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Principles and Programs of Cooperating Organizations

American Association of University Women:
1. Adequate appropriation for the university, including provisions for psychopathic work and the child welfare institute.
2. Larger units of school administration (the county unit).
3. Scientific assessment of property, on a county unit basis.
4. Revision of tax delinquency laws.
5. Emergency financial relief for schools in the next biennium by taxes in lieu of or supplementary to the property and
real estate taxes, that schools may continue to function on a satisfactory basis.

Amerigm iedergn'nn of Labor (From Report of Committee on Education—unanimously adopted at annual convention
ctober, 1934) :

. . . the American Federation of Labor, whole heartedly, and unreservedly pledges itself to the defense of the public
school system of America, to its full and complete restoration, to the maintenance of educational standards for the develop-
ment of character, culture, and citizenship, and to the principle of equal educational opportunity for all the children of
America regardless of race, creed or social status. It pledges itself to the preservation of the public schools for democracy;
it pledges itself to the preservation of democracy in which public education can and will function for the building of a saner
economic world and the good life for all.”

Citizens Committee on Public School Finance:
1. Larger units of school administration.
2. Scientific assessment of property, on a county unit basis,
3. Revision of tax delinquency laws.
4. Emergency financial relief for schools in the next biennium by taxes in lieu of or supplementary to the property and
real estate taxes, that schools may continue to function on a satisfactory basis.

Council of Parent-Teacher Associations:
(Same program as that of the Citizens Committee on Public School Finance.)

Junior Taxpavers Association:

Under old tax system where taxes on real estate supported nearly 90 per cent of government costs, state aid of $25 per
pupil per year should be the minimum. If the tax system is revised to lighten the burden on local property in accordance
with popular demand and numerous proposed bills, then the state aid for schools should be at least $45 per pupil per year.

The League of Women Voters:
1. Larger units of school administration.
2. Revision of state aid for schools.
3. Improved methods of assessment.
In addition it is understood that the League of Women Voters favors support of measures to provide sufficient funds
for maintaining a high standard of education with equalization of educational opportunities.

Minnesota Congress of Parents and Teachers:
1. Larger units of school administration.
2. Maintenance of public schools at a high standard.

Minnesota Department of the American Legion: Be it resolved:

1. That it is the sense of this organization that education should be given its proper consideration by the legislature and
should not be made to bear an undue part of the sacrifices for economy.

2. That we cooperate in the activities of the Minnesota Council of Education, who have over a period of several months
been actively engaged in the study of ways and means of arriving at the solution for the conservation of our schools.

3. That some more efficient organization and system be devised as to the sources from which school support will be
derived, including the basis for its distribution to the several school districts in the state.

4, That a duty of the department education committee shall be to become informed of plans by which the general property
tax is relieved from being, as at present, the main source of public school support; this committee shall, through proper
channels, disseminate facts relating to emergency in education to the posts of this department,

Minnesota Department of American Legion Auxiliary: (Same program as that of the Minnesota Department of American
Legion.)

Minnesota Education Association:
1. Enlarged school districts.
2. State aid revision.
3. Revision of tax delinquency laws.
4. Reorganization of property assessment.
5. Revenues to supplement, or in lieu of, property taxes.

Minnesota Federation of Women's Clubs:
1. Adequate appropriations for maintaining schools on a high standard.
2. Emergency relief for schools in the present crisis.
3. Larger units of school administration.

Phi Delta Kappa:

1. Any reorganizations of school districts that will insure better and more nearly equal educational opportunities for
all the children of the state, and suggest that such reorganization should be encouraged by provision for giving great-
er state aid where reorganization will bring about a higher degree of educational efficiency.

2. We stand for adequate financial support for our'schools, and believe that the burden of retrenchment has fallen too
heavily upon them.

3. Reduce tax delinquency.

4. Improved methods of assessing property, particularly by setting up larger assessment districts.

Public School Protective League: o
1. Curtailment of schools and libraries is the most costly type of retrenchment justified only as a last resort.
2. Favor any equitable new taxes to supplement millage tax for support of schools and libraries.




CITIZENS' COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SCHOOL FINANCE

To The Friends of Educatlon, Greetings --

Another legislative year lies ahead. Most of
us are rusty on the school situation and school
needs, For that reason, Mr. V. E. Mikkelson,
President of the Citizens' Committee on Public
School Filnance, is calling a meeting of the committee
for Monday, June 13, at 7:45 p.m. in Committee Room
#3, Citizens' Aid Building, 4th Avenue South and
8th Street, llinneapolis. Mr. Rockwell, Commigsioner
of Education, school men from the Dnlvcr51tj and the
Public Schools will lead the discussion to bring us
up to date on the school situation.

Thoge of you who have been on this committee
for some time know our methods and policies. Those
of you who are new will want to know that thilsg
committee 1s composed of the heads of State organ-
izatlons interested in education, and various expertis
on education and finance. We meet to inform oursclves
on facts and to cooedinate as best we can the efforts
of groups working with the leglslature in bchalf of
education. Those of you who are original mémbers
are stilll asked to tontinue to come and are also
asked to inform your successors of the 'time and
place of this meeting.

There will be many demands for State funds and
a limited supply of money. Friends of education
must be alert and organlized if the interests of
Minnesota chlldren arc to be protected. This will
be our only meeting before Fall and it 1s important
that you make a special effort to be present.

Very truly yours,

o, & e

Clara S. Painter, Seccretary




Citizens! Committee on Public School Finance

The tenth conference of the Citizens' Committee on Public School Finance
was held at the Citizens' Aid Building on December 10, 1934, at 8 p. m., Mr.
Mather presiding. As the minutes had already been mailed to members, the
reading of the mimites was omitted. Mr. Mather announced the addition to the
committee of Mr. E. L. Rosenbloom, head of the Public School Protective League.

Five representatives from Duluth were introduced: Superintendent Young,
Mr. Malcolm McKnight, Mrs. Victor Gram, Mr. A. W. Taylor (all of the School
Board), and Mr. Herman J. Griffith, pre31dent of the School Protective League
of Duluth.

Mr. Mather reported the legislative committee as consisting of Mr, Um- '
staddt, chairman, Mrs. R. G. Powers, Mr. Henry Rottschafer, Mr. 0. S. Glover,
and Dr. E. T. W, Boguist, this committee to be assisted by a legislative ad-
visory committee made up of the legislative chairmen of all organizations
known to have an active part in the support of education.

Mr. Mather further reported on the eight projects which we had considered
at one time or another, as follows:

l. Income Tax Revision. It is oxpected that the administration
will present plans for increasing the amount to be obtained from
the income tax.

2. Gross Income Tax. The Minnesota Association for Tax Justice
is drafting a2 bill to embody its principles.

3. Sales Tax, No definite plans have, as far as we know, been
made for presenting a bill for a sales tax.

4, County Unit Plan., The Department of Education will probably
present a plan for legislative action to secure the larger unit
of school administration.

5. State Aid Revision. The Department of Education will present
plans in regard to that.

6. The $25 per pupil state aid plan will be presentod by the
Junior Taxpayers Association.

7. County Assessor Plan. Immediate action is not to be expected
upon that because of the controversial matters involved. If a
plan is put forward for the securing of a better systam of assess-
ment, we should be glad to support it.

8. Revision of Tax Delinquency laws, The committee appointed by
the Governor for the study of tax delinguoncy, at the suggestion
of the Citizens' Committee, has been at work with Mr. Mather as
chairman. It has a report to be ready for the Governor next week,
but, out of courtesy to the Governor, the findings of that com-
mittee cannot yet be made public.
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Mr. Umstaddt reported for the legislative committee. The committee has
met and defined its fuctions as being:

1. To see that the program of this group be embodies in such
bills as are needed. Some of its measures are already being
provided for through other channels, as for examplo, the County
Unit Bill, on which Dr. Engelhardt is now working.

2. To arrange for a visiting group, who will work with members
of the legislature explaining the bills and their purposes.

3, To introduce, or not to introduce, as a committee, a bill.
The activity of the committee in this respect will be determined
by developments in the legislature.

Mr. Umstaddt asked that the representatives of the various organizations
see to it that he is informed in writing of the position of their organiza-
tions in regard to any of the measures to be considered, It was agreed that
the legislative chairmen of the organizations could be asked by Mr. Umstaddt
to supply the necessary information. MNr. Umstaddt also asked for stationery
to be used with a suitable letter head. He stressed the need for unity among
all organizations to concentrate on a plan or program politically feasible, and
warned against jeopardizing the interests of the schools by endorsing any one
plan too soon. Mrs. Linsley raised the point that it may not be possible to
state the position of an organization until the actual bill has been pre-
pared. Mrs. Painter pointed out that many organizations had adopted platforms
covering some or all of the principles involved, and that those platforms
could be used as giving a basis for support for bills.

Mr. Schmltz stated that the M. E. A. had a five-point program as listed
on page 16 of the bulletin for October called "For Minnesota Schools," copies
of which he distributed. This booklet gives various plans as suggested by
Dr. Blakey for the raising of revenue which would relieve the present situa-
tion and shift the load from the property tax. The M. E. A. may or may not
draft bills, and is ready to cooperate for a united front on a plan which may
appear necessary as things develop at the legislature. Certain of the needed
improvements such as larger units and revision of state aid, the M. E. A,
will definitely leave to the State Department.

Mr. Mather commented upon the value of Dr. Blakey's report in supplying
needed information. Dr. Bogquist made the point that, although the plans
suggested had much value, it might not be feasible to adopt any one at the
present time. He therefore proposed a resolution to the effect that, although
we appreciate the value of the report in giving basis for procedure, we take
no action to adopt specifically any of the suggested plans. Dr. Engelhardt
said that it might be better not to pass a definite resolution, and Mr, Reed
also stated that possibly action by this committee was not necessary at the
present time, that maybe the legislature does not want suggestions as to
method of raising the money. Mr. Mather asked, however, that some position
be taken by the group so that he might answer questions as to what the
Citizens' Committee stood for. A substitute motion was made to accept the
report and refer it to the legislative committee. Motion seconded and
carried.

Mr. Young of Duluth submitted data showing a general decrease in
revemie and expenditures, comparable to data alrsady presented by Minneapolis
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and St. Paul. It was decided that the data submitted by Duluth, that pre-
sented by Mr. Hartwell of St. Paul, and data from Minneapolis be consolidated
to present a picture of the situation in the cities of the first class. Mr.
Hartwell stated that the data as presented by him did not give the complete
picture, as it represented budget receipts which were not actual. The
shortage in tax collections will force on the schools further decreases from
the amount provided for in the levies and indicated in the data submitted.
It was agreed by all present that reductions in expenditures for schools had
reduced salaries below a desirable minimum; that we could not contimue to
function satisfactorily on the present salaries paid; and that the schools
will suffer harm from continuing on the present low level of salaries.

Mr. Utne of the State Department of Education was then introduced to
talk on the subject of state aid. He said that the cities of the first
class would be better off if the entire system of state aid were scrapped,
because much of the state aid goes elsewhere than to the three cities,
though a large part of the money is collected from the cities. There are
districts in the state, however, because of the inequality of resources of
the state, where schools could not function without state aid. He then
mentioned some of the unsatisfactory ways in which state aid operates at the
present time. There are districts which receive from state and federal -aid
more money than they spend for schools, so that they do not have to levy
locally for education, while there are other districts so poor that even
the state and federal aid that they receive does not make it possible for
them to operate good schools. There are teachers in the state getting less
than a living wage. The special state aids do not help the cities to any
extent. The state, under the constitution, has the responsibility of
equalizing educational opportunity, and the cities,being at the top of the
scale, cannot expect much help, We must take from the richer and give to the
poorer districts.

Mr. Rosenbloom suggested that we should have a three fold support:
local, federal, and state. It was felt that the prospects for federal aid
were not very bright; that federal aid had been on an emergency basis only,
and of a relief character, The question was asked Mr. Utne as to whether
it would be possible to reorganize state aid in such a way as to help the
cities, and whether the amount of aid given in Minnesota by the state is not
relatively small, Mr. Utne replied that there are different sources of
state aid and different bases of apportiomment, the income tax, for example,
being apportioned on the basis of the school population, not on the per pupil
attendance. The state distributes approximately twelve million dollars,
which is about 30 per cent of the cost of manintaining schools in the state.
In the three cities of the first class, about 13 per cent of their budget
comes from state aid, The proportion of support coming from the state is
mich higher than previously, because state appropriations have not fallen
off as much as have local appropriations. Some districts cannot support
their schools even on a low level.

Mr. Utne said he could not answer the question as to whether we can
substitute something for the real estate tax to help carry the cost of edu-
cation in the state. Asked whether we could establish a per pupil cost,
varying in rural and urban areas,- say $100 per pupil in cities, $80 per
pupil in the country,- and expect the state to help meet that standard, he
could see no way whercby the money for it could be raised, Such a standard
would cost $47,000,000. At present the state pays $12,000,000, and the hope
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for an increase is faint. Rather, the tendency is to decrease the amount
of state expenditures, and the pressure on the legislature is to keep ex-
penditures down. There now exists a deficit in the general revenue fund.
Requests for additicnal appropriations will not be favorably received. We
should have a reasonable tax system and equitable assessment.

Mr. Utne mentioned, on request, some of the suggestions being advanced
for reorganization of state aid. One suggestion is in regard to tuition
payments for pupils living where there are no high schools. At present, the
state pays the tuition for high school pupils. Since the system was estab-
lished, we have changed in many places from an eight year elementary-four
year high school organization to a six year elementary-three year junior high-
three year senior high system. We should therefore pay tuition for seventh
and eighth grade pupils. This will have the added advantage of reducing the
small schools to six grades, which is preferable to cight grades taught by
one teacher in the small schools. A sccond suggestion is to pay the transpor-
tation expenses of non-resident pupils, so that they will not have to lecave
home in order to roceive high school education. es¢ suggestions have no
bearing on the financial situation in the three larger citics, as the tuition
items paid to the larger cities is a negligible item in thoir budgets and
does not necessarily cover costs.

It was asked whether state aid would be used as a means of encouraging
the adoption of larger units of administration. Dr. Engelhardt said that
it is necessary to shift the burden from real estate to encourage the adop-
tion of larger units in the rural areas.

Question was asked as to whether the proposal of the Jurior Taxpayers
Association for state aid of $25 per pupil attendance offered help. Mr.
Thompson said that eighty-six representatives had definitely supported such a
proposal; that of the remaining forty-five some had not yet roplied either for
or against; that thirty-scven senators had agreed; and that the remaining
thirty hed not all been reached for an answer. In addition, all the national
congressmen elected had ngrecd to work for $25 per pupil federal aid. Twenty
states were commitied to work for federal aid for schools. The $25 proposal
is to bring all forms of state aid up to a total of $25 per pupil.

Mr. Utne asked that it be not on the basis of forty days in attendance,
as that offers opportunity for undue state aid by collecting aid for pupils
actually in attendance during a spring quarter. Mr. Thompson explained that
the apportionment would be on a standard of eight months; that it would be
graduated according to the length of attendance; but that no aid would be
given for attendance of less than forty days. Those in attendance forty days
would receive one-fourth of the $25. The total cost of such aid would be
$14,000,000 a year to the state.

lfr, Scimltz emphasized the need of a simpler basis of apportionment,
instead of the various bases now in use. We should reduce the units of
administration, and put the state aid on a simple, unified basis with the
equalization of the tax load. Possibly we should have a teacher-pupil
basis rather than a pupil basis, but the state should assume a greater
proportion of the cost of schools, and the federal government should be
looked to for a further source of additional revemme.
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Mr. Thompson said that districts well able to pay for schools were now
paying their teachers from $40 to $80 a month, wages less than the carpen-
ters' and plumbers' wages under the code. Mr. Hegel pointed out that the
Junior Taxpayers Association plans to shift the tax from real estate to
some other basis of support. It would guarantee $25 per pupil. This will
discourage the little schools and lead to consolidation. Mr. Utne reminded
the group that, under such a plan, Hibbing, which does not need state aid,
would get just as much help as Cass lake, which needs it badly. Twenty-
five dollars a pupil would not solve the problem in Cass Lake or Bemidji.
Mr. Thompson replied that distribution on the basis of need would make it
a political football.

Mr, Mather appointed Mr. Rosembloom to investigate the matter of
federal aid as a possible help.

It was agreed that there be another general meeting after the legislature
convenes in Jamuary. It was moved and carried that the next meeting be
called at the discretion of the executive committee.

Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted
CSP:G CLARA 5. PAINTER, Secretary

12/14/34
17-109,110,111,112,113




CITIZENS' COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SCEOCL FINANCE
To the Friends of Education, Greetings:

Are you interested in having the public schools of Minnesota contime
to give educational opportunities to the children of the statet We trust
that you are, and this letter is timed to reach you immediately after
Christmas for a very definite reason. Within a few days, the senator and
two representatives from your district will be leaving to attend an un-
usually important session of the lLegislature. Something should be done at
this session to help the schools out of their present difficulties.

Some time ago, a group of citizens, members of wvarious organizations
interested in education or citizenship, met in conference. They were very
mucn disturbed over the fact that while enrollment has increased, particu-
larly in high schools, and the schools have been facing increased demands
for services during the depression, money for schools has steadily declined.
This is a state-wide condition, wherein real estatc and property are unable
to finance schools as they should be financed, if the needs of children are
to be met.

This committee has a definite method of procedure, and has worked out
a program which it believes will help secure adequate support for schools.
A brief account of the committee and a summary of its program are enclosed.

The committee realizes that there are many powerful influences,
political, social, and commercial, which will exert pressure on the next
legislature, and that the needs of the schools will not be the only problem
with which this legislature must deal., This committee knows too that it
will be difficult to ask for increased state support for schools at a time
when people are stressing the reduction of expenditures. It is certain that
any program for the relief of schools can be accomplished only if there is
a wide-spread demand, expressed to the legislature, that it consider educa~
tion a fundamental responsibility of government in a democracy, and that it
support it accordingly.

If there is to be effective state-wide support for the cause of educa-
tion, there must be popular understanding of the needs and enough organiza-
tion to make that popular interest known to the legislature, This com-
mittee will endcavor to supply facts about the situation to the press. It
is important that there be in every commnity certain key people who are
informed, and sufficiently interested to do some work, Your name is one on
a selected list of people in Minnesota. From time to time you will be sent
information. Will you be willing to pass on the information to others, to
commnicate with your legislators, and to have still others reach their
legislators?

In order that we may know what work is being done, we are enclosing a
slip. Will you be willing to fill it out and return it promptly? In the
last analysis, the vote of a legislator is largely determined by the interest
shown by his constituents. We are depending on your cooperation to malke
this interest known to legislators. May we count on your help in safe-
guarding educational opportunities, and may wo have the honor of an early
reply?

Cordially yours

GLENN MATHER, Chairman
500 First National Soo Line Bldg.,
Minneapolls
CLARA S. PAINTER, (Mrs, H.K.) Secretary
12/21/34 4817 Fremont Avemie South, Minneapolis




The Story of the Citlgens' Committee
and Its Prozram

Citizens! Committeel

itizens! Committee is. a volunteer, lay organization, called into being
;10 were CJDCLTHEQ over the extent to which schools were being
governmental revenues. -In:its membership are rep-
organizations interested in education, Several taxation experts,
and public officials. The organizations listed on the reverse-side
bers on the committee. These members camé as individuals, not .commifting
;nhlzntlans, as such, to any specific program. HMHany of the organizations
rams, all or part of the program finally adopted Dy the

When was the Cemmittee formed, end what are its objectives?

The Comnittece was first planncd in the latter part of 1933. 1Its objectives

1. To awsken citizcens to thé emergency facing schools in the state,
and to safeguard educational opportunities for the 562,000 children
now enrolled in publiec schools in the state.

To understand the S 1d problems of public schools, t6 support
economies whe practica qd desire bl and to help secure
revenue needed

What was its

Ten "School Finance Confe have been held during the, year, and sub-
committees have held numeraqus etings, taking up in detail and under expert
advice various topies rLlcxd“, the Ilﬁuﬂﬂinﬁ of schools.

What program of action d the Committee recommend?

The Committee has a four ppint program, which it believes will help the

8
cause of educations Thay are!

1. Increased sSchool support by the state, such’'support to.be financed
not alone by the real estate and property tax

The Committoe maintains that increased state support, properly
findnced, will shift the. tax burden, and relieve real estate to some
extent. of the heavy load of school support that it now carries
loecallys Although careful study indicates that some methods of tax-
ation offer more hope than others for auﬂnl}A;; nough money,  the
Conmittee stresses the point that because methods of taxation involve
political issues, it is wise for the friends of education unot %o
edopt or suggest a definite method of raising the money. They ask
merely that the neceseéary money be provided, and.leave to the legis-
lature the determi nation of the method of taxation.

2. Larger units of school administration

In this age of good roads and essy, gquick transportation, it 1s
out of date, uneconomical, ‘and incfficient to have 7,755 separate
school distrigts.

Improved methods of: assessment so that we may have fair, equitable’
assessment throusghout the state . : -

Revisioniof tax delingquengy laws; &ﬂprove tax EOll&CblOJS and:
remove-the lCuuthemL't £0 Wait ‘or ‘mpratoeriums 1d speeclal tax

bargain l.‘%,"v’.fS .




American Association of University Women
American Legion

American Tegion MAuxiliary

Council of Jewish Women

Daughters of American Revolution

Junior Taxpayers Association

League of Women Voters

liinnesota Congress of Farents and Teachers

Minnesota Council of School Executives

Minnesota Education Association

Uinnesota Federation of Labor

Hinnesota Pederation of Women's Clubs
Phi Delta Kappa

Pi Larbda Theta

Parent-Teacher Associations

Public School Protoctive League
Women's Club of Minneapolis

-Ilr. W. C. A'




Gitizens' Committee on Public School Finance

Flease check the following and return as soon as possible to

Mrs. Lawrence Steefel
735 Buron Street Southeast
Minneapclis, Minnesota

1. I will see or write to the representative and senator from my district at
once, asking for adequate state support for schools,

2. I will interest others in commnicating with their logislators in behalf
of schools.

S, I have already spoken to the following legislators:

4. I will help cooperate in interesting my local paper in printing informa-
tion sent by the Citizens' Committee.

5, I have the following comments or suggestions to make:

ok o % ok o W ok % kK e e W % W

One need not be a Ytax expert"

Simply ask your loegislators to

VPLAN WISELY

oW o %k ok K e ok %k ok sk ok ko




SUMMARY OF CONFERENCES
CITIZENS' COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SCHOOL FINANCE

January 18, 1935

February 5, 1934....Summary of financial situation of schools; de-
termination of policy; organization for working
procedure.,

February 19, 1934...Report on tax delinquency laws; formation of
special committee for detailed study of tax
delinquency in Minneapolis.

March 5, 1934.......Discussion of Sales Tax as a possible source of
income.

March 19, 1934......Report on all possible sources of tax revenue as
a basis of program for support, both for long
time planning and the present emergency; creation
of committee to formulate program,

April 16, 1934 «Reports of committees and adoption of program.
May 8, 1934 .Reports of committees; correlation with Minnesota
Council on Education; special report of study on

tax delinquency in Minneapolis.

June 25, 1934.. Discussion of Gross Income Tax as a source of
income.

October 24, 1934....Report on tax measures used in other states.
November 19, 1934...Meeting with newly elected legislators of Hennepin
and Ramsey Counties to confer with them on program

of Citizens' Committee.

10, December 10, 1934..Committee reports; bringing information up to date;
discussion of system of state aid in Minnesota.

The Committee is sponsoring a four point program which was first published
April 20, 1934,

1, Support of Larger Units of School Administration

2« Scientific Assessment of Property

3. Revision of Tax Delinquency Laws

4., Adequate Financial Support for Schools by the State

With the legislature in session, it becomes necessary to translate the
program into action.

17-72




PUBLIC SCHOOL FINANCE CONFERENCE
MONDAY, JANUARY 28, 1945
CURTIS HOTEL
FOURTH AVENUE SOUTH AND TENTH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS

Dinner at six in the Main Dining Room (optional)
Meeting called for 7:15 in the East Room

Your sub-committees have been hard at work since the last
conference, They are now ready to report to you, with up-to-the-
mimte information. They need also your ratification of their

proposed plan of action. A full attendance is urged.
Cordially yours
GLENN MATHER, Chairman

CLARA S, PAINTER, Secretary

"EDUCATION DOES NOT COST ANY APPRECIABLE AMOUNT,

BUT

THE LACK OF EDUCATION DOES COST US EVERYTHING.Y




tizans! Committee on Public School Finance

The eleventh conference of the Citizens'! Committee on Public School Finance
was held on Jomary 28, 1935, at the Curtis Hotel, Mr. Mather presiding. The
mectiaz was called to order at 7:15 p.m. The Troasurer's report was read and

accapted. It showed the organizatioh to be solvent, with bills just abount
squalling expenses to dato.

The publicity committee reported on matorial that had beon sent out in the
state to o mailing list of about three thousand, including representatives of the
A.A.U.W., the Congress of Parcnts and Teachers, the American Legion and Auxiliary,
the Federated Clubs, Leaguc of Women Voters, superintendents, principals in the
Minneapolis, St. Paul, and Duluth schools, also to all P.T.A.s in Minneapolis.
Plans for using the radio had been made, and Mrs, Frank M. Warren had already
arranged for some programs. Further use of radio and moving picture theatres was
considered advisable. Mr. Mather again made the point that the undertaking of
this project on a state wide basis was involuntary, made necessary by the faet
that the Minnesota Council on Education, which we had. originally expected to
function for the state , was inactive.

The question of Federal aid was summarized by Mr. Schulz. He said that the
M. E. A. was asking for $500,000,000 and the National Federation of Teachers for
$600,000,000 for schools to be distributed on the basis of average daily attendance.
Mr. Roosevelt opposes the earmarking of funds for schools. The Federal Goernment
has given money as a relief measure for unemployment, but it is used for extension
work or to prevent actual closing. It can not be used for regular work. TFederal
funds for repairs and buildings may be available as recovery measures.

Mr. Umstattd reported for the legislative committee. A copy of the bill for
increased state aid is on file, with an explanation of the bill. Mr. Wahlstrand
had been seen by Mr. Umstattd and Mr. Andreen, and had agreed to sponsor the bill
in the Education Committee and also toavork for it in the Appropriations and Tax
Committees, of which he is also a member, Mrs. Ladd and Miss Brown were to inter-
view members of the Senate Committee on Education. Miss Brown was to see Senator
Almen of the Education Committee. In order to take care of St. Paul, a line had
been added specifying that the money should go for current school expenses only.
According to figures of attendance available, it is estimated that this measure
would give additional aid of 12 cents per day per child. Miss Byrnes suggested
adding the worll "school! to year for clearness. MNr. Schulz asked whether we
should not specify in the bill that the money is not to come from the property tax.
It was agreed such a provision would cause ‘difficulties, as all money gzoes into a
common fund. In general it reprosents a 33 1/3 per cent reduction in dollars of
the amount the local community raised from real estate in 1931, Mr., H. S. Rockwell
suggested that the bill be changed to limit the amount to be received by a district
instead of the amount to be raised by a district. Mr. Hartwell, Mr. Rockwell, and
Mr. Engelhardt were asked to retire to prepare a rewording.

Mr. Mather gave the following figures as the basis on which the $11,400,000
was fixed. An average expenditure of $90 a pupil is desirable. Half of that
totals for the state approximately $25,000,000. Present state aid is $10,600,000.
Receipts from the income tax in 1934 were $1,900,000.  That leaves $11,400,000 .
additional aid to be raised. Question was raised as to whether we should specify
district must levy 8 mills instead of 5 mills, in order to qualify for this aid.
Agreed it would increase rural opposition. It was further agreed that this
committee would not




in the t~x limitaticn fight, but
g that this bill netually would rosu
burden without incronsing the total

od ogked abeut the proposcd nmendment to the income tax lnwe lr.
Umst~ttd roolicd t nt nn nmondmont was boing propared to the offoct that if
tot21 receipts for cﬁrnl purpost in the citics of the first class did not
AVITEC 990 ner pupil, current uﬁD mses should have first claim on procoods
the inco

of tax delinquoncy, lir. Hartwell reportod that the
nter supply wnd sorvices to tax delinguont oporty.

*ﬂ‘td ﬂcv;d that we aperove the bill subjoct to such ehngss A
y ire Hortwell, -nd Hre
Motion SbCOudCd and earricd. Mr. Unst"ttd
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$90 por pupil. lrs. Dahl said that this amendment should go to the
e on cities of the first class of which Mr, C. A. Dahle of Duluth is
It was moved and carried that the amendment be apnroved.

« Umstattd reported that the bill for the Larger Unit of School Administra-
tion had been modified so as to prevent one school district from holding up county
action on the larger unit. It exempts comminities of a population of 2,400 or more
from the participation in the unification at the start, in order to s: ;Lﬁuwrd
smallsr districts. Buch towns or 11 ages are to be allowed to come in later if
they wish. It was moved by 'Mr, Schul scconded and carried that the bill be
approved in principle,

tatid thoen reporte the corrective statc aid pill prevarod by the
tment (1) chonging the forty days attendance to avsraze daily as o
of 1Tct ribution, (2) providing for a local lovy of fivo mills, including the
mill lbv* as o prorequisite for reeciving aid from the income tox
the library a2id to ~ pupil basis instead of school unit
clagsification 2id to correspond with actual roccints of
gel nsked whether provigion for transportation costs of seyenth
mmils was includod in the state dopartment meéasurc, This is not
tattd said tu;t 211 tho measurcs rocommended werce improvoments
Q h-’-,d no EI.L: in which to study thosc propesals, we should
adding thom to our program. r, Bogquist moved to
tagsc 91119 to the oxocutive committcoe with power o nct, o8
or cxpediont on the gquestion of these corrcctive stato zid
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for the work-of the committce was introduccd. Phi Delta
¢y to contributc. It was suggested that the lM.E.4. be
ne. Mr. Schulz recolicd thot U.E.A. hag littlc money on hond.
inasmuch 2s the plans for action wero now conereto,
éoru might be sccurced. The orgonizations must know what the bills
befire they ean xot-.; to support them. It wos moved and cnrricd that Mr.
ask tho M,E.A. for o gift to help carry on tho work on o stnte wide sealo.
Boguist reported that tho 1;‘ion would contribute $15 and was paying posto
commnicntions sont to postse Mrs. Hooro roported that the Auxiliary would give
$10 in ~ddition to mniling costs,




Mrs. Moorc introduced the Auxiliary president from International Falls who
stated that the Auxiliary could be counted on for enthmsiastic support.

Mr. Engelhardt reported for thec specinl committee that no satisfactory
wording had been accomplished, that we must get the bill in, and should submit it
as dravn and add on amendment later if desired. Agreed.

Mrs. Linsley then introduced the following resolution in response to the
question as to where the money can come from,

Whercas propeosgd modification of existing taxes to increase revemue, such
as the increase in net income taxes, inheritance taxes, and corporation taxes
cannot be depended upon to prodace enough monoy to solve the financial problem
of the schoolg,and

Whereas it is accordingly cvident that it is necessary to enact measures
to widen the tax base, such as a gross income (dollar turnover) or some more
selective form of sales tax, if schools are to get adequate support,

Be it resclved that the executive committee in conjunction with the
legislative committee is empowered to support or sponsor such bill or bills
28 will produce enough money, and which are, in their judgment, politically
feasible,

The resolution was adopted.

Meeting adjourned.,

Respectfully submitted,

Clara S. Painter, Secy.
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INCREASED FTNROLLMENT + DECLINING REVENUE = CRISIS

OTHER STATES HAVE ACTED TO SAVE THEIR SCHOOIS.

WILL MINNESOTA ACT QUICKLY AND WISELY?

PROPERTY Real estate and property have been carrying most of the burden

OWNERS of school support. Tax delinquency, revaluation of property,

O VERBURDENED and the Homestcad Act have cut the receipts from the property
tax. BEven so, the property owner is overburdened and demands

relief. Emphasis is on reduction of expenditures by the state. ILocal districts
cannot increase their taxes.
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ENROLLMENT In the following table showing twenty-five years of school
INCREASES development, you will note that high school enrollment has

increased almost six-fold. High schools are expensive, both as
buildings and as teaching units. ©New buildings have been necessary to take
care of the increasing numbers., The modern buildings are more efficient and
satisfactory than the old buildings, but they are not yet paid for. In many
places, particularly the cities where enrollment has increased rapidly, income
tax receipts offer no help on current expenses, as they must be applied, by law,
to debt reduction.

" IWENTY—F IVE YEARS OF SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT
(FROM THE MINNESOTA YEAR BOOK)
1909-1910 1919-1920 1929-1930 1932-1933
EENROLLMENT IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 440,083 503,597 551,741 562,518
EGRADUATES FROM PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS 3,907 7,543 16,401 21,163
| TEAGHERS EWPLOYED 15,157 19,575 22,169 21,655

WOMEN 13,559 17,847 19,320 18,432 |
1,598 1,728 2,849 3,223 '
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NEW COURSES Aside from sheer weight of numbers, the children, not needed
NECESSARY in industry but staying instead in school, offer a new

problem in curriculum., They are preparing not for college,
but for life. Is it fair to ask them to take the old college preparatory
courses? The planning of new courses demands research and curriculum
departments,
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GREATER BRIEFLY, OUR EXPANDING SCHOOL SYSTEM PUTS NEWER AND GREATER
DEMANDS ON DEMANDS ON SCHOOLS, AND SCHOOLS MUST BE EQUIPPED IN BUIIDINGS
SCHOOLS AND IN PERSONNEL TO MEET THESE DEMANDS.
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i1 WHAT IS How much does this cost, and how is it financed? AT PRESENT,
| THE COST WE SPEND LESS THAN $90 A YEAR TO KUEP A CHILD IN SCHOOL. The
cost is borne almost entirely by a local proverty tax. Unless
1 somethinz is done by the legislature, there will be less than $90 a pupil
1 available next year,
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WE MUST The Citizens' Committee, after careful study, maintains that
REQORGANIZE by modernizing our administrative system and by reorganizing
our antiquated taxing systom, we could afford to take care of
| our future citizens. It maintoins that the very security of our future depends
on the trzining given those who are to carry on in the difficult years ahead,
| and that we must act to reorganize BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE.
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WILL YOU If you agree that the preservation of our American institu-
HILP? tions is in a large measure dependent upoxn the maintenance of
educational opportunities, will you reach your legislators?
| Explain to them the increasing mumbers of children to be cared for on the
1 high school level. Insist that we do not penalize our children by failure to
modernize our government and our taxing system., OUR SCHOOLS MUST BY KEPT
OPEN. PROPERTY AND REAL ESTATE TAXES CANNOT KEFP THEM OPEN,
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| SCHOOLS INSURE The foundation of our future security depends on our present
4 THE FUTURE attitude towards supporting our public schools., Ask your

: legislators to plan wisely and to act promptly. CHILDHOOD

| COMES BUT ONCE. ITS NEFDS CANNOT BE POSTPONED.
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1 YOUR EZIP IS The committee depends on you, both for reaching your legis-
‘| NZEDZD tors and for interesting your local paper in the releases
sent ount by this committee,
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TRY THIS OUT ON YOURSELF
Pigure your tax payments on a monthly basis.

Iist the services you receive from rovernment for this tax

Compare your monthly tax costs with a combination of

a, Lighting costs § c. Telephone costs §

bs Fuel for food costs &, Operation of car
3 costs $

Total cost of lighting, fuel, etc., per month §

If you have children in school; figure the cost to you of their
education per months

Do you find you are getting your money's worth?

]

The Committee urges yon to send in your findings to the Secretary, Mrs. H.X.
Painter, 4817 Fremont Avermme South, Minneapolis. It is not necessary for you to
sien your name to the report. This will give valuable data to the Committee on

» eormarntive costs.
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CAN WE PAY FOR MODERN EDUCATION?J

THEN The 1ittle red schoolhouse did a good job, in its day. So
did the oxcart, before we had good roads. 5o did the
horse and buggy, before the days of pavements. Pioneer
life developed initiative and character; it left little time for leisure,
High schools were limited to the selected few going to college, or training
for the professions, Elementary education aimed merely to teach the 3 R's.
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Now Modern conditions have changed the story. Industry has
released thousands of children; compulsory school laws and
American appreciation of the necessity for education in a
democracy has kept these children in increasing numbers in high scheols.
In order to meet the needs of all the children of all the people (children
with varying needs and abilities), the schools have modernized and changed
the curriculum.
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OLDER SUBJECTS Additions to the curriculum do not necessarily mean in-
MAY NOT BE creased expense. (osts are determined by the number of
CHEAPER pupils per teacher, not by the subject taught., Some sub-
Jjects are cheaper than others, but they are not necessarily
the older subjects. Music, not considered a fundamental by some, is a
low cost subject because it permits effective teaching in large groups.
Restriction of the curriculum will not reduce expense. Failure to enrich
the curriculum to meet the needs of pupils who must be prepared for medern
life is inefficient, and to the degree that it causes failure is actually
expensive,
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EXTRA SERVICES Modern living conditions, the concentration of population
NECESSARY NOW under artificial conditions of city life, the need of
maintaining individualized instruction in handling large
numbers of children, have created demands on schools which do cost monay.
Social service, recreation and health service, counseling service have

been added. Unemployment and greater leisure are steadily increasing
the demands on schools,
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CAN MINNESOTA Can Minnesota afford to pay for this new type of education?
AFFPORD NEW for all its children? "Our public school,¥ says a report
EDUCATION? from the State Department of Education, Yglves the child
books, classroom equipment, a playground, a day's instruc-
tion under a well prepared teachem for the price of a golf ball or a box of
candy., The average daily cost of American education is fifty-one cents,"
In normal times, Minnesota spent 3.55 per cent of the state income for
schools, while 19,65 per cent went for passenger automobiles and almost
8 per cent went for objects definitely classed as luxuries, Salary studies
show that of all people gainfully employed, the only average income lower
than teachers was that for wage earners.
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STATE SHOULD What can Minnesota do to guarantee educational advantages
CARRY HALF for its children, with real estate demanding relief from
THE COST its heavy burden? The committee feels that, roughly
speaking, ninety dollars a pupil 1s a fair cost under
present financlal conditions, This figure will vary somewhat according
to the percentage of high school pupils and local standards. Ninety
dollars a pupil totals about fifty million dollars for schools in Minnesota.
This sum is lower than the amount spent in 1931, although enrollment in
hish schools has increased since that time and will probably contime to
incrésse, The cormittee further suggests that if half the cost

($25,000,000) were carried by the state, financed not entirely by the
property tax, then relief would be offered to both rural and urban
commmnities., Adjustments of this general plan, to meet the differing needs
of comminities, would havs to be worked out by properly qualified persons,
in order that the particular needs of all communities might have due
considoration.
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NEW SOURCES Such a shifting of the tax burden will require the tapping
OF INCOME of new sources of income. Please study the accompanying
NEEDED table. It shows how revenue has decreased. It shows that

in 1933 the local community carried over 77 per cent of
the costs, for which they relied largely on the real estate teax. It in-
dicates whers the state money comes from, and nekes it clear that because
of the interest from the Permanent and Swamp Iand Funds, it will not be
nocessary for the state logislature to make appropriations for the entire
twenty-five million., Minnesota is fortunate in the size of its funds set
apart for education, provided for by the wisdom of the pioncers who appre-
clated the importance of educating all the citizens in a dewocracy.
Following bulletins will show what other states have done, and what sugges-
tions are being made for securing the necessary revemue,
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PUBLIC SCHOOL EXPENDITURES IN MINNESOTA

School Year General Maintenance Capital OQutlay Total
Jinding Expenditures and Bond Payments Payments

$ 45,629,084 $8,986,317 $ 54,615,401
39,096, 325 4,335,119

Estimated Amount Needed for 1935, . .

SOURCES OF MONEY EXE

Revenue from Revenue from Reverme from
¥Total Cash Local Property State-wide 1-mill State and Federal
Year Available Tax Property Tax Sources
1931 $ 54,069,084 § 34,213,922 $ 2,026,011 $10, 709, 700
1933 43,431,444 27,074,081 1,116,982 10, 844,780

1935  %%50,000,000 28, 000, 000 25,000,000

*These amounts include cash received from bond sales, interest on sinking funds,
etes, as well as from sources indicated.

¥%Amount needed on economy schedule

TATE FINANCES EDUCATION

Permanent Endowment (This is interest from permanent
school fund and one-half from Swamp land Fund).,,193¢.... $ 2,555,236%

Current School Tund (Sh:reg in 1-mill county-wide
poclol T e ) R AR SO - s R 1,3 )N

Special State Aid (This is a special legislative
appropriation derived from general state revemis
plus $500,000 from Swamp Land Fund.)e...eoceqsens 6,617,0220%*

come Tax (Proceeds from the Income Tax go first to
debt retirement and then to maintenance only
when all debts are paid.).. covoo(Botimated),  2,000,000%%%x

In 1934-5, it would be necessary for the legislature to apprcpriste the
difference betdaen receipts frou the Permanent and Swamp Land Funds, the County
1-mill Tex, and the desired $25,000,000,

®*The Permanent Endowment Fund income is apportioned acecording to per-pupil enroll-
ment for forty days or more,

*The Currsnt School Fund income is apportioned like the Permenent Fndowment Fund,
except for the $oOO Q00 which is transferred to the Special State Aid Funds,

##¥Special State Aid is apportioned in a variety of WAYS

*h¥¥Income Tax Re reiptq are apportioned te each district according to the number
BC

of children of

1-14-35
17-90

hool age.
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L AT THE CROSS ROADS i

DISASTER In Ohio, in November, this was the picture:
IN OHIO 80 per cent of the schools had money in sight for only
six months
58 per cent would have to close in four months
14 per cent were operating with no money, merely on
faith
6 per cent had enough money to run for nine months.
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WHY? The Ohio Legislature, in a frenzy of tax reduction,
passed tax limitation laws, in hearty agreement, THEN
failed to agree on a tax to replace the reductions on real estate.
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WILL THIS Communities in Ohio are borrowing money for current
HAPPEN HERE?, expenses which will ultimately be assessed against pro-

perty, so that instead of finding relief, property
owners will eventually pay both current costs and interest charges.
MINNESOTA MUBT NOT MAKE THE MISTAKES MADE BY OHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA.
MONEY FOR ESSENTIAL SERVICES MUST BE FROVIDED.
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STATE CAN The Citizens!' Committee has a constmictive program
RELIEVE which will offer real relief to property, and guaran-
PROPERTY tee, also, more nearly equal opportunity for education
to the children of the state, both rural and urban,
Real relief o property owners comes when part of the burden carried
by property is taken from it and transferred to some other source of
taxable wealth, JIn 1933, over 75 per cent of the costs of schools was
borne by the local community. Local communities depend almost entirely
on the real estate and property tax. The committee is preparing a bill
which would provige that half the costs of schools be carried by the
state. The state has other sources of revenue than the real estate and
property tax, This change, by shifting the burden from the commnity
to the state, makes possible a reduction of about 33 per cent in real
estate taxes, More than that, it offers help to those arcas that
cannot finance sphools from their local taxes. It is in line with the
baest modern thought for the equalization of educational opportunity.
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MAJORITY The kind of tax to be adopted to replace the real estate
MUST RULE tax is controversial and has political implications. So

many states have found ways of meeting the emergoncy, or
found themselves in serious trouble because they did not meet it wisely,
that Minnesota can profit from their experience. In a crisis it is
necessary to follow a course which might not be necessary in normal times;
taxes not normally desirable may have to be voted to keep schools going.
The committee will follow all tax proposals. It will recommend for
support the bills which seem most fair, most likely to secure the
necossary money, and which have a reasonasble chance of adoption. It is
important that we realize, regardless of our personal opinions as to
forms of taxes, that we shall have to accept the method of taxation de-
sired by the majority if the schools are to be helped.
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CAN IT CALIFORNIA has taken over a larger share of the costs of

BE DONE? schools, assuming the entire burden formerly carried by
the county. It does not depend on the property tax.

WEST VIRGINIA, after a disastrous experience of finding itself without

enough money to operate even its hospitals and jails because of unwise

tax limitation laws, has taken over a large share of the costs of schools,

depending not on the property tax. NORTH CAROLINA carries almost all of

the cost of schools, with a widened tax base., WASHINGTON has very recent-

. ly assumed half of the costs of schools. NEW YORK gives a large amount of

state support, financed not by a property tax.
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ARE WE TO Most states have assumed, on paper, state responsibility
HAVE JUST for education. In many states, as in Minnesota, such
"PAPERY responsibility is written into the state constitutions.
SUPPORT? Those states which have REALLY assumed responsibility by

ADEQUATE FINANCING and have adopted varied forms of
taxation, have carried their schools through the depression with much
less disastrous consequences than those which have left the support of
schools to the local property tax., MINNESOTA HAS NOT ASSUMED ENOUGH
STATE SUPPORT TO PROVIDE THE EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY SPECIFIED IN THE
CONSTITUTION.
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MINNESOTA MUST MINNESOTA IS AT THE CROSS ROADS! Shall we adopt in
HAVE A this session merely a destructive program of limitation,
REPLACEMENT leaving the government without enough money to carry on,
TAX or shall we agree upon a program which will use all

sources of wealth, relieve property of an undue burden,
and STILL PROVIDE EDUCATION FOR THE CITIZENS OF TOMORROW? That is the
issue before the citizens of Minnesota to-day. Under present political
conditions, there is grave danger that we may be left, when the legis-
lature adjourns, without a satisfactory tax program. WE MUST GET BEHIND
THAT REPLACEMENT TAX WHICH IS DESIRED BY THE MAJORITY.
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TAX LIMITATION WITHOUT TAX REPLACEMENT IS FATAL




(Enclosure 1 - Citizens' Committee 3ulletin No. 3)

POSSIBLE REPLACEMENT TAXES

Relief for property, especially if tex limitation laws are passed,will
make it necessary for the legislature to pass replacement taxes. Some addi-
tional money can be secured by changing present laws. For example, a hsavier
tax on telephone companies might yield an extra $600,000, or an increase in
inheritance taxes an extra $200,000. It is generally agreed that, under
present financial conditions, an increase in the higher brackets of the In-
come Tax would not bring in enough money to offset property tax reductions.
Three to four million is estimated as the total obtainable from such a source
for 1935-6 and 1936-7, an increase of $500,000 to $1,500,000 over 1934
receipts. A majority in the legislatnre seems to be agreed that such an in-
crease would not entirely solve the problem. -

There remains for the legislature a choice of possible courses to be
followed.

1. Lowering the exemptions in the net income tax, so that people of
small incomes will pay a tax.

2. Passing a Gross Income or Dollar Turnover Tax, considered by tax
authorities to be a form of sales tax.

3. Pasging some other form of sales tax.

This tax can be more or less stlective in what it taxes, The more
selective, that is, the greater the number of exemptions, the less severely
it bears on the poor. On the other hand, it is true that as the number of -
exemptions increase, the laws become more complicated, the administrative
detail becomes more burdensome, and lastly, less money is secured. A definite
luxury tax will not bring in ocnough money. California, with no sxemptions to
a 2% per cent tax on sales receipts, secured $52,000,000 in one year. Indiana,
with 1 per cent on retail sales and & per cent on wholesalers, collects about
$1,000,000 a month.

A tax often suggested for Minnesota is one exempting foods. It is
estimated that a 2 per cent tax on retail sales in Minnesota, excepting foeds,
would in 1933 have yielded $8,000,000. TFor all sales, it would have yielded
$10,400,000s A 3 per cent tax on all sales cxcept food would have brought,
in 1933, $12,000,000; on all except food and eclothing, $9,000,000; on all
sales, $15,600,000. It is predicted that more could be expected in 1935,
under improved business conditions.

The Mimmesota Nducation Association, 2642 University Avenue, St. Paul,
has issued a report by Dr. Blakey which gives estimates of what might be
secured from a wide variety of sources. The Minnesota Institute of Govern-
mental Research, E-621 First National Bank Building, St. Paul, has a bulletin
summarizing the arguments for and against sales or gross income taxes. Copies
may be had on request as long as the supply lasts, When the present supply
is exhausted, a charge of 10 cents will be mades The same Institute also has
a bulletin summari zZing the arguments for and against & sales tax. A summary
of all states having income or sales texes, with the revenue obtained from each,
can be secured from Mrs. John McCrory, 215 Ramsey Place, St. Cloud, Minnesota.
Send 5 cents in stamps to cover costs. All this material gives facts; it is
not propaganda. We urge you to get copies,

1/25/35
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A CALL TO ACTION

Bills ‘will be introduced in the legislature, covering the four point
program of the Citizens' Committee, viz., (1) Larger Units of School Ad-
ministration; (2) Scientific Assessment of Property; (8) Revision of Tax
Delinguency laws; and (4) 50-50 Support of Education by the State and the
Local Commnity. The progress of these bills will be watched. You will
be informed of the character of the bills and given the House and Senate
numbers so that you may obtain coples and know exactly what they ares When
it becomes necessary, you will be asked to get word to your legislators.

In the mean time, will you see that information about the situation
is spread in your commnity, and that the local papers carry the informa-
tion? More than that, will you get your neighbors and fellow citizens,
both men and women, to act as "minute men." Have them ready with a supply
of post cards. ILet each be responsible for getting ten people who can be
depended upon to write their legislators as bills come before the Senate
or the House. It is not necessary to write long letters. ILeglislators are
interssted in the BUMBERS of their constituents for or against a bill.

When a bill is before the Senate, one card from each person is needed.
When it is before the House, two cards are needed, one for sach represen-
tative. Cards should be addressed as follows:

The Honorable

(Supply name of your legislator.)
State Capitol
St. Paul, Minnescta

They should say, in essence, "I am interessted in the passage of Bill
No, « Will you give it your support." All communications should be
gigned with the name and address of the writer, so that the legislator
will know that he is hearing from one of his own constituents.

Informing the members of your commnity and getting them prepared to

act is YOUR PART in the attempt to preserve educational opportunities for
the children of the state.

I will secure "mimite men" prepared to write to their
(mmber)

legislators. It is understood that such "mimte men" will be

informed in advance of the details of the bills they are being

asked to support,

(Signed)

Address

Return to Mrs, Lawrence Steefel, 735 Huron St, S.H., Minneapolis, Minn.

(See reverse side.)




Representatives of the organizations listed below seérve on
the Citizens' fommittess Many of the organizations have programs
similar to that of the Citizens' Cpmmittee, They clear through
this committee to avoid duplication and unify effort. TFor exact
position of each organization on any one measure or bill, write
the gecretary.

American Association of Upivgrsity Women
: Ameripan Legion

ﬁmnfitan;ﬁegion Auiiliary

Coﬁncil of Jewiéh ﬁbm@n

Davghters of American Ravolutioﬁ

Junlor Taxpayers Assoclation

‘League of Women Voters

Minneapolis-Couﬁcil of Parent-Teacher Associations
Minnesotaabongrass of Parents and Tozchers
Minnasota Council.of.Sbhool Executives
Minre sota Education Asspclation
Minnesota Féderation of labor
Minnesota Federation of Women's Clubs
Phi Delta Rappa
Pi lambda Theta
' Pablic Scﬁsnl Protective League
Woman's Olub of Hinneapolis

YO w. C- Al




KINUTES OF THE MEETING
CF THE
LEGISLATIVE AND LEGISLATIVE ADVISCRY COMIITTEE
CITIZEK'S COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SCEOOL FINANCE
LEAMINGTON HOTEL, JANUARY 26, 1935

The Legiglative and Advisory Legislative Committee met Saturday at 12:15 at
the Hotel Leamington, Those present were: lrs. Oscar Ronken, Rochester, Dre.
Elizabeth lfonchan, Mrse BEe L. Rosenbloom, Mr. E. G. Hall, Mrs. C. F. Moore, Jrs,
Mre Glenn Mather, Dre E.W.J. Boquist, Mrs. Frank Warren, Dr. Fred Englehart,

Mre Schultz, Mrs. Whelan, Stillwater, Miss Mary Byrnes, Mre J. Ge Umstattd, Mrs.
Re G+ Powers and lire Fe B« Andreen, New Ulm.

The business meeting opened at 1:30 with Mr. Umstattd in the chair. He
reported on a conference with lir. Wahlstrand and Almen, the chairmen of the
Education Committee in the House and Senate. He discussed with them the proposed
bill for increased state aid, to which they were favorably disposeds. Mrs
Umstattd then read the bills. He then informed the committee that 650 school
districts levy less than 5 mills to secure funds for school maintenances The
proposed bill is an emergency measure and not designed to correct defects in
state aide Section 3 was added, so that in case Section 2 might be called
unconstitutional, the legal force of the remainder might not be affected.

The bill would be an addition to the ten million dollars given in the last

b
3 years by the state., This amount should be included in the general appropri-
We leave to the legislature the method of providing these funds.

It is cuggested that Mre. Wahlstrand introduce the bill and take it to the
appropriation committee. If there is a favorable reaction from this committee,
work shoulc be started at ence in the Senate. A great amount of personal work
will be necessary.

An open discussion fellowed concerning the bille Mr. Hall offered to help
with the work in the legislature, but said labor would oppose a sales tax if that
method should be proposed to raise additional funds. He also said labor stands
behind high educational standards.

Mr. Andreen, educational chairman for the American Legion, said the Legion
would stand benind this programs Mrs. Ronken reported the A.R.U.W. would back
program. Dr. Monohan said while this particular bill is not on the League of
Women Voter's program, they would support a bill for additional revenue.

Mrce Whelan said the P.T.A. would back progrém. Mr. Schultz has great fear
ef bill being passed, but is in favor of the bill.

It is hoped to have several sponsors for the bill. Those suggested are
Mre Roy Dunn, Mr. Daley, Geo. McKinnen, A. I. Carr, Mr. Youngquist, Mre. Zwack,
Mr. Hanemeier, Mr. Weeks, Kingsley and Gudlicke suggested from Senate. Mr. Hall
suggests Mre Wahlctrand pick out his own sponsors to facilitate speeds MNre
Schultz suggests several rural representatives be used. MNre Hall suggests a
mimeographed sheet of explanation be sent to each sponsor.
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A discussion followed as to the advisability of keeping this bill entirely
apart from bills from state department. Mr. Mather said the Citizens Committee
had established as a general principle that we were asking $90 per pupil. The
state!s share to be $45, equalized by an average of $5 per month per pupile Mr.
Andreen suggests not using a definite amount, as $11,400,000 but to change the
wording, not using a definite amount.

Mr. Hall makes a motion that a committee of Messrs. Mather, Eﬁglehart,
Andreen and Umstattd write a simple explanation of bills Seconded. Carried.

Mr. Andreen suggested there might be confusion between this bill and revised
state aid bille Discussion of harmonizing these bills followede Mre Umstattd
suggested Mr. Wahlstrand use his discretion in making any compromises. For
political reasons, Mrs Mather wishes to keep two programs separate.

The matter of publicity was then discusseds Mre Unstattd suggests the next
bulletin be devoted to this bill, and an enclosed copy of explanation be sent
oute Reaction favorables He also said that a news release on each bulletin
goes to every newspaper in state thru Mr. McGowan, Field Manager of the Minnesota
Editorial Associations

Mre Rosenbloom moves this committee propose to general committee that this
bill be approved. Carried.

If approved by gﬂﬁeral committee, this committee recommends all publicity
posgible be given bill,

The county unit bill was then discussed. Very few changes have been mades
Three mincr changes have been mades

The third bill igs designed to sﬁop leaks in state aid. Library aid is
increased, based on number of pupils. ?6% of library aid went to ome room
gchoolge

The research bulletins on sales and gross income taxes were distributed to
each members

A companisn tax bill for appropriations was suggested and will be discussed
laters

Miss Byrnes acked if we were taking steps to defeat present bills which
would endanger education. Mrs Umstattd suggests we do not enter or take gides

in this controversy at present,

A copy of a resolution adopted by the Pe.T.As. of Dassel, Minne was distributed

lire Mather moves this committee meet Febs 2, at Leamington Hotel at 12:15.
c

Seconded., arrieds
The meeting adjourned at 3:30 PM.

Gertrude Se. Powers,
Secy, Legislative Committee
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********ﬂl*******#**#*#t********#*#**

T}EBII&J"""’"H- F- NO. 382

WHAT THE BILL DOES :

AIMS TO "The schools,” says one of our educators, "have been
PROTECT SCHOOLS put out on the property tax limb; now the limb is
being cut off." . This bill aims to shift part of the
costs of schools from the lgcal property tax to the state which has
other sources of reveme. It will help those districts which cannot
maintain good schools from a local tax levy, and will tend to give more
nearly equal opportunities for education to all children in the state.
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WILL PROTECT It protects the taxpayer, because it provides that
THE TAXPAYER the total amount to be spent for school maintenance

shall not exceed that spent for maintenance in 1931.
It takes from the local property tax about one-third of the school
cost that it carried in 1931. It will help to equalize the tax burden
which property has been carrying almost alone.

ook ok sk ok ok ok ok ok ok ok %k ok ok ok ok koK

FIRST THE AMOUNT OF MONEY DISTRIBUTED BY THE STATE SHALL

BE INCREASED BY $11,400,000. This is an average in-
crease of 12 cents a day per pupil. It does not interfere with
existing state aids. It raises state support to about one-half of the
cost of schools, or a total from all sources of $25,000,000.
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SECOXD THE $11,400,000 SHALL BE DISTRIBUTED ON THE BASIS OF
THE AGGREGATE NUMBER OF DAYS ATTENDED. This prevents

enrolling a pupil for 40 days, and collecting a year's apportionment,

The school is helped in proportion to the amount of instruction given.
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February 7 - Page 2)

THIRD DISTRIBUTION IS MADE ONLY TO DISTRICTS WHICHE LEVY A

FIVE-MILL TAX (INCLUDING THE COUNTY ONE-MILL TAX).
This prevents sending money to districts that do not need it. It makes
it necessary for districts to tax themselves if they are to receive the
additional aid.
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FOURTH IT PROTECTS THE TAXPAYER BY PROVIDING THAT THE TOTAL
AMOUNT SPENT FOR SCHOOLS SHALL NOT EXCEED THE MONEY

SPINT FOR MAINTENANCE IN 1931. This aid will go only to districts

whose expenditures for schools do not go beyond the 1931 level. By a

system of refunds or credits, it provides that if proceeds from this aid

give schools in any district a total budget greater than the 1931 budget,

then refunds or credits will be made to the local property taxpayer.
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FIFTH IT PROTECTS THE SCHOOLS AGAINST ANY POSSIBLE DECISION

OF UNCONSTITUTIONALITY. It states that if any part
of the bill is unconstitutional, the rest of the bill is not affected,
thereby avoiding the tying up of funds dnring any possible legal pro-
ceedings. This is merely a precautionary measure, as the coumittee
feels the bill to be unquestionably constitutional.
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SIXTH THE BILL IS AN EMERGENCY MEASURE. It aims to carry

the schools through the next two years, when reveme
from the present property and income tax receipts WILL NOT BE ENOUGH
to keep the schools operating.
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REVENUES HAVE The Homestead Exemption Law, reduced valuations, tax
BEEN CUT delinquency, proposed further exemptions of taxable
property, and tax limitation bills all will cut even
more than at present the revemue from the property tax, now the main
-source of révemue for schools. Schools have already taken a heavy cut,
while their high school enrollment has been rapidly increasing, SOME=
THING MUST BE DONE FQOR SCHOOLS, OR THE CHILDREN WILL PAY THE PENAITY,
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PROPERTY DEMANDS Property is demanding relief. Shifting part of the
RELIEF costs of schools from the local property tax to the

state will relieve the local ¥axpayer, and still
give the schools a necessary minimum of support.
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Enclosure, Bulletin No. 4

TIME FOR ACTION

The bill for increased state aid was approved without a
dissenting vote by the House Educatiom Committee, a#nd endorsed
as their bill H. ¥, 382. An amendment improving and clarifying °
the details of its operation makes it the bill described in
Bulletin No. 4. ‘It now goes to the Appropriations Committee in
the House and the «ducation Committee in the Senate,

On the back of ‘this page is a list of the members of the
two committees, with the district each represents., ' If any
legislator FROM YOUR COUNTY is on either committoe, get as many
people as you can to send cards to the legislators from their
own county. Letters should be sent ONLY to legislators in
whose county the writer lives, unless the writer has personal
connections which would make his reguest valuable. It is
the CONSTITUENT'S letter which carries weight. Letters from
other than a constituent may hinder rather than help.

Address letters or cards to the legislators at the State‘
Capitol, They should ask for support of H. F. 382 as amended
by the authors.

Keep a 1ist, 1f you can, of all the people who agree to
write in; you w111 need thelr help again.

Continue the work in your commnity in informing people
of the needs of the schools, and continue working to secure
people who will agree to send in cards to their legislators.
You are responsible for the work in your commnity, and every
commnity in the state must be active if we are to help the
schools.

A leaflet with a copy of the bill, a brief explanation
of its purposes, and a swmary of the reasons why it is needed,
is being prepared for distribution. Coples will be mailed you
as soon as 1t is off,the press., This brief summary is being
sent you now, because the two committees should be reached at
onces




Name Dist. No.

HOUSE COMMITTEE OXN APPROPRIATIONS:

L"Nissen, W. Kenneth
L ¥artz, Wilbur G.
L/ Champlin, George W.
Paulsen, 0. A,
Andersen, H. C.
Lowe, Alex
L~ Gryte, Ralph E.
v’ White, Frank W.
v” Dawson, Fred H.
L Kettner, John O«
- Forsythe, Rs Ha
v Dammann, Herman :
v Ihorkelson Theos Eu
W Hahlstrand, ﬂarry L (chaivman)-
0 Rourke, J. . :
l/JEISOWSkl Raympnd J.
L’MacKinnon, George
t-Wier, Roy W.
AHayford, Andrew O.
“Youngquist, W. R~
~Weeks, John. A,
L~ Tighe, Richard L, -!
“Masek, Joseph H..
—Kueffner, Albert.
~Sﬂelu2br, Je Ryt
t~Hall, Lawrence M.
~Eastvold, Carl J.
grissey, A« D.
Moors, F. F. 2
“Jesten, Olarence
" Kempfer, Hannah H.
L~-0st, William F.
Syreen, William-A.
Hart, R. T.
\~Lockhart, George O.
L Wanvick, Arne C.
“TLong, Fred D.. -
Lager, Martin P,
Green, ¥ A

L]

SENATE COMMITIEE ON EDUCATION:

Galwvin, M. J.
Richardson, William B.
M I"l]ny, Da D :
Imm, Val

Flnstad o ety X
Almen, A. L. (chairman)
Romberg, Frank F.
Schmechel, Herman
Ruotsinoja, Arvid
Anderson, William B,
Woolsey, Ralph V.
Foslien, Fred J.
Oliver, C. I

Adams, Charles E,
Tungseth, E. L.

County

Vlnona-— 1st District
Mower

Blue Earth

Rock

Lincoln

Marray

Pipestone

Lyon

-wRedwood

Nicollet
Dakota
Mcleod .
Renville
Kandiyohi
Wright
Hennepin .
Hennepin
Hennepin
Hennepin
Hennepin

-~Hennepin -

Hemnepin.- South Half
Ramsey - Sixth Ward
Ramsey - Seventh Ward
Ramsey - North
.Second Divlswon ~ Stearns
Big Stone

Stevens

Traverse

Clay

Otter Tail

Otter Tail

Crow Wing .

Carlton .

St. Louis

St. Louls

Hubbard

Kittson

Roseau

Winona

Qlmsted

Faribault

Blug Earth

Cottonwood, Jackson

Lyon, Yellow Medicine

Brown, Redwood '

Renville
Mesker

Hennepin

Stearns

Douglas, Pope

Big Stone, Grant, Stevens,Traverse
Cook, Iake, St. Louis
Clearwater,Pennington,Red Lake
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Citizens'! Committee on Publie School Finance

The twelfth conference of the Citizens' Committee on Public School Finance
was held on March 2, 1935, at the Leamington Hotel, Mr. Mather presiding. Mrs.
Steefel acted as secretary until the arrival of the secretary. Mr. Mather re-
ported that we had been unable to secure the services of Mr. Andreen because of
the failure of the school board to release him for the work. The board in New
Ulm was dissatisfied because the distribution of the aid was not on the basis of
school population of the district, but on attendance. However, Mr. Mather had
secured the consent of ex-Senator Gus Widell of Mankato to part time service.
Mr., Widell did not run for this session, but has had much experience in the
legislature. He was effective in working for Mankato State Teachers' College.
He can give three days a week, in which case we should have a full time person
on the job. Mr. H. A. Garrison was suggested to carry on with the assistance
of Mr. Widell for a limited number of days. Mr. Young said Mr. Widell has valuable
contacts in the legislature and is well qualified for the job.

The treasurer's report was read and accepted.

Mr. Mather showed estimates worked out by Mr. Andreen of the effect of
H. F. 382 in Brown County, as an example of the way in which this measure would
help outstate schools. A tentative le tter to be sent members of the legislature
explaining the Citizens'! Committee and the bill was read and mpproved. It is to
be accompanied by the cartoon showing the need of a more satisfactory tax basis
for education.

Mrs. Painter reported for the publicity committee. A series of bulletins
has been sent throughout the state to a selected mailing list of organizations
sponsoring the bill or interested in the supnort of education. A pamphlet has
been prepared explaining H. F. 382. BRadio talks have been given over WICN and
WCCO by Mr. Mather, Mrs. Powers, and Mrs., Painter. A radio dialogue is being pre-
pared. TFollowing Mr. Andreen's suggestion, @ letter was sent to school board
clerks throughout the state asking for support of H, F. 382.

lrs. Gruner reported for work done in Minneapolis, saying that all schools
are organized with legislative chairmen under district chairmen. Speakers have
been provided, cards have been sent to the legislature, and the parents are
waiting further instructions nas to what they shall de. They are most anxious to
help, showing a real interest and concern over financial relief for schools. She
asked whetner they should recommend cards and resolutions or telephone calls and
personal interviews. Mr. Mather replied that contacts by = rsons of political
influence were most effective. Next came sheer weight of numbers, showing that
maeny people are interested and that a popular demand exists. Telephone calls
ghould be discouraged as legislab ors are very busy. West district was mentioned
as having been very well organized. Some schools have sent in as many as a
thousand cards, others less. Many send about forty or fifty from a P, T. A. It
was stated that cards should not be identical, but that each should write his own.

Mr. Glover was asked if he had information on outstate amctivity. He said he
wasnot in a position to lmow, but that Hemnepin County was at work and others
probably are. Letters coming to the secretary show a widespread outstate interest.
Mr. Glover asked why the amendment had been suggested. It was explained that
changes had been made at the elewventh conference to avoid unconstitutionality and
to try to simplify work for the county auditor. Mr. Garrison suggested that
further changes in detail might be advised as the bill progressed, but that the
principle would remain the same. The simplest possible machinery is advisable.

The question was also raised as to whether or not we should favor the paying in
full of older state aids before apportioning this aid. Agreed that this bill was
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in addition to other state aids and that money for them should be gained inde-
pendently. Moved and carried that the pamphlet explaining H. F. 382 be approved.

Miss Mullane of St. Paul was called upon to report for St. Paul. She
brought a bill designed to help the St. Paul schools in the difficulty they now
have in regard to all state aid, which goes into a common city fund because there
is no school board but a comission form of government of which schools are a part,
The bill would provide that all money distributed as state aid should be used
exclusively for education and shall not be included in per canita limitations but
should be in addition to the local levy. It will affect St. Paul only, and will
change an amendment to the City Charter of July 16, 1923, Section 201, which
allowed state education funds to go into a city miscellaneous fund. St. Paul would
like an endorsement of this bill which will also be endorsed by the City Council.
Legislative action is necessary to safeguard these funds for education., It was
moved and carried that we endorse the principle of earmarking the funds for edu-
-cation to safeguard St. Paul schools in securing state aid.

Mrs. Denny asked whether we had given up activity for the larger unit of
school administration. Reply was made that, on the advice of the executive
committee, we were concentrating on H. F, 382, and that in the opinion of those
most interested in the larger unit, there was nothing that our committee could do
at present. We shall continue to follow the advice of Dr, Engelhardt in this
matter.

Question was asked as to whether there should be a Citizens' Committee in
S5t. Paul. Mrs. McManigal reporting for Mrs. Linsley said that is a local matter
and that work was being done through the parent-teacher groups.

Duluth was then called upon. Mr. Young reported that a Citizens' Committee
formed there had made a controversial sub-committee report covering many matters
instead of limiting itself to meeting the present emergency. Much discussion
has been aroused. The report is now being modified. Tye teacher association
itself is lukewarm in supporting the bill, as it is busy with local difficulties
over a suit for the reinstatement of the salary schedule. Considerable interest
is being shown by the parents. They will probably develop a support of the bill.
Request was made that fifty copies of the pamphlet be sent to Mr. Arthur M. Clure,
704 Torrey Building.

Mr, Mather announced that there would probably be no further meetings of the
committee, as the matter is now in the hands of the legislators.

Mr. Garrison told briefly of what he had picked up in his days at the legis-
lature, Probably the matter will not come up until the week of the eleventh in
the House.. It hasnot been introduced in the Senate. Work should be done there
to get it properly sponsored.

Mr. Mather reminded those present that mailing costs will continue, as well
as printing costs. Expenses of lobbyist will have to be met, We shall need more
funds, probably about $400 more, of which about half is in sight.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted

CLARA S, PAINTER, Secretary
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THE HOME STRETCH !

COULITTER'S OBJECTIVE The Citigens! Committee had as thieir objective
$25,000,000 STATE AID carrying schools through the financial crisis
ZOR SCEQOQLS without increasing the burden on real estate

and property. It was their conclusion that
the state should bear half of the costs of education, because sources
of revemie other than the property tax are available to the state.
This support of schools would give more nearly equal educational
opportunity to all children and would reliove the local property tax
of part of the burden which it has been carrying. The total amount
needed for schools on a minimum standard is $50,000,000. This means
that, under the committece's plan, the state's share should be
$25,000,000.
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PRESENT STATE AID There arc many forms of state aid. For your
SUMMARI ZED convenience, we shall summaarize them as

follows. The figures are estimates, made as
carefully as possible.

1. Permanent Endowment Fund (approximate) $2, 500,000
2. Current School Fund (state 1 mill) 1,400,000
3. Special State Aid (75 per cent of normal) 4,500,000
4, Income Tax 2,000,000
5. Gross Earnings, Evening Schools and

Library ____ 200,000

Total, School Year 1933-4 $10, 600,000

State's lodified Special Aid Bill

(estimated to pay Item 3 in full,

according to the revised bill) 2,000,000
Yew Items in State's Modified Speclal :

Ald Bill (estimste) ' 1,500,000

Total Under State's Modification $14, 100,000

oM ok ok ok ke ok ko ok ke ok ok ok ok K ok B




(Citizens' Committee on Public School Finance
March 26 - Page 2)

CONTEMPLATED AID You will notice that these contemplated aids
INADEQUATE fall short of the $25,000,000. They rep-

resent only 56 per cent of the amount needed
for schools., These aids meet the needs of some commnities. 1In
order that the needs of all communities may be met, and in order
that property may be relieved of part of its local costs of schools,
H.F, 382 (S.F. 1144) is needed. This bill will bring to every
comrmanity money which it would not otherwise have,- money which is
badly needed both to relieve the property burden and to enable
schools to contimue to operate on cven a minimum standard of educa-
tional efficiency. ¥
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PROPOSED STATE AID Enclosed is a summary gziving rough estimates
DISTRIBUTION of what each county may expect to receive

under H.F. 382 (S.F. 1144). As noted on the
sheet, aggregate daily attendance will be somewhat different from
average daily attendance in some localities. There is no serious
objection to changing thae base to average daily attendance, as in
general the difference is slight. Please study the tabulation and
sce what it would do for your county. You can figure it for your
own district roughly by multivlying the number of children in your
district by $23. Seoc what rclief this extra aid offers to your
local situation.
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IMMEDIATE ACTION Immediate action by those interested in
NECESSARY this bill is necessary in order that the

legislature, in forming its tex program,
may moke adequate provision for the needs of education. The tax
program is now being formed. :

In concluding what may be the last of the series of bullotins
issued by the Citizens' Committee, we wish to roeemphasize two
points.

First. Schools face an acute financial crisis this year and
next. Their needs cannot be postponed, nor can they be met by
local property taxes alone,

Second, This plan transfers part of the cost of schools from
the local community, which depends on the real estate and property t
tax, to the state, which has other sources of taxable wealth. It

safeguards education and molzas possible an equitable distribution
of the tax load.
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ROUGH BSTIMATE OF

STATE AID WHICH WOULD BE DISTRIRUTED
UNDER THE TERMS OF H, F. NO. 3B2

| Pupils in Average . ate Aid at $23 Per Puﬂ11 (811,400,000
| Daily Attendance* | vided by Estimated Atte dance)
County | High & Gr.| " High & Gr, | Ungr

Elem,Dist. Elem.Dist. ~Jist; Total

Ungr,
Elem,Dist.

|
|
:
ATTKIN 5 i 2250 $ 31,6 $ 83,421
ANOXA 2899 1128 66, o77 25,9! _ 92,621
.Dfu TR 1839 2722 42,297 2,606 | 104,503
ELTRAMI 2091 2039 ug. ,093 » 89 : 94,990
BEHTON | 12ho 1556 ! Es,ﬁpo 35 bk,308
BIG STONE . g22 29,3 3,906 148,300
BLUE EARTH 1070 1707 93, olO G et 132,871
BROWN 1868 1601 u2,964 3 719787
CARLTON 3412 1513 : ?g,h76 g 113,275
CARVER 909 955 : 20,907 21,96/ 42,872
CASS 1814 1689 41,722 18, 80,569
CHIPPEWA 1748 1569 ho,204 | 6 16,291
CHI SAGO 1178 1298 27 ,094 9, 85! 56,948
CLAY 3102 1542 71,346 5,466 | 106,812
CLEARVATE 747 | 1185 17,388 . 1 , 255 : L, 436
COOK 2ug 202 . 5,704 | 6 10,350
COTTONWOOD 1771 1427 | 40,733 | : 73,554
CROW WING U265 1618 98,095 37,2 { - 135,309
DAKOTA Llpo 1810 101,706 | Hig 143,236
DODGE 1207 {1303 27,761 ; 29,96 57 5730
DOUGLAS 1924 | 1890 _ L, o582 13, 87,722
FARIBAULT 2748 1641 63,204 W | 100,947
| FILIMORE | 2640 2481 60,720 : 7,06 117,783
FREEBORN 2870 263 66,010 | 60,58 126,592
GOODHUE 3229 216l - 74,267 172 124,039
GRANT g12 1007 } 18,676 23,16 41,837
HENNEPIN 85154 | 3177 1,958,542 ; j 2,031,613
HOUSTON 849 1426 19,557 o | 2 | 52,325
HUBBARD 1252 | 932 . 28,796 | 21,43 50,232
ISANTI 741 1519 i 17,043 j I 51,980
ITASCA 7329 159 168,567 | 3,6 172,224
JACKSON 1632 1689 37,536 | 38, 76,383
NABEC ; 736 1178 16,928 b 27,08 44,022
KAWDI YOHI 2195 2406 50,1485 5543 105,823
EKIT730W 981 108 . P2 ,56% 24,97 47,541
KOOCHL CHITG 2275 657 . He 325 5 67,436
LAC QUI PARIE 1266 1679 29,118 .6 67,735
LAXE 1524 35,052 _ 35,052
LAKE OF THE _
WOODS 411 570 3,453 : 22,56%
LE SUEUR | 1h1ik | 1257 32,522 £,9 61,433
| LINCOLN 1286 1154 ' 29,578 | 26,542 ' 56,120
| LYON 2605 1570 I~ '$9,935 I 36 ‘96,025
McIEOD 1943 1402 ' Wi, 689 | %22 76,935
MAHNOMEN pU1 681 14,743 : 5,6 30,406
MARSHALL 1622 1866 37,306 2 80,224
(continded on page 2)
|




ROUGH ESTIMATE OF
STATE AID WHICH WOULD Bl DISTRIBUTED
UfDER THE TERMS OF H. F. ¥0, 382
page 2

" Pupils in Average tate Aid at $23 Per Pupil ($11,400,000
| Daily Attendance divided by Estimated Attendaucs)

Gr. Uner.,

Elem.Dist, | Total

|Eigh & Gr.| Ungr. “High

&
|Blem,Dist, |Elem,Dist, Elem.Dist.

$ 40,986 | $101,522
46,046 78,499
35,305 | 70,656
13,531 | 119,78

!

!

|

|

2632 1782 $ 60,536 !

MEERT: 1411 2002 32,453 |

| MILLE LACS 1537 1535 35,351 |

MORRI SO 2011 3197 46,253 |
MOWZR | 3684 1648 84,732 | 37,904 | 122,636
MURRAY 850 1805 19,560 | | 41505 61,065
¥l COLIZT | 1330 936 30,590 % 21,528 52,118

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

i

|

1
|
|
|
|
|
|

NOBLES 1819 1627 41,837 37,421 79,258
NORMAN 1170 | 1667 26,910 38,341 65,251
OLMSTED - L4278 | 1925 Q8,394 Yy ,275 | 142,669
OTTER TAIL 3781 | 5806 86,963 133,538 220,501
PENSI FGTON 1665 837 38,295 19,251 57 4546
PINE 2191 2293 50,393 52,739 103,132
PIPESTONE 1518 1299 74,914 29,877 &4,791
POLK 3587 3314 82,501 76,222 158,723
POPE 1450 1375 33,350 31,625 64,975
RAMSEY 33982 141y 919,586 32,522 952,108
RED LAXE 509 870 11,707 20,010 G PO 6
REDW00D 2270 2138 52,210 | 49,174 101,384
RENVILLE 210 | 2022 55,430 | U6,506 101,936
RICE 2731 { 168 62,813 38,778 101,591
ROCK 11k 1142 26,2u3 | 26,266 52,509
ROSEAU 1176 1586 27,048 36,473 63,526
ST, IQUIS 41795 5118 961,285 |  118,h04 | 1,079,689
SCOTT 19 1047 18,837 | 24,081 | 42,918
SEZRBURNE 877 861 20,171 | 19,803 39,974
SIBLEY 1067 1349 2l , Kl 31,027 55,568
STEARNS 1582 5365 . 105,386 123,395 228,781
STELLE 2320 1389 53,360 | 31,947 85,307
STEVENS 963 1061 22,264 24,403 46,667
SWIFT 1772 A515 40,756 34 ,8L5 5,601
TODD 2380 2639 B4, 740 60,697 115,437
TRAVERSE 689 9oL 15,847 | 20,792 36,639
WABASHA 1587 1511 36,501 34,753 71,254
WADENA 1199 12u5 27 577 28,635 56,212
WASECA 141k 1238 32,522 28,47k €0,996
WASHINGTON 2805 1453 64,515 33,419 97,934
{ WATOUWAN 1130 1103 25,990 25,369 /1,359
| WILEINW T4 1008 17,802 | 23,184 40,986
WINCNA 3065 1813 70,518 41,699 112,217
WRIGHT 226 2678 55,798 | 61,534 - 117,392
YELIOW MEDICINEG | 1019 1494 W 137 34,362 18,499

I -
| GRAND TOTAL | 330,286 | 144,838 §7+596,578 (83,332,424  |$10,929,002

* Figures for 19312
Note: These figures are based on averagze daily attendsnce because figures on aggre~
gate daily attendance were not easily available, In some cases there would be
considerable difference, On the whole the difference is slight,




INSTRUCTIONS FOR IMMEDIATE ACTION

READ CAREFUILY, PLEASE!

The children cannot act to protect themselves. They must depend
on you to act for them. It is now March 26. The legislature adjourns
April 25. Probably the most effective time for letters to be sent is
during the coming week, when the tax program will be nearing completion.

What You Can Do. Write.

Write, and get as many citizens as you can to write in from your
comminity. Get the leaders in your locality if you can. Letters in
children's handwriting should not be sent.

To Whom You Should Write.

First, to your legislators,- the representatives and senators from
your district., If you do not know their names, ask your postmaster or
your school principal.

Second, to the Governor.

A1l mail should be sddressed to the State Capitol, St. Paul.

What the Cards or Letters Should Say.

They should be written not from a set form, but in your own words.
The spirit should be friendly. In writing representatives, give the
house number first, viz., "H.F. 382 (S.F. 1144)." In writing senators,
give the senate number first, viz., "S.F. 1144 (H.F. 382)." Ask for
support of H.F. 382 (S,F. 1144) and whatever tax program is needed to
supply enough money for schools,

WE'RE ON THE LAST STRETCH. DO NOT DELAY.

WO R W O K Wk

"Democracy plays with the fire of dictatorship when it fails to educate
the mass mind to the highest possible degree."--Pittsburgh Press

"On the diffusion of education among the people rest the preservation
and perpetuation of our free institutions."--Daniel Webster
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CITIZENS'! COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SCHOOL FINANCE ' -

GLENN MATHER, CHAIRMAN CLARA Se PAINTER (MRS.HeKs), SECRETARY
3957 LYNDALE AVENUE SOUTH 4817 FREMONT AVENUE SOUTH
. MINNEAPQLIS, WINNESOTA

BULLETIN NO. 7 APRIL 3, 1935
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE After two very brief hearings, S. F. 1144 (H. ¥,
PASSES S. F. 1144 382) passed the Education Committee last week by
a vote of 7 to 3. It is now before the Tax
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OMNIBUS BILL PAYS The Omnibus Tax Bill is now under consideration.

STATE EXPENSES Originally this provided a $26,000,000 fund to

FIRST replace property tax levies. State expenses
running from $18,000,000 to $22,000,000 are to

be met first, the remainder %o go to schools. There is grave danger

that state expenses will creep up and that there will not be an ade-

quate remainder for schools, A definite appropriation measure is

still needed. If school needs are not met by the state, local property

will have to contimie to carry the burden and the schools will still be

crippled.
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$26,000,000 FUND Strong pressure is being put upon the legislature,
MUST NOT BE by groups not wishing to be taxed, to pare the
REDUCED total below $26,000,000. Reductions from that

figure will be at the expense of schools and will
fail to shift the burden of costs from the local propartv tax.
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TWO THINGS YOU Write or wire your legislators and the Governor
SHOULD ASK FOR in as large numbers as you can. Ask them not to

reduce the Omnibus Tax Bill below $26,000,000.
Ask also for a definite appropriation for schools as suggested in H, F.
382 (S. F. 1144). THE VOTE MAY COME ANY DAY!
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CITIZENS' COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SCHOOL FINANCE

GLENN MATHER, CHAIRMAN CLARA S. PAINTER (MRS.H.Ks), SECRETARY
3057 LYNDALE AVENUE SOUTH . 4817 FREMONT AVENUE SOUTH

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA

BULLETIN NO. 7 MAY 6, 1935
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A SUMMARY

THE LEGISLATURE IS Now that the legislative session is over,
"EDUCATION CONSCIOUS" the committee wishes to express to you

its appreciation of what has been accom~
plished through your very effective cooperation. Never before have
the forces interested in education been so effective. The net re-
sults in dollars and cents may be slight because of political con-
ditions over which we could have no control, but the principle for
which we have been working has been advanced. Never has there been
a legislature more conscious of tihe needs of schools, or more
anxious to meet them.
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SCHOOL AID DEPENDENT It was realized, of course, that any hope
ON SHIFTING OF TAX for relief from the local burden on
RURDEN property, and for schools, was dependent

on a new tax program. OQur position was
not to become involved in disputes over tax programs, but to have
provision for schools included in whatever program was agreed uvon
by the legislature. It was hoped that local property would be re-
lieved from part of its school costs through an increase in the
state share financed by new revemue measures. That was the princi-
ple expressed in H, F. 382 (S, F. 1144).

ook Kk ok ok ok ok ok o o ok ok ok K K W ok K

OMNIBUS BILL MADE The result of your work for H, F. 382 was
PROVISION FOR that the needs of the schools were given
SCHOOQLS consideration in the Omnibus Bill, which

was the tax program evolved by the major-
ity of this legislature. Impartial observers remarked that the
schools had fared well in this bill. Although it came far short of
a fifty-fifty sharing of costs, it did provide all that we could
reasonably expect for schools at this time.
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(Citizens' Committee on Public School Finance
May 6 - Page 2)

¥

WHAT THE OMNIBUS BILL In the first place, the Omnibus Bill
MIGHT HAVE DONE doubled the revenue fram the income tax,

earmarking that revemue for schools. To
have held that intact for schools was in itself a major accomplish-
ment. In addition, all residue left from the new revemie was
allocated for schools. It is hard to say what that would have meant.
Regular state expenses were estimated at $17,000,000 and receipts at
$23,000,000, with an additional appropriation for pensions of about
82,000,000, Experts stated that, with an improvement in business
and agricultural conditions (the crop outlook is good), the bill
might have raised $30,000,000 in another year. In that case, there
would have been real relief to the local property taxpayer and real
help to schools.

S ook koo sk %k ok %k ok sk ok sk ok ok ok N Mk ok ok

TAX CHANGE FAILED The failure to reach an agreement between
the governor and the legislature meant
failure of tax change, and the collapse, for the time being, of a
shifting of the burden of Support. We have not attempted to fix
responsibility for that failure., OQur only concern was to secure

relief for schools if possible, without increasing the burden on real
estate.

*******************

SOME GAINS MADE Certain other gains were made for schools.
The appropriations for public schools were
increased by about $750,000 per year in such a way as to give in-
creased ald to those districts least able to take care of their
school needs, in accordance with the major bills of the State Depart-~
ment. An amendment to the income tax, affecting the use of income
tax receipts in cities of the first class, was passed., A peculiar
combination of two budgets, one for debt and one for current expense,
couoled with local millage limitations, made such action imperative,
but it was deemed purely a local matter. The rates of the income tax

have not been changed, as proposed changes were lost with the Omnibus
Bill,
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(Citizens' Committee on Public School Finance
May 6 - Page 3)

PRINCIPLE OF MORE STATE Major programs involving a fundamental
ATID MUST BE MAINTAINED change in tax programs are not to be
accomplished in a day. If the constitu-
tlonal limitation amendment is passed, taking away real estate
levies for state purposes, tax reform must be accomplished within
the next two years. In the coming sessions of the legislature,
the problem for those interested in schools will be the same,
namely, to keep beforec the legislature the needs of schools.
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INCREASE IX STATE Another legislature may work out a very
SUPPORT NECESSARY different tax program, In whatever pro-

gram is evolved, we rust see to it that
state responsibility for schools be assumed in an increased degree.
Such an increase is necessary both to relieve property and to
equalize educational opportunity. Therc is much to be done to ex-
plain this program to the public. We nced to correct the erroneous
impression that increased state costs mean necessarily increased
money for schools. The increase in state support is necessary to
offset a decreased reveme from local property taxes and to shift
the tax burden.
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SCHOOL SITUATION The situation in regard to schools and
REMAINS ACUTE taxation remains acute. In all pub-

licity regarding increases in state aid,
we must bear in mind the fact that local reverme from the property
tax has decreased, and will probably continue to decrease. Reduced
valuations, "homestead exemptions, ! delinquency, all mean that a
mill brings in mach less than formerly. As long as schools con-
time to rely almost exclusively on the property tax, their
condition, as well as the condition of the property owner, will
continue to romain serious. In commnitios with mill limitations,
the schools arc faced with disaster becsuse of the reduced value
of the mill.
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(Citizens' Committee on Public School Finance
May 6 - Page 4)

WILL YOU KEEP At present there exists a widespread in-
INTEREST ALIVEY terest in public schools. May we depend on

you to keep that interest alive in your
commnity? We hope that you will keep yourself informed and keep
your community informed on the needs of our public schools and their
relation to the tax problem, If any of your legislators are on the
interim tax committee, talk over the matter with them, explaining
this shifting of burden from the local property tax to other sources
of wealth. We are the means whereby a widespread interest in schools
is made manifest to the legislature. We must continue by hard work
and sustained effort until equal and adequate educational opportunity
for every child in Minnesota exists in fact as well as in the pages
of our state constitution.
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YOUR HEIP VILL BE llay we depend on you, when the time comes,

FEEDED IN FUTURE to bo as effective in future sessions as

SESSIONS you were in the last, in presenting the
cause of education to those framing our tax

program? What you have accomplished has been of inestimable value

in safeguarding education for the future generation of citizens, and

in preparing for a sound, equitable means of financing that education.
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"THE CHILDREN CANNOT ACT TO PROTECT THEMSELVES;

THEY MUST DEPEND ON YOU TO ACT FOR THEM,Y
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JOINT MEETING OF LEGISLATIVE AND EXECUTIVE COMIITTEZS
CITIZENS' COlLITTEE OF FUBLIC SCHOOL FINANCE

ROOK 3, CITIZENS AID BUILDING

4ot South Eighth Street, Minneapolis

MONDAY, OCTOBER 21, 1935
Meeting called for 7:“5 Pe M

A specisl session of the Legislature is to be called
this fall, Undoubtedly there will be numerous proposals for re-
vision of our tax system. There will certainly be many sugges-
tions made for securing the money needed for financing the
proposed social legislation. For that reason it is important
that the friends of education be well informed and ready to
meke certain that whatever changes are made, there shall be
adequate funds for the public school system.

At this particular time we need to reassemble our
forces, bring ourselves up to date, and become acquainted with
such new officers and chairmen as have been added to the
cormittees,

From the standpoint of numwbers of people and the
amount of money involved, we believe this problem of safc-
guarding the financial support of the public education warrants
the best efforts of us ~ll. We hope that you will be able to
attend in person and meet with the two committees named above,
If you connot be present, mey we ask you to send a personal
reoresentative in addition to the members from your organize~
tions who may be members of cither of the two committees.

We hope to see you on the twenty-first,

Cordially yours,

GLENN MATHER, Chairman
CLARA S, PAINTER, Secretary

10-10-35
4o copics







The Citizens! Committee on Public School Finance

A special meeting of the legislative committee, the executive committee, and
the presidents of cooperating organizations was held Monday evening, October 21,
1935, at the Citizens Aid Building, Mr. Umstattd presided in the absence of Mr,
Mather. The following were present: Mrs., F. A, Wentink (St. Paul P.T.A.), Mr.
Henry Rottschaefer, Mr. M. M. Pennell (M.E.A.), Miss Ruth Mitchell, Miss Mary R.
Byrnes, Mrs. A. L. Lathers, Mrs. Thomas Mohn, Mrs, M, W. Smith, Mrs, E. W. Linde~
mann, Mr. 0. S. Glover, Mr, Lynn Thompson, Mr. Theodore Utne, Dr, John G. Rock-
well, Dr, E, T, W, Boquist, Mrs. A. L. Ladd, Mrs, John Kuehl, Mrs, S. E. Linsley,
and Mrs, E. X, Painter.

The secretary gave a brief summary of the past work of the Citizens' Committee,
emphasizing the fact that the committee had studied carefully before formulating
its program, that it had eveolved a program for the financing of education which
was aimed at having the state assume a greater proportion of the costs of schools
in order to have a greater degree of cducational opportunity for all children and
a more equitable distribution of the tax burden, It was made clear that although
the committec wanted increased statc aid, the meang by which the moncy is to be
raised is a political question which the legiglature and the governor must deter-
mine, Our part is to create in the legislaturce and among the citizens an undor-
standing of the necds of the schools and of the value of a revision of the present
method. of support which puts the burdon almost entirely oh the real cstate and
property tax,

It was generally agrecd that the activities of this committee in support of
H.F. 382 had resulted in the creation of a vital public interest in the support
of schools, which was reflected in the provisions of the Omnibus Tex Bill and in
the bill for the cities of the first class which allowed the income tax proceeds,
within limits, to be diverted to maintenance in order to replace the reduced re-
venue from the real cstate and property tax, and in the generally friendly attitude
towards schools which was characteristic of the last session of the lezislature,
An article to that point appeared in the May issue of the M,E.A. Journal. The
value of the bulletins has been universally accepted,

Mr, Utnc then rcported on tho bills affecting cducation that were passed at
the last session. There were four of state wide significance,

1., The revigion of tho method of apportionment which shifted the appor-
tionment from the forty days in attendance basis to average daily
attendance, a long step forward.

Rovision of taxes on agriculturel lands for the support of schools.

Revision of the state aid law in regard to supplemental state aid, a
step in the dircction of helping those districts too poor to pro-
vide adequate education for children. From $13,000,000 to $14,000-
000 is available for schools this year: $500,000 for apportionment,
$3,000,000 from the income tax, $7,000,000 for special state aid

of which $3,000,000 is available for supplemontal aid which is the
part of statc aid distributed on the basis of nced, Certain aids
are to be paid in full, namely, (1) tuition, (2) teacher training
schools, (3) transportation of crippled childrem. The balance

will be prorated, as not enough money will be available to pay all




The Citizens! Committec on Public School Finance - 2,

aids in full, Woroc therc cnough to pay a2ll aids in full, wec should
have moved further along in the direcction of a fifty-fifty sharing
of costs, Probably from 60 per cont to 70 per cent of the state
aid will be prorated. The prorating of supplemental state aid is
very hard on poor districts which have to depeud so largely on
state aid for the education of children,

4, Provision for six year high schools.,

Miss Byrnes asked what cstimates were available as to the amount of moncy
needod to take carc of proposcd pension measures. Unofficisl ecstimates were re-
ported as high as $9,000,000 to $10,000,000 for the first year. Mr, Umstattd asked
what thie present situation was as to the proportion of school costs now borne by
the state. Mr. Utne replied that $U46,000,000 was the peak amount for maintcnance,
Last year about $39,000,000 was spent. The amount will be greater this year as
costs have risen, so we shall probably reach a onc-third share for the gtate, The
amount of state aid has been increasing because of the Income Tex Law, and the
local amount has been decreasing because of reduced reveamue from the real estate
and property tax, Much of the income tax goecs for debt in most cases, though not
in the cities of the first class. Suck relief in debt provision offers relief to
the operating budget. Two-thirds of the children in the state are in high and
graded school districts, which have debts, In the rest of the districts, comprisin
the other third of the, scliool population, there is no debt, so moaey goes dircctly
for maintenance. If the money voted for schools were actually aveilable, we
should have a 40-60 ratio of support between state and local comrmumnity.

Question wae next raised as to what effect proposed pension legislation will
have on schools. Will the money be diverted from schools for this and other pur-
poses? Will they vote social legislation without providing new sources of re-
venue with which to finance such measures? Mr. Utne spoke of the danger of amending
income tax to secure more revenue and directing part to other purposes. Dr. Rock-
well said he believed there was no immediate danger of schools losing the money
they have, because of a vital interest in public cducation. The State Department
would like to sec all state aids paid in full, If more money were to be received
from the income tax than is needed to pay state aids in full and could be used
for maintenance, then appropriations for education now paid from the general re-
venue fuad could be reduced, and the money formerly used for schools from that
fund used for other state purpogses, It is advisable to keep the income tax in-
tact for schools and use it as a meansg, if itsproceeds are increased, of relieving
other state appropriations for schools,

Question was then raised as to what would happen to present state aids if
the constitutional amendment were passed and no agreement were reached on new
sourceg of revenue, The result of course would be fatal.

Dr, Rockwell then spoke of the nced of safeguarding ilo, 289 passed at the
last session. This measure mekes for a larger administrative wit and is already
encouraging the consolidation of districts. Opposition is coming from county
superintendents whose authority is lessened uader Consolidation. This bill shifts
the burden of taxation from the farmer to the state, however, and for that roason
is popular in commuities profiting from it, The actual results of this bdill can
be better schools at a reduced cost.

Question was then raiscd as to what this group needs to do in the coming ses-
sion, and where its help might be nceded, Dr, Rockwell said that we could stand
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for:
The payment of state aid in full:
The protection of 289;
3. The eodification of schiool laws.

It was agrecd that one and two worc along the lines alrcady esdopted by this
group. It was fclt that three was outside the spherc of this committee at preseat,
Dr. Rockwell made the point that qualifications of teachers, tonure, and adequate
financial support were all bound togethor. He stated that the rovision of state
ald fronm its epportionment on a forty-day basis to an averasc daily attendance
will doubtless result in the eclinination of the seventy-cicht one yecar teacher
training departnonts in high schools, as it takos the rionecy-nelking featurc away
from schools oporating the one year training courses,

Mr. Thonmpson asked what the attitude of the group would be towards the bill
for Federal Aid which is geining heedway. It was azrced thot nembers of the con-
nittee would be slad t¢ be provided with copics of the proposcd law, It was
generally azreced that we should try to koep the income tax intact for schools., It
was voted that this cormittee pass a resolution commendin: the lerislature for its
educational bills pessed at the last session, and askinz that sufficient funds
be supplicd tc enable state aidg provided by law to be paid in full. Asreed that
this resolution should be used vhon and if it becarme advismble or unecessary to
use it, and that nothinsg could be geined by cormmmicating with the legislature
at present, Such a rosolution will be of value to representatives of orpanize~
tions as indicating the conclusions of the committco.

It was also voted to favor the continuation of 289, encourazing larzer ad-
ministrative mits,

Mr, Unstattd -ave the finencial report showing a balance of $37.93 in tho
treasury and pointing out the nced for contributions from nmomber orsanizetions
if any further bulletins are to be sent. It was susrested that o call be sent
organizations for funds.

Question was asked as to whether we should spproach the niembors of the in-
torin tax cormittes, Mrs, Ladd replied that in her opinion it would be valuable
if individual nembers would sce such nembers of the cormittec as they could, so
that cducation would be siven due cousideration in any tax plons to be nade.

Mrs. Mohn spoke of the continued interest and cooperation of the Federated Clubs,
and Mrs, Lathcers of the intercest of the P.T.A. State Con~ress and its desire
to be siven all inforration availabla,

Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
CSP:LE Clara 8.  Painter, Seecrctary
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THE OUTLOOK

CITIZENS' COMMITTEE This bulletin is being sent to those who have
STILL ACTIVE been on the mailing list of the Citizens' Com-
mittee and to such new names as have been sent
to the secretary. You have been wondering, possibly, whether the
Citizens' Committee is still active. It is, and its officers have
been in touch with matters pertaining to education. There has been
a joint meeting of the executive board with the legislative com-
mittee and the legislative advisory committee, composed of repre-
sentatives of participating organizations, in anticipation of the
special session of the legislature called for December 2. We hope
that the work done with your help last year was so effective in
registering public support of education with the legislature that
we shall not need to be so active in this special session.
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IEGISLATURE HEIPED The last session did well by schools. It
SCHOOLS changed the method of apportioning state aid
to a basis of average daily attendance instead
of the old forty days in attendance, a long step forward. It re-
vised the taxation of agricultural lands for school purposes. It
improved the laws in regard to supplemental state aid for the
poorer districts of the state. It passed 289, which makes for more
efficient administration of schools and which is bringing good
results to the districts which have talen advantage of its pro-
visions. In addition, it appropriated money for schools which would
carry us forward materially in our efforts to get a fifty-fifty
sharing of costs between the state and the local commnity and
would lessen the burden now borne so heavily by the local real es-
tate and property tax,
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STATE IS SHORT QF Unfortunately, however, money is not available
FUNDS to pay all the appropriations voted. As yet
the state has not adopted a new system of taxa-
tion. There has been a lessening of receipts from the property tax
because of reduced valuations and increased delinquency, so the
sbate is short of funds. The state aids will have to be pro-rated.
Probably only 60 to 70 per cent of the money voted can be paid.
This means that the local commnity will get less help in relieving
their situations than would be the case if enough money were avail-
able to pay the aopropriations in full.
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SCHOOLS NEED PROCEEDS At present all proceeds from the Income Tax
OF INCOME TAX are held for schools. This meane that the
amount of state aid for schools has increased,
and will contimue to increase as economic conditions improve. That
in turn can mean protection of educational opportunity and relief
for the local proverty taxpayer. At this session there will be,
doubtless, an intensive search for funds to finance proposed social
security legislation. We need to be sure that in any method of
raising money or revising taxation there shall be due consideration
of the need for increased state aid for schools. Any lessening of
such aid must result in lessening education services or an increased
load on real estate. In the mean time, educational opportunity is
being curtailed in many places in the state; funds are universally
inadequate to meet the needs. Overcrowding of classrooms, inade-
quate buildings, underpaid teachers, are some of the indications that
school services are suffering.
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SAFEGUARD INCOME This committee has always kept clear of the
TAX FOR EDUCATION political issues involved in methods of taxa-
tion. However, it seems to be the opinion
of those most interested in safeguarding public education that the °
income tax receipts should be held inviolate for schools. Revisions
can be made to increase the revenue from the Income Tax. Much of
this is needed to pay in full funds already voted. If a greatly
increased yield becomes available, it could well be used to relieve
and replace the money now obtained for schools from the property
tax, If the proposed constitutional amendment abolishing the state
levy on property is passed, some such source of revenue mist be ob-
tained to take the place of the levy now made for state aid to
schools.
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MINNESOTA HAS There has long been a precedent in this state,
ALWAYS PROTECTED dating from pioneer days, to safeguard educa-
SCHOOLS tion by earmarking certain funds for schools.

Such a policy was advocated by the founders of
the state, who never failed to stress the importance to the state
of a good system of schools. We should lose ground gained over a
long period of years were the income tax receipts thrown into a
general fund from which education might or might not get adequate
support.
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SCHOOLS CANNOT This is not the first time that our state
BE NEGLECTED has been faced with a need to balance its
budget or retrench in its expenditures.

Governor Marshall, in the days following the Civil War, advised
economy and retrenchment in state expenses, but not to the detri-
ment of schools. We quote from his message to the legislature.
"No state interest can claim as high consideration as the educa-
tion of our children. All other interests can be neglected with
less injury than this.' The advice is as good to-day as it was
in 1868. Let us hold the Income Tax for our public schools.
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What You May Do

It does not seem advisable to undertake a campaign of letters or
cards, If you know your legislators personally, or have friends who know
them, it might e well to talk informally with them, In such a friendly
conversation yow might do any or all of the following,

1, Express your appreciation of the friendly attitude of the last
session,

¢, Stress the value of increased state aid, both for equalizing
educational opportunity and for relieving local real estate taxes
by shifting some of the burden., In this you will have the support
of many taxpaying groups who are working to remove some of the un-
duly heavy burden from real estate. You may remember from earlier
bulletins that the major costs of schools are now carried by the
local community, which has to depend largely on the property tax.

3« Stand firmly for bholding the income tax receipts for schools

if it is productive enough, using it to relieve appropriations
now financed from property levies,

The comnittee is unable to state now whether it will be necessary
to send further bulletins or not, We want your continued interest, and
shall be hapry to keep you on the malling list. unless you wisk your name
removed, W+ weab cur mailing list up-to-date. If a successor has taken
your place, will you fill out and meil in the slip? Thank you.

My successor's name 1is

Address

Check the following:

[tl I should like to remain on the mailing list.

[j] I wish my name removed from the mailing list,

(8igned)

Address

Organization represented




Citizens! Committee on Public School Finance

Minneapolis, Minnegota

December, 1935

Dear Chai rman:

L
The executive board is releasing some figures and comments
on thig year's budget that you may find helpful. The information
enclosed, with Mr. Reed's report, "The Yecars of Depression," gives
you an up-to-date picture of our schools, which we hope you will
pass on to your organization.

We do not
will bring forth,

t know what the special session of the legislature
(0]
increaged state-aid
0

r what it will do to our taxes. We do know that
which can be finenced by something other than
the property tax, fers relief to a too much reduced budget for the
schools as well as for the property tax payer. At present receipts
from the income tax are held for schools. They have helped our
budget, dbut they still bring in less money than we need for an
adequate school budget.

1
f

We hope that the work done last ycar was so effective in
registering public support of our school gystem that we shall not
be called upon for an active campaign this year., We do ask, though,
that you keep yourself and your organization well informed so that
you will bte ready if the occasion demands your active support. We
continue to need an alert public opinion, founded upon & real under-
standing of our school program and itsg financial needs, We shall
count on you to lead that public opinion in your group. If you have
not a copy of "The Years of Depression," you may get one from the
Board of Education. We hope thd you will read it and pass its
story of the growth and the needs of our schools on to your organiza-
tion.

Our schools are doing a good job. They need our support,
both moral and financial,

Cordially yours,

CSP H LE
12/5/35
250 copieg
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REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COM/ITTEE
Citizens' Committee on Public School Finance

November, 1935

I..BUDGET
In a normal school budget, salaries malke up 85 per cent of the

total; other than salaries, 15 per cent. Because of the shortage of funds,
the other than salary item has been reduced to 13.5 per cent, making sala-
ries constitute 86,5 per cent of the budget, The 13,5 per ceut which gées
to other than salaries will cover only essential repairs and replacements,
and cannot be reduced. All reductions resulting from tax delinguency or
other factors reducing revenue must result in further salary reductions,

Expenditures

1935 1936

Personal $6,422,975  $6,229,640
Other than personal 903%,946 476,150

Total $7,336,921  $7,205,790
Table II shows the relation between expenditures and salary reduc-
tions.

Expenditure and Average Salarieg

Other Total Average Decrease
Tran Per- Yearly from
Year Salzries Salaries sonnel Salary 1931

1931 $1,230,495  $7,141,077 3482 $2,050
1932 929,312 6,551,523 3519 1,861
1933 763,918 5,423,138 3Lhp 1,575
1934 986,849 6,161,091 3397 . 1,813
193¢ 903,946 6,432,975 3441 1,370
1936 976,150 6,229,640 3400 1,832

Decrease 20.7% 12,8%

* Estimated on 10 per cent shortage in tax collections,
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I1. DECREASE IN REVENUE

In the last year there has been a change in the proportion of
school costs borne by the local property tax and the amount borne by the
state and federal government, Proceeds from the income tax have helped
in part to offset the decline in revenue from the local tax.

You will note that revenue from the property tax has declined 26.3
per cent since 1931; revenue from special taxes has increased 77.1 per cent;

and state and federal aid has increased U4.6 per cent. The total revenue,

however, has decreased 15.5 per cent, so it 1s evident that the additions

have by no means equaled the decrease in revenue from the property tax
which still carries the major burden of school costs.

School General Fund - Revenue Received

Property Special State and Total
Year Taxes Taxes Federal Aid Revenue

1931 $7,291,449 $1L9 ;591 $1,082,035 $8,523,075
1932 6,090,702 134,997 1,040,880 7,266,
1933 5,019,921 170,956 953,189 :
1934 6,062,208 193,586 912,611

1935** 5,430,225 265,000 1,565 ,828*

1936** 5,375,790 265,000 1,565 ,0C0%

Decrease 1,915,659 - dEpo o 1,317,285
26.3% 15.5%

Increase - 115,409 482,965 -
T7.1% 4y, 6%

* Includes proceeds of income tax - $550,000
**¥ Estimated

I1I. DECREASE IY EXPENDITURES
The tax rete in Minnespolis has increased over a period of years.
Assessed valuation has declined, and delinquency has increased, The result

has been a decrease in the amount of money available, and schools have had
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a sharp decrease in their budget,. They have economized in harmony with
the situation and balanced their budget.
You will note that salaries have been reduced 13,7 per cent in 1935
and will fall 17.8 per cent in 1936, according to estimates. Increased

collections from income tex or property tax will improve the situation.

Further delinquencies will mean greater cuts.

Reduction.ig_Expenditures

1931 1935* 1936*

Scheduled Salaries $7,141,077 $7,450,732 $7,578,760
Salaries Paid 7,141,077 6,432,975 6,229 ;640
Average Reduction - 13.7% 17.8%
Per Cent Below 1931 - 9.9% 12,8%
Other Than Salaries 1,230,495 903,946 976,150
Per Cent Below 1931 ~ 26.5% 20.7%

* Estimated shortage of 10 per cent
1V, IWCREASE IX IOAD
In the meantime enrollment in high schools has increased as has the
teacher's load.

School Enrollment — Based on September

Year Elem. Jr, High Sr, High

1926 47 ,249 16,118 11,234
1927 48,837 16,998 11,855
1928 49,008 17,797 12,264
1929 49,310 18,256 12,894
1930 49,104 ' 18,668 13,922
1931 48,891 18,925 15,430
1932 47,898 19,461 16,863
1933 46,334 19,863 17,618
1934 45,130 20,493 17,817
1935 43,796 20,4636 18,616
Increase

in 10 yrs. =«7.3% 28,0% 65.7%

Note - Elementary includes Kgn. and Specials
Jr, High includes 7-8 grades in elem, schools
Sr. High includes post graduate and vocationa
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Pupil-Teacher Ratios

February, 1931 February, 1935

Kindergarten 49,7 51.4
1-6 AR 38.6
Junior High Schools 29,3 510
Senior High Schools 28.3 30.3

V. SCHOOL TAX RATE AND OTHER TAX RATES

It is interesting to know the relationship of school costs to the
tax increases and other agencies of the government. The following table
shows that although the tax rate has increased by 35 per cent, school tax
rates have increased by only 1l per cent, which ig congiderably less than

state, county, or total city rate,

For
the 1) 8o
Year 2CA00.. Izls, Total

1926 ; 20. 6 73.25
1927 0k - 71,50
1928 ] ; 73.89
1929 74.19
1930 15,410
1931 75.00
1932 74,70
1933 74,64
1934 77.05
1935 99.00
Increase

in 10 yrs. 54% 15% - ' 35%

. € 9 .
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DECLINE IN RKCELZTS FROM PROPERTY TAX
The following table shows in a little different form the decline
in receipts from the property tax., Notice that one mill in 1936 brings

in much less money than it did in 1931.
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Proceeds from Qne Mill Levy - 1931-6

Assessed
Veluation Levy (1 Mill) Receipts

1931 $330,2u48,7u8 $330,248.75 $323,578
1932 330,853,639 330,853. 64 300,779
1933 318,255,404 318,255.40 264,216
1934 316,361,702 316,361,70 288,680
1935 262,329,723 262,329.72 236,097
1936 259,700 ,000* 259,700.00 233,730
* Estimate

SCHOOL ‘AND OTHER TAX LEVIES

The last table gives a more detailed view of the distribution of

the other city levies as compared with school levies. You will notice that

the Board of Education levy totals a decrease, Many of the increases have

been necessary. However, it is also evident that if you consider operating

expenses only, the school reduction is greater than other operating funds
in the city.

Tax Levies for 1936 and 1931

1936 1931 Inc, or Dec. Per Cent

Bd., of Educ. Levy 5,973,100 7,440,504 ~1,467 4ol -19.72
Other City Levies 13,130,432 13,117,481 12,951 .10
County Levy 2,363,270 2,344,766 18,504 .79
State Levy 7,464,308 1,865,905 1,598,493 . 85,67

PL4,931,200 24,768,656 162,54l .65

Note — 1936 levies are based on & valuation of $259,700,000 and the rates
fixed by the Board of Estimate and Taxation. The state rate,
13.%34 mills, is fixed by the state auditor.

Distribution of Other City Levies

Operating funds 5,953,623 7,298,498 -1,344,875
Bonds and interest 5,902,381 4,791,909 1,111,072
Teachers! pensions 389,550 495,373 - 105,823
Other pensions ggl,278 531,701 352,577
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By
CONCLUSIONS

Certain gencraligzations can be drawn from these figures. In spite
of increased enrollments schools have decrecased their budgets slightly
more than other operating agencies in the city. Their cconomies have made
nccessary drastic cuts in salaries because salaries are 86,5 per cent of
the budget. Foctors other than gchools have cansed increascs in tax ratcs.
Because of delinquency and reduced valuations even a higher tax ratc has
not meant increased, but has meant decreascd reveaue for schools. The de-
crease has by no means been offset by other increases ia revemue, though
such increascs have lessened the cuts which schools have made, The real
estate and property tax is still carrying the major costs of the schools.

The Citizens Committee has urged the lmportaince of securiag relief

from the legislature. The objective of the committee ig a fifty-fifty

sharing of costs by the state (which has access to sources other theu a

recal estate property tax) and the local community (which depends mainly
on the real estate and property tax). Such a system will improve the
financial coudition of schools and offer o relief to the overburdecned
property taxpayer. Such a division of school costs and redistribution
of the tax load is in line with modern education procecdurc, and the
practico of those states which have revised and modornized their texing
systoms and carricd their schools *through the depression with a wminimum

of damage to the cducational opportunity of the children,

12-5-35
250 copies
17 - 61




The Citizend! Committee on Public School Finance

A meeting of the legislative and legislative advisory committees was called

to order by Mr. J, G. Umstattd, chairmen, at the Citizens Ald Building December 16,
1935, at 7:45 o, m., Mr, A, L, Almen, chairmen of the Senate Committee on Education,
was present. Mr. Harry L. Wehlstrend, cheirman of the House Committee on Educetion,
was unable to be present because of a committee meeting. Mr, Umstattd announced the
purpose of the meeting, namely, to allow members to learn vhat was happening at the
special session, to decide whether any action is necessary at the present time, and
to prepere the members in case emergency action should be necessarv at eny time in
the immediszte future, After noting » communication from Mr. Glenn Mather, whose
absence will probsbly be extended until Februery, Mr. Umstettd called on Senator
Almen to give his imoressions of the present situation in the legisleture, Mr.
Almen stated that two messures were under consideration, though it is doubtful =3 4
either comes out of » committee. The first would chenge a provision of Bill 288
passed »t the last session to nrovide thst suvplemental aid will be given if the
nrOCPnds of the 30-mill levy do not bring in the necessary aversge per ovapil, The

111 reeds at present that such 2id will be given if a 30-mill levy does not equal
bhe necessery pmount. The second would be to chenge the bill to 2llow non-resident
2id for high school pupils, Mr. J. G. Rockwell stated that beceuse of delinguency,
largely among cut=over lumber lends, thero is & wide disparity between the 30-mill
levy #nd the proceeds of e 30-mill levy, which works hardships on many school dis-
tricts. He believed, hovwever, that the Attorney General, by an interpretation of
the lav ruling thet the procseds sre the basis, mey be able to settle the mattor
vithout necessiteting » chenge in the law,

Theodore Utne then steted that the governor hed recommended thot the in-
e incressed in order thet stete eids might be paid in full., Great damege
one because it hrs been necessery to prorete state aids, It is proposed
Income Tax be incressed, and thet part of the proceeds be transferred inte
Specisl Stete Aid Pund to perrit paying of =id in full, The question wes esked
as to whether there wes sny d-nger of the Income Tex being used to pay for pengions,
It was advised thst pressure be dbrought to hold »ll proceeds of the Income Tax for
school purposes. Any increase that may be obteined from the revision of the Income
Tax low is neecded to vey state aids in full, Dr. E. T, W. Boguist of the Americen
* Legion end Mrs, C, F., Moore of the Auxiliary ststed thet their orgsnizations were
definitely Co_“*t+ﬂd to keeping the Income Tax for schools., Mr, Welter E. Englun d
stressed the imvortance of not compromising on the proceeds of the Income Tex. The
Income Tex wes given to schools vhen it was bsdly needed. It is still needed. The
smount of monev spent for public educetion in the state fell from $54, 000,000 in
1930 to $43,000,000 in 1933, =2nd it wes only $40,000,000 in 1934 despite enrollment
increases, The outlook is no better for 1935, The schools need more money nov,

Mrs. Thomes Mohn s2id that the Federated Clubs would do all they could to help
safeguard funds for schools 2nd that they can work through their legislative chair-
man, Mrs., M. W. Smith asked vhy it ves thet some districts had received less money
under the law, Mr, Utne replied that poorer districts receive more under the new
lav. If only $7,000,000 out of the needed $10,000,000 is eveilsble, then vpoorer
districts will gzet wore in proportion. TWere the entire $10,000,000 aveilable, slmos
all the districts would zet more then they heve hed, and the poorer districts rould
get still rore, The governor's recommendetion would solve the problem. The metter
is not one of pertissnship, but meets 2 need for educational opvortunity that tran-
scends perty lines., Mr, Utne further suzgested the wisdom of focusing public
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attention on the need for doubling the proceeds from the Income Tax and transferring
one-half for the payment of state aid in full, Such a procedure would be a great
advance towards the goal »f adequate state support for education and the equalizing
of educationsl opportunitw.

The question was reised as to whether the governor had not advocated using one-
half the incressed nroceeds for financing pensions. There was a difference of opin-
ion on that poeint, though it was understood by the majority and definitely stated by
the members from the state department who had conferred with the governor that he
had urged incressing the tax to pay state aids, Mr. A. I. Jedlicks pointed out the
danger thet the Finance and Appropriations Committees might lessen appropristions
for schools if the proceeds from the Income Tax were guaranteed, in which case
schools would be no better off than before. Mr. Almen pointed out that attempts to
do that were defeated in the last session, Mr, Rockwell urged the imvortance of
state-wide support for increased state aid, Mr, Jedlicks urged education of public
opinion throughout the state for the payment of state aid in full., It wes advised
that pressure be aoplied to the legislature through recuests on stete-wide basis
for an increase in the Income Tax to pay state szids. It was pointed out that such an
increase offered relief to vroperty taxpayers as it served as a replacement tax.
Real estate grouos might be counted on to help secure this increase as a means of
lightening the load on property, Mr., Jedlicke moved that this committee take action
to resch legislators with the reguest thet the Income Tax nroceeds be held intact
for schools, #nd thet the tex be increased sufficiently to 2llow stete aids to be
peid in full, This wes seconded #nd cerried unanimously, This action will be re-
ferred to the executive committee for immediste 2ction, Mr. Umstattd snnounced, Mrs,
Whalen of the Congress of Parents snd Terchers said her orgenization was committed
to work for holding the Income Tax and was at work, Dr, Boguist and Mrs. Moore said
that they would rerch the proper veople in their orgsnizations 2t once to get in
touch with legislators. It wes advised that the Citizens' Committee should send
cards or bulletins to members omitting the Legion and Auxilisry which will. be taken
care of through their ovn chrnnels, Mr, Jedlicka ssid he would reach school board
members in the steste agking for their sction,

Mr., Jedlick=s then snoke of the resolutions vessed by the Council of School
Executives, (1) for the crestion of =an interim committee for codifying school laws;
(2) for further orotection of the superintendents--practically an extension of
tenure now held by some teachers; (3) for the furthersnce of a plan to trensport
high school pupils to existing high schools rether then build small exvensive high
schools, which could be done by the esteblishment of standerds for transportation
By the state depertment for pupils in districts not mainteining classified high
schools and reimbursing districts by =n amount not to excesd $150,000 »nd by with-
holding of state 2id for pupils trensported contrary to stenderds set up by the
State Board of Education; (U4) for the introduction of courses in the curriculum
deeling with problems of conservetion. Because the fifth resolution psssed by the
council vas en endorsement of the Lundeen Bill, he turned thet matter over to Con-
gressman Lundeen, who had recently arrived. Mr. Lundeen spoke of his interest in
Federal Aid for education and asked the edvice of the group on the metter. The
guestion of distribution of funds was raised, Should it be on the bAsis of need or
on population? The present bill provides for a grant of $25 per pupil to strtes,
The guestion was then roised »s to whether the state should distribute it on the
seme basis or sccording to need., Becesuse of differing viewpoints on this mstter,

Mr, Utne sugzested that one-helf be distributed on » per capits basis and one-half
by the chief educational agency in the state on the basis of need. Mr, Lundeen
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said he would be glad to have information sent to himself and all Congressmen from
Minnesota as to the need in the state for Federal Aid and suggestions for distribut-
ing it. t was noted that the amount suggested as the federal share in either the
the $500,000,000 bill proposed by others would bring to Minnesota

is need to finance education adequately and would also meke the

by the federal government about 25 per cent as is advccated by

was moved and carried that this committee go on record as favoring
cunt of Federsl Aid, and that Mr. Utne prepare z statement of his
division of funds for distribution, hslf on a per capita basis, half

an
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CITIZENS' COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SCHOOL FINANCE

Js Gs UMSTATTD, ACTING CHAIRMAN CLARA S. PAINTER (MRSsHeK.), SECRETARY
4817 FREMONT AVENUE SOUTH
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA

BULLETIN NO. 10 JUNE 10, 1936
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A REMINDER

AIDS ARE The depression is not over for schools. Next year

r. CENT SHORT when the legislature meets, constructive work will

have to be done. This bulletin is sent to remind

you that the Citizens' Committee is still on the job, and is counting
on your continued interest in a progressive policy for the adequate
support of education, Although the last legislature made very satis-
factory appropriations for schools, money has been at hand this year to
pay only 66 per cent of the aids appropriated, Increases in collec-

tions from the Income Tax have not offset decreases from the Real Estate

and Property Tax.
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SCHOOL EXPENDITURES The following table taken from figures released by
ABOUT $8,500,000 the Taxpayers'! Association shows how seriously
LESS THAN 1929-30 schools have been cut, Uote that the heaviest re-

duction is in school levies., Although the state
has increased its sharc of school costs, the increase has not offsct
local reductions.

Comparative Expenditures - 1830, 1935

1930 1935

State levy $11,093,569 $19,134,545
Counties 25,011,433 24,146,521
Townships 7,519,437 5,119,863
Cities, villages 34,930,178 33,228,074
School districts 42,492,213 31,010,824

In 1934-5 the total expenditure for maintaining schools was 337,259,907,
a decrease of $8,572,279, from the corresponding oxpenditure of
$45,832,186 in 1929-30, although the enrollment has inereased by 4,281
during that period. Wo still nced to replace revenue lost by schools
during the depression,
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PEAL ESTATE CANNOT It has boen the policy of the committee, as you
CAFRY THE BURDEN know, to work for a fifty - fifty sharing of

costs between the state and local community, be-~
cause the state has various sources of taxable wealth. As 1long as
real cstate continues to carry most of the costs of schools, there
cannot be equality of educational epportunity, nor a satisfactory
equalization of the tax burden. The program of this committec effers
a possibility of real reolief te real estate and property and better
spportunities for the children.
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NEW AMINDMENT TO BE A constitutional amendment is to be voted on
VOTED ON THIS FALL this fall, If passed, it will make necossary

replacement taxcs. Such taxes will be needed
not only for schools, but for all dep,rtments of government. About
two and a half million dollars now goes to schools from the real es-
tate and property tax. That amount must be replaced by some other
source of revenue in addition to present school funds, if we wish to
maintain our schools. Tax rcovision and increasing nceds for state
funds present the danger of having the Income Tax revenue diverted
from the schools, his committee continuecs firm in its conviction
that the Income Tax should be held intact for schools.
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HOW DO CANDIDATES Elcetion days are at hand. ZRecause education
FEEL ABOUT SCHOOLS? is a state function, it is important to know

the attitude of the candidates toward educa-
tion, As friends of education, we are represented in all parties,
We can make our influence felt within our party for the advance-
ment of education, Our task is to present the needs of the schools
to candidates for state offices and for the legislature. If we
clect to office and to the legislature candidates who are sympa-
thetic to the need for an adequate educational system in the state,
we shall have taken the first step toward solving the various edu~-
cational problems that will comc before tho state in the next two
yocars,
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CANDIDATES SHOULD Candidates should understand the needs of the
BE INFORMED schools and the necessity of paying state
aids in full., They should know that educa-
tion is a matter in which voters are interested, Our schools
cannot continue indefinitely to be financially handicapped if
they are to give proper training to the oncoming generation, You
may expect another bulletin in the fall, May we count on your
continued efforts?
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YOUR FART IN THIS PROGRAM

TALX WITH THE VARIOUS CANDIDATES, as you have a chance.
Such information and expressions of intercst as you can give
botween now and the fall elections will make much easicr the
gsolutions of educational problems next year. Oandidatos
have an ear open Tor the voter. We are counting on you %o
make tho most of the ovportunities for increasing an under-
standing of tho neoed for a shifting of the tax burdon and the

serious handicaps under which the schools are now operating,

IF YOU HAVE A SUCCESSOBR whose name should be added to
the mailing list, ploase send it to the seeretary. ITf it is
necessary for vour omanization to take actlion at a conven-

tion in order to continue to work for schools, will you see

that the need for such action is pregented at the proper

tima?

6/10/ 36
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THE PRESENT

L*’E”l TURE FACES The Citizens! Committee on Public School Finance
CULT SESSION sends you this, its eleventh bulletin, as the
legislators are about to leave for St. Paul for

promises to be a hard session, MAlready recussts for funds have

aled twice the amount spent on state services by the last legislature,

tax program has been agreed upon, No one knows where or how the money

or will be raised to meet all the legitimate rpsponsitilities of the
etque, of which educetion is one, Great pressure from many angles will
be made; demands for money will exceed the supply. It is most important
that education be given its proper place in the whole picture; and there-
fore it is essential that the friends of education be informed and thus

FRI

able to present to the legislators the needs of the schools so that they
will not be overlooked,
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COMMITTEE FAVORS Many of the names on the mailing 1list of this
MCRE STATE AID tulletin are new, so a bit of history may be in
FOR SCHOOLS order, ZPBriefly the story is this, The Citizens!

Committee is composed of representatives from the
organizations listed on a separate enclosure, They first met three years
ago and formulated a program for the support of schools before the legis-
lature; they were also active at the special segsion, They have met in
consultation with school people, but they are essentially a lay group,
interested in preserving educational opportunities for tne children of the
state, Fach organization supports such part of the whole program as is
adopted by itself, and all work together for measures on which they are
agreed, They have presented to the legislature the needs of education,
and have made articulate the large body of punllc opinion in support of
adequate money for schools, They have left to the legislators the mat-
ter of deciding how they can meet these needs, once they know there is
public support for a greater degree of State Aig,
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SCHOQOL SITUATION Because of dgereased valuation and nther factors,
STILL CRITICAL schools, which have depended almost entirely on
the local property tax, have had their funds
reduced, Their situation has been and still is critical. The depression
is not over for schools, 2nd will not be until a better system of support
has been developed, The Citizens' Committee, after careful study, sup~
ports a demend for more State Aid and for paying present State Alds in
full, This does-not mean spending more money for schools, It means that
the state should assume a greater share of the amount spent, Such a shift
would take some of the burden from the local community, which is largely
dependent on property taxes, and place it on the state, which has other
sources of taxation. It would mesn greater educational opportunity for
children living in parts of the state where the Real Estate Tax cannot
support good schools, The Committee favors larger units of school ad-
ministration for greater efficiency anc economy of operation,
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"THE INCOME TAX The Committee has not concerned itself with
IS A SCHOOL TAX." methods of taxation, because of the political
issues involved. It has been willing to leave
to the legislature elected for that purpose decisions as to what and
how taxes should be levied., It has spent its time and effort presenting
facts of the plight of the schools to the legislators, letting them know
that the public wants the state to fulfill its obligations toward the
education of its future citizens. The Committee has also agreed that
"The Income Tax Is a2 School Tex," and that other state services should
not be financed at the expense of the schools, The present Income Tax
has served as a real replacement tax, helping in part to replace the
money lost to schools from declining property tax receipts. An enlarged
and revised Income Tax, combined with such other state funds as are also
earmarked for schools, might make it possible for the state to pay State
Aids in full and to assume a greater share of school costs, There will
be many demands from seversl sources to use the Income Tax for other
purposes than the support of scheols,
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FURTHER INFORMAT ION Some facts and figures are enclosed with this
IS ENCLOSED bulletin, For further detailed information con-
sult your local school authorities or write the
secretary, There is still a great lack of information about the costs of
schools, about the drastic cuts in their budgets, and about their needs
in the face of increasing hizh school enrollments., Minnesota has always
been committed to the principle of state responsibility for education,
but it does not rank very high in the amount of financial support it has
given to live up t® its responsibility, Legislators, as well as the
It is the Jjob
those interested in preserving educational opportunity to obtain that
formation and to spread it,
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AKE DEAL It is only as public opinion is enlightened and
alert that the state can go forward to carry out
the principles written into its State Constitu-

tion by the pioneers, -~ the belief that common welfare demands educatinnal

opportunity for all citizens. It is the task of this generation to see
that the state assumes its acknowledged responsibility by providing enough
money to make the ideal more nearly a reality.
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Indicating { b : Indicating
portion of | o portion of
present income! | income already
of which the y : i : .lost by devalu-
schools ars in : 283 : ation of real
danger of being g estate,
deprived,

In' 1935 more than 550,000 children were-using the liinne-
sota public scheools, They cannot speak for themselves, Will you
help give them educational seocurity?




STATE-WIDE ORGANIZATIONS HAVING REPRESENTATIVES ON ' IZENS' COMMITTEE

LAY GROUPS

American Association of University Women
American Legion

American Legion Auxiliary

Council of Jewish Women

Daughters of the American Revolution
League of Women Voters

Minnesota Congress of Parents and Teachers
Minnesota Farm Bureau

Minnesota Federation of Labor

Minnesota Federation of Women's Clubs
National Legion for Better Schools
Parent-Teacher Associations

Public School Protective League

Women's Club of Minneapolis

. B €, &

PROFESSIONAL GROUPS

Minnesota Conuncil of School Bxecutives
Minnesota Education Association

Phi Telta Kappa

Pi Lambda Theta

Any groups not listed but interested in education are invit o parti-

cipate. Names should be sent to the secretary.

The Committee hopes that the representatives of these organizations and
others interested will unite locally to know their local situation and te make
effective their information with the legislators., Having many problems to solve,
legislators are grateful for accurate, reliable information. The figures speak
for themselves, showing that the state has a real problem which must be met con-

+ ™3 ivel
structively.

Legislators also want to know what their constituents want, No amount
of work at St. Paul is effective unless it is strengthened by the work of the con-
stituents in their own communities, The Committee needs your active support at
home. It needs to have you ready to act in support of measures when the time for
action is ripe. It is never too early for you to supply information and to regis-
ter greater interest in the support of education.

This bulletin is being sent to &ll legislators., If you have others to
whom you wish it sent, report to the secretary.
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SOME FACTS AND FIGURES ON SCHOOL COSTS

II

School costs have not increaced as fast as school enrollment at the high
school level, (High schools cost approximately twice as much as elementaryr schools.
Shall we pay for them or deny them to the children of the state?)

High Schoel IEnrollment

1915 13935 Percentage Increase
39,520 12k, 556 215, 2%

Total Eorellment of All Schoel Children

1915 1935 Percentage Increasgs
Wak 060 Bhb, 022 19.%%

Scheol Expenditures

1915 Percentagze Increase

$19,833,230 . 124,14

Per pupil costs have dropped since the depression,

19%2 1935 Percentage Decreass
$94, 92 $79.92 15.8%

111,

—

Schools have depsnded largely on the property tax,

1930 1935
80.9% local school district reverue 73.8% local district revenue (largely
A preperiy)
17.5% state 24,44 state support (part from
praperty)
1v.

Minnesota ranks twenty-first in the percentage of State Aid,

Delaware 89.5 8. Georgia
North Carolina 6F.0 9. Louisiana
California h345 10. Indiana
Texas 51,8 11. New York
Weat Virginia 53.2 12, Virginia
Washington 50.0 1%, Michigan
. Utah 41,1 14, Alavama

15, Florida

16, Oklahoma

17. Nevada

18, Arizona

19, Bhio

20, South Carelina
21, MINNESQOTA
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Some Facte and Figures on School (osts

4

Y.

e

Reductinns in aseessed valuations have lessened receipte from property
taxes, In Minneapclis, assessed valuation drosped from $330,000,000 in 1932 te
$253,000,000 in 1938, One mill yielded $330,853 in 1932 and $259,561 in 1936,
Get the faets on your local situation frem your school authorities,

; Receipts from the Income Tax have replaced in part only the revenue lsst
from reduced property tax receipts,

Total Income Tax Receaipts

1935 1936
$3,035,857.50 ($7.50 per child) $2,804,083,35 (first half) (Second
half estimated te be higher, To-
tal estimate, $9 per child,)
i1,

o

Although the total receipts have declined, the proportion of costs horne
by the state has inereased.

Receipts for Schoals

1932 1935
$50,077,873 = State - 22.2% (ne Income Tax) §U45,153,728 - State - 2r,2% (Income
Lecal - 77.8% Tax $3'03;'83?'EO
in tetal state share
of $12,077,324)
Local - 73.8%

VIII,
Although the legislature voted funds for schosls, lack of money has made it
necessary to pro-rate state eids, Special state aids regquired $7.%38R,950.91. They
have bveen pro-rated at 75,1% i the 90%, with the exeeptinn af a certain few which

the law specified should be paid in full, (90% is considered to be payment in full,)

Each local community can see how these figures have affected the financing
of educatinn and the taxpayer by consulting local school authorities,

IX.

Increases for education in Minnesota compare faverably with increases in
other departments,

Total Disbursements in Minnesota (for 3 services)

1915 1921 1335

Education , , w s o o $19,833,230,00 $Ul, 334,801,00 $44, 453 110,00
Highways . . « . . » None B, E677.,242,83 17,770,263.91
Ingtitutionsg ef

Public Welfare ., . 3,728,238, 38 4,351, 327,11 5,075, 745,08




FOURTEEKRTH CONFERENCE

CITIZENS' COMMITTEE ON PU3LIC SCHOOL

MONDAY, JAWUARY 25, 1937, T:k4

ROOM 3, CITIZENS AID BUILD

EIGHTE STREET AND FOURTH 7 UTH, MINVZAPOLIS

OLOLDL

fourteenth conference is cxceedingly important,
The Stete Department of Education will vpresecnt : so that
may be informed and coordinate our

e
for progress in the
tem of assessing vproperty in

Mry George Wallace
what steps forward may be taoken and to what extent we may help bring
about the much neceded improvement in our »reseat
scientific way of taxing property.

V. B. MIKKELSON,

CLARA S. PAINTER,




Mr. Erneet Hanson,
New Ulm, Minnesocta,
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to represent
on your adviso
president.

her subatitute

Mrs. £

existence a I

tiong inter

of this Counci |
”iuﬂza,s' Committee on this Legislabive Counail. You will have ar oppoxtus
Monday evening to talk with her on this subjecty Mrs. Painter and bot
that it is very necessary not to overlap more than

nanerous existing legzislative organizations,

h
in

Algo at Mrs. Painter's S&;“estion I am enclosing the items connected with e
upon which the League of Women Voters is doing active work ithis year. Tuis
a suzzestion for use on the back of your lef sad papér under your peineci
programs of cooperating organizations.

Sincerely yours,

Ruth E. ¥itchell,
Pregident

hairman
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THE LEACUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

1, Qualified personnel in public service

Units of school ftaxation =

economy and efficiency.
Protection of academic freedom as basic to sound education.

-~

uniform gystem of tax &




CITIZENS' COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SCHOOL FINANCE

Minneapolis, Minnesota

Jamiwary 29, 1937
Dear Friend;

The matter of Federal Aid has been somewhat
discussed in the Citizens' Committee and should receive
further consideration. On Tuesday evening, February 2,
the Minneapolis Public Forum presents a symposium on
proposed federal legislation for school financial aid, at
eight o'clock at West High Schools

The discussion led by Mr. John Callahan,
Wisconsin State Superintendent of Public Instruction, and
Mre Iynn Thompson of the Minneapolis School Board will
cover the Ryan-ILundeen Bill and the Harrison-Fletcher Bill.
Superintendent Reed will preside,

We urge that you attend this forum if possibles.

Sincerely yours,

“ ,( i ;'___';__\ 'C, _," IE: \.4.{ y' :'\\
V. E. Mikkelson, Chairman

i, )

e L A -
£ lna 405 .
Clara S. Painter, Secretary

VEM; GK

Project sponsored by Ues S¢ Office of Education, Department of Interior
Administered by Minneapolis Board of Education
Adult Education Department Bridgeport 5191
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CITIZENS' COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SCHOOL FINANCE

MRS, H, K. PAINTER, CHA|RMAN bR, E., T. W, BoqQUIST, SECRETARY
4817 FREMONT AVENUE SOUTH 2212 POLK STREET NORTHEAST

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESCTA

BULLETIN NO, 15 MARCH 5, 1941
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AT LAST THE INTERIM COMMITTEE REPORT

XiX:
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b REPORT IS The report of the Interim Committee on Educatien is out,

M EXTENSIVE It warrants your careful study, for it offers far reaching
-+ suggestions for changes in education, It contains valu-

4 able information, charts, and statistics, representing an amazing amount

M of work accomplished in a comparatively short time. The report includes

1 recemmendations on: changed investments of permanent funds, higher.nlucs-
" tion, Junior CGllegeS.ch;ugiqg the funciien of the state teacher colleges

¥ to that of training for elementary education only, combining state teacher
" college boards with the state board of edneamtion, changes in administra-

" tion, matters concerning standards for teackers -~ their placement and ten-
o ure, revision of state school laws, changes in state aids, In addition

f to its recommendations, it suggests future ghanges on which the cemmittee

5 could not agree to make unanimous recommendations, If vou read between

N the lines, and study the difference between the recommendations and the

i suggestions, you can see the difference between what needs to be done,

B and what, as a practical voting matter, was done, The Gommittee advises

o further study of several items such as the further investigation of the

" effect of state aids on administration and efficiency. The enclosed

: digest is limited to a discussion of the recommendations on state aids.
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REPORT RAISES Briefly, the report states that no additional aid can be
QUESTIONS ON  expected from the state, and that changes should be made in
WHICH OPIN- the distribution of the money now given, Briefly again, it
IONS DIFFER moves in the direction of increased aid to the districts

now receiving supplemental aid, In so doing, it will create
serious situations in some schools which do not receive supplemental aid,
; but which face difficult taxing situations locally.

We remind you (see last bdbulletin of this committee) that supplemental
aid goes to districts which by levying 30 mills do not realize a specified
amount of money for schools, The basis of granting this aid rests in part
on locally determined assessed valuations, Though there is general agree-
ment in prineiple on the need for supplemental aid, critics of the recom-
mendations maintain that it is impossible to separate the questisn of in-
creasing supplemental aid from two other facters on which no recommenda-
tions were made, They state first, the impossibility of measuring need
accurately so long as areas determine their own standards of assessment,
and wish recommendations for state wide standards for assessment, They

M
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(Citizens' Committee on Public School Finance
March 5 - Page 2)

state second, that since the committee reports the need for further study
of the effect of state aids on efficiency of organization, that no in-
crease in supplemental aid be granted until it can be made certain that
such aid would not serve to perpetuate inefficient organization, Propo-
nents of the report feel that recommendations on assessments are beyond
the province of the committee, and wish to make now such changes as they
think necessary for equalizing opportunity, leaving to the future efforts
for eliminating inefficient organization, They are willing to take a
step at a time., Those who oppose the recommendations think that two or
three steps should be taken together, Difference of opinion will center
about this point, It is to be regretted that the committee could not
agree on further recommendations on nonresident high school tuition, which
takes an increasing amount of state funds, You will observe a big dis~-
crepency between what the committee offers as suggestions and the actual
recommendations,
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CITIZENS! The recommendations include matters on which the Citizens!
COMMITTEE Committee has taken previpus action, so thet the committee
WILL MEET will want to meet to decide whether or not it is in agree-
TO DISCUSS ment with the Interim Committee, The Citizens' Committee
THE REPORT has stood for increased state aid since 1935, State aid,

in the meanwhile, hap increased from 1/4 to 1/3 of the
total cost, so it will be desirable to reepen discussion on that point,
Since the Committee also has asked for larger uanits of administration, it
may want to ask whether an increase of certain state aids, as recommended,
may serve to perpetuate rather than to discourage very small units, Al-
though the recommendations help the districts needing aid to equalize
opportunity, they leave unsettled the problems of areas which looked for
increased aid as a means of equalizing their tax burden, Urban areas will
find their problems greatly increased if the recommendations become law,
The Citizens' Committee, as usuyal, hopes to evolve a course of action
which will tend to unite urban and tural groups, and will try to recon-
cile conflicting interests in behalf of unified action among the friends
of the schools,

P EIETEI XXX
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A summary of the major recommendations on state aids is included on
a separate sheet, The Interim Committee should be congratulated on the
time and effort they have expended, on their method of approach, their
search for facts, and their fairness in permitting the inclusion of sug-
gestions which they could not agree unanimously to follow, There is still
more work for them to do in following through on the topics they list for
future study, They have made a real contribution toward the solution of
some difficult problems, In whatever area you live, whether your school
problems are made more difficult or less difficult by the recommendations,
you are urged to study the recommendations in the light of their long
range, state wide offect on education in Minnesota, This report is an
epochal document which may have far reaching results for all areas and
all children,
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A DIGEST OF THE INTERIM COMMITTEE REPORT AS IT AFFECTS STATE AIDS

GENERAL STATEMENT -

The income tax is the main source of support for school aids, The major
portion of the funds distributed goes to (1) income tax distribution, (2) sup-
plemental aid, (3) apportionment, and (4) nonresident high school tuition, A4ll
other aids are comparatively small, Sone aids are paid in full, some are pro-
rated or have limitations on the total, Those paid in full are high school
teacher training, nonrggideﬁf high school tuition, transportation of crippled
children, apportionment, Some are prorated as 54 per centy, The committee
recommends prorating all aids, including the income tax distribution, except
apportionment of the income from the permanent fund, They estimate that by
equal prorating, they could pay all aids at 87,56 of the total, Specific
recommendations follow:

A. Apportionment., By constitutional provision, proceeds from the permanent
fund must be apportioned on a per pupil basis, But the recommendation would
transfer proceeds fron the one mill state tax from an apportionment basis to
the payment of special state aids, and would limit apportionment to schools of
nine nonth sessions, The result will be to increase the amount for such spe-
cial state aids as are recommended for continuance,

B, Income tax distribution, The committee conderns the present distribu-
tion of ten dollars per pupil as unsound, The per pupil distribution was for-
merly agreed upon as a means of affording tax relief to local areas, Though
dissatisfied with this distribution, the conmittee recommends its continuance
with certain limitations as follows!

The ten dollars to be subject to prorating,

The ten dollars to be paid to the districts where the nonresident
high school pupil attends instead of to the district of residencs,
The total to be limited to $50 per pupil in average daily attendance
in a public school (this affects districts where there is large
parochial school enrollment, and little or no public school service),
To be sent enly te districts where the assessed valuation, excluding
money and credite and agricultural land, is less than $4,000 per
child eligible (this affects mainly the range country),

C. Changes in special state aids, now granted to certain kinds of schools,
certain kinds of children, certain kinds of districts, are recommended:

l. Elimination of all classification aids, with the exception of a
superior aid of $50 to ungraded schools and certain other public
schools meeting fixed standards and which still need to be encouraged
(for conplete list of classification alds, see last bulletin).
Elinination of all special department aids such as hone economies,
agriculture and comnmercial education,

Reduction of aid to handicapped students to the amount which they
have actually received under last year's severo proration of 58,5
per cent, BSubjecting this reduced amount to proration will further
decrease the aid, i

Reduction of transportation aid as follows;

a. Ald for transportation in consolidated, county, ten or more town-
ship, and unorganized districts be linited to 75% of the cost, but
transportation of isolated pupils be continued under a fixed maxi-
run, and transportation of crippled children be maintained,
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Transportatien of nonresident high school pupils, which should be
a joint responsibility of parents and local districts, be further
studied but be limited temporarily to $5 annually per pupil reim-
bursement to districts providing transportation,

Supplemental aid, This aid is an equalization aid which the committee
believes should be paid in full, By elimination of classification
aids, the transfer of the state one mill tax, by equal prorating of
aids, the committee hopes that the supplemental aid can more nearly
be paid in full, They estimate 87.5% instead of 54 per cent, They
recommend reducing the per pupil amount to $50 per elementary and
$90 per high school pupil, This reduction in standard is a conces-
sion to the financial condition of the state, but still leaves a
higher basis for a foundation program than that in other states,
This standard is still higher than the appropriations can meet, if
the total appropriation for education by the state is kept, as
recommended, to the present level, and will not permit the aids to
be paid in full,

Nonresident high school tuition, This aid takes an increasingly
large amount of state funds, It now stands at over $2,000,000 and
is estimated soon to reach $3,750,000 if continued under the present
system, Districts educating nonresident high school pupils are not
reimbursed on a cost basis, yet almost 40% of the elementary school
pupils live in distriets which do not support high schools, The
district educating the child should be reimbursed on a cost basis,
This raises the question whether the state should continue to be
responsible, or whether the districts should assume responsibility
for the education of their own high school children, Several plans
for paying high school costs are offered as suggestions for further
study and later action, The committee recommends as a partial, first
step solution to a very pressing problem, that $7 per month tuition
be continued as a state aid, but that -

a, Districts with a hundred or more pupils should pay the entire cost,
subject to such other state aids te which it is entitled, The dis~
trict could then build its own school or arrange on a cost basis
with other districts supporting a high school, It is generally
agreed that a hundred pupils is too small a high school unit to
provide adequate high school education in a separate high school,
but this provision would permit a district to pay costs in a larger
high school in another district,

The $10 per child income tax allotment would go to the district
providing the education in high school,

Tuition payments on nonresident high school pupils in University
Schools of Agriculture should come from the University budget in-
stead of from state aids, They recommend further study of the
whnle question of nonresident high school tuition,

Library aids are recommended for elimination,

High school teacher training departments are also recommended for
elimination,

Gross earnings aids are recommended for reduction (these are alds to
districts where local property taxes are reduced by exemption of prop-
erty taxed under the state gross earnings tax) to a lower maximum and
on a resident pupil in averasge daily attendance basis,

Offers a means of relief to districts where adjustments are needed
between agriculture and private lands taxable for schools,




WHAT YOU CAN DO

Confer with your local school people to determine how the recommen-
dationg affect your district.

Ask your legislator to supply you with a copy of the report.

Call together the local royresewtaulve% of the state erganizations
represented on the C tizens! Comnittee (see last bulletin), Help create
an enlightened and interested public opinion on the recommendations,

If you don't know the names of your legislators, ask your school

au
Fel

thorities, A complste 1list is published in the M,XE,A, Journal for

ITUATY .

If you care to contribute a dollar toward the cost of preparation
and mailing of these bulletins, and have not already done so, send your
dallar to Mrs., H. K. Painter, 4817 Fremont Ave, S,, Minneapolis, Checks
should be made payable to Mrs, Charles Shafer, Treasurer, There was a
fine response to the first bulletin, We want you to have the bulletin
whether you pay a dollar or not, This is not a dun, The dollar is a
voluntary contribution to be sent only in case you are interested enough
to want to help pay costs, All work except the labor involved in runaing
off and nailing the bulletin is volunteer work,
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Ttems in regard to the Citizens Committee on Public School Finance
found in bulletins and letters, and in the folder: -

The committee was fipst planned in the latter part of 1933. 1Itd obligations
are: 1. To awaken citizems to the emergency facing schools in the state - -

2. To understand the meeds and problems of public sdpols, to support
economies where praticable and desirable, and to help secure revenue
needed to maintain schools on a high standard.

"In 1934 representatives of various state organizations inteepested in education,
met to study the financial problems created by the depression, assisted by
experts, They fiinally adopted a program. Parts, and in some cases, all of

the program, has since been incorporated into the state program of the coopera-
ing organizations., .... No organization is committed to the program , except

by its own action."

A letter signed by Mrs. Painter, calling a meeting for Jan 13th, (year not
mentioned) states that"the Citizens Committee on Public School Finace is
composed of the heads of state organizations interesfed in education and
various experts on education and finance."

Numerous school finare conferences and meetings of sub-committees were held.
Dr, Elizabeth Monahan was present at the luncheon meeting and advisory legis-
lative committees Jan. 26th, 1935. ( In a telephone conversation with Dr,
Monahah, I learned that she attended a second meeting about two months later.)

EpmxBukietinxfxrxiavenberx ¥ 8ESxaiaten xt P mxk
The @jtizens Committee supported the full amounfl of the Omnibus Tax bill of
April 1935.

The Bulletin dated Dgcémber 3lst, 1936, states: "The Committee has not con-
cerned itself with methods of taxation, because of the political issues in-
volved, It has been willing to leawe to the legislature - - decisions as to
what and how taxes should be levied. It has spent its time and effort pre-
senting facts of the plight of the schools to the legislators."

The Fourteenth Conference of the Citizens Committee on Public Schogl Finance
was held Jan 25th, 1937. In a letter dated Jan. 22, 1937, Miss Mitchell
states that Mrs. Newhart, lst vice president, will be the permanent repree
sentative on the advisory committee of the Citizens Committee,

A
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Items Concerning the Citizens' Committee on Public School Finance
Found in the Minutes of the Minnescta
League of Women Voters

Sept. 13th, 1934

"Mrs, Denny read a letter from Mrs. Painter and the statement bv Professor
Blakey regardirg texes and schools! A discussion followed., "Mrs. Cant then
moved, seconded by Mrs. Musser, that a committee by appointed by the Bresi-
dent to draw up a recommedation inregard to such an item, which can be pre-
sented to the pre-Convention Board Meeting and to the Convention for action."

Cct. lst, 1934

"Mrs. Pearce moved that an item to be numbered 4, be addded under recommended
policy; 'That the League of Women Voters may support measures to provide suf-
flicient funds for maintaining a high standard of education with the equaliza-
tion of educational ppportunities.'" Mrs. Richards seconded the motion which
was carried.

Feb. 8th, 1835

The Board Meeting was held in St. Bagl. "The Board reconvened for a shat
meeting at the state Capitol after luncheon to discuss possible suoport for

the bill for increased state ald to schools, proposed by the Citizens Commit-
tee for Public School Finance, HF 318. After discussion and the recommenda-
tion of Mre. Pearce, Mrs. Denny moved, seconded by Mrs. Towler, that the League
support this bill under the item for a reversion of state aid to schools. An
amendment fo this motion was made by Mrs. Richards, seconded by Mps. Cant, mak-
ing ciear that the League %z in no.way supports legislation by which this

appropriation should be reised, and if this bill should become a part of the
tax-replacement bill, then the Board reconsiders itd support."

March 8th, 1935

"Miss Horr reported that Mrs. Pearce recommends that the League support four

bills pertaining to the revision of state aid to achcols, HF 815, 816, 846, 862.M
If I remember correctly, these bills were on the program of the @itizans Commi tee)

April 12th, 1935

"There wes some discussion of the podtion of the League as & memberxz of the
Citizees Committee on P,blic School Finance, since publicity has indicated
that the Citizens Committee is supporting the Omnibus Tax Bill. It was felt
that since HF 382 is now probzbly dead, the League is no longer involved."

Oct. 1lth, 1935

"A letter was read from the Citizens Committee on Public School Finamnce in-
viting the League to send a representative to a joint meeting of the executive
and legislative committees to be held Mon, OBt 2lst, After discussion, Mrs,
Cant moved that the President be instructed to write to the Citizens Committee
thatowe are supporting other projects in the legislature, requiring appropriations
that might be jeopardized by too much emphasis on the educgtion and that the
League cannot support public school finance if it is tied up with tax question
upon which the League has taken no stand as yet." The motion was seconded by
Mrs. Swain and carried. (Following the Board Meetingz such a note was written
to Mr, Mather saying that"it would be unxwise for the League to be a member of
the Citizers Gommittee this year.")




June 10th, 1938

It was agreed that Mrs. Bartlett should informally represent the League at the
meeting of the Citizems Committee on Public Schodl Finance to be held Myn. even=
ing, June 13th, )

Feb. 14th, 1941 l
"The question of League representation on the @itizens Committee on Public School
Finance was brought up. No meetings have been held recently to whish the Lesgue
was invited to send a representative, but a recent billetin published by the
Committee lists the League among the sponsoring organizations., There was advis-
allity of the League's protesting its inclusion inasmuch as no meetings have been
reported to the League, The opinion was expressed that although many organiza-
tions have a definite resprneibllity for educational problems, it is not the
prim&xx responsibility of the League, although there is interest in it. It wes
voted on motion of Mrs. Cant, deconded by Mrs, Duff, that because we have such a
a very limited program in the educationad field, our name be withdrawn from the
sponsorship of the Citizens Committee on P,blic School Finace, in asmuch as the

program is so bwoad." L
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Wo should approoiate your suggestions for ways in which thias
committee might serve to awaten public interest to the importance of
supporéing adequate schools throughout the state. It was obvious at the
meeting thet only a program whlch recognized urban az well as rural needs
can hold this commitioe together. Any proposels that teke awey from one
place to glve to another, that do not attempt to meet the needs of all,
will cause disgension, not unity. Is it not possible to find a program
for the entire state that will unite, not anstagonize, all ssctions of the
state? It is only by united astion in behal? of a comprehsnsive program
that we can promote education. In 1% not sound for member organisations to
aglk te have a plan astart with surveying educational needs everyvhere, and
bulld a plan around that, instead of continuing on the assumption that the
mazimus in state ald has been reached? Certainly we cannot convinge the
publiec 1t ghould epend more money on 1ts schools until it understands what
the eppecific neads of schools are. If the nood can be demonstrated on &
basis of facts, cannot the citizens be expected to Tind a way to meet the
nseds, %o the end that school service may expand, not contrast? A country
such as ours dspends for lts preservetion on adegquat® public education.

We can still follow Washington's advice, "Promote thon as an object of
primary lmportanco institutions for the generael diffusion of knowledge.
In proportion as the siructure of a government gives force %o public
opinion, 1% is essentlal tha% public opinfon should be enlightened.”

Should the furtherance cf that advice be the responsibility of

the members of this commitiee? Flease lst we hsar from you.

Clera 8. Painter
Chalrman
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Fime - Monday, Mareh 17, 1941,
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Notes from the files, reported by Mrs. Collins:

In January 1937 there is on the file a letter from Miss Mitchell to Mr. Ernest
Hanson of New Ulm, stating that Mrs. Newhart would serve as the Leagzue's perma-
net representative on their advisory committee, but that Katherine Wallace (as
chairmen of the League's legislative council) would attend the meeting, and
sending them the education items of the interest to the League for use on their
letter-head paper.

An old letter-head of the organization lists Dr. Elizabeth Monshan as a member
of the legislative advisory ommittee from the League of Women Voters.

The Iaxk meeting of which we received notice was held January 16th, 1939, to
which there is a notation to the effect that Mrs. Bartlett attended unofficislly.
A meeting was held on Monday, March 17th, 1941, which Mrs. Bartlett attended as
an unofficial mepresentative of the League,
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