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Date 1Y 15 1956 MEA Clipping Bureau

Convention Urged b i
on Revision of |
State Constitution League of Women to

Minnesotans are being ‘“‘de-

Review Constitution

when-the legislature refuses to

call a convention to revise the A brief review of action taken|[for the day — the first at 12:45
state constitution, State Sen, and action contemplated on the|p. m. at the home of Mrs. Arnold
Elmer Andersen, St. Paul, said “Constitutional Revision” pro-|Aslakson, Saga Hill, and the se-
Friday. gram of the League of Women|cond at 7:45 p. m. at the Talbot
Andersen called the legisla- Voters will be a Part orthe first{Jones home on Casco Point.
ture’s position “absolutely un- fall meeting of the Mound group|Members are requested to note
tenable.” Tuesday. “the new times.”

DURING THE 1955 session, Two meetings are scheduled

f'

»

= A call has gone out for new

the state senate voted against < members who will be acquainted |
submitting an amendment to with the League’s program on}
voters on the question of a Constitutional Revision, Empha
constitutional convention, as sis will be put on the “Home|
provided in the constitution. Rule” section, recommending

Andersen, long a backer of greater local control for munici-
constitutional revision, ad- palities,
dressed a session on the final Commitiee members for CR
day of the biennial council are Mrs. John French, chairman,
meeting oi" the Minnesota and Mary T. Littlejohn and Mrs.
1{*.1(:11» of Women 1\ Voters at William deWinter. ¢
Leamington hotel. | Women interested in jpining

THE SENATE said- Minne- |the League are asked to calleith- |
sota’s government could be er Mrs. Aslakson at Iui[ound 512 or
greatly improved by cutting Mrs. Jones, Gr. 1-9069.
“obsolete material” from the
constitution and making the
document "a shortened and
simplified” statement of prin-
ciples,

Outdated features in the - e

document which hamper legis- A *black mark” against
lative operations, Andersen Minnesota’s legislators,
said, mQ,]Ll(le the 90-day limit 1hmks }I'ﬂold Schoelkor;r nl‘
on sessioys, pravision for only : w2 the St
biennial Yesgions and the re- . % Cloud Times
quirement that revenue bills MEA Clipping Bureau : .. is thel[\way
originate only in the houge of o, LI . & they |Klefy
representatives. NEW RICHLAND STAR ¥ the consti-
tution which
Ol should rule
Date_ ~~ _ us all.”_The

SR i [:
LEAGUE OF WOMEN | }Je;&ue 0
VOTERS MEET OCT. 9 | W0 m ¢ n

The League of Women Voters : VO,LQI.’S is
{will meet Tuesday evenimg, Octo-| | trying to
ber 9, at the home of MTs. George S acquaint the
Clunis. The program will be gn Schoelkop people with
| the Amendments and the candi- d tHiutional
| dates in ine i the need for constitutiona
ldates in #ee=coiming election. revision and reapportions

ment. The new 1957 legisla-

ture, he ggpeg may be the

one with" “the mo_ral back-
bone to do what ifs pred:»
cessors have failed to do.

>

e
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$EPTEMBL\£{ 27, 1956 When he saw the multitudes, he was moved with com-
i - - Sl A e TV mr 0 -2
'In October, The Cass Lake passion on them. (Matthew 9:36)
Times will publish the pro- % * # *
posed amendments to the
"Ef?iiljiu.}uflofl o _Minnesc_ata,| The pnﬂg Eﬂ r“\\ Our Father, we ask Thee to
e VoiLe o [ ;
tion of "Isttle:gj:}\n nlqthe eigu FOR TODAY FROM x grant to each of us the com-
: : sday, [November Ot e A% nacs i ark ;
6th. Every ecitizen who in-| Che Upper Roomie § %4 passion that so marked our
tends to vote should read| Lord. May our lives be filled with love for men a.nd.wmne-rj |
these proposed amendments | that we may long to help them. _In the name of Him who
over very carefully. ! taught us to pray, “Our Father who art in heaven .
\] Amen.”
ABSENTEE BALLOTS P * =
i {als
If yeu can not be in your
voting precinet on November
the 6ih, apply NOW for akb- Toughest Job for Voters |
sentee ballot _ _ . AR o
S OT'S m il . Most pe.:a;_i]‘e who read this edltg_m_l ia] cm.b’go({d, _(..(111:.'({11“1.
dents at MBLVICEmen, St“' tious citizens. They approach next _I\uvemhel s ballot with a
?e?_ h. at’t_emhn;: college, in- keen sense of their own r'esponml)lh‘g}‘ as \-‘oli.ml's. And ye_t we
ya lds“iff-.\’ﬂmz‘. who knows wonder how many of these good citizens will have the forti-
e thaf he will not be able tude and endurance to wade through the long text and ex- |
to vote in his regular voting planation of the three proposed state constitutional amend- |
pr(‘-icmct. on election day. ments published in today’'s Messenger.
NHEN ? JOW! Sl ) :
no dea;]]in'e Q)Q\g]}‘trh?’e ne The whole works makes quite a legal mouthful. It's
€ r Ry . - . - m - . - -
ballot excent f[} =i ‘“Jn.n.u’ _a enough to give anybody mental indigestion. This is guite a
time L\; ]l 1 .}‘1'1- enough task the 1955 legislation assigned the voters of Minnesota.
to %1?11 11..‘_.. et h"“"?_d for one And yet the success or failure of these three amendments |
rotie - t}:fltd;.l ‘tpph_"_atl””-‘.t‘} has a lot to do, right in and around Marshall, with thefkind
| th 011‘1” td- o i to receive of roads we drive on, the kind of justice we get in courfj and
l 15350;‘];;1%?5“1‘{;—6“! 1‘&‘11_L=1‘11dt!:e the kind of state and local taxes we're asked to pay.
4 L election day. . i 5 K =
WHERE? Write to the THAT'S WHY WE ASK you to study and understand |
Office of the County Auditor, these three amendments. 1 heir fate may well ]Imye more to |
Walker, Minnesota. do with the state’s welfare than who is elected governor. And |

WHAT? Simply write remember, above all, this one I\'e}' .fact: \'.n.u_can't _!Je_z I'Et‘l%i.l'&l.l |
| to the above address and ask on these :_\n'uarnin}ents if you g0 to the polls at .:1“. If you go to |
| for an application for an ab- the polls, vote for Ike or Adlai, and 10;1\-'3_ the ‘cll"l]t‘]'l(llnl..’lll_ I
sentee ballot. Give your ballot blank, you've actually voted NO on all three amlen_d-l

: ments. To pass, an amendment must receive a Yes vote irom

ne —1 . W=tty - 7o .
;:&giss‘\' (_)El anifi‘;jﬁil u\]gt{ﬁ]‘_ a majority of all people who show up at the polls.
dress to which you wish the Now for what's in these three amendments. We think |
application and ballot sent. vou should vote Yes on all three. We think passage of every
Full information will be i one will be a big boost to good government. But you've got
included with the form as to to make up your own mind. Listen to the arguments and’ then
how it is to be filled out. decide for yourself. Here’s why we are going to vote Yes on
When you receive the hallot, all three: I
?frucstlil:;:iq 1(:111311[113“ t‘h‘? e No. 1_This is extremely complex. It represents a com-|
where to v _‘ Li’ R 10 plete '“fﬂi‘"@fﬁ}fz‘tu] of the state’s judicial system. It’s designed to
re to vote, how to verify modernize our courts. It gets rid of a lot of obsolete pro-
the vote and where to re- visions in the present constitution and clears the way 'i'na'|
turn the ballot. more efficient and economical administration of justice.
DON'T TOSE YOUR VOTE 4 e Fe . %
ON NOVEMBER 6TH ! ! THE AMENDMENT has the full support of the state|
= & bar association. Ask your lawyer about it. If he’s on the ball, |

he should be able to give you a good explanation. So far as
we know, the amendment has no opposition. i

No. 2—This amendment will make more money from |
state vasoline and auto license taxes available for county
roads, township roads, and city and village streets. It lumps
all revenue from these two state taxes into one fund and
divides it 62% to state highways, 29% to counties, including
townships and municipalities under 5,000 people, and 9% to
municipalities over 5,000 population.

This amendment is the product of two years of careful
study by a.group made up partly of legislators and part-
ly of representatives of highway users. The amendment
also marks the culmination of a ten-year effort fo get
more money for country roads. Only this time state high-
way people and their friends favor the amendment. It cuts
the state highways’ share of gas and autoe license taxes, but
the big new federal aid program is providing a lot of new
money for state highways.

Again, this amendment has no organization opposition.
The state highway department, automobile association, truck-
ers, county commissioners, league of municipalities all urge
vou to vote Yes. It will help us a lot in this area.

No. 3—This amendment will make about $8,000,000 in |
new money available to Minnesota public schools and the
University without costing us a cent in‘additional taxes.
That is because this portion of iron ore tax income is now be- |
ing salted away in trust funds, which are subject to the ero-|
sion of inflation and which pay only a small amount of inter-
est anyhow. |

EVERY MAJOR organization concerned with schools
has endorsed this amendment. This includes the school board |
association, the teachers, and citizens committees for eduea- |
tion. Taxpayers groups also favor the amendment. Republican
and D-F-L, parties have both endorsed it, and both Ancher|
Nelsen and Gov. Freeman are urging a Yes vote. |

Some scattered individuals oppose the idea. They say
we should continue to buy U. S, government bonds with this
$8,000,000 per year in iron ore tax money and use only the
mterest for our schools. They favor saving this iron ore in-
come for the future, but they forget that inflation robs these
savings of purchasing power and that taconite is changing
our iron ore industry from something that will yun out in
another generation to secmething that will go on forever with
more employment than ever before. -

One thing is sure. If this amendment fails and the state |
doesn’t get this extra $8,000,000 to help educate our voune-
sters, the legislature will have to find the same $8,000,000
somewhere else. And the only other place to go is higher |
taxes on your pocketbook. i T
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Proposed Constitutional Amendments

The proposed amendments of the
Constitution of Minnesota are pub-
lished in this issue of the New York
Mills Herald. They are appearing
in this issue, and in next week's
issue, as legal advertising of the
state of Minnesota.

They are being published so that |

all volers can see and read these
amendments before the date of the
general election in November.

In order to become state law,
these amendmenis must receive
over 50 per cent of the total vote
cast in the election.

In other words, if 1,000,000 voles

are cast in the general election,
an amendment must receive af
least 500,001 votes to become law.

If pnly 900,000 of these voters vote
on the amendments, they will still
require at least 500,001 votes to be
come law. The amendments must
receive a majority of the number
of votes cast in the whoie election.
a majority of the number of people
who accepled ballots in the election.
to become law — not just a ma
jority who voted on the proposed
amendments,

This is often confusing to voters:
but In eff ct, it means that the
unlendnlentr?‘.?znust receive over 50
per cent affirmative voles of all
the people who cast ballots.

And, if a person fails to vete on

‘the amendment ballot it is the same
as voting no.

Perhaps this last paragraph is the

one that we should bear in mind
and not be too concerned with the

other technicalities: failure to vote |

on the amendment ballot is the
Isame as voting NO.

ments. No. 1 relates {o the judicial
| power of the state. No. 2 relates
|to the change in distribution of
highway gas tax funds. No. 3 re-
lates to the use of iron ore occu-
pation tax and its use for current
school needs.

Information on proposed amend-
ments 2 and 3 has been issued in
| these columns previously.

An effort is being made through-
out the state by bipartisan groups
. to have both proposed amendments
[No. 2 and 3 passed. Both of these

There are three proposed amend- |

amendments will be of value to the
people living in the rural areas as

well as in the state as a whole.
There has been little said about
Amendment No. 1 up to this point.
' At this time we are not in position
o give any further explanation on
the amendment other than that
| which appears in the completely
published form.
| Although these amendments ap
pear ponderous and “heyond
grasp,”’ they are published so that
everyone can read them — why
don’t you? i

MEA Clipping Bureau
WELLS MERROR

Minnesota Needs A
New Constitution

ON NOVEMBER 6 YOU WILL

VOTE ON THREE AMEND-

MENTS TO THE MINNESOTA
CONSTITUTION

Amendment No. 3—Iron Ore Tax
Amendment
DIVERTS TO CURRENT NEEDS
OF PUWBLIC SCHOOLS AND
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
THE 50% OF THE IRON ORE
ODCCUPATION TAX NOW GOING
TO THE PERMANENT SCHOOL
TRUST FUNDS.

Divide the 50% as at present:

409 to ecurrent needs of pub-
lic schools,
10% to current needs of the

University of Minnesota,

The purpese of the proposed
amendment is to secure a distri-
ution of the proceeds of the tax
on the business of mining or pro-
duecing iron ore or other ores in
this state different from that now
provided, Under the existing sec-

1 don, 50% of the funds derived

from said tax is apportioned to
the state general revenue fund,
40% thereof is apportioned to the
permanent school fund, and 10%
thereof is apportioned to the perm-
anent University fund.

The effect of the proposed
amendment, if adopted, will be to
provide that the funds thereafter
derived from said tax shall be
used as follows:

50% to the state general reve-
nue fund,

40% for the support of elemen-
tary and secondary schools, and

10% for the general support of
the University.

Supt. Fjelstad says, “Vote YES
to Amendment No. 3.

A blank vote is counted as a |
NO vote. ,/
Wells League of Wo
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Val Bjornson—

LWY Irreverence?

MINNESOTA'S LEAGUE OF

WOMEN VOTERS 1S UNQUES-

tionably interested in the thiee.amendments to the state con-
stitution up for a referendum vote Nov, 6. The organization has

done by far the best job of sun
usual. Its sketeh of the :
letterhead sheet,
columns of lega
The women are more i
stitution
time for
vear-old
know
e of Women
g to be accused of
Irreverence
proach to aur
they
implica
tone whi
80 thorou
simply tell
1857 convention—how
aciually met as a {
how Repub an Den
erats, split just about I‘\f‘I]\
glowered at each other
hot summer weeks
frontier S
comm
rival camp
on a compromise dr
two varving versions were never
fully reconciled as i
errors they contained

MENTIONING TH
constitution i i
of reverence prope
for the "qlmw' !
liberties," the : ‘onstitii-
tion, ie:l‘.'r s ~W|m ]‘l* by any
comparison of the histor
backgrounds of the two con-
ventions, the one in Philadel-
phia in 1787 and the other in
wt, Paul in 185T.

On amsendeenls -
three to "k\!' vioted 1
weeks [rory Tuesd
the really psertinen
any discussion
tion now—the
shar

I.,('I s call ving
to. make things right by con-
finualiy attempting amend-
ments, It vou don't like the

amarizing the three proposals, as
lights occupies a Q«'WE.T”
1r.!(1,’=,lj e type, rather than

revising the con=-
'rent week as the
hooklet on the state's 99.
the tone, “Well, what d'va

istitution !

, you can't design a better

imply by putting sleeves

t! Constitutional re-

amendment is long,
ponderous and costly!”

BUSINESS OF RE-

constitution “he-

all of us,” savs the

Women Voters bro-

Then it explains “here’s

s done: First we elect

and women to represent

at a convention to look at

* ponstitution as a whole and

it as a whole. Then

the constitution

you, 1o allow you to

j it. But your leg-

ire the only ones who

p you eall for this con-
tional convention.”

e ease with which amend-
tis were adopted, up to
98, is {iraced. Since {hat

time, it hasn't been enough to
get a majority of all votes
cast on a mendment stubmit-
be a majority

votes polled in the elec-

any one or all three

pending amendments

rv by a landslide vote.

Some proposed change may,

[ example, receive a hop-

2-to0-1 r‘I|'.|-_,|1 a vote ;'\f

4 to 250.000 “"No.”

4 million and

votes next month, as is

that margin will be far

An amend-

to carry under such eir-

cumstances, must receive more
than 750,000 “Yes” votes,

Do You Know The Amendmen%.s?

When you go to the polls Tuesday, November 6,
will you know what the proposed constitutional
amendments are all about?

The League of Women Voters has briefed the
three amendments as a public service and has asked
newspapers of the state to publish their bulletin.

We are happy to co-operate. Here are the amend-
ments —

1. Judicial Amendment provides for the follow-
ing:

% Supreme, district and probate judges re-
quired to be attorneys (except judges now in of-
fice): legislature may set requirements for other
judges.

% Justice of peace courts removed from constitu-
tion.

+ Legislature may create such minor dburts and
judicial offices as it thinks necessary.

w Legislature shall provide for electm‘n retire-
ment and removal, if incapacitated, of judges.

+ Six-year term for all judges; however, term
ends if judge files for a non-judicial elective office.

% Supreme or district court judges may hold no
state or federal office other than a reserve military
commission.

+ No judge required to run for election until at
least one year after appointment to a vacancy,

+ Supreme court may appoint a clerk (now
elected) and other necessary employees, may meet
at places other than the capital, and shall have not
less than six nor more than eight associate justices.

+ District court duties may be extended, boun-
daries may be set by the legislature (providing no
judge's office can be abolished during his term),
judges may perform duties of another district judge
or of a supreme court justice; and there shall be
two or more judges in each district.

+ Probate court duties may be extended and
there shall be one or more judges in each district.

2. Highway Amendment:

+ Creates a highway user tax distribution fund
from the net proceeds of the motor vehicle and gas-
oline taxes, to be divided as follaws:

62 per cent — trunk highway ' fund.

29 per cent — county state-aid highway fund.

9 per cent — municipal state-aid street fund
(for cities, villages, and boroughs having popula- |
tions of 5,000 or more.) '

(At the present time, all of the motor vehicle
and two-thirds of the gasoline tax revenue go to-
ward trunk highways. The other one-third of the
gasoline tax revenue goes toward county roads.) |

+ Permits legislation to apportion 5 per cent
of net proceeds of distribution fund to any one or
more of the three funds after January, 1963.

3. Iron Ore Tax Amendment:

+ Diverts to current needs of public schools and
University of Minnesota the 50 per cent of the
iron ore occupation tax now going to the permanent
school and University trust funds.

+ Divides the 50 per cent as at present:

40 per cent to current n of public schools.

10 per cent to current needs of the University of
Minnesota.
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Minnesota Needs A
New Constitution

L

N
- u L'
ON NOVEMBER 6 YOU® WILL
VOTE ON THREE AMEND-
MENTS TO THE MINNESOTA
CONSTITUTION
Amendment No. 2
Highway Amendment
This amendment creates a high-
tax distribution fund
net proceeds of the mo-
and gasoline taxes to
follows:
the trunk highway

29% into the county state-aid

highway fund
9% into the munieipal state-aid

street fund

This amendment also permits
legislature to apportion 5%
the net proceeds of the distri-
bution fund to any one or more of
funds after January,

amendment will give cities
5000 money for streets that
don’t now have, It also will
ride a fair share of the funds
county use, and it will leave
1igh money in the state high-
fund to take advantage of
al money that will be allo-
‘ed for the new interstate high-
way system. 'Even cities under
5000, which aren't ineluded in the
i division will benefit from
the money allocated to counties.
E. Ray Cory, Austin, president
of the Minnesota State Automo-
bile Association, and who heads
a joint committee of trucking and
contracting industries, shippers,
| and private motor car users, urges
passage of this amendment. He
| says, “The amendment provides
the only opportunity many of us
will see in our lifetime for settling
the Minnesota highway controver-
sy.”
Remember—A blank vote is
counted as=a=NO0 vote. |
Wells Leag“u.e of Women Voters i.... -
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Candidates
At League
Meet, Mon.

The Was I

League i

v OINn-
speeial

their
held at

of W
is planoing—a—sp
‘ite moeting for

-Einul to be

liby .,l!' v

nexd Men-
Im.

the place of

ld in recent

public is invited to

Members of New

Leapue will aiso ba

20dn ey

oy .
state rep-

and
resentalive ase Coun-
Ly, have bLeen invited. or Iv-
en and William Byron, Re-
lican and  DFL chairmen,

ill give a brief run down of
---nm....t- 2king office at the
.\lr- 1, their qualifieations

ience,

amendments to be
the November elzc
be Henry Gallagher on

{ \L, 1, Emerson

nent No. 2 and
‘.‘.'. 1-,11,111;_:0;' on Amend-
1 Mo, 3.

Also inwvited are
dates for the office of counts
commissioner There are con-

three districts. In dis-

omposed of New Rieh-
n and Otisco the can. !
( are Roy Arnfelt and
James Madison; Distriet III
made up of third ward Wase=a
Blooming Grove and Woodville
townships, has J, B. Lege and
Martin Lwer ‘as  candidates.
Seeking office in distriet V,
from Waldorf, Freedom and
Wilton towlghips are Edward
"»e'J'.'h- and ['f"uus!, Margquardt.

ceting will be open
and discussion.
hour will follow.

Cxplainin

'r! on in

the candi-

for
ions
,-‘\_ coffee

MEA Clipping Bureau
835 Palace Bldg., Minneapolis 1

BEMIDJI DAILY PIONEER

Date
Viotérs Institute

To Be Held on
Monday Evening

A voters institute and candi-
dates meeting will be held in
St Philip’s audilorium Monday
evening at 8 o’clock sponsorec
py the Bemidji League of Wom
en Voters.

Representative Elmer BS
lund and Roberi B. Kohl,
contending candidate in
62nd legislative distriet, have
accepted invitations to 1}*‘(‘\‘[’_;}1
{heir views on various issues 1n-
cluding conservation, taxes and
education, ‘

Di. ‘A, 'C. Clark; BSTC facul

m, mber wd John Schuiling

. Bemidji high school faeul
‘L\' \\111 serve as moderators,

" The three amendments to bt
voted on at the November e€lec-
tion will also be discussed ai nd a
pox for guestions and time m::

moderators anaé
will b provided.

] serv-4
puib-

rg-
the
the

answers for
candidates
Coffee angd cookies w 11 he
ed Lu‘tn m etin The
lic is urged to atts nd 1 by lea
members.

gue
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WEST\CONCORD
ENTERPRISE

DNate

To Vote On Three
Amendments Nov. 6

Last week and this week the com-
plete text of the three Amendments
to be voted on at the General Elec-
tion, Nov. 6, are found in the Enter-
prise. You should study these very
carefully before voting on them to
see whether you favor voting “Yes”
for them. If you do not vote gn thbw
:I's' the same as voting “No”. -

The League of Women Voters of
Minnesota have provided us with a
condensed form of the three amend-
ments, giving what each amendment
provides for. Py
; The only one the Enterprise isn't
just too sure about is No. 1. It looks
to us as if here’s another move to
centralize our judicial into the hands

|of a few people. Anyway read thei‘r;.
|over and study them for yourself.
| 1. Judicial Amendment— Provides for
_ the following: .
SWpreme, district and probate jud-
4#es required to be attorneys [except
judges now in officel; legislature may
sef requirements for other judges. b
_Justice of peace courts :‘v;‘.tmed
from constitution.

| courts and judicial offices as it thinks
necessary.

Legislature shall provide for elec-
tion, retirement and removal, if in-
| capacitated, of judges.

ILegisl;uuz‘P shall provide for elec-
tion; retirement and removal, if in-
| capacitated, of judges.

Six-year term for all judges: how-
ever, term ends if judge files for a
non-judicial elective office.

Supreme or district court judges
may hold no state or federal office
other than a reserve military com-
mission.

] No Judge required to run for elec-
11:)_:1 until at least one vear after ap-
pointment to a vaeancy.

Supreme court may appoint a clerk
[now elected] and other r
emplovees, may meet at j
than the capital, and shall
less

e

District coun
tended, boundaries may be set by the
I_(_‘-_rgiﬁ;]&mrtl [providing no ju s of-
fice can be abolished during his term]
judges may perform duties of anoth-
er district judge or of a supreme
court justice: and there shall be two
or more judges in each district.

Probdte court duties may be ex-
yer;ciod and there shall be o7 2
judges il} each distrief.

2. !If,’.{i!“‘:\_\' Amendment—

Creates a highway user tax distri-
bution fund from the net proceeds of
the motor vehicle and gasoline taxes,
to be divided as follows:

62% trunk highway fund, 29%

county state-aid highway fund,
9% municipal state-aid street

fund [for cities, villages, and bor-

oughs having populations of 5,-
000 or morel.

[At the present time, all of the
motor vehicle and 2/3 of the gaso-
line tax revenues go toward trunk
highways. The other 1/3 of the gas-
oline tax revenue goes toward county
roads. ] :
A Permits legislature to apportion
2% of net proceeds of distribution
fund to any one or more of the three
funds after January, 1963.

B lron-()re Tax Amendment—

Diverts to current needs of public
schools and U of M the 50% of the
iron-ore occupation tax now going to
the permanent school and University
trust funds. ;s

Divides the 50% as at present: 40%
to current needs of public schools,
109% to current needs of the Univers-
ity of Minnesota.

MEA Clipping Bureau

WAHST ST, PAU
BOOSTER GLOBR

_The local League.of Women|
Voters upit will distribute ™fly-|
ers®€ontaining information on
the three state amendments at
the candidate rally, Monday,
Oct. 22, at the high school cafe-
teria.

Voters throughout the state
._\yi[l vote on the amendments at
‘the Nov. 6 general election. It

1s it thinks necessary.

Legislature shall provide for
slection, wetirement and remov—l
al, if incapacitated, of judges. y

Six-year term for all _']udgcs:'(
however, term ends if judge
files for a non-judicial elective
office.

Supreme or district court
judges may hold no state or
federal office other than a ye-
serve military commission.

No judge required to run for
election until at least one year
after appointment to a vacancy.

Supreme court may appoint a
clerk (now elected) and other
necessary employees, may meet
at places other than the capital,
and shall have ndt less than six
nor more than eight associate
justices.

Distriect court duties may be
extended, boundaries may be
set by the legislature (provid-
ing no judge’s office can be
abolished during his term),
judges may periorm duties of
another district judge or of a
supreme court justice; and there
shiall be two or more judges in
each district.

Probate court duties may be
extended and there shall be
one or more judges in each dis-
trict.

® 2. Highway Amendment.

Creates a highway user tax|
fund from the net proceeds ofl|
the motor vehicle and galoline |
taxes, to be divided as follows:

82 % —trunk highway fund,

299% —county state-aid high-
way fund,

99% — municipal state - aid
street fund (for cities, villages,
and boroughs having popula-
tions of 5,000 or more).

(At the present time, all of
the motor vehicle and 2/3 of
the gasoline tax revenues g0
toward trunk highways. The
other 1/3 of the gasoline fax
revenue goes toward county
roads.)

Permits legislature to appor-
tion 5% of net proceeds of dis-
tribution fund to any one or
more of the three funds after
January, 1963.

@ No. 3. Iron-Ore Tax Amend-
ment.

Diverts to current needs of
public schools and Universily
of Minnesota the 50% of the
iron-ore occupation tax DOW
going to the permanent school
and University trust funds,

Divides the 50% as at pres-
ent:
40% to currefilf meeds of pub-
lic schools,

10% to current needs of the
University of Minnesota.




Here's Amendment Information

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota
have prepared a mailingi piece which explains
thoroughly the three amendments to the Minne-
sota constitution which you will vote on at the
November 6 elections. The league has provided
this factual information as a public service to help
vou make a decision for or against these three
amendments.

In case you have not seen one of these informa-
tion ste vou might take time out to look over
a condensed version which we reprint here in our
editorial columns,
1 JUDICIAL
following:

* Supreme, district and probate judges re-
quired to be attorneys (except judges now in
office); legislature may set requirments for other
judges.

* Justice of peace courts removed from con-
stitution,

* Six-year term for all judges;
term ends if judge files for a non-judicial elective

office,

AMENDMENT, which provides

the

however,

Supreme court may appoint a clerk (now

elected) and other necessary employess, may
at places other than the capital and shall have
less than six nor more than eight associate jt
2 HIGHWAY AMENDMENT

* Creates highway user

fund the proceeds of the vehicle
and gasoline taxes, to be divided as follows: 62 per
cent to the trunk highway fund; 29 per cent to the
aid highway fund; and 9 cent to
municipal and state-aid street funds (for cities, vil-
lages and boroughs having populations of 5,000 or
. At the present time, all of the motor vehicle
ax revenues go to-

distribution

motor

tax

froim net

county state- per

more)
and two-thirds of the gasoline
ward trunk highways. The other one-third of the
gasoline tax revenue goes toward county roads.

3 IRON-ORE TAX AMENDMENT,

* Diverts to current needs of public schools
and the University of Minnesota the 50 per cent of
the iron-ore occupation tax now going to the per-
manent school and University trust funds.

* Divides the 50 per cent as at present: 40
per cent to current needs of public schools; 10 per
cent to current needs of the University of Minn-
esota,

MEZA Clipping Burean
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Date {

——-—-——-_______

Amendments
0 Constitution

Will Be Voted On
At General Election

Three amendments to the Minne-
SO0la constitution will be voted upon |
the general election next Nox.

municipal
fund (f
!_hrr'f.'ll_
5,000 or
(At the preser

tor

tion 5¢ n
bution fund
| Failure to \mC elthm way will be 3::9 A
| count ted as a ‘‘no” vote, the League S
-flli \\rnm_gl_l_ Voters l‘I'inh:i"l.’(“f Tie
no Vole counts as a 'ne’ vote” re-
| minder is especially important in
.Hili‘h as Owatonna, Austin
St. Paul, where voting ma-
are used.

I'he record show that there are |

3 Iron-ore
® Diverts
public
Minnesota the

Tax

sehaools
1 I'i"]l'H
and

chines

oceupalion
permanent
trust fu

LS failures to vote in precincts ]JI\WI‘ s
ha ving vot ing machines than there
are in areas where pencil and bal- |
10U are used.

ctual information as a public

ice is provided on the three

pro prms_d amendments by the Lea-
l“.llf‘ ‘:u help voters make a deci-
|s1on for or against any or all of

[the amendments,

i.l.f’.“.rl].)l\.‘if_'ti Amendment One the.l

| .|11r11‘c-1:11‘ amendment,”" provides

| for '.10 following ; |
¢ Supreme, distriet and o

Juri;_,r-a.'rer[nuod to [iJr-”‘.: F.)n;j:;l\trz
(exceptiijudges now in office )i |l'_’°’

|1a!aturn imay set requirements for

{other judges.
* Jl_istir-t'-
moved from constitution_
.0 Legislature may erea
minor
as it

40%; to cu

1077

of peace courts
te

courts and judieial ¢

thinks necessary.
Legislature shall provide for
ction; retirement and
incapacitated, of judges.
® Six-year term for all judeny:
‘.Hu‘,'e\'er, term ends if judee files
for a non-judicial emrm e
¢ Supreme
Judges may hold no
al office other than a reserve m'li-
commniission.

0 No [ud;\o required fo
lection unti]

removal,

office
or oot

feder-

tary
run for
one yesl

] ‘lppnm.mfmi to g v

Supreme coi

acanevy.
II r\\, g 0

ry may
‘hf:_..

not

: meet
er
have
more than e
* District
nded,
the

eapital,
than noy
‘hit ociate justices.
court duties may be
: h‘[Jl!!‘,'.']zH‘i(": may bo‘ set
legislature {providing no
s office can be abo] ished dur-
ing his-term), judges may perform
“.Il“‘-\ of another di striet judge or
supreme’ court _1115:[1'}-0:. and
shall be two or more Judges
In each district. s
# Probate court duties niay he
extended and shall ‘be ¢ .
re judges in each di strict
Highway Amendment :
& .(_-fi-'.rl\*‘.k a. highway: user ‘tax
tribution fund from the net pro-
ceeds of the motopiehicle and sas.
taxes, -to he divided as hml—

shall i
Six

a5t

by
jude

3
Lnere
one

trunk
colnty

highway fund
slate-aid highway
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NOTES AND COMMENT /7
ja L;-*f v By V.EL

b

|

|
The Constitutional Three changes in the con- |
Amendments stitution of the State of
Minnesota are to be voted
upon at the coming general election. The|
chapters of the constitution as proposed to be |
amended have been printed in full in all the|
newspapers of the state under the direction |
of the Attorney General. As they are volumi- |
nous and appear in fine type it is not likely |
that many voters will wade through them to |
note the changes proposed. For that reason |
it is well to read and heed a well edited |
synopsis, and we will publish such in this|
column.,

We will begin in this issue on Amendment
No. 2. This is an issue that has decupied the
public mind a good deal down through the
years—namely, an equitable division of the
gas tax, between the different types of roads
in the state,

Amendment No. 2 is the direct result of a
two-year study conducted by a 28-man com-
mission, on which were representatives of
counties, cities and statewide organizations in-
terested in better roads and streets. All these
varying interests agreed that Amendment No.
2 is needed to give Minnesota a balanced pro-
gram of improvement on all roads and streets.

EACTS ON AMENDMENT NO. 2

Amendment No. 2 on the election ballot this fa
proposes to change the present distribution of high
way funds in Minnesota, At the present time, stat
trunk highways get all the license plate fees an
% of thé gas taxes, counties get of the gas taxes
muni_ci{)ahties get nothing for business access and
srterial streets,

The amendment proposes:

(1) To put all highway taxes into one fund (in-
stpia_d of having two separate funds as at pres-
ent.)

(2) g‘o _divide this one fund on the following

asis:
B2% to state trunk highways

4 29% to counties and municipalities wnder
t 5000 population
v 9% to cities oyver 5000 ponulation ___....
Reason for the ‘‘cut-off” as 5000 was that few|
municipalities under 5000 have an engineer to pianl
and program use of the money. Also, Federal Aid
is established at the 5000 population figure . and
for the same reason. 2 e
Other Reasons Why You Should (1) The amend-
Vete “Yes™” on Amendment No. 2 ment  will put
: . . Minnesota’s m\'nr
highway house in order so the state will be able to
galn maximum benefit from the new federal high-
way program. |

the am_e_;__n_d-mf_:qt d_?es net pass, l,t&gifg -&00d,

reason'its believe the legislature may lowei:r license
plate fees and raise the gas tax (as a quick method
of getting more funds for county roads . . . their
present % share of the gas tax.) This, of course,
would do nothing for cities . . . certainly would not
answer the highway problem.

(3) This is the fairest distribution of highway
funds ever put into an amendment, because the
distribution is based on study, on facts, en putting
the money where the needs are.

(4) Amendment No. 2 is mpose-than just 2 new
distribution of highway funds. It contains many
sound highway principles which sef the framework
for efficient road and street building in the years

ahead.




#*#These percentages were arrived at through a
highway needs study conducted by the Automotive
Safety Foundation of Washington, D. C.. the fore-
most highway study experts in the nation. In each
instance, the percentage is adequate to meet the
needs on a 15-year program,

A Lee-Way To Lawmakers (3) To allow the
Is Permitted legislature, once |
every six years,
to take 5% of the one fund to adjust any inequities |
that may appear or to take care of changing condi- U
tions and changing needs. ¢ :
*For example, total revenues in Minnesota_mje |
now roughly 8t-nillion dollars a vear. 5% of this is
4 million, wh’nb‘a\)uld be apportioned among all |
three categories, 4. ang two or given entirely to one, |
‘depending on needs, ‘The balance of 76 million would r
be divided 62-29-9, I
To Provide a More (4) To establish provisions for!!|
Workable Formula efficient cooperation between| |
Of Distribution counties and state, counties and |
cities, cities and state and counties and townships.
(5) To remove from the constitution the present |
antiquated formula for distributing highway fimds |1
to counties and to replace it with legislation based ||
on sound highway factors. The present formu'1ix
limits any ecounty to a maximum of 3% of the func
available to all counties or a minimum of 34 of 1% .
regardless of what the county’'s needs are. o
How County Funds *The new formula being sughflJ
Would Be Divided &gested would divide the coun-
ties 29% on the following fae-

tors:

90% on the basis of money needs (what the
eounty actually needs in the way of money for roads
above and beyond what if can reasonably raise hy |
local levy.) J

30% on the basis of mileage

10% on the basis of motor vehicle registration. (

10% as an equilization factor (this is a standard!
10% for nonvariable costs such as administration, |
ete.) [
*Under the amendment, the counties would re- |
eeive upwards of 9 million dollars & year more for |
roads than they are receiving at present, |

A — |

To All Limited Bond (6) To allow the statel
Issues Piyable From The le iﬁS{lili‘]lllp to 15? "‘é["
, ion dollarge in bonds
State’s Share for highway purposes |
if needed (no bonds at present). These bonds would
be retired from the states 82%. |

*No new or increased taxes are proposed under |
the amendment. |
Why the 5,000 Population The amendment also:
Limit On Municipalities *would give municipali-

ties of 5000 population and
over (by the last federal census) roughly $7,200.000 |
a year for use on business access and arterial street. 1
As noted before, municipalities receive no direct |
share of highway revenues at present, [

*The formula being suggested for distributing the |
8% (of $7,200,000) is 50% on the basis of needs and i
30% on the basis of population.

*The needs of municipalities under 5000 popula- |
tion are figured in the county needs and the money
to meet those needs is in the counties 29%, They
will receive their aid indirectly, through the county,
Reason for the ‘‘cut-off”’ as 3000 was that few
municipalities under 5000 have an engineer to plan |
and program use of the money. Also, Federal Aid
is established at the 5000 population figure ., , . and|
for the same reason.

Other Reasons Why You Should (1) The _amend-
Vote “Yes” on Amendment No. 2 ment will put

Minnesota’s own
highway house in order so the state will be able to |
gain maximum benefit from the new federal high-|
way program.

(,g#f the amendment does not pass, thergfis good

\sor8 lieve the legislaiure may lowey license
;T:tsﬂgg E:d rajse the gas tax (as a quick metm:i?-
of getting more ﬁmd?‘l for eo?n’t(y] r%.z;iss P icom

share of the gas tax. 1is, A
?vr:lﬂ?lnleo%n:lhing for cities . . . certainly would not

the highway problem. N
antss\”r}rerThi;3 ie.-g the fairest distribution of highway

int because the
sver put into an amendment, _

fllilgg"slblft‘ign ig based on study, on facts, on putting
: ney where the needs are. |

tht(etl.!)nnfh'ﬂ):am:lmenl, I]:n'o, 2 lfs st o h?élnt]auiits nmlzelzx

istributi of highway funds. any

géfxt:clibl;xig}?way principles which set the framework

for efficient road and street building in the years

ahead.

N
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L 22 1956

Candidates’ Meeting Set
Here by Women's League

Candidates. for congress,
house of representatives and county
board of commissioners
members of the Brainerd city coun-
charter commission

cil,

city

the Water

state |rington, Fred

as well as|resentative pos
|kenen, George
and | Schwendeman
and Light board will ap-

W. Schwanke, and

Gordon Gerling, seeking state rep-
R. II@]k-_

ts; and Ed.
Krueger, Walter F

and Oscar Provost, |
|county commissioner candidates.

amendments to the

Proposed
well as the

pear before residents of Brainerd _an
and Crow Wing county at a Candi-|state constifution as We _
dates’ Meeting to be held Friday, |Brainerd city char:’a-.-lz' will _h:c dis-
Nov. 2, in i'he American Legion|cussed at the meeting, with city
hall, it was announced here today.|officials expected to present their
) views on the proposed amendment
Arranged by the League..of,
Women Voters, the meeting will
Y have Miss M. Eleanor Nolan, Le LIO.I
post commander, serving as moder- |passed by the voters at the Nov.
RYOK: |6 general election, would make a
Already accep\\mg invitations to I“rl‘f.r levy possible when the needs
appear at the n\eetmg are Fred|of the city are shown to demand
Marshall and Joseph Kaczmarek, |it.
candidates for U. S. Congres: The meeting is scheduled o be-
Charles L. Halsted, Vernon A. Hcll'-ng at 8 p. m.

|the levy to 24 mills. :
| The pwnohed amendment, if

MEA Clipping Bureau
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o Iy

956-

Commmzzty Club
To Have “Voters

Service’ ngm m

Worthington  Communit ty
Club meeting will be held th
Thursday afternoon, with t?'-t,:
League of Women Voters in
charge ofthe pProcram.

Meeting will be held at 2:30. in
the community room of the cily
hall, with a board meeting preced-
ing the regular monthly meetine.

Members of the League, with
Mrs. Ermin Windschill, president,
in charge, will present a “Voters
Service” program, with Mrs. Har-
dy Rickbeil and Mrs. Robert Tol-
lefson conducting the discussion.,

William Hedeen, Mrs. John Gag-
non and Mrs. Ray Mork will pre-
sent explanations of the threet
amendments and both Republican
and Democratic candidates’ an-
swers to questionnaires will be giv-
en,

A coffee and social hour will con-
clude the meeting ~after which
members of the \}z‘*mc and Christ-
mas Basket committees will m”"t

to the tax levy law which now holds

ME/X Clipping Bureau
835 Paface Bldg., Minneapolis 1
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Court Revision:

Amendment No. 1

F the three amendments to
the state constitution which |
will be on November 6 elec- |
tion ballots, Amendment No. 1 is
probably the most important be-
cause it calls for a sorely needed
overhauling of our state judicial
structure. [

Amendment No. 1, as it will appear |
on the pink ballot election day,
reads as follows: “Shall Article
VI of the Constitution of the|
State of Minnesota, relating to
the Judicial Power of the State. |
be amended to organize, estab-|
lish, conduct and operate the
Judicial Power of the State of
Minnesota in accordance with
provisions of the Amendment
printed and published in Laws
195577

Here are the important changes
that Amendment No. 1 would
make to improve Minnesota’s
court system:

(1) Justices of the peace may be
abolished. The legislature is giv-
en the power to abolish justices
of the peace and substitute some
other form of court.

(2) Supreme court can be increased
to eight judges by legislative ac-
tion, and they shall be judges in-
stead of justices.

(3) All judges of Minnesota will
serve uniform terms of six years.

{4) Amendment requires that all
judges in the state be “learned”
(that is educated or trained) in
the law.

(5) Probate courts of counties may
be combined, or a probate judge
may be added in larger counties.

This amendment has the support
of the Minnesota State Bar Asso-
ciation, the Minnesofa League of
Municipalities, the League of Wo-
men Voters, many Chambers of
Commerce, organized labor and
both political parties. For years
the legislature and the courts
have been hampered in putting
improvements into effect. Amend-
ment No. 1 will mean an efficient,
modern-—day court system for
Minnesota.

™4 3 Iron-Ore Tax Amendment:

p
MEA Clipping /Bureas

ULEN UNION

Date. JC |

Do You Know
The Amendments?

When you go to the polls Tues-
day, Nov. 6, will you know what
the proposed constitutional a-
mendments are all about?

The League of Women Voters
of Minnesota hashriefed-the three
amendments as  a public service
and has asked the newspapers of
the state to publish their bulletin.

We are happy to co-operate.)
Here are the amendments— [
1. Judicial Amendment

for the following:

Supreme, distriet and probate
judges required to be attorneys
t judees now in office);

set requirements

provides

Justie peace courts re-
moved from constiuntion.
% Legislature may create
courts and judicial offices
thinks necessary.

sue .%

|

|

Legislature shall provide fmi
|

|

|

minor
as if

el on, retirement and removal,
if ineapacitated, of judges.

“ Six-year term for all 1udp;u=~'
however, term ends if judge files
for a non-judicial elective office.

* Supreme or district court|

es may hold no state or feder- |
‘ul office other than a reserve mili- |
tary commission.

* No judge required to run for|
election until at least one year af-
ter appointment to a vacancy.

* Supreme court may appoint a |

k (now elected) and other|

ssary employees, may meet at|
slaces other than the capital, and |
shall have not less than six nor|
more than eight associate justices. |

District court duties may be!
extended, boundaries may be set
by the legislature (providing no
j'_‘uisz‘u'»‘- office can be abolished
during his term), judges may per-
form duties of another district
judge or of a supreme court jus-
tice; and there shall be two or
more judges in each district.
2. Hichway Amendment: |

Creates a highway user tax)
distribution fund from the net|
proceeds of the motor vehicle and
pasoline taxes, to be divided as
follows: |

62 per
fund,

29 per cent -
highway fund,

9 per cent — municipal state ||
aid street fund (for cities, villag- |
es, amd boroughs having popula-
tions of 5,000 or more). [

(At the present time, all of the!
motor vehicle and two-thirds of
the gasoline tax revenue go to-
ward trunk highways. The other
one-third of the gasoline tax re-
venue goes toward county roads.)

Permits legislature to appor-
tion 5 per cent of net proceeds of
distribution fund te any one ov
more of the three funds after
January, 1963.

cent trunk highway

- county state-aid

“ Diverts to current needs ou
public schools and University of
Minnesota the 50 per cent of the

| iron-ore occupation tax now p;ong
g to the permanent school and Uni-

versity trust funds.
Divides the 50 per cent as at
present:
40 per cent to current needs of
public schools.
10 per cent to eurrent needs of
the University of Minnesota.
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And Introduce Selves

Before Women Voters

of Women Vote Mon-
“enlightefithg pre-elec-

Waseca’s active and militant League
lay ni :pearheaded ¢ interestin

day night spearheaded an i . Bl 5 e
tion volers service meeting at which state and Iln__.sl c.lcmdu 1{es
101 JLELS >, = . ciE i JOTEOT
the November election either was heard in persc
in absentia by their respective partly

in
introduced

for office
or were
.”-I"I'hc meeting at the public library was :1!.1{-‘13r!~:_i. J-':_‘-.' g
100 persons, including a goodly s:un':b(t!" of .1I1'1r-n in E-lfil.\llllltl\lkl to th
male candidates who were present to introduce themse \:_‘..I ¥l
One of the highlights of the evening was the able discus: &
of the three proposed a mc-m'i-| =
ments to the state constitution|
by men whose professions caus b
them to deal with the laws in| %W

3 - | to
- s are being pro-| :
cnanges are oeing j UG ith

chair-

nearly

all eoncerned regardless of par
interests, but reply
question, '\\'-’i’..ll_l.?
th roup if

i said, in
a that he

which
posed. . eated
i : : 6 | elected.
Numerous oquestions on th ! s
personal views of candidates on

liberal g

sed by | ROD SEARLE
p:}i‘u ,)'.‘ | 1, farming south
s also running for the

of Waseca

various issues were S
the audience, well
tiens for clarification of pl‘css‘mi e
and projected laws. ]I:‘)lscussm‘..ll h:_\. W )
at all times was on a frank and |’

friendly l)(ISiF.:\

MAYOR L. “.\
seca, candidate %for
legislature from this and

viewed his years of cauct

. stated that he would Lelec
for the besl interesis ol

as
introduced |

Minnesota
have a new up-to date
Kepi

1

had

tion, said he “ha
of political affairs

the

TOBIN of Wa- |
the state
county.

publit

announced that he

15 ¥
Page Three)

(Continued on

AMENDMENT NO. 1, the
dicial'amendment: " was ably dis-
cussed by -Attorney Henty M.
Gallagher, who served for seven
years as chief justiee of the
Minnesota Supreme Court. Mr.
Gallagher urged pasage of the
amendment which he said would
modernize the state's judicial
system in many respects, includ-
ing:

Require all judges, including
probate judges, to be attorneys
and fix the terms of all judges
at six years. i

Eliminate the antiquated jus-
tice of the peace system.

Have the supreme court se-
lect its own clerk, rather than
the eclerkship being an elective
office as at present,

308

opeted a8y j0 98I Uy
| ‘Lo1reIn pue
| =08 puwe Yastarnng m!%pll::z:iq[
i:‘-.r]}:e SpBay 159309 Usang "[oo:pw
| HS1y ayg e Pajuasaad 94 pue
[ ®PBaed Suruoas 91} ur opur TTEm
[ Suganb ayy ‘Sseursng usanp \T)-L[I
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I| Lc%niﬁ)pmﬁ {{16 Pue yig Uik nu.i
. _.1uap1!1a 0} Pauyuod agn e
| INq  ‘stooyas JIBaEy Paadeg pupe
[enuan wogy Daldaias .)a-:: 17T

abreast
nine
| vears he has lived in Minnesota,
an would
the eccnservatives if

j_u- !

mam trunk  highway - system |
which he said Minnesota now
POSSEsses,

Next problem, he declared. is
establishment of the farm-to-
market road system linking the
farms with the trunk system—
main object of Amendment No.
2 which would change the meth-
od of handling highway reven-
ues in many respects, including:

Place both the gasoling tax
and motor vehicle license riven.
ues in a single fund as at Bres-
ent.

Divide the money on the ba-
sis of 629% for truck highways,
29 per cent for county state-aid
roads and 99% for municipal
state-aid streets. (At present all
of the motor vehicle license
money and two-thirds of the gas
tax receipts go to the state high- |
way fund.) |

He said the Minnesota trunk
highway system in the next
three years will receive $171.-|
000,000 in federal funds for .uu—|
per highways, thus relieving the
trunk highway fund of a big
slice of its present maintenance
and construction burden.

AMENDME NO. 3, thef
iron ore tax diversion amend-
ment, was discussed by Waseca |
Superintendent of Schools E. W.
Eininger who explained that the
proposal is to divert the 50 per
cent of the iron ore tax now go-
ing into the permanent school |

d fund to current needs of public

schools and the
Minnesota,.

Superintendent Eininger took
a middle-of-the.road stand on
the proposal, commending the
state’s pioneer legislature on
their foresight in establishment |
of what now is the state's great
$230,000,000 school trust fund. |
but he also peinted out the in- |
creasing demands for more and |
better schools and the dire need |
for additional money therefor. |

Mr. Eininger said he did not
believe the state ‘is being taxed
to the limit for education, that |
the state should not take the|
easy way out such as tapping|
the trust fund and leave the
door open for further action of
that kind, but that ‘“‘we mu.si;.E
go down into our pockets” for
the money needed.

He said the estimate is that
the: amendment would bring
about $20,000,000 in the bienni-
um, . but that the Ilegislature
would still be faced with the job
of raising $30.000.000.

Myr. Eininger also said he be- |
lieved a dollar invested now
would have more value than
the dollars of interest received
from the trust fund, but he also |
commended the security of the
bresent trust fund investments.
He suggested that the trust fufid
also be made available to school |
districts for con ction.

DEMOCRATIC County Chair-
man William Byron gave the jn-!
troduction of the candidates of!
his' party for state office in

University of |

fas to their qualifications.

v distriet,

which he gave their back-
grounds and listed their accom-
plishments. He particularly
urged support for Arnold Fred-
riksen for representative in con-
gress from the First district.

REPUBLICAN County Chair-
man Einer C. Iversen similarly
introduced the state office can-
didates of his party, particularly
(Iv-
ersen's assignment was to dis-
cuss the duties of each office,
but the stack of lfgal tomes he
was lugging musj have frighten-
ed the crowd and he wasn't re-
quired to open them.) Mr. Iv-
ersen highly commended Repre-
sentative August Andresen on
the basis of his past and current
performance in congress.

COUNTY COMMISSIONER
candidates had their turn. J. B.
Lece of Blouming Grove, third |
district, simply #ntroduced him- |
self. Martin/Lewer, the other
candidate in the Third, was not|
present.  Roy Arnfell, ineum-
bent in the First commissioner
spoke  briefly, but
James Madison, his oppénent,
was in Illinois, Candidaté Ernst
Marquardt of the P‘ifth#:ar]‘ivcd
irom another meting in time for
coflee, so confined himself to
personal talks. Edward V.
Doyle, Marquardt’s opponent,
wWas not present.

Mrs. Byron Lesch, president
of the voters league, opened the
meeting, but turned it over to
Mrs. James Cowan, who did an
able job of introducing the
speakers. Mrs. Cowan is chair-
man of thefleague’s voters ser-
vice committee.

There #as a lively after.
meeting social session with cof-
fee and cake and a lot of polit-
ical gab.




Local League Moves Into Pre-electipn

- Elecmop year, and one group of local women grids for
action—action not only to get out the vote, but to help voters
(including themselves) understand the issues, know what
the candidates stand for.

Monday evening, the League of| Since the annual Membership
Breakfast held in September at the
Worthington Country Club, the lo-
Ninth Avenue, and conducted a|ecal League has grown by 15 new
“‘voters service" program, which | members.
will be presented again tomorrow| Nonpartisan, the group meets
(Thursday) at the monthly meeting | twice each month; morning and
of the Community Club. evening, and is open to any woman

Conducted by Mrs. Hardy Rick-|0ver 2.4
beil and Mrs. Robert Tollefson,| Membership is divided into three
members and guests heard explana-|levels of interest, national, under
tions of the three proposed amend- |[Mrs. M. G. Farrington and Viola
ments, listened to questionnaires | Pedersen, chairmen; state, Mrs.
and answers from state and local |Edgar Anderson and Harriet Sath-
candidates and qualifications of |er, and local, Mrs. Wayne Basseit,
both Republican and Democratic| A study of water conservation is
candidates. the national topic; constitutional,

There was also a discussion and |State topic, and the tax structure
a straw vote was taken on a local |of Worthington, the local.
issue, the proposed swimming pool. [ The next meeting of the local

The three amendments, which group will be-a monnpg HEsuion,

Tuesday, November 13, in the home
are backed by the LLd"U(’, as well | < :

lof Mrs. C. G. Anderson, member-
as most candidates, were explained |

ship chairman, with Miss Pederson
by WI!I:R!!I Hu.lccn_ local attmm,y,lam? Mrs. Farrineton in. charge of
who discussed the first amendment, | the pmgi‘am = 2
dealing with court revision; ;
At Fahn i Cagrian whe explain Mrs. Ermin Windschill is now
g o AP T | serving her second term as presi-
ed the second, on highway changes, dent ogf the Worthington org:?niza-
and Mrs, Mork, speaking on the| .~ 2

third, which deals with schools. fon.

t \
Mrs. A. G. Satre and Mrs. F.D.| HOSPWAL NOTES

O'Malley read the questionnaire; i .
answers of the two legislative can-| Patients distharged Tuesday:
didates, Wayne Bassett and Donald| Donald Bruxvoort, Gilbert Berg-
Mitchell; |er, Jr., Mrs. Paul Calvin and son,
Wouhmgton William Tomford
Mrs. William Boyce and Mrs, A.| .
B. Karp, those );rom Gmelnorlf"‘lda Mrs. Rimer Isder and son,

Freeman and Ancher Nelsen, and|®Yoca:
Mrs. Willlam Miller and Mrs. Wynn |

LEAGUE HEARS William Hedeen explain explained the school, or third, amendment

Stoll preséyted Democratic T i WORTHINGTON DAILY GLOBEN the proposed amendment relating to the and MrssJohn Gagnon, the second amend-

GOP candidsdtes’ qualifications, re- / judicial power of the state at the Mon- ment, Jpertaining to publie highways.

spectively. LW“'"‘"‘*“"' Ociesns £y O1% day-night meeting. Mrs. Ray Mork, left, (Daily Globe photo)
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League _._0£ Women Candidates
Voters-To Sponsor Meeting Set
Candidates Meeting October 30

The League of Women Voters The League_of Wamen Voters

met Friday L'\'I’."J‘..:J'l‘!'_"...K}'}_"ll)r}:“- will sponsor a Candidates’ Meet-
at the home of Mrs, Harry Cra ing at 8 o'clock Tuesday evening
Mrs. Francis Ask, former Si- Ogtober 30, in the Municipal build-
dent of the league gave a report ing in Park Rapids.
on the state council meeting that A cordial invitation is extended
she attended during the summer. to the public to attend the meet-
Plans were made to hold a can- 3 ing and hear the several candid-
| didates meeting on Tuesday, Oct- <04 ates for public offices,
ober R0. at 8 P.M. in the Munici- r . n October 19, the League met
nal clitb rooms, at t home of Mrs. Harry Crane |
”'l s Wil be nted to those and heard a report by Mrs.
e N Francis Ask, former pr esident, on
ithe State Council meeting she
lattended last summer. [
The league urges all voters to On election day, November 6,
T 5 ; . League members will distribute
pay ?at\:lctUIar a:ite;»nt;m;b:oqmz tags to t%mwm% vtuhn h'ctlw_ zotf;’&
amendments on ‘the ballol as ¢ urging them, in turn, to remi
failure to vote at all on them con- others to vote,
stitutes a "No” vote. Many peo- The League urges all voters in
ple are not aware of this, I;Itlstl\}:?ir?l Ctoam:;il‘ lilﬁi?{dgg; r“!ll{qulgilt
Y = - ¥ P r b
Phe ek mesting of Jhe (SoEUe 121; ballot ;;of‘atise failure to vote
on an Amendment is considered

who have wvoted on election day
in order that they in turn will
remind others to wote.

-

will be on November 7 at the
home of Mrs, Frank Ressler. All e vote.
women interested in good govern- All women interested in good
ment are urged to attend. government are invited to attend
= : — the League's next meeting No-
vember 7 at the home of Mrs.
Frank Ressler.
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REMER STAR

Vo_ters?, Urged

To Vote 6n

Amendments November 6

There will he rarity on the
|Election Ballot Tuesday, Nov.

which the wvoters of Minnesota
should not let go unnoticed.
in the three amendments . . No. 1,
{2, and 3, which deal respectively
(with courts, roads, and schools.

one

The rarity is two-fold. First, no
taxes are involved in any of
the three amendments anu second-
'ly, there is no organized opposit-
ion te any of the amendments.

1ew

|  As a matter of fact, both
nor Orville) I“lr.(*man and his Re-
publican ()p\nonmlr for Governor,
Ancher Nelsen, have joined hands

Gover

to endorse the three amendments |

and are urging the voters of Minn
esota to vote “YES" on each one.
They have even jointly declared
this week as Constitutional Amen
dment Week to emphasize to the
volers tha necessity of wvoting
“YES'" on Amendment No. 1 for
Better Courts, on Amendment No
2 for Better Roads, and on Amen
dment No. 3 for Better Schools.

Here is what the three amend-
ments are all about: Amendment
No. 1 proposes a complete
vision of the constitutional article
on courts so that the State Legis-
lature will be able to make
provements in the court system
are not the
present obsolete provisions in the
constitution. For years, the Legis
lature, and the Courts have been
hampered in putting improve-
ments into effect. Amendment No.
1 will mean an efficient, modern-
day Court System for Minnesora.

re-

m-

which possible under

No 1
As-

Supporting Amendment
are the Minnesota State Bar
Sociation, the Minnesota
of Municipalities, the League
Women Vofers, many Chambers
of Commerce, organized labor and
both the Republican and the D. F.
L. parties.

Amendment No. 2 proposes to
change the distribution or high-
way revenues in Minnesota by put
ting all license plates fees
oline t

and gas
taxes into one fund and then
distributing that fund 62% to
State Trunk Highways, 29% to
counties and municipalities
5,000 population and 9% to cities
over 5,000 population. The 299 to
counties takes into account the
needs on township roads and
streets in the smaller raunicipal-
ities. The amendment proposes no
increase in gasoline taxes for
ense plate fees.

lic-

This amendment has
port of all highway user groups,
the farm organizations, the Minn- |
esota League of Minicipalities,
the Petroleum Industry, the Cham
bers of Commerce, organized la-
bor, and both political parties.

Amendment No. 3 proposes to
make Iron Ore Tax Money avail-
able for current school operation,
instead of going into the Perma-
nent School Fund. It will permit
using 100% of the Iron Ore Tax

It lies |c

‘?m_te Fund remains there, unchang
ed, while the other half would pe
|made available for education’s
surrent needs rather than contin-

ln-ng to add it to the unspendable
‘llll‘-t Funds which now exceed a

|quarter of a billion dollars. It is
|estimated that Amendment No. 3
|will mean $8,000,000 or more in
[ new each year for schools,
increasing taxes,

maoney
| without

This amendment has the sup-
port of all the educational groups,
| labor, Women's Clubs, farm
|organizations, the P. T. A, and
|'both political parties.

and

Despite this unqualified support
[for the amendments from 80 many
|organizations interested
groups all over the state, despite
the fact that no new taxes are in-
volved in any of the amendments,
despite the fact that there is no
organized opposition to any of the
three despite the fact that
each of the three amendments is
needed for a better and greater
Minnesota . there is a possibil-
ity that any or all of the
ments could lose if people fail to
|volte on them. Under Minnesota
law, failure to vote on #. amend-
ment is the same
gainst it.

and

amend-

as a vote a-

| So. if you are interested in bet-
[ ter courts, better roads, better
schools look for the three a-
mendments on your FElection
,'Hallui November 6th and be sure
to vote “YES" on each one of
Ithem.

League
of |

under |

the sup- |

to pay our bills instead of 509 as |

is now the case. The one-half
share going to the General Rey-
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3 Amendments
Explained at

Kiwanis Meet

amendments,

I Basketball dinner and

here and the Kiwanis c"lLJ
ived boosts at the Kiy

luncheon "“.:r"‘-'li:r__‘;\\:.f V.

the

club for
past year in

tor

lauded
the
community, particularly
and girls work.

W. D. (Bill) Todd passed around
photographs of Olympic basketball
players and urged attendance at
the public banquet Nov, 3 and the

ne Nov, 4. He emphasized that

es have been slashed to en-
more people to attend.
Robert J;u‘n‘lwm, repre- |

2 l(! igue of Women Vot- |

sed J’sme’ (i |

ernor,

its service the
the

boys

able
Mrs.

judge, -JL.111},(?L:
Amendment No.

munici [ml
purposes of

the
B3
Mrs. Jacobson warned that fail-
vote on amendments
re. the same
e, McMillan said that so
}mnw.q every lawyer

w h ch kl.OLht""‘m about an ||
important improvement in imple- ||
menting justice

ure to the

effect as a

h@
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"Meet Your
(andidafe” Rally In
§t. Cloud Nov. 1s.

confused about the
coming election? Would you like to
know more about your candidates
from the 6th Congressional district

vell as the legislative aspirants?

he League of W Jomeyn, Voters is
frieet your candidates"

v at the Central Junior High

i;ltJl auditorium in St. Cloud on

arsday evening, November 1st at

0 z‘.n;, The meeting is g:nl:-mne(l_

a E-}Uhli(.‘ service, and will be com- |

stely non-partisan. ]

Speakers will include Joseph Kae-

wmarek of Foley, Fred Marshall of

tove City, Dewey Reed of St.Cloud, |
arvim Schumann of Rice, and .lohu':

Kosloske of Sauk Rapids. Ea’lt"i'tl
indidate has been asked to give h_is;
opinions on current isgsut.‘s.:. and will
be given an opportunity to answer
questions from the floor.

Judge Wendell Henning will lead
a discussion of the three amend-
ments to the state constitution. Han-
dbills with information about the
amendments will be .;:;asst‘d out atl
the close of the meeting.

Mrs. Roy Nordling, president
the League of Women Voters,
act as moderator. . V4 X

The candidates’ meetjpg on Nov-
ember 1st is going to be the only
one of its kind whichy| is s}:{msm':\.tl
by the League, SO 11}-:111::11"-.1:91' this
date. The public is' invited, and
they urge you to come,

Do you feel

nt-.u}],ﬂ;_‘: a

of
will




St.Clau e\ ‘Dﬂ"?}é
League, Judge Explain

Proposed Amendments

The League of Women Voters at
its “meet the candidates” rally
Thursday night passed out lifera-
ture explaining briefly the three
proposed amendments to the con-
stitution and Munieipal Judge
Wendell Y. Henning reviewed each
amendment orally.

Tuesday, the voters here

| counties, thus enabling the

and |

throughout the state will decide on |

these three amendments. A major-
ity of the persons voting in the elec-
tion is needed to pass each amend

polls and cast a ballot for the
candidates but fail to vote on any
of the amendments, it will count
48 a “'no” vote on the amendment.
Following is a brief rundown on
amendments, based on the
League’s literature and Judge

Henning’s explanation:
" *

the

*

Amendment 1 — This is known
as the judicial amendment and is
aimed at streamlining the judicial
setup of the state. Judge Henning
said he knows of no organized op-
position to this amendment in the
state. Ifs passage is recommended
by anyone who has anything to do
with law, he said, and it is back-
ed by the state and loeal bar as-
sociations.

The amendment provides: Su-
preme, distriet and probate judges
required to be attorneys (except
those now in office) and the legis-
lature may set requirements for
other judges.

Office of justice of peace abol-
ished hﬁkJegislamre may create
stich minor ®ourts as it thinks nee-
essary.

Supreme court elerk appointed
by the judges rather than elected,

Probate court jurisdiction may

be extended to two, three or more
court
to get better qualified men,
District court duties may be ex-|
tended and judges may !Jf'a'!'m'm|
duties of another district judge or |
of supreme court justice and
there shall be two or more judges
in each distriet. (This is aimed at
relieving crowded court calendars

a

| in one distriet.)

No judge will be required to run

== 2 e ; | for election until at least one year
ment. Therefore, if you go to the

after appointment fo a vacancy,
A six-year term for all judges.
Supreme court may hold session |
at places other than the eapitol.
Supreme or district court judges
may hold no state or federal office |
other than a reserve military com-
mission,
L ]

* *

Amendment 2 — Highway amend-
ment. This will redistribute high-
way user taxes, for the first time
giving municipalities a share. The
division is as follows: trunk high-
way fund, 62 percent; county fund,
29 percent; municipalities with
9,000 or more population, nine per-

cent. At the present time all of the |

motor vehicle and two-thirds of the
gasoline tax revenues go toward
the trunk highways. The other one-
third of the gasoline tax revenue

| 8oes toward county roads.
The amendment permits the leg- |

islature to apportion five percent
of the net proceeds of the distribu-
tion fund fto any one or more of
the three funds after January, 1963.

This amendment also has no or-
ganized opposition, the judge said,
and is supported by all groups in-
iterested in roads and highways
such as the state branch of the
American Automobile association.
Locally it has been supported by

| the Stearns County board of com-

missioners and St. Cloud ecity coun-
eil,

% %

Amendment 3 — TIron ore
amendment. This is the most con-

§ o
Lax

troversial of the three amend-
ments, and although many groups
such as the Parent Teachers as- |
sociation have supported it op]
sition is strong, and Judge

gave no recommendation on this
one, saying it was up to the iiidi
vidual, votes._,

The amendment

wou

Id divert fo

Henning |

eurrent r1r:,|:/i.~/nl' the publie schools

and University of Minnesota the 50 |
percent of the iron-ore occupation
lax now going to the permanent
school and University trust fum[s_l
This 50 percent would e divided |

at present: 40 percenf to the |l
current needs of public schools and | !
10 percent to the current 'eeds of |
the University of Minnesota. It
would not cut info the present trust
fund.

ds
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in 0 1 of such a situation
d be confus vell mean that the
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would take
. the voters

It

cent a

The end result would be
I all the money
for the convention woulc
down the drain. The consti

to be ac-

'57-'59 Aims
Mapped by

Vote Leadue

Constitutional revision.
[Support and work for (1)
lling of a constitutional
convention (2) co tutional
amendment for
periodic

| people

nend-
fair a
apportionment of

Study of Minnesoia elec-
tion laws. Evaluate election
|laws ~and procedures and
|work for changes if needed.

Four items were accepted

as continu-
ing

® Support revision of consti-
tutional pro s for (1) a
bl Process

re-

\1\|u\]'\-l ...-”-“..-'

n of legislation
post
by and re-
slature and

101
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|
LEAGUE, BIPARTISAN COMMITTEE
WARN PEOPLE TO GUARD RIGHTS

Minnesotans were warned today, as
a result of testimony at a legislative
hearing, “not to let a smoke screen of
side issues hide the bhasic fact that
they have the right to vote on whether
' they want a convention to revise the
state constitution.” The warning was
made by the League of Women Voteérs
of Minnesota in consultation with the
joint GOP-DFL legislative committee
headed by P. Kenneth Peterson of
Minneapolis and William Carlson of |
St. Paul. Calling a constitutional con-
vention is in both party platforms.

“Opponents of the constitutional
convention bill testifying at a House
| hearing have tried to switch the spot-
[ 1ight to many other issues,” the state-
ment said, “but not oneg has given a
single reason why the people should
not be allowed to vote on having a
convention.”
| “We advise those who believe in
| this right to tell their legislators;
immediately.”

On the bipartisan committee are:
GOP- Mrs. Leonard Wilson, Carlton; |
Senator Albert Quie, Dennison; Rep.
Alf Bergerud,
Howard, Excelsior. DFL- Mrs. Marge
Maki, St. Paul; Dr. C. F. McQuiggan,
Marshall; Mrs. Betty Green, St. Louis
Park; and Gerald Dillion, Minneapolis, !

Joining in issuing the statement
were several persons who testified at
the House hearing in favor of the
constitutional convention bill. They
are William Pearson, Ogilvie, master
of the Minnesota State Grange; Don-
ald Holmes, Minneapolis, chairman of

4

the Minnesota Citizens Constitutional

Committee; Mrs, Ellis Peilen, Minne-|
apolis, state legislative chairman of]
the National Council of Jewish Wo-
men; George W. Lawson, St. Paul,
active in the A.F.L.; Mrs. Graydon J.
Kilborn, Minneapolis, Hennepin Coun-
ty Republican Workshop‘ Stanley

Platt, Minneapolis: @irs. Malcolm Har- ||

graves, Rochester, c\\nstltuuonal con-
vention chairman of the League of
Women Voters of Minnesota.

T P = |per electior s been approximately
Edina: Mrs. C. L.'T’ r election has been approximately
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(Morning)
Date. .

Mail Bag letters limited to 200 words must not violate m
engage in racial or religlous ocontroversies. Writers must [
and addresses fur our files, bu. may use fictitions signatures
This open forum is conducted for the benefit of ths publie}
paper assumes un responsibilities for any statments contaiy

»
ail Bag—
letters reforned. The right fo condense letters is reserved,

An Open Forum For Readk

permit the people of Minnesofa t’o
on whether they wished a convention
to revise the Minnesota Constitutia
Minneapolis
MRS. HOMER MANTIS, Chairg
MRS. HERBERT WRIGHT

Carvantion Favored

Sir: Otto Christenson, Executive Vice
President of the Minnesota Employer’s
association, attacked the proposal to hold
a constitutional convention, According to
an article in the Dispatch of Feh. 25,
stated before the House general legi
fion committee that the Constitution
been amended 83 times and that a conven- Jj
tion to revise it would cost $1,500,000.

Here are some additional facts that
may help to put this matter in proper per-
spective, Of the amendments submitted
to the voters since 1899, only 35 of the
96 or 361 per cent have been approved.
Many were submitted two, three, or even
five times before passing. "The cost of
preparing the amendment, publicizing it,
pmp?tm the ballots and holding the elec-
tion is considerable. If one takes the sec-
retary of state's estimate that at least
one-fourth teo one-fifth of election costs
are due to amendments, the average cost
366,-

he

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE §
League of Women Voters of St. [

|
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ALEXANDRIA ECHO
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Women Voters League
Urges United Support ,
For Revised Constitution

Minnesotans were warned tod"n
as a result of testimony at a legis-
lative hearing, “not to let a smoke |
sereen of side issues hide the basic
fact that they have the right to |
yote on whether they want a con- |
tention to revise the state consti-
ation.” The warning was made by |
he League of Women. Voters of
Jinnesota in  consultation with
Qf;ll‘m" joint GOP-DFL legislative
| commitiee headed by P. Kenneth
i‘ Peterson of Minneapolis and Wil- |
¥ liam Carlson of St. Paul. Calling a |
{1 constitutional eonvention in (£
| both party platforms.
' “Opponents of the constitutionsal
¥ convention bill testifying at a|
| House hearing have tried to switeh |

the spotlight to many other is-
| sues,” the statement said, “but not |

ene has given a single real reason |
| why the people should not be al-
:lr:\\'ecl to vote on having a con-
| vention,

“We advise those who believe in

[ this right to tell their legisaltors
|| immediately.”
| On the bipartisan committee
are: “GOP—Mrs. Leonard Wilson,
Carlton; Senator Albert Quis,
Dennison; Rep. Bergerud, Edina!
Mrs. C. E, E ard, Excelsior. DFL
—Mrs. Marge Maki, St. Paul: Dr.
C. F. McQuiggan, Marshall® Mrs.
Betty Green, St. Louis Park: Ger-
ald Dillon, Minneapolis.

000,

TG /I8 to estimate that
currént costs the 29 elections since 1899
in which amendments have been submit-
ted for vote would have cost nearly 2 mil-
lion. The most expensive convention in
the country hasn't cost that much. New
Jersey's 90-day convention ecost $330,000;
Missouri's $697,000 and lasted one year.,

The League of Women Voters has ac-
tively supported legislation which would

Interesting at

15

Date

» Minnesota,
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State Constitution

Sir: Shall the péople of Min-
nesota have a chance to decide
for themselves whether or not
they want a convention called
to revise the Constitution of
or shall ‘they again
be denied that right?

The issue involved in the can-
stitutional convention bill now
before the Legislature is as
simple as that. It seeks only to
place the question where it be-
longs—in the hands of the
people,

If two-thirds of both House
and Senate vote for it, it means
they believe their constifuents |
should have the opportunity to |
vote on the question in Novem-
ber, 1958, If it does not pass,
the opposite will be true.

It is interesting to note that
those who support this legisla-
tion fall into,the one general
category of #publie interest
Eroups, Tr!(‘(“/lz{"d“llf‘ of Women
Voters of Minnesota is one of
them. Its membership has
studied the facts thoroughly
and arrived at consensus
thréugh the democratic deliber-
ative process of discussion and
agreement convention, Our
unpaid lobbyists can testify in
the Legislature, secure in the
knowledge that they speak for
5,000 league members in 54
local throughout the
state.

Those who oppose it fall into
general categories: (1)
special interest groups who
want to keep the status quo
and fear change or loss of spe-
cial privilege, and (2) those
who believe that the slow, ex-
pensive amendment method is
good enough for Minnesota.

The League of Women Voters
believes that Minnesota de-
serves something better than

at

le

{wo

| this snail’s pace reform. It be-

lieves that a constitutional con-
vention, composed of delegates

| elected by the people, would be
| the most orderly,

efficient and
| economical way of revising the
Constitution.

Minnesota's Constitution
needs improvement; there is
little argument akout that.

MRS, BASAIL. YOUNG
President, Laague of Women
Voters of ‘\Ilur*mofa

Minneapolis,
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For Better State Government
To the Editor: Should a citizen convention
be called to rdyise Minnesota's constitution?
A proponent of a convention has been ac-
1 of being against “our form of govern-
ment” because she pointed to specific weak-
nesses in our legislative and executive de-
ga«nmwmu
insinuation—that those who favor a
‘ention are disloyal and/or radical—will
frequently be made in months to come by
those who favor the status quo. It is a scare
argument.
; * who made
sion was confl
the tools of
structure. To
1 artments | er ways of work
Y, our demo-
nhower’s recent
al relations
[ mf'ln 'r‘“lrﬂ as the weak
tri-level system of American
pressing need of improved

A constitutional cor ition is the normal
American way of going about this business
of constitutional Inmrf}\::-}mena. Our 48 states
have held 20( ihem: Minnesota is one of
'er to have 9\';‘mi:'n'-)ci. its

£y
rew

H‘-~. method. It is not be-

she doesr ] 1 need to.
Minneapolis. “—Mrs, Elizabeth Kane.
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ST. PETER HERALD

LEAGUE, BIPARTISAN
COMMITTEE WARN PEOPLE
TO GUARD RIGHTS
_\J.r.r.m-sr\.\-m: were warned today,
f testimony at a legis-
lative hearing. “not tp let a smoke

as a result

sereen of side issues Wide ithe basie
fact that they have \he right to
| vote on whether they Mant a con-
j vention to revise the state constitu-
dtion.” The v warning was n:-:lr]n by
{ the League of Women Vi ters of
! Minnesota in consultation with the
joint GOP-DFI, legislative eom-
I mittee headed by P. Kenneth Peter-
! son of Minneapolis and William
§ Carlson of St, I.; 1. Calling a
i constituti ional convention is in both
¥ party platforms.

§  "Opponents of the constitutional
§convention hill testifying at a

House heari | tried to switeh
1

Jthe spotlight to many other issues,
.
i

the statement said, ‘hut not one has
§given a sinele real reason why the
| people should not he allowed to
{Vole on having a convention.
‘e advise those wh believe in
] | lators
1med);

On the bipartisan committes are:
GOP—Murs. Leonard Wilson, Cayl-
ton; Senator Albert Quie, Denni
son; Rep, Alf Bergerud Edina;
_‘\_If'-'. f", ] ”:_:W.':'- !
{—Mrs, Marge 2 t. Paul: Dr.
1C. F. McQuiggan, Marshall- Mrs,
{Betty Green, St. Louis P: : Ger-
jald Dillon, Minneapolis.

Joining in iss - the statement

ns who te ed

aring in favor of

tional convention hill.

They are William Pearson, Ogilvie,
master of the Minnesota State
Grange; Donald Holmes, Minne-
apolis, chairman of the Minne s0ta
Citizens Constitutional Committee:
Mrs. "Nillis Peiley, anmpohh.
) state Iﬂ-, slative efNyjrman of the
National Couneil of JAwish Women:
§ George W. Lawson, St, Paul, active
i A.F.L.; Mrs. Graydon J. Kil-
‘ born, Minneapolis, Hennepin Coun-
Hi‘}?ll,‘l a1 Work :]rl}a; .‘“‘.[1[!1]{':,‘
Minneapolis.drs. Maleolm

1, eonstitution-

ronvention e nan.wof the lLea
of Women \umrh of Minne-

Y
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Citizens Should Decide,
Not State Legislators

Senate Dela“yhs
Action on State
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BLUE EARTH REGISTER

Date

Wells, Minn.
March 18, 1957
A. Johnson
h Post
Bl Jarth, Minn.
Dear Mrs. Johnsor:

In the interest of good govern-
ment could you find some space

in your paper for the enclosed

article on Constitutional Revision.

MINNESOTA NEEDS A
NEW CONSTITUTION

A bill giving the people of
Minnesota a (hd-]lt‘ to vote on the
que .k..,ur. of calling a constitutional
convention has Im n introduced
into both the Senate and the
House of Representatives. On
March 4 the hill received favor-
able action from the House Com-
mittee and is now ready for the
House

The Legislature present the

al every general election

/ith amendments for his consider-

Twenty-six amendments
been propo at this ses-
but we hope that not all of

them will appear on the ballot.
The three we voted on last
November cost approximately
$183,000. Amendmenis do not
come cheaply. Compare this cost
to Minnesota for 1]|1 amend-
ments fo the cost of $330,000 to
New Jersey for cor tion to
revise its tire constitution. Cost
of the virtues

compared to the

are gften expressed

nposiion of a Con-

though it would be an

111 com-

the same
IS ""‘L"'l'“ L»w

not be
to the

reement

1 o There

those who think that a Con-
is a i g
and, in ong ;

way than amendments to

out changes. They would

opportunity fo submit

I judgment of

1949, the

. has refused

bill whict would sub-

ouunl . calling a

] r_t,m;-n:;m] to the

i time to aci.

know that

to voice your |§

u;_um,l:m_
truly yours,
Wells League of

Women Voters

Luella Hockenhull, ;

Chairman

|
Loeal Constitutional

Revision

EVERYBODY’ IDEAS

Let the Senate Vote on Issue
To the Editor: Tuesday nine men on _tf‘-.f-.-
enate judiciary committee made a decision,
which the constitution specifically reserves
to the entire senate body. They "~'_(119‘_j not to
pass out of committee a bill to submit to the

bl

people the question of calling a convention

|to revise Minnesota’s constitution. Article|

X1V, Section 2 of the constiti ltim‘ provides,
“Whenever two-thirds of the members elected
to each branch of the legislature ~‘|.m| think
it necessary to call a convention to re 5(. the
constitution, they shall recommend . .

Previous to the vote the chairman E}I’ i.hf_'l
committee, Sen. Thomas P. Welch of Buf-|
falo, had made a great rm'r‘t of this provision, |
citing it to prove that the people had no nghn
to demand to vote on thc issue of a cor wen-l
tion. He said that the constitution left it to/
two-thirds of both houses 'm decid# whether
a convention was necessary, then he vr)tedl
with eight of his comm ittee 'nenubcrc to pre- ||
vent the senate from having an opportunity to|
express itself,

Last week two-thirds of the house vo.,ed:
favorably on this bill. The people of Minne-
sota have a right to know how their senators |
stand on the same issue. i

—Mszs. M/alﬁolm Hargraves.
Rochester, Minn. . ¢
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Nata
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Date iIBoost Amendment

The League of Women Voters in

Minnesota has heen actively engaged

sd

In a campaign urging the submission to
the people of the state of ai
ment which would come

what they deseribe as an out-
moded state constitution. The Leacue
has been very active in Hibbing in

—— e - urging: tha |

FT, R - LR : $
nat the citizens, by their vote,

several times on the same amend- express themselves in hehalf f .
| ment before it finally passes. This S TRCIVES In behali of a reyi-

! . T Tha O : s
\is a pretty expensive procedure, sion, The Minnesota House is support-

especially over a period of years. ing the ange, It is now before thét
£ i ay $ ) I
I wonder how many II_“.'“;)!C real Senate judici
ze the three amendments that
e e g

ary committee where, un-

lars: nadtae: G Shels 3 a
less action is taken before the state

e

legisiature adjourns, it may die, The
Ledague 1s urging t at supporters of

p ]
the revision express themselves to their

lawmakers in the upper house, urging
that it come out of committee for g
vote in the senate.

85 amendment:

in need of many mu f mitt g :-. 3 ago fOl’ Commitiee Quip_

'-a.:{'u-mr- a state and it in s d Sen. Root Scored :.

bills to amend the e«
Ihi?'\'r(j‘lllru‘t‘.:‘ :“‘Tll\l.'f- I- \-:."f!--‘:lfl..'f-__ 1] o AN s . To the Editor: The
. "'-i\'ﬁ'i.fm <"f.‘fh(-u‘r:=" in ?hp: Foin SRR T R W0 He Lber: 4
' 8€885] 3 legislature alone. 2 e iy e g ate judiciary commit 1
Tfl_*..’ 1947 Minnesota Constitution e e et the legislature on March 16,
(a2l Commission reported after e e g e b e with two members absent,
much study that 34 major changes ol A i : deadlocked on the bill al-
were needed, 78 minor changes, {[| A ctos e Jowing the people of Minne-
:zlnd recommended six new sec. || ¢in e ly i o = sota to vote on a constitu-
I.!.nm be added to the donstittins | e S o b tional convention. Thus, the
1':‘\'{’1‘_\-' ‘mc-mb.m- of this Commission e ; iy G g hill still remained before the
felt that these changes should be | a1 Ex g S

{IIIEJ([(‘ by a constitutional conven- | : method Two days later, when an

;;U-_I:-;mljh }il:]:: gg"‘ﬂ] ‘%T?im‘ftw"} thatl author of the bill reques
these ﬁcezleé ch‘in(:',!‘m;s.h.) \makf"' date, and : C JInE a time be set for the wi le
ment. ' #U8eS by amend- onditions. I 0 conven- committee to vote on ,!l.c
Becaus®, it is so difficult tions have bee in the 48 measure, Sen. (_.hjn'tf::: Root
‘amend our\state c"onstii ;?{;m taf . o IORISROEYE Raas CUIL: gaily remarked, “T move it
ten the people h ysion, ofsl VET give 1ts undivided |:1I!'_‘ considered on May 1.
e ; (By then, presumably, the

session would be over.)
Surely this flighty joke
equals Marie Antoinette’s
distracted fabled disregard for the
prob- neople when she dismissed
deadline their demand for bread
does the with, “Let them eat cake.”
Committee opponents of

Keep tnei

efficient, up-to-

the bill then objected t
time voting  would
from other bills
Actually, the
wasted arguing would have
hovln enough to fix a (!.:1.!5
anc g = P +~ 1 1
‘_jH.JIIIiC\{n .r-.; take a rolleal]

0 the
take
pending.

time they

.J][i Sl
by some slators
:?'r'r\'r the people when z.’)er..".'
has been a great public de-
r“r!a:';(! f'_:'n' :3—~r.‘tﬁ}'§:ritl.=::-'7|::.zl
convention? — J, I"ol‘c.stér'
Minneapolis, ,

every 10 years.
As you
this i
ventior efore the state . )
legislature again. The bill, if
each house, would
] the question *“Shall Minne-
sota hold a constitutional con- |
vention?” on the ballot in 1958.
The people could then vote yes
or no on the question. If they
vote yes, in 1960 the people would
clect delegates to the convention |
in the same manner as we elect
our state representatives. The
number would be the same as the
number of representatives. In
1960-61, then, the convention
would meet to review and rewrite
our present constitution. In 1962, |
citizens would have the opportuni-
ty to approve or disapprove the
new document at the general |
election. ;
I feel that the citizens of Min-
nesota, up to now, have been de-
nied one of their most precious |
privileges, when the legislature,
for four consecutive sesssions, has
refused to allow m fo vote on
this question “Shall Minnesota
hold a constitutional convention?”
| Both the ] ators and those
| who help to mold public opinion
have faith in the ability
people fto decide, since
. I e cons-

form  of
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'Women Rap Legislative Delays

Th¢ Minnesota League of|Basil You bing, the|the two dominant political

Sacred Constitution? R e i e
Vomen Voters today charged

A STRANGE LETTER appears i the state senate with deliber-
verybody’s Ideas column or : pag tately misusing the |
! ive who wrote it §committee
L Wirack important measures.  |delavine tactics of 3|3 irs, to keep impo
3 being debated

the principal oppo
the entire membership of ti

ent, which the - “The committee sy:

' h [fsigned to expedite legisle I
and distribute the work load|s i
effectively, is being misused vention and reapportionment. added that residents of|
te. kill bills by stalling u All of them, she said, had sup- |t} 1 become “in-
ik is too late for the senate|port of the league as well ingly ¢ rbed by a {00-\

ey a 't il
senate, sSdld, |

i g Lione qu Y- ~ he " gaj Mrs. lof other civic eroups and of
{hia: dilforont tentie it} to act on them,” said Mrs.|of other civic groups ¢ C

ion to the populat
S5till, no reapportionment law has
been enacted since 1913, althougl i

s counts have be

Qur Fine State Constitution
The house of representatives
1al convention to a vote
t election. If the bil
» vote of the {people

conven

S¢€
constitutional res
apportior

Rep. J
raid of some of these

" Who are tl

when
sary.” - think it essary or advis-[¢

me thes

document

nmittee rec-

tion for 100 years.
times, each time by a vote of the peop
meet the chan imes. The constituti
now a w 1 [ ) : i
have the i 1at the 90 or so amendn
we have adopted are tacked conio the end
the constitution, This not true. When we
section we strike it out and sul
new sec
2, In the past few years we hafie ament
several whole sections so that Wi have an
entirely new ju iary section and an'entirely |
new highway section adopted only last year.
I

yill

to uphold
sifteesiész by obe)
tution as it now stands.

yroponents of

)
would n e us a sample constitution of

the ty h 12 we know some of the
One of them is that we
liscontinue electing our constitution
that is the ;
auditor, ¢ e ireas
Th
it i
people b :
the constitution. One o 1 propon
there 2 too many dedicated
constitution. These are the edu
funds and the highway user
never heard anyone urge that
taken out of the consti-
1eone wants to do_so let them

and see how far

Tt
h

4. One of the principal reasons for this
convention is to p w methods of re-
1S an im-
vention. am afraid that they
to get some provisions in the
which we would not accept if
ately but that might be ac-
4 !azl(;i-l:1;3f_:.

6. 1 would estimate that such a convention
would cost well over ¢ million dollars. This
would be an unneces

h revised constitution would be
compromis 1 labor and in-
1 rural and urban sections, and

[t is not neces

such a package because

( ply submit amendme

individually. Some states that i

: i have adopted 40 or
following n vears
I probably have more amendme

new constitution than with eur pres-
2 1

. present constitution provi-
sions have been interpreted by the supreme
't and we know what they mean, Any
new constitution would probably be subject
to many lawsuits to determine what the new
rminology meant,
Carl A,

e l4th

Editor's Nole: See. today's editorial,
“Sacred Constitution?"

*




LETTERS TO THE TRIBUNE

Saving Seen in New
State Constitution

The wriler of this letier
is president of the League
of Women Voters of Minne-
sola.

To the Editor: One of the
principal arguments ad-
vanced against the constifu-
tional convention bill is
that we can save time,
money and energy if we
revise our constitution by
the amendment method.
Supporters of revision by
amendment point with pride
to the passage of seven
amendments in the last two
elections. Supporters of re-
vision hy convention also
point with pride to the pas-
sage of these amendments,

THIS expression of citi-
zen concern for improve-
ment in our basic law is
certainly gratifving, The
League of Women Voters
of Minnesota was, for many

the only statewide
organization providing
amendment information to
thewoters. Other organiza-
tion8, like the bar and
bankifg associations will
perform this service only
for those amendments in
which they have an interest.
But the fact remains,
amendments are hard to
pass. Since 1899, only about
one-third of all amend-
ments submitied to the vot-
ers have been accepted.

The time, energy and
money devoted to attract-
ing voter attention to the
importance of amendments

1siderable, Even
the state legislature,
confronted with over 3,000
bills to pass upon in 90
days, Him;tl_\' does not have
the time to give the kind of
consideration necessary for
revision of our basic law.
/\].I'l-‘i'.ii_\-’, ir this s jon,
some 52 constitutional
amendments have been in-
troduced into the house and
senate which rev ne
part of each of the articles
of the Minnesota constitu-
tion. But how many will
we have a chance to vofe on
in 19582

THE LEAGUE of Women
Voters of Minnesota is now
and has been for constitu-
tional amendment by what-

EVERYBODY'S IDEAS

The Senate and the Constitution

To the Editor: I note the March 29 letter of

Mrs. Malcolm Hargraveés of Rochester with

reference to the vote by the senate judiciary |

committee on the question of calling a con-
vention to revise Minnesota’s constitution, in
which she quotes a part of Article XIV, Sec-
tion 2:

“Whenever two-thirds of the members
elected to each branch of the legislature shall
think it necessary to “call a conveniion to
irevise this constitution, they shall recommend
ito the electors to vote at the next general
election for members of the legislature, for or
against a convention.”

Mrs. Hargraves states that previous to the
vote I cited this provision to prove that the

people had no right to demand a vote on the|

issue of a convention. I had no such thought.
What I stated was that at the last two general
elections the people of Minnesoia adopted
seven separate amendments to their constitu-
tion and that they understood quite well the
question on which they voted.

Therefore I was not convinced by anything
Mrs, Hargraves or others had advanced in
their arguments for a constifutional conven-
tion that it was necessary to call a conven-
tion to revise the Minnesota constitution at
this time.

The committee did not vote affirmatively
not to pass out of committee a bill to submit
the question to the people. A motion was
made and seconded to recommend the bill for
passage, It failed te secure a vote of the
majority of the committee and hence the bill
was not recommended for passage. It is still

dfe

iin the judiciary committee subject to further
jaction.

May I also state that each member of the |
committee, in my opinion, was absolutely sin-
cere in his convictions and vote.

Buffalo, Minn. —Thomas P. Welch;

Chairman,
Sendt Jydiciary Committee.

MEA Clipping Bureau
836 Palace Bldg., Minneapolis 1
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Additional Mail Bag

Defends Canvention

Sir: Ofie of the principal
arguments advanced against
the constitutional convention
bill is that we can save time,
money and energy if we revise
our constitution by the amend-
ment method. Supporters of re-
vision by amendment point
with pride to the passage of
seven -amendments in the
two elections, Supporters of

on by eonvention also
point with pride to the passage

ese amendments, Thig ex-
pression of citizen concern for
improvement in our basic law
is certainly gratifying." The
League of Women Voters of
Minnesota was, for many years,
the only state-wide organiza-
tion providing amendment in-
formation to the voters. Other

1izations like the bar and
> associations will per-

( this service only for those
amendments in which they
have an interest., But the fact
remains—amendments are hard
to pass. Since 1899, only about
one-third of all amendments
submitted to the voters have
been accepted

The time, energy and money
devoted to attracting voter at-
tention to the importance of
amendments are considerable,
Even more, the state Legisla-
ture, confronted with over 3,000
bills to pass upon in 90 days,
simply does not have the time
io give the kind of considera-
tion necessary for revision of

basic law. Already, in this
sion, some 52 constitutional
amendments have been intro-
duced into the House and Sen-
ate which revise some part of
each of the icles of the Min-
nesota constitution. But—how
many will we have a chance to
vote on in 19587
gue of Women Voters
Minnesota is now and has
been for constitutional improve-
ment by whatever means. How-
ever, the totals of legislative
time and study, organizational
time, money and energy, citizen
time and study overwhelm us.
If 52 amendments are now be-
ing considered by the Legisla-
ture, how many years will it
take for us to vote on each of
these and the others which are
sure fo be introduced.

The Leaguye cannot escape the
conclusion thgt revision by con-
vention will Ysave legislators
and citizens alike time, money
and energy. The League cannot
avoid the conelusion that a con-
stitutional convention i the

most efficient, economical and
just way of achieving the con=
stitutional improvement which
we all seek,

MRS. BASIL YOUNG.
Minneapolis.

MEA Clipping Bureau
835 Palace Bldg., Minneapolis 1

ARGYLE BANNER
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B League, Bipartisan
§ Committee Warn
8 People to Guard Rights

warned

Minnesotans were

| day, as a result of testimony at a
| legislative hearing, “not to let
B smoke screen of side issues hide
l the basic fact that they have
| right to vote oOn whether they
% want a convention 10 revise the

| state constitution”. The warning

|
k: was made by the League of
!

| men Moters—.of Minnesota in con-
sultation with the joint GOP-DFL
® |egislative committee headed by P.
Kenneth Peterson of Minneapolis |
and William Carlson of St. Paul
¥ Calling a constitutional convention

I'*la in both party platforms.
i
|

B convention bill

i sues,” the statement S , "but

| one has given a single real
! why the people should not

l llowed to vote oON having a con-|

vention.

“\We advise those
2 § 1
this right to tell their I

committee
Mrs. Leonard Wilson,

senaitor

RE;

Louis
Minneapolis.

issuing the statement

} were sgveral persons who i€

¥ at the ¥ouse hearing in favor
§ the constitutional convention
d They are William Pearsan, Ogilvie,

i.' master of the Minnesota
| Grange; Donald
|'l apolig, chairman

| Mrs. Ellis Peilen,

National Councit of

men; George W. Lawson, St. Pé

the AF.L.; Mrs. Graydon |
J. Kilborn, Minneapolis, Hennepin
Workshop;
Minneapolis;
Rochester,
constitutional convention chairman
of the League of Women Voters of

active in
County Republican
Stanley Platt,
Malcolm Hargraves,

Minnesota.

———— e

«Opponents of the constitutional
o1 testifying at
House hearing have tried to .‘-%\\'ii(lih
the spotlight to many other

reason

be

o believe

ecislators

Holmes, Minne- |
of the Minnesota
| Citizens Constitutional Committee; |
Minneapols,
| state legslative chairman _rJI'
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MINNEAPOLIS STAR
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Date

|
| EVERYBODY’S IDEAS

| 1 ,

The Senate and the Constitution

3 To the Editor: I note the March 29 letter of
| Mrs. Malcolm Hargraves of Rochester with
| reference to the vote by the senate judiciary |
| committee on the question of calling a con-|
{ vention to revise Minnesota's constitution, in
| which she quotes a part of Article X1V, Sec-!
tion 2: i
| “Whenever two-thirds of the members |
 elected to each branch of the legislature shall
| think it necessary to call a convention to
| revise this constitution, they shall recommend
lto the electors to vote at the next general!
election for members of the legislature, for or |
against a convention.” |

Mrs. Hargraves states that previous to the

vote I cited this provision to prove that the |
people had no right to demand a vote on the
{issue of a convention. I had no such thought.
{ What I stated was that at the last two general
lelections the people of Minnesota adopted |
i seven separate amendments to their constitu-
 tion and that they understood quite well the
| question on which they voted. '
| " Therefore I was not convinced by anything
| Mrs. Hargraves or others had advanced in|
| their arguments for a constitutional conven- |
! tion that it ‘was necessary to call a conven-|
| tion to revise the Minnesota constitution at|
{ this time. j

The committee did not vote affirmatively|
I not to pass out of committee a bill to submit|
\the question to the people. A motion was |
| made and seconded to recommend the bill for|

passage. It failed to secure a.vote of the

jority of the committee and hence the bill |
was not recommended for passage. It is still|
in the judiciary committee subject o further|
action.

May I also state that each member of the
| committee, in my opinion, was absolutely sin-
| cere in his convictions and vote.

Buffalo, Minn. —Thomas P. Welch,

Chairman,
Senate Judiciary Committee.

! To the Editor: A bill allowing the people to
! vote on the calling of a constitutional conven-
{ tion (S.F. 135) is now deadlocked by a nine-
{ to-nine vote in the senate judiciary committee. |
Two members were absent when the \-'ote!
} was taken. One has been a proponent of the|
| bill during past sessions, and the other had|
| declared to some of his constituents that he|
would vote for the bill this time. At the com- |
mittee session following the taking of the|
vote. when the committee chfiirman jasked
whether the members wished tolyote again to|
break the deadlock, committee \pponénts of |
the bill were quick to see that this was not
done. One opponent indicated that there |
were many other bills up for consideration by
flthe committee, and he felt no more time
|| should be given to S.F. 135.
[ accept the fact of a crowded agenda, but
411 feel this is not a valid excuse for deadlocking
a2 bill of such statewide importance. This 18
the fifth session for the legislature that this
bill has come up, and it has been passed by
the house of representatives this time. It
seems to me that the fate of a bill supported
by both the DFL and the Republican parties
as well as numerous other organizations in
the state should be decided on the floor of the
senate and not in a committee by the vote of
nine men.
Richfield, Minn. —Mzs. Gordon Grunditz,




HERE IS SEN. STANLEY HOLMOQUIST, GROVE CITY, WITH A GROUP
OF LEAGUE OF WOMEN YOTERS DISCUSSING THE FUTURE OF THE
CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION BILL. THIS IS THE STH SESSION SEN,
HOLMOUIST HAS SPONSORED THIS BILL. AS OF THIS SCENE IT
REMAINED STALLED IN JUDICIARY COMMITTEE WITH A TIED VOTE
TO PASS, A TIED YOTE TO POSTPONE.
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EXCSLSIOR RECORD

Date__

Lawmakers Blamed|
For Bill's Failure
By Women Voters

“The wither-on-the-vine school |
of handling lawmaking triumphed |
| again Thursday, April 4, \'?'hen
the State Judiciary committee
once more refused to set a time |
to break the deadlock on the Con- |
stitutional Convention Bill” Mrs. |
Basil Young of Hibbing, president
of the League of Women Voters
of Minnesota, charged today,
'sp(‘:-nking for the Leagte. |

“Thig is the second time mem-
bers of this committee have duck- |
' od the duty of resolving the stale-
mate” she continued. |

On March 26, with two mem- |

bers absent, the committtee voted |
9 to 9 on killing the bill and, again |
9 to 9, on sending it to the Sen-|
ate floor by recommending it to|
wase. Therefore, the bill remain- |
¢q before the committee. On
‘\’nuh 98 committee members, by |
mm ing adjour nment, avoided set-|
ting a time for a revote. On April
4 the committee voted against qet—l
ing a time for another vote.

“duch delaying tactics are an |
| example of the State Senate’s

misuse of the committee system,
which is designed to expedite leg-
! islation and distribute the work-
load effectively,” Mrs. Young
pointed out. “Tnstead, some of |
the Senate committee members
are perverting this system to kill
' bills by stalling until it is too late
for the Senate to act on them, or
| to hamstring bills by preventing
deliberate consideration under the
pressure of the closing days.”

Among other important bills
which have suffered from Senate
committee \elays are party desig-
| nation and teapportionment, Mrs.
| Young concluded.
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“The wither-on-the-vine school of
i han@ling lawmaking triumphed
again Thursday, April 4th, when the
State Judiciary Committee
more refused to set a time
| the deadlock on
Convention Bill,”

once
to break
the Constitutional
Mrs. Basil Young
of Hibbing, President of the League
of Women Voters of .T\Iir'Js'Tf';éO'rel,
charged today, 3p&Tking for the lea.
gue.
’ “This is the second time members
of this committee have ducked the
| duty -of resolving the stalemate,
‘15}1(1 continued.

On March 26th, with two members
absent, the committee voted 9 to 9
on killing the bill and, again 9 to 9,
on sending it to the Senate floor by
.H‘commoulm;ﬂ it to pass. There-
\fore, the bill remained before the
committee. On March 28th commit-
itee members, by moving adjourna-
iment, avoided setting a time for a
revote. On April 4th the committee
voted against sefting a
jother vote.

“Such delaving tactics
fample of the State Senate's misuse
lof the committee system, which is
idesigned to expedite legislation and
dmluhutv the workload effectively,”
Mrs, Young pointed out. “Instead,
Somt’ of the Senate committee mem-
!bm‘s are perverting this system io
(kill bills by stalling until it is too
late for the Senate to act on them, |
or to hamstring bills by

time for an-

dare

an ex-

preventing
under the
|pressure of the closing days.” !

Among other important bills which
lhave suffered from Sengte commit-
tee delays are partyT@esignation and
reapportionment, Mrs. Young conelu-
ded.
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" Voters Criticize Senzte
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it of the Lezgue of Women
Voters.of Minnesota, charged
[ today speaking for the League.
set a time to break the deadlqck
on the Constitutional Convemlon
Bill,” Mrs. Basil Young of HLIJ-_
bing, president of the League (:)I
Women Voters of Minnesota,
charged today, speaking for the
League, _

“This is the second time mem-
bers of this committee_ have
ducked the duty of resolving the
stalemate,” she continued,

On March 26th, with two mem
bers absent, the committee voted
9 to 9 on killing the bill, and
again 9 to 9, on sending it to
the Senate Floor by mcommend.‘
ing it to pass. Therefore, tl_le
bill remained before the com_rmt-
tee. On March 28th, committee
members, by moving ad_]ourn-'
ment, avoided setting‘a time for
' a revote. On April 4th t'he_ com-
| mittee voted againstt setting a
'time for another vote.
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Charges Senate
With Misuse of
Committee System

“The wither-on-the-vine school
of handling lawmaking triumph-
ed again last Thursday, April 4.
when the State Senate Judiciary
Committee once more refused to
set a time to break the deadlock
on the Constitutional Convention
Bill,” Mrs. Basil Young of Hip.
bing, President of the League of
Women Voters of Minnesota,
charged today, speaking for the
[League,

“This is the second time mem.

SYS- Hlbers of this committee have duck-
ex-i

pedite legislation and destribute

ed the duty of resolving the stale.
Mmate,” she continueq.

On March 26, with two mem-

[
f bers absent, the committee voted

‘9 to 9 on killing the bill and,
again 9 to 9, on sending it to
[the Senate floor by recomment-
|ing it to pass. Therefore, the hill
| remained before the committee,
| On March 28 committee members,
{ by moving adjournment, avoided
(setling a time for g revote, On
April 4 the commitiee voted
| against setting a time for another

“Such delaying taetics are an
example~ot the State Senate's
misuse of the committee system,

which is
legislation
workload
Young

designed to expedite
and distribute the

effectively,” Mrs.
pointed out. “Instead,
some of the Senate committee
members are perverting this sys
tem to kill bills byfstalling unti]
it is too late for fthe Senate t¢
act on them, oy to hamstring
bills by breventing deliberate con.
sideration under the pressure of
the closing days.”

Among other important billg
which have suffered from Senate
committee delays are party desig-
nation and reapportionment, Mrs,
Young concluded, /
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LETTERS TO THE TRIBUNE

Is New Constitution
Beyond Public Ken?

e done s0 successfullvy

—Mrs. Betty Huston, Mrs,
Jean Gordon, Mrs. Mary
Evenson, Minneapolis.
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| Twin CITIES prpss
[* ‘No Pressyre Tactics, |
Please,’ on Amendment,:

Suburban worries aboyt, Sponsors insist the amend- |
amendmaeng No. ] are djs- ment is innncuous. gives the
cussed in tha Hennepin legislatyre N0 authority i/
Coun(y Review, Publisheq by | does Not already Possess sqo

E. Tilton this wee- far ag annexation jg con-

Nothing g, Quickly rajseq Cérned apg only CO”’ECf-"',I
the hackies of Suburban folk | some Serious defects i the
as the Suspicion that Some | state’s Constitution,

7 is Plotting tq de-| But there’s g difference of |
T community by an. Opinion on that point. Some |
f€xation. They, moved to the other, Competent iegai"mindsll
Suburbs tg €Scay 2 the Crowd- think the iegfg]aturp does not |
ing, “biy " and politics of  now have the authority to|
big city life, They don’t want g o idate govern- |
to return um\-'r’flingly_ . al g isions Without
That explaing this €xpand- | the cop, the taxpayers |
ing Opposition to the bro- | affect thz amendment,‘
posed Constitutiona] amend- | No, > Would make the
ment No. 1 Scheduled for|s d DIeSs against an
Consideratign by the elector- annexation plot,

at next fall’s election. | Whatever the truth (thig
thing jg backed by some question Praobably
I e, 'ncludr’ng >
1, attorney fop 4 court test),
Munici S; | maing SOme
att of t} Citizens ing n-born Suspicion

league of Minne i Suburban residents
Sen, Dongld Fraser of Min- i

Neapolis, and some offjciag
of the League of Women

\i(']r'-':ffé S, [derstz Why IS amend-

ment Simply must he pushed
| through this ye g I, why it
Can’t go back for inclusion of
| S0me desired safeguards,

| One thing is certain. If this
|amendment jq Pressed gyer
| the Opposition of Suburban
People, the cir_\'“submban re-
,Iiationsh:'p is not 80ing to im.
Prove, Anqd next time

heed arises for area-wide cq-
| OPeration the doubt and sus-
Picion Which now becloudlf
Suburban minds wi] only pe
that much TOre apparent, | uh

_-_--_-_-ﬁ’—‘_______-__

!




Support for "Amendments L‘eague L]nit Meetings
To the Jditor: Constitutional Amendment T —
, known the home rule amendment, o
;I'l“ar.'l'!".?.’";f_‘." it sing terms of office for O DISCUSB State

the sovernor, lieutenant governor, secretary & b P
state, treasurer and attorney general,
ve the support of the Minneaj )lis League COHStltUtlonal Amendmﬁ‘nls
[ Women Voters., s Lff e oo X
We feel that At m-']d] renté1l is good for Three State Constitutional Unit 8, Sept. 8, Mrs. Stanley
ens f Minneapolis because it Amendmenis which will appear Hobbs, 916 Northland: Unit 9,
strengthens local responsibility by requiring§ lon the Nov. 4 general election Sept. 8, Mrs. J. T. Evans, 2905
the people or the city counci] to vote on ballot will be discussed at the Minnesota; Unit 10, Sept. 12, 1
Hennepin « inty group ol September unit meetings of the p, m., Mrs Carl Hammer, 2001
= :3;‘ ;\:l?l“‘n Duluth League of Women Vot- Jefferson; Unit 11, Sept 11; Unit
]‘:‘d""{?' nn.; '{J}_Jm]" er's. Ti ne and .;)Ean-bu of the meet- 12 Fiv.p‘.._ 10, Mrs. I-I J. Richards,
‘ "DT'J'*'.-"‘] '\‘r.(r!'l(l- ings which ‘.\-'!”IUP .held at 8 620 Leicester; bluLi. 13, Sept.
ment 2.q vould require that “special” laws {p. m. “un_less otherwise stated, 10, Mrs. P. M. Lichierman, 214
enacted by the legislature for Minneapolis| [3T€ a8 follows: Lewis; Unit 14, Sept. 10, Mrs.
be approve by a vote of the people or , Unit 1, Sept. 8, at the home of| Joseph Quinn, 22 East First
»]11m{_~l;|[,,1\ city council before they canj |WiTs. Conrad M. Fredin, 3232|Street; Unit 15, Sept. 8, Mrs.
take effect. | East Fourth streel; Unit 2, Sept. James Morrissey, 814—87 ave-
This amendment also permits the legisla- 11, at 12:45 p. mw, Mrs, Charles|nue West; Unit 16, Sept. 10, Mrs,
ture to lower the present high voting re- |Olds, 2207 Sussex; Unit 3, Eli Orlich, 421 Anderson road]
irements on adopting or amending the| ||Sept. 8, Mrs. John Berdie, 608| Unit 17, Sept. 9, 10 a. m., Mrs,
v charter, We feel that the 4/7 vote now Woodland: Unit 4, Sept. 10,/E. A. Youngsfrand, 4614 West
needed for adopting and the 3/5 vote for| ||Mrs. Jack Marshall, 48 Artavia; Seventh; Unit 18, Sept. 11, Mrs.
-*1-0n.-’i:t_r.- are very ’ni;:h TE > ,t-nrs and Unit 6, Sept. 10, Mrs. John F. Robert Anderson, Jr, 3867
would !'—l-‘.r} to see >m 1'1‘\‘ ered, a re-| | Streitz, 2450 Woodland,; Unit 7,|Miller Trunk; New Unit, Sept.
tVES Sept. 9, 9:45 a. m., Mrs. Thos.|17, Mrs, Robert Alvar, 1214
| Chamberlin, 628 ‘.".‘\_--\d!m!d:.Pledmr::‘{t avenue
f

runni ‘.;‘ to ‘hﬂ

rather than settling our pro lems loc nl._

Also included in this amendment is the =y,
pro ion all “special” laws ssed [p\ - "-"-—-’(.f\-"-""‘/{v
the legislature e affec
ed; and that a ch: r amendmen -_."I]lll!"‘\
an existing ‘“‘specis

: o Amendment 2 would increase 1 terms
more ”“3 of governo lieutenant governor, S etary
Al 1 of state, treasurer and attorney general from

two to four years beginning in 19¢ We

this would permit more efficiency L e i ie r s i- O il h e
nment by allowing time for _
e planning and budgeting, and also 7 ‘”_)‘ 54
would "’iw‘ he officials more time to spend Spremd of Vl”oge The M:nnpupo] s Tribune.
their administrative jobs instead of cam- invites readers o express
paigning for re-election every two Vvears. Government Rupped their opinions en subjects
The fo ur-year term has been recommended To the Editor: The letter of current interest. Letters
by the Little Hoover commission. by Pedir T D e not exceeding 150 words
Many vears of hard work and compromise il p‘mﬁ e S RE AUE€  are preferred. Letters must
have pone into the drafting of these two (March 31), regarding carry the writer's signa-
amendments, and while they may not be moves to bring about & tyre, Street addresses are
perfect they provide a much sounder con- rationalization and consol- not published but must be
stitutional framework than we now haye. idation of municipal serv- included. Letters should be
fota _ 1;:.?\;-.?ln.’_1;-,_1 t \1 ge l1° })enp!-&" i}l. I._\-1_;nneap- ices in suburban areas addressed to fh‘e LeHm:s
L AQITHIL g ghive b0 olis to support _[.': ~c j\nu\umm-n:h, calls attention to one of Ec;-,.‘_\m, of the Minneapolis
‘nment. 1 A -M £Bs ?I'd*““‘” C, Widseth, the most serious evils re- Tribune.
skt o ' president. | sulting from the prolifera-
' ydore A. Olson, tion of villages in the met-
constitutional revision chairman ropolitan area, namely, the
I DTOV e Minneapolis. growth of a horde of of-
.\‘,”w-li W I_zce_—imlders who w J_l p‘u!'
(ncen‘ constitutional revi- their “"'-"'E‘*fd 1‘1gi1i_5 in the
sion chairman, League of petty offices they hold
Women Voters of Minne- above Ih public good, and
sota, Minneapolis. fight all efforts to meet IH":&
needs of our growing
urban population. This is
] iy happening. These
s are organized to
amendment No.

vernment

Imore satisi

adequacy becomes a bit
frichtening when one con-
templates the problems
growing up around us.
The blunt fact is that a
major motive in the organ-
ization of many of these
control of lig-
licenses. I submit that
this is an inadequate mo-
tive —Frederick S. Gram,
St. Paul.

"is.::_

: 3 “now?) vi
occupy an area and govern
population that could
one good munici-
y. We have volunfeer
departments, un-
vined and inadequate po-
ce departments, duplicat-
Ing un".m' building,

-

part mf"li 15

planted by a multiplicit;
little and inadequate
l]age departments.

when it comes to the vital
and sensitive matter of
public hml'h services,
well, the village fathers of
one village had a field day
recently, ridiculing the
very idea. This kind of in-




The Hennepin county dele-
the senate heard
vigorous support and opposi-
tion Thursday to.a statewide

gation in

bill permitting adoption and
amendment of home rule

Letters to' thé Tribune
Home Rule Measure

Draws Praise, Nays

ing sentiments of the moment
imay be written into the
document.

The delegation does not
have the bill under formal
consideration, but may be
|called upon to express its
views at a local government

testing and also disarma-
ment, thus lessening the
possibility of World Wa
1IT.—Louise Huebner,
neapolis.

Disagre
of Amendment No. 1

_ To the Editor: Blooming-
ifon’'s newspaper editor,
Pete Donaghue, has created
quite a stir with his oppo-
sition to constitutional
amendment No, 1. He says
if this amendment passes,

I
|
t¢
|
|
|

charters by simple majority
vote. day.

Verne Johnson, of the
Citizens League of Minne-
apolis and Hennepin County,
sald Minnesota star alone
among .the 20 states per-

home rule charters
juiring - more fthan
ple majority vote to adopt
or change charters.

Sen, Daniel Feidt, Minne-
apolis, commented that at
least one state—California—
also requires legislative ap-
proval of proposed changes.

Another league representa-
tive, Stanley K, Platt, pointed
out that amendment No. 1
carried Hennepin county by
a 4 to 1 plurality. In some
Minneapolis wards, he added,
the figure was as high as

ity indicates,
Minneapolis
lents want passage of the

Opposition to” the proposal
was voiced by George
Bestrom, Minneapolis Tax-
payers, association.

Arguing that a charter is
a basic document, he urged
keeping a system that makes
one difficult to amend.

'‘Otherwise, he suggested,
amendments reflect-

charter

committee hearing on it Mon-

suburbia will be swallowed
by Minneapolis against the
will of suburbanites,

I hope Minnesota resi-
dents haven't gotten the
impression that all Don-
aghue’s readers agree with
him. It takes a bit of time
to read the amendment,
compare it with the pres-
ent constitution, and listen
to the arguments of Don-
aghue and those who dis-
agree with him, But after
this is done, one can only
come to the conclusion
that Donaghue’s arguments
are based on his interpre-
tation of the amendment
and his prediction of things
to come,

Lawyers, legislators, ex-

Amendment No. 1 Annex'a'ﬁon Plot?

Nothing so quickly
urban folk as the suspicion that
city is plotting to devour their community |
annexation, They moved to the suburbs 11":
cape the erowding, “bigness”
ca!,\r_.lafe_ turn unwillingly.

lhat explaing this expanding opposition rl':
the proposed constitutional Amendment No. 1
acheduled for consideration by the o e
next fall's election.

and politics of hig

—J-- Y =
Ihey don't want fo re

lectorate at
\ The thing is backed bv some
pretty solid people including Orville I’n'. :
attorney for the League ] :
ley Platt of the Citizens
State Senator

terson,
of Municipalities: Stan.
League of Minneapolis;
Donald Fraser of Minneapolis: and
some officials of the League ;

5 0 of Women Voters.
Sponsors insist

S ] the amendment is innocuous,
&ives the legislature no authoritv

: it does not al-
ready possess so far

as annexation is concerned
and only eorreets some serious
8tate’s constitution.

._Bu!‘there's 2 difference of opinion on that
mel, Some other, competent legal minds think

defects in the

raises the hackles of sub-
some nearby
¥

£s-

; - 4
Y ul ki 1
the legislature does not now have the authority

Lo merge or

consolidate governmental

Lhe

subdivi
siong without consent of the

that Amendment No, 1
make the suburbs helpless against an annexation
plot.

fected

thus would

Whatever; the truth (this

never could “be determined without a court
the ;

question probably

: : Lest),
fact remains some
the in-born suspicion of

tempers are rising and
; . many suburban residents
for their big city neighbors j

thei 13 becoming
emphatic.

mp ¢ lo understand
why this

must be pushed
why it can’t go back for
: desired safeguards. !

One thing is certain. If this
pressed over the opposition
the eity-suburban
improve, And the need

cooperation the doubt
now beclouds suburban
be that muech more apparent,

Crities find it
amendmen|
through this year . . .

inciusion of some

hard
simply

amendment is
of suburb#h people,
relationship is not going
next time

lo
I i arises for
ares-w P
ea-wide and suspicion
which ill
Wi

minds only

R NN

laxpayvers af-

peri fe, tradition and
ftbooks disagree with
him. So do I and so do
others who have taken the
time to look into the facts.
And we're just as opposed
to consolidation with Min-
neapolis as is our other-
wise well-informed editor,
—Mrs. E., H, Newsirom,
Bloomington.

e

TR
2 was very grati}ymg , {3 s
the League of Women Vot-
ers of Minnesota, While
the league was only one of
many organizations urging
adoption of amendments,
we have worked in the
field of constitutional re-
vision for 10 years and are
pleased that basic improve-
ments have been accepted
at the last three elections.

Much credit this year
should go, too, to the Min,
neapolis Star and Tribune,
whose excellent education-
al articles and editorial
championing of the Home
Rule amendment got the
message across to thou-
sands of voters who might
otherwise not have been
reached.

The fact that the consti-
tutional amendments of-
fered by the legislature
since 1953 have been basic
and important accounts,
we feel, for their endorse-
ment by statewide groups
and their approval by the
voiers.

However, it is unfortu-
nate that the large amounts
of time, energy and money
used in explaining the
amendments should go to-
»Ward only three constitu-
tional improvements, when
with some additional effort
the complete job of consti-
tutional revision could be
done through a convention.
The League of Women
Voters affirms the belief
that it is less expensive to
revise the constitution
through a convention than
to spread the task out
through the years by
| amendments. Meanwhile,
we applaud the legislature
for submitting to the peo-
ple for their vote these
amendments which sub-
stantially improve-eurstate
constitytion, — Mrs. Ken-
neth W. Green, constifu-
tional \revision.—cliairman,
League of Women Voters
of Minnggota, Minneapolis.

o

L LN 4

more .
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Rochester Youth’s Essay
on Constitution Wins -

A 16-year-old Rochester, Minn., youth has won the
League of Women Voters' Centennial essay contest for his
paper urging a convention to revise the state constitution.

Joseph G. Rushton, Jr., a high school junior in Roches-
ter, will receive a 30-volume set of Encyclopedia Ameri-
cana. He and three runners-up will be guests at the Cen-
tennial parade, St. Paul Festival of Nations and Statehood
day ceremonies this week,

Runners-up are Pat At-
tema, 17, and Jane Rohrer,
17, both of Worthington,
Minn,, second and third place
winners, and Richard Gross-
man, 14, 2401 W. Fifty-sec-
ond street, ninth - grader at
Minneapolis Southwest high
school.

Rushton, In his essay, said
the Minnesota constitution is
obsolete and needs 118 more
changes.

He said a constitutional
convention would cost about
$600,000, whereas a series of
elections on proposed amend-
ments might cost nearly two
million dollars.

Judging'the 120 entries in




65 Per Cent in State Favor Vote in 1960
on Calling Constitutional Convention

Nearly two out of !hree|pubhc will not get to vote on | Forty- I1\e per cent of them
state residents (65 per cent) |the matter in 1960. The sen- [call it “a poor idea.”
favor letting Minnesota vot-|&t€ judiciary committee in| Next, interviewers put this
ers decide in | February voted to postpone|question:
idGO J\'\-'hether _ . |mdef1n|telv a bill which| <«rprs peen suggested that|
: i ‘ would have permitted voters|;p, volers of Minnesola be
to hold a con- |to decide whether to call a|gsked to decide, in 1960,
g ks G B L |constitutional convention. |u:‘w{lm to call a state con-
¥ise LuF eiale The committee action Virtu-|yention for the purpose of re-
constitu- e ally kills the measure for|ypriting the state constitu-

tion, ”}"3 M'“ MINNESOTA !this session. \tion. Do you think the ques-
neapolis Trib- POLL Public reaction on the is-|zion of calling such a con-
une’s Minne- sue was measured by Minne- | .nti0n should be put to the
sota Poll finds. {sota Poll field reporters Who |, fers next vear, or should
Twenty-two per cent are|interviewed a balanced cross- |, ;s

|against having the conven- section of men and women,
|tion issue on the 1960 ballot, ‘]11;13?? in all parts of the state. All Callége-
irst question was: sdulis froined
Thirteen per cent are unde-| = q | Should 657, 599
cided. Minnesota’s state consti-|Should not . ... ... 22° 33"

If the public were to vote|fution has been changed|No opinion 8
“today” about having a con-|many times, through ﬂmmd ~
1009, 1009
vention, 44 per cent say thevlmé’”h in the 100 years RHI(‘E’I - /0 70
would vote for it, and 36 per |1f was adopted. Some people| Almost nine out of 10
cent against it. The remain-|{8ay we should rewrite the|2dults (87 per cent) who
ing 20 per cent are unde-|8late constitution now . . .| think it is a good idea to re-
cided. | make it modern. Do you your-| Write the constitution also
- . self think it would be a good |say the question should be

£ DUR'ff\? MANY past ses-|ideq or a poor idea to have|Put to the voters in 1960.
sions of the state legislature, | tpe ctate constitution rewrit-| The final question in the

lawmakers have conmdered, ’ | Survey was:

ten?”
the matter of calling a con-| .. ; i “
stitutional (ronventi(ﬁm How.| The replies of all people| “If the matter were put to

ever, sSponsors never have | interviewed, compared with|the volers, and the election
mustered the'necessary two-|L10Se Of persons having some |were being held today —
thirds majority in both the| |college training: |would you vote in favor of

All  Collage- udhrrf,r a convention to re-
house and t s t dul ined
- d the senate during| e et lwrite the constitution, or

the same session. Good idea b 55%

hi 3 .Pner idea g 99" |against it?”
This year Gov. Orville L.|Gther answers. . .. . 2 ! The replies:

'Freem'm told the legislature|ng opinion 14 All  Collége-
that “we need to give the| Sgmihaiang
{people a chance to vote on| 100% 100% | k‘arﬁ:‘s?r 4% 3:5%
the desirability of a full revi-| Farm residents show the|No opinion 1
sion of our\qtare constitu- | least enthusiasm of any group |

tion.’ in the state papulatmn for. 100% 100%,

But it appedrs that the lconstitu ti on a! wv'q:rm Forty-seven per cent of th“

| The answers:

cent

R"‘plhh(’![h and 46 per
of the DFL backers say they'd
vote in favor of calling the
\convention, but 44 per cent
lof the independents Sy
they’'d vote against if.

A MAIJORITY of youhger
Minnesotans—those under 40
years of age—favor the idea
nf a convention, but older
men and women tﬁnd to be

divided on t.hr_*..';j;{:e.
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State Women
to Vote on
¢_onstitution

portionment of the
lature and revision
i sota constitu-
dby items in
ue of Women Voters
were expected
today from the
enda for the next
|
The move, recommended
eague board of di
irs, were up for approval
by the state league conven-

during the afternoon

11
al-

The board recommenda-
tion was that the league now
attend to Minnesota’s elec-
tion laws, ethics in govern-
ment and party designation
for legislators and others,

ber it was felt

cial attention should be given

7 labels for
has never taken

tion at the co
Opponents of

iently have

bills by
oificials to :

Mrs. E. Stanley Kane,
eague lobbyist and reappor-
tionment expert, stressed
that both reapportionment
and constitutional revision
would remain in the league
program as “continuing re-
sponsibilities.”

Mrs. Angrist added that

ng was growing in
circles that little of
gislation the league be-
lieved impo
enacted until

subject

likely to fail today.
procedure requires two-
thirds approval to add items
not recommended by the
board to the two-year
agenda.

Dropepd entirely
league concern was the sul
ject of fair employment prac-
tices laws. Mrs. Angrist ex-
plained the league does not
believe the present law is
endangered any longer and is
not ready to consider present
changes.

The convention at the
Lowry hotel, St. Paul, winds
up today.

Mrs. Anderson Re-elected

Women Voters President

Mrs., O. H. -Anderson,|Seymour, Bloomington.
Tahtomedi, today was re Directors who were re-

cted president of the elected irciude 2. Rober:

eague of Carlson, C ite Falls; Mrs.

-...n'»:-n Voters & John r, Moorhead,

Minnesota. : and /illiam Whiting,
organiza- raton

ends its %% : i ! Si , Minne-

nnial state irman of the
wvention in 09-61 nominating commit-
Paul today. ee. Others on the commit-
her : tee include Mrs. Homer Man-

' % | tis, St. Paul, and Mrs. E. H.

T

Newstrom, Bloomington.

Kenneth Mrs. Anderson
ord, Roseville, first vice-
ident, and Mrs. O, .

1ski, Richfield, second

Newly elected officers are
Arthur Welch, Duluth,
ary, and Mrs. Robert O.

s, Edina, treasurer,

New board of directors

yers are Mrs. R. Drew
Louis

AWARD WIN

s i 1aft
terrace, -left

whith ends




Senate Bill

By DANIEL J. HAFREY
Minneapolis Tribune
Staff Writer

The Minnesota house of
representatives Wednesday
passed a senate-approved
“home-rule”
to Gov. Freeman.

The senate version permits
adoption or amendment of
municipal charters by 55 per
cent of those voting on the
matter. The house earlier had
passed a bill lowering the
present requirement to 521,
per cent.

But Rep. Peter Popovich,
St. Paul Liberal who had
been one of the principal ad-
vocates of lowering the re-
quirement, yesterday moved
that the house accept the
senate version.

“I didn’t dare let it go to
a conference committee,” he
explained later, because of
the danger of losing whatev-
er had been gained. There is
strong opposition to lower-
ing the requirement among
a number of powerful Con-
servative senators.

THE PRESENT require-|

ment is a 57 per cent majori-
ty of those voting in the elec-
tion on adoption of a new
charter and 60 per cent for

amendment. |

One of the main bene-
|ficiaries of the bill, its back-
ers say, will be Minneapolis
whose [jalmost - 40 - year - old
|chartgf has been described |
|as inffffective, financially |

o Home Rule

bill and sent it|

{ i ; ' |
House Passes | Minmeapolis

Florning
Tribune

** 15

| Thurs., April 9, 1959

{Edina, who have been hold-
|ing out for a lower require-
ment,

| IN ANOTHER action af-
fecting Minneapolis, the Hen-
Inepin county delegation in-
troduced a bill converting
Minneapolis from a special
to a special independent|
| school district. The bill would |
|permit the board of educa-|
|tion to issue bonds of up to
[two million dollars., The
| board also could raise school
millage rates, but the in-
crease could be challenged.

Immediately after -the
house session the committee
on cities of the first and sec-
ond class met to recommend
passage of the bill.

The house also gave pre-
|Iimirmry approval fo a group
of bills relating to watershed
districts, including one giv-|
ing the districts power to
levy up to one mill in taxes.
| A $20,000 limit for any such
‘dist;'ict would be placed on
the tax.

Approved was a concur-
resolution setting for|

Friday a joint h(‘-lih‘fi‘i

!l‘E‘-I]E

noon

land senate session to elect

[four University of Minnesota

regents. ,
n

wasteful and hard to change.

| Yesterday's action was an
anticlimax to previous ex-
tended and heated debate on
the subject. Without debate,
the house voted, 118 to 2,
for adoption,

Voting against were Rep.
Sally Luther, Minneapolis,
and Rep. C. Donald Peterson,

It's Progress, Anyway
THE LEGISLATURE/has finally passed
a bill which will-Jower the voting percent-
ages needeé—# e acirapi:rjln or Eii‘l‘.(‘j:jd-
ment of city charters in Minnesota. The
new figure is 55 per cent as c.ompared to
present requirements of 60 per ‘cent (to
amend) and 57 per cent (to adopt). :
This represents a victory for thel r:(__?n;a:e
over the house, which favored a 52 !.:'o_, per
cent majority. And it is a disappointing
(1evelnp1ﬁem for those legislators who ta’--
vored a simple majority provision in the
bill. :
The Tribune feels that 55-per cent 1s:an
unnecessarily high requirement. It \\;rmll‘__l
have preferred a lower figure, Yet the 1.‘I‘I1
which has just gone to Gov. I-_t_'r:em:ms
desk is Sorety—Better than no bill at all.
For Minnesota it means that the d|1lbu:u![
process of amending the charter has J?L’??_‘.l;i
eased and that we can now shoot at 99
per cent instead of that 1‘01‘bidd1r}g 60.
Perhaps the next legisia!}lro, having 2
little more faith in majority rule, f\'.l”
lower the hurdle still further, Meanwhile
we can bs grateful that a !it_tle progress
has been made even though Minnesota .sml
remains the only one of 20 home rule char-
ier states which does not have a simple
majority provision,




‘ .
Women Voters

| The members of the Cass

Lake League of Women Vot-
‘ms and their guests enjoyed

1 pot-luck dinner on August
21 at the home of Mrs. James
seward. Guests for the even-
ing were Mrs. S. K. Alphson, | ja
Mrs. James Bohn, Mrs. Edgar
Carman, DMrs. Charles Bul-
lard, Mrs. Gasman, Mrs. Gun-,
ther Jahnke, Mrs. Conrad Ol- |
son, Mrs. Alvin Swanberg and
Mrs. Darold Westerberg, '

offi-
were in- |
League Chair-
men explained the various
fields of Leagcue work in
which the members are
studying and those in which
| action is being taken.

|
|
|
Mrs. T. V. Grandy, Na-
|

Following the dinner,
cers of the League
troduced and

tional Chairman, discussed
Foreign Aid, the League’s po- |
gition to “support U. S. eco- |
nomic policies which promote
world deve.opment and main-
tain a sound U. 8. economy”,
and water conservation,.

Mrs. Rudolph Jacobson,
{State Chairman, discussed |
| the League’s work in support
RO%. amendments to improve
the constitution of the State
ot Minnesota: the League’s
wSupport of principles of em-
ployment on merit and the
{#4budy of problems of discrim-
| ination.

In the absence of Local
Chairman, Mrs. Axel Erick-
son, Mrs. C. R. Swenson e\-
plained the League’s study of
| housing in Cass Lake and
their work for Urban renew- |
al. |

Urban renewal will be the
theme of the League’s Fall
Festival booth. The term ‘Ur-
| ban Renewal’ is used to de-
fine any improvements made |
in the appearance of a e¢ity’s
building and landscaping.

Special emphasis will be |
given to interesting citizens |
of Cass Lake in improved |
housing and zoning, |

Mrs. Lyle Chisholm, Legis- |
lative Chairman, reported on |
Governor Anderson’s reqt uest |
for the public to write their |
respective Representatives to |
work out a compromise be-
tween the two houses for re-|
districting the State, and to |
bring the taconite amend-
ment before the legislature.
The Governor would then call
a special session of two or
three days. Failure to re-dis-
trict the State of Minnesota
means that Representatives
to Congress will be elected at
large and some areas of the
state may not be properly re-|
presented. |

Mrs. C. R. Swenson, Voters
Service Chairman, discussed
ways in which the League has
encouraged political activity
through Candidates meetings
questionaires to the Candi-
dates and telephoning to get |

| out the vote. '

| Publications were discuss-
ed by Mrs, Swenson and Mrs. |
Grandy. Publications help
members study, discuss and
take action on local state and
national issues, and they help
inform citizens on govern-|
mental issues.

'

Study Problems

68% Think Legislature
Should Meet Yearly

‘Lues-

rural 1m}(1_.1 S \‘.“’“
tioned.

Two out of three voting-
age Minnesotans think the

state legislature should THE TWO pri nrér}nl o
pet auallyv. rather tha
| meet annt ually, rather than .« hy. peo
\ e T et h {1every two e
¥ : . 4_,/ I | e, as it '\l"r‘u’} : ‘]\ R pue
el MRS. Philip Frisch, representing|yL " are preferabl \{)
['Q the I,E-l“'l(’ of Women Voters, spoke 'Dir U“ hind: sessions are:
[an the amendments to be voted on| ‘:L'H 1. “Some
[,.{1} the coming elec tion, when she § s ;'—"W_]- '1
|appeared as a guest at the meet-| & _"}j’(\i;_:_l; . .
A lLCWIUC [
of the Business dnd" Profes- | i JEee MINNESOTA
_+|sional Women's Club Thursday. (234 Vey m poLL
. |Miss Alice Smith also was a guc—:ﬁ..' i

i

10 han
could

rib-
Minnesota

in

Poll,

T 2 vhich a representative
- sartipn of urban and

ne’s

beent su

“It has ;
state legislature

that the
\meet every year for a 60-
!l'_!,{__.
S:’S.\‘f(}f!
Which

|day session, instead of

\present  90-day
levery other year.
do you favor—having the
\state legislature meet
|every year, or every other

.y;_f”_:,-.

The replies;
. - Total Man Women
Should meet
every
_year 68% 69% 67%
Should meet
every oth-
19 22 18
> 1 o
3 8 17
1009% 1009% 100%

(*—Less than 1 per cent.)

eral persons
favor annual
it didn't inve

inze
i1

year is |)LL.E'-
for the mo

other

f\\\} v -
fine in the pas
L

lred
KEd
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Group to Work
on Simplifying
Char‘ier Shifts e

TED KOLDERIE
?\.‘i.-nno.apr_wflﬁ Tribune

Staff Writer %
league of Min
and villag
to lobby
legislature for a law

could

enting voic
d to \\:,"‘n for
ehang ":, J.‘ {”r basic state law
|,.dl‘. D

easier

53
dand

irman of
nittee whicl
recomimer
said

'I*.{‘ 'lJE-—

, he prec
basic idea, he

it pe lwﬂl)](,‘ to
G
has ac-
ters over
the y the
vision

charter »
“to regulate the eret of
1 ng posts or rings for
stening horses.”
THE PROPOSAL would

open up a third way to bring
proposed charter amend-
ants before the voters, by
riving a city council author-
ty to propose changes.
Amendments can now be
sored only by the offcial
commission or by a
petition. The pro-
harter ar 1'“[1 nn; t de-
in June

. The council acti
:-I_;n be put to a public
5 per cent of the voters
petitio sned for a referendum.

A (OL\CIL could not use
5 , however, Lo
hange UL}- s basic form
of . government, increase|
tages, deprive the people of
an' existing right to vote on
a proposition or elective of-
or affect the liquor pa-

is now the m“l}*i

‘\‘. ere L“.zr -tér commis- |
sions are appointed, _-di.‘.zer
than elected, Fraser said.

?\T{"Y"}m'q are sr?lec.ted h_a-' the |
jutiges of the district court.

The league’s proposal]

a city, i it

e its charter

commission elected by the

people.
J 1 on charters
35 points in the
lative | f‘gmm which the
ague agreed to take to the
session opening .n J.umd:»

TWO POINTS in the pro-
gram were d]-}ppm[ by dele-
gates during the league 's an-
nual convention in Winona,
Minn., Friday. These called
for l‘fl(é.ldtlrm }‘“tl‘mtll 1g Ci-
ties to consolidate fire and
police ,Jens.nn plans into the
general public crplmcs re-
{irement program, and set-
tihg out local standards for|
licensing electricians.

Some 600 delegates attend-
ed the league’s 46th annual
convention, which concen-
trated on “the challenge of
the '60’s

Lnere was s

avy l_'j‘

3 l;zme Is and
188 cemered on the
ng pwb.emx of metro-
itan are

“BL 4§ lT I’ AS
illage er \
ul suburb commented
'€ ;20!!]_&:{ on ii

dthe T

LeFevre, village

Richfield and
> was elected
: resident. Miles Bowl
er, mmn of Le Center, was
chosen vice president.
elected to

Four new frustees werdg
elected to two-year terms
William Rich, St. Cloud engi
J"C"‘r. Warren Hyde, Edin
village manager; "Baldy Han
son, mayor of Austin; ang
Irving Oison, clerk at Bagley
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L of WV Meeting
Set For March

Various unit meetings
last March meetings the
Moorhead League of Women
Voters are as followsT—

Unit one—wil meet Tuesday,
March 28, at 8 p.m. at the home

| of Mrs. R. R. Thompson, 519 18th
St. N. Discussion leader is Mrs.
Harding Noblitt.

Unit two will meet Wednes-
day, March 22 at 8 p.m. at the
home of Mrs, Arthur Aretf, 824
15th St. N. Mrs. Eunice Dinga
is discussion leader.

Unit three meets Thursday,
March 23 at 9:45 a.n. at the
home of Mrs, C. W. Derrick, 1715
14th St. S. B

ss Alice Grover is
discussion lead
Unit four meets Thursday,
March 23 at 2 p.m. at the home
of Mrs. Amc Maxwell, 1411
Ninth Ave. inia Neu-
malier is discu pader.
Various programs are under
the dirfiction of Miss Alice Gro-
ver, lg2al chairman of the na-
tudy . Consensus on
nat study items
will be takan the economic
development home and
abroad.

the

for
of

onal
on
at

MINMESOTA NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION
MINNEAPOLIS

TWO HARBORS
CHRONICLE
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Women Voters Annual

Meeting on

The annual meeting of the
League of Women-¥eiers of Silver
Bay will "be held at 6:30 Im.
Thur

nference room.

Mrs. Ca
dent, will g
during
will vote
change;

trom, Ppr 151~
the business
the mem-

proposed

session
on a

adopt

will be, “Our ite Consti-
Should It Be Amended
Mrs. James G. Gray,

ning
ution, or

Rewritten?"

April 6

will be the guest speaker and

Allen Thorngren, Mrs. Vern
and Mrs, Vernon Buxton will
present a skit. Reservations should
made with the wvarious unit
leaders before April 3.

4Ty

Mrs.
i
L.e¢

e

er commitiee consists
Judson Bentley, reser-
wis F. Kummer,
® decora and Mrs., Ed-
. ward M. Bartsch, publicity.




MNA Clipping Bureau
SILVER BAY NEWS

men Voters Officers—
B L

League of Wo

Officers of the League of Women Voters presiding =zt the annual League meeting were from left, Miss
Myrtle Hillestad, Mrs. Clinton Maxwell, Mrs. Lewis Kummer, Mrs. Carl Hultstrom, Mrs, Arthur Welch,

Duluth, Mrs. Wayne Bolitho and Mrs. Earl Carmer (Photo by Mike Morgan)

T TN I ek i A : Wo)mﬂ Poters
s. Alle ornore
Mrs. Allen Thor 1gren S

i i I Wi | . .
Heads Women Voters | Constitution|
i, e eatnril  thit -~ petbsanan) Mrs. [?ru?ll{ Patton

1t of the woter regist on adopted. S 1‘1‘1‘\'.('! M:MU' delegaton, sad
Woren Vot ! L P IR Philip Frisch, an observer, were in
Al A urged the mem- attendance last Thurday and Friday
LYoo el at the 38th biennial state convention
(No. 963) on of the League of Women Voters of
Mrs. Arthur Minnesota. !

Bartsch, second Welch, Duluth, state board mem- A study of the Minnesota state
Mrs. Vernon e Ll Aok Support l1or : constitution and employment by
etary. A ew commitice to merit and eivil rights were the top-
i r L d to review and i aE o
stitution ics selected for a 2-year program by

ita'\ml. e the League’s 400-plus delegates.
studv the Mrs. O. H. Anderson of Mahto-
iy Cfre medi, who was re-elected state presi-
ed ;,-!“.,_]- SH ot the if a'ingutiu- din- dent, sumnw! up League EL('li‘\"iiﬁil“f‘:
Sarnilise. desiatod ner and 1 meeting, which by saying, “We can be the political
Sra Jahnson| and. Mrsy oo aedusl i 53 members and gadfly that pricks away at the plea-
Hopkins. guests, Mrs. James D. Gray, Jr., sant lethargy in which the citizen so
: . . spoke u:-,."-' ¢ The Consti- often sleeps.”
{ 111':-;&'1'«.’& S Ehaia ; e = l;t‘m.,t,“"k,}\ltzl;: ;  John Bebaut of Rutgers unix
h the league S non S 1. Thorngren
voted to ease the annual dues and Mrs., Vernon Buxton.
to five dollars yearly in order to Mrs. Hulistrom announced a
do a more effective job in the combined meeting of the retiring
community. Since the league has beard and new board to b‘(\.‘
studied the need for per 1ent igh schooul in the | legislator from Park Rapids, spoke
egistration it was decided hon gs)sla) om at 8 p. m. on her experiences in the legislature. |
Silver Bay [hursdey, April 2% | Mrs. Kenneth Sigford of Roseville |
received the Hope Washburn award
for distinguished service to the

Frey and
Donald Lin-

urban studies center, who h

lon “F s of state government
'y o
[\I-"_.'J

antiquation or new role?
Fsther Fieldman, freshman woman |

[ eague.

Other business transacted was
adoption of the state budget, elec-
tion of officers, and selections of
“continuing responsibilities” of the
eague—ethies in government, elec-
tion laws, papby=esignation, home
rule and constitutional revision.




REVISION AND RIGHTS

Women Voters Set
2 Major Programs

an rights revi 1| Sf ilities

nnesota constitution | prog
chief study and| Ethics in government —
. conflict of interest and lobby
ton
DrOSrAm Election laws, ps
‘the le : and corrupt

Home rule,

Constitutional - revision by
convention — constitutional
convention, periodic submis
- sion to the i
N rig ILem | ayestion of calling a conven-
was defeated the first time 1. workable amending

yund but was passed by &| nrocess. clear { execu-

bout 400

majority of delegates I'| tive res 1li adequate

being voted ' ! '
Spec

for continued

j"i'iIH'i.]'lll-':\'
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vesterd
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Mrs.

Fia Anderson
adaed e
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their “con
bilities." This wo
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ntion

o Falls,

ves
v IOV y Directors el
Thursday add fax-| . D
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at which a state ta> X * 1 Ing mou
: % s Iy Field-
item has been propos and | * ¥, . r Field W
. J Liberal,
plement

defeat
THE ININAN
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nonpartisan
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the studies in good gov
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men Voters of

CEREMONIAL FIRE — League of W
Mound had its version of a “mortgage burning” cere-
mony Wednesday afternpon at the home of Mrs. Richard
M. Schwart, Halstead’s bay, Lake Minnetonka. The group
held the victory celebration to burn the literature used in
10 years of study and work for state legislative reappor-
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!;25 Porlland Av., Minne-
|Star and Tribune Company.

|53-3111
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have changed their minds, noting that
amendments have brought about many of
the needed reforms.

The Minnesota League of Women Vot-
ers, long an advocate of 2 conyention, is
turning more attention to the amending
process. Presently the league is analyzing
the constitution section by section and
also is studying proposed amendments
which will be on the 1962 ballot. The
league’s position seems to be that the con-
vention method is best for overhauling the
constitution but that, in view of legisla-
tive and public apathy, amendments may
be more feasible. |

First official step toward a (fonvention
would be approval by a two-thirds vote in
each chamber of the legislature, then ap-
proval by a majority of those voting in the
next general election, then legislative pro-
vision for election of delegates, Sen. Stan-
ley Holmquist, author of several bills for
a convention, didn’t even bother to intro-
duce such a bill this year and has said he
doubts the voters would approve a con-
vention. But he thinks they should have
a chance to pass on the matter.

There is no guarantee that a conven-
tion would produce a perfect constitution.
Some state conventions have been disap-
pointing. Even so, a Minnesota convention
should be given periodic attention. In the
meantime let the amending process go
forward.
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CEREMONIAL FIRE — League of Women Voters of
Mound had its version of a “mortgage burning” cere-
mony Wednesday afterngon at the home of Mrs.kRichard
M. Schwart, Halstead's bay, Lake Minnetonka. The group
held the victory celebratiofy to burn the literature used in
10 years of study and work for state legislative reappor-
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State Constitutions

A CONSTITUTIONAL convention got
under way in Michigan this week. It prob-
ably will continue about seven months, for
each of the 144 delegates receives $1,000
2 month to a maximum of $7,500. Impor-
tant proposals look to realignment of the
many state agencies, a shorter election
ballot with the governor appointing his
cabinet, a four-year term for governor,
and a boost in the present $250,000 limit
on state debt, which is the same as Min-
nesota’s constitution imposes.

Elsewhere around the country there is
great interest in making state government
and state constitutions more effective. But
no other constitutional conventions are
in immediate prospect, Voters in several
states have rejected conventions in recent
years. California voters approved a con-
vention in 1933 but the legislature never
has taken the necessary action .to get
delegates together.

In Minnesota pressure for a convention,
strong a few years ago, seems (O have
subsided somewhat. The Minnesota con-
stitutional commission, appointed in 1947,
reported to the governor and legislature in
1949 and asked a convention to modernize
the largely outmoded constitution. Since
then some members of the commission
1ave changed their minds, noting that
amendments have brought about many of
the needed reforms.

The Minnesota League of Women Vot-
ers, long an advocate of @ convention, is
turning more attention to the amending
process. Presently the league is analyzing
the constitution section by section and
also is studying ‘proposed amendments
which will be on the 1962 ballot. The
league’s position seems to be that the con-
vention method is best for overhauling the
constitution but that, in view of legisla-
{ive and public apathy, amendments may
bhe more feasible. '

First official step toward a \jonvention
would be approval by a two-thirds vote in
each chamber of the legislature, then ap-
proval by a majority of those yoting in the
next general election, then legislative pro-
vision for election of delegates. Sen. Stan-
ley Holmquist, author of several bills for
a convention, didn't even bother to intro-
duce such a bill this year and has said he
doubts the voters would approve a con-
vention. But he thinks they should have
a chance to pass on the matter.

There is no guarantee that a conven-
tion would produce a perfect constitution.
Some state conventions have been disap-
pointing. Even so, a Minnesota convention
should be given periodic attention. In the
meantime let the amending process go
forward.
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Revising Constitutions

A LEAGUE of Women Voters official
suggests, in a letter on this page, that Gov,
Andersen appoint a new constitutional
commission composed of legislators and
citizens. A similar commission was ap-
pointed by Gov. Youngdahl in 1947 and
it made a constructive report to the 1949
legislature, Many of the constitutional
changes recommended then have been ef-
fected through amendments.

The commission also recommended that
a constitutional convention be held. That
has not happened, of course, and does not
seem likely in the near future, Even if
the legislature were to approve submit-
ting the question to the voters—which is
highly doubtful—there is no certainty the
voters would approve. Voters in other
states have rejected similar proposals. The
current constitutional convention in Mich-
igan is the first in any state in several
years,

But, as in Minnesota, constitutional re-
vision has gone forward, Administrative
procedures have been extensively reorgan-
ized by amendments in 18 states in the
past 10 years. Nineteen legislatures now
meet annually, 12 more than did so a dec-
ade ago. Governors now serve four-year
terms in 34 states, and Minnesota will
make the number 35 after the 1962 elec-
tions. Ten years ago only 28 states had
four-year terms for governors.

The League of Women Voters is under-
taking a study of the state constitution to
determine how well the document has
been amended since the 1948 report and
what still needs to be done in view both
of that report and of present conditions.
Such a survey would be an excellent start-
in§yplace for a new commission, which al-
so cyuld examine the question of whether
or not the state needs a constitutional con-
vention.
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EVERYBODY'S IDEAS

Asks Constitutional Comlliission
To the Editor: Your Oct. 6 editorial com-
menting on the value of periodic state con-
stitutional conventions s a ed well what has
1g been the firm bel of the League of
ymen Voters of Minnesota: that the con-
vention method of constitutional revision is
the best one.

We still believe this, However. public
pressure for the calling of a constitutional
ention seems to b(_ off, at least tempo-
Meanwhile from 1954 to 1961 about

(H ;m cent of the amendments submitted by

H e legislature to the voters have passed,

For these re asons the league is in the proc-
ess of taking a long look at the amendment
method OI’ re -.‘.\]OH.

We have asked Gov. Andersen to appoint
a statewide legislator-citizen committee to
review those sections and articles which
still urgently need chang ing. [ho Minnesota
constitutional commission of 13 years ago
served a useful purpose in recommending
changes, many of which have been incor-
porated into subsequent amendments.

It is our hope that other groups interested
in constitutional reform will join us in urg-
ing the appointment of such a mmmmc

Minneapolis. —Mrs. A. J. Ru‘hter

Constitutional Revision Chairtnan,

Editor’'s Note: See today’s editorial, “Re-
vising Constitutions.”
*
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LWV Lends a Hand

THE MINNESOTA League of Women
Voters has ammounced active support for
three proposed amendments to the state
constitution which will be on the Novem-
ber ballot this vear. The league has made
an intensive s:i?_i(!;,f of the issues involved
in these amendments and its approval i
significant.

Amendment 1 would widen the invest-
ment field for state trust funds, the in-
come of which goes chiefly to public
school and university education. Amend-
ment 2 would remove the present $250,-
000 limitation on state debt. Amendment
3 would permit legislative sessions of 120

» present limit is 90 days.

There is no organized opposition to any

of the three amendments, but some seat-

tered criticism has been heard against |

Amendmer because it does not set a
LEP‘ nite 1i it on state debt, permitting
to make that decision.

For many years the legislature got
around the $250,000 debt limitation by
wvoting certificates of indebtedness for
state bui programs. Because it also

up 7 m refire i‘m Cer-
tificates the amounts—
roughly $50 1 l.o._ for recent bienniums
10 t‘c'arr.‘.:.—‘.‘.i_\-' a part of the state
the Minne Supreme Court

led otherwise.
a result, the 1961 islature voted

l‘..lld iled program for the university,

colleces and. institutions. Even that
5111)1(‘]!“1‘16(! unless Amend-

me Thus Amendment 2 is the
most pressing (:1 the three and that is the
reason a citizens committee has been
forme f 1 yassage. Dr.
and Mrs.

the

set

to say that the other two

aren't important. The state

nds now earn about $8 million a

Amendment 1 passes, the trust

inds \\f.ul\] earn an estimated $3 million
year more.

If Amendment 3 fails, the legislature

would meet in 90-day sessions each two

and also in special sessions on the

the governor. But it is obvious that

rowing complexity of state business

a longer regular session necessary.

Thus it is encouraging to the advocates

of sound governmental ‘_J,Uf.‘t'du‘.'e to have

League of Women Voters, notable

,dmp.rm of civic progress, working for

1 three amendments.
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Revising Constitutions

A LEAGUE of Women Voters officia
suggests, in a letter on this page, that Goy
Andersen appoint a new constitutional
commission composed of legislators and
citizens. A similar commission was ap-
pointed by Gov. Youngdahl in 1947 and
it made a constructive report to the 1949
legislature. Many of the constitutional
changes recommended then have been ef-
fected through amendments.

The commission also recommended that
a constitutional convention be held. That
has not happened, of course, and does not
seem likely in the near future. Even if
the legislature were to approve submit-
ting the question to the voters—which is
highly doubtful—there is no certainty -the
voters would approve. Voters in other
states have rejected similar proposals. The
current constitutional convention in Mich-
igan is the first in any state in several
years.

But, as in Minnesota, constitutional re-
vision has gone forward. Administrative
procedures have been extensively reorgan-
ized by amendments in 18 states in the
past 10 years. Nineteen legislatures now
meet annually, 12 more than did so a dec-
ade ago. Governors now serve four-year
terms in 34 states, and Minnesota will
make the number 35 after the 1962 elec-
tions. Ten years ago only 28 states had
four-year terms for governors.

The League of Women Voters is under-
taking a study of the state constitution to
determine how well the document has
been amended since the 1948 report and
what still needs to be done in view both
of that report and of present conditions.
Such a survey would be an excellent start-
ing place for a new commission, which al-
so could examine the question of whether
or not the state needs a constitutional con-
vention.




| League

'to Support
'Three State
Amendments

| The Minnesota League of

Women Voters will actively
‘Support three proposed
:|amendments to the Minne-
/| sota constitution to be sub-
?lmiued to voters in the No-
| vember general election.

Mrs. O. H. Anderson, Mah-
|tomedi, state league presi-
|dent, said that the league’s
stand was approved by its
state board after reviewing
reports from 58 local leagues.

On amendment 1, which
calls for relaxing provisions
for investment of state trust
funds, Mrs. Anderson said:

“Passage of this amend-
ment will maintain the stand-
ards of a safe investment pol-
icy and at the same time in-
crease the earnings of the
trust funds for our schools.”

Amendment 2 would re-
move the state debt limit and
allow the legislature to de-
cide the size of the state
debt.

“The large league majority
that backed the amendment
{Was aware that experts in
governmental debt are not
convinced of the effective-
|ness of debt limits,” said
Mrs. Anderson, “Also, league
|members did not wish to

jeopardize the state buj]ding;i

program.”

Mrs. Anderson called
(amendment 3, which would
lengthen the legislative ses-
sion, a possible “stop-gap
solution.”

The nonpartisan League of
Women Voters, after findine
a ‘'very substantial area of
agreement” throughout i
state membership, now wil
wage an active campaign
encourage passage of the
| amendments.

| constitutional commission of 13 years ago |
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Women Voters To Support
Constitutional Amendments

The League of Women Voters League feels passaze of this|
| of Minnesota announces support | amendment will maintain the|
jcf all three proposed amend-|standards of a safe investment |
ments to the Minnesota consti- | yolicy and at the same time in-
tution, crease the earnings of the trust
These amendmernts will be on |funds for our schools.
the ballot at the genmeral elec-| Amendment No. 2 removes|
tion next fall. An active cam-|the state debt limit from the
paign will be waged by the |Constitution, It allows the legis-
League to encourage a YES |lature to decide the size of state
throughout Minnesota. debt. The large League majority
Amendment No. 1 concerns |which backed the amendment
nrovisions for investment of |was aware that experts in gov-|
Minnesota trust funds. The ernmental debt are not con-
vinced of the effectiveness of
debt limits. Also League mem-
bers did not wish to jeopardize |
the state Dbuilding program.

: 2 J-j oy 5d?;,‘- | Lengthening the legis liegisl|
EVERYBODY’S IDEAS | |..oistrenins the lesis iesin
also has the support of the
League. Perhaps this is a stop|

Asks Constitutional Commission gap solution but it is surely a|
To the Editor: Your Oct. 6 editorial com- step in the right direction. Leg-|
ing on the value of periodic state con- islators need more than the cur-

: il conventions stated well what has rent 80 days every other year
long been the fir elief of the League of to handle the problems of Min-
Women Voters of Minnesota: that the con- nesota today. From Silver Bay
vention method of constitutional revision is to Albert Lea, from Battle Lake |
the best one. to South St. Paul, the 58 local|
We still believe this. Howes er. public Leagues in Minnesota dug deep-
pressure for the calling of a constitutional ly into the carefully League re-
convention seems to be off, at least tempo-| searched facts. They held excel-|
rarily, Meanwhile from 1954 to 1961 about lent community meetings and
78 per cent of the amendments submitted by thcughtful discussions among

the legislature to the voters have passed. | the members. The results are
For these reasons the league is in the proc-| a very substantial area of agree-
|ess of taking a long look at the amendment) ment throuzhout the state. Over
i' method of revision. | 190% of the local Eeagues _t_nol{

We have asked Gov. Andersen to appoint || fPart in this de“_""“ making.
|2 statewide legislator-citizen committee to Plans will now proceed for the
review those sections and articles which | YES VOTE.

still urgently need changing, The Minnesota =
—

served a useful purpose in recommending |

[changes, many of which have been incor-

porated into subsequent amendments.
_ It is our hope that other groups interested
in cn_n:'_:tita:Ligm;‘ai l'tﬁl'i}rt_n will join us in urg-
1Ng the appointment of such a committee,
Minneapolis. —Mrs. A. J. Richter,
Constitutional Revision Chairman.

Editor’s Note: See today’s editorial, “Re- |
vising Constitutions.”
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Three to Attend| P T Fen 7 ey 1
Women Voters' pm==7
League Session

Three Minnesota women
will attend a constitutional
revision conference of the
League of Women Voters of
the United States to be held
Wednesday through Friday in
| Chicago. :

Representing the League of
Women Voters of Minnesota
will be Mrs. O. H. Anderson,
president; Mrs. Kenneth Sig-
ford, first vice president; Mrs.
Stanley Kane, league lobby-
| ist.

About 50 delegates from
19 state leagues are ex-
pected to attend. The rej
sentatives will come from
states whose league’s have
| been studying state constitu- |
( tional revision.
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