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Thie dress...well...I'm not rezlly sure how
I ¥now the family will vote on it sowvedayv,,. arﬁ T‘r
gsome of %then 2re so temperaientcl,,.why tley m*r«t it o
of f my back (ITaRFULLY), #a? »rip 1% 2l1) to shr -

and throw it in the ash-con!

THI'GLY) Wow, Mother.. of course they wouldn't -=nat to do anyt:
like that, BEverybody tmows that you just can't rsi thosze lovely hand
woven fabrics nowadays (FINGRIG SKIRT). It has worn quite well all
vears,..I'11 bet you anythin. we nould fizx it u~ with some alterations g2
it would te just zs up-to-date as Hissouri's new outfit or New Jersey's
ansembhle,

(PROTDLY) Well, Minnie, I'1l have you imow that my amendin : process
evary bit as ;;ood as theirs, evon if it isn't exeetly the same. Jus
at all these lovely amendments, (TORE 3 QATCE?S} Seventyi-five of
and every one different, too. SR8 WHIRLG ARCUMD ALGIRIVS HIHSELF
MIRROR)., The family must like anens mﬂ*t ~ they're talicinr sbout
five more in Tovember.

(DOUSTFULLY) Oh, yes, of course, 'esr,..but some of them ‘oun't really
winything to your whole constiftutional outfit...they're just stuck on...
and with no real design. We should set them in risl:t here so thnv‘lT
look as if they belong...like this..(TALTS TI0 PATCP S &b BRINS 10 21
THE: i AROUKD EOT{OM OF SEIRT).

Wi, I see what you meanl! (POIFTI ™ 70 PATCH)...that's gy $runk hichway
system, v runs 8ll the wey arow:d,

Look, iother, I nhave & wonderfuli idea, There's this natch IV-38...that's

the home rule ons, We could set that one in under wvour arm wiare t' 50
l@lt. You xnow sother, you reaily have urown larser <

: : biids lr~9° is tao $i-ht for wou.

O, dear, I didn't realize thet I Lavl ~rown seo much stouber
‘ho ever would have thowsht that mr lezislative seams wonic
burptins in 19528

(BUSILY PLAFIN Gui RES STRET S WMOTHTRYS ARK)
te?raf;e...WAat dc vou anpnoset Thare isn't enowrh honm
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e
Lot enovsh howe rulel What ocre we pgoins to do? ILeb ne look at thet
apondment (SHATCHEING IT FROM MINLI® IN TTOITEMINT) Horrors, I ses it all
now,.,this home rule is just for cities...you're right...we'll have to get
another piecs for the counties)

JT”’”GLY) Of course, dear...if you've grown, you'll just have to have

other home rule gusset., An increased population is only to be erpected

your ae, and the doctor seys it's actuzlly a very hezlthy sisn. You
incressed monetary circulation with 1%, you ow.

Ok, ie thot why I've had so much %roubls with my budvet-nalking process?
I have & terrible time tryins to mare botk ends meet, (TEYING O CLOSE
GAP BETVEN BLOUSHE AND GIIng)

Hoven't I besr tellins you that it's time you hed & new fiscal fo 1=*10n
garnent? What you need is one that has firm controls, b
ble....then you won't have your finances bulging out of

ge 80, Well, while we're &t it, I'd like to talze off this
: I Jnow it's mart of the dress,..it 4jd vsed to be necensary
evary conetitutional zerment £o have & debt-limitine clause o one
any avtention to that anymore,..we might ss well do saway w;tn that
useless frill, (TAX™S SCL18SOR3 AMD PRETTDS TO START RIPPING),
wood, Mother, now you'lre cetting into the snirit of the thinegs (FROWNS)
I really t ~719vw, Hother, one t“ & owrong with your dress is thit therels

Just too much materisl in it,..(HOLDING OUT SKIRT)...just look at that!

sq

the dust-ruffle off, I puess it would still be too
Lt cervainly would...Skir%s are shorter again, von W
srart looking little medel constitution we sey lsst weelr?
seventy »ases shorter than your drecs.

(LIXTISG SXINT) How sbout this Jensth? Would this be ahont riphs

ahout fourtesn inches from the gromwnd...thel would be much bethzr,
thore's 2ll this statutory materiel in the bostlse...thed shouldn't
in 2 conatitution!

1

dear...whatever will w2 do abtout that? Do yon supposs we could ant
the bustle off}

I"“ gure we could ...1" th “’&-t the right dres 1:1£=.i<'\=~rs.,..:-:

1q0 two‘ can rie o . assary

4 the bustle in le;Cb.

MR3. M: There ie a lot of detaill,
)

I declare, ome of that stitchking
houniaries of (insart own)
aven some of it lere,.heavens!

& Ayticle IV, S at directs the stnte 1
2ry tea yeare, Why th nasn't been done sin

Hinnie, you don't mens that I've bsen poinz around all these yesrs with
that showinaz! Oh, I'm so embarrasged!

1 LAl youU Asvea,, . anad
}1 oWing oo, ...right here
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It's your representation in the lezislature...srd I nate to say it, dear
but it doesn't look at all zood,

(PULLING AT IT WHILE SEE LOOZS IN HIRROR) It isn't very bscomins is it?
I guess thet iscreased ponuvlation in the cities is cousing the trouble here...
i1t!s makinz the fedric sz from all this stretchins,

If we movel over some of this fullness from other narts of the state, that
would ezse the strain.

{ING) I'm afraid some of the covsins mizht not like that,

¥When they see that your dress really doesn't fit any more ir
sure they'll want that lesislative nlacizet chanced to
eagier to acjust,..like a zipver, for instance.
JRYTHG WACT IX BER HAXDS I3 SUDD@T JBSPAIR) Ok, #Fary I'm worrisd,..my
dress needs so much done to it! If the mily dues vote Tor slterations in
1952, I'm just scared that it will) De an awful botchl

(THROWING All ARM AROUND HHR Cheer up, dear, that can't hapnen if you

have good dressmaliers. And you really will ret good oneg if you heve a
constitutional convention. Don't you remexber whaon this dress was npade

in 16577 The very best decismers in the state vorked on it.

RS, F: TYes, but the Republicans and Democrets had such & row sbovt the dasimm,
I do hopme that another convertion would he abls to work tozether,

Ok, I'm sure they would. We certainly have leal
ure just as skiliful ot desien,..they imov exscily how 2 constitution should
1nok.
! T I TSR T T -
{ THOUHTPULLY) I 2usss that's true...but conld
ob? It wen't he an easy one, you know,

Of ecourse, it won't. But if the family ¢alls to a convention, I don't
thiue tue; will refuse, They will lmow tu hay have sood materisl to
vorie on...mnd I'n sure that they will be proud %c have 4 wart in desiyming
a carpent that will stand the tsst of tine,

(T30 SNARTLY, *UT SIMPLY DRMSSED “OI%, VISITLY Lo
"MISSOUKIM CROSS T STAGH S, mINASS0TA TGHPARTE
0 THS IT‘M.)

How, if I could juet look like th=at!

Jhy, Mother you can., Our Tew Jersey and Miscouri reletives just recently
voted that remodelin: course for their constitutions. If they can do it,
so can wel (SIGFING) Of course, it took many years for ths voters to make

up their minda,

I just can't weit sny lonicer. I'm tired of all these patches, 1
. slmole desisn that will look sood fnr vears and I went - ‘turij fabric
won't zlweys need mepnding, ..l wisi they coull nge the
uaed for “H’lﬂ'Sﬂﬁ'& guit,..he isn's zlwows runmine %o
irs or alterations,
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WOEKSHOP ACTIVITY ON LOCAL GOVEPNMENT

“nagibly you can dramatize the need for callihz o Constitutional Convention best by
sirepeging local aspecta, This bringe it closer to the pmovle =0 it is more likely
t intereat them activelv, This subject might well be orgenized bv either your
Jonatitutiona) Revision or Local Government Chairmen.

Lepint voureelf with vour form of government, Besides ite structure, two other
Tacrore are important: (1) a »ide measure of local control over local mattere and
2" the freedom of citizens to chanee their existing form of zovernment if they
Terl 1t is reaponsible for unsatisfactorv or inefficient service,

L B

Authority of Local Government
From what nublic document or documents does your local government get its
suthority (that ie, charter, state law, or other)?
Over what matters does it have juriediction? Over what territory?
In what wav ie the suthority of the local government limited? What docu-
menta or lawa specify thia? Does this permit sn adequate degree of home
rale?

Power to Change
How are changes made in the structure and powers of the government?
Have any chenges been made recently? How?
Check local officials ss well as legislative representatives to learn if
any specisl legielation, under the guise of general legislation, has bp_e;_:],
pasaed for vour localitv. Was it manaserial or administrative in nature,
Could it have bheen handled locally? Who oromoted it? Why?
If you have home rule, have any amendments been on the ballot recently?
What waa the outcome? If thev were defeated, were any brought to the
legialature? Who snonsored them? Why?

5, HWave government salaries been changed recently? How was the change made?
Did wou have a chance to vote on the change?

Relations with Other Governments

1: What other governments, besides the municipal zovernment, regulate local
activityl ¥or what vurnose generally?

2, Is yvour community the dominant governmental body in the county - relative
to morulation, induatrv, etc,? How are you represented in the county gover-
ninz bodv in promortion to the rest of the county? Are you fairly repre-
sented?
In what class is your municipality?
How sre the citizens of your community represented in the state legislature?
Is thie in fair promortion to their pooulation?

L

When you have completed this survey of your local government, check and evaluate
vour anewsis ngainst the Lesgue material and the local gcvernment provisions in on
nragent constituiion, Whatis the answer? Are those orovisions in your case
ipegiaiobive! or "enablingi?

[f you have found them unduly v=-irictive, then this is your c¢henia *o reaily érame-
tize $he ne=d for a chsngas Siineg it close to home and the meonle will act.
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THREE-MINIITE TALK
on
THY WE NEED A CONSTITUTIONAL COWVELRTION
The citizens of Minnesota should call a constitutional convention because they need
a new constitution. If vou have been interested in the current discussion at all,
vou have read accounts of the framing of our constitution and kmow that it took
place in a verr unstatesmenlike atmosrhere, almost a hundred wvears ago, Time, far
from hallowinz this document, has only made its inadequacies more epvarent. Seventy-

five times the voters of Minnesota have found it necessary to amend the constitution,

This alone sugzests how imperfect an instrument it is,

There are 19 articles in our present constitution, any one of which would make a
rewarding study, with an eve to revision, in the 1ight of vpresent day concepts of

government,

To illustrate more specifically what is wrong with our.comstitution, I have chosen
Article 9, Althouzh Article 9 is the taxstion and finance article, do not imagine
that perusing it will give you anv comprehensive picture of the finance set—up in
Minnesota because finances are discussed in 8 other articles, More than half of
our amendments deal with finance and Article 9 has been amended no less than 19

times, The resul% is ambiguous language and unnecessarv verbiage,

Avart from Article 9, let us consider some of the other financial provisions of
our constitution,
1, Article 4, Section 32a: This section provides that railroads shall pay a
gross earnings tax in lieu of all other taxes, Mirnesota is almost alone
in having such a provision in its constitution, It has no place there and

should be removed, since it prohibits changing the tax rate, at present

5%, excevt by referendum, Tax rates should properly be set by the legis—

1ature so that they may fluctuate with the changing times,




3-minute talk -2- January, 1952
2. Section 32b of this same article prohibits the state from snending any
money for internal improvement with the result that two new articles have
been added to our constitution as amendments —~ the 16th, dealing with state
trunk highways, andi the 19th, dealing with aeronautics, Any prohibition
of internal impTrovements in this atomic age is unthinkable, but when set

forth in such a basic document as a state constitution, it could be tragic.

Throughout the constitution, there are references to school lands, swamp lands, forest
lands, with complicated provisions for administering the various funds derived from
them. TFund allocations are whimsical and arbitrary and they cannot be changed excepti
by amendment. One looks in vain for any underlying philosoohy inspiring these
scattered provisions, That such an underlying and logical concention of taxation

and finance is needed here in Minnesota is avnarent to any one who has read the re-

port of the Efficiency in Government Comuission created by the 1949 Legislature,

This committee, generally called the Little Hoover Commission, worked faithfully
during the interim and brought its suggestions covering every phase of state govern-
ment to the 1951 Lesislature, However, the legislature gave little consideration to
the recommendations and acted on none of them, Many of its suggestions could have
been carried out by legislative statute, but it seems obvious that to get an inte~

grated tax policy, constitutional revision through a convention will be necessary.

Every citizen in the state, from the business man who claims that he is hampered in
competition with other states by our tax policv, %o ordinary people like you and me,
who feel that we are getting less than our money's worth for our tax dollar, would

benefit bv a new, simple and flexible tax article. Such an article as a convention

could write would enable the legislature to meet current tax needs,
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. Orzanizations belonging
to
the
CITIZENS COMMITTEE FOR A COWSTITUTIONAL CONV HTION

americans for Democratic aAction

Central Labor Union

Democratic~Farmer-Labor Party

Disabled American Veterans

Duluth Federated Trades Assembly

Duluth Industrial Union Council

Good Government Groups

Governor's Advisory Committee on Constit.itional Revision
Hennepin County Industrial Union Council
Inter-Club Council of St. Paul

Leazue of Women Voters

Mechinists! Local 459

Minneapolis Jr. Chamber of Commerce
Minnesota Association of Cooperatives' Board
Minnesota Tditorial Association

Minnesota ¥arm 3ureau

Minnesota Farmers Union

Minnesota Grance

Minnesota Jr,. Chamber of Commerce

Minnesota Machinists' Non-Partisan Political Leagzue
National Council of Jewish Women

Railroad Brotherhood Lesislative Board
Ramsey County Civic Federation

Republican Party

Renublican Workshop

St. Paul Trades and Lahor Assembly

State Federation of Labor

Young DF

Young Republican Leasue
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
84 SOUTH TENTH STREET, ROOM 406
MINNEAPOLIS 3, MINNESOTA

Atlantic 094]
Januvary 28, 1952

Re: CONSTITUTIONAL COWNVENTION
Dear Local Leaguve President:

The Leagzue of iomen Voters of Minnesota is continuing in the fizht for a constitu-
tional convention. In 1947 we put constitutional revision on our state nrogram for
the first time, During the years since, we have studied the followingz aspects of
revisiont: need and methods of revision, the ways in which the present constitution
affects local government, the number of elective offices, reapportionment, dedicated
funds and the Constitutional Commission's recommendations.

In 1949 a proposal to submit to the peonle the calling of & constitutional convention
vas defeated in the House of Representatives, ZEight additional favorable votes were
needed for passage. In 1951, 35 additional favorable votes were needed.® You can
see we actually lost ground., Why? It seemed obvious that the job of making the
people want a new state constitution had not been done, Our 1951 League convention
recognized this fact and decided it was now time for us to go to the vpeoprle in our
community "to build public opinion for calling a Constitutional Convention." The
material we have nrenmared for you is designed to heln you do tkis. We have attempted
also to show you how to dramatize the need and bring it within the scone of the

everyday lives of your neighbors, You'll have many ideas of your own to add to this.
The problem is not so much opnosgition to a new constitution as it is apathy and lack
of nowledze on the need for a new constitution and the method by which a convention
may be called, To be effective at all each local Leacue member should inform herself
of this need so she can spread the word among neople within the reach of her influence,

Revision is a slow process. In order that you may see the length of the task ahead
and energize yourselves for it, we have included an outline of the steps involved in
the Fight for Constitutional Revision. You will note that we in Minnesota are only
on step two.

In the Plan for 1952 we have some sugrestions for your League's activities between
now and the time of the 1953 Legislature. We hope you will use it as a skeleton
end fill it in with many plans of your own.

Your Constitutional Revision Chairman will conduct the Worlkshop for Leaders. Its
purpose is to (1) make definite mlans for contacting the nublic and (2) train a few
leaders in snecial techniques and subject matter so that it will be easier for them
to go to other grouvns in their community and talk constitutional revision, Emphasize
always the popular aporoach. Mal-e the neonle feel concerned with the constitution's
inadequacies,

In response to your suggestions that material for the »nublic be lighter we are send-
ing you a short one-act play. It is simple to do as the only prop needed is an old
ratched-un dress. Your League could produce the play for other organizations in
your town,

*See 1951 Legislative Report
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We have planned that you would do your workshop work in February and begin your
community work in March. By the beginning of March you will receive a Pamphlet for
public distribution on which are listed eight reasons why we need & new constitution,
The reasons have been cartooned by Mr. P. J. Hoffstrom (Mr. %) of the St. Paul papers
in an effort to lighten and pooularize the deadly facts and figures involved in the
job of educating the public., We hope you will distribute these cartoons as widely
as possible,

In order that each League member may have additional information on the need for
revision we have nrepared supplementary maeterial under the eight headings used in the
cartoons., This will give you background information for discussing further with the
public the many needs for revision,

How will revision affect my community? In answer to this question, we have prepared
a local government study outline. Your constitutional revision chairmen can tie this
in with your own local government study and 2rrive at an analysis of how your con-
stitution affects your local government.

There is in Minnesota a state-wide Citizens Committee for a Constitutional Convention
which is made up of many orgenizations and interested individuals. Mrs., Malcolm
Hargraves, our former president, is chairman of this committee, It is planning to
set u>y local organizations throuzhout the state. We urge you to cooperate with it

in every way you can. The reason for this is that we cannot build enough public
support through eur members alone. We must reach the nublic through as many other
orgenized groups as nossible, Our work ahead is not hopeless, Missouri and New
Jersey have recently acquired new constitutions. The Leagues played an outstanding
role in securing these new constitutions, but wide spread support for many of their
campaigns was possible only through cooveration with state-wide citizens groups.

As evidence that our constitution is unsatisfactory five amendments have been proposed
and will be voted unon in the Hovember election. Additional information on them will
be sent to you before that time, One amendment proposes the addition of a new Sec-
tion 3 to Article 14 providing that whenever there is a revision of the constitution
by any convention, the proposed constitution must be submitted to the people to be
approved by a 3/5 vote of all the electors voting on the question. The fact that

our present constitution does not require that a new constitution drafted by a con~
vention must be submitted to the people, provided a strong obstacle to the passage

of the convention call in the '51 Legislature,

Let us know the plans you have made for building public opinion for a constitutionel
convention, Send in interesting experiences you have had in your community. Tell
us how successful you have been in influencins the public. Your success will deter-
mine the plan of action adopted by the 1952 convention and could insure the passage
at the next legislature of a bill ca2lling a Constitutional Convention,

Sincerely,

f‘/_’?"/' /:’:. A

/”"”’r%’ o A
Mrs, Donald Guthrie, Chairman
Structure of Government
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Organizations belonging
to
the
CITIZENS COMMITTEE FOR A CONSTITUTIONAL CONV HITION

Americans for Democratic Action

Central Labor Union

Democratic~Farmer~Labor Party

Disabled American Veterans

Duluth Federated Trades Assembly

Duluth Industrial Union Council

Good Government Groups

Governor's Advisory Committee on Constitutional Revision
Hennepin County Industrial Union Council
Inter-Club Council of St, Paul

Leazue of Women Voters

Machinists' Local 459

Minneapolis Jr. Chamber of Commerce
Minnesota Association of Cooperatives! Board
Minnesota Pditorial Association

Minnesota Farm 3Bureau

Minnesota Farmers Union

Minnesota Grange

Minnesota Jr. Chamber of Commerce

Minnesota Machinists' Non-Partisan Political League
National Council of Jewish Women

Railroad Brotherhood Legislative Board
Ramsey County Civic Federation

Republican Party

Henublican Workshop

St. Paul Trades and Labor Assembly

State Federation of Labor

Younz DFL

Young Republican Leacue
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Fewer Elective Offices, Sept, 1950, 24.
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Suggested Sneech on Minnesota Constitutional Revision, Oct, 1948,
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JORKSHOP ON CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION

PURPOSE: To form a plan to bring the "Need for a Constitutional Cone
vention to your community ~ to make the people want to act,

PROCTDURE: 1. Get 2s many interested Leacue members and others (see
Plan for 1952 and list of orzanizationg bhelonsins to Citizens
Committee for a Constitutional uawvea+1on; to attend and
heln with the plans, The lerislative and local gzovernment
chairnan would be valuable on this co:r1+teﬂ Orranize the
members into workines teams to talte this need for a consti=-
tutional Convention to the publie.

2. Pnll the organizations in your community as to which will
give vou time, Then make vlans for going to them, to your
radio station, etec, with one or more of the following s
gested techniques. ihichever you use, meke it dramatic and
vitel to life in your town.

115

a, Jistribution of cartoons.

b. Panel discussion on the eight reasons why we need
2 new constitution. This could be ziven at same
meetinz where cartoons are distributed.
Presentation of play,.
3-minute speech on /My Je Need a Constitutional
Convention
Challr Tal't on Constitutional
Tallz based on survey of how co
your local government.

3. Have a trainins meetﬁﬂf for committee members
on the facts and reasons for needins a new constit Ltlon.
Review suzrested chances as siven by the Constitutional and

the Little Hoover Commissions Try always to relate them to
everyday life,

4, Make your plans so that you may be effective in your
commmity throushout the comin~ year or until our legislature
heeds the call to submit the calling of & constitutional
convention to the peonle.
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STEPS IN THE FIGHT FOR CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION

Study of our present constitution and the need for revision.

Work on the legislature to pass a bill to submit to the
people the calling of a constitutional convention. This
proposal must be passed by a 2/3 majority of both houses,
(This is the step we are on in Minnesota,)

Work for a "Yes" vote on constitutional convention at the
following election, The proposal in sten number 2 must be
submitted to the people at the next general eleetion for
nmembers of the Legislature and approved by a majority of
all voters balloting in the election, If popular epproval
is given the next legislature shall nrovide by law for
calling the convention., Delegates to the convention will
be elected at the next election in the same manner and of
the same number as the House of Regpresentatives, This
process, included in step 2 and 3, will talre from 4 to 6
years.

Campaign to select capable men and women &s convention
delegates.

During the constitutional convention, League members may
spealk for or against issues or proposals upon which the
League has taken a stand after thorough study by the
membership,

Campaign for ratification of the new constitution drawn
up by the convention,
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TEE PLAT FOR 1952

March has been suggested as the month to launch our campaign to "build publlc oninion
for the calling of a constitutional convention." For almost five years we have been
providing information on the recsons "VWhy Ve Heed a Ilew Constltutlon.“ Discussion
naterial was prevared on locel governnent, strengthened home rule, county government,
methods of revicion, fewer elective offices and reapportionment, This year we are
sencing you a »nlan for going to your comrmunity to build public opinion., Our third
action sten, supporting legislation, will follow when the legislature convenes in
1953,

February can be used as a period for training League members in reaching the com-
runity. Since each commmnity is different, you will want to work out the details
according to your community needs. Here are a few suggestions for the Constitutional
Revision Chairmani

1., EFHold a workshop to train a few League members in the techniques of reaching the
commnity. Vorkshop suggestions are included in this kit,

Perhaps you will want to invite members of other organizations to your workshop.
See Citizens Coﬁnlt ee for a Constitutional Convention list for organizztions
which supvport this issue.

Review the study material which accompanies the cartoons so that every League
meriber mey tellz revision with her friends and follow up the conversation with

facts. ieke definite plans for merbers to take cartoons anc distribute them at
other organizations' meetings.

In July or August you or your Voters Service Chairman will interview each legis-
lative candidate who will run in the orinmery election. A Legislative Question-
naire to be used in this interview will be sent to your nresident. The Question-
naire will ask the.candidate whether he will support a bill calling for a coén-
stitutional convention.

If you are not an interviewer, be sure those who are know the facts about con~
stitutional revision. Have them give the candidate a copy of the cartoons and
discuss with him the need for revision and a constitutional convention. If you
can get his affirmative reply on the Questionnaire, he will be cormitted to
support of this issue.

After the llovember election and before January call on your elected Senator and
Revresentative, ZIZxplain to him, if necesscry, that we expect a2 bill for the
calling of a constitutional convention to be introduced in the legislature, and
we would like him to vote for it. If he agreed to support such legislation dur-
ing the campaign, remind him of it. If you have mede these contacts beforehand
you will be better acouainted witih your legislators, and your lobbying during
the 1953 sessgion will be easier and more effectives.
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THREE-MINITE TALK
on
THY WE NPED.A CONSTITUTINNAL CONVENTION
The citizens of Minnesota should call a constitutional convention because they need
a new constitution, If you have been interested in the current discussion at all,
yvou have read accounts of the framing of our constitution and know that it took
place in a verr unstatesmanlike atmosphere, almost a hundred wvears ago, Time, far
from hallowing this document, has only made its inadequacies more apparent, Seventy-

five times the voters of Minnesota have found it necessary to amend the constitution,

This alone suggests how imperfect an instrument it is,

There are 19 articles in our present constitution, any one of which would make a
rewarding study, with an eve to revision, in the light of present day concepts of

government,

To illustrate more specifically what is wrong with our constitution, I have chosen
Article 9, Althousgh Article 9 is the taxation and finance article, do not imagine
that perusing it will give you anv comprehensive picture of the finance set—up in
Minnesota because finances are discussed in 8 other articles, More than half of
our amendments deal with finance and Article 9 has been amended no less than 19

times, The result is ambiguous language and unnecessarv verbiage,

Avart from Article 9, let us consider some of the other financial orovisions of
our constitution,
1. Article 4, Section 32a: This section provides that railroads shall pay a
gross earnings tax in lieu of all other taxes, Minnesota is almost alone
in having such a provision in its constitution, It has no place there and

should be removed, since it prohibits changing the tax rate, at present

5%, except by referendum, Tax rates should properly be set by the legis-—

lature so that they may fluctuate with the changing times,




3-mInute talk ; : Do January, 1952
2a i of this same article prohibits the state from spending any
money for internal improvement with the result t