation of the candidates by
wards and their election by the entire city. Although Bt
Cloud is the only Minnesota cily to use this system, it is fairly

hroughout the couniry with San Diego, California;
a: and Wilmington, Delaware among those us i

Another compromise method is that of ele g pal

council by wards and the remaining members at larg

s practice is fairly common in Minnesota where 30 of 84
home-rule cities elect from one to three of their eouncilmen
at large.

it political scientists generally agree th a ward
tem is not the best method of election available is shown

a report of the National Municipal League relating the re-
sults of a study made in 1941 by the St. Louis Governmental
Research Institute.
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The Cost of Amendments
To ih{’_"di[m: Otto Christenson, executive
nt of the Minnesota Employe
attacked the proposal to hold a
ention. He stated before|
islation committee that
1 83 times

on to revise it would cost

_ that
er in proper perspectiv
submitied the vo
0 of the 96 or 3614 per cent
1 Many were Submitted|
tive times before passing. !
ing the amendment, publi-|
ring the ballots and holding
rable. If one takes the
estimate that at least
to _'r:i:--lj_i!h of election costs ;ii"\:
COST ]]f i
366,000, It
- at, current
15 since 1899 in which
1 submitted for vote
€ost nearly two million dollars,
22 énsive cony ion in the coun
COl niion cos 300.000; S
3 yveal

Missour

of Women Voters has a«

to vote on ether th
ntion held ise the dViin
4 constitution. { .

Paul.—Mirs. Ho I : '
AUL—IMIS, Homer Mantis, Chairmahn,
_Mrs Herbert Wiights
Comniittee,'

Qi il T as
St. Paul Le omen Voters.

-
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BERGERUD AND
LINDQUIST REPORT

Our personal lives are tied up
with certain basic principles that
guide our actions as members of
society. So under our State and
Federal systems, the Constitution
is the basic charter that sets forth
the principles under which gov-
ernment functions.

Our Minnesota Constitution
was written and voted upon in
185T—one hundred years ago.
Those were the days when many
homes had a spinning wheel, and
ox carts rattled along forest trails.
A civil war loomed black on the

LETTERS PO THE TRIBUNE

Convention to Revise
Constitution Urged

To the Editor: Many Min
nesotans await with ir
the action Monday
general administration com-
mittee of the house. under
chairmanship of Carl Hag-
land, on a bill which would
allow them w0 vote on a
convention to revise the
state constitution.
In support of the bill,
people appeared before the
committee representing the
Minnesota Citizens Consti-
tutional committee, the
Demaocratic and Republican
parties, Minnesata Grans
League of Women Vot
and,a member ofgPresident
Eisehhower's commission in
i.ntpr'-\on ernmental 1 i
Last Monday
nents spol
two—Mi attorney
for the railroads, and Otto
Christenson, executive vice
president of the Minnesota
Employers’ association. Will
the commiitee be more in-
fluenced by two men rep-
resenting special interests
than by a broadly represent-
ative segment of the
lation?
THAT the
needs revising is notafg
of disag 1t.. At each
general election the legisla-
ture submits amvndmrm».
”‘.("f‘ voters. Tw Vveniv-six
amendments have been
iinaachea bl s

were

popu-

constitution
‘ru int

greem

Lo 3
in-
legislative

stitutions restrict the :-.('ﬁrm

 and local action.
I -imposed consti-
tution ..l limitations make it
difficult for many states to
perform all the services
their citizens require, and
consequently have fre-
quently been the underlying
cause state and munici=
pal pleas for federal as-
sistance The commis-
sion finds a \e;}* real and
pressing need for the states
to improve their constitu-
tions.”

cr\|

oy
(8]

of
the
been

these facts,

citizens of

denied for

y ive sessions a

fundamental to repre-

‘e governments?

11r~ legislators forgot-

mal they are elected

|'{--|'n'(\wnlali'\'m of the

people and that all of them

W |l! be standing for re-elec-

tion in 1958°—Milared Har-
graves, Rochester, Minn.

slat

Border on this ground alone.

that
‘tézcd as a State and elect six dele-

THE DEEPHAVEN ARGUS

e

| horizons and the question of slave
| states versus free states was the
burning issue of the day.

THESE PIONEER people took
their polities with a martial spirit,
and when it came to the matter
of writing a Constitution, the po-
litical parties of the day split into
two battling conventions, each of
which wrote a Constitution. Af-
ter considerable political maneu-
vering, it remained for a confer-
ence committee of ten men, five
from each political party, to put
the framework of our constitution
together in a period of ten days.
Speedy action was necessary so
l Minnesota could be organ-
gates to Congress to swell the
Northern free wvote.

Many learned and dedicated
people of the State of Minnesota
have studied our Constitution in
relation to present day needs for
efficient operation of government.
Every one of the constitutional
committees consisting of thesc
distinguished citizens has come to
the conclusion that a constitu-
ltional convention should be called
to improve and strengthen this
basic law. Among reasons given
for calling a constitutional con-
vention are the following: The
executive branch of our State
government is so unwieldy as to
make impractical responsible ad-
ministration; our Court system
does not have the independence
fthat it should have under the sep-
Saration of powers doctrine; the
iLegislature has failed in its sol-
lemn duty to reapportion on basis
of population; extension of pow-
ers of self-government fo local
communities would relieve the
Legislature of passing on hun-
dreds of local Bills on which they
have little or no information; the
meaning of the Constitution is
lost in a maze of amendments,
hundreds of which have been pro-
posed and eighty-three approved
by the voters; provisions relating
to fiscal policy are so restrictive
that current needs of the State
suffer; and so many provisions
are obsolete that revision is in

OPPONENTS of constitutional
irevision argue that what was
boood enough for our forefathers
lis good enough today; that there
fis no guarantee that r(,prr,senta—
ltives of the people sitting in con-
Svention will come forth with a
‘better framework of government
than our present Constitution
represents; that insidious forces
could very well be at work in
such a convention to destroy our

Minnesota Constitution Needs
Revision Badly, Legislators Claim

require it” and in order to insure
the accomplishment of this fun-
damental principle, they set forth
detailed procedures to follow in
revising the Constitution.

IN THIS 1957 session of the
Legislature a bill again will be
proposed authorizing the voters
in the next election to answer the
question: “Shall there be a con-
vention to revise the Constitution
of the State of Minnesota?” If
the majority of the Minnesota
citizens voting in the election an-
swer that question in the affirma-
tive, the Legislature would then
set up the procedures for calling|
a convention, and the voters
would elect delegates to the con-
vention in the same manner that
they elect State Represeniatives.
These delegates would then meet |
in convention to frame a Consti-
tution, and thereafter the voters
would be given an opportunity to
approve or ihe document.

reject

This procedure insures that del-
tes of the people elected from
presentative districts would
frame the Constitution for sub-
mission to the voters for their ap-
or rejection. What fear
then need we have of enemies in
our midst, if such there be? Why
shouldn’t the people have the
right now to assemble in conven-
tion through their representatives
and seriously consider whether
the public good requires a com-
plete revision of our present Con-
stitution? :
LEGISLATORS under our con-
stitutional system may enact laws
only within the powers granted
under the Constitution. Further,
Legislators have no right to vio-
late or impede accomplishment of
the basic principles of govern-
ment set forth in that document.
Enough people have studied and
spoken on the need for constitu-
tional revision. It is for us to let
the people decide now on whether
or not a convention to revise the
Constitution should be called.
Accordingly, we shall support the
Bill that gives the people an op-
portunity to»yﬂ% on thal ques-

proval

concept of fundamental rights for §
a free society; that we know what §

we have now—there is no telling |

what we might receive as a result
of a convention, and we can ac-
commodate changing needs by
amendment.

This fear complex instilled by
opponents of constitutional revi-
sion is in direct contrast to the
principles enunciated by our fath-
ers. The founders stated in the
first section of the first articles of
the Constitution that the people
have “the right to alter, modify
or reform such government,
whenever the public good may

i
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Revision

Move Gets Backing

A proposal for voters to de-
cide next year whether a con-
vention should be called to re-
vise the state constitution to-
day was approved by the
house general legislation com-
mittee.

The committee vote was 11-
6 that the bill be recommend-
ed to pass.

The bill has bipartisan
house backing and is one of
three major issues that Minne-
sota’s two major political
parties are pushing in the
1957 legislature.

The bipartisan support was
(cited by Rep. Joe Karth, St.
Paul liberal, the bill's chief

author, in urging the commit-|

tee action. He emphasized he
feels the bill “should be sub-
mitted to the whole house for
proper debate.”

“The house is in a position
that ‘is deserving to hear the
expression of opposing view-
points,” Karth said.

Rep. Clarence Langley, Red
Wing conservative and co-
author of the bill, said he has

{sary, but that the 1947 interim
commission that studied con-
stitutional revision had held
that the present document
would require amendments in
36 major sections, addition of
SIX new sections, and 90 minor
|changes to be brought up to
date.

Rep. Carl Hagland, Minne-
apolis, committee chairman,
said the bill had been given
three hearings and he feels
the committee should take
action.

Voting for the bill were
Representatives Hagland, Kel-
ly, Bergerud, Ernst, Karth,
Klaus, Kording, Murk, Skeate,
Tomezyk and Wee.

Voting against it were Al-
{derink, Enestvedt, Fitzsimons,
Iverson, Tieman, Thompson
and Windmiller,
Representatives Albert Lo-
vik and Helmer Thompson
passed the vote,
| Provisions of the bill pro-
pose that the matter of calling
a convention to rewrite the
constitution go before the vot-
ers at next year's general

1 e
“both doubt and convictions” |&!eCtiON.

on the measure.

“I have
constitution is such an in-
violate document that it
can't be improved upon and
a conviction that we can do
as good a job in 1958 as was
done in 1858, Langley said.

Only, real committee op-
position¥écame from Rep. Carl
Iverson, Ashby liberal. Iver-
son questioned whether re-
writing the constitution
would eliminate the need for
future amendments.

Karth acknowledged that
amendments might be neces-

doubts that our

| If approved, the constiti-
tional convention probably
would meet in 1859 and its re-
sult would be submitted to
voters at the next general
election.

A committee vote had been
|expected today on -another
controversial measure — the
[50-foot truck bill—but it ap-
|peared it would be stalled off
{for several weeks.

[ Chairman Antony Podgor-
ski of the house commercial

.| transportation committee said

(the measure would be laid
[over until action is taken on
several other bills affecting
the big trucks.
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Let the People Decide
To the Editor: Shall the people of Minne

llsota have a chance to decide for themselves

whether or not they want a convention called

lto revise the constitution of Minnesota,
|shall they again be denied that right?

(
The

issue involved in the constitutional conve
lltion bill now before the legislature is

|simple as that.

It seeks only to place th

lquestion where it belongs—in the hands of

MEA Clipping Bureau
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(IE_Ivening)_' .
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“Right ToVote.

. On Convention’

Minnesotans were ftold fd
day "not to let a smoke screel
of side issues hide the basil
fact that wvou have- the righ

the people.
It is interesting to note that those who

| support this legislation fall into the one gen

eral category of public interest groups.
League of Women Voters of Minnesota is
one of them. Its membership has studied th
facts thoroughly and arrived at consensus
through the democratic deliberative proc

|of discussion and agreement at convention.

Our unpaid lobbyists can testify in the le
lature, secure in the knowledge that th
speak for 5,000 league members in 54 I
leagues throughout the state.

Those who oppose it fall into two general

)| categories:. 1) special interest groups v
{want to keep the status quo and fear change

or loss of special privilege, and 2) those who
believe that the slow, expensive amendment
method is good enough for Minnesota.

The League of Women Voters believes that

finnesota deserves something better t
Jis snail's pace reform. It believes that
constitutional convention composed of dele
gates elected by the people would be the
most orderly, efficient and economical way
of revising the constitution.

Minnesota’s constitution needs improve-
ment; there is little argument about tl
Your readers may not all agree on what
should be changed in our constitution, and
that is a good thing in a democracy. A con-
stitutional convention would afford more op
portunity for discussion and debate than a
legislative session that is all too short and
crowded with bills and other dutiessp

Minneapolis.— Mrs, Basil /Xoung,

President, M¥inesota
League of Women Voters,
*

to vote on whether vou want a
| convention to revise the state

constitution.”

The declaration was maaee by

the League of Women Voters

of Minnesota., e

“Opponents of the constiti- |
tional convention hill testifying
at a House hearing have tried

to  switch the

many other sisues,” the state-

spotlight to

| ment said, “but not ene has

[ given a single real reason why
the people should not be ai-
lowed to vote an having a con-
vention,

"We advise those who be-
lieve in this to tell theip
legislators immediat ely,"

-~ —
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convention,

“We advise those who be-
lieve in this right to el their
legislators immed
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Em phasizes Support

for Convention Bill

To the Editor: The vofe
on the constitutional ¢
vention bill in the legisla-
tion committee of the house
of representatives
answer two question 1.
Who does the le
represent: ;
ences our

Otto
tive vice |
Minnesota E
ciation,
to the "}l!l for
a house hearing. He
mitted that he spoke
about one-fourth of
members of his organi
Aion. Michael J. Galvin,
byist for Minnesota
roads, the only other op
ponent of the bill, mad
rlear he was speaking as an

vidual.

The proponents of
hill 'Llll.'lll”‘(l by the
people they represent 1o
support it. When both po-

Who influ-
legislature?
Christ
esident of
nployers’ as:

one hour

=\<If.

the p:'z?s:r'ﬂﬂ.‘.
grange, the

n Voters ll.r
Minnesota, a repre fn.,m-.-cn
f labor, the legis
chairman of a lea .Hn,;
en's oreanization, the
man of a statewide c«
organized ‘to 5;!.:‘.'.~pc.:-t

this measure, ,.‘_1.'1

litical parties,
of the state
oue of Wome

chair

tee’

a lnll
a Crogs ‘tion of
population askin
They repre-

are I“[m-
nesota’s
to be heard.
sent man sands  of
people, com\\ared to Chris-
tenson's 400)—A. L, Gross-
man, .\1.nneapul1..

thot

should |

spoke in opposit "'1 i

| of discussion and ¢

week  © E R e
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J Let the People Decide
To the Editor: Shall the. pe le of Minne-
| sota have a chance to decide for themselves
| whether or not they want a convention called
|to revise the constitution
| shall they again be denied that right? The
lis involved in the constitutional conven-
now before the legislature is as
siliple as that. It seeks only to place the
question where it belong gs—in the hands of
the people.

It is inte ng that those who
support this legislation fall into the one gen
eral category of public interest groups. T
League of Women Voters of Minnesota is
one of them. Its membership has studied the
| facts thoroughly and arrived at consensus
through the democratic ¢ deliberative process
agreement at convention,
| Our unpaid lobbyists can testify in the legis-
lature, secure in the knowle dge that they|
speak for 5,000 league members in o4 Ioca]
leagues throughout the state.

Those who oppose it fall into two general
categories: 1) special interest groups who
want to keep the status quo and fe ar ( nge

r loss {]. :,qu.l privilege, and 2) those who

the slow, expensive amendment
is good enough for Minnesota.

The League of Women Voters be
Minnesota deserves something better tha
this snail’s pace ‘reform. It believes that a
constitutional convention composed of dele-
gates elected by the people would be the
most orderly, efficient and economical way
of revising the constitution.

Minnesota’s constitution needs improve-
ment; there is little argument about that.
Your readers may not all agree on what
should be changed in our constitution, and
|that is a good thing in a democracy. A con-
| stitutionalr convention would afford more op-
[portunity for discussion and debate than a
legislative session that is all too short
| crowded with bills and other duties.
| Minneapolis.— TS, Basil Young,

President, Minnesota
League of Women Voters,

*

'Ir"\

of Minnesota, or|

and |

&¥férs to the Tnbune

Consfitution
Vote s Right

|

'Oi People

Minnesotans were warned to-
ldav, as a result of testimony at
la legislative hearing, “not to let
issues hide the

fa sereen of side

ibasic fast that they have the
|-‘i;'.h1 to vote on whether Sthey |
| want ‘a convention to revise the
| state onstitution”., The warning
|was made by the League of Wo-
' |men Voters of Minnesota in con-
.|.u.ul't::1titm with the joint GOP-
. |DFL legislative committee head-
ed by P. Kenneth Peterson of
Minneapolis and Wm. Carlson of
St Paul, Calling a constitutional
convention is in both party plat-
form:
“Opponents of
|ional econvention bill
at a .':'mm hearing have trie
switch
other
“but
real

shoule

the constitut-
fyving

d to

test
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League of Women Vatersfiof
|nesota—in~¢oRsuItation
joint GOP-DFL legislative
mittee  headed " by P.
Peterson of. Minneapolis and
liam Carlson of St. Paul.
a constitutional convention
both party platforms.
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“Opponents of ithe constitutional

convention hill festifying

at a

House hearing have iried to'switch
the spothght to many other is-

sues,” the statement said,
not one has given a single

“but
real

reason why the people should not
be allowed to vote on having a

|convention.

| “We advise those
lin this right to tell
llators immediately.”
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lwere several persons who tes
lat the House hearing in
lof the Tcomstitutional
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Emphasizes Support
for Convention Bill
To the Editor:

|
The vote

on the constitutional con-
vention bill in the legisla- |

tion committee of the house
f representatives
two questl

does 1" :

Otto
tive vice :
Minnes ntl Emplo
ciation, spoke in opposi
to the bill for one hour
a house hes: |
mitted that
about one-fc
members of his

organi

JHion. Michael J. Galvin
byist for I sota
only other

of the

bill,

" |
proponents
authorized by

1. |1.-:_‘_'\_' represent

ln'] were

people
OF When both po-

lent

s, the

presid

|f."<‘l"l ner WOIm-

the ¢

irman of
en's organizati
man of a statewide commit-
tee anized ‘to

org support

this measure,
nent (n]‘n"c profes
tify in favor of a bill,

are a crogs-section of

| nesota’s' population
| to heard. They
sent manyy thousand
people, comyjared to
tenson's 400\—A. L, Gross-
, man, Minneapolis.
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Of People ./

|  Minnesotans were warned to-

|dav. as a result of testimony at

[ |a legislative hearing, “not to let

la sereen of side issues hide the

| basic ‘fast that they havg

I| right to vote on whether “hey

| |want'a convention to revise the

_isf te constitution”. The warning

was made by the League of Wo-

imen Voters of Minnesota in con-

. : | |sultation with the joint GOP-
I S A ¢ |DFL legislative committee head-

Let the People Decide \

wrapls PSEEEES P B A -
week f Lina  ssrienlad

R

! 3 < A ed by P. Kenneth Peterson of

To the Editor: Shall the people Gl Minne- | Minneapolis and Wm. Carlson of

| sota have a chance to decide for themselves 'St Paul. Calling a constitutional
| whether or not they want a convention called convention is in both party plat-

lto revise the constitution of T‘\mmemm, or
m.“l they again be denied' that right? The

sue involved in the -..s.J:‘.mut.nm.[ conven-
bn bill now before t rislature is as
ilpple as fhal It place
hands

forms
SO "‘fl"“l"t‘ of
nvention

the
bill

to
the

o othe
P “but :mt one has g\m, a single
interesting real reason -why ‘ithe people

support this leg lshould not berallowed to vote on

public

category of 4 wing a convention.
League of Women Vo of i\Titl:._.:;-:;i is
one.of them. Its membership Has studied the
facts thoroughly and arrived at consensus|

through the democratic de iberative process
of discussion and agreement at convention.
| Our unpaid lobbyists can testify in the legis-
lature, secure in the knowledge that they
speak for 5,000 league members in 54 local |
leagues throughout the state.
who tmpmc it fall

into two general

: interest groups who

fo keep tatus quo and fear change

|r_m~; of spec and 2) those who
‘nr‘];m-w that the i

amendment
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Minnesota: deserves something Izr_’L.m
this snail’'s pace ‘reform. It believes that a .
constitutional convention composed of dele- z iy
gates elected by the people would be the [
most orderly, efficient and economical way
of revising the constitution. ]
Minnesota’s constitution needs improve-
ment; there is little argument about that.
Your readers may not all agree on what
should be changed in our constitution, and
it is a gmr‘l thing in a democracy. A con-
;.s-.ut‘.r ional convention would afford more op-
|portunity for discussion and debate than
|legislative session that is all too short and
(crowded with bills and other duties.
Minneapolis.— ~Trs. Basil Young,
President, Minnesota : - 1
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“Opponents of the constitutional
convenltion bill testifying at a
House hearing have iried to switch
the spotlight to many other is-
sues,” the statement said, “but
inot one has given a
reason why the people should not
be allowed to voie on having a
convention
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Residents Have
Right to Vote
.on Constitution

Minnesotans

were warned this
weel, i

result of 1ony at
a legislative aring, “not to let
a smoke screen of side issues hide
the basic fact that they have the
(right to wvote on ther they
|want a convention revise the f
“
was made by the]

men Voters of Min-

in consultation with the
GOP-DFL legislative com- ||
headed by P. Kenneth !

Eierson of Minneapolig and Wil-
|liam Carlson of St.
tional

as a tes

Lo

Paul, Calling|j
convention is in
| ¥ pl orms.
| “Opponents of the constitutional
convention bill testifying at a
|{House hearing have tried to switch
the spotlight to many other is-
sues,” the statement said, “but
not one has given a single real
reason why the people should not
be allowed io vote on having a
convention,
“We advise
in this right
lators im i
Joini
were several soms who testified
at the House hearing in. favor
jof the constitutional convention |
hill.

those
to 1

{ day, as a result of testimony
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League of Women
Voters Ask For
Constitution Conv,

Minnesotans were warned to-
at
a legislative hearing, *“not to
let & smoke screen of side
sues hide the basic fact that
they have the right to vote on
whether they want a convention
to revise the state constitution”.
The warning was made by the
League of Women Voters of the
state in consultaticn with the
joint GOP-DFL legislative com-
mittee headed by P. Kenneth
Peterson of Minneapolis and
William Carlson of St.
Calling a constitutional conven-
tion iIs in/both party platforms.
“Opponents of the :
tional convention bill testifying
at a House hearing have
to switch the spotlight to many

Paul. |

D¢nnison;
=Edp1.; Mrs. C. E. Howard, Ex-

is- I

On the bipartisan committee
are: GOP — Mrs. Leonard ‘W_il-
som, Carlton; Sen. Albert Quie,
Rep, Alf Bergerud,

celsior. DFL, —Mrs. Marge Maki
‘-”»’ Paul; Dr, C. F. McQuiggan,
Marshall; Mrs. Betty Green, _St.
Loufs Park; Gerald Dillon, Min-
neapolis.

Joining in issuing the state-,
ment were several persons who
testified at the House hearing
in favor of the constitution con-
vention bill. They are Bill Pear-
son, Ogilvie, master of the Min-
nesota State Grange; Donald
Holmes, Minneapolis, chalrman
of the Minnesota Citizens Cnr}“
stitutional Committee; Mrs, Ems
Peilen, Minneapolis, state legis-

i Iative chairman cf the National

constitu- |

tried ! "‘V' =
| the AFL; Mrs.

Council of Jewish Women; Geo.
St. Paul, active in

Lawson, St.
Graydon J. Kil-

inneapolis, Hennepin Co.
Workshop; Stanley
Mrs. Mal-

er, con-

other issues,” the statement said
“but not one has given a single |
| real reason the people |
| should not be allowed to vote on
I| having a convention.
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Republican

Platt,

colm Hargraves, Rqrhe
13 stitutional convent/on chairman

| “We advise those who believenFhis T caitie of Woriat Totiny

l in this right tg tell their legissii of the lLeague o

| ators immediately.” j o M

why

Tiate

x
| To Speed Up Legislation
| To the Editor: The legislative session is|
half over and most of the important legisla- |
tion is yet to be acted upon. Since the length
|of the, session is limited by the state consti-|
tution, it cannot be extended. But more fre- |
quent committee meetings would help. Some

committees meet twice weekly. Others meet
only once,

| We suggest that committees such as the!
| Feapportionment committees, which have a|
backlog of important bills to consider, sched- |
ule two meetings a week. This could prevent
timportant bills being buried in committee un- |
| til the Iatter hectic days of the session, .
—Mrs. Donald Guthrie, ‘

Legislative Chairman,

League of Women

Voters of Minnesota,
White Bear Lake, Minn.

1esota.

.\.‘\
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Thata &
WHY A CONSTITUTIONAL
CONVENTION? ;
As these lines are being written, |
the Minnesota Legislature is con- |
sidering and discussing the pro- |
posed bill to call a constitutional |

convention to re-write the present |

constitution. There is hot discus- |
sion going on, but indications are
that the proposal will not carry

As this paper has said many times |
in this column, method of amend-
ment to the constitution up to this
time has been that proposal of
amendment be made by the
Legislature. At the committee |
hearing in regard to the matter, |
we note that the matter of cost |
is one objection against the pro- |
posal to have this amendment
made by convention. It seems to |
be agreed that the cost of this |
process, ‘instead of the one that |
is mnow used would cost]
about $1,500,000. Under present |
law, proposal by the Legislature |
has to be submitted to the pt’o;)]e|
for vote. It seems unthinkable|
under present circumstances that |
the convention method will carry, |
as the present constitution does

provide the method that has been

used heretofore.

Members of the Legislature, a
cross section of the people of
the state, are particularly qualified
to consider and deal with this
subject.

It should be borne in mind that
the bill which the Legislature is
considering, even if acted upon
favorably, will not become law or
a part of the constitution at once,
The question before the Legisla-
ture in regard fo this matter is
that of submitting to the people
the guestion whether or not they
desire to vofe on it in 1958. The
law, if it passed today, will pro-
vide that such a convention may
be called if the people order it,
convention for that purpose. As
stated above, the constitution can
be changed under present law
upon proposal by the Legislature.
In order to do it under the con-
vention, method, the people have
to vote wpon whether they favor
calling such convention instead of
continuing to do it as now, with
or without proposal of the Legis-
luture by the convention method.

MEA C}ibping Bureau
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|_eague, Bipartisan Committee

‘Warn People to Guard Rights

! Minnesotans are warned mnol Excelsior, DFL. — Mrs, Marge
to let a smoke screen of side is- Maki, St. Paul; Dr. C. F. Mc-
sues hide the basic fact that Quiggan, Marshall; Mrs. Bettly
they have the right to vote on' Green, St. Louis Park; Gerald
whether they w a convention | Dillon, Minneapolis. >
]'m revise the state constitution.; Joining in issuing the Staie-‘
{The warning was made by the ment were several persons who
iLeagne of Women Voters of|testified at the House hearing
Minnesota in consultation with |in faver of the constitutional
'the joint GOP-DFL 191,{551;-11‘.\-':'!"nn\‘cm.ion bill. They are Wil-
committee headed by P. Kenneth | liam Pearson, Oglivie, master of
EP('H?}'FU!! of Minneapolis and |the Minnesota State Grange;
 William Carlson of St. Paul.!Donald Holmes, Minneapolis,
'(‘al.l:inp_‘ a constitutional conven-|chairman of the Minnesota Citi-
tion is in both party platforms, !y.rtns Constitutional committee; |
i “Opponents of the (-f_ulg-;tjtu_-j-_'.]'_l's. Ellis Peilen, Minneapolis, |
tional convention bill testifying !state legislative chairman of ihe |
"4t a House hearing have tried to |National Council of Jewish
'switech the spoilight to mnn.\‘i"‘”-""l‘-:"n: George W. Lawson, St.
‘other issues,” the statement|FPaul, active in the A, F. L.
said, “pbut not one has given a Mrs. Graydon J, Kilborn, Min-
'single real reason why the peo- neapolis, Hennepin County Re-
ple should not be allowed to publican Workshop; Stanley
vote on having a convention.|Platt, Minneapolis; Mrs. Mal-
“We advise those who believe in |colm Hargraves, Rochester, cn-
this right to tell their }ogisla—!bti{mionai convention chairmen
tors immediately.” |if the League of Women Volers
On the bipartisan committee |0f Minnesota.

are: GOP—Mrs., Leonard Wil

Carleton; Senator Alberf
Quie, Dennison; Rep. Alf Berg-
erud, Edina; Mrs. C. E, Howard,
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In League With The Suburbs

Minnesota Needs New Constitution

By Mrs. E. Robert Schwartx

Golden Valley League of

Women Voters
=

Constitution was
written and adopted under gques-
tionable eircumstances more than
100 years ago. The great stale
that resulted is celebrating its
centennial in 1958. We take pride
in Minnesofa’s birthday, but not
in the age of its decrepit consti
tuiten.

Minnesota's

The League of Women Voters
has been working for more than
10 ¥ i to bring about the eall-
ing of a Constitutional Convention
to rectify t mistakes which be
gan with a faulty original docu-
ment and continued through one
hundred of eightyv-seven
amdendments to become am-
biguous, ouimoded, and confusing
the extent that the state gov-
ernement must pretend that cer-
tain providions of the Constitu-
tion do not exist.

In recent years, two legislative
and a tax ‘study
have recommendad a
Convention the
accomplish most
necessary revision. Yet the Leg-
islature refuses the necessar
2-3 vole of each branch required
the Constitution to give the
people the opportunity to vote on
whether or not they would like
to have a convention. Why?
Many reasons are given, cost
among others. In spite of the
fact that statistics show that in
states that have held econven-
tions, such as New .Jersey in
1947, the cost of 3$350,000 was
scarcely more thiln the $204,168
to Minnesoténs in 1956 of
passing the thre/f amendments.
Yet a convention'would have ac-
complished a complete instead of
a piece-meal revision, Additional
advantages reported by states
where conventions have ecleaned
up and thrown out old Constitu-
fions are a resultant economy
and efficiency in state govern-
ment. When we consider cost, we
must not forget that only one out
of every three proposed amend-
i ments has passed since Minne-
|sota became a state, but the tax-
payers have paid for three out of
three whether thev passed or not.

Years

10

commissions
committee
Constitutional
best

as

way to

by

cost

Some opponents of a conven-
tion claim the people of today
cannot be trusted to do as good a
iob on //a constitulion Was
Ifin'.:f‘ i 1857. Subversive ele-
ments /and vested interests might
take Over the convention.
Strangely, the only paid lni;h}:itis
at the 1957 legislative sessions

were the opponents of a conslitu-

as

itional convention.
If 24 out of
have found it advantageous to
adopt new constitutions, we
must cenclude that Minnesota
is out-of-step with progress
when she sentimentally hangs
onto her original decumnet.
Now is the time, Centennial
vear and election year, to ask
vour candidates how they feel
about a new constitution for Min-
nesota., Surely if you ecan be en-
trusted with selecting your legis-
lators, they in turn should have
enough faith in to let wyou
decide on a Constitutional Con-
vention. Likewise, if the legisla-
l ture must meet every two years
{o revise laws, then a revision of
}lh‘\- Constitution after 100 Yyears
l‘ might seem logical
|
|5

states

the 48

vou

Constitutional Convention in
1957 Legislative Session
By Mrs. E, C. Davidsen
Louvis Park League
of Women Voters

A hill to permit a vote of the
people on whether or not a con-
sfitutional convention should be
called was introduced in the 1957
Legislature. Authors of this hiU in
the House of Representatives
werd: Karth, A. I. Johnson,
Lanzley, Luther, and Noreen. In
the |Senate, the authors of the
bill jvere: Holmquist, E. L. An-
dersen, and Schultz.

In spite of having bi-partisan
support, as well as the support
of the League of Women Vot-
ers, and other worganizations,
the bill was defeated by failure
to pass in the Senate Com-
mittee, where a 9-9 tie was not
called for & new vote, nor were

St.
|

t

iis Par
DISPATCH
Thursday, April 24, 1958

4

absent members of the com-
mittee polled. In the House of
Representatives, ths bill was
passed in the committee by a
vote of 11 vu'su.d?&_%o, and on
the Floor of the HoUie by 89
yes and 38 no votes,

When the Legislature convenes
next January, it is hoped that
the results of the fall election
will produee a realignmeni, es-
pecially in the Senate, that will
be favorable to presenting the
calling of a constitutional con-
vention to the people. The League
of Women Volers is continuing to
work constitutional revision
through its program of study by
its members, providing informa
tion for the public, and contaet
with legislative candidates to
make the facts known,

The League of Womens Volers
has published a number {f book-
lets and pamphlets on this sub-
ject. If you desire more itforma-
tion, call Mrs. Bruce (. Rd
ward, GR 3-5883. If you wish fo
express your opinion, write to
the editor of this paper, or to
vour Legislators.

for
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WORKSHOP ON REACHING THE LEGISLATORS

REVIEW OF IEGISLATIVE REPORT (IWV 1957)

LEAGUE'S ATTITUDE TOWARD LOBBYING

KNOW YOUR SUBJECT

KNOW THE LEGISLATOR'S VOTING RECORD

f

OFFER THE LEGISLATOR IEAGUE MATERIAL

REACH IEGISLATORS IN NON~-LEAGUE DISTRICTS

INTEREST INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE IN THE COMMUNITY IN OUR PROGRAM

¢

WORK WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS
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Letters to the Tribune

t Minnesota needs. —
Mrs. Kenne¥h—&s£agn, con-
Isn’t LEGC.‘;U@.'S Job stitutional revision chair-
5 man, League of Women

To the Editor: Recently Voters of Minnesota, Min-
a reader asked why the neapolis.
League of Women Voters
doesn’t write a “‘model
constitution” for Minne-
sota in order to show what
a revised constitution
would be like and gain sup-
port ‘for a constitutional
convention.

The reason is that we S
feel it is not the function A -
of the league or any other bkt '
advisory group to write a Women OTerS
proposed constitution. It is
the delegates to the con- r -
vention. an elected repre- i’ i‘ | O
sentative body, who }{EL\’E \Von eS 0 pen
the authority and the priv-
ilege of drawing up the
specific provisions of a
constitution.

Constitution Draft

The league can point out
aspects of the constitution
which need change, and
this it has done over the
past 10 years through
many publications. The
league and other groups
can make recommendations
which they would like to
see incorporated into a re-
vised constitution. Some of
the most urgent and talked-
about are:

More clearly fixed execu-
tive responsibilities; some
method of enforcing reap-
portionment of the legisla-
ture: adequate length of
legislative session; removal
of obsolete, contradictor)
or purely statutory materi
from the constitution;
workable amending proc-
ess; overhauling of the fi-
vancial provisions, some of
which are archaic or un-
necessarily restrictive,

The constitutional com-

ission appointed by the

ature in 1947 studied

constitution and rec-
ommended many changes
of the sort mentione d
above, plus a constitution-
al convention to achieve
them.

However, the commission
also compiled its recom-
mendatigns into a model
constitytion for Minnesota.
For tHis last effort the
commifsion wa i
by sonie as having
ed its authority.

The League of Women
Voters will not take over
the job of the duly-elected
delegates to a constitution-
al convention, buf we will
continue to advocate a con-
stitutional conventior
the most efficient and dem-

ratic way to get the con-
stitutional improve men Ls

—
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Essay ( !m iast

Wlnners Named

|
| A senlor at St Margaret’s
Academy and two Marshall,

 Minn., high school' students
are winners in the 1959 high
I school €ssay contest spon.

sored by the League
gue of W
en Votm e

First place w ;
‘ace went to Sharon
Locy, Marshalj.
Second place w innér

Eileen Mg Dopdfgl

Lakeland Av,
Delores
Was thiro_
) Topic of “the contest’ was
How ig Representative Gov-

ernment Assured by Our
State Constitution?” |

was
7200 N.
» Brooklyn Park.
Frair, Marshall.

The Answer Is N

THE SEXATE judiciary comr
voted to table indefinitely

Y 2
ittge
a bill

135
whicle

might have opened the way to a constitus

tional convention in Minnesota. This
means that the bill is as good as dead for
the present session,

Minnesotans who make note of its des
mise should understand one fact clearly.
The bill in question ‘would not have pro-
vided for a constitutional convention. It
would merely have given the voters the
right to decide, in referendum, whether a
constitutional convention should be called.

Those who opposed it, therefore, in
effect were denying the people the oppor-
tunity to resolverthis important mc..{.rm
for [hbmsmw... Perhaps some of them
were thinking: “This issue is too difficult
for the people to understand. Therefore
we will make Tho decision for them by
killing the bill.’

At any rate, the legislature for the sixth
time has refused to permit the people of
Minnesota to say whether or rot they
would like to see their antiquated state
constitution revised in a convention,

This speaks well for the legislature’s
consistency, It does not speak well for its
opinion of the people. Are the voters not
qualified to decide for themselves whether
a constitutional convention should be
held? The senate judiciary committee has
provided its' own answer to this question.
It is—bluntly—no.

Deplores Outmoded
State Constitution

To the Editer: Recently
*he state senate rules com-
mittee killed a bill which
would allow the citizens of
Minnesota to decide
whether or not they wished
to call a constitutional con-
vention.

Bill for/ C@ gﬁi? tion
Convention Is Killed

By WILLIAM R.
?\Iinneapolis Star Staff Writer

!“Cl.]

judiciary

tion h].l was Kk [f]f_‘.;-t}«‘ in

the senate com-
mittee.

The bill, which has been
considered by at least the
last six legislatures, would
have permitted voters to de-
cide whether ito call a special
convention to revise the stat
constitution.

Principal support for the

3 t+ i o
bill comes from the League !1110!1-1 18
League |OVe

of _Women Voters.

MacKAYE | a

ejcons

committee
the United

half - empty

room, that in

gldlf‘k the (‘-'xml is the Crm‘J

the
rention to

urged put

ting

ill's perennial spon-
en. Stanley Holmgquist

|Grove ¢ y, «argued that]
leveryone g |
|agrees the
titution
needs altera-
tion. Disagree-
only
method,

president Mrs. O. H. Ander- | he smd

son told the committee today
the amendment method of re-

vising the constitution is “too

slow, too costly.”

Some 85 amendments have
been approved since the Min-
nesota constitution was
adpoted in 1858,

Mrs. Anderson stressed, to

Sen. Gordon
Rosenmeier,
Lhtlf‘ Falls,
LOOK an op-
posing position.

The

tional

Holmquist |

need for a constitu
convention, he said
[was eliminated by recent
| determination that an entire
constitutional article (or sec-
tion) can be revised througl
a single referendum question
Previously it was believe
that referendum questior
could cover only single proj
s. Example of re
vision of an entire article
fall's Ainendmen
which wvoters approv

ast

Also appearing in
the convention was Dr.
Ver .ﬁ]t"." of
sofa political scientist.

Sen. Chas. Root offered th
motion fto postpone the bi
indefinitely, in effect, killin;
it. His motion was adopted
12 to 8, on a standing vote
| After the vote was taken
|Sen. Leo Lauerman, Olivia
who voted with the majority
asked to explain his vote.

“If there were any demanc
at all for this proposal, sup;
porters would havg come td
the capitol and to this hear-
ing.
| “Since there iy no popular
demand, I feel duty-bound to
(my people to vote against
this bill."

Lloy
Minne

Practically speaking,
rules commitieee members
knew they could safely do'
this because the public at
large does not realize what
an archaic and poorly-
drafted constitution we
have. They also do not
realize how important this
constitution is in deciding
what kind of government
we have in Minnesota.

OUR constitution was
drafted more than 100
years ago, and was drawn
quite specifically to cover
the situation as it then
existed.

Unfortunately, the
drafters were not quite as
skillful as those who
drafted our federal consti-
tution. They did not realize
the difference between a
constitution (which em-
braces basic powers and
duties and creation of and
proper separation of the
fundamental instruments of
government) and what
should properly be a sub-
ject of statutes or laws
passed by the legislature.

For example, thé idea of
a 90-day session of the
legislature every two years
was probably fine in that
day, since the business of
the state could be accom-
plished in that time and,
besides, the farmers had to
get home to the spring
planting.

WHAT application has
this got to life today? The
legislature must resort to
the childish device of
covering the clock to pro-
long the session,

Why must the constitu-
tion be cluttered up with
seven or eight pages de-
scribing the trunk high-
ways of the state, iron ore
taxes, railroad provisions,
veterans’ benefits, stock-
holders’ rights, and insane
asylums? These things are
surely a matter of general
law but have no part in a
constitution,

We believe' it the public
duty of your ne\\qpqper to
run a series of articles
acquainting the public with
the state constitution.

Lhe League of Women
Vaters; the Juntor Chamber
of Commerce, and possibly
other groups and indi-
viduals are quite concerned
about the matter.—William
J. Endersbe, pr esident,
Junior (“hamber of Com»
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