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Mrs, Basil Young, President

League of Vomen Voters of Minnesota

15th and Washington Ave., S5.K., TSMc, Minneapolis 14, Minnesota
January 18, 1956

You may remember that for some time I have beenm interested in a question: "By what
authority were there sections deleted from Minnesota's Constitution, other than those
properly deleted through legislative actions? As I study old copies of the consti-
tution, back, say, around 1917, I have been struck by the fast that recent editions,
as in the current Legislative Manunls, betr no recognizadle resemblance whatever
throughout whole Articles, to the old ones. Who deleted the so-called dead-wood?

The legislature has never passed a bill so deleting them. Who changed punctuation
and wordings? The new legislators, reading the 1953 publications of the Comnstitution,
don't know what the League is talking about vhen we spesk of "dead-wood” because it
ien't in the copies of the constitution given to thenm.

I have been fascinated by this Minnesota version of the "who~dunit." I talked last
vinter with the Secretary of State's office, They declared they hadn't done is.

o legislator kmew anything about it. Mike Onlvin knew the deletions had been made.
He discussed them with me and declased the deleting was "quite legal®, but didn't
know the law that seid so. '

I managed to interest a member of the Attorney General's staff, Today I had = call
from a state lawyer saying "Call Mr., Henderson, the Reviser of Statutes., It's my
unoffieial opinion that little gentleman has been quietly "revising”" Minnesota's con-
stitution all by himself, with a little help from a stenographer, for meny yesrs."

Perhaps I should then have let the league office do the ecalling, but I was too intrizued.
I called Mr. Henderson. I was warned not to talk to Nr, Kemnedy, the Assistant

(Acting Reviser of Statute), but I had to, since Mr. Hendersonm is in the hospitsl,

Mr. Kennedy was not surprised at my inquiry; he had already heard of the "sniffing
around," He sald the Reviser of Statutes had always "edited” the constitution whenever
it needed editing. I asked for the legal authority. He cited Minnesota Statutes
648,11, But I hed & copy of the statutes and read the citation to him. It referfed
only to state statutes and novhere said 2 word mbout the constitution. Then he made

& delightful statement!

"This office has always edited the Constitution. As a matter of policy we leave out
obsolete parts, We figure we have the authority to do that. No, no law governs it, I
guese, We just do it under our interpretation of our suthority. We didn't submit our
changes to anyone, It wasn't necessary to submit our changes to the legislature. Ve
have always used our best judgment for the benefit of the state, pe we honestly believed.
And that's all we can say. We made the changes because we thought they should be made."

So thefe you have it. The end of the search. This holy document, likened by some to

the Sermon on the Mount, is largely the product of two elderly gentlemen and & stenographer
wvho for years have been editing out any sections, words, phrases, clauses, or punctuation
marks that "in their best judgment to the end for the benefit of the state,” they
"honestly believed" should be made,

Between legislators who "do what's best for the people" and Revisers of Statutes who
keep rewriting the constitution according to their "best judgment” the people of Minnesota
don't have a heck of a lot to say mbout their state government, do they?
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I% occurs to me we have a heaven-sent opportunity here for helping the governor and
hélping oufxdlves. Could the League put the whole matter before the governor in a
formal communication, eiting verbetim the statement of the Acting Reviser of Statutes,
and giving a statement of the issue involved: that the present editions of
Minnesota's Constitution are illegal, have been changed in major portions without
legislative consent or the knowledge of the people, and that the whole metter
should be clarified together with a study by the Attorney General's office of
exactly what changes have been made, when, and to what intent. Also & bill should
be introduced ot the next session of the legislature either making all past changes
legal ~ or future copies of the constitution should follow the legal wording and
punctuation.

I am sending e copy of this to Mr, Donald Holmes, with the thought that the news
release of this might earry more weight from his organigation than from the League.
What do you think?

Sincerely,

Margaret (Norgaard)
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_ League of Women Voters of Minneapolis
84’5, 10th St., Room 407 ~ Fe 3-63I9

STATE GOVERNMENT

CURRENT AGENDA ITEM:  CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION

For over a decade the Minneapolis League of Women Voters has been deeply concerned
with the task of revision of our state constitution. When Amendment #3, which
provided that a revised constitution must be approved by the electorate at a
regular election, received such a clear vote of approval in 1954, it seemed that
at long last, machinery for constitutional revision had been set in motion.

What is the fundamental principle involved in any revision of our state constitue
tion? For an answer we need to turn only to Article 1, Section 1, the Bill of
Rights of Minnesota's constitution, which clearly states that the right to alter,
modify or reform our basic law resides in the people. Thus the mandate to change
the state constitution when so desired is clearly written into the basic law of
our state,

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

We as League members must be in a position to answer the many questions that are

ever projected into a discussion of revision. The one you may most frequently

encounter is "what's wrong with the old constitution?" We can not brush this off

with just the rejoinder "almost everything," because in fact there are sections

that do not require any modification. But before we take up the many weak spots,
including faulty English and grammatical errors, let us review the circumstances <hj2:ﬂx
surrounding the adoption of the state constitution in 1857. It was so hastily

drawn, since only seven days were actually spent on it, that one marvels that it

is as clear a document as it is. It was so angrily drawn, since the issues of ccpéf
prohibition and slavery kept our territorial leaders widely separated in their P
thinking. And then these leaders were so uncompromising that Republicans and

Democrats refused to sign the same document. Two copies had to be made. This @Q;?f
resulted in the fairly well known fact that we are not absolutely sure that we now =
have the correct text of the constitution. But approval of a constitution, however
carelessly drawn, meant statehood for Minnesota, and that was the immediate objec-

tive in drafting our constitution. The people then started that amending process

by which they sought to write in changes obviously needed. Most of the amendments

were adopted prior to 1898; then the amending process was made so difficult that

present advocates of revision by separate amerdments should glance at the scores

of amendments proposed compared to the number actually adopted. I think they

would be convinced that this patchwork amending system has met neither the wishes

nor the needs of our peoples. At first we had the easiest amending process of any

state in the union. In 1898 this process was changed by amendment to make it

almost the most difficult process. From this point on we have a history of amerd-

ing the constitution to bring it more nearly into conformity with the demands of

a modern state. We have now 80 amendments while our Federal Constitution, more
carefully drawn has less than one third of that numbers. Many changes have been
recommended by non partisan commissions appointed to consider revision. The

Commission on Constitutional Revision of 1947 recommended over 100 changes and the
addition of six new sections. It is not enough to say the constitution 1s too

long, is outdated, is ungrammatical and lozded with obsolete and ambizuous sections
superseded by Federal Acts. All this and more may be true but there are more

convincing arguments for revisione
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WHAT 'S WRONG WITH QUR CONSTITUTIONT?

Our century old constitution in many ways ties our hands. The increasing com-
plexity of government, the enormity of government services with State and Federal
interrelationships, makes revision imperative if our needs in the areas of educa-
tion, welfare and expanding local activities are to be met. The constitutions

of many states call for definite periodic reviews of their charter of government.
Some are mandatory every seven years, others every 20 years. Minnesota has no
such provision in its constitution.

HOW WORKABLE IS OUR AMENDING PROCESS?

As stated before Minnesota has a very difficult amending process since it requires
a majority of those voting at an election to secure passage of an amendment.
Frequently at an election those voting on an amendment has run under 75%. Con-
sequently we in linnesota find it difficult to add even worthwhile patches to our
constitution when we are required to take into consideration all those who fail

to mark their ballots calling for amendments. (A blank ballot has the effect of

a "No" vote.) This difficult amending process has continued since 1898. 4As a
result even for a popular change it is indeed difficult to secure approvals

THE PROBLEM OF REAPPORTIONMENT

The question of reapportionment has received many a critical glance. Our present
legislative districts were created in 1913. Since then there have been wide-spread
shifts in population resulting in districts not being apportioned equally on a
population basis as required under our state constitution. Possibly the population
requirement should be reappraised as has been done in many states, Should it
continue to represent the sole method or basis of legislative apportionment? It
may be too rigid a method. We recognize that we have currently a flaunting of our
constitutional population provision and notwithstanding the fact that our

Minnesota constitution calls for revising legislative districts every 10 years, we
note that our Legislature has ignored this provision for 30 years.

OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

Minnesota has more elected constitutional officers than most states. There is also
a current trend toward longer terms for the governor who as chief executive is
accountable for administration to the Legislature. This is also in line with
recommendations of the Little Hoover Commission. The longer term prevails in 28
states. This four-year term might give to the chief executive two legislative
sessions or adequate time to get his program adopted. The question of a governor
choosing his own official family has been raised and it has been suggested that
better team work might result if he were given the responsibility of selecting
more of the constitutional officers, for example the secretary of state and the
treasurer. The recommendation has been made that the auditor be selected by the
legislature.

TIME LIMITATION OF LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS

Did you know that our present limitation to 90 days of lawmaking was not adopted
until 18887 Our constitution originally allowed the Legislature to determine how
long and how frequently it would meet. Legislative business has so increased and
our financial problems have become so complex that this limitation of time is not
geared to the needs of our state. Isn't it time now to eliminate that deplorable
end of the session rush? Also the concentration on local matters has left our
law-makers with only a small balance of their time for matters of state-wide
significance. This concentration on matters wholly local is inevitable until
constitutional provisions for home-rule charters are strengthened and made more
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workable. Our constitution does not make broad enough provisions for home-rule
for local units of government. Legislators can not be informed on the local
problems of every village and city. Yet I assume that legislators act as wisely
as could be expected on subjects very remote from their state-wide duties as
lawmakers.,

OUR TAX STRUCTURE

A constitution is an instrument of government and thus it should be only a frame-
work, a plan for the organization of the various branches of government. It should
be simple and adapted to a changing social, industrial and economic order. How
does ours fit into that picture? Is our tax situation becoming a problem because
of the inflexibility imposed by our constitution on the allocation of tax moneys?
Do we use our tax revenue wisely with this imposed limitation on the uses of tax
money? OSince revenues from taxes are earmarked and since our financial needs are
changing constantly the rigidity of the state constitution, for example, in regard
to changing tax rates on raiiroads means that we are trying to meet twentieth
century needs with an outdated methecd of financing. The fact that so many of the
amendments proposed have dealt with our financial plight indicates that many
citizens of Minnesota have been alerted to our basic problem of modernizing our
financial structure.

Much research work has been done in the field of constitutional revision. The
League has given first place to this item on its state agenda. We as League
members have studied this subject and know that in many ways the Minnesota Con-
stitution presents a real berrier to efficient state government.

Supplementary suggestions.

For further informatién on the historical background of the Ilinnesota Constitution,
covering in detail the calling of the first constitutional convention, it is
suggested that you refer to The Mimmescta Voter, July-August 1955. OSpecific areas
of constitutional revision which the League of Viomen Voters has studied are covered
briefly in the Mey-Junes number.

If only two unit meetings are devoted to short five minute talks, one might cover
the historical background and the amending probiems arising from our present
constitutions A second meeting might review the following: Fair apportionment,
exezutive responsibility, tax proolems, and legislative burdens due to Inadequzie
home rule provisions in our constitution.

——
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IEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
University of Minnesota TSMc, 15th & Washington Ave, S.E., Minneapolis 1L, Minmesota
Price 3¢ FEderal 8-8791 February, 1956

CASE FOR THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
(Suggested Speech  Times 5 Minutes)

Our state constitution is 100 years old, This does not make it automatically
"bad" but only suggests that a systematic review of its contents might be in order.
Why? This is a part of "keeping up-to-date." We do not expect the farmer to produce,
using a hand-made plow; we do not expect the manufacturer to produce, using outmoded
machinery - yet, we seem to expect state government to produce, using a hundred-year

old basic charter.

Two sections of the state constitution give us the responsibility and opportunity
for this review, to see if our mid-19th century document meets the requirements of
mid-20th century government, The first article in the Bill of Rights declares our
right to change, alter, modify or reform our government. In another section, the
machinery is spelled out for the holding of a constitutional convention, A consti=
tutional convention assembled for the specific purpose of examining our constitution
and changing it, where changes are necessary, givea us the systematic, orderly review
we seek., The constitutional convention is not a new-fangled idea; it can first be
found in American history in the Massachusetts constitutional convention of 1779,
Since that time, some 200 constitutional conventions have been held in the L8 states.
The idea of the citizen as constitution-maker is one of the most significant contri-
butions of the American people to the democratic form of govermment. We must not let

this idea lag as we have in Minnesota for nearly 100 years.

Many persons think of Minnesota's constitution as comparable to our federal consti-
tution which has been changed only 22 times. History quickly tells us how far-fetched
this comparison is. The Minnesota constitution was not written in an atmosphere of
thoughtful deliberation, Instead, it was written in haste (in order to achieve state-

hood) by a convention, split in two by bitter partisan strife, A conference committee
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of 10 men wrote our state constitution in 10 days, And then, two copies had to.te
made because the Republicans and Democrats would not sign the same document. There
are over 300 differences in the two versions, and no one, even today, knows which is

the correct onel

But that is past, and we are concerned with the present and the future, Why
change Minnesotatls constitutlon - why review it? It is hard to find anyone who has
gtudied or worked closely with the constitution who does not agree that change is
necessary, Not everyone agrees on all the same changes =~ but changes, lots of them,
have been suggested, Our legilslature can meet just 90 days every two years. Yet we
expect it to raise and spend over 300 million dollars and give conslderation to hun-
dreds of bills which affect Minnesota citizens. We hold our chief exescutive, the
governor, responsible for what is done during his term. Yet our state government, in
rezlity, has six heads, all elected by the peopls == Governor, Lieutenant Governor,
Attorney General, Treasurer, Secretary of State and Auditor. Since they are all
elccted, they may have opposing beliefs, thus working at odds with each other. Our
lezislature should cut down on special legislation for local communities, and our
local governments need broader provisions for adoption and amendment of their own
¢ .rters., Minnesota needs a fair and enforceable apportionment of the legislature;

a 2ore workable method of amending our state constitutiony an improved financial
ctructurey and judicial reform, This 1s not the time to examine all the improvements

witich would occur to you and me but to suggest, "let!s do it before it!s too latel!

Perhaps the most compelling reason for constitutional review here and now is the
one described in the report of President Eisenhower!s Commission on Intergovernmental
Relationss

"Early in its study, the Commission was confronted with the fact

that many state constitutions restrict the scope, effectiveness,

and adaptability of State and local action, These self-impogéd
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constitutional limitations make it diffiocult for many States to

perform all the services thelr citizens require, and consequently

have been the underlying cause of State and Municlpal pleas for

Federal assistance,!

The report went on to say, "The Commission finds a very real and pressing nsed for

States to improve their constitutions,"

The case for constitutional reform has solld eupport. The question remains one
of method, Shall we do it by amendment or by convention? Amendments we have tried =
we have patched and patched - some 80 times, bubt our difficult amending process de-
feats most amendments, Only a third of all amendments submitted to the voters in the
last 58 years have been adopted, The L.,W.V, believes a constitutional convention is
the best method, It would consist of the same number of delegates as there are members
of our House of Representatives, It would have the time required to consider thought-
fully all aspects of the constitution, as a whole, The document which it would write
would be submitted to the people for their approval, It is the safe and sane method
of revising the constitution, All we ask is = let the people sgy if they think it is

the best way of doing the Job,

The first step in the calling of a constitutional convention is for the legis=-
lature to pass a bill submitting the question of calling a constitutional convention

to the people, Since 1949, the Minnesota Legislature has refused to pass this bill

which would give us the right to answer this question, This is our right (as stated

in Art., 1, Sec, 1 of our Constitution) = to determine the need for review of Minnee
sota's constitution. Thig decision wilill have a very direct effeect on the future cof

our state,

If you think you and your friends and neighbors should have the right to vote on
whether or not you want a constitutional convention called, tell your legislator,

Minnesotals future is in your hands!




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
84 SOUTH TENTH STREET, ROOM 406
MINNEAPOLIS 3, MINNESOTA
Atlantic 094 |

NE'/ ADDRESS: University of Minnesota,Room 115 TSMc, 15 Washington Ave.S.E., Mpls,lé.

February, 1956
To: Local league Presidents
From: Mrs, Basil Young, President

COISTITUTIONAL We are indeed sorry to -eport that these booklets are
BOCGKLETS still not available, due to'"circumstances beyond our

control," — a worn-out cliche I know, but I can
think of no better way of expressing it, since it was never more true, You are en—
titled to hear the history of our dilemma:

Approximately eight months ago, shortly after the convention, the State Board dis—
cussed the type of further material on our state agenda, concluded there was a very
d=i'inite need for a comprehensive book on constitutional revision, tying together

all the history and facts we have been gathering together for the past eight years,
for use as resource meterial in the League and out, e were awere that this was far
too ambitious a program for our budget to handle and set about to find ways and means
of financing it (within Leegue prescribed underwriting limits of course). Ve
approached several individuals and groups interested in publishing educational
public—service material, and were assured by one of them that they would provide
fiuvnacing, as well as professional help on editing and format, However, we have just
learned that, unfortunately, this assistance will not ke forthcoming, as we had been
led to believe, and we will need to start all over,

The material is completed; it is excellent; it is history; it is fact; it is a
complete compilation of all we have learned, presented in a readable style, HIig
reads like a novel;" "Minnesota has long needed a book of this kind" are typical
comments, It was written entirely by league members, who have worked hard and long
on it, It consists of 173 double spaced 8% by 11 typewritten pages in six chapters,

JJe will continue our efforts to seek methods of publishing this material, both in
its present form, and condensed into a popular tool for wide distribution, and
would also welcome any suggestions you may have,

In view of the short time remeining in this season, the Board did not feel it advis—
eble to spend the money on mimeographing it &t this time, and would prefer to wait
until all possibilities of printing had been explored.

In the meantime, we believe there is plenty of material on hand for use in unit dis-
cussions; 1if you wish to replenish your stock, kits are being made up in the office
end can b e purchased for 25¢.

NATIONAL I cannot emphasize too strongly the advisability of
CONVENT ION sending delegates to national convention, particularly

this year since it is so close., It is an experience
thaet is well worth the time and expense involved, and I hope Minnesota's delegation
is a large one, Enclosed you will find informetion on railroad accommodations from
the Great Northern, Chicego & Nomthwestern,and Milweukee Railroads, If you wish,
the State Office will try to serve as a clearing house on delegates' travel plans,
be it train, bus, or car.




The, National Board is planning to base the exhibits this year on an All-States Fair
idea, and the State Board has decided to purchase a booth for the purpose of depict-
ing what Minnesota has done on promotion of its state program., Mrs, Grossmen, our
Public Relations Chairmen, would like to have all Leagues let her know very soon
what exhibits they can offer to the Minnesota display,

CHOOSING THE Enclosed is meterial from Mrs, Roger Klein, Voters
PRESIDENT, USA Service Cheirman, on Minnesota's Role in Choosing the
President of the U,S,

COULICIL

MEET ING The Second Biennial Council Meeting will be held at the
Leamington Hotel, May 17 and 18th, The Edina League

will serve as hostess. You will receive complete details in March,

The Board recommends no change or modification in the state agenda., If any League
feels that modification is in order, please advise the Board before March 7th.

See By-laws covering Council, Art, XI, Sec, 3 — "The Council is authorized to
chenge the Current Agenda only in the event of an emergency; provided thet notice
of proposed modification of the program shall have been sent to the presidents of
the local Lesgues at least two months in advance of the meeting of the council,.."

BILLBOARDS The Stete Public Relations Committee has contacted the

Northern State Outdoor Advertising Association which
will publish an article in their Journal on the league's cempeign to build public
opinion for a Constitutional Convention, The purpose of the article is to pave the
wey for representatives of locel Leagues to call on their local Cutdoor Advertising
Agency for free billboard space, e will let you know as soon as the e rticle is
published so you will know when it is time to go sheed with your plans,

ANNUAL RE?ORT Enclosed are 2 copies of the Annual Report Form for
your summary of your ILeague work from April 1, 1955 t«

Merch 31, 1956, In order to compile all reports into & statewide report, we will

need your reply by March 6th, This means thet you will have to revort your March

work on the basis of plans, rather than uccomollshnonts, but please be sure to have

your reports cover the full twelve months, 'ill you send both reports (one cen be

a carbon) to state office?

Mrs., Schroeder, State Finance Chairmen, seys that she has received Finel Fund Rais-
ing Reports from Afton-Lakeland, Brainerd, Cass Iake Deephaven, Falcon Heights,
Golden Valley, Hibbing, Jackson, Mahtomedi Minneapolis Red Wing, Richfield, Roches-
ter, St, Cloud, St, Paul, St, Inuzs Park, leseca, Wayzata, Yhite Bear Tounshlp. She
would like all Leagues to send in this report and to attach to it the results of
supplementary fund raising projects (1f any).

TAIENT FIIE Enclosed, and self explanatory. (1 for every unit).

KNOY7 YOUR TO/N SURVEYS lirs, Humphries, Local Agenda Chairman on State Board,
end Mrs, Hill, Publication Chairman, would apprecicte
it if local leagues vho have published surveys would inform the state office of the
cold facts involved in the printing and distributing: type of job (printed or mim-
eographed, or what?), number of copies, how many ordered, how many distributed, for
what price,(given awey?), etc. And if you haven't done so, will you send a copy
(or two or three) of your survey to the state office for our files and to help other
Leagues, Perhaps by Council Heeting time we cen get out & sheet of statistics to
help local Publication Chairmen,

CIVIL SERVICE MATERIAL Enclosed is the moterial on this Continuing Responsi-

ility. _The Report of the INTLR11 COMIITTER referred
to—in your-ngterial should be in your LL files {sent you Jan,'55), Also there are
a dozen copies in the’state office which may be borrowed om roquost




CONTEST TIKE Enclosed is & sheet to be added to your DO IT YOURSLEX
: KIT on Constitutional Convention, prepared by Mrs.
Grossmen and her tireless Public Relations Committee, I hope you will teke her

suggestions to your heert, and act upon them,

NATIONAL ITEM I Please see Nationel Board Report for Januery 1956

and note its emphesis on the new pamphlet "Coopera-—
tion or Confusion in World Trade." In sddition you will find the following pamphlets
helpful for a s tudy of 0.T.C. — "Trasde Cooperation or Trede Werfare ,the Choice
Before Us", availeble from Committes for s Notional Trade Policy, 1025 Connecticut
ave, W,'/,, Washington 6, D.C, Single Copies free. Additional copies 10¢ each; and
"Organization for Trade Cooperction”, Department of State Publication 6268, Aveil-
able from Superintendent of Documents, U.S,Government Printing Office, Jashington
25 D,C,, 15¢ each,

ORG/NIZATION PLANS Attached to the minutes are the tentative plans for
FOR KRS, HORNIR Mrs., Horner's time with us in Minnesota., Will all

¢ Leagues in southern Minnesota save March 26, Monday,
for a day long conference, probably in Owatonna? Vill all Ieagues in northen Minne—
sota save April 2, Honday, for a day long conference, probebly in Brainerd? Will
all Leagues in the metropolitan ares of twin cities save 4pril 9, Monday, for an all
dey conference in the twin cities? The emphasis in all conferences will be on mem-
bership, budget building, finance, local agenda, with attention in the metropoliten
area conference on overlapping area problems,

The visits to individual Leegues are tentative suggestions and final arrangements wil
be mede by letter with the local Ieague president, We wish we could get Mrs. Horner
to each and everyone of you, and hope that this schedule combined with her visits
last fell will about aécomplish that, If you presidents, upon resding this itinerary
have some special wish for her in eddition to our plans, will you let state office
know right awey, end we will see (not guerantee) vhat we can do about it,

ENCLOSURTS State Board Minudes
Transportation Information
Minnesota Chooses a President of USA
Annual Report, 2 copies
Talent File Sheet, 1 per unit
Civil Service Systen, 1956
Contest Time
"Our Minnesote Constitution" - essay contest




TRAIN SCHEDUIES from MINNEAPOLIS to CHICAGO

» Great Northern Railway - Leaves Great Northern Station, Minneapolis,
Arrives Union Station, Chicago.
All have Vista Domes, except The Black Hawk

Black
Hawk

Afternoon
Zephyr

North
Coast Ltd,

Morning
Zephyr

Empire
Builder

10: 50 P,M.
11:45 P.M,
?3 SS A.Ho

h:OO P'Ml
LI,!BD P.Ml
10: 45 P.M,

6:30 AoMo
T:15 AM,
2:00 P.M,

6315 A,M,
7100 AM,

LV.MPJ.B.
Arr, Chicago

11:10 P.M,
?: 30 AOM.
8:20 A.NM.

h!ls P-Mo
10330 P.Ma
10355 P.M,

2¢00 P.M,
8:]40 P.M.
9235 P.M,

Lv. Chicago
Arr, St. Paul
Arr, Mpls,

Chicago & Northwestern - Leaves Great Northern Station, Minneapolis.
Arrives Chicago Northwestern Station, Chicago.

Lv, Mpls,

Lv, St. Paul
Arr, Chicago

Lv, Chicago
Arr, St. Paul

Arr. Mpls.,

The Milwaukee Road -~ - =

The
nhoon

12:01 noon
12: 30 noon
T7:00 P.M,

3'00 P.Ml
9l 30 P.M,
10:00 P.M,

Lv, Mpls.

Lv, St. Paul
Arr. Chicago

Lv. Chicago
Arr, St. Paul

Arr. Mpls,

Northwest
Limited

11:00 P.M,
11:40 P.M.
B!OO AoMc

11:00 P.NM,
T:LO AM,
8! 15 A‘M.

Arrives Union Station, Chicago.
Has Super-Dome on all Trains,

Morning
Hiawatha

73 50 A,M,
8! 25 .ﬂ.tMo
2:L0 P.M,

10:30 A.M.
6‘05 PIM.
73)4-5 P.M,

Afternoon
Hiawatha

12:30 noon
1:00 P.M,
7:15 P.Ml

1:00 P.M,
?:15 PaMo
7:45 P.M,

leaves Milwaukee Station, Minneapolis,

Olympian
Train

6:20 A.M,
7:10 A,M,
1:45 P.M,

3:00 PnMc
9315 P.M,
93h5 PoMc

TRAIN PRICES ON ALL TRAINS - all prices plus 10% tax
(all accommodations not available on all trains, so checkl)
Round Trip, first class o$23.75
Parlor car's ¢ o« v & o
Lower berth « « ¢ o o
Upper berth « o ¢ o o
Duplex (1 person) . .
Roomette (1 person) .
Duplex (1 person) . «
Bedroom (1 person). .

L] - - - ® - - -

- - - L d - - - - -
L L ] L] L] - - - & =
L > - - - - L] - -
- L] - - - L4 - - L
- = L] L - L] - @
- - L 3 L d - - - [ ] -
o = L] L ] - - * a2 =
- - - L] - - L4 - L ]
- 8 8 ® * ® @ & ®»
L4 L ] - - - - - - -
L ] - L] L] - L] - - -
- - - L] - - L] - -
- & & @ - - * @ =

Bedroom (2 persons)




goncaerning obgeclete sections of the COonstitution of Minnesota:

ig _ oV the constitution of the state today,
! > fact that there are many provisions
still printei in it which elther are not belng enforced,
many of which in t! wture of things simply cannot Ve enforced,
or else are obeoclet€...s ..

(The Minnesota Ceonstitution has been) freguently changed by
amendment, but the fundamental provisicns relating to organ-
ization of government and the rlguts of individuzls have not
been changed. Many provisiona of this fundamental law are now
obsclete or have ceased toc have any reel effectev.ices

illiam Anderson, Minnesota law Revliew May 19521
§
"The Genstitution of liinnesota" (article)

Examples!

Article 1V, Sec.26 '"Members of the senate of the United States

from thls gtate shall be elected by the two housesa of the legls~
lature in Jéint convention at such times, in such manner as may

be provided by law,"

Thig section has been ¢f no effect sBince adoption of the
17th amendment te the federal constitution on May 31, 1913.

Lt

Article 1V, Sec.20 seeseesNo Dill shall be passed Dy either
house until it shall have been previously read twlce at lenzth".

All imrportant bills are now printed - reading ies usually
q

quite unnecessary, and indeed, conslidering the number of bills
introduced and pussed, it ig quite 1?30331ble. (2,500 were
introduced in the 1955 gession). The system of reading the title
and a bit of the fTirst or last gse ction ig certalnly an adeguate
compliance with the needs of the le glslators, dDut 1t 1s not what
the constitution requires.

Article VII, Seg.l '"HEvery male person of the age of 21 years or
upwards ..........shall be entitled to vote

sec.3 'Women may vote for achool offlicer and
members of library boards, and shall be elliglble to bOld any office
pertaining to the management of schoolg or librarieés......c..e.s

The word "male", in Sec.l, and all of Jec.3 became obsolete
with adoption of the amendment to the fedesral constitution which
granted woman suffrage in 1920 (Aug.27). In the 1955 Legialative
Lanual these passzages have been deleted. However, no amendment
to the constitution or leglislatlive declsion has authorized these
jeletions. They have teen vade, ag far as we can determine, Dy
the Reviscor of Statutes, acting on his own.

Article 1X, See.,5 '"For the purpose of defraying extraordinary

expendltures, the sgstate may contract public debts, but such debts
shall never in the aggregate exceed §250,000.0cs0aess’

In 1555 our state debt amounted to about 34 million .
The constitutional debt limitaticn 1s unrealistic and obviously
cantot be adhered to in modern times. Willism Amderson said in
1921 that it was unrealistic, especially since the decisicns of
the supreme court in cases involving the issue of certificates
of indebtedness for the bullding of the capitol and prison, for




raying the 1919 ldier's bonus,
equally easenu;AI needs have had
additional debt).

Cther pertinant factsg:
There are two original coplies of the constiitutl *iﬂn"aota
because the two bodiss, Republiecan and ! -
to slgn the same document. In thess two
approximately 3C0 4differences in punctuation,
anglies, '

-'.A.

@ L'b
“-'..'
1]
i‘

L4

A

"Ea r..h

ione, returna, and

Total number of arendments to the Minnesota Constitution - 82

Article Jub jec No. of Amendments
3111 of Right
Leglislative

ixecutlve
‘

I‘r‘
Ul QOUY

-
.l.. LS Y JL;.

—180?;1 ve

H
-

the
Banking
Of Corporstiong Having
ne Banking Pri Vﬁle'es
Amendments to tue
Constitutl
XV1 Trunk Highway jyst&n
XVI1l Forest Flre Prevention
XVIIX Promoting Forestation
and Reforeatation
Alr Navigation Facilities
and Taxation
Bonus for World Var I1I
Jervice

segtiocn

n

HiE O DD W P

Qinvolves
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University of Minnesota TSMc, 15th & Washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolis 1k, Minnesota
irice 3¢ FEderal 8-8791 Fobruary, 1956

CASE FOR THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
(Suggested Speech Times 5 Minutes)

Our state constitution is 100 years old, This does not make it automatically
"bad" but only suggests that a systematic review of its contents might be in orc.r.
Why? This is a part of "keeping up=to-date." We do not expect the farmer to produce,
using a hand-made plows we do not expect the manufacturer to produce, using outmoded
machinery - yet, we seem to expsct state government to produce, using a hundred-year

old basic charter.

Two sections of the state constitution give us the responsibility and opportunity
for this review, to see if our mid-l9th century document meets the requirements of
mid-20th century government, The first article in the Bill of Rights declares our
right to change, alter, modify or reform our government., In another section, the
machinery is spelled out for the holding of a congtitutional convention, A consti-
tutional convention assembled for the specific purpose of examining our constitution
and changing it, where changes are necessary, gives us the systematic, orderly review
we seek, The constitutional convention is not a new-fangled idea; it can first be
found in American history in the Massachusetts constitutional convention of 1779,
Since that time, some 200 constitutional conventions have been held in the L8 states.
The idea of the citizen as constitution-maker is one of the most significant contri-
butions of the American people to the democratic form of government. We must not let

this idea lag as we have in Minnesota for nearly 100 years.

Many persons think of Minnesota's constitution as comparable to our federal consti-
tution which has been changed only 22 times. History quickly tells us how far-fetched
this comparison is. The Minnesota ccastitution was not written in an atmosphere of
thoughtful deliberation. Instead, it was written in haste (in order to achieve state-

hood) by a convention, split in two by bitter partisan strife, A conference committee
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of 10 men wrote our state constitution in 10 days. And then, two copies had to be
made because the Republicans and Democrats would not sign the same document. There
are over 300 differences in the two versions, and no one, even today, knows which is

the correct onel

But that is past, and we are concerned with the present and the future, Vhy
change Minnesotals congtitution = why review it? It is hard to find anyone who has
studied or worked closely with the constitution who does not agree that change is
necessary., Not everyone agrees on all the same changes = but changes, lots of them,
have been suggested, Our legislature can meet just 90 days every two years. Yet we

expect it to raise and spend over 300 million dollars and give consideration to hun-

dreds of bills which affect Minnesota citizens. We hold our chief executive, the

governor, responsible for what is done during his terms Yet our state governmment, in
reality, has six heads, all elected by the people == Governor; Lieutenant Governor,
Attorney General, Treasurer, Secretary of State and Auditor. Since they are all
elected, they mgy have opposing beliefls, thus working at odds with each other, Our
legislature should cut down on special legislation for local communities, and our
local governments need broader provisions for adoption and amendment of their owm
charters, Minnesota needs a falr and enforceable apportionment of the legislature;

a more workable method of amending our state constitutiony an improved financial
svructure; and judicial reform., This is not the time to examine all the improvements

which would occur to you and me but to suggest, "let!s do it before it's too latei"

Perhaps the most compelling reason for constitutional review here and now is the
one described in the report of President Eisenhower!s Commission on Intergovernmental
Relationst

"Early in its study, the Commission was confronted with the fact
that many state constitutions restrict the scope, effectiveness,

and adaptability of State «nd local action, These self-imposed
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constitutional limitations make it difficult for many States to

perform all the services thelr citizens require, and consequently

have been the underlying csuse of State and Municipal pleas for

Federsal assistance,!

The report went on to say, "The Commisaion finds a very real and pressing need for

States to improve their constitutions."

The case for constitutional reform has solid support. The question remains one
of method, ©Shall we do it by amendment or by convention? Amendments we have tried =
we have patched and patched - scme 80 times, but our difficult amending process de=
feats most amendments, Only a third of all amendments submitted to the voters in the
last 58 years have been adopted, The L,W.,V. believes a constitutional convention is

the best method, It would consist of the same number of delegates as there are members

of our House of Representativess It would have the time required to conasider thought-

fully all aspects of the constitution, as a whole. The document which it would write
would be submitted to the people for their approval, It is the safe and sane method
of revising the constitution, All we ask is = let the people say if they think it is

the best way of doing the job,

The first step in the calling of a constitutional convention is for the legis=
lature to pess a bill submitting the ouestion of ealling a constitutional convention
to the people. Since 19L9, the Minnesota Legislature has refused to pass this bill
which would give us the right to answer this question, Thie iz our right (as stated
in Art. 1, Sec, 1 of our Constitution) = to determine the need for review of Minnee
sotals constitution. Thia decision wlll have a very direct effect on the future of

our state,

If you think you and your friends and neighbors should have the right to vote onm
whether or not you want a constitutional convention called, tell your legislator,

Minnesotals future is in your handsi
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‘OUR MINNESOTA CONSTITUTION?

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota is sponsoring an ESSAY CONTEST in order to en-
ccurage students at the high school level to acquaint themselves with the MINNESCTA
CUXCTITUTION,

15T - 30 VOLUME SET of ENCYCLOPEDIA AMERICANA,
o new 1955 edition, Approved by: Subscription

) Books Committee, American Library Associ-
) | ation, Used by: United States Government
, Agencies, Leading Universities, Schools
G Libraries, and Industrialists throughout
i America;

r

eesessesA DAY AT THE IEGISLATURE

ND G g?
(2 P RI Z A $25 OXFORD DICTIONARY

’./’ AI«D' )(,v:“.“J:A DAY AT TI{E IEGISLATURE

)—-—,{\ - A DAY AT THE IEGISLATURE
Dr7d This all-expense paid, personally con-

P |{| Z ES ducted visit to the 1957 Minnesota legis-
lature is offered to ALL WINNERS!

SLIGGESTED OPICS

1. ©Should There Be a Convention to Revise Minnesotal!s Constitution?

Reasons for or against revision, OSuggested methods of revision., Advantages of the
amendment process and of the convention process. Experience in other states. The
right of the people to decide the method,

2. Minnesota's Only Constitutional Convention,
Its historical background., What were the peculiar circumstances of the convention?
Do any present-day problems stem from this haste and confusion?

3., How Minnesota's Constitution Compares with the Federal Constitutlon,

Compare the two constitutions as to length of time in writing, ratifying and discussing
the provisions. How do the documents compare in length, clarity, frequency of amend=-
ments and practical enforcement?

L Amending the Minnesota Constitution,
History of and changes in amending process, Number and subjects of amendments, What
does an amendment cost? Is extensive revision by amendment practical?

5. The Changes I would make in the State Constitution.
If a constitutional convention were called and you were a delegate, what revisions
would you suggest? Why?

Suggested Bibliography: Report of Constitutional Commission of Minnesota, 19L7; Consti~
tution of Minnesota, Legislative Manual (available from your legislator); A Hlstory of
the Constitution of Minnesota, Anderson and Lobb, University of Minnesota Press, 1921 --
ask at your library for these., A4 25¢ Packet of League Material - available from your
local League, or LWV of Minnesota, address above,

CONT ST RULES

l., The contest opens March 19 and will close at 12 noon April 30. All papers must be
in the office of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota (address above) by the closing
date in order to be considered or judged for the awards.

2. Cnly Minnesota high school students (grade 9 to 12 inclusive) will be eligible to
erter the contest,

3« Thz completed essay is not to exceed 1,500 words. Use one side of the paper, write
legibly, or if possible, typewrite with double spacing,

e The full name of the contestant, grade, age, address, telephone number, name of

high school, county, city or town must be written on upper left hand corner of each page,

5. No papers will be returned and the decision of the judges will be final.

MINNESOTA'S FUTURE 1S IN YOUR HANDS




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
84 SOUTH TENTH STREET, ROOM 406
MINNEAPOLIS 3, MINNESOTA
Atlantic 0941

February 1L, 1956

Dear Superintendent:

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota is
sponsoring an essay contest to encourage students at
the high school level (grades 9 through 12) to ac=-
quaint themselves with the Constitution of Minnesota,
The contest opens March 19 and will close April 30.
Since the school curriculum suggested by the State
Department of Education contains a study of the state
constitution in the section entitled "Participation
in State Government," we hope you will use this con=
test to stimulate student interest in this subject.

Please forward the enclosed contest information
to your teachers and students. Additional copies of
Contest rules are available on reguest, Will you let
us know the &pproximate number of contest entrants?

Sincerely,

%%Ljé%?jglﬂii7ébéxcfpﬁqf
Mrs. Basil Young, Presid@nt
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CSOINTES T RN

(You may insert this sheet in your Do It Yourself Kit for
Constitutional Convention with other Contest Information)

HIGH SCHOOL ESSAY CONTEST

It's Later Than You Think w=

If the 1957 legislature passes a bill permitting a vote on a constitutional
convention, and all proceeds smoothly thereafter, the revised prd&uct ‘would
be done in 1962, By then, most present high school students will\{? voting.

Qur Time Is Your Time ==
The state Public Relations Committee has been working Overtime,

We have discussed the contest with the Assistant Commissioner of Education,
and have sent an announcement of the contest to Dean Schweickhard for publi-
cation in his newsletter.

We have notified all school superintendents in the state and have sent them
a copy of the contest rules,

We have also notified the heads of all private and parochial high schools,

We will, in March, send a news release to all papers in the state through
our regular Minnesota Editorial Association (MEA) mailing,

We will notify the Minnesota Journal of Education and the Minnesota Council
of Social Studies.

No Time Like The Present e

You can check with your local board of education to see whether further
clearing is necessary in your community.

You can follow the necessary steps to publicize the contest in the schools,
such as sending an item to the official school bulletin and school news-
Papser.

You can notify principals and social studies teachers, in person, if possible,
You will be interested, as we were, to note that study of our State Consti=-
tution is recommended for all ninth graders in the state this spring by the
Guide for Instruction in the Social Studies, published by the State of Minne-
sota Department of Education.

You can work through your PTA's.

You can see that copies of the rules and prizes are posted in the Young
Peoplels Reading Room of your public library, or that copies are left at the




circulation desk for interested people, Additional copies of the rules and
priges offered are available on request from the LWV of Minnesota,

You can persuade your local League members to talk up the contest in their
neighborhoods.,

You can see that notices are posted on church school bulletin boards. They
should be sent to the YIMCA!s and YWCA's and to all organizations in your
community that might publicize the contest in any way,

You can see your local newspaper editor. Ask him to print the MEA release
in his paper. Perhaps he will include the copy of the contest rules and
prizes which you will give to him (attached), If you have laid the ground
work before the contest, you may have a story to give him on some student
who is entering the contest. Before Easter, the newspapers are usually
more bulky, and therefore may have room for a picture of a student, sur-
rounded by materials he uses for his essay.

The Eleventh Hour ==
A week or so before the contest closing date (April 30) ask newspaper to
print a few lines notifying contestants of deadline and adding any news
on contest in your community.

Time On Your Hands 777777

If you are near a community where there is no League, follow above sug=-
gestions for that community, too.

Telling Time ==

Please inform the state Public Relations Chairman about progress you are
making, and ask for any help you need.

INTER-LEAGUE CONTEST

Three Quarter Time ==

We hope you have put in Time and a Half in building public opinion in your
community for the calling of a Constitutional Convention, Perhaps you will
be the League that Waltzes away with the wonderful prize to be awarded at
Council Meeting,

To the winner -- the Ieague with the most ideas, the most successful commun-
ity project, and the best performance record -- will go a beautiful metal
PORTABIE FIIE,

It!'s Tee=off Timel




| EAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNEAPOLIS

84 South Tenth Street, Room 407, Minneapolis 3, Minnesota
Telephone: Atlantic 6319

April 25, 1956

Mrs, Basil Young, President

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
117 West Howard St.

Hibbing, Minn,

Dear Mrs. Young:

Mrs, Jensen, Mrs. Duncan, and Miss Salisbury had a conversation last week
at the state office during which a number of things were discussed, among
them what seems to the State Board as our lack of attention to state
program, For clarification on several points, I would like to pursue some
of them a bit further.

As Mrs,. Grossman no doubt has reported to you, at the last two Unit Chair-
men's meetings she gave suggestions from the state public relations and
legislation committees in regard to promoting constitutional revision.

At her first visit, because we were also covering state contimuing respon-
sibilities, there was no time for questions from the chairmen. The sugzes-
tions which came out of the second meeting were typed and sent to Miss
Burton, Miss Turnham, and Mrs. Bruce (our state legislative, voters service,
and public relations chairmen).

We are glad to have the "tag" idea and feel that it is a new approach to
promote constitutional revision., New material is what we have wanted and
needed., Miss Burton is now busy contacting the units which indicated interest
in working on this idea. We consider the response very good. In talking
with Mise Burton, she says she is planning at this time to use 10,000 tags.

There were those in the units, however, who did not believe that "gimmicks"
were the complete answer to educating the voters to constitutional revision.
Mrs. Grossmen seemed to stress the idea that we promote a new constitution
by comparing "the old" and "the new" .... style shows deplcting the costumes
of earlier days along with the simplicity of the new .... the old car as
compared with the efficiency of the new, etc. Mrs. Richter, a unit chairman,
noted that this was actually our weskest sales talk., She pointed out that
compared to our federal constitution our state one ien't old. "Are we in
favor of changing the federal constitution simply becemse it, too, is oldt"

Mrs, Miller, also a unit chairman, said that she was of the opinion that
business men were not impressed with gimmicks and ballyhoo but would prefer
a serious plece of literature with reasons why we feel Minnesota needs a
new constitution,

Maybe the ideas of Mrs. Evenson, Mrs. Imdcke, et al, including new babies
(I'm not clear on this one), calypso music, fashion shows, parades, etc.,
might possibly be of some worth in certain areas, but it is likely that in
Minneapolis we should concentrate our woman power and time on such ideas

as tags, radio, and distribution of new materisl as the state prepares it,




Mrs. Young - 2

All in all, the purpose of the meeting with the unit chairmen was to get
their ideas, stimlate interest, and quite génerally get it all talked over.
Miss Burton was ill and was sorry that she could not atteand, but I have
talked to her at length about the suggestions made and she is considering
them 2ll and will present further plans at the May board meeting.

You probgbly already know from minmutes of our board meetings and from the
League-0-Gram that seven of our KUOM radio programs for this year are on
state program, five of these on constitutional revision. Mrs. Balcom, our
television chairman, has told me and the board that on September 27 she
offered to meet with people in this area to discuss possible television
programs on constitutional revision. We understood that Mrs. Grossman was
to set up this meeting, but nothing developed on it. Mrs. Balcom was of
the opinion, and said so at that time, that there is only so much available
TV time and it should have been asked for during the fall or early winter
months so as not to jeopardize our chances for time for candidates' inter-
views prior to elections,

During the year Miss Burton and her committee have made a number of speeches
on the subject of constitutional revision and have encouraged it as a topic
whenever the League was asked for a spesker. Right now she is trying to
line up League members to talk to their legislators about wearing tags

Mey 25.

For the benefit of the units and to create conversation and interest, we
sent each unit a "Do It Yourself' kit.

I knew you would be interested in being brought up to date with what the
Minnespolis lLeague is doing and planning on the state item. We will be
eager to hear about the booklet which has been mentioned to us. And speak-
ing of booklets, I am sure you are rejoicing with us in the tremendous
response we have had in the sale of "Minneapolis Is Your Business" ....

it has been a big job .... and kept many League women busy.

I look forward to seeing you at the convention and the state councill meeting.
Mrs., Edgar Kuderling is to be our state resource person next year and will

be one of our council delegates.

Cordially,
W S
Mrs .m. King

MK: j President

cc?

Mrs. Duncan
Mrs. Chesley
Mrs. Grossman
Miss Salisbury
Mrs. Guthrie
State office




League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 15 & Washington Ave., S.B,, Minneapolis 14, Minnesota
Fideral 8-8791 April, 1956

Memo:
From:

to Bthyl Young, Alene Grossman, Doris Guthrie, and Office
Jean Chesley,State Constitutional Revision Chairman

Interpretation of Article IV, Sec.3 of the Minnesota Constitution
as 1t relates to the LWV study of the constitution and legisglative
support of constitutional revision:

Excerpts from the "Report of the Minnesota Tax Study Commission",
pp. 49 and 50, Dec. 1954

The Minnesota Statutes provide for the imposition of special
taxes on certaln types of busgsiness. Most of these taxes are in
lieu of other forms of taxation.......

Probably the most generally known special tax is the 5% levy
on the gross earnings of the railroads. This tax relieves the rail-
roads of all other Minnesota taxes except special assessments, and
ad valorem taxes on property not used for rallroad purposes, and
income tax on income derived from non-railroad property.

Many citizens are of the opinion that there is a provision
in the Minnesota constitution for the imposition of this form of
gross earnings tax on the railroads, but such is not the case.
The early legislatures, including the territorial legislatures,
in granting the charters for all railroads organized in Minnesota,
required provislon for this form of taxatfion and, by legislative
act, 1t was later extended to all railroads operating in this
state. The rate of the tax is fixed by the legislature, but, under
a constitutlonal provision, before any change in the rate can
become effective it must be approved by a ma jorlity of the voters
at the next state electionNe..eee..

Very few states employ the gross earnings method in taxing
any of the railroads and Minnesota i1s the only state that provides
for the exclusive use of this tax in lieu of all other taxes on
the railroads (except the income tax and speclal assegsments, as
noted earlier). All state and local taxes pald by the class one
rallroads in the U.S. last year were equal to 3.36% of their gross
earnings, as compared with 5% in Minnesota. However, in fairness,
it should be pointed out that in periods of economic depression,
such as 1932, the decline in gross earnings lowers the total tax
to be pald to a greater extent than would be true if the railroads
were taxed on an ad valorem basig.

The economics of the transportation industry must be considered
in Jjudging the desirabllity of increasing the rate of the gross earn-
ings tax on the railroads. Except possibly during World War II, the
rallroads for a long period of years have not earned what could
truly bp called a falr return on their invested capital. The
Interstate Commerce Commission fixes the rates charged for trans-
portation services on a regional basis so that higher taxes imposed
by any one state cannot be passed on in higher rates to the users
of the services rendered in that state. The application of a tax
on gross earnings of the rallroads tends to increase the revenue
from that tax as the cost of performing the service, and consequently
the rates charged, automatieally rise. This factor, together with
increased use of railroad services, has increased the revenue
produced by the gross earnings tax on the raillroads in Minnesota
from 45,578,474 in fiscal 1940 to an all-time record of 314,080,047
in fiscal 1954. The decline in iron ore shipments during the
calendar year 1954 will reduce the yield of this tax in the current
fiscal year.




cont,"Report of the Minnesota Tax Study Commission":

If a tax structure 1g to be fair and equitable, it should
impose comparable taxes on competéng forms of business. The
rallroads are now subject to rather intense competition from
trucks, buses, barges, and airplanes. This Commission has not
been supplied with any data which satisfactorily deronstrate
that these competing forms of transportation are paying for all
costs of the services they render, including the provision of
public facilitles, and, in addition, paying for the support of
general government in Minnesota to an extent comparable to the
proceeds of the gross earnings tax on the railroads."”

Commenting on the above findings, supplemented by additional
research and experience gained while lobbying for the LWV,
Mrs. Ralph Norgaard, 1954-55 Constitutional Revision chairman
of LWV, has obsgerved:

"The rallroads are so traditional in policy that they defeat
thelr own ends. They do not re-examine thelr policies periodically,
as great and growing corporations do. They are entrenched and
fear any change in the status quo. Their agents fight everything
automatically, and often senselessly. I don't believe that the
ma jority of members of the various Boards of Directors of the
rallroads have any faintest knowlwdge of why their roads contribute
at every leglslative gession to the fund that Mr. Mike Galvin
spends so generously to prevent a constitutional convention.

Mr., Galvin has collected the kitty and spent it for around 30 years,
because he was active in the anti-convention movement while he

was still in the legislature and before he became counsel for the
Great Northern, It has been Mr. Galvin's bread and butter and

now its going to be Gordon Forbes'. All they really know 1s that

if there were a convention, Sec.3 of Art.IV would surely go and

one of thelr main getivities would go with it. That Sec.3 of Art.IV
prevents the legislature from truly equalizing railroad taxes

with other taxes and thereby costs the railroads money, doesn't
mean a thing to them."
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Press Release from Governor Orville L. Freeman re his Speech
At the Biennial Council lMeeting
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
Leamington Hotel, Minneapolis
May 17, 1956

"How the State Constitution Hampers State Government!

Governor Orville L, Freeman, Thursday, gave full support to the Minnesota League
of Women Voters to unite the people of linnesota behind efforts to secure the revision
of our state constitution., Freeman spoke in Minneapolis to delegates from the 53
Minnesota League Chapters to the State League!s Biennial Council,

"The League of Women Voters is performing another valuable service in the interest
of good government in Minnesota by taking the lead in the campaign for constitutional
revision," the Governor said,

"Certainly the time for a convention to revise our constitution is at hand, Both
political parties are on record favoring such a convention. Citizens organized to pro-
mote good government support it., Both major labor organizations favor it. And in
November, 195 the people of Minnesota asserted their support when they passed the
amendment designed to facilitate holding such a convention,"

"With such substantial support, the defeat in 1955 in the State Senate of a bill
to provide for a convention was a serious failure to recognize the will of the voters,
and a set-back to our efforts to achieve better government," the Governor charged, "I
have heard no argument against constitutional revision that seems to me to have any
validity. The oppositiont!s claim that the people could not be trusted to have a part
in framing their basic law is a denial of the principle of democracy that is unworthy
of men elected to represent a free people.M

Freeman attributed difficulties in the way of constitutional revision to two major
factors: - (1) epposition by small minority forces that have vested interests in certain
existing provisions of the constitution that they fear might be changed; and (2) public
apathy and lack of understanding of the inadequacies of our century-old constitution
and of the gains that could be made through revision,

Governor Freeman summarized the ways in which the Minnesota Constitution falls
short of our standards under 2 classifications:

1- "It fails in many respects to provide the framework and the rules under
which government can do its best, = in economy, efficiency, and effective
service of the people,"

2, "It fails to do as much as it could to insure the maintenance and ex-
tcnsion of the principles and ideals of American democracy."

Among the many defects which hamper good state government, Freeman referred to:
-the timing which requires the Governor to submit a legislative program
only a few days aftcr he takes office, - and to submit a budget within

a few weeks,

"I learned by experience that for a newly-elected Governor to do the
work requiwci, and give serious consideration to the issues involved, in
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the preparation and presentation of a budget, ~ and to do this in the
limited time provided = is a tremendous task, No person can fulfill this
responsibility as well in a few weeks as he could if he had more time,"

the 90 day limitation on legislative sessions.
"Government was much simpler a century ago when this limitation was
fixed, Much is lost in good legislation, many errors due to haste
and confusion, result,"

the 2-year terms of office for Governor is too short.,
"I have sought to enlist the help of qualified persons on committees
gtudying basic problems before the people and our government, I hope
to base constructive recommendations on the results of their study,
This is only one example of how the brevity of a 2=-year term handicaps
careful study and planning,!

provisions which restrict lawmakers in framing the best possible fiscal
policy,
"The constitutional protection of the railroads gross=earnings tax
(requiring a vote of the people for any change) does not exist in any
other state, and is entirely out of place today,"

rigidity and inflexibility resulting from the difficulty of amendment and
from the great number of detailed non~constitutional matters that are
specified in our constitution,
"Amendments that receive the overwhelming support of those who care enough
to vote for them can fail simply because of the numbers of people who
voted in the election who failed to vote on the amendment,

"Such items as the exact routing of a trunk highway system should be up
to the legislature and not a part of the constitution,”

"Perhaps of greater long-run importance to a free people is the extent to which
their constitution lays the basis for the preservation and extension of democratic
principles and ideals, In this standard our state constitution falls short in several
respectss

1o Respect for law and its enforcement constitute a basic American principle,

Yet in our basic law = the constitution - many provisions are ignored or circumvented.
Some, such as the provision that women can vote only in school elections, and that the
legislature should elect the Senators, have been superseded by amendments to the
Federal constitution, Some, such as the debt limit of $250,000, are totally obsolete
and are circumvented by interpretation that under certain circumstances a debt is not
a debt, Some, such as the provision that half the senators should be elected at each
biennial election, and the requirement for reapportionment every 10 years, are simply
ignored, Certainly when officials themselves either cannot or will not observe pro-
visicns of our basic law, we are to that extent failing to carry out this principle,

%. Local self-government is another basic American principle seriously hampered
by our constitution, Our municipalities should have more responsibility and authority:
both in the interest of the principle of home rule, and in the interest of greater

citizen participation; - as well as to eliminate the evils of special legislation on a
state level,

Centralization of governmental power is feared by many, Yet generally the only
time a larger governmental unit takes over a function of a smaller unit is when the
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latter fails to carry out iis responsibility. If we want to keep government close to

the people, we must make sure that local governments have more responsibility and
authority. ‘

3s The basic principle of democracy = equality of representation = is not insur
by our constitution. A sound reapportionment provision should be made automatic and
mandatory, When we fail to give each citizen an equal voice in his government we are
denying the equality on which our government is based,

"The League of Women Voters has done more for constitutional revision thany any
other group," Governor Freeman stated, "and I wish you every success. Political
leaders should exert greater effort to secure revision, It is not enough for such
leaders to say that 'when the people want change enough, they will get it.! It is
rather the responsibility of leadership to take to the people the facts, and to help
bring sbout the understanding, to which the people are entitled,"

"Tet only those who are willing to drive in a horse and buggy say of our consti-
tution that what was good enough for my ancestors is good enough for me," Ereceman
declared, "Let only those who are willing to be counted as denying democracy say that
the people cannot be trusted to consider the basic law under which they shall live,
Let us face the great changes of the present and the great promise of the future with
a constitution geared to the needs of modern government, designed to meet effectively
the needs of the people of Minnesota,"




Minnesota Citizens Constitutional Committee Releaset

Issued by League of Women Voters of Minnesota Tuesday, May 22, and
15th and Washington Aves. S.E., Mpls, 1k thereafter

at the request of the Committes

Committee Organized Statewide, Plans Action

The Minnesota Citizens Constitutional Committee set up last October has now
been organized statewide with a board of directors composed of two members from
each Congressional district in Minnesota and several directors at~large, besides
the officers, The Committee already had included representatives of both political
parties and of widely diversified citizen interests,

Action announced by the new board will be "to disseminate information about
the Minnesota Constitution and the need for constitutional revision, and to support
legislation submitting to the people of Minnesota the question of calling a con-
stitutional convention to revise the constitution," The board emphasized the belief
of the Committee that "the Minnesota Constitution can and must now be improved to
achieve economical, efficient and responsible representative state government.'

Directors, by Congressional districts, are:

District 1 - Mrs, Malcolm Hargraves, Rochester,; Albert Marshall, Red Wing.
District 2 = Mrs, Robert B, Ridder, 17LL Dodd road, St. Pauly one vacancy to be
filled, District 3 - Kingsley Holman, 9622 Lyndale Avenue S., Bloomington, and
John Mooty, 6013 Ewing Avenue S,, Edina, District I} - Mrs, Roger B, Shepard, Jr.,
952 Summit Avenue, St. Pauly Roger B, Page, 1535 Branston Street, St. Peul,
District 5 - Miss Celia Logan, 611 E, Sixteenth Street, Minneapolis; P. Kenneth

Peterson, 2617 W. Twenty-eighth Street, Minneapolis. District 6 - 0. J. Jerde,

St. Cloud; William B, Pearson, Ogilvie., District 7 = John A, Lundquist, Willmar;

Mrs. Reuben Brustuen, Appleton, District 8 - Emil Erickson, Virginia; Mrs. C.L.
Edson, 2121 Vermillion Road, Duluth, District 9 - Mrs. Floyd McDunn, Pelican
Rapids; Joseph Kise, Moorhead,

At large - Miss Florine LeClair, 1005 Portland Avenue, Minneapollsy Mrs. Ellis
Peilen, 2901 Ewing Avenue S,, lMinneapolis; James Olson, 56L1 First Avenue 8.,
Minneapolis; Miss Joyce Voeks, 201l Second Avenue S., linneapolis; Mrs, Ralph
Norgaard, 30L9 E. Calhoun Boulevard, Minneapolis; Miss Barbara Stuhler, 134 Warwick
Street, S.E., Minneapolis; two vacancies to be filled,

An additional vice chairmanship and the post of assistant treasurer have becn
created., Two resignations have been received, Named to these four vacant offices
are Mr, Page and Mr, Jerde, vice chairmen; Miss Logan, treasurer; Mr. Olson,

assistant treasurer,

# it
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Presented by Senator Elmer L. Andersen at the
BIENNIAL COUNCIL MEETING
IEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
Leamington Hotel, Minneapolis
May 18, 1956

"How The State Constitution Hampers the Iegislature"

When a constitutional convention is held in Minnesota, to revise our Constitu-
tion, a great deal of credit for that development will be due the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota. No other organization in the state has considered the issues
so carefully, carried on public education so consistently, and worked so effectively
toward public consciousness of improvements in our govermment that can come from
constitutional revision., Fundamental governmental changes do not come easily nor
frequently, and I believe we would agree that it is best that they don'!t. In this
case it seems there is an undue delay in achieving the advantages that would come
from constitutional revision by convention and some may get discouraged at the
relatively slow progress. My appeal to the League of Women Voters would be that
you keep this important item on your agenda, that you recognize that any failure,
any setw~back is simply a part of the educational process and that only by consistemt
effort over a long time can accemplichment be achieved,

As a background for remerks on how the state constitution hampers the legisla-
ture, I would first like to refer to a comment of W. Brook Graves, Senior Specialist
in American Government in the legislative Reference Service of the Library of Con=
gress., He said: "Onels estimete of the urgency of the need for constitutional
revision depends, it may be supposed, upon onets view of the importance of the
states in the American system of govermment, If he believes that the states are of
small concern and that the federal government ought to do everything, then of course,
revision of the state constitutions is unnecessary. The longer some of them remain
in their preseant form, the easier it will be to further undermine the powers of the
states in question, and the more difficult it will be for them to function effectively
in a modern world. If, on the other hand, one believes that the states have a job
to do and that they ought to do it, then revision of the constitutions of many states
becomes not only highly desirable but urgently necessary."

It is my conviction that Minnesota government would be improved if a constitu=
tional convention were to be called, obsolete material removed from the constitution,
the document shortened and simplified to a statement of principles, a framework of
government, a delegation of power« My observation would indicate that substantial
improvements could be made in the executive branch of the government, in the legis=-
lative and in the judicial. This would lead to the state more easily meeting its
responsibilities and retarding the demands for centralization of government, author=-
ity and responsibility at the federal level, I am more interested in state respon-
sibility than I am in sbate'!s rights. For too long state!s rights seemed to mean
the right of a state to keep a problem at home and do nothing about it. To perform
the functions of state government we need effective gorernmental procedures. These
we lack at the present time.

As further background, we should understand, of course, that the problem is
not peculiar to Minnesota. In a recent analysis by the National Municipal League,
some observations were made on state constitutions in general, It is interesting
to note how applicable they are to our own situation. The National Municipal League
listed several fatal weaknesses common to most state constitutions today:
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A disintegrated executive branch unable to provide responsible administra~
tion.

Complicated court systems manned by judges elected or appointed on terms
which militate against the independence of traditional Anglo Saxon justice
and against the efficiency and administration required for the satisfactory
performance of modern judicial business.

Bicameral legislatures almost impervious to reapportionment to meet shifts
in population,

Limitations on legislative power which have so hog tied state governments
that the people are forced to turn to Washington for prompt and effective
action on matters which should be handled locally.

Detailed provisions concerning county and other local governments which
have seriously impecded the modern movement for home rule.

Inclusion in state constitutions of a mass of statutory detail whieh results
in the entrenchment of more and more vested interests and a blurring of the
distinction between constituiional and stetute law which has eonfused the
public and stymied healthy progress in law and government.,

A long and indigestible ballot for the election of numerous state, county
and local officers including judges which gives the voter an impossible
and therefore disheartvening task, This is a principal cause of public
apathy,

8. Fantastic provisions for amendment and revision which in some cases have
praotically deprived the people of access to tneir basic law.

The National Municipal League goes ont "This is an appalling indictment," One
might reasonsbly ask, "How has our system survived?" The answer, already given,
is that it could not have survived except by virtue of the federal government
and at the expense of an unheelthy tendency to rely more and more upon Washing=
ton to compensate for failures at the State Capitol and City Hall,

Every one of the generalized indictments of state constitutions over the nation
have application to the state of IMinnesota and its constitution. Now we will turn
to some of the specific provisions in our present constitution which hamper our
state legislature.

The legislative department of our state govermnment is provided for in Article
IV of our constitution, Section 1, of 36 sections, provides for the length of the
session and for the time of meeting. We have a constizutional limitation of 90
days on our legislative session, There is simply no way to extend the length of the
session without constitutvional revision., Thus we have become calloused to the dis=
appointing procedure of stopping the clock, or covering the clock to use up the time
provided for the Governor to sign bills which leads to rushing measures to him at
the very last moment. If 90 days is an adequate lengtir of session now, it certeinly
was excessive 100 years ago. What is neerar to the trath, is that a 90 day session
is simply too short a time to accompliish *the immense burden of work that faces each
legislative session, One solution would be to provide the legislature with authority
to extend its own session by joint resolution, another would be to simply provide
for a longer session, another would be to remove the limitation on the session. In
proposing constitutional revision by convention it is not necessary to suzgest nor




S

argue for a particular solution, The issue is simply, are the needs for revision
so general and fundamental that a convention should be called to work out the
solution.

In fact the issue is much simpler than that, Right now, it is simply the issus
of whether or not the people should have an opportunity to vote on the question of
whether or not they want a convention called,

As you have in mind, the procedure is that the legislature parses a:resadlutdnn
by a two-thirds vote submitting the question to the people. If a majority of the
people indicate that they wish a constitutional convention to be called then it
becomes the duty of the legislature to set up the mechanics, Delegates to the con=
stitutional convention would be elected from each of the present House legislative
districts, In other words there would be 131 delagates to the constitutional convention -
they would meet, organize, deliberate, draft a revised constitution and submit it
back to the people for their approval at a regular election, Under the amendment
adopted in 1954 it would require a 60% vote of those voting on the question to
approve the new constitution,

So we come back to the consideration, that a provision of the constitution
that is a fundamental handicap to the legislature is the rigid and arbitrary time
limit on the duration of the session.

Another serious restriction on the legislature is the provision for biennial
sessions only., It is becoming increasingly clear that particularly on matters
relating to taxes and appropriations that meeting but once every two years is not
often enough, Next winter we will be meeting in session to appropriate money for
the period July 1, 1957 to June 30, 1959, It is simply imposeible to know what
cost levels are going to be during that entire time, and to appropriate money judi=
ciously. The state of lMinnesota buys huge amounts of many kinds of materials and
services, Either we will appropriate too much or too little. If there could be an
annual session, with the additional session possibly being limited to fiscal matters,
we could do a more effective job. Furthermore the financial task of scrutinizing
all the budgets and making appropriations, considering all the possible revenue
sources and adjusting them equitebly, would be divided between two years rather than
piled up at one session every other year, At least, it seems a constitutional
convention could well give serious consideration to changes from the present situa-
tion which is a serious restriction on effective work of the legislature.

Section 2 and 23 of Article IV provide for the apportionment of the first
legislature and the reapportionment thereafter. Almost everyone in the state knows
that our state legislature has not been reapportioned for over LO years, We believe
in representative government and it is of course basic to representative government
that there be equitable representation. Constitutional revision by the convention
method has been impeded by concern in some parts of the state that reapportionment
on a strict population basis would result in concentration of control of the legis~
lature by representatives from the three heavily populated counties of Ramsey,
Hennepin and St. Louis, There can well be valid questions and objections to re=
epportionment of both houses on a strict population basis, The founders of our
federal framework of government recognize the possible inequities in a strioct popu=
lation representation in both houses of the Congress and provided for one, as we
well know, to be on population and the other on a state basis, two Senators from
each state, It is very possible that a constitutional convention could work out
some such method of representation in our state legislature,
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Here agaln, it is not necessary to further a particular plan of reapportionment,
it 1s simply sufficient to point out the absolute necessity that some consideration
be given %o reapportionment,

Notv only is our present procedure unrepresentative, but it is immoral in that
we are Ilagrantly and deliberately disobeying the state constitution. It provides
for reapportionment after each dicennial census. At a time when we, as a nation,
have world leadership thrust upon us, at a time when it is so necessary to inculcate
respect for our way of life in our young people, it seems to me most unfortunate
that we should be in the position of having a state constitution that we elther
cannot obey or will not obey, There is a moral issue involved in the matter of
reapportionment that to me is of primary importance,

It should be pointed out to those who fear what a constitutional convention
would do about reapportionment, that the delegates to thaet constitutional convention
would come from the 131 present house districts., Thus there could be adequate
consideration for the interest of all groups in the state with no possibility of the
heavily populated counties insisting upon what, to others, might seem an inequitable
reapportiomment.,

Section 9 of Article IV contains restrictions that are not generally known and
that I believe are obsolete and unnecessary, They are restrictions on members of
the legislature holding other office. One restriction prohibits any member of the
legislature serving in an office, the emoluments of which have been changed by the
legislature, for one year after the end of his legislative term, As an example of
the workings of this restriction last session the legislature adjusted its own
compensation which automatically changed the compensation of the Lieutenant Governor,
As a result no member of the House can run for Lisutenant Governor at this year!s
election, The effect on the Senate is more extended, our terms do not expire until
the end of 1958 so no member of the Senate ean run for Lieutenant Governor until
1960, This would seem to be an unwarranted restriction on using members of the
legislature for other positions in state government, and the people of the state
benefiting by their experience as state legislators.

The second restriction, prohibits any member of the legislature serving in any
other office during the term for which he is elected. In other words, even if he
were to resign from the legislature he would still not be eligible for any other
office, Thus, state senators elected for a four year term are not available to
seek any other elective position during the middle of their four year term, even if
they are prepared to resign. This also seems to be an unwarranted and harsh restricw

tion.

It might be recalled, that originally the legislature was small and it might be
possible for a member to maneuver the salary of some position to a point that would
set 1t up for him, so to speak, Also, in the early days our state legislature
selected United States Senators and it might have been possible for a legislator to
seek to be chosen United States Senator and the restrictions were put in to obviate
that possibility, They do not seem to serve a useful purpose any longer but are
restrictions on recruiting experienced and competent public servants to other posi-
tions.

One of the most serious defects in our state constitution as affecting the
legislature, relates to home rule of cities, other municipalities and counties.
The constitution clearly provides that there shall be no special legislation. Yet
the constitution is weak in setting up sufficient authority for home rule., Thus
we have developed the situation of have innumerable bills every session, skillfully
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8rafted to pretend tc be general bills, but so worded that they apply to only one
county, only one school district, or whatever the sub-division of government the
bill seeks to reach, These bills get very little scrutiny by all the members of
the legislature, they are passed by common consent as a courtesy to the representa-
tive of the perticular district involved, This is not always good legislation, it
is in direct violation of the intent of the constitution, and hampers the work of
the legislature by clogging the agenda with many such measures,

This is a complicated and difficult situation to meet and one that could best
be considered by a constitutional convention deliberately analyzing the present
provisions of the constitution, why they have failed, considering what other states
have done to develop more effective home rule provisionsy and carefully draft a
revised provision in this field,

Section 10 of Article IV relating to the legislature provides that revenue bills
shall originate in the lower house of the legislature. This of epurse is a direct
descendant of provisions in the English Parliament. Probably it is necessary there
because the lower house is elected by the people and the upper house, of course,
can not be reached by the voting citizens. No such situation prevails in Minnesota
yet we have this archaic restriction that revenue bills must originate in the House
of Representatives, This puts the Senate in a position of only being able to con=
gsider the proposals that come over from the House, The result of this situation is
that the House bills go into conference and instead of revenue bills having the
coneideration and deliberation of the entire Senate they are placed in the hands of
five Senate conferees who represent or have the power of representing the entire
Senate in conference where the final bill is put together, It is true that the
results of the conference come before the Senate for their approval but by the time
they do it is so late in the session that members of the Senate frequently have no
opportunity to see a copy of the revenue measure, have no time at all to study it,
and simply vote blindly to approve the conference report as by that time the only
solution of the revenue problem, This is clearly an intolerable situation.,

Another restriction on the legislature by the constitution, in the area of
fiscal affairs, relates to the dedication of funds, First of all, differentiation
should be made between trust funds and dedicated revenue funds, The trust funds
were set up and implemented over the years to protect for fubure generations some
benefit from revenues derived from the depletion of natural resources or the sale
of public lands, I believe that was a sound principle when originated and I believe
it is still a sound principle and should not be changed,

However, because of dedicated revenue funds the legislature finds itself in
control of only sbout 28% of the state!s revenues the balance being dedicated to
specific purposes. This of course is restrictive and hampering. I believe that a
constitutional convention could give consideration to this whole question to review
the advantages of dedication, and there are some, but also to review the disadvante
ages, I have not been willing to go along with the undedication of school funds
while permitting the dedication of funds for the benefit of highways, and game and
fish, I would surely be willing to review the whole subject of dedicated funds if
they could all be considered at one time, The only way that that can be done in a
realistic, practical and deliberative way would be in a constitutional convention,
There is no question, by any student of the situation, that the present fiscal
restrictions in our constitution hamper the work of the legislature. Therefore,
there should be no question but that those provisions in the constitution should be
reviewed for possible change,
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Section 32 of Article IV relates to railroad taxation and provides a constitue
tional protection for taxation of railroad property that is unique to our state, and
unique in our own state to this industry., It would take a constitutional amendment
to change our method of taxing railroad property and furthermore it would take a
referendum of the change to the people, This seems unjustified at the present time
and an unwarranted restriction upon the legislature in considering equitable taxa-
tion for the railroad industry,

There are a number of other provisions in the article relating to the legislature
that actually do not hamper the work of the legislature but are obsolete provisions
that tend to clutter up the constitution and confuse the people., For example,
Section 28 of Article IV provides that the legislature shall not grant divorces.,

What a weird provision to have in the constitution considering present day practice.
The fact is, however, that in the earliest days of our government, during territorial
days, only the territorial assembly could grant a divorce, So, in drafting the
constitution it was considered necessary to put this section in to indicate the
change in policy., It serves no further purpose., Section 26 provides for the leg=-
islature!s selection of United States Senators, which of course has long since been
changed by federal enactment. Section 2L provides for staggered terms by state
Senators, which might be a good ldea, but it isnit being followed at the present

time and is confusing to any student of cur state constitution, One could go on with
many more of the 36 sections that serve no further purpose,

You will recall, of course, the origin of our constitution in the original
conventlon that was split and held two separate conventions and how finally a
conference committee of five from each of the conventions had to put a constitution
together so that Minnesota could become a state, Recognizing that some hasty work
was done in the convention clear provision was made in it for calling a constitu=-
tional convention for its reconsideration. As is fundamental in our national
government so in our state government the power rests in the people, At least,
that was the intention. The constitution provides that the legislature, when it
felt it necessary, could submit the question of calling a constitutional convention
to the people. If the people vote their approval then the convention would be held,
I have come to feel, in the face of the obvious need for revision, that it is
absolutely untenable for the legislature to refuse to let the people have an
opportunity to vote on whether or not they want a constitutional convention, We
have just reviewed some of the restrictions in the constitution as relating to the
proper functioning of the legislature., Even in this branch of the government it
would seem to me that the evidence is overwhelming as favoring the need for revision,
You have heard the Governor discuss the difficulties the executive branch has be-
cause of the obsolescence and strange provisions in our state constitution,

Surely the time has come when the people should be given an opportunity to vote
on it, It seemed to me that their adoption of the amendment in 195 was something
of a mandate to the legislature that the revision procedure should be continued,

To me it is incumbent upon the 1957 session of the legislature to pass the resolution
that will present the question to the people., There is no Justification for further
delay. The procedure will be very deliberate in organiging and carrying on the

work of the constitutional convention and the people will have an opportunity to
approve or reject the work of that constitutional convention,

Again may I say that I congratulate the Minnesota League of Women Voters on the
fine work you are doing, I recognize that most of what I have said today is simply
a review of facts that are well known to you. I hope it serves some purpose in
reaching a larger audience to awaken the general public to the opportunities that
are ours if we will but use them, The next legislature will vote to submit the
question to the people if enpugh people indicate their interest at elsction time and
during the sesaion of the.legislature,




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
84 SOUTH TENTH STREET, ROOM 406
MINNEAPOLIS 3, MINNESOTA
Atlantic 0941

NEW ADDRESS: Washington and 15th Ave,, S.E.
Minneapolis 1L, Minnesota

May 23, 1956
Dear Legislator:
Governor Freeman has declared May 25 Minnesota Constitution Day.

Just 100 years ago Territorial Governor Gorman signed into law a bill
to call a Constituiional Convention, This is the only Convention we have
ever had in Minnesota,

These first framers of our government provided that the people of
Minnescta should have the power through their legislature to call a Con-
stitutional Convention whenever they felt the need, One hundred years
later, there is that need.,

The tremendous growth in government services and in population has
resulted in the state government becoming one of the largest spending
operations in the state, We feel it is time for us to examine our funda-
mental instrument of government with the idea that a simple, flexible and
timeless constitution might be the answer to meeting more adequately the
present needs of the people,

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota is therefore working for re-
vision of our state constitution through the convention method,

In recognition of Minnesota Constitution Day, we are sending you a
small "Price Tag" which we are distributing all over the state to sell the
people on the idea that they deserve a better constitution, These tags
also have state-wide coverage through the media of radio, television pro-
grams and newspaper releases,

From time to time we will send you further material that you might
find useful in promoting the convention method of constitutional revision
in your district,

We hope you will wear your "Price Tag" on Constitution Day, and help pub-
licize the need for community understanding of our basic law,

Sincerely,

Mrs, Basil Young
President

AQ,A%ﬂpLZ:4€;AQ

Mrs. Donald Guthrie
Legislative Chairman
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STATE OF MINNESOTA

EXECUTIVE OFFICE
SAINT PAUL

ORVILLE L. FREEMAN
GOVERNOR




Release May 22, or thereafter
REPCRT TO THE PEOPLE
by
GOVERNOR ORVILLE L, FREEMAN

May 25th has been designated Minnesota Constitution Day, The Minnesota League
of Women Voters and other groups interested in good government are making an especial
effort to bring to the attention of the people of our state certain basiec facts about
our state constitution,

Nearly a Century

Our lMinnesota state constitution is nearly a hundred years old. It was framed
during the heated days that just preceded the civil war. Two conventions went to work
to draft a constitution, each claiming to be the proper, official body, But when they
learned that their disagreement might result in a failure in the attempt to secure
Hinnesota's admission as a state, = something they both wanted, = they decided to
compromise,

Each convention selected a committee of fives The ten men worked together, for
about ten days, and composed the draft that became our constitution., Each convention,
then, separately adopted a copy of that draft, == so that regardless of which one
might be the officially proper body, the constitution and statehood would be secure.

Changes Since 1857

lMany state constitutions provide for an automatic consideration, every 10 or 20
years, of whether the constitution should be revised, Ours contain no such provision,
It has been amended 79 times, but even with these amendments it has failed to keep up
with the rapidly changing needs of modern society,

Now so many parts of it have become obsolete, contradictory, and inadequate to
meet government needs, that most of those who have studied it believe it needs a
complete revision that can be secured best by a constitutional convention, Both
political parties are agreed on this need,

Such a revision would, of course, keep our great bill of rights, and the basic
provisions for sound, democratic government. But it could eliminate those defects
which seriously hamper our government today.

Constitutional Commission

In 1947 the legislature provided for a Constitutional Commission to study and
make recommendations. After comprehensive and serious study, this Commission recome
mended a revised constitution which was incorporated in its report., Its recommen=
dations includel many necessary and important changes, But the report was pigeonholed,

The People Vote in 1954

In the 1954 election the voters were given an opportunity to express their
opinion by voting on an amendment which makes it easier to have a constitutional con=
vention, and which provides that a constitution so drafted should later be submitted
to the people., When the people accepted this amendment in 1954 it indieated that they
believed a constitutional convention would be a good thing,

Defeat by State Senate

But the state senate, in 1955, defeated a bill which would have allowed the
people to vote directly on whether to have such a constitutional convention, This was
a serious set~back to progress toward better government, The defeat was apparently
brought about by pressure from a few small minorities who have vested interests under
the present constitution which they fear they might lose, and by a conviction expressed
by some members that the people cannot be trusted to consider the basic law under
which they shall live,

Public Understanding

Public opinion was apparently not sufficiently aroused on this issue to overcome
the pressure of such minority interests, and such undemocratic opinions. The need for
better public understanding is the reason why the League of Women Voters is leading
its campaign for constitutional revision, In this the League is adding another value
able public service to the many it has already performed.

I believe that it is a part of my responsibility as governor to do my best to
help to give such information to the people; and I hope to present more in a sub=
sequent column, DMeanwhile, in considering the queation, let only those who are
willing to drive in a horse and buggy say of our constitution that "what was good
enough for my ancestors is good enough for me"; and let only those who admit denying
the principle of democracy say that people cannot be trusted to consider the basie
law of our state,

=30
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
University of Minnesota,(TSMc), 15th & Washington Avenue S.E:, Minneapolis 1k, Minn,
FEderal 8-8791
INFORMATIONAL CAMPAIGN FOR LEGISLATORS
Between now and January is the best time %o get to kmow your legislator and to
lobby in person. As a lobbyist you render a service to legislators. You supply
hin with needed information and you let him know his constitutents' opinion. A%
the same time you put the League on record in hopes of influencing the legislator's
vote and you make friends for the league,
Your contacts with legislatcrs may be as varied as your League wishes to make
them, You may send letters, make personal cells, invite him to your meeting to
tell you how other people in the community feel about constitutional revision,

Below are some suggestions for these contacts,

Pre-~Primary Contact

Send a
l, A friendly letter to incumbent legislators.
2. Congratulstory letter to new candidates on filing, Try %o get a letter off
%0 each candidate as soon as possible after the filings close on July 23,
For both types of letters see samples attached, Please personalize these letters
according to your loczl situation.

Of fer material

After the primary, the state office is mailing directly to all senators and

representative candidates this kit of materials!

The State You're In (May, 1956)

Kit on Continuing Responsibilities

Suggest a personal interview

Give him additional information on constitutional revision. Do mot ask him to
take o stand on constitutional revision at this time, Assume that when he knows

all the facts he naturally will be for it,




SENATORS VOTE ON CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION BILL 1955

We suggest that the Leagues with "no! votes give special attention to promoting a
Constitutional Convention in their district and to influencing their senators'vote.
o suggest that the Leagues with "yes" votes congratulate their senatdrs and ask
that they help.creéate understanding of this important issue in their community,

Where there is more than one League in a district, we suggest that the Leagues get
together and try a joint promotional project in their district.

Constitutional Convention EBill
Senate votes: 40 no 27 yes

27 no votes in districts where we have Leagues,
13 no votes in districts where we do not have a League.

18 yes votes in districts where we have a League,
9 yes votes in districts where we do not have a lLeague,

No

L
5

7
10
11

13

14
17
19
2L
27
30
31
33
34
36

Rochester
Austin
Kasson

Wells
Jackson
Worthington
Granite Falls
Tracy

Wew Ulm

New Praguse
Red Wing
Granite Falls
Buffalo

Minneapolis
" H

f il
n i

Bloomington
Deephaven
Edina
Excelsior
Hopkins
Mound
Richfield
St. Louis Park
Wayzata
Golden Valley
Ste Paul

i 1
5t. Cloud
Alexandria
Moorhead
Cass Lake
Brainerd

Duluth
v

n "

Bemidji

TES

16

20

22
23
28
29
32
35
37
Lo
41

L2

New Richland
Owatonna
Waseca

South St, Paul
West St, Paul
Hutchinson
Olivia

Minneapolis
] n

St, Paul

n n
n i

North St, Paul

White Bear Township

St. Paul

Arden Hills
Falcon Heights
Roseville
Afton-Lakeland
Birchwood
Mahtomedi
Anolks

Oircle Pines
Columbia Heights
Battle Lake
Fergus Falls
Hibbing
Virginia

Park Rapids




SAMPLE LETTER TO SENATORS

(The state senators serve until 1958, They will not run for re-election this fall,)

Dear Senator :

We take this opportunity to tell you that the League of Women Voters of
Minnesota supports the following program:
Revision of the State Constitution of the State of Minnesota

We feel this can be best accomplished by the calling of a
Constitutional Convention,

Reapportionment
Fair Employment Practices Commisision
Party Designaticn for Legisiators
Civil Service Syztem
Since these are all important issues in Mirnesots government, our state office
WAL mail you information on them, We hope it will be of value to you.
(£2r proponsnts)

el D

We are very pleased that you voted for the Constiftutional Convention Bill last

legislative session, We hope you will do so again, We also invite you to join us

in our campaign to secure better understanding of this issue in our community,
(for coponents)

We kmow that in the past you have had reservaticns concerning constitutional
revision; however, we are hopeful that in the last two years you have found some

merit in this proposal,

Sincerely,




SAMPLE LETTER TO BE SENT TO ALL NEW CANDIDATES FILING FOR THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Dear Mr. :

Congratnulations on your filing for the office of representative from the

legislative district, Ve need qualified citizens in public

office and we appreciate the sacrifices in time, effort and money you will make
during your cempaign,
We take this opportunity to tell you that the League of Women Voters of
Minnesotse supports the following program:
Revision of the Constitution of the State of Minnesota

We feel this can be best accomplished by the calling of a
Constitutional Convention,

Reapportionment
Fair Employment Practices Commission
Party Designation for Legislators
Civil Service System
Since these arée all important issues in Minnesota government, we offer you
informational material on them, We hope it will be of value to you.

Sincerely,

(The letter to incumbent legislators can be the same, except for the last

paragrapvh, You can also say that material on these issues will be mailed to

them by the state office.)
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League of Women Voters of Minnesota
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June, 1956 - 2¢

LEGISLATIVE AND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF LOCAL LEAGUES IN MINWESOTA

LEGISIATIVE

Rochester

g Austin
Kasson

7 Vells

10 Jackson

1Y Worthington

13 Granite Falls
Tracy

1L New Ulnm

16 New Richland
Owatonna
Waseca

17 New Prague

19 Red Wing

20 South St. Paul

20 West St, Paul

22 Hutchinson

23 Olivia

2l Granite Falls

27 Buffalo
Minneapolis

368 Bloomington
Deephaven
Edina
Excelsior
Hopkins
Mound
Richfield
St. Louis Park
Wayzata
Golden Valley
St. Paul
North St. Paul
White Dear Township
Arden Hills
Falcon Heights
Roseville
Afton=Lakeland
Birchwood
IMahtomedi
Anoka
Circle Pines
Columbia Heights
St. Cloud
Alexandria
Moorhead
Battle Lake
Fergus Falls
Cass Lake
Brainerd
Duluth

60 Hibbing

61 Virginia

62 Bemidji

63 Park Rapids

CONGRESSIONAL

3 Austin
Kasson
New Richland
Cwatonna
Red Wing
Rochester
Waseca
Hutchinson
Jackson
New Prague
New Ulm
South St. Paul
Wells
West St, Paul#
Afton=Lakeland
Anoka
Birchwood
Bloomington
Circle Pines
Columbia Heights
Deephaven
Edina
Excelsior
Golden Valley
Hopkins
lahtomedi
Minneapolis
Mound
Richfield
St. Louls Park
Wayzata
Arden Hills
Falcon Heights
North St. Paul
Roseville
St. Paul

White Bear Township

Minneapolis
Brainerd
Buffalo

Cass Lake
Park Rapids
St. Cloud
Alexandria
Granite Falls
Olivia
Tracy

Wor thington
Duluth
Hibbing
Virginiai
Battle Lake
Bemidji
Fergus Falls
Moorhead

223 legis.Dist.with no Leagues - 1,2,3,6,8,9,12,15,18,21,25,26,L6,L8,L49,51,54,55,56,
11,65 66,674
there,are Sﬁ local, and provisonal Leagues in illinnesota with 5100 memberss +# Provisional
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Keep 1 , Amend~
Mimmesota : § ments

Call A ;
Constitutional £ Women
Convention Voters
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Memo to: Local League Presidents
From: Mrs, Gordon Grunditz
Re: "Burma Shave" type signs on Constitutional Convention,

We need more orders for "Burma Shave" type signs advertising constitutional
convention, and feel that only if we have coverage over most of the state
will this type of display be effective, Would you again consider the
possibility of using the signs in your community and let us know what

you decide? The signs will be available for delivery around July 10,

The cost far each set of six signs is $3.30, not $2.6L as we hoped (see
President letter of May 31). They are made of mosonite board and are
twelve by eighteen inches, Fach League is furnishing its own mountings,
and we have found that old lumber can be purchased at lumber companies
for a minimum amount,

The slogan to be used on the signs is being reviewed by an advertising
company, and we hope it will be satisfactory to all, Each League is
assuming responsibility for getting permission from its local government
for placement of the signs, and we have found excellent acceptance.

We appreciate your cooperation and hope you will see your way clear to
ordering the signs,




STATE. BOCARD REPORT

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

July, 1956

Guide for Loeal Board Plenning




This State Board Report contains & broad general outline of the work program
foresesn by the state Board of the Léague of Women Voters of Minnesota, It coverse
suggestions for work cn the Ourrent Agenda and Continuing Responsibilities as well
as suggestions in other fields of League work, It includes & Planning Calendar for
listing certain important dates, publications, and. local Lesgue activities, It
leaves spece for you to fill in your specific plans for work on all three levels of
League work, We have listed the publications on national Current Agenda as scheduled
in the May, 1955 Netional Board Report, Congult the National Board Revort for more
detailed information on the mational Current Agenda, Continuing Responsibilities,
national publication dates and bibliographies, Your local by-laws will provide you
with the information you need to make plamns for your own local Board responsibilities,

e recommend that you order sufficient copies of this Report for each of your
Board members, end that the following material also be included in the Board member's
filet

Netional Board Report dated May, 1956

Local League Handbook

National, State, and Local Current Agenda and Continuing Responsibilities
National, State, and Local By-lawe

National, State, and Local Budgets

National snd State Publications List

As far as we can see at this time, the material listed will be available at
the time set in the calendar, However, emergencles may arise, and you will be
notified of eny deley as soon as possible,

e hope that this Report will help in your planning for the year ashead, and
that it will serve to help you coordinate your sctivities on the local, state; and
national programs,

Minn, #9-7/56 - 25¢




OUTLOOK FOR WORK
CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION

Will the 1957 legislature pass & constitutional convention bill?

The answer to this question may well depend on what 5,000 members of the League
of Women Voters do in the next few months, Constitutional revision must have top
priority on all League fronts: member education, community education, legislative
effort.

Publications 1, New unit study material is ready for early fall use, The State

You're In is interesting, informative, and concise beyond anything
you've had, Every member should read and digest it - thoroughly. Your library,
school, community leaders should have or read it, {A longer version is also available
on a lending basis for your state agends resource committee,)

2, Shortly available - and really so special it deserves an unveiling - a pro-
fessionally written, very attractive, short, dramatic, popular story of Minnesota's

Constitution: Well, What D'You Enow -~ Minnesota Has A Constitution. Flood your
communities with it,

3. Now in preparation aret (a) a brochure which will attract support of the
business community; (b) a September-October Yoter article answering the chief argu-
ments we are encountering, with special emphasis on why amendments won't do; (c¢) local
stories about the part your county played in the convention of 1857 (we hope your
local paper will run these on October 13 -~ the day the constitution was ratified),

* Buildingz Public Let's begin, not with the intricacies of our constitutional needs,
Opinion but by repeating and repeating these simple facts:
' . In America, the citizen is constitution-maker, Whether we need
. a new constitution and what it should contain is a citizen job, not

e legislative one,

.We are living up to full responsibilities as citizens only when we
know what our constitution 1s like and what improvements it needs,
+Getting a new constitution is a long process, At present, we are
asking our legislators to start the ball rolling by passing a bill
in 1957 that will let us decide in 1958 whether or not we want a
convention to consider a new constitution.

+Our present constitution was framed in such haste, bitter partisan
feeling, legal irregularity, and fraud that we cannot be proud of
how it was produced nor what it contains,

How will you inform your communities? Here are some ways; you'll
think of others, i

+By circulating copies of The Stats You're In and the popular tool

as described above,
«By talking to everyone you mest, from the millman to Aunt Florebelle,
+By speeches, speeches, speeches, Contact (now) every club in your
area esking for 10 minutes or so. (We!ll send you & basic talk

with color and interest for fall use,)
+By newspaper articles,
+By radio talks, (We have one script and will have others,)

+By a booth at your county fair.

«By using the ingenious devices Public Relations has prepared for you!
price tags, road signs, and broadsides,

+By writing letters to the Twin Oity papers (from outstate - please-
they mean so much more).

+By working with organizations represented on the Minnesota Citizens

Constitutional Committes,
-1
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Legislative Success in this final phase will depend on how well the above steps
Effort are carried out, As to lobbying, remember:!
.You can best lobby your legislators at home, now, when he has tiue to
read and listen,
+During the session the best lobbying is done not by League lobby-
ists at the Capitol, but by letters and visits from constituents,
This means you and the people you are now contacting,

What better present for Minnesota's hundredth birthday than a
Conatitutional Convention bill?t. .

OUTLOOK TOR NORK

CONTINUING RESPONSIBILITIES

The outlook for successful legislation on the continuing responsibilities is
more encouraging because we gather & "little more support" each session, Progress
is steady but slow,

The most common complaint that we hear at the legislature is "nobody but the
Lesgue wants this", The groups who are protected by status quo legislation are
always on hand to protect themselvesbutw have often failed to get support from other
‘groups and other citizens, All too often only the League is on hand %to speak for the
public, Other citizen interest must be felt by the legislator,

Reapportionment Passage by the House of the Bergerud Bill marks the firet time

in 42 years that a reapportionment measure has passed either house
of the legislature. The League of Women Voters deserves much of the credit for the
progress mads,

We are quite certain that the Bergerud RBill will be introduced again next session
and in substantially the ssme form, We hope that local Leagues through their contacts
with their state senators can galn understanding and support for reapportionment in
that body of the legislature, lLegislators are showing signs of realizing that they
nust come to grips with this important problem that they have long ignored, The
League will support an area~population compromise such as the Bergerud Bill again
this session, We feel 1%t will be acceptable tc the majority of Minnesotans,

Party The ldea that a candidate is more responsive to the people if he
Designation for upholds the promises of his political party is becoming more
Legislators prevalent, The success of party designation for legislators will

depend mostly on support from the political parties themselves, but
" League people can accomplish much by providing party leaders with information on this
issue, )

The Fair The Fair Employment Practices Commission began functioning September
Employment 20, 1955, Since that time only six complaints have been submitted.
Practices Employers complied with the commission's orders in two cases. Two
Commission others were dismissed. The fifth faces possible hearing. The sixth

is still being investigated., All of these cases involve the Twin
Cities suburbs, FEPC Commissions in St. Paul, Minneapolls, and Duluth still handle
complaints in the citiles.,

The Commission is organizing citizen committees in other communities to be its
"eyes and ears", They will be called Committees on Humen Righte and Fair Imployment
Practices, Their functions will be to call attention to and to help solve the
problems in the communities., Twelvo such committees are in the process of being

=2 -




JUL 5 1956

July, 1956

Memo: To Locel leogue Presidents ond Constitutional Revision Chairmen in
From: State Constitutional Revision Choirmen
Re: Locel Historicel Project on Constitutional Convention

The Constitutional Revision Committee hos & sunmer end fell project for youl Would
your community be interested in a telling of the Convention Story from g local cngle?
Whot wos your community like in 1857? Vho were delegotes? UWhet kind of men were
they? Whot did they contribute to the convention? The more our comnunities under—
stand the conditions under which our constitution was written ond accepted, the less
respect they should heve for it, (And the greoter interest, we would hope, in re-
plecing 1td

This is the way we would work together on the plon:

1. Below ore the nomes of your delegetes to the Convention,

Could you enlist the aid of your county historical society in finding out something
agbout them? (If the society is not in your town, perheps it could be done by meil,
or send us & csll for help and we'll do whot we can ot the State society,)

2, 'hat were your county and city like in 1857 (population, businesses, political
activity, any local color), Can you find any newspopers for 18577 If so, you're
made - but they're not too meny around,

3, Reed the new Ieogue moteriol, "The State You're In" - digesting especially Chap-
ter 2, We heve a story to tell no other state con match, we should moke the most
of it,

In the meantime, the stote resource committee will be combing the debates of the
conventions, They will send you, later in the summer, moterizl on whot your delegete
did and said in St. Poul, On August 29 (the day the constitution was signed) we're
hoping the Red {ing paper will publish their loccl story, You'll get a copy — to
use for & model, Most of the details will be applicable to all communities,

In the early fell, armed with what you've found out, and with the Red Wing story,
talk to your own editor obout & story for October 13, (This wes the duy the voters
accepted the constitution.)

Good luck! We think you'll find this fun,
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OFFICERS
DONALD A. HOLMES, Chairma

Minr

BOARD OF DIRECTORS Dear Friend:

First Congressional District

" M HAR Roch Sometime ago you indicated an active interest in being

i i a member of Minnesota Citizens Constitutional Committee and
in taking a part in its program to accomplish & revision of
our State Constitution,

Third Congressional District
K N, Bioomington

During the last several months, much progress has been
made in perfecting organizational matters on a state-wide
basis and the Committee is now on the threshold of initiat-
ing its activities,

Fifth Co:lgressionlul\ .D.is‘r.]d
Already kmowing your desire to be of help, we are

enclosing a slip on which you may indicate your preference
for essignment to Committees which have been activated.

ssional D We appreciate your interest and will look forward to
ML ERICKSON. Virgina receiving your slip at your earliest convenience.

EMIL ERICKSON, Vir

Sincerely yours,

Donald A. Holmes
Chairman

v

Barbare Stuhler
Assistant Secretary

Return slips to!
Miss Barbara Stuhler

134 Warwick Street S.Bs
Minneapolis, Minnesota
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Finance
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1/ Very Humorous Story" by Phillip Gelb

ANNOUNCER:

MUSICs
DEEP VOICEs
MUSIC:

SOUTHERNER

ANNOUNCERS

SOUND 3

MRS, BROWN3
POLLWORKER$
MRS, BROWN3
POLLWORKER
MRS, BROWNg
POLLWORKER
MRS, BROWN:

POLIWORKERS

MRS, BROWN}

In the public interest, convenience and necesgity, this radio station in
cooperation with the Minnesota League of Women Voters presents ==

A FEW STRONG CHORDS

A Very Humorous Story."

LAUGHING-LIKE (PERHAPS FANTASTIC TOYSHOP)..,UP AND OUT

The United States of America is just that -~ a unity of States, The
State is a separate and individual entity, and the laws of each state
must be respected, We say that each citizen of this nation reflects the
meaning, the customs, and the necessity of his Statet!s laws and his
State!s Constitution,

Today, as one-fifth of the legislative representatives of all Americans
have signed a manifesto literally declaring a legal war on Federal
power and Federal prerogative, it behooves all of us to re-examine the
laws of our own state. What are some of the fundamental laws of
Minnesota? To what are we committed according to the Constitution of

our Statelssssliistenss.

(BACKGROUND) 4 +»A POLLING PLACE

I'm Mras, Robert Brown,

000507

I!m Mrs, Robert Brown..,I'd like a ballot,

What for?

What for{ I want to vote of course.

Sorryessthis isn!'t an election for library board or ==

What difference does that make?

Itts a law of the State of Minnesota. Women can vote only in elections
for school or library --

You must be out of your mind, Itve voted in every election ==
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POLIWORKER:

MUSIC:
MAN I:

SENATOR3

Madam} This is a copy of the Constitution for the State of Minnesota...

Here's Article seven, section one: "Every male person of the age of 21

years or upwards,,.shall be entitled to vote." And Section eight:

UWomen may vote for school officers and members of library boards"...and
that!s all} It!s in the State Constitutioni

IN STRONG,..INTO LAUGHING THEME,..s AND OUT

Congratulations, Senator, you swept the States.e.five to onel

Well, we politicians are always talking about a mandate from the peoplese.
I guess I really have got one this time.

The people of Minnesota wan® you in Washington, Senator...There!s no
doubt about that,

We might as well check and see when the next train leaves for Washington,
(FADE IN) I wouldn!t bother,,.The Senator is no Senator, and he'!s not
going to Washington,

Not goingl Way the people voted overwhelmingly ==

But the State legislature voted for somebody else.

What are you talking about?

Tt!s in the State Constitution.se.Article four, section twenty=-six:
ttMembers of the Senate of the United States from this state shall be
elected by the two houses of the legislature." That!s in the existing,
present Constitution of the State of Minnesota...the people dontt elect
Senators, The state legislature doess seeArticle four, section twenty-
gix|

TAUGHING THEME .e,UP AND OUT

Well, we finally got that appropriation through for some badly needed
schools and mental hospitels,.

(FADE IN) That!s what you think,.,.Those schools and hospitals were going

to be built through a new bond issue, right?
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IEG, It 0f course.

IEG, IIs Not in the State of Minnesotass.Article nine, section five of the State
Constitution: "For the purpose of defraying extraordinary expenditures,
the state may contract public debts, but such debts shall never in the
aggregate exceed $250,000,"
$250,0001
That!s right...and last year our state debt was over eighty milliont
Then we'!d better tear up our roads, tear down our parks, and get rid of
our fire, police, and sanitation systems., They're unconstitutional:

IEG, II Well, not exactly « « « & loophole was found.

MUSIC: UP STRONG., ¢ JDOWN, +  (BEHIND)

ANNOUNCERs Had enough? We told you,s.this is a very humorous story...It's just too
bad that it!'s true, In an article entitled "The Constitution of Minnesota"
in the Minnesota Law Review, Professor William Anderson wrotes..
ouT
As one looks over the constitution of the state today, he is impressed by
the fact that there are many provisions still printed in it which either
are not being enforced, many of which in the nature of things simple can-
not be enforced, or else are obsolete...The Minnesota Constitution has
been changed all-too-frequently be amendment, but the fundamental pro-
visions relating to organization of government and the rights of indi-
viduals have not been changed. Many provisions of this fundamental law
are now obsolete.

INNOUNCER: Professor Anderson'!s article was written in 1921.,.Today, thirty-five

years later, it is even more pertinent,

ANDERSON Many provisions of this fundamental law are now obsolete.

MUSICt IN STRONG...DOWN,..(BEHIND)
ANNOUNCER: According to the present Constitution of the State of Minnesota, women

can vote only in library and school elections...United States Senators
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ANNOUNCER(CONT,): are chosen by the State legislature.,.and the state!s debt limit is
$250,0004 4 +In some cases, these preposterous provisions have been super-
seded by Federal law, In other cases, they are just ignored, In all
cases, however, these obsolete regulations are still a part of our State
Constitution, How did it happen? We told you this is "a very humorous
story! eee
UP AND OUT
In February of 1857 Minnesota was a territory.

HORSE RIDING UP FAST,,.PULLS TO STOP

(Running) Sibley...Henry Sibleyl Where!s Henry? ==

Easy, man.,.,We may need this energy,

It!s happened}

Word from Washington?

The Congress of the United States has passed a bill that will enable
Minnesota to become a Statel

Keep your voice down, man,

But this is wonderful news! This means =-

This means we have to call a State Constitutional Convention == with a
Democratic majority. Look, my friend, in the last few years, we!ve had
thousands of new settlers in Southern Minnesota, They've come here from
the northeastern part of the countryl Don't you know what that means?
No=0s e

They!re Republicanst 99% of them are Republicans, What do they know
about the problems of Minnesota? What right do these "Immigrants" have
to control the new state of Minnesota? Those Republicans are nothing
but a wild bunch of radicals anyhow...«S50 keep your voice down,..We'!ve
got to have a Constitutional Convention, but it better have a Democratic

majority,




"A Very Humorous Story"

MUSIC:

ANNOUNCER¢

MUSIC:
VOICE I
VOICE II

VOICE IIT:

VOICE IV
MUSIC:

ANNOUNCER

MUSICs

WOMAN ¢

JOHNSON:
WOMAN s
MUSIC:

ANNOUNCER$

Page 5

IN STRONG,..AND DOWN (BEHIND)

On May 22, 1857, in special pession, the Democratic territorial legislature
for Minnesota, passed a bill calling for a Constitutional Convention,
Minnesota could not become a state without a State Constitution, The
Territory!s Democratic Governor signed the Constitutional Convention bill
into law on May 25th. The election of delegates was to be held on June
1stl

OUT 5 ¢ « SHARP

One week to elect delegates for a Constitutional Convention}

Wetll hardly have time to print ballots,

Print ballots}! There are issues involved here...big issues...You dontt
write a Constitution overnightl

Don't you? Watch, friend, just watchl

UP AND DOWN,.,(BEHIND)

An electlon for delegates to Minnesotals Constitutional Convention was
held.

Charges of fraud were levied by both sides, The charges were

substantiated....but nothing could be done about it, The Congress of
the United States had ordered that a Constitutional Convention for
Minnesota was to convene on June 1l3th,

UP AND OUT

But, Mr, Johnson, I've counted the number of delegates over and over,

Every time it comes out to 1ll,

So?

We held elections for only 1081

LAUGHING THEME.e.UP AND DOWN
We told you this was "a very humorous story." Somehow or other, the
Republicans came out in the majority, 59 to 55, They weren!t going to

take any chances. They arxived at the Capitol a day early, caucused and
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ANNOUNCER(CONT,) tried to find out when the Democrats wanted to start the convention.

MUSIC:
REPUB,

REPUB,

REPUB, I:
REPUB, II:
REPUB, I:
DEMOCRATs
REPUB, II:
DEMOCRAT 3
REPUB, II:
SOUND 3
REPUB. I

REPUB, IIt

Nobody would talk to them,

ouT

Ilve been to every room in the Capitol. Nobody knows anything,

Did you tell them that all you wanted to know is when the Constitutional
Conventlon begins?

0f course.

And?

Nobody knows anything.

(FADE IN) Whots in charge here?

I am.

Itve got a note from the Governor,

Finallyl

(OPENING IETTER)

What does it say? What does it say?

(READING) "The Constitutional convention will meet at the usual hour for

the assembling of parliamentary bodies in the United States,"

(SLIGHT PAUSE)

REPUB, It
DEMOCRAT s
MUSIC:

ANNOUNCER ¢

veoWhat time is that?

Dont't ask me. I!'m just a messenger.

LAUGHING THEME,.,UP AND DOWN,..(BEHIND)

The Republicans went to the House chambers,..and waited,..and waited...

and waited...,Twenty-four hours later the Democrats marched in, in a body...
Before the sleepy Republicans knew what happened, it had happened.

ouT

PEOPIE SETTLING DOWN,..GAVEL POUNDS

The Constitutional Convention for Minnesota will come to order,

GAVEL POUNDS
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VOICE I

VOICE II:
CHAIRMAN:
DEMOCRATS:
CHAIRMAN
REPUBLICANS
CHAIRMAN¢

VOICE III:

VOICE IIt
CHATRMANs
DEMOCRATS
CHATRMAN3
SQOUNDs
MUSIC:

ANNOUNCER}

(OFF) Mr. Chairman, I make a motion that the work of this convention be
channelled into the appropriate committee.

I second the motion.

All in favor say, aye.

AYE]

Opposed?

(8ti1ll sleepy) What? Who? What did he say?

The State Constitution will be drafted in committee,

Since the only major business of this meeting has been determined, I
move that we adjourn,

I second it}

All in favor?

AYE |

The meeting is adjournedj

GAVEL, , . UNORGANIZED VOICES OF PROTEST AND CONFUSION

UP OVER, ¢ 4AND DOWN. o (BEHIND)

This was the only time the Constitutional Convention for the State of
Minnesota met as a whole. Unbelievable? The facts for this script have
been taken from "A History of the Constitution of Minnesota" by Anderson
and Lobb and from "The History of Minnesota" by William Watts Folwell,
Minnesotals leading historian and University President, who called our
Constitutional convention ==

A roaring farce,..that's what it was -~ a roaring farce,

After this brief and ludicreus convention-as-a-whole, each party met
geparately and each began to draft a Constitution for the new State of
Minnesota, In the territory people backed their delegates, even the
unelected ones, down party lines; but, in Washington the reaction was not
as simple,

OUT
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EXEC, I

EXEC, III:

I think they!ve gone mad in Minnesota, The Democrat!s are drafting one
constitutiony the Republicans, another.,

They aren!t even doing that. Most of the debate is about the seating of
illegal delegates.,

Aren't they aware of the heritage and meaning of a Constitution in this
country? A good Constitution is a peoplel!s claim to being free and
civilized,

Gentlemen, it is ridiculous to discuss this situation, Send a spokesman
to the Capitol of the Minnesota Territory, and tell them we get one
Constitution signed by both parties, or Minnesota can remain a territoryl
UP AND DOWN,..(BEHIND)

But even word from Washington was not enough, After weeks of wrangling,
the best that could be done was the creation of a committee of ten, five
Democrats and five Republicans, In an atmosphere of conflict, anger, and
scorn, a State Constitution was pieced together by this Committee of Ten.,
In the main, scissors and paste played a greater part in forming our
State Constitution than statesmanship and foresight, But even when a
long and overly compromised Constitution was agreed upon, the trouble

was not over,

ouT

Whatt!s the matter now, Mr, Sibley?

I refuse to sign this document}

GENERAL CONSTERNATION

But why?

I refuse to put my name on a document that has a Republican signature on
it}

MORE CONSTERNATION

But we all agreed to this Constitutioni
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WOMANs
SIBIEY:

MUSIC:

ANNOUNCER ¢

MUSIC:

VOICE:

EXEC. I3

SOUTHERNER3

VOICE:

VOICE IIs

What do you want us to do now?

Make another copy} The Republicans can sign this Constitutionj wetll
sign another}

UP AND DOWN, 4 (BEHIND)

And so two copies of Minnesotals Constitution had to be made on that day,
August 28th, 1857, and the two copies had to be ready on August 23th.
Sixteen copyists worked all night, There are 300 differences in the two
copies of Minnesotals original Constitution, There are so many dis-
crepancies, it is impossible to print an absolutely correct text of our
State Constitution,e.,Well, we told you this is "a very funny story."

OUT 4 « o SHARP

Wait a minute, what!s so funny? Isn't a Constitution a pretty important
item?

A good Constitution is a people!s claim to being free and civilized.
Each citizen of this nation reflects the meaning, the customs, and the
necessity of his State's laws and his State!s constitution.

So what!s so funny?

The Constitution of the State of Minnesota has been amended 82 times.
The section on finance alone has been changed 21 times, Not only has
this created a massive and unwieldy Constitution, but the special
elections necessary have cost the people of Minnesota over half a
million dollars,

Fun<nee

In 1947, the Minnesota State Legislature created a special Commigsion to

study the State Constitution, In 1949 this Commission recommended 112
changes and six new sections for our State Constitution, All members
agreed the best way to make changes was through a Constitutional convention.

In 1951 the legislature voted "no" on its own Commissionl!s recommendation.
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VOICE:
ANNOUNCER

VOICE
ANNOUNCER$
VOICE:

ANNOUNCER

VOICE:

ANNOUNCER

VOICE:

ANNOUNCERg

Fun=-nee

In 1953 the legislature voted '"no" on ites own Commission’s recommendations
again,

Fun-nee,

In 1955, "no" again,

Very.e.funny,

The cost to the people of Minnesota for elections to pass only the changes
in the State Constitution recommended by the legislative Commission would
be close to two million dollars.

Extremely funny,

The most expensive Constitutional Convention in the country hasntt cost
half as much, Thirty states have held such Conventions to make their
Constitutions modern and meaningful., We said this is "a very humorous
gtory" ==

veelf only it weren!t so serious,

Let!s stop laughing at ourselves. s o The only answer is a Constitutional
Convention for the State of Minnesota., What is a Constitutional Convention?
How can we bring it sbout? Here is the Legislative Chairman for the

Minnesota League of Womsn Voters,

IWV CHATIRMAN: (To be inserted: 1-2 minutes)

ANNOUNCER

Thank you, + "A Very Humorous Story" was written by

Phillip Gelb, directed by « Appearing on the program

wexre . : )

+ This program was presented by the Minnesota IWV

in cooperation with this radio station in the public interest, con-

venlence, and necessity,
















THE SUPREME COURT OF MINNESOTA
ST. PAUL
CHAMBERS OF AU.F._":_‘.J.St 2?, );6

LEROY E. MATSON
ASSOCIATE JUSTICE

M g
[ l r.J

ROC]“ ﬁ“au- £l

Jear Mrs. Hargraves:

It 1s my considered opinion that

‘he adoption of a new Constitution for the State of

nesota will cause neither confusion nor increased

gation. A new Constitution, because it has been

'ted to meet present-day needs, gives materially less
occasion for litigation to ueberane its meaning and
scope than does an old Constitution. An old Constitution,
with many amendatory patches, is materially more fruitful
of ambiguity COﬂiuﬂTve to litigation than a new Constitu-
tion drafted in the light of modern conditions.

Chief Justice Vanderbilt of New
Jersey states that the adoption of a new Constitution in
that state brought about the simplification and clarifi-
cation of constitutional provisions which eliminated much
of the need for resorting to court actions to determine
what may validly be done under the Constitution. This
eminent jurist found that the new Constitution did not in
eny manner increase the litigation load of either the
trial or the appellate courts with respect to constitu-
tional or other questions.

e: ce M., Hyde of

Missourl wrote to me somet : - urvey conducted
by the University of Mi aw 1 16 wed that the
adO“tion of a new Constl* ' haf { t had reduced
ration,

The above conclusions apply not
only to litigation to test the validity of legislative
acts enacted subsequent to the adoption of a new Constitu-
tion but also to litigation challenging the constitutionality
of statutory enactments which were in existence prior to
the adoption of such new Constitution. T'he experience of
other states has been that exlisting statutes are not




challenged any ma e frequently under Constitution

TIew
LIS W

a
than they would have besn under the old Constitution.

i 1 -~ -
Sincerely,
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League of Women Voters of Minnesota Release: Sunday, Oct, 7,
15th and Washington Avenue, S. E. or thereafter
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota

League Issues Two Books on State Constitution

Two new publications on the need for revising Minnesota's constitution are being
issued this week by the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, One is intended for
the public and the other for persons doing research,

Copies of “Well, What D'Ya Know...Minnesota Has A Constitution," a booklet
written in humorous style and illustrated with cartoons, will be given to county
libraries, in addition to those already sent to state legislators and newspaper
editors. A tape recording is planned for use by schools, radio stations and organiza-
tions,

Dealing mainly with Minnesota‘'s freak 1857 constitutional convention and the
legacy of problems it left the state, this booklet calls for a present-day convention
“to meet together in the old American way and review and revise our constitution into
a vibrant, living thing, rather than a ghostly scroll of a hundred years agol®

In most of the 54 League communities “Leaguemobiles” will circulate the booklet
in business and residential sections on Monday, October 8.

“The State You're In," an 87-page book for reference and study, is meant for
speakers, persons in government, students and members of other organizations working
for a Minnesota Constitutional convention. It complles information on all aspects
of the state constitution and its problems.

Both books will be displayed in a booth at the Minnesota Educational Association
convention in St., Paul October 25 and 26,

Further information on the books and tape recording may be obtained from the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 15th and Washington Avenue, S. E,, Minneapolis 14,

Minnesota.

Dear Editor:

We'd be pleased if you would pencil any comments or criticisms of this booklet
in the space below and return to us. We hope you will find the publication useful
and will keep it for reference during the coming legislative session.

League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 15th and Washington Avenue S.E., lMinneapolis 14
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Affiliated with the

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
I5th and Washington Avenue S.E. Minneapolis |4, Minnesota
Federal 8-8791

October 15, 1956

Dear Minnesota Citizen:

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota is launching
a fall campaign to build public opinion for the calling of
a constitutional convention, We have just published three
publications to use as tools to spread citizen understanding
of our program., Since you are one especially interested in
Minnesota government, we wish to make these publications
available to you,

Well, What D'ya Know,.,Minnesota Has A CONSTITUTION!

This is a popular iype booklet~-professionally written
and cleverly illustrated, We plan to distribute it widely
throughout the state to acquaint all Minnesotans with the
need for constitutional revision, A copy is enclosed.

The State You're In

This is an 83 page research work on Constitutional
Revision, It contains chapters on the making of Minnesota's
Constitution, and the ways of improving it. Additional
chapters are on The Executive, The Legislature, The Judiciary,
Finance and Home-Rule,

You may have a copy by returning the enclosed card,

Legislative Program
This publication explains the program of the League
of Women Voters for the 1957 legislative session.

We are hopeful that the information in these public-
ations will be of value to you in your work for a responsible
and responsive government for Minnesota citizens.

Q /]
Mrs, Basil Young, President
League of Women Voters of Minnesota

League of Women Voters of the U.5.







Please mail to me free of charge your 83 page

research book on Constitutional Revision
entitled, “The State You're In.*

Signed

Address




Minnesota Citizens Constitutional Committee
134 Warwick Street, S.E.
IMinneapolis 14, Minnesota




g% W:.Ll] l] et support and vote for a bill submitting
4 to the people the question of calling
a convention to propose revisions of
Minnesota's constitution,

Commentss
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

First Conqms ional District

Ninth Congressional District
JOSEPH K
MRS. FLOYD

At Large

Secretary

Dear Fellow Citizen:

We would appreciate your taking a few minutes
from your busy schedule to answer, on the enclosed
card, the following question, which members of our
statewide committee consider to be vital:

Would you, at the 1957 session of the state
legislature, support and vote for a bill submitting
to the people the question of calling a convention
to propose revisions of Minnesota's constitution?

We request an early response, as our local
representatives wish to be informed of your position,
and we plan to use the compiled information in press
releases before the election.

We are enclosing a Statement of Purposes of
our organization,

Yours very truly,

Nl

Donald Holmes
Chairman




MINNESOTA CITIZENS CONSTITUTIOWAL COMMITTEE

STATEMENT OF PURPOSES

The Minnesota Citizens Constitutional Committee represents
organizations and individuals who believe that the Minnesota
Constitution can and must now be improved to achieve economical,

efficient and responsible representative state government,

This belief is supported:

By the Commission on Intergovernmental Relations appointed
by President Eisenhower, which said:

"The Commission finds a very real and pressing need
for the States to improve their constitutions,"

By both major political parties in Minnesota, whose platforms
specifically endorse the calling of a constitutional
convention to revise the state constitution, and

By two Commissions appointed by the Minnesota Legislature,
namely, the Constitutional Commission of Minnesota (19L7)
and the Little Hoover Commission (19L9), both of which
recommended substamtial changes in the state constitution,

The Committee will act initiallys

To disseminate information sbout the Minnesota
Constitution and the need for constitutional
revision, and

To support legislation submitting to the people
of Minnesota the question of calling a constitutional
convention to revise the constitution,




INSTRUCTION SHEETS
Selling Campaign for "Well What D!Ya Know, Minnesota Has a Constitution,"

For Attention of: Publications Chairman
Public Relations Chairmen
Constitutional Revision Chairman
Legislative Chairman
(Unit chairmen should have these sheets., Order as many as you need})

The Selling Campaign

1, Each Publications Chairman (with the active support of the entire Board,
particularly the Public Relatlons, Constitutional Revision and Legislative Chairmen)
is the Sales Promotion Manager in her area for the booklet "Well,What D!Ya Know==--
Minnesota Has a Constitution." (Where there is no Publications Chalrman, the Public
Relations Chairman assumes the role; otherwise they work as a team.)

2+ Upon receipt of the booklets each League member should begin making a long list
of prospects, her own personal market., Sell, give, mail them to friends, relatives,
acquaintances of influence throughout Minnesota, Remember particularly persons who
live in areas where there are no leagues...but where there are legislatorsil Get
them into waiting places and on bul’etln boards wherever possible through your hus-
band, children, parents, brother, sister, friend (male or female) - they all know as
many 1ike1y spots for it as you doi Examples .of somet
- attorney church J hotel hospital
dentist labor union motel government offices
doctor department store rooming house (a1l levels)
veterinarian restaurant apartment club rooms (social,
barber art center country club service, frater-
beauty shop bank fire hall nal)
library dairy garage real estate
teacher alrport filling station summer resort
bus depot railroad station grocery community center
business feed dealer school insurance
factory bookstore nurses home

Put one in the hands of the opinion moulders of your community , e.g.:
minister social studies teacher community leaders
political party head school principieal organization heads
labor union head school superintendent editors of company
political scientists service club heads - and organization
city councilmen agricultural leaders ¢ newsletters and
any member speaking county officials papers :
before a group city officials
librarian college and university
heads, department heads

3+ Reach beyond immediate area, particularly into nearby rural areas, Getting it
into the hands of a small town or rural study or discussion group opens a new avenue
for the League - outlets for our constitutional revision material, perhaps a League
library, subscriptions to our publications, new members for the League, Example of
some allies we should seek:
county home demonstration agents county officials
~ county agricultural agents township officials
L=H club leaders agricultural extension
community service chairmen homemaker heads (home
officials of the Grange, Farm Bureau demonstration agents)
and Farmers Union home and community
rural church leaders chairmen
county newspaper editors
rural school librarians
county librarians




L. Read your local newspaper as you have not befores look for meetings of groups
where you might take a booklet or send one with a friend who could use it as a basis
for study or discussion or program building., Talk this over with your public re-
lations chairman, president, speakers bureau head; help arrange whatever is feasible
wherever you can, Mention any community celebration or gathering you know of to
your public relations chairman for her to send it on to the state office, as well as
to use in her own planning for local public opinion building.

5. Make this a face-towface campaigni These books will do no good in a stack of un-
opened mail, stashed away in a drawer for later reading or distributiony or filed in
the wastebasket. Make up a kit for yourself from your own materials or with the help
of the Publications Chairman for prospective large buyers or persons whose support

we urgently need. Put in it "Democracy Denied", "Roaring Farce", Price Tag,
"Minnesota Facts" and Amendment. Broadside, "The State Youlre In" (for him to borrow
or buy if he wishes to have it), for example,

6. Every Minnesota League member knows 5 (shall we say) persons elsewhere in the
state who might not know that lMinnesota needs a new Constitution., Send a booklet to
them with the shortest note telling them how much you would appreciate their personal
support and active interest. Every League unit has persons who cannot for some reason
carry on an active campaign; they are the ones to do this, and do it exceedingly well,
(See the attached list of towns in legislative districts where legislators have voted
"No" on a constitutional convention bill, Whom do you know in some of those towns???)

7+ Compile and turn in to the state office (through your League) a list of reputable
and responsible persons who would work with the league and the Citizens Committee,
(See attached list for the representative in your area,) Learn to know him and work
with him., Keep the state board informed about what you are doing so we can pass on
your ideas, and use them ourselves, Remember always to sell the league when you are
selling Constitutional Revision,

Where to get answers you might not know and how to answer criticisms:

1. "The State Youtre In" (of which every League has at least 2 copies) contains

the answers to your questions. This is the League source book (text) on constitutional
revision. It covers the citizen and the constitution; the making of the constitution;
ways to improve the constitutiony the executive, legislative and judicial branches

and tax structure of lMinnesota government; home rule, a summarizing chapter, an ex-
tensive bibliography.

2., The new Minnesota LWV Publications Catalog lists and describes all the materials

we have on constitutional revision., You already have most of them in your personal

or League files,.

3+ Qov. Freeman and Sen, Elmer Anders .n delivered speeches on why Minnesota needs

a new constitution at the IWV Council Meeting in May, 1956, Get copies of these
speeches (see catalog) to give added weight to your own arguments. (How about quot=
ing Gov, Freeman to your Democratic friends and Sen, Anders n to your Republican
friends???)

Ls Your own constitutional revision chairman will know the answer to most of your
questions,

5. Don't hesitate to say you don't know the answer to a question or that you don't
know how to answer a criticism if you don!'tl But do say that you will supply it as
quickly as you can., And dontt fail to carry out your intention to do sol If there's
a real stickler,, write the state office, constitutional revision chairman. Let her
know what questions and criticisms you receive that the state board might not have
anticipated in the material we have put out to date. Knowing this will help our
campaign immeasurably,

(For a good example of a stickler and how to answer it, see the September-Ogtober
"Minnesota Voter.")




Vatrs in the 1955 Legislative Session

In the 1955 Legislative Session, the Constitutional Convention bill was defeated:
Lo ”No" votes to 27 "Yes" votes, The distribution was: (see chart below)
27 "No" votes where there are Ieagues 18 "Yes" votes where there are Leagues
13 "llo" votes where there are no Leagues 9 "Yes" votes where there are no Isagws

VOTE IN ITAGUE AREAS

VOTE CONGR., IEGIS, . VOTE CONGR., 1EGIS.
I““‘“wT “BISTRIBT League DISTRICT DISTRICE. League
No L Rochester Yes IV 3t ot, Paul
No I 5 Aistin, Kasson No Iv 38 St. Paul
No II 7 Wells No IV 39 St. Paul
No II 10 Jackson Yes IV Lo St. Paul
No VII 11 Worthington Yes IV L1 St. Paul
N.St.Paul, Vb,
No VII 13 Granite Falls, Tracy Bear Twp.
No II i New Ulm Yes IV L2 St. Paul,
Arden Hills,
Yes I 16 New Richland, Owatonna Falcon Heights,
Waseca Roseville,
Yes y L3 Afton Lakeland,
Birchwood,
New Prague lMahtomedi
Red Wing Yes : Ll Anoka, Circle
Pines,
SeS5t.Paul, W.St,Panl Columbia Heights
Hutchinson No L5 Ste. Cloud
Olivia No 1 L7 Alexandria
Granite Falls No L9 Moorhead
Buffalo Yes ( 50 Battle Lake,
Fergus Falls
Minneapolis No 52 Cass Lake
Minneapolis No 53 Brainerd
Minneapolis No 57 Duluth
Minneapolis s No 58 Duluth
Minneapolis No 59 Duluth
Minneapolis Yes 60 Hibbing
Iinneapolis Yes 61 Virginia
IMinneapolis No 2 Bemidji
Bloomington, Yes 63 Park Rapids
Deephaven, Edina
Excelsior,Hopking,Hound
Richfield, St. Louis Par’,
Wayzata, ColdPn Valley

VOTE IN NON-IEAGUE AREAS
VOTE CONGR, IEGIS, . CONGR, IEGIS,

DISIBIQE DISI,EL T County(Some Towns) _ VOTEL _ DISTRICT DISTRI(T County(Some Towns)
Fillmore,Houston . Yeg  VII 20 Meeker(thchfkﬂﬁ )

(Wyﬂoff Caledonia) No VI L6 Stearns(Sa ?tel
rose

Me
No Winona (Winona) No VII L8  Stevens(lMorris),
Big Stone

No Wabasha (Wabasha, (Ortonville),
Lake City) Traverse(Wheaton)
Grant (Elbow L ake)
Freeborn (Albert
Lea) Wadena(Wadena) ,
dd(L Pred
Blue Earth (Mankato) gianieg?g R
Watonwen Yos Aitkin(Aitkin)
(St.Jamesh
Martin (Fairmont) T Carlton(Carlton,
Cloquet)




Lincoln (Ivanhoe), No VI Mille Lacs (Princeton),

Pipestone (Pipestone) Kanabec (Mora),Sherburne

Murray (Slayton) (Elk River)

Sibley (Gaylord), Yes VI Pine (Pine City),

Nicollet (St. Peter) III Chisago (Center)

Rice (Faribault, Northf,)No IX 6l Norman(Ada), Mahnomen(Mahnemen)

Scott (Shakopee), Yes IX 65  Pennington(Thief River Falls),

Carver (Cologne) Clearwater (Bagley),Red Lake

Swift (Benson), Kandi- ° (Red Lakeé Falls)

yohi (Willmar) ) 1X 66  Polk (Crockston)(E.Gr.Forks)
Mo IX 67  K$tteen (Hallock), Roseaun

(Roseau), Marshall (Warren)

Minnesota Citizens Constitutional Committee
(Set up in October 1955, "to disseminate informsbion about the Minnesota Constitution
and the need for constitutional revision, and to support legislation submitting to the
people of lMinnesota the questlon of calling a constitutional convention to revise the
constitution.")
Directors, by Congresgimaldistricts are:
District I Mrs, Malcolm Hargraves, Rochester; Albert Marshall, Red Wing,

" ITI DMrs. Robert B, Riddér, St. Pauljy Mrs. M. W, Malone, Windom,

" IIT Kingsley Holman, Bloomington; John Mooty, Edina,

" IV Mrs, Roger B, Shepard, Jr,, St, Paul: Roger B. Page, St. Paul,

: V Miss Celia Logan, Minneapolis; P, Kenneth Peterson, Minneapolis,

" VI 0, J. Jerde, St. Cloud; William B, Pearson, Ogilvie,

" VII John A, Lundquigt, Willmar; Mrs., Reuben Brusteun, Appleton,

" VIII Emil Erickson, Virginia; Mrs. C. L. Edson, Duluth,

B IX Mrs. Floyd McDunn, Pelican Rapids; Joseph Kise, Moorhead,
Directors at Large: Miss Florine LeClair, Minneapolis; lirs, Ellis Peilen, Minneapolis;
James Olson, Minneapolis; !Miss Joyce Voeks, Minneapolisj lirs, Ralph Norgaard,linneapolis;
Miss Barbara Stuhler, Minneapolis; William Carlson, St. Paul.,
Officers: Donald A, Holmes, Chairman, linneapolis; 0, J. Jerde, V, Chairman, St. Cloud;
Robert B, Page, V. Chairman, St. Paul; Mrs, Russell T, Lund, Secretary, Edina; Miss
Celia Logan, Treasurer. Minneapolis; James Olson, Auditor, Minneapolis,

" a2 B B T e e P Tty

Contest:: Please return these slips {or some information) within 5 days of deadline
date to: Mrs. John R, Hill, Publications Chairman, 916 S, W. 10th Street, Rochester.

As of Nov. 1, 1956

name address
of the ° league (total membership of has
aold” .~ copies of "Well, What D!Ya Know, Mirnesota
Has K Constitution" (the largest number in our League). Three prizes will

be awarded for
(To be returned (Signed) largest individual

by 11/5) League Office sales at Convention,

As of Feb, 1, 1957 Three prizes will

_ _name address be awarded to leazues
of the League(total membership of ) has for largest sales

sold __ copies of "Well, Vhat D!Ya Know, Minnesota proportionately

Has A Constitution (the largest number in our League)s  paged in Leagues of
, under 50; 50 tn 200

(To be returned (signed) and over, at Conven-

by 2/5) j tion,
¥ League office

As of May 1, 1957

name £ddress
of the “lLeague (total membership of "has sold
g copies of "Well, What D!Ya Know, Minnesota Has A
Constitution (the largest number in our League).,
(to be returned (signed)
by 5/5) League office
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OFFICERS

DONALD A. HOLME

ROGER B. PA
St. Pau

MRS. RUSSELL T. LUND, Secretary
Edir

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

First Congrcssmnc] District

COLM HARGRAV L‘\ Rochester

ém)'—l\l:_ Red Wing

T!nrd Cong essional District
\'i I. J\\] I
| Ii\.l /f_,r TY, Ed

Fourth Cor 1gress onui Dmrnct
PI JGER B. PAGE

St. Pa
MRS, ROGER B. SHEPARD, JR., St. Pau

Fn‘th Ccngrcssmnu[ District
AISS CEL SAN, Minnec
F- KENM '-| rll ERS ’-N, Mir

Smr} Congn_ssuonm District
JER St. Cloud
\-"\" LIAN F " PEARSON, Ogilvie
Seventh Congressional District

-f._i:'~,' REUBEMN F‘DJJT EM, Appleton
HiN A. LUNDQUIST, Willmar

Eighth Congressional District

MRS. C. L. ED5 "‘l\ DLlL
EMIL ERICKSON, nia

Ninth Conjresslc:ml District
JOSEPH KI ---'r." ad
MRS. FLOY } McDUNN, Pelican Ra

CITIZENS

MINUTES OF MEETING OF
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF
MINNESOTA CITIZENG CONSTITUTIONAL COMMITTEE

The third meeting of the Board of Directors of the Minne-
sota Citizens Constitutional Committee was held on December 13,
1956, at 7:30 P.M, at 1100 First National Soo Line Building,
Mlnneapolia, Minnesota pursuant to call of the Executive Com-
mittee and notice duly sent on December 1, 1956,

The following persons were present: Doneld A. Holmes,
Chairmans Mrs Russell T, Lund, Secretary; Mrs., Malcolm Hargraves;
Mrs. Robert B, Ridder; Mrs, E1llis Peilen; Miss Barbara Stuhler
and Miss Joyce Voeks, Mr. Holmes presided and Miss Stuhler kept
the ninutes.

A quorum not being present, the meeting adjourned sine die,

Those present then met informally and discussed the status
of the Advisory Council (only about 20 legislative districts
appeared to have a member), the outcome of the solicitation of
funds (only about $30.00 had been received and an indebtedness
to the League of Women Voters of HMinnesota still remains unpaid),
the stand likely to be taken by each Senator and House member
on the Convention question in the 1957 session of the legis~-
lature (it appeared that ebout 25 votes would have to be pro-
cured or changed on each side of the Legislature) and whether
the Committee was in a position to do anything and if so, what
could be done, Various suggestions were made. No action was,
or could be, taken. The discussion terminated about 9:30 P,M,
at which time Mrs, Norgaard dropped in,

Respectfully submitted,

Jiss Barbara Stuhler
Assistant Secretary

Attest:

Donald I, Holmes, Chairman

Mrs, Russell T. Lund, Secretary
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Minnesota Has A Constitution

It's A Great Constitution




The purpose of this booklet is to present facts as to why
Minnesota does not now need a Constitutional Convention.

Obviously, a state Constitution may need amending from time
to time. Whenever it is advisable to amend a specific portion of our
Constitution, it can be done simply and inexpensively in the traditional

way by the Legislature first studying a proposal, then passing the same on
to the voters for approval or rejection.

This booklet is prepared as a public service by the Minnesota
Employers’ Association in the interest of constitutional government for
Minnesota.




HOW IMPORTANT I8 HISTORY?

[t is true that 59 Republican and 55 Democrat delegates met
separately in 1857 for seven weeks and each prepared a recommended
proposed Constitution. And that four or five men from each group made
up a joint committee of eight or ten men who met for ten days to reconcile

and agree upon a proposed Constitution that contained compromises be-

tween the two groups. And that proposal was submitted to the voters

on October 13, 1857 when the voters approved the Constitution by 30,053

votes,

It's interesting history but has no bearing upon whether a

Constitutional Convention is necessary today.

It is also true that since that time 83 amendments have been
added to our Constitution to meet the changing times and strengthen our
Constitution. These amendments were carefully considered by Legislatures
in the past and approved by the voters from time to time after full

legislative and public consideration.

HOW IS A CONVENTION CALLED?

Both the House of Representatives and the Senate must by
two-thirds vote submit the question of calling a Constitutional Convention.
Here is the pertinent quotation from Article XIV, Section 2:

“Whenever two-thirds of the members elected to
each branch of the legislature shall think it necessary
to call a convention to revise this constitution, they
shall recommend to the electors to vote at the next

general election

You can see from the above that it was the intent of the found-
ing fathers that the calling of the convention be clearly necessary and
further that the Legislature shall recommend it to the voters. This destroys
the argument that the Legislature must submit the question to the peopie

whether or not the individual legislator feels the convention is necessary.




WHAT IS GOOD ABOUT MINNESOTA'S CONSTITUTION?

The above question might be answered by asking another. What
is bad or evil about Minnesota’s Constitution. As you read this can you
think of anything, or have you ever been told that there is anything in the
Minnesota Constitution that is harmful to you, your family, your religion,
your business or the community in which you live? It is true that there are
some obsolete provisions in our Constitution that now have no legal force
or effect. But none of these obsolete provisions are doing anyone any harm.

Our Constitution has a bill of rights protecting freedom of
religion, and of the press; it protects our citizens from unreasonable
searches and seizures; grants rights of jury trial; prevents i'legal arrest and
being placed in double jeopardy; guarantees justice without delay; prevents
cruel and unusual punishment; grants bail to those arrested; the right of
habeas corpus; frezdom from imprisonment for debt and protects the peop'e

in countless other ways.

The rights in these sections of our Constitution would all come

under the scrutiny of a Constitutional Convention.

Our governm-nt is divided into three branches legislative,
executive and judicia'. Over the years our government has worked well
with this system of checks and balances, which has preserved free govern

ment for our people.

The Constitution sets up a system of trust funds and support

for our schools and universities.

1

Our Constitution is short, having but 13 465 words. Louisiana
had a Constitutional Convention in 1921, and theirs has an estimated length
of 201,423 words.

Minnesota's Constitution is easily amended so as to keep in
step with the times. It has been amended 83 times through and including
the 1956 election.

Under our Constitution Minnesota has grown to become one ot

the great farm, industrial. business and cultural states of the nation.

ARE THERE AMENDMENTS THAT SHOULD NOW
BE MADE TO OUR CONSTITUTION?

There are at least four proposed amendments that are non-
controversial. These amendments would eliminate four obsolete provisions
that no one has been very concerned about but that have given the advocates
of a convention some opportunity to imply that all of the Constitution is
outmoded. The amendments would eliminate the following:

Election of United States Senators by the state
Legislature. Minnesota voters have elected U. S.
Senators since 1916.

Restrictions on the right of women to vote.
Women have voted since 1920.

Limiting the state debt to $230,000. The state

debt has far exceeded that figure for years,

Giving Indians the right to vote without the
necessity of a court order declarng them capable

of voting.

These amendments can be easily and economically effected in
the traditional manner.

Certainly they are not of enough import to justify the expense
of between $1,500,000 and $2,000,000 for a Constitutional Convention.




Further than that would be the work of many legislative se
constitution. Note the

g

sions to make the statutes conform to the new
Missouri experience on the following page.

In Minnesota, the average cost, based upon the records of the
Secretary of State, indicate that the cost of submitting a constitutional
amendment including direct and indirect cost such as printing, pay of

election clerks, etc., is only $235,690.

=
=
=]
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WHAT HAS BEEN THE EXPERIENCE OF STATES THAT
HAVE HAD CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTIONS?

MISSOURI EXPERIENCE

Missouri, which redrafted its Constitution In 1945, not only
spent a large sum on the project but then had to hire 12 lawyers who
worked two years analyzing 15,000 statute provisions, after which it was
necessary to introduce 550 bills at the next session of their Legislature to

make the Constitution workable, Printing costs, etc. were very heavy.

On top of that, the Legislature had to immediately submit six

amendments to the new Constitution to meet changed conditions.

NEW YORK

-
New York

56 amendments. Ten more amendments were submitted to the voters in

had a convention in 1938 and by 1953 had added

1955

NEW JERSEY

New Je:scy had a convention in 1947, added two amendments

A NEW CONSTITUTION DOES NOT STOP THE
AMENDING PROCESS.




WHO WOULD BE THE DELEGATES TO SUCH A CONVENTION?

It is doubtful if many Minnesota citizens. without a special
interest involved, could afford to leave their professions, businesses or
farms for the time required and be a candidate to such a convention, with
the expense of a campaign. and then subject themselves to the pressure. the
unpleasantness and the sacrifice involved.

Picture what could easily happen. The political parties with
their political machines would have candidates for delegates; the city
political machines would seek delegates to secure freedom to operate and
to tax; the school forces would seek new revenue; the welfare grouns. the
old age pension groups, the co-ops, the business interests, the labor unions
with their great power and interest in labor laws and regulations, and
every spending agency in the state would bz seeking more power and money.
Labor unions could finance the campaigns of their delegates if they wished
far beyond the ability of any individual.

About the only unrepresented group might be the taxpaying
citizens of Minnesota — the people who would have to pay the bill.

Minority pressure groups of today result in people with in
terests to serve being clected in every campaign, as distinguished from the
period of Minnesota history prior to 1945,

T
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ONVENTION

SOME FACT AND FICTION

Fiction: Our Constitution is old and out of step with the times.

So is the United States Constitution old. So is the Magna Carta.
So are the Ten Commandments. However. the basic principles in
all of them are good. Unless there is something in our state Con-
stitution that is actually harmful. it is not necessary to completely
revise it. And if there is anything in it that should be changed.

it can easily be done in the traditional manner.

Fiction: Minnesota’s Constitution is too long.

Fact: Many states have much longer constitutions than Minnesota has.
Louisiana has 201 423 words. Here are a few others: California
72,000; Texas - 39.000; Oklahoma - 35,000; Missouri - 3.000:

Massachusetts - 28,500, Minnesota has 15,465 words.

Some have comparcd the 'eng:h of the United States Constitution with
Minnesota’s. There is nothing unusual in a state Constitution being longer
than the national Constitution. The U. S. Government is one of specifically
lesignated powers, whereas state governments embrace all powers not
delegated to the Federal Government.

Each state accommodates its Constitution to the needs of its own people
and area. Neither length nor terseness determines whether a Constitution
serves its intended purpose.




Fiction:

Fiction:

People want a Constitution Convention.

The Minnesota poll on January 9, 1955 showed the people do not
want a Constitutional Convention. Then 63% preferred to amend
the Constitution in the regular manner, 22% preferred to have
a Constitutional Convention, and 15% had no opinion.

In 1948 two amendments were submitted to the people. One, to
change the method of calling a Constitutional Convention to make
it easier, and two, an amendment to allow the submitting of two
or more amendments to the Constitution without requiring the

voters to vote on each separately.

They were both defeated decisively by an affirmative vote. The
first 641,000 against and 294,000 for. The second was defeated
621,000 against and 310,000 for.

Under our Constitution the Legislature has remained unappor-
tioned.

The Constitution is not at fault because there has not been re-

apportionment for many years. The Constitution provides for

reapportionment on a population basis. However, the Legislature
has not been able to evolve an acceptable formula.

Fiction:

Minnesota’s Constitution is long and contains a statutory langu-
age, matters which should be left to the legislature to handle by
statute.

In the three states who have recently had constitutional conven-
tions, New Jersey, New York and Missouri, the following statu-
tory items remain in the constitution: For example, the Missouri
constitution fixes the compensation of a legislator at $125.00 and
that certainly should be a statutory matter.

The constitution of New York provides for an action for wrong
ful death and provides that the amount for recovery shali never
be subject to limitation. The New York constitution fixes the
salary of the governor and this also should be left to the discre-
tion of the legislature. The New York constitution provides for
veterans' preference down to and including the exact number of

points to be given a disabled veteran on an examination.

If any change in the reapportionment section of our Constitution is made,

it shou'd be offered to thz people of the state as a separate measure for

their approval or rejection.




THE REQUISITES OF A GOOD CONSTITUTION

A good Constitution must be plain and certain in its principles, and as

far as possible free from doubt and question.

A good Constitution must be formed gradually; it must result from
history and experience of the people, and must be the natural and

deliberate expression of their thoughts, wishes and hopes in government.

A good Constitution must definitely apportion the powers of govern-
ment between the departments and draw clear lines of distinction.

A good Constitution must not reflect temporary excitement and popular
whims. The steps necessary in making a Constitution by amendment give

time for temporary passion to cool and for excitements to pass away:.

A good Constitution must provide for safe growth and expansion and
must give security against public disorder and violence. Its provisions
must recognize new thoughts and needs, changing times and changing
conditions. It must allow easy modification in the future,

MINNESOTA'S CONSTITUTION HAS ALL OF THESE FEATURES










LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

I5th and Washington Avenue S.E. Minneapolis 14, Minnesota
Federal 8-8791

December 1956
Dear Legislator:

As the 1957 session of the Legislature approaches, the League of Women Voters
of Minnesota wents you to know that we are fully aware of the many, difficult prob-
lems which confront you. We know, too, that the pressures you are subjected to are
great. We would like to take this opprortunity to express our appreciation ~- shared
by many Minnesotans —— of your public service as a member of the state Legislature,

Our organization has been working for constitutional revision for nine years,
Much of our study and research has been recently put together in the booklet, "The
State You're In," We have attempted Lo demonstrate how Minnesota's century—old Con-
stitution stands in the way of responsitle and responsive government and to emphasize
the citizen's role as Constitution~maker in our democracy.

Ag you are well aware, this problem is one of national concern. This concern
wae recently expressed by President Eilsenhower's Commission on Intergovernmental Re—
lations when it reported, "that most states would benefit from a fundamental review
of their state constitutions to make sure that they provide for vigorous and respon-
sible government, not forbid it,"

Members of the League of Women Voters feel that this "fundamental review!" can be
accomplished only by & Constitutional Convention. In this we share the view of re-
cent governors, both politicel parties, the Legislature's own Constitutional Commis—
sion of 1947-48, and the many, many citizens who voted overwhelmingly in support of
an amendment in 1954 which cleared the way for a Constitutional Convention,

We hope that the material in "The State Youlre In" will be helpful to you in
your oconsideration of favoruble action for the Constitutional Convention bill in this
coming session,

Very truly yours,

Mrs, Donald Guthrie,
Legislative Chairman

i

Affiliated with the
League of Women Voters of the U.S.




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
15th & Weshington Aves, S,E,, Minneapolis 14, Minnesota, FE 8~8791, December 1956, s5¢

A UNIT MEETING on PERSUADING THE.PUBLIC TO TAKE LEGISLATIVE ACTION

The following experiment was carried out recently by a League unit. In view of its
success it 1s hoped League units throughout Minnesota can work in some such program
early in the legislative session as a legislative, constitutional revision, or general
membership -meeting,

Time required for preparation: 30 to 45 minutes,
Discussion leader: any unit member interested in this year!s legislative program,
Materials needed! :
1) supply of publications on state prcgram to be loaned, sold, or consigned to mem-
bers for distribution
2) for the use of the. discussion lender, Instruction Sheets on a Selling Campaign
for "Well, What D'ya Know..,.Minnesota HAS & Constitution"; also .coples of
"yell...."; "The State You're In"; "Lobby by Letter"; oxtra inserts of Con-
sbitutional Convention section of Lobby by Letter; October—November reprint (5¢)
of Minnesota Voter, the "4F'e"; I'"Democracy Denied"; Informetion on the new
film, "A Very Humorous Story"; & new chalk talk, which can be borrowed from
the state office, "The Discontented Comstituent"; well-stocked Murphy Bag;
pencils, paper end stationery for writing legislators.

LEADER: Today, because of the school holiday there are eight of us rather than the
ueual 15 or so, Let's see to what extent we few can individually carry out
an active and effective legislative effort to bring about the calling of a
constitutional convention in Minnesota, (Leader then reads from the three
pink sheets on constitutional convention in the Lobby by Letter Kit for the
benefit of new persons and to refresh memories of others,) Let's make some
notes as we go along so we won't forget what we say we will do,

I have here the Instruction Sheets for carrying out the selling campaign for
this new little book, "Well, What D'ya Know.,.,Minnescta HAS & Constitution."
This book, as you know, was designed to he our principle agent to build pub-
lic opinion for the calling of a constitutional convention; the program that
Minnesota League members asked to have carried out in the 1955-57 biennium,

I see the first category of persons suggested to head the list of each mem-
ber's personal prospect list for the book is attorneys. Who here knows an
attornsy to whom she might sell or give & copy of "Well,,.."? (Two raised
hands and made notes of their intentions,) I think attorneys and business
men would like to see the "4Fig! article, It answers many gquestions or ob-—
Jections they might have such as the one on increased 1lit gation costs which
some feel might result from constitutional revision (two noted this)., You
all have your own copies of "Well.,."! Let’s turn to the map to see how we
can reach beyond our immediate area, Iill read the legislative district num-
bers where there were "no" votes on the bill to submit the calling of & con~
stitutional convention to the people 'in the 1955 legislative session., Letts
put "N in each of these districts, (Leader read from pages three and four
of the Imstruction Sheets and group marked "Well..," map.,) Now let's black
in lightly some of the same districts where there are no Leagues., (Leader
read, group marked,) Who here knows well someone in any of these marked
districts who migh% influence the senator to change his vote when the con-
stitutional convenition bill comes up in the 1957 legislature?

My home formerly was in E,..F..,That’s in legislative district number o

Let's look at the names inside the map to find the name of the Senator who
voted "no! in 1955, It was Senator X.




MRS,

Get

LEADER:

MRS,

A,:

LEADER?

MRS,

MRS,

R.!
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' MEETING, page 2
I know him well, He's an ula family friend,

Would you want to send him a copy of "Well,.."?
I'd 1like very much to write him and send him a book,

Will you also ask him to read, if he has not already doneso, his copy of
"The State You're In" which the state board sent him very recently: This
book, as you know, contains the answers, the reasonc why Minnesota's con-
stitution needs revising,

(not yet a member, her first meeting) My husband knows Senator Y in dis~
trict which has no League and & '"no" vote, He plays golf with him,

This is too muchl He's one of the strongest opponents of constitutional
revision, If you'll look on page 29 of Democracy Denied... I have it hers,,
meybe we can see why he is 80 opposed to revision. He represents a highly
over~represented area and because he can now do so well by all his consti-~
tuents that is perhaps the reason he wants nothing changed, Would you teke
my copy of'"State Youlre In!" for your husband to regd? Do you think he would
talk to Senator Y? That is, if after reading 1t he agrees with us that itls
time for constitutional convention.

I'm sure he will talk to him about it if I can sell the idea to him, They
are very good friends, At least they can have a good argument, ;

I know Senator Y's wife. We worked together at the hospital for a short
time, 1I'll send her & copy of "Well,.,,." |

This is amazingly good luck, Is's the one in this vicinity who badly needs
"sof tening." He's a powerful person in his district and in the Senate,
Mrs, G., would you also send her a Voter repiint, the "4 F!s" and ask her
to ask him if he'!s read his copy of the "State You're In"? (Mrs. G.gilggled
and nodded yes with some hesitancy).

Our own Senator voted against the constitutional ccnvention bill in 1955,
Who knows him well enough to ask him what he plans to do when it comes up
in the legislature again?

I know him quite well, I!11 call him,

Would you point out to him that 59% of his constituents in X County voted
lyes" on Amendment 3 in the 1955 election, As welve said, passage of

this smendment was a mandate from the people to give them the right to

vote on this question, Maybe you could tactfully suggest that by this time
undoubtedly the percentage would be higher and perhape he cen!t afford to
overlook egain the expressed wish of his constituents? You might also
guggest that insemuch as ite in both party platforms it would seem he
should support such & bill,

= shall do a2ll that and I'1l ask him if hels read "The State You're In,"

Who here knows the local political party heads =~— those lifelines of
Jtate politics to the legislators?

I'11l talk to Mrs, H.ess, Repvdiican Chairwoman.,
I'11 see Mrs, W.es., Democratic Chairwoman,

My church group is always looking for good programs, Maybe I can use some
of this material,
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If you have someone in the group who reads well, the reading of "Well,.,.."
is an excellent program in itself, It is cleverly written and easily read,
Also, you could call on our speakers bureau if for some reason you'd rather
not do it yourself, The state office will let you use a copy of the new
20 minute chalk talk, "The Discontented Constituent." This also would be
an excellent program for PTA, service groups etc. Then, too, there is the
new sound film, "A Very Huzcr-us Story" which cen be rented by organizations
for $3.00 plus postage and inmcance, This is a documentary type film, ex~
tremely well donse, the best possible means of selling the need for constitu-
tional revision. (All but one made notes on these materials,)

My huitbend is a Rotarian, I'll ask him about supplying them a program,

Show him page 29 of "The State Youlre In" if heis not sold on our program,
That will sell any buwiness man, Who here knows the AAUW legislaiive chalr-
man?

1f11 take some of these things to her and to the Business and Professional
Women's legislative chairman.

I'l]l see what I can do with Kiwanis,

Shall I ask the publications chairman to send for enough coples of the In-
structions Sheets for sach of our units to have them? They!re free from the
state office and full of ideas, (The group thought this should be done.)

Time has run out and we haven't written the legislators while here as we had
planned. Letters writfen Jjust before, or as early as possible in, the leg-
islate seseion will have the most effect, Will as many of you as can, do it
as soon &s possible at home? Maybe we can squeeze that in at our next meet-
ing for those who weren't here today and weill have the Instructions Sheet=
for them, Before we go, do any of you know of opposition to constitutional
revision by the convention method? Think about 1t and let the constitution-
8l revision chairman, Betty _ , know what you hear, And by the way, do
you all have the new Lobby by Letter insert (15¢) which is a digest of our
entire program? It is particularly important for you tc have the three pink
ghests devoted to constitutional convention —~— our case in a nutshell,

Thank you1 all, I de {:el really set up by what the few of us will be able
to accomplish.
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