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" 84 South Tenth Street, Room 406

Minneapolis 3, Minnesota Novenber 21, 1952
REPORT ON STATUS OF STATEVIDE EDUCATIONAL TELEVISION PLANNING, as of Nov, T+ 1962

The peonle of Minnesota must decide now whether or not we want education television,
Channels nade available by the Federal Cormmunications Coumission for educational pur-
poses rust be picked up by June 1, 1953, or they will be allocated for commercial
usage, Since any request for channels has to be accompanied by guarantees of funds
for construction and operation, this places the decision with the 1953 Legzislature,

On November 7 a neeting was held to hear proposals for a statewide educational tele-
vision network, Dean Schweickhard, State Cormissioner of Education, who has been
serving as chairman of the planning cormittee, called the meeting, The League of
Women Voters was one of several organizations asked to send representatives to join
with educators from all parts of the state,

Burton Paulu, nanager of University Radio KUOM, presented the plan, which has been
worked out on the basis of the population and topography of Minnesota, Two major
channels are available, one in Minneapolis and one in Duluth, The plan also calls for
eight satellite stations connected by microwave relays in Morris, Detroit Lakes,
Brainerd, Thief River Falls, Marshall, Rochester, Mankato and Hibbing, The total cost
of building the statewide systen would be about five million dollars, Yearly operat«
ing costs would average $500,0003; in other states, some of this cost has been raised
fron private sources, With this systen nearly all parts of the state could be
reached,

Educational programming would be on the elenentary, secondary, and college levels as
well as in the area of adult education, This last could include cultural, civic, and
infornational prograns, sports events and farn and narket reports, It would also be
prossible to retelecast prograns fron the comnercial networks,

The FCC requires that requests for educational channels cone from a single authority,
It was thought that the most logical "person" for this purpose would be the University
of Minnesota, The University would make the request and serve in a nanagerial capa~
city, As nanager, it would be responsible to a policy board, which would govern pro-
graming and administration, Menbers of this board would be selected from among edu~
cators and persons representing various citizens organizations,

Mr, Samuel C, Gale, member of the National Citizens Commission for the Public Schools,
was elected temporary chairnman of a Citizens Committee for Educational Televisions
This proposed three point progran was adopted at the November 7th neeting.

1, Establishnent of a statewide educational television network in the followingz
order of priority:
a, Channel #2 in the Twin Cities:
be Channel #8 in Duluth
Ce Eight Sub-Stations
2, Formation of a policy board,
3¢ Application for a license in the name of the University of Minnesota,

The State Board of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota felt that the League

should take a position on this proposal, The establishnent of educational television
would have at least two specific results for the League: 1,) the availsbility of a
new, effective mediun to implement the League's purpose of developing a more informed
citizenry; and 2,) the opportunity to reach into areas of the state where it has here~
tofore been difficult to nmake the League's influence felt,

The effectiveness of this type of communication is 1llustrated by a pre~election pro~
Ject of the Minneapolis and $t, Paul Leagues, A daily 15 ninute television show,
TKnow Your Candidates". was presented as part of its voters! servica work, fron




EDUCATIONAL TELEVISION PLANNING « 2 Novenber 21, 1952

Septenber 10th through Novenber 3rd, The progran reached a far greater audience then
has been reached through the use of more traditional League channels and received en-
thusiastic praise frou nany sources, This experience has proupted the Minneapolis
League to devote a larger portion of its tine and efforts to television programming,

Representatives of the League who attended the educational television meeting have
prepared this information for you, We are asking you to discuss it with your menbere
ship and let us know whether or not you would support such a plan,

These are some of the consideraiions to be kept in nind during such discussiong

le The cost of such & network, The initial cost of such & network is roughly
equivalent to the cost of two cr three modern schools, serviig only a fractim
of the potsntial audience of a telsvision network, yet the cust is high and
nust be welghed against possibie benefits %o accrue, and against other possible
tecs of that same amoun’ of noney,.
The nznagiag ageucy, The questions will avise as to whether the University is
the best possible manasing ageney. Could cnothe: authcrity handle it nore
efficienlly or move fal:iy? ur could the Lrolicy board be seu up in such a way
as to guarantee equitable programmiang and adninistration through the University
as agent?

3s Is television an appropriate field in which state governnent should participate?

THIS IS A NOW OR NEVER DECISION,

There is a set nunber of television channels, Certain of these have been set aside
for educational uses, This is a technical linitationj once these have been assigned,
no nore will ever be availlable,

The State Board will neet again on December 4th and will take action on the basis of
your reconmendations at t{hat tine,
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To Local League Presidents
Fron Mrs, Robert Anderson, Education Chairnan Novenber 21, 1952

This is an energency call for League opinion} We have prepared for your consideration
infornation outlining a proposal for a staite-wide educational television network, The
State Board felt that this was a decision that you night want thenm to be in a positim
to act upon at the coming legislative session, (Since 1t is a racter which has cone to
ou¥ atterntion between state conventions, it could not get on the State Agenda throudh
the usual process,) The State Board’s acton is dependent on your decision to suppart
or oppose such a plan, Since the Board wants to discuss your reactions at their next
neeting on December 4th, will you please bring this to the attention of your menmbers
and send in the aitached form by December 3rd,

League of Wonen Voters of Minnesota -~ EDUCATIONAL TELEVISION QUESTIONNAIRE - 11/21/52
ls Does your nembership favor or oppose this plan?

2. Does this decision represent a unanimous or partial opinion?

3, What were some of the questions or qualifications expressed by Four members?

4, That action, if any, do you waut the Stete Board %o take in your behalf?




“THE MINNEAPOLIS COUNCIL OF PARENT - TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS

INCORFORATED
A Council of the Minnesota Branch of the National Congress of Parents and Teachers

WEST HIGH SCHOOL
TWENTY-EIGHTH STREET AND HENNEPIN AVE.
KENWOOD 4518

MINNEAPOLIS 8, MINN.

March 27, 1953

Mrs, K. K, McMillan

President

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
84 South Tenth Street

Minneapolis 3, Minnesota

Dear Mrs, McMillan:

I received a copy of the letter you wrote to Mr., ¥inke, 1
am enclosing resolutions passed by the Minneapolis Council of

Parent-Teacher associations which will show you the point of view
of many persons who are definitely interested in educational
television, 4there has been a great deal of controversy about

the licensee and the operation of such a station, and I am sure
that Mr, Finke is pursuing the wise course with the legislature

in not asking any controversial figures to speak to the legislators,

Very truly yours,

. 7 e
Koo o s sl EETE /ﬁu

Mrs., H, J« Parker, President







State Citizens Committee 01; | Pab//c

MINNESOTA

Chairman
Mrs. H. K. Painter
4817 Fremont Avenue South
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Vice Chairman
Morris Bye
Anoka, Minnesota

Secretary-Treasurer
Mrs. Fred L. Paul
864 Sherwood Avenue
St. Paul, Minnesota
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State Citizens Committee on Public Education

Chairman
Mrs. H. K. Painter
4817 Fremont Avenue South
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Vice Chairman
Maorris Bye
Ancka, Minnesota

Secretary-Treasurer
Mrs. Fred L. Paul
864 Sherwood Avenue
St. Paul, Minnesota
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Meroh 26, 1953

Mrs, K. K. MeMillan, President
League of Women Voters of Minnesots
84 South Tenth Street

Minneapolis 3, Minnesota

Dear Mrs. MeMillan:

Thanks for your letter of March 23 on Educational Televisiom. I
am appreciative of the suggestions that you make.

The question that you raise as to sources of revenue is & most dif-
ficult one. Our general committee has taken the stand that we should
request financing from the general revenue fund., At a meeting of

our Executive Committee on March 23, I again raised the revenue
question. The decision was again made that we should not deviate
from our previous position as to the general revenue fund as a finan-
cing source. As you probably know, there is considerable variance

of opinion within the committee on the subjects of diversion and
special revenue sources. It would appear, therefore, thet the com-
mittes, as suoh, prefers to stand on the general revenue approach.
This, however, does not mean that individual organizations could

not make such revenue suggestions to the Legislature as they might
desire.

With reference to the dissemination of information, our Committee
must necessarily rely on its member organizations. The future of
Educational Television aotually rests with the individual organiza-
tions whose representatives constitute our Citizens Committee. As

a matter of fact, we have no Speakers' Bureau as & separate entity.
Here again we rely upon the speakers from the member organizations.
Kits eand informetion have been made available to the member organi=
zations so that they can make this information available to those

of their members who are willing and able to speak in behalf of this
pro jeoct.

With respect to Mr. Paulu, we have endeavored to use his talents
wherever possible. All requests for speakers in or near the Twin
City ares have been referred to Mr. Paulu and his asscciates. They
have been most helpful in this regard. We shall continue to make
use of them wherever possible.




Mrs. K. K. McMillan March 26, 1963

A number of our member organizations, through their own relevant
committees, have undertaken the task of talking individually to
members of the Educetion Committees and to other members of the
Legislature. In view of the League's interest in this program,
I am hopeful that you may also be able to assist in this way.

May I express, too, my anpreciation for the excellent statement
that Mrs. Bagley made on behalf of the League at the public hear-
ing before the Education Committees.

Sincerely,

bt //é/

Walter W, Finke, Chairman
Minnescta Citizens Committee
for Educational Television
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