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THE LEAGUE
OF WOMEN VOTERS

MINNESOTAEDUCATION FUND
550 RICE STREET  ST. PAUL, MN 55103 PHONE (651) 224-5445  FAX (651) 290-2145

March 22, 2000

Governor Jesse Ventura
Office of the Governor
130 Capitol

St. Paul MN 55155

Dear Governor Ventura:

On behalf of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota I am writing to thank you for
your consistent and outspoken support of a woman’s right to choose and the protection of
her privacy in exercising that right.

It is very disheartening to see support for the pro-choice position eroding more and more
each year as a result of the threats and untiring pressure of the pro-life lobby. We
appreciate your steadfast refusal to knuckle under.

Sincerelw !

Ju uffy
President
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March 22, 2000

The Honorable Sheila Kiscaden
Minnesota Senate

135 State Office Building

St. Paul, MN 55155

Dear Senator Kiscaden:

On behalf of the League of Women Voters I am writing to thank you for your good
words on the floor of the Senate on March 21 during the debate on the Informed Consent
amendment that was added to the Omnibus Spending Bill.

Your unfailing support for a woman’s right to choose and to have her privacy protected is
very heartening to those of us who are seeing this right challenged and support eroding in

the face of the constant pressyres of the opponents. Keep up the good work!

Sincerely,

Ju uffy

President




March 15, 2001

> NLJZ
Kate Perry, Editor S.—/{—awe

Lo 7@ £ute &47

St. Paul Pioneer Press

Dear Kate,

[t was with great pleasure that I learned of the Pioneer Press winning the Frank Premack
Public Affairs Journalism Award for the series on how immigrants are changing the face
of Minnesota. The series was of course beneficial to our own project, “Changing Faces,
Changing Communities,” conducted about the same time.

The service you provided in describing the changes and their impacts on the communities
at large was, I think, an eye opener for many Minnesotans.

Thank you for providing the valuable information and my congratulations to the staff
and the newspaper for a fine effort.

Sincerely,

Judy Duffy, President
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St. Paul among papers
winning Premack award

Associated Press » The Southwest Journal
and John Brewer, Brent Kil-

The St. Paul Pioneer Press lackey, Linda Picone, Scott
was named winner of a Russell and Sarah Tellijohn
Frank Premack Public Affairs won the weekly newspaper
Journalism Award for its arti- award for a September series
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November 6, 2000
To the Editor:

While it is required that judges in Minnesota run for election every six years, there are
some very basic differences about these elections. These elections are and should remain
nonpartisan. Candidates for the judiciary are not being elected to a representative office.
They are being elected to hear and rule on legal cases that come before them. Therefore,
these candidates are expected and required to be proficient in the law and its application.
How an individual judicial candidate stands on the issues that may come before them is
both irrelevant and dangerous in its application. Judges are entrusted to be impartial as to
political and other influences. To endorse candidates based on their political or
philosophical allegiances would pervert the process and leave judges beholden to those
entities for their judicial future.

Contrary to the claims that judges’ free speech is denied when they cannot speak out on
issues during a campaign is erroneous. Judges can speak to their own qualifications and

they can speak to how they would facilitate and expedite the legal process within their
own courtroom and other such procedural matters that are important to the delivery of
services. Their campaigns are not nor should they be the traditional debate about issues
as occurs in other elective campaigns. The election of judges is a different matter and
should remain so.

Judy Duffy, President
League of Women Voters of Minnesota




Elections unconstitutional -
Lucy Quinlivan’s Nov, 2 article
concerning Greg Wersal and judicial
elections misstates how judicial
elections work under our Minnesota
Constitution.. Her article states,
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MINNESOTA
550 RICE STREET  ST. PAUL, MN 55103 PHONE (651) 224-545 FAX (651) 290-2145

March 14, 2001

The Honorable Mark Dayton
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Dayton,

I am writing on behalf of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota and our 2500 members to urge
you to support S. 27. When the McCain-Feingold bill comes up for debate in the Senate, we urge you
to both support the McCain-Feingold bill and to vote against any amendment that would raise “hard
money” contribution limits.

At last we have a historic opportunity to take a strong first step toward real reform. However, we are
concerned about potential weakening amendments to S. 27, such as those that would allow for
significant increases in hard money contribution limits. We are convinced that amendments to
increase the amounts that individuals could give to candidates, PACs and parties would contradict
and discredit reform and lessen congressional and public support for your legislation.

The McCain-Feingold bill will go a long way toward cleaning up a campaign finance system full of
loopholes that is controlled by big monied special interests. This bill will ban the unlimited “soft
money” contributions to political parties from corporations, labor unions and wealthy individuals.

Proposed amendments to raise “hard money” limits would weaken the legislation. Tripling the hard
money limit represents backward steps in the effort to stop the legalized bribery that goes on in
Washington today. In the last analysis, S. 27 will not be seen by the press or the public as a credible
reform bill if it eliminates $500 million in party soft money only to put back hundreds of millions of
dollars in multithousand dollar contributions by individuals, their spouses, and their business
associates.

Until we change the way that campaigns are financed in this country, big monied interests will
control the political system. We need to restore democracy and return politics to the people of
Minnesota. We hope we can count on your support for reform without hard money amendments.
Thank you for taking the League’s views into account.

Sincerely, %)

Judy Du
President
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March 14, 2001

The Honorable Paul Wellstone
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Wellstone,

Thank you for supporting meaningful campaign finance reform legislation in the past. When the
McCain-Feingold bill (S. 27) comes up for debate in the Senate, we ask that you once again support
this important legislation. Specifically, we urge you to both support the McCain-Feingold bill and to
vote against any amendment that would raise “hard money” contribution limits.

At last we have a historic opportunity to take a strong first step toward real reform. However, we are
concerned about potential weakening amendments to S. 27, such as those that would allow for
significant increases in hard money contribution limits. We are convinced that amendments to
increase the amounts that individuals could give to candidates, PACs and parties would contradict
and discredit reform and lessen congressional and public support for your legislation.

The McCain-Feingold bill will go a long way toward cleaning up a campaign finance system full of
loopholes that is controlled by big monied special interests. This bill will ban the unlimited “soft
money” contributions to political parties from corporations, labor unions and wealthy individuals.

Proposed amendments to raise “hard money” limits would weaken the legislation. Tripling the hard
money limit represents backward steps in the effort to stop the legalized bribery that goes on in
Washington today. In the last analysis, S. 27 will not be seen by the press or the public as a credible
reform bill if it eliminates $500 million in party soft money only to put back hundreds of millions of
dollars in multithousand dollar contributions by individuals, their spouses, and their business
associates.

Until we change the way that campaigns are financed in this country, big monied interests will
control the political system. We need to restore democracy and return politics to the people of
Minnesota. Again, thank you for your support in the past and we look forward to your support for
reform without hard money amendments in the coming weeks. Thank you for taking the League’s
views into account.

e

President




November 1, 2000
To the Editor:

Election Day is nearly here. For some, it cannot come fast enough, and for others,
it means last minute campaigning and hoping that the right message has been delivered to the

right voters.

With the whirlwind of election polls that have been filling the news, some would think that the
election is already over. I would argue that the daily polls and their publication often confuses
voters and gives the impression that their actual vote is unnecessary in this system of polling and

instant analysis.

As some say about polls, they are merely a snapshot of a person’s opinion on that day at that
time and therefore, they could actually be irrelevant by the time the poll is published. Whatever
your opinion of polling, the only poll that actually matters is that taken on Election Day with the

voters casting their ballots.

The League of Women Voters office is inundated by calls from voters with a variety of

questions. Not only are we asked how one goes about registering to vote, how to get an absentee
ballot and where one might go to vote, we are asked questions about what the electoral college

is, are the results of the electoral college already in, and should I still vote?

It is troubling to me that this level of confusion exists about how we actually make our election

decisions.

[t is not naive to say that every vote does count. Our system was devised to make our decisions
by voting. Remember that there is more at stake than a Presidential election. There are
countless ballot issues in local communities. There are elections for city council, county
commissioners, legislators as well as for Members of Congress and the U.S. Senate. Especially
at the local level, those votes are important and often it takes very few votes to make the final

decision.




Contrary to some reports, the election is NOT over. Newspapers, voter guides, television and

radio programs and websites are filled with election information. Voters need only exert
minimal effort to learn about the issues and the candidates. There is still time to do that and then

show up on November 7 and vote.

If anyone has a question about voting, call the League of Women Voters/WCCO-4 Hotline
beginning on Sunday, November 5, in the metro area at 612-330-2764, and from greater
Minnesota at the Hotline’s toll-free number, 1-877-223-9226. You may also pick up the
League’s Voter Guide from all Target, Mervyn’s and Dayton stores or visit the League’s website,
www.lwvmn.org, or Democracy Network (DNet), at www dnet.org, with candidate information

from the local to the national level.

As with all elections, this election is important. It is important for you to show up and express

your opinion with your vote. This is a basic responsibility of citizenship.

Judy Duffy, President
League of Women Voters of Minnesota




League of Women Voters of Minnesota

550 Rice Street

St. Paul, MN 55103

For more information, contact Judy Duffy, President
Phone: 651-224-5445

To the Editor:

An article on October 10" left the impression that the League of Women Voters is fading
from existence. First, let me say this is wrong. In Minnesota, there are 48 local Leagues.
While it may be true that the Mankato League has lost members, New Ulm and St. Peter
Leagues continue to thrive. Over the years, some communities have lost local chapters
and others have gained a chapter. Like most volunteer organizations, the work and
vitality of the organization is dependent upon volunteers. Leagues grow within
communities when there is a realization that the League contributes to a better-informed
and involved citizenry.

This year, Leagues across the state are responsible for hundreds of candidate forums.
Thousands of election-related questions are answered by League members statewide.
League members keep tabs on public officials by observing public meetings. Leagues
study issues and hold public forums on topics of local concern. In short, these members
are vital contributing citizens in their communities.

The nonpartisan League is a statewide and national organization, formed in 1920. Most
Leagues quietly go about their business and yet make a huge contribution to the well
being of their communities. Yes, sadly we lose a chapter from time to time, but often
another forms and picks up on the work at hand. We are hopeful the League will be
revitalized in Mankato and that any and all interested individuals who value an active and
informed citizenry will consider joining.

Judy Duffy
League of Women Voters of Minnesota President




SEP-§3-2000 ©1:48PM  FROM BWB/WELY 916512902145 P.B1

u.nd history of Lea
Al’ﬁ%dﬂ Anal ?-fg,ae:s nfmt

Z caqte &° resent — O mu{ﬁoml feve(g
L{EM ) Unted States | State. | rg#/rﬁ/\zma( lcve[&)
| Haw and }thtt' La(?mc (S m;%

(:@d—; 3 Tor E 1)

s 4ve }}db
Wab r%Esz anet. ore
lwymn.,

HectipaHotline. | - -77 223 722_6
ention BEly's Umt - ‘b(r old -
jﬂé“’b 4) ﬁw% c:‘ame b(} Sublra,-candidates Torums

th Co
\\\\\ B{ﬁm@n Kndve&tz{wu{l&hm@mm <S (aner
hg,f CMW El(’f O hacr Yoaall ot 3;*7 | 3071

(/5.,3 B Stakc_at hi| free |- 500-63- 1328 |
ﬂ%(ﬁ QUL\J\C/QQC% \/cleo |

TOTAL P.B1

( ﬂf‘.f'-Pir-H QFH'IHF‘ ) @(‘\mv Vorwm ‘Q 2\ C.l\l»{ﬂﬁc‘“dvﬁ
| Lo\
b e %pMQW T/




SEP-D3-2008 B1:40PM  FROM BWB-WELY TO 916512982145 P.B1

uur’& Lactala  Qhair

10:36 feda - ( Lg( Un(t
21%-365-3307

1]
OB VoTERS . rp('d%lde’ﬂf gu Dttt O Wi ﬁ
Rs: " Informahisnal .Ln{'LrV ew wu%h

Bl‘( Athur of WELY Rad o
(219 - 365 - i)

DHHH’L& (C’Mﬂéml/&dSt(,\ s Hfﬁ; Hme

i Brief N Lmd history of Leage
[%“{l:ﬂj\g%\@) (State Al’ﬁ%dﬂ A'n.:l ?_egu@ {-mt

% AR st Dresent — 2 mzational levels-
Lﬁ@é‘b )C(,(ff cfﬁzécf Stafe fgﬁ{ /QJA mal levels
Haw 4and Y\/hdt Lm;rimc (S mﬁ

(@df goﬁr B3 '
2000 Electron - W\v\.

3
) V4 :}&b
C%b% Web S (%ﬁ/ v
' lWan

Hection Hotline |

Hon Bl gl - bur. old
4) Fi’v{:’. ﬁ\éne E e,ebhe, candidates ‘Brams}

QM} & S aler l::ve’nts u%tth C{zmm Ssaner

V‘S\a Etr‘amm and  Haor Schn o3 I
“wﬁ"’fm O orvtnct Ely Qhacr Toaglly ot 565

(,m?“\?(%i‘ tna Stk at 4| free |- 500-63- 6(325
PGS

Pudo\ie Hac e \/CL =

TOTAL P.B1
=
R

b P %PM@QW W

fmtR{H ﬂr%ur) %@f\m&v\j Vorwmgg \ C‘.\Hﬂec‘lﬂovﬁ




1!

THE LEAGUE
OF WOMEN VOTERS

MINNESOTAEDUCATION FUND
550 RICE STREET ~ ST.PAUL, MN 55103 PHONE (651) 224-5445 FAX (651) 290-2145

PRESIDENT
Judy Duffy

ADVISORY BOARD
August 21, 2000
Ralph Burnet

CEO

Coldwell Banker Burnet

MNed Crosby
Founder
Jefterson Center Pat Fiske

'Jsadb;; Gomez U.S. Senator Rod Grams Campaign 2000
Hennepin County District Court 320 E Main Street

Joan Anderson Growe PO Box 1029
Joan A. Grzywinski Anoka MN 55303

President/District Manager
St. Paul and South Metro Minneapolis

Norwest Bank Minnesota, N.A. DCEII' MT. FiSkBZ

Jean L. Harris, M.D.
Mayor - .
Eden Prairie I have enclosed a copy of the League of Women Voter’s Primary Voter

Josie R. Johnson Guide 2000 for you to review.
President
Josie R. Johnson & Assoc.

Steven D. Ladwig Our Voter Guide is given free to shoppers in Target, Dayton’s and Mervyn’s

President o . . . o .
Data Storage Products & Technologies California stores. It is also give to visitors to the WCCO state fair booth.

Imation Corporation Businesses across the state purchase Voter Guides for their employees. Local

Sheila Leatherman Leagues distribute them widely in their communities. Colleges and libraries
Executive Vice President

United HealthCare purchase them in large quantities. A copy is mailed to each of our members

Peggy Lucas and to our major business contributors.
Partner
Brighton Development Corp.

Laiica Motarn Our candidate’s statement are printed as the candidates has written them

Director of Community Services : : 1 1 = imi i
Kioxtern Sakes Ponke Chmpaty correcting only spelling and punctuation with a 50-word limit per question.

Vivian Jenkins Nelsen 3 A . : ..l
President and CEQ I hope after reviewing the Voter Guide you will agree to participate.
International Institute for
Interracial Interactions:
INTER-RACE :

Sincerely,
James A. Roberts

Vice President, Corporate Relations
Minnesota Power
G. Edward Schuh

Professor

Hubert H. Humphrey Judy Duffy
Institute of Public Affairs .
University of Minnesota President

Laura Waterman Wittstock
President
MIGIZI Communications, Inc.

Mark G. Yudof
President
University of Minnesota
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PRESIDENT
Judy Duffy

ADVISORY BOARD

Ralph Burnet
CEO
Coldwell Banker Burnet

Ned Crosby
Founder
Jefferson Center

Isabel Gomez
Judge
Hennepin County District Court

Joan Anderson Growe

Joan A. Grzywinski

President/District Manager

St. Paul and South Metro Minneapolis
Morwest Bank Minnesota, N.A.

Jean L. Harris, M.D.
Mayor
Eden Prairie

Josie R. Johnson
President
Josie R. Johnson & Assoc.

Steven D. Ladwig
President

Data Storage Products & Technologies

Imation Corpaoration

Sheila Leatherman
Executive Vice President
United HealthCare

Peggy Lucas
Partner
Brighton Development Corp.

Laura McCarten
Director of Community Services
Northern States Power Company

Vivian Jenkins Nelsen
President and CEO
International Institute for
Interracial Interactions:
INTER-RACE

James A. Roberts
Vice President, Corporate Relations
Minnesota Power

G. Edward Schuh
Professor

Hubert H. Humphrey
Institute of Public Affairs
University of Minnesota

Laura Waterman Wittstock
President
MIGIZI Communications, Inc.

Mark G. Yudof
President
University of Minnesota

August 9, 2000

Pat Fiske

Campaign Manager

U.S. Senator Rod Grams 2000 Campaign Committee
320 East Main Street

Anoka MN 55303

Dear Mr. Fiske:

We are dismayed by your decision to not participate in the League of
Women Voters of Minnesota Education Fund Voter Guide. The League
has a twenty plus year history of producing a nonpartisan voter guide for
the citizens of Minnesota. Throughout our history, no candidate for state
office has ever declined to participate. The Guide goes to over 300,000
Minnesota voters throughout our state. The Guide has corporate and
individual support and is often cited as the best guide because of the
inclusion of all candidates and its nonpartisan approach.

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota Education Fund exists to
provide nonpartisan information to voters. It is well known that
individuals are more likely to participate on election day if they feel they
have adequate information in order to cast an informed ballot. Through all
of our election services, our objective is to give candidates a forum to
present ideas and plans to all Minnesota voters.

This year, the League will produce a Primary Election Voter Guide and a
General Election Voter Guide. It will be distributed by Target Stores and
multiple other businesses and organizations. Our aim is to produce at least
350,000 guides for each election and possibly more, depending on orders.
Our local League chapters will distribute the guides in their own
communities throughout the state. In short, the Guide goes to all corners
of the state and is greatly anticipated and respected




It is the policy of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota Education Fund that the contents of
the voter guide are provided by the candidates. We edit for spelling errors and for length, due to
space limitations. I am personally very sorry that you have chosen to not participate. The
League’s voter guide provides a great service to Minnesota voters by incorporating candidate
information in one place. The Guide will be produced soon - we are on a very short timetable -
and will reflect that Senator Grams has declined to participate.

Sincerely,

Jidy Duffy, President
League of Women Voters of Minnesota Education Fund

cc: Target Corporation
LWVMNEF Voter Service Committee
LWVMNEF Board of Directors




A\

THE LEAGUE
OF WOMEN VOTERS

MINNESOTAEDUCATION FUND

550 RICE STREET ST. PAUL, MN 55103

PRESIDENT
Judy Dufty

ADVISORY BOARD

Ralph Burnet
CEO
Coldwell Banker Burnet

Ned Crosby
Founder
Jefferson Center

Isabel Gomez
Judge
Hennepin County District Court

Joan Anderson Growe

Joan A. Grzywinski

President/District Manager

St. Paul and South Metro Minneapolis
Norwest Bank Minnesota, N.A.

Jean L. Harris, M.D.
Mayor
Eden Prairie

Josie R. Johnson
President
Josie R. Johnson & Assoc.

Steven D. Ladwig

President

Data Storage Products & Technologies
Imation Corporation

Sheila Leatherman
Executive Vice President
United HealthCare

Peggy Lucas
Partner
Brighton Development Corp.

Laura McCarten
Director of Community Services
Northern States Power Company

Vivian Jenkins Nelsen
President and CEO
International Institute for
Interracial Interactions:
INTER-RACE
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President
MIGIZI Communications, Inc.

Mark G. Yudof
President
University of Minnesota

PHONE (651) 224-5445 FAX (651) 290-2145

August 23, 2000

Senator John Marty
2478 Lydia Avenue
Roseville, MN 55113

Dear Senator Marty:

Thank you for your letter concerning the Minnesota Compact on Campaign
Standards. We are delighted that you and others in Minnesota are taking this
project seriously because we firmly believe that while harshly negative
campaigns may work in the short run, they turn people off from politics in
general. We do not intend to minimize candidate differences, but to foster
exploration of those differences in responsible ways that encourage more
people to take part in, not avoid, the political process.

The Minnesota Compact has never asked candidates to sign a pledge. It was
another group led by advertising executive, Lee Lynch, which asked for public
pledges of adherence to a code in 1996. The Compact has always been a
501c.3 project and must avoid any hint of endorsement of one candidate over
another. We do hope, of course, that candidates will publicly declare their
intention to abide by Compact Standards and hold themselves and each other
responsible for good conduct in campaigns. We hope the public will hold each
of you and all of you responsible for observing the spirit if not the letter of the
Compact.

The issue of the 50 percent standard for broadcast ads is an interesting one. It
applies to ads placed by the candidate or his/her campaign committee. Issue
ads by the party or by interest groups placed on behalf of the candidate do not
have to abide by the rule requiring the candidate to be present 50 percent of the
time. Frankly, I do not see why it is difficult to have the candidate present to
state that he/she is proud to have this person talking about his/her record.
Positive ads need to be clearly identified, too. All ads of any kind, placed by
anyone, need to be judged by the standard of accuracy and fairness. A positive
ad that takes credit where it is not due violates the spirit of the Compact just as
much as an untrue negative one does.




Senator John Marty
Page 2 of 2
August 21, 2000

I will bring up your points at the next Steering Committee meeting. It is
important that we understand responses from those we hope to influence. We
would like to have all of Minnesota--politicians, political parties, the press and
the general public--internalize this Compact as the way campaigns are
expected to be conducted here. We have published standards by which to
measure our conduct, but it is the spirit of the Compact that we hope will catch
on.

Thank you for your letter. I hope my answer clears up some points.

Sincerely,

Anne Borgcn Chﬁn

Minnesota Compact on Campaign Standards

AB/er

s:senjm08/17/00:er
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March 3, 2000

Ms. Judy Duffy

President, League of Women Voters
550 Rice Street

St. Paul, Minnesota 55103

Dear Judy:

Congratulations on the eightieth anniversary of the League of Women Voters! The
success of the League, both in Minnesota and nationally, should make you and all the
organization’s members very proud.

I have enclosed a copy of a letter to the editor that I recently sent to the newspapers in the
Sixth Congressional District. I am pleased that some newspapers have helped communicate the
message of the League’s anniversary by publishing the letter.

Again, congratulations. I hope you will feel free to contact me if I may ever be of
assistance to you or your organization. You have my very best wishes!

BILL LUTHER
Member of Congress

BL:jmm
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*BILL LUTHER

Sixth District, Minnesota
Anoka, Washington and Central Dakota
Counties

117 CANNON BUILDING
WASHINGTON DC 20515-2306
(202) 225-2271
FAX: (202) 225-3368

Congress of the United States 1811 WER DRIVE, SUITE 150
WOODBURY, MN 55125

Subcommittee on Telecommunications, H
Trade and Consumer Protection H0u§e of Representatlves (651) ?30'4949 (VITTY)
Washington, DC 20515-2306 FAX: (851) 730-0807

bill.luther@mail.house.gov
www. house.gov/luther

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE

Subcommittee on Finance and
Hazardous Materials

REGIONAL WHIP
February 22, 2000
Dear Editor:

The League of Women Voters celebrates its eightieth anniversary this
year. Since its beginnings as a women’s suffrage organization, the League
has made outstanding contributions to American life. We should all be very
proud of the great success of the League.

As a non-partisan organization, the League of Women Voters plays a
particularly unique and significant role in the American political process.
Voters can use the League to find polling places, gather information about
specific policies, and learn more about candidates through League-
sponsored debates. When members of the League of Women Voters feel

strongly about an idea, the organization advocates for it. The League’s
commitment to Campaign Finance Reform, for example, has been
instrumental in attracting national attention to this important issue.

In today’s political environment, special interests affect the way nearly
every topic is viewed. I am grateful that we have the League of Women
Voters to provide people with solid, objective information and a forum to
express ideas. [ congratulate the League of Women Voters on its
accomplishments to date and I wish the League continued success in the
future!

Sincerely,

BILL LUTHER
Minnesota Sixth District
Congressman




“‘We should all be very proud’

To the editor:
The League of
year. Since its beginnings as a women
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November 16, 2000

Judy Duffy

President, League of Women Voters
550 Rice Street

St. Paul, Minnesota 55103

Dear Judy:

Thank you so much for your participation on my Nominations Committee for the U.S.
Service Academies. I truly appreciate all the time and effort you provided.

Your involvement on the Nominations Committee was essential in my congressional
nomination process. The information from the interviews help me better understand which
candidates are best qualified to attend one of the service academies. I am extremely impressed
with this year’s candidates and I know they will represent our community and country well.

Thanks again. If I can ever be of assistance in any way, please be sure to let me know.

Best wishes!
AT T

BILL LUTHER
Member of Congress

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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March 6, 2000

Ron Eibensteiner, Chair
Republican Party of Minnesota
480 Cedar Street

Suite 560

St. Paul, MN 55101

Dear Mr. Eibensteiner,

Again, thank you for returning my call last Friday. I hope we were able to clear up
some misunderstandings that apparently exist. I would hope that any questions you
might have about the League and our activities, you would feel free to call and discuss
them with us.

As I mentioned in our conversation, our mission is to serve the voters of the state of
Minnesota. When it comes to election activities, the League works to further the
participation of all voters. Therefore, any ideas you may have to encourage
participation, I hope you will pass them on to us. We distribute information regarding
the process and opportunities for involvement. In any election year, we field upwards
of 20,000 calls asking for information. We work to be sure the information we give
out is accurate and certainly try to accommodate everyone involved. We are happy to
pass along general information to the voting public.

At some point, it might be helpful to discuss how we might work together in a more
comprehensive manner to encourage voter participation. We certainly view ourselves
as partners, not as antagonists in this endeavor.

Thank you for the call and I look forward to further conversations.

Sincerely,

JudyDuffy
President
League of Women Voters of Minnesota

cc: Randall G. Skoglund
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November 30, 1999

Senator Roger Moe, Majority Leader
Minnesota State Senate

208 Capitol

St. Paul, MN 55155

Dear Senator Moe:

On behalf of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, I would like to congratulate you
for being named a recipient of the 1999 William M. Bulger Excellence in State
Legislative Leadership Award. You commented that while the award recognizes

individuals, it “is a reflection on the state.”

It is equally true that you have brought honor to the profession of politics and to our state.

We thank you for your leadership, dedication and hard work for the people of Minnesota.
" And once again, our sincere congratulations.

Yours truly,

Judy Duffy
President
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December 3, 1999

Editor

The Washington Post
1150 15" Street NW
Washington, DC 20071

To the Editor:

E.J. Dionne’s column discussing our country’s crisis in civic participation was disturbing and
unfortunately, accurate. The declining participation by our citizens can only lead to
government by the very few if this trend continues. The League of Women Voters was
organized more than 80 years ago around the belief that our vote is important and imperative
to a well-governed nation. In an effort to counter the trend to declining participation, the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota has developed three excellent and innovative
curricula to be used by students from elementary to secondary levels. These curricula utilize
experiential techniques in teaching children and young adults about why it is important for us
to take an active role in our democracy.

Our research has shown that citizens must feel that they have a stake in the process and that
their vote counts. They must feel that they have power to effect change by their actions in
their community. Our curricula teach this through role playing and discussion. The
elementary level curriculum, “We the People: Skills for Democracy,” provides foundation for
citizenship activities and is based on the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution. “We’ve Got the
Power: Skills for Democracy, “ the secondary curriculum, focuses on empowerment of
students to participate more skillfully in their personal, community, national and international
environments. “Tenemos Poder: Habilidades para la Democracia” is the identical Spanish
version to the secondary curriculum.

This material has been marketed to teachers and schools in Minnesota and across the country.
We would like to see these marvelous curricula even more widely used by teachers in all
states.

Children exposed to these curricula are excited by the skills they acquire. It requires them to
think and to take action and control. These materials do not solve all the problems addressed
in Dionne’s column but it is a means to move us in that direction. Further information about
the materials can be downloaded from our website: www.lwvmn.org.

Sincerely,

]

, President
League of Women Voters of Minnesota

P.S. Copies of the curricula are included. After you have looked at them, pass them on to a
teacher you know and encourage their use. Any questions about the curricula can be directed
to Eydie Kargas, our marketing director.

ce: E. J. Dionne
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November 22, 1999

Mary Kiffmeyer

Minnesota Secretary of State
180 State Office Building
100 Constitution Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55155

Dear Secretary Kiffmeyer:

Thank you for sending us copies of the Legislative Manual for 1999-2000. The Manual
is a valuable reference, consulted frequently by our volunteers and staff for everything
from election data to provisions in the U.S. and Minnesota Constitutions. These copies
will be put to good use!

We hope to meet with you in January to discuss how we can work together to increase
voter participation in the 2000 Elections. We’ll call you after the first of the year to set an
appointment.

Thank you again for thinking of the League of Women Voters.

Sincerely,

Judy Duffy Sally Sawyer
President Executive Director
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November 22, 1999

President Mark Yudof
University of Minnesota
202 Morrill Hall

100 Church Street SE
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Dear President Yudof,

First of all, let me express my gratitude for the work you put into the decisions that were required
to move the University ahead in the unfortunate business of academic fraud within the basketball
program. I think you demonstrated remarkable judgment, wisdom and foresight in the decisions
that were carried out and announced last Friday. These decisions were neither popular nor
comfortable for many supporters of the University. I think however, they were necessary. I
personally thank you for your courage in carrying out those decisions.

As a graduate of the University, I, like many, want the University to succeed and excel on a
number of levels. The academic integrity of the University is paramount to athletic success even
though that is not often stated. I appreciate your commitment to that integrity. I know that the
last word has not been spoken and that there are yet many hurdles to overcome. Ido believe
though that the first difficult and painful steps have been taken and we are now on our way to the
conclusion of this sad chapter in the University’s history.

I also believe that you are the right person at the right time to carry the University forward and
resolve all of the outstanding issues connected to this situation. I believe many are in support of
your actions and that in the long run we will all benefit from your leadership. Once again, let me
express my appreciation for the effort that these decisions have required and confidence in the
direction you have outlined for our first next steps.

Sincerely,

uffy, President
League of Women Voters of Minnesota
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September 22, 1999

Russel Rosen
1453 St. Clair Avenue
St. Paul, Minnesota 55105

Dear Mr. Rosen:

Judy Duffy, President of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota
forwarded your letter about presidential candidates to me.

Thank you for taking the time to write such a thoughtful note. The League of
Women Voters is committed to reforms that open the system and level the
playing field. Your suggestions are greatly appreciated.

Your ideas will become part of our ongoing interest in new ways to help us
advance our mission.

Sincerely yours,

P

[ h 4 ;’/’L,Jfﬂ/’ it il

Carolvn Jeﬁ'erson-] enkins, Ph D.
President




September 13, 1999

The Honorable Mary Kiffmeyer,
Secretary of State of Minnesota
180 State Office Building

100 Constitution Avenue

St. Paul, MN. 55155-1299

Dear Secretary Kiffmeyer,

We were pleased to see the information released by your office regarding the establishment of task forces
to address the issues of citizenship education for young and under-represented voters. We know that these
populations can be better served with information that can assist them as they go about voting.

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota has produced a series of curricula to teach citizenship skills to
young people. “We the People” is targeted to elementary age students and based on the preamble to the
Constitution. “We've Got the Power” is a series of interactive activities geared to the older student in
secondary school and is also available in Spanish.

Enclosed is a set of our curricula that perhaps can be helpful to your task forces as they go about their
work. Good luck in your efforts and please call upon us if we can assist you in any way.

Sincerely,

Judy Dufty, President
League of Women Voters of Minnesota

(e




OPEN APPOINTMENTS

FOR VOLUNTEER SERVICE ON STATE AGENCIES

Secretary of State

Open Appointments

180 State Office Building FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: September 7,1999
100 Constitution Ave.

St. Paul, MN 55155-1299

(612)297-5845 Notice of Vacancies in Multi-Member Agencies

Notice is hereby given to the public that vacancies have occurred in multi-member state agencies, pursuant to
Minnesota Statutes, Section 15.0537, subdivision 4. Application forms may be obtained from the Office of the
Secretary of State, Open Appointments, 180 State Office Building, 100 Constitution Ave., St. Paul, MN 55155-128¢;
(651) 297-5845, or in person at Room 174 of the State Office Building. In accordance with the Minnesota Open
Appointments Law, the Secretary of State acts as an administrator in publishing vacancies, receiving applications,
and recording appointments. Applications will be reviewed and appointments made by the Appointing Authorities
for these various agencies. Completed applications are to be submitted to the Secretary of State by
September 28, 1999. Appointing Authorities for these agencies may also choose to review applications received
by the Secretary of State after that date. Applications are kept on file for a one year period. Agency information
for this press release was supplied by the various agencies.

The 1998 Annual Compilation is now available from the Minnesota Bookstore. This publication includes a complete
listing of state boards and councils that follow the Open Appointments process, descriptions of these agencies and
their memberships, and statistical information about appointments and vacancies made during the 1998 fiscal year.
The 1898 Annual Compilation, Statistical Report and Annual Report are also available on the Internet Web site at:
www.sos.state.mn.us. :

To order copies of the 1998 Annual Compilation please call the Minnesota Bookstore at (651) 287-3000 or 1-800-
857-3757. This press release is available on the Internet Web site location: www.sos. state.mn.us.

ABUSED CHILDREN ADVISORY COUNCIL

MN DEPT. OF CHILDREN, FAMILIES & LEARNING, 1500 W. HIGHWAY 36 ROSEVILLE. MN 551134266
(651) 582-8508

LAW OF 1994, CHAPTER 552.

APPQINTING AUTHORITY: Commissioner of children. families & learning.

COMPENSATION: Reimbursement of expenses.

TWO VACANCIES: Members must be knowledgeable about or have an interest in issues abused children and the
programs that serve them including the need of effective advocacy services, public members from the seven county
Metropolitan area.

The council advises the commissicner of children. families and learning on ail matters related to the department's
funding of abused children programs in Minnesota, other than purely administrative matters. The council advises
on grant-related planning, development, data collection. rulemaking, funding and evaluation of programs. The
council shall serve as a liaison between the commissicner of children, famifies and learning and organizations that
provide services to abused children, and serves as an advocate within the Department of Children. Families and
Learning for the rights of abused children.




MN WORKERS COMPENSATION ASSIGNED RISK PLAN REVIEW BOARD
133 E. 7TH ST., ST. PAUL, MN 55101 (651) 297-7033
MINNESOTA STATUTES, SECTION 79.251.

APPOINTING AUTHORITY: Commissioner of commerce
COMPENSATION: None.
5 VACANCIES: See membership requirements below.

The board will audit the reserves established for individual cases and the total book of business arising under
workers' compensation policies and contracts of coverage issued pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 79.25 and 79.252.

The six members shall include three insured holding workers; compensation policies issued by the Assigned Risk
Plan and two representatives of licensed workers’ compensation insurance companies. The sixth member is the

commissioner of commerce. Term of office is three years. Meetings are held at various times during the year in
St. Paul. The board dees not expire.

YOUNGER CITIZEN ADVISORY TASK FORCE
174 STATE OFFICE BUILDING, 100 CONSTITUTION AVE., ST. PAUL, MN 55155-1299 (651) 297-5845
MINNESOTA STATUTES, SECTION 15.014.

APPOINTING AUTHORITY: Secretary of State.
COMPENSATION: None.
15 NEW POSITIONS: See membership requirements below.

The task force will assist the secretary in developing effective voter and citizenship education materials for use with
Minnesotans who are under the age of 25. See also Minnesota Statutes, Section 204B.27.
subdivision 7.

The task force consists of 15 members at least 13 of the members must be 16-24 years of age, none under 16. All
must be Minnesota residents or attending school full-time in Minnesota. The council meets quarterly at the State
Office Building in St. Paul. The task force expires on June 30, 2001.




-

The twelve members of this council need to be knowledgeable about or have interest in issues concerning abused
children and the programs that serve them, including the need for effective advocacy services. Six positions will be
reserved for persons who are not service providers in community or governmental organizations (persons not
affiliated with grantee programs) that provide services to abused children. Six members of the council shall be
residents of the seven county metro area and six members shall be residents of greater Minnesota. Membership
must include one member from the Department of Human Services Child Protection Unit. The Department of
Children, Families, and Learning seeks to ensure that the advisory council membership reflects diversity with
respect to race, age, sexual orientation and disability. The terms of members shall be for two years. No member
may serve on the advisory council for more than two consecutive terms. Meetings are held monthly at the Depart-
ment of Children, Families and Learning. The council expires June 30, 2001.

CITIZEN OUTREACH ADVISORY TASK FORCE
174 STATE OFFICE BUILDING, 100 CONSTITUTION AVE., ST. PAUL, MN 55155-1299 (651) 297-5845
MINNESOTA STATUTES, SECTION 15.014.

APPOINTING AUTHORITY: Secretary of State.
COMPENSATION: None.
15 NEW POSITIONS: See membership requirements below.

The task force will assist the secretary in developing effective voter and citizenship education materials for use in
traditionally under-represented communities. See also Minnesota Statutes, Section 204B.27, subdivision 6.

The 15 members include representation by African American, American Indian, Asian-Pacific, Hispanic and
disabled persons. The task force has quarterly meetings at the State Office Building, St. Paul. The task force
expires June 30, 2001.

GOVERNOR’S COUNCIL ON MINNESOTA’S COASTAL PROGRAM
1568 HIGHWAY 2, TWO HARBORS, MN 55616 (218) 834-6625
EXECUTIVE ORDER 99-12.

APPOINTING AUTHORITY: Governor.
COMPENSATION: Reimbursed for expenses.
15 NEW MEMBERS: See membership requirements below.

Review and make recommendations toc the commissioner of the Department of Natural Resources on program
priorities, on selection of programs and projects for funding, on annual administrative (non-project) budget and
participation in two year program review.

Twelve of the members shall consist of three persons per county appointed from a pool of names submitted by each
of the cities, townships and counties with the Lake Superior coastal boundary in Minnesota. Each entity may submit
up to three nominees. Three at-large members shall be selected from individuals nominated by the public statewide
and submitted to the governor. A minimum of three and a maximum of five council members may represent any one
county at any time. No more than one elected official from each county shall be represented on the council. The
council has quarterly meetings or as necessary at various location. The council expires on May 3, 2001.




STATE OF MINNESOTA
OPEN APPOINTMENTS APPLICATION FOR SERVICE ON STATE AGENCY

All information on this form is available to the public upon request.

Agency
Name: * (Enter name of board, council, commission or task force to which you are applying.)

Position
Sought: (Enter type of membership position or state “member” if no specific requirements)

Applicant
Name: * (First Name) (Last Name)

Applicant
Address:* (Street) (City) (State) (Zip)

Daytime Phone:* E-MAIL:*

Evening Phone: State Legislative District: U.S. Congressional District:

* Selected information will appear on the Secretary of State's web site: www.sos.state.mn.us

STATISTICAL INFORMATION
The following information is optional and is sought for the purpose of compiling the annual report on the open appointments process pursuant
to Minnesota Statutes 15.0597, subdivision 7.

Gender: __ Female Political Party: _ DFL Race/National Origin: ___ African American
__ Male ____MN Taxpayers ___ American Indian
___Reform ___ Asian/Pacific
___Republican __ Caucasian
Disabled: ___ Yes ____None or Other ____Hispanic
___No ____ Other

STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATION
Minnesota Statutes 15.0597 requires that the application include “a statement that the nominee satisfies any legally prescribed requirements
and any other information the nominating person feels would be helpful to the appointing authority.”

(may continue on the back or on attached sheets)

Did the appointing authority ask you to submit this application? YES NO

I, the undersigned, hereby state that | satisfy, to the best of my knowledge, all legally prescribed qualifications for the position sought.

(Signature of Applicant) (Date)
If applicant is being nominated by another person or group, signature indicates consent to nomination. You will not receive an

acknowledgement of this application but the appointing authority will notify you if an interview is desired."

MAIL THIS COMPLETED APPLICATION TO: Secretary of State, Open Appointments
180 State Office Buiiding, 100 Constitution Ave.
St. Paul, MN 55155-1299
OR SUBMIT IN PERSON TO: Room 174, State Office Building. Phone: (651) 297-5845 Fax: (651) 296-9073

On request, this application will be made available in altemative format (for example, braille, large print, audio tape, or computer disk.)

FOR OFFICE USE: Sub by AA: AA: Res: Trans Date:
0aapp97.p65 rev. 7/99
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July 30, 1999 TWashington, BE 20515-2303

Kay Erickson

President

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
550 Rice Street

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55103-2116

Dear Kay:
Thank you for contacting me about health care reform legislation.

I must tell you that I have concerns about some of the troubling consequences of massive
legislation, such as those introduced by Reps. Dingell, Norwood and Ganske and Senator
Kennedy. While well intentioned, I do not believe they are the best methods for improving
health care in this country.

I also have concerns about giving politicians and federal bureaucrats the authority to determine
how much money can be spent on health care premiums and which health care services should
be covered by an insurance policy. I do believe we must reform the insurance market to expand
access and take steps to stem the rise in health care costs. But it is absolutely imperative that we
preserve our existing high-quality health care delivery system, and I strongly object to proposals
that would give a federal bureaucracy too much control over health care.

Studies have found that the major reason families lack health coverage is because the parent
works for a company which doesn't offer health insurance. For those which do, the out-of-
pocket costs are often too high for the employee. Clearly, the cost of health insurance can
determine whether or not an employer is able to provide it as a benefit for employees. Adding a
host of new federal mandates to health care would have the effect of increasing premiums and
ultimately reducing the number of people with health coverage, as small businesses find they
cannot afford to provide health insurance.

I believe the best way to help families afford insurance is to reduce the cost of health care
services and insurance policies. Market-oriented alternatives to achieve this goal include giving
individuals and the self-employed the same health-insurance tax benefits enjoyed by
corporations, so individuals can afford to shop the marketplace for the highest quality at the best
price; expanding Medical Savings Accounts (MSAs) so more uninsured people are covered and
have jncentives to "comparison shop;" and reforming the medical malpractice regime to bring
down wasteful "defensive medicine" costs.

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER




Kay Erickson
Page 2
07/30/99

The Senate recently passed the Patient’s Bill of Rights, which includes reasonable reforms to
improve access to quality care, as well as, important tax relief provisions to help make health and
long-term care insurance more affordable.

While the House has not completed its work on similar legislation yet, rest assured I will
continue to support policies which allow consumers, not the government, to drive the health care
industry toward higher quality and lower prices.

Thanks again for your input, as I appreciate hearing from you. Please feel free to contact me
whenever I can be helpful to you or your family.

Member of Congress
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Kay Erickson

President

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
550 Rice Street

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55103

Dear Kay:

Thank you for letting me know your views on the juvenile justice bill and your opposition to new gun
regulations.

Like you, I support the Second Amendment right to keep and bear arms. That’s why I voted to restore the
Second Amendment rights of the citizens of the District of Columbia by voting to repeal the District’s ban
on citizen gun possession. I also voted for an amendment to allow District residents to possess a loaded
handgun in their homes to protect themselves and their families.

Most of the gun owners I have heard from do not believe their Second Amendment rights are infringed by
reasonable, common-sense measures to protect children and keep criminals from getting guns. That’s
why I supported the gun safety measures passed by the U.S. Senate on a vote of 73 to 25. (Senator Rod
Grams also voted for this legislation.)

We need to address the problem of youth violence in a comprehensive and balanced way. That’s why I
also supported the juvenile justice bill which calls for more aggressive prosecution of criminals who
violate existing gun laws. Of the thousands of gun law violations each year, only a few are prosecuted.

Also, the House juvenile justice bill imposes tougher sanctions for serious crimes committed by juveniles.

Clearly, legislation, alone, will not solve the problem of youth violence in America. Families, churches,
schools and community organizations must work together to make our children and communities safer.

Thanks again for letting me know your views about the problem of youth violence in America. Rest
gd, I will continue to support the rights of law-abiding citizens to use guns legally and responsibly.

Member of Congress
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Fax #

Thank you for contacting me to express your support for reforming
our nation's campaign finance laws. I appreciate hearing from
_ you on this important issue.

rd

[ My evaluation of campaign finance reform legislation is based on

\ several quiding principles, particularly the First Amendment

) right of Americans to participate in the political process.

4 Equally important is my belief that we need to ensure greater
compliance of our existing laws, and require fair and frequent
disclosure of contributions. 1In my view, campaign finance
proposals considered by the Senate during the 105th Congress
violated these important principles.

Many campaign finance reform proposals are premised upon the
belief that there is too much money spent on American elections.
Contrary to the First Amendment, these proposals seek to limit
participation of many Americans in the political process and keep
them from having their voices heard. 1In fact, the notion that
there is government justification for regulating the costs of
political campaigns was rejected by the Supreme Court in the
landmark case of Buckley v. Valeo.

[ Additionally, I do not agree that we should place new

| restrictions upon the ability of national parties to support
generic state and local party activities through a ban on what is

| known as party<"soft money." The 1996 Supreme Ccurt case of

' Colorado Republican Campaign Committee v. FEC, in which the Court
determined that Congress may not limit independent expenditures
by political parties, makes it questionable whether these
restrictions would be constitutional.
I firmly believe Congress must not use violations of existing
laws to restrict political speech and participation by those who
abide by current law.

As your U.S. Senator, I will continue to review all campaign
finance reform legislation which comes before the U.S. Senate to
ensure that it does not violate our First Amendment freedoms.

Again, thank you for contacting me with your concerns. Please
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continue to get in touch with me anytime you have questions or
concerns about an issue before the U.S. Senate.

Sincerely,

Rod Grams
Senater

RG:jd
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continue to get in touch with me anytime you have questions or
concerns about an issue before the U.S. Senate.

Sincerely,

Rod Grams
+.

United States Senator

RG: jd
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July 6, 1999

The Honorable Rod Grams

United States Senate

261 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Grams:

We urge you to support the McCain-Feingold amendment to reform campaign

finance. The McCain-Feingold campaign finance reform amendment would:

1. effectively ban soft money;

2. require that funding for sham issue ads be covered by the same rules that
apply to other election activities; and

3. strengthen Federal Election Commission enforcement and disclosure.

We ask the Senate leadership to allow a vote on campaign finance reform
legislation. It is clear the American voting public is eager for change.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.
Sincerely,

’w ; / W
Judy

Duffy Kay Erickson
President Action Chair
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July 6, 1999

Editor

Minneapolis Star Tribune
425 Portland
Minneapolis, MN 55488

To the Editor:

Thank you for your feature article on the Brainerd Lakes Area League of Women Voters and
their new president, Dean Wiesner. Most do not realize that the League welcomes all people of
voting age as members, women and men. The Brainerd Lakes Area League is busy making
contributions to their city and surrounding area.

As you stated in your article, the Brainerd Lakes Area League was reactivated after a number of
years of inactivity. This occurred when the editor of the Brainerd newspaper stated in an
editorial comment that what Brainerd needed was a League of Women Voters. He was right and
so it happened. The League is a valuable resource for any community in which it serves.

There are myriad opportunities for involvement with the League. Anyone interested in more
information about the League can call our office at 651/224-5445.

Judy Duffy, President
League of Women Voters of Minnesota
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Judy Duffy

President

The League of Women Voters
550 Rice Street

St. Paul, Minnesota 55103

Dear Judy:
Thank you for contacting me about campaign finance reform.

In the last Congress, I was a cosponsor and strong supporter of the Shays-Meehan legislation, voting
against all amendments that would have risked breaking apart the coalition needed to pass the bill.

This year, I am again an original cosponsor and strong supporter of the Shays-Meehan legislation that
would reform our campaign system by eliminating unregulated soft money contributions, improving

accountability for campaign ads and increasing disclosure and enforcement. I am also one of 29
Republicans who recently wrote to Speaker Hastert urging House consideration of Shays-Meehan by a
date certain. Pursuant to our letter, Speaker Hastert has promised a vote by the week of September 13.

[ believe this date allows reasonable time to pass campaign finance reform into law. Hearings on
campaign finance reform will be held soon, and the House vote will take place during the ninth month of
a 24-month Congressional term. This is nearly one year earlier in the process than the House passed
Shays-Meehan in the last Congress.

It is also important to remember that the Senate is not required to wait for House action before it
considers campaign finance reform. Under Senate rules, a senator could offer this legislation as an
amendment at any time on nearly any bill. If the Speaker’s promise for a September vote were to be
broken, I would then sign the discharge petition. However, as long as we proceed with campaign finance

reforim on schedule, I do not believe it is necessary o sign the petition.

Thank you for your strong support of the Shays-Meehan legislation and for your help in reforming the
campaign finance system to restore the American people’s trust in the political process.

Member of Congress

FRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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The Honorable Collin Peterson PErENSoN
House of Representatives

2159 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Peterson:

We urge you to cosponsor and support H.R. 358, the Patients’ Bill of Rights Act.
The Patients’ Bill of Rights Act would guarantee basic health care protections for
consumers by protecting the rights of patients in health care plans. It would
guarantee the right of access to necessary care, especially for seriously ill persons
or those with chronic conditions, the right to emergency room care using the
“reasonably prudent person standard” and the right to have medical information
kept confidential. H.R. 358 will ensure a process that will resolve grievances in a
timely manner.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

Jﬁj/[; fy Kay Erickson

President Action Chair
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June 22, 1999

The Honorable William P. Luther
House of Representatives

117 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Luther:

Thank you for your cosponsorship and support of H.R. 358, the Patients’ Bill of
Rights Act. The Patients’ Bill of Rights Act would guarantee basic health care
protections for consumers by protecting the rights of patients in health care plans.
It would guarantee the right of access to necessary care, especially for seriously ill
persons or those with chronic conditions, the right to emergency room care using
the “reasonably prudent person standard” and the right to have medical
information kept confidential. H.R. 358 will ensure a process that will resolve
grievances in a timely manner.

Thank you for your work on this issue.

Sincerely,

Judy Duffy Kay Erickson
President Action Chair
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June 18, 1999

Gail Hanson, President

Rosemarie Kelly, Executive Director
League of Women Voters of Minneapolis
Young Quinlan Building

81 S. Ninth Street

Suite 335

Minneapolis, MN 55402

Dear Gail and Rosemarie:

We are writing in response to your letter of June 4, 1999 in which you request permission
to pay 50% of LWVMinneapolis’ PMP from your Education Fund and 50% from the
operating fund. We know that LWVUS is allowing up to 100% of PMP to be paid to the
Education Fund rather than to LWVUS.

[t seems reasonable for you to pay half to LWVMN from your operating fund and half to
LWVMNEF from your Education Fund. We are reviewing our current policy of
allowing up to 25% of PMP to be paid with Education Fund monies. (Our one
reservation about increasing the percentage is that PMP is the sole support for our
membership and advocacy activities carried out by LWVMN.) In the meantime go ahead
for this year.

We are happy to grant you the waiver you requested to pay the PMP in full after July 1%,

Thank you for the outstanding work you do—LWVMinneapolis sets the standard!

\_,;me/\I?/ﬁé// y 45’_’\4%4

J udy Duffy Sally Sawyer
President Executive Director
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May 5, 1999 fmm W

The Honorable Don Samuelson
Minnesota Senate

124 Capitol

St. Paul MN 55155

Dear Senator Samuelson:

LWVMN believes the Tobacco Settlement funds (the one-time revenue paid to the state
over five years totaling $1.3 billion starting with $461 million in the current biennium
ending June 30) provides a unique opportunity for the state to make maximum use of
the funds by establishing a Minnesota Families Foundation and endowments for
medical education and research, tobacco prevention efforts and health care especially
the adolescent health initiative proposal designed to fund health care for children at
risk.

There does not seem to be a reason to utilize these one-time funds for ongoing state
budget needs in these times of budget surplus. Prudence should dictate that the tobacco
settlement funds be put to use on long term programs which would promote health
benefits well into the future.

It is well to recall that the lawsuit against the tobacco industry was initiated not to
create a state windfall to finance tax cuts but to recover the state’s costs of health care
expenditures resulting from diseases caused by smoking, to keep kids from starting to
smoke, to assist those trying to quit, and to provide the means to create a healthier
society in the future.

The LWVMN position on government spending as defined in our 1995 study states
“...long-term vision as well as immediate concerns should guide state spending
decisions.” In addition, LWVMN has strong positions on children’s concerns, health
care and family support as state spending priorities. Therefore we strongly support the
use of the $1.3 billion on health related endowments and the family foundation which
are included in SF1269.”

Sincerely,

Judy Duffy Carol Frisch
President Vice President, Action
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April 28, 1999

The Honorable Ember Reichgott Junge
MN State Senate

7701 48" Avenue North

New Hope, MN 55428-4515

Dear Senator Junge:

Thank you very much for joining us in St. Cloud last Saturday and sharing with our
‘convention delegation your ideas for women running for public office. Your enthusiasm
and encouragement were energizing to the convention and we were delighted you were

there.

We are also very appreciative of the work you have done in your legislative career to
advance the opportunities and prestige of women in office. You are a role model for
showing us how it can be done with grace and determination.

Personally, I have enjoyed working with you and look forward to our next meeting.
Sincerely

4 A

(|

/
/udy uffy, Presiden
League of Women Voters of Minnesota

JD:KK
enclosures
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April 28, 1999

The Honorable Mae Schunk
Lieutenant Governor of Minnesota
Room 130, State Capitol

St. Paul, MN 55155

Dear Lt. Governor Schunk:
Thank you very much for speaking to our state convention delegates last Friday evening.

' We appreciated your candid observations about running for office and your ideas for an
improved educational system. As I mentioned to you, our membership is very interested in

education and works hard in each of our communities to address issues of importance.

[ hope that if there are areas where we can work together on issues of mutual interest and

concern that you will call on us. Within the legislative framework, we work on a number
of issues in the areas of education, social policy, natural resources, criminal justice and
governmental process. For your information, I am enclosing some information about the
League -- and if you are so interested, a membership form. Many elected officials are
League members.

Once again, I thank you for joining us in St. Cloud. We were very appreciative of your
willingness to meet and chat with a number of us, allowing us the opportunity to get
acquainted with you. I wish you much success in your new position and look forward to
our next meeting.

Sincerely,

Vdip (g IZ/
udy Duffy, President

League of Women Voters of Minnesota

JD: KK
enclosures
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April 28, 1999

The Honorable Mary Kiffmeyer
MN Secretary of State

Room 180, State Office

St. Paul, MN 55155

Dear Secretary of State Kiffmeyer:

Thank you very much for speaking to our convention delegation in St. Cloud last Friday.
We appreciated hearing something about you and your plans for your office. Since we
share largely the same mission with regard to voter participation, we were very interested
to hear from you and what you hope to do in your new position.

I hope that you will call on us to work with you to increase voter turnout and to help to
educate citizens with voting questions. This is the ongoing mission of the League. I am
enclosing some information about the League and a membership brochure. Many elected
officials are members of the League.

Personally, I enjoyed chatting with you over lunch and look forward to our next meeting. I
wish you much success in your new position.

Sincerely,

by bty

Judy Duffy, President
League of Women Voters of Minnesota

JD: KK
Enclosures




March 11, 1999

The Honorable Roger Moe
Senate Majority Leader
208 Capitol

St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

Dear Senator Moe:

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota has long advocated for the State of
Minnesota to play an active role in providing long-term decent and affordable housing for
very low-, low- and moderate-income households. It is becoming increasingly obvious
that the housing situation is at a crisis point in Minnesota.

The League applauds the efforts that are being made to increase the supply of transitional
housing to keep people off the streets although we believe that this is not a long-term
solution to the lack of affordable housing. The answer is to increase the supply of
housing stock that is affordable to low and very low income people on a permanent basis.
We need to look beyond temporarily housing the homeless and find suitable homes for
them. It is an established fact that many of the homeless are working and are families
with children. The waiting list for subsidized housing in Minnesota now averages
between five and six years.

We respectfully suggest:

¢ The spending target for housing be dramatically increased.

¢ Minnesota Housing Finance Agency should be funded at a level that restores the
dollars lost in federal cuts. The MHFA performs admirably with limited resources
and the state should increase its role.
Home ownership is a laudable goal of housing programs. The need now is for rental
housing for persons and families with low and very low income. An increased
allotment of housing resources should be directed to this type of housing. Home
ownership may be the ultimate preferred solution but is an unrealistic answer to
immediate housing needs of persons who are economically strapped.
Creative solutions should be explored to lower the cost of rehabilitation and
production of rental properties




March 11, 1999
Page 2

¢ Itis time to consider reforms in the tax structure to remove impediments to the
economic viability of rental properties.
¢ Support the Bridges program adequately and with statewide use of subsidies.

True economic growth of a region depends upon a solid housing strategy. Without
adequate housing for workers there can be no sustained economic expansion. Minnesota
could take a leadership role in the nation to point the way to real solutions to the housing
crisis.

Sincerely,

Judy Duffy
President
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March 10, 1999

The Honorable Sheila Kiscaden
Minnesota Senate

135 State Office Building

Saint Paul, MN 55155

Dear Senator Kiscaden:

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota has long supported programs and policies
that promote the well being, development and safety of all children and prevention efforts
to lower the rates of teenage pregnancy and other high risk behaviors. We believe that
improved access to good health care and related services is especially needed for
adolescents.

A recent, joint study by the Leagues of Women Voters of Minneapolis and St. Paul
entitled From Childhood to Adulthood: Putting Adolescents on a Healthy Lifetime Path
notes that among Minnesota youth smoking rates are on the rise, fifty percent of ninth
graders use alcohol and twenty-eight percent of ninth graders are sexually active. Clearly
much work remains to be done.

Therefore the League of Women Voters of Minnesota strongly supports SF1137, which
establishes a process to award grants to community clinics with demonstrated need that
provide prevention and clinic-based health services and resources to adolescents. This
bill would target funds to improve access to health services and encourage parental and
adolescent involvement in preventing and reducing adolescent health risks. Stated
outcomes are reduced rates of suicide, tobacco, alcohol and substance abuse, eating
disorders and sexually transmitted diseases.

We commend you and Senator Wiener for introducing this much needed measure and
urge its passage.

Sincerely,

dy Duffy
President
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Richard W. Stanek Minnesota
State Representative
House of

District 33B

Hennepin County % .f - Repl‘esentaﬁves

COMMITTEES: JUDICIARY; JUDICIARY FINANCE DIVISION; LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND METROPOLITAN AFFAIRS

March 4, 1999

Judy Duffy

President, League of Women Voters
550 Rice Street

St. Paul, MN 55103

Dear Ms. Duffy:

[ am in possession of a copy of your February 25, 1999 newsletter, “Capitol Letter.” In your
discussion of the February 19 Joint Hearing of the House and Senate Crime Prevention
Committees in which the concealed carry issue was debated, you claimed that you testified in
opposition to my bill. This statement is patently untrue. My bill, HF 897, was not presented at
that meeting. No testimony was taken either in support of or in opposition to my bill. As of that
date, my bill had not even been introduced.

Your newsletter is further in error in its statement that Sen. Dave Johnson has sponsored a
concealed carry bill. Sen. Johnson to date has never introduced a concealed carry bill.

I demand an apology and a published retraction of these misstatements. I have no respect for an
organization that prints and disseminates false information.

Sincerely,

—

Rich Stanek
State Represenative

cc: Sen. Dave Johnson

14890 - 91st Ave., Maple Grove, Minnesota 55369 (612) 420-4497
State Office Building, 100 Constitution Ave., St. Paul, Minnesota 55155-1298 (612) 296-5502
FAX (612) 296-8802 S




Date: November 14, 1998
From: Walter H. Kuckes

To: St. Cloud Times

Subject: League of Women Voters and Jesse Ventura

Dear Editor:

| do not know the details of the criticisms that have been directed at the
League of Women Voters for their recent political debates. Perhaps the
League like everyone else are not perfect. But let’s recognize the great
public service they and Public Television provided with the recent debates.
Without them we would still see Jesse Ventura as The Body and not as The
Mind. Without them we would not be looking forward to having what

appears to be a great next Governor and Lt. Governor. Thank you League
of Women Voters and Public Television.

Walter H. Kuckes

cc- Governor Elect Jesse Ventura, Capitol, St. Paul, Mn.

League of Women Voters 550 Rice St. St. Paul, Mn. 55103
KTCA-Channel 2 172E. 4th St. St. Paul, Mn.

WALTER H. KUCKES
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December 2, 1998

Walter H. Kuckes
1001 Hamlet Drive North
Avon, MN 56310

Dear Mr. Kuckes:

We were very pleased to receive your contribution to the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota Education Fund in the amount of $1,000. I assure you that
we do not receive such generous gifts on a regular basis.

You indicated in your accompanying letter and in your conversation with our
director, Sally Sawyer, that you were recognizing the importance of the League's
and KTCA's gubernatorial debates in the 1998 election and the decision to
include the Reform Party candidate in those debates.

Candidates are invited to participate in League of Women Voters debates based
on whether they meet criteria for inclusion, criteria adopted by the League Board
months before the candidates have been selected. In 1998 all of the major party
candidates—Republican, DFL and Reform Party—were invited to participate

in the League's gubernatorial debates because the first of the League's criteria is
that major party candidates will be invited to participate. We have followed this
criterion for 20 years. As you may recall, the Reform Party achieved major party
status in the 1994 election for U.S. Senate; its candidate for U.S. Senate
participated in the League's debates in 1996; and as a result of that election the
Reform Party maintained its major party status.

The League of Women Voters believes debates give voters the opportunity to
see and hear those candidates who have the best chance of being elected to
represent them. We are most grateful for contributions like yours which enable
us to provide this important service. Thank you again!

Sincerely,

ffy 257%6/

JudyPDu
President

JD:ss Tax Purpose: No goods or services were provided

in return for this contribution.
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January 4,1999

Jerome S. Gray

611 Medical Arts Building
825 Nicollet Mall
Minneapolis, MN 55402

Dear Mr. Gray:

Thank you very much! The League of Women Voters of Minnesota
Education Fund was very pleased to receive your check dated December 31,
1998 in the amount of $1000.00 for the 1998-99 LWVMNEF Annual
Appeal.

Your tax deductible contribution is greatly appreciated. It will be used to
help provide voter information for Minnesota citizens.

Sincerely,

n/y nlle
y 1 ./L, J et
4 /&W

dy Duffy [.ﬁ‘i"’// %7‘{,4-’;-- e

President / o

a Mcm/( |
/A

Tax Purpose: No goods or services were provided in return for this

contribution.
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l
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wmmini United States Congress  Fax: (612) 7304858

November 13, 1998

Pastor Chuck Claus
Trinity Lutheran Church
115 North 4™ Street
Stillwater, MN 55082

Dear Pastor Claus,

I want to express my most sincere thanks to you for coordinating the Political Forum at
the Trinity Church on October 17. The forum, I felt, went extremely well, and I am
confident it was beneficial to those who attended.

[ should also mention that I felt the organization of your forum was one of the best of the
year. Judy Dufty of the Minnesota League of Women Voters is, of course, a terrific
moderator and she helped make the entire event go smoothly.

Again, thank you for making the commitment and taking the time to arrange this forum.
I look forwar rticipating in your future events.

s

/mcerely,

Bill Luther
Member of Congress

Prepared and paid for by the Luther for Congress Volunteer Committee , John Winkelman, Treasurer
FEC No. C00165449 Conlributions are not tax deductible. Not Printed At Government Expense
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October 27, 1998

To the editor:

With the November election fast approaching, all the "experts" are saying voter
turnout will be down. They're saying voters are turned off by what’s going on
in Washington. And they're saying Americans are complacent -- the economy's
in pretty good shape, so why would people vote?

I'm not ready to give up on the American voter. I know how important voting
is. So I'm asking readers to help in getting people to the polls.

What can you do to increase voter turnout? The first thing, obviously, is to get
out and vote. Don't be swayed by anyone who says this election doesn't really
matter; it does. The candidates we elect on November 3 will be making
decisions that affect our lives in countless important ways. Our jobs, our taxes,
our health care, our children's education, our Social Security, you name it - they
are all at stake.

The second thing you can do to help get out the vote is to encourage your
friends, your family, your neighbors and your coworkers to vote, too. The
League of Women Voters has conducted scientific research to determine
exactly what makes the difference in getting people to vote, and you know
what they found? One of the key reasons people vote is that friends and family
encourage them to vote.

It's that simple. About one-half of the people who vote were encouraged to do
so by friends and family. The comparable figure among people who didn't
vote? Only one-fifth. The findings are a clear sign that we can all play a role
in increasing voter turnout, and that it's not that hard to do. All we have to do is
talk to people we know, tell them why we're voting and encourage them to do
the same.

But what if people aren't sure whom or what to vote for? What if they don't
have what they need to make an informed decision? According to the League's
research, one of the other key factors in voting vs. nonvoting along with
encouragement from friends and family - is access to information.




Obtaining information will help boost voter participation. Nonvoters are much more likely
than voters to express frustration that they can’t get their hands on credible information about
the candidates and the issues.

The League of Women Voters has made getting election information a little easier. Check out
"1998 Election Central" on the national League’s website (www.lwv.org/elect.html) for links
to candidate and ballot information, information on registering to vote, tips on getting out the
vote in your community and lots of other resources, including links to other websites with
election information.

The Minnesota website is http://tcfreenet.org/ip/pol/lwvmn. This website contains candidate
information in Minnesota’s statewide contests as well as other information. Our complete
Voter Guide is available in Target, Dayton’s and Mervyn’s Stores, while supplies last. Voter
questions can be answered by calling 651/224-5445 in the Metro area or 800/663-9328 from
outside the Metro area.

As you're talking to family, friends and others about voting, tell them about these important,
nonpartisan resources. Make sure people know that it's easy to find credible information
about the election, and that the League is always a great place to start.

%dy/;;uffy% i B

President, League of Women Voters of Minnesota
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To: Steve Dornfeld, Pioneer Press ~ ¥

From: Judy Duffy, President, League of Women Voters of Minnesota
Re: “What sort of Reform?”
Date: November 5, 1998

Fax: 228-5564

Here is piece you requested from the League of Women Voters. I hope it speaks
to the question you asked.

Should you have any questions, please contact me at the League office at 224-5445.
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What sort of Reform?

In the wake of the Jesse Ventura victory, the candidate of the Reform Party, we need to ask ourselves what sort of
reform can we expect. Is it reform as defined by Webster “to make better by removing faults and defects.” or is it
“to make better by putting a stop to abuses or malpractices;” or is it re-form “to form again”? Whatever the
definition of the Reform Party by those who elected Ventura as our next governor, it is clear that there may be an
opportunity to capture the enthusiasm and do government differently.

Throughout the campaign, Governor-elect Ventura talked about the need to reduce taxes and the size of
government. But let’s remember that government and government programs are not always bad. Government
does have Constitutional responsibilities to perform certain functions and to fill certain needs. During the
campaign, Ventura stated that he would have an open mind and be willing to look at alternatives to existing
government programs and policies behind them.

Some suggestions from the League of Women Voters would be that all programs should be considered for their
long term impact. A priority would be for those programs that affect our children and their families trying to
make their way: education, child care, health care, housing and transportation. Also among those priorities would
be how @& Governor Ventura will go about choosing judges to fill vacancies on the bench--a significant issue for
-siwews- v ho findgthemselves in court where life changing decisions will be made.

“+ose

Careful and regular review of programs should be welcomed. However, they should be reviewed with the needs
identified and the benefits that are delivered. Are they reaching the right people? Are they cost effective? Do they
do what l]lek ere designed to do ? Are they being conducted by the proper entity ? If they meet the tests, let’s be
very careful Hrany steps that would cut government just for the sake of cutting government. If they don’t meet the
tests then perhaps they should be altered or terminated. No one should be given a free ride but there are real needs
and people trying to make it in this world who need bridges to get there.

The selection of judges is a major responsibility of the governor. The Judicial Selection Commission makes
recommendations to the governor to fill vacancies. Governor Ventura should take great care in both his
appointments to this commission and in reviewing the recommendations that will be made by that commission.
This is a mechanism to assure that qualified candidates are named to the bench and that this process is not
politicized. The need for a qualified, fair and impartial judiciary cannot be overstated.

Can we cut taxes in Minnesota? Certainly. Due to a sustained strong economy, our state treasury has been
expanding and by most predictions will continue to grow at least over the short term. We are cautioned that this
will come to an end and that we need to craft our spending to be prepared for that eventuality. That is wise advice
but we also have responsibilities as a state. A balance can and should be struck between our spending and our
saving. The surplus that has accumulated creates an opportunity to carefully weigh our priorities and
responsibilities to our citizens. Wholesale “reform” should not create more problems than it solves.

Judy Duffy, President
League of Women Voters of Minnesota




Cate Roard

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

Board of Regents 220 Morrill Hall
100 Church Street S .E.
Minneapolis, MN 55455-0110

612-625-6300

October 16, 1998

Judy Duffy
505 Lake
Birchwood, MN 55110-1631

Dear Judy:

Thank you for attending the dinner with the Board of Regents at
Eastcliff last week. What a delightful evening!

The Board of Regents has made a concerted effort to more aggressively
reach out to a variety of Minnesota constituencies with whom we must
partner to serve this state effectively. We are especially pleased with the work
of University president Mark Yudof in this regard.

As regents, we share with you and your colleagues on the board of the
Minnesota League of Women Voters, a special commitment in serving as
“citizen representatives” to advance issues and opportunities that broadly
benefit our society. Our discussion of higher education’s responsibility in
promoting citizenship was testament to this shared value and commitment.
We will follow up the remarks by Professor Boyte and your input through
discussions this year.

Again, thank you for visiting with us and for your ongoing support of the
University of Minnesota.

Sincerely,

William E. Hogan, II Patricia Spence
Chair Vice Chair

Members of the Board of Regents
Mark Yudof, President
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October 16, 1998

President and Mrs. Yudof
176 North Mississippi River Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55104

Dear President and Mrs. Yudof,

On behalf of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota Board of Directors, I would like to
extend our appreciation for the delightful evening spent at Eastcliff last week. We very much
enjoyed the opportunity to meet you and members of the University's Board of Regents.

Our brief discussion regarding higher education's role in nurturing citizenship was an
encouraging sign that institutions such as the University are becoming more engaged in this
effort. As we mentioned, fostering good citizenship is a responsibility of the entire community
and requires deliberate and intentional steps. We would welcome the opportunity to work with
the University in this effort.

We also are proud to count you, Judy, among our members. We have spoken in the past about
your ability to devote time to the League but we are pleased to have you at any level of
involvement. Your past accomplishments while in Texas would be worth repeating to our
members in Minnesota and at some time I hope we can call on you to tell us about your work
there.

Once again, we welcome you to Minnesota and to the University. It is apparent in your short
tenure that new life and direction have been breathed into the University and we look forward to
what is in the future under your leadership.

Sincerely,

President




THE LEAGUE
OF WOMEN VOTERS

MINNESOTAEDUCATION FUND
550 RICE STREET ~ ST. PAUL, MN 55103 PHONE (612) 224-5445 FAX (612) 290-2145

PRESIDENT
Judy Duffy

ADVISORY BOARD

Ralph Burnet
Chairman & CEO
Burnet Financial Group

Ned Crosby
Chair
Jefferson Center

Isabel Gomez
Judge
Hennepin County District Court

Honorable Joan Anderson Growe
Secretary of State

Joan A. Grzywinski

President/District Manager

St. Paul and South Metro Minneapolis
MNorwest Bank Minnesota, N.A.

Roger L. Hale
President & CEQ
TENNANT

Jean L. Harris, M.D.
Mayor
Eden Prairie

Josie R. Johnson
Senior Fellow

College of Education
University of Minnesota

Steven D. Ladwig

Vice President AS/400 Development
Senior State Executive

IBM Corporation

Sheila Leatherman
Executive Vice President
United HealthCare

Peggy Lucas
Partner
Brighton Development Corp.

Laura McCarten
Director of Community Services
Morthern States Power Company

Vivian Jenkins Nelsen
President and CEQ
International Institute for
Interracial Interactions
INTER-RACE

James A. Roberts
Vice President, Corporate Relations
Minnesota Power

G. Edward Schuh
Professor

Hubert H. Humphrey
Institute of Public Affairs
University of Minnesota

Laura Waterman Wittstock
President
MIGIZI Communications, Inc.

Mark G. Yudof
President
University of Minnesota

Ao —+t
L2 -54¢ %60l

October 26, 1998

John Remes, President and General Manager
Gannett Foundation

[ KARE 11
8811 Olson Memorial Highway
Minneapolis, MN 55427

Dear Mr. Remes:

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota Education Fund was pleased to
receive check # 25438 for $2,500 for the “Choosing Minnesota’s Judges” study.
I enjoyed the event on October 21st at KARE 11.

In consideration for this contribution the Gannett Foundation has received no
benefits that would reduce the tax-deductibility for the contribution.

Thank you very much for your continued support.

Sincerely,

Judy Duffy
President
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October 9, 1998

Jean Tews

Director of Development

League of Women Voters of MN Education Fund
550 Rice Street

St. Paul, MN 55103

Dear Ms. Tews:

Congratulations! Your grant request for the amount of $ 2,500
has been approved by the Gannett Foundation Management
Contributions Committee.

We would like to invite you and our other Gannett Foundation
quarterly grant recipients to join President and General Manager, John
Remes, myself and other members of our staff at 3:30pm on
Wednesday, October 21. We would like to present your check
personally and talk with you about your organization. Please let Caroll
Solberg know if you can or cannot attend. You may call her at 797-
1370,

Thank you for your interest in KARE TV and the Gannett
Foundation. We look forward to meeting you on October 21.

Warm regard

Kiki Rosatti s\"&

Community Relations Director

8811 Olson Memoaorial Highwa
KLR/cs ’ raTemY

Minneapolis, MN 55427

612-546-1111

<) GANNETT
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October 9, 1998

Jean Tews

Director of Development -

League of Women Voters of MN Education Fund
550 Rice Street

St. Paul, MN 55103

Dear Ms. Tews:

Congratulations! Your grant request for the amount of $ 2,500
has been approved by the Gannett Foundation Management
Contributions Committee.

We would like to invite you and our other Gannett Foundation
quarterly grant recipients to join President and General Manager, John
waﬁww
Wednesday, October 21. We would like to present your check
personally and falk with you about your organization. Please let Caroll

Solberg know if you can or cannot attend. You may call her at 797-
7370.

Thank you for your interest in KARE TV and the Gannett
Foundation. We look forward to meeting you,on October 21.

Warm regard

Kiki Rosatti . ‘k"!@

Community Relations Director

8811 Olson Memorial Highwa
KLR/cs i

Minneapolis, MN 55427

612-546-1111

<) GANNETT
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September 4, 1998

League of Women Voters
550 Rice Street
St. Paul, MN 55103

Dear Staff:

With Women'’s Equality Day just behind us, and Constitution Week
and Minnesota’s primary on the horizon, I wanted to take this
opportunity to recognize the efforts of the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota in promoting voter awareness.

"The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be
denied or abridged by the United States or any state on account
of sex...." The 19th Amendment sits at the heart of our
democracy even though it followed more than a century after this
nation was founded.

The Minnesota Legislature ratified the amendment on September
8th, 1919, but it took nearly another year before final
ratification was achieved. 1In those first few hours, dedicated
women in South Saint Paul organized a local referendum making
Minnesota’s women the first female voters in our nation’s
history. Today, this proud tradition continues as all
Minnesotans turn out to the polls and participate by exercising
their constitutional right to vote.

For decades, the League of Women Voters of Minnesota have
provided important insight on key issues of the day. As an
elected official, I want to commend the organization and its
volunteers for their commitment to improving the electoral
process. As a voter, I wanted to thank you for the information
you provide.

Sincerely,

/Zém g
U.S.

Senator

http://www.senate,gov/~grams PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER Email: mail_grams@grams.senate.gov
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To the Editor:

Are we political? You bet your socks we are! And we, the League of Women Voters, encourage every
citizen to be political as well.

Are we partisan? Absolutely not! Never and I repeat never, do we as an organization work in support
or opposition to a candidate for political or judicial office. League members are encouraged to work
for candidates whom they support as individual, responsible citizens. The League is a unique
organization that draws its membership from across the political spectrum. Our members, who are
amply represented in several political parties, join the League because they take very seriously their
civic duty to be informed and active participants in the election process. Our members, by and large
belong to the League because they care about their communities and their country and believe it is
important to pay attention to what is going on and to make their voices heard.

The League is comprised of two separate legal entities. One is the League's Education Fund which is
responsible for citizen education. The Education Fund carries out the study of issues selected by our
membership at large in a careful and balanced process that requires full member participation. The
Education Fund also provides for the education of the voter through the production of voter guides
listing all candidates for statewide office; the establishment of telephone hotlines to answer thousands

of questions from citizens who want to vote and need to know how to register, where to vote and when
the polls are open; and the production of hundreds of candidate forums around the state for candidates
for local, state and federal office so that voters have the opportunity to see, hear and meet those who
wish to represent them in elected office. The Education Fund does not advocate or oppose issues of
public policy.

The other entity — the League of Women Voters of Minnesota — is responsible for advocating positions
arrived at through study and consensus of its members. The issues fall generally under the categories of
government, social policy, natural resources, international relations, education, and criminal justice.
Does every League member fully support every position? No, but our membership does agree on the
fundamental principles to examine issues of public policy and to speak out when appropriate about
where we stand.

A recent letter from Loren Pecore (8/21/98) sought to cast doubt and suspicion on League activities and
motivations in an attempt to justify Representative Gil Gutnecht's refusal to participate in a League's
Education Fund debate. He is entitled to his opinion; however, it should be formed when in possession
of the facts of which his letter was generally devoid. The League was formed in 1920 as an outgrowth
of the women's suffrage movement and the realization that one should only cast a ballot if one is
informed. The League continues to work not only to inform its members but the community at large. If
that is an agenda to be suspect, I wish more citizens would become engaged.

Judy Duffy, President
League of Women Voters of Minnesota
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- The criticism that  Congressman
Gutkunecht has received from the Minmasata
JLeague of Women Voters for his refusal to
participate in their candidate forum is unfa.u
and, in my Opinion, simply “sour g:rapcs
the part of the league. i 'R
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Dear Mr. Cooper:

Honorable Joan Anderson Growe
Secretary of State

Joan A. Grzywinski Thank you for your response to our letter on the Minnesota Compact.
Presideny/District M . ; ; : y
ot Pt s South Mebs Minnspolia We're hopeful that your party will subscribe to the suggestions outlined.

Nonwes BanicMinasota, Mok Our intent is to raise the level of public discourse with issue-centered

Roger L. Hale : G L 2 S 1 o71. W we wish
P et Ot dlscgbmon during the upcoming political campaign In no vay do € wis
TENNANT to stifle debate, only to insure that voters are getting useful information on

Jean L. Harris, M.D. which to base their voting decisions.
Mayor

Eden Prairie

Josie R. Johnson As to your request, the League is currently studying the judicial election

Cokene o Ectucsiion process in Minnesota. We have not yet reached any decisions regarding

Sinivenncal Mionesta the process. Our local League chapters will be discussing the issues

gD Ladeld surrounding this topic throughout the fall of 1998 and we will reach our
Vice President AS/400 Development e

Senior State Executive conclusions by January of 1999.
IBM Corparation

Sheila Leatherman Si 1
Executive Vice President incerely,
United HealthCare

Peggy Lucas

Partner

Brighton Development Corp.

Laura McCarten Ju Duf y

Director of Community Services
Northern States Power Company

Vivian Jenkins Nelsen
President and CEQ
International Institute for
Interracial Interactions:
INTER-RACE

James A. Roberts
Vice President, Corporate Relations
Minnesota Power

G. Edward Schuh
Professor

Hubert H. Humphrey
Institute of Public Affairs
University of Minnesota

Laura Waterman Wittstock
President
MIGIZI Communications, Inc.

Mark G. Yudof
President
University of Minnesota




Minnesota
m 480 Cedar Street, Suite 560 (612) 222-0022
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101 (612) 224-4122 (fax)
Bill Cooper
State Chairman

XA Republican Party of Minnesota

June 30, 1998

Ms. Judy Dufty
Co-Chair, Minnesota Compact

President, League of Women Voters of MN
550 Rice Street

Saint Paul, MN 55103

Dear Ms. Duffy:

I read with interest your letter concerning the Minnesota Compact.

I wonder if your group would be interested in taking a position on the rules of
judicial elections?

Very truly yours, / )

"7 / il //
yd T
f-/s {// [ A"

Bill Cooper

-

/D

/.//_% olen /// a=

v idloals o / Sty e i A
/

: _ /L —Z / CrZ (% /)(,/ /fu‘ ﬁ Py A

Prepared and paid for by the Republican Party of Minnesota, 480 Cedar Street, Suite 560, St. Paul MN 55101, Bill Cooper, Chairman.
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Ralph Burnet
Chairman & CEO
Burnet Financial Group

i Rochester Post Bulletin

Chair . P.O.Box 6118

fiasson Center 18 First Avenue S.E.

g O Rochester, MN 55903-6118

Judge
Hennepin County District Court

Honorable Joan Anderson Growe To the Editor:
Secretary of State

J A.G inski ;
President/District Manager Regretfully, Representative Gutnecht has opted out of a League of Women

N oy Metro finneapolis Voters sponsored forum for the candidates from Minnesota’s First
Roger L. Hale Congressional District. Mr. Gutnecht reasons that he cannot receive a fair

President & CEO i 1
S s and unbiased setting from the League.

Jean L. Harris, M.D. . 7 ¥ .
Mayor The League has, for 78 years, provided nonpartisan voter information and

continues to do so. League members acting as volunteers within their

Eden Prairie

Josie R. Joh wys . N
Senior Fellow communities work hard to produce candidate forums as a service to the

College of Education . . . . - g
University of Minnesola voting pubhc. This fall, in N'IlnneSOFa, League sponsor.ed canc.hdate forums
Sisven D; Ladwig will occur in every Congressional District except the First. It is the voters

Vice President AS/400 Development  who will be deprived of the opportunity to learn about those who wish to
Senior State Executive . i .
IBM Corporation serve them in the U.S. House of Representatives. For a candidate to

Sheila Leatherman presume an unfair, biased setting prior to the event is both insulting and
O p o e Flasidant absolutely erroneous. The losers in this decision are the constituents of the
Poi LicEE First Congressional District.
Partner

Brighton Development Corp

Laura McCarten S]]'lCCI'Cly,

Director of Community Services

Northern States Power Company
Vivian Jenkins Nelsen
President and CEO

International Institute for Judy Duffy

Interracial Interactions: .
INTER-RACE President

James A. Roberts
Vice President, Corporate Relations
Minnesota Power

G. Edward Schuh

Professor o
Hubert H. Humphrey i #
Institute of Public Affairs i
University of Minnesota

A

Laura Waterman Wittstock ”)’1,. A y {

President Ay ST A Fr
MIGIZI Communications, Inc. “Ne L : ) L J

Mark G. Yudof

President

University of Minnesota
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From: Ann/Hal <aksahs@win.bright.net>

To: lwvmn@mtn.org <lwvmn@ mtn.org>

Date:  Tuesday, August 04, 1998 1:41 PM

Subject: Re: First Congressional District Candidate Forum canceled

Judy: Here is the info from Yvonne, she e-mailed 4 leagues and | sent the
rest by post today. | didn't find a Rochester PB in town. Ann

At 04:36 PM 8/3/98 -0500, you wrote:

>8/3/98: 4 p.m. Received a telephone call from Jay Furst informing me that
>Congressman Gutknecht refuses to participate because the sponsors are
>biased against him. His aide included the League of Women Voters and, in
>particular, myself because | had contributed to the Mary Rieder campaign in
>1996.

>

>| sought advice from President Judy Duffy and at 4:15 received a phone call
>from Mike Dougherty, PB reporter, wanting a statement. This is what | said:
>

>League members are interested in encouraging citizens to participate in the
>political process and that includes making contributions to candidates of
>their choice. The fact that | contributed two years ago does not affect my
>ability to put together a fair candidate forum so that voters in the First
>Congressional District can learn more about the candidates.

>

>| was not Voter Service Chair in 1996 and | am taking no position this
>race. This is a different year with a different opponent. The losers in
>Congressman Gutknecht's refusal to participate are the voters of the First
>Congressional District.

>

>Unless the negative publicity from Gutknecht's refusal changes his mind, |
>regret to inform you that our efforts to organize a candidate forum for the
>First Congressional District are finished.

>

>Thanks for all of your help.

>

>Yvonne J Hubmayr

>4956 60th Ave SW

>Rochester, MN 55902

>Tel: 507-288-7265

>Fax: 507-282-2470

>E-mail: yhubmayr@sparc.isl.net

>

>

8/4/98
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Northfield News

P.O. Box 58

115 West 5" Street
Northfield, MN 55057-0058

To the Editor:

Regretfully, Representative Gutnecht has opted out of a League of Women
Voters sponsored forum for the candidates from Minnesota’s First
Congressional District. Mr. Gutnecht reasons that he cannot receive a fair
and unbiased setting from the League.

The League has, for 78 years, provided nonpartisan voter information and
continues to do so. League members acting as volunteers within their
communities work hard to produce candidate forums as a service to the
voting public. This fall, in Minnesota, League sponsored candidate forums
will occur in every Congressional District except the First. It is the voters
who will be deprived of the opportunity to learn about those who wish to
serve them in the U.S. House of Representatives. For a candidate to
presume an unfair, biased setting prior to the event is both insulting and
absolutely erroneous. The losers in this decision are the constituents of the
First Congressional District.

Sincerely,

Judy Dufty
President
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The Mankato Free Press
P.O. Box 3287

418 S. 2™ Street
Mankato, MN 56002

To the Editor:

Regretfully, Representative Gutnecht has opted out of a League of Women
Voters sponsored forum for the candidates from Minnesota’s First
Congressional District. Mr. Gutnecht reasons that he cannot receive a fair
and unbiased setting from the League.

The League has, for 78 years, provided nonpartisan voter information and
continues to do so. League members acting as volunteers within their
communities work hard to produce candidate forums as a service to the
voting public. This fall, in Minnesota, League sponsored candidate forums
will occur in every Congressional District except the First. It is the voters
who will be deprived of the opportunity to learn about those who wish to
serve them in the U.S. House of Representatives. For a candidate to
presume an unfair, biased setting prior to the event is both insulting and
absolutely erroneous. The losers in this decision are the constituents of the
First Congressional District.

Sincerely,

Judy Duffy
President
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Republican Eagle
P.O. Box 82

2760 N. Service Drive
Red Wing, MN 55066

To the Editor:

Regretfully, Representative Gutnecht has opted out of a League of Women
Voters sponsored forum for the candidates from Minnesota’s First
Congressional District. Mr. Gutnecht reasons that he cannot receive a fair
and unbiased setting from the League.

The League has, for 78 years, provided nonpartisan voter information and
continues to do so. League members acting as volunteers within their
communities work hard to produce candidate forums as a service to the
voting public. This fall, in Minnesota, League sponsored candidate forums
will occur in every Congressional District except the First. It is the voters
who will be deprived of the opportunity to learn about those who wish to
serve them in the U.S. House of Representatives. For a candidate to
presume an unfair, biased setting prior to the event is both insulting and
absolutely erroneous. The losers in this decision are the constituents of the
First Congressional District.

Sincerely,

Judy Duffy
President
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Austin Herald

P.O. Box 578

310 Second Street NE
Austin, MN 55912

To the Editor:

Regretfully, Representative Gutnecht has opted out of a League of Women
Voters sponsored forum for the candidates from Minnesota’s First
Congressional District. Mr. Gutnecht reasons that he cannot receive a fair
and unbiased setting from the League.

The League has, for 78 years, provided nonpartisan voter information and
continues to do so. League members acting as volunteers within their
communities work hard to produce candidate forums as a service to the
voting public. This fall, in Minnesota, League sponsored candidate forums
will occur in every Congressional District except the First. It is the voters
who will be deprived of the opportunity to learn about those who wish to
serve them in the U.S. House of Representatives. For a candidate to
presume an unfair, biased setting prior to the event is both insulting and
absolutely erroneous. The losers in this decision are the constituents of the
First Congressional District.

Sincerely,

Judy Duffy
President
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An appeal to Congressman Gutknecht to reconsider his decision not to participate
in candidate forums

I am extremely disappointed with Congressman Gutknecht’s decision not to participate in
the two candidate forums that I, as representative of the nine Leagues of Women Voters
of the First Congressional District was organizing in co-sponsorship with the Post-
Bulletin, Mitmesota Public Radio, the Free Press of Mankato and KSMQ-TV, Austin,

In explaining his refusal, Congressman Gutknecht accused most of these organizations of
being biased against him, HeinchidcdtbeLcagtwhhislistandsingledmcombecauscmy
history of campaign contributions indicate support of his 1996 opponent.

Congressman Gutknecht is surely aware of League’s 75-year history of producing
candidate forums that are uniformly organized, balanced and of service to the voters, He
must also be aware that individuals who are members of League are members precisely
because they are deeply concerned with political events. Naturally, we all have made
individual decisions on issues and political liaisons. Part of our mission is to “encourage
the informed and active participation of citizens in government,” and we would be remiss
in trying to fulfill that mission if we did not, ourselves, participate.

As Voter Service chairperson for the LWV-—~Rochester, I have, and will continue to
follow the guidelines that are described in “Candidate Forum Guidelines,” a 40-page
booklet produced by LWV—Minnesota that was specifically written to ensure uniform,
non-partisan and fair candidate forums. I would like to reassure Congressman Gutknecht
that I am very familiar with the contents of “Guidelines” since I participated in revising the
recent edition.

[ hope that Congressman Gutknecht will reconsider his decision not to participate in our
proposal for candidate forums, The losers in his decision are the voters of the First
Congressional District.

Yvonne Hubmayr

Voter Service, RLWV
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MINNRSOTA PUBLIC RADIO mpf)))

OPEN LETTER TO CONGRESSMAN GIL. GUTKNECHT

Dear Mr. Gutknecht,

America has a long proud history of debates: Lincolv/Douglas, Webster/Clay,
Kennedy/Nixon to nsme just a few of our most famous debates. Debates allow an
educated public the chance to hear firsthand the views and beliefs of those who wish to be
our Jeaders in govemment. There are no media consultants, campaign coordinators,
negative ads, or independent political expanditures to filter the message to the votars,

It is simply an honest discourse of ideas going directly from the cendidate to the voter.

We at Minoesota Public Radio (MPR) are disappointed in the decision of your campaign
manager to not have you take part in a debate format cosponsored by the Rochester Past
Builetin, The Yres Press of Mankato, the League of Women Voters, KSMQ-TV and
Minnesota Public Radio. We hope you will reconsider.

Not every voter is able 10 artend a live debate. t’s especially important that local
broadcast and print media bring debates to the vorers, into their homes, cars and trucks or
their workplaces. MPR is uniquely equipped to provide this important public service to
southeastern Minnesota and the entire state.

MPR is the most trusted news source in Minnesota, according to an independent survey
(1992, University of Wisconsin-River Falls). Because of that credibility, more than 34,000
people in the First District listen to Minnesota Public Radio’s News & Information
broadeasts fom KZSE/Rochester, KNGA/St. Peter-Mankato, KXLC/La Cresent and
KNOW/St. Paul. Fully 83 per oent of our listeners are registered voters and almost 60 per
cant always vote in statewide dections (January 1998 Scarborough Survey),

Tn addition to reaching a significant number of voters, MPR provides another major
advantage as a debate broadoast sponsor. MPR provides unedited coverage of the debate
to the entire First District: It will be heard live, in fill, without excerpting, or host
commentary during the broadcast. Voters can able to hear the entire debate in full and
then interpret the candidates’ responses on their own merits,

On the final issue put forth by your campaign manager: Whether Minnesota Public Radio
is biased since we lobbied against the position of some members of the Congress to cut
funds for public radio and television. Yes, MPR, its mcrobers and listeners did give voice
£0 our concern over that issue in 1995, the last major effort to cut funding in the Congress.
mmm;wﬁmmmmmusmcfwmﬁm;mym
mdmwmukm.mmmmmﬁm&mmmecwmﬁmmmhue
Broadoasting, the faderal agency responsible for funding. On that vote 72 members voted
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to out funding and 350 voted against the amendment. All eight members of the Minnesota
delegation, inchuding you, voted against a further cut and for Minnesota Public Radio’s
position. Qur listeners and members as well as MPR appreciate your support on that issue.

But the fhct of the matter is, our news room covers i candidates equally, whether they
support Minnesota Public Radio or not. That is why we are a trusted news source by the
people of Minnesota.

In closing, 1 hope you will reconsider the position of your campaign manager and support
a debate that will be heard by all the votars of the First District,

Sinoerely,

tfciﬂﬁ Lk

Will Haddeland
Vice President of Public Affairs
Minnesota Public Radio
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Association

Judy Duffy
President
League of Women Voters Minnesota
\inneapolis, My 33202 290 Rice Street
' St. Paul, MN 35103

Fle Nicolet Mall

Suize U

www.mnbar.org

Telephone

12-333-1183 RE: Judicial Elections Study
Nurional

L-300-352-MSBA

o Dear Ms. Duffy:

0i2-333+4927

[ am writing to express my support for the League of Women Voters study of the
Judicial election system in Minnesota. The work that the League is doing on judicial

Presiden:

Sheryl Ramstad Huvass elections complements the ongoing efforts of the MSBA in this area. One of the
Minneapolis recommendations of the MSBA's June, 1997 Judicial Elections Task Force Report

President-Elect encouraged the Association to work closely with CitiZEEI'lS’ organizations like the

Mok IV Cakaa. fe. League on public education efforts. Consistent with this recommendation, the MSBA
St. Paul will be co-sponsoring a May 1 Judicial Elections Focus with the League. The MSBA
looks forward to continuing this kind of partnership in the future, and wishes the
League success on the judicial elections project.

Secrerary
Kent A. Gernander
Winona

?-i?.-b'!.ﬂ'e’?'
Woed R. Foster. Jr.
Minneapolis

Executive Commirree

Ae-Large Members

Kenneth R. White

Mankato Tim Groshers

Marccy Wallace MSBA Executive Director

St. Paul

Trudyv Halla

Minneapolis

G cc: Susan Lentz, President, Minnesota State Bar Foundation
Tim Groshens

Executive Director

Marv Jo Rutf
Associate Executive Director
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July 30, 1997

St. Paul Pioneer Press
345 Cedar Street
St. Paul, MN 55101

To the Editor:

In response to Jackie Schwietz of the Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life and her
comments of 7/29/97 regarding campaign finance reform, let me set the record straight.
The League of Women Voters of Minnesota does not advocate for legislation that would
abridge anyone’s First Amendment rights, including the freedom of speech.

The LWVMN not only does not support the McCain-Feingold bill but has worked in
opposition to it because of our concerns with Constitutional issues.

Our current concentration on campaign finance reform deals with the elimination of the
flagrant abuses of the 1996 election in which more money than ever was raised and spent
to influence the outcome of elections. The uses of “soft money,” issue advocacy
campaigns and independent expenditures left voters wondering who had the greater
impact on candidates--moneyed interests or average voters. Unlimited contributions by
corporations, labor unions and wealthy individuals skew the election process. These
loopholes in current campaign finance laws must be closed now before the next election
cycle.

The American public needs to know their concerns are being addressed by elected
officials on their merits and not their bankrolls.

Without these reforms, it is the Amercan voters whose right to access to our elected
officals is severely threatened.

Sincerely,

Cpetip by

Judy Duffy
President

JD:ss
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Threats to free speech _
An extremely important aspect to the so-called campaign

~ flnance reform debate is getting short .

Many of the various plans promoted by lawmakers, media
mmwbncpoﬁcygrwpamhasthemueoﬂ'imn
Voters, and Common Cause would trample on the First
Amendment ritg:ta of issue-arfented’ groups to communicate
directly with public regarding the positions and votes of
politicians

Already some members of Congress have stated that G %5
“campaign reform” should curb distribution of materials criti-
calofvolmgrmnrdsofelectedofﬁcialsandqueilmnmcom-
munications that mention or use a likeness of a candidate with-
in 80 days of an election,

It'’s understandable that many office bolders would like to
prevent or impede the dissemination of their voting records to
those constituents who are likely to disapprove of their votes on
:l b?vm issue ~ understandable, but constitutionally impermis-

e,

Issue-oriented groups such as Minnesota Citizens Concerned
for Life bave become concerned with these legislative threats
to their right to free A coalition has formed, including
such groups as the National Right to Life Committee, the
American Civil Liberties Union, the Christian Coalition, the
National Education Association and the National Association
Broadcasters. These organizations are diverse on issues but

) opposition to the McCain-Feingold “campaign reform”
and other bills that would resirict fre¢ speech. s
JACKIE SCHWIETZ
MINNEAPOLIS
® The writer is executive director of Minnesota Citizens Concerned
for Life,
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Here are some suggestions for you from the League of Women Voters which will
enhance your effectiveness as a citizen and contribute to your community. Who
knows? You might even have fun!

1. Know your “political address.”

*call your city hall, your county auditor or your local League of Women
Voters chapter to find out your ward, precinct, county commissioner
district, school district and your legislative and congressional districts.

Get names, addresses and phone numbers of current office holders
and keep as a reference. Some local Leagues of Women Voters publish
a Know Your Elected Officials.

2. Participate in your local Elections this Fall.

*While there are no state or federal elections this Fall--they will be held in
the Fall of 1998-- there are many local elections around the state. Watch your
newspapers, call your city hall or county, your political party or your local
League of Women Voters for information about what’s happening in your
community!

*Find out who the candidates are and what the issues are. Watch
newspapers and local news broadcasts for information; attend candidates’
forums -- often sponsored by your local, non-partisan League of Women
Voters; many local Leagues also prepare and distribute Voter Guides,
outlining the offices, the candidates and the issues.

*Get actively involved in a political campaign. There are many volunteer
opportunities from literature drops to “Get Out theVote” phone banks to
fundraising. Contact the party or candidate of your choice.

*If non-partisan political activity is more to your taste, volunteer to assist
your local League of Women Voters or other civic organization in providing
information to voters about candidates and issues and in voter registration
drives.

*Register to Vote if you are not currently registered. Call your City Hall or
County Auditor to obtain a voter registration card.

*Vote on Election Day, November 4th,for the candidate(s) of your choice.

*For a really good time, join the League of Women Voters. Call 612-224-
5445 for more information. There are fifty local chapters throughout the
state. All are welcome!




3. Learn how to be an effective “citizen lobbyist.” Call the League of Women Voters
at 612/224-5445 for information about our “Citizens in Action” lobbyist training
workshops, scheduled for two Saturday mornings in early 1998 (January 17th and
24th) at the state Capitol in St. Paul. These workshops are designed to help you
and/or your organization communicate your concerns effectively to your elected

representatives. Participants receive a copy of How fo Make a Difference, a Citizens
Guide to State Government.




UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

Mark G. Yudof c/o The University of Texas at Austin
President-Designate Main Building 201
(Until June 30, 1997) Austin, TX 78712-1111

512-471-4363
Fax: 512-471-0577

RECEvED My -

May 13, 1997

President Judy Duffy
The League of Women Voters

550 Rice Street
St. Paul, MN 55103
Dear President Duffy:

Thank you for your kind invitation to be a member of the Advisory
Board of the League of Women Voters.

I am delighted at the opportunity to serve in this capacity.

Judy and I look forward to meeting you after our relocation to
Minnesota.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

Nt X

Mark G. Yudof
Executive Vice President
and Provost




THE LEAGUE
OF WOMEN VOTERS

M I NNESOTA
550 RICE STREET ST PAUL, MN 55103 PHONE (612) 224-5445

July 10, 1997

Editor

Saint Paul Pioneer Press
345 Cedar Street

St. Paul, MN 55101

To the Editor:

Thank you for your recent series Restoring Public Trust. Clearly, Campaign Finance Reform is basic
to any efforts to restore the public’s trust and confidence in government. The record amount of
money spent to influence the outcome of the 1996 elections should be a wake-up call to each of us.
The League of Women Voters is engaged in action for incremental campaign finance reform to
close the loopholes most exploited in the last election.

First, the “soft money” loophole, enabled corporations, unions and wealthy individuals to give
millions to political parties. Second, “independent expenditures” allowed business, labor and
other groups to spend substantial sums on media campaigns supposedly independent of
candidates. In addition, political parties also made expenditures which were supposedly
“independent” of their own candidates. Finally, under the guise of advertising on issues, interest
groups spent large sums to change the outcomes of elections.

The League believes it is imperative that, at the very least, the 105th Congress close these
loopholes. The current mood however in Congress is to point fingers and do little or nothing
about the problem. We are deeply concerned that both political parties will once again lock
themselves into particular reforms deeply opposed by the other. An incremental approach based
on closing loopholes may provide a basis for actually enacting campaign finance legislation.

Polls show that most Americans believe that our government is run for the benefit of special
interests rather than for the good of all people. Our political system is based on the consent of the
governed, but the campaign finance system is undermining public confidence. Congress must act
to restore a greater measure of trust. The League of Women Voters encourages you to contact your
elected representatives and urge them to support incremental campaign finance reform.

Minnesota’s Congressional Representatives with local phone numbers:
Senator Paul Wellstone 612/645-0323 Senator Rod Grams 612/427-5921

Congressmen:

Gil Gutnecht, District 1 1-800-862-8632 Martin Sabo, District 5 612/348-1649
David Minge, District 2 1-800-453-9392 Bill Luther, District 6 612/730-4949
Jim Ramstad, District 3 612/881-4600 Collin Peterson, District7 218/847-5056
Bruce Vento, District4 612/224-4503 James Oberstar, District 8  218/727-7474

Sincerely,
iy

Judy Duffy
President
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550 RICE STREET ST PAUL, MN 55103  PHONE (612) 224-5445

July 30, 1997

The Honorable Rod Grams
United States Senate

261 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Grams,
Thank you for your letter of July 16th regarding campaign finance reform.

We certainly share your Constitutional concerns regarding the First Amendment and limits to
free speech and in no way advocate measures that would abridge individual rights. At this
time, however, we are advocating that the 105th Congress take steps to end the kind of abuses
that occurred in the 1996 campaign with regard to soft money, issue advocacy and independent
expenditures. Also, a strengthened Federal Elections Commission is vital to improving the
process. This is the least Congress can do and have an impact on improving the climate for
future campaigns.

Regardless of the conclusions of the Committee now investigating possible 1996 campaign
finance law violations, another election is only one year away and improvements are needed
now. Dealing with the flow and direction of campaign money is a minimal yet necessary step.
This was the essence of statements made last week by former Presidents Bush, Carter and Ford.
Additionally, former Senators Kassebaum and Mondale have called for these measures in their
current capacity as Co-Chairs of a Presidential commission examining Campaign finance
issues.

The League of Women Voters also urges you to act in support of minimal improvements to the
current campaign finance laws. I would welcome an opportunity to talk further with you on
these issues if you would like.

Thank you for your response.
Sincerely,

)
/
Judy Duffy, President
LWVMN
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PH. 612-427-5921
JOINT ECONOMIC FAX 612-427-8872

July 16, 1997

Ms. Judy Duffy

League of Women Voters
550 Rice Street

Saint Paul, MN 55103

Dear Ms. Duffy:

Thank you for contacting me to express your support for campaign finance reform. I regret
that Senate business prevented us from meeting during your visit to Washington last month.

The First Amendment of the Constitution is one of the guiding principles I look to when
reviewing campaign finance reform proposals. The First Amendment ensures that, among
other things, average citizens can participate in the democratic process through publicly
disclosed contributions to campaigns of their choice. I am concerned that many of the
campaign finance reform proposals introduced in the Senate would prohibit Americans from
exercising their Constitutional rights.

Campaign spending is protected by the First Amendment because the Supreme Court has
ruled that limits on political spending are in effect limits on the speech of ordinary citizens.
The Court has concluded that political communication with voters requires the expenditure of
money by candidates. In my view, campaign spending limits, voluntary or not, would
severely limit political discourse in our country. Moreover, spending limits would likely
benefit incumbents and candidates who are more well known.

[ am concerned that the ultimate goal of those who advocate campaign finance reform is to
require public financing of political campaigns. [ strongly oppose such an effort because I
believe taxpayers should not be forced to pay more of their hard earned dollars to politicians.
As a former broadcaster, I also oppose any proposal which requires television broadcasters to
provide discounted broadcast time to candidates who comply with certain spending limits.
The federal government should not order broadcasters to provide discounted advertising to
politicians at a time when they are working voluntarily to meet their public interest
obligations.

Instead of proposing new laws, which would only result in more confusion and costly
litigation, we can accomplish the same goals by more thorough enforcement of our current
laws. The allegations of illicit campaign contributions to the Democratic National Committee
(DNC) and White House during the 1996 campaign cycle clearly illustrate the need for better
enforcement of our existing campaign finance laws. I am disappointed that the Attorney
General has denied repeated requests from Congress for the appointment of an independent
counsel to investigate these allegations.
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As you may know, the Senate Governmental Affairs Committee has begun its investigation
into improper and illegal activities in the 1996 federal elections. While the focus of this
investigation is to investigate possible violations of existing law, the investigation also serves
a legitimate legislative purpose. The Committee fully intends to examine the issues of soft
money, issue advocacy and independent expenditures during the second phase of its hearings.
In addition, the Senate Rules Committee will continue to hold hearings on various campaign
finance reform issues.

I am hopeful that the American people will receive a full disclosure of these disturbing
reports of campaign finance law violations. Congress should not use violations of existing
law as reason to restrict the political speech and participation by those who abide by current
law.

Judy, thanks again for taking the time to contact me regarding campaign finance reform. I
will carefully review any campaign finance reform legislation that comes before the Senate
and appreciate your counsel. Please feel free to contact my office in Anoka if you would like
to schedule an appointment to discuss these issues further.

Sincerely,

Sl

Rod Grams
United States Senator

RG:de




UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

Office of the President 202 Morrill Hall
100 Church Street S.E.
Minneapaolis, MN 55455-0110

612-626-1616
Fax: 612-625-3875

RECEIVED FEB 1 7 1998

February 10, 1998

Judy Duffy

President

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
550 Rice Street

St. Paul, Minnesota 55103

Dear Ms. Duffy:

It was a pleasure to be able to join you and other luminaries for lunch at
the recent Minnesota Meeting. I enjoyed the opportunity to convey my
message about the University of Minnesota to such a wide audience. I am
continually impressed by the support I have encountered for the goals we have
established to “preserve its past” and “nurture its future.”

I look forward to seeing you again and to enlarging the already strong
partnership between the University of Minnesota and Minnesota’s professional
and civic leadership.

With best wishes, I am
Sincerely yours,

/=T

Mark G. Yudof
President

MGY:slw
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OF WOMEN VOTERS

MI NNESOTA
550 RICE STREET  ST. PAUL, MN 55103  PHONE (612) 224-5445

February 6, 1998

Mr. Dennis Connors

Director, Public Broadcasting Division
PTFP/NTIA #4625

U.S. Department of Commerce

14th & Constitution Avenue NW
Washington DC 20230

Dear Mr. Connors:

[ am writing to express my full support for Twin Cities Public Television’s application for a matching
grant for digital broadcast equipment.

As the President of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, I am aware of the tremendous impact
KTCA’s commitment and services have made in our community and state.

This community impact has the potential to be greatly increased as KTCA transitions to digital
broadcast. With the ability to transmit multiple channels and data, in addition to high quality
programming in High Definition format, KTCA can build on, and expand, its existing array of
community services.

Our community is adapting locally to the fast growing international information society and economy
driven by digital technology. In a world of increasing media monopolization, KTCA’s core strength of
providing free, locally controlled and universally available services will become increasingly important.

With a transition to digital broadcast, KTCA can provide a platform for institutional partnerships that
will be invaluable to the communities throughout Minnesota.

The Governor and Minnesota State Legislature have shown their support by providing $750,000, in
matching funding for KTCA’s digital transition and the need for this grant to match state dollars is
urgent.

Given the federal government’s mandate for television stations to transition to digital broadcast
technology, and KTCA's record of commitment and leadership in the community and the nation, I urge
you to support KTCA'’s request.

Sincerely,

Judy Duffy, President
League of Women Voters of Minnesota




February 6, 1998

Mr. Dennis Connors

Director, Public Broadcasting Division
PTFP/NTIA #4625

U.S. Department of Commerce

14th & Constitution Avenue NW
Washington DC 20230

Dear Mr. Connors:

I am writing to express my full support for Twin Cities Public Television’s application for a matching
grant for digital broadcast equipment.

As the President of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, I am aware of the tremendous impact
KTCA’s commitment and services have made in our community and state.

This community impact has the potential to be greatly increased as KTCA transitions to digital
broadcast. With the ability to transmit multiple channels and data, in addition to high quality
programming in High Definition format, KTCA can build on, and expand, its existing array of
community services.

Our community is adapting locally to the fast growing international information society and economy
driven by digital technology. In a world of increasing media monopolization, KTCA’s core strength of
providing free, locally controlled and universally available services will become increasingly important.

With a transition to digital broadcast, KTCA can provide a platform for institutional partnerships that
will be invaluable to the communities throughout Minnesota.

The Governor and Minnesota State Legislature have shown their support by providing $750,000, in
matching funding for KTCA'’s digital transition and the need for this grant to match state dollars is
urgent.

Given the federal government’s mandate for television stations to transition to digital broadcast
technology, and KTCA'’s record of commitment and leadership in the community and the nation, I urge

you to support KTCA’s request.

Sincerely,

Judy Dufty, President
League of Women Voters of Minnesota
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Sample éﬁer of support for NTIA PTFP grants.

Deadline: Letter should be faxed and mailed to KTCA by Monday, Feb 9, 1998.
e s —
e TN =" ——

Letter should be ) T
faxed & mailed to:_'__,,.-./ C)Ut please address your letter to: —————

—Mzs—TFerry Evans Mr. Dennis Connors
Twin Cities Public Television Director, Public Broadcasting Division
172 East Fourth Street PTFP/NTIA #4625
St. Paul, MN 55101 U.S. Department of Commerce
612-229-1451 14th & Constitution Avenue NW
FAX: 612-229-1282 Washington DC 20230

Questions: call Mark Lynch at 612-229-1546

Sample letter: please utilize appropriate elements and adapt to your own style &
language.

Februaryl;a,/1998 m Lw V

Mr. Dennis Connors W
PTFP/NTIA #4625

U.S. Department of Commerce @?Y
14th & Constitution Avenue NW ;
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Mr. Connors:

[ am writing to express my full support for Twin Cities Public Television’s
application for a matchmg grant for digital broadcast equipment.
i kg LpyunNeloe @
(title or function) of organization), I h—ave—

r&ﬁmessed—(pa-mekpa-tecux,_suppeﬁed—sek—sbrcmgxy)— the tremendous impact K

commitment and services have made in our community and state.

autane @

This community impact has the potential to be greatly increased as KTCA
transitions to digital broadcast. With the ability to transmit multiple channels and
data, in addition to unique high quality programming in High Definition format,
KTCA can build on, and expand, its existing array of community services.

e e of service“you find ble




Our community is adapting locally to the fast growing international information
society and economy driven by digital technology. In a world of increasing media
monopolization, KTCA’s core strength of providing free, locally controlled and
universally available services will become increasingly important.

With a transition to digital broadcast, KTCA can provide a platform for institutional
partnerships that will be invaluable to iZafon,

The Governor and Minnesota State Legislature have shown their sugport by

providing $750,000 in matching funding for KTCA'’s digital transition and the need
for this grant to match state dollars is urgent.

Given the federal government’s mandate for television stations to transition to
digital broadcast technology, and KTCA'’s record of commitment and leadership in
the community and the nation, I urge you to support KTCA'’s request.

Sincerely,

Aﬁd-iﬁggal suggestions & talking points:

* Talk about 3;6“ anization’s work, and how it impacts the community or
perhaps your specific role_in your organization....

* Use your organization’s pre orts as a springboard to talk about the future,
especially a digital future-in which yourconstituents will increasingly rely on
electronic means to receive and access servi

. ]gxpress the importance of KTCA transitioning to digital broadcast so it can help
you reach and serve your constituents....
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Twin Cities Public Television
- 172 East Fourth Street
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101 -
Tel: 612,222 .1717 %Ol%—
KTCA K TCI Fax: 612,229 .1282 &a : » E !
February 2, 1998 ! x - P

Ms. Judy Duffy

The League of Women Voters
550 Rice Street

St. Paul MN 55103

Dear Ms. Dulffy:

[ am contacting you with a request to write a letter of support for Twin Cities Public
Television.

As you are aware, the federal government has mandated the transition of television from
analog to digital technology over the next several years.

In hopes of acquiring some of the funding necessary for our digital transition, as well as
match our grant of $750,000 from the State of Minnesota for Digital TV equipment, we are
submitting a grant proposal, due February 12, to the U.S. Department of Commerce Public
Telecommunications Facilities Program.

With the equipment we hope to purchase, we envision doing much, much more than simply
rebroadcasting KTCA Channel 2 in a digital format.

Frankly, I believe that our ability to partner with fellow community organizations and
government institutions to help serve their constituencies will be greatly enhanced as we
continue to provide a locally controlled, universally accessible free service in the digital age.

[ hope you will consider writing a letter of support for us. Please feel free to reach me at 612-

229-1349 or jpagliarini@ktca.org or my staffer, Mark Lynch at 229-1546 or mlynch@ktca.org.
Thank you for the consideration.

JRP:tae

Attachment




DTV

10 Evolving Fundamentals
of Digital Television

Digital TV is a new medium that may take years to fully develop and deliver.
As it evolves, and because it is based on conventional broadcast television, some
things about television may remain the same, while others change dramatically.
Here are 10 basic concepts:

1. Present home antennas are expected to receive new Digital TV broadcasts. Like
conventional TV, Digital TV is broadcast from local transmitter towers.

2. Don't throw away your conventional TV! TV stations will phase in Digital TV,
while continuing to broadcast conventional TV. Estimates vary from 5 to 15 years.

3. With a converter, your present TV set will also be able to get some Digital TV.
Expensive at first & cheaper in time, receiver /adapters will be available in Fall, 1998.

4. Digital TV broadcast schedule may vary: High Definition TV (HDTV) may be
transmitted during prime time and multiple channels of regular TV during the day.

5. Computer information can also be transmitted: Internet Web pages, CD ROMs,
and computer software could all be transmitted digitally to home, office & school.

6. Putting a computer in a television means new services are still to be invented.
Touch-tone phones introduced many new uses/services compared to rotary phones.

7. Consumer products may vary according to use: including big, expensive High
Definition TV sets, set-top converters, and computer/TV/phone combo units.

8. No one really knows how “DTV” will look five years from now, but consumers
will have the last word on new uses, formats, services and hardware.

9. Research shows that Digital TV is more likely to be successful if it is as easy as a
TV and less complex than a computer. Ease of use is still the number one criteria.

10. Digital TV may be a fluid medium. Most people still watch TV, but in 1995
computers outsold new televisions for the first time. Digital TV may evolve as new
uses/services are developed and prices come down. The medium is yet to be
configured, not only by locally controlled public television, but also by international
media companies, TV set manufacturers and increasingly, the computer industry.

Twin Cities Public Television January 30, 1998
Mark Lynch




The following is a vision developed by the MN Public Television Association....

THE PROMISE: Minnesota Public TV...in the Digital Age

Even though the pace of change in this world is getting to be truly blinding in
the digital age, locally owned and controlled Public Television in Minnesota will
continue to serve everyone. We will continue to:

broadcast Sesame Street to young children learning to read and add;

bring Mr. Rogers to slightly older children learning self esteem;

excite scientific interest in youth of all ages with Newton’s Apple,
(produced here in Minnesota)

Venture North to countless Minnesota communities;

and, of course, Almanac on Friday nights will continue to spark Saturday
morning conversations in cafes across the state...

...just as we’ve done since starting out 40 years ago.

At the same time, we refuse to hold still. America's cowboy, Will Rogers may as
well have been a Minnesotan when he said: “Even if you're on the right track, you’ll
get run over if you just sit there.” We plan to take the digital age by the horns and
wrestle it into a strong harness and set it to work in all of our communities.

Technical language, such as the fact that we will be able to broadcast the equivalent
of 18 T-1 lines to homes, schools and businesses without digging up the ground, is
exciting to those that understand it.

But no advanced degree is necessary for folks to appreciate the program and service
capability of Digital Television: We intend to provide multiple channels of service
across the entire state.

In partnership with fellow Minnesota institutions, we plan statewide Digital TV
services that could include:

Civic Participation
Citizenship Services for Immigrants

Services for Infant through Kindergarten

Services for Elderly

Services for Job Seekers
State Data Services
Automobile Road Conditions
Community and Economic Development Services

Legislative Hearings and Floor Debate




We have already begun conversations with institutions, including the University of
Minnesota and the Minnesota High Technology Council.

In education, partnerships with Minnesota institutions will allow us to provide
services that could include:

Higher Education
English as a Second Language
Literacy
K-12
Home Schooling
Dropout Intervention
School to Work
Small Business Education

Services in these areas are not limited to television shows. Digital broadcast allows
us to broadcast, over the air, computer software, CD ROMs and Web pages.

And that is only the beginning.

As the television set converges, actually merges, with telephones and computers,
the functions of electronic consumer products will multiply...and options for service
will multiply exponentially.

Public Television in Minnesota will feed Minnesota homes, schools and businesses
with digital information. Do not fret or throw out your TV set. Present antennas on
top of the house should work fine. But you will need a different receiver, like
switching from AM to FM. '

Just because the technology is changing, we don't plan to stop or cut back our
services. We refuse to just stand by our laurels, maintain the status quo and sit on
the tracks.

Minnesota Public Television is committed to strengthen our communities by
strengthening its services in the digital age.
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Congress of the Wnited States

aLTEn AzA Nouse of Representatioes

Washington, DE 205152504

July 16, 1997

Judy Duffy
550 Rice Street
St. Paul, Minnesota 55103

Dear Judy:

Thank you for sharing with me your views on the need to reform Congressional campaigns. I too
believe that reforms are needed. I have consistently worked in Congress to enact into law strong
campaign finance reforms.

As you may be aware, efforts to enact meaningful campaign reforms were made during both the
103rd and 104th Congresses. I supported these efforts, which, unfortunately were not enacted
into law.

The American Political Reform Act, which I support and cosponsored, would establish a
voluntary spending limit for Congressional races, since mandatory spending limits have been ruled
unconstitutional. In addition, the bill would limit the total Political Action Committee (PAC) and
wealthy individual contributions each House candidate could accept and closed other campaign
loopholes dealing with independent expenditures, bundling of contributions, and "soft money."

Spending on Congressional campaigns is far too high. The American voter wants election
campaigns based on ideas, not media buys with sound bites. This legislative initiative, The
American Political Reform Act, provides an important step toward taking our national elections
out of the hands of media handlers and returning campaigns to one-on-one contact with the
American voter. Campaign spending must be brought under control, within the Constitutional
limits and court rulings that control overall campaign law and policy.

I am hopeful that this new Congress will address these issues and further reforms such as
incentives and requirements for public candidate debates. Such initiatives will allow the American
voter to make more informed decisions and participate directly in the political process. These
steps will help to more fully restore the political process to the people.

Action on campaign finance reform must be a top priority for Congress. For this reason, I srgned
a letter to Speaker Gingrich and Minority Leader Gephardt urging that the House of
Representatives pass campaign reforms legislation in the first 100 days of the new Congress.
Unfortunately, the House Republican leadership controls the floor schedule and have yet to allow
for any meaningful debate on this issue this year.

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER




[ appreciate your continued interest in these matters and will continue to support initiatives to
reform Congress and improve public confidence in our Federal government.

Sincerely,

\ﬂwu? Vet

Bruce F. Vento
Member of Congress
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