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Action Forum Presenters, April 29, 2000

. FNAME | LNAME ADDRESS 1 city  [statf  zip | PHONE
Tina  |Alvero 5606 Sherwood Ave Edina IMN 55424 612/9200820 | (Minneapolis circles)

" |Pymouth  |MN 56442 |612/517-1174
essica Erory— 994 Grand Avenue #2 St Paul IMN (55105 __-65—1,3224-—5_762 |
633 Woodhaven Court NE[Rochester  |MN [55906  1507/262-1561
Carol  [Frisch 7025 Comanche Court  [Edina M [85139-1004 (612/829-0604 |
Mary  |Gover 838 Lower Johnson Circle ISt. Peter MN |56082 507/934-1895

Bev Benson 4930 Yorktown Lane N

Vera EDougEeTr_

Dick  |Little Augsburg College CB 185 Minneapolis IMN. }5554 612/330-1505

Jane  McWilloms  [901 W st Street  [Northfield  MN  [85067-1613 [607/645-8423
Elen  |Mork 1013 Borgert Avenue  [st.Cloud  |MN [56303  320/252-1034
loe  |Nagel  [|1182545th AveN  |N.  MN Jssa22

IN.Plymouth |MN_ |55422  |651/553-2701
Susy  |Olsen 1427 NW 15th Ave I'reochester IMN ;559301

 |507/281-4469
Connie [Payson PO Box 793 Eizabeth  |MN |56533  [218/736-4427 | (Pelican Rapids circl
Tim Penny 500 N State Street (Waseca MN 156093 507/835-2275
Jeanne [Poppe 301 SW 4th Avenue  |Austin IMN (55012 [607/433-5687
udy  |Schuck 395 Lake Street Wayzata  |MN (65391 1612/249-0142
Jackie  |zer 605 Southview |Marshall  |MN [56258  [507/532-3158

Winona: Tanya Tunijc*, Mary Vang*, Thai Vang*
Willmar: Flo Pendergrast

St. Paul: Jessica Crary

Minneapolis: Trina Alvero, Robert Edwards*
Armstrong High School: Zoe Nagell
Plymouth/Wayzata: Bev Benson

Edina: Carol Frisch

Eden Prairie: Judy Schuck

Mankato: Kathy Robinson*

Northfield: Jane McWilliams

Pelican Rapids: Connie Payson

Austin: Jeanne Poppe:

Rochester: Susy Olsen, Vera Dougher

St. Peter: Mary Gover

College of St. Catherine: no presenter
Marshall: Jackie Zerr

St. Cloud: Hildara Blakesly*, Ellen Mork

Presenters of Comments:
Marshall: Lul Hersi*

Willmar: Dr. Lilia Barrientos?*
Rochester: Selam Alem*

* T don't have contact information for those with




1:00 p.m.

1:15 p.m.

2:00 p.m.

3:00 p.m.

3:30 p.m.
4:15 p.m.

4:30 p.m.

Action Forum
AGENDA

Saturday, April 29, 2000 Y A F‘“‘"
1:00 - 4:30 p.m. DE‘QH I
Minnesota History Center

Facilitators pre-meeting - Facilitators who will be working with small groups
meet to talk about expectations and outcomes for today’s session.

Participants and Action Bazaar Organizations are welcome to arrive, set up their
tables, visit and settle in.

Opening remarks: Joel Wurl, Assistant Curator of The Minnesota Immigration
and History Center at the University of Minnesota

Presentation of Action Items by communities

Small group discussion according to topic - such as ESL, housing, youth, health
care, and the workplace.

Coffee and light refreshments - participants visit Action Bazaar and exchange
ideas with other communities

Final presentation of Next Steps

Speakers - What happened at the circle that was the most important?

Adjourn




The League of Women Voters of Minnesota Education Fund presents
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ACTION FORUM

Saturday, April 29, 2000
1:.00 - 4:30 p.m.
Minnesota History Center
Auditorium and 2™ floor classroom

ACTIVITIES WILL INCLUDE:

Participants from 17 communities throughout the state who've been
involved with circle dialogues sharing their ideas for action in meeting
the challenges and opportunities of newcomers to Minnesota

Representatives from organizations that are currently working on
immigration issues available for people to learn more about getting

involved in their communities

A skills presentation, provided by the League of Women Voters, to
teach citizen participation skills

Breakout small-group discussions by topic

Please RSVP at the League of Women Voters of Minnesota Education Fund
550 Rice Street ~ St. Paul, MN 55103 ~ 651/224-5445 ~ FAX 651/290-2145 ~ Email lwwvmn@mtn.org




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA EDUCATION FUND
COMMUNITY CIRCLES NEWSLETTER MARCH 20, 2000

From the Project Director...

Janet Gendler reports from the March Board Meeting (LW VMN) that this is one of the biggest projects that
LWVMN has ever done and that they are pleased and excited by the enthusiasm and energy put forth by the
seventeen communities involved. Congratulations to Local League units, communities, and the many
individuals that have made this happen.

Susan

EVALUATION

Evaluations are beginning to come in. We appreciate this prompt turnaround. Hopefully we will have a
finished report back from Scott Stiles at Study Circle Resource Center by late May or early June. Just one more
request, from Matt, Scott and myself — It would be nice to know the total number of people that were involved
in Community Circles — Steering Committee, Facilitators, Participants — anyone who was involved in the
program. — Thanks!

ACTION FORUM

The question has been asked — How many people would you like us to bring to the forum?
We would suggest at least three and more if you are interested in having someone from your community in each
of the small group discussions. At this point there will be groups discussing housing, youth, health care,
education, legal assistance, and welfare benefits. The other answer is, of course, anyone who wants to come is
welcome.
With this Newsletter we will be sending you a map of the area around the MN History Center, parking
information and information about where you might have lunch before the Forum. Besides the wonderful ethnic
restaurants mentioned on the orange piece of paper, there is a restaurant in the MN History Center — nice, but in
the moderate price range and a McDonald’s on University and Marion — across the freeway bridge and left on
University.
We will be requesting from communities:
L. Names and addresses and telephone numbers of people from your community that will be attending the
Action Forum.
A list (typewritten preferred) of action items that you want to present at the State Action Forum.
A list of local action items.
Lists of initiatives already happening in your community and contact person’s name, address and
telephone number.
A list of the people you would like to see invited to the State Action Forum

We will also need to know if any of the attendees need translators and if childcare is needed.
Please let me know if a member of your circles would be interested in saying a few words about their

experience at the end of the program. We would like to celebrate and wrap up with some words from
participants.




MONEY

The final 5% of your pass through grant will be available after your final reports and receipts or invoices have
been turned in. Several communities have indicated they will not need the last 5%. The Community Circles
Project is out of money as of March 6 (with the exception of the money for the pass through grants and money
for limited refreshments at the Action Forum). If you have excess funds due to in-kind donations or additional
grants please consider the option of replenishing the LWVMN Community Circles Fund.

OPPORTUNITIES

“Partnership for Preventing Violence: The Six-part Satellite Training Forum,” is scheduled for April 14, 2000,
from 9AM to 3:00 PM. This is the fifth broadcast in the series titled “Preventing Bias and Promoting Respect”
Local programs will include a program at the Department of Human Services entitled “Accessing State
Resources” and a program at Armstrong High School which would have a broader base community focus. To
participate call 1-877-778-4774.

The results from the Saint Paul Pioneer Press poll, which surveyed immigrants in the 7 county metro area, are
beginning to come in. Groups surveyed were Russian, Somali, Latino and Hmong. Some of the questions
included were: “Why did you come to this country?” “How are you being treated?” “What are the biggest
causes of stress in your life?”” Results will be published in the Pioneer Press on April 16.

DISCUSSION GUIDES

Remember to tell interested people that the Discussion Guide can be downloaded from our web site —
www.lwvmn.org — go to projects and studies — go to Community Circles — go to Discussion Guide

IONLINE DISCUSSION

To be part of the community circle discussion on line, log onto
http://community.twincities.com/realcities/changingfaces. Questions? Email Janet Gendler at
jhgendler@aol.com

CONTACT

League of Women Voters of Minnesota Susan Anderson Janet Gendler

Education Fund Project Director LWVMN Board of Directors
550 Rice Street 612/331-1117 Project Chair

St. Paul, MN 55103 612/331-1912 (Fax) 612-920-3567

651/224-5445 susan331 @aol.com jhgendler@aol.com
651/290-2145 (Fax)

lwvmn@mtn.org

http://www.lwvmn.org
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Jenwica Crary

Lesgue of Women Vaiers - MNMAL
4 Grand Avemue

St Pasd, MN 55104

Dhenr besmica

Thank you for subemiling & request for proposs] for Changing Paces, Changing
ogect. Wi hape thin will be 4
I begues wn well a1 3 meamt 10 suppon citizen
Inwivamant i3 your commURY

At ik time we are awrding 4 of (he total amoest gramed ~ $1330. In mid
Februtry you will receive tha next 45%, wnd the remainiag 5% will be swarded
upon completion of your final report. Piease review the Orant Application snd
Agmemesd s make e

We are sending newsletiers 1o the project drecton in ssch communily 1 Leep
them updated on ihe activities of other community cirle prosects and b
duvernate i=formation and remend them of deadlines Wetm wres facilitetne
temsning wil b held on Febnaar

tatrwide Action Forum will

delermunsd)

Wi sre eager o hea of the progrest of the MNMAL Ces

Project. Pirase cofl Suaan Anderson or Janei Cendler,
comments

st Al

Sesan Andericn, Projec Dieesion

Juruary 13

Slrales Prejest
0 South
Marshall, MN 56258
Dear lnchie

Thank yuu for submmiting & mquest for propatal far Changing Facer, Changing
Commsnities ~  commanity circle progect. W bape this will be an
oppantaily 1 areagthen locel leagoes ua wedl as 8 means 80 wpporn
warvalvement i your commRniY

e we are awanding b of the toal el gramed — §1350. in i
%, and the remaining 3%
Please revirw the Giraes Applicssion ssd

mh

Agroament 10 make v that you 8¢ CAFTYing out the requesied achvitis.

We it scading newsletien 1o the progect directon in each commesiy 1o keep
hes updsted on the activities of ceher commnity _uvlepee sects wnd
o

2 ut the Collega of S¢. Catherie. The.
' el om Ageil 29 from | 10.5 . (glece 42 be

J-. Lidam am s

Serem At Pt Dossar
813230
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Lanssary 18, 2000

Mary Werner
League of Women Volers - W
Lawler Bzach Road

Willmar, MIN S6201

Dicar Mary,

Thank you for ebenitiog »roques o progosalfoc Changing Facel. Changiag
Communities - a commanily cirche projece. We hope this, wi

apportuniry 10 srengihen local leagues & well 31 3 means o lu;‘pm‘ tizen
inveivemsent i your community

Ad thi time we wre swansing 5 of the total smount granted - $1068.50. I
mid February you will receive (e et 43%, and the remuining 5% will be
wwarded wpan completion of your final repon Plesse review the Crant
Apglication snd Agreement 10 make wre tha you sr caTying out the
reqasated crinies

We are sending newaletters i the progect directon e each canvmmity 1o keep
themm apdated on the actvitses of other community Cirebe proyects asd to
deaseemunaie infarmatson snd remind them of deadlines. Mearo area facih
shenne The
w0 § pm (place w be
dietermined)

Wie are eager 1o hear of ihe progress of the Willmar € y Circle Praject
Phease call Sunan Anderson of lanet Gendler. Chair withs questions of

Sendis, Prcject Oor
20-3347 #1207

Wy

£08 Kerry C
Winona, smwar 1156

Dear Lynn,

Thank you for submisting & request for proposal foe Ch
eirele preject. We hope
rengiben local leagaes a4 well & 3 means 1o wpport o
Imvolvemest in your Commuanicy

Al thin time we are swasding

4 of the totwl mmoust prarted -

February you will recaive the nead 45%, and (e remuining 3%
wary

apon completion of your final

part. Pleast review the O

Agreestnt o make Bure Bl you &re ca

W are e

§ newalesters t the projec direcion in each come

them updased on the activitses of other commusaty circle projects an
dunsemunate iormatics and remand inem of dea

2 a1 the Caliege of S

Acticn Forom will be held on Apeil 29

Wi wre eager 10 hear of the prograts of the Winona (
Pieass call Sttan Anderson or Janes Gendler, Chart wish quesions o

e pad 7

|
Dbt Cenalier, Projecs Chusir
612-900- 3567
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Savaary |8, 2000

League of Woenes Voters - MEPH
394 Lake Street
Wyram, MN 35081

Do Judy,

Thask you for submitsing & sequest for proposs! for Changing Faces, Changrag
e

et
| emEnE i yOUE CemRUnILy

A s mme we ar ewanisng 4 of the total senount gremied -- $1200. (s mid
Fobruary you will seceive the nent 45%, and the recsimng $% will be swarded
apon completion of your final regort. Plewse revicw the Grant Applacation and
Agreement 1o make 167 that o 81 CaTying Oul the requested act

sen of other community
nem of deadlines Metro ars fac
e bk o Febroary 2 ot the College of 5t Canerine. The
sistewide Action Panem will be heid on Apnl 29 from | 105 pm (place 1 be
determised
We are rages to hear of the progreas of the MEPH Comimasety Circle Propect
Please call Sutin Anderson of Jases Geadler, Char with quastions or

Sancerely.

f‘"““j.'&fﬁ.{?i 4 o Omoliarsm
: P T Sreep—
8121311017

Junusry 18, 2000

Jesnne Popge

Leagae of wemn— otery - Aus
30§ SW dih Avenue

Austin, MN 19912

Daws Jaanra

Thank you fos sbm cinriop.ere for propasal for Changing Faces, Changing

besn
apparturity u-npun ol leapues 45 well 38 1 meant 10 tuppont citizen
involvemsent in your commuedy

Al this e we wre swarding ¥4 of the botal amount granted ~ $350. In mad
Febraary you will receive the newt 43%, and the remaining $% will be awarded
wpon completson of your finad report. PMlesse review the Grant Application aad
Agreement o make bore hal you ant CATTAISE Ou (e rquesied activibas

We are sendiag newslerien 1o the project direcions im sach Sommunity &
them cpdsied o the ¢ e projects and i
diasemanpte snformation and remund ke o Metro ares facsli

ning will be beld on Pesruary 1 o the Collegs of St Cathenine. The
wawide Action Forum wil be heid ca Ageil 29 from | 1o 3 pn. (place 10 be
determaned)

Wie are enger to hear of the progress of the Austs Community Cirche Project

Sincerely

% .
Pl 1,;,..}_,&,14& 1
Ausan Crandian, Propact Chawr
4201347

Bunuary 1§, 2000

Sury Olsen
League of Wames Voters - Rochesier
1427 NW 15tk Ave

Rochesier, MN 55001

Daar Sty

Thank you for submetiong & request (o proposal for Changing Faces, Chanpisg
Comsmtitees n project. W hope this wil

oppartunily % sreapihes local beagues is wel meant B9 SUppOn CInzen
snvDlvEmEnt 1n Vot commstity

Al this time vt are awnrding Y of the total smount granted - $1350. Tn mid
February you will B wwarded
upon campletion of your final report. Pleass rview the Grast Applicstion and
Agrremens 10 make sure et Yoo SFE CRTYIRE Oul the rquesied st

W ars sending aewaletior o e mum dirocoes in each community ko kuep

siaiewide Action Porum wi
desemened)

We are eager 10 hewt of the progress of (e Rocks
Progect. Please call Sutan Andenon o :

comments

Sincesely,

bt endle

Fanen Gendier, Projec:
930-1347

January 1K, 2000

Ellen Mork

League of Women Vioters - 51 Cloud Ares

1013 Borgent Avenue
St Cloud, MN 36303

Diear Elien

Thank you ru- uwnu: g & regquent for proposal for Changing }—M‘ Chanpw
Comm be

»wonum, w .-nlmn tocal |u|u

ImwkverEnE I youT Comms:

epsct. W hape thas w
weull as s 1 uWn eitizen

At thin lisne we aee swarding 4 of the total smount granted -- $1150, In mid

Februasy you wll peceive the

upon compiesion of your final repon. Plsase revicw the C

next 45%, and the g 5% will be swanded
2 Appiicstion s

Agroement 5 make sse Ihal you BE CHTYIRG ¢

sasewide Ackion Forum will be held on Apnl 29 from | 10 § pm. (plao

desermuned)

W arm eager 1o bear of the pr

progress of the St Cloud

. Piease call Susan Anderson e Janes Cendber, O wi

comments

Sancerel

fLndi wu.z—
ner Ganinr. Propect Chase
$12.920.3567

J;,Mw Orn eliansn

Savan Anderson, Progeet Divactcn
812331
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A portion of this page/item was redacted due to
privacy considerations. The original can be viewed at
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in Saint Paul, Minnesota. For more information, visit
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Community Circles Schedule
College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester
2/8/2000
FEBRUARY 6 - FEBRUARY 12
MONDAY 2/7/00
TUESDAY 2/8/00
Edina Tuesday, 2/8/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Edina Community Center
WEDNESDAY 2/9/00
St. Catherine’s Wednesday, 2/9/00 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. St. Catherine’s
THURSDAY 2/10/00
FRIDAY 2/11/00
Edina Friday, 2/11/00 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Edina Community Center

SATURDAY 2/12/00

Edina Saturday, 2/12/00 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Edina Community Center

FEBRUARY 13 - FEBRUARY 19
MONDAY 2/14/00
Rochester 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. Rochester Senior Center

St. Paul 5:00 - 7:30 p.m. St. Peter Claver Church
Rochester 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Red Cross

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.




Community Circles Schedule
College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester
2/8/2000
TUESDAY 2/15/00

Rochester 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Workforce @ PIC

St. Paul 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. NCC]

St. Paul 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. McDounough

Rochester 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Public Library

Edina 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Edina Community Center

WEDNESDAY 2/16/00

Rochester 10:00 - 12:00 p.m. United Way

St. Catherine’s 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. St. Catherine’s

St. Paul 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Neighborhood House
Minneapolis 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Painter’s Park
Rochester 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Gage

St. Paul 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Merriam Park

THURSDAY 2/17/00

St. Paul 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

FRIDAY 2/18/00

Edina 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Edina Community Center
St. Paul 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. Somali Community

St. Paul 5:00 - 8:30 p.m. Frogtown

SATURDAY 2/19/00

Edina 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Edina Community Center
Rochester 10:00 - 12:00 p.m. Library

Minneapolis 10:00 - 12:00 p.m. Bryant Square

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.




FEBRUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 26

MONDAY 2/21/00

Rochester
Rochester

TUESDAY 2/22/00

Rochester
St. Paul
St. Paul
Rochester
Edina

WEDNESDAY 2/23/00

Rochester
Eden Prairie
St. Catherine’s
Minneapolis
St. Paul
Rochester

St. Paul

Eden Prairie

THURSDAY 2/24/00

Eden Prairie
St. Paul

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.

2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
6:00 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Community Circles Schedule
College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester

2/8/2000

Senior Center
Red Cross

Workforce @ PIC

NCCIJ

McDounough

Library

Edina Community Center

Wednesday,
Wednesday,
Wednesday,
Wednesday,
Wednesday,
Wednesday,
Wednesday,
Wednesday,

2/23/00
2/23/00
2/23/00
2/23/00
2/23/00
2/23/00
2/23/00
2/23/00

Thursday, 2/24/00
Thursday, 2/24/00

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.
1:30 - 3:00 p.m.
5:00 - 6:30 p.m.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

United Way

Eden Prairie Center
St. Catherine’s
Painter’s Park
Neighborhood House
Gage

Merriam Park

Eden Prairie Center

Eden Prairie Center
JCE




FRIDAY 2/25/00

Edina
St. Paul
St. Paul

SATURDAY 2/26/00

Edina
Rochester
Minneapolis

Friday, 2/25/00
Friday, 2/25/00
Friday, 2/25/00

Saturday, 2/26/00
Saturday, 2/26/00
Saturday, 2/26/00

FEBRUARY 27 - MARCH 4

MONDAY 2/28/00

Rochester
Rochester
Rochester

TUESDAY 2/29/00

Rochester
St. Paul
St. Paul
Rochester
Edina

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.

2/28/00
2/28/00
2/28/00

Tuesday, 2/29/00
Tuesday, 2/29/00
Tuesday, 2/29/00
Tuesday, 2/29/00
Tuesday, 2/29/00

Community Circles Schedule
College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester

2/8/2000

9:30 - 11:30 a.m.
3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
5:00 - 8:30 p.m.

9:30 - 11:30 a.m.
10:00 - 12:00 p.m.
10:00 - 12:00 p.m.

2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
6:00 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Edina Community Center
Somali Community
Frogtown

Edina Community Center
Library
Bryant Square

Senior Center
Red Cross
Assisi Community Center

Workforce @ PIC

NCC]

McDounough

Library

Edina Community Center




WEDNESDAY 3/1/00

Rochester
Eden Prairie
St. Catherine’s
Minneapolis
St. Paul

St. Paul
Rochester
Eden Prairie

THURSDAY 3/2/00

Rochester
Eden Prairie
St. Paul
Rochester

FRIDAY 3/3/00
Edina

St. Paul

St. Paul

SATURDAY 3/4/00

Community Circles Schedule

College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester

Wednesday, 3/1/00
Wednesday, 3/1/00
Wednesday, 3/1/00
Wednesday, 3/1/00
Wednesday, 3/1/00
Wednesday, 3/1/00
Wednesday, 3/1/00
Wednesday, 3/1/00

Thursday, 3/2/00
Thursday, 3/2/00
Thursday, 3/2/00
Thursday, 3/2/00

Friday, 3/3/00
Friday, 3/3/00
Friday, 3/3/00

2/8/2000

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.

1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
5:00 - 6:30 p.m.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

10:00 - 12:00 p.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

9:30 - 11:30 a.m.

3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
5:00 - 8:30 p.m.

United Way

Eden Prairie Center
St. Catherine’s
Painter’s Park
Neighborhood House
Merriam Park

Gage

Eden Prairie Center

Family Y

Eden Prairie Center
IcC

Extension Bldg

Edina Community Center
Somali Community
Frogtown

Edina
Rochester
Minneapolis

Saturday, 3/4/00
Saturday, 3/4/00
Saturday, 3/4/00

9:30 - 11:30 a.m.
10:00 - 12:00 p.m.
10:00 - 12:00 p.m.

Edina Community Center
Library
Bryant Square

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.




MARCH 5 - MARCH 11

MONDAY 3/6/00

Rochester
Rochester
Rochester

TUESDAY 3/7/00

Rochester
St. Paul
St. Paul
Rochester
Edina

WEDNESDAY 3/8/00

Rochester
Eden Prairie
St. Catherine’s
St. Paul
Minneapolis
Rochester
Eden Prairie

THURSDAY 3/9/00

Rochester
Eden Prairie
St. Paul
Rochester

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.

Monday, 3/6/00
Monday, 3/6/00
Monday, 3/6/00

Tuesday, 3/7/00
Tuesday, 3/7/00
Tuesday, 3/7/00
Tuesday, 3/7/00
Tuesday, 3/7/00

Wednesday, 3/8/00
Wednesday, 3/8/00
Wednesday, 3/8/00
Wednesday, 3/8/00
Wednesday, 3/8/00
Wednesday, 3/8/00
Wednesday, 3/8/00

Thursday, 3/9/00
Thursday, 3/9/00
Thursday, 3/9/00
Thursday, 3/9/00

Community Circles Schedule
College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester

2/8/2000

2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
6:00 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.

1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
5:00 - 6:30 p.m.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.

7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Senior Center
Red Cross
Assisi Community Center

Workforce @ PIC

NCCJ

McDounough

Library

Edina Community Center

United Way

Eden Prairie Center
St. Catherine’s
Neighborhood House
Painter’s Park

Gage

Eden Prairie Center

Family Y

Eden Prairie Center
JCC

Extension Bldg




FRIDAY 3/10/00

St. Paul
St. Paul

SATURDAY 3/11/00

Rochester
Minneapolis

MARCH 12 - MARCH 18

MONDAY 3/13/00

Rochester
Rochester
Rochester

Friday, 3/10/00
Friday, 3/10/00

Saturday, 3/11/00
Saturday, 3/11/00

Monday, 3/13/00
Monday, 3/13/00
Monday, 3/13/00

Community Circles Schedule
College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester

2/8/2000

3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
5:00 - 8:30 p.m.

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.
10:00 - 12:00 p.m.

2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Somali Community
Frogtown

Library
Bryant Square

Senior Center
Red Cross
Assisi Community Center

TUESDAY 3/14/00

Rochester Tuesday, 3/14/00
St. Paul Tuesday, 3/14/00
Rochester Tuesday, 3/14/00

1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Workforce @ PIC
6:00 - 8:30 p.m. McDounough
7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Library

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.




WEDNESDAY 3/15/00

Rochester
Eden Prairie
Minneapolis
St. Paul
Rochester
St. Paul
Eden Prairie

THURSDAY 3/16/00
Rochester

Eden Prairie
Rochester

St. Paul

FRIDAY 3/17/00

St. Paul
St. Paul

SATURDAY 3/18/00

Rochester

Wednesday, 3/15/00
Wednesday, 3/15/00
Wednesday, 3/15/00
Wednesday, 3/15/00
Wednesday, 3/15/00
Wednesday, 3/15/00
Wednesday, 3/15/00

Thursday, 3/16/00
Thursday, 3/16/00
Thursday, 3/16/00
Thursday, 3/16/00

Friday, 3/17/00
Friday, 3/17/00

Community Circles Schedule
College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester

2/8/2000

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.

1:30 - 3:00 p.m.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.

7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
5:00 - 8:30 p.m.

United Way

Eden Prairie Center
Painter’s Park
Neighborhood House
Gage

Merriam Park

Eden Prairie Center

Family Y

Eden Prairie Center
Extension Bldg
JCC

Somali Community
Frogtown

Saturday, 3/18/00
Saturday, 3/18/00

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.  Library

Minneapolis 10:00 - 12:00 p.m.  Bryant Square

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.




Community Circles Schedule
College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester
2/8/2000

MARCH 19 - MARCH 25

MONDAY 3/20/00

Rochester Monday, 3/20/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Assisi Community Center

TUESDAY 3/21/00

St. Paul Tuesday, 3/21/00 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 3/22/00

Eden Prairie Wednesday, 3/22/00 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. Eden Prairie Center
St. Paul Wednesday, 3/22/00 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Merriam Park

Eden Prairie Wednesday, 3/22/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Eden Prairie Center
THURSDAY 3/23/00

Rochester Thursday, 3/23/00 10:00 - 12:00 p.m.  Family Y
Rochester Thursday, 3/23/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Extension Building
Eden Prairie Thursday, 3/23/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Eden Prairie Center
MARCH 26 - APRIL 1

THURSDAY 3/30/00

Rochester Thursday, 3/30/00 10:00 - 12:00 p.m.  Family Y
Rochester Thursday, 3/30/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Extension Building

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.
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Changing Faces — Changing Communities

Study Circles Foster Dialogue on Immigration and Community Change
Across the nation, immigration is changing the face of our communities.

Communities of all sizes are trying to sort out what to do about issues such as language
differences, bias crimes against immigrants, multiculturalism in the school curricuium, competition
for jobs, and the impact of immigration on existing racial and ethnic tensions.

Changing Faces, Changing Communities offers an opportunity to talk about how these issues
impact on our local communities. It will also offer examples of steps communities around the
country are taking to make progress on the issues associated with increased immigration.

We need Ljou to be on the ground floor of this series of these forums. We need You as
participants. we need Lyou to spread the word that these FOVUMS AVE OECUITING.
The Study Cirele sessions will be held at:

Wayzata High School Cafeteria,
4955 Peony Lane

Plymouth, MN RECEIVED FEB 1 4 g9

Each Sessipn Begins at: 7:00 pm

Dates:
February 24,
March 9,
March 16,
March 23,

March 30.
To participate, contact Bev Benson, or Doug Ernst (Project Coordinators) at 519-1174
e-mail at ernst@mninter.net

Sponsored By:
Wayzata/Plymouth League of Women Voters

Plymouth Human Rights Commission




A Community Circle Project
Sponsored by the League of Women Voters of Minnesota/Rochester Education Fund
Changing Faces, Changing Communities: Immigration

Name: Date registered:

What does it mean to be an American in the current age of immigration?
Creating a better Minnesota with Citizen Involvement

Participant Pledge Information
Thank you for expressing an interest in the Community Circle Project. A Community Circle:

includes about 8 to 12 people who meet 5 times during the months of February and March
to discuss their immigration experiences.
lasts for about 2 hours. Each week, different questions are brought up to help participants
understand the immigration experiences others have had.

. includes people from different backgrounds so that participants have a chance to learn
about the experiences of other people in our community.

To be a participant in the Community Circles you are asked to:

1. Plan on attending all 5 meetings.

2. Read or have read to you materials before the meetings.

3. Respecitfully share your experiences and views with the group.

4. Respectfully listen while other group members share their views and experiences that
might be different from your own.

5. Keep information that is shared in the circle within your group setting.

Please notice the table below. These are your first, second and third choices for
participating in the Community Circles project. You will be receiving a letter in late
January to confirm the dates of your circle and to invite you to the kickoff.

Circle # 1

Circle #2

Circle #3

Circle # 4

Circle #5

Circle #6

Circle #7

Circle #8

Circle #9

Circle # 10

Downlown
Monday
2-4PM
Senior Citizen
Center

21433

SE

NW
Monday

NOTE: Registration ison a use .,

If you registered over the ph

-

NW
Tuesday
1-3PM
Workforce @
PIC
21153114

Downtown
Tuesday
T9PM
RP Library
21153114

NW
Wednesday
1012 AM
United Way
2/16-3/15

Return the attached completed Participant Form to:
Olsen & Associates
Box # 7522
Rochester, MN 55903

e-mail: so.smile@juno.com

Phone: 507.281.4469

NW
Wednesday
6:30-7.30 PM

Gage
2/116-3/15
Daycare Site

SE

Thursday
10-12 AM
Family Y
323130
Davcare Site

SE

Thursday
T9PM
Extension
Bldg 3/2-3/30

Downtown
Saturday
10-12 AM
RP Library
2/19-3118

one, please keep this letter as your record. If you are filling out
this form yourself, fill in the table above and keep this page for your records.




Fwd: Qns and answers

Subject: Fwd: Qns and answers
Date: Mon, 14 Feb 2000 09:25:18 EST
From: Susan331@aol.com
To: lwvmn@mtn.org

Subject: Qns and answers
Date: Sat, 12 Feb 2000 15:23:10 -0600
From: Mary Gover <mgover@gac.edu>
To: susan331@aol.com

Susan --

1) St. Peter schedule is five Thrusday evenings, Feb. 17 and 24, March 2,
9, and 16, 6:45 until 9:00 p.m. at Trinity Lutheran Church

2) I can't report the number of participants until we meet for the first
time, since we've issued a general invitation to the public.

3) Thanks for talking with Deb from Montgomery. I'm glad that between the
two of us, we managed to convince her that she needed to think about
circles in Mongomery, rather than invading St. Peter. Of course, she may
still turn up here, but that seems less likely now than it did when I
talked with her.

4) Facilitators Checklist from St. Pual includes some puzzling--to me--
insturctions, e.g. "get in touch with your contact (list included)" I
see no list. Who is the "contact," other than myself?

Also, what 1s Jessica Crary's role? (Facilitators may well ask, Who is
Jessica Crary? 1 see her phone number is the LWVMN office, so I'll tell
them she's there.) Does she have particular knowledge of the discussion
guide and facil. handbook?

And what are the facilitators to do with their report forms after filling
them out after each session? Are they to come to me? Or to Jessica? Or
where? and when?

Under EVALUSATION, facilitators are told to "ask paricipants to help
discuss the last four guestions posed in the discussin guide." Doe that
mean the last four gquestions on the session evaluation? (I don't see four
guestions in the discussion guide.)

Thanks for keeping in touch.

MG

2/14/2000 11:21 AM




800-333-2584

218-736-4427

1-772-4255

612-249-0142

Eden Prarie

612-941-2853

PMankato

507-389-6278

Minneapolis

612-502-6885

Northfield

507-6645-8423

College of St. Ca

E ]

Plymoth/Wayzatt

612-348- 7773~

\Winona

507-452-5747

St. Peter

507-931-1895

Rochester

507-281-4469

St. Cloud

320-252-1034

St. Paul

651-224-5445

507-532-3158

320-214-6840
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Community Circles Schedule
College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester
2/7/2000
FEBRUARY 6 - FEBRUARY 12
MONDAY 2/7/00
TUESDAY 2/8/00
Edina Tuesday, 2/8/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Edina Community Center
WEDNESDAY 2/9/00
St. Catherine’s Wednesday, 2/9/00 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. St. Catherine’s
THURSDAY 2/10/00
FRIDAY 2/11/00
Edina Friday, 2/11/00 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Edina Community Center

SATURDAY 2/12/00

Edina Saturday, 2/12/00 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Edina Community Center

FEBRUARY 13 - FEBRUARY 19
MONDAY 2/14/00
Rochester 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. Rochester Senior Center

St. Paul 5:00 - 7:30 p.m. St. Peter Claver Church
Rochester 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Red Cross

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.




Community Circles Schedule
College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester
2/7/2000
TUESDAY 2/15/00

Rochester 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Workforce @ PIC

St. Paul 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. NCCIJ

St. Paul 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. McDounough

Rochester 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Public Library

Edina 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Edina Community Center

WEDNESDAY 2/16/00

Rochester 10:00 - 12:00 p.m. United Way

St. Catherine’s 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. St. Catherine’s

St. Paul 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Neighborhood House
Minneapolis 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Painter’s Park
Rochester 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Gage

St. Paul 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Merriam Park
THURSDAY 2/17/00

St. Paul 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

FRIDAY 2/18/00

Edina 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Edina Community Center
St. Paul 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. Somali Community
St. Paul 5:00 - 8:30 p.m. Frogtown

SATURDAY 2/19/00
Edina 9:30-11:30 a.m. Edina Community Center

Rochester 10:00 - 12:00 p.m. Library
Minneapolis 10:00 - 12:00 p.m. Bryant Square

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.




Community Circles Schedule
College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester
2/7/2000
TUESDAY 2/15/00

Rochester 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Workforce @ PIC

St. Paul 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. NCCJ

St. Paul 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. McDounough

Rochester 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Public Library

Edina 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Edina Community Center

WEDNESDAY 2/16/00

Rochester 10:00 - 12:00 p.m. United Way

St. Catherine’s 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. St. Catherine’s

St. Paul 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Neighborhood House
Minneapolis 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Painter’s Park
Rochester 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Gage

St. Paul 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Merriam Park

THURSDAY 2/17/00
St. Paul 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

FRIDAY 2/18/00

Edina 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Edina Community Center
St. Paul 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. Somali Community
St. Paul 5:00 - 8:30 p.m. Frogtown

SATURDAY 2/19/00

Edina 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Edina Community Center
Rochester 10:00 - 12:00 p.m. Library

Minneapolis 10:00 - 12:00 p.m. Bryant Square

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.




Community Circles Schedule
College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester
2/7/2000
FEBRUARY 6 - FEBRUARY 12
MONDAY 2/7/00
TUESDAY 2/8/00
Edina Tuesday, 2/8/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Edina Community Center
WEDNESDAY 2/9/00
St. Catherine’s Wednesday, 2/9/00 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. St. Catherine’s

THURSDAY 2/10/00

FRIDAY 2/11/00

Edina Friday, 2/11/00 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Edina Community Center

SATURDAY 2/12/00

Edina Saturday, 2/12/00 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Edina Community Center

FEBRUARY 13 - FEBRUARY 19
MONDAY 2/14/00
Rochester 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. Rochester Senior Center

St. Paul 5:00 - 7:30 p.m. St. Peter Claver Church
Rochester 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Red Cross

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.




FEBRUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 26

MONDAY 2/21/00

Rochester
Rochester

TUESDAY 2/22/00

Rochester
St. Paul
St. Paul
Rochester
Edina

WEDNESDAY 2/23/00

Rochester
Eden Prairie
St. Catherine’s
Minneapolis
St. Paul
Rochester

St. Paul

Eden Prairie

THURSDAY 2/24/00

Eden Prairie
St. Paul

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.

2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
6:00 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Wednesday, 2/23/00
Wednesday, 2/23/00
Wednesday, 2/23/00
Wednesday, 2/23/00
Wednesday, 2/23/00
Wednesday, 2/23/00
Wednesday, 2/23/00
Wednesday, 2/23/00

Thursday, 2/24/00
Thursday, 2/24/00

Community Circles Schedule
College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester

2/7/2000

Senior Center
Red Cross

Workforce @ PIC

NCCJ
McDounough
Library

Edina Community Center

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.
1:30 - 3:00 p.m.
5:00 - 6:30 p.m.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

United Way

Eden Prairie Center
St. Catherine’s
Painter’s Park
Neighborhood House
Gage

Merriam Park

Eden Prairie Center

Eden Prairie Center
JCC




FRIDAY 2/25/00

Edina
St. Paul
St. Paul

SATURDAY 2/26/00

Edina
Rochester
Minneapolis

Friday, 2/25/00
Friday, 2/25/00
Friday, 2/25/00

Saturday, 2/26/00
Saturday, 2/26/00
Saturday, 2/26/00

FEBRUARY 27 - MARCH 4

MONDAY 2/28/00

Rochester
Rochester
Rochester

TUESDAY 2/29/00

Rochester
St. Paul
St. Paul
Rochester
Edina

Monday, 2/28/00
Monday, 2/28/00
Monday, 2/28/00

Tuesday, 2/29/00
Tuesday, 2/29/00
Tuesday, 2/29/00
Tuesday, 2/29/00
Tuesday, 2/29/00

Community Circles Schedule
College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester

2/7/2000

9:30 - 11:30 a.m.
3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
5:00 - 8:30 p.m.

9:30 - 11:30 a.m.
10:00 - 12:00 p.m.
10:00 - 12:00 p.m.

2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
6:00 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.

Edina Community Center
Somali Community
Frogtown

Edina Community Center
Library
Bryant Square

Senior Center
Red Cross
Assisi Community Center

Workforce @ PIC

NCCJ

McDounough

Library

Edina Community Center




Community Circles Schedule

College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester

FRIDAY 2/25/00

Edina
St. Paul
St. Paul

Friday, 2/25/00
Friday, 2/25/00
Friday, 2/25/00

SATURDAY 2/26/00
Edina

Rochester
Minneapolis

Saturday, 2/26/00
Saturday, 2/26/00
Saturday, 2/26/00

FEBRUARY 27 - MARCH 4
MONDAY 2/28/00
Rochester

Rochester
Rochester

Monday, 2/28/00
Monday, 2/28/00
Monday, 2/28/00

TUESDAY 2/29/00

Rochester
St. Paul
St. Paul
Rochester
Edina

Tuesday, 2/29/00
Tuesday, 2/29/00
Tuesday, 2/29/00
Tuesday, 2/29/00
Tuesday, 2/29/00

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.

2/7/2000

9:30 - 11:30 a.m.
3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
5:00 - 8:30 p.m.

9:30 - 11:30 a.m.

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.
10:00 - 12:00 p.m.

2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
6:00 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Edina Community Center
Somali Community
Frogtown

Edina Community Center
Library
Bryant Square

Senior Center
Red Cross
Assisi Community Center

Workforce @ PIC

NCCJ

McDounough

Library

Edina Community Center




FEBRUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 26

MONDAY 2/21/00

Rochester
Rochester

TUESDAY 2/22/00

Rochester
St. Paul
St. Paul
Rochester
Edina

WEDNESDAY 2/23/00

Rochester
Eden Prairie
St. Catherine’s
Minneapolis
St. Paul
Rochester

St. Paul

Eden Prairie

THURSDAY 2/24/00

Eden Prairie
St. Paul

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.

2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
6:00 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Wednesday, 2/23/00
Wednesday, 2/23/00
Wednesday, 2/23/00
Wednesday, 2/23/00
Wednesday, 2/23/00
Wednesday, 2/23/00
Wednesday, 2/23/00
Wednesday, 2/23/00

Thursday, 2/24/00
Thursday, 2/24/00

Community Circles Schedule
College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester

2/7/2000

Senior Center
Red Cross

Workforce @ PIC

NCCIJ
McDounough
Library

Edina Community Center

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.
1:30 - 3:00 p.m.
5:00 - 6:30 p.m.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

United Way

Eden Prairie Center
St. Catherine’s
Painter’s Park
Neighborhood House
Gage

Merriam Park

Eden Prairie Center

Eden Prairie Center
JCC




Community Circles Schedule
College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester
2/7/2000

WEDNESDAY 3/1/00

Rochester Wednesday, 3/1/00 10:00 - 12:00 p.m.  United Way

Eden Prairie Wednesday, 3/1/00 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. Eden Prairie Center
St. Catherine’s Wednesday, 3/1/00 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. St. Catherine’s
Minneapolis Wednesday, 3/1/00 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Painter’s Park

St. Paul Wednesday, 3/1/00 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Neighborhood House
St. Paul Wednesday, 3/1/00 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Merriam Park
Rochester Wednesday, 3/1/00 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Gage

Eden Prairie Wednesday, 3/1/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Eden Prairie Center

THURSDAY 3/2/00

Rochester Thursday, 3/2/00 10:00 - 12:00 p.m.  Family Y

Eden Prairie Thursday, 3/2/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Eden Prairie Center
St. Paul Thursday, 3/2/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. JCC

Rochester Thursday, 3/2/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Extension Bldg

FRIDAY 3/3/00

Edina Friday, 3/3/00 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Edina Community Center
St. Paul Friday, 3/3/00 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. Somali Community
St. Paul Friday, 3/3/00 5:00 - 8:30 p.m. Frogtown

SATURDAY 3/4/00
Edina Saturday, 3/4/00 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Edina Community Center

Rochester Saturday, 3/4/00 10:00 - 12:00 p.m.  Library
Minneapolis Saturday, 3/4/00 10:00 - 12:00 p.m.  Bryant Square

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.




MARCH § - MARCH 11
MONDAY 3/6/00

Rochester
Rochester
Rochester

TUESDAY 3/7/00

Rochester
St. Paul
St. Paul
Rochester
Edina

WEDNESDAY 3/8/00

Rochester
Eden Prairie
St. Catherine’s
St. Paul
Minneapolis
Rochester
Eden Prairie

THURSDAY 3/9/00

Rochester
Eden Prairie
St. Paul
Rochester

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.

Community Circles Schedule

College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester

Monday, 3/6/00
Monday, 3/6/00
Monday, 3/6/00

Tuesday, 3/7/00
Tuesday, 3/7/00
Tuesday, 3/7/00
Tuesday, 3/7/00
Tuesday, 3/7/00

Wednesday, 3/8/00
Wednesday, 3/8/00
Wednesday, 3/8/00
Wednesday, 3/8/00
Wednesday, 3/8/00
Wednesday, 3/8/00
Wednesday, 3/8/00

Thursday, 3/9/00
Thursday, 3/9/00
Thursday, 3/9/00
Thursday, 3/9/00

2/7/2000

2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
6:00 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.

1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
5:00 - 6:30 p.m.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.

7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Senior Center
Red Cross
Assisi Community Center

Workforce @ PIC

NCCJ

McDounough

Library

Edina Community Center

United Way

Eden Prairie Center
St. Catherine’s
Neighborhood House
Painter’s Park

Gage

Eden Prairie Center

Family Y

Eden Prairie Center
JcC

Extension Bldg




MARCH § - MARCH 11
MONDAY 3/6/00

Rochester
Rochester
Rochester

TUESDAY 3/7/00

Rochester
St. Paul
St. Paul
Rochester
Edina

WEDNESDAY 3/8/00

Rochester
Eden Prairie
St. Catherine’s
St. Paul
Minneapolis
Rochester
Eden Prairie

THURSDAY 3/9/00

Rochester
Eden Prairie
St. Paul
Rochester

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.

Community Circles Schedule

College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester

Monday, 3/6/00
Monday, 3/6/00
Monday, 3/6/00

Tuesday, 3/7/00
Tuesday, 3/7/00
Tuesday, 3/7/00
Tuesday, 3/7/00
Tuesday, 3/7/00

Wednesday, 3/8/00
Wednesday, 3/8/00
Wednesday, 3/8/00
Wednesday, 3/8/00
Wednesday, 3/8/00
Wednesday, 3/8/00
Wednesday, 3/8/00

Thursday, 3/9/00
Thursday, 3/9/00
Thursday, 3/9/00
Thursday, 3/9/00

2/7/2000

2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
6:00 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.

1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
5:00 - 6:30 p.m.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.

7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Senior Center
Red Cross
Assisi Community Center

Workforce @ PIC

NCCJ

McDounough

Library

Edina Community Center

United Way

Eden Prairie Center
St. Catherine’s
Neighborhood House
Painter’s Park

Gage

Eden Prairie Center

Family Y

Eden Prairie Center
JCC

Extension Bldg




WEDNESDAY 3/1/00

Rochester
Eden Prairie
St. Catherine’s
Minneapolis
St. Paul

St. Paul
Rochester
Eden Prairie

THURSDAY 3/2/00

Rochester
Eden Prairie
St. Paul
Rochester

FRIDAY 3/3/00

Edina
St. Paul
St. Paul

SATURDAY 3/4/00
Edina

Rochester
Minneapolis

Community Circles Schedule

College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester

Wednesday, 3/1/00
Wednesday, 3/1/00
Wednesday, 3/1/00
Wednesday, 3/1/00
Wednesday, 3/1/00
Wednesday, 3/1/00
Wednesday, 3/1/00
Wednesday, 3/1/00

Thursday, 3/2/00
Thursday, 3/2/00
Thursday, 3/2/00
Thursday, 3/2/00

Friday, 3/3/00
Friday, 3/3/00
Friday, 3/3/00

Saturday, 3/4/00
Saturday, 3/4/00
Saturday, 3/4/00

2/7/2000

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.

1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
5:00 - 6:30 p.m.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.

7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

9:30 - 11:30 a.m.
3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
5:00 - 8:30 p.m.

9:30-11:30 a.m.

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.
10:00 - 12:00 p.m.

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.

United Way

Eden Prairie Center
St. Catherine’s
Painter’s Park
Neighborhood House
Merriam Park

Gage

Eden Prairie Center

Family Y

Eden Prairie Center
JCC

Extension Bldg

Edina Community Center
Somali Community
Frogtown

Edina Community Center
Library
Bryant Square




Community Circles Schedule
College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester
2/7/2000

FRIDAY 3/10/00

St. Paul Friday, 3/10/00 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. Somali Community
St. Paul Friday, 3/10/00 5:00 - 8:30 p.m. Frogtown

SATURDAY 3/11/00

Rochester Saturday, 3/11/00 10:00 - 12:00 p.m. Library
Minneapolis Saturday, 3/11/00 10:00 - 12:00 p.m.  Bryant Square
MARCH 12 - MARCH 18

MONDAY 3/13/00

Rochester Monday, 3/13/00 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. Senior Center
Rochester Monday, 3/13/00 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Red Cross

Rochester Monday, 3/13/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Assisi Community Center

TUESDAY 3/14/00
Rochester Tuesday, 3/14/00 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Workforce @ PIC

St. Paul Tuesday, 3/14/00 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. McDounough
Rochester Tuesday, 3/14/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Library

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.




WEDNESDAY 3/15/00

Rochester
Eden Prairie
Minneapolis
St. Paul
Rochester
St. Paul
Eden Prairie

THURSDAY 3/16/00
Rochester

Eden Prairie
Rochester

St. Paul

FRIDAY 3/17/00

St. Paul
St. Paul

SATURDAY 3/18/00

Rochester
Minneapolis

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.

Wednesday, 3/15/00
Wednesday, 3/15/00
Wednesday, 3/15/00
Wednesday, 3/15/00
Wednesday, 3/15/00
Wednesday, 3/15/00
Wednesday, 3/15/00

Thursday, 3/16/00
Thursday, 3/16/00
Thursday, 3/16/00
Thursday, 3/16/00

Friday, 3/17/00
Friday, 3/17/00

Saturday, 3/18/00
Saturday, 3/18/00

Community Circles Schedule
College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester

2/7/2000

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.
1:30 - 3:00 p.m.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
5:00 - 8:30 p.m.

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.
10:00 - 12:00 p.m.

United Way

Eden Prairie Center
Painter’s Park
Neighborhood House
Gage

Merriam Park

Eden Prairie Center

Family Y
Eden Prairie Center

Extension Bldg
JEE

Somali Community
Frogtown

Library
Bryant Square




Community Circles Schedule
College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester
2/7/2000
WEDNESDAY 3/15/00

Rochester Wednesday, 3/15/00 10:00 - 12:00 p.m.  United Way

Eden Prairie Wednesday, 3/15/00 1:30 - 3:00 p.m. Eden Prairie Center
Minneapolis Wednesday, 3/15/00 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Painter’s Park

St. Paul Wednesday, 3/15/00 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Neighborhood House
Rochester Wednesday, 3/15/00 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Gage

St. Paul Wednesday, 3/15/00 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Merriam Park

Eden Prairie Wednesday, 3/15/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Eden Prairie Center

THURSDAY 3/16/00

Rochester Thursday, 3/16/00 10:00 - 12:00 p.m.  Family Y

Eden Prairie Thursday, 3/16/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Eden Prairie Center
Rochester Thursday, 3/16/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Extension Bldg

St. Paul Thursday, 3/16/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. JCC

FRIDAY 3/17/00

St. Paul Friday, 3/17/00 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. Somali Community
St. Paul Friday, 3/17/00 5:00 - 8:30 p.m. Frogtown

SATURDAY 3/18/00

Rochester Saturday, 3/18/00 10:00 - 12:00 p.m.  Library
Minneapolis Saturday, 3/18/00 10:00 - 12:00 p.m.  Bryant Square

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.




Community Circles Schedule
College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester
2/7/2000
FRIDAY 3/10/00

St. Paul Friday, 3/10/00 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. Somali Community
St. Paul Friday, 3/10/00 5:00 - 8:30 p.m. Frogtown

SATURDAY 3/11/00

Rochester Saturday, 3/11/00 10:00 - 12:00 p.m.  Library
Minneapolis Saturday, 3/11/00 10:00 - 12:00 p.m.  Bryant Square
MARCH 12 - MARCH 18

MONDAY 3/13/00

Rochester Monday, 3/13/00 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. Senior Center
Rochester Monday, 3/13/00 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Red Cross
Rochester Monday, 3/13/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Assisi Community Center

TUESDAY 3/14/00
Rochester Tuesday, 3/14/00 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Workforce @ PIC

St. Paul Tuesday, 3/14/00 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. McDounough
Rochester Tuesday, 3/14/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Library

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.



Community Circles Schedule
College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester
2/7/2000

MARCH 19 - MARCH 25

MONDAY 3/20/00

Rochester Monday, 3/20/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Assisi Community Center
TUESDAY 3/21/00

St. Paul Tuesday, 3/21/00 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 3/22/00

Eden Prairie Wednesday, 3/22/00 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. Eden Prairie Center
St. Paul Wednesday, 3/22/00 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Merriam Park

Eden Prairie Wednesday, 3/22/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Eden Prairie Center
THURSDAY 3/23/00

Rochester Thursday, 3/23/00 10:00 - 12:00 p.m.  Family Y
Rochester Thursday, 3/23/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Extension Building
Eden Prairie Thursday, 3/23/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Eden Prairie Center
MARCH 26 - APRIL 1

THURSDAY 3/30/00

Rochester Thursday, 3/30/00 10:00 - 12:00 p.m.  Family Y
Rochester Thursday, 3/30/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Extension Building

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.
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Elsa Batika

Frogtown Family Center

839 University Avenue, St. Paul
Fridays, 5:30 - 8:00 p.m.
2/18,2/25, 3/3, 3/10, 3/17

Site Contact: Kristen Kidder, 651/205-4260

Co-Facilitator: Chente Vue, 502-4262

Project Director: Barb Rose, 651/659-6031
Jessica Crary, 651/224-5445




Fwd: schedule for immigration circles

Subject: Fwd: schedule for immigration circles
Date: Fri, 11 Feb 2000 11:26:04 EST
From: Susan331@aol.com

Iwvmn@mtn.org

To:

schedule for immigration circles
Thu, 10 Feb 2000 23:20:21 -0600
"Ellen Mork" <ellenmork @hotmail

Subject:
Date:
From:

.com=>

To: <dhost@stcloud.gannett.com>, <sihne @stcloud.gannett.com>, <susan331@aol.com>,

<minnimmreform @ webtv.net>

Hello all!

Here are the locations, dates and times for the community circles on immigration held in the St. Cloud area. The delay was
causd by a laast minute need to change one of the meeting places.

St. Cloud Circles

Whitney Senior Center

1527 Northway Drive
Whitney Room

Tuesdays, 7-9 p.m.

Feb. 29, March 7, 14, 21, & 28

District 742 Community Education Building
245 37th Ave. N.

Room 301- use door 1

Wednesdays, 12 noon - 2 p.m.

March 1, 8, 15,22, & 29

Midtown Square

3333 W. Division St.
Conference room (108)
Thursdays, 4-6 p.m.
March 2, 9, 16, 23, & 30

Cold Spring Circle
Senior Center
527 Main St.
Mondays, 7-9 p.m.
March 6, 13, 20, 27, & April 3

Thank you for your assistance in pubicizing the circles!

Ellen Mork

Sauk Rapids Circle

Sauk Rapids Senior High

901 1st St. S.
Room 402 - use door 4
Tuesdays, 4--6 p.m.

Feb. 29, March 7, 14, 21, & 28

St. Joseph Circle

College of St. Benedict
Main building on College Ave.
Gatewood Room
park in lot 1 - use main door
Tuesdays, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Feb. 29, March 7, 14, 21 & 28

2/11/2000 1:04 PM




Subj:  Re: Community Circles/Translation/Diversity Training
Date:  02/01/2000 2:02:44 PM Central Standard Time

From: JCavallaro@stkate.edu

To: Susan331@aol.com

Susan - the community circles we are doing here at College of St. Catherine are
set for Wed late aftemoons, 5 - 6:30 starting Feb 9 and continuing every Wed
until Mar 8. We are doing one here on campus, in the Women's Center in St.
Joseph's Hall, and one in the Riverside Library on St. Paul's westside. | think

we are starting a bit earlier than other groups because | am out of town in mid
March. Do you need any other information? And | am interested in hearing more
about the immigration reform efforts you wrote about and would like to be able

to contact the person you mentioned. Thanks.

Joanne Cawallaro

Headers
Retum-Path: <JCawallaro@stkate.edu>
Received: from ry-zb01.mx.aol.com (rly-zb01.mail.20l.com [172.31.41.1]) by air-zb03.mail.aol.com (v67_b1.21) with ESMTP:
Tue, 01 Feb 2000 15:02:44 -0500
Received: from andrea.stkate.edu (andrea.stkate.edu [140.225.1.100]) by ry-zb01.mx.aol.com (VB7_b1.21) with ESMTP; Tue,
01 Feb 2000 15:02:37 -0500
Received: by andrea.stkate edu(Lotus SMTP MTA W.6.5 (863.2 5-20-1999)) id 86256878.006EA76D : Tue, 1 Feb 2000
14:08:38 -0600
X-Lotus-FromDomain: CSC
From: JCavallaro@stkate.edu
To: Susan331@aol.com
Message-ID: <86256878.006EA281.00@andrea. stkate edu>
Date: Tue, 1 Feb 2000 14:04:42 -0600
Subject: Re: Community Circles/Translation/Diversity Training
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Disposition: inline

Tuesday, February 0, 2000  America Online: Susani3t




2/17/2000

Community Circles
Grant Schedule

Community

50% - Sent 1/18/00 45% - Sent

5% - Sent

Total

Austin

$550.00

$495.00

$55.00

$1,100.00

Edina

$800.00

$720.00

$80.00

$1,600.00

DL/PR

$1,100.00

$990.00

$110.00

$2,200.00

Mankato

$1,350.00

$1,215.00

$135.00

$2,700.00

Marshall

$1,350.00

$1,215.00

$135.00

$2,700.00

MEPH

$1,200.00

$1,080.00

$120.00

$2,400.00

Minneapolis

$1,150.00

$1,035.00

$115.00

$2,300.00

Northfield

$250.00

$225.00

$25.00

$500.00

Rochester

$1,350.00

$1,215.00

$135.00

$2,700.00

St. Cloud

$1,350.00

$1,215.00

$135.00

$2,700.00

St. Paul

$1,350.00

$1,215.00

$135.00

$2,700.00

Willmar

$1,068.50

$961.65

$106.85

$2,137.00

Winona

$1,250.00

$1,125.00

$125.00

$2,500.00

$14,118.50

$12,706.65

$1,411.85

$28,237.00




J

v
v

{

Table1 Query
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ssthriGri

istinst |

Armstrong

Pro Dir

iZoe Nagell

612-553.2701

3 circles/45 particip

2ndinst | 3rdinst |

Austin

Pro Dir

‘Jeanne Poppe

800-333-2584

3/4 circles 40 partici

$2,200.00

$550.00 |

$495.00

$55.00

DL/PelicanRapi

Pro Dir

[Connie Payson

218-736-4427

3/4/clrcles 40 partici

$2,200.00

$1,100.00

¢$990.00)

$110.00

dina

iPro Dir

Carol Frisch

651-772-4255

4 circles 40 particip

$1,600.00

$800.00

$720.00

$80.00

[Eden Prarie

iPro Dir

iJudy Schuck

612-249-0142

§/6 circles 65 partici

$2,400.00 |

$1,200.00

$1,080.00

$120.00

[Eden Prarie

‘Pro Dir

{Bette Anderson

612-941-2853

Mankato

Pro Dir

‘Diana Olvedo Munoz

507-389-6278

2 circles 30 particip

$2,700.00

$1,350,00

$1,215.00 |

$135.00

Minneapolis

iPro Dir

iTrina Alvero

612-502-6885

2 circles 30 particip

$2,300.00

$1,150.00

$1,035.00 |

$115.00

J
3¢ /100 P —DiNorthfield

/

]
) 108 =
J
{

Pro Dir

Jane McWiliams

507-645-8423

7 circles 75 particip

$500.00

$250.00 |

$225.00

"$25.00

College of St. Cath

Pro Dir

Sue Hendricks

651-690-6670

2 clrcles 30 particip

Pro Dir

Bev Benson

612-348-7773

3.5 circles 40 partici

Plymoth/Wayzatta
Winona

Pro Dir

Lee Luebbe

507-452-5747

$2,500.00 |

$1,250.00

$1,125.00 |

$125.00

t. Peter

Pro Dir

Mary Gover

507-934-1895

3 circles 45 particip

IRochester

Pro Dir

:Susy Olsen

507-281-4469

$2,700.00

$1,350.00

$1,215.00

$135.00

1St. Cloud

Pro Dir

iEllen Mork

320-252-1034

8 circles 70 particip

$2,700.00

$1,350.00

$1,215.00

$135.00

ISt. Paul

Pro Dir

Jessica Crary

651-224-5445

8 circles 70 particip

$2,700.00

$1,350.00

$1,215.00

$135.00

Marshall

Pro Dir

Jackie Zerr

507-532-3158

'8 circles 100 partici

$2,700.00

$1,350.00

$1,215.00 |

$135.00

Willmar

iPro Dir

Andrea Carruthers

320-214-6840

3 circles 45 particip

$2,137.00

$1,088.50

$961.50 |

$106.85

INew Brighton

Pro Dir

{Gerri Evans

1651-633-6542

Moorhead

Pro Dir

Josle Gonzales

1218-236-1168

“'n‘}/ﬂ-ﬁ

13,706.65

1%t %8

02/16/2000




Please return this completed form to:
Olsen & Associates, PO Box 7522, Rochester, MN 55903
Participant Form

Who was the person who told you about these circles?

What is your name?

What is your address?
What is your telephone #?
Do you need child care? U yes

What ages are the children?
Are there any health, religious or dietary restrictions for your children?

please print

(if no, skip questions 6, 7 and 8)

E-mail:

O no 6. If yes, how many children:

Which of the following characteristics apply to you: (check off all that apply)

10. Can you provide your own transportation?
U no 6. If yes, what language:

young person

O middle aged person

I am a natural born American

I am an immigrant from

QO older person

I am a person who is concerned about current immigration practices.
I am a person who doesn’t know any immigrants.

other :

11. Do you need a translator? O yes

12. Which meeting times are most convenient for you?

Please write a @ below your first choice, @ below your second choice and @ below

our third choice.

Circle # 1

Circle # 2

Circle #3

Circle # 4

Circle #5

Circle #6

Circle #7

Circle #8

Circle #9

Circle # 10

Downtown

Monday
2-4PM
Senior Citizen
Center
214313

SE

NW
Monday
79PM
Assisi
Community
Center
2/28-320

NW

Tuesday
1-3PM
Workforce @
PIC
2115-3114

Downtown
Tuesday
7-9PM
RP Library
215-3114

NW
Wednesday
1012 AM
United Way
216-3/15

NW

Wednesday
6:30-8:30 PM

Gage
2116-3115
Daycare Site

SE

Thursday
10-12AM
Family Y
3/2-3/30
Daycare Site

SE

Thursday
79PM
Extension
Bldg 3/2-3/30

Downtown
Saturday
10-12 AM
RP Library
2119318

(Please record the 1st, 2nd and 3rd choices on the Participant Pledge Form )

I understand and agree to the responsibilities of being a community circle participant.
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Wlrican womenh wrapped in long gowns |
lieir way to wngk Mexican youths playing
ssian couple strolling in a mall, #

itag -

immigration that has sjgniﬁcantly increased '
= foreign-born population. |
They've come for the same reason the first |
wave,did—opportunity. And they go through
¢ sgme Kiridl readjustment stress—language
barriers, culturefshoc ation, sense of lo
confusion and resulting\gealth problems.

=y

They also bring fh !
hard-work ethic|as the first wave, O
Twin Cities art scene is already a testa
their influence, 3nd their entrepreneu

bvious in the t%: number of suce
stgll businesses jand self-help organi

g started. Immigrants and refugees are
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About Russia

e~ fOVernr ]
Y Government

Judaism in the)hv_rmer Soviet Union

A diversity of populations
from the former Soviet
Union are often lumped
together under the
heading of Russian
immigrants, but the
State Demographic
Ceniter estimates that
there are 6,000-7;

currently residing’

Minnesota.
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This is my new home.

Russians in Minnesota




The Swate Demapraphic Center estimates that there-are 125,000 Hispanic immigrants in Minnesota,
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Community Circles Schedule
College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester
2/3/2000
FEBRUARY 6 - FEBRUARY 12
MONDAY 2/7/00

TUESDAY 2/8/00

Edina Tuesday, 2/8/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Edina Community Center

WEDNESDAY 2/9/00

St. Catherine’s Wednesday, 2/9/00 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. St. Catherine’s
THURSDAY 2/10/00

FRIDAY 2/11/00

Edina Friday, 2/11/00 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Edina Community Center

SATURDAY 2/12/00

Edina Saturday, 2/12/00 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Edina Community Center

FEBRUARY 13 - FEBRUARY 19
MONDAY 2/14/00
Rochester 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. Rochester Senior Center

St. Paul 5:00 - 7:30 p.m. St. Peter Claver Church
Rochester 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Red Cross

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.




Community Circles Schedule
College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester
2/3/2000
TUESDAY 2/15/00

Rochester 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Workforce @ PIC

St. Paul 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. NCC]

St. Paul 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. McDounough

Rochester 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Public Library

Edina 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Edina Community Center

WEDNESDAY 2/16/00

Rochester 10:00 - 12:00 p.m. United Way

St. Catherine’s 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. St. Catherine’s

St. Paul 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Neighborhood House
Minneapolis 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Painter’s Park
Rochester 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Gage

St. Paul 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Merriam Park

THURSDAY 2/17/00

St. Paul 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

FRIDAY 2/18/00

Edina 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Edina Community Center
St. Paul 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. Somali Community

St. Paul 5:00 - 8:30 p.m. Frogtown

SATURDAY 2/19/00

Edina 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Edina Community Center
Rochester 10:00 - 12:00 p.m. Library

Minneapolis 10:00 - 12:00 p.m. Bryant Square

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.




FEBRUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 26

MONDAY 2/21/00

Rochester
Rochester

TUESDAY 2/22/00

Rochester
St. Paul
St. Paul
Rochester
Edina

WEDNESDAY 2/23/00

Rochester
Eden Prairie
St. Catherine’s
Minneapolis
St. Paul
Rochester

St. Paul

Eden Prairie

THURSDAY 2/24/00

Eden Prairie
St. Paul

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.

2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
6:00 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Wednesday, 2/23/00
Wednesday, 2/23/00
Wednesday, 2/23/00
Wednesday, 2/23/00
Wednesday, 2/23/00
Wednesday, 2/23/00
Wednesday, 2/23/00
Wednesday, 2/23/00

Thursday, 2/24/00
Thursday, 2/24/00

Community Circles Schedule
College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester

2/3/2000

Senior Center
Red Cross

Workforce @ PIC

NCCJ
McDounough
Library

Edina Community Center

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.
1:30 - 3:00 p.m.
5:00 - 6:30 p.m.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

United Way

Eden Prairie Center
St. Catherine’s
Painter’s Park
Neighborhood House
Gage

Merriam Park

Eden Prairie Center

Eden Prairie Center
JCC




FRIDAY 2/25/00

Edina
St. Paul
St. Paul

SATURDAY 2/26/00

Edina
Rochester
Minneapolis

Friday, 2/25/00
Friday, 2/25/00
Friday, 2/25/00

Saturday, 2/26/00
Saturday, 2/26/00
Saturday, 2/26/00

Community Circles Schedule
College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester

2/3/2000

9:30 - 11:30 a.m.
3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
5:00 - 8:30 p.m.

9:30 - 11:30 a.m.
10:00 - 12:00 p.m.
10:00 - 12:00 p.m.

Edina Community Center
Somali Community
Frogtown

Edina Community Center
Library
Bryant Square

FEBRUARY 27 - MARCH 4
MONDAY 2/28/00
Rochester

Rochester
Rochester

Monday, 2/28/00
Monday, 2/28/00
Monday, 2/28/00

2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Senior Center
Red Cross
Assisi Community Center

TUESDAY 2/29/00

Rochester
St. Paul

Tuesday, 2/29/00
Tuesday, 2/29/00
St. Paul Tuesday, 2/29/00
Rochester Tuesday, 2/29/00
Edina Tuesday, 2/29/00

1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Workforce @ PIC

5:30 - 7:30 p.m. NCCJ

6:00 - 8:30 p.m. McDounough

7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Library

7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Edina Community Center

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.




WEDNESDAY 3/1/00

Rochester
Eden Prairie
St. Catherine’s
Minneapolis
St. Paul

St. Paul
Rochester
Eden Prairie

THURSDAY 3/2/00

Rochester
Eden Prairie
St. Paul
Rochester

FRIDAY 3/3/00

Edina
St. Paul
St. Paul

SATURDAY 3/4/00
Edina

Rochester
Minneapolis

Wednesday, 3/1/00
Wednesday, 3/1/00
Wednesday, 3/1/00
Wednesday, 3/1/00
Wednesday, 3/1/00
Wednesday, 3/1/00
Wednesday, 3/1/00
Wednesday, 3/1/00

Thursday, 3/2/00
Thursday, 3/2/00
Thursday, 3/2/00
Thursday, 3/2/00

Friday, 3/3/00
Friday, 3/3/00
Friday, 3/3/00

Saturday, 3/4/00
Saturday, 3/4/00
Saturday, 3/4/00

Community Circles Schedule
College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester

2/3/2000

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.

1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
5:00 - 6:30 p.m.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.

7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

9:30 - 11:30 a.m.
3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
5:00 - 8:30 p.m.

9:30 - 11:30 a.m.

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.
10:00 - 12:00 p.m.

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.

United Way

Eden Prairie Center
St. Catherine’s
Painter’s Park
Neighborhood House
Merriam Park

Gage

Eden Prairie Center

Family Y
Eden Prairie Center
JCC

Extension Bldg

Edina Community Center
Somali Community
Frogtown

Edina Community Center
Library
Bryant Square




MARCH § - MARCH 11

MONDAY 3/6/00

Rochester
Rochester
Rochester

TUESDAY 3/7/00

Rochester
St. Paul
St. Paul
Rochester
Edina

WEDNESDAY 3/8/00

Rochester
Eden Prairie
St. Catherine’s
St. Paul
Minneapolis
Rochester
Eden Prairie

THURSDAY 3/9/00

Rochester
Eden Prairie
St. Paul
Rochester

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.

Monday, 3/6/00
Monday, 3/6/00
Monday, 3/6/00

Tuesday, 3/7/00
Tuesday, 3/7/00
Tuesday, 3/7/00
Tuesday, 3/7/00
Tuesday, 3/7/00

Wednesday, 3/8/00
Wednesday, 3/8/00
Wednesday, 3/8/00
Wednesday, 3/8/00
Wednesday, 3/8/00
Wednesday, 3/8/00
Wednesday, 3/8/00

Thursday, 3/9/00
Thursday, 3/9/00
Thursday, 3/9/00
Thursday, 3/9/00

Community Circles Schedule
College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester

2/3/2000

2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
6:00 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.
1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
5:00 - 6:30 p.m.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Senior Center
Red Cross
Assisi Community Center

Workforce @ PIC

NCCJ

McDounough

Library

Edina Community Center

United Way

Eden Prairie Center
St. Catherine’s
Neighborhood House
Painter’s Park

Gage

Eden Prairie Center

Family Y

Eden Prairie Center
JCC

Extension Bldg




Community Circles Schedule
College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester
2/3/2000
FRIDAY 3/10/00

St. Paul Friday, 3/10/00 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. Somali Community
St. Paul Friday, 3/10/00 5:00 - 8:30 p.m. Frogtown

SATURDAY 3/11/00

Rochester Saturday, 3/11/00 10:00 - 12:00 p.m.  Library
Minneapolis Saturday, 3/11/00 10:00 - 12:00 p.m.  Bryant Square

MARCH 12 - MARCH 18

MONDAY 3/13/00

Rochester Monday, 3/13/00 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. Senior Center

Rochester Monday, 3/13/00 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Red Cross

Rochester Monday, 3/13/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Assisi Community Center

TUESDAY 3/14/00
Rochester Tuesday, 3/14/00 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Workforce @ PIC

St. Paul Tuesday, 3/14/00 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. McDounough
Rochester Tuesday, 3/14/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Library

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.




WEDNESDAY 3/15/00

Rochester
Eden Prairie
Minneapolis
St. Paul
Rochester
St. Paul
Eden Prairie

THURSDAY 3/16/00
Rochester

Eden Prairie
Rochester

St. Paul

FRIDAY 3/17/00

St. Paul
St. Paul

SATURDAY 3/18/00

Rochester

Community Circles Schedule

College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester

Wednesday, 3/15/00
Wednesday, 3/15/00
Wednesday, 3/15/00
Wednesday, 3/15/00
Wednesday, 3/15/00
Wednesday, 3/15/00
Wednesday, 3/15/00

Thursday, 3/16/00
Thursday, 3/16/00
Thursday, 3/16/00
Thursday, 3/16/00

Friday, 3/17/00
Friday, 3/17/00

Saturday, 3/18/00

2/3/2000

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.
1:30 - 3:00 p.m.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

10:00 - 12:00 p.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
5:00 - 8:30 p.m.

United Way

Eden Prairie Center
Painter’s Park
Neighborhood House
Gage

Merriam Park

Eden Prairie Center

Family Y

Eden Prairie Center
Extension Bldg
JCC

Somali Community
Frogtown

10:00 - 12:00 p.m.
10:00 - 12:00 p.m.

Library

Minneapolis Saturday, 3/18/00 Bryant Square

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.




Community Circles Schedule
College of St. Catherine, Eden Prairie, Edina, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Rochester
2/3/2000

MARCH 19 - MARCH 25

MONDAY 3/20/00

Rochester Monday, 3/20/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Assisi Community Center

TUESDAY 3/21/00

St. Paul Tuesday, 3/21/00 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 3/22/00

Eden Prairie Wednesday, 3/22/00 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. Eden Prairie Center
St. Paul Wednesday, 3/22/00 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Merriam Park

Eden Prairie Wednesday, 3/22/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Eden Prairie Center
THURSDAY 3/23/00

Rochester Thursday, 3/23/00 10:00 - 12:00 p.m.  Family Y
Rochester Thursday, 3/23/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Extension Building
Eden Prairie Thursday, 3/23/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Eden Prairie Center
MARCH 26 - APRIL 1

THURSDAY 3/30/00

Rochester Thursday, 3/30/00 10:00 - 12:00 p.m.  Family Y
Rochester Thursday, 3/30/00 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Extension Building

Dates in BOLD FACE indicate community Kick-off event.




SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2000
1:00 - 3:30 P.M.

Cultural Competency with Elizabeth Campbell - Session II

PHONE
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2000
6:30 - 9:00 P.M.

Cultural Competency with Elizabeth Campbell - Session I
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA EDUCATION FUND
COMMUNITY CIRCLES NEWSLETTER JANUARY 2000

From the Director...

This is the second in a series of newsletters intended for sharing information, ideas and impending deadlines. Thank you for all the
hard work, innovative ideas and commitment. I have enjoyed my conversations with each of you! It is heartening, no, exciting to see
so many good people working on such a demanding but important effort.

Susan

| MONEY
You can expect the first installment of your grant the week of January 17. As you recall, the second 45% will be forthcoming in the
middle of February. The last 5% will be awarded after your final report is received. Please save all receipts and enclose copies of
checks and/or receipts when you do your final accounting.

| FACILITATORS

Please email or call Susan with the number of facilitators that will be attending facilitator training. This information is necessary in
order to plan for size of room and for refreshments.

If you are having trouble finding facilitators please let me know. We might be able to help you. However, we have had a limited
response to the ads that were put into the newsletters of the MN Facilitators Network, MN Humanities Commission and the Minnesota
Chapter for Dispute Resolution. If you haven't already done so, check with local Minnesota Extension agents, churches and teachers
in your school district. Many of them have been trained as facilitators. Also talk with friends and neighbors — facilitator skills are
considered to be a welcome addition to a resume these days and they might appreciate the opportunity.

We suggest that you meet with your facilitators before the circles begin and talk about the goals of the project, the action forum, and
the importance of facilitator neutrality. Make sure they have a copy of our discussion guide and a copy of the Facilitators’ Handbook
(to be mailed later) and ask that they read them carefully.

Facilitator Training:
Wednesday, February 2, 5 - 8:30pm
Room 323, St. Joseph's Hall, College of St. Catherine, 2004 Randolph, St. Paul, MN 55105
Thursday, February 3, 4:30 - 7:30 PM
Rochester, MN
Friday, February 4, 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Willmar, MN

Cultural Competency in Facilitation: A conversation about how cultural ethnicity and race interact and influence the practice
of facilitation with Elizabeth Campbell, facilitator.
The League of Women Voters of St. Paul has arranged for an additional “‘diversity” training to supplement the general facilitator
training. All are encouraged to attend!

Wednesday, February 9, 6:30 - 9:00 PM

Minnesota Women’s Building, 550 Rice Street, St. Paul, MN 55103

I PUBLICITY/MEDIA COVERAGE

Press Release template: Andrea Lex, Devolpment and Communications Director for LWVMN, has been kind enough to develop a
template for communities to use for press releases. In the packet given to each community there is a more generic one -- please feel
free to use these as you see fit.

l FLYER TEMPLATE
Jessica Crary, administrative assistant for LWVMN, has designed a brochure and a flyer that we will include with this mailing. We
can also email this material (if computers are compatible) so you will not have to key it in.

| LISTSERVE
What is a listserve, you ask? It's a way to have a discussion with a group of people electronically. When you send a message to the
listserve, it is sent to all those who are on the list. You can ask questions, solicit advice, and share your ideas to all who are on the list.
It’s a great way to communicate at your and others’ convenience. First, however, you must sign up so you are a member of the list.




Go to the website at http://www.onelist.com/community/Mncommunitycircles. This page will tell you that “you are not a member of
this community.” Select “Join Community.” This page will say “New Member - Click here to register for free.” Select to register.
Registration is in 4 steps.
Fill out your information. At the “HTML E-mail Selection” choose “normal (text) email”. Select “Next.” (You may read the
“Terms of Service” if you'd like; it's more of a technicality than anything.)
In confirming your email, de-select the check box that says “Check here to get email...” (This will prevent you from getting junk
mail.) Select “Next.”
Verify your settings. (Filling out additional information is optional.) Select “next.”
Select topics only if you are interested in receiving regular messages about them. Otherwise you can bypass this step by selecting
“Submit.”

On the “Subscription Options”™ page select “Send email messages to youremail @abc.com,” the first option. Select “Join.” (You can
ignore the next page unless you want to make changes to your options.)

You’ll receive a message from onelist.com with instructions to which you must reply. After you are confirmed for the list, the League
Office will send you an additional confirmation.

[ACTION FORUM - - B
The action forum is an important part of the community circle process. If you are having more than one circle, you will need to have

an action forum. The purpose is for the participants to share their action items, and form task forces to work on solving local
problems that have been identified.

STATE ACTION FORUM
On Saturday, April 29 from | to Spm in St. Paul we will hold a State Action forum.
Goals:
To share common concerns identified by Community Circles across the state
To share workable solutions to problems identified by participants
To form task forces to work on state-wide issues
Hopes:
To have several or many participants from each community that hosted a community circle project
To have organizations represented at our “Action Bazaar” that will make us aware of which of these ideas is
already being addressed on some level
To present concerns, exchange ideas and find workable solutions without duplicating an already existing effort

HELP NEEDED
We have had a request for a list of interpreters. Does anyone know of such a list? We suggest you call service providers in your area
or schools/ colleges or organizations that represent each ethnic group. We will make calls and see if we can locate a list of
interpreters.

| CONTACT
League of Women Voters of Minnesota Susan Anderson Janet Gendler
Education Fund Project Director LWVMN Board of Directors
550 Rice Street 612/331-1117 Project Chair
St. Paul, MN 55103 612/331-1912 (Fax) 612-920-3567
651/224-5445 susan33 1 @aol.com jhgendler @aol.com
651/290-2145 (Fax)
lwvmn@mtn.org
http://www.lwvmn.org




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA EDUCATION FUND
COMMUNITY CIRCLES NEWSLETTER JANUARY 24, 2000

From the Director...

This is third in a series of newsletters intended for sharing information, ideas and impending deadlines. Thank you for all the good questions
(many of them featured here) as well as great new ideas. You should know that Amy Malik of the Study Circle Resource Center said; *
Minnesota’s Immigration project is one of the most interesting programs we are supporting right now. I would like to seek national media
attention for your communities.” Yea Minnesota!

Susan

MONEY

Question: Do we handle this money differently than other money from the LWVMN Office?

Answer: This money is to be deposited in the checking account of your local league and to be used only for this project. You must save all
receipts and copies of checks and keep an accurate record of what you have spent. As you recall, the second 45% will be forthcoming in the
middle of February. The last 5% will be awarded after your final report is received.

FACILITATORS

Please email or call Susan with the number of facilitators that will be attending facilitator training. This information is necessary in
order to plan for size of room and for refreshments!

In order to accommodate the facilitators, who could not make it to the three scheduled training sessions, we have investigated ITV (Interactive
Television). It is available in many colleges throughout Minnesota. At this point, the information would lead me to believe that it is costly and
difficult to arrange. I am still investigating but it doesn’t look hopeful.

We will tape the first training and make this available to communities for $11. It is always best to be there in person, but if this is absolutely
impossible -- viewing the film and going through the discussion guide and facilitator’s handbook with your facilitators is next best. Remember
to emphasize facilitator neutrality.

On the subject of facilitator neutrality — It was suggested, just this morning, that the use of flip charts helps participants see that ideas
were listened to and were heard. Do you still have room in your budgets for flip charts? Can you borrow one from a workplace, school
or Community Ed facility?

Facilitator Training:
Wednesday, February 2, 5 - 8:30pm
West Marian Lounge, St. Joseph’s Hall, College of St. Catherine, 2004 Randolph, St. Paul, MN 55105
(St. Joseph’s Hall is the building west of Bertlem Center.) Uuse O’Shaughnessy Parking Lot The entrance is on Fairview.
Pizza and carrot sticks will be available — donations gratefully accepted. Soft drinks are available at a vending machine.
Thursday, February 3, 4:30 - 7:30 PM
201 SE 4™ Street, Rochester, MN. Come into town on Civic Center Drive. When you get to the T in the road, go Right. On your left
you pass the Mayo Civic Center. You’ll see the library on your Right. Keep going, over the bridge and the Government Center is to
your Right.
Friday, February 4, 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Kandiyohi County Health and Human Services Building, 1900 HWY 294 NE, Suite 2090, Willmar, MN. (Please see the enclosed
map.)

Cultural Competency in Facilitation: A conversation about how cultural ethnicity and race interact and influence the practice of
Jacilitation with Elizabeth Campbell, facilitator.
The League of Women Voters of St. Paul has arranged for an additional “diversity” training to supplement the general
facilitator training. All are encouraged to attend!
Wednesday, February 9, 6:30 - 9:00 PM
Minnesota Women’s Building, 550 Rice Street, St. Paul, MN 55103

PUBLICITY/MEDIA COVERAGE

Remember to call local radio stations. Many communities are being interviewed. Some stations are going to feature immigrants’ stories.
Question: What is the correct way to identify this project? Is it Community Circles, Study Circles, Discussion Groups?

Answer: We are officially calling them Community Circles. Reasons: Study Circles sound too official and may scare some people away. The
League usually does studies and we want people to understand that this is different.

PARTICIPANT SELECTION:

Remember we are looking for people with all points of view to participate in this process. You might want to call service clubs such as Elks,
Lions and Rotary. You might want to check with the local barber, grocer or bank manager. We don’t want just people who give their full
support to immigrants and the immigration process; we want everyone to feel their point of view is welcome.




DISCUSSION GUIDES

We have two versions of our Discussion Guide. One has facilitator tips in the margins and one does not. Discussion Guides with facilitator tips
will be brought to the training sessions along with a booklet called The Facilitator's Handbook We will also bring discussion guides for the
participants. Facilitator guides and Discussion Guides will be mailed to those communities not having representatives at the training sessions.
Again - we need to know numbers! — As soon as you have a good idea of number of participants — let us know — Thanks!

LISTSERVE - JOIN THE LISTSERVE AND RECEIVE YOUR NEWSLETTER VIA E-MAIL!

What is a listserve, you ask? It's a way to have a discussion with a group of people electronically. When you send a message to the listserve, it
is sent to all those who are on the list. You can ask questions, solicit advice, and share your ideas to all that are on the list. It’s a great way to
communicate at your and other’s convenience. First, however, you must sign up so you are a member of the list.

Go to the website at http://www.onelist.com/community/Mncommunitycircles. This page will tell you that “you are not a member of this
community.” Select “Join Community.” This page will say “New Member - Click here to register for free.” Select to register. Registration is
in 4 steps.
Fill out your information. At the “HTML E-mail Selection” choose “normal (text) email”. Select “Next.” (You may read the “Terms of
Service” if you'd like; it’s more of a technicality than anything.)
In confirming your email, de-select the check box that says “Check here to get email...” (This will prevent you from getting junk mail.)
Select “Next.”
Verify your settings. (Filling out additional information is optional.) Select “next.”
Select topics only if you are interested in receiving regular messages about them. Otherwise you can bypass this step by selecting
“Submit.” On the “Subscription Options™ page select “Send email messages to youremail@abc.com,” the first option. Select “Join.”
(You can ignore the next page unless you want to make changes to your options.)

You’ll receive a message from onelist.com with instructions to which you must reply. After you are confirmed for the list, the League Office
will send you an additional confirmation.

|[ACTION FORUM |
The action forum is an important part of the community circle process. If you are having more than one circle, you will need to have an action
forum. The purpose is for the participants to share their action items, and form task forces to work on solving local problems that have been
identified.

STATE ACTION FORUM

On Saturday, April 29 from 12:30 to Spm in St. Paul we will hold a State Action Forum at the Minnesota History Center
Goals:
To share common concerns identified by Community Circles across the state.
To share workable solutions to problems identified by participants
To form task forces to work on statewide issues

Hopes:

To have several or many participants from each community that hosted a community circle project.

To have organizations represented at our “Action Bazaar” that will make us aware of which of these ideas is
already being addressed on some level.

To present concerns, exchange ideas and find workable solutions without duplicating an already existing effort.

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

Harry Boyte, from the Humphrey Institute, suggested that communities might find the following web sites helpful: www.publicachievment.org
and www.publicwork.org.

The Humphrey Institute will also hold a public discussion/panel on February 8 from 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. at Cowles Auditorium, Humphrey
Institute, 301 19™ Ave, Minneapolis, dealing with the changing demographics of Minnesota and the ways in which institutions are (or are not)
meeting the needs of newcomers.

STUDY CIRCLE RESOURCE CENTER:
Scott Stiles of SCRC will be e-mailing or calling you to set up a 20-minute interview. Their goal is to better understand statewide study circle
programs, how to initiate them, how to support them and how to keep them going. Be ready with your feedback.

CONTACT

League of Women Voters of Minnesota Susan Anderson Janet Gendler

Education Fund : Project Director LWVMN Board of Directors
550 Rice Street 612/331-1117 Project Chair

St. Paul, MN 55103 612/331-1912 (Fax) 612-920-3567

651/224-5445 susan331 @aol.com jhgendler@aol.com
651/290-2145 (Fax)

lwvmn@mtn.org

http://www.lwvmn.org
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SITE SELECTION (SITE RECRUITMENT POSSIBILITIES AND PRIORITIES)

Bremer is interested in community circles in Willmar*, St. Cloud*®, Marshall** , Pelican
Rapids**, Detroit Lakes**, Moorhead, and Cottonwood

Local LWV’S are present in those communities marked with an asterisk (*).
Communities with individual League members are marked with a double asterisk. ( ** ).

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS INTEREST IN COMMUNITY CIRCLES

Committed* Considering

Armstrong High School N. MN Foundation
Austin® New Brighton
Detroit Lakes/Pelican Rapids* Moorhead
Eden Prairie*

Edina *

Mankato*

Marshall

Minneapolis*

Northfield*

Plymouth/Wayzata

Rochester*

St. Catherine’s

St. Cloud*

St. Paul*

St. Peter

Willmar

Winona*

Asterisk indicates proposal has been sent in and funds allocated

1/10/00
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Changing Faces, Changing Communities

Community Circles on Immigration in Minnesota
The League of Women Voters of Minnesota Education Fund (LWVMNEF)

Budget per Community

Publicity and Advertising
Room Rental

Facilitator honorarium
Office costs
Refreshments

Rental of audio/video equipment
Travel

Child Care

Translators

Project Coordinator *
Other

Total

Amt. Req. Amt. Used

We ask that you turn in all receipts, checks or copies of it and that you seek inkind
donations whenever possible. We also ask that you return unused funds. The project is
funded at about 70% at this time -- however, there are still grants pending.

Shifting of expenses from one budget item to another is permissible.




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA EDUCATION FUND
COMMUNITY CIRCLES NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 1999

From the Director...

This is the first of what I hope will be a periodic update on the progress of the Community Circles throughout Minnesota.
The goal is for you all to give and receive ideas in organizing your community’s dialogue. If there are items that you'd like
included or left out, please let me know. I will also try to remember to ask what information can be shared with the rest of
the communities.

The State League office has started a list serve for project directors throughout the state. To subscribe, go to
www.onelist.com/community/MNcommunitycircles. Follow the registration instructions and you will soon thereafter receive
a confirmation. (Be sure to keep alert to “'special offers” or “periodic updates” options during registration. Typically you’ll
be able to de-select these options. Otherwise you may end up with some extra “junk mail” in your inbox.)

Susan

PILOT PROJECTS

Willmar and Austin were the hosts for the fall pilot projects. What follows are some of their suggestions and some of their
challenges and their outcomes.

Attendance
Out of 12 or 13 invited in each community the lowest attendance was 8 people, usually only one or two were absent.
Willmar felt part of the problem was that some of the people worked nights and getting up for a noon meeting was difficult.

Translators
Not needed in either community

Facilitation

Facilitators donated their time in both communities - extension people, teachers and league members. According to the
evaluation one facilitator was challenged regarding neutrality. It is very difficult to be a neutral facilitator - thus the
importance of selection and training and the use of co-facilitators.

Location
Both communities had location donated.

Food
Willmar purchased food supplied to Bremer Bank employees at a discount.

Child Care
Not necessary

Media coverage
Willmar expressed concern about lack of media coverage. Media didn’t use press release supplied by LWVMN. There was
one article in the paper and a radio interview is pending.

Action
Both plan to continue to meet as a task force or as friends., Both communities plan to have community circles in February
and March.

PILOT CIRCLE OUTCOMES
Willmar
Agenda for first task force meeting following the conclusion of the community circles
Recruit for future circles
Study and implement the *“You're the One” project
Learn more about UMOS (United Migrant Outreach Service)
Gather information about Project Fine




Austin
l. Housing
e  Create transitional housing for people new to the community.
e  Make sure there is some truly affordable housing in Austin.
Ombudsman
e Create a permanent position for an ombudsman that would act as an advocate for newcomers.
e  Make Austin a community that welcomes newcomers, i.e., reinstate the welcome wagon.
Telephone hot line
Sponsor employee/ employer sensitivity training with respect to the ethnic background of people arriving in our
community.
Language
e Provide free Spanish classes.
e Increase availability of ESL classes.
e  Put “Spanish spoken here” or Vietnamese or other language signs in business windows and storefronts.
Community
e Hold a city wide diversity week.
e  Use the Community Circle Project as a model and sponsor more community circles.
| DISCUSSION GUIDES
Discussion Guides will be available just in the nick of time. There will be a limited but hopefully ample supply. We thank
Reliastar for contributing printing as an in-kind donation.

SUGGESTIONS OR QUESTIONS FROM OTHER COMMUNITIES

Do we need to sponsor women only groups? (It was brought to the attention of one community that women in some ethnic
groups will only participate if men are not present.)

How do you handle more than one translator in one group?
Possible solutions — Other group members might be bilingual or investigate the use of earphones.

KICKOFF PLANS

Rochester has their plans in place. An evening event — offer coffees from around the world — Hmong comedienne — %2 hour
presentation on the plight of the immigrant.

Edina has arranged a panel discussion about immigration dynamics and community impact.

Other suggestions include a multicultural potluck, bazaar. Participants speak about issues affecting the community or about
issues affecting the newcomer.

FACILITATOR TRAINING

Matt Leiningher from the Study Circle Resource Center will conduct facilitator training:
Feb. 2, 5 - 8:30 p.m., College of St Catherine, St. Joseph’s Hall, Room 323

Feb. 3, 4:30 - 8:00 p.m., Rochester

Feb. 4, 10 - 2:00 p.m., Willmar

(Further information about locations and directions will follow.)

LEARNING OPPORTUNITY J

A screening of “Well Founded Fear,” a PBS/POV documentary about the political asylum process in the U.S.
January 10, 2000, 4:30 - 6:30 p.m., Sabathani Center, 310 East 38" Street in Minneapolis. Reserve a space by calling 612-
672-3852.

CONTACT

League of Women Voters of Minnesota Susan Anderson Janet Gendler

Education Fund Project Director LWVMN Board of Directors
550 Rice Street 612/331-1117 Project Chair

St. Paul, MN 55103 612/331-1912 (Fax) 612/920-3567

0651/224-5445 susan331 @aol.com jhgendler@aol.com
651/290-2145 (Fax) (On vacation January 2

Ilwvmn@mtn.org through 9, 2000.)

http://www.lwvmn.org
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Responding to immigration...

League initiates community conversations

by Janet Gendler

A record 8,977 immigrants came to Minnesota directly
from their native countries in 1996 (Minnesota
Planning publication). Many of these were refugees--
more than forty percent of Minnesota's immigrants that
year--from places such as the former Soviet Union,
Somalia, Sudan, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Cameroon, and
Southeast Asian countries. In addition, Minnesota's
economy is strong at this time, and immigrants are
attracted to a welcoming job market.

Their integration into the communities in which they
settle, however, has not always been smooth. In
response to this development, LWVMNEF is beginning
a two-year project to focus community discussions state
wide on immigration and the accompanying issues of
race, jobs, housing, language differences, and
education.

Study Circles

This project will use Study Circles, a process for small-
group deliberation developed in 1990 as a project of the
Topsfield Foundation, a nonprofit, nonpartisan
foundation whose goal is to improve the quality of
public life in the United States.

Groups of 8-12 people representing a cross-section of
their communities will meet to discuss immigration and
how it affects their community, to get to know one
another, to consider different points of view, and
suggest solutions for problems. They may use
discussion materials and a guide developed in
cooperation with the Study Circle Resource Center to
help focus serious and broad public conversation
among conservative and liberal voices, uninformed but
interested citizens, service veterans, those who lived
here originally, recent immigrants, community leaders,
and other folks.

Pilot programs

Pilot programs are planned for May and early fall with
a target of 1,000 participants in 100 study circles

throughout the state during January, 2000. During this
month each study circle would meet four or five times,

with an ultimate outcome of an action plan for the
group.

Study Circles have been used successfully in
Oklahoma, where the League of Women Voters and
several other organizations initiated a study circle
program on criminal justice and corrections called
"Balancing Justice."

Over 1,000 citizens joined judges, sheriffs, and
legislators in deliberation about how to handle the
challenges of skyrocketing corrections costs and falling
public confidence in the judicial system. Over 50 state
and local civic organizations and churches co-
sponsored the project with study circles in 13
communities. A bill enacted into law a month after the
study circles were completed upheld the two major
policy themes identified by the study circle participants.

The LWVMNEF will be the lead sponsor of this project
in Minnesota. A League steering committee of
Executive Director Sally Sawyer, President Judy Duffy,
Development Director Andrea Lex, and Board Member
Janet Gendler joined Harry Boyte of the University of
Minnesota Humphrey Institute and Nan Kari of the Jane
Addams School for Democracy in St. Paul to plan.

A seed grant from the law firm of Siegal, Brill,
Greupner, Duffy & Foster PA has enabled the League
to hire a project director, Janna Wallin Haug.
Currently, this core group is working to form
partnerships with community organizations for the
Study Circles project.

Information at Convention

The Study Circles on Immigration is a separate
initiative from whatever traditional two-year study
delegates to the LWV State Convention may choose in
April. Two workshops at the Convention on April 17
will give participants a chance to ask questions about
Study Circles. Local Leagues will have an opportunity
to take leadership roles in this project, and individual
members can and should participate.

Janet Gendler was Co-Chair of the just-completed
Election of Judges Study. She has been Vice-President,
Community Services, for the Minneapolis League.

This article first appeared in the League of Women Voters of Minnesota Newsletter, Vorer, in March, 1999.




Changing Faces, Changing Communities
Community Circles on Immigration in Minnesota
League of Women Voters of Minnesota Education Fund

Changing Faces, Changing Communities will focus on immigration and diversity in Minnesota
using Community Circles, a process for small-group deliberation developed in 1990

by the Topsfield Foundation of Connecticut, a nonprofit, nonpartisan foundation whose goal is to
improve the quality of life in the United States. The Study Circle Resource Center (started by
the Topsfield Foundation) is providing the League of Women Voters of Minnesota Education
Fund (LWVMNEF) with in-kind contributions of advice, training and materials.

The purpose of the project is to initiate discussion on immigration and diversity, and all of the
accompanying issues, such as jobs, housing, schools and language differences. The Community
Circles will bring a broad-based group of individuals and opinion leaders together in face-to-face
discussions on immigration and how it affects their communities.

One pilot program has taken place and another is planned for this fall in a rural community.
Community Circles will be held in February and March 2000, with a target of 1,000 participants
in 100 Community Circles throughout the state. Each Community Circle of 8-12 people will
meet five times, with an outcome of an action plan appropriate for their community. In May
2000, the League will prepare a final report.

Specific goals of the Community Circles include:

¢ Participants will represent a cross-section of our society, including people from all ethnic,
socioeconomic, political, religious and citizenship-status backgrounds.
Participants will develop a better understanding of each other and build trust in each other.
Participants will bring their own values to the Community Circles, and will speak from their
perspective of values. If they come and only want to listen, then that would be respected.
Participants will leave feeling empowered, valued and important.
Participants may take action, whether this is in the form of starting a support group, setting
up a cultural center or an after-school program, developing curriculum or educational
materials, or influencing state or local policy. Public policy action that participants
undertake may include employment and/or housing initiatives; small business loans for
immigrants and people of diverse backgrounds; and policies against discrimination in any
context.
Communities will recognize and value the cultural and economic contributions of immigrant
groups.

The League views this project as an opportunity to form strong coalitions with many area
organizations working with immigration and diversity. LWVMNEF has formed or is in the
process of forming coalitions with the Center for Democracy and Citizenship at the Humphrey
Institute of Public Affairs, the Jane Addams School for Democracy, the Refugee and Immigrant
Programs of the Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights, the Chicano and Latino Affairs
Council, the Council on Black Minnesotans, the Indian Affairs Council, Neighborhood House,
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW), the St. Paul Pioneer Press, the Minneapolis Star Tribune,
KTCA-TV, Minnesota Public Radio, Minnesota Extension Service, Minnesota Chamber of
Commerce, Minnesota Council of Churches, the College of St. Catherine, the League of




Minnesota Cities, the Citizen’s League, the Education and Housing Equity Project, and the
Center of the American Experiment, as well as Asian and Asian Pacific organizations.

By forming these partnerships, the League will be able to focus serious and broad public
conversation among conservative and liberal voices, uninformed but interested citizens, service
veterans, those who lived here originally, recent immigrants and others.

Minnesota leads the United States in taking in refugees. According to PopBites, Trends in
International Migration to Minnesota Continue, published by Minnesota Planning, refugees
made up 42.2 percent of all Minnesota immigrants in 1996. Many have come from the former
Soviet Union, Somalia, Sudan, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Cameroon and Southeast Asian countries.
The majority of immigrants in Minnesota are from Southeast Asia. In 1996, there were 4,163
immigrants from Asia with more than half, 2,445, coming from Southeast Asian countries.

Church programs and human services offered in our state are attractive to immigrants, especially
refugees seeking asylum. Immigrants tend to settle in places where friends, family members and
others from their countries have settled, thus Minnesota is facing a migration of Hmong people
from the West Coast. We are now experiencing an influx of immigrants from the former
Yugoslavia. Many newcomers in Minnesota seek employment in the food processing and
manufacturing, often located in towns of 35,000 or less.

For evaluation and assessment, the steering committee has proposed that all Community Circle
participants complete a pre- and post-Community Circle survey. Upon completion of the project,
there will be internal and external evaluations conducted by the steering committee as well as
partnering organizations. Community opinion leaders will also be surveyed before and after the
Community Circles take place. Once the Community Circles are completed, these opinion
leaders will be asked questions along such lines as to whether they see a difference in attitudes in
their communities. The impact on the individuals who go through the Community Circles and
the impact on the larger community will be assessed.

Community Circles have been used successfully in Oklahoma, where the League of Women
Voters and several other organizations initiated a Community Circle program on criminal justice
and corrections called Balancing Justice. Over 1,000 citizens joined judges, sheriffs and
legislators in deliberation about how to handle the challenges of skyrocketing corrections costs
and falling public confidence in the judicial system. Over 50 state and local civic organizations
and churches co-sponsored the project with Community Circles in 13 communities. A bill
enacted into law a month after the Community Circles were completed upheld the two major
policy themes identified by the Community Circle participants.

Successful government depends upon how well we use our power as native-born citizens,
brand-new citizens, or just-arrived immigrants in creating ways to work together. This project
will help all Minnesotans use their power as citizens to work for a better Minnesota. The
perspectives of new immigrants on issues such as family, community and educational policies are
fresh resources that we should tap. As new arrivals define how they contribute to their
communities and what it means to become an American, we can rediscover what it means to

be an American and how lucky we are to be living in a democracy. We want to use a broad
framework for these discussions so that when the participants and all Minnesotans “‘imagine
America,” we can move from a “we — they” stance to one that reflects a diverse “we.”
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: October 26, 1999

: Bob Hulteen, Moorhead

: Janet Gendler, Chair

e: “Changing Faces, Changing Communities,” community circles on
immigration sponsored by the League of Women Voters of Minnesota
Education Fund

The application deadline for the Community Circles Project has been extended
to October 15, 1999. We encourage you to submit your proposals and to also
look for money from community sources.

The following memo was sent to League presidents in June:

Are you looking for increased visibility in your community? Do you want to
learn about a new tool for addressing an important public policy issue? Are
you interested in a new way to add to community life and perhaps to recruit
new members in the process? Are you interested in cooperating with other
Leagues in your area on an interesting local issue with regional as well as
statewide implications?

If so, you're invited to participate in "Changing Faces, Changing
Communities," a community circles project on immigration sponsored by the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota Education Fund.

Community Circles are a means of small-group deliberation developed in 1990
as a project of the Topsfield Foundation, a nonprofit nonpartisan foundation
whose goal is to improve the quality of public life in the United States.

For the Minnesota project, groups of 8 - 12 people representing a

cross-section of their communities will meet to discuss immigration and how

it affects their community, to get to know one another, to consider different
points of view, and suggest solutions for problems. They will use a

discussion guide which was developed in cooperation

with the SCRC by a committee led by the LWVMN to help focus serious and
broad

public conversation among a range of voices: conservative and liberal; young,
middle-aged, old; new and not-so-new immigrants as well as Native Americans;
leaders as well as followers; skeptics and believers.

The LWVMNEEF is the lead sponsor of this project in Minnesota. Local
government, community organizations, church groups, ethnic groups, and media




organizations serve as members of the steering committee and as coalition
partners.

What will the LWVMN provide participating communities? All participating
Leagues will receive organizer and facilitator training; assistance in
connecting with diverse populations; easy-to-use, tested discussion guides
for facilitators and participants; and general on-going support.

In addition, communities may apply for a grant which would help cover the
cost of a project coordinator, child care, refreshments, transportation, room
rental, translators (if needed), publicity and advertising; office costs;

costs for rental of audio/video equipment, or other miscellaneous costs
incurred by communities..

If you are interested in participating in this Community Circles project,
please return the enclosed application by October 15, 1999. If you have
questions, please call project chair Janet Gendler (tel:612-920-3567 ) or
project director Susan Anderson (tel:612-331-1117).




Grant Application and Agreement
APPLICATION

Name of community

Person responsible for this application

Name Phone

Address

E-mail

Community/Communities which will be involved in the project

Amount requested as grant stipend $

(Attach a separate page with a description of the grant request and budget
line items.)

If awarded a grant, I, , fully understand and agree
that this money may in no way be used to further any League activities that
advance or promote membership programs or advocacy programs or issues.

One half of the grant will be distributed upon approval of the grant

application in January 2000. The next 45% will be distributed when the
community circles convene in mid-February/early March and the final 5% will
be awarded upon submission of the financial report.

Signature Date:

Please submit this application no later than Octoberl5, 1999 to: Janet
Gendler, Project Chair, "Changing Faces, Changing Communities," LWVMNEF, 550
Rice Street, St. Paul, MN 55103

Please call Janet Gendler, project chair (tel: 612-920-3567) or Susan
Anderson, project director (tel: 612-331-1117) with questions or requests for
assistance.




AGREEMENT
The local League/grant recipient will:

designate at least one individual to participate in a training workshop
sponsored by the League of Women Voters of Minnesota Education Fund.

organize at least one community circle® consisting of eight to twelve
individuals representing a broad range of people from the community who will
meet once a week for five weeks from mid-February to late March 2000.
(Community circles must be held by April 2000.)

devote special attention to bringing together as diverse a group as possible,
i.e., old immigrants and new, Native Americans (if appropriate in the given
community), a variety of religious and political views, old and young,
business people, local government officials, unemployed etc.

assist in identifying a facilitator for each community circle organized.

arrange for room rental, refreshments, and childcare, transportation,
translators as needed for each community circle.

contact local print and broadcast media to arrange for coverage of the
community circles and/or to encourage other news articles or editorials
related to the topics to be addressed by the community circle(s)

communicate regularly with the "Changing Faces, Changing Communities" project
chair and/or project director.

at the end of the project, submit receipts and invoices and prepare a final
report documenting the expenditures included in the grant request.
The League of Women Voters of Minnesota Education Fund will provide:

organizer and facilitator training for each participating community (at a
location and time to be determined)

discussion guides for community circle facilitators and participants

assistance in connecting with diverse populations in participating communities
general on-going support and counsel

timely payment of all grant requests

* Each local organizer is committed to establishing at least one community

circle but may form as many as ten circles (or more) depending on the level
of interest in the respective community.




Changing Faces, Changing Communities

Community Circles on Immigration in Minnesota
The League of Women Voters of Minnesota Education Fund (LWVMNEF)

Budget Per Community Amount Requested

Project Coordinator/Manager
Publicity and Advertising

Room Rental

Facilitator honorarium

Office costs

Refreshments

Rental of audio/video equipment
Travel

Child Care

Translators

Other

Please note that we have a limited amount of available grant money . Whenever possible

please use donated space, child care etc. and remember you may have money available in
your LWVMNEF account (form included)




League of Women Voters of Minnesota Education Fund Form A-2 March, 1998

LOCAL LEAGUE APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL TO DO A PROJECT#*

LWVMNEF From: LWV of
550 Rice Street

St. Paul, MN 55103
651/224-5445 Address
Fax: 651/290-2145

lwvmn@mtn.org

Name/Treasurer:

Phone:

Date:

Who is responsible for the project? Portfolio

Title and Date of the Project:

*Please note: this application must be submitted at least three weeks before the project is begun.

Type of Project:

Conference Attendance

Publication

Meeting to Education the Public on an Issue
Candidate Forum

Vorer Reimbursement

Other (please specify: )

Note: Publication applications should include contents, authors, timetable and distribution. Meeting applications
should include the planning committee, participants, program and materials. For applications to distribute publications
other than LWVMNEEF, include a sample copy and the distribution plan. For Voter reimbursement, calculate the
percentage of column inches devoted to citizen education and voter service.

Purpose of the Project: (Why are you doing this project? What is the need in the community?)

Details of the Project (please be specific):

Who is the project designed to serve? Who will benefit from the project?

Project Budget: (Basic Outline)
Income Expenses
$ in your Ed Fund Account $ Total

S to be raised

Date of Local League Board Approval:
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Susan331@aol.com <Susan331@aol.com>
To: JHGendler@aol.com <JHGendler@aol.com>
Cc: lwvmn@ mtn.org <lwvmn@mtn.org>
Date:  Tuesday, June 22, 1999 8:29 AM
Subject: Cover sheet for discussion guides, and Strg com. Summary

Hi Jessica,

Please ask Sally to review rough draft of summary and check for
ommissions, etc. and to approve or disapprove of cover letter for discussion
guide.

STEERING COMMITTEE SUMMARY - JUNE 21,1999 12 NOON TO 2PM

Attendance: Susan Anderson, Project Director; Therese Gales, Mn. Advocates
for Human Rights; Janet Gendler, Chair; Jana Haug, outgoing Project

Director; Maria Hanson, Extension: Nan Kari, College of St. Catherine;

Andrea Lex, Development and Communications Director LWVMN; Lucia Orcutt,
Extension, U of M; Sally Sawyer Executive director LWVMN; Sara Taylor,
Ramsey Co.; Joel Wurl, Immigration History Resource Center; Steve Young,
Center of the American Experiment

FUNDING UPDATE: Total requested to date - $219,500. Total received 17,000.
Total refused - $75,000. Total pending - $127,500. Budget is $140,000.
Details available on attached sheet.

DISCUSSION GUIDE COMMITTEE REPORT: - Therese Gales

REVISIONS: Based on the pilot project there were suggestions for

facilitators, and suggestions for discussion guide revisions . Harry Boyte

has rewritten Session 4. Jana gathered the feedback and amended sessions 1-3
and session 5.

Sawyer pointed out that she was pleased with the product so far but was
concerned that we were a homogeneous group and not everyones' voice had been
heard. Members of the discussion guide sub committee in attendance will each

be mailed discussion guides and will then distribute them to a more diverse

group for feedback.

COST: Anderson received a bid from Kinkos and will seek a bid for

printing as well as talk to Study Circle Resource Center to see if they can

help with any of the formatting or printing.

Jana pointed out that attachments had not been decided on and that

would add to the cost of printing or copying.

It is hoped that we can have a draft ready for the October pilot and

make final revisions after the results of that pilot are in.

NEXT MEETING OF DISCUSSION GUIDE COMMITTEE IS; July 14, 9am to 11am

TIMELINE:
The Fall Pilot Project had been scheduled for November. Itis 5

6/22/99
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sessions and will not fit into the month of November without using the week
of Thanksgiving. Pilot Project is slated to start the week of October 11th
or October 18th.

SITE RECRUITMENT:

The discussion centered around the location of the Pilot Project.

There had previously been discussion of two pilots - a metro and a non-metro
site. It was also suggested that we review the reasons for having a pilot
project - is it necessary?

Decision: A Pilot Project is necessary to answer the following questions:

1. Do the materials work?

2. How do we form a diverse coalition in a small community as well as a
metropolitan area?

3. How do we get a 5 week commitment from study circle participants?

4. Transportation, translators, child care, location, food - what is needed

and how much?

5. ldentify other unforseen problems.

6. Would this work in your community?

Maria Hanson from Mary Ann Hendersen's office reported that pilots could
take place in 4 communities that were currently ready for a study circle
project; these are Nobles County - Worthington, Wantonwan County - Madelia
and St. James and Blooming Prarie. The League asked for a written proposal
and suggested that they might use or test drive the discussion guide draft

now available but that human and monetary resources probably wouldn't allow
us to do more than one pilot project.

Steve Young suggested we try hard to include people from all religious
perspectives, local political leaders - but not nec. those running for

office, people from Rotary, Lions, people who are apathetic and not usually
heard from, students ala history teachers or mock debate program .

Other ideas thought to be key were a pilot project site should have a solid
infrastructure be it LWV or extension and that the community might draw from
surrounding communities and therefore be ambassadors for their own local
projects.

MEMO:

TO: DISCUSSION GUIDE REVIEWER
Name:

Address:

Phone Number:

Email:

FROM: Susan Anderson, Project Director

LWVMN Study Circles Project -

Changing Faces, Changing Communities

Address: 135 Orlin Ave. SE, Minneapolis, Mn 55414

6/22/99
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Phone 612-331-1117
Email: susan331@aol.com

Thank you in advance for being willing to take the time to read and think
about the questions asked in this very important dialogue about immigration
and its' affect on our communities. We are hoping that every voice will be
heard and that every point of view will be represented

Please review the discussion guide with the following questions in mind:

1.Do you find a view that you can agree with? If not what is missing?

2. Are the questions open ended? Do the questions allow you to draw your own
conclusions?

3. Are the questions balanced?

4. Are there questions that are useful and meaningful to youth?

5. Are there questions that are useful and meaningful to people of all ages,
ethnic, economic, religious and political backgrounds?

6. Would this work in your community?

All feedback is welcomed and will be considered when the next draft is
written. The next draft will be used in the fall pilot project and a final
version will be ready for the study circles which will take place in February
and March of 2000.

Hi Jessica - the above memo should be oked by Sally and then should be paper
clipped to the front of each study guide. | also will email a draft summary

of yesterdays meeting so Sally can comment and suggest additions and
deletions.

A packet of 3 should go to Lucia Orcutt
U. Of M. Extension Service

340 Coffey Hall

1420 Eckles Ave.

St. Paul, Mn 55108

A packet of 4 should go to Sara Taylor
Office of Diversity Programs

50 W. Kellogg Blvd. Suite 913

St. Paul, Mn. 55102

6/22/99




A packet of 3 should go to Therese Gales
Refugee and Immigrant Program

MN Advocates for Human Rights

310 4th Ave. S., Suite 1000

Minneapolis, MN. 55415

and a packet should be mailed out to each of the following individuals:
Kent Kaiser 800 tenccdrewan w0 H#H18

ST.PaLLL . $S113

Joe Day, Indian Affairs Council
1450 Energy Park Dr. Suite 140
St. Paul, MN. 55108

ar1or

[ OUNO
? ET® >

" Betty King : S Ar D\
Council on Black Minnesotans .
Wright Building 13\ e SE LG
2233 University Ave. | g g)o
St. Paul, Mn. 55114 ST

Hector Garcia

National Conference for Community and Justice
Iris Park Place,Suite 55

1885 University Ave.

St. Paul, Mn.55104

Thanks - Susan

6/22/99
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Changing Faces, Changing Communities
Community Discussion Circles on Immigration in Minnesota
League of Women Voters of Minnesota Education Fund Project
Pilot Event Outcomes

Pilot Description

On the morning of May 18th, 1999, approximately 60 community members gathered at the
Minnesota State Office Building to participate in a pilot event for Changing Faces, Changing
Communities Community Circles on Immigration in Minnesota. The pilot event was designed
to demonstrate and test some of the questions that will be used by Community Circles meeting
statewide in the spring of 2000 focusing on immigration.

Questions addressed during the pilot included: What does it mean to be an American? What
impact does immigration have on language, culture, the workplace and marketplace? And

what does it mean to be a citizen? Participants in the two-hour session included project steering
committee members, representatives of a broad range of community groups, youth involved in
the Public Achievement program at Humboldt High School in St. Paul, media representatives,
and members of the League of Women Voters.

Participants met in small groups in order to facilitate deeper discussion and evaluation of
particular chapters and questions of the proposed study guide. During the first half of the small
group sessions, each group was involved in an activity designed to make group members more

familiar and comfortable with one another and to set the stage for further discussion. Each
individual brought a story or something tangible to share with members of their group, such as
a photo, newspaper clipping, family curio, fabric, tool, art object, -- something that expressed
an important aspect of their heritage, or of becoming or being American. Each group was
allowed 45 minutes to complete this activity.

After a brief break, participants reconvened in small groups for the second part of the pilot that
ran a full hour. At this time, each of the groups was assigned a separate chapter of the study
guide. These sessions were challenging because participants were not only trying to get a sense
of how a Community Circle works, they were also asked to evaluate and react to the particular
chapter to which they had been assigned.

In order to do this, the groups spent up to 45 minutes on the particular questions or views laid-
out in each chapter. The facilitators then spent the last 15 minutes guiding participants through
a discussion of their views on the usefulness and quality of the questions, activities and views
outlined in each chapter.

The pilot closed with a session in which all participants were invited to reconvene in a large
group to discuss the various outcomes in the individual sessions. The responsibility for reporting
on each of the groups rested with a pre-assigned group reporter. However, facilitators and others
who wished to remain for this session were encouraged to offer comments and insights on the
group dynamics and reactions to the discussion guide.




Pilot Outcomes

Generally, it was felt that the opening exercise was effective in introducing participants to

one another and establishing a sense of community. This was important since this sense of
community had to be set very quickly given the abridged nature of the pilot. Ordinarily,
Community Circle participants would have five weeks to become acquainted with one another.

The high school students were felt to be an exceptionally important element of the pilot. Their
stories were brief, but very moving. The intergenerational aspect of their participation is very
valuable and youth should be strongly encouraged to participate in all communities in which
Community Circles will be held. Organizers and facilitators should think carefully about how
to fully engage young participants, and how to intentionally draw them into the discussion as
soon as possible. The discussion guide should also include views and questions that reflect
young people’s questions and concerns.

While careful consideration was given to bringing together as diverse a group as possible for

the pilot, participants felt the groups could have been still more varied in terms of ethnic back-
grounds. Also, the pilot participants could have been even more varied in their political views.
Bringing together individuals who already share common views can be interesting and engaging,
but does not lead to the tough discussions that must take place in communities that are deeply
divided on issues surrounding immigration and diversity.

There were several tips for facilitators. These included: the need to keep two or three individuals
from dominating the discussion; the need to repeat the questions several times in order to keep
the group focused; and the recommendation that facilitators ask questions in a variety of ways in
order to elicit responses and discussion that addresses ideas and underlying assumptions that are
not always obvious or even included in the discussion guide.

It is nearly impossible to include every single view, assumption or fact on a given subject in

the discussion guide. However, through a combination of open-ended questions, examples,

and supplementary materials, facilitators should be able to lead participants through a discussion
that is focused while also representing a broad range of opinions and views.

The final chapter of the discussion guide will be entitled “What kind of Minnesota do we want
to build?” This session will raise the basic questions of where do we go from here? What kind
of Minnesota do we want for ourselves? For our children? What ideas do we have for action in
our respective communities? And how, given an alternate view of citizenship, do we respond or
contribute? While this chapter will be focused almost entirely on ideas for action by individuals,
at the community, state and federal levels, some participants felt the discussion on action ideas
shouldn’t wait until the final session but should be integrated through the entire five-week series.

Participants also raised questions as to whether or not there are plans to publish the discussion
guide in other languages and/or to use translators. Organizers plan to encourage the use of
translators in communities where they are needed. However, the cost of translating the entire
discussion guide into more than one language might be prohibitive.




Changing Faces, Changing Communities
Community Circles on Immigration in Minnesota
League of Women Voters of Minnesota Education Fund

Changing Faces, Changing Communities will focus on immigration and diversity in Minnesota
using Community Circles, a process for small-group deliberation developed in 1990

by the Topsfield Foundation of Connecticut, a nonprofit, nonpartisan foundation whose goal is to
improve the quality of life in the United States. The Study Circle Resource Center (started by
the Topsfield Foundation) is providing the League of Women Voters of Minnesota Education
Fund (LWVMNEF) with in-kind contributions of advice, training and materials.

The purpose of the project is to initiate discussion on immigration and diversity, and all of the
accompanying issues, such as jobs, housing, schools and language differences. The Community
Circles will bring a broad-based group of individuals and opinion leaders together in face-to-face
discussions on immigration and how it affects their communities.

One pilot program has taken place and another is planned for this fall in a rural community.
Community Circles will be held in February and March 2000, with a target of 1,000 participants
in 100 Community Circles throughout the state. Each Community Circle of 8-12 people will
meet five times, with an outcome of an action plan appropriate for their community. In May
2000, the League will prepare a final report.

Specific goals of the Community Circles include:

Participants will represent a cross-section of our society, including people from all ethnic,
socioeconomic, political, religious and citizenship-status backgrounds.

Participants will develop a better understanding of each other and build trust in each other.
Participants will bring their own values to the Community Circles, and will speak from their
perspective of values. If they come and only want to listen, then that would be respected.
Participants will leave feeling empowered, valued and important.

Participants may take action, whether this is in the form of starting a support group, setting
up a cultural center or an after-school program, developing curriculum or educational
materials, or influencing state or local policy. Public policy action that participants
undertake may include employment and/or housing initiatives; small business loans for
immigrants and people of diverse backgrounds; and policies against discrimination in any
context.

Communities will recognize and value the cultural and economic contributions of immigrant
groups.

The League views this project as an opportunity to form strong coalitions with many area
organizations working with immigration and diversity. LWVMNEF has formed or is in the
process of forming coalitions with the Center for Democracy and Citizenship at the Humphrey
Institute of Public Affairs, the Jane Addams School for Democracy, the Refugee and Immigrant
Programs of the Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights, the Chicano and Latino Affairs
Council, the Council on Black Minnesotans, the Indian Affairs Council, Neighborhood House,
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW), the St. Paul Pioneer Press, the Minneapolis Star Tribune,
KTCA-TV, Minnesota Public Radio, Minnesota Extension Service, Minnesota Chamber of
Commerce, Minnesota Council of Churches, the College of St. Catherine, the League of




Minnesota Cities, the Citizen’s League, the Education and Housing Equity Project, and the
Center of the American Experiment, as well as Asian and Asian Pacific organizations.

By forming these partnerships, the League will be able to focus serious and broad public
conversation among conservative and liberal voices, uninformed but interested citizens, service
veterans, those who lived here originally, recent immigrants and others.

Minnesota leads the United States in taking in refugees. According to PopBites, Trends in
International Migration to Minnesota Continue, published by Minnesota Planning, refugees
made up 42.2 percent of all Minnesota immigrants in 1996. Many have come from the former
Soviet Union, Somalia, Sudan, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Cameroon and Southeast Asian countries.
The majority of immigrants in Minnesota are from Southeast Asia. In 1996, there were 4,163
immigrants from Asia with more than half, 2,445, coming from Southeast Asian countries.

Church programs and human services offered in our state are attractive to immigrants, especially
refugees seeking asylum. Immigrants tend to settle in places where friends, family members and
others from their countries have settled, thus Minnesota is facing a migration of Hmong people
from the West Coast. We are now experiencing an influx of immigrants from the former
Yugoslavia. Many newcomers in Minnesota seek employment in the food processing and
manufacturing, often located in towns of 35,000 or less.

For evaluation and assessment, the steering committee has proposed that all Community Circle
participants complete a pre- and post-Community Circle survey. Upon completion of the project,
there will be internal and external evaluations conducted by the steering committee as well as
partnering organizations. Community opinion leaders will also be surveyed before and after the
Community Circles take place. Once the Community Circles are completed, these opinion
leaders will be asked questions along such lines as to whether they see a difference in attitudes in
their communities. The impact on the individuals who go through the Community Circles and
the impact on the larger community will be assessed.

Community Circles have been used successfully in Oklahoma, where the League of Women
Voters and several other organizations initiated a Community Circle program on criminal justice
and corrections called Balancing Justice. Over 1,000 citizens joined judges, sheriffs and
legislators in deliberation about how to handle the challenges of skyrocketing corrections costs
and falling public confidence in the judicial system. Over 50 state and local civic organizations
and churches co-sponsored the project with Community Circles in 13 communities. A bill
enacted into law a month after the Community Circles were completed upheld the two major
policy themes identified by the Community Circle participants.

Successful government depends upon how well we use our power as native-born citizens,
brand-new citizens, or just-arrived immigrants in creating ways to work together. This project
will help all Minnesotans use their power as citizens to work for a better Minnesota. The
perspectives of new immigrants on issues such as family, community and educational policies
are fresh resources that we should tap. As new arrivals define how they contribute to their
communities and what it means to become an American, we can rediscover what it means to
be an American and how lucky we are to be living in a democracy. We want to use a broad
framework for these discussions so that when the participants and all Minnesotans “imagine
America,” we can move from a “we — they” stance to one that reflects a diverse “we.”
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May 5, 2000

«FNAME» «LNAME»
«ORGANIZATION»
«ADDRESS_1»
«ADDRESS _2»

«CITY», ((STATE)) «ZIP»

Dear «FNAMEp»,

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota would like to thank you for your
participation in the Changing Faces Changing Communities Action Forum that
was held last Saturday, April 29, 2000. We have heard from many participants
that your presence was important to the process.

You were there to hear what seventeen Minnesota communities had to say about
the impact of immigration on their communities and to further your understanding
of the challenges that the immigrant families face. You were also able to offer
suggestions and possible solutions to the problems they identified.

We apologize for the length of the first session and hope this did not
inconvenience you. We hope that you were able to have significant interaction
with the participants during the small group discussion and during the short break
between the sessions.

The League of Women Voters would appreciate your feedback on the process and
on the possible action that could come from the challenges that were identified.
Please feel free to send comments to Susan Anderson, Project Director at the
contact numbers listed below.

‘We will be mailing you a final report not later than July 1, 2000. Thanks again for
_your participation.

Sincerely,

Janet Gendler
Project Chair

Susan Anderson
Project Director

135 Orlin Avenue SE
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612/331-1117

susan331 @aol.com
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"Hadley -

Kenosi

 [Kutty

Phil
Dick
Paxyinz_
Ron

Laura

Little

Lewenstein

Ly Foung

‘|HESO

International Institute

HUD

Common Bond

MN Ho_using Finance Agency
Get Héadyf )

MN Deparment of Human Rights_

1694 Como Avenue
2205 2nd Street S
intro -

328 Kellogg Blvd West
400 Sibley

2746 Fremont Ave S

International l-r-:stitute

MN Office Citizen Volunteer Servic

e

1694 Conohoe

117 University Avenue

MN Trade & Economic Developme

fol S

500 Metro Sq uare

MN Advocates for Human Rights

310 4th Ave S.

1121 7th Place East

En;Corps of Engineers (59‘1_90 E 5th Street, #700

| -

ISuite 300

St. Paul iMN [55104
Minneapolis  [MN 55404
|st. Paul  |MN
Ist. Paul !MN
|St. Paul |MN
iMN

AT
|AT
55101 |at
55102
55101

[Minneapolis 55408 |AT

#1000

[MN Dept. of Human Services

MHFA
Center for 4H Youth Development

Hgme_pin Cty Medical Center

1910 Bohland Avenue

Flefug_ee Services Sections
400 Sibley Street
U of M Gateway

)
[200 Oak Street Suite 270 |Minneapolis  |MN i55453 '|'AT

444 Layfayette Road

330 S 12 Street

Suite 340

1450_Energy Park Drive

EHEP

Augsbdrg Colleg?a CB 185

MN Housing Finance Agency

Melnick

MLC
SMRLS

kate

Moccio

AlILA

Neng Mocia

[Newinski

|oFallon

Orcutt

Pearson

Lennifer
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400 Sibley Street
756 Transfer Road

300 Minnesota éﬁm_g

Suite 300

Suite 350

2211 Riverside Avenue

~ |Minneapolis

l55408 |AT
(AT
AT
AT

MN
!MN
MN
MN

Minneapolis
St. Paul
St. Paul

%'55155
155101
55415
:SLT IMN [s5116
[St. Paul

|st. Paul

|at

[AT

[MN |55155

[MN [s5101 [AT

[Minneapolis  |MN
st. Paul

ls5101 |AT

Minneapolis  |MN

" |46 East 4th Street

115 Valley View Place

Institute for Education & Ad\rocacy

1730 Clifton Place Suite 100

MHFA
MN De:partment of Health
U of M_Gat_eway

ICenter for 4H Youth Develo

!400 Sibley Street

|717 Delaware Street SE

Suite 300
PO Box 9441

Get Ready!
Dept. of Children, Families and Le

arninn

|Prestholdt

MN Advocates for Human Rights

615 Fulton Street SE
1500 Hwy 36 West

1310 4th Ave S

200 Oak St SE #270B

55101 iAT
55114 |AT
55101 |AT
|55419 |AT
55403 AT

St. Paul IMN
Ist.Paul  |MN
St.Paul  |MN
"Minneapc_:ulis_ [MN
IMN
IMN
iMN“

Minneapolis
ISt. Paul 155101 |AT
'Minneapolis [s5440 |AT

Minneapdl-ié_';ﬂﬂ_f\-l' |55453 |AT

|Suite 1000

|Minneapolié " |MN [55455 |AT
[Roseville MN [55113 AT
" |Minneapolis |MN  |55415 |AT

" IMN 55108 AT
|
155454 ‘AT
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FNAME LNAME ORGANIZATION ADDRESS 1 ADDRESS 2 |&= Temy: TAT| ZIP [Circles Contd
Leon Rodrigues Center for 4H, U of M 200 Oak Street SE [ |IMinneapolis MN [55455 |AT

Uanine IRosas ~ |MN Department of Human Rights |Army Corps of Engineers Ce|190 E 5th Street, #700 Ist. Paul IMN 55101 |AT
—— — - - 1 S intrea PRS-

lose Schimming Centro Legal 2575 University Avenue  |Suite 135 st. Paul MN 55114 |AT

Paula |Schwartzbauer Centro Legal 12375 University Ave. W, [#135 st. Paul MN [55114 |AT

Kate |Shaughnessy Local 17 312 Central Avenue ' -  |Minneapolis  [MN [55414 |AT

Frank 'isman ' INS 12901 Metro Drive ' ~ |Bloomington ]M'N 55425 |AT

Elie  |Ulrich Minneapolis Dept. of Health 250 S 4th Street |Suite 510 Minneapolis ~ [MN 55401 |AT

Michelle |vallen MLC 756TransferRoad ' St. Paul [MN [55114 [At

White |Center for Victims of Torture i?1? East River Road ' |Minneapolis  |MN [55455 |AT
|Wilkinson 'Legal Aid Society 2929 4th Avenue South | “Minneapolis |MN |55408 AT

‘Williams 400 Sibley Street Suite 300 ' }St. Paul IMN [55101 |AT

Lee Ann - Minnesota theracy Council ?56 Transfer Road St. Paul ~IMN [s5114 |AT

Maria |\ 11722 Canyon Lane ' “INew Brighton |MN_ [55112 AT

David -T_Zander_ Council on Asian Pacific Minnesot i525 Park [#105 ~|st. Paul |MN 55103 'i;\T__
janc

Mary-Margare;Zindren League of Minnesota Cities [1a5 University Avenue West| St. Paul IMN 55103 |AT
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MINNESOTAEDUCATION FUND

ST. PAUL, MN 55103

PHONE (651) 224-5445 FAX (651) 290-2145

TO: Steering Committee and Coalition members,

Changing Faces, Changing Communities
Janet Gendler, Chair and Susan Anderson, Project Manager
February 9, 2000

RE: Steering Committee Meeting

Note - Change of Date

The next steering committee meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 22
from 12:00 to 1:30 p.m. at the League of Women Voters of Minnesota. The
League office is located in the Minnesota Women’s Building, 550 Rice Street
in St. Paul, just two blocks north of the State Capitol. The meeting will take
place in the large conference room on the lower level of the building. If you
need more detailed instructions, please call the League office at 651-224-5445.

Since the meeting falls during the lunch hour, you can either bring a lunch or
buy a box lunch provided by Café Capitol for $5.75. To confirm your
attendance and to order a box lunch, call Susan Anderson (612-331-1117) or
send an e-mail (susan331@aol.com) by Friday, February 18 at noon.

Please know that you are invited to the State Wide Kickoff events being

held in
St. Paul, and Eden Prairie on February 14.

St. Peter Claver Church

375 North Oxford

5 to 7:30 pm — RSVP encouraged 651-224-5445
and

Atrium of Eden Prairie City Center

8080 Mitchell Rd.

4:30 to 5:30

Proposed meeting agenda for February 22

1) Funding Update

2) Community Circle Update

3) Action Forum

4) Following the Forum? After the Circles: What’s Next?

5) Dates: Action Forum — April 29




Steering Committee Summary
Changing Faces, Changing Communities
League of Women Voters Education Fund
Tuesday, January 18, 2000 -- Noon to 2pm

Attendance: Susan Anderson, Janet Gendler, Jen Kilps, Andrea Lex, Dick Little, Zoe
Nagell, Myrna Nelson, Lucia Orcutt, Kate Parry, Sara Taylor, Joel Wurl.

Announcements and Introductions:
Jen Kilps joins us from The Minnesota Council of Churches. She works with
sponsorship and development of the Refugee Services Program.

Harry Boyte called to inform the Steering Committee of the following:
1. Humphrey Institute Policy Forum - * Immigrants in Minnesota™ on Tuesday,
February 8, 2000, 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. in Cowles Auditorium at the Humphrey Institute
2. “Building Community,” February 8 at 7:00 p.m. at the Wilkins Room of the
Humphrey Institute. Speakers will be the Reverend Rufus Campbell from SPEAC
and Ellen Sushak, State Community Education Coordinator. The speakers will be
followed by an open discussion.
. Web sites that would be interesting to individuals and communities working on this
project: www.publicachievment.org and www.publicwork.org.
. Kate Parry suggested we consider an opportunity to have an online discussion about
Changing Faces, Changing Communities. Janet will investigate this option and work
with Ady Wickstrom, LWVMN webmaster to implement, if feasible.

Funding Update:
Andrea Lex reported that we have received $100,000. Our proposed budget is $140,000.
There are 7 proposals pending.

General Update: Janet Gendler
Communities: New Brighton League of Women Voters is interested in the
community circle project which would bring the number of communities to 18. We
now have commitments from the following 17 communities: Armstrong High School,
Austin, College of St. Catherine, Detroit Lakes/ Pelican Rapids, Eden Prairie, Edina,
Mankato, Marshall, Minneapolis, Northfield, Rochester, St. Cloud, St. Paul, St. Peter,
Wayzata/ Plymouth, Winona, and Willmar. Moorhead is still a possibility, and Jean
Weir from the Northwest Minnesota Foundation is interested in holding Community
Circles in several northern Minnesota communities. We estimate that we could have
as many as 20 communities participating; and as many as 1,000 participants.
Discussion Guide: The discussion guide is at the printers and will be ready to mail
by January 26, 2000.
Evaluation: The evaluation form is finalized. Study Circle Resource Center will set
up the program and analyze the data as it is collected.




Facilitation: Facilitator Training is scheduled for February 2, 3, and 4. A training
entitled Cultural Competency in Facilitation will be offered on February 9 & 11.
We are concerned about the facilitators that will not be able to attend any of the
sessions. It has been suggested to communities that they hold a pre-circle meeting
with facilitators and go over the Discussion Guide, the Facilitator’s Handbook and
discuss the evaluation process and the importance of facilitator neutrality. Lucia
Orcut suggested we could investigate the possibility of ITV using the MNSCU
system. We will do that promptly.

Kickoff: Preparations are close to complete in Eden Prairie, Pelican Rapids and St.
Paul. The date is January 14, 2000. Programming will include immigrant stories,
multicultural entertainers, and a multicultural potluck. We have been working with
SPNN to film the three kickoff events. Our wish is to edit the three shoots and
combine them into one video, which would then be available for cable viewing in the
three communities and in the Metro area.

Action Committee Report: Myrna Nelson
Action Forum:

Date: April 14 or April 29, 1- 5:00 p.m.

Venue: Minnesota History Museum

Program:

1. Welcome to participants, legislators and organizations; overview of
action forum’s purpose
Brief presentation of action steps by members of each community,
perhaps including a visual recording (on flipcharts?)
Breakout into small group discussions focused on particular issues
(i.e., housing, youth, employment, etc. that will be determined before
the forum but, reflecting the communities’ action steps)
Brief presentations by small groups
Brief presentation by an archivist talking about the History Center’s
means of documenting immigrant experiences in Minnesota — and
what people can do to help.
. Time for people to wander the organizational bazaar and the History

Center’s exhibitions (which include one of contemporary photography
and one on Minnesota families) and to eat hors d’oeuvres.
Closing

Now looking into cost for rooms

Investigating possible food donations

Appropriate to ask each organization with a representative on the
steering committee to contribute $50.007

Perhaps, also — the organizations participating in the bazaar?
Advance registration — so we know rough number of participants in
advance

Have a display about the Festival of Nations with sign ups to staff the
Community Circles booth




February 2 - Facilitator Training

February 3 - Facilitator Training

February 4 - Facilitator Training

February 7 - Community Circles start in Edina, some communities will start
February 14 - State Kickoff

April 29 - State Action Forum

Next Meeting — Tuesday February 22, 2000 — 12:00 - 1:30 p.m.

UPDATES:

Communities:

Communities still considering are: New Brighton and possibly some Northwestern
Minnesota Communities via the Northwest Minnesota Foundation.

The following numbers change daily.

As of 2/11/00:

St. Cloud will be having 3 circles in St. Cloud and 1 each in Cold Springs, St. Joseph, and
Sauk Rapids.

Winona is/was planning a circle in St. Charles as well as one in Winona.

Marshall is planning to have 9 circles and they have 80 participants already signed up
St. Paul - 6 circles

Minneapolis - 2

Willmar - 3

Northfield - 7

St. Peter - 3

St. Catherine’s - 2

Armstrong - 3

Austin - 3 - 4

Plymouth/Wayzata - 3 - 4

Eden Prairie - 6

Mankato - 3

Pelican Rapids - 3 - 5

Edina - 3 -4




Facilitators:

Facilitator Training was held in three communities the week of 2/1. Matt Leighninger
from SCRC trained approximately 200 facilitators. The St. Paul League offered cultural
Competency in Facilitation by Elizabeth Campbell the week of 2/7/2000. Elizabeth will
be back on March 11 to offer a support session/debriefing session for facilitators.

Kickoff:

Kickoffs have been held in Edina and in Rochester the week of 2/7/2000. Attendance was
excellent. The statewide kickoff events are planned for February 13 in Pelican Rapids
and February 14 in St. Paul and in Eden Prairie. Call the League office 651-224-5445 if
you would like more information or would like to attend a kickoff event or a series of
community circles.

Action Forum:

Plans are underway. Please come to the Steering Committee meeting
with lists of organizations or people who should be included in the
Action Bazaar. Please have phone numbers and addresses if possible.

Online:

In an effort to include more people in the discussion of immigration and what it means to
be a community citizen, we’re experimenting with an online discussion thread similar to
what community circles will follow:

Participants can respond to the first question at
http://community.twincities.com/realcities/changingfaces

Janet recommends AOL subscribers use Netscape Navigator (or another server) when
participating in the discussion. Use your mouse to increase the size of the window (and

decrease and space).

Other local community organizations may want to take advantage of this new online
community publishing system. Look for it at http://community.twincities.com

Thanks to Janet for setting this up and monitoring it.




Steering Committee and Coalition members,
Changing Faces, Changing Communities

Janet Gendler, Chair and Susan Anderson, Project Manager
January 10, 2000
RE:  Steering Committee Meeting

Note - Change of Date

The next steering committee meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 18
from 12:00 noon to 1:30 p.m. at the League of Women Voters of Minnesota.
The League office is located in the Minnesota Women's Building, 550 Rice
Street in St. Paul, just two blocks north of the State Capitol. The meeting will
take place in the large conference room on the lower level of the building. If
you need more detailed instructions, please call the League office at 651-224-
5445.

Since the meeting falls during the lunch hour, you can either bring a lunch or
buy a box lunch provided by Café Capitol for $5.75. To confirm your
attendance and to order a box lunch, call Susan Anderson (612-331-1117) or
send an e-mail (susan331@aol.com) by Friday, January 14.

Enclosed you will find notes from the steering committee meeting on
December 14. These notes are not minutes but a summary of major discussion
topics and outcomes from this meeting.

Proposed meeting agenda

1) Funding Update
2) Facilitators Needed /Facilitator Training
3) Kickoff plans
4) Action Forum
5) Following the Forum? After the Circles / What’s Next?
6) Dates
Kickoff — February 14, 2000
Facilitator training — February 2, § to 8:30pm — College of St. Catherine
February 3, 4;30 TO 7:30 — Rochester
February 4, 10am TO 2pm - Willmar
February 4, evening -- to be announced
Community Circles — February 17 through March 16
Action Forum — April 29




Steering Committee Summary
Changing Faces, Changing Communities
League of Women Voters Education Fund
Tuesday, December 14 1999 -- Noon to 2pm

Attendance: Susan Anderson, Judy Duffy, Therese Gales, Janet Gendler, Nan Kari,
Myrna Nelson, Kate Parry, Julie Plaut, Sally Sawyer, Joel Wurl and Steve Young.

Announcements: Kate Parry of the St. Paul Pioneer Press announced that they have
received funding from the Knight Ridder Foundation for a poll that will measure the
Minnesota immigrant experience. They will be talking to people recently here from
Somalia, Russia, Central and South America and Southeast Asia. Most of the polling
will take place in the metro area. Results will not be available until after the study circles
are complete.

Nan Kari announced that the Humphrey Institute, HECUA and Jane Addams School for
Demcracy will be sponsoring two public forums on immigration and intergenerational
issues.

Funding Update: Susan reported for Andrea Lex that we have received $98,000. Our
proposed budget is $140,000. There are 7 proposals pending.

Communities On Board: Janet Gendler reports that we now have commitments from the
following 18 communities: Armstrong High School, Austin, College of St. Catherine,
Detroit Lakes/ Pelican Rapids, Eden Prarie, Edina, Mankato, Marshall, Minneapolis,
Northfield, Rochester, St. Cloud, St. Paul, St. Peter, Wayzata/ Plymouth, Winona, and
Willmar. Moorhead is still a possibility, and Jean Weir from the Northwest Minnesota
Foundation is interested in holding Community Circles in several northern Minnesota
communities. We estimate that we could have as many as 20 communities participating;
and as many as 1,000 participants. We will need 200 facilitators. Please be aware of this
and help us locate this precious resource.

Pilots: Willmar has had a positive experience. They have had good attendance (12
people invited with 9 to 15 participants attending each session). They will continue to
meet as a group. They are most interested in how to assist immigrant youth; their
initiatives and action plan are around this issue. They will hold two circles in February/
March; one will be comprised of youth and one will be for adults.

Austin participants will also continue to meet as a group and will hold more circles in
February/ March. They reported some difficulties with attendance and real or perceived
facilitator neutrality.

Discussion Guide: Janet reported that the only suggestions from the pilots regarding the
discussion guide were to add page numbers. We have proofed it and it is now being
formatted. Reliastar will print and have it ready by the end of January.




Evaluation: Based on our experience with the pilots, the Steering Committee felt
positive about the data we were able to glean from our evaluation tool with the exception
of items 3,4,5 and 6. After considerable discussion we decided to consider possible
changes by email or if that fails — we will have another evaluation meeting,.

Kickoff: Current suggestions:
Simultaneous Kickoff events in an urban, suburban and rural area. These are
likely to be Eden Prarie, St. Paul, and Pelican Rapids.
Suggested date is February 14
Suggested format: - Multicultural potluck, with participants speaking briefly
about issues that concern them and their hopes for the community circle
experience.
Also suggested:
Have available copies of St. Paul Pioneer Press from Sunday February 13 which
will talk about this Minnesota conversation as well as the history of immigration
in Minnesota.
Contact the Minnesota Restaurant Association about donation of ethnic foods.
Possibly have reporters there to listen and talk to participants.
Link the communities together with satellite or ISPN technology.
Possibly have a brief few words from a high profile speaker — such as Ventura, or
Nick Coleman.

Action Committee Report: Julie Plaut

1. Trina Alvero is compiling information about organizations that are supporting
immigrants.

2. The following suggestions were made for providing community support.
Enter information about initiatives from other communities on the web.
Provide a mentoring relationship between members of the Steering Committee
and Action Committees state-wide
Make available the model of the LWV Observer Corps

3. Action Forum possibilities:

A. Venue:
Governors Service Day has been changed to later in the summer
International Festival --Joel Wurl will do some investigating this
possibility — but there are a number of reasons why this may not be a good
match.
Program suggestions:
Emphasis should be on the participants, possibly the addition of an action
bazaar, - a booth for each issue -- break out sessions also should be
divided by issue — such as housing, education, health care. If there is a
speaker -- the speech should be short and not detract from the participants.

Further discussion:
A. Venue - History Center (symbolism), Room 15 of the State Capitol (itis a
round room)
B. Date — April 29




. Possible booth at the International Festival — Computer terminal people can
type in their family immigration history

. Include Congressional staff in the invitations

. Suggest an anchor — such as someone from News Night Minesota

Community Circles February 17 to March 16
Kickoff — February 14

Facilitator training —February 3,4 and 5
Action Forum - April 29

Next Meeting — Tuesday January 18, 2000 — 12 noon to 1:30pm

UPDATES:

Evaluation: The Evaluation Committee met by email with the following results:

Based on feedback received from Steve Young and several Evaluation Committee
members as well as considerable help from Scott Stiles of the Study Circle Resource
Center we have a finished product. We will have copies available for anyone who is
interested at the next meeting. Thanks for all the good input on this important part of the
process.

Kickoff: With the help of Bill Hanley from KTCA and Elizabeth Mische from SPNN
we are hoping to uplink the three primary Kickoff sites on February 14.

Our request to have Jesse Ventura speak at the Saint Paul site was denied. We are
working on other options.




Changing Faces Changing Communities
What It Means to Be an American in This Age of Immigration
And Creating a Better Minnesota with Citizen Involvement

League of Women Voters of Minnesota Education Fund

Funds Received:

The Beim Foundation $2.000
Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen Foundation 1,000
McNeely Foundation 5,000
The Medtronic Foundation 10,000
The Minneapolis Foundation 10,000
Otto Bremer Foundation 35,000
ReliaStar Printing In-kind
(Approx. 2,000)

Siegel, Brill, Greupner, Duffy & Foster, P.A. 5,000
The Study Circle Fund/Topsfield Foundation 20,000
Study Circle Fund/Topsfield Foundation

Matching Grant 10,000

TOTAL $100,000 (Approx.)

Funds Pending:

Central Minnesota Community Foundation

St. Cloud $2,500
C.S. Mott Foundation 50,000
Initiative Fund of Southeast and South Central MN

Mankato & St. Peter 2,000
Initiative Fund of Southeast & South Central MN

Northfield 2,000
Initiative Fund of Southeast & South Central MN

Rochester 2,000
Initiative Fund of Southeast & South Central MN

Winona & St. Charles 2,000
International Dairy Queen 2,500
John S. & James L. Knight Foundation 10,000
Southwest Minnesota Foundation

Marshall, Willmar, Worthington 3,000
United Way for St. Paul 5,000
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To:  Steering Committee and Coalition members,
Changing Faces, Changing Communities

Janet Gendler, Chair and Susan Anderson, Project Manager
January 10, 2000
RE: Steering Committee Meeting

Note - Change of Date

The next steering committee meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 18
from 12:00 noon to 1:30 p.m. at the League of Women Voters of Minnesota.
The League office is located in the Minnesota Women’s Building, 550 Rice
Street in St. Paul, just two blocks north of the State Capitol. The meeting will
take place in the large conference room on the lower level of the building. If
you need more detailed instructions, please call the League office at 651-224-
5445.

Since the meeting falls during the lunch hour, you can either bring a lunch or
buy a box lunch provided by Café Capitol for $5.75. To confirm your
attendance and to order a box lunch, call Susan Anderson (612-331-1117) or
send an e-mail (susan331@aol.com) by Friday, January 14.

Enclosed you will find notes from the steering committee meeting on
December 14. These notes are not minutes but a summary of major discussion
topics and outcomes from this meeting.

Proposed meeting agenda

1) Funding Update
2) Facilitators Needed /Facilitator Training
3) Kickoff plans
4) Action Forum
5) Following the Forum? After the Circles / What’s Next?
6) Dates
Kickoff — February 14, 2000
Facilitator training — February 2, 5 to 8:30pm — College of St. Catherine
February 3, 4;30 TO 7:30 — Rochester
February 4, 10am TO 2pm — Willmar
February 4, evening -- to be announced
Community Circles — February 17 through March 16
Action Forum - April 29




Steering Committee Summary
Changing Faces, Changing Communities
League of Women Voters Education Fund
Tuesday, December 14 1999 -- Noon to 2pm

Attendance: Susan Anderson, Judy Duffy, Therese Gales, Janet Gendler, Nan Kari,
Myrna Nelson, Kate Parry, Julie Plaut, Sally Sawyer, Joel Wurl and Steve Young.

Announcements: Kate Parry of the St. Paul Pioneer Press announced that they have
received funding from the Knight Ridder Foundation for a poll that will measure the
Minnesota immigrant experience. They will be talking to people recently here from
Somalia, Russia, Central and South America and Southeast Asia. Most of the polling
will take place in the metro area. Results will not be available until after the study circles
are complete.

Nan Kari announced that the Humphrey Institute, HECUA and Jane Addams School for
Demcracy will be sponsoring two public forums on immigration and intergenerational
issues.

Funding Update: Susan reported for Andrea Lex that we have received $98,000. Our
proposed budget is $140,000. There are 7 proposals pending.

Communities On Board: Janet Gendler reports that we now have commitments from the
following 18 communities: Armstrong High School, Austin, College of St. Catherine,
Detroit Lakes/ Pelican Rapids, Eden Prarie, Edina, Mankato, Marshall, Minneapolis,
Northfield, Rochester, St. Cloud, St. Paul, St. Peter, Wayzata/ Plymouth, Winona, and
Willmar. Moorhead is still a possibility, and Jean Weir from the Northwest Minnesota
Foundation is interested in holding Community Circles in several northern Minnesota
communities. We estimate that we could have as many as 20 communities participating;
and as many as 1,000 participants. We will need 200 facilitators. Please be aware of this
and help us locate this precious resource.

Pilots: Willmar has had a positive experience. They have had good attendance (12
people invited with 9 to 15 participants attending each session). They will continue to
meet as a group. They are most interested in how to assist immigrant youth; their
initiatives and action plan are around this issue. They will hold two circles in February/
March; one will be comprised of youth and one will be for adults.

Austin participants will also continue to meet as a group and will hold more circles in
February/ March. They reported some difficulties with attendance and real or perceived
facilitator neutrality.

Discussion Guide: Janet reported that the only suggestions from the pilots regarding the
discussion guide were to add page numbers. We have proofed it and it is now being
formatted. Reliastar will print and have it ready by the end of January.




Evaluation: Based on our experience with the pilots, the Steering Committee felt
positive about the data we were able to glean from our evaluation tool with the exception
of items 3,4,5 and 6. After considerable discussion we decided to consider possible
changes by email or if that fails — we will have another evaluation meeting.

Kickoff: Current suggestions:
Simultaneous Kickoff events in an urban, suburban and rural area. These are
likely to be Eden Prarie, St. Paul, and Pelican Rapids.
Suggested date is February 14
Suggested format: - Multicultural potluck, with participants speaking briefly
about issues that concern them and their hopes for the community circle
experience.
Also suggested:
Have available copies of St. Paul Pioneer Press from Sunday February 13 which
will talk about this Minnesota conversation as well as the history of immigration
in Minnesota.
Contact the Minnesota Restaurant Association about donation of ethnic foods.
Possibly have reporters there to listen and talk to participants.
Link the communities together with satellite or ISPN technology.
Possibly have a brief few words from a high profile speaker — such as Ventura, or
Nick Coleman.

Action Committee Report: Julie Plaut
1. Trina Alvero is compiling information about organizations that are supporting

immigrants.

2. The following suggestions were made for providing community support.
Enter information about initiatives from other communities on the web.
Provide a mentoring relationship between members of the Steering Committee
and Action Committees state-wide
Make available the model of the LWV Observer Corps

3. Action Forum possibilities:

A. Venue:
Governors Service Day has been changed to later in the summer
International Festival --Joel Wurl will do some investigating this
possibility — but there are a number of reasons why this may not be a good
match.

. Program suggestions:

Emphasis should be on the participants, possibly the addition of an action
bazaar, - a booth for each issue -- break out sessions also should be
divided by issue — such as housing, education, health care. If there is a
speaker -- the speech should be short and not detract from the participants.

Further discussion:
A. Venue - History Center (symbolism), Room 15 of the State Capitol (it is a
round room)
B. Date — April 29




. Possible booth at the International Festival — Computer terminal people can
type in their family immigration history

. Include Congressional staff in the invitations

. Suggest an anchor — such as someone from News Night Minesota

Community Circles February 17 to March 16
Kickoff — February 14

Facilitator training —-February 3,4 and 5
Action Forum — April 29

Next Meeting — Tuesday January 18, 2000 — 12 noon to 1:30pm

UPDATES:

Evaluation: The Evaluation Committee met by email with the following results:

Based on feedback received from Steve Young and several Evaluation Committee
members as well as considerable help from Scott Stiles of the Study Circle Resource
Center we have a finished product. We will have copies available for anyone who is
interested at the next meeting. Thanks for all the good input on this important part of the
process.

Kickoff: With the help of Bill Hanley from KTCA and Elizabeth Mische from SPNN
we are hoping to uplink the three primary kickoff sites on February 14.

Our request to have Jesse Ventura speak at the Saint Paul site was denied. We are
working on other options.




SITE SELECTION (SITE RECRUITMENT POSSIBILITIES AND PRIORITIES)

Bremer is interested in community circles in Willmar*, St. Cloud*, Marshall** , Pelican
Rapids**, Detroit Lakes**, Moorhead, and Cottonwood

Local LWV’S are present in those communities marked with an asterisk (*).
Communities with individual League members are marked with a double asterisk. ( ** ).

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS INTEREST IN COMMUNITY CIRCLES

Committed* Considering

Armstrong High School N. MN Foundation
Austin* New Brighton
Detroit Lakes/Pelican Rapids* Moorhead
Eden Prairie*

Edina *

Mankato*

Marshall

Minneapolis*

Northfield*

Plymouth/Wayzata

Rochester™

St. Catherine’s

St. Cloud*

St. Paul*

St. Peter

Willmar

Winona*

Asterisk indicates proposal has been sent in and funds allocated

1/10/00




Changing Faces Changing Communities
What It Means to Be an American in This Age of Immigration
And Creating a Better Minnesota with Citizen Involvement

League of Women Voters of Minnesota Education Fund

Funds Received:

The Beim Foundation $ 2,000
Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen Foundation 1,000
McNeely Foundation 5,000
The Medtronic Foundation 10,000
The Minneapolis Foundation 10,000
Otto Bremer Foundation 35,000
ReliaStar Printing In-kind
(Approx. 2,000)

Siegel, Brill, Greupner, Duffy & Foster, P.A. 5,000
The Study Circle Fund/Topsfield Foundation 20,000
Study Circle Fund/Topsfield Foundation

Matching Grant 10,000

TOTAL $100,000 (Approx.)
Funds Pending:

Central Minnesota Community Foundation

St. Cloud $ 2,500
C.S. Mott Foundation 50,000
Initiative Fund of Southeast and South Central MN

Mankato & St. Peter 2,000
Initiative Fund of Southeast & South Central MN

Northfield 2,000
Initiative Fund of Southeast & South Central MN

Rochester 2,000
Initiative Fund of Southeast & South Central MN

Winona & St. Charles 2,000
International Dairy Queen 2,500
John S. & James L. Knight Foundation 10,000
Southwest Minnesota Foundation

Marshall, Willmar, Worthington 3,000
United Way for St. Paul 5,000




Date: December 3, 1999
TO:  Steering Committee and Coalition members,
Changing Faces, Changing Communities
FROM: Janet Gendler, Chair and Susan Anderson, Project Manager
RE: December 14 Steering Committee Meeting Note - Change of Date

The next steering committee meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 14
from 12:00 noon to 1:30 p.m. at the League of Women Voters of Minnesota. The
League office is located in the Minnesota Women'’s Building, 550 Rice Street in
St. Paul, just two blocks north of the State Capitol. The meeting will take place in
the large conference room on the lower level of the building. If you need more
detailed instructions, please call the League office at 651-224-5445.

Since the meeting falls during the lunch hour, you can either bring a lunch or buy
a box lunch provided by Café Capitol for $5.75. To confirm your attendance and
to order a box lunch, call Susan Anderson (612-331-1117) or send an e-mail
(susan331@aol.com) by Friday, December 10.

Enclosed you will find notes from the steering committee meeting on November
15. These notes are not minutes but a summary of major discussion topics and
outcomes from this meeting.

Proposed meeting agenda

1) Funding Update
2) Report on numbers of communities and participants
3) Report on pilots in Willmar and Austin
4) Kickoff plans
5) Action Forum
6) Dates
Kickoff — Early February
Facilitator training — February 2, 5 to 8:30pm - College of St.
Catherine
February 3, 10 to 2pm — Rochester
February 3, 5 to 8 pm — Willmar
February 4, 11 to 3pm Alexandria (possible)

Community Circles — February 17 through March 16
Action Forum - April 29 or May 6




Steering Committee Summary
Changing Faces, Changing Communities
League of Women Voters Education Fund
Monday, November 15, 1999 -- Noon to 2pm

Attendance: Trina Alvero, Susan Anderson, Judy Duffy, Therese Gales, Janet Gendler,
Andrea Lex, Dick Little, Myrna Nelson, Lucia Orcutt, Julie Plaut, Sally Sawyer, Sara
Taylor, Joel Wurl.

Introductions: Trina Alvero joins us as a volunteer staff person for the action committee
and as a project director for Minneapolis

Announcements: Dick Little from Education, Housing and Equity Project announced a
Citizens Summit on Friday December 17, 8 to 11:30 AM — SPEAKER Lani Guinier of
Harvard Law School. At South High on Thursday, November 18 An Intergenerational
Dialogue on School Integration with Jim Gambone. Therese Gales from Minnesota
Center for Advocacy made three announcements. Thursday, November 18 at 9:00am
there will be a Public Hearing on Illegal Immigration in Minnesota at the State Office
Building. This will be sponsored by the House Civil Law Committee. Friday November
19 at 8:00 pm there will be a benefit performance for Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights at the Mixed Blood Theater— Not in my Season of Songs, a play by Pangea World
Theater, written and directed by Nigerian playwright Awam Amkpa. On December 2

from 5 to 7pm at the Uof M. Law School a fund-raiser for The Refugee and Immigrant
Program of Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights .

Funding Update: Andrea Lex reported that we have not recently received any new
funding; and that we are waiting to hear from ten foundations and corporations about
pending requests.

Communities Selected: Janet Gendler reports that the following communities have been
selected for pass through grants from the LWVMN ED Fund or as participating
communities: Armstrong High School, Austin, College of St. Catherine, Detroit Lakes/
Pelican Rapids, Eden Prarie, Edina, Mankato, Marshall, Minneapolis, Northfield,
Rochester, St. Cloud, St. Paul, Winona, and Willmar. Moorhead, North Branch,
Wayzatta/Plymouth and Worthington are still possibilities.

Training Sessions: Susan Anderson reported that training sessions were held in 4
communities. Eleven communities participated; approximately 65 people attended. The
communities of Marshall and Edina were not able to send anyone. We hope to schedule
a training session with Marshall on November 18. Matt Leighninger from SCRC spoke
about the history of study circles, and the goals of SCRC and talked about the overall
organizational requirements for community wide study circles. Susan and Janet talked
about Community Circles from the “Minnesota Perspective.” Communities said they
would like to keep in touch by a LWVMN listserve.




Pilots: Willmar has had a positive experience. They have had good attendance; a
diverse group of participants and action items as early as the first session. Their fifth
session will be Thursday, November 18.

Austin had to postpone one week. They were disappointed because several people had
dropped out.

Kickoff: Susan Anderson reported that during a brain storming session with Bill Hanley
from KTCA and Larry Werner from Mpls Star and Tribune they had suggested that a
multicultural potluck in one of the small towns would be an event that media would be
interested in. Julie Plaut suggested that stories from the participants of the pilot in
Willmar would be meaningful. There was discussion about the advisability of a speaker,
including Jesse Ventura, other public officials and /or an author who writes about the
immigrant experience. The consensus was that the participants own stories with a
potluck and possibly a bazaar would be the most effective. We were encouraged to
invite the mayors, city council people and other elected officials to the Kickoff. Susan
will contact both Willmar and Pelican Rapids.

Action Forum: Matt Leighninger from SCRC has suggested that an Action Forum
should be for the purpose of showcasing the participants action ideas; and if there is a
speaker he or she should be given a short time slot and be last. One community also
included an action bazaar — with organizations involved in the issues each having a sign
up booth.

Further suggestions: 1. Tag onto the Governors Service Recognition Day in mid April or
International Festival which is held either last weekend in April or first weekend in May.
2. Have a booth for each issue not each organization.

Dates:
Willmar pilot — October 21 — November 18
Austin pilot — November 1 — November 22
Community Circles February 17 to March 16
Kickoff - early February
Facilitator training —February 3 (tentative)
Action Forum — approximately 3 — 4 weeks after the community circles are
over

Next Meeting — Tuesday December 14, 1999 — 12 noon to 1:30pm




UPDATES:

Action Committee - November 15,1999: Trina Alvero, Susan Anderson, Judy Duffy,
Therese Gales, Janet Gendler and Julie Plaut

Goals:
1. Identify organizations already working on issues that have some impact on the
immigrant experience
A. Each steering committee member should bring a list of organizations that they
are familiar with
B. Trina Alvero will call known organizations that are working on issues related
to immigrants such as resettlement agencies, housing agencies, college
campuses,
Share information about what is happening in other communities. On web site,
Iwvmn.org, print community information about demographics, organizations that are
taking action to support immigrants.
Assume responsibility for supporting task forces as they move forward
A. LWV Observers Corps- share information on how to start an observers corps
B. Buddy system between members of Action or Steering committees with
communities to help them carry out their action plans
. At action forum have participants fill out postcards with their pledge to see that an
action item moves forward.

Pilots:
The pilots are now complete, evaluations are turned in and we are working with Scott
Stiles from SCRC to analyze the data.

Willmar had a good experience with a number of action items that will be considered
further by a task force formed by members of the group. They plan to have at least two
more community circles in Feb./ March.

Austin found their experience to be more challenging. There were problems with
facilitator neutrality and with attendance. But they also plan to keep meeting as a group
and plan to have more community circles in February/ March.

Communities:
We now have 16 communities committed to the project. See attached sheet.

The training process is complete and Janet and Susan are working with communities as
they find coalition partners, form steering committees and finalize budgets. Facilitator
training will be offered February 2-4.




SITE SELECTION (SITE RECRUITMENT POSSIBILITIES AND PRIORITIES)

Bremer is interested in community circles in Willmar*, St. Cloud*, Marshall**, Pelican
Rapids**, Detroit Lakes**, Moorhead, and Cottonwood

Local LWV’S are present in those communities marked with an asterisk (*).
Communities with individual League members are marked with a double asterisk. (¥*).

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS INTEREST IN COMMUNITY CIRCLES

Committed ™ Considering

Armstrong High School Moorhead
Austin® North Branch
Detroit Lakes/Pelican Rapids* Plymouth/Wayzata
Eden Prairie* St. Peter
Edina * Worthington
Mankato*

Marshall

Minneapolis*

Northfield*

Rochester*

St. Catherine’s

St. Cloud*

St. Paul*®

Willmar

Winona*

Asterisk indicates proposal has been sent in and funds allocated
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Date:
TO:

December 3, 1999
Steering Committee and Coalition members,
Changing Faces, Changing Communities

FROM: Janet Gendler, Chair and Susan Anderson, Project Manager
RE: December 14 Steering Committee Meeting Note - Change of Date

The next steering committee meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 14

from 12:00 noon to 1:30 p.m. at the League of Women Voters of Minnesota. The

League office is located in the Minnesota Women’s Building, 550 Rice Street in

St. Paul, just two blocks north of the State Capitol. The meeting will take place in
the large conference room on the lower level of the building. If you need more

detailed instructions, please call the League office at 651-224-5445.

Since the meeting falls during the lunch hour, you can either bring a lunch or buy
a box lunch provided by Café Capitol for $5.75. To confirm your attendance and
to order a box lunch, call Susan Anderson (612-331-1117) or send an e-mail
(susan331@aol.com) by Friday, December 10.

Enclosed you will find notes from the steering committee meeting on November
15. These notes are not minutes but a summary of major discussion topics and
outcomes from this meeting.

Proposed meeting agenda

1) Funding Update
2) Report on numbers of communities and participants
3) Report on pilots in Willmar and Austin
4) Kickoff plans
5) Action Forum
6) Dates
Kickoff — Early February
Facilitator training — February 2, 5 to 8:30pm — College of St.
Catherine
February 3, 10 to 2pm — Rochester
February 3, 5 to 8 pm — Willmar
February 4, 11 to 3pm Alexandria (possible)

Community Circles — February 17 through March 16
Action Forum - April 29 or May 6




Steering Committee Summary
Changing Faces, Changing Communities
League of Women Voters Education Fund

Monday, November 15, 1999 -- Noon to 2pm

Attendance: Trina Alvero, Susan Anderson, Judy Duffy, Therese Gales, Janet Gendler,
Andrea Lex, Dick Little, Myrna Nelson, Lucia Orcutt, Julie Plaut, Sally Sawyer, Sara
Taylor, Joel Wurl.

Introductions: Trina Alvero joins us as a volunteer staff person for the action committee
and as a project director for Minneapolis

Announcements: Dick Little from Education, Housing and Equity Project announced a
Citizens Summit on Friday December 17, 8 to 11:30 AM — SPEAKER Lani Guinier of
Harvard Law School. At South High on Thursday, November 18 An Intergenerational
Dialogue on School Integration with Jim Gambone. Therese Gales from Minnesota
Center for Advocacy made three announcements. Thursday, November 18 at 9:00am
there will be a Public Hearing on Illegal Immigration in Minnesota at the State Office
Building. This will be sponsored by the House Civil Law Committee. Friday November
19 at 8:00 pm there will be a benefit performance for Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights at the Mixed Blood Theater— Not in my Season of Songs, a play by Pangea World
Theater, written and directed by Nigerian playwright Awam Amkpa. On December 2
from 5 to 7pm at the Uof M. Law School a fund-raiser for The Refugee and Immigrant
Program of Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights .

Funding Update: Andrea Lex reported that we have not recently received any new
funding; and that we are waiting to hear from ten foundations and corporations about
pending requests.

Communities Selected: Janet Gendler reports that the following communities have been
selected for pass through grants from the LWVMN ED Fund or as participating
communities: Armstrong High School, Austin, College of St. Catherine, Detroit Lakes/
Pelican Rapids, Eden Prarie, Edina, Mankato, Marshall, Minneapolis, Northfield,
Rochester, St. Cloud, St. Paul, Winona, and Willmar. Moorhead, North Branch,
Wayzatta/Plymouth and Worthington are still possibilities.

Training Sessions: Susan Anderson reported that training sessions were held in 4
communities. Eleven communities participated; approximately 65 people attended. The
communities of Marshall and Edina were not able to send anyone. We hope to schedule
a training session with Marshall on November 18. Matt Leighninger from SCRC spoke
about the history of study circles, and the goals of SCRC and talked about the overall
organizational requirements for community wide study circles. Susan and Janet talked
about Community Circles from the “Minnesota Perspective.” Communities said they
would like to keep in touch by a LWVMN listserve.




Pilots: Willmar has had a positive experience. They have had good attendance; a
diverse group of participants and action items as early as the first session. Their fifth
session will be Thursday, November 18.

Austin had to postpone one week. They were disappointed because several people had
dropped out.

Kickoff: Susan Anderson reported that during a brain storming session with Bill Hanley
from KTCA and Larry Werner from Mpls Star and Tribune they had suggested that a
multicultural potluck in one of the small towns would be an event that media would be
interested in. Julie Plaut suggested that stories from the participants of the pilot in
Willmar would be meaningful. There was discussion about the advisability of a speaker,
including Jesse Ventura, other public officials and /or an author who writes about the
immigrant experience. The consensus was that the participants own stories with a
potluck and possibly a bazaar would be the most effective. We were encouraged to
invite the mayors, city council people and other elected officials to the Kickoff. Susan
will contact both Willmar and Pelican Rapids.

Action Forum: Matt Leighninger from SCRC has suggested that an Action Forum
should be for the purpose of showcasing the participants action ideas; and if there is a
speaker he or she should be given a short time slot and be last. One community also
included an action bazaar — with organizations involved in the issues each having a sign
up booth.

Further suggestions: 1. Tag onto the Governors Service Recognition Day in mid April or
International Festival which is held either last weekend in April or first weekend in May.
2. Have a booth for each issue not each organization.

Dates:
Willmar pilot — October 21 — November 18
Austin pilot — November 1 — November 22
Community Circles February 17 to March 16
Kickoff — early February
Facilitator training —February 3 (tentative)
Action Forum — approximately 3 — 4 weeks after the community circles are
over

Next Meeting — Tuesday December 14, 1999 — 12 noon to 1:30pm




UPDATES:

Action Committee - November 15,1999: Trina Alvero, Susan Anderson, Judy Duffy,
Therese Gales, Janet Gendler and Julie Plaut

Goals:

1. Identify organizations already working on issues that have some impact on the
immigrant experience

A. Each steering committee member should bring a list of organizations that they
are familiar with

B. Trina Alvero will call known organizations that are working on issues related
to immigrants such as resettlement agencies, housing agencies, college
campuses,

2. Share information about what is happening in other communities. On web site,
Iwvmn.org, print community information about demographics, organizations that are
taking action to support immigrants.

3. Assume responsibility for supporting task forces as they move forward

A. LWV Observers Corps- share information on how to start an observers corps
B. Buddy system between members of Action or Steering committees with
communities to help them carry out their action plans

4. At action forum have participants fill out postcards with their pledge to see that an
action item moves forward.

Pilots:
The pilots are now complete, evaluations are turned in and we are working with Scott
Stiles from SCRC to analyze the data.

Willmar had a good experience with a number of action items that will be considered
further by a task force formed by members of the group. They plan to have at least two
more community circles in Feb./ March.

Austin found their experience to be more challenging. There were problems with
facilitator neutrality and with attendance. But they also plan to keep meeting as a group
and plan to have more community circles in February/ March.

Communities:
We now have 16 communities committed to the project. See attached sheet.

The training process is complete and Janet and Susan are working with communities as
they find coalition partners, form steering committees and finalize budgets. Facilitator
training will be offered February 2-4.




SITE SELECTION (SITE RECRUITMENT POSSIBILITIES AND PRIORITIES)

Bremer is interested in community circles in Willmar*, St. Cloud*, Marshall**, Pelican
Rapids**, Detroit Lakes**, Moorhead, and Cottonwood

Local LWV’S are present in those communities marked with an asterisk (*).
Communities with individual League members are marked with a double asterisk. (**).

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS INTEREST IN COMMUNITY CIRCLES

Committed* Considering

Armstrong High School Moorhead
Austin* North Branch
Detroit Lakes/Pelican Rapids* Plymouth/Wayzata
Eden Prairie* St. Peter
Edina * Worthington
Mankato*

Marshall

Minneapolis*

Northfield*

Rochester*

St. Catherine’s

St. Cloud*

St. Paul*

Willmar

Winona*

Asterisk indicates proposal has been sent in and funds allocated




Steering Committee Summary
Changing Faces, Changing Communities
League of Women Voters Education Fund
Monday, October 18, 1999 -- Noon to 2pm

Attendance: Susan Anderson, Emily Chen, Judy Duffy, Therese Gales, Janet Gendler,
Nan Kari, Maire Mc Mahon, Zoe Nagell, Myrna Nelson, Lucia Orcutt, Kate Parry, Sally
Sawyer, Sara Taylor, Joel Wurl, Seng Yang

Introductions: Zoe Nagell joins us from Armstrong High School. Zoe will be doing a
Changing Faces, Changing Communities Study Circle project in her high school. Emily
Chen joins us from Augsburg College. She is an intern with EHEP (Education & Housing
Equity Project).

Announcements: Maire McMahon passed out flyers announcing the Wilder Forum —
Beyond tolerance: A Call to Action on November 8 from 5 to 8:30pm. john powell will
be the keynote speaker.

Kickoff: One of the goals of the kickoff is to obtain visibility for the project. Kate Parry
suggested that prior to or in addition to the kickoff we do the following:

1. Contact the following news organizations: Associated press, Katherine
Lanpher from MPR, News Night Minnesota, Almanac, morning TV talk
shows, Kimberly Hayes Taylor from the Minneapolis Tribune.

Prepare several specific examples of interesting items around the topics of
immigration and citizenship (such as a profile of a local family); have them
ready when talking to news organizations — if one story doesn’t capture their
attention, perhaps another one will. It is important to have at hand the
numbers of people participating in or sponsoring the community circles.
Send an advance mailing (post cards to local churches, for example) before
the Kickoff and the community circles begin.
Design our web site to include information on Changing Faces, Changing
Communities and then link with other organizations interested in the same
topic.
Kate also suggested we team up with other Minnesota organizations that are focusing on
similar topics - Minneapolis Foundation, United Way, Wilder Foundation is polling
immigrants on their use of tobacco. We might be able to combine our efforts and find a
very high profile speaker such as Madeline Albright or Kofi Annan.
Kate said the Pioneer Press would be doing a feature article the Sunday before the circles
begin.
Nan Kari suggested we might use International Fellows from the Humphrey Institute.
They are interested in looking at the work that is being done around the issues of
citizenship.
Joel Wurl suggested we plan a Kickoff event carefully so that it does not compete for
time and money with the circles themselves. He also mentioned that there will be a
University of Minnesota seminar on Race, Ethnicity and Migration. The timing may or
may not coincide with our Kickoff event.




Funding Update: The budget is $140,000. $53,000 of that amount has been received.
We are waiting to hear from ten more foundations. Joel asked if we knew why we did
not have a more positive response. Susan suggested that at least one foundation had
granted the requests of organizations that had specific action pieces.

Pilots: Willmar and Austin will do pilots projects. Willmar will start on October 21 for 5
weeks and Austin will start on November 1 for four weeks. Susan Anderson and Janet
Gendler have done training for both sites; and will offer assistance and monitor their
progress.

Site Selection: The following communities have returned their RFP’s: Austin, Detroit
Lakes, Edina, Eden Prarie, Mankato, Minneapolis, Northfield, Rochester, St. Cloud, St.
Paul, Willmar and Winona. Marshall has asked for an extension.

Matt Leighninger, Susan Anderson and Janet Gendler will visit sites on Tuesday,
November 9 and Wednesday November 10 to further explain the study circle process and
to answer questions.

Dates:
Willmar pilot - October 21 — November 18
Austin pilot - November 1 — November 22
Community Circles February 17 to March 16
Kickoff — early February
Facilitator training — early February
Action Forum - to be decided

Next Meeting — Monday Novemberl15, 1999 — 12 noon to 1:30pm




TO: Steering Committee and Coalition members,
Changing Faces, Changing Communities

FROM: Janet Gendler, Chair and Susan Anderson, Project Manager
Date: November 5,1999
RE: November 15 Steering Committee Meeting

The next steering committee meeting will be held on Monday, November 15
from 12:00 noon to 1:30 p.m. at the League of Women Voters of Minnesota. The
League office is located in the Minnesota Women’s Building, 550 Rice Street in
St. Paul, just two blocks north of the State Capitol. The meeting will take place in
the large conference room on the lower level of the building. If you need more
detailed instructions, please call the League office at 651-224-5445.

Since the meeting falls during the lunch hour, you can either bring a lunch or buy
a box lunch provided by Café Capitol for $5.75. To confirm your attendance and
to order a box lunch, call Susan Anderson (612-331-1117) or send an e-mail
(susan331 @aol.com) by Friday November12.

Enclosed you will find notes from the steering committee meeting on October 18.
These notes are not minutes but a summary of major discussion topics and
outcomes from this meeting.

Proposed meeting agenda

1) Funding Update

2) Communities Selected

3) Report on pilots in Willmar and Austin

4) Report on Training Sessions

5) Kickoff plans

6) Media - suggestions needed

7) Action - suggestions needed

8) Dates
Pilots: Willmar ( begins October 21) Austin (begins November 1)
Kickoff — to be decided
Facilitator training — late January or early February

Community Circles — February 17 through March 16
Action Forum - to be decided




Changing Faces Changing Communities
What It Means to Be an American in This Age of Immigration
And Creating a Better Minnesota with Citizen Involvement

Development Update
October 18, 1999

Funds Received:

Beim Foundation $ 2,000

Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen Foundation $ 1,000
Medtronic Foundation 10,000

Otto Bremer Foundation 35,000

Siegel, Brill, Greupner, Duffy & Foster 5,000
ReliaStar Printing In-kind

Funds Pending:

Berglund Foundation $ 3,000
Cargill Foundation 10,000
George Hormel Testamentary Trust 5,000
International Dairy Queen 2,500
John S. & James. L. Knight Foundation 10,000
Jostens Foundation 5,000
Margaret H. & James E. Kelly Foundation 5,000
Minneapolis Foundation 7,500
National Car Rental 500
Study Circles Fund 50,000
Wallin Foundation 2,500




SITE SELECTION ( SITE RECRUITMENT POSSIBILTIES AND PRIORITIES)

Bremer is interested in community circles in Willmar*, St. Cloud*, Marshall** | Pelican
Rapids**, Detroit lakes**, Moorhead, and Cottonwood

Local LWV'S are present in those communities marked with an asterisk (*).
Communities with individual League members are marked with a double asterisk. ( ** ).

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS INTEREST IN COMMUNITY CIRCLES

Committed*

Cosidering

Edina *

Minneapolis*

Austin®

Marshall

St. Paul*

Detroit lakes/Pelican Rapids*
Rochester*

Northfield*

St. Cloud*

Eden Prarie*

Winona*

Mankato*

Willmar

Armstrong High School
St. Catherines

Worthington
Moorhead

North Branch

Asterisk indicates proposal has been sent in and funds allocated
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Steering Committee Summary
Changing Faces, Changing Communities
League of Women Voters Education Fund

Monday, October 18, 1999 -- Noon to 2Zpm

Attendance: Susan Anderson, Emily Chen, Judy Duffy, Therese Gales, Janet Gendler,
Nan Kari, Maire Mc Mahon, Zoe Nagell, Myrna Nelson, Lucia Orcutt, Kate Parry, Sally
Sawyer, Sara Taylor, Joel Wurl, Seng Yang

Introductions: Zoe Nagell joins us from Armstrong High School. Zoe will be doing a
Changing Faces, Changing Communities Study Circle project in her high school. Emily
Chen joins us from Augsburg College. She is an intern with EHEP (Education & Housing
Equity Project).

Announcements: Maire McMahon passed out flyers announcing the Wilder Forum —
Beyond tolerance: A Call to Action on November 8 from 5 to 8:30pm. john powell will
be the keynote speaker.

Kickoff: One of the goals of the kickoff is to obtain visibility for the project. Kate Parry
suggested that prior to or in addition to the kickoff we do the following:

1. Contact the following news organizations: Associated press, Katherine
Lanpher from MPR, News Night Minnesota, Almanac, morning TV talk
shows, Kimberly Hayes Taylor from the Minneapolis Tribune.

. Prepare several specific examples of interesting items around the topics of
immigration and citizenship (such as a profile of a local family); have them
ready when talking to news organizations — if one story doesn’t capture their
attention, perhaps another one will. It is important to have at hand the
numbers of people participating in or sponsoring the community circles.

. Send an advance mailing (post cards to local churches, for example) before
the Kickoff and the community circles begin.

. Design our web site to include information on Changing Faces, Changing
Communities and then link with other organizations interested in the same
topic.

Kate also suggested we team up with other Minnesota organizations that are focusing on
similar topics - Minneapolis Foundation, United Way, Wilder Foundation is polling
immigrants on their use of tobacco. We might be able to combine our efforts and find a
very high profile speaker such as Madeline Albright or Kofi Annan.

Kate said the Pioneer Press would be doing a feature article the Sunday before the circles
begin.

Nan Kari suggested we might use International Fellows from the Humphrey Institute.
They are interested in looking at the work that is being done around the issues of
citizenship.

Joel Wurl suggested we plan a Kickoff event carefully so that it does not compete for
time and money with the circles themselves. He also mentioned that there will be a
University of Minnesota seminar on Race, Ethnicity and Migration. The timing may or
may not coincide with our Kickoff event.




Funding Update: The budget is $140,000. $53,000 of that amount has been received.
We are waiting to hear from ten more foundations. Joel asked if we knew why we did
not have a more positive response. Susan suggested that at least one foundation had
granted the requests of organizations that had specific action pieces.

Pilots: Willmar and Austin will do pilots projects. Willmar will start on October 21 for 5
weeks and Austin will start on November 1 for four weeks. Susan Anderson and Janet
Gendler have done training for both sites; and will offer assistance and monitor their
progress.

Site Selection: The following communities have returned their RFP’s: Austin, Detroit
Lakes, Edina, Eden Prarie, Mankato, Minneapolis, Northfield, Rochester, St. Cloud, St.
Paul, Willmar and Winona. Marshall has asked for an extension.

Matt Leighninger, Susan Anderson and Janet Gendler will visit sites on Tuesday,
November 9 and Wednesday November 10 to further explain the study circle process and
to answer questions.

Dates:
Willmar pilot — October 21 — November 18
Austin pilot — November 1 — November 22
Community Circles February 17 to March 16
Kickoff — early February
Facilitator training — early February
Action Forum - to be decided

Next Meeting — Monday Novemberl5, 1999 — 12 noon to 1:30pm




SITE SELECTION ( SITE RECRUITMENT POSSIBILTIES AND PRIORITIES)

Bremer is interested in community circles in Willmar*, St. Cloud*, Marshall** |, Pelican
Rapids**, Detroit lakes**, Moorhead, and Cottonwood

Local LWV’S are present in those communities marked with an asterisk (*).
Communities with individual League members are marked with a double asterisk. ( ** ).

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS INTEREST IN COMMUNITY CIRCLES

Committed*

Cosidering

Edina *

Minneapolis*

Austin*®

Marshall

St. Paul*

Detroit lakes/Pelican Rapids*
Rochester*

Northfield*

St. Cloud*

Eden Prarie*

Winona*

Mankato*

Willmar

Armstrong High School
St. Catherines

Worthington
Moorhead

North Branch

Asterisk indicates proposal has been sent in and funds allocated




Changing Faces Changing Communities
What It Means to Be an American in This Age of Immigration
And Creating a Better Minnesota with Citizen Involvement

Development Update
October 18, 1999

Funds Received:

Beim Foundation $ 2,000

Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen Foundation $ 1,000
Medtronic Foundation 10,000

Otto Bremer Foundation 35,000

Siegel, Brill, Greupner, Duffy & Foster 5,000
ReliaStar Printing In-kind

Funds Pending:

Berglund Foundation

Cargill Foundation

George Hormel Testamentary Trust
International Dairy Queen

John S. & James. L. Knight Foundation
Jostens Foundation

Margaret H. & James E. Kelly Foundation
Minneapolis Foundation

National Car Rental

Study Circles Fund

Wallin Foundation
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October 26, 1999

Marisa Geisler
1408 Raleigh Drive
Burnsville, MN 55337

Dear Ms. Geisler,

Thank you for submitting a request for proposal for Changing Faces, Changing
Communities - a community circle project. We would like to congratulate the St. Paul League for
making a significant contribution to your community.

You have requested $2,700 for 5 community circle projects. We have funded you at the
level requested. We ask that you turn in all receipts or copies of checks to verify that the money
requested was spent on the appropriate budget items. We also must reiterate that the project is not
yet fully funded and therefore please continue to seek inkind donations wherever possible and
return unused funds.

On January 15 you will receive the first ¥z of the grant. The next 45% will be distributed
when the community circles convene in mid February and the final 5% will be awarded upon
submission of the final report.

On November 9 a training will be held for the metropolitan communities in St. Paul at the
Minnesota Women’s Building at 550 Rice Street from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Pizza will be ordered for
the meeting (approximate cost of $5.00). Matt Leighninger from the Study Circle Resource
Center will talk about the history and the purpose of the study circle concept as well as provide
information on how to start a community circle. Janet, Susan and Matt will then be available to
answer questions. Please email Susan (susan331 @aol.com) with the number of people from St.
Paul that can attend. Anyone who is interested is welcome.

In early February a facilitator training workshop will be held (time and places to be
announced). The target date for beginning the Community Circles is February 17. We hope that
communities can use a similar time frame. The Saint Paul Pioneer Press will run a corresponding
story on the preceding Sunday. Plans are under way for a statewide Kickoff and a state wide
action forum is being considered.

If you have not already done so, we suggest that you identify a project coordinator and
then begin to form a coalition of interested persons and organizations who will act as sponsors or
partners in this process. Janet Gendler and I will be eager to answer questions and help
communities begin the process of organizing their community circles. We will have a large packet
of information available for each community at the November training sessions.

_ %a/; d’ﬁ@v % Lagn Lyrolleamm
Janet Gendler, Project Chair Susan Anderson, Project Director
612- 920-3567 612-331-1117

Sincerely,
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Judy Schuck
395 Lake Street
Wayzata, MN 55391

Dear Ms. Schuck,

Thank you for submitting a request for proposal for Changing Faces, Changing
Communities - a community circle project. We would like to congratulate the MEPH League for
making a significant contribution to your community.

You have requested $2,400 for 3-6 community circle projects. We have funded you at
the level requested. We ask that you turn in all receipts or copies of checks to verify that the
money requested was spent on the appropriate budget items. We also must reiterate that the project
is not yet fully funded and therefore please continue to seek inkind donations wherever possible
and return unused funds.

On January 15 you will receive the first % of the grant. The next 45% will be distributed
when the community circles convene in mid February and the final 5% will be awarded upon
submission of the final report.

On November 9 a training will be held for the metropolitan communities in St. Paul at the
Minnesota Women’s Building at 550 Rice Street from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Pizza will be ordered for
the meeting (approximate cost of $5.00). Matt Leighninger from the Study Circle Resource
Center will talk about the history and the purpose of the study circle concept as well as provide
information on how to start a community circle. Janet, Susan and Matt will then be available to
answer questions. Please email Susan (susan331@aol.com) with the number of people from
MEPH that can attend. Anyone who is interested is welcome.

In early February a facilitator training workshop will be held (time and places to be
announced). The target date for beginning the Community Circles is February 17. We hope that
communities can use a similar time frame. The Saint Paul Pioneer Press will run a corresponding
story on the preceding Sunday. Plans are under way for a statewide Kickoff and a state wide
action forum is being considered.

If you have not already done so, we suggest that you identify a project coordinator and
then begin to form a coalition of interested persons and organizations who will act as sponsors or
partners in this process. Janet Gendler and I will be eager to answer questions and help
communities begin the process of organizing their community circles. We will have a large packet
of information available for each community at the November training sessions.

Sincerely,

Janet Gendler, Project Chair Susan Anderson, Project Director
612- 920-3567 612-331-1117
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Carol Frisch
7025 Comanche Court
Edina, MN 55139-1004

Dear Ms. Frisch,

Thank you for submitting a request for proposal for Changing Faces, Changing
Communities - a community circle project. We would like to congratulate the Edina League for
making a significant contribution to your community.

You have requested $1,600 for 3 community circle projects. We have funded you at the
level requested. We ask that you turn in all receipts or copies of checks to verify that the money
requested was spent on the appropriate budget items. We also must reiterate that the project is not
yet fully funded and therefore please continue to seek inkind donations wherever possible and
return unused funds.

On January 15 you will receive the first %2 of the grant. The next 45% will be distributed
when the community circles convene in mid February and the final 5% will be awarded upon
submission of the final report.

On November 9 a training will be held for the metropolitan communities in St. Paul at the
Minnesota Women’s Building at 550 Rice Street from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Pizza will be ordered for
the meeting (approximate cost of $5.00). Matt Leighninger from the Study Circle Resource
Center will talk about the history and the purpose of the study circle concept as well as provide
information on how to start a community circle. Janet, Susan and Matt will then be available to
answer questions. Please email Susan (susan331@aol.com) with the number of people from Edina
that can attend. Anyone who is interested is welcome.

In early February a facilitator training workshop will be held (time and places to be
announced). The target date for beginning the Community Circles is February 17. We hope that
communities can use a similar time frame. The Saint Paul Pioneer Press will run a corresponding
story on the preceding Sunday. Plans are under way for a statewide Kickoff and a state wide
action forum is being considered.

If you have not already done so, we suggest that you identify a project coordinator and
then begin to form a coalition of interested persons and organizations who will act as sponsors or
partners in this process. Janet Gendler and I will be eager to answer questions and help
communities begin the process of organizing their community circles. We will have a large packet
of information available for each community at the November training sessions.

Sincerely,

Janet Gendler, Project Chair Susan Anderson, Project Director
612- 920-3567 612-331-1117
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Jo Cattrysse
806 Center Street
Mankato, MN 56001

Dear Ms. Cattrysse,

Thank you for submitting a request for proposal for Changing Faces, Changing
Communities - a community circle project. We would like to congratulate the Mankato League for
making a significant contribution to your community.

You have requested $2,700 for 2 community circle project(s). We have funded you at the
level requested. We ask that you turn in all receipts or copies of checks to verify that the money
requested was spent on the appropriate budget items. We also must reiterate that the project is not
yet fully funded and therefore please continue to seek inkind donations wherever possible and
return unused funds.

On January 15 you will receive the first ¥ of the grant. The next 45% will be distributed
when the community circles convene in mid February and the final 5% will be awarded upon
submission of the final report.

On November 9 a training will be held for the southeastern communities in Rochester at
the Government Center — 151 4™ St. SE from 12 to 2pm. There is a cafeteria in the building and a
sub shop across the street. Participants are responsible for picking up their own lunch. Matt
Leighninger from the Study Circle Resource Center will talk about the history and the purpose of
the study circle concept as well as provide information on how to start a community circle. Janet,
Susan and Matt will then be available to answer questions. Please email Susan
(susan331@aol.com) with the number of people from Mankato that can attend. Anyone who is
interested is welcome. (There will also be a training session held in Mankato at 8 a.m. on the gt
location to be announced.)

In early February a facilitator training workshop will be held (time and places to be
announced). The target date for beginning the Community Circles is February 17. We hope that
communities can use a similar time frame. The Saint Paul Pioneer Press will run a corresponding
story on the preceding Sunday. Plans are under way for a statewide Kickoff and a state wide
action forum is being considered.

If you have not already done so, we suggest that you identify a project coordinator and
then begin to form a coalition of interested persons and organizations who will act as sponsors or
partners in this process. Janet Gendler and I will be eager to answer questions and help
communities begin the process of organizing their community circles. We will have a large packet
of information available for each community at the November training sessions.

_,n{,t/zfaa«ﬁ jﬂf‘/f b ot

Susan Anderson, Project Director
612-331-1117

Sincerely,

Janet Gendler, Project Chair
612- 920-3567




A\

THE LEAGUE
OF WOMEN VOTERS

MINNESOTAEDUCATION FUND

550 RICE STREET ST. PAUL, MN 55103

PRESIDENT
Judy Duffy

ADVISORY BOARD

Ralph Bumnet
CEO
Coldwell Banker Burnet

ge
Hennepin County District Court
Joan Anderson Growe

Joan A. Grzywinski

President/District Manager

St. Paul and South Metro Minneapolis
Norwest Bank Minnesota, N.A.

Roger L. Hale
Chairman & CEO
Tennant Company

Jean L. Harris, M.D.
Mayor
Eden Prairie

Josie R. Johnson
Senior Fellow

College of Education

University of Minnesota

Steven D. Ladwig
President

Data Storage Products & Technologies

Imation Corporation

Sheila Leatherman
Executive Vice President
United HealthCare

Peggy Lucas
Partner
Brighton Development Corp.

Laura McCarten
Director of Community Services
Northern States Power Company

Vivian Jenkins Nelsen
President and CEO
International Institute for
Interracial Interactions:
INTER-RACE

James A. Roberts
Vice President, Corporate Relations
Minnesota Power

G. Edward Schuh
Professor

Hubert H. Humphrey
Institute of Public Affairs
University of Minnesota

Laura Waterman Wittstock
President
MIGIZI Communications, Inc.

Mark G. Yudof
President
University of Minnesota

PHONE (651) 224-5445  FAX (651) 290-2145

October 26, 1999

Vera Dougher
633 Woodhaven Ct NE
Rochester, MN 55906

Dear Ms. Dougher,

Thank you for submitting a request for proposal for Changing Faces, Changing
Communities - a community circle project. We would like to congratulate the Rochester League
for making a significant contribution to your community.

You have requested $2,700 for 8 community circle project(s). We have funded you at the
level requested. We ask that you turn in all receipts or copies of checks to verify that the money
requested was spent on the appropriate budget items. We also must reiterate that the project is not
yet fully funded and therefore please continue to seek inkind donations wherever possible and
return unused funds.

On January 15 you will receive the first %2 of the grant. The next 45% will be distributed
when the community circles convene in mid February and the final 5% will be awarded upon
submission of the final report.

On November 9 a training will be held for the southeastern communities in Rochester at
the Government Center — 151 4® St. SE from 12 to 2pm. There is a cafeteria in the building and a
sub shop across the street. Participants are responsible for picking up their own lunch. Matt
Leighninger from the Study Circle Resource Center will talk about the history and the purpose of
the study circle concept as well as provide information on how to start a community circle. Janet,
Susan and Matt will then be available to answer questions. Please email Susan
(susan331@aol.com) with the number of people from Rochester that can attend. Anyone who is
interested is welcome.

In early February a facilitator training workshop will be held (time and places to be
announced). The target date for beginning the Community Circles is February 17. We hope that
communities can use a similar time frame. The Saint Paul Pioneer Press will run a corresponding
story on the preceding Sunday. Plans are under way for a statewide Kickoff and a state wide
action forum is being considered.

If you have not already done so, we suggest that you identify a project coordinator and
then begin to form a coalition of interested persons and organizations who will act as sponsors or
partners in this process. Janet Gendler and I will be eager to answer questions and help
communities begin the process of organizing their community circles. We will have a large packet
of information available for each community at the November training sessions.

Susan Anderson, Project Director
612-331-1117

Sincerely,

et Lpvohicr

Janet Gendler, Project Chair
612- 920-3567
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October 26, 1999

Jeanne Poppe
301 SW 4th Avenue
Austin, MN 55912

Dear Ms. Poppe,

Thank you for submitting a request for proposal for Changing Faces, Changing
Communities - a community circle project. We would like to congratulate the Austin League for
making a significant contribution to your community.

You have requested $1,100 for 1 community circle project(s). We have funded you at the
level requested. We ask that you turn in all receipts or copies of checks to verify that the money
requested was spent on the appropriate budget items. We also must reiterate that the project is not
yet fully funded and therefore please continue to seek inkind donations wherever possible and
return unused funds.

On January 15 you will receive the first % of the grant. The next 45% will be distributed
when the community circles convene in mid February and the final 5% will be awarded upon
submission of the final report.

On November 9 a training will be held for the southeastern communities in Rochester at
the Government Center — 151 4™ St. SE from 12 to 2pm. There is a cafeteria in the building and a
sub shop across the street. Participants are responsible for picking up their own lunch. Matt
Leighninger from the Study Circle Resource Center will talk about the history and the purpose of
the study circle concept as well as provide information on how to start a community circle. Janet,
Susan and Matt will then be available to answer questions. Please email Susan
(susan331@aol.com) with the number of people from Austin that can attend. Anyone who is
interested is welcome.

In early February a facilitator training workshop will be held (time and places to be
announced). The target date for beginning the Community Circles is February 17. We hope that
communities can use a similar time frame. The Saint Paul Pioneer Press will run a corresponding
story on the preceding Sunday. Plans are under way for a statewide Kickoff and a state wide
action forum is being considered.

If you have not already done so, we suggest that you identify a project coordinator and
then begin to form a coalition of interested persons and organizations who will act as sponsors or
partners in this process. Janet Gendler and I will be eager to answer questions and help
communities begin the process of organizing their community circles. We will have a large packet
of information available for each community at the November training sessions.

Susan Anderson, Project Director
612-331-1117

Sincerely,

Fovret- lrndller

Janet Gendler, Project Chair
612- 920-3567
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October 26, 1999

Lynn Theurer
498 Kerry Court
Winona, MN 55987-2156

Dear Ms. Theurer,

Thank you for submitting a request for proposal for Changing Faces, Changing
Communities - a community circle project. We would like to congratulate the Winona League for
making a significant contribution to your community.

You have requested $2,500 for 1 community circle project(s). We have funded you at the
level requested. We ask that you turn in all receipts or copies of checks to verify that the money
requested was spent on the appropriate budget items. We also must reiterate that the project is not
yet fully funded and therefore please continue to seek inkind donations wherever possible and
return unused funds.

On January 15 you will receive the first ¥z of the grant. The next 45% will be distributed
when the community circles convene in mid February and the final 5% will be awarded upon
submission of the final report.

On November 9 a training will be held for the southeastern communities in Rochester at
the Government Center — 151 4™ St. SE from 12 to 2pm. There is a cafeteria in the building and a
sub shop across the street. Participants are responsible for picking up their own lunch. Matt
Leighninger from the Study Circle Resource Center will talk about the history and the purpose of
the study circle concept as well as provide information on how to start a community circle. Janet,
Susan and Matt will then be available to answer questions. Please email Susan
(susan331 @aol.com) with the number of people from Winona that can attend. Anyone who is
interested is welcome.

In early February a facilitator training workshop will be held (time and places to be
announced). The target date for beginning the Community Circles is February 17. We hope that
communities can use a similar time frame. The Saint Paul Pioneer Press will run a corresponding
story on the preceding Sunday. Plans are under way for a statewide Kickoff and a state wide
action forum is being considered.

If you have not already done so, we suggest that you identify a project coordinator and
then begin to form a coalition of interested persons and organizations who will act as sponsors or
partners in this process. Janet Gendler and I will be eager to answer questions and help
communities begin the process of organizing their community circles. We will have a large packet
of information available for each community at the November training sessions.

e, [l

Susan Anderson, Project Director
612-331-1117

Sincerely,
Janet Gendler, Project Chair
612- 920-3567
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October 26, 1999

Ellen Mork
1013 Borgent Ave
St. Cloud, MN 56303

Dear Ms. Mork

Thank you for submitting a request for proposal for Changing Faces, Changing
Communities - a community circle project. We would like to congratulate the St. Cloud League
for making a significant contribution to your community.

You have requested $2,700 for 5 community circle projects. We have funded you at the
level requested. We ask that you turn in all receipts or copies of checks to verify that the money
requested was spent on the appropriate budget items. We also must reiterate that the project is not
yet fully funded and therefore please continue to seek inkind donations wherever possible and
return unused funds.

On January 15 you will receive the first ¥2 of the grant. The next 45% will be distributed
when the community circles convene in mid February and the final 5% will be awarded upon
submission of the final report.

On November 10 a training will be held for the central communities in Alexandria at the
Bremer bank (720 Broadway Street which is in the center of downtown Alexandria) from 11:00
AM - 1:00 PM. (The parking lot is small, so please park on 8" Street. The entrance to the bank is
also on 8"™.) Lunch will be available (approx. $5.00 each). Matt Leighninger from the Study
Circle Resource Center will talk about the history and the purpose of the study circle concept as
well as provide information on how to start a community circle. Janet, Susan and Matt will then be
available to answer questions. Please email Susan (susan331@aol.com) with the number of people
from St. Cloud that can attend. Anyone who is interested is welcome.

In early February a facilitator training workshop will be held (time and places to be
announced). The target date for beginning the Community Circles is February 17. We hope that
communities can use a similar time frame. The Saint Paul Pioneer Press will run a corresponding
story on the preceding Sunday. Plans are under way for a statewide Kickoff and a state wide
action forum is being considered.

If you have not already done so, we suggest that you identify a project coordinator and
then begin to form a coalition of interested persons and organizations who will act as sponsors or
partners in this process. Janet Gendler and I will be eager to answer questions and help
communities begin the process of organizing their community circles. We will have a large packet
of information available for each community at the November training sessions.

Sincerely,

Janet Gendler, Project Chair Susan Anderson, Project Director
612- 920-3567 612-331-1117
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October 26, 1999

Gail Hanson

LWV Minneapolis

81 S 9" St, Suite 335
Minneapolis, MN 55413

Dear Ms. Hanson,

Thank you for submitting a request for proposal for Changing Faces, Changing
Communities - a community circle project. We would like to congratulate the Minneapolis
League for making a significant contribution to your community.

Unfortunately the project is as yet not fully funded. You have requested $2950 for 3
community circle projects. We will be able to grant the Minneapolis League of Women Voters
$2,500. We ask that you turn in all receipts or copies of checks to verify that the money requested
was spent on the appropriate budget items. Because the project is not fully funded, we must ask
that you continue to seek inkind donations wherever possible and return unused funds. If we
receive additional funding by January 1 we may be able to reconsider our grant amounts.

On January 15 you will receive the first ¥z of the grant. The next 45% will be distributed
when the community circles convene in mid February and the final 5% will be awarded upon
submission of the final report.

On November 9 At 6 p.m. a training will be held for the metro area communities at the
State LWV office at 550 Rice St. in Saint Paul. We will be ordering pizza (aprox. $5.00 per
person). Matt Leighninger from the Study Circle Resource Center will talk about the history and
the purpose of the study circle concept as well as provide information on how to start a community
circle. Janet, Susan and Matt will then be available to answer questions. Please email Susan
(susan331@aol.com) with the number of people from Minneapolis that can attend. Anyone who
is interested is welcome.

In early February a facilitator training workshop will be held (time and places to be
announced). The target date for beginning the Community Circles is February 17. We hope that
communities can use a similar time frame. The Saint Paul Pioneer Press will run a corresponding
story on the preceding Sunday. Plans are under way for a statewide Kickoff and a state wide
Action Forum is being considered.

If you have not already done so, we suggest that you identify a project coordinator and
then begin to form a coalition of interested persons and organizations who will act as sponsors or
partners in this process. Janet Gendler and I will be eager to answer questions and help
communities begin the process of organizing their community circles. We will have a large packet
of information available for each community at the November training sessions.

Sinccrf:ly“; )@”M _)%(//((/m Qwaéeww

ne? 2
anet Gendler, Project Chair Susan Anderson, Project Director

612- 920-3567 612-331-1117
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From: Susan331@aol.com <Susan331@aol.com>
To: Iwvmn @mtn.org <lwvmn@mtn.org>

Date: Friday, October 08, 1999 12:00 PM
Subject: Jessica - add to Com. circ data base

Jessica - Please add to data base and to St. committee mailing list

bar@wilder.org
and Zoe Nagell 11825 45th Ave. N.Plymoth, Mn. 55442 - phone 553-2701 and

zswift7 @aol.com

Please include in Mondays Steering Committee mailing: The following
updated Site list; the funding update from Andrea; and the Kickoff
information we talked about. | will attach the 1.announcement, the 2.

September summary, 3.and the site list.

Thanks - Susan

10/8/1999




TO: Steering Committee and Coalition members,
Changing Faces, Changing Communities

FROM: Janet Gendler, Chair and Susan Anderson, Project Manager
Date: October 11,1999
RE: October 18 Steering Committee Meeting

The next steering committee meeting will be held on Monday,
October 18 from 12:00 noon to 2:00 p.m. at the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota. The League office is located in the Minnesota
Women’s Building, 550 Rice Street in St. Paul, just two blocks north
of the State Capitol. The meeting will take place in the large
conference room on the lower level of the building. If you need
more detailed instructions, please call the League office at 651-224-
5445.

Since the meeting falls during the lunch hour, you can either bring a
lunch or buy a box lunch provided by Café Capitol for $5.00. To
confirm your attendance and to order a box lunch, call Susan
Anderson (612-331-1117) or send an e-mail (susan331@aol.com) by
Friday October 15.

Enclosed you will find notes from the steering committee meeting on
September 13. These notes are not minutes but a summary of major
discussion topics and outcomes from this meeting. Please also find
the agenda for next Monday’s meeting.




Agenda
Changing Faces, Changing Communities
Steering Committee

Monday, October 18, 1999
12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Minnesota Women’s Building
550 Rice Street, St. Paul

1) Funding Update
2) Communities Selected
3) Report on pilots in Willmar and Austin

4) Dates
Pilots: Willmar ( begins October 21)
Austin (begins shortly after October 25)
Kickoff — to be decided
Facilitator training — late January or early February
Community Circles — February 17 through March 16

. Action Forum — to be decided

5) Kickoff (brainstorming)




Steering Committee Summary
Changing Faces, Changing Communities
League of Women Voters Education Fund
Monday, September 13, 1999 -- Noon to 2pm

Attendance: Susan Anderson, Harry Boyte, Gilbert De la O, Judy Duffy, Therese Gales,
Janet Gendler, Phill Jeni, Andrea Lex, Maire Mc Mahon, Myrna Nelson, Julie Plaut,
Sally Sawyer, Sara Taylor, Seng Yang and Steve Young.

Introductions: Phil Jeni joins us from the Citizens’ League and Julie Plaut joins us from
Minnesota Campus Compact .

Announcements: Seng Yang passed out information about Neighborhood House and
asked for support for the Hmong Veterans’ Naturalization Act of 1999 (H.R. 371.1H &
S.890.1S). This bill waives the English language requirement with respect to the
naturalization of certain aliens (or their spouses or widows) who served with special
guerrilla units in Laos.

Discussion Guide;

Bob Hulteen of the Minnesota Council of Churches suggested that we delete the
phrase “new age” from the subtitle. This phrase would be offensive to some sectors of
the religious community

The Discussion guide subtitle will be changed to:

What does it Mean to be an American in this age of Immigration?

Building a new Minnesota with Citizen Involvement

Fall Pilot: Janet Gendler

The communities of Willmar and Austin are now 99% sure that they are ready to
participate in a Pilot project in October and November. Austin is looking for a Project
Director and Willmar is waiting for final approval from their League chapter. Both
communities will start their search for facilitators from their local Extension office.
LWVMN will work closely with these communities as they form coalition partners,
invite participants and develop the logistics of forming a community circle pilot project.

Site Selection: Janet Gendler
Twelve Leagues have either returned their RFP forms or have given verbal
assent. There are several additional communities that the Otto Bremer Foundation has
suggested as possible Community Circle sites. Mary Ann Gwost Hennen has contacted
these communities to see if we might work with their Extension Service.
Site selection is limited by the fact that the project is as yet not fully funded. In
order to issue pass through grants to communities we need to have funds in hand.
Site selection Criteria: (items in bold are additions or changes)
1. Demographics — profile of the community
2. Coalition partners




Purpose ( What are their hopes, their largest aspirations for the
project? What else is going on in the community — how will this fit
in?)
Timeline
Organizational plan — (How are they going to find coalition
partners, participants, etc.)
Number of study circles planned
Media connections? (How do you see yourself working with the
media)

8. Facilitators identified?

9. Project manager — experience?

10. Other funding sources

11. Perceived problems

Evaluation Committee: Susan Anderson

The steering committee was presented with a draft of the evaluation tool to be
used in the fall pilots.

Harry Boyte suggested the facilitators stress the importance of the group summary
or evaluation at the end of each session. “Public evaluation is an important community
building skill that we want to develop as part of the Community Circles Project”

Janet Gendler suggested that we ask project managers to include a sentence or
two about their experiences with finding and using effective translators, child care and
transportation.

Gilbert DelLaO suggested that we ask participants for additional comments after
the questions about attitude change. It would be helpful to allow people to elaborate on
how they might have changed their mind. Julie Plaut seconded the idea.

Facilitation Committee- Sara Taylor

At this time the facilitation committee is concerned about recruitment of quality
facilitators and the method of training to be used. Finding facilitators that are neutral
may involve recruiting from neighboring communities.

Besides the Facilitators Network, Center for Dispute Resolution, Wilder
Foundation and the Minnesota Extension Service it was suggested that we call the
Jefferson Center, Retired Seniors Volunteer Program, local k-12 schools and the
Minnesota Humanities Commission .

We hope to be able to train facilitators for the pilot projects when Wilder trains
their facilitators for their fall study circle projects (October 1 and 2)

The job description for facilitators includes:

Participate in Facilitators training and practice sessions
Work with co-facilitator

Be familiar with entire discussion guide

Moderate the discussion

Moderate the group before and after each session
Participate in the evaluation process

Remain completely neutral during the sessions




Facilitators are not responsible for:
Location
Food
Translators
Child Care
Participant recruitment
Budget
Gilbert DeLayO reported that there are three ways to do translation; 1. Earphones,
2. Individual translators and 3.Group translators. He suggested we check with school

systems for earphones

Action Committee : Susan Anderson

Action committee members are needed to:
Be responsible for creating the conditions that help participants take action.
Be aware of action ideas that surface at community circle meetings.
Identify and reach out to organizations already working on similar issues. Ask if
they would welcome volunteers and how they would like to receive citizen input.
. Hold an action forum and support task forces as they move forward
5. Therese Gales, Myrna Nelson and Julie Plaut agreed to be on the Action Committee.

Steve Young and Moire McMahan both felt strongly that it is important to recognize that
one of the main outcomes of the project is the discussion or the dialogue. Action items
should come from the groups, not be imposed on them.

Sara Taylor suggested that the action committee seek to educate themselves about action
initiatives already in place and be a virtual encyclopedia of same.

Next Meeting — Monday, October 18, 1999 — 12 noon to 2pm

Update

Both Willmar and Austin will have fall pilots. Willmar will start on October 21 and
Austin after their Town Meeting on October 25. Janet and Susan will make site visits in
October to help these communities prepare. A facilitator from Willmar and Susan
Anderson attended Wilder’s facilitator training on October 1&2.

Zoe Nagle from Armstrong High School (Robbinsdale School District) will use our study
guide and our assistance to put together a Community Circle program in her school.

Matt Leighninger from SCRC will join us in November for a barnstorming tour of
Minnesota communities that want to participate in community circles. Input and
resources are being compiled from other Study Circles to assist communities in planning
their projects.




The Discussion guide and Evaluation tool are in a final draft form to be used in the Fall
Pilots. Discussion Guide and Evaluation Committees should expect to meet after the
pilots to discuss revisions to both.

Action Committee will meet in the next few weeks.




Changing Faces Changing Communities
What It Means to Be an American in This Age of Immigration
And Creating a Better Minnesota with Citizen Involvement

Development Update
October 18, 1999

Funds Received:

Beim Foundation $ 2,000

Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen Foundation $ 1,000
Medtronic Foundation 10,000

Otto Bremer Foundation 35,000

Siegel, Brill, Greupner, Duffy & Foster 5,000
ReliaStar Printing In-kind

Funds Pending:

Berglund Foundation $ 3,000
Cargill Foundation 10,000
George Hormel Testamentary Trust 5,000
International Dairy Queen 2,500
John S. & James. L. Knight Foundation 10,000
Jostens Foundation 5,000
Margaret H. & James E. Kelly Foundation 5,000
Minneapolis Foundation 7,500
National Car Rental 500
Study Circles Fund 50,000
Wallin Foundation 2,500




SITE SELECTION ( SITE RECRUITMENT POSSIBILTIES AND PRIORITIES)
Bremer is interested in community circles in Willmar*, St. Cloud*, Marshall** | Pelican
Rapids**, Detroit lakes**, Moorhead, and Cottonwood

Honeywell is interested in community circles in Minneapolis.

Cargill is interested in community circles in Duluth*, Mankato*, St. Peter*, Wayzata*,
Minnetonka*, ST. Paul*, Minneapolis*, and Monticello (St. Cloud*)

Local LWV’S are present in those communities marked with an asterisk (*).
Communities with individual League members are marked with a double asterisk. ( ** ).

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS INTEREST IN COMMUNITY CIRCLES

Committed* Cosidering

Edina /Bloomington Wayzata
Minneapolis* Moorhead/Fargo
Austin® Marshall
St. Paul North Branch
Detroit lakes/Pelican Rapids
Rochester* Freeborn County

St. Cloud* Northfield
Minnetonka,*

Hopkins,Eden Prarie

Winona*

Mankato*

Willmar

Armstrong High School

Asterisk indicates proposal has been sent in.
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TO: Steering Committee and Coalition members,
Changing Faces, Changing Communities

FROM: Janet Gendler, Chair and Susan Anderson, Project Manager
Date: October 11,1999
RE: October 18 Steering Committee Meeting

The next steering committee meeting will be held on Monday,
October 18 from 12:00 noon to 2:00 p.m. at the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota. The League office is located in the Minnesota
Women’s Building, 550 Rice Street in St. Paul, just two blocks north
of the State Capitol. The meeting will take place in the large
conference room on the lower level of the building. If you need
more detailed instructions, please call the League office at 651-224-
5445.

Since the meeting falls during the lunch hour, you can either bring a
lunch or buy a box lunch provided by Café Capitol for $5.00. To
confirm your attendance and to order a box lunch, call Susan
Anderson (612-331-1117) or send an e-mail (susan331@aol.com) by
Friday October 15.

Enclosed you will find notes from the steering committee meeting on
September 13. These notes are not minutes but a summary of major
discussion topics and outcomes from this meeting. Please also find
the agenda for next Monday’s meeting.




Agenda
Changing Faces, Changing Communities
Steering Committee

Monday, October 18, 1999
12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Minnesota Women'’s Building
550 Rice Street, St. Paul

1) Funding Update
2) Communities Selected

3) Report on pilots in Willmar and Austin

4) Dates
Pilots: Willmar ( begins October 21)
Austin (begins shortly after October 25)
Kickoff — to be decided
Facilitator training — late January or early February
Community Circles — February 17 through March 16

Action Forum — to be decided

5) Kickoff (brainstorming)




Steering Committee Summary
Changing Faces, Changing Communities
League of Women Voters Education Fund
Monday, September 13, 1999 -- Noon to 2pm

Attendance: Susan Anderson, Harry Boyte, Gilbert De la O, Judy Duffy, Therese Gales,
Janet Gendler, Phill Jeni, Andrea Lex, Maire Mc Mahon, Myrna Nelson, Julie Plaut,
Sally Sawyer, Sara Taylor, Seng Yang and Steve Young.

Introductions: Phil Jeni joins us from the Citizens’ League and Julie Plaut joins us from
Minnesota Campus Compact .

Announcements: Seng Yang passed out information about Neighborhood House and
asked for support for the Hmong Veterans’ Naturalization Act of 1999 (H.R. 371.TH &
S.890.1S). This bill waives the English language requirement with respect to the
naturalization of certain aliens (or their spouses or widows) who served with special
guerrilla units in Laos.

Discussion Guide;

Bob Hulteen of the Minnesota Council of Churches suggested that we delete the
phrase “new age” from the subtitle. This phrase would be offensive to some sectors of
the religious community

The Discussion guide subtitle will be changed to:

What does it Mean to be an American in this age of Immigration?

Building a new Minnesota with Citizen Involvement

Fall Pilot: Janet Gendler

The communities of Willmar and Austin are now 99% sure that they are ready to
participate in a Pilot project in October and November. Austin is looking for a Project
Director and Willmar is waiting for final approval from their League chapter. Both
communities will start their search for facilitators from their local Extension office.
LWVMN will work closely with these communities as they form coalition partners,
invite participants and develop the logistics of forming a community circle pilot project.

Site Selection: Janet Gendler
Twelve Leagues have either returned their RFP forms or have given verbal
assent. There are several additional communities that the Otto Bremer Foundation has
suggested as possible Community Circle sites. Mary Ann Gwost Hennen has contacted
these communities to see if we might work with their Extension Service.
Site selection is limited by the fact that the project is as yet not fully funded. In
order to issue pass through grants to communities we need to have funds in hand.
Site selection Criteria: (items in bold are additions or changes)
1. Demographics — profile of the community
2. Coalition partners




Purpose ( What are their hopes, their largest aspirations for the
project? What else is going on in the community — how will this fit
in?)
Timeline
Organizational plan — (How are they going to find coalition
partners, participants, etc.)
Number of study circles planned
Media connections? (How do you see yourself working with the
media)

8. Facilitators identified?

9. Project manager — experience?

10. Other funding sources

11. Perceived problems

Evaluation Committee: Susan Anderson

The steering committee was presented with a draft of the evaluation tool to be
used in the fall pilots.

Harry Boyte suggested the facilitators stress the importance of the group summary
or evaluation at the end of each session. “Public evaluation is an important community
building skill that we want to develop as part of the Community Circles Project”

Janet Gendler suggested that we ask project managers to include a sentence or
two about their experiences with finding and using effective translators, child care and
transportation.

Gilbert DeLaO suggested that we ask participants for additional comments after
the questions about attitude change. It would be helpful to allow people to elaborate on
how they might have changed their mind. Julie Plaut seconded the idea.

Facilitation Committee- Sara Taylor

At this time the facilitation committee is concerned about recruitment of quality
facilitators and the method of training to be used. Finding facilitators that are neutral
may involve recruiting from neighboring communities.

Besides the Facilitators Network, Center for Dispute Resolution, Wilder
Foundation and the Minnesota Extension Service it was suggested that we call the
Jefferson Center, Retired Seniors Volunteer Program, local k-12 schools and the
Minnesota Humanities Commission .

We hope to be able to train facilitators for the pilot projects when Wilder trains
their facilitators for their fall study circle projects (October 1 and 2)

The job description for facilitators includes:

Participate in Facilitators training and practice sessions
Work with co-facilitator

Be familiar with entire discussion guide

Moderate the discussion

Moderate the group before and after each session
Participate in the evaluation process

Remain completely neutral during the sessions




Facilitators are not responsible for:
Location
Food
Translators
Child Care
Participant recruitment
Budget

Gilbert DeLayO reported that there are three ways to do translation; 1. Earphones,
2. Individual translators and 3.Group translators. He suggested we check with school
systems for earphones

Action Committee : Susan Anderson

Action committee members are needed to:
Be responsible for creating the conditions that help participants take action.
Be aware of action ideas that surface at community circle meetings.
Identify and reach out to organizations already working on similar issues. Ask if
they would welcome volunteers and how they would like to receive citizen input.
4. Hold an action forum and support task forces as they move forward
5. Therese Gales, Myrna Nelson and Julie Plaut agreed to be on the Action Committee.

Steve Young and Moire McMahan both felt strongly that it is important to recognize that
one of the main outcomes of the project is the discussion or the dialogue. Action items
should come from the groups, not be imposed on them.

Sara Taylor suggested that the action committee seek to educate themselves about action
initiatives already in place and be a virtual encyclopedia of same.

Next Meeting — Monday, October 18, 1999 — 12 noon to 2pm

Update

Both Willmar and Austin will have fall pilots. Willmar will start on October 21 and
Austin after their Town Meeting on October 25. Janet and Susan will make site visits in
October to help these communities prepare. A facilitator from Willmar and Susan
Anderson attended Wilder’s facilitator training on October 1&2.

Zoe Nagle from Armstrong High School (Robbinsdale School District) will use our study
guide and our assistance to put together a Community Circle program in her school.

Matt Leighninger from SCRC will join us in November for a barnstorming tour of
Minnesota communities that want to participate in community circles. Input and
resources are being compiled from other Study Circles to assist communities in planning
their projects.




The Discussion guide and Evaluation tool are in a final draft form to be used in the Fall
Pilots. Discussion Guide and Evaluation Committees should expect to meet after the
pilots to discuss revisions to both.

Action Committee will meet in the next few weeks.




SITE SELECTION ( SITE RECRUITMENT POSSIBILTIES AND PRIORITIES)

Bremer is interested in community circles in Willmar*, St. Cloud*, Marshall** , Pelican
Rapids**, Detroit lakes**, Moorhead, and Cottonwood

Honeywell is interested in community circles in Minneapolis.

Cargill is interested in community circles in Duluth*, Mankato*, St. Peter*, Wayzata*,
Minnetonka*, ST. Paul*, Minneapolis*, and Monticello (St. Cloud*)

Local LWV’S are present in those communities marked with an asterisk (*).
Communities with individual League members are marked with a double asterisk. ( ** ).

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS INTEREST IN COMMUNITY CIRCLES

Committed*

Cosidering

Edina /Bloomington
Minneapolis*
Austin*

St. Paul

Rochester*®

St. Cloud*
Minnetonka,*
Hopkins,Eden Prarie
Winona*

Mankato*

Willmar

Armstrong High School

Asterisk indicates proposal has been sent in.

Wayzata

Moorhead/Fargo

Marshall

North Branch

Detroit lakes/Pelican Rapids
Freeborn County

Northfield




Changing Faces Changing Communities
What It Means to Be an American in This Age of Immigration
And Creating a Better Minnesota with Citizen Involvement

Development Update
October 18, 1999

Funds Received: -

Beim Foundation $2,000

Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen Foundation $ 1,000
Medtronic Foundation 10,000

Otto Bremer Foundation 35,000

Siegel, Brill, Greupner, Duffy & Foster 5,000
ReliaStar Printing In-kind

Funds Pending:

Berglund Foundation

Cargill Foundation

George Hormel Testamentary Trust
International Dairy Queen

John S. & James. L. Knight Foundation
Jostens Foundation

Margaret H. & James E. Kelly Foundation
Minneapolis Foundation

National Car Rental

Study Circles Fund

Wallin Foundation




Focus on Study Circles

Summer 1997

The Big Bang

Creating a successful kickoff for your study circle program

The kickoff is one of the periodic large meetings
that help to focus and define a community-wide study
circle program. It allows you to demonstrate that
many different organizations are involved, that high-
profile people have ‘bought in’ to the idea, and that
taking part in a study circle will give citizens a real
opportunity to effect change on an issue they care
about. In short, it gives people the sense that they are
part of something larger than themselves.

The kickoff meeting is your first chance to show
potential participants that your study circle program
is a truly community-wide effort. Study circle
organizers sometimes make the mistake of thinking
that a study circle is like an amoeba: the first group
will automatically create two other study circles,
which will create four more, and on and on. It usually
doesn’t work that way. People come out for study
circles in large numbers because they think the
program will help the community make meaningful -
progress on an issue; the kickoff presents the idea that
action is possible, that the whole community must be
involved, and that a study circle program is the way

. to do it.

It is important to think of your kickoff as the
beginning of something larger, rather than as an end
in itself. There are several elements that will make it
clear to the community that the effects of the day will
be lasting:

1. High-profile speakers — Call on people who
have high visibility either in the community or
nationally. They can speak knowledgeably about the
issue, give legitimacy to the idea, and provide
inspiration to the community. It is important that
these people are able to speak specifically about the
value of study circles.

2. An explanation of what study circles are,
and how the program works — Sometimes your fea-
tured speaker can do this, but it is also wise to have a
member of your steering committee explain the need
for study circles, the specifics of how people can par-
ticipate, and the ways in which the ideas and recom-
mendations that arise in individual groups will be
presented to the community. They should also
describe how a concluding forum will channel the
citizen energy generated by the program.

3. Testimonials from people who have been
involved in study circles — Invite someone who took
part in a pilot study circle to talk about the value of
the process. You can also invite a representative from
a large-scale study circle program in another commu-
nity to talk about the impact of the program.

4. Breakout study circle sessions — You can
give people a feel for study circles by dividing them
into groups for a first session. Give Busy Citizen’s
Guides to the participants so they will be able to see
what the subsequent sessions will be like.

5. Specific ways for people to sign on — Give
people the opportunity to sign up, right there on the
spot, to be participants or facilitators.

Always provide food, and always leave some
free time for socializing. Contact SCRC for agendas
from successful kickoffs.

Be sure to invite the media. Consider radio, tele-
vision, and print journalists. Send out a press release
ahead of time that mentions your speakers, and
follow up to see if you can arrange interviews.

Some study circle kickoffs have been ineffective
because they didn’t establish enough of a connection
to the study circles that were to follow. The opening
speaker did not mention study circles, there was no
explanation of the nuts and bolts of the program,
there were no reports from pilots or any other study
circles, and the breakout sessions were presented as
complete dialogues in themselves rather than demon-
strations of what a study circle is like. These kickoffs
generated some emotion, but also a fair amount of
skepticism, since people know that a problem like
crime or racism cannot be solved or even meaning-
fully addressed in a day.

If you make it clear that your one-day event is
the launching of a sustained community dialogue,
your kickoff will strike a chord that resounds
throughout the duration of the program. By
emphasizing the strength and variety of the
sponsoring coalition, the support of community
leaders, and the potential for action, your kickoff will
begin to persuade people that they are part of a
community capable of solving its problems.




: September 27, 1999

: Minnesota Extension Community Leaders

: Janet Gendler, Chair

: “Changing Faces, Changing Communities,” community circles on
immigration sponsored by the League of Women Voters of Minnesota
Education Fund

The application deadline for the Community Circles Project has been extended
to October 15, 1999. We encourage you to submit your proposals and to also
look for money from community sources.

The following memo was sent to League presidents in June:

Are you looking for increased visibility in your community? Do you want to
learn about a new tool for addressing an important public policy issue? Are
you interested in a new way to add to community life and perhaps to recruit
new members in the process? Are you interested in cooperating with other
Leagues in your area on an interesting local issue with regional as well as
statewide implications?

If so, you're invited to participate in "Changing Faces, Changing
Communities,” a community circles project on immigration sponsored by the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota Education Fund.

Community Circles are a means of small-group deliberation developed in 1990
as a project of the Topsfield Foundation, a nonprofit nonpartisan foundation
whose goal is to improve the quality of public life in the United States.

For the Minnesota project, groups of 8 - 12 people representing a

cross-section of their communities will meet to discuss immigration and how

it affects their community, to get to know one another, to consider different
points of view, and suggest solutions for problems. They will use a

discussion guide which was developed in cooperation

with the SCRC by a committee led by the LWVMN to help focus serious and
broad

public conversation among a range of voices: conservative and liberal; young,
middle-aged, old; new and not-so-new immigrants as well as Native Americans;
leaders as well as followers; skeptics and believers.

The LWVMNEEF is the lead sponsor of this project in Minnesota. Local
government, community organizations, church groups, ethnic groups, and media




organizations serve as members of the steering committee and as coalition
}Jill’lI]t:I'S.

What will the LWVMN provide participating communities? All participating
Leagues will receive organizer and facilitator training; assistance in
connecting with diverse populations; easy-to-use, tested discussion guides
for facilitators and participants; and general on-going support.

In addition, communities may apply for a grant which would help cover the
cost of a project coordinator, child care, refreshments, transportation, room
rental, translators (if needed), publicity and advertising; office costs;

costs for rental of audio/video equipment, or other miscellaneous costs
incurred by communities..

If you are interested in participating in this Community Circles project,
please return the enclosed application by October 15, 1999. If you have
questions, please call project chair Janet Gendler (tel:612-920-3567 ) or
project director Susan Anderson (tel:612-331-1117).




Grant Application and Agreement
APPLICATION

Name of community

Person responsible for this application

Name Phone

Address

E-mail

Community/Communities which will be involved in the project

Amount requested as grant stipend $

(Attach a separate page with a description of the grant request and budget
line items.)

If awarded a grant, I, , fully understand and agree
that this money may in no way be used to further any League activities that
advance or promote membership programs or advocacy programs or issues.

One half of the grant will be distributed upon approval of the grant

application in January 2000. The next 45% will be distributed when the
community circles convene in mid-February/early March and the final 5% will
be awarded upon submission of the financial report.

Signature Date:

Please submit this application no later than Octoberl5, 1999 to: Janet
Gendler, Project Chair, "Changing Faces, Changing Communities," LWVMNEF, 550
Rice Street, St. Paul, MN 55103

Please call Janet Gendler, project chair (tel: 612-920-3567) or Susan
Anderson, project director (tel: 612-331-1117) with questions or requests for
assistance.




AGREEMENT
The local League/grant recipient will:

.lesignate at least one individual to participate in a training workshop
sponsored by the League of Women Voters of Minnesota Education Fund.

organize at least one community circle® consisting of eight to twelve
individuals representing a broad range of people from the community who will
meet once a week for five weeks from mid-February to late March 2000.
(Community circles must be held by April 2000.)

devote special attention to bringing together as diverse a group as possible,
1.e., old immigrants and new, Native Americans (if appropriate in the given
community), a variety of religious and political views, old and young,
business people, local government officials, unemployed etc.

assist in identifying a facilitator for each community circle organized.

arrange for room rental, refreshments, and childcare, transportation,
translators as needed for each community circle.

contact local print and broadcast media to arrange for coverage of the
community circles and/or to encourage other news articles or editorials
related to the topics to be addressed by the community circle(s)

.:()mmunicaue regularly with the "Changing Faces, Changing Communities" project
chair and/or project director.

at the end of the project, submit receipts and invoices and prepare a final
report documenting the expenditures included in the grant request.
The League of Women Voters of Minnesota Education Fund will provide:

organizer and facilitator training for each participating community (at a
location and time to be determined)

discussion guides for community circle facilitators and participants

assistance in connecting with diverse populations in participating communities
general on-going support and counsel

timely payment of all grant requests

* Each local organizer is committed to establishing at least one community

ircle but may form as many as ten circles (or more) depending on the level
.;l' interest in the respective community.
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