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League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 15th & Washington 5.E., Minneapolis 1.
November 1958 112

LEGISLATIVE CBSERVERS

This year we are initiating a new program - that of Legislative Cbservers.
Any League is invited to take an active part in this program, but we are not
specifically asking Leagues beyond the suburban areas of the Twin Cities to
perticipate because we know that the expense and bad weather would probably
make this impossible.

We have felt for a long time the need for a training program for future
lobbyists., Many more women would help out at the Legislature if they could go
as observers rather than lobbyists, and this experience would be valuabls to the
potential lobbyists because it would familiarize them with the ins and cuts of
lawmaking and lawmakers.

Naturally local Leagues must carry the burden of persuading their particular
legislators but in areas where we have no lLeagues, this burden falls on state
Leagus lobbyists who are few (about twenty) in number but experts in their fields,
To train lobbyists for future sessions we are setting up a new group, the
Legislative Observers.

How will it work? Each League in the five counties (Ramsey, Hennepin, Anocka,
Washingbon and Dakota) should contribute four cbservers. Each observer will be
assigned to a committee in the Legislature when we have a "3chool for Observers,"
probably the second week in January. At "school" the cuserver will be told about
the different committees, when they meet, etc. Each cbserver can then indicate
her committee preference and details on her assignment will be mailed to her later,

Here is an opportunity to try out scme of your resource and board members who
are interested in legislative procedure, We hope that no cbserver will be required
to spend more than 15 hours during the ssssion.

We would like to have the names, addresses and telephone numbers of your
cbservers by December 10th, if possible. We also hope that you will let us knew
what you think of this plan and what additional data you feel you will need in
order to provide these cbservers. Ws need to know the approximate mmber of
pecple who are interested in being cbservers in crder to arrangs for a large
encugh room and encugh supplies of material.

Please return to state office by December 10th.

LEGISLATIVE OBSERVERS
lame Address Telepheone
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Mrs. Mansell Fiper
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Winch













April 17, 1959

anetesn

Dear Mr. Wangenateen,
h for being wo genarol
Observers

Bi1l were most intere




pedl 17, 1

Mre. Joseph Bright

tiva Ubserve

ngibdlities as revisor of

antis
Legislative Chairmmnd




April 17, 1959

Represantative FPeter Popovial

State Capitol

8t. Faul 1, Minnesota

Dear Mr. Fopovich,

I want to thank you for being so generous with your time, in epealing
to group of Legislative Cbeervers on Ap

¥ have [

svent a good deal of time Tort

Sincerely,

Mra. Hoper Mantis

|
Legislative Chairman




April 17, 1959







State of Nlinmesota

SENA







Legislati
time whe
e Obaax-






















Thy t‘."l‘\‘; l:sﬂd*_-‘%hill "‘.f'\" f
; o ! A 5
f4H  Mommeasta s Fils
%‘\" Kb\h‘\-"-&.] Winn

Mo ey st
2 %\0  OvadlpeX Bk
NH\no ‘-‘-'\“'\‘\\CN\ \\\‘\\'\W\



















requirements,

ional amendmer

1t &
enforcemer oo8d

INre .

nts B8f respporti

& 14
















.The Covering lLetter to the Candidate would bes

LE OF WEMEN VOTERS OF MIF Ta
JOCRAT IOSMFARMER=-LABOR PARTY OF MINNESOTA REPUBLICAN PARTY OF MINNESOTA
July 22, 1958

Dear Candidate for the Legislature,

There are thres basic reforms needed in Minnescta government in the opinion of the two
political purties and the League of Women Voters of Mimngeota — constitutional cenvemtion,
legiolative respportiomment and party designation for lagislators. Because wo feel that
eitiszens of Mimmesota are interested in these measures, we are sending a questiomnaire

%o 2ll candidates far the legislature, asking their stands on these three qwstions.

On receiving the answers we will inform the major nowspapers in osch legislative district
90 that thay may print this information.

We will consider it a real service to good government if you as a candidate for the legis-
lature will answer the enclosed gquestionnaire, send one copy to us in the enclosed returm
envelope by Augmt lat, and keep the other copy for your own fileas.

. Officer IFL Party
s Officer Republican Party
Anderson, Presideat LWV of Mimnesota




ES0TA

ReLABOR F & HIN A IEFUBLICAN PAR

1958 LECISLATIVE QA

E3Sessvnnsnnnns

Bduoation

B« Occupation
Ce What partiouldar training and experience have you had that would qualify you
for this office?

D 0N IS9yss

CARUIDATED

flease indiocate whether you faver, oppose, or mre wndecided on the following
items., Flease use empiy space for additicmal comments.
Favor Oprose Undecided

A Bonstitutional Convention
Legislative Reapportiomment

Farty Desi, n for Isgislators

liote to Bipartisan Committeer The questiomnsire will be spread out, om two sides
of one piese of papers If it is decided to climinate Biographical Informatioa ,
it will take just 1 wide of & pigoe of papr.
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OF S5T. PAUL
March 18, 1959

Welcome and in ¥ i Mrs. C. John Berg
Mrs, Howard Mayne

Legislative Chairman
10:00 Status of "Leajue" Bills

omer Mantis - State Legislative Chairman
enneth Green - State Board Member

How a Lobbyist Lobbies - Mrs, Mantis
at an Observer Cbserves - Mrs. Tulagin
What happens on a "Call for Action" - Mrs. Bare
of the Capitol, starting from the rotunda
Vieit the Semate in session, or comittees

Lunch - High uilding Cafeteria
Luncheon Sp tate Treasurer, Val Bjornson

House Sessicn begins

(We are requested not to leave anything in the Weyerhauser Room)
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League of Women Voters of Austin

Austin, Minnesota

14 February 1959

Mrs. Homsr Mantis, State Legislative Chairman
2352 Buford Avenue
3t. Paul 8, Minnesota

Dear Mra. Mantis,

The Austin League will have two represantatives at ths
Legislative Day on February 18th. Thay will be Mra.Robert
Jacobson and myself. We, or at lsast I, would be hapry

to reaffim the League8s position on reapportionmment by our
presence. If any speaking other than yas or no is required
however, I'm afrald I would be of no halp at all. I'll
leave it to your discretion whethar you would like one or
both of us to attsnd the committees mesting.

Sincerely,

Marian B. Robinson

(Mrs. R. W. Robinson, Pres)
League of Women Voters

of Austin
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A FOR AN ACT_PROPOSTNC A
CONVENTION TO REVISE THAE
CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF
MINNESOTA; PROVIDING FOR A
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A1st District i
| Sb. Paul 17, Misn,
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St Paul 2nd Ward i
.31. Paul 3rd Ward =
White Baar City E R
North St. Paul
a5 5 from the desk of SENATOR LESLIE E. WESTIN
Litls Canada 15 g

Morth Oaks
VOLUME IIT NO. 13 Week of Juna 11,1959

REAPFORTIONMENT A REALITY ] For the first time in 46 years the Legislature has pass-
ed a bill to redistrict its Legislative Districts, Never have I been prouder of
legislative accomplishment or experienced a more satisfying reward for the 3 legis-
lative sessions that I have battled for reapportionment, I was the #2 author in the
Senate of the reapportionment bill that mskes history. Readers of my Newslettter re-
call early in this session I set this measure ms the most important piece of legis-
lation for this session. Our 41lst District will be cut in half for the '62 electicn
and the 163 legislative session. Minnehaha Ave, will become the scuthern boundary
line with the district line then running north on Johnson Plaiy to present City
Limits, The entire Village of Maplewped, including the one mils strip will continue
in the district., The Dist. number will bs changed to the 48th dist, The portion of
the dist. south of Minnehaha and west of Wheelock will be added to the dist. now
served by Senator Harold Schultz, An entire new Senatorial dist, will be created
from the south half of the present /2nd dist. with 2 additional Rep. distriets add-
ed to Ramsey County glving us a total of 7 Semators and 14 Representatives.The new
48th Senate dist, will have 2 representatives one for the portion of the dist. in
rural Ramsey and the other for the portion of the dist, in the City of St.Paul, Rep,
William Shovell, who has done an outstanding job as Chairmen of the House Appropria-
tion Committee will no longer be in the same district with me but will be in the
dist, with Senator Schultz, To those who are not familiar with the legislative
process and the complete rural domination of the leglslature they may wonder why
this has not been accomplished in 46 years when the constitution says it must be
done every 10 years., We in the metropolitan areas did not win complete proportion-
ate representation with this blll tut we made substantial progress md the metropol-
itan area will have 35 % of the Senate and a bit over A0% of the House, Along with
passage of this reapportiomment bill, but not in anyway tied to it, the Legislature
passed a proposed Copstitutiopal Amendment that you will vote on in Nov, of 160,
This proposes to put the House on population and freeze the Senate to 1ts '62 area.
I opposed passage of this Amendment and I will dlscuss this at the 160 election,

I could write a book about the maneuverings that went on to get the reapportlonment
bill passed. You may recall that my Ramsey Legislative Sub=Committee studied the
Ramsey County situation and adopted the plan for the redistricting of all of the
Ramsey County districts. Well, in spite of the straight boundary lines we drew in
the last minute a coupls of silly gerrymondering switches had to be compromised to
take care of certain legislators pet areas or friends, However, as & whole while it
ias far from perfect it is a great victory for the metropolitan areas with 5 addit-
ional Senate seats and 10 more Representatives, I am proud to have played a part in
this victory.

D,8,.T. CONFUSION ENDS with the passage this weck of my Statewide DST bill, not
everyone may like the compromise dates of the 4th Sunday in Mey to the day follow-
ing Labor Day and while I eompletely concur with these who would have liked to have
started the 4th Sunday of April I can honestly tell you it just wasn't possible,
One may not like things the way they are but one has to work within the framework
that exists, The rural dominated legislature reluctantly compromised po DST for 3
months DST, In conference the Senates position prevailed end the House receded from
its referendum on DST. There is no provision in our States' constitution for sub-
mitting a referendum so this would have been declared unconstitutional. As long as
the majority of the people are not represented by a majority of the Legislators a
referendum would only confuse the issue again in the 16l session,

THE WITHHOLDING TAX ISSUE still remains the key to ending this special session.
















League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 15th & Washington 5.E., ““nneapolis 1/
March 5, 1959

>

TIME FOR ACTION UN KEAPPORTIONIAENT

The League supported amendment on reapperticnment commonly known as the County
Representation Flan has been made a committee bill, re-numbered from H.F. 30 &
40 to H,F. 947, and is scon to be up for debate on the floor of the Houss --
probably Monday, March 9th. Will you contact your representative this weekend
and ask for his support. Enclosed is some explanatory material on the bill which
you may want to use in talking to him.

This Time for Action is going only to Local League Presidents.




e W
=t e

State of Minnesota

ATE

March 20, 1959

Myers
cester Avenue
Minnesote

Th nk you for your le tter of March 16th
3 i to Senate 61l

ideration.
iree bills now pendin
-"l'*"' e\“eu aqu it#'le and

again for your lette
help you in any way kindly
write me &t any time.

With warmest personal regards,

Sincerely,

B, F
Senator S8th
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State of Mlinnesota

SENATE

« D. H, Myers
306 Leicester Avenue
Duluth 3, Minnesota

I bellieve your n 1s fully aware of my views on
the reapporti lation now bef 0"9 ..5, because I
was interested in l:h's problem

have :n & member of the reappo r-ti 2 ee

long. I learned many years ago thet the rural bloc¥ ».culd
not support reapporticonment on a populat basis only, and
I am not one to bump my head against & concrete wall,

Therefore, f‘ee}].n.r_ the v'uv-a'l bloe ‘d had a ':)O"I reﬂﬂon for
thelr objection,

After meny years of nc support t y suggestion, I now find
that "area" is a popular item in our thinking. Your organ-
ization has joined in this idea,

I have stated publicly many times that I would not vote for
any reapportionment bill that used "area" as part of the
formula until such & as the constituticn would permit it,
because I do not propose to vote for any bill that viclates
the constitution,

All reap ac,“tiorrrert bills have been referred to the sub-
committee an chalrman hes asked me to serve on that

senting northern Minnesota., I have agreed to
serve rag fa"rl'lnas of the fact thet I am over worked with some
fourteen leglslative c 1ttee problems. I shall support
the Bergerud bill because it seems to me respportionment has
been worked out quite fairly without considering "area" as

e plan used in prepar the bill.
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VYOTERS OF MINMESOTA
15th and Washington Avenue S.E. Minneapolis 14, Minnesota

Federal 8-8771

April 1, 1959

Realizing that compromise was necessary, the League of Women
Voters of Minnesota gave its support to the Bergerud Bill in the
sessions of 1955 and 1957. On the basis of the 1950 census it was
a fair and workable compromise of the population provisicns of the

constitution.

Now becauss the Bergerud-Popovich Bill will not go into effect

until after the 1960 census figures are available, the population-
arsa balance aimed at previously will be further weighted in favor
of the now over-represented districts, Nevertheless the Leagus of
Women Voters is still willing to accept the Bergerud-Fopovich Bill
A8 introduced.

Laet week the bill was reported favorably out of committee
with the addition of four rural seats, This not only increases
the size of an already large House, but departs so far from the
present constitutional requirementa that it is no longer a fair

compromise, We urge that the bill be returned to its original form.




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
neapolis 14, A ota

15th and Washington Aw

Representatives Battles, Chilgren, Cina, Popovich

Mrs. 0. H. Andersen, Fresident, league of Women Voters of Minnescta

On April 2, some re: s were made on the floor of the House of
Representatives about the League of Women Voters of Minnescta and its
activities in connection with reapportionment of the Legislature.
These remarks were subsaquently reported in the press. HReference was
made to an "anonymous statement," released to members of the Legislature
and to the press on April 1.

This was not an anonymous statement. It was an official statement
from the League of Women Voters of Minnescta, on its own letterhead. It
was not a letter and therefore carried no signature, The statemsnt was
a recapitulation of a Leagus position of long standing -- that the League

supports the Bergerud-Popovich Bill as a fair and workable compromise of
the population provisions of the Constitution, and that it does not con-
done increasing the size of the Legislature. Lezgue representatives had
testified to this effect in a subcommitt

received permission to testify at the f

meeting on & 25, At this meeting,

prepared to testify but was not called

was amended in com 28 to add four ru The Executive Committee
of the League of Voters of Minnescta then met to censider the bill
as amended. It was decided to issue a public statement.

ment of April 1 was e to reaffirm a position of
P I

rtionment. Its purpose was neither to embarrass
t to restate a stand on sus -~ the

Copies to the press.










Senator Leslis E., Westin
Minnesota Building
Sts Paul, Minnesota

24th at 10:3C Our office
TSMe, on the cormer of 15th and Washington

& parking lot scross Washington Avenue from ouw

bullding.

losed are a few publications sbout cur program - the small
wet giving our program in brisf,

Sincerely yours,
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Larson, L.
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Hanson, R.
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Fitzgerald
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Rosenmeier
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Farish
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Times of Meeting
T 8:00, F 2:00

330 100

236 100, Th 8:00
300

331&29 Daily 3:00
232 M 9:00

205

306

109 Daily 8:30
305 Th 11:30
408

203
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ng?lCthﬂfE
Cities of the First Claas
Civil Administration
Commerce
Committee on Committees
Education
Elections & Reapportionment
Finance
Game & Fish
General Legislation
Judiciary
Labor
Liquor Control
Local Government
Public Demain
Public Highways
Public Welfare
Rules & Legislative Expense
Taxes
.ranspo-taticr

COMMITTEE
ﬁgricu.ture
Aircraft & Airways
Appropriaticns
Banking
Cities of the First & Second Class
Civil Administration
Claims
Commerca, ‘hnufauturing & Retail Trade
Commercial Transportation & .,cmu:i a'.ons
Cooperatives & Marketing
Dairy Products & Livestock
Drainages & 3o0il Conservation
Education
Elsctions
Employeas' Compensation
Engrossment & Enrollment
Forestry
Game & Fish
General Legislation
Health
Highways
Insurance
Judiciary
Labor
Law Enforcement & Crime Prevention
Motor Vehicles
Municipal Affairs
Penal Institutions
Public Domain
Public Institutions
Heappertionment
Rules
State & County Fairs
Taxes
Towns & Counties
Temperance & Ligquor Control
University
Veterana & Militarfy Affairs

Welfare

Erickson
Imm
Lofvegren
Keller
Welch

Root.

Child
George
Mitchell
Larson, N.
Wahlstrand
Iwach
Wright
Butler

Enestvedt
Wichterman
Shovell
MeGi11
Moaier
Luther
Skeate
OtDea
Podgorski
Bergeson
Hofstad
Frang
Reed
Otto
Prifrel
Conroy
LaBrosse
Basford
Hagland
Battles
Halsted
Day
Yotka
Murk

Wea
Popovich
Rutter
Munger
Wanvick
Volstad
Iverson
Cina
Adams
Wozniak
Tiemann
Tomezyk
Fugina
Berglund
Knudsen






















Legislative Commities
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN \-"OTER.‘: OF Ih.l\E‘iOTf\
15th and Washington Avenue SE. N
Fedesal 8-8791

September 12, 1957

par Legislator:

The 1957 Legislative Heport of 2 League of Women Voters
is available to you upon request. This report contains an
analysis of the legislative progress of the four items that
were supported by the Leag ring the last sessioni

Conatitutional Convention

Party Deaignation for Legisla
Reapportionment

Fair Employment Practices Commission

We hope this informative report will be of value to you.
If you would like & copy, please fill out and return the
enclosed card.

The delegates at the last State Convention of the League
of Women Voters of Mimmesota voted to continue to work and
p above items and the convention body also voted
unanimously to study the Minnesota Election laws. Material
on this subject will be ready next spring.

erson, ocur new president, and the state

portunity to say that we will make every
effort to keep you informed about the League's program during
the next two years.

Mrs. 0. H. And
President

amcercly'_,_,_m_ 8y
h.q,)_suu% Ol D e

Mr s » Homer 8
Legislat .\}a Chairman
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League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 15th & Washington S.E., Minnsapclis 14, Minn,
January 1959 011359CC-2¢

THE DO'S AND DON'TS OF LOEBYING

Remember when you interview a legislator he commands respect as the representative
elected by majority of voters in his district,

Make an appointment before calling at a legislator's office or residence, so
that he will not feel that the visit is an intrusion. It is desirable that
you take ancther League member along for the interview.

Never overstay your time. Take your cus for leaving from your representative.
KNCW YOUR MEASURE THOROUGHLY and be able to ANSWER CPFOSITION to. it.

Let your representative talk and present his side fully. It is helpful to learn
his point of view.

Do not take notes during the interview, but if you expect to make a report f£ill
it in as soon as possible afterwards.

Please note and report any NEW ARGUMENTS AGAINST the measure presented during
the interview.

Don't be afraid to admit ignorance on spacial points. Say, "I will look that
up and let you know later," and be sure to do so.

Confine your cenversation as far as possible to the measures you are discussing,
and if mesasures come up which are not on the Leagus's support program, explain
that in the League we do not support or oppcse measures unless they have bean
studied thoroughly, that we try to do a few things well rather than a lot super-
ficially.

Remember that the League is strictly nonpartisan and that we as members are
interested in the public merits of the measurs.

Keep a sense of proportion and realize the subject in which you are so interssted
may not be important to the person you are interviewing, except as you are able
to make it so.

It will aid greatly in an interview if you know something of the legislator's
record, especially if he has voted on measures in which we are interested.

Leave the legislator with a friendly feeling, even though he turns you down.
Sgy you are sorry you can't agree and do not emphasize the difference of
opinien,




League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 15th & Washington 3.E., }\!in:':eapolis l..,.'\.'u‘".
January 1959 011259CCC-2¢

LEGISLATIVE ETIQUEITE

League Legislative Etigquette is determined by the fact that the League'!s contact
with public officials is a continuing contact with the purpose of building up a
permanent friendly relationship. Bear in mind that the State Legislature has a
majority of rural members - that a League member who is conservative in dress and
action (including smoking) is more effective than the opposite.

I. For attendance at committee meetings:

1. Use good judgment in attending committee meetings. Be natural and make
every effort to behave in & dignified manner.

2, Refrain from remarke and comments until after the meeting. The least a
visitor can do is not to add to the confusion. In smaller meetings it is
often possible for the members to guess the kind of thing that is being said.

Exchange, discuss, and share your experience with other Leagus members.
Congregate away from busy halls.,

Reserve judgment of any legislative body until after more than one visit.
A better understanding of methods of work is always obtained through
further study.

interviews with Legislatcrs:

It should be born in mind that there are at least three purposes to an
interview:

as To put the League on record in the hope of influencing the Legislator's
vote;

b. To obtain information;

¢. To make a friend for the League. Your interview may affect a later
vote on some othar measure even if it dces not have any apparent affact
upon the one under immediate considerzticn.

It is helpful to be familiar with previous contacts which the League has had
with the Legislator such as interviews, so that by referring to them };o\:. ara
certain the L.eﬁi‘alat.o‘ has a complete picture of the Leagus's work. The
state office of the League is glad to provide information on such contacts.

Plan your approach and the statement of tha rasasons for support o; the
measure under consideration before the i rview, but keep your ¢
flexible so that you can adapt it to the developments of the in

Be sure to express appreciation of any support which the Legislator has
given to League measures in the past.

Listen appreciatively to all jokes and stories.

Do not get into en argument. If there is no possible basis for agreement,
express appreciation of the opportunity of hea his point of view and
regret that his position is not in accord with the League's and retire as
gracefully as possible. Leave the way cpen to come back again.







Legislative District {RITING YOUR LEGISLATOR

write letters fo your representatives not

State Senator but to help them better represent you.

tly and know whether he is a Senator or a

its popular name. Your legislator has hun-

State Representative
ssion and cannot always take time to figure

teasons for your position, particularly if you
have specialized knowledge. He has to vote
iad little or no first hand experience. Some
s from facts presented in letters from per-

[king about.

I, Comstitutional Revision - support; irs are received by your legislator each day,

A, Call a reading as a brief statement.

B. Amendment providing for periodic
a1 sion to the pecple of the
question of calling a constit
ticnal convention;

Amendment providing fair
forceable apportionment of
legislature.

Evaluation of Minnescta electi
ocedurss; work for changes if

t issue is alive. If your legislator is a com-
ing your views while the bill is before him

ten your legislator has done something of
1 laws

needad, ther district except your own.

CONTINUING RESPONSIBILITI
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forkable amending process;
B, Clearly fixed executive
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segsion;

next election.

te on the same subject. Quality, not quan-

ONTT 3800 UOTeTAOJd JUSNEOIOJUT-6X eyl

-_—

YITh
Ts1Te7
Tt outad

0 8;®j088tTy

EFouTad ety oy
UoT308 sapqw
WeruIescd Jo ga
8T uoTIngIysuo;

IYNOILNLILSNDD

SeT eyy

Y ey 40 e
aeTep (z !

WITARYST
925

g g
arged

axod g

980 09 gMET 8
*MET TRjuemEpLNy sqp

INJANOD

- ¥8U Juermg
g jomy

****3noge Moy prnoys Jenfeer Liese jeyy

BS6T aeqogog

UUTH Jo sg0404 usmoy yo anfueq

eotuTy foge
'S waRurusey ¥ yicT *eqose




Dear League Member:

Nobody means guite so much to a legi

constituents. If their voices are many and persuasive -
and they are yours and your friends' voices — YOU may
turn the tide for the League.

The folders in this Lobby by Letter kit contain the
latest program material in capsule form. There is
also additional information for Lesgue members (on
matching fact sheets) to help in writing informed,
provocative letters to legislators.

Begin your lobbying now, before the sessicn starts.
Your legislator will have more time for that person-
to-person talk about League issues, and more time to
consider the League literature that you leave with
him. No lsgislator can be expected to "represent
you unless he knows how you feel and why. Your non-

League friends are his constituents toc. When you
think that & friend might be interested in an issue,
give him the advantage of your “inside information®

sc that he can write too.

Let's make 1959 the big year for LOBBYING BY LETTER.
Mrs. Homer Mantis
Legislative Chairman
League of Women Voters of Minnesota

F.3. Some correct salutaticns:

The Honorable John Doe Governor

¥S and DON'TS in WRITING YOUR LEGISLATOR

fAYS REMEMBER—Y ou write letters to Your representatives not
¢ ther to do what you want, but to help them better represent you.

mour legislator’s name correctly and know whether he is & Senator or a
ative.

3¢ the bill by number or by its popular name. Your legislator has hun-
ills before him during the session and cannot always take time to figure
ch one you are referring.

L& concise statement of the reasons for your position, particularly if you
{bout a field in which you have specialized knowledge. He has to vote
matters with which he has had lttle or no first hand experience. Some
£ valuable help he gets comes from facts presented in letters from per-
gally know what they are talking about.

pur letters short. Many letters are received by your Jegislator each day,
one may not get as prompt a reading as a brief statement.

wr letter to arrive while the issue is alive. If your legislator is a com-
aber, he will appreciate baving your views while the bill is before him

nd action.

stters of commendation when vour legislator has done something of
particularly approve.

e to a legislator from any other district except your own,

e letters that demand or insist he vote for or against a certain bill, or
1 you want him to vote for, but not why.
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Governor of Minnescta
5t. Faul, Minnesota

The Honorable Cerl Smith
Senate Chambers
S5t. Paul, Minnesota

The Honorable Paul Jones
House Chanbers
S5t. Paul, Minnescta

Sir:
Dear 5ir:
Dear Senator
My dear Senator :
Dear Sir:

Representative
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¢ a chain letter, form letter, or postcard.

me a chronic letter writer.

t a legislator more than once on the same subject. Quality, not quan-
counts.
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Dear Le:
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DO'S and DON'TS in WRITING YOUR LEGISLATOR

ALWAYS REMEMBER—Y ou write letters to your representatives not
to get them to do what you want, but to help them better represent you.

DO spell your legislator’s name correctly and know whether he is a Senator or a

Representative,

DO describe the bill by number or by its popular name. Your legislator has hun-
dreds of bills before him during the session and cannot always take time to figure
out to which one you are referring.

DO present a concise statement of the reasons for your position, particularly if you
are writing about a field in which you have specialized knowledge. He has to vote
on many matters with which he has had little or no first hand experience. Some
of the most valuable help he gets comes from facts presented in letters from per-
sons who really know what they are talking about.

DO make youor letters short. Many letters are received by your legislator each day,
and a long one may not get as prompt a reading as a briefl statement.

DO time your letter to arrive while the issue is alive. If your legislator is a com-
mittee member, he will appreciate having your views while the bill is before him

for study and action.

lation when your legislator has done

DO write letters of co
which you particularly approve.

DON'T write to a legislator from any other district except your own.

DON'T write letters that demand or insist he vote for or against a certain bill, or
that tell him you want him to vote for, but not why.

DON'T threaten him with defeat at the next election.
DON'T write a chain letter, form letter, or posteard.

DON'T become a chronic letter writer.

DON'T write a legislator more than once on the same subject. Quality, not quan-

tity, is what counts.
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HY MINNESOTA
NEEDS A

CONSTITUTIONAL
CONVENTION

WHY HAS MINNESOTA LAGGED BEHIND?

Constitutional conventions aren' new-fangled; they are the American way
of making the machinery of government responsive to the needs of the
times. Some 200 conventions have been hsld in L8 states since the first
one in Massachusetts in 1779.

When Minnescta's constitution was hastily written 100 years ago by 10 men
in 10 days so Minnesota could get into the Union, it was expected that im-
provemsnts and systemdtic review of the constitution would be needed. The
Bill of Rights declares our right to make changes in our government;another
section spells out the machinery for holding a constitutional convention.

MINNESOTA HAS NOT HAD AN ORDERLY REVIEW OF ITS CONSTITUTION IN 100 YEARS

WHAT NEEDS CHANGING?

Many changes are nesdsd. For instance, the Constitution says...

* the legislature may meet for only 90 days every two years, jyet it must raise
and spend over [EJEOONOOQYand deal with over 3,000 bills affecting Minnesota
citizens. 0

* reapport;onmﬂt, of legislative districts should take place every 10 years, yst
the legislaturs has successfully evaded this constitutional duty for 38 years.
# special funds, taking up 79% of the state's incoms, may not be used for gen-
eral purposes, making for an inefficient and rigid financial structure.
# the state debt should not exceed $250,000,yet it actually is over $1,000,000.

MINNESOTA'S COMSTITUTION IS RIDDLED WITH OBSOLETE, BY-PASSED,
RESTRICTIVE PROVISIONS

WHO SAYS IMPROVEMENTS ARE NEEDED?

% the LEGISLATURE in 1947, when it appointed a Constitutional Commission which recom—
mended 34 major changes, 6 new sections, and 78 corrections, plus a Constitutional
Convention to accomplish them.

* the "LITTLE HOCVER COMMISSION," which in 1950 reccmmended changes covering our entire

governmental structure and procadure.

# President Eisenhowsr's COMMISSION ON INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATICNS which in 1954 reported:
"The Commission finds a very real and pressing need for states to improve..constitutions."
The DEMOCRATIC-FARMER-LABOR and REPUBLICAN parties and the LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINN-
ES0TA, who are on record as favoring a constitutional convention for Minnesota.

These, and other responsible citizens believe...

AN OUTMODED STATE CONSTITUTION LIMITS THE SCOPE AND EFFECTIVENESS OF STATE AND LOCAL ACTION




WHY NOT AMEND THE CONSTITUTION?

Amendments have been tried - some 83 times since 1858. The result - a confusing,
cumbarscme patchwork.

Amendments are the expensive way to remodel the Constitution.

Passing the three amendments in 1956 cost the taxpayer . . . $§ 204,158
At this rate, getting only 30 needed changes in the Cmstituﬂim by

voting on three amendments at each election would take 20 years and . . $2,041,680
New Jersey's Constituticnal Convention in 1947 cost mJ,y s s s s s s s« % 350,000

The 1957 Minnesota legislative session cost . « « &« & . e e 8 1,31,.+L£.
Amending the Constitution over the years would cost more t.h.an one wgul,ur session of
the legislature.

FIGURE IT OUT FOR YOURSELF - A CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION GIVES YOU MORE FOR YOUR MONEY

WHAT ARE THE STEFS TOWARD A CONSTITUTIOHAL CONVENTION?

1. The legislature must submit the question of calling a convention to the people.
Since 1949 it has refused to implement this right of the people to decide on re-
view of the Constitutien.

2. Voters would elect 131 delsgates in the same manner as members of the House of
Representatives. These peopls, legislators and civic-minded citizens of their

istricts, would convene for the sole purpcse of reviewing and revising the
Constitution.

3. The resulting document would be referred to the voters for approval at the et
general elsction.

A CONSTITUTION REVISED BY CONVENTION WOULD BE A BASIC CHARTER THAT MINNESCTANS
COULD UNDERSTAND - AND BEE PROUD OF

WHAT COULD A REVISED CONSTITUTION DO FOR MINNESOTA?

IT COULD:

1. Allow our three branches of government and citizens to use
the efficient metheds of 1958, not 1858, in running the
state's business.

IT COULD:
2, Enable the state to make the best use of its tax money.
IT COULD:

3« Cops with today's problems and help eliminate constant

pleas for federal assistance.

ONLY A CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION CAN FRODUCE A COHERENT AND WORKABLE
CONSTITUTION FOR MINNESOTA

WHAT CAN WE DO TO GET A CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION FOR MINNESOTA?
We can KNOW the facts We can CARE enough to tell others

We can ACT by writing our legislators and voting for men and measures
favoring a Constitutional Convention.

If you want more information on any of ths above points, send for
"The State You're In," available for £5¢ from
THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
15th and Washington Avenuss 5. E.
Minneapolis 1, Minnssota
Pub. #092958 2 for 5¢ September 1958




INNESOTA  NEEDS

PARTY  DESIGNATION
FOR  LEGISLATORS




M]‘NNF.‘XJTR'S GOVERNORS ARE EIECTED ON PARTY DESIGNATION AS ARE THE OTHER EXECUTIVE
OFFICERS OF THE STATE

Minnesota's governor campaigns on a political party platform. The people show
their approval of the candidats's program by electing him. Then, they hold him
to the program he has pledged. But the governor frequently finds his program
blocked to a standstill by legislators who do not commit themselves to the party
platform.

MD{HESOT&‘S NONPARTISAN POLICY FOR IEGISLATORS SHORT CIRCUITS THE OPERATION
OF GOVERNMENT

MD{NESO‘TA CITIZENS ARE DENIED A DIRECT VOICE IN THEIR OWN MINNESOTA
STATE GOVERWMENT BY THE NONPARTISAN POLICY OF ELECTING LEGISLATORS

There is a basic cynicism in a law which denies the pecple this right.
The legislators who favor the present method claim that they lmow what
their people need and want. The critics assert that the party platform
springs from the people and that legislators who commit themselves to
it are more likely to be truly representative of the whole state.

[\\A INNESOTA'S NONPARTISAN METHOD THWARTS THE GOVERNOR, THE PARTY AND
THE CITIZEN

MIN'H'ESCVIA NEEDS PARTY DESIGNATION FOR IEGISLATORS. S0 SAY THE
REPUBLICAN AND DEMOCRATIC-FARMER-LABOR PARTIES AND THE LEAGUE
OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

If you think so too, you can do something about it:

1) Join the party of your choice, work steadily to improve it.

2) Have a voice in your party's platform beginning at the pre-
cinct caucus.

3) Endorse and elsct candidates who are for PARTY DESIGNATICN.

league of Women Voters of Minnesota, 15 & Washington Aves, S. E.
Minnespolis 1l;, Minnesota 031058M - 2 for 5¢ March 1958

INNESOTA  NEEDS
PARTY DESIGNATION
FOR  LEGISLATORS




INNESOTA CITIZENS NOW ELECT THE MEMBERS OF THE STATE
IEGISLATURE WITHOUT PARTY DESIGHATION

In other words, on a nonpartisan basis. Yet a body of 198
members finds it cannot function effectively without the
machinery of party disciplines. Therefore, the Minnesota
legislature organizes itself into 2 factions,corresponding
roughly to the 2 political parties.

MYNN'ESOT&'S LEGISLATURE THUS IS NOT NONFPARTISAN EXCEPT
IN NAME

|M INNESOTA VOTERS DO NOT KENOW THE POLITICAL PARTY OF THE
CANDIDATES FOR THE LEGISLATURE

Yet,each legislator may choose the faction that he favors,
Conservative if he is a HRepublican, Iiberal if he is a
Democrat-Farmer-Labor, without acounting for his choice
in any way to the pecpls who have elected him, and, the
choice is generally for keeps.

P\/:l]:N'NE-SUTK LEGISLATORS DO FORM "PARTIES"™ AND S0 HAVE THE
ADVANTAGE OF PARTISANSHIF WITHOUT RESPONSIBILITY

MWSOTA VOTERS BELIEVE THAT THE STATE LEGISLATURE FUNCTIONS ON A NON
PARTISAN BASIS

Tet, the two factions caucus before each session convenes to decide upon
the men who will hold important positions, such as the speaker of the
House and the president pro tem of the Senate. They also decide what
position their faction will take on the controversial legislation which
will be introduced during the coming session.

MIN'NE'SOTA IEGISLATIVE LEADERS ARE NOT SELECTED ON A NONFARTISAN BASIS

MIN’NE&)TANS GENERALLY THINK THE HOUSE AND SENATE COMMITTEES ARE SET
UP IN A NONFARTISAN WAY

Yet, the faction which holds the majority in either house always fills
all chairmanships and vice chairmanships of all 39 standing committees
and appoints a controlling number of members of these committees from its
faction, regardless of the ability or experience of the members of the
minority faction.

Mmmm's METHOD OF ORGANIZING THE IEGISLATIVE COMMITTEES IS NOT
NONPARTISAN




INNESOTA  NEEDS
LEGISLATIVE

REAPPORTIONMENT



MINNESOTA HAS SOME RURAL LEGISLATORS WHO CLAIM THAT REAPPORTIONMENT WOULD CAUSE
URBAN CONTROL OVER RURAL FEOFLE

Total population of the five-county area containing Minneapolis and S5t. Paul is only 39%
of population (1950 census). Yet even if in the next 50 years, urban areas should gain
control, there is little need for fear. Studies have shown that in the few states where
the cities control the legislature under a true population apportionment, there is no
evidence that rural interests have suffered.

Cities seldom vote as a bloc. More often, conservative suburban legislators wvote with
conservative rural lsgislators, and liberals with liberals.

MINNESQTA CITIZENS SHOULD BE GUARANTEED FARTICIPATION ON AN EQUAL BASIS
IN THE AFFAIRS OF THE STATE

MINNESQOTA'S REAFPORTIONMENT FROBLEMS CAN EHE SOLVED IN TWO WAYS

A statute under our present constitution is needed for an immediate,
though temporary, solution to an urgent situation. Legislative districts
with severe under-representation must be granted relief and an adequate
voice in the government given to all areas in the state.

A constitutional amendment is needed for a permanent solution that will
enforce periodic reapportionment and perhaps include a fair area consid-
eration in one house of the legislature.

MINNESOTA NEEDS BOTH A STATUTE AND AN AMENDMENT TO ACHIEVE FAIR REAFPORTIONMENT

MINNESOTA VOTERS
DO YOU ENOW WHETHER YOU ARE FAIRLY REFRESENTED IN OUR STATE LEGISLATURE?

If you are ynder-represented, lst your legislators kmow you favor reapportion-—
ment.

If you are gver-represented, consider whether it is fair that you have a wvote
several times stronger than someone in another district. Let your legislators
know you favor reapporticnment.

FIND OUT if you have your fair share of representation. Write for "Democr-
acy Denied" (25¢) available from...THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA,
15th and Washington Avenues 5. E., Minneapolis 1., Minnesota.

Pub. #093058 2 for 5¢ September 1958

INNESOTA  NEEDS
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MINNESOTA CITIZENS ARE NOT BEING GRANTED A FAIR AND EQUAL VOICE
IN THEIR STATE GOVERNMENT

Rapid, uneven population growth of many sections of the state has
made the need for reapportionment urgent. Look at the contrast
between a House district in St. Paul with only 7,290 people, and
a rural Hennepin district with a population of 107,246, Each has
cone representative., Or consider the Olmsted County representative
who speaks for 48,228 people, while the legislator in neighboring
Dodge County represents only 12,624 people.

MINNESOTA HAS A LEGISLATURE IN WHICH OVER 50% OF THE LEGISLATORS
ARE CHOSEN BY LESS THAN 35% OF THE PEOPLE

MINNESOTA LEGISLATORS HAVE ) DT REAPPORTIONED SINCE 1913, EVEN THOUGH
THE CONSTITUTION PROVIDES FOR REAPPORTIONMENT EVERY 10 YEARS

Article IV, Section 2, provides for redistricting after each federal
census on the basis of equal numbers of pecple. No method of enforce-
ment is written into the constitution.

The present apportionment is based on the 1910 census, and only four
out of 87 counties have their rightful share of representation in beoth
houses of the state legislature.

MINNESOTA RANKS SECOND ONLY TO ALABAMA IN FAILUHE TO REAPPORTION
AS THE CONSTITUTION REQUIRES

MINNESOTA'S PRESENT APPORTIONMENT LAW HAS BEEN DECLARED UNFAIR
BY FEDERAL COURT DECISION

The right of the squal vote wunder the 1lith amendment to the United States
Constitution is being denied by the 1913 Minnesota Law.

The three Federal Court Judges' ruling indicates that if the 1959 legislature
fails to perform its constitutional duty to redistrict the state, the Federal
Court will have to take action.

MINNESOTA'S LEGISLATURE IS BEING GIVEN ONE MORE CHANCE TO REAPFORTION

MINNESOTA CITIZENS LIVING IN HEAVILY POFULATED SECTIONS ARE JUSTIFIED IN RAISING THE CHY
WTAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION®

Voting diserimination based on gsography is just as bad as that based on race,
coler or cresd.

MINNESOTA LEGISLATORS ARE DENYING THE DEMOCRATIC FRINCIPLES OF TRULY
REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT
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What every Leaguer should lmow about....

CONSTITUTIONAL ~ CONVENTION

Minnescta's Constitution is its fimdamental law. It should: 1) set forth the
principles of government; 2) delegate power between the thres branches; 3) guide
legislative action, The legielatuce passes laws to meet current needs of the state
within the principles of tha Constitution.

MINNESOTA NEEDS A NEW CONSTITUTION BECAUSE:

1, The Constitution restricts the executive by not giving it adequate authority
equal to the responsibility it bears for doing its job.

It limits the legislature by imposing l9th century procedures for a 20th
century job,.

It hinders spesdy and equal justice by the courts (two amendments relating
to the judiciary, submitted to the voters in 1954 and 1956 point to the need
for overall examination of this part of the Constitution).

It prevents local government from being truly lecal by meking cities, towns,
villages and countiss come to the legislature for managrzent of many of their
affairs. Amendment #1, submitted to the voters in 1958, is an effert to
improve this situation.

It imposes obstacles in the way of an efficient and economic fiscal policy
for the state by its outmoded and restrictive provisions.

It instills in the pecple a disrsspect for the Constituticn and law by the
example of the legislature's refusal to carry out its censtitutional duty
to reepportion itsself.

MINNESOTA'S CONSTITUTION SHOULD BE REVISED BY A CONVENTION BECAUSE:

1. In the United States the citizen is the constitution-maksr. This job cannot
rightly, thersfore, by done by the legislature, but must be done by Convention.
Self-government rests upcn J the power to prescribe the basic law; b) the
power to elect representatives to put it into effect, Loss or diminution of
either of these prerogatives weakens self-government. The fact is that:

a. The people have not had an opportunity to review the Constituticn
since it was drafted in 1857.

b. As sarly as 1871, Governor Austin declared it outmoded, inconsistent,
inadequate, and asked for a convention to rewrite it.,

c. The last three governors (two Republican and cne DFL) have supported
& constitutional convention bill, but the legislature has not passed ona.

A convention attracts ocutstanding citizens to serve as delegates. A convention
is traditionally conservative and is less susceptible than a legislature to
pressure groups. Its delegates will not be standing for re-election; they are
aware that what they do will become history.




The Minnesota Constitutional Commission (composed of 18 legislators, a member
of the exscutive department, a Supreme Court Justice, and three citizens)
agreed unanimously upon the desirability of a convention, as opposed to the
amsndment process, for the comprehensive consideration of our complicated
document .

The study, research and recommendations made by the Minnesota Constitutional
Commission have laid the groundwork for a convention; this will lessen the
work and time, and thersfore, expense of a convention,

Amendments are slow, costly, cumbersoms, compromising, and difficult to under-
stand in relation to the Constitution as a whole. Thers have been 83 amendments
in 100 years.

New Jersey's recent convention cost was paid for almost immediately by resultant
court recrganization. Misscuri officials estimate that reform in the new Depart-
ment of Revenue only, brought about by its recent convention, saves more than
$1,000,000 annually.

Constitutional conventions, attended by widespread public interest in the
constitution, convention proceedings and results, have increased the under-
standing of governmental problems in other states. Because of an awakened
and informed citizenry, constitutions produced by conventions have a higher
record of woter approval than amendments have had in Minnescta.

THE LEAGUE RECORD
The League of Women Veters of Minnesota has endorsed the convention principle since

1948, in addition to studying various phases of revision such as home rule, reappor-
tionment, the executive department and legislative recrganization.

In 1954 the Leagus of Women Voters worked hard for Amendment #3 which provided that
legislators may serve as delegates to a convention and that the resulting document
must be submitted to the people for approval. The passage of the amendment by a
large vote was considered by the League to be a mandate to the lagislature from the
people of Minnescta to submit the convention question to the voters. This mandate
wae not carrisd out in the 1955 legislative session, and succeeded only in the
House in 1957.

During the 1959 session the League will again support a bill submitting to the
voters the question of calling a constitutional cenvention.
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What, every Leaguer should know abouta...

REAPPORTIONMENT

THE THREE ROADS TO EO IMENT

1. A constitutional convention could rewrita the reapportionment articls. However,
at the State Council in 1954, the Leagus decided that more immediate legislative
action was needed.

A constitutional amendment ocould be submitted to the people which would
(a) change the present basis to give some consideration to area, and (b) include
provisicns which would guarantee future reapporticnment.

(a) An Marea" amendment received Leaguas of Women Voters sanction in 1954 as
a long-range sclution to the rural-urban split. We agreed that the wrban
centers could receive somewhat less than full population representation
because of cchesiveness and closenses to the capitol. In the 1955 session
the League of Women Voters testified for an area compromise amendment, but
could not support the Iverson-J it of its several
differences with our standards of fair and enforceable. In 1957 and 1958
we have studied mere closely the specific methods of putting area into
our reapportionment provisions.

The re-inforcemsnt provision most likely to be considered at the next
legislative session is one which calls for a special session for reappor=
tioning if the legislature fails in its duty after each Federal census,
followed by administrative or judicial commission action if the special
session cannot agree. At the 1958 Council, the LWV accepted this re~
inforcement principle.

A statute could be passed by any session of the legislature to carry out the
present provision. In 1954 the LWV decided that while it would support fair
changes in the Constitution by amendment or convention, it must continue to
support the statutory approach until the Constitution is changed and because
reapportionment is long overdus. Accordingly, in both the 1955 and 1957 sessions,
the LWV advocated passage of the "Bergerud Bill" as a fair, workable, and
realistic reapportionment law, The recent Federal Court decision vindicates

the League positicn and calls for the 1959 session to carry out its constitutional
duty to reapportion.

For moere detail see "Will An Area Amendment Settle Reapporticrment?! LWV 1957.

WHERE DOES

The majority of statee have taken action on reapporticnment.

25 at.at.as hava !‘esppor‘ ioned since 1950
9 1940
5 n " 1930
3 n " 1920
2 1 1910 - this includes Minnesota

Recently Illinois, Michigan, South Daketa and Wisconsin have reapportioned.




THE REAPPORTICNMENT DFBATE
oo 280

Reapporticnment would disrupt Federal Court quote: "It is the unmistakable
present districts and unseat duty of the State Legislature to reapportion
capable, well-thought-of itself periodically in accordance with recent
legislators. population changes.!

The citiss would control the The S-county ared including Minneapolis and St.
legislature if population re- Paul have only 39% of the State's population.
apportionment -took place now. If the legislaturs had been reapportioned on the
basis of the 1950 Census, Minneapolis and St.
Paul would elect 28% of the legislators. Henne-
pin and Ramsey would elect 34%, Duluth 3%f;
other areas would control 2% of the legislature.

The whole problem would be A quick look at population figures shows that
solved if Hennepin and Ramsey inequalities are state-wide. One example:
would do some re-districting Qtter Tail County - 51,320 people and U4 rep.
within their boundariss. Olmsted County - 48,228 people and 1 rep.

Labor interests will dominate In suburban areas, which have the most to gain

the legislature if the cities from reapportionment, labor is not a dominant

get more representaticn. factor., In Illinoia, it was found that sub-
urban representatives rarely voted with dewn-
town Chicago, In Massachusetts, studies show
that even with the majority of the legislaturs
coming from the metropolitan center, rural
interests have not suffered. The President's
Commission on Intergovernmental Relations said
in 1954 that rural-dominated legislatures, un-
sympathetic to urban and suburban problems,
have forced these arsas to deal directly with
the Federal government in such fields as housing,
urban development, and air and defense facilities.
The result has been to weaken the state's proper
control over its own policies.
Which is worse = rule by the majority to the
peasible detriment of the minority, or the
present minority rule to the proven disadvantage
of the majority?

Under-representation of city This may be true to some extent, but city people

votera is compensated for by probably have less contact with their represen-

their cleoseneass to thair tatives than do rural people. It is sasier to

legislators and the capitol. Imow and talk with a man in a district with only
16,000 people, than it is in a district with
over 100,000, A legislator is as near as the
nearsst mail box. 3

CONCLUSICN: The question is not now "whether to" but "how to" - how to protect the
democratic prineiple of the equal vote and assure all sections of the state an
adequate voice in the government. The Governor's Committee on Legislative Apportion-
ment and the next Legislature may come up with an answer if the Leagus of Women Voters
and other interssted citizens make themselves heard.




INGREDIENTS FOR A DO-IT-YOURSELF REAFPORTICNMENT MAP

Under-represented House districts (over 26,182 people per representative)

Dist, County D County Dist. County
Olmsted ; Minneapolis (part) Ancka and Isanti
Mower Minneapolis (part) Stearns (east)
Freeborn Horth rural Hennepin Clay
Rice £ South rural Hennspin Itasca
Dakota ) 5t. Paul Ward 7 St. Louis (SE)
Kandiyohi Rameey (part) 5t. Louis (5W)
Minneapolis (part) North Ramsey Beltrami and
Minneapolis (part) South Ramsey Lake of the Woods

Equitable House districts (between 19,352 and 26,182)

City of Winona Renville Douglas
Faribault Minneapolis (part) 1 Todd

Blue Earth St. Paul (north) Cass

Martin St Crow Wing
Nobles St. | uth Carlton

Lyon St. Pan d 5 8t. Louis (WW)
Hicollet : Sts d 6 Becker

Steele 45 Stearns (central) Al Mahnomen and
Meleod Norman

2
T
8
9
il
13
15
16
22

The other 62 House districts are over-represented

Under-represented Senate Districts (over 51,192 pecple per senator)

Dodge, Mower Rural Hennepin 53 Crow Wing,
Minneapolis (part) Ramsey (part) Morrison
Minneapolis (part) Ramsey (part) 57 Ceck and Laks
Minneapolis (part) Benton & Sherburne (part) St.Louis (SE)
Minneapolis (part) Stearnes (part) 59 5t. Louis (SW)
Minneapolis (part) Cass and Itasca

table Senate districts (between 37,838 and 51,192)

Fillmore, Houston 25 Kandkyohi, Swift 49 Clay, Wilkin

Winona 0 Minneapolis (part) 50 Otter Tail (approx)

Olmsted Minneapolis (part) 51 Todd, Wadena

Blue Earth St. Paul (part) 54 Adtkin, Carlton

Martin, Watorwan St. Paul (part) 60 St. Leuis (WwW)

Lincoln, Murray, Fipestone 5t. Paul (part) 62 Beltrami & Laks

Lyon, Yellow Medicine Anoka and Isanti of the Woods,

Brown, Redwood Big Stone, Grant, Koochiching

Dakota Stevens,Traverse 67 Kittson, Marshall,
Roseau

The other 29 Senate districts are over-represented

Thees figures are taken from Democracy Denied, leagus of Women Voters 1954
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What every Leaguer should know about....

PARTY  DESIGNATION

A ripple of laughter ran over the legislature that day in 1913 when Minnescta's
nenpartisan law was passed, A search back into the newspapera of that day reveals
that the original Haycraft Bill sought to remove county officials from party
dssignation and that the cpponents of the bill planned to defeat it by a time
honored technic of lawmakers - that of tacking en a crippling amendment. They
felt certain that adding legislators to the nonpartisan bill would insure. its
defeat. The bill passed without cme word of debate on its merits. Some legis-
lators predicted that the first action of the next legislature would be to repeal
the law that nobedy wanted. MNow, 45 years later, the law is firmly entrenched,
and its bensfits to the legislators who should repeal it are well known by them.

The two party system is the bone structure of American democracy, The non-
partisan law, which by implication holds political parties in contempt, therefore
weakens the structure of representative government. MNo other instrument exists
by which the citizen can so effectively make known his political needs and wishes,
yet the "“independent" legislator condemns political parties as evil things fraught
with corruption.

The Leagus of Women Voters of Minnssota first studied party designation for
legislaters in 1951, voted in 1952 for repeal of the law, and has been working
ever since toward that goal. In 1958-59, the League will keep in mind thres goals
which will help to clarify the present situation and to point the direction of
work for the coming session:

1. To understand among ourselves and to make known to cthers that the
Minnesota legislature is not now, nor has it ever been, nonpartisan.

It is as strongly partisan as any among the 48 and it would not be able
to conduct the business of government if it were not. The term "non-
partisan" ought to be publicly revealed as & misnomer; we should work
for some identification of legislative candidates on the ballot. Many
legislators, newspaper editors and political scientists state flatly
that there is no truly independent legislator in Minnescta, For example;
during the 1957 session one legislator talked at length to a League of
Women Voters member about the idealism of Minnescta's independent legis-
laters. Later in reviewing his long voting record he said that for 26
years he had voted with the conservatives.




To make every effoert to see that the Party Designation bill has an
early hearing on the floor of the Senate.

Last session the House acted on the bill as soon as the session opened
and passed it by an unheard-of majority, 95 to 32, It was sent to the
Senate for early action, where it was buried in committee until after
April 1 when a 2/3 vote became necessary. Watchers of the bill felt
confident of a simple majority but kmew they could never get 2/3.

It is an abuse cof Senate power to prevent its coming to open debate
and a roll call vote so that the individual attitudes of Senators can
be known. Opponents who spoke with pride of the high-principled nen-
partisan law fought a roll call vete in the 1957 session.

To challenge the cynicism of oppesition forces, whe claim that pelitical
parties are riddled with corruption.

The two-party system provides the most effective machinery by which
interested people can influence their government. The opposition
¢laims that people must be saved from the evils of their own political
parties and that legislators are in a position to save them; that
government cannct properly spring from the peopls who are governed,
expressed by themselves in party platforms, but can only with safety

be imposed on them by legislators who assume they lmow what is good
for tha people. There is a basic cymicism in an attitude which
discounts and belittles the citizen's role in government. The
benefits of the nonpartisan law are all on the side of the legislator
and the indifference of too many voters works for the perpetuaticn of
the law,




A realistic picture of how the Minnesota legislature is
organized and Jfiow it functions as a lawwaking body

NINETY DAYS OF
LAWMAKING

IN MINNESOTA

Che University of Minnesota Press, Minneapolis
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LEA OUFE OF 4
15th and hington Avarue S
¥innespolins 1, Minnesota

CALL TO ACTION

Karch 8, 1959

Dear ¥re. Eri

House Fila 61, pertaining to party deslgnation, has been sant to
the Judiniary Committes of the Fouse of Revresentatives. Your
representative, Geor genataen + iz 2 monmber

of this committes. The Capitol Letter shows that he voted

(yes, no, no informmtion) on this fesue in past leglslstive
sesnions,

As you know, FF 61 wee diccussed on the floer of the Fouse earlier
this sesnion, and cpronents of the Bill were suocessfml in having

it returned to the Flections Committee for possidle amendment, It
has now been sent to committes (this time to the Judicisry Comsmittes
in an attenpt to sslvage the bill) three times. DNacause of the
discouraging course of motion thus far, it is poseible that it

may ot even come up for discussion in committos amd w111 Ve killed.

¥e would 1ike to see the Bill passed ocut of committee sgnin and
onte the floor wherc it can 2t lemst be arcued by the whole bedy.
To that end, we wish to pokl the members of the comvittsee.

Will you plesse write to your representative asking him how he
feels mbout this bill and vhether he would be willins te vote
it back te the fhoor for Fouse consideration.

Thank you.
Sincerely,
¥arion ¥etson

State Legielative Committee
Leagua of Yomen Volars.
















LEAQUE OF WOMEY VOTERS OF MINN
15th and Washington Avenus S.
Minrespolis 14, Mimnesota

CALL TO ACTION
March L, 1959

Des r

Tousé File 61, pertaining to party desimmation, has been sent to
the Judielary Committes of the House of Nepresentatives. Your
representative, s is o member
of this committee. The Latter shove that he voted

(yes, no, no information) on this fasus in past leglelative
assnlons.

As you know, HF 61 was discussed on the fleor of the Fouse earlier
this session, and opronents of the bill were successful in having
it retarned to the Flectiona Comrittee for poseidle smendment.
Fare three atterpts to vote it out of committes falled, and it wms
sent to the Judielary Comemittee. Tecsuse of the discouraging
ecourse of sotion thus far, it ls possidle that it may not even
come up for discussion in this comsdttes snd will be killed.

¥We would like to see the bill passed out of committes sgain and
onto the floor vhere it can at least be argued by the whole body.
To that end, we wish $0 poll the membera of tha comsdttes.

¥ill you please write to your recresantative asking him how he
feels about this bill and vbether he would be willing to voke
it bgek to the floor for Eouse donsideration.

Thenk you.

fincerely,

Marion Vatson
State Leglielative Cosmittee
Lesgue of Women Voters
7 coples
Mrs. G 1 inerd (Wetzel)
Mrs. Art Welch, 221 Arrowhead Road, Duluth 3 (Noreen)
Mra. Lionel Birkeland, 2716 Lth Ave. E tbing (Fena)
B ¥ ¥., Rocheater. (F¥ranke)
1 ew Ulm. (Jensen)
+ W. 0. Streiff, Buffalo. (6. Swenson)
Axel Erickson, Cass Lake (Wangensteen)

Phone celle to Mpls.,S5t. Faul, and Golden Valley

Letters to & remain legisletors.




linnesota

E. J. CH

March 11, 1969

Marion Tmtson

State Legislative Committee
Leagus of Women Voters

16th and Washington Ave. 5. E.
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota

Dear Madami

I appreciate your letter of March 8th, and I am glad to

know thet the League of Women Voters are taking the right

stand on ocme plece of legislation pending before the legis-
ture, that is party designation,

Little did I realite that the returning of this bill, being

H. F. 61, to Judiciary Committee for the purpose of taking
care of some amendment, would have the effect of killing the
bill. Hepresentative Clifton Parks and myself, at every meet-
ing of the Judiclary Committee since the bill was returned to
that Committee, have tried to get the bill passed out on to
the floor of the House where it ocould be wvoted upon, but so
far we have had no success.

I am definitely in favor of party designation and wish it
was possible to get this bill out where it could be voted
on, but, frankly, it locks hopeless., I wish you women
would see if you could put on some pressure to get the bill
out on the fleor of the House.

L

rely yours, .

P i

/
George L.Angétman
State Representative
§5th District
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