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Votea were not taken in the Jenate on O tutional Convention this 1557 Session
ore we ere uding for your inform n the Senate vote on this matter ir
ession (C.C. 1955). You mey want to check with your Senator end see if he
d hie position and now eupprurts the bill Supnorters voted yes on thia bill,

Votes taken on the Bergerud Reapp ment bill (H.F. 450) were on the version &s
amended by the Senate ctions & Reapr 1t Committee. Supporters voted ye

Votes taken on the Party Designation bill (S,F. 705) were on & motion to call the
i1l to the floor for a wvote. JU_POTlOrﬂ voted yes on the bill,
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his is my report of the leglislative ses
5 have mach more 11 ing than I
1 may very differont ldeas so pe ¥y can
use what ¥ o h of my report and add £ I
sent a carbon to Doris too. 1 asn' t preser the day tt
bill wes passed in the
will went to add somethin

Doria felt we should Include m our methods
n 'L.‘v‘ ncLuﬂl enings in

did feel t e heppenings should be

however, fyf,(fbut cut wvherever you wish,

ut our re
about a
you« I am Just
tht now een't think of
hour is very late, I 31 that you have done
nctu.r'l “‘f)I‘k than I heve on the whole | blem of
3 lo moat of the reporting at conwention,
> help in whatever way 1 can, however,
.rhrt you want,




CONS TITUTIONAL CONVENTION ITEM
1957 Report

Iﬂg\:IDUCTIO:.'

OF BILLS Senate File # 135 was introduced in the Senate on
Jarmary 23, 1967, Authorss Stanley Holmquist, E.Ls
Andersen, snd Herold Semltsz,

House File # 2890 was introduced in the House on Jane
uary 24, 1957. Authops were Jos Karth, A,I. Jolmson,
Clarence Langley, Sally ILuther, and Roger Noreen.

Both bills provided for submission to the electors at the general
election to be held Hovember, 1958, the gquestions "Shall there

be a eonvention to revise the constitution of the State 6f Minnesota?"
If a majority of the voters voting at the election shall have voted
for a eonvention, the legislsture at il session next susceeding the
electlion shall provide’for calling such a conventicn,

FIRST HOUSE
HEARING H,F, 289 was referred to the General Leglslation Commlttee,
and the first hearing was held on February 18, 1957 at
8330 A.M, Mpr, Joe Karth, chief author, presented the bill to the
members of the committee and introduced those who wished to testify
for the bills Mr, Williem Pearson of the State OGrange; Mr, Donald
Holmes, Chalrman of the Minnesota Citizens Constitutional Committeej
Professor ¥illiem Anderson of the University of Minnesota political
science department; Mr, ¥William Carlson speaking for the joint leg-
islotive committee of the DFL and Republican partiesj lrs, Maloolm
Hargraves, Lesgue of "omen Voters (See lirs, Hargravea' speech); Mra.
Ellie Peilen, Council of Jewlish Womenj lr, George W, Lawson, University
regent and active in A.F.L.j Mrs, G.J, Eilborn for Hennepin Gounty
Republicen Workshopj Mr. Stanley Flatt, an interested privete citlizen;
Speaker A,I, Johnson, kr, Hoger Noreen, and Mrs, Sally Luther, all
authors, Before this meeting some of these people were aslad by
the LW %o bring out certain points in answer to arguments of the
opponents and the testimony was excellent., For example, ip, Holmes,
practieing attorney, quoting from experlences in Missouri and Hew

Jersey, handled the gmestion as to whether a new comstitution would
ereate much litipation. ¥He ended his testimony by saying that a new
¢ natitution wonld reduce litigation. Frofes-or Anderson had been
a member of Fresident Eisenhower's Committee on Intergovernmentel
Relations, and he spoke also with the voige of authority as a student
of Minnesota's conatitution,

Several of the persons who testified emphasized the neceasity of
having falth in the democratiec process and allowing the people to
have the final decision about calling a constitutional convention,

On February 25th at 8330 A,M, the opponents of the blll

were to be heard. Mr, Urville Peteraon, attorney for the

Lengne of Hinnesota Municipalities, asked to speak as a
propcnent, and he said that H,P, 280 was "Leaue" endorsed,

The opponents weres lir, Otto F, Christensen, Executlive Viee
Prosident of the Minnesota Employers' Assoclation, and Mr, Mike
Galvin, attorney for the rallroads but Mr, Galvin sald he was
speaking as an individual,
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One propcment emphasized that fumdamental issues relating to
forms of government should be woted on by the people.

Senator Fraser asked a g nt questicn after the pro=
ponents had finished. &e wondered whether eny of the "-mskez's
8, and tho answer, of course,was "no",

te then took the floors HNr, ‘-'ttc‘ Christensen; the Ramsey
publican Club Chelrvoman; ke Galving Mrs. Lee
blie Reletions Chairman ror the First Minnosota Oouncil
the People",

My, Chrictensen strossed thet he had to be convinced thaot some=
thing wrong with the conatitution El". at he head hor!'d of
rson, farm, ete. bel
"'"ll!“"‘" preponents mon t‘rv“o speol r‘c
f «Ca "‘hc "peckage

L CC
s, lebor un
fpaistance recl
these seemed to us to be a falrly good crosa
citizens of Minnesota.

G=26=5%, Defore vote was taken, Senator Wrigh

opposed C.0, and supported the amendment process

of revision, S8enator Wefald also argued that a
CuCe would submit the state's most vital dooument to "en unine-
formed electorate”. .

Thore were two votes taken. Une on a motlon to Indefinitely
postpone the bill,
For postponements Dunlap, Erickson, ddt, Maselk, Root
Rosenmeier, Wefald, ‘elsh, “right--
Againsts
Fraser, Gillen, R, Hanson, Kalina,
Mitehell, Nelson, Nyoklemoe, 0'Loughlin,
Johultge=—=9

On a motion to recommend passages
For Pacssmages Fraser, CGillen, %, Hanson, Kalina,
Mitchell, Nelson, Nyeklemoe, O'Roughlin,
chultz—=----0

Againots Dunlap rickson, Feldt, Masek, Root,
= . ho:\cm'.:‘ior, ex.tr 14, ich ri ————
—

So both motions were lost for lack of a favorable majority.

o@e lMeanwhile on March 19, 1957 H,F, 289 was Bebated before the
: Committee=cf'-the-ihole, This debate ocourred arcound 4300

0'clock (two hours after the House went into session) ith

the exception of two billas, most of the bills debated during




. the first two hours were of no pertieunlar significance to the
stete as o whole, and yet most of the represent tives remained
in their sents. hen “r, Karth arcse to give his arguments for

go of the convention bill, meny of the representatives (most

em opposed to the b1ll) walked ocut, T soemed to ue to
te that they kmew how ti were going to wote on the bill.
th's debate was excell ~=woll thought out and well pre-
+ Again hin emphasis waes on his belief in the people.

Oppodition ceme mostly Duxtury, French, lverson, and Jensen,
.'mﬂr_r'\ brought the point that the constitution stetes that
hirds of the members slected to each branch of
Shell think it pecessary tr- call s convention®,
shnll sllow the peopls to vote, d other oprcnente
414 not "think 1t ne cessery” at present co they were u-der no
obligetion to refer.it to the peorle Uther arguments were
thet (1) noone "‘" rhat w of & convention, (2) Let's
X r le, (3) proponenta
.11"*1 the conatitution
mg method, Hinnegota has
the union during the last

Speskting for thu bil}l, My, Horeen menticned the chenges needed
the Home Fule sectin of the constitution, Mrs, Luther end
+ Semrle also supported the bill,

The vote wes teken by maching snd there were 60 yeas and 26 nays.

The Bill The next day, S«-2C-57 for the first time in the history
Fasses the he ¢ s the conectituticnal ecnventlion bill p::szcd t.
House e by a vote of EO=-3B--one more vote t
¢ up the two=thir 15 rajority., "Follo

moved to neil the vote dowm irrevocably

hm.. e rule which "e.ys e momber of th

move for e vote of reconsideration within 3 days.

moved at once to reconsider, Hip motion was defeated by

volce vote"so the bill was In the clear in the House.

ACTION IN
SENATE COMMITTER Efforts were mnde at subsequent meetings of the Senate
dJudiciary Committee (3-2B8-57 and 4-4-57) to get the
members to reconsider their tie vote on the convention bill
end to allow 1t to come out on the Senate floor, but these
came to nought. League members from Senctor Miller's snd
Mullin's districts put pressure on them to be present for
the re-voti Senator Mullin 414 appear but 3 ineffective
in handl} of the matter, enator Miller w
miced his constituents to vote for the C,0. bill
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absent from committee meetings because of illneasn during the early
part of the sescion and had assked to be relieved from commlittee
duty later (this request waas not r!rant.edb 2o he sald he did not
feel he could attend future meetinga.

Both Zenator Fraser snd Nycklemoe made attempts to get further
consideration of the bill and Senator Holmquist appeared several
times to ask the committec Lu pass (hs bLll out so that it could
b~ debated on the flaor, but no mction was taken, Those doing
most of the arguing against reconsideration weres Feldt, Dunlap,
Root, Hosemmeler, and Fright.

The Chairman, My, ¥Weleh, had asppointed a subeommittes consisting
of three witﬁ Rosenmeier as chalrman to consider all amendimenta
before the committee and the excuse of wanting to consider the
amendmonts firat before doing anything with convention was used,
Four smendments A4id pass out of coem!ttee with recommendations
and these included some of the changes the LWV wented made in

the conatitution so the strategy used by comm'ttee members seemed
well planned,

HOW WE LOBBIED e had declded we would try to keep our arguments for
FOR C.C. convention es general as poassible emphasizing the people's

right to vote, The plan was to work as mumech as possible
through local leagnes--stress being put on the sonstituent seeing
her legislator, We Aid have a core of members seeing committee
members and leplolatora whose dlstrétts had nof leagues, but the
groatest effort was spent in telephoning, telegraphing, end writing
local leagues whish had leglslators who needed prolding or whose
votes were signifieant, Lovik from Fark Rapids showed uncertainty
about h's vote, and he passed in committee, but voted "yes" on
the floor end we feel that the Park Raplds beague had mich to
do with this. Mr. Epnet voted "yes" in committee and on the
floor, and the Hutchinson Lesgue probebly played a pert in this,
¥p, Enestvedt voted "no" in committee and "yes" on the flaor and
our 5t, Louis Park lobbyint as well as the Ulivia Lemgue probably
had a ﬁrant deal to do with his change, Mr. Newhouse from Alexendria
voted "no" on the fldor of the House on 3-18-57 and "yes" on 5-20-57
and we hope that our telephone call to “lexandrias about this produced
these results. These are juat some of the resulte of your work and
I am sure they could be repeated many times by elting what other
Leagnes have dones Ve do feel that all of ocur League efforts were
effective in the passage of the bill in the House,

All during the session we were helped immeasurably y the Public
Helations committee which not only attended commititee hearings

but which also handled newspaper, T,V, and radlio publicity. Letters
to the Editors of newapapers throughbut the State were encouraged
by them,

Our legisletive chairman was slwaya present at the legisl: ture
and not only kept us well informel gf about vhat was happening
but elso ga e much needed support by her friendly relationship
with the legislators.
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Fear-=both of the unlmown and of the pecple., Effective
leaders particularly in the Sencte ured the argument
that what we have now i1s lmown, but what we would get
from a oo vention is unlmown,

Many leglalantors seemed to fon“ the people and the
demooratic procoass, Dan ey implies a trust in the
people, and when our le ra lose thnt trust, demogracy
su_t'rm-ﬂ. As_Abraham :.mcnln sald in a speech delivered
Jetober 16, 18564, "o man is p-ocw encugh to govern
another ma: _.~11t‘1-\ 1t that other's consent”,

The great influence of certain members of the Sennte
in particular., duoting from Mps, Norgaard's 1956
legislative reports "And one cannot diseount the ine-
fluence of lawyer=leglalators who sit as the people's
representatives and yet, because of thelr means of
livelihood, rppresent the people only in part.," How
much the leasgue csn do in this area ia somethirg whieh
will have to be discussed by State Board and members
together in the future.

The succesa in passing amendments during the 1954-1956
electins made a good talking point for the op
of convention who wanted the "safe and sure metho

revision by amendment, The LWV fs one organization
which has sontributed to the passage of such amendments
and this success was a strong point in our defeat this
session, Yur attitude tewards support of amendments
should be discussed thorourhly at convention,.

In spite of the wonderful public relations job whie
the L#V carréed on for two yeara in selling C.C, to
the eitizens of Mi nesota, there 1a ntill a great
apathy on the part of many citizens in regard to C.C.
Defeat of the bill can eertainly be attributed in
great mensure to this unconcern and lack of Imowledge.




.Lc"g\,e of <cden Voters of | February 1, 1957
15th & Jushington Aves,, 5. . Additional coples
Minneaspolis esota

B U

FATRICIA'S ZSSAY Last April the League of Yomen Votere of Minnesota
sponeored an essay contest for high school students
on the Minnesota Constitution., The first four winners
were to be awarded & trip to the 1957 Legielature.
Plans wers made for a tour of the capitol, a visit
to r committes meeting and lunch with the legislators.
e also asked t the first urlze winner ba given
permiseion to resd her essay before the Senate and
the second prize winner before the House. Verbal
permission wes granted to us so we sent out newspanesr
raleases and arrang for radio and TV coverage.
Plans were well under way when the Senate Rules
Committes mat and ¢ B m the reguest because
the iscue discussed in the essay was controversial,
and legislation on the issue was pending in the
Senate. ile accepted their decimion without question

1iged our plans accordingly. Fatricla was to

ced to the Senate and coples of her essay

wers to be put on every Semator's desk. A%t the last
minute the Semate relented and decided to permit
Patricia to read her eseay right adjournment,
The prees picked up the story as
ond for three days Patricia's ess
news, Lots and lots of people heard about Cons
tutionsl Revision for the first tis On February 1
the Minneopolie Morning Tribune wrote an editorial
und nrinted tha entire essay.

Patricia's essay was titled Minnesotu's Only
Constitutionsl Convention and started out this way:
A constl convention..,....,5ince then there have been amendments
our cong but never n revising convention. The ceuse for delay
much needed re on is controversy the legislature. According to
I izution the pe e are %o decide whether or not to have
rention, They can only do this when the question is submitted
but the lature g so for refused to nllow thie",

take _our cue from Patricia's essay and insist
t n ars later = the legislature
allow the people of Minnesota a e & constitutional convention

fto give Minnesota o r & £ L

ENCLOSUR thlovbu is one tear sheet from the Minneapolis Morning
. ibune of February 1, 1957, which includes Patricia
rafls

first prise winning Resey on the Winmesota bonqtitutio which she read to
the i{innesota Senators, and un excellent editorial entitled, "Patricia's Essay.”




11 for an act “rc“aailﬁ a convention to revise the consti-
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Chanha . Cilczen 'by thu
rth 5t.
Lr." G-e“yld

2. Betty Green,
proach should be




ere of Minnesoto
faehington Aves,, 5.E.
olis 14, Minnesota

E

Fenerel Legiszla
in Hoom 304, State
use File # 289 were: Mr,

rgreves for the Le.
Peilen for the Council of Jewlsh ¥
AFL} ra., G. Ellbor
ioger Noreen, Mre.
ani Mr, Joe Kerth, intred
committee and introduced ¢
att elso epoke for the bill,
opponents of the bill,

The Senate bill
portionment

Februnry

on C

ommittee on
pitol.
William Pearson, of State Grange;
Minnesota Citizens Constitutional Committee

eraon of University of Minnesota politicel sclence deg
ng for the Jjoint legislative committee of the IFL an

1 of Women Voters of

.- Xebruary-.20,
Additional cop

BULLETIN

i before the
february 18, at B:30 AsM
Thoce testifying for the bill,
Mr, To Holmes,
Frofeceor William
ent: William Carlson
epublican parties;
nnesota; Mrs, Ellie
Mr. Gaorge W. n, University regent,
ican hopy GSpeaker A, I,
1 aguthors of the bill, epoke for
g suthor, presented the bill to the mem-
o wished to give testimony. Mr.
iring on Febru 8330 AM, will

2330 A

n referred to the Senate Elections and
ces Sge page 3 of Feb, 1 Legielative
Bulletin

it was diecussed,

and amended in the House Committee of 1 amendment, authored
]

George French,Minneapolis,

ould give a state lawmaker, or & person of his

s seat on the county committee of his respective political party. On

February 15, it was voted its final passege ~ 95 for and 32 egainst,

not vote.

The Senate bill was introduced on

¢ 401

Adnthora:

This bill was referred to
3 of Leglolative Bulletin, dated

Three did

January 2i,




Additicnal oople

0.4
1f ever and League just beginning
om now on t 1 move _L,t, and ti anning to take
"gat oeth comes,
icoment Oommittee.
3, Legislative
geto so late

¥ Houge 95 to !
tion in the 5 e Hlections and
infL.Gﬂ 8 with ! ors on this committee
Full 3
in the cession E
The FEPC supporters !
priations and

¥ina

eve a_—ne.u_:'e.i 'r‘ei'n—ﬂ "'le “‘o'u.s Appro—
the Senate ¥
for the next bleanium, an incres

The Sonetitutional Comvention bill ‘} was pasoed
out of the House General Legieletion Com e8 by & vote
of 11 yes votes to 6 no votes, with 2
d they voted ae follows!

Every mem-

The vecte 1aat segeion in the

that the to & vote this yesr is too close
comeé up on the Hounse floor tbu ‘nst nnrt of
» firat pert of

of the rur
the conventi
Constitutic

to the disadvantage of the
argument is that the leg
axpreos

they will vote
le and labor
L the reapportionment
problemso ound cur most effectiv
no longer deny the right of the people to
conotitutional convention.

islature sho
for

themaelves, ac

or again

FOR ACTION -- ITS TI
AL COUVENTION BIL
Tha
Thursday ,

diciary Committee hearing for Constitutional
y from 8 to 9 A.M. for the proponents, and from
orponents, Senate Committee sonnel iz the same as 1t
There 1o much work to be done in the committee, If your
Committes (ses page 2, Legislative Bulletin, Feb. 1),
e support thes bill,




111 rru\ma‘y 'hp a conferance

the asuthor Senator Gi
Reapportionment will be debated

The Reappor

minuteo,

Senator

this committes, &n
ittee ia listed on page,3, Legislative J’Jle’it’ b
1 Reay nt is

at a pe of
want the gucnt‘on oetil

epportionment bill
crtlonment Committe
The vote was as follows:

1 last
Senate
Reure—

pportionment committes also
ndation to

voted ocut an area
g

the Senate committes
committes to work out an
you of progress in the next

or the "1‘“"(,:"

any c*'c,g"'?.. 2.

Your lctby::t:
matter.

TV chow on Res
Bergerud

compromise coneti
Erickeson and

rill be given ite
reh 11, in room 237 at

ittee, The proponents will "hD
irmen of the rest
Your lobbylots




April 5, 1
Additional

[

TIOHAL On March 26, the Senate Jul ary Committee, with two members
108 absent, wcva* 9 to 9 on killing the bill, and again 9 to 9 on
eanding 1t to the Senate floor by recommending it to pass.
Therefore the bill re: ed before the committes,

On Merch 28, committee members, by moving adjournment, avolded
setting time for & re-vote,

On April 4, the committee voted againet setting a time for
ther committes vote, The etrategy, se volced by Senators Wefald end dWright, wae
they wanted to heer the repcrt of acubecommittee on constitutional emendmente
tefore taking sncther vote on the convention bill,

We still have hope of another committee vote on the Constitu-
tional Convention bill, after the smendments have been acted upon, but hope of Senate
pesoage 1 very dim|

The members of the sub-committee cre Senators Rosenmeler, HRoot
end Froser, Twenty-nine ceparate amendments to the constitution were introduced into
the Senate this session, 6 work of the sub-committes was to consolidate the subject
matter and report a favw & mentos to the main committee to act upon, This report
wag presented Friday morning, April 5. The report included 4 emendmente: 1) Home
Hole Amendment, 2) Amendment on length of esgsions, 3) Four year term for constitu~
tional officere, and 4) a section eliminating wood.,” Final committee action on

sge amendmente haos not been taken at this writ We report thia to you so that
‘a may understand the etrategy the committes is nge

The passaga of these amen te out of committee and onto the
ballot greatly reduces the need for and chances f e convention, Thie is precicely
what the Judlcisry committee intended, Our conviction that the citizen is the con~
gtitution maker ie being circumvented, by motion of the Senate Judiclary Oommlttee
in delegating to a three man sub-committee the responeibility of recommending revision
in these areas. Once again the Senste is denying the citizena the right to make
the cholce that ls theirs — %o decide if they want a Constitutional Oonvention,

WHAT WOULD YOU AS A CITIZEN DO KOW?

At a late, long and confueing meeting of the Genate Elections
and Reapportionment Committee April 4, the following decisions
made on legielative reapporticnment, The Bergerud-Gillen Bill wee emended to
1 rve almost completely the tus quo in the Senate, the metropolitan
RTEAB ¥ retain the additional seats given them in the
neent would remein substentially as sccepfed by that body on March 23
is the new anr_s- The Borgerud—Gillen bill would fecane
sffective not at the n ‘t‘rn, but in 1963, end only if an ares amendment was
accepted by the woters in ¢?5E. We fesl trin 10 en unamcosptable eolution becensst
the whole point of stetutory respportionment would be immediate relilef,
onditioning a statute ¢ 1 an amendment ie not good legislative procedure,
3. there is no indication t the smendment would be (Houes and Senate are still fur
epart on 1 d recelive the area consideration, and
L, Any statute and ame offered together should at least te like each other in
purpose and effect. No poeseible emendment could be anything but incongrucus with
the Bergernd-Gillen bill aa smended (modified population, Housei modified area in
Senata).
WE WO LIKE YOU TO TELL YOUR SENATOR WHY
PADKAGE DEAL, AND THAT WE STILL HOFE FOR A STATUTH A SEPARATE




League of Tomen Voters of E April 11, 15957

15th & “ashington Aves,, 3, T Legielative Bulletin Ko, &
Minneanolis 14, Minnesota Additienal Coples 2¢

®TIME FUR ACTION IN REAPPURTIINMENT

Fa—ga, ud bill and a respportionment asendwent, =hich =ould forever fresiw
\ '0"1 diatricts, ~ers married by action of the Senate Wlections and Reapportion
ment .c_r.'lrwe, Aoril 4, Since %the Leasue nf Women Voters conslders this marriage
an extremely ill-mated one, it is our volicy to oress for annulment (Qur reasons
r nbjecting ~ere eat forth in Legislative Bulletin Ho, § which vou have just
aceived in the last Freosident's mailing,)

After talkineg =ith the chiesf authors, Hem, Bergerud and Senator
representatives from the Binartiean Committee, the Leasue has Joined in
atteavt to pase either the Bergerud bill or - more orobably - & reancortionment
amendment which the League can support,

This hat will be tried:

Gillen =411 anve on Pridar, 12, that the Senate vote op
nate version of reapmortionme ~ that ia, Bargerud bill a r:art
eavnortionsent Aamendment - on Monday, April 185, It =111 be th

strategy of the friends of reavportion.ent %o trv to senarate the ‘r“_.

wd the amendment on %he Sanats

If thie separation failse ir g (and there %8 1ittle hone that
it will succeed), and if %h nat i nass till ap® the amend-

ment in their present unified the bill mould hdye to ro to &

conference comtiittee of the Senate and House,

The last lope for a form of reanportionment which the Lengue could

suppert would depend on how revresentatives.frou both the House and

Senate wouldi reseclve the differences betmsen the t=o versions of

reanvortionment lepislation, The only "compromise" which the authors

and the League can nrobabl: na for would be re :éct on of Bergerud
and acceptance f & "reasonable” amends

is bteing tnken to get A comcitment anch Senater with respsct
on reacvortionment and tn secure I b education tarourh
s of Senate debate,

can be it naloful if thay:

the nacers swe if Senator Gillen gets the svecial order
reapnortioneent leeslelatic

Tor a Benate vote on Aori he faile, %
may be lost in the 1la

urge their Senators - if S ur tma
Aoril 15th vote - to wunport eitl 8 i 11 or an
or both, but not the nresent versi pill-amendzent,

nt for en
n aaoendment

o reapoortionment legis in the nres senpta form will be accepted by
: It will certainly not be suovortsd br the League, 7Te do have a chance

uring a good respportionment amendzent if =e all let nur Senators kno~ that
reapnortisaument by statute or by amenr t should be considered anl voted seraratelv.
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wge)  Tednesday, Hanch &,
or thereafter

Minneapolis 14, Minnesota

Jangrue, Bipartisan Coc
Harn People to Guard Rights

Minnesotane were warned todar, ns a resul teatiuony at a lezislative
"not to let & suoke screen of side issues hide the basic fact that they
nve the risht %o vote on whether they want a convention tn revise the state
atitution”, The marning =as made by the Leasue of Tomen Voters of Minnesota
consultation =ith the GOP-DFL legielative committee headed by P, Kenneth
reon of Minneavolis and Willi Carlann of St, Paul, OCallineg a constitutiocnal
ition is in both party nlatforme,
"Opponents of the comstitutional convantion bill tedtifying at a louse
eAaning have trisd to switch the epotlight to many other issues," the statement
anld, "but not one has riven a single real reasen why the veople should not be
#llowed to vote Aving a conventio

e advise those who believe in thie right to tell their legislators
T4

-\

On the bishttisan coiittee are: B0F-~ Krs, Leonard Wilson, Carlton;

ert Quie, Dennison: Hev, ALlf Fergeruwi, Bdina: Mra, C, E, Howard,
Marge Laki, St, Faul e ¥ {oQuiggan, Marshallp
s, Betty Green, 5t, Louie Park:; Gerald Dillon, Minneavolis,
Joining in iseuing the statement were several persons who tee%ified at
cuse hearing in favor of the constitutional convention blll, They are
magter of the Minnesote State Grange; Donald Holmes, Minneapo
of the Minnesota Citizene Constitutional Committee: Mrs, Ellis Peilen,
Minneapnlis, state legislative chairman of the National Council of Jewish Fomen;
George . Laweon, 5%, Paul, active in the A.F,I + Graydon J, Eilborn,
.l'ijlnsimolls, Henneoin County Repub an Torkah Stanley Platt, Minneapolis;
Mrs, Malcolm Hargraves, Rochester, constitutional convention chairman of the

League of Tomen Voters of Minnesota.




STATE OF MINNESOTA

SIXTIETH
SESSION

Introduced and Read First Time Feb. 1, 1957, by Messra. Welch,
Rosenmeier and Novak.

Referred to Committee on Judiciary.

Reported Back Apr. 16, 1957, to Pass as Amended.

Read Second Time Apr. 15, 1%

Matter in italics is new; matter in capitals when in ( ) iz old law to be omitted.

A BILL

r an Act Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of the State of Minnesota, Article IV, Section 1,

Relating to the Legislature,
Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Minnesofa:
Section 1. An amendment to Article IV, 8
2 is proposed to the people of the state for their af

follows, and if adopted tion 1 will read as follows:
Section 1. The legislature shall consist of the senate and b representatives,
5 shall be composed of members elected for a term of four and the house

i shall be composed of members elected for a term of two by the qualified voters at the general

7 election. Their terms shall begin on the first Monday in January next following their election
The legislature shall be a continuous body during the term for which the house of representatives
is elected. It shall meet at the zeat of government at reguls agion in each odd numbered year at the

time prescribed by law for a term not exceeding 120 legislative days unless the term iz increased by

a law enacted at a previous session of the legislature,
A special session of the legislature may be called as otherwise provided by thizs Constitution or

may be called in the manner provided by or by the joint rules of the senat house of representa-

tives,
Sec. 2. The proposed amendment shall be submitted to the people of this state for their appr
or rejection at the general election for the year 1958 in the manner provided by law for the submis-




special ¢
wislative r




SESSION. No. 183

Introduced and Read J 4, 1957, by ) s, Dunlap
and Root.

Referred to

¢ to be omitted.

an Act Proposing Amendments to the € i f State of Minnesota by Elimin
visions Now B x I in Pr s of Article IV, Section 23 and Cer
and Article VII, §
of the State of Minnesota:
eliminating and r certain obsolete provisions of the Con-
wing & Iment and repealer is wed to the peo-
al or

IV, SBection

23. At their first s 1 after such e ti T 3 authe
tates, the legislature shall have the power to prescribe the bounds of cong
i representative districts, 1 to a tion anew the senators and re
ricts according to the provisions of section second of this s
Article VII, Section 1 of the Constitution of the 8
the & [ twenty 1 PATE OF U ¥ a citizen
three months and whe in this e six (6) months next pre-

eding any election s be & ) W setion in the el o dist

at the time has been a resident for thirty (30) davs all officers elective by the people.




Article VII, See. 2 of the Constitution of the St Minnes iz amended to
has been convicted of tr or any I unless restored
guardianship, or wk Non  eOMmpos 1m
1 or permitted to v at any election in this s
Subd. 4. Article IV, S e Congtitution of the State of Minnesota, perta:
election of United States Sen ¢ the legislature,

women in ce

and Article VII, Section 8, pertaining to the

repeal

quest mitted to th woval or rejec
on at the gen election for the yvear 1958 in the ¥ fed by law for the agion of
amendments to the Constitution. The votes reon wanted, can o, and the result
The ballots us n shall inted thereon the

1Y repes obsolete y

in Article VII, Sect

stated interv the election of

the elective franchise of persons of Ir lood @0 as to treat them the

tters r t alifics ar voting; and per ing to the
mst 1




STATE OF MINNESOT/

SIXTIETH O 1 8 7

and Re g 957, by Messrs. Fraser

Matter in is in in () is old I be omitted,

to the Constitution of
Term fi Office
Bei i State of Minnesot
amendment of the Con ie [ Minne: Article V,
reby pro d to t 2 f the f | or rejection, which
ions when amended shall re:
The term of office T nor be four years, and
BUCCERSOrS Are g el t years ar
6 shall have be ona fide resident of e yes lection. Both
f the United S
Section 5. The official term of the sec 3 f . r, attorney general, and state
shall A i h s i i T hig successor shall p been
10 elected and qual fur ies and sa of the executive 5 B ench be pre-
ribed by law.

This | sed amendment = bmitted to the voters ipproval or rejec-

election for the ye 58 in & mer provided by law, and i opted this

iendment shall take effect + beginning on the first Monday in 1963, The

d at the m shall have | ereon :




tion of the State of a, Article V,

the ge




STATE OF MINNESOTA

No. 854

Introduced and Read Fir

Matter in italics is new; matter in capitals when i

A BILL

wr an Act Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Minnesot: o Lo wovernment and

i Cansoli r the s ; Ame: &, X1 a e IV, Section

ature may prov

10 and for the transfer of
11 ferrved until approved by a majority
wernment unit or to a
f contiguous

14 name the unit or, in th & the to which it applies, The legislature may enact




tion «

publi

AT he major-
| over the provisions
viding for t

weal gov

the vote

her manner

e priv: 3 r, or authorizing

inhibitions of loc 5 section shall not

general laws on any of the subjects enumerated.

1 or local 1 but shall not amend,

Fener

effect the text of the existing sections of the constitution proposed

by the propoesed amendment. The guestion shall be stated on

1 of Minnesota be amended by revising and consolidating
elating thereto, and pr

nd by other







STATE OF MINNESOTA

No. 289

SESSION

Referred to Committee
Reported Ba

il Sec

Matters in it iz new; matter in capitals when in ( ) is old law to &

A BILL

For an Act Proposing a Convention to Revise the titution of the State of M

Minnest
of Minnes

on to re

The electors may vo t for or aga

2 ducted and the returns ther 1, and
3 general elections, The form of the ball

Shall there be a convention to r

Comnstitution of the State of Minnesota?

e by & cross d “Yes" or

The voter shall designate hi

10 the space pro 1 therefor. If a maj voters voling at the ele

for a convention, the legislature at its se t succeeding thiz election

12 such convention.




STATE OF MINNESOTA

‘Session H. F. No. 289

ced and Read Firat T 57, by Mr. Karth,
Mrs. Luther, Messrs. Lar
ferred to Comm
Reported Bag
Read SBecond Time Mar, 4, 1957.

in italics is new; matter in capitals when in ( ) is old law to be omitted.

A BILL

For an Act ing a Convention to R the Constitution of the State of Minnes
y the Leg 3 of Minnesota:
1. There sh ¢ at the geners held in November,
1958, the question:
“Shall there E ition to revise stitut of the State of Minne:
Sec, 2. The electors may vote by ballot for or against a convention.

ducted and the returns thereof made, canvaszed, and certified in the manne 3Vi law

for

3 general elections, The form of the

Shall there be & convention to re

Constitution of the State of Minn

The voter s - + hisg ek 2 by & cross mark « aite or the wo
the space provided therefor. If a jority of the voters : election

for a convention, the legislature at its session next succeeding

2 such convention.




STATE OF MINNESOTA

siEn H. F. No. 441

and Read First Time Jan. 7, by Messra. Grittner,
Dirlam, Wozniak, Iverson and Oberg
on  Civil Administra
s Amended Mar, 4,
Read Second Time Mar.

new, matter in s when in ( ) is old law to be o

A BILL

3; Requiring That They Be Registere 1 Providing

o af Minnesota:

sition wh

or to act in
counsel or agent of any £ £ noor corporati
name of the person so employed or il to be employed, to be entered
as hereinafter pr . £ be the duty of the person so em-
sl to enter or cause 1o be entered his name upon such docket. Upon the ter tion of such

o the na

sions of this section sk

prepare 1 keep a legislative docket, which shall be knowr
2 the docket of the legi rOu agents. In the docket shall be entered the names of counsel
3 or pers mployed to appear beéfore a committee of the legislature for the purpose of making an

iment or examining witnesses, the names of » regular legal counsel or person emploved
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STATE OF MINNESOTA

SIXTIETH
Qpa

o8- No. 183

ueed d Read First ww Messrs. Dunlap

and Root,
Referred to Committee

Reported k Apr. 10, 1957, to Pass

mended.
tead &

Matter in italics is y be omitted.

A BILL

r an Act Proposing Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Minnesota by Eliminating Pro-

visions Now Obsolete; l{lt‘_lll'.'il'.ll'._' Certain Provisions of Article IV, Section 23 and Certain Provi-
~— = : : Al
gions DAt YT & Article VII, Section 8.

enacted by the Leg

Section 1. For the purpose of eliminating and rep r vertain obsolete provisions of the Con

stitution of of Minnesots; the following amendment and r r is proposed to the peo-

ple of

Subdiv e

made by the authority of the United

ribe the bounds of congressional, senatorial and

representative districts, and to apportion anew the senator: d representatives among the several

districts according to t provisions of section second of this arficle

Subd. 2. 4 le VII, Section 1 of the Cons State of Minnesota rended to read

i of the @ - upward who 1 been a citizen

2 of the United States for three months and who has resided in this ste x (6) months next pre

ceding any election shall be entitled to on in the election trict of which he
at the time has been a ident for thirty (30) d 1 officers elect by the people.




Article VII, See. 2 of of ¢ of Minnes is amended to read:

No person who has ted of treason or any felony, unless restored to eivil

2011 ianship, or who v be mpos mentis or insane, shall be
ed to vote g slection in this state.
itution of ti ; Minnes pertaining to
ture, ticle tion ¢ ni
ances, repe:
question s be submitted to the people of this state for their appr

1eral ele for r 1958 in the r P ed by law for the submission of

to the Con 1 . » votes thereon 2 unted, L I resnlt .

ballots used : L ed thereon the

n of the S of Minnesota be ed by rep ng obsolete provisions
contained in Article IV, Sections 23 and 26 and in Article VII, Sections 1, 2 and 8, pertain-
United States Senators

anchise of persons ian blood s0 as to treat them the

ters relating to quali p for voting: and pertaining to the

en in certain instance:
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IEFINGS April 1957

Oirele Pines, 4/17/57, LEGISLATION

Suggested by president that we immediately con=

tact members of the state lagislative subcommittes
uct ald to support
pohodl districtes.1TTTD

sotivity good.

n Reapportiomment ,







LEAGUE OF WOME‘\J VO TERS OF r~1IN\IESA A
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NEW ADDRESS: Washington and 15th Ave., 5.E.
Minneapelis 1L, Minnesota

May 23, 1956
Dear Legilslator:
Governor Freeman has declared May 25 Minnesota Constitution Day.

Just 100 years ago Territorial Governor Gorman signed into law a bill
to call a Constitutional Convention, This is the only Convention we have
ever had in Minnesota,

Thess first framers of our government provided that the people of
Minnesota should have the powsr through their legislaturs to call a Cone=
stitutional Convention whenaver they felt the need., One hundred years
later, thers is that need.

The tremondous growth in government services and in population has
resulted in the state government becoming one of the largest spending
operations in the state., We feel it is time for us to exsmine our funda-
mental instrument of government with the idea that a simpls, flexible and
timeless constitution might be the answer to meeting more adequately the
present needs of the people,

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota is therefore working for re-
vision of cur state constitution through the convention method,

In recognition of Minnesota Constitution Day, we are sending you a
emall "Price Tag" which we are distributing all over the state to sell the
people on the idea that they deserve a better conetitution, These tags
also have state-wide coverage through the media of radio, television pro-
grams and newspaper releases,

From time to time we will send you further material that you might
find useful in promoting the convention method of constitutional revision
in your district,

We hope you will wear your "Price Tag" on Constitution Day, and help pub-
licige the need for community understanding of our basic law.

Sincerely,
CYa
lirs, Basil Young
President

r\p ¥ fyx.‘--r’-’fff’u-’

Mrs. Donald Guthrie
Legielative Chairman







FEB 27 195

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
University of Minnesota, 15th & Washington Ave. S, E. Irmediste Release
%’meapolis 1, Minnescta

Constitution Contest Sponsored for Students

Minnesota high school students from grades 9 to 12 inclusive are eligible to
enter an essay contest on "Our Minnesota Conetitutlon" sponsored by the League of
Women Voters of Minnesota to encourage young pecple to acquaint themselves with the
stata constitution. Superintendents of public, private and parcchial schools have
been sent information on the contest, which begins March 19 and closes at noon April 30.

A1l four prize winners will receive an expense-paid conducted visit to the 1957
Minnesota Legislature, In addition, the first prize winner will be awarded a 30-
volume set of Encyclopedia Americana, 1955 edition, and the second prize winner will
be given a $25 Oxford dictiomary,

Judges are Mra, Malcolm Hargraves of Rochester, past president of the state
'gue and a former national League director; Ralph W. Keller of Minneapclis, manager
of the Mirmesota Editorial Asscciationy and Leroy E. Matson of Minneapolis, assoclate
Jjustice of the Supreme Court of Minnesota. All three have testified on the need for
constitutional revision et various legislative hearings.

Ligts of suggested topics, bibliography and complete rules may be obtained from
local and county school superintendents! offices, local Leagues of Women Voters or the
League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 15th and Washington Averue 3.E., Minneapolis 1L,

Minnesota.
A S EE RSSO

To the Editors The following is suitsble for a filler:
The State You're In - Which Is the Constitution?

Anyene who delves into the history of Minnesota's only ccnstitutionsl convention
in 1857 scon stumbles on a real puzzler - which of two constitutions is the real one?
The convention was split in two by bitter partisan strife, with the result that a
cgaference committes of 10 men wrote the state constitution in 10 days, driven by
h¥¥te so that Minnesota might achieve statehood. Because Republicans and Democrate
would not even sign the same document, two copies had to be made, There were 300
differences in the two versions. WNo one todsy knows which is the correct, original
constitution of Minnesotal

S S RS ENE RS S




I JOTERS OF MINMESOTA
University of Minnesota TSMo, 15th Washington Ave. S.E,, Minnespalis 1L, Minnescta
FEderal 8-8791 Februsry, 19%6

”’“U{ MINNESOTA CONSTITUTION®

2 League of Women Voters of Minnescta is sponmsoring an ESSAY CONTEST in ord
students at the high school level to acquaint themselvez with the I
2 _a.AI..;N.

i - 30 VOLUME BET of ENCYCLOPEDIA AV
i new 1955 edition,

D | .
Books Committes, American Libr ary Assooci-
) G ation, Used by: United States Covermment
(4 Agenoies, Leading Universitles, Scheols

Libraries, and Industrisliste throughout
America,

(2!\1[‘. i L ANDuusssessA DAY AT THE IECISLATURE

P R‘ Z_E LA §25 OXFORD DICTTONARY
o1 IJ
L END........A DAY AT THE IEQISLATURE

3|—\»{—DJ TH : } h DAY A e : : nally con=
ane Pt{lz EE} 4 A4 ¥ 7 ?anta legis-

SUGGES
Should There Be a Conventicn to FE\'.’. sotal s Constitution?
ng for or against revision, quggas.e_] ods of revision, Advantages of the
ment process end of the convention process. Experience in other states, The
1t of the people to decide the r.'.at.hoﬁ.

) Wnat were the peculiar circumstances of the convention?
ny present-day preblems stem from thie haste and confusion?

Minnesota!s Constitution Compares with the Federal Constitution.
’8 the Lo CONBUALULIONS a8 to 1ength of time in Wriling, ratilying and discussing
the provieions, How do the documents compare in length, clarity, frequency of amend-
ments and practical enforcement?

L. Amending the Minnesota Constitution.
History cf and changee in emending process. Number and subjects of smendments, What
does an emendment cost? Is extensive revision by amendment practical?

5. The Changes I would make in the State Constitution.
If a constitutional convention wers called and you were s delegate, what revisicns
would you suggest? Why?

Suggested Bitlie hy: Report of Constitutional Commission of Minnesota, 1947; Consti-
tuvion of Minnesota, Legislative Manual (aveilable from your legislator); A History of
the Comstitution o.f‘ Minnesots, Anderson and Lobb, University of Minnesota Press, 1921 —-
agk at your library for thess. A4 25 of 'eague Material - avallable from your
local League, or LWV of Minnesota, & above
T T O
CONTEST RULES
The contest opens March 19 and will close ﬁf. 12 noon April 30. &All papers must be
*r'e office of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota (address above) by the closing
order to be considered or judged for the awards.
y Minnesota high schocl students (grade 9 to 12 inclusive) will be eligibla to
g ontest.
pleted essay is not to exceed 1,500 words. Use one side of the paper, writa
7y or L1f possible, typewrite with double spacing.
full nems of the contestant, grade, age, address, telerhone number, name of
school, county, city or towm must be written on upper left hand cormer of each pope.
Ho papers will be returned and the decision of the Judges will be final,

e MINNESOTA'S FUTURE IS IN YOUR HANDS




Memol To Mrs. + Mra.Springborg, Miss Gerling & Mrs. Goergen, Mrs. Outhrie
Nrs. Huston & Office

Fromt State Office, 0. Wilson

Ret BSSAY WINNERS (on Constitutional Cemvention) WEO WILL SPRAK AT LNGISLATURE

det F rige - Mise Patricia Oraf, of Lismore JIAM/fdMdd) Nimmesota, a town of
317 people, in Nobles County, District 11, about 20 miles from
Worthington, Mimnesota] daughter of Mr. & Mrs, Melvin Lismors.

Was student at 5. Anthomy High Sohool, and 17 years old when won,
eraduated last June,
How working in Worthington, as bookkeeper, at Farmers Slevator, likes
it, hopes to continne there, staying at home of C.Hollem, 1310 7 Ave.
dorthington

Hobbies - bowling, dancing.
Why entered contest? Sister at iuehaﬂ sncomraged her to,.

Enjoyed the Enoyelopoedis prise, it is at her home in Lismors.

. Znd Frize = MNies Judith Keltgem, of St. Petér, Minnesota, lving on a famm,

nov v Senlor at Oood Counsel Academy in Mankate, was 16 when emtered
last Hay, daughter of Mr. and Mre, Leo Keljjgen.

Bhe hopes to go to college next year, perhaps at Mankato State
Teachers College. J & B Club activities.

Last summr worked on farm at howe, and did income tax work for
her undle who is a farmer, alse.

1s School Ce=editor of paper, the "Beho! Liker journslism and other
writing. G5he was so busy at her school extracurricular mctivities,
for the paper ete., that she didn't have as much time as she needed
to write essay, so waa surprisced and pleased %o win,

5he is getting help from her school speech teacher, so that she gan
read well to the lezislators.

She has 4 sisters, 1 a num, 1 married with family, 1 college student,
1 in grade schesl.

She drives 8 or 9 miles to Yjff school each day.

Enjoyed the distéomary prise, and exedted,a bit scared about trip
to legislature,

Both gtle will arrive in Mpls. by bps 10125 P.M.,Wednesday, Jun. 30, their (1%
hospltality in charge of Mre. Geo. E. Springborg, of Hoseville LWV, will viedt
Senate and House and Committees and meet own leglslators, and lunch in Capitel,
then tape an interview with EUOM at 4 P.M., after their wisit, on Jun. 3, 1957




LEAGUE OF VTJMLN VOTEQ OF

NEW ADDRESS: 15th and Washington Ave,., 5.,E., linneapclis 1L, Minnescta
FEderal B-8791

June 1, 1956

The board of directors of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota
wishes to thank you most sincersly for your efforte in bringing to the
attention of your students our recent essay conteat on subjects relating
to the present Minnesota Constitution. We realize that such a contest
would not be successful without the interest and encouragement of the
gchool faculty and officials.

We know it will be of interest to you to know that prizes are
being presented to the following studenta:

1. Patricia Oraf, St., Anthony High School, Nobles vounty,
Lismore, dnnesnta

Judith Keltgen, RR # 1, St. Peter, Minnesota
Our Lady of Good uoL.nssl Academy, Blue Earth \,Durt,y,
) ,a.nkatc, Minnesota
ALy s Xt
'-’a‘:rin.ia Ann Skildum, J..119 lenarden Road, St, Paul 13, ~
Minnesota
Mounds View High Scheool, New Brighten, Minnescta

Mary Ann Jordan, 2252 Folwell Street, St., Paul, Minnesota
Alexander Remsey High School, Ramssy County

Again, may we exprees our apprecistion for your cocperation,

Sincerely,

Mre, Basil Young
Fresident







January 24, 1987

The Homorable A, Il Johnson
of Represantatives

Stats Capitol

8¢, Paul 1, Mimnasota

Dear Hr, Speaker:

of Minnesota for high school stuienta laat sprins:

1st priszel Patricie Oraf, of Lismors, stulent at S5t, Anthony

High School, Lismors, Nobles County

udith Kellgen of 3t, Pater, student at Good Counsel
Acadgny, Manknto

Patricia Ann Sicildum of Arden Hille, student at
Mounds View High School, New Brighton
Rempey County

Mary Ann Jordan, of Falcon Heighie, stodent at
Aloxander Hampsy Figa School in
Hoseville, damsey County,

Yo Are v - G lepe in iine with permission you have previously

granted ¢

Mien Patricin Graf, fl: winnar, will read her easay before the
N v

Senate shortly after 1t convenss at 10 AN,, January 3Jlet,

wi r, will read her essay hefors
‘ter it convenes at 2 P.M,.,

winners will sccompany them on their vieit
o visit to the Legislature is part
ard to all the Essey Contest winnars,

Sinperaly,

Mra. Domald Cuthrie
Legislative Chairman




The Honorable Archie Miller
Hinrssota Sannte

Gtate Onpitol

8%, Peul 1, Kinnesota

Denr Senator Miller:

Here are the nemes of the winnors of the Stato ssny Conteat on Conatitutional
revision, conducted by the Lenguo of Women Voters of Himwesota last spring:

lat prize: Mias P etricin Graf of ldsmore, Mimnesota, student st 5%, Anthony
High School, Lismore, in Nobles Oounty,

#nd prize: Mise Judith Keltgen of 58, P oter, Mimnesota, student at Good
Gounsel Acadesy, Hanknato,

rd prizes Miss Hatylcin Ann Skildum of Ardsn Eills, student at Homds Tiew
Righ & ol, New Brighton, lnmsey County.

4th orise: MNiss Mary Ann Jordan, of Robovilie: e, stulint at Alexander

ey High fchiool in Hoseville, Ransay County.

T owr Blans in line wit eridlsalon w= have previously granted to ua,
0 U, Yived nrize winnor, will resd her essay befors the Senate
or 4% convenes a% 10 A.M., Jamuwoy Slst,

Hiss Julith Nelbgen, second prize winner, will read her essny before the House
of Aepresentatives shortly after 4% convenes at 2 7. + s donunry 3lst,

4 and Yourth prise winners will mccompany them on thelr visis to the
ra that duoy, This Wisit %o the Leglelature 1s pars of the award to
msay Contost winners,

8 incerely,

tra, Doneld Outhrie,
Lagivintive Chairann




Janunry 24,

Stnte Wesany Conteat cn
Lesgzus of W omen Vobers

1st prizet liss Patricia Geef, of e, ntudent at 9%, Anthor
High Schaol, Tismore, Nohles Cownty
d prige: MHiss Jud ». . P ater, student at Good
Aoademy, Mankate
3l prize: Miss Petricis Ann Hkil of Arden Hills, student at
1a View High Sghool, New Brighton
Romsay Oounty
n, of Paleon Heipghts, student at
Alexmnder Ramsay High School, in
Anomeville, oy County.

Ta ars maldng our plans in 1ine with permission yrm have rravionely
nted to us.

Mise [ cin Oraf, first g winner, wi rand hayr sasay bafore
the Sennte shortly after i% ryeman &Y 10 A M,, Jenuary Blss,

Miss Juiith Eeltgen, seccnd pri » T, v aungny bafors
the House of Lepre s shortly nfte , convenes nt 2 P.M,
January Ilat,

The thir and four nrine winners will acoompany them on their wvislt

to the Legislature that dey. This visit to the Leginlaturs is pert
of the award %o all the Essay Gantest winners,

Sincerely,

Mrs, Donmld Outhrie
Legislntive Chalirman




January 28, 1957

Mre. Donald Guthrie

Legislative Chairman

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
15th and Washington Ave. 5.X.
Minneapolis 14, Hinnesota

Denr Mrs, Guthrie:

I have your letter of Jammary 24, 1957, advising among ot
that Miss Patricia Graf of Lismore is the first prize winner of the
essay contest on Constitutional Revision conducted by your League,
and will read her essay shortly after the Senate convenes on Thursday,
January lst.

I have referred your matter to the Committee on Rules and Legislative
Expence, and after consideration th have instructed me to advise
you that the long standing rule of the Senate is that no persons other
than a Senator may address the Senate while in Session.

Many requects of this kind are received and unless a positive rule is
adopted and adhered to the Senate Chamber would be turned into a publie
debating forum.

you know, properly accredited representatives of the League of Women
Vote will be given an cpportunity to express the views of the League
before the Committee which will consider legislation relating to
Constitutional Revision.
Cecasionally the Senate has recessed to hear distinguished visitors
address them on non-controversial subjecte. If you wish, I shall be
glad to diecuss this matter with you further at any time.

I am

Very respectfully yours,

Thoa, P, Welch, Acting Chairman
Committee on Eules and Legislative Fxpense
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MlNl\ESOTA
15th and Washington Avenue S.E. Minneapolis |
Federal 8-8791

October 15, 1956

Dear Minnescta Citizen:

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota is launching
a fall campaig ud 1t opinion for the ecalling of
a constitutional conveation, We just published three
publications to use as tools to g citizen understanding
of our program., Since you are one e ially interested in
Mirmesota government, we | ! E e publications
available to

Well, What D'ya Enow.. 1] as A CONSTITUTION!
;‘ﬂ.s is a nc;.,u ar ty ‘booklet--professionally written
strated, plan to distribu widely
.ﬂ state to acquaint all Minnesotans with the
sr constitutional revision. A copy 1s enclosed.

This is an 83 page research work on Constitutional
ion, It contains chapters on the making of Minnescta's
nstitution, and the ways of improving it. Additional
\.hapterr are on The Executive, The Legislature, The Judiclary,
Finance and Home-Rule.
You may have a copy by returning the enclosed card,

Legislative Program
This publication explains the program of the League
of Women Voters for the 1957 legislative session.

We are hopeful that the information in these public-
ations will be of value to you in your work for & responsible
and responsive government for Minnesota citizens.

, President
League 1 Women Voters of Minnescta






















February

L] ;,'Uu the apprecistion of the leagus of Women
r st Honday in behalf of the constitutional
corvention bill. The La,ct t}.m you are a practising fi ar and bave for
80 1on; bmr o zr;c_nt,:u .-‘tu an 013 cor wervative famm ,‘uir.atim\ ‘.:ul

aber 'urm ht uut tr\n Im:t that tm Grange in tha olumt
farm organization in Minnesota and the natdon. Malke the facts of its sge
and organigation a part of your introductory remaria when you next
appear before a committoe,

We hope, of course, that will bo when the Semate Judiciary Committee

schodules a hearing for ti roponants of the convention bill, Thias

Comittes meots on Tucsday and Thuredsy at nine o'clock. We will inf
you of the date as soon as we know.

ours,

Kre. Nalcolm H
Constitutional




11lime inderson

Dear Frofessor Anderacmi

I want to express to you the appreciatiom of %
Votars for your testimony on Monday in bohalf of ¢
convention bill., Ic & OO ion of knowledge, ex

stodnoss, which eve g 1 tea oan

e conotit

wopa £l
y Committ

vention bill in 1955 and the smne
the same Wlewpoint, unlesa autl L
ane repeat the story about you and Fre

to rewrite the Constitutionj it was delightful.)

ridays at

nte for the bill
e do.

Committee moets on
ot ve do i

Sinecerely yours,

Hra. |
Chairman
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Fresident




4334 Come /venue
Bt, ®sul 8, Minn.
August &, 1956

Mre. Moleolm Hargrsves
716 E£.¥. Fourth S%.
Rochester, Minnesota

Lesur Mre. Hargr:ves:

Your becoming our new stute lesder for constitutionsl revision
on the state besrd of our L. of ¥. V. mukes me very heppy, end
I think we «re so fortunste to huve Your leadership.

At the request of our Bt. reul Lengue's gomeditee ehdirmen for
“Etate Item" (Mrs. Lonnie /dkins), I wes trying to dig up
etrguments sgainst constitutionsl ceonventions , so I studied
esrefully the letter from Mike Gulven to the etete senators
which he guve them shortly before B. ¥. 25 wes te reich the
senate floor. Mr. Galven cites &8 horrible ex: mplee the
revieions sceomplished im other ste tes, numely Missouri, New
Jersey,end New York., I believe ir. G lven is misinforming
Our senstors snd thet he is elenting the faete to the point of
untruthfulnees, but I haven't the faots to prove it,

Yerhops what I em sbout teo Buggest hes olresdy been done, or
perhips the informstion is elrerdy availeble., If net, we mey

be sble to obtein it in time to use it this yeer. 1 am sure
Mr, Galvin will be us setive ts ever snd #ing the same tunes
over,

This is my suggestion: write the str-te lergues of those three
states and uek them some questions. I submit few and I hope
others cin improve on them or substitute better ones ir Mou
thdnk this idess hos sny merit.

Did you have &= Comstit@tionsl Convention? If not, pleree
explsdn how you did seeomplish wevision.

How long did it lesty

¥he were delegutes? Your legisletor®? How peleeted?

How gontly wes the convention’

Wus the finished product submitted to the people end whet
EEjority wis required snd how 1 rge & vote did it get?

¥het type of opposition did you fuce?

Fnat groupe beeked the drive for r gonvention »nd how mony

years €id it toke to get results? (¥r. Oslven meke » & stetement
thet the Hugue rnd TPendergiot miehines were suceessful in
guttlng}nver constitutionsl revision in Missouri rnd New
Jersey.

Heve the new conmstitutions needed smendments snd how serious
were the needs for smendmentty (Mr. O lven stetes that
New York hud to rmend over 50 times snd Missouri 5 tices.)

Did the new constitutions tend to coneentrate mors power in

the governor's hends,snd if so w 8 thet goood or bud?




Were the ehi nges very drustie or wes it mostly & motter of
stresmlining 'nd bringing beeie lew inte sccord with

sotucl prectice?

Have the courts found grect diffieulty in the loss of precedents
through the changes and great difficulty in interpretation
of the new titution? (Mr. Gelven suys he believes this
is o X )

bid you prvicuwly have preferentisl tex trestment snd were
sueh preferenticl tuxes nvoided? (Mr. Gaiven defends the
preieventisl toxes for our reilreads me good ond says that
the Const. Comm. of 1947 recommended preferentisrl tuxes for
teconite).

Do your have "trust funds® or whet in genersl is the provision
for finences in your constitutiom

Were polls tcken in sdvsnce to ask people if they wented
chenges in their eonstitution? If so, were they of mueh
volue?

Te you satiefied thit your new eonstitution &8 »n improvement
ever whst you had¥ (Mr. Galven: “"never ny rdvocates
peint oup thet eny new gomstitaticns recen ¥ rdopted are
better than the ones t} lready had.")

Mr. Gslven's letter is in possesalion f the state lengue cond You
mey bove it alresdy. Ehe le kue received it from Eenctor Normen
Hanson of Croamell , Xina.

@erhope we will see you st the Bi:teFuirs

Sincerely,




le ion '

L Gelleve

1ley,







Jackson, Minnesota
December 11, 1956

Dear Mrs. Young:

December 18 at our regular League meeting we will be
entertaining Senator Walter Franz and Representative George
Olson and their wivesa,

We are ueing thie evening to dlscuse the state League
program and are using the film "A Very Humorous Story".

I would like the following information before this meeting:
1. Who will be lobbying for the League this year?
2, Do we pay our women who lobby?
3. Just what procedure do these women use in lobbying
other than teatlfying for the League at public

heering on bills? (Do we make a practice of
taking leglslatore out for banquet meale etc,?)

I thought perhape thie information on League lobbying will
give us a better plecture of how the League worke when the
legislature is in session.

Youras truly,
Mra, Donald W. Doll
Pres, Jackson LWV
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