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FINANCING GOVERNM:NT

BOARD REPORT FORM

Send one copy of this report to the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555
Wabesha, St, Paul, Minn. 55101 no later than March 11, 1968. Keep one copy for
your files.

League 47 Leagues - 82§ of membership Date

57 . 23 %« ..
Coverage:

Please evaluate your league's coverage of Financing Public Services, Property,
Income and Sales Taxes, and Property Taxes: Probing Some Options.

Did all resource committee members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options?

Did members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options before unit meetings?

How many meetings did your resource committee have this year? Last year?

How many membership meetings did you have this year? Units? General?
last year? Units? General?

Approximately how much membership participation was there?

‘Jag discussion good at units?

Was coverage of first two publications adequate to give basic background for study
and discussion of Property Taxes: Probing Some Options?

List other materialg used:

Consensus: In answering the following, indicate if there seemed to be general
agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies.
Please report minority viewpoints expressed. Add any comments you
feel would be helpful.

General
1. Should Minnesota depend more, less, or,the same as now, on property
taxes as a source of revenue? — 37 _*-“/;@*“23 =
et il f perts - A
Why? Less - 75% - Because it is inequitable, regressive, doesn't reflect
ability to pay. Income and sales taxes are more equitable.
Same - 23% Those who sald “"same" said il was needed to keep up
the level of services. It is stable and offers local

control.
None - 2%




2.

w2
Which governmental services can be most appropriately financed by
property taxes?

.53
Iocal services —-2% Leagues ) i Police & Fire - 3b Leagues + 1 Unit- 7%
Benefit Property - 12 Leagues) = Streets <27 Leagues s 1-¢¢%

Parks - 24} Leagues-37%
Cee SoPviees & Sanitation - 2% Leagues + 2 Un:Lta
Local CGovernment -

1 Leagues + 1 Unit 5%
Schools = 10 Lesgues + ¥ Leagues (with state) + 9 parts + 1?7

which services can be le ast appropriately financed by property taxes?
34 . Lo ls

Welfare = 29 Leagues + 1 Unit 2/3 to 708 - '?3{1
Highways - 28 Leagues + 5 parts - 33%

Education - 8’ Leagues -+ 1:‘[{ Leagues (with local) -
dleat TC <+ Ah~ r,—«dr{_"_’

:E%part + 1?
),._,‘_4..3,...,)—-5 -+ a.az.ﬁC_

Exemptions

1. Should there be a change in the limits for exempt property?

If so, in which direction?

All ?j?Lea.gues sald fewer exemphtions

And if so, what criteria should be used for reta1n1ng, add1ng, Qr
reducing exemptions?

i 35 A SR,
Income producing) 434 s8- 774

profit making ) -33% Leagues + 1 Unit
in competition

Direct use = 8% Leagues </ 7.
20%
2. Should there be periodic reconsideration of the status of each
exemption?

All Leagues said yes

4 Leagues suggested & years

3-

Should owners of exempt property pay enough taxes, or a charge in
lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received?

S-l 2/3 / R ! 9 .
Yos -Lk273 Leagues + 1 tnit + (£ (g-ferol) ~ 7 A4
No = Parte of 5 Leagues

Charge instead of tax - &—Lea.guea - 2 parts

4

Should tax exemption be used as a socio-economic incentive?

Yes -'gg leagues + 2 parts (§ had reservations) - 77 7%
No = 2 Leagues + 4 parts - 2 7%

No agree -}Bi-Leagues - ,«,Z




If so, should there be a time limit on the exemption?

57 X,
Yos - L2 Leagues + 1 Unit - 757%

Any other limits?

Poriodic reccnsideration - 11 Leagues
Monotary limit - 6 Leagues

" zbfﬁﬂ

£

Classification

Assessment

1.

l. Should there be more, less, or the same number of classifications
as there are now?

All Leagues said less
If changed, what criteria should be used?

1 ¢lass )
based cn market value) ‘;’ Leagues + 6 parts

Benefit to general public rather than special interests - @ Leagues
Equity - ¥ Leagues

Eliminate wban-rural - 6 Leagues + 5 parts

Keep urban-rural - 2 Leagues

How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries
and training of assessors, size of assessment districts, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-
sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of more
or fewer kinds of property. Other?

Training - 36 lLeagues + L parts - -80=83% /
11 time - 39 Leagues + 2 parts + 1Y - B=% 70 -7/

Salaries - Bf Leagues + 1 Unit - 568 4¢/

Pericdic mandatory reappralsal - 2¢ Leagues -éo/{)

Size of District - 2] Leagues + 3 parts 677 y

State assess Industrial - 2P Leagues + 2 parts + 1?- ¢S7%

Invelve state dn one way or another - 334 Leagues + 2 Units - about 768

Pata - ¥ Leagues + 1 part 4% 7;}2
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League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555 Wabasha Street, St, Paul, Minnesota 55101
April 1968

CONSENSUS ON FINANCING GOVERNMENT

"The League of Women Voters of Minnesota supports property tax reform through
equitable assessments, fewer classifications, and more restrictive criteria
for determining exemptions. We also advocate less dependence on the property
tax as a source of revenue.

"The League of Women Voters of Minnesota supports equitable assessments by
professionally trained, adequately paid assessors with districts large enough
to warrant their full-time employment. Periocdic reappraisals should be man-
datory. The state should be responsible for achieving uniform standards for
assessment and should assess industrial property, There should be fewer
classes of property for taxing purposes.

"The League of Women Voters of Minnesota believes the criteria for determining
property tax exemption should be more restrictive. Property that is profit-
making or in competition with private taxpaying enterprises should be taxed
regardless of ownership. There should be periodic reconsideration of each
exemption and owners of exempt property should pay enough taxes, or a charge
in lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of local services. Tax exemptions as
socio-economic incentives should be used sparingly and for a limited time in
each case.

"The League of Women Voters of Minnesota believes that dependence on the pro-
perty tax should be diminished because it does not necessarily reflect ability
to pay and equitable administration is difficult. Iocal services such as
police and fire protection, streets, parks and sewers are the services most
appropriately financed by the property tax. Services of broader than local
significance such as welfare are less appropriately financed by the property
tax. Education is appropristely financed partly by the property tax and partly
by revenue from other sources."




FINANCING GOVERNMENT
PROPOSED CONSENSUS QUESTIONS /O0-/70-67

General S ' - : o : '

l. Should Minnesota move further in the direction of partial replacement
of property taxes? !

2. Which governmental services can be most appropriately financed by
property taxes? Which services can be least appropriately financed by property
taxes? F

Exemptions a o O
Z 1. Bhould we-meve-in -the-direetion -¢f- r limits for exempt property?
If so, what criteria should be used for retaining or adding exemptions? .. —codec.'
2+ Should owners of tax-exempt property pay énough taxes, or a charge
in lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received?
3, Should tax exemption used as_an incentive? If so, should there
be m“rﬁits?“%'“ﬁ;ﬁ%t? R IILE, 1 FERReTiss: Sl iranndl
Classifications., /...l Bud s ety 1 ST g -l
1. Should classifications be kept—as—they-are now or—changed? If
changed, what criteria should be used?

sldlady,

Assessments el ;
l. How can we improve the quality of assessmentx? ,{ }

2. Should we have mandatory periodic reappraisal? o
3+ Should more kinds of property be assessed by the state? If so,
what kinds?

Dear Boarders, one and all, please read these carefully. This is your chance
to make changes. After the answers are in will be too late. Give it some
thought and be prepared to discuss these at Board meeting. Thanks much,

Mary Nash




TO:  Me Nash
M PAY LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

E ; STATE ORGANIZATION SERVICE
FROM: Arline Brown UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55455

M PHONE: 373-2959
Feb, 3, 1968

O SUBJECT Committee meeting March 12

DATE

I am sorry that I failed to notice that the week of March 9 is final exam week here

for winter quarter.

The exam schedule came out yesterday. I have exams Tues, March 12, Wed, March 13, and

Thursday, March 14, I am free lMonday and Friday of that week,

Of course it is perfectly possible for you to have the meeting without me.

I humbly apologize.




TO:
JansBl, Prown, Carlson, Colborn, YeCoyLEAGUE«OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
STATE ORGANIZATION SERVICE
FROM: UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
iary lash MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55455
PHONE: 373-9959

SUBJECT DATE

late of meeting t0 0 ovey congensus

. M
B
M
O

Ariine has just discovered that sbe has an exam on Tues. ¥arch 17th, the day
wa'd planned for our meeting. he iz frees on lon., and Mrl. that wek. Zince
donday is the day reports are Jus in the affice, that seems s little closs,
lei's meet at 9:30 in the office on Friday, ¥arch 15th., That will give 2o tiwe
to complle the resulis befors we zaet.

If you cannot meet at this time, please let me know,

Thanks much.




M
O

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
R, vis 555 WABASHA

ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55101

e PHONE: 224-5445
¥ary Nash

SUBJECT
Property tax Consensus 32058

Ae was decided at Bd, meeting (after moet of you 1ef8), I have looked this over

and made a few changes - with 141 Jensen’s invalusble help,

The 2nd sentence was added because it bothered me to say in the 1st ventence that
the property tax is bad and then in the next to list the services that shoul be
financed by it. After such soul-searching, added a sentence on education,
Faybe the figures came out as thay did Lecause of the way the questions were worded,
but after much consideration, I think the This 45 & pretity innocuous
Statement of the prese : sany lesguers will
object to it, © not

the service that takes of the property tax.

The changed wording in the ist sentence of the 2nd paragraph ve think saye the same
thing & little more directly. In the last sentence of that paragraph, 'ecan' was
changed to 'should?!, %e'rs net in & position to Say whether or not it can be used
but we can say whether or mot it should be used.

Next to the last sentence in the last paragraph was changed becsuse the state
already is involved =to some extent- in assesament and assessment of
industrial property. I think this "hat the members mean,

Please look this over carefully 4 call me with 4y corrections or changes you would
ldke. If I con'y hear from you by Sat, evening, 1'11 222U - I '
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CONDITION SHEET

TRANSPORTATION: Economy Class Transatlantic Jet Airliner on Excursion Fare
Basis} Deluxe Blue Cars motorcoach.

HOTELS : Twin bedded rooms without private bath (hot and cold running
water only) at Standard type hotels.

MEALS : Three 3% Table d'Hote Meals Daily will be provided
on FULL DAYS of motorcoach travel. Demi-pension THROUGHOUT.

TRANSFERS: By private motorcoach between airports, hotels and vice versa.

BAGGAGE : One medium-sized suitcase per person will be allowed. One
other small overnight case may be taken but must be handled
by Tour Member at all times. Total baggage not to exceed
44 lbs,., per person.

SIGHTSEEING: Sightseeing and excursion programs as specified in the itinerary
will be provided by Private Motorcoach. Unless otherwise spec-
ified, services of guide-lecturer and entrance fees are in-
cluded.

TOUR CONDUCTOR: A qualified courier will accompany each motorcoach group.

TIPS & TAXES: Service Charges and Government Taxes normally included in
hotel bills. (Does not include personal tips.)

EXCLUSIONS: Expenses and items not specifically mentioned in this sheet
are not covered, including but not limited to: Passport Charges,
Airport and Port Taxes, Items Outside of Table d'Hote Menu,
Laundry, Beverages, Meals While in Transit, Excess Baggage
Charges, Insurance, Items Of a Purely Personal Nature.

RESPONSIBILITY: Blue Cars Incorporated, Blue Cars Ltd. of London, the organi-
zation and any travel agency or supplier of services pursuant
to or in connection with this itinerary shall not be responsible nor become li-
able for any delay incurred by any person in connection with any means of trans~
portation; nor for any loss, damage, or injury to person or property by reason
of any event beyond the control of any agency or supplier or occurring without
the fault or negligence of such agency or supplier. The right is reserved to
substitute type of aircraft, dates of departure, alter the routing or cancel the
trip if a minimum number of bookings is not reached for either the air or land
por tion of this itinerary., The right is reserved to substitute hotels for other
hotels in available categories. The right is reserved to decline to accept or
to retain at any time, any person as participant in any tour, or to cancel any
tour. No refund will be made for voluntary absence from the tour for less than
three nights, and unless notified at least 30 days prior to departure from the
United States. No refund will be allowed on the air portion of this itinerary
for cancellation within the cancellation fee period of the airline agreement.
A cancellation charge may be made for cancellation of the land portion of this
itinerary within 30 days of departure. The schedules contained herein are sub-
ject to change without notice. All rates are based on Current Tariffs and Ex-
change Rates in effect at the printing of this itinerary and are subject to ad-
Jjustment without prior notification in the event of changes therein or changes in
the number of participants on which the rates are based.
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IN ROME - Day at leisure for personal program.

DEPART ROME motoring northwards via Civitavecchia, Grosseto and
Cecina. Continue via the port of Livarno (Leghorn).

ARRIVE PISA. (Lunch enroute).

FRANCE

DEPART PISA touring along the coastal road via the resorts of
Viareggio, La Spezia and Rapallo, to Genoa. Proceed on the Italian
Riviera via Savona, Alassio, Imperia and San Remo. Enter France

at Ventimiglia and proceed on the French Riviera via Monte Carlo.
ARRIVE NICE.

IN NICE - Day at leisure.

DEPART NICE motoring via Grasse, home of the French per fume
industry, then over the Route Napoleon, Digne, Sisteron,
Grenoble and via Bourgoin.

ARRIVE LYON.

DEPART LYON motoring northwards via Avallon to Auxerre, the
ancient medieval city. Continue via Joigny, Sens and the
beautiful Forest of Fontainebleau.

ARRIVE PARIS,

IN PARIS

MORNING TOUR OF MODERN PARIS: Via the Opera, Madeleine
Church to Concorde Square, where a stop is made. Continue
along the Champs-Elysees to Les Invalides where a visit is
made to Napoleon's Tomb. Stop at the Eiffel Tower, and
proceed around the Arch of Triumph, to the Sacred Heart of
Montmar tre, where a visit is made.

AFTERNOON - Visit UNESCO.
IN PARIS - Morning and afternoon at leisure.

ENGLAND

DEPART PARIS in evening, by plane.
ARRIVE LONDON,

IN LONDON -

VISIT PARLIAMENT & GUEST SPEAKER.

AFTERNOON TOUR OF T o Victoria Embankment over-
looking the River Thames, through "The City", financial
center, the Tower of London, Royal Exchange, Mansion House,
and the Bank of England, Then to St. Paul's Cathedral, Fleet
Street, newspaper Center, Temple Bar, and the Old Curiosity
Shop of Char les Dickens' fame.

= 3 w5
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IN MILAN

MORNING CITY SIGHTSEEING: To Piazza Castello, Via Dante,
the world-famous Duomo Cathedral, St. Laurence Columns,
St. Ambrogio Basilica, Santa Maria delle Grazie with

Da Vinci's "Last Supper'", Monumen tal Cemetery, the Arch of
Peace and Scala Square with its Opera House,

DEPART MILAN motoring via Piacenza, famous silkworm breeding
center, and Parma to Modena with its magnificent Cathedral.
Continue through Bologna, seat of the oldest university, and
over the Raticosa Pass.

ARRIVE FLORENCE.

IN FLORENCE

MORNING CITY SIGHTSEEING TOUR: To the Medici Chapels with
Michelangelo's masterpieces, St. Lawrence Church, the Cathe-
dral, the Baptistry, Giotto's Bell Tower, Viale dei Colli,
Piazzale Michelangelo, with its superb view of Florence,

the House of Elizabeth Barrett Browning, the Pitti Palace
and Gallery,

Afternoon at leisure.

DEPART FLORENCE driving through the charming hill towns of
Tuscany to Perugia, the old Etruscan city with its remark-
able treasures of Renaissance art. Proceed to Assisi, poetic
city of St. Francis with the famous Sanctuary, and via Foligno,
Spoleto and Terni.

ARRIVE ROME,

IN ROME

MORNING CITY SIGHTSEEING, seeing the Quirinale Palace
(former royal residence), the Trevi Fountain, Palazzo
Madama (Senate), Piazza Navona, Castel S. Angelo and

the Janiculum Hill offering a magnificent panoramic

view of the city. Visits will be made to the Borghese
Art Gallery and Museum, the Pantheon, St. Peter's Square
and Basilica, in Vatican City.

AFTERNOON CITY SIGHTSEEING: To Capitoline Hill with its
panoramic view of the Roman Forum and Palatine Hill. See
the Arch of Triumph of Emperor Septimus Severus, the
Temples of Vespasianus, Saturn, Castor & Pollux, and Vesta,
the Avenue of the Imperial Fora, Aventine Hill, and the
Pyramid of Caius Cestus., Visits are made to the Basilica
of St. Paul outside the Walls, the Colosseum, and the
Church of St. Peter in Chains to view the statue of Moses
by Michelangelo.
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JUNE BOARD MEETING
Home of Helmi Storiie
June 17, 1965

Jean Farni, Kathy Herje, Mary Ann Gilbert, Lorraine Musller,
fue Becker, Porlis Cohen, Helmi Storlie, Dorothy itteoff, Mary
Anderson, Dede "wald, ¥arilyn Levine, futh Thorness, Ann Smery,
Chris Constigan, 544 Yoss

Rosemary Thorsen, Netty Hanson, Janlce “mery, Cathy Nordatrom
The minutes of the last meeting were corrected and approved.

Lorraine Mueller reported a balance on hand on May lat of
$714.45; expenses were #133,25; income was §189.75. Fourteen
members pald dues laat month; thoere is one now member, and two
uembers wers dropped. Neosuse the books are in audis, and there-
fore unavailable, the last Finance report is not included.

Helml rexninded the board that each member may spend up to e
maximum of 810 without board approval, 7The charge account at
Bertelson'a is now in her naums,

Jean Farni reported on her visit with the Mound League of VWomen
Voters, to tell ebout our experience in studying ¥rails, which
is thelr new Loocal topls.

The resalining time of our meeting was devoted to discussion of
our part in helping to "get out the vote"™ in the June 29th Park
Sond Issue--distributing about 180 single "Vote Yes" signs and
a telephone campalign to all of the residents listed in the
Golden Valley telephone directory.

We were raninded that we need the permissign of the property
owner to put up the signs, and that Riey gould be placed 15 feet
back from the street, They were to be put up after June 2lLth,
At the and of the mesting members were to take the signs, and
additiona]l tacks, for distridbution.

It had been hoped that Ceneral ¥ills would allow us the use of
thelr telaphones, as they have in the past, on the night of June
28th, Jean Varnl said that ahe had difficulty in making contact
with the proper suthorities at Ceneral Mills in order to get
tthelir cooperation., lHowever, after much discussion on slternative
pvlans, before the meeting was adjourned XKathy Herje was able to
get in Stouch with Oeneral Wills, and permission was given to us.

It was finally decided that as many boerd members as possible
would go to the Oeneral ¥ills offices after 4130 p.m. on the 28th
to telephone sasigned pages, and Sthat each member would try to
call members of her Unit %o recrult additional womsanpower. Any
member who preferred to telephone from home during that day would
be sasigned pages from the phone book,







HUMAN
RESOURCES:

NATIONAL:

Ny
BUSTWESS

_fsagu& of Women Voters
of Golden Villey

March Voard Heeting cont'd

Doris reported that 19 members came to the Pebruary 25th
general meoeting on the topie. Doris read a letter that waa
sent to Helmi from the Gtate Hoard YNationsl "rogras Chairman
ragarding the poor response by local Leagues to "Time for
Action™ requests. The problem of getting members to contact
thelr congressmen was bhiriefly discussed. Doris sugpested that
we have & meeting with our congresamen ns o small gronn,

The question of the tople of I'r. Horchert's talk at the anmual
meoting was explored. One suggestion was: the ressons for
urban-suburban blight with emphasis on Villege planning.

Fathy sald that the counoil had tabled the proposition that the
League do the Colden Valley survey, Helmi will cheok with
Roger Ulsted regarding the matter,

Units sugyested locel study itess for next year as follows:
Unit I - Tralls
IT « Tralffic safeby
IIT 2 V - Same as this yeer
IV » 2lind intersections

Kathy sald that she will present printed informsation on the
Planning Commission reports at units in the ®all. %raffic
safety will be included. Kathy suggested, and Yerniva woved,
that we continue our three local itens, retaining the same
wording, with explanations. Rosemary seconded the motion;
motion carried,

Herniva reported that the 3-day meetings on China were most
stimulating. She said that a book will be published by the U,
of Chicago containing reports on the conferences here snd in
Chieago. Also, there are two tapes aveilable for rental at

#5. each; Merniva suggested that we might use them for a general
meeting. She recommended that the Lasjue write twoletters:

one, %o Prea, U, Heredith ¥ilson sommending the University for
having the conference, the other, to all three major networks
requesting they rebroadeast the alleday hearings Lofore the
Forelgn Relations Coemittee.

Heolmi Cold about » letter she had received from Ntate neking
about disbanding the Mennepin County Couneil. She announced
the State Counell Weeting on ¥Way 18 & 19 at the Lowry lotel,
8%t. Paul, HKathy made a motion that we gend Rosemary and Ann
as delegates and pay all of thelr expenses, plus the registra-
tlon fees of observers. Viotion was seconded and passed,







STATE OF MINNESOTA
GOVERNOR’S COUNCIL ON HEALTH, WELFARE AND REHABILITATION

STATE PLANNING AGENCY
ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55101

HAROLD LEVANDER
GOVERNOR

Members of the Health Planning Task Force

Dr. Lawrence C. Weaver., Chairman
3

Enclosed you will find application for funds under 314 °(b)
of P.L. 89-749 prepared by the Metropolitan St. Paul and
Metropolitan Minneapolis Hospital Planning Councils.

This application reques funds provided previously under

..f(\

(SR

Secticn 318 of the Public Health Service Act which applied
ing

only to Hospital Plann Cournicils.

You will find information relat to this transitional

type of grant on pages 17 - B & ~ your Information and
Policies on Grants for Compreh: e Areawide Health Planning,
Section 314 (b).

This application will be cor 2 1€ the special meeting
of the Health Planning Tas > on February 7, 1968.
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DEPART SEVILLE for Jerez de 1la Frontera, the home of Sherry Uine,
where a Bodega will be visited before continuing to Cadiz, founded
by the Phoenicians and later belonging to the Carthaginians, Romans
and Moors. Continue via Punta Morrequi, the most southerly point
in Europe.

ARRIVE ALGECIRAS.

MOROCCO

DEPART ALGECIRAS by evening steamer to TANGIER.
IN TANGIER

MORNING CITY SIGHTSEEING: Visit the old Moorish section of
this fascinating city including the Kasbah, the ancient
Palace of the Sultan with its charming little gardens and
bazaars. Also visit the European section with its lar ge
boulevards, the harbor of Tangier and the beach.

Afternoon free.
IN TANGIER - Day free.
SPAIN
DEPART TANGIER by late steamer to MALAGA.
IN MALAGA - Morning at leisure.

AFTERNOON DEPARTURE touring via El Palo, La Caleta, Nerja to Motril.
Motoring northwards via Armilla, to GRANADA.

IN GRANADA

MORNING CITY SIGHTSEEING: Tour along Cuesta de Gomerez, the
Arco de las Granadas, Central Walk of the Alhambra Park.
Visit is made of the Generalife Gardens and Palace. Then
continue along Justice Gate, Wine Gate, Moorish Palace, Par-
tal Gardens and the Palace of King Charles V.

Afternoon free.

DEPART GRANADA touring via Jaen to Bailen. Then through the
Pass of Despenaperros to Valdepenas where a stop is made.
Proceed via Manzanares and Aranjuez.

ARRIVE MADRID.

EVENING - "Dinner meeting with local officials concerning topical
League of Women Voters projects".

“ 2
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Regular Board lMeeting
Ann Knutson's house
10909 Russell Avenue

7:30 peme

Wednesday, November 3, 1965

Minutes and Treasurer's Report
ANNOUNCEMENTS :
l. Two board positions to be filled

2. JC Youns Man of the Year Award

Human Resources - Report on September Unit Meeting

-—bgd
8

Ocvoper ﬁorkshops Report - Mary Eichhorn

Voters Service Report - Jean Risdal
Membership - Nancy Meyer

Bulletin - Ann Knutson

Unit Organization - Mitzi Pickard

November Unit Meetings - 0live Scherer

- Eleanor Morton

Review of Procedure for National Program lMaking

Boy Scouts - Betty Gutmann
Calendar Sale - Ann Knutson
School Bond Issue

National Convention Delegate
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IN MADRID

MORNING SIGHTSEEING TOUR: Along Jose Antonio Avenue,
Espana Square and Bailen Street to the Royal Palace

for a visit to see the Royal Tapes tries. Via Mayor
Square, Puerta del Sol, Carrera de San Jeronimo and

Cor tes Square to the Prado Museum, one of the oldest
and most important galleries in the world, contain-

ing the works of El Greco, Velasquez and Goya. After
visit return to the hotel via Cibeles Square and Alcala
Street.

Afternoon free.
MADRID

MORNING EXCURSION TO TOLEDO: Leave Madrid motoring to
TOLEDO, a city considered a national monument. See the
Gate of Visagra, Saint John of the Kings, Synagogue, the
House of El Greco, now a museum. Then to the Church of
St. Thomas (preserving the painting "The Burial Of The
Count of Orgaz, by El Greco), and then to the Cathedral,
one of the most beautiful and impressive of Spain. Re-
turn to MADRID,

Afternoon free.

DEPART MADRID by motorcoach touring via La Granya and Segovia to
BURGOS,

DEPART BURGOS via Briviesca and Miranda de Ebro to Vitoria, capital
of the Province of Alava. Proceed via Tolosa.
ARRIVE SAN SEBASTIAN.

IN SAN SEBASTIAN - Day free.

DEPART SAN SEBASTIAN motoring via Durango, Bilbao, Castro and
Urdiales. Continue to Laredo and Muriedas.
ARRIVE SANTANDER.

DEPART SANTANDER motoring via Torrelavega and Osorno. Continue to
Palenica, Valladolid, Olmedo, Tordesillas and Carizal.
ARRIVE SALAMANCA.

PORTUGAL
DEPART SALAMANCA touring through the Province of Leon to Ciudad
Rodrigo, entering Portugal at Fuentas de Ornoro. Proceed via Guarda
and along the Rio Alva to Coimbra and into the Duoro district.
ARRIVE FIGUEIRA Da FOZ, Atlantic Coast Seaside Resort.

IN FIGUEIRA da FOZ - Day free.

DEPART FIGUEIRA da FOZ motoring along the coast to Nazare and Deniche.
Proceed via Santa Cruz and Estoril. ARRIVE LISBON.

DEPART LISBON by Trans World Airlines Jet Airliner to NEW YORK,

LA R IR




S‘oulJ "'Lﬂ-c be move, "". ov the Same nunbew
of classilications a3 Theve ave neuw?

Moeve

Less po-f-Ad-Be — 22l Ay, i
i

L wbs ed, Wt v et ahentlls ko wsed ?
. L { : Soea [ e,
lueom.-pholum' AW, ~ B -stA -(5¢P) .(w’B[B Qw_‘;w)

o wet -

use M*""“‘ /4, = DP (Du) - Mtk - WBL ~(‘5P;/.'
ve3euveas

Velwe consideced - ST A,
b
by see s gathey,

I MM-} R
i ¥ ¢ t . ' / , A b
Mesket value B« -~ ET Fil-fo-fi)-e Fenl B0 -FHC M A - iy
\ / Wi Q’ﬁi‘ ~ (G+e) ~RC—RL
Chwy :L\ - /4 I‘MJ : t{? TR o

U AWt Qo= 2
elimincte wrben- curel ~(B Q) B (eLY(Ch) eH (W) - TF -atke- (A ~RA -Rere
2

f)!du‘in.:n e,‘&.-,* val g-z_ ‘/_Jl
Kféf wrben- ruva[- BP - F H
Slums Al




au—.\'fh
5'“"13'“97 A H- Be ~CF - l"épf:. -SLP ~'b~f57 M;,r f ol /(‘r) - ?Q [gqu)‘w‘.l

{ oy

2 oliten - (F t—> E ?_‘_

SL;HJ wot calev e Be ~ Ble - ¢l "GU ﬁ‘./ﬁ‘ 20 5 Cé--q..c Aq(f_))

Spacial iuterests

b‘;_.lac‘.f‘ +teo a’h.b"c;'- &v "d

i s g
' i ot ﬁ%
SHudy  other Ble - cH kcw/,; GF ﬂLJ\) - SLP

Stdtes

VA
ta/fw\- I«»;;“ ﬁf:u-;]’rz.d Bbru\ HAa . C-/455€d/ 22 busineas bescs Ld'S'P)
('_.(glf,_;.ch.-f‘. ‘j

s

peike new classes CH
el e

c}ecw-nz Sabve x“ilT (Cnr) *ef.é{- Ao e(Jc‘rLj -0
o3
;“!167 4(,.-.77¢}fr:-*, (-C‘ r') (6‘.1— ?)
Condpldife Subelasses F.H Lﬂ\v—‘-';z:"fz‘-‘ * f'éé 7@1—' "‘"‘\f\.-ﬂ‘,“'-—r?_
witks, ~vowes.
Dot add move FH

j P CA,—:‘-(-«? - Cdhviyereir ‘/

. x TS
‘U mntadoZenl  — (entt) ~CMA

ﬂéx/:/7 7 f;l./ DC - ra“;t‘- gd.\_f: :ﬂf‘::t:—\[:r:‘;‘“;:%-;‘:“:‘*"/r
_7;‘.:;&5.’/!7 Oc— M~ N- Ruse ”5£?:*;2*P & fla SM A

L4 ;c.-'env/ ;‘n i'-A. og - G:U’ e /_/,' "RAlJr '(f)f“C) 'SrP

r BV
P”Msﬁu -f €Ll romit De - &V
i Cirow‘r‘a\.

[,fass 'L..a-- ‘V\-JF. -sd’;/t
wew  exe ~T1T— (Du.)
Jlawm® need 1ucetie
:MJ{*




<2

it
ok o
—— / C,éﬁ/d/d (/ijm MLUML) & r}f"“—*




‘e disquasion leader sheul: =n ! An ith sLatenent o the goal
he seeting »hich 18 to attesot 2o Fe&Eh COMMENEUS oh roperty taxen, sopeeially
PeiArTing exempilon, clissification and assesassat. ‘e are Wrying to find ombwhat,

-

f iy aspeete of property tazes we agree on,

hie ean be feollowed by the rescurce o ! 3 1 ;
far, The pie charts of revenus and ipendiure Lhat you used 2 years ago {(op.

inarncin ukli ervices) w»oul 8 A& dsos %0 atsrt. “ith the new LaX
A St g, .

L1l be somevhat <ifferent in the fulare « sore from sales and
ros roce ioma rom mre orty taxes, ve Ohe Enovs how sueh yel. Then the

ckart om the bdack af Soperty, lncose and ‘ales Tazes »1311 nske s £098 review of last

e e L R —— i . .

rear's study, Concentrate on the pro TS bax relstive 10 the eriteria. hen since

reebers have already res roverty .axes: ‘robing owe pPtionepnd thourht atuut the
- - i L ——— ——

questione posed Lhere, you should be re Y o begin the conesnsus cuestbons., The =role
review should net tmlke more then ¢ winutes. The prisary vurvens of thés wesling 1s not
0 ispart isforeation but to resch Consensus 50 as swah tiee 22 poseible sust be
alloved for “iscussion.
SR VLA Tave W bieck out your time and the firouseiorn leader will haveto see
e group felleows 1% 4if they are poing % do jJustice %o all the questicas, If you
¢ quaations, that will take an bou A U slautes.
‘Bat should give you tise to éo back and review and reconsicer, espociszlly che first
eneral gusstiong. “seeuber, convenrus ip vhat WS group sgreen on, even & it isn' ¢
alvays a Jefinite ansver to Consensus questions, (dve your mesters an appoptunity to
make sure your recorder has sverything the way they want 1t.
tvicrusly these w11l de very full neet inygs, ST schodule anything else = the
new sales tax, PP ras~saking, o anyihing elee = for the sase meeting. Tvo veetinge

' this topie, 4F #t 21) poesidble, is strensly recommenced. ‘hen you would have tice to

ive each quastion thorwugh disevesion, ‘ou could only discuse at the first meeting, oo

none an’ mull it sver snd coze LRGNk Tup J S0 ansver the guestione at the vecory! cne,
or you esuld do half the guesti he at each seeting. - periaps the cones on ¢ imrgticn at

onR and the rest at the other.
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BLUE CARS INCORPORATED LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
11 West 42nd Street 1968 PROGRAM
New York, N.Y. 10036 An

DAYS
1st DEPART NEW YORK via KLM Royal Dutch Airliners Jet Flight.

HOLLAND

ARRIVE AMSTERDAM in the morning.

AFTERNOON CITY SIGHTSEEING: Drive around old and modern Ams ter-
dam, along canals and through the Old Jewish Quarter. Then

to the Rijksmuseum with its Rembrandt masterpieces, a diamond-
cutting workshop, the Royal Palace, Rembrandt's House, the 0Ol1d
Por tuguese Synagogue, the New and 0O1d Church, and the Exchange.,

GERMANY

DEPART AMSTERDAM by motorcoach touring via Utrecht to Arnhem,
scene of airborne landings of 1944, Across the German border to
Dusseldorf, center of the industrial Rhine-Ruhr district.
Continue along the banks of the Rhine to Cologne.

ARRIVE BONN,

EVENING -~ Dinner with officials and speaker guest.

DEPART BONN, boarding the steamer at Koblenz for a trip on the Rhine
river, passing the '"Loreley" to Bingen. Continue by coach via

Mainz and Darmstadt.

ARRIVE HEIDELBERG,

SWITZERLAND

DEPART HEIDELBERG continuing via the spa resort of Baden Baden
and through the Black Forest in view of the Schlossberg. Enter
Switzerland at St. Louis and proceed via Basel, Olten and Bern,
capital of the Swiss Confederation, and along the shores of Lake
Then.

ARRIVE INTERLAKEN,

IN INTERLAKEN - Day at leisure.

I TAh LY

DEPART INTERLAKEN motoring via Brienz to Andermatt, then through
the St. Gotthard Pass to Bellinzona and to the famous resort of
Lugano. Continue via Como on Lake Como, then on the Speedway.
ARRIVE MILAN (Lunch enroute).
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Saturday morning, March 2

Dear Eric and Pat,

We got a copy of the Junior Symphony and a letter from Mother the other day.
I am enclosing a check for Dave's memorial. If there had been a funeral, we
would have spent at least this much.
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Suggestions for Unit Meetings on Financing Government

The discussion leader should open the meeting with a statement of the goal

of the meeting which is to attempt to reach consensus on property taxes,
especially regarding exemption, classification, and assessment. We are trying
to find out what, if any, aspects of property taxes we agree on.

This can be followed by the resource person with a very brief review of our

study so far. The pie charts of revenue and expenditure that you used 2 years

ago (pp. 10 and 12 of Financing Public Services) would be a good place to

start. With the new tax law the revenue picture will be somewhat diffement

in the future - more sales and gross receipts and less from property taxes,

but no one knows how much yet. Then the chart on the back of Property, Income

and Sales Taxes will make a good review of last year's study. Concentrate on

the property tax relative to the criteria. Then since your members have

already read Property Taxes: Probing Some Options, and thought about the

questions posed there, you should be ready to begin the consensus questiions.

The whole review should not take more than 5 minutes. The primary purpose of this

meeting is hot to impart imformation but to reach consensus so as much time as -
/ﬁ7.zIou will have to block out your time and the discussion leader will hawe to

see that FRwswrckk: R O AR R SRR the group follows it if 'bhey are

going to do justice to all the questions. If you allow 10 minutes for each of the

questions, that will take an hour and 20 minutes. That should give you time

to go back and review and reconsider, especially the first two general questions.

Remember, consensus is what the group agrees on, even if it isn't always a

definite answer to consensus questions. Give your members an opportunity to

make sure your recorder has everything the way they want it.

Obviously these will be very full meetings. DO NOT schedule anything else =
the new sales tax, program making, amst or anything else = for the same meeting.
Two meetings on this topic, if at all possible, rongly recommended.

Then you would have time to give each question thorough discussion. You

could only discuss at the first meeting, go home and mull it over and come
back ready to answer the questions at the second one, or you could do half

the questions at each meeting -~ perhaps the ones on exemption at one and
the rest at the other.

In any case these should be very lively, exciting meetings. Use what ymm d
learned at the fall workshops to make them meaningful. And have funl! H#,//’/////

N ¢ - - — L

@possible must be allowed for discussion.

To all Boarders:

Please look this over = also the consensus questions. If you have any
suggestions, let me know on or before Nov. 30 (Budget Building Day). I
hope you're planning to attend my workshop on Dec. 5th. Thanks much. Mary
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BOARD MEMO Feb. 1968

BULLETIN EDITORS lo you have members who would enjoy having a foreign
METRO ARTA LEACUES student live with them for a month? The Minnesota
International Center is looking for homes for foreign
students entering regional colleges next fall. From mid=August to mid=Ceptember
the students will be attending orientation activities at the University and
their particular college. The four-week family stay is to be part of their

orientation and at the same time offers the Americam family an opportunity

to get acquainted with a student and learn about another country and its culture.

Perhaps you would like to mention this in your Bulletin. Now i% the time to
sign up for next fall. Anyone interested may contact Mrs. Kenneth C. Thompson,
Minnesota International Center, University of Minnesota. 711 E. River Rd.,

¥ple. 55155, The phone is 373=3200.







_fmgus of Women Votens
of ol CHllln

JURE BOARD ¥EVTING cont'd

It was agreed that, in our conversation with each voter, we
would state the following:

"My neme is «» 41 am a member of the League

of Women Voters of Uolden Valley. Yommorow is the day

to vote on the Park Bond Issue, The League supports the
bond fssue, I am calling %o remind you %o go out and vote”.

Hotlion %o adjourn was made and seconded. ieeting adfourned,

614 Noss, Hecretary




IWV of Minnesota, State Organization Service, U. of M., Minneapolis, Minn. 55455
November 1967

FINANCING GOVERNM:NT

BOARD REPORT FORM

Send one copy of this report to the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555
Wabesha, St, Paul, Minn. 55101 no later than March 11, 1968. Keep one copy for
your files. ;

Zf 3, /9 ¢

League (356{/41>¢/-x::;5g_ Date zf”

Coverage:

Please evaluate your league's coverage of Financing Public Services, Property,
Income and Sales Taxes, and Property Taxes: Probing Some Options.

g BN ///

Did all resource committee members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options? oy

—

Did members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options before unit meetings? -7, &«

e Pl

= )

How many meetings did your resource committee have this year? B Last year? ]
O fClctpletq ,* :'131"—%

How many membership meetings did you have this year?’ Units? / General? /

last year? Units? . General?

Approximately how much membership participation was there? /X  jfrzatwl ot IfF
¥ ‘15' =

& e P N

. . : /
‘Jag discussion good at units? B e PP A1
v / y

Was coverage of first two publications adequate to give basic background for study
and discussion of Property Taxes: Probing Some Options? ’?-2

i, &5 —
Bt yy/ / P ['_:_,'(_:,ﬂ,.(_,:jJ:’\"L,.fé,(( é {,/ 7z ¢ 1’ el o 2 TR Y o o
- - f [/ L‘C L - P 3 »
List other materials used: ¢ g ;ﬁé,,;f}¥@f7@~vx kn A Baie, . .. ;;l_,{_gji,,(

e . A .--":‘Z’-L‘—"'-’/ = ’:-—F/‘- ¥k £ [ }’

i - _Jj vl, - P Keq_

rd Tl

Consensus: In answering the following, indicate if there seemed to be general
agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies.
Please report minority viewpoints expressed. Add any comments you
feel would be helpful.

General
1. Should Minnesota depend more, less, or the same as now, on property
taxes as a source of revenue?

g , i 4 Lr H -
Why? O tin S oo Rl f Nl Loy
/
" —

{_:' ]_/L’ ) b B ; o S L




e IS

2, Which governmental services can be most appropriately financed by

roperty taxes? / ]
p P y ’ . ' IL /. ’ / // [ 3P

A

Iy 5

which services can be least appropriately financed by property taxes?

1 - / . - P . = Lok o
Lo A7} gl RAL Egpoder e L A
gl I. F = o g, —

Exemptions
1. Should there be a change in the limits for exempt property? (LK

If soy in which direction?

it LT

And if so, what criteria should be used for retaining, adding, or
reducing exemptions?

Should there be periodic reconsideration of the status of each
exemption?

3« Should owners of exempt property pay enough taxes, or a charge in
lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received?

.):___I y» ', A D L2

4. Should tax exemption be used as a socio-economic incentive?

1P oh R e =
ALl




=
If so, should there be a time limit on the exemption9

,.; /’u/"' v/ ) 1//‘_/\,//6'/_///. A\ A

.,_J_-H.(f' XKL P S

Any other limits?

Classification

l. Should there be more, less, or the same number of classifications
as there are now? 7

B ¥ o, p /, A , e i

If changed, what criteria should be used?

Assessment

l. How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries
and training of assessors, size of assessment districts, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-
sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of more
or fewer kinds of property. Other?

Lyl
& :




IWV of Minnesota, State Organization Service, U, of M., Minneapolis, Minn. 55455
November 1967

FINANCING GOVERNM:NT

BOARD REPORT FORM

Send one copy of this report to the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555
Wabesha, St., Paul, Minn. 55101 no later than March 11, 1968. Keep one copy for
your files.

League E Ii"'—. I’-Q"nj 2 Date Febo 20, 1968

Coverage:

Please evaluate your lLeague's coverage of Financing Public Services, Property,
Income and Sales Taxes, and Property Taxes: Probing Some Ontions.

This reseurce material was cevered thereughly with the use of visual
alds at the unit meeting. Unfertunately, with the turn-sever ef
members plus the leng tlme lapse between meetings many ef eur members
appared te bs uninfermed. Therefore the concensus was difficult te
t&;.'ﬁ.». . 3

Did all resource committee members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options? vyeg

Did members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options before unit meetings? veg

How many meetings did your resource committee have this year? sne Last year? 3

How many membership meetings did you have this year? Units? 2 General? (
Last year? (2 Units? 4 General? 0

& 2p.m.
Approximately how much membership participation was there? gjxteen ts

a b 1 2
at each unilt meeting,

elghtesn

‘lag discussion good at units? Yes.

Was coverage of first two publications adequate to give basic background for study

and discussion of Property Taxes: Probing Some Options? Yes, very goed.

List other materials used: Previeus charts frem the las
Ne e<heér material ether than LWV .

Consensus: In answering the following, indicate if there seemed to be general
agreement, fairly general, no agreecment or significant divergencies.
Please report minority viewpoints expressed. Add any comments you
feel would be helpful.

General

1. ©Should Minnesota depend more, less, or the same as now, on property
taxes as a source of revenue? Tetal agreement that the Minn.
preperty tax sheuld be lecs.
Why? Preperty swners are definintely evertaxed. They are
pe. ylng hlgh tax plus state inceme tax. With the sales
tex new, the preperty gqwner shsuld be eased frem such a
tax lead. :




P

Which governmental services can be most appropriately financed by
arvices, —— M(MW

property taxes? Public
correctiens-Kee;
lecal habilitatien

which services can be le ast appropriately financed by property taxes?
Hlghways, privat espltals, welfare and censervatien.

1. Should there be a change in the limits for exempt property?

Exemptions

If so, in whlch direction?
pcally (such

‘ft.-y receive leca 88 &
izatiens, such as hemes tha are @ &
r \JC’I !_\‘._ J " & Y y = '.:'I ': '-.' alk urche ) be ..'.":

r.‘g- lens sn 4X (‘(((:.(é 2“4“-6-45&'2‘@
e d Aece e /‘g < _d_-é’f—/ ‘(,Lc 2 “y 1‘_,-7-_'2'\
And if so, what criteria should be use for r taining, adding, or
hes and their scheels she

reducing exemptions?
Church

e oy A
Ve VS AW WL e

/C-.L’t(/._-—7

+ 1A
e Ll

Should there be perlodlc reconsideration of the status of each

LSS e

exemption?

Should owners of exempt property pay enough taxes, or a charge in

lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received?
Ve 8

Should tax exemption be used as a socio-economic incentive?

4.




If so, should there be a time limit on the exemption?

Yes

Any other limits?

- o | P -~ 4 4 A
I (he DUl laJ‘lJ-\_
UL LALE ":.',-;.1&"

Classification

1, ©Should there be more, less, or the same number of classifications
as there are now?

1,688
i i changed, what criteria should be used?

icatlengs fer church prepe)

using natural ressurces ::;.1& be taxed
DS . et oGl Bahsg-ggny_4=.:=¢n

*‘L“ltl n centrel equipn vﬂt sheuld T

v ..«J;'..'_

nigher rate te ferce in evement

Assessment
1, How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries
and training of assessors, size of assessment districts, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-
sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of more
or fewer kinds of property. Other?

sl LL‘-..




LJV of Minnesota, State Organization Service, U. of ., Minneapolis, Minn. 55455

]

league

November 1967
FINANCING GOVERNMiSNT

UNIT REPORT FORM

Anoka Date February 20, 1968

Unit

Attendance

Consensus:

General
1.

Zxemptions

16 (3 visitors) Number Absent

In answering the following, indicate if there seemed to be general
agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies.
Please report minority viewpoints expressed. Add-any comments you
feel would be helpful.

Should lMinnesota depend more, less, or the same as now, on property
taxes as a source of revenue? Same

1 o 1P o "] : ) Sl T 5 B T
Why? Same if appraiser is properly trained, A Fair and accurate

appraisal is needed,

+hich governmental services can be most appropriately financed by
property taxes? Schools, pelice and fire protection.
All services which are close to home - Local streets

shich services can be least appropriately financed by property taxes?

Highways

1, Should there be a change in the limits for exempt property? Yes

If so, in which direction? e

" And if so, what criteria should be used for retaining, adding or
reducing exemptions? That which bebefits all the people

instead of a certain faction, church, schools,

Should there be periodic reconsideration of the status of each

exemption? you




Exemptions (cont'd.)
3

Should owners of exempt property pay enough taxes, or a charge in
lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received?

Yes - Fire and Pelice protectien.

: o L ¢
Should tax exemption be used as-a socio-economic incentive?

If so, should there be a time 1limit on ithe exemption?

This should be reviewed periodically., Elderly om retired people

en fixed incomes whe cannot pay their property taxes should be
exempt .

Any other limits? After paying taxes for 40 or 45 years during their
preductive life they should net have to move simply because they are
then unable to pay«. They should net have to go on relief or welfare
and be emvarrassed by not being able to pay.

Classification

Assessment

1.

l. Should there be more, less, or the same number of classifications
as there are now? 5 ; s ih - P i ~
One calssification - state wide ,.

Lo g

. If charnged, what ocriteria should be used?

How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider:  salaries
and training of assessors, size of assecasment districts, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reapvvaisal, data for asses-
sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of
more or fewer kinds of property. Other?

Full time, trained assessors - all paid by the state.
Periodic re-training.
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November 1967

FINANCING GOVERNMiuNT

BOARD REPORT FORM

Send one copy of this report to the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555
Wabesha, St. Paul, Minn. 55101 no later than March 11, 1968. Keep one copy for
your files.

League Austin T Date March 11, 196¢

Coverage:

Please evaluate your lLeague's coverage of Financing Public Services, PrOpertx,

Income and Sales Taxes, and PrOperty Taxes. Probing Some Options. co

[ neetin gcussion units and als
;qguzcb Chr. to onduct a queetl

oneensus at unit

received and the

AAUe |
r 4 &

Did all resource committee members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options?

Did members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options before unit meetings? VE=E

W

How many meetings did your resource committee have this year? OIE€ Last year? one

How many membership meetings did you have this year? £WOUnits? One General? oOne
Last year? Units? General?

One orie non
Approximately how much membership partlclpatlon was there? 2ztten

tion by about one hundred and ten members of one

would also add t
‘las discussion good at units?

KCep

Was coverage of first two publlcatlons adequate to give basic background for study

and discussion of Property Taxes: Probing Some Options? very g£00d

List other materlals used:

John New Developments on the State Revenue Front

Consensus: In answering the following, indicate if there seemed to be general
agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies.
Please report minority viewpoints expressed. Add any comments you

feel would be helpful.

General
1. Should Minnesota depend more, less, or the same as now, on property
taxes as a source of revenue? _




"
2. Which governmental services can be most apprOprlately flnanced by

property taxes? 1h
courts, ;Lc_v_rinnt :

which services can be least appropriately financed by property taxes?
and Education

liver

Exemptions
1. Should there be a change in the limits for exempt property?

If so, in which direction?

And if so, what criteria should be used for retaining, adding, or
reducing exemptions?

o

2. Should there be periodic reconsideration of the status of each
exemption?

o

3+ Should owners of exempt property pay enough taxes, or a charge in
lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received?

Fenerat

aoTeemeriT—-

4, Should tax exemption be used as a socio-economic incentive?




If so, should there be a time limit on the exemption?

)

Any other limits?

Classification

1. Should there be more, less, or the same number of classifications
as there are now?

be -

™11 F 11 =
(SROAC S RS oe Cut

cone laerapd]

If changed, what criteria should be used?

2 4 R e + £ - .
A o1 P 8 - P £ & Y i \ &3
Lo A e R Y ke e bl bl G LS L vored p=, L0 UL “oe

Assessment

1, How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries
and training of assessors, size of assessment districts, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-
sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of more
or fewer kinds of property. Other?
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BOARD REPORT FORM

Send one copy of this report to the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555
Wabesha, St. Paul, Minn. 55101 no later than March 11, 1968. Keep one copy for
your files.

League ARDEN HILLS Date _Feb, 6, 1968

Coverage:

Please evaluate your league's coverage of Financing Public Services, Property,
Income and Sales Taxes, and Property Taxes: Probing Some Options.

All were an every member publication in members hands before every
meeting,

Did all resource committee members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options?
yes
Did members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options before unit meetings?

ves
How many meetings did your resource committee have this year? | Last year?

How many membership meetings did you have this year? Units? 4 General?
last year? Units? 4 General?

lApproximately how much membership participation was there?
38 out of 60 dues paying members

‘las discussion good at units? excellent

Was coverage of first two publications adequate to give basic background for study
and discussion of Property Taxes: Probing Some Options?

yes

List other materials used: The Free List-Wehrwein; Twin cities Tax Study
Role of the States in Strengthening the Property Tax, Vol I and 1I,

A Study of Revenue Sources to Sppplement the Property Tax, LWV Paine.
Consensus: In answering the following, indicate if there seemed to bd geneta

agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies.
Please report minority viewpoints expressed. Add any comments you
feel would be helpful.

General
1. Should Minnesota depend more, less, or the same as now, on property
taxes as a source of revenue?
Less Yé¢g- fairly general agreement ; minority viewpoint was that it
should bg,swhe same as now,
%.most equitable
« most flexible and productive
3. income tax a mare fair measure of wedlth--one strong opinion

4, not fair to older and low income people




-

2. Which governmental services can be most appropriately financed by
operty taxes? .
%ﬁsge 3ﬁic§sserve the people--courts, police, fire, neighborhood
parks, sanitation, streets, education., (general agreement)

which services can be least appropriately financed by property taxes?

Welfare-general agreement
Education less--gignificant divergancies

Exemptions
l. Should there be a change in the limits for exempt property?
general agreement that there should be, one strong "no" vote,
If so, in which direction?

There should be less exempt property. Two people fI¢ félt that
church buildings eould be taxed,

And if so, what criteria should be used for retaining, adding, or
reducing exemptions?

more uniform

we need more information in black and white on what is exempted
services needed for pplice etc,

should pay taxg if a profit is made

use it's put to as education or religious pirpose

if operated in competition it should be taxed

2. Should there be periodic reconsideration of the status of each
exemption?

Yes, fairly general agreement that if it actually were done every
6 years that was adequate

9 felt that it‘could be continuous
9 felt it should be done every 2 years

3+ Should owners of exempt propérty pay enough taxes, or a charge in
lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received?
There was general agreement that they should pay a charge in

liew of taxes. 14 would exclude public schools, public colleges
and public hospitals.

4. Should tax exemption be used as a socio-economic incentive?

General agreement =--yes, It should depend on the use of the
exemption (6 were undecided)




If so, should there be a time limit on the exemption?

yes- general agreement

Any other limits?

Depends on the category
Monetary limit--for example, a percentage ; cost as gampared to
the value of the property.

Classification
1. Should there be more, less, or the same number of classifications
as there are now?

general agreement--less
If changed, what criteria should be used?

1, fewer classifications
2., income and non-income producing property
3. prudent simplification

Assessment
l, How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries
and training of assessors, size of assessment districts, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-
sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of more
or fewer kinds of property. Other?

General agreementon:
l, better slaries and training
larger assessment districts "
state assessor- sonsultant for ¥ndustrial - data and informatiion
provided by the state
more assessing done by state assessors for large industries,
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BOARD REPORT FORM

Send one copy of this report to the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555
Wabesha, St, Paul, Minn. 55101 no later than March 11, 1968. Keep one copy for
your files.

League B :'{.HLelu/’/iz} M v v Date _2- ) g

Coverage:

Please evaluate your League's coverage of Financing Public Services, Property,
Income and Sales Taxes, and Property Taxes: Probing Some Optionse. i . 7
2 M ML.‘_‘I,“:[ < \.}3—;..6,-4‘ o

n - g = 4
Vi ook nefaid 4 dessinmai e G

—1 ‘“xd—/{‘* - _{:{ ﬁ el - . L‘ >y gi,{'«.}t/wn e p s =7 i~ "Lt-'“').il\l”c"""-':.-u\‘-
@L il "LL.C/{\ \Qﬁ_t r)( L apielt = & PP (5 Les - D] O ¥

t?t 'LL sl ,:) refecnn

ALk Vo reaal ‘[‘\LJ( P L Lo r/ (A ((/{— ),xhdatcfch\ 5 A
Did all resource committee members ﬁave Pr0pe y Taxes: Problng_Some Options?

W O o .
¢ : L - TJ LA At

A A ¢ LS——Q:,_IL. T I B ) At '} )é
I,Pc‘ bl ea /_ R

v (]
[ ( ’m ..-‘L_Fdd—/{

Did members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options before unit meetings? /<&’ Savl

0= ’L/{LV{@- ol (10/@)“’ = '{}—ALT A pa 'l ‘L‘ff s e a e
How many meetings did your resource committee have this year? S Last year? /

How many membership meetings did you have this year? Units? General? g
Last year? Units? General? ¢ '

Approximately how much membership participation was there? /3

" ? ¢ 2 ARG
‘las discussion good at units? AU Qoo Ol Al S Nas &J h)
o dalv }‘«dg i [eforv L ao Lucit o Lot e S
Was coverage of first two publications adequate to give basic background for study
and discussion of Property Taxes: Probing Some Options?

(3HSL¢.L: A eicerines

List other materials used: \l;-ania‘gﬁuwkkﬁl‘ 'V”tﬂ4* Reeto

- i dcal A
Consensus: In answering the following, indicate if there seemed to be general
agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies.
Please report minority viewpoints expressed., Add any comments you
feel would be helpful. q)fbttiLg T B ] &{&“Jkﬁdﬂ/
- S )

General
1. Should Minnesota depend more, less, or the same as now, on property

taxes as a source of revenue? Ceoa

Why? QF Ao a~v _u..-»-z_{ L) _f-d‘*?‘ Zo Auroen

T "




=g

2. Which governmental services can be most appropriately financed by
property taxes?

Wwhich services can be least appropriately financed by property taxes?

Exemptions
1. Should there be a change in the limits for exempt property?

If so, in which direction?

And if so, what criteria should be used for retaining, adding, or
reducing exemptions?

Should there be periodic reconsideration of the status of each
exemption?

Should owners of exempt property pay enough taxes, or a charge in
lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received?

4. Should tax exemption be used as a socio-economic incentive?




If so, should there be a time limit on the exemption?

Any other limits?

Classification

1. Should there be more, less, or the same number of classifications
as there are now?

If changed, what criteria should be used?

Assessment

1, How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries
and training of assessors, size of assessment districts, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic¢ mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-
sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of more
or fewer kinds of property. Other?




Bt s A
.)( PSP f_/_" {”"d&j fi.c\( i / 'Ld‘-f—l \i.-J \\
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BOARD REPORT FCRM

Send one copy of this report to the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555
Wabesha, St, Paul, Minn. 55101 no later than March 11, 1968. Keep one copy for
your files.

League Bemidji Date February 6, 1068

Coverage:

Please evaluate your League's coverage of Financing Public Services, Property,
Income and Sales Taxes, and Property Taxes: Probing Some Options,

The league coverage was wxcellent through their publicatiocns.

lbany of our members felt that more time could well be spent on the
study; impossible for gpoup study ,though because of such a full program.

Did all resource committee members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options?
yes

Did members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options before unit meetings?
ves

How many meetings did your resource committee have this year? 1L \ Lastdyear?i'
one meeting of entire committee, other meetings of small groups.

How many membership meetings did you have this year? 1 Units? 1 General?
Last year? 1 Units? 1 General?

Membership is streesed at all time and visiters invited to all meetings
Approximately how much membership participation was there?

The majority participated, enthusiastically. Riscussion was well c-nducted.

‘Jas discussion good at units?
Excellent in every unit.
Was coverage of first two publications adequate to give basic background for study
and discussion of Property Taxes: Probing Some Options? Vves
1." The Role of States in Strengthening Property
2. " Federal and State Coordination of Personal
List other materials used: Tneome Taxes."
3. " Tax Overlapping in the Unites States.”
4" %eggures of State and Local Fiscal Capacity
Consensus: In answering the following, indicate if there seemed to be general
agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies.
Please report minority viewpoints. expressed. Add any comments you
feel would be helpful.

Exeept where indicated consensus was general.

™ n

JaXes

General
1, Should Minnesota depend more, less, or the same as now, on property
taxes as a source of revenue? Lesas

2 Ma + :
Why? Many arsas now dapendent on property taexes are of national econcern
and shou 1ld be financed bv income or sales tax.

Property taxes are no longer a reflection of the ability to pay.




-2

2. Which governmental services can be most appropriately financed by
property taxes?
Local nublic ser vice cnets® fire andn-lice nrotecti n, streets, a
administration of loecal governmsent.

which services can be least appropriately financed by property taxes?

Highwaye, w2llfare sducation( Some felt that & 'propértion of the
cost of sducation should be borne by property tax.)

Exemptions
l. Should there be a change in the limits for exempt property?
Y&s strongly stated.
If so, in which direction?
Less exemption for oroperty owned by federal and state governments
receiving service from local rovernments. |
gritii‘e religious and 2du:7tion organizationas.
17 tat

n
c
relin 1 "Bf@iv:nf sarviess sh-uld nevy for then

l.esa exemntion for

A strong general

And if so, what criteria should be used for retaining, adding, or
reducing exemptions?

All pay a fair shal of aservices.

Limitations within catagories.

A feeling was exnr=seed that further studvy is Assirable

2« Should there be periodic reconsideration of the status of each
exemption?

Yes, delinitely { Aifficult to admi

3+ Should owners of exempt property pay enough taxes, or a charge in
lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received?

-

Ves. ( See 1 underexemnti ns)

4. Should tax exemption be used as a socio-economic incentive?
Ves




If so, should there be a time limit on the exemption?

evalua ion within the time limit.

=)
8 area because of laeck of kn wledge.)

R
in thi

Any other limits?

Classification

1. Should there be more, less, or the same number of classifications
as there are now?

Fewer

If changed, what criteria should be used?
Market value rehlher then true value.
Oriteria should be simplified.
Reduce number of classes so assesgment procedursd whth be
facilitated.
Should not cater to vested interests.

Assessment

1. How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries
and training of assessors, size of assessment districts, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-
sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of more
or fewer kinds of property. Other?

Local assessers enﬁlquA full time, better paid, impartisal, an@(reruired
to take training.

A

\sgessoras emnloved to work in conjunction with county =ssessors.
Neeppraisal consistant as well as neriodie and mandatory.
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BOARD REPORT FORM

Send one copy of this report to the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555
Wabasha, St. Paul, Minn. 55101 no later than March 11, 1968. Keep one copy for
your files.

League 3laine Date z_ 468

Coverage:

Please evaluate your League's coverage of Financing Public Services, Property,
Income and Sales Taxes, and Property Taxes: Probing Some Options.

Publications sent to all members

Did all resource committee members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options?

Did members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options before unit meetings?

How many meetings did your resource committee have this year? 2 Last year?

How many membership meetings did you have this year? 1 Units? 3 General? 0O
last year? 2 Units? & General? 0O

Approximately how much membership participation was there?

‘lag discussion good at units? Yes

Was coverage of first two publications adequate to give basic background for study
and discussion of Property Taxes: _Probing Some Options?

" 2 3 a aiins I s adisAer
Juestionable - ¢ members, Our st

List other materials used:

Consensus: In answering the following, indicate if there seemed to be general
agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies.
Please report minority viewpoints expressed. Add any comments you
feel would be helpful,

General
1. Should Minnesota depend more, less, or the same as now, on property
taxes as a source of revenue?

legs
Legs

Why? Jecause it is not equitable




-
2., Which governmental services can be most appropriately financed by

property taxes?

local services a

Wwhich services can be least appropriately financed by property taxes?

) 1 "‘.'\_ TS

Exemptions
1. Should there be a change in the limits for exempt property?

If so, in which direction? Competiti

And if so, what criteria should be used for retaining, adding, or
reducing exemptions?

Should there be periodic reconsideration of the status of each
exemption?
Ye 1y!

Should owners of exempt property pay enough taxes, or a charge in
lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received?

gy I I TP ——" -~
r certain circumstances

Should tax exemption be used as a socio-economic incentive?

eq




If so, should there be a time limit on the exemption?

’
Yes

Any other limits?

Classification

l. Should there be more, less, or the same number of classifications
as there are now?

ess

If changed, what criteria should be used?

Weasa 13 11 L 9 £, . L T - - I xr " = el
fould require further study to comment.

Assessment
l., How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries
and training of assessors, size of assessment districts, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-
sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of more
or fewer kinds of property. Other?
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FINANCING GOVERNM:NT

BOARD REPORT FORM

Send one copy of this report to the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555
Wabesha, St. Paul, Minn. 55101 no later than March 11, 1968. Keep one copy for
your files.

League ; ominoton Date

Coverage:

Please evaluate your league's coverage of Financing Public Services, Property,
Income and Sales Taxes, and Property Taxes: Probing Some Options.

Did all resource committee members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options?

Did members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options before unit meetings?

How many meetings did your resource committee have this year? 5 Last year? ”
Plus two workshop:

How many membership meetings did you have this year? Units? 1 General?

Last year? Units? General? 1

ﬂpproxlmately how much membership partlclpatlon was there?

o

)1d members di contribute but very 1lit le from
‘lag discussion good at units? >me units ves. ew

Was coverage of first two publications adequate to give basic background for study
and discussion of Property Taxes: Probing Some Options? a8

List other materials used:

Consensus: in'answéfing'£he'following, indi&ate-if there seemed to be genéral
agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies.
Please report minority viewpoints expressed. Add any comments you

feel would be helpful.

General
1. Should Minnesota depend more, less, or the same as now, on property
taxes as a source of revenue? (difficult cuestion) 2 jorit:
Why°

1




Exemptions

£2a

Which governmental services can be most appropriately financed by
property taxes? neral-- natation, water, police, local

00ls

ﬁhmch services can be keast apprOprlately financed by property taxes?
sneral--] ,

1. Should there be a change in the limits for exempt property?

4.

-~ = e e =] f= 3 - o

If so, in which direction?

And if so, what criteria should be used for retaining, adding, or
reduclng exempt10ns¢ eneral--income producing and in com

oul e TaAXeU,

Should there be periodic reconsideration of the status of each
exemption? Yes--all units

Should owners of exempt property pay enough taxes, or a oharge in
lleu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received? (-

e L1 4 .}J 'J’.‘

Should tax exemption be used as a socio-economic incentive?




If so, should there be a time limit on the exemption?

101t

Classification

l. Should there be more, less, or the same number of classifications
as there are now? e58-=-211 unif

e

If

changed, what criteria should be used?

) ture of

] e H
-2 -

2 S

Assessment

l. How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries
and training of assessors, size of assessment districts, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-
sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of more
or fewer kinds of property. Other?

1 1A
Y13
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FINANCING GOVERNM:NT

BOARD REPORT FORM

Send one copy of this report to the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555
Wabasha, St. Paul, Minn. 55101 no later than March 11, 1968. Keep one copy for
your files.

League é:E§i4a;¢«¢é:%;fa4,ﬁﬁiiizﬁé Date ’i%kaA,. S

Coverage:

Please evaluate your League's coverage of Financing Public Services, Property,
Income and Sales Taxes, and Property Taxes: Probing Some Options.

wos

e y2 o

Did all resource committee members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options? =;7ﬂ¢,1

Did members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options before unit meetings? ,f¢£4LJ

How many meetings did your resource committee have this year? / Last year? /

ow many membership meetings did you have this year? & nits? General? o a8

H

Lagt year? Units? General? .

7éic,4?_1g&x7pt2bﬁ7t=#L—fr—2¢2ﬁ2;CC7bz:fF_Ef;?if};f;;'_J . .

ipproximately how much membz%iziflparticipa ion was there? Z/f ( /
— - . Prg B

Aacieaatn ) el bLﬂa( nd - )ngf 5?07"ﬁ€

‘lag discussion good at units?

/
Was coverage of first two publications adequate to give basic background for study
and discussion of Property Taxes: Probing Some Options? fzfzﬁL’

List other materials used: Q;W/ ﬂ,ﬂ Lo o i O

Consensus: In answering the following, indicate if there seeméd to be general
agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies,
Please report minority viewpoints expressed. Add any comments you
feel would be helpful.

1. Should Minnesota depend more, less, or the same as now, on property
taxes as a source of revenue? X , ., . Glueds J ?.ew,, ¢
¥l

“ 7 A i
2Lt ﬁ ZY N L
m C’jLMJ/__d/' I~ J/ZM "Q.‘/{QJ o CC,
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2, Which governmental services can be most appropriately financed by

property taxes?
a M el /M_{ 7:»-&2 C e N{,&n&}

/1_,4-4—eé4. ,{/ie,

ices can be least appropriately financed by property taxes?
7 M’LM ,}1 2} M 257 <©
Mi"‘;é”%"’“““’ I"W% M*}Zé .
il a »itlele Cast '/é—
L ke ’L‘%L%ﬂ
Ei@gywrn,(,f,w%r. /L/HJZ ' ¥ . - M, /-\_
Exemptions iy ¢ g {diiszé?

l. Should there be a change in the limits for exempt prope

If so, in which direction? /;51_

T A . Z{L /Zy{x. Corc P
W e Bt e

L€ _¢ 4_4414_,_

And if so, what criteria should be used for retaining, adding, or

reducing exemptions? &;22{1 = ¥ ,{{¢~442' &

‘f/% (Aey Crrip T 1ol sy B e/wf— oy, /Z,/Q

LAl b L f ain iV T {4% e s
pLHaEf:iﬂz/vuff;;?;e § ;;Z b '1Aé;z;i'e

2. Should there be periodic reconsideration of the status of each

exemption?
o ﬁ;})za — Ut da m s

3+ Should owners of exempt property pay enough taxes, or a charge in
lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received? 7 -

w——(_(_?‘_
27/:44z]¥ e 4£Lé? S Eflék) AR R
(,/ywu}¢¢¢pn42: AV tceo y 044»L4f " A;AZLL.de jiia /%;‘c

“i/( AINA d——ﬁmﬁ‘—u_q 4'7‘
?/(/,d 1 4 ’L—f"&x_/&{_ﬂb - i

4, Should tax exemption be used as a szlo—econmc incentive? %U, m_/Q{ .

e 2 4/1/55 aftdfﬂfﬁf~47 m C §{7ut4¢c VP iﬁkf
) AL ; ‘ 7é‘ e 7
LW Wf //(.M% a. 76_6\7.{ A’f.e-‘czé 4,/ qu@;wﬁm
1;;1,43¢>&44ﬁg (iZ¢JéL/L4 7zi£ﬂ£k4_ﬂi1€4L{f 4£e, '7i,77h€2¢14/yuu449 LLF#_thfzq(
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If so¢/ should the¥e be a time limit on exemp :Lon‘?
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f« f o m?m‘ul %—'M L;% LMZMQJ 770

other limits? 'b’f”* ngj Al q/ﬂMﬂ“f{ 74 Z:hu

Clagsification

l. Should there be mcz ess, or the same number of classifications

as there are now? e M‘-{c__; Z
prbige piliact fesrurens &“ﬁf% gt >t

If changed, what criteria should be used?

/ /.LL-’VLM

Assessment

1, How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries
and training of assessors, size of assessment districts; full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-
sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of more
or fewer kinds of property. Other" Prorwtiere fuene g ha

/Lé /&/sz Ll [LMAA’V-CM ? 4'-7!24 xé'/wzj:y{ ke 7{"‘1%(/{ A{
WM /éué(’ MWM/Z »-@Z/ Osr¥
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BOARD REPORT FORM

Send one copy of this report to the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555
Wabesha, St. Paul, Minn. 55101 no later than March 11, 1968. Keep one copy for
your files.

League BROOKLYN CENTER Date FEPRUALRY 18, 1968

Coverage: CONSENSUS = Property Taxes: Probing some Optioms

Please evaluate your league's coverage of Financing Public Services, Property,
Income and Sales Taxes, and Property Taxes: Probing Some Options.

Members had
all publications - committee used background infdrmation (for selves) and
charts in units(5) om Fimance item. lLocal study om Property Taxes. Coverage

was adequate, information was more tham adequate- Stete Committee did great job.
In my opinion, unforturately for this item we mow have Sales Tax (effects
undetermined) arnd no real tax reform this put some parts and information

in study im “gray area" and was detrimemtal to member interest.

Did all resource committee members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options?

Yes

Did members have Property Taxes: Probing ‘Some Options before unit meetings? v

es
How many meetings did your resource committee have this year? Last year?

How many membership meetings did you have this year? Units? General?

last year? Units? General? <t L ..

. om comsensus one wnole meetimyg~-adequate

imat i ticipatio there?

Approximately how much membership participation was the L I (WAL S
good

‘Jas discussion good at units? Y
88

Was coverage of first two publications adequate to give basic background for study
and discussion of Property Taxes: Probing Some Opticns?

Yes - all material exceptiomal ez usual

List other materials used: L Hatfield/ 4
article by Johm Shannon, Am Analysis of Recent Tax Froposals.

"

Brooklyn Center Tax publicatiom, article by Hatfleld, mewspaper clippings,

Consensus: In answering the following, indicate if there seemed to be. general
agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies,
Please report minority viewpoints expressed. Add any comments you
feel would be helpful.

General ’
1. Should Minnesota depend more, less, or the same as now, on property
taxes as a source of revenue?

LE

Feirly equallly divided betweemn less and
SEI® AS BOW
‘Sane wished to see effect of sales tax before the could determine less
as 20 replacenent tax could be determined for meeded revemue. Those wishing less felt
sone services could be provided at (state ex. omly) amcther govermmental level and
revenue (locally) could then be less.




i

2. Which governmental services can be most appropriately financed by

‘p - v
PRI e Gensral agreement oa “local" services- those that
it property and are mot mobile - as police, fire, samitatiom, public works

cal recreatiomal facilities.

felt school should also be imcluded here (less tham F al group).
‘which services can be least appropriately financed by property taxes?

HIGHWAYS =
ATR POLLUTIO!

148

Exemptions
1. Should there be a change in the limits for exempt property? ves

3 mo
4 i ggfmar i ichuﬁirectlon9 1)periodic review
a)ora;ts rether tham exemptions
eaeral agreement but separate 3) more defimite lines drawn for what is
cestions each carrying 7 of taxable and what is not

=

l
group (sane for below) 4) Limit om exempt property

And if so, what criteria should be used for retaining, adding, or
reducing exemptions?
exempt public supportedscharitable and or mom-profit organizations (educational - chu
and one parsonage. Two would mot sxempt church propertys.
property mom-exemnpt
h proper = mot imclude pt:%orwga/scHOﬁls. Edueational (private c
base.
producing church and charitable property. Tax lerge cooperatives.
2. Should there be periodic reconsideration of the status of each
exemption?
P Yeos

3. Should owners of exempt property pay enough taxes, or a charge in
lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received? ves for "local"
services but methods prefered varied. 1l)a charge ia lieu of taxes to cover services
2 )public supported imstitutioms remain exempt(ex. federal property ).
3) unable to cetermine how to assess.

4. Should tax exemption be used as a socio-economic incentive?y. (2) it's

done mow 1)criteria based om public supported comcerns (ex. air pollutiom).
ratner & grant than exemptiom-momey received after imdustry meets requirements
property improvemeat, business expausiom im slum areas. g NO.




If so, should there be a time limit on the exemption?

Any other limits?
1)Tax linits om elderly with low isc
2 )Based om or at ALL not S.t&Ii_ isterest
3)Geographic ~housing defimed by distriet
4) imcone

Classification
l. Should there be more, less, or the same number of classifications
ag there are now? Less - simplified or comsolidated

If changed, what criteria should be used?
) Liked Govermment Tax Study Committee recommendationms
) further study aad recommsudatiom by Citizems Leagu
3) elimination betweem urbam and rural land classificatiom

Assessment
l. How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries
and training of assessors, size of assessment districts, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-
sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of more
or fewer kinds of property. Other? gemeral agreememt- Periodic
wndatory reassessment and Qualified full-time (traiwef} asgessors
z 2groed State-wide industrial assessors, hired by state and Larger regiomal districts
others Jassessors pocl
J professional staff
Jeomm u;it" billed for services
4)civil service positiom
5)state stamdard data

(sorry about fractioms seems like gemeral agreement omareas of comcern but
not om methods or specifics)

P. Plummer 561=56520

1f Boanil s

Corelol HE ?g (oL

e .
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BOARD REPORT FORM

Send one copy of this report to the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555
Wabesha, St, Paul, Minn. 55101 no later than March 11, 1968. Keep one copy for
your files.

League Burnsville Provisional League of Women Voters Date February 7, 1968

Coverage:

Please evaluate your league's coverage of Financing Public Services, Property,
Income and Sales Taxes, and Property Taxes: Probing Some Options.

Beth of thﬁso publications were extremely useful as membership

resource pieces. Judging from discussion they were well read.

Did all resource committee members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options? Yes

Did members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options before unit meetings? Yes

How many meetings did your resource committee have this year? 2 Last year? 4

How many membership meetings did you have this year? ] Units? x General?
Last year? 1 Units? x General?

Approximately how much membership participation was there? Geod participatien by

the 51% of the membership in attendance.
Jas discussion good at units?

Yes
Was coverage of first two publications adequate to give basic background for study
and discussion of Property Taxes: Probing Some Options?

Yes

List other materials used:

Consensus: In answering the following, indicate if there seemed to be general
agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies,
Please report minority viewpoints expressed. Add any comments you
feel would be helpful.

General
1. Should Minnesota depend more, less, or the same as now, on property
taxes as a source of revenue? Ie
. ss

Why?




.

2. Which governmental services can be most appropriately financed by
property taxes?
&. Local services

which services can be least appropriately financed by property taxes?

State wide services, transpertation -- water pellutien

Exemptions
l. Should there be a change in the limits for exempt property? Yes

If so, in which direction?
Remove more preperty from exemption list.

And if so, what criteria should be used for retaining, adding, or
reducing exemptions? Any function in competitien with private
enterprise should be taxed.

Profit making enterprises should be taxed.

2. Should there be periodic reconsideration of the status of each
exemption? Yes, every 5 te 6 years

5+ Should owners of exempt property pay enough taxes, or a charge in
lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received? Yes

4, Should tax exemption be used as a socio-economic incentive? Seme felt
that homestead and lew inceme should be given incentive. Incentive te

rental property improvement te the extent that property is not up=-graded




beyond present econemic levels of tenants. Some felt new business
should be given exemption of three years or certain percent of profit
whichever comes first.

=B

If so, should there be a time limit on the exemption? No agreement

Any other limits? Ne

Clagsification

1. Should there be more, less, or the same number of classifications
as there are now?

Less

If changed, what criteria should be used? Highly specialized

classif'ications should be eliminasted.

Assessment :

l. How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries
and training of assessors, size of assessment districts, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-
sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of more
or fewer kinds of property. Other?

l. Full time trained assessors with adequate salaries.
2. Certification of assessors

5+ Assessors should net asses in own community -- for fear of
losing ebjectivity. They should be rotated periodically.

4. Small communities should share assessors.

Why dees the state asssess airlines but net trucking, railroeads, er

buses?
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Send one copy of this report to the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555
Wabasha, St. Paul, Minn. 55101 no later than March 11, 1968. Keep one copy for
your files.

League 1O | VULTS Date

Coverage:

Please evaluate your lLeague's coverage of Financing Public Services, Property,
Income and Sales Taxes, and Property Taxes: Probing Some Options.

EF)

Did all resource committee members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options?

Did members ﬁave Property Taxes: Probing Some Options before unit meetings?

How many meetings did your resource committee have this year? Last year?

How many membership meetings did you have this year? Units? General?
Last year? Units? General? .

Approximately how much membership participation was there?

‘lag discussion good at units?

Was coverage of first two publications adequate to give basic background for study
and discussion of Property Taxes: Probing Some Options?

List other materials used:

1ew \ b | . g & 3 |

Consensus: In answering the following, indicate if there seemed to be general
agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant diwergencies.
Please report minority viewpoints expressed. Add any comments you
feel would be helpful.

General

1. Should Minnesota depend more, less, or the same as now, on property
taxes as a source of revenue? &




L

2, Which governmental services can be most apprOprlately financed by
proPerty taxes? .

A3 ol AR T

which services can be least appropriately financed by property taxes?

- T . r - b
T : " - g A . _ anh
o - ] ] erest. (Mational gel)

Exemptions
1. Should there be a change in the llmlts for exempt property°

If 80y in whlch d.u:‘ec:‘c:|.cm,'p

"y TE

And if so, what criteria should be used for retaining, adding, or
~ reducing exemptions?

0181

Should there be periodic reconsideration of the status of each
exemption?

Should owners of exempt property pay enough taxes, or a charge in
lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received?

Should tax exemption be used as a socio-economic incentive?




If so, should there be a time limit on the exemption?

Any other limits?

Classification

1. Should there be more, less, or the same number of classifications
as there are now?

If changed, what criteria should be used?

Assessment

1, How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries
and training of assessors, size of assessment districts, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-
sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of more
or fewer kinds of property. Other?

4¢¢7 /{44/£Qo4¢{ﬂﬂ 7> 1311&( L/J;’ (
—F e

f2 < */7‘/”’ e Aire alere

L
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League Cags Lake Minnesota Date March 1. 1068

Coverage:

Please evaluate your league's coverage of Financing Public Services, Property,
Income and Sales Taxes, and Property Taxes: Probing Some Optionse.

We have covered this item very thoroughly devoting 2 meetings to "Financing Public

Services" and 1 meeting to each of the other two, We used charts. discussions, et .

Did all resource committee members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options?

Yes

Did members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options before unit meetings? y. o

How many meetings did your resource committee have this year? 1] Last year? 1

How many membership meetings did you have this. year? Units? General? 1
Last year? Units? General? 1

Approximately how much membership participation was there? Almost 100%

‘las discussion good at units? Excellent

Was coverage of first two publications adequate to give basic background for study
and discussion of Property Taxes: Probing Some Options? Yes, definitely

List other materials used: Newspaper clinpings. tax information from County Treasurer

Consensus: In answering the following, indicate if there seemed to be general
agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies.
Plead@, report minority viewpoints expressed. Add any comments you
feel would be helpful.

General
1. Should Minneggha depend more, less, or the same as now, on property
taxes as a spurce of revenue? General agreement that Minnesota should
denend less on property taxes as a source of revenue,
Why?

Income Tax and sales tax more equitable




s

2. Which governmental services can be most appropriately financed by
property taxes?
Those which wouldtenefit the owner paying the taxes such as local servi es

including fire and nolice protection, street improvement, and the like

which services can be least appropriately financed by property taxes?
Hospitals, Highways, Welfare

Exemptions
1. Should there be a change in the limits for exempt property?

General agreement - Yes
If so, in which direction?

Cut down number of exempt properties

And if so, what criteria should be used for retaining, adding, or
reducing exemptions?
Reduceingz exemptions on: Tncome producing nroperty

No exemption wherever commercial competition is involved

No exemption where property is used in lieu of payment of salary

Should there be periodic reconsideration of the status of each
exemption?

Yes

Should owners of exempt property pay enough taxes, or a charge in
lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received?

Yes - church property as an example

Should tax exemption be used as a socio-economic incentive?
Yes - to bring in industry and for improvements




a%

If so, should there be a time limit on the exemption?

Yes - Possibly a period long enough to permit industry to become well=-

established
Any other limits?

Classification
l. Should there be more, less, or the same number of classifications
ag there are now?

Less

If changed, what criteria should be used?

No real agreement, Some suggested that there be no differen-

tiation between urban and local

Assessment
1, How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries
and training of assessors, size of assessment districts, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-
sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of more
or fewer kinds of property. Other?

The assessment districts should be larger units formed by combining c
counties,

Assessors should receive more and better training and be paid higher
salaries, This should be a full-time job,
Periodic mandatory reappraisals should be specified

Assessors need more training on land values and property increases.
Training should be done yearly by the state,

State assessor should assess all industrial property

LEAGUE 'S PROGRAM NEXT YEAR
Members showed concern over the passing of the Sales Tax when voter was
led to believe that a sales tax would not be enacted, Lesgue should be
strongly opposed to any increase in the ner cent of the sales tax or ex-
tending its coverage over items not now included, especially food and

clothing.
TNFOEMATIONs On property tax and other possible sources
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League < C"/ %’/(e&)/ Date %’f/’a%’/}%é/ /7 /7
J J 7

Coverage:

Please evaluate your League's coverage of Financing Public Services, Property,
Income and Sales Taxes, and Proraertv Taxes: Probing Some Options. 7./ 77,.;,,/{; /,, IV,

LLerl '(,J //4/ /e by 222l drnd 2 /?‘7 vzl L /JZ}/ 5 M@zg{) "///,z,w//,ﬁ 7
= S Q:)/,e///,m 4///4/7" WMW:% 757 ,,9/2/'7 /{Mﬂ?, /gé,,ﬁ/,/., Z 7, g)/ c’&’m
‘774& Ipratrges Futolitps WRE Zbao i) v

/Z’///C -r-..;//f/f':'zg/,( ,7_ w{//ff/ G720

Did all resource committee members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options? ;«/{:

/f") //fz//'z_ﬂ:ddﬂ /m 3

Did members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options before unit meetings? -740
How many meetings did your resource committee have this year? o7 Last year? o722

How many membership meetings did you have this year? Units? o72€. General? Moyz&
last year? Units? »22¢. General?

Approximately how much membership participation was there? (24¢ 7wn/itsy ‘MZ»:‘M”/-"
/f/”/ﬂtf :U); W{;—, \’;f; P ﬁlﬁe}:éjf;/ = ;ﬂﬁ?éga a?,/_//n//l-x/ (_/;'/,ﬁ(';//._ ,(/,(W ,YJ
v \b = bz 7 1L — /o A - ~3 Lol se 7 ps ]

‘Jas d1scussj£|.on good at un:.ts‘? Znd S— Sy frens) 5 . “j”’)’/)

/,_F(( f_’,—# (s f’—(

Was coverage of first 4wo pubﬁ./catlons adequate to give basic background for study

and discussion of Property Taxes: Probing Some Options® ., > _,

List other materials us /2174’/"‘ ole Uolex “*-;/ - 57 7 Ty Bpino e f/ﬂﬂ/” ”/
4/}74%(//&’&///‘/‘8; /’7 /ﬂ% I //’W/ﬂféﬁw / p .,é///Mﬁ_, {/ / PZ 7 2 /0{
Z/?C/ﬂv._./’;d’;gﬁ Cae) -J?L-hg)is/q%‘{l‘,q /?24; ( ; ?/
on 48

sensus: In answering t ollow:u‘fg, 1ndlcat re seemed to be general
agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies,
Please report minority viewpoints expressed. Add any comments you
feel would be helpful.

General
1. Should Minnesota depend more, less, or the same as now, on property gﬁ@o
taxes as a source of revenue? \ ‘&/

A
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2., Which governmental services can be most a prOprlately financed by ,
property taxes? % WM%W@P;(/J“ g;gfj/;/g?%;/ .,/’;t’/ (?(/d r7‘¢‘
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//}/ Wwhich services can be least appropriately f1nan ed by property taxes?
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Exemptions
1. Should there be a change in the limits for exempt pr0perty?
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2. Should there be periodic reconsideration of the status of each

exemption? ﬁ;;ggzcj

Should owners of exempt property pay enough taxes, or a charge in
lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received?

// 9 é’;;”/ y% )/ /.,/f/// V7 ////4”:’(4’}9 o
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4. Should tax exemption be used as a socio-economic incentive? j//f
v
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If so, should there be a time limit on the exemption?

Any other limits? W/j&’m L) / Z‘-/g/’c/ 2 ////Y%ﬁ’
o for @wa&//f%/@%ﬁ/m{ paes /‘f/’?é“’t« G e

/fjﬁ/’/f /’é’/// 4r, 4’/‘7 T A /C%/‘/ ﬁ%/ Halls ﬁf//W//WW// Yieuns
A P T hd

Classification

1. Should there be more, less, or the same number of classifications
as there are now?

ki changed, what crlterla should be used?
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Assessment
1. How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries
and training of assessors, size of assessment districts, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-
sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of more
or fewer kinds of property. Other?
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League Mé?ﬁ&élﬂ/ &(;‘/éﬁ Date Z;//Jyéﬂ

Coverage:

Please evaluate your league's coverage of Financing Public Services, Property,
Income and Sales Taxes, and Property Taxes: Probing Some Cniions.

C'r);(,(,a/ Leopeze g & Urcea @(4/ ¢M.¢fa¢/c/{ /;(f / 7% ’2&6!% dtfi’ﬁé:ﬁéj
(e geoes Yo all Re ze faa s 74&(3 e @ bagez’ /4""4
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Did all resource committee members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options? yzu

Did members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options before unit meetings? yﬁ"a{/

How many meetings did your resource committee have this year? / Last year? /

How many membership meetings did you have this year? Units? / General?
Last year? Units? / General?

(=
Approximately how much membership participation was there? /éazel 76 Z
/02&—'(6[’&‘/57/ V= O O Pl Al Z?}-dc«d.

‘/as discussion good at units? 5 ME&Q}'WW,' o lllr 4».90.;43 o/

43520*-3'?—4‘-‘{/ Zies Lﬁ .
Was coverage of first two publications adequate to give basic background for study

and discussion of Property Taxes: Probing Some Options? %gd_)

- - /If: 1 ; / kil 7 ) A 2 = ; ’)
List other materials used: 2Woggreages) togre ac”‘;f ey e /Z orr Slae o>
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onsensus: In answering the following, indicate if there seemed 40 be genera‘l -
agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies.
Please report minority viewpoints expressed. Add any comments you
feel would be helpful.

General
1, Should Minnesota depend more, less, or the same as now, on property

taxes as a source of revenue? -
e an gl got greores fo e o/ Qgzee reise /S

dind Treet Lol L;}/JL?T( Ko pto ) Rre fo’ézﬂz/
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2. Which governmental services can be most appropriately financed by
property taxes?

7 a . " /
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which services can be least appropriately financed by property taxes?
wﬁ/// ate / /'0--/—::644’-//) ﬁf%ét/;m/f'zk ) :
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EML Should there be a change in the limits for exempt property?( /)p;f; P
If so, in which direction? Zzeswier’ p /e gl cf%f/az//éiJL/T
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And if so, what criteria should be used for retaining, adding, or
reducing ?emptions? fz ¢ 'L(;;v a%éc'é_'/ ) cewecV /Z/\!Mdfg/
/z‘&(/ C Cﬂ-”‘bﬂ'@gﬂ—i/«}’/&&? o) pyg/ 8&@&@:@7’&&/ -
“pet e ,fﬂf%cl(uf j AR e Yy, /p .
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2. Should there be periodic reconsideration of the status of each
exemption? é/‘z.z./ /}31:,4, [Lfﬂm?f—af/—"/
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3, Should owners of exempt property pay enough taxes, or a charge in
lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received? 0. C’%g/
7
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4. Should tax exemption be Wsed as a socio-economic incentive?
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If so, should there be a time limit on the exemption? /S/z ¢ a
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Any other liflits?
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1, Should there be more, less, or the same number of classifications
as there are now?

7;« Y / f/ff%"f/—’ ot - k) :

If changed, what criteria should be’used? 3_4774&/ / e
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l. How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries
and training of assessors, size of assessment districts, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-

sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of more
or fewer kinds of property. Other?
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Assessment




b thisetd bo tlredaidged filh iomatf
/Qeew—a?, (fere 4 -ﬁ/zcvx:ccaé,éf?' 4%&4%;4/1’ LOPa Ay S

e 2ales [@517 tewed fineccel fie S iere e azd Y2
cxdlivedecalls oy /Mw) Saee Ys £l el

IR alt fie creeliceoleores el Crac ,;,4_“7-- /ﬁ&/ﬂ DV ¥
Aiececory ghaccld Lo %-’zmd’czzzt—f /4*’ Mfﬂgf Aesre
feed /K&/ M A7 % e /7?2-/4«41’/ ,(ﬂt---?--%-/ Lo eoclacged

/4;;7' %Q/ yd/tfd,z{;ﬂ/?ﬁgc/mgc/ CHlee7e ’Z‘Z&d/) .

J

et izt /4 0 [ / ‘e 2l -_;/ LCFrec o

/;;«/ %M/ /t:f-azfzéﬂ/zefw' -

%c, /“M-c 0,( /é /k ) et tls TP RL Al

/%4/6/ ]Z Zie /&7%{/2{76-%—/ ,.tf&afﬁaﬁ{»ﬂ:xz’/ / / € Cf’/%ff’ 7

J€ atl P e .7 /"4 aelecoe’ szr 7 peecee {féi
vl S orndaltnl | prhyes CE .o

K & peadlLle q:’/) ;4 LA :/cij /é»ﬂ e -C,(‘ et PZCmm o
(e Lo ageees oot ,/54_/2% (L/M,'_/J,HV/ e
werlarr- Zeceat Lefperenliciloose of Heco 2hpur

' . feltf pee leete g PReo
(e /ci Y, Sfie C &M%g S | A
AR LA AP0 / Lol 62.{..14() le 2"’6{_6{ // / ¥ f/y‘ I ee (-,P
PRSI '(444/ Lere _fee /éL, & Qé’“ﬂf Zrtl ce L)

[(-%-Z% o777,




y c/;é.

eacen) 21/7
) /674%}/ et

{ ij A2
Moo

Ko, o taren
4,}4%‘7.%
) o ik

/4‘// /@w— /%ﬁ P/W




L{V of Minnesota, State Organization Service, U. of ii., Minneapolis, iinn. 55455
November 1967

FINANCING GUVERNMsNT

UNIT REPORT FCRM

League /WW ia{wg/// /728
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Attendance :7 Number Absent :7

Y

Consensus: In answering the following, indicate if there seemed to be general
agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies.
Please report minority viewpoints expressed. Add any comments you
feel would be helpful.

General
l. Should !l"innesota depend more, less, or the same as now, on property

taxes as a source of revenue? f”}r L o {s
e ‘p‘i—i&_’@? e oo . XL T U——’é_—di 3
Yhy? | |
DY copecel i . The Pyt = STy A Yy /7;
o 1ﬁm4eé?'45£ia cﬂﬁavﬂdm4g£ﬁJ > e he Vo e {Ly q,,h,z = *1*f;§f~’4

“éLﬂz*”éz ‘cm¢/-cdxx i?/ /41?2:i¢n~4d;;ﬁ Zhe 44&4”Lt/15”??/

2. ‘'hich governmental services can be most appropriately financed by

property taxes? akfzzdiifﬁﬂiéij a 9

Lj%?#%)wnmiltj 5FhH{LLU 1‘jkﬁxﬂ : jﬁfﬂ) .

’hich services can be least appr0priately financed by property taxes?

L2 ./Z:A ﬁ) f—tﬂu’e{/ _ec {A}ZA_A*—‘

"«?‘«-‘?c/g ﬁmx
Zxemptions

l. Should there be a change in the limits for exempt »nroperty?

If so, in which divection? s~ p ., 4. .4 y’y /é.%/

And if so, what criteria should be used for retalnlng, addlng or
reducing exemptions? ,—

etlorte B Aogvit ol oyt .¢ie ,zr ﬂkz&azfx;iiéf y = g
recreadr) eiees) Thad Horet) o, 7 G S R
Z%m7£ =t e
Should there be perlodlc recon51derat10n of the status of each

exemption? %‘7@ v e T @Ccz,c_

’ ?wm@ﬁ
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Exemptions (cont'd.)
3« Should owners of exempt property pay enough taxes, or a charge in

lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received?

i ol T koAl A i N U T bt AT
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4. Should tax exemption be used as a socio—economlc 1ncent1ve¢

;?2¢szfaifé;z~1ﬁﬂfz/ 2 pt &1aué¢t7pléfwxi¢ﬁ;a_f;7 vacﬂ,a,bﬂl JL

If so, should there be a time 11m1t on the E:Jicemptzl.on‘P

= o A
?/L¢¢{Aaii /%Jliiy other limits?
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Classification
1. Should there be more, less, or the same number of classifications

as there are now? 75 _ /2 s LR O {aﬁemuk/
e rﬁ/( 4{“#/ ‘70% MwﬁlL MQMM"‘H%

bl s

a*rﬁjméain‘,ﬁéf-4427;;22i;iged, criteria should be used?
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Assessment
1. How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries
and training of assessors, size of assessment districts, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-

sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of
more or fewer kinds of proPerty. Other?
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FINANCING GOVERNM:NT

BOARD REPORT FORM

Send one copy of this report to the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555
Wabesha, St. Paul, Minn. 55101 no later than March 11, 1968. Keep one copy for
your files.

P Crystal-

Coverage:

Please evaluate your lLeague's coverage of Financing Public Services, Property,
Income and Salea Taxes, and Pronertv Taxes: Problqg Some Optlons.

1] veal

stud each

Did all resource committee members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options?

-y

aa
e

Dia members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options before unit meetings?

How mahy meetings did your resource committee have this year? Une. Last year?

How many membership meetings did you have this year? Units? General?
Last year? Units? General?

Approxlmately how much membersh:p partlclpatlon was there?
Much interest was shown in this top as evidenced
B | + an -1 . e ) £ )‘ 1 ll_ 3 al ) p A+ 4
‘las dlscu951on good at un1ts°
felt discussion was excellen
Was coverage of first two publications adequate to give basic background for study
and discussion of Property Taxes: Probing Some Options?

Yes.

11y ~

List other materials used:

Minnesota

Consensus: In answering the following, indicate if there seemed to be general
agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies.
Please report minority viewpoints expressed. Add any comments you
feel would be helpful.

General
1. Should Minnesota depend more, less, or the same aa now, on pr0perty
taxes as a source of revenue9 Une 11r ) - ambel 58

S ~ +W3
nore, one third s2id




2. Which governmental services
property taxes? .

¥ 1
I B LA

Should there be a change in the limits for exempt property?

> ,-: wi G} +}

If so, in which direction? o

And if so, what criteria should be used for retaining, adding, or
reducing exemptions?

.

noney

Should there be periodic reconsideration of the status of each
exemption?

1 1t a Araar ~ 11 MY e w1+ an emrhatdi~ar VRCEL
ALL Unlcts agree XN TNLS W1litn an empnaclic Xbao,

Should owners of exempt property pay enough taxes, or a charge in
lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received?
a _i un ] ) ‘__L 1 _l. " - avor o o :__. 'T_ P with o ne T'[-'-\."‘_.ﬂ':i ar

[l Dy W , )

Should tax exemption be used as a socio-economic incentive?
2 i Rk e . ; : -

X i ol o 2 : A Lo it o = ; i e v S |
lversity o nion on thls one ! iempers _cou

vt . Othe
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no imonrovement

= fo &
exemption,

If so, should there be a time limit on the exemption?
1t and/or use limit,

Classification

Should there be more, less, or the same number of classifications
as there are now?

that Minnesota

we have now.

If changed, what criteria should be used?

]

'~ aneni fie inf

Assessment

1. How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries
and training of assessors, size of assessment districts, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-

sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of more
or fewer kinds of property. Other?
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FINANCING GOVERNM:NT

BOARD REPORT FORM,

Send one copy of this report to the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555
Wabasha, St. Paul, Minn. 55101 no later than March 11, 1968. Keep one copy for
your files.

" - = = 20
League leepheaven Date February 12, 1561

Coverage:

Please evaluate your League's coverage of Financing Public Services, Property,
Income and Sales Taxes, and Property Taxes: Probing Some Opuions.

his material was used extensively.

Did “all resource committee members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options? Yes

Did members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options before unit meetings? es

n

How many meetings did your resource committee have this year? 3 Last year? 2

How many membership meetings did you have this year? Units? 2 General? O

-

Last year? Units? O General? 1

Approximately how much membership participation was there?

T75% of membership ettend ed meetings; practically 100% perticipation in
‘/las discussion good at units? Yes dalscussion
WWas coverage of first two publications adequate to give basic background for study
and discussion of Property Taxes: Probing Some Options?

Generally yes; additional information felt desirable is mentioned elsewhere

List other materials used: . . in. concensus report.

MPC Metropolitan tax study; Citizens League Property Tax Assessment Review

Committee Repart; Minnesota Voter Sept-Oct. 19673 personal conversations with Henmn.
Consensus: In answering the following, indicate if Yhere seemed to be general vounty G
agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies;“giffifiéi
Please report minority viewpoints expressed. Add any comments you ¢ 5iéte” x
feel would be. helpful. o Frop.Tax Dept.

General
l. Should Minnesota depend more, less, or the same as now, on property
taxes as a source of revenue?

Why?




e
2. Which governmental services can be most appropriately financed by
property taxes?

Those that benefit the property on which the tex is imposed.

which services can be le ast appropriately financed by property taxes?

Those services that benefit the state as 2 whole.

Exemptions
1. Should there be a change in the limits for exempt property?  Yes.

If so, in which direction?

The Deephaven League feels exempt property should be more limited.

And if so, what criteria should be used for retaining, adding, or
reducing exemptions?

See attached.

Should there be periodic reconsideration of the status of each
exemption?

Yes, especially the profit-maeking enterprise One person
felt very strongly that there should be a state board or
commission whose sole responsibility would be’ to periddically
re-examine every category of tax-exempt mroperty.

Should owners of exempt property pay enough taxes, or a charge in
lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received?

Yes, except forloecel public property. The League feels that Stete

-

end Federal property shauld pay service charges to the municipality
in whi ch it is located. One person expressed the opinion that im-
position of service charges might discourage government projects
but this wa2s not the general feeling of the lLeague. Another
person felt quite strongly that public property should not be
assessed service charges.

4. Should tax exemption be used as a socio-economic incentive?

qQ
o




If so, should there be a time limit on the exemption? ves

Any other limits?
Amount of 1 and exenp ted.
Who will benefit: general benefit (weter pollution control) vs.
limite d benefit (Guthrie Theater).
Dollar Limit:. property improvements should be limited to some
per centage of originel velue.

Classification

1. Should there be more, less, or the same number of classifications
as there are now? Less.

If changed, what criteria should be used?

Efficiency in administering
Equitaebility

Ability 0 pg

Fromotion of eco'lomlc growth in state

The Leegue feels thet there is merit in having more than one
clessification but that the present structure is much too
bulky. We feel, 2lso, that we did not have enough knowledge
and information to make 2 truly sound deecision.

Assessment

l. How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries
and training of assessors, size of assessment districts;, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-
sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of more
or fewer kinds of property. Other?

We feel that some training should be mandatory especially in the
metbopolitan arees in order to meke assessment rocedures more equel. The
evening unit felt quite strongly that assessors should be hired end trained
by the state, or at the least a true County Assessor system be estzblished.
The marning unit felt, too, that assesament at the state level would be
more equiteble but that local asse ors are desirable outstate in that they
have better knouledge of the ares gsessed., This could be sclved by
having the requirement that zny as sor muqt live in the area for which he
is responsible,

[he maning unit felt that the treining required, whether it be formal
trc,mlng, or &n _.r rentice-type approach, sh @ be releted to density of
population and should be required for those assessors working half-time
or meore,

e

zegue feels that no metter what tb sanent practice is, there
Se y 2l

a strang state or caunty equelizati board to which & texpesyer

al hi ax,

(over)




We feel generally that it is more importent that taxes zre equitable

han between counties.
o whe ther the county
ing assessments.

within the county (or essessing district) t
j i 1 but never resclved as t
the better basis for maki

felt that while merket velue may be &

v tex bsse, this value is hard ito detemine in
i do not change hands of ten and thet there

pos sible resulting in striking inequelities,

We wnul:'i like to study the sales tax in more depth and any
other phase of our tex stru which will enable us to be
}t'rc-parea to take action sales and property tax  bills and
riders ws they come before the 1969 1e rislature. In order
to do.this we feel that a more J.qroa;_.h study-of -the tax
structure of  other stetes would be extremely:helpful.
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We would like to see Minnesote depend less on the property tax
and we feel that the income tex is a more equitable tex. However,
we would not like to give up the power to taex locelly for those
services we wish to provide for ourselves
In answerirg this 2stion the Deephaven lLe definite
lack of 1nf‘ormation 2s t how other stetes ,uflae the service
they do without relying so heavily on the property tax, and, e
a corollary to this, what other sources of revenue other states
use which Minre sote does not or perhaps has not considerad,

.E.Xer. tlur.
1(c).

The league feels generally that four criteries should be used in
determining which property shall be tax exempt:

1) Original intent. The League feels that exempt property
should be limited to the ariginel intent of exemp tions,
that is, to exenpt only that property which provides
services whi ¢h would otherwise have to be provided by
government .

Government vs. non-govermment property. The lezgue feels
generally that government property should retain its tex-
exenpt status and that reduction of exemptions should camne

in the realm of non-govermment property, that is, churches,
hospitels, educational institutions, charitable organizetions.

Income -produc ing property. The League feels very strongly
that income-producing property now tex exerpt shkooxocxmomm
which is in actual or potential campetition with businesses
now taxed should be placed on the tax rolls.

li) Fairre ss. In considering this prob
4 B &
repeatedly —- on whom do we want t

in arder for it to be most fair.

lem, the questio
l,e burden of 1‘*,0

pecilic opinions expressed:

In applying criterien#l one would have to cmsider the possi-
bility that thxing certain properties of colleges would no
dou bt heve the effect of raising tuition amd thus force some
students to attend state-suppar ted schools.,

ixempt church property shaild be limited to the church tuilding
proper and one parsonage.,




Exemptions (cont'd, )

L,

arrived at no clear cut enswer to this question. It was felt
resting experimemt "; however, there
was gome question as to whether exemption wauld provide enough
incentive in the specific area of slum improvement. Again, the
guestion was raised, Is this a proper use of the property tax? and
Where should the burden fall?

we
that thismi e an

1 feels quite strongl y that revision is needed in the teax
s which now impede property

The League
structure to remove the present penaltie
improvemen ts,
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Please evaluate your lLeague's coverage of Financing Public Services, Property,
Income and Sales Taxes, and Property Taxes: Probing Some Options. W///
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Did members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options before unit meetings? vl 4. /
How many meetings did your resource committee have this year? é Last jear?

How many membership meetings did you have this year? Units? / General? O
Last year? Units? / General?
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17,

DN cenid I
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‘las discussion good at units? //(.//J( / /2
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Consensus: In a.nswerlng indicate if there seemed to be general
agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies.
Please report minority viewpoints expressed. Add any comments you
feel would be helpful.

47{

General
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If so, should there be a time limit on the exemption? / /¢«

Vi

Any other limits?

Classification

1. Should there be more, less, or,the same number of classifications
as there are now? {Z( .0

If changed, what criteria should be used?

//?L 2 {/ o //1;/(/&2_ , 4//<)f ( (/C’/
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Assessment

1, How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries
and training of assessors, size of assessment districts, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-
sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of more

or fewer kinds of property. Other?
=y otk Sy
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League Edina Date _March 1, 1948

Coverage:

Please evaluate your League's coverage of Financing Public Services, Property,
Income and Sales Taxes, and Property Taxes: Probing Some Options.

The March unit meetings in 'A7 were devoted to Finaneing Public Servies, Property,
Income and Sales Taxes, and Probing Scme Cpticns was distributed to the *mbmrc be-
fore the January meeting and used as background material for the consensus.

Did all resource committee members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options? Yeg

Did members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options before unit meetings? Yes

How many meetings did your resource committee have this year? One Last year? One

How many membership meetings did you have this year? Units? One  General?
lLast year? Units? One  General?

Approximately how much membership participation was there? 149 members partici-
pated in the consensus out of a possible 193,

‘las discussion good at units? IExcellent

Was coverage of first two publications adequate to give basic background for study
and discussion of Property Taxes: Probing Some Options? Yes

IList other materials used: RP}T3”+S of Austin C. Wehrwein's Articles from the

Minneapclis Star, January 2 through 5, on"the Free List, How Tax Exempt Real

Estate is Growing--How it Affects You".

Consensus: In answering the following, indicate if there seemed to be general
agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies.
Please report minority viewpoints expressed. Add any comments you
feel would be helpful.

General
1. Should Minnesota depend more, less, or the same as now, on property
taxes as a source of revenue? o ane thought it shonuld be 'nc“,, there
was general agreement that it should be less, a smull minority thquht
Why? it shoudd be the same. About half of the units stutod they felt
should have more information about the effect of the sales tax before
xékééaiﬁxéﬁéﬁfz/pﬁ;ﬁngpsﬁﬁsaﬂzﬁ EERIIEEYRAAT LIRS BA P SEL KR LT 7 L kr B R 6 AR #
we could answer this guestion 1ntn11j~ent_?y' A minori LJ' felt that the
sales tax rate should be increased to

wanted property tax re provide more relief. Another minority

elief by reevaluating the state income tax,
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Which governmental services can be most appropriately financed by
property taxes? GCeneral agreement that existing local services are
most appropriately financed this wayjy fire, yolice, streets, parks,
sanitation were mentioned. A small group felt that publie health should
be included here., More than half felt that education should be financed
by property taxes.

which services can be le ast appropriately financed by property taxes?

Al]l agreed on welfare, several units mentioned public health, and a
small minority mentioned education.

Exemptions
1. Should there be a change in the limits for exempt property? Yes, 100%

If so, in which direction?
The general feeling was that exemptions should be fewer and less liberal.
Most everyone felt that exemjtions should be more closely scrutinized.
A minority orinion exyressed was that all property should be taxed
with no exem tions at all for any purpose.

And if so, what criteria should be used for retaining, adding, or

reducing exemptions?
There was general agreement that property should be used strictly for
education or worship in order to te exempt. There was also complete
agreement that if the property was income-producing, there should be no
exemption. A majority felt that the church proper and its parking
facilities should be exempt but that all other pro; erty should pay its
share of taxes. One unit suggested that ministers should own their

own homes and ﬁry taxes on them.
Should there be periodic reconsideration of the status of each

exemption?
There was general agreement that this should be required periodically.
Some suggested every two years, some every five.

Should owners of exempt property pay enough taxes, or a charge in
lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received?

There was general agreement that owners of tax exempt property shgould
pay their share of services required by the property.

4., Should tax exemption be used as a socio-economic incentive? There
was general agreement that abatement of air and water pollution and

urban renewal could properly be encouraged by tax exemptions.




One unit would like to extend this type of benefit to small businesses
in depressed areas. Another unit felt that instead of giving exemptions,
penalties should be assessed for not keeping up the property. w8

If so, should there be a time limit on the exemption?

Yes, generally agreed.

Any other limits?

A minority felt this type of exemption should be restricted to homes
actually lived in by the owners.

Classification
l. Should there be more, less, or the same number of classifications
as there are now? A strong majority felt the number of classifi-
cations should be cut, A minority felt they should be eliminated
entirely.

If changed, what criteria should be used?

Four units did not answer this question. Two units stated they
didn't feel qualified to answer. The majority of the eight
units answering the question felt that full market value should
be used in all assessment.

Assessment

1. How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries
and training of assessors, size of assessment districts, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-
sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of more
or fewer kinds of property. Other? Strong agreement that assessors
should be full-time employees, better trained, with standardized
training by the state, better paid, with specialists for assessing
certain types of businesses and industries on a state-wide basis. A
minority group of four people felt that assessors should be indepen-~
dent of any government unit. One unit suggested more adeguate pro-
visions be made for appealing assessments to property.

The Committee felt that the timing of the Consensus was unfortunate because of the
uncertainty of the effect of the new tax law on the property tax picture.

We did feel, however, that the League publications were excellent, the

material clearly and concisely presented, and the State Workshop most

helpful.,
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League 2 I ) Date

Coverage:

Please evaluate your league's coverage of Financing Public Services, Property,
Income and Sales Taxes, and Property Taxes: Probing Some Options.

Did all resource committee members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options?

Did members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options before unit meetings?

How many meetings did your resource committee have this year? Last year?

How many membership meetings did you have this year? Units? General?
Last year? Units? = General?

Approximately how much membership participation was there?

‘Jag discussion good at units?

Was coverage of first two publications adequate to give basic background for study
and dlBCuEBlOﬂ of Propertv Taxes: Probing Some Optlons?

List other materials used:

Consensus: In answering the following, indicate if there seemed to be general
agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies.
Please report minority viewpoints expressed. Add any comments you
feel would be helpful.

General
1. Should Minnesota depend more, less, or the same as now, on proPerty
taxes as a source of revenue? ] ne o

Why?




s

2. Which governmental services can be most appropriately financed by
property taxes?

which services can be least appropriately financed by property taxes?

Exemptions
1, Should there be a change in the limits for exempt property?

If so, in which direction?

And if so, what criteria should be used for retaining, adding, or
reducing exemptions?

Should there be periodic reconsideration of the status of each
exemption?

Should owners of exempt property pay enough taxes, or a charge in
lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received?

4+ 4 Should tax exemption be used as a socio-economic incentive?

=
3 L]




If so, should there be a time limit on the exemption?

1

Any other limits?

Classification

l. Should there be more, less, or the same number of classifications
as there are now?

If changed, what criteria should be used?

Assessment

1. How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries
and training of assessors, size of assessment districts, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-
sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of more
or fewer kinds of property. Other?
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League Falcon Heights Date March 6, 1968

Coverage:

Please evaluate your lLeague's coverage of Financing Public Services, Property,
Income and Sales Taxes, and Property Taxes: Probing Some Opvions.
These were all distributed to all members over the 2 year period, used

as background for at lesst 2 general meetings (one with guest speakers, who
had been provided copies ahead).

Did all resource committee members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options? Yes

Did members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options before unit meetings? Yes

How many meetings did your resource committee have this year? 2 Last year? --

How many membership meetings did you have this year? 1 Units? 1 General? 1
Last year? Units? General? 1 (Dec. 1966)

Approximately how much membership participation was there? 50% at units

‘lag discussion good at units? Yes on specific items, those they could understand
easily or felt were tangible

Was coverage of first two publications adequate to give basic background for study
and discussion of Property Taxes: Probing Some Options? Yes

List other materials used: Current clippings, Voter Sept.-Oct., workshop on finance

Consensus: In answering the following, indicate if there seemed to be general
agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies,
Please report minority viewpoints expressed. Add any comments you
feel would be helpful.

General
1. Should Minnesota depend more, less, or the same as now, on property
taxes as a source of revenue? Feeling is probably less with advent of
sales tax, but how much is uncertain until new law haé had a chance to
Why? operate. That ie, property taxes will be PROPORTIONATELY slightly

less, but amount and duration of relief from new law hardly seem
impressive.
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Which governmental services can be most appropriately financed by
property taxes? We mostly agreed services most directly affecting
property value and use would be most appropriate: Folice, fire, water,
sewer, street maintenance. One unit expressed feeling that property

owners in suburbs are willing to pay higher property taxes to support
superior schools - thus education should come in this area.

which services can be le ast appropriately financed by property taxes?
Health and welfare services (perhaps including pollution abatement),
probably major highway construction, BASIC education support should

more properly be the province of the state as a whole than from
variance in individual property holdings.

Exemptions

1, Should there be a change in the limits for exempt property?

Yes

If so, in which direction? Fewer fringe or profit-making holdinge of
basic exempt units should be allowed exemptions; i.e., trend should
be toward fewer rather than more types of exemptions.

And if so, what criteria should be used for retaining, adding, or

reducing exemptions? Is the property DIRECTLY contributing to
cultural, educational, religious and social welfare.

2. BShould there be periodic reconsideration of the status of each

exemption? Favorable feeling toward constant review of tax exempt

status was felt in both units. Conditione and neighborhoods change
and tax structure should be adjusted accordingly.

Should owners of exempt property pay enough taxes, or a charge in
lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received? Service

charges in lieu of taxes seemed the most feasible meanner of having
exempt property carry its weight. Outpight grants did not meet

with favorable comment. One unit felt the mill levy tax for
services only was the fairest criteria.

Should tax exemption be used as a socio-economic incentive?
Yes, this area should be left flexible to suit individual esituations--

encourgge new industry with tax break, pollution abatement equipment
not taxed, etc.
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If so, should there be a time limit on the exemption?

Yes, most such special exemptions should be short term, with definite
time limit.

Any other limits?

Classification

l. Should there be more, less, or the same number of classifications
as there are now? We encourage trend to fewer classifications,
consolidation of sub-classes - resist adding new areas; though
we realize special interest groups are ever ready to defend their
If changed, what criteria should be used? positions.
Location of property needes consideration - urban received more
services, probably should be taxed higher. 100% valuation might
be more realistic than variety of percentages now employed; mill
levy fligures would then be relatively lower. General reappraisal
and reassessment needed - run-down property needs incentive not
penalty for improvement.

Assessment

1. How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries
and training of assessors, size of assessment districts, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-
sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of more
or fewer kinds of property. Other?
Members favored trend to uniform procedures, constant upgrading of
training for assessors; this should be a continuing effort. Strong
YES for periodic mandatory reappraisal. Local assessors should live
in own district, but not neceesarily be on civil service. We are
hopeful that the new office of county assessor will mean improved
quality of assessment.

GENERAL COMMENTS: Consensus too long for complexity of material; questions

require more technical knowledge than members have (even with aid of 2 professionals
in the field as December general meeting speakers). We would like to get

positidns on this item and move along to something else; interest in the

material is waning and hardly profound at unit level.
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League Faribault League of Women Voters Date Marxch 13, 1968

Coverage:

Please evaluate your league's coverage of Financing Public Services, Property,
Income and Sales Taxes, and Property Taxes: Probing Some Options.

Financing Public Services and Property, Income and Sales Taxes were
used in 1967 as a basis for a general study of Minnesota taxes and
the distribution of same. Property Taxes: Probing Some Options was
the current study for consensum in 1968.

Did all resource committee members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options? yes

Did members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options before unit meetings? vyves

How many meetings did your resource committee have this year? 2 Last year? 4

How many membership meetings did you have this year? 1 Units? 2 General? 0
Last year? 1 Units? 2 General? O

Approximately how much membership participation was there?
All members participated in the discussion and seemed well informed.

‘lag discussion good at units? vyes

Was coverage of first two publications adequate to give basic background for study
and discussion of Property Taxes: Probing Some Options?
Possibly too much time had elapsed since the study of the first two
publications, but the Resource Chairman had them available for reference.
List other materials used:
Contact was made with the Local Assessor who furnished information showing
the distribution of tax money in our city.
Consensus: In answering the following, indicate if there seemed to be general
agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies,
Please report minority viewpoints expressed. Add any comments you
feel would be helpful,

General
1. Should Minnesota depend more, less, or the same as now, on property
taxes as a source of revenue? | c¢

Why? Property taxes a hardship on retired citizens.
Tax on living too hdgh in relation to taxes on
other things.
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2. Which governmental services can be most appropriately financed by
property taxes?

Regular municipal services, such as fire protection, police,
patks, etc.

which services can be le ast appropriately financed by property taxes?

Schools would probably be more appropriately financed by
some other form of taxation. Possibly welfare, could
also be financed other than by property taxes.

Exemptions
l. Should there be a change in the limits for exempt property? Definitely Yes

If so, in which direction?

Less exempt property.

And if so, what criteria should be used for retaining, adding, or
reducing exemptions? There should be a stricter definition of
what property is exempt. Most everyone felt the church proper
& possibly one additional unit should be exempt. Several feel

all church property should be taxed. All felt any profit-making
property owned by churches or organizations should be taxed.

Should there be periodic reconsideration of the status of each
exemption?
Yes.

Should owners of exempt property pay enough taxes, or a charge in
lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received?

Possibly a charge in lieu of taxes would be fair as they
are a burden to the taxpayer.

Should tax exemption be used as a socio-economic incentive?

Depends on the type of socio economic incentive. Use of
tax exemption to attract new business--it was felt that

this would be disciiminatory to other businessmen.




(4) cont. Some felt that tax exemption should be allowed in
the case of Water Pollution Equipment and Slum Improvement.
Outright grants instead of tax exemption would possibly
be fairer. -3
If so, should there be a time limit on the exemption?

Yes

Any other limits?

Classification

1., Should there be more, less, or the same number of classifications
as there are now? Less

If changed, what criteria should be used?

The homestead examption or classification is unfair
to people wanting to invest in rental property.

Market value of peoperty should be used in determining
property tax.

Assessment

1. How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries
and training of assessors, size of assessment districts, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-
sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of more
or fewer kinds of property. Other?

The quality of assessment has been improved in the past
few years although there could be more training and
upgrading of assessors.

Industrial property should be assessed by trained
assessors, possibly at the state level as a local
assessor may be inclined to bend over backwards to
keep industry in the communicty.
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Coverage:

Please evaluate your league's coverage of Financing Public Services, Property,
Income and Sales Taxes, and Property Taxes: Probing Some Options.

Did all resource committee members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options? ¢/Ze/

Did members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options before unit meetings? ijikbf
How many meetings did your resource committee have this year? @ ».. ~ last year?

How many membership meetings did you have this year? 2 Units? -~  General?
Last year? y Units? .— General?

Approximately how mich membership participation vas there? deet 3y ta oy L o
“gzﬂyq, f’ﬁ:-{«/&‘g;f’cfzz&?

‘las discussion good at units?

lezectaccsre Cova facy

Was coverage of first two publications adequate to give basic background for study
and discussion of Property Taxes: Probing Some Options? <&

List other materials used:

Consensus: In answering the following, indicate if there seemed to be general
agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies.
Please report minority viewpoints expressed. Add any comments you
feel would be helpful.

General
1. Should Minnesota depend more, less, or the same as now, on property
taxes as a source of revenue?
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2. Which governmental services can be most appropriately financed by
property taxes? 7,

CCrreari®

which services can be le ast appropriately financed by property taxes?

Peo &7LC yZa ‘?mﬂ__'?"

Exemptions
1. Should there be a change in the llmlts for exempt property? e co.. o
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If so, in which d1rect10n9

And if so, what criteria should be used for retaining, adding, or
reducing exemptions? -, 2

?Lc Erpren 7

Should there be periodic reconsideration of the status of each

exemption? C/.Iz') % (';{i‘ ) frawmg) 7.(_-7 )c.""..—.(-‘ ‘:“,7‘{.{“,47:.;;‘_7& oz ff./:’d—" 5

Should owners of exempt property pay enough taxes, or a charge in
lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received?’AZ%Q
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If so, should there be a time limit on the exemption?

Any other limits?

Classification

1. Should there be more, less, or the same number of classifications

s:é’(£~243.?6d€.4,¢(d;:(;-?_ Tl looced B2 Do sacleo Socare

as there are now?

t.{?'
If changed, what criteria should be used?

Assessment
1. How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries
and training of assessors, size of assessment districts, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-
sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of more

or fewer kinds of property. Other? 7. ., fvﬁbbg;zgdakd_é %7k{£1t;d?,
/_'/E,A-}’L i f_%;'z(f)z,;.g _.

oy s oo Comianiii ko alyimatle




!
LWV of ?innehota State Organigzation Service f M Minneapolis, Minn. 55455
9 ’ 3 ! ’ 224220
/ ) ' November 1967

/

FINANCING GOVERNME

o) : — 9
League Fridley Date. ’Z,///g'f///(‘;{,,/ _;(/: /?g_ﬁ_

Attendance 27 Units 3

Consensus: In answering the following, indicate if there seemed to be general
agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies,
Please report minority viewpoints expressed. Add any comments you
feel would be helpful.

Should Minnesota depend more, less, or the same as now, on property
taxes as a source of revenue?

The majority felt that it should be the same,
One unit(7) felt that it definitely should be less.

Why?
The same unit felt that property taxes are out of proportion with
other taxes.
There was a general view that improvements are penalized at a time
when housing should be improved.

Which governmental services can be most appropriately financed by
property taxes?
All units agreed on the following: local police, fire, hospital,
administration, sewer, water, streets,
(7) felt that education should be financed more through the state
to equalize education.

Which services can be legst appropriately financed by property taxes?
State highways
Public welfare
(7) felt that county roads should not

Exemgtions

1. Should there be a change in the limits for exempt proverty? YES
g Pt Prox J

in which dir
The general feeling was that there should be a tightening up on
exemptions.
Two units felt that the church building and parsonage should be
exempt. There was a strong minority view that the parsonage
should not be exempt.

Any income producing properties should be taxed.
One unit felt that anything not built and maintained with tax

money should be taxed.

2. Should there be periodic reconsideration of the status of each exemption?
YES

property pay enough taxes

owners of exempt
costs of services received?

s to cover the

YES, a charge.
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FINANCING
League: Fridley

Exemptions, cont,

4. Should tax exemption be used as a socio-economic incentive? YES
Slum improvement; plan such as used in St. Paul (1967) was good.
One unit thought that there should be a careful definition of
"slum" in these instances.
inority suggested that state standards for exemption on
water pollution equipment might encourage usage.

If so, should there be a time limit on the exemption? YES

Any other limits? No

"ication

Should there be more, less, or the same number of classifications as
there are now?

implify.
L*o ught that there should
I 1t there should be only
wanted cp e -

(7
(7)
(14

If changed, what cri ia should be used?
General f ing was that "full and true value" should mean actua
market value.
E/} felt that property should be assessed at 100ﬁ market value.
(2) felt that there should be a 2%,limit on total market value.

ta x

assessments be improved? Consider: salaries and

size of assessment distriets, full- or part-time
assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for assessors from the
state or other sources, assessment by the state of more or fewer kinds
of property. Other?

Assessors should be full-time and should receive an adequate salary.
Distriets should be larger.

The state should require uniform training with periodic refresher
courses mandatory.

Reappraisal should be mandatory at five year intervals.

There was disagreement on assessing industry. Some felt that
special training was necessary, some thought that all assessors
should be gqualified to do it.

(1) felt that assessors should be rotated around the districts.
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UNIT REPORT FORM

league

Unit

Attendance Number Absent

Consensus: In answering the following, indicate if there seemed to be general
agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies.
Please report minority viewpoints expressed. Add any comments you
feel would be helpful.

General

l. Should lMinnesota depend more, less, or the same as now, on property
taxes as a source of revenue?

Why?

2. +hich governmental services can be most appropriately financed by
property taxes?

v/hich services can be least appropriately financed by property taxes?

Axemptions
1. Should there be a change in the limits for exempt property?

If so, in which direction?

And if so, what criteria should be used for retaining, adding or
reducing exemptions?

Should there be periodic reconsideration of the status of each
exemption?




Exemptions (cont'd.)
5« Should owners of exempt property pay enough taxes, or a charge in
lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received?

4, Should tax exemption be used as a socio-economic incentive?

If so, should there be a time limit on the exemption?

Any other limits?

Classification
1. Should there be more, less, or the same number of classifications
as there are now?

If changed, what criteria should be used?

Assessment
1. How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries
and training of assessors, size of assessment districts, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-
sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of
more or fewer kinds of property. Other?
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BOARD REPORT FORM

Send one copy of this report to the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555
Wabesha, St., Paul, Minn. 55101 no later than March 11, 1968. Keep one copy for
your files.

League Rpidlex
i

Date _ March 28, 1968

Coverage:

Please evaluate your League's coverage of Financing Public Services, Property,
Income and Sales Taxes, and Property Taxes: Probing Some Options.

Every member had all three publications and were urged to

read or review them. Some of the charts in Financing Public

Services were used in the presentation.

Did all resource committee members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options?

D425 members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options before unit meetings? Yes.

How many meetings did your resource committee have this year? TwO. Last year?

How many membership meetings did you have this year? 1 Units? 1 General?

Last year? 1 Units? 1 General?

lpproximately how much membership participation was there?

Approximately 50% attended the meetings snd there wasprobably 98%

‘lag discussion good at units? participation.
Yes. Very lively.

Was coverage of first two publications adequate to give basic background for study
and discussion of Property Taxes: Probing Some Options?

Yes.

List other materials used:

Consensus: In answering the following, indicate if there seemed to be general
agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies.
Please report minority viewpoints expressed. Add any comments you
feel would be helpful.
Our consensus report was sent in separately.

General '

1. Should Minnesota depend more, less, or the same as now, on property
taxes as a source of revenue?

Why?
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2, Which governmental services can be most appropriately financed by
property taxes?

which services can be le ast appropriately financed by property taxes?

Exemptions
1. Should there be a change in the limits for exempt property?

If so, in which direction?

And if so, what criteria should be used for retaining, adding, or
reducing exemptions?

Should there be periodic reconsideration of the status of each
exemption?

Should owners of exempt property pay enough taxes, or a charge in
lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received?

Should tax exemption be used as a socio-economic incentive?




If so, should there be a time limit on the exemption?

Any other limits?

Classification

l. Should there be more, less, or the same number of classifications
as there are now?

If changed, what criteria should be used?

Assessment

l. How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries
and training of assessors, size of assessment districts, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-
sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of more
or fewer kinds of property. Other?
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Send one copy of this report to the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555
Wabesha, St. Paul, Minn. 55101 no later than March 11, 1968. Keep one copy for
your files.

League Golden Valley Date March 7, 1968

Coverage: ()i Units--85 members)

Please evaluate your league's coverage of Financing Public Services, Property,
Income and Sales Taxes, and Property Taxes: Probing Some Options.

All members recelved all the publications before unit meetings each
year, Hach year the publication(s) from the previous year(s) was
reviewed and/or used as reference material.

Did all resource committee members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options? vyes

I

Did members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options before unit meetings? ves
5

How many meetings did your resource committee have this year? [ Last year? 3

How many membership meetings did you have this year? Units? 1 General? 0O
last year? Units? 1 General? 0

Ilgproximately how much membership participation was there? 11,6 members attended
the meetings, .

‘/ags discussion good at units? excellent

Wlas coverage of first two publications adequate to give basic background for study
and discussion of Property Taxes: Probing Some Options? yes

List other materials used: Sept.-Oct. Voter; Netzer, Mconomics of t e Property
Pax; the 2 Gowernor's reports of 1956 & 62; Wehrweln articles; Citizen's
League Dulton Case; misc. newspapbr articles & LofMM articles; Advisory Com-

Consensus: In answering the following, indicate if there seemed to be general ittee

agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies. nuhli ca-
Please report minority viewpoints expressed, Add any comments you 'tjons,

feel would be helpful. Twin Citlies Metro Area Tax Study,et, ete

General
1. Should Minnesota depend more, less, or the same as now, on property
~ taxes as a source of revenue? \ . .
\Onin}on was split--2 units said 'less’, 2 said the same. The 2 that said
less” gave thgrreasons that sales and income taxes were more ejuitable amd
better reflected "ability-to-pay". Thosethat said‘the same wanted to

walt to see how much revenue the sales tax will raise, and to see if any
change is made by the legislature in the amount of exeg%“property.




(=15

2. Which governmental services can be most appropriately financed by
property taxes?
There was general agreement that all basic local services provided by
local govt.--e. g. fire, police, wgter, sewer, parks, street maintenance,
etc.--should be financed by the property tax.

/hich services can be le ast appropriately financed by property taxes?
There was general agreement that the least appropriate are welfare and
highways, and only fair agreement about education. One unit wanted
specifically to omit from local services utilities and garbage collec-
tion. One unit suggestedhE} t the League study financing schools
(eithef as a s tudy item/ér under Financing State Govt.)

Héare Uow Need T D radann {'f_'b$r;:ﬁ,ﬂ \ 1967 Asfrd

Exemptions
1. Should there be a change in the limits for exempt property? Yes
There was general agbeement to lower the limit.

If so, in which direction?

And if so, what criteria. should be used for retaining, adding, or
reducing exemptions?
whether the property earns a profit; whether it serves the public in
general. There was falir agreement that schools, municipal properties
and church buildings should remain exeémpt. One unit felt strongly that
all exemptions should be eliminated. A minority wanted to exempt
churches and one parsonage for each. ' -

2. Should there be periodic reconsideration of the status of each
exemption?
General agreement--yes.--at least once every six years.

3+ Should owners of exempt property pay enough taxes, or a charge in
lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received?
There was general agreement that some payment should be made. A minority
wanted to exempt schools from any payment.

4. Should tax exemption be used as a socio-economic incentive?
There was no clear cut agreement. There was general agreement that St.
Paul's experiment should be closely watched, and 1f proved successful,
pursued further. One unit suggested that one criterion for exemptlon
might be its importance to the community. Another unit favored using
exemption to attract new industry, for a limited time, to distressed areas.




If so, should there be a time limit on the exemption?
General agreement--yes.

Any other limits?

An interesting side note was that two units found the term "socio-economic"
difficult to interpret.

Classification

1, Should there be more, less, or the same number of classifications
as there are now?

General agreement--less

If changed, what criteria should be used?
There was no agreement. One unit agreed that urban and rural property
should pay af the same rate,
Some miscel)Yneous suggestions were to take into account: benefits to
taxpayers; benefits to the public rather than specilal interest groups;
socio-economic considerations; changes and structure of the economyg and
society; cutting costs of administration.

Assessment
1. How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries
and training of assessors, size of assessment districts, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-
sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of more
or fewer kinds of property. Other?
There was general agreement that
1. assessors should be full-time
2. " " " adequately paid
s " " " adequately trained--(One suggestion was that
the training should be given before beginning work at the job.)
4. assessment districts should be enliarged. XAXMARERXLI¥XXNKERILER
A minority suggested putting assessors under civil service.
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FINANCING GOVERNM:NT

BOARD REPORT FORM

f Send one copy of this report to the League of Women Voters of lMinnesota, 555
° Wabesha, St., Paul, Minn. 55101 no later than March 11, 1968. Keep one copy for
* your files.

League

Coverage: The five units in our Leaqgue had one meeting on Financing Government du
B February.
5 Please evaluate your lLeague's coverage of Financing Public Services, Property,
Income and Sales Taxes, and Property Taxes: Probing Some Ontions.

in this tupiﬂ—uﬁo‘ great

reform might be forthcoming

Did all resource committee members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options? Yes

Did members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options before unit meetings? VYes

f How many meetings did your resource committee have this year? 2 Last year?

How many membership meetings did you have this year? Units? 1 General? 0
Last year? Units? 1 General? 0

Approximately how much membershlp participation was there?
slightly less than half. ost members present participate

‘las discussion good at units?
Was coverage of first two publications adequate to give basic background for study

" and dlscu551on of Property Taxes: Problng Some Optlons? Yes
Classif 'll..r_'ltl\}[.. -Il_— rf,lt yari I =N ould

T
iax

| O ’5EBnaensus: In answering the follow1ng, 1nd1cate if there seemed to be general
D ; agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies,
Please report minority viewpoints expressed. Add any comments you
feel would be helpful.

General
1. Should Minnesota depend more, less, or the same as now, on property
taxes as a source of revenue?

Allbut 2/3-
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2, Which governmental services can be most appropriately financed by
property taxes?
Ge . Teemnen: government,
i .

Exemptions :
l. Should there be a change in the limits for exempt property?

If 80, in wh1ch dlrectlon?
P - : : fro of
One grow
{ sk .
(such ac
~ivate
conside L,l."l.

And if so, what crlterla should be used for retaining, adding, or
reducing exemptlons?
All properties should at least pay for services received--ge

One

crite

2. Should there be periodic reconsideration of the status of each
exemption?

siz

3, Should owners of exempt property pay enough taxes, or a charge in
lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received?

4s

xes up his prope

) zk&xxa um,—’ DI

- organizations w
fits, as well




health, etc., benefits, as well as new indu One group felt businessmen should have:
tax exemnption for outside repai: d beaut ion (which contribute t~ the appearance
of the community) but not for inside re n' s which could be expected to result in

increased business and profits.
-3
If so, should there be a time limit on the exemption?

The increase in taxes (or decrease in exemption) should be gradual.

rofit organizations should be subject to periodic review.

Any other limits?

Four units indicated NO, but one
newal, tax payments could

Dack taxes but

(This was the area ir ““iuh we felt most poorly-informed and
:n;f“' intellige

Shou1d' there be more, less, or the same number of classifications
as there are now?

1S T

Classification

Fewer classifications

If changed, what criteria should be used?

according
according
according

non-profit purposes

Assessment
1, How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries
and training of assessors, size of assessment districts, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-
sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of more
or fewer klnda of pr0perty. Other?

llowing--

service exam?)
wherever i
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BOARD REPORT FORM

Send one copy of this report to the League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555
Wabesha, St. Paul, Minn. 55101 no later than March 11, 1968. Keep one copy for
your files.

League Of Women Voters, Granite Falls. Date Feb. 27, 1968

Coverage:

Please evaluate your league's coverage of Financing Public Services, Property,
Income and Sales Taxes, and Property Taxes: Probing Some Options.

A1l League members had coples of the above publications

for study in advance of the unit meetings.

Did all resource committee members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options? Y©

Did members have Property Taxes: Probing Some Options before unit meetings? Yes

How many meetings did your resource committee have this year? Two Last year? One

How many membership meetings did you have this year? Units? Two General? None
Last year? Units? One General? lNone
Approximately how much membership participation was there?

About 30 out of 45 members attended the two meetings,

‘lag discussion good at units? Yes.

Was coverage of first two publications adequate to give basic background for study
and discussion of Property Taxes: Probing Some Options? Vegs,

List other materials used:. Tixtension Division
Minnesota ——SPminar Information from
lJales Tax on local property tax.
Consensus: In answerlng the follow1ng, indicate if there seemed to be general
agreement, fairly general, no agreement or significant divergencies.
Please report minority viewpoints expressed. Add any comments you

feel would be helpful.

General
1. Should Minnesota depend more, less, or the same as now, on pr0perty
taxes as a source of revenue? Lecss - 28 a source ol venue

» .
Why? igh nroperty es becomne i
High 1 taxes become oppressive burden for

elderly, retired, and low income persons
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2. Which governmental services can be most appropriately financed by
property taxes?

Local services.

which services can be le ast appropriately financed by property taxes?

All federal and state.

Exemptions
1. Should there be a change in the limits for exempt property?

If so, in which direction? Reverse the trend of exempting

property. Any profit-making operation in competition
with private enterprise should be taxed.

And if so, what criteria should be used for retaining, adding, or
reducing exemptions?

Same as above.

2. Should there be periodic reconsideration status of each
exemption?

Definitely.

5+ Should owners of exempt property pay enough taxes, or a charge in
lieu of taxes, to cover the costs of services received?

Generally agreed such owners should pay enough property

tax--percentage of regular tax rate. Would be less costly

to administer.

4. Should tax exemption be used as a socio-economic incentive?
it 1s incentive to improve property. Agree with

plan outlined in Property Texes: Probing Some

PRy e
Uptlons.
———




If so, should there be a time limit on the exemption?

Agree with St. Paul plan outlined in Property Taxes:

Probing Some Options.
Any other limits?

Classification
1. Should there be more, less, or the same number of classifications
as there are now?

Less
If changed, what criteria should be used?

Simplify system of classification. Compare

other states for guide.

Assessment
l. How can the quality of assessments be improved? Consider: salaries

and training of assessors, size of assessment districts, full- or
part-time assessors, periodic mandatory reappraisal, data for asses-
sors from the state or other sources, assessment by the state of more
or fewer kinds of property. Other?

Larger distrizts; full-time better trained assessors;
periodic mandatory reappraisal; assessment by the

state of more kinds of property.
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