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Dear League Member}

As our League activities are starting again,
our year around membership drive becomes more intensives
This year we will try attracting as many persons as

possible, by advertizing in our local newspapers

We would also like to ask your help, by contacting

at least one of your friends, Won't you bring someone

alonz to your next unit meeting? Ue do the restl

If you have someone in mind who would be interested,

please give us the name, we would love to call hers

Can you help? The thought of increasing our
mnembership from 45 to 90 does sound rewarding, does

it not?

I do thank you very much and hope our membership
drive will be a successSe
Sincerely,

Heidi Hoffmann
Tele 451-294%3
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tKS HOF October 10, 1SuH, at
s Helen Baker, Gloria Phillips,
Contact Gloria 1f you might be intercs bf\,
FERERERREE AR BRI KRR R R B R R RN Pkt Eahied s LI e T I T™
COAL MEETING = u,ULSdLuJ 19, 1968, at Fddie Webst 0 94 DAMLI NT OXNAGH,
£ R L & GLORIA PHILLIPS will attend,

MEERITPEEEERZ I IS E 5 RTan brrd Sk & & b b B Py ¥ T RW , % ¥ S EE e R T L R L
IEAGUB DAY, DRCISION KING IH THT. MPFR( UILTAN AREA * September 25, 1968.
Spesker, Nr. James Chairman Heiropolitan Council =- registration 9:30 a.me =
lunch (99¢) at 11:&5. qu?” BAKER will be oing und wuld like company = ¢all har,
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SCHOOL BOND gLE.1ICH JRPIE.EBR 24 FACH MEMBER is being asked to do soms calli
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this, Some will/B®Iist of names. If you don't receive a list, call at least five
neighbors on Yonday, Sept. 23, to remind them to vote for the SCHUUL HOND ISSU

Don't call people who ere not interested in good schools. Do eall peoplo who

vote "yos" but who might forget to go to the theo polls or who might not be informed.
Or how about having a coffee party to iniorm your neighbors and frisends onm the school
bond issue. e hear NAMCY JONES feeds hor new baby and calls Leagusrs to have sohool
bond coffes parties all at the same time.
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( WGRATULATIONS TO Hﬁhhl BAKER * =he hss been made a member of the Parks and

r——

Rocreation Comittes of the vashington County Planning Commission. AUDRLY KILLY
is our othor lesguer who is a member,
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Hp,sﬁ‘{i(‘)‘,bi BI?(},"\D!"AS_ 1"G COMPANY REPORTING = Tw { ir gals will be reporting
clection results after the polls close on Movember 5 to ABC. GLORIA PHILLIPS will
be al the Worthdule Precinet in Oakdale and VONI KILKLLLY will be at Washington School,
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VOTERS SERVICE REPORT by SUR DB

My thanks to all of you who assisted in registering voters in Stillwater during the
ilay Voters Reglstration Drive, Since this was a first-time happening in Stillwater
it was & major undertaking for our Leagus, The willingness to work of our members

who reside in othor communities indicates that this was truly an all League effort,

In August, PAT NRBLSON, VOUI KILRBLLY SANDY COLRE (a prospective member) and 1
rogistered senior ci?i?ens at the nu.alng homes in Stillwater,

JUDY VIS, CAKOLE wINSLOR, PAT WELSON, & VONI KILKELLY worked at the Stillwater
1

Lh‘C.r& Bldg. during the last thres evening of rogistration,

This th veen a tremendous opportunity for OCUHUhltJ sorvice mmd I am certaein that
our league has benefitted public relations-wise
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{BERS ~Did you know that if you cannot attend the unit meeting to whioh you
are assigned you are most welcome to attend cither of the other
twe units that day.
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MBEKSHIP CHAIRYAN'S REPORT by Yvonne Thiessen.

Have you paid your dues? If not, please send your check teday to me at 494 §, 4th
St., Beayport, linn.

Ihe local league would lke to welcome three new girls to there membership. They are
Charlotte Nooger, Rt. 4, Hasgingsj Sally Crane, 314 £, Hemlock; and Carol lHac Dorald,
Rt. 1, Newport, iiinn,

Charlotte Nooger was a member of the liorth St. Paul and White Bear Leagues before
moving here, She is the mother of four children and is a former librarisn at 3 M,
e would like to welccume Charlotie to our leegue and congratulate her on her new
position on the membership committee.

Sally Crene is a native of Bayport, 'inn., and has spent all but four years living
in this area. She end her husband lived in Turtle lLake, Wisc,., before moving to
their home in Stillwater. Sally is the mother of three children and active in
school and church functions. ‘“eclcome to the League, Sally,

Carol ¥ac Donald, a resident of the St. Croix Valley for only six years, findes her~
gself busy as kducation Chairman at the United ifethodist Church in Afton, Tressurer
of the newly formed Afton Township Forum, and a trail guide for the Junior league
of Ste Paule Carol is the mother of two children. Welcome, Carol,

As liemborship Cheirmsn I would like to welcome three girls to the membership com=
mittee, Bunice Fouks, Charlotte Nooger, and Audrey Kelly have offered their time
end talent in scarching for new membors. I hope that all league members will give
them their hclping hand in their hunt for ncw leagusras.

Girls, do you have a friend or acighbor who is, or might be, interested in local,

state or national government. ilhy don't you ask her to be your guest at the next
league meeting? Provids her with your roading material before the meoting so she
will enjoy and learn from the given study item. If she hege any questi ons about
league, make sure she feals freo to ask them as we cmmnot expect new members or

guests to grasp all that is to be known about the lesgue organization in one or
two meetings,
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DEVLLOEALNT OF TLHE PRIZARY SYSTEN Since all you gals voted in the primaries,
do you know how they developed? Since 1789 Americans have been concerned with
improvement of nominating systems. Originally, groups of like-minded individuals
met and agreed on candidates for off'ice. ‘Yhese groupse came to be known as caucussas.

lLater, the legislative ocaucus or representatives from the legislative body begen
to nominate candidates for higher office, such as mayors & governors. This method
was condemned es being undemocratic because it concentrated power in the hands of
a few & the voter did not directly participate in seleotion of higher officers,

As political partics became more sophisticeted in their operation party members
held caucuses in their precincts to select delegaiss %o county or state conventions
where the nominetions were masde, Reformere were dissatisfied and sought the
ostablishment of the primary election as a weapon in combating "machine" politics
and returning the selection of candidates to the rank & file voter,

W ost of the states adopted the primery during the first two decados of this conturye.
It is now used in all states, By voting in the primary election you have a wider
cholce of candidates then by voting in just the general eloction,
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ihe pace of clvic activity guickened in Central America beginning in 1903, when
Dr. Grenizla Quan, formar Chalrman of the Inter.American Commisclon of Women and
daelegnts from Guatemala to the United :Nations, became the lverseas Educatlon Fund's
permanant field representative to tha area, < Under her guldance, voluntary womon's
civic organizations have now been founded in every country. Almeet all of them are
undertaking voters service and civie edunction programs, and scme have beoun nore-
partisan reform effurts wilch rainge from traffic safety to the prevention of buying
of votes in elections,.

The conference at Antigua was attended by a delagation of six organization
representatives from each of the six countrles: Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Hondurag, Nicaragua, and Permama. Its theme was "Central American Develcpmant and
Its Prometien by Wemen Citizens' Crganizations." Liks earlier regiomal cenferences,
it ponvided for an exchange of experiences and sharing of activities among ths dele-
gates fron the individual countries,
annual meeting was to begin werk on a reglonal clvic edusation program,

Attendlng as an active participant, Mys. William Chrlstophersun, Firet Vics
President of the League and a trustes of its Education Fund, said, "Many of the prob=-
lems of the developing nountries - povarty, illiteracy, citizen apathy and frustra=

tion - ara the same ongs fzcinag our own liner-clty ghettos, I expent to find man:
. ¥ P Y

Edugetion Tund wlith inner-city dwellers."

The Overseas Eduration Fund was created by tha Lesque foolecwing World War II to
servize requests from citizens from other countries for asslabance in etrengthening
ard developing voluntery nrganizetions; its most active ocurrent programs are In Latin
America, The Education Fund was created in 1857 to stirengthen citizen participation

in govsrameni in the Unitsd States,
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seter Pollution

Governmental issues that affect our local area seewg to be paramount in
the League plans for this year, (ne of the most lwpuetent issues is ilhat of
the polluticn that is taking place in our lakes and rivers, Fpom an esthétic
viewpoint we think of the ugliness that pollution can cause to our beautiful
lakes, However the ruining of our waters is havging very real adverse economic
effect on the entire area, Lur summer tourists are beginning to notice and com
plainof the weeds and other water vegitation that is interferring with boating,
fishing and swimming., This situation must be reversed if our area is to continue
to be one of the tourists attraction of the nation. At the September unit meeting
some slides will be shown to give a visual stowy of what is happening to all of
our surrounding lakes,

The theme of our county fair booth this year was "Cleun kater, Ii's Your
Decision", To carry out this theme, 2 short movéewas shown at intervals alter-
nating with some slides of our lakes , with & taped commentary by Henrietlia
Britton, To lighten the progran a recording of the humerous song, "Pollution”
was played occasionally. No League County Fair booth 1s complete without &
questionnaire. This year our question was concerned with how much the general
public is aware of the problem. Three hundred and forty two persons filled out
our cuestionaire. Uf that number these are the most important replies:

1. Bo you think we have a problem of pollution in our lakes? Yes 328 Nol2
2, «hat do you consider the chief causes?
Sewage treatment plants- 201 replies
Cess pools Bl ™
3, Would you cooperate in efforts to solve the problem? Yes 299 o 10
It would seem from these answers that the general pgblic in our county is aware
of the problem and its chief reasons. Now the guestion is; what do we do about
it?
An organization called the "Clean water Association" with Jid Swedmark as

chairman has plans to do something albout it and the League is pledging its full
support for immediate action,

City Planning

Three months has gone by since the League met for its annual meeting, At
this gathering the community was invited to join us in hearing ¥r, Carl Dale,
the Consultant who assisted the City Planning Commission in projecting some needs
for the future of Bemidji. These projections are printed in fomr small readable
volumes that are available for the public to study. The meeting was well attended
and there seemed to be a great deal of interest shown and it was evident that
the public would indeed like to know more about tie suggested pland,

The League's year was ended with this meeting but not its wor#t, especlally
for the comnittes whose particular interest is the local item of "Community
Planning". Chairman, Barbara Powell, and the committee have met weekly all
summer to study the plans of the Planning Commission and to listed to several
persons in the community who are vitally interested in helping to erradicate
the ills of the city and to make constructive plans for the future, The League
group now feels that they have a better understanding of the needs of the
community, and it is their plan to ask the nembership to join them in giwing
neighborhood coffee parties of small groups to read and discuss the projected
plans that the Planning Commission has available for that purpose. You will
hear more about this at your Septmeber Unit meeting., This is a community service
in which every League wmember will wish to become involved.

Mabel sattgast
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GOVERNOR'S COUNCIL ON HEALTH, WELFARE AND REHABILITATION

STATE PLANNING AGENCY
ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55101

HAROLD LEVANDER
GOVERNOR

January 28, 1969

TO: MEMBERS OF THE HEALTI PLANNING TASK FORCE

FROM: Dean Lawrence C. Weaver, Chairman

Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 19,
1969, from 9:00 a.m. to noon in the conference room of
the Metropolitan Council, Room 101 in the Capitol Square
Building, 550 Cedar Street, St. Paul.

The agenda for this meeting and relevant materials will be
sent for your review prior to the 19th. Please indicate

on the enclosed post card whether or not you will be able to
attend.




League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555 Wabasha Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101
September 1968

FINANCING GOVERNMENT

- DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

If this is part of your unit meeting on the legislature, you might want to plan cn
about 20 or 30 minutes for this discussion. In that case, try to cover the first three
questions on classifications., If you have time, or if you are having a full unit meeting on
this topic, you ‘can consider the rest of the questions. We would like to get whatever guide-
lines you can give us on classifications. The consensus says only that we want fewer classes,
The state Board would like whatever assistance you can give us in applying the consensus.
Please fill out the report form and give to your local item chairman. Local financing
government chairmen are requested to send compilation to the state office as soon as possible.
Thank you.

CLASSIFICATIONS

1. Are there any types of property that should get special treatment?

If you answer 'no' to this, you believe there should be no special
classification of property for taxing purposes and all property taxes should
be based on market value. This means that property that could be sold for a
higher price on the open market, would have a higher assessment and property
worth less would have a lower assessment. Skip down to question 4.

If you answer 'yes' to this question, please answer questions 2 and 3
also.

If so, what types of property should be given relief? What types should pay more?
3. In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?

EXEMPTIONS

(To begin the discussion of exemptions it would be most helpful if the resource com-
mittee could supply - perhaps on a visual aid - a list of all the exempt property

in your community; not each piece, of course, but how much church property, church
related property, charitable property, educational property, local, state and federal
property, cemeteries, etc. Assessors are just finishing the assessment of exempt
property that is done every 6 years so they should be able to give you the information
you want without any trouble.)

Do any exempt facilities in your community compete with private taxpaying businesses?
What local services are used by the exempt organizations in your community? Do these

needs raise the costs of these serv1ces° Do any exempt groups make voluntary payments
for loc serv1ces° vo bb&ihji

How many pt organiza }gmigﬁﬁhm 1ty serve an area larger than your taxing
district? ould you carry part of the tax burden for others who live outside your
district? Are other people carrying part of your burden?

qullllllUP
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FINANCING GOVERNMENT DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (cont.)

7. Does your community receive benefits from exempt groups comparable to the subsidies
given? Do those groups giving the greatest ben it &the community recgive the large
exemptions? Should they? | L) - %&MM‘-\L—{ M
v ' -*—‘ LA /

( ;j/r Aa
. moﬁrﬂ YMLM_,% ]‘ ﬁb
EFFECYS AND ALTERNATIVE PROPERTY TAXES

8. What is the best way to overcome the undesirable effects of the property tax on housing?

9. What would be the advantages and disadvantages of enlarging your taxing district?

10. Which alternative property tax suggested by Dick Netzer, or which combination, do you

think would be best? Why?




League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555 Wabasha Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101
September 1968

FINANCING GOVERNMENT REPORT FORM
CLASSIFICATIONS
. Are there any types of property that should get special t.rf.aa.‘(,ment,'>
fa?he4>~?,¢<;1) Ol ,cfﬁv77mj442443' <£?
If so, what types of property should be given relief?

N cvnelractal

What types should pay more?

3. In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?
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League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555 Wabasha Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101
September 1968

FINANCING GOVERNMENT REPORT FORM

Wlomen Vot rs Aust 1 Miz 1311,

CLASSIFICA‘I'ION’S

O units reporting

o =

1. Are there any types of property that should get special treatment?

2. 1If so, what types of property should be given relief?
2 units said aged home owner
units said farmer owner

L units said AJ.-'_'.h'L-.,-.‘L.:

types should pay more?

units said immobile mobile homes

said cooperatives
id farmer wit holdin

3. In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?

Most units wanted more infc \tion on this entire areg lassific
e -_-"\‘.:(..J.-'.i__L r from st: Les iave

W

: ._.L-J.Uﬂ-._),
fewer classifications than we do,

113 = o e . Ja £ . S |
units though 1atural resources

some thought temporary exemptions better than




League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555 Wabasha Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101
September 1968

BLOOKINGTON
FINANCING GOVERNMENT REPORT FORM

CLASSIFICATIONS

1. Are there any types of property that should get special treatment? Yes--majority

w3

small minority-no

2. If so, what types of property should be given relief? Uwner occupied farms--

homesteads-~- non-profit making ventures (churches, colleges,etc.).

Incentives to Industry and development of natural resources, on a

temporery basis with periodie re-evaluastion.

Minority view--low income elderly.

What types should pay more? Oorporation farms--profit making

(ineluding tax exempt-non profit orgamizetions).

o

Minority view--Industries that depé&ete natural resourses.

3. In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?

There was general agreement that clagsifications is not the best
method of giving special treatment; they should be reviewed periodicallye.
There was some discussion of the value of subsidies over exemptions

¢lossific-tions sas a better m:thod of record keeping.

Minority view--homesteads & owner occupled farms.
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Are there any types of property that should get special treatment?
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What types should pay more?

In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?
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FINANCING GOVERNMENT REPORT FORM
CLASSIFICATIONS

1. Are there any types of property that should get special treatment?

2. If so, what types of property should be given relief?

What types should pay more?

3. In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?
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Are there any types of property that should get special treatment?
a
;?QQ' o -tcéigiigzil_

If so, what types of property should be given relief?
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What types should pay more?
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3. In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?
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CLASSIFICATIONS

Are there any types of property that should get special treatment? \]/eg

If so, what types of property should be given relief?
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3. In which cases, if any, i9 classification the best method of giving special treatment?
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CLASSIFICATIONS

1. Are there any types of property that should get special treatment?

Yes: agricultural lands, rural electrical lines, natural rescources, housing, indus-
trial develomment (as inducement to locate in areas where there is excess lﬁbor),
mobile homes, public property, churches(church building and educational lantonly),
on~profit educational institutions. Undecided on charities, cemeteries.

2. If so, what types of property should be given relief?
Housing, agricultural property and rural electric Lines( to theextent of preventing tax
from becoming prohibitive because of long lines.)

What types should pay more?

Income property of churches and any profit maxing enterprise, or an enterprise
that is in competitiun with pravate enterorise.

3. In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?

Agricultural lands

Natural resources ~ sifficient forprotection, but there should be frequent reviewal
(p:rha;s nt Syecar intfrvals)and adjustments when needed.

Housing - possib.y not homestead, but sme devige for tax relief

Industrial development - to encourage location in areas of excess labor. This might
take form of direct subsidy, subject to periodic review and revision.

Hobile homes

Sducational property, religious and non-proiit charitable properties ~ Suggest direct
subsidies in some cases, because the item would appear an bldgzt and be subject
to serutiny. Also would spread tax base for sunport.

emeteries and public property - should pay for all services rendered by local goverament.
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CLASSIFICATIONS

1., Are there any types of property that should get special treatment? ?&0

2. If so, what types of property should be given relief?
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CLASSIFICATIONS

1. Are there any types of property that should get special treatment? (

2. If so, what types of property should be given relleiz;; -~ L s
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Report of the Edina League Betty Tripp
5613 St. Andrews Avenue
Edina, Minnesota, 55424 926-5746
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FINANCING GOVERNMENT REPORT FORM

CLASSIFICATIONS

Are there any types of property that should get special treatment?

All units answered "yes" to this question.

If so, what types of property should be given relief?

The following types of property were felt to be in need of relief--listed in
order of the mumber ¢f times they were mentioned: Agriculture, low-income
senior citizens, homesteads, veterans' homesteads, rural electrie lines, im-
provements on old hcuses, timberland for conservation purposes, natural re-
sources, and mobile homes., Individual mention was made of relief for lskeshore
property. The possibility of dropping the homestead classification entirely
was suggested by one unit. Several units said they felt unqualified to give
definite guidelines and would have to have more time and material for study to
give authoritative answers.

What types should pay more?

Three units didn't feel qualified to decide--three units felt mo one should pay
more, three units said church preperty used for profit makiéng should pay more, one
unit mentioned industries which pollute, deface, desecrate land or water, one

unit mentioned natural resources, and one mentioned educational property not

used for educational purposes.

In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?

The general feeling was that special treatment should be given by means of classi-
fication when there is a clear cut incentive for doing so, to give encouragement
to property used for the common good, to encourage home ownershirg, farm?ng, etec.
Agriculture and natural resources were mentioned by most units, and individual
mention was made of utilities, rural electric lines, mobile homes, homesteads,

and homes of th se citizens who are over 65.

One unit felt that classifications should be eliminated entirely, one unit favored
direct subsidies from the state to give special treatment when desireable, and
twr

o units felt th i Ha
fe entire subject was much too complicated for uys 0° decide,
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FINANCING GOVERNMENT REPORT FORM
CLASSIFICATIONS

Are there any types of property that should get special treatment?

Unanimous conclusion that there are too many classifications but members
not clear in distinction between classifications and exemptions. However, seven
members (50%) of one unit of 1l attending voted that all classifications should
be abolished and the assessment based on market value. Of the 7 who abstained
5 were new members who did not feel they knew enough about it to vote, In the
other units the distinction between classifications and exemptions was unclear
T4/ 66/,/ vt/ R bbl/ oA/ bbhérts/ BROBIA/ bé/ xéry fIAELR/
and their conclusions were as follows:

Anybody using public services should pay a minimum tax

Some felt that churches should pay taxes; others felt that churches
should pay at least service charges. Some of the latter felt
that at least the church land should be taxed if not the land
and the structure. Two members felt that neither churches nor
parsonages should be taxed.

All felt that any businesses, church~owned or otherwise, should
pay taxes.

What types should pay more?

3. In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?
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CLASSIFICATIONS
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CLASSIFICATIONS

1, Are there any types of property that should get special treatment?

/fé

2. If so, what types of property should be given relief?
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3. In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?

Hasa o7
ey A R o

ﬁ(?’*"’c‘—//:,'p/ /.‘qu’.:s

>




(((/LL/L’ Lo

»

o ALr—w

WA L T Ry, tea "7 2o

-




i

~i.




'League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555 Wabasha Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101
September 1968

/767

FINANCING GOVERNMENT
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

If this is part of your unit meeting on the legislature, you might want to plan on
about 20 or 30 minutes for this discussion. In that case, try to cover the first three
questions on classifications. If you have time, or if you are having a full unit meeting on
this topic, you can consider the rest of the questions. We would like to get whatever guide-~
- lines you can give us on classifications. The consensus says only that we want fewer classes,
The state Board would like whatever assistance you can give us in applying the consensus.
Please fill out.the report form and give to your local item chairman. local financing
government chairmen are requested to send compilation to the state office as soon as possible,
Thank you.

CLASSIFICATIONS

1. Are there any types-of property that should get special treatment?

If you answer 'no' to this, you believe there should be no special
classification of property for taxing purposes and all property taxes should
be based on market value. This means that property that could be sold for a
higher price on the open market, would have a higher assessment and property
worth less would have a lower assessment. Skip down to question 4.

If you answer 'yes' to this question, please answer questions 2 and 3
also.

If so, what types of property should be given relief? What types should pay more?
3. In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?

EXEMPTIONS

(To begin the discussion of exemptions it would be most helpful if the resource com-
mittee could supply - perhaps on a visual aid - a list of all the exempt property

in your community; not each piece, of course, but how much church property, church
related property, charitable property, educational property, local, state and federal
property, cemeteries, etc. Assessors are just finishing the assessment of exempt
property that is done every 6 years so they should be able to give you the information
you want without any trouble.)

Do any exaﬁﬁﬁ agilities in your co ity co ete with private taxpaying businesses?
Z th arrH ;ﬁ&ftfz / 7

Phat local services are used by the exempt organizations in your community? Do these
needs raise the costs of these services? Do any exempt groups make voluntary payments
for local services?

How many exempt organizations in your community serve an area larger than your taxing
district? Should you carry part of the tax burden for others who live outside your

district? Are other people carrylng part of ur burden° .




FINANCING GOVERNMENT DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (cont.)

7. Does your community receive benefits from exempt groups comparable to the subsidies
given? Do those groups giving the greatest benefit to the community receive. the largest

et —

exemptions? Should they? ¢ /é?z . /%"f ,6, f‘éfi’j’i%«: 77{{ Z/ o /-9’7' s ?‘/‘,'Z‘

EFFECTS AND ALTERNATIVE PROPERTY TAXES

8. What is the best way to overcome the undesirable effects of the property tax on housing?

What would be the advantages and disadvantages of enlarging your taxing district?

Which alternative property tax suggested by Dick Netzer, or which combination, do you
think would be best? Why?
7’

(fbtféﬂ a/fl/zmv L
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CLASSIFICATIONS

1. Are there any types of property that should get special treatment?
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FINANCING GOVERNMENT

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

If this is part of your unit meeting on the legislature, you might want to plan on
about 20 or 30 minutes for this discussion. In that case, try to cover the first three
questions on classifications. If you have time, or if you are having a full unit meeting on
this topic, you can consider the rest of the questions. We would like to get whatever guide-
lines you can ‘give us on classifications.: The consensus says only that we want fewer classes,
The state Board would like whatever assistance you can give us in applying the consensus. *
Please fill out the report form and give to your local item chairman, Local financing
government chaitmen are requested to send compilation to the state office as. soon as possible,
Thank you. :

CLASSIFICATIONS

1. Are there any types of property that should get special treatment?

If you answer 'no! to this, you believe there should be no special
classification of property for taxing purposes and all property taxes should
be based on market value. This means that property that could be sold for a
higher price on the open market, would have a higher assessment and property
worth less would have a lower assessment. Skip down to question 4.

If you answer 'yes! to this question, please answer questions 2 and 3
also.

2. If so, what types of property should be given relief? What types should pay more?
3. In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?

EXEMPTIONS

(To begin the discussion of exemptions it would be most helpful if the resource com-
mittee could supply - perhaps on a visual aid - a list of all the exempt property

in your community; not each piece, of course, but how much church property, church
related property, charitable property, educational property, local, state and federal
property, cemeteries, etc. Assessors are just finishing the assessment of exempt
property that is done every 6 years so they should be able to give you the information
you want without any trouble.)

Do any exempt facilities in your community compete with private taxpaying businesses?

What local services are used by the exempt organizations in your community? Do these
needs raise the costs of these services? Do any exempt groups make voluntary payments
for local services?

How many exempt organizations in your community serve an area larger than your taxing
district? Should you carry part of the tax burden for others who live outside your
district? Are other people carrying part of your burden?




FINANCING GOVERNMENT DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (cont.)

7.

Does your community receive benefits from exempt groups comparable to the subsidies

given? Do those groups giving the greatest benefit to the community receive the largest
exemptions? Should they?

EFFECTS AND ALTERNATIVE PROPERTY TAXES

8.

What is the best way to overcome the undesirable effects of the property tax on housing?

. What would be the advantages and disadvantages of enlarging your taxing district?

Which alternative property tax suggested by Dick Netzer, or which combination, do you
think would be best? Why?
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FINANCING GOVERNMENT REPORT FORM

CLASSIFICATIONS

1. Are there any types of property that should get special treatment?

Yes. Though everyone favored limiting the number of special elassifications,
vwe felt that there were some types of property thst should be tixed st a
different rate than others.

so, what types of property should be given relief?

It is very diffieult for us to give snm enlightened opinion on this with the
amar nt of iuformation we—hmwe—the time and backgroaundyto sssimilate sl It
seemed to the group that sgricultursl m d timber 1&nds,T6r exumple, should
be taxed at a lower rate for the ressons givem in the pamphlet Financing
Publie Serviees. Leagufers were reluctant to give up the homestesd

exemption, ulso.

What types should pay more?

3. In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?

e eannot answor/ because we do not have in-depth kmowledge of the many
other alternative methods of giving special treatment as they apply to esch
of the 20 special classifieations,




in our report that our unit ame to no consensus on
the condition of cenfusion can be our consensus.
There was a strong reiteration of our position of tax exempt property and
should get good respbnese to any call to action. The classification
and questionnaire was very disturbing to our units. They wouldlike more
information on single classification and I hope to do this in the form of a

written every member plece very soon.

We think this was a very ill-timed topic. The interest was all obviously

on tax exempt property. It is hard and confusing to study classification

systems during & legislative session which is concerned with tax exemption.
tions from our members and from our unit resource leaders have lead

the Minneapolis Board to suggest that specific recommendations regarding

specific classifications require more expertise and discussion time than

can be given inour neighfborhood type units.

'he Minneapolis Board had hoped that action could be taken within the
confines of our present position pertaining to classifications. If more

guidance for action is needed we might work on the basis of criteria.

Sincerely,

)

---’ ){? f; /..'

irs. Kenneth Masters, Mpls. resource chre.

Financing
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FINANCING GOVERNMENT REPORT FORM

CLASSIFICATIONS

1, Are there any types of property that should get special treatment?

Yes 11 units 56+ nﬂmbn?s

no 6 units
This is 1l na jority Hnﬂ wlnnrity report of 12 units. The other 21

reportec ad confusing and contradicting statements Most answered

2. If so, what types of property should be given relief?

lo consensus. This cuestion was answered most often 1in

What types should pay more?
o consensus. Again answered mogt often in terms of Tax Exempt Property.
Industry that pollutes and destroys was listed in three units.
Iron ore was listed in four units.
Petroleum was listed in three units.

3. In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?

Most units said they were not ra;ux g iake a 4ﬁ01 ion on this guestion
'confused —— not enough informat SPs. ON 7le classification”

Several groups said they thought Cl'iﬁ.iiCﬂt_Wi was not the most eguitable
le 1 j i “lz,ut impossible to do away witl " ——would

see other methods used to help'
units did list cases that need help but not necessarily by classific
12 units slderly A units
'fV;culLure 11 units Iron Ore 3 units
electric lines

resources




o/ 1 mun b o ymw Lo »ULM@» X )%whuﬂmj&"’ 11’/‘2"‘-‘/ >

It seems to me that our study has missed the really important dilemma facing
taxpayers, and that is how should public shhools be financed? Our studies have
revealed to us the vast differences in resources among school districts, differences

which are not adequately balanced out byﬂﬁﬁualization formula in computing state
aids. If schools continue to have to rely so heavily on property taxes,

these taxes will continue to rise shapply, ,and schools haverpot districts will
continue to have less to spend on thelTr st ents. I 3u s 1S intolerable,
and that a new approach must be found. Could tde League put its attention to

the state-wide problem of financing public education?
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League of Wom 55 Wabasha Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101
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FINANCING GOVERNMENT REPORT FORM
CLASSIFICATIONS

1. Are there any types of property that should get special treatment? tcjxyw)) W@ZZ&& s

w0l
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2. If so, what types of property sho d be given rel:Lef”
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What types should pay more'?
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3. In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?
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FINANCING GOVERNMENT REPORT FORM

CLASSIFICATIONS

Northfield LWV
1. Are there any types of property that should get special treatment?

A majority answered no to this, feeling all property should be taxed in the same
proportion according to its adjusted market value. However, this was such a small
majority (12-10) as to leave almost a 50-50 split.

If so, what types of property should be given relief?

Those who felt there should be some differential treatment of property were concerned
that the present relief given agricultral land should be continued. One person

felt the homestead relief should be continued. No other classifications either

to give property relief or to charge it more were supported. The feeling was

that if the effects of present classifications produced useful controls on some

areas (such as proper cutting of timber or encouragement of oil refineries to

come to Minn.) this should be continued by some more direct and obvious means.

What types should pay more?

(see above, we favored only agricultural separate classification and that by berely less tha
half)

In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?

The reason for supporting continued relief to agricultural property was largely in the
belief that farm income was not great enough to allow farmers to carry any more taxes.
People were interested in some other method of giving aid here, but felt that
propertty tax relief should be continued until such other methods could be sure of
legislative support.

The majority which supported no classification differences felt that if an increase
in farm property taxes caused the consolidation of farms and a movement of farm
labor to the industrial labor market this might be a good thing.




oF Women VOoTERS, NORTH St. PauL, UniT 1l

NG GOVERNMENT, DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

HOMESTEADS SHOULD GET SPECIAL CLASSIFICATIONS TO ENCOURAGE HOME OWNERSHIP.
ALSO, B0OSS|IBLY FARM PROPERTY BECAUSE OF THE LARGE AMOUNT NEEDED TO PRODUCE
AN ADQUATE INCOME.

IN BOTH CASESy, HOMESTEAD AND FARM PROPERTY THE CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM
IS ADEQUATE TO GIVE SPECIAL TREATMENT.

ALL THE LOCAL SERVICES, FIRE, POLICE, WATER AND SEWAGE, STREET LIGHTING,
STREETS, SNOW REMOVAL. _YES THEY RAIBE THE COST OF THESE SERVICES TO

THE TAXPAYERS. SOME OF THE CHURCHES MAKE VOLUNTARY PAYMENTS ON PROPERTY
NOT USED FOR THE CHURCH ITSELF OR HOME FOR THE PASTOR.

THE SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES IN NORTH St. PAUL USE THE LOCAL SERVICES, AND
THE TAXPAYERS IN OUR AREA (EAsT OAKDALE TOWNSHIP) DO NOT CONTRIBUTE
EXCEPT FOR SCHOOL DISTRICT TAXES, SOTHE TAXPAYERS IN NORTH ST PauL
ARE CARBYING A PORTION OF OUR TAX BURDEN.

THE BENEFITS FROM THE EXEMPT GROUPS SUCH 3 CHURCHES ARE IMPOSSIBLE
TO CALCULATE IN DOLLARS AND CENTS.

FINDING NEW TAX SOURCES, WE RECOMMEND LEGALIZING PARI-MUTUL BETTING.
|T wouLb BE ADVENTAGEOUS |IN SPREALING INDUSTRIAL TAXES THAT TEND TO

BE CLUSTERED TOGETHER AND |IN EVENING OUT THE TAX BURDEN TO THE AREA
THAT RECEIVS BENEFITS.
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FINANCING GOVERNMENT REPORT FORM 1£/67

CLASSIFICATIONS

1. Are there any types of property that should get special treatment?

Majority - Np, All property taxes should be based on market value,

Minority = yes.

2. If so, what types of property should be given relief?

Rural electrical transmission and distribution lines
Homesteads

Veterans (disabled) homes

Homes owned by someone on fixed income, such as elderly people
Pollution control equipment

Mining and other natural resources

Agricultural

What types should pay more?

Industries that pollute the water and

3. 1In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?

Not enough information to answer this




EXEMPTIONS

Y. Do any exempt facilities in your community copete with private
taxpaying businesses?
Majority - no, Minority - yes. Auditorium Thesatre.
(This is owned by the city and leased, so it could be saild to
compete with the other movie theatre in town, except that the
same man who leases the Auditorium also owns the other theatre.)

What local services are used by the exempt organizations in
your community? Fire, police% snow removal, etce.

Do these needs raise the cost of these °ervices? Probably some,
but not enough information to really d901de. Total tax exempt

property in Red Wing is about 2k, Sp. Do any exempt groups
make voluntary payments for local services? .No. However,

one church-related elementary school owns a house for one of
its teachers and declined a tax exemption and pays taxes on
the property (by vote of the congregation).

How many exempt organizations in yvour community serve an area
larger than your taxing district? Almost all of them.

Should vou carry part of the tax burden for others who live
outside your district? Majority - yes (it isn't really a
burden as people from outside spend money here).

Strong minority - no. Are other people carrying part of

Your burden? No.

Does your community receive benefits from exempt groups
comparable to the subshdies given? Probably so, though it was

questioned how it is possible to adequately measure the value
of benefits. Do those groups giving the grestest benefit to
the community receive the largest benefits and should they?

Again this is almost impossible to determine,

What is the best way to overcome the undesirable effects of the
PROPERTY TAX ON HOUSING? Grant tax credits to the elderly
and others on fixed incomes.,

What would be the advantages and disadvantages of enlarging
your taxing district? The advantages would be an increased
tax base which would probably be most desirable in the long ruh,
The disadvantages would be the initially higher taxes in Red
Wing to pay for services needed in our surrounding areas such
as sewer, police fire, etc.

., Alternatives to property taxes, etc?

Site value taxation Inereased alcohol and cigarette taxes
User charge on exempt properties for fire, police, etc.
Increased reliance on income and sales taxes - less om property
taxes.

Only a federal income tax or possibly a state one also, plus

a user charge for services like fire, etc. Rest of city
services paid by a lump sum recived from the federal or state
income tax with no strings attached.

Churches Majority - income producing (publishing houses,
parking lots) should be taxed, also parsonages. Minority -

all should be taxed, even the church.

f? SR o ol =P 2 o W et A
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FINANCING GOVERNMENT REFORT FORM 7 ‘7“-"(/“"4/

CLASSIFICATIONS Litavet: /M,J_,?, Lew. 7965

1. Are there any types of property that should get special treatment?

%14

2. If so, what types of property should be given relief?
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What types should pay more?
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3. In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?
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FINANCING GOVERNMENT REPORT FORM

CLASSIFICATIONS

1. Are there any types of property t.hat should get SpeClal treat ent‘?
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FINANCING GOVERNMENT REPORT FORM

CLASSIFICATIONS

Are there any types of property that should get special treatment?

1&

- Reck County
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2. If so, what types of property should be given relief?

What types should pay more?

In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?

3.






















FINANCING GOVERNMERT REPORT FORM f/ﬁ? Sl ARl y Ustle
CLASSIFICATIONS /

1. Are there any types of property thet should get special treatment?
Yes

2. If so, what types of property should be given relief?
Agricultural
Homestesd
Homestead for elderly based on age and income
Rural electric lines
If 2 tex bresk is given to nmew businesses and industries, this should be reviewed
after a set period of time.

what types should pay morel
Income-producing urban homestead property
Properties involved in the depletion of natural resources: tiwber, iron, petroleum.etc

3. In which cases, Af any, is classification the best method of giving speciul treatment?
Natural rescurdes
Felt that we did not know enough background about each specific classification to
determine if it could or should be eliminated.
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FINANCING GOVERNMENT REPORT FORM

CLASSIFICATIONS

1. Are there any types of property that should get special treatment?
211 agreed, YES.

2. If so, what types of property should be given relief?

~

3. In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?
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FINANCING GOVERNMENT REPORT FORM

CLASSIFICATIONS

1. Are there any types of property that should get special treatment?

YES THE MAJORITY FELT THAT THE CLASSIFICATIONS SHOULD BE KEPT WiTH
FURTHER STUDY ON GIVEN SUBJECTS. SPECIAL TREATMENT SHOULD BE GIVEN
TO PROPERTY OWNED AND OPERATED BY FARMERS, BUT NOT FARM PROPERTY
OWNED BY CORPORATIONS. A MINORITY FELT THERE SHOULD BE FEWER
CLASSIFICATIONS,BUT GAVE NO SUGGESTIONS AS TO DECREASE THE NUMBER.,

2. If so, what types of property should be given relief?

RELIEF SHOULD BE GIVEN TO PEOPLE WHO OWN PROPERTY THAT HAVE FIXED
 LOW INCOMES SUCH AS PENSIONS OR SOCIAL SECURITY., AGRICULTURE. AS
STATED ABOVE,HOSPITALS, RURAL ELECTRIC,REFINERIES (ON A SUBSIDY

£S, TIMBER LANDS AND EDUCATIONAL AREAS.

BASIS),NATURAL RESOURC

What types should pay more?

LIQUOR STORES, PROFIT MAKING VENTURES OF CHURCHES, PROPERTY DONATED
TO CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS AS A TAX DODGE AND PE?ROLEUM, ESPECIALLY
IF THE INDUSTRY IS DEVELOPED. IT WAS ALSO SUGGESTED THAT CHURCHES
BE TAXED FOR _LOCAL SERVICES. IN CONNECTION WITH PROPERTY DONATED

TO CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS A FEW FELT THAT A REVIEW OF THE CORPORATE
TAX STRUCTURE WOULD BE IN ORDER,

3. In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?

THE CLASSIF ICATIONS SHOULD REMAIN AS THEY ARE NOW. ESPECIALLY NATURAL
RESOURCES,




THERE WERE SEVERAL POINTS OF DISCUSSION THAT ARE NOT LISTED
ON THE PRECEDING PAGE.

1. DEDICATED FUNDS-~ |T WAS FELT THAT CHANGES
SHOULD BE MADE IN THE
CONSTITUTION TO ALLOW FOR
BETTER USE OF FUNDS.

TAX EXEMPT PROPERTY -

LESS DEPENDENCE ON PROPERTY TAX WOULD
BENIFIT THE FARMER.

ONE UNIT DECIDED THAT THE BEST WAY TO
IMPROVE TAXATION IS TO PLUG THE LOBPHOLES.
HOWEVER, THEY HAD NO SUCGESTIONS AS TO
HOW TO GO ABOUT PLUGGING THEM.
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FINANCING GOVERNMENT IN MINNESOTA

ST. PAUL LWV VIEWS ON CLASSIFICATION & EXEMPTION February 5, 1969
The members reiterated strongly a number of points currently in the
state League's position. It was felt that with the exceptions of local
government property and cemeteries all exempt property should pay for the
cost of local services used. It was also felt that the category of ex-
empt charities should be much more stringently defined. Some additional
suggestions regarding exempt properties were as follows: Perhaps the
budgets of educational, religious and charitable organizations should be
examined to assist in determining taxes. Perhaps all nursing homes and
hospitals should pay taxes and individuals needing help should be subsidized.
Most members favored the retention of some of the classifications. It
was felt that agricultural lands, especially those adjacent to developing
suburbs needed special treatment. A number of people thought the taxes should
be based on the amount of income the land produced and some favored the New

Jersey-Oregon approach where urban taxes are assessed for several past years

at the time of the sale for urban uses. Another suggestion was a 10% tax on

the sale price when the land is sold for development. Most people favored

a severance tax basis, perhaps coupled with a low property tax on the land, for
other natural resources such as timber and iron ore. It was agreed that
petroleum refineries should not have their current low classifications; they
should be taxed as other businesses. Business incentives should be temporary
tax relief or specific dollar grants. A number of people thought that home-

stead relief for the elderly should be related to income.
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CLASSIFICATIONS (SEE ATTACHED SHEET)

Sy S—

1. Are there any types of property that should get special treatment?

2. If so, what types of property should be given relief?

What types should pay more?

3. In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?




SHOREVIEW LEAGUECF WOMEN VOTERS
ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA

There was some confusion in both Units Uetween Classifications and
Exemptions. We were unable to gel any answers that could be stretched to fit
the form. There was, however, general agreement on the following alternatives
and concerns.

Alternatives:

1. Grants in aid are preferable to classifications

2. Begin with trained assessors and re-evaluate assessing
standards.

3. Service-use basis of fee.

L. Less dependence on property tax -- emphasis on income tax.

Concerns

1. Fringe farm land -- how to keep rural until needed.

2. Poor, elderly, disabled, -- property tax relief.

3. Closer examination of tax ememption status.
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FINANCING GOVERNMENT REPORT FORM

CLASSIFICATIONS

Are there any types of property that should get special treatment?

If so, what types of property should be given relief?

What types should pay more?

3, In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?

- lands
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FINANCING GOVERNMENT REPORT FORM

CLASSIFICATIONS

1. Are there any types of property that should get special treatment?

2. If so, what types of property should be given relief?
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What types should pay more?
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3. In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?
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September 1968

FINANCING GOVERNMENT REPORT FORM

CLASSIFICATIONS

1. Are there any types of property that should get special treatment?

2. If so, what types of property should be given relief?
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In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?

& A ,._z_,-t_’{/.;?/ S5 TJ,A/;’Z'../‘ L . [0 A j A )

4 :

CELo s b A 2
s elecn g Ko teaerz 1O %/Céj % 2 a)
Sy a s o o 7 Lz«-c/ou; 7 4

CZ P pe
i




League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555 Wabasha Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101
September 1968

FINANCING GOVERNMENT REPORT FORM

CLASSIFICATIONS
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FINANCING GOVERNMENT REPORT FORM

CLASSIFICATIONS

1. Are there any types of property that should get special treatment? &<«
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& If so, what types of property should be given relief?
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3. In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?
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FINANCING GOVERNMENT REFORT FORM

CLASSIFICATIONS

Are there any types of property that should get special treatment?
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League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555 Wabasha Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101
September 1968

FINANCING GOVERNMENT REFORT FORM

CLASSIFICATIONS

1. Are there any types of property that should get special treatment?
Neo

2. If so, what types of property should be given relief?

What types should pay more?

3. In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?

We feel that the assessor should not have to do Classifying
of property.
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FINANCING GOVERNMENT REPORT FORM

CLASSIFICATIONS

1. Are there any types of property that should get special treatment?

2. If so, what types of property should be given relief?
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What types should pay more?

In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?
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FINANCING GOVERNMENT REPORT FORM

CLASSIFICATIONS
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2. 1If so, what typéé of property should Eé-given
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3. In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?
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i St. Paul, Minnesota 55101
League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 555 Wabasha Avenue, aul, e i

FINANCING GOVERNMENT REPORT FORM

CLASSIFICATIONS

1. Are there any types of property that should get special treatment?

Yes

2. If so, what types of property should be given relief?

Property owned by senior citigzens,
Improvements on Sr. Citizens homes which would increase the value of a
home should not be taxed until property is sold or ownership changed,

1
2
Ca

4. Public property should remain tax exempt.
dpr Churches and one or two parsonages should be tax exempt, however, a
local users or service tharge could be levied.against all exempt

properties with the fee to be determined by the local unit of gov-
ernment..

What types should pay more?

Profit making church or other charitable organigations,

(We believe hospitals should have to open their books to an independant
agency so that it could be determined whether thev are or are not
profit making,.)

3. In which cases, if any, is classification the best method of giving special treatment?

Natural rescurces should have seporate classification especially irreplace-
able resources.

Rural classification questionable

Breation of a metropolitan school districts to insure more equality of
education and more equality &fl sharing the tax burden in the schools.
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