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There are 53 local Leagues in Minnesota with 510C members,
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
TENTH STREET, ROOM 406

December 22, 1954
To: Local League Presidents
From: Mrs, Basil Young, President

55100 Over 80 enthusiastic lLemgue members attended the training session
FOR LOBBYISTS for lobbyists held at Macelester College on December 8th apd de—
clared their willingness to teke our program to the Capitol, and
we are indeed grateful to them for assuming this respensible and time—consuming task.
they will be becring the heaviest burden of this pert of our League work,
ladies in the lobby will need the help and support of gvery League member via
letter, telephone, telegreph and personal contact with your legisletors, for we know
they 1isten herdest to their own constituents, I hope you are planning some sort of
informal get-together with them before, or in the early part of, the session, En—
closed you will find coples of the new inserts for your Lobby-by-Letter folder which
you recelved two years ago, Will you send in your order for the number you will need
for your members and ask them to insert them in place of the sheets that ere in that
folder now? Hew members will of course need the full kit, and we would like to have
your order for these, too, as soon as possible, The supply is limited, The cost of
the full kit is 25¢; inserts alone are 3¢, Ve are elso enclosing a schedule of the
legislative tours, which lists the time the Capitol will be gt home" to your League.

IEGISLAPIVE EMPHASIS At its mecting on December 9th, the state Boerd defined the pri-

pery objective of the Leegue of .lomen Voters of Minnesote in the
1955 session to be the passage of & bill submitting the question of celling consti-
tutionsl convention to the electorate in the 1956 election. In addition, the League
J ork on contimuing responsibilities on our program, end, in response to the re-
quest of local lLeagues throughout Hinnesot:, for & measure to carry out the present
constitutional provision of reapportionment or will seek, through constitutional
revision, some permanent solution.

"iith respect to this continuing responsibility, the Board took

the following action: It eccepted minor revislons to the Zmploy-
ment on Merit bill of 1953 proposed by the Winnesote Councll for FEPG, including the
chenge in neme from "Employment on Merit" to "FEPC'. It reiterated our position that
we will not be satisfied with a fair employment bill which does not contein enforce—
ment powers, and we recommend and support the enforcement provisions of the original
unemended 1953 bill (enforcement by the District Court). e are giving further study
to additional enforcement provisions which have been added by the Minnesota Council
for FEPC to the enforcement provisions of the 1953 bill,

ITa I am very heppy to report two new appointments to the State Board:
APPOINTHENTS Mrs, Relph Norgaard of Minneepolis as Constitutional Revision

Cheirmen, and Mrs, H, B, Hoesly of Falcon Heights, as Reappor-
tionment Cheirmen,

I AND "le are attaching coples of proposed Flatform revision and by-law
VISION amendments to conform with action taken by the last national con—
vention, ¥ill you go over these carefully with your Board and

send in any suggestions you mey have along with your PROGR:M SUGGUSTICNS which, mey -
1 renind you, ere due Februery 12th? I hope you will impress upen your units the
{mportence of full discussion of suggestions for our 1955-56 progrem, Our progrem—
meking process is one of the sources of strength end effectiveness of the League end
should be fully understood end perticipated in by every member.







VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

December 13, 1954

e wish to extend to you our hearty congratulations upon your election,
which iz evidence of the trust and confidence your constltuents have
d in you, end to commend you for your willingness to serve your
trict and the state as a member of the Minnesota legislature,

The intsrest which you have thus menifested in our state government 1s
shared by the League of omen Voters of Minnesota, which seeks constant-
to encourage citizens to take an active end informed pert In govern—
ent, /s a nonpertisan organization, we serve no special group and take
positions only on issues thet concern government, are in the public in-
terest, and on which our 5,100 members have reached consensus after
thorough research and study, Our current program consists of working
for the calling of a constitutional convention end meking recommendations
as to vhat & new constitution should containm, *ith emphasis on state
finences, legisletive reorganizetion end reepportionment. Other items,
on which we have worked in the past and to which we are giving sustained
sttention as contimuing responsibilities, are: Falr employment practices
legisletion, perty designetion for leglisletors and civil service.

Inforsation on these issues is made availeble to interested citizens
through our 54 Leagues in the state, You will from time to time receive
meterizl in which we think you might be interested, snd we cordially in-
vite you to request any further informstion you feel you would llke to
have on these vital subjects.

g shall be looking forward to meeting end working with you in the im-
portant legislative session which 1lies ahead,

Sincerely,

lrs., Basil Young
President

lrs, ‘Bussell Juncan
Legisletive Chairman




December 20, 1954
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ent Chairmen, local League
¥, State Reapportionment Cheirman

You have mede the decision! TYour answers to the reapportiomment . }

indicsted the u are resdy for asction, From your response, the 0&rd has

decided on the followin roach

# 1, We will suppert the BI:""ﬂru-"l bill {nr sbmetmng 1ike it] which comes close to
reapportioning on & population basis under the present Constitution.

e will support legislation calling for an amendment to the Constitution if

a, 1t provides for some degree of area compromise approximeting the Missouri
plan or the rﬂca,n‘nn&ttor of the Minnesota Constitutional Commission.

it contains an enforcement

It stends to reeson
tricts and move the oth“r
crat ic :rinf_j' e Lan,

3 'hvse same
gentetives in the
ars, This,then,

igor your campaign to toke this issue to the commun-
'.'e are ‘lcnf‘n".lnz on local Leagues to "cerry the b
tuetion. Our lobbyi
the session, but YOU and your
ing on you ‘or a
vigorous local

If your 1 olﬂor is a new member, will you take a copy of "Democracy Denied" to

higf T ’ ve you en excellent auzortun1 f te e in the Lezsgue's stand re-

garding reanporzlo’ ='t measures. If he is an old member, he has received his

cony, but you will want to explain to him vhat type of bill we 1 support (see

block above), It will help our lobbyists if you let us know his attitude toward the
ague's stond on reepportionment....2 postcard will do. FPlease send to:

B, Hoesly, 1758 Arona, 5%, Paul 13, Minnesota

remind you tr‘m your tours to the legis \.J‘c ars an excell 911.
atives in the Capitol, ! ll—-chos:n L
t fe:- from 10 e sre inveluable, If any of your
i ession, urge them to look up

ar Leagues have asked f‘or fur ther
suggest that you cor b ef‘lsi"n' a(,, L; Jﬂ 5 umer o :m'*c c
Also the large L"'u:r I :cseﬂ rteapncrtin ent of Sematorial Districts",
the aJEC* ic made under the bill, £An analysis of this chrt should
the bill would accemplish. Be sure to look up your dis-

be weﬂ to e“baeize fe'r af the arg'_‘nﬂ"f*; you will encounter in discussing




674,899
355,322
2,982,483

. » this is less true of urban than of rural
ors heve not pre i & united nt even on

ts are off to you, he job is well started: now, let us see it thr
successful finish! And remember — a more fairly apportioned legislature v
more feirly apportioned constituticual convention,

sU PUBLICITY on REAPPCRTICH
Cartoons — hera's lots of room for your imeginetion to take over, It isn't the art
L :
st counts, you know, but the id Good for newsper

etc,

epresented areas in 'D')t"
them from figures you have,

view th-\ pan on the street — o tabulate the results.,..it's fun
0 do, and it gives you an oppor .rit\ to state your cause,

; Denied" — have coples placed with strategic groups ~ politicel parties
public and school libreries, civic groups etc,

1le commentery for nex er or other dis-

to accept eny opportunity to provide a2 apeeke explain r
A local member cen usi 1 (
through the state offi

forget this excell
cal or metropolitan n

sare of the results of ortionment in your com eck
t of 3L\1 fr\ri 1 tricts" to determine the effects on your
-:'n' 5 L oppor tunity
: 111 support th
& citizens lobby he not only vo yes", but
work actively for passage of
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YYomen Voters of Minnesota Jenuary 24,1955
South Tenth 5t., Room 406 it
Finneapolis 3, Minnesota
LEGI

Holmquist (C), Mullin (C),
Jdicia ¥ \.ormit..e,c,

Anderson (C) and
Ge B al Legislation G
a:rint Hot yet set.
t mp'ﬁ &n ‘dministrative measure, merked "Urgent", and
he Majority Floor Leader.
er, 1956:

ion o¢ zhﬂ state of Minn.?"
e

1ld '.’O"!" on
he House, 56 of the ,; mbers ian
or Cu= c(vrﬂﬁ“ﬂ* .ncwsnlv“s as in favor of the bill; in the Senete, 15 of
3 OF 414, expressed strongly favorable views, Of the remainder, the maj-
18y hed an ed giving the metter further study.

the time to write your legislators in sap*ort of these bills,
thoss of you e leglsletor 1s a member of either the Senate Judic
House General le letion Committees have r special responsibility in urg
vote for the bills in committee, RHemember the first axiom of politics
cerds from bona fide constituents is the most effective lobbying kmown."
’I"tk. J\lﬂl" sommi 2 House Genersl Legislation Committee:
Hagland (L) Cha, IIndquist (C)
I Ogle (C)
Farks (C)
Paskewitz (L)
Fraser (L) ] 8 L) Schwenke (C)
Gillen ( )

Hanson,R, (C) ot‘hthz { ) rost (C) Thompson (C)
llllﬂE (1) Jefeld (C) reemen (C) Tomczyk (L)
lasek (C) Wright (C) : lanvick (L)

e (L)
Uidstrand (L)
Yindmiller (C)

rtionment Committee
0 thn co ﬂst1t1t1¢n fo‘Lor,

U:}, uuchcll (C), Semltz (L)

8 i:'J the 'tLll hef'are su;mortx ng it,
Popovich,(L), Herzog (L), Yegner (C), French (C)
ortionment
i ! in been introduced in the House, It
cous'i.'u fonsel provisions and definesthe
\ for each lez gisletive district in the state, - It




Lesgue of Jomen Voters of Minnesote EGISL.TIVE N, Jan, 24,'55,page 2

rectifies the most glsring inequities and recognizes the rursl 4ﬂ%irr for
srea considerstion, by limiting Twin City representation to about 855 of
their true representation,

e from the sbove informetion, several reepportionment measur
It is encoursging to see the reapportionment co
work., e cennot over emphesize the importince of
for respporti ent in full gear. Some legislators sre admitt
sure end we must not let ur i thet they ere in seszion,

Just e reminder — have you delivered the copy of DEOCR/
lator s requested in our December letter? We find th
cistive of this informetion and we went to make certain

1 can do; If you heve an opportuhity t
m (s our Lobbylsts are doing) thet s
has an opportunity to consider the "BE!‘FEI‘ui" bill
houses legisletors need a better u.11<:1m'st«eu'|'1m= of the Minneso
Commissions Flan,

if your League happens to have en extra copy of the Constitutional
1541011 3 Report we would so apureciate heving them in the state office.

PIRTY D

to Jlecrinns end Reer
CherL (cy, { tter (L), Karth (L)
, Lother {L),
:'.n:ip.. R, (L), F Skeate (L), Yidstrand (L)
Karth (L J "Wozniak (L), or (L), Lindquist (€)
A11 bills referred to Elections Committee.

On Thursdey, Jan, 19, the Lesgue testified at the heari
held for p‘rur oncnts, On Thursdey, Jan, 27 there will be a heeri
opponents, These were House Hearings, Senate heerings not yet se
1 cen do: WNow is the time to write your legislater, especially if |

Committees listed below:

t Com, ZElections Co
(

ction

Er 1)
:n:lerc'm,
nderson, H.H.

Bcrrler { )

“'\B'ulC( (c)

-‘u'l er ( )
Galleg
Grebe (L

The {-.»ove t1‘1a

. ua"ort‘nt, ﬂ'c general t
e bi 11 b= passed Dl' m rom'wlttee for th

1 in the process of being written, Hore news shortly.
I read the Gover or's "d:l@:'. Hessege, and study it in the light of
materisl the last two years io the figld &f Finance.
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