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1856

damee Kuderling,(Mpls.) Sigford (Boseville) Wright (S5t, Paunl)
Grunditz (Richfield) Outhrie, Wilson, Duncan, Kane,

Mre, Guthrie's opening statement: Legislative work is an implementation of what we do in
all league work 18Te, She weuld 1ike local people in on the original planning.e

The legislative co ttee will carry on in what the public relations people have been
doing prior to the legislature, They will apply the same idems, in their approech to the
legislatore,$hat the public relations committee have applied to the publid,

Some ideas for consideration

Legislative news letter,
Plans to revise the lobby-by-letter kite.
Plans for work with the HCOGS committes,
Area conferences, possibly during Mrs, Horner's visit,
We should make good use of timing, We should do a spacific thing at a specific time so th
that we can contact legislators at that time,

legislative
The/committese has sent a price tag and letter to every legislator asicing them to wear the t
tag on Constitubion Day. DO THCCTNE PR YN TGEEY Sugzestion follow un?
Mrs, Wilson: During the summer we should copy Mre, Gruner's idea in the FEP campaign,
and interview some of the opponents to Con. Oonvention and contact also many of our big
businesses,

Huriel Grunditz referred to th 1 r factual information to anewsr arguments which ars
advanced against Con, Bevision, She referred specifically to the arguments contained in
the Tribune's EAXT¥NXT¥K Editorial Roundup which she read, Mrs, Outhrie agresd that the
lobbrist needs to have actunl facBs, but not in the form of & question and anewer sheet,
aatlo The UN system of hav a monthly workshop which keeps people up to date
ght help in keeping lobhrie i o ring the legislative session of the various
.wman;n which are be

As a result of the ahove sugmestion, ¢ ag raised as to whether we should have Such
ragx¥xr workehops, having a workshop e followed by an afterncon mesting for the
committea,
rted that a meeting of the League for Mimnesota } ciphlitiss was being
and su ted that we find out the type of Ethohiolmarmsnintaxds
ion bill the League for Minn. Mun, intends to support
aratofors they have only sunported amendments on

0 the preparation of a fact sheet for lobbyists, there ies the problem
the material we have, and picking out the main arguments,

Mrs. Wilson sated the plan followed in the Dumbarton Osks ommpaign of having 2 or 3
peopla in afteam ", each person on that team to be responsible for definite information
re constitutional revision, so that a "tean" could call upon a business man and be pre=
pared to answer any of his questions fully.d af,, airu Jeinca

It was suzgested that an outlined talk be prepared,
Mrs, Wilson suggested that after state filighk are closed, & letter be sent to each candi-

ast
.te, congratulating him for his sense of phblic duty, and offering him material we have if
¥ i i 3

should desire 5

Qz. Guthrie: we should make contact with the pre-primary candidate, getting the matepial

to each candidate as he files Aleo ask him what groups
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Minutes of Legislative Committee meeting on 6-7-56 after Mrs.
Duncan left.

Betty Kane of Golden Valley came at this time,

It was pointed out that at the beginning of the Leglslative
Comm!ttee work, it would be a good time to e asize that

the Voter'a Service job and the Legislative job should not be
confused. They are entirely separate phases of work.

Members of the Minneapolis Leagme who were on khe committee
agreed to work on the three types of sample letters which wlll
be sent to local leagues and which will go out to all leglslators
after filings for office clo=ze.

The question came up &s to whather our Continuing Resprmnsibllites
should be mentioned in these letters or whether the concentration
should be entirely on Constitutional Convention. The consensus
seemad to be that only materisl on Convention should be sent in
the original letter but that we should later give leglslators sll
our material on the State program, This, however, seemed to be
a decision which the State Board should make, It was suggested
that kits on all material available on the State program should
be sent to local leagues.

What meterisl to send in the letters to the leglslators was aslso
discussed. "Eight Reasons Wny" seemsd to be the first cholece as
long as the printed pamphlgts were not ready. It was felt that
"Background Material on a “onstitutional Convention for Minmesota'
by Yrs. Norgaard should also be included.

All :T-ue_;;tslative Committee members asked for a list of members of
the Minnesotas Citizens Constitutional Committee.

Brief discussion of revision of the Lobby-by-Letter Kit was held.
It was felt that the format was so good that 1t was hard to im-
prove, The only suggeasted change was that more general information
on the Constitutional Convention sheet would be better than the
apecific material used before.

¥rs., Mentis of 3t. Fenl and Mra. Grunditz of Richfleld were asked
to do interviewing of opponents. It seemed to the group that the
rallroads were about the only opponents which 1t might be feasible
to interview, but 1t was also felt that we should go very alowly
in our interviewing and that we should get help both from the
State Board and the Minnesots Cltizens Constitutional Committee
regar:ing organizations to see.

411 of the plana mede on this day would be submitted to the State
Board on June 20th for spproval.

The next meeting was set for Thursday, June 28th, at 10:00 A.M,

Meeting adjourned at 12315. . P i

wig

Muriel Grundit
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League of Women Voters of Minnesota, S
FE 8-8791 November l"b

Memol
Froal

Let this be the gulding ligk Fall agislat k.

12,000 coples of "Well, % a Enow,...Minnesoto HAS a Constitution'
in ci1cul t ‘Er:ugu:ut the ut ate, re ars golng cut every day.
r(Lch.ng out into the community and mors people are owere that we need a Constitution—
al Convention, These people must now make their wishes Imown to thelr loglelators

As you know, the Senate defeated the Oonstitutional Oonvention Bill L0 %o 27 last
session, Sinoe the same Senators will be there ngein, our only hope of passing the
bill io to sea come "No" wotes awltch to "fes" votes. Passege of the bill requirea
2/3 majority in both houses. This iz 45 votes in the Senate (or 18 more the t
tims) and 88 votes in the House.

Teke your Legislative Oall, review your 1953 and 1955 Legislative Reporte, Toke
& look at ths record plan your state leglelative ection mccordingly, We are
waiting to heur from you that your legislator will vote for & Constitutional Conven—
tion this time.

To help you, We ere sending a suggested plon for
of a Queationnaire for Intervi a list
» end under sap gis of the
ui*trlc with suggeetions of things to do to garner eupport of our program,




of Women Voters of Minnesota, 15 & Washington Aves, S5,E., Minnespolin 1k, Minn,
B 8-8791 Ming 11/56-2¢

A IO IT YOURSELF FROJEOT — LOBEY-AT-HOME CAMPAIGH

Lobty by Letter Oampaign
As By Leagne membership

Try organieing letter writing cempaigm in the unite, The purpose is to
insure & steady flow of letters from conetituents to legislators from
Tecember until the end of the sesoion, Make arrangements that three or
more letters be written at sach unit meeting, Plan to reach each of the
leglelators on our program measures, Maybe yould like %o write several
lettere one time and mail them at different intervals, Take ten minutsc
for "legislative action" time at each unit meeting from now untll the
session ends,

By non-members

Ask thet members get three or mor snde o write, Ask thet they got a
leader in the community to sbands to write., Ack your ward
chairman or party worker & > is especially lmportant, since a
measurs must have party ow Ask that they write to editors.

Loty by Person Campaign
Ay Interviews by local legislative chairman

Before your legislator leaves for St, Paul, will you %alk to him} Refer
to the Legielative Frogram which we mailed to him and explain it to him,
Will you £111 out the enclosed Questionnaire and return ome copy to the
gtate office by January 15th, if posaible? These aneweras will be invalu-~
gble to the State Legislative Committee in planning thelr contacts with
legislators during the session, We have included only Comstitutional Con~
vention, Reapportionment end Party Designation for Legislators because

the principle leglslation for Fair Employment and Civil Service has passed,
and our role is one of protector., When you interview your legislator on
Party Tesignation, will you ask him if he favors Party Designation for
legislatora only, or for county officials, too.

Contacto with legislatore during the session,

Meke a definite plan for League members and non-members to contact their
legislators in responee to "time for action calls. 1k to individual
citizens to whom you have given "Well, What D'ya Enowd" Ask them if they
would (in the interest of better government for Mimnesota) write a letter
a8 suggested on page thirty-one,

There are 23 districts with no 108 in Minnesote. These are listed on your

Instruotion Gheets for Belling Well, What D'ya Enow.,.." Will you meke &

liat of people that your members ov from a neighboring district. Then mail

them & copy of "Well, What D'ye Enow....Minnesota HAS a Constitution," Ask

them if they would (in the interest of better government for Minnesota) write
. e letter such as suggested on page thirty-cne.

This whole campaien must of course be tailored to fit the needs of your district, as
determined by the record of your leglslator, You will recelivs undsr separate cover
on mnalysis of the voting record in your distriet with suggestlions of things you might
do to garner more support for ocur program,




Lepigue of Women Voters of Minnesota, 15 & Washington Aves, 5.2., Minneapolis 14, Minn,
R B-8791 Hovember 1356

{®¥o coplee are included, one for office, one for you to keep, Order as many
more, free of charge, as you need for your number of legislators in your district,)

Conatituticnal Convention

Party Designation for

tutional Conw

. Heepportionment

Party Designation for Legielators

Oonstitutional Convention

Reapportionment

Party Designation for Legislatore

What ie your leglslators attitude toward the League? Did he make any significant
statemantal

What are your plans for lobbying at home? (use other side of sheat to elaborata)




ers of Minnescta, 15 & Washington Aves,

district, name, county and address.
: caucns information, C for conservative, L libaral, i= from an Asscciated
s articles, and sh how he s "es i to caucus" by the reporter, The first
e for ker of the House will in te his caucus definitely. Three districts,
58 may have recounts, rs, and correct this sheet according-
ful winners dicated by risks, en results are announced, cross
ree names, 1 in 1 district,

Adams, James L. Hennep + 1504 10 Ave.S., Hinneabolis
Affeldt, Leland A.5r, Polk Co, osst
Aluer1n< Georg Millelacs-Kanabec-Sherburne Co., Pease
Pepe Co, Starbuc
Hennepin Co. U919 Colfax Ave, So., Mirmeapolis
Nicollet Co, North Mankato
Co, 1048 Van Slyke Ave,, St, Paul

"rgstTan. o Lo Mille Lacs-Kanal e Hora
Aune, Ole J Otter Tail Co,
Basfc:d. Harry Becker Co.
Battles, Roseau Co
Beanbloss o R v M 92 E, Wheelock Fkwy.,
1 H 5100 Ridge Road, Minni
Twin Valley
cods Co. Bemidji
k-Lake Co,
occhlchirg Co,
nepin Co, 1219 Lakeview Ave,, neapclis
t. Louis Co, &
Freeborn Co,

c
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c
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L
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Enestvedt, Odean
Erdahl, L, B.
*Erickson, Ceo, E.

rﬂh:ll Co. Argyle
Olmsted Co, Rochester, Minn,
Cottonwood Co, Mountain Lake
*lhD Penn Ave, So., Minneapolis
Hennepin Co, 2322 2nd St, N,E., Minneapclis
St. Louis Co, Virginia
Wabasha Co, Lake City
lincoln Co, Ivanhoe
Wing-Morrison at large, Little Falls
3415 Knox Ave, No,, Minneapolis
ard 6. 824 Cherckee Ave,, St, Faul
Co, Clara City
Hennepin Co, 1913 So, 6th 5t., Minneapolis
Crow Wing Co, Brainerd
COwatonna

Qe n.!' Hooroaron

Jackson Co,
COrant C
Brown
Swift
Clay
Adtkin
Wright Co 3 Maple Lake
Harth, Joa Ramsey £, County Road D., St, Paul
Eelley, Jerry Ramsey c 726 Capitol Heights, 5t, Faul
J Lyon Co, Harshall
Fine Co, Denham
Stearns 2nd Divisien Co, Cold Spring
Dakota Co, Farmington
Kandiyohi Co, Kandiychi
Kording, E, J. Hennepin Co. 3533 36 Ave, So,, Minneapolis
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LaBrosse, ancis
Langen, 0din S
Langley,Clarence G,
Larson, ALf

Lindquist, Leonard E. H

Lorentz,Jos P,
Lovik, 4. W,
Luther

Mitchell, Don
chicr, Leo D

} reurg,e E,
‘.uﬁ' on, H. N.
nouse, Julian O.

Ogle, Arthur
Oleson, Carl G,
Ottinger, Howard
Otto, Alfred J,
Parks, Clifton
Paulsen,

i *Peterson,

11lipa, Seth R.
gorakl, Anthony
FPopovich, Pater
Prifrel, Joseph Jr.
Read, Deway
Rutter, Loren 5.
Schulz, Hoy
Schumann, Marvin C,
Searle, d
Shipka, Viadimir
Shovell, Bill
Gkeate, John P,
Sorensen, Wm,
Sundet, A.
Swenson,
Gwenaon,

Tiamann,

Tomezyk,
Ukkelberg, C1lif
Van De [

Volatad,

Voxland,

Wanvick, Arne O,

Warnke, Curtis B,

Wee, Reuben

Wetzel, Jeorgs F.
chterman, B, M,
detrand, Paul B.

a

ninﬁmt.ler,
Wozniak, D,
Wright, T.
Yetka, Lawrence

olis 14, Kinn.

3138 Restormel 5t,, Zuluth

aion 0o, Red Wing

6940 W, River
Hubbard Co
Hennepin Co, 1937 Kenwaod Farkway ,
Hennepin Co. 2701 Orand Ave. So.
Wincna lst Division Co, Winona
Le Sueur Co. Montgomery
Winona 2nd Division Co,
Lyon Oo. Marshall
St. Louis Co. 1805 W,
Hobles Co. Round Lake
Hennepin Co, L340 Washburn Ave, H,,
Sibley Co, Arlington
S3t. Louis Co. 7408 Grand Ave,, IDuluth
Hennapin Co. 3357 Linceln 5%, ¥
kin Co. Breckenrl

28 Co, Alexandria
Anoka-Isanti Co, 44 ABth Way N.E.,
Mesker Co. ‘..it.cr'tjcl_i
St. Louls Qo.
Chisago Co.

{inneapolia

Lewiston

Superior 8t., Duluth

Inluth

1L"8 Bsacrwcou
at large Co. \lcE}w
1406 Anderson Hoad,
# 6, Brainerd
&42 Van Buren, Paul
1298 Fairmount Ave.,
1031 Woodbridge St.,
St. Olound
Einnay
Rt.# &4

Duluth

St
5%,

St

ard 7 Co.
North Co.
Stearns Co.
5t, Louis Co.
Elue EZarth Co.
Benton-Sherburne Co,
Wapeca Co, ‘'laseca
Itagca Co. Grand Raplde
Ramsey Co, U466 Johnson Parkway, St. Paul
Hennepin Co, 609 Taylor St. vy Minneapolis
one Co., OGraceville
Faribault
gton Co. 418 W,
it Cos Buffalo
Co. Staplea
Fillmore Co. Lanesboro
Stearns lst Divislion Co.
Hennapin Co,
Otter Tail Co.
Martin Co. Fa
Hennepin COo.
Goodhua lnt
5t. Lo
Yellow
Murray Go.
Morrison Do,

Mankato
Rice

Wilkin 5%, Stillwater

Sank Centre

Little Falle

Fonningto Lake-Clearwater Co.

§t. Louls 0o, 506 E, 4lst St,, Hibbing

Polk Co, Crookston

Otter Tail Co, Fergus Falls

Bamsey Ward 5 Oo. 1216 Bayard Ave., St. Faul
Hennepin Co, 2312 Ohowen Ave.
Carlton 0o, Clogquet

Minneapolls

Minneapolis

5., Minneapolias

Page 2

Hoad North, kinneapolis

Minneapolis

is

» Minneapolis

Mahtomedi

FPaul
Paul
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MINNESOTA STATE

Andersen, Elme: Remsey Co. 30 Hoj W, B, Faul 8
Anderson, A. Rook
Faribeol s
Hennepir i Ave, 8o0,, Minneapolia 6
Stevans SV ET e na 0o, Morris
McLeod Co, Hatohineon
Olmsted Co, 1425 Znd 3 Rocheater
St.Louis-Cook-Lake Uo, rd 5t., Duluth
St.Louis Co. Frootor
Chippewa~Lac Qui Parle Co, Meynsrd
Wabasho Co, 1 :
Martin-iatonwa
Hennepin Oo. 1 W, Franklin “ve,, Minneapolias
.ackﬂon~ﬂotunn\ocd Co, Mountain Lake
Hermepin Co. 813 7th 5t. S.E., Minneapolls
xnc hus Co. Ooodhua
2 Co, 1515 Pleasant Ave., South 5t
ton—-Altkin Oo. Cromwell,
Freeborn Do, Albert Lea
Stearne Co. Albany
! a-Todd Oo. Bertha
ige-Mowsr Co, Hox 473, Austin
Gro"a Li y

Haoo

aHo

=N K-

Johnson,
Johnson,
Linﬂen“q
H btn St, N.H., Minneapolis
Eeller, J. L hid stone
Eroshler, B P, Nic ihley + Henderson
Larson, Norman ¥ X ]
Lofvegren, Clifford Dox 1.3, Alexandris
MoEee, John ] 7 oda Co, DBemidjl
Masek, Joserh H. R oepeot Blvd,, S5t, Paul 1
\nlona. Martin M. Le Susur 0o, Hontgomery
Ralph L. Hemnepin Co, 1810 Weshington ive, 5., Minneapolie
T Carver-Scott Oo, Shakopee
Hemnepin Co., 4144 Shady Oak Road, Hopkins
Mitchell, C. Q. Millelaco—-Esnabec—Sherburna Co. Frinceton
Mullin, Gerald T. Hﬁnnnpin Co. 4314 Xerxes Ave., No. Minnear
Murray, Louls 4. P 1k Oo, ZHast Grand Forks
¥eloon, Barold 5. >le~avcecu Oo. Owatonna
Wovak, B, & sey Oo. 747 Van Buren, 5%, Faul
Ryclklemoe, Henry ) Tail 0o, Fergus Falle
(4] George . { Itasca Oo, Grand Rueplde
0'Loughlin, Harold J, Bomeey o, 1137 Portland, 5%, Paul
Olaon, Os nville 0o, Falrfax
”o*eraar. St, Louis Oo, Eibbing
Rice Co. Dennison
gntnw-ohurburren.teurna Oo., 506 8th St, No, St.Cloud
Rogers, Herbert S8t, Louis Oo. H5. 2, Box 297A, Duluth
Root, Charles W, 1annsp1n Oo. Colfax Ava. So,, Minneapolls
Rosenmeier, Gordon 0 vpigon Co, Little Falla
Salmore, Hapha gt Stilluater
Schulte, Harold W, Rams g 22 §, Jenke Ave., St. Peul &
Sincleir, Donald ; arohall Co. Stephen
ndhein, Joseph Lincol paotone Co. Tyler
1ich, Thomas D,  8t. Op. Gllbert
Wahlstrand, Herry I wift-0o., Willmor
b tard Co. Detrolt Iekes
Cley-Wilkin Oo, Hawley
Wright Go. Buffgln
fAemsey Co. 2160 Edgerton, St guu‘.L 6
y ROY Olearwater-Red Laxe-?ann‘nbtcr Co. Goodridge
wright Dnnle Os Hennepin Oo. 1112 Washburn Ave, So. Minnespolia
Zwach, John M. Brown-Hedwood Oo. Walnut Grove
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LEAGTE OF WOMEN VOTERS (F MINNESOTA
University of Minnesota,(TSMc), 15th & Washington Avenue 5.E., Minneapolis 14, Minn,
FEderal B-8791
INFORMATICHAL CAMPAIGN FOR LEGISLATORS

Between now and Jannary i1s the best time %o get to lmow your legislator end to
lobby in person., As & lobbyist you render & service to leglslators. You supply
hin with needed information amd you let him lmow his constitutents! cpinion., At
the seme time you put the League on record in hopes of influencing the legislator's
vote and you make friende for the League,

Your contucte with legielators mey be as varied as your League wishes to make
them, You may send letters, make personal calls, invite him to your meeting to
tell you how other people in the community feel about constitutional revision,
Below ere soms suggestions for these contacts.

Pre-Primary Contact
Send &
1, A friendly lettor to incumbent legislators.
2, Congratulatory letter to new candidetes on filing, Try to get o letter off
to each candidate as soon a8 possible after the filinge close on July 23,
For btoth typee of letters ees samples attached, Flease personalize these letters
according to your local eltuation.
Offer material
After the primary, the state office is mailing directly to all senators and
representative candidates thie kit of materials:
The State You're In (May, 1956)
Eit on Continuing Responsibilities
Suggest & personal interview
Give him additional information on constitutionsl revieion. Do mot ask him to
take a stand on constitutional revision at this time, Asoume that when he lmows

all the facte he naturally will be for it,




SENATORS VOTE OF CONSTITUTICNAL CONVENTION BILL 1955

¥e suggest that the Leagues with "no' votes give special attention to promoting a
Constitutlional Convention in their district and to influencing their senatore'vote,
e suggest that the Leagues with "yes" votes congratulate their senatérs and ask
that they help.create underetanding of thls important issue in their community,

Where there is more than one Lemgue in a district, we suggest that the Leagues get
together and try & Joint promotional project in their district,

Constitutional Convention Bill
Senats votea: 40 no 27 yes

27 no votes in districte where we have Leagues,
13 no wotes in distriots where we do not have a League,

18 yes votes in districts where we have a League,
9 yes votee in dlstricts whore we do not heve a League,

Ho YES

Rochester 16 New Richland
Austing Cwatonna X
Eassaon Waseca
Wells South S5t, Pauly
Jackson Weot St, Paul
Worthington Hutchinson
Granite Falls Olivia
Tracy Minneapolis
¥ew Ulm L] "
Hew Prague
Red Wing
Granite Falls - 5t, Paul
Buffalo L "
Minneapolis s n U
n R ¥orth St, Paul
. " White Bear Townshipk
" L - 5t, Paul
BEloomington Arden Hills
Deephaven Falcon Helights
Edioa Rosevillex
Excelalaer s Afton-Lakelendl
Hopkina Birchwood
Mound Mahtomedi
Richfield Anoka,
8t. Louis Park Circle Pines
Wayzata Columbia Heighta
Golden Valley) p Battle Lake
St. Paul Fergus FalleX
" [ HEibbing
St. Cloud Virginia
Alexandria 3 Park Raplde
Moorhead
Cass Lake
Erainerd




SAMPLE LETTER T0 SENATORS

(The state senators serve until 1958, They will not run for re-election this fall,)

Lear Senator H
We toeke this opportunity to tell you that the League of Women Voters
Kianesotn supports the following program:
Revislon of the State Constitution of the State of Minnesota
We feal this can be best accomplished by the calling of
Conati nel G ition,
Reapportionment
Employment Fractices Comminpion

for Lezisla

Since these are all impertent lssues in Minnesota government, our state office

wil) mail you information cn them, t will be of walue to you.
We are very pleased that ycu voted for the Constitvntional Convention Bill last
legielative session., We hope you will do so again, We also invite you to join us

in our campaign to secure better understending of this issue in our community,
nta)
We kmow that in the past you have had reservaticne concerning constitutional

revision; however, we are hopeful that in the last two years you have found some

merit in this proposal,

Sincerely,




SAMPLE LETTER TO EE SENT T0 ALL NEW CANDIDN’ FILING FOR THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Dear Mr. H

Congratulations on your filing for the office of representative from the

legislative district, We need qualified citizens in public

office and we appreciete the sacrifices in time, effort and money you will make
during your cempaign.
We take this opportunity to tell you thet the League of Women Voters of
Minnesote suprorte the following program:
Revieion of the Constitution of the State of Minnesota

We feel this can be best accomplished by the calling of a
Constitutional Convention,

Reapportlonment
Fair Employment Practices Commission
Party Designation for Legislators
Civil Service System
Since these arée all importent iseues in Minnesote government, we offer you
informational material on them. We hope it will be of walus to you.

Sincerely,

(The letter to incumbent legislators cen be the same, except for the last
paragraph, TYou can aleo ssy that material on these lesues will be mailed to

them by the state office.)




{ Women Voters of linnesota

LECISLATIVE AND CONGES

Kasaon

Hells

Jackson
Worthington
Granite Falls
Tracy

New Uln

Hew Richland
Owatonna
Wasee:

New Prague
Red Wing
South St., Paul

St. Louis Fark
Wayzate

Golden Valley
8t. Paul
North Paul
Township

Roseville
Afton-Lakeland
Birchwood
Mahtomedi
Anoka

Circle Pines
Columbia Heights
St. Cloud
Alexandria
Moorhead
Battle Lake
Fergus Falls
Cass Lake

Brainerd
T

Rapids

SIONAL DISTRICTS OF

New Richland
Cwatonna
Red Wing
Rocheater
Waseca
Hutchinson
Jackson
Hew Prague

Hew Ulm
South 5t. Paul
Wells
West St. Paul#
Afton-Lakeland
Anoka
Bir chwood
Bloomington
Circle Pines
Columbia Heights
Desphaven
Edina
Excelsior
Golden Vallsy
Hopkina
Hahtomedi
Minneapolis
Mound
Richfield
St. Louis Park
Wayzata
Arden Hills
Falcon Heights
North St. Faul
Roseville

t. Paul
White Bear Township
Minneapolis
Brainerd
Buffalo
Cass Lake
Parlc Rapids
St. Cloud
Alexandria
Granite Falls
0livia
Tracy
Wor thington
Duluth
Hibbing
Virginia#
Battle Lake
Bemidji
Fergus Falls
Moorhead

with no Leagues - 1,2,3,6,6,9,12,15,18,21,25,26,L6,48,49,51,5L,55,56,

Ihere are 5 local and proviscnal Leagues in ifinnesota with 5100 members.

#Provisional
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Women Voters-of Minnesots, 15 & Washington Aves, B s Minneepolic 14, Winn,
Minn#ee-11/66-2¢

A DO IT YOURSELF FROJECT LOBEY-AT-HOME OAMPAIGH
Lobby by Letter Campaign
" A» Ty League membership

Pry organizing letter writing cempaigme in the unite, The purpose ic to
insure & oteady flow of letiers from constityents to legislators from
Tecember until the end of the sespion, Make arrangements that three or
more letters be written at sach unit meeting. Flan to reach each of the
legislators on our program measures, Maybe you'd like %o write several
letters ome time end mail them at different intervals, Teke ten minutec
for "legislative action” time at each unit meeting from now until the
seooion ends,

By non-members

Ask that members get three or mors f'r,.r;nda to write, Ack thet they got a
leader in the community to w sbands to write., Aok your ward
chairman or party worker to ita iz es ially importent, since m
meagurs ::A_t D._Jla party e I 5, Ask thet they write to editora,

Interviews by local leglsl

Before your legislator leave r St, ul, will you talk to him? Refer
to the Leglelative Frogram which we mailed to him and explain it to him,
Will you £111 cut the enclosed Questlonneire and return oms oopy to the
state office by January 15th, if pocaible? These answere will be linvalu-
gble to the State Legislative Oommittes in planning thelr contacts with
legislators during the secolon, We have included only Constitutional Con~
vention, Heapportionment and Farty Designation for Legislators because
the principle legi tion for Fair Employment and Oivil Service haso passed,
and our role is one of protector. When you interview your legislator on
—_Party Tesignation, will you ask him if he favors Party Desigoation for
legislators only, or for county officiale, too.

Centacte with legielators during the sessiom,

Make & definite plen for League members and non-members to contant their
leglslntors in response to "time for astion® calle, Talk to individual
.:Ltiz to whom you have glven "Well, What Dlya Enow§" Ask them if they
would (in the interest of better govermment for Minnescta) write & letter
ng puggested on page thirty-one,

Help Your Neighbor Campaign

There are 23 districts with no nes in Minnes These are listed on your
Inatruotion Sheete for Selling ' 1 Enow,..."” Will you make a
list of people that your members knon a naighhorlrr' distriot, Then mail
them & copy of "Well, What D'ya Fnow....Minnesota EAS a Cometitutlon," Ask
them if they would (in the interc:t of better government for Minnesota) write
a letter such as suggested on page thirty-one,

whole campaign muet of course be %ailored to f£it the needs of your district, as
ed bty the record of your legislator, You will receive under separate cover
ysls of the voting record in your dietrict with suggestlione of thinga you might
frner MOTS SUDDOTE fOF OUr Drograms




League of Yomen Voters of Himnesotia Harch 11, 1957
LET'S TRY A NE¥ APFROACH!

Tvo things thka 11 influence & legislator are: he reade
and 2. What he hears from his consti-

re ie a 1ist of key legislators and the newepapers
nfluence them. You can't make the news - but you cani

Write & Letter to the Editor

lert your members to write & Letter to

th

Edi tor

1f your Editor favors Constitutionsl Con-
vention, aek him to comment editoriall

Contect everyone you kmo™ who lives in
one of theee criticel districts, and ask
them to write the Editor of their papers,

Wwhat he hears from his constituents., . . . .

Get ss many veople in your community es
you can to vrite to your lesislator.

eeque i listed as * closest

1 his district

Teleerams sent to vour lesislator mer¥ed
for delivery vhile a Bil1 is under debate
in committee or on the floor of the Fouse
or Senate are most effective. ZEncovrare
those you kmow in non-League areas to
send telegrams, too.

L

AL LEGISLATION WHO PASSED OR VCTED
Counties Fevepapers in hie Dist.
Home & Dist. (See Fey Below)

Pease ¥ille Lacs
kenabec
Sherburne Isle - Vesgenger
(558) Cnemie - Independent
Frinceton - Union
Mora - Times
Ogllvie - Sentinel




2.
Covnties
& Digt.

Renville
Futchinson
"‘Poi

Argyle

NEAREST LEAGUE = BEMIDJI
(Voted "no" becsuse of
possible unfavorable re-
apportionment. )

Ashby

ALEXANURIA
FERGUS FALLS

Park

Rapide League

kes recrdered "Stete

re In" 2 times - if
vigh to refer to it.

Pabterd
(s2)

Fags

Ko Lanesboro Fillmore

because of dange
unfevorable reapporti

ST LEAGUR - AU
EOCHESTER

Fevspavers
(See ¥ey

Times-Jovrnal
1in - Tribure
fax - ,tandzra

Euffsla Lake - Fcru
Dsnube - Enterprise

le - Fanner

farren - Sheaf

Middle River - Recor

Ferk Bepids — Entervrise*

Pevig Yevs

arisss - Independent®
:herv!‘lc - F‘gig

Al o
e
&

B
B

i-

Grey Esele -

Ianesboro - Leader®
Fers
Tri-County Record
- Tritune
- nb:“bl!CaE
mony - Fews
- Fecord




Mound -

Osseo —

G. Valley - Sub. Press™

Tayzata-iitha. Herald
Eloomington |




4,
Counties Hewspapers in his Dist.

& Diet. (See Eey Below)

FPrinceton ¥ille Lacs 1 T - Star Nevg®*
Eanmbec Take - Times
Sherburne
{s8)

Vesgenser
Cpnamis - Indevendent
NEAREST LFAOUE - ST CL( Vilaca - Times

Ceilvie - Sentinel

Cratonna - People's Press(D)*
Cwatonns - Photo-¥e—e
Flooming Prairie - Times
Ellendale - Easle

NYCELEMOE .Lr‘us Falle Otter Teil
Henry (L) ; =
‘.—' nning - .d-.'ocwt.e

Y. Ville - Herald
Parker's Preirie - Independent
Pelican Replds -
Perham - Enterprise-Fulletin

Little Falle Crow aing Brainerd - ',"is'aatc: {D)=
Morrison

(53) Crgnng-lrorto" - Courier*
1 - Transcript (D)

Swanville
Upeala - Newa- Trib\ws

Barnesville - Becord
Farlev - Fersld

Vggrhesd - News (D)*
Moprhead - Sed Biver Scene

Tlen - Unicn
Freckenridee -
Rothsay - Arevs







LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
I5th and Wa on Avenue S.E. Mir s |4, Minne
Federal 8-8791

Decesber 1956
Tear Legi

As the 1 3 n h ¢ t L ve of Jomen Voters
of Hinnesotn 8 you to know t L ;oA ny, difficult prob-
lems which ont you. We kn b B | i ! ! to ere
great, We would 11} ;0 take this op tunit; as clation ~— shured
by many Minnesotans —— of your publi 3 - the otete Legislature,

O g ni:aticn hne teen b T netitutional revi-iun for aine ye
d r“Luntly put together in the bocklet, :1:]
Wa r ve at ,emmtud to demonstrote how mnesota's century—old Con-
onds in the way of responsible and responsive government and to em
role as Oonstitution-maker in our democracy.

Az you are well ‘e, thie problem is one of national concern, This concern
a8 recently expressed by President Elpenhower's Oommission on Intergovernmental He-—
itione when 1% reported, "that most staten would benefit from a ental revi

of their state conotltutions to maks sure that they provide for vigorous and respon—
oible government, not forbid it,"

revi n ba
arco F iaheﬁ aly ati v I n, In thio we chare the viev ar T
political parties, the Legislature's own Oonstitutionsl Commis-
oion of l?L + : the many, many cltizens who voted overwhelmingly in oupport of
an amendment in 1954 which cleared the way for & Constitutional Convention,

@ hope that the material in "The State Youlre In" will be helpful to you in
your consideration of faveruble metion for the Constitutional Comvention bill in thio

ssoion,

Very truly youra,

: SWLW .«..Z(..uﬁf-z,_(_/
Mrs, Tonald Guthrie,
Legislative Chalrman










Legislative District_

State Senator

[RITING YOUR LEGISLATOR

or has hun
to figure

no firs
s presented in from per-

ived by yvour legislator each day,

tateme:

tor is a com-
ill is before him

:n your legislator has done something of

ler district except your own,

Ist he vote for or against a certain bill, or
but not why,

aext election,

Ir postcard,

¢ on the same subject. Quality, not quan-

Dear Leagus member,
WELCOME TO THE LOBEY]

It seoms as though there ars two reasons why peow
ple don't write letters = one is thay don't know
what to say and the second im they lost theip
pen, This kit ie desizned to take oars of the
first contingency. We trust you to find your pen,

On the use of this kit, may we say that realie
2ing how very difficult it is for the majority
of our members $o come to the Capitol to lobby
in person, we hoped to devise a method whereby
ench member could become & lobbylst by mail,
You have in the genter of the kit the Do's and
Don'ta of letter writing to guide you, On the
right hand side you will find the Current dgenda
items together with the ressons the League sup-
ports them, catalogued for easy reference,

S0, 1f you will f111 in the nemes of your lez-
islators in their proper places on the left
hand flap, tuck some of your personel statieon-
ery into the pocket mt the back, and olip that
wandering pen to the ki, you will be ready
the moment the leglslature goes into session
to "Lobby by Letter®,

Good luck to youl
Mre, John Donohue
Legislative Chairman
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF MINNESOTA
Pe8s Correct salutations sometimes stump the
wonldwbs letterwriter so here are some samples-
The Honorable John J, Doa -Governor ]
Governor of Hinnesota Sir:
8t, Paul, Minnesota Dear Sir:
The Honorable Carl Emith Dear Sgnator 1
Senate Chanmbers My doar Senator __
5S¢, Foul, Minnesota Dear Sir:
The Hoporable Peul Jones Hepresentative ___ 1
Houge Chambers Dear Hr, H
5t. Paul, Minnesota Deap Siry




DO’S and DON'TS in WRITING YOUR LEGISLATOR

ALWAYS REMEMBER—Y i write 0 i trtdtives not

w wanl, but fa the; °F FEpTEsent You.

s name correctly and know whether he is & Senator or a

has hun-
me to figure

your position, particulacly il you
edge. He has to vote
S
> gets comes from facts presented in letters from per-
y are taulking about,

Many letters are received by your
prompt a reading as a briefl stateme

ue is alive. 1 your legislator is a com-
yOur Views w the bill is before him

DO write letters of commendation when your legislator has done something of
which vou particularly approve.

DON'T write to a legislator from any other district except your own.

DON'T write letters that demand or insist he vote for or against a certain bill, or
that tell him you want him to vote for, but not why.

DON'T threaten him with defeat at the next election.
DON'T write a chain letter, form letter, or postcard,
DON'T become o chronic letter writer.

DON'T write a legislator more than once on the same subject. Quality, not quan-
tity, is what counts.

The Lemzue of Women Yoters of Minnescta
will work for
COHETITUTIONAL EEVISION

our present constitution is too lengthy
moat 3 times longer than the federal constitu-
tion) and too detalled (4 of itm more then 19,000
words are devoted to m complete listing of 70
trunk highvay routes) and has been amended ?; times,

BECAUSE our present constitution is nntiqu!{;ﬂd.
r instance, it eays that our ptete debt ghould
Limited to 5250,000 when in fact our debt on
Deg, 31, 1951, wma %127,205,000, Such epenly
flaunted provisions croato a lack of respect for
what should be our most velusd state document.

BECAUSE our prosent cometitution is inflexible,

The legislature mests every 2 yeare for 90 doys,

That time limit apoeared adequate in 185

now the leglislators “ecover the clock" to b

seasion laet another 120 houre, Twon so, mora. then

B0 Bills were passed by the House an tha "laat?

¥ ’ the gesslon in 1951, Consaquently the
ators could not possibly know the contents

of all bille ond many worthwhile moasures werse

loat In the last minute rush,

BECAUSH our present constitntion is irresponsible,
For Ingtance, we cnll ths governor the "ehief
excgutive" and yet we really have a five-headed
exocutive vhan you include the secretsry of state,
anditor, treasurer, and attormey-general. Since
each of the five officials is elected it is pomei-
hle to have exeoutives of differemt political be-
liefs holding office &t the same time, Such a
sltustion can never result in efflolent tesmwork.

CORSTITUTIOHAL REVISION

PAMPHLET POCKET




Legislative District__

State Senator

State Representative

[RITING YOUR LEGISLATOR

rsentatives not

r FEpresent You.

Iy and know whether he is a Senator or a

to vole
Some

legislator is a com-
the bill is before him

tn your legislator has done something of

ler district except your own,

Ist he vote for or against a certain bill, or
put not why.

sext election

It postcard,

£ on the same subject. Quality, not quan-

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota
will work for
CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION

BECAUSE our present constitution is too lengthy
(mlmost 3 times longer than the federal constlitu-
tion) énd too detailed (4 of its more than 19,000
words are devoted to e cormplete listing of 70

trunk highwey routes) and hag been amended 7; times,

RECAUSE our present constitution is an t.iqu!\/tz?:‘..
For instance, it saye that our stete debt should
be limited to 5250,000 when in fact cur debt on
Dee, 31, 1951, was 127,205,000, Such openly
flaunted provisions oreato a lack of reepect for
what should be our most valned state document.

BECAUSE our present conetitution is infloxidle,
The legislaturs meats every 2 years for 90 doys,
That time limit oppeared adequate in 1057, but

the legislators "cover the clock" to the
sesslon last another 120 hours, TFven so, mora bhan
£0 bills were passed by the House on tha "last?
day of the gession in 1951. Consequently the
legirlators could not possibly know the eontents
of 811 bills end many worthwhile moasures weres
lost in tho leat minuts rush,

BECAUSE our present conetitution iz irresponsible,
For instence, we cnll the governor the fohief
exocutive® and yet we really have a five-=headed
exscutiva vhen you include the secretary of state,
auditor, treasurer, an " enaral, Since
each of o five officials 1s elected it is possl-
bla to have exeeutives of different political be-
liefs holding office at the same time, Such a
sltuation can never rasult In efflcient teamwork.

CORETITUTIONAL REVISION
SLATION
VETFRANS! PREFEREICE IN CIVIL SERVICE

PARTY DESICNATION FOR LEGISLATORS




Legislative District [RITING YOUR LEGISLATOR

State Senator

State Representative

issue is alive, 1 gisla
ng your views wh bill is before him

ator has done something of

ler district except your own,

Ist he vote for or against a certain bill, or
but not why.

aext election.

ir postcard,

¢ on the same subject. Quality, not quan-

AUSE our present constitution is unfalr, For
ce, many state representatives gpenk for as

f 6,000 voters, e others speak for as
muny as 40,000, This is because the legislature,
great increase snd shift in popule~
910, has not revised the legislative
districts since that time,

BECAUSE our present constltution ig too r

y of the amendments, while providing n

etti revenue, provide also Jjust how it
revenie must be allocated, with tho result that
certain stnte operztions are adeqguately financed
while others ars not, Another example of rigidity
18 the requirement of a wote by the vaople to
change the tax rate on the ratlroads, The rite
on other industries is chn d by legislators.

HECAUSE our present constitution is restrictlve,
It allows the local communities very little home
rule, and as & consequence the 1o {ialature enends
much of its time on locnl affairs which they
might better spend on mottors of atotewide im-
portance. Lezislutors cannot lmow the local
problems of every town, so they must take tha
word of a few or frequently a single representa—
tive that "this wonld be & gond thing for our
town",

BROAUSE our present constitution is lax in re-
gard to the qualifications for judges and other
court officisls, For exemple, only suprema and
dietrict court julges need ba "learned in the
1aw", thus probate and municipul Judgas, Justices
of the peace, clerks of supreme and district
courts, end court coumissioners need not ba
troined in the legal profession.

FAIR RWFLOTHENT LEGISLATION

VETFRANS'! POEFEREICE IN CIVIL SERVICE

PARTY DESIGNATION FOR LEGISLATORS




Legislative District

State Representative

[RITING YOUR LEGISLATOR

lator each day,
reading as a briefl statement.

is alive. If your legislator is a com-
your views while the bill is before him

tn your legislator has done something of

fer district except your own.

Ist he vote for or against a certain bill, or
but not why.,

1ext election,

ir postcard.

¢ on the same subject. Quality, not quan-

The League of Vomen Voters of Minnesota
will worlk for
FAIR ENPLOYMFNT LEGISLATION

imericans all believe in employment on merit;
G worker should have the opportunity to
full uwse of his skills ond to earn the income
h his productivity entitles him, No person
should be denied these cpportunities because of his
raca, religion, or nationnl origin,

employment on merit puts democracy into
practice It strensthens our owvn nation, It hear-
tens the free world, Forthright sction is necessary
to combat the existing evlil of disorimination,.

BECAUSE employment on merit benefits everyone.
provides menscement with additionsl workers, it

more business to employment
the public by increesing pr

X nce in Minnenpolis and in other cities
end stetes s that a feir employment practice
mission, with enforcement noweras, is an effective
and proper instrument for solving this problem.
According to the report "Effects of Foir Fmployment
Legislotion in States and Municipalities" by Morroe
Berger about 1}'3 of the population of the U,5, live
in either & stete or municinolity having e gort
of fair employment law, This should prove that e
falr employment law is not just an experiment but
would bring 3 i xperience with it, Out of
5,000 cases disposed of by comnmissions having more
than three years experience, only six have had a
public hearing and only two have gone to court.

FAIR FMPLOYWENT LECISLATION

VETFRANS! PEFFERENCE IN CIVIL SERVICE

PARTY DESIGNATION FOR LPGISLATORS




Legislative District IRITING YOUR LEGISLATOR
A fair employment practices luw would provide for:

HErd. B Your representalives: nok ? T a concilintion commission to
emt better repre i, laints of diserimination and to carry

tional work,
of

State Senator

conld be imposed only by the
1 and after refusal by the res-
pondent to co ith the order of the court.

Experience has shown that this kind of law is needed:

1, It is needed bechuse members of some racial, reli-
gioun and netionality gcrouns are often execlided from
conciderati or rasponsible ¥

perly use their aki

fear friction w

2, It is needed to persuade amployers to fane the
« “hen they do,
find their fears are largely unfounded nnd
1ittle intelligent effort is needed to em-
1 without diecrimination,

itor is a com-
is before him

#n your legislator has done something of

It ie an im-
st as affective in
it 1g in correcting dis-

ler district except your own,

Ist he vote for or against a certain bill, or

but not why. iseion 1s given the resmonsibil!ity for

= out an edue ogram through the

B g0 & throu conferences with

sext election. piness, labor and civie groups. Such a nrogram
proved effective in other cities and states be-

cause the existence of the lav impels those concorned

r postcard.
it to devote perious ottention to it.

s _ VETERANS! PES ENCE IN CIVIL SERVICE
¢ on the same subject. Quality, not quan-

PARTY DESIGHATION FOR LEGISLATORS




Logislative Dlaic [RITING YOUR LEGISLATOR

State Senator

State Representative

knowledge,

> or no first hand e Some

resented in letters from per-

g your

#n your legislator has done something of

rict except your own,

Ist he vote for or against a certain bill, or
but not why.,

aext election,

It posteard,

& on the same subject. Quality, not quan-

The Learue of Women Voters of Minnesota
will work for
MODIFICATION OF VETERANS' PHREFEHENCE

BROAUSE we are avare of the service veterans ren-
dered to our country, we believe that thia service
nhiould be recognized through the incornoration of
preference for vetersns as an integral pert of our
eivil service system, Howaver, the present law
noeds nodification,

/ BHGAUSE the present law acts to reduce tha effi-

cirney of the state departments, Vacancies, in
many instonces, must be filled by persons less
guolified than others availsble for epnointment
becanse the less qualified persons have veterens'
prei arence.

BECAUSE nnder the pressat law veterans' prefer-
ence may be used for both entrance and promo=
tional exzaminetions, This creates dissatisfac-
tion ond hardship among atate employees. 3
capable non-veterans hesitate to take jobs »
the state because the chances for promotlon arve
80 slim,

BECAUSE in these days of high texes, the veteran
and the non=veteran alike want their state govern=
ment to be ron 2s efficiontly snd sconomically as
poassible, Thisz can only be done if all civil ser-
vice jobs are filled by people who meke high grades
on the examinations.

EECAUSE the nrinciple of thoe merit system requires
the selection of public employees solely on the
tasis of merit ond fitnoss, while veterans' prefer-
ence requiras that preference be extended o mem—
bers of n special class on the basls of membership
in thut class, Thus vetorans' praference ia con-
trary to thes morit system,

VETERANS! PEFFEREACE IN CIVIL SERVICE

PARTY DESIGNATION FOR LEGISLATORS




Legislative District _ [RITING YOUR LEGISLATOR

- The League of Women Voters of Minnesota
i I represent, § not
State S will work for
sz i ey PARTY DESIGNATION ¥OR LEGISLATORS

w whether he is & Senator or a V' FPOAUSE it would strengthen the two-party systes.
(At present only Minnesota and Hebraske, which
has & unicameral leglslature, elect thelr legls-
Yo lators on A non-party ticket)
State Representative ol
annot always
& PECAUSE the present non-partisan system does not
mesn that & legislator hes no party. It only
memne thet he doesn't have to tell his party
affiliation on the ballot,

. FRCAUSE it would simplify the woter's choice,
letting him Jmow by party label which issues he
ig supportins when he votes for & candidote, As
it is, the party to which the legisletor belongs
is known only to those who vi=zit the legislature.

BECAUSE government should seelk the solutions to

1l problems which represent the will of most of the
ng your views while the bill is before him people, As it is meny pressure groups, repre-
genting special and soctlionnl interests, vie for
the vote of legielators &nd exercize & dispro=
portionate amount of influence for lack of any
politicel party organization, The party should
welgh these competing interests and decide which
X is the fair decision for mest peonle. Then
fer district except your own, legislators should support that compromise as

gtated in the party platform.

en your legislator has done something of

ist he vote for or against a certain bill, or o

sut not why, BEOAUSE it would force legzislators to accept
the responsibilitiss of party membershin (much
as working for the pletform) slong with the
privileres which they now enjoy (such eg the
caucus, committee appointments, support for

fr posteard bills, party endorsement).

aext election,

BECAUSE it would make the slected legislator as
responsible for enacting into law the measures
stated in his party platform as the Governor and

¢ on the same subject. Quality, not quan- other executive officers are now since they
run with party labels,

PARTY DESIGNATION FOR LEGISLATORS




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
84 South Tenth Street Minneapolis 2, Minn.
25¢


































2510 Xylon Avenue
8%. Louls Park, Minnesota
March 11, 1957

Mrs. John Davison
Olivia, Minnesota

Dear Mrs. Davison:

Enclosed is a copy of a letter which I have written to Hepresentative
Odean Eneatvedt, whom I was assigned to interview as a part of my "job" az a
lobbyist for the League of Women Voters. I have talked with Mr. Fneatvedt several
times and, frankly, he has presented a closed mind on the subjects of constitutional
convention, reapportionment, and party designation, but I feel that he t be
influenced more by letters from his own district. Personally, I found Hr. Enest-
vedt to be very approachable and friendly, as well as genercus wiih his time in
spite of his busy schedule of committee meetings.

Mr. Enestvedt said he did not know of any League of Women Voters groups
in his district. I wonder if your League might not be able to influence hia vote
by concerted action of letter-writing, visits to the Legislature, invitations to
speak, or what not. The only reason he gave me for opposing the League-supported
bills (He wvas a member of the committees which heard both the Constitutional Con-
vention bill and the Reapportionment bdll, and woted "NO" on both.)} was that they
jeopardise the prospects of the bill he authors "to provide for a unicameral
legislature.” I believe he would appreciate an opportunity to explain the uni-
camaral plan to a League audier in his home district, and perhaps might be more
cooperative in supporting wer blills in whirh the League is interested.

If it is possible for League members from Renville County to visit the
Legislature, I would be glad to meet with you, as would Mrs. Orunditz and cthers
of the commlttee.

Very truly yours,

C. Davidson

Letter to Hon, Odean Enestvedt
Mrs. Uordon Grundits




2510 Xylon Averus
St. Louis Park, Mimnesota
March 11, 1957

The Honorable Odean Enestvedt
House of Representatives
State of Mionesota

5t. Paul, Minnesota

Dear Mr. Enestvedt:

¥hen #289 is presented on the floor of the Houwse of Representatives,
I urge that you cast a favorsble vote. I regret that you felt consbrained to
vote against this bill in Committee, but hope that you will now feel free to give
the voters of Minnesota an opportunity to express th feelings about a proposed
convention to revise the constitution of the State of Mirnesota.

It is my personal fealing that all proceduras--leglslative, agricultural,
educational, business, or what not——should be scrutinized from time to time so that
out-moded and impractical methods may be discontinued and only the time-tasted good
methods be retained as a basis for improved techniques. Having lived in various
agricultural areas most of my life, I do not know of one farmer who plants his
fields by hand or restricts his procedures to those of the early 19th century.
That would simply not be good business! Why should our state government--—our
lagislature-~be restricted and hampered by a Constitution encumbered with useless
and un-fair provisions?! Covernment is the biggest business in modern times. I ask
your suppert to help make our states & good business man.

During the past two months, I have attended numercus sessions and hearings
of the state lagislature and have found it interesting but discouraging. As a
hovsewifa and formerly a teacher, personnel director, and office worker, I am
appalled at the mass of detail that must be handled by legislators becauss of the
restrictive provisions of our state constitution. A thorough "house cleaning" is
certainly in order. Do you not think it only fair that the people of Minnesota be
allowed to decide for themselves how this should be done?

I urge you to protect the constitutional rights of your constituents by
voting to allow them to decide whether & convention should be called to revise the
constitution of the State of Minnesota. Vote "YES® on #289.

Respectfully yours,

Mrs. E. C. Davidson
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5 |. Most bills con be introduced
# + in either houss. The procedure |
/™ by which o bill becomes a Jaw ..
// T:cg_]!]i\e same regardless of where ‘\ 2
the bill originates. b
foIn this story, the bill is first intro (D1 b 4 e e P
{ LY

-f; duced in the Senate. It is given a’r % lamtioe i (W HhE-

> 1
%7 number and referred to the proper™ “’/‘\

committes -\
—_— |' \ \
/ l |I _.\ |

3. The full committee meets
in exacutive [closed] session
toconsider the facts. It
may kill the bill, opprove it
with or without amendments,
or draft a new bill

4
4, The commities recommends the b
bill for passage. It is then
listed on |Ko calendar.

3. The bill comes up for debate.

nding on the degree ol contro-
versy, debate may last from a lew
hours io several weeks. Amendments
may or may not be added. The bill
Is then voled on.







LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF HINNES
15th & Washington Aves, 5,E,, Minneapol ig 14, Minnesote, FE 8~B791, December 1956, 5¢

A UNIT MEETING on FERSUADING THE FUBLIC TO TAKE SLATIVE ACTION

.'rl-_-a following experiment was carrisd out recently by & League unit, In view of ite
ouccess it is hoped League units throughout Minnesota can work in some such program

an-1y in the legislative seszion as & leglslative, constitutional revision, or gemeral
mer hip meeting.

Time required for prepsrationt 30 to 45 minutes.

Digouseion leadert any unit member interested in this year's legislative program,

M 1ls nesded:

) pupply of publications on state progrem to be loaned, eold, or consigned to mem—

bers for distribution
for the usa of the diccussicn leader, Instruction Sheets on e Selling Cempaign
for "Well, Whet D'ya Eno .Minnesotz EAS s Constitution"; elso coples of
Wisll,...": "The State You're In"i "Lobby by Letter"; oxtre inserts of Con--
atitutionnl Cenvention section of Lobby by Letter; October-November reprint &¢)
of Minnesota Voter, the "4F!s”; "Democracy Denied"; Information on the new
£ilm, "A Very Humcrous Story"i: & new chalk talk, which can be borrowed from
the state ice, "The Discontented Cometituent”; well-stocked Murphy Bog;
pencils, paper and stationery for writing legislators,

LEADER: Today, because of the school holiday there are eight of us rather than the
weuel 15 or oco. Let's see to what extent we few can individually carry out
an active and effective legislative effort to bring ebout the calling of &
constitutional convention in Minnesots, (Leader then reads from the thres
pink sheets on constitutional conven ion in the Lobby by Letter Eit for the
Yenefit of new persons and to refresh ories of others.) ZLet's make some
notes as we go along 2o we wcn't forget what we eay ve will do,

I have here the Instruction Shaets for carrying out the gelling campaign for
this new little book, "We t Dlya Enows...Mionesota EAS e Constitution.”
This beok, a¢ you lnow, was declgned %o be our principle agent to build pub-
lio cpinion for the calling of & const tutional convention, the program that
Minnescte League members acked to have carried out in the 1955-57 biennium,

I oee the first category of persons suggested to head the liet of each mem—
ber's personsl prospect list for the book 1o attorneys. Who here knows an
attor to whom ehe might sell or give e copy of ! ell...s"?  (Two raised
hande and made notes of their intentions,) I think ettorneys and busineas
men would like to see the "4F's" article., It answers meny questlons or obe
Jections they might have such as the ons on inoreased 1it gation costs which
some feel might result from constitutional revision (two noted this)., ¥You
all have your cvn coples of "Well..." Let's turn %o the map to soe how we
ean reach beyond our immediate areas, I111 read the legielative district num-
bers where there were "no" vobtes on the bill to submit the ealling of & con
stitutional convention to the people in the 1955 leglislative psesoion, ILetls
put "N" in each of these districte, (Leader read from es thres and four
of the Instruction Sheets and group marked "Well.,.” map,) Now let's black
in lightly come of the came districts where thers are no Leagues. (Leader
rend, group merked,) Who here lmows well momsone in any of these marked
districts vho might influence the senator to change his vote when the con-—
gtitutional convention bill comes up in che 1957 leglslatura?

My home formerly was in E. stis in legislative district number

Lat's look at the names inside the map to find the name of the Senator who
voted "no" in 1955. It was Leustor X,




MBSy i

LEATER?

A UNIT
I know him well, He's an old family friend,

Would you want to send him a copy of "Well,.."?
I'd like very much to write him and cend him a book,

Will you elsc ask him to read, if he hae not elready donem, his copy of

@ State Tou're In" which the state board sent him very recently; This
beok, as you know, containe the answers, the reasonc why Minnesota's con-
stitution nesede revising,

(not yet a member, her first meeting) My husband knowe Senator Y in dis~
trict which has no L us end & "no" wvots, He playe golf with him,

This io oo muchl He's ons of the strongest cpponents of constitutional
revision, If you'll look on page 29 of Democracy Denied... I have it here,
meybe we oan eee why he 1o eo osed to revisions, EHe represente & highly
over-represented ares and b« e he ecan now do go ty & @ conati-
tuente that is perhape & ra n he wants nothing changed, 1d you teks
my copy of"State You're In" for your husband to read? Do you think he would
talk to Bemator Y? That is, if after roading it he agress with ua that it's
time for constitutional convention.

I'm pure he will telk to him about it if I cen eell the ides to « They
are very good frionde, At lemst they can have a good srgument.,

know Senator Y's wife. We worked together ot the hoepitsl for & short
ime, I'll eend her & copy of "Well,..."

I
t

"hiu is smazingly good luck, He's the one in thie vicinity who badly needs
softening." Hale & werful person in his dietrict and in the Senate.
Mre, G., would you also send her a Voter repgint, the "4 F's" and ask her
to ook him if he's read his copy of the "State Youlre In"? (Mra. G.giggled
and nodded yes with eome heoitancy).
Qur own Senator voted against the constitutional convention bill in 1955,
Who knows him well enough to ask him what he plans to do when it comes up
in the legielature again?t

I know him quite well, +!11 oell him,

Would you point out to him ¢ % ¢f his constituentz in X County voted
yea® on Amendment 3 in the L election, As welve said, pascege of
thie emendment wae & mand m the people to glve them the right to
vote on this gquestion, Maybe you could bactfully ghgbﬁut that by thie
undoubtedly the parcentage w ba higher ¢ i
overlook again the expressed

suggest that insemuch me ite beth party platforms 1% would seem he
sheould supvort such a bill,

Z shall do all that and I'1l ask him if he's read "Tha State You're In,"

Who here knows the local politicsl perty hesds =— those lifelines of
Jtate politics to the legislotors?

I'11 talk to Mrs, H,..,, Bepublican Chairwoman,
moeratic Chairwoman,

ia always looking for good programe, Msybe I can uce




If you have someone in the group who reeds well, the reading of
is an excellent program in itself, It is cleverly written and emsily re

o, you could call on our speakers bureau if for some reamson you'd rather
not do it yourself, The state office will let you use & copy of the new
20 minute chalk talk, "The Discontented Constituent." This alec wounld be
an excellent program for PIA, uerviua groups etc, Then, too, there is the
nev sound film, "A Ve us f 5 hich can be rented by orgenizations
for $3.00 pluc postege and inaurance, is ie a dooumentary type film, ex-
tremely well done, the best poccible means of selling the need for conetitu-
tional revimion. (All but cne mede no‘es on these materials,)

{ My huéband is a Rotarian, I'll nsk him sbout supplylng them a program.

Show him page 29 of "The State Youlre In" if he's not sold on ocur program.
That will eell any businese man, Who here knows the A legislative chair—
man?

I'1l teke oome of these thinge to her and to the Bueineos and Professional
Women'e legislative chairman,

I'11 uvee what I can do with Kiwanis,

Ghall I ack the publicetions chairman to send for enough coples of the In-
structione Shesets for each of our units to have them?t ylre fres from the
otate office and full of idess, (The group thought this should be done.)

Time has run out and we haven't written the leglslators while here as we had
planned, etters written Just before, or ae early as poesible in, the leg—
islate ne:;ic: will bave the moet effect. Will as many of you as can, do it
as goon as poscible at home? Maybe we oan squeeze that in &t our next meet-
for thoee who weren't here today and wel!ll have the Instructions Sheeta
Before we go, do any of you kmew of opposition to o
ruviclcn by the convention method}? Think about it and let the cometitution-
al revision chairman, Betty know what you hear, And by the way, do
you all have the new Lobby by L r ineert (15¢) which ie & digest of our
entire program? It 1o particula: tant for you to have the three pink
gheots devoted ronetitutional convention ~— our case in a nutshell,

Thank you £11, I do f:el rea oot up by what the few of us will be able
%o accompliash.


































LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

I15th and Washingtc S:E s 14, Minnescta

Novenber 12, 1956
Hemo! To Looal League Legislative Chairmen

From: Mre. Donald Outhris, State Legislative Chuirman

Do you have any members who are interested in lobbying at the stato
legislature next session? If eo, you are invited to bring them with
you to the following mestings.

! GET-TOGETHER

Tuesdey, Hovember 27th, ot the home of Mre. Homer Mantis,
2352 Buford Ave®, 5t. Paul, Minnesota, 1:30 to 3130 P.k.

5t, Foul
an, Mopla.

December 6, 10 to 2130, in the Faculty Women's Room,

lon, University of Minnesota, se oeil
stions to the State Office by Tuesdsy, om

t to Mory Mantis' house,....
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LEAOUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
15th & Washington ives, 5,E., Minneapclis 14, Mlnnesots, FE 8~8791, December 1956, s¢

on PERSUADING THE FUBLIC TO TAKE LEGISLATIVE ACTION

.':‘ho following experiment wes carried out recently by e Lesgue unlt. In view of its

copss it is hoped League units throughout Minnesota can work in scme such program
sorly in the leglslative sesslon as & legislative, comstitutional reviaion, or general
membership meeting,

Time required for preperationt 30 to 45 minutes

Discussicn leader: any unit member interssted in this year's legislative program,

Muteriala needed:
1) supply of publications on stete Drogrem o be loaned, sold, or conaigned to mem~

bers for distribution

2) for the use of the discussion leaier, Instruction Sheets on & Selling Campaign
for "iell, What D'ya Enow. {innesota HAS a Constitution"; ealso coples of
Wielle,.."t "The State You're Tn'; "Lobby by Letter"; oxtra inserte of Con-
atitutional Conventlon section of Iobby by Letter; October-November reprint (5¢)
of Minnesote Voter, the M"F!e"; 'Democracy Denied"; Information on the new
£ilm, "A Very Eumorcus Story"; & new chalk tolk, which can be.borrowed from
the state office, "The Discontented Constituent'; well-stocked Murphy Bag;
pencile, peper and stationery for writing lagislators.

LEADER! Today, because of the school holiday there are eight of us rather than the
ueusl 15 or se, Let's see to what extent we few can individually sarry out
an active and effective legislaotive effort to bring ebout the calling of a
constitutional convention in Minnesota, (Leader then resds from the thres
pink sheste on constitutional convention in the Lobby by Letter Eit for the
benefit of new persone snd to refresh memories of others.) Let'e make escme
notes ns we go along So we won't forget what we say we will do,

I hove here the Instruciion Sheets for carrying out the selling campalgn for
this new 1ittls book, "Well, What D'ya Enow,,..Minnesota EiS & Constitution,"
This book, &2 you know, was designed to be our prineiple agent to build pub-—
1ic opinion for the calling of & constitutlonsl conventlen, the program that
Winnesota leagus membere asked to have carried cut in the 1955-57 blennium,

the first category of peroons suggected to head the llat of each mem-

personal prospect list for the book is attorneys, Who here lmows an

ey to whom she might or give & cony of "Well,..."? (Two raised

and made notes of their intentiorne,) I think attorneys and business
men would like %o cee the ig! article, It answers many guestions or ob-—
Jections they might have such as the one on increased lit gation costs which
gome feel might result from constitutional revision (two noted this). TYou
a1l have your own coples of #iWell,,." Let!s turn %o the map fo see how we
oan reach bayond our immediate area, I!1l read the legislative dlstrict num-
‘bers where there wers "no" votes on the bill to oubmit the calling of & con-
stitutional convention to the pecple in the 1955 legielative sessiom, Letls
put "H" in each of these districts. (Leader read from pages three and four
of the Instruction Sheets and group marked "Well,.." map,) Now let's black
in 1ightly some of the ceme districte where there are no Leagues, {Leader
read, group marked.) Who here lmows well scmeons in any of these marked
dietricts who might influence the menator to change his vote when the con—
gtitutional convention bill comes up in the 1957 leglslaturei

8,! My home formerly was in E,..Fs, . Thatis in legislative district number _

Let'a look at the names inside the map to find the name of the Senator who
no 4n 1955, It was Semator X.




I kmow him well, He's a&n cld family friend
Would you want to send him a cony of "Well...
I'd like very much to write hi: send him a book,

i1l you elsc apsk him to read, if he has not already donem, his copy of

he State You're In" which the stete boerd sent him very recently; Tt
book, a8 you know, contains the answers, the reasonc why Minnescta's coa
stituticn needs revising.

(not yet & member, her first meeting) My husband knowe Senator Y in dio-
trict which has no League and & "no" wote, He playe golf with him,

This 1o too m He's one of the strongest cpponentz of constitutional
revision, If '11 lock on page 29 of Democrecy Denled... I have it here,
maybe e ] he ies @0 opposed to revision, He represents & highly
cver-represanted i d because he can now do 8o well by all hic coneti-
tuer:n tHJ‘ k the reason he wante nothing changed, Would you tuk&

In" for your husband to regd! Do you think he woul
tallk to Senator Y1V 1t is, if after rooding 1t he agreee with ua hPt 1"'
time for constitutional convention.

I'm sure he will talk to him sbout it if I can eell the idea to him, They
are very good friends, At lea they con have & good argument,

I know Senator Y's wif We worked together at the hospitsl for a short
time, I'll send her a o

‘s the one in thie vicinity who badly needs

ftening reon in his district d in the Gencte,
Mre, G, w:u d you also send a Voter repkint, the "4 Fle" and ask her
to rak him if he's read his c of the "Sgate You're In"? (Mro, G.glgeled
: with some hesitazcy).

ted sgainst the constitutional conventlon bill in 1955,
rell enoogh to ask him what he plens to do when 1t comes up
ure again?

im quite well, L'11 call him,

1t out to him that 59% of hie constituents in X County voted

iment 3 in the 1955 election. As welve saild, vassags of

wae a mandate from the people to give them the right to

tion, Maybe you o d teoctfully suggest that by thie

18 percentage would be higher snd perbape he cen't afford

ok again the expressed wish of h constituenta? You might slag
e6t that insemuch ms ite in both ;trty platforms it would seem he

1d eupprort such a bill,

all do all that a 11 mek him 4f he's read "The State You're Im,"

o here kunowe the local polit party heade = those lifelines of
te politice to the legislator:

111 talk to Mra. H...ey can Chairwoman,
I'1l see Mrs, W,.,., Democraiis Chairworaen,

My church group is always 1 g for good programs, Heybe I can use some

of this material,




A UNIT MEETING, page 3

If you heve somecne in the grovp who rends well, the resding of "Well,.,."
is an excellent program in itself, I% is cleverly written and eaeily reed,
Algo, you could call on our epsakere buresu if for some reason you'd rather
not do 1t yourself, The otats office will let you use & copy of the new
20 minute chalk talk, ® 1 Oonstituent." This also would be
on exocellent program for P " é pe etc, Then, too, there is the
new spound f£ilm, "A Ve
for $3.00 plus postege end i ! his ie & dooumentary type f£ilm, ax-

well done, the best poesible mesne of selling the need for constiiu~
tionel revision. (All but one mede notes on these materials,)

My hritend ie o Rotarian, I'll ask him about eupplying them a

rogram,
va chair-

Show him pege 29 of "The State You're In" if he's not mold on our
e man, Who here kmowe the AATW 1 at

P
That will esell any buwines i
man?

If11 take gome of esae thinge to her and to the Business and Frofessional
Wemen'o leglelative cheirman,

I'11 see what I can deo with Kiwanie

I ask the publications chairman to pend for enough coples of the In-
uctions Sheete for eoch of our units to have them? They're fres from the

etate office mnd full of ideas. (The group thought this should be done,.)

Time hae run oub and we haven't written tho leglslatore le here as we had
planned, Ietters written Jjuet before, cr &2 sarly as pos le in, the leg-
ielate sepolon will have the most effect, Will ac many of you &s can, do it
as poon &8 poosible & C n oguesze that in at our next meet-
ing for tho ho weren't her d weill have the Instructions Sheets
for them. Before we go, do any of you lmow of oppoeition to comstitutional
ravision by ths convention mathod? ‘hink about it and let the constitution-
&l revision chairman, Betty ___ , know what you hear, And by the way, do
you all have the new Lobby etter insert (15¢) which is a digest of our
entire program? If ie particularly important for you to have the three pink
oheets devoted to constitutional convention — our case in a nuis

Thank you all, I do [:el really sot up by what the few of us will be able
to acceomplish,










	00191-00398-JPG-00001
	00191-00398-JPG-00002
	00191-00398-JPG-00003
	00191-00398-JPG-00004
	00191-00398-JPG-00005
	00191-00398-JPG-00006
	00191-00398-JPG-00007
	00191-00398-JPG-00008
	00191-00398-JPG-00009
	00191-00398-JPG-00010
	00191-00398-JPG-00011
	00191-00398-JPG-00012
	00191-00398-JPG-00013
	00191-00398-JPG-00014
	00191-00398-JPG-00015
	00191-00398-JPG-00016
	00191-00398-JPG-00017
	00191-00398-JPG-00018
	00191-00398-JPG-00019
	00191-00398-JPG-00020
	00191-00398-JPG-00021
	00191-00398-JPG-00022
	00191-00398-JPG-00023
	00191-00398-JPG-00024
	00191-00398-JPG-00025
	00191-00398-JPG-00026
	00191-00398-JPG-00027
	00191-00398-JPG-00028
	00191-00398-JPG-00029
	00191-00398-JPG-00030
	00191-00398-JPG-00031
	00191-00398-JPG-00032
	00191-00398-JPG-00033
	00191-00398-JPG-00034
	00191-00398-JPG-00035
	00191-00398-JPG-00036
	00191-00398-JPG-00037
	00191-00398-JPG-00038
	00191-00398-JPG-00039
	00191-00398-JPG-00040
	00191-00398-JPG-00041
	00191-00398-JPG-00042
	00191-00398-JPG-00043
	00191-00398-JPG-00044
	00191-00398-JPG-00045
	00191-00398-JPG-00046
	00191-00398-JPG-00047
	00191-00398-JPG-00048
	00191-00398-JPG-00049
	00191-00398-JPG-00050
	00191-00398-JPG-00051
	00191-00398-JPG-00052
	00191-00398-JPG-00053
	00191-00398-JPG-00054
	00191-00398-JPG-00055
	00191-00398-JPG-00056
	00191-00398-JPG-00057
	00191-00398-JPG-00058
	00191-00398-JPG-00059
	00191-00398-JPG-00060
	00191-00398-JPG-00061
	00191-00398-JPG-00062
	00191-00398-JPG-00063
	00191-00398-JPG-00064
	00191-00398-JPG-00065
	00191-00398-JPG-00066
	00191-00398-JPG-00067
	00191-00398-JPG-00068
	00191-00398-JPG-00069
	00191-00398-JPG-00070
	00191-00398-JPG-00071
	00191-00398-JPG-00072
	00191-00398-JPG-00073
	00191-00398-JPG-00074
	00191-00398-JPG-00075
	00191-00398-JPG-00076
	00191-00398-JPG-00077
	00191-00398-JPG-00078
	00191-00398-JPG-00079
	00191-00398-JPG-00080
	00191-00398-JPG-00081
	00191-00398-JPG-00082
	00191-00398-JPG-00083
	00191-00398-JPG-00084
	00191-00398-JPG-00085
	00191-00398-JPG-00086
	00191-00398-JPG-00087
	00191-00398-JPG-00088
	00191-00398-JPG-00089
	00191-00398-JPG-00090
	00191-00398-JPG-00091
	00191-00398-JPG-00092
	00191-00398-JPG-00093
	00191-00398-JPG-00094
	00191-00398-JPG-00095
	00191-00398-JPG-00096
	00191-00398-JPG-00097
	00191-00398-JPG-00098
	00191-00398-JPG-00099
	00191-00398-JPG-00100
	00191-00398-JPG-00101
	00191-00398-JPG-00102
	00191-00398-JPG-00103
	00191-00398-JPG-00104
	00191-00398-JPG-00105
	00191-00398-JPG-00106
	00191-00398-JPG-00107
	00191-00398-JPG-00108
	00191-00398-JPG-00109
	00191-00398-JPG-00110
	00191-00398-JPG-00111
	00191-00398-JPG-00112
	00191-00398-JPG-00113
	00191-00398-JPG-00114
	00191-00398-JPG-00115
	00191-00398-JPG-00116
	00191-00398-JPG-00117
	00191-00398-JPG-00118
	00191-00398-JPG-00119
	00191-00398-JPG-00120
	00191-00398-JPG-00121
	00191-00398-JPG-00122
	00191-00398-JPG-00123
	00191-00398-JPG-00124
	00191-00398-JPG-00125
	00191-00398-JPG-00126



