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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

555 WABASHA * ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55102 * TELEPHONE (612) 224-5445

January 5, 1987

Mr. Gary G. Johnson
P.0D. Box 425
Battle Lake, MN 56515

Dear Mr. Johnson:

Thank you for your letter asking about the omission of your question on
wetlands from the debate program and the League's environmental positions.

We were, I must admit, surprised by the response to our call for questions
to be asked the candidates. We received many, many more than we were able
to use. A mumber of perfectly legitimate topics were eliminated by the
selection process. While you may disagree with our decision as to the
questions that were used, I am sure that you do understand that it was a
perplexing problem.

Let me assure you that the League of Women Voters does care about the envir-
onment. Last year the League was listed among the top ten environmental

mental organization.

Water quality has been on our action list for over 30 years and the League
recently concluded a study on water management and quantity in Minnesota.
Enclosed you will find the study materials we developed during the course
of our inquiry, and the position we adopted at its conclusion. Overall, our
position on the environment states: ""Promote an environment beneficial to
life through the protection and wise management of natural resources in the
public interest by recognizing the interrelationships of air quality, energy,
land use, ws iagement and water resources." Specifically addressing
water, the LEAGUE OF Women Voters of the United States says, (among other
things) "We support policies to achieve water quality essential for maintain-
species diversity and populations of aquatic species, including measures
to protect lakes, estuaries, wetlands and in-stream flows." Recently the
national League worked to ensure a reauthorized Clean Water Act that maintains
an effective pretreatment program, establishes programs to control nonpoint
or runoff pollution and maintains adequate protection for ecologically
valuable wetlands. Unfortunately, although the Act was passed nearly
animously by both houses of Congress near the end of the last session, it
vetoed by the President.




Mr. Gary G. Johnson -2- January 5, 1987

As u can see from the above, we are as concerned as you are about improper
or indiscriminate drainage, wetland maintenance, soil erosion and land use.
In the past few years the Minnesota League has also been active in areas of
air quality, acid rain, solid and hazardous waste, and radioactive waste.

At present we are pursuing the adoption of a beverage container deposit law
to lessen the impact on landfills, reduce litter, encourage recycling,
reduce maintenance on garbage burning incinerators, as well as develop new
jobs and industries using the waste material

We are well aware of the impact tourism, hunting and fishing has on the
Minnesota economy. By no means are Minnesota sportsmen forgotten in our
environmental proj s. It is important that we all remember that hunters
and fishing people were our original conservationists

If you have a specific question about our action program please do not hesitate
to write or call. Should you care to make a donation to the League you may
request that it be used to promote ocur environmental program.

Sincerely yours,

Fe } - h/I —
ﬁgibf}bf*ﬂ1{. (At ts
Jeanne Crampton

Natural Resources Chair

JC/rk
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

555 WABASHA * ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55102 » TELEPHONE (612) 224-5445

August 12, 1985

Mr. Mike Sullivan, Executive Director
Minnesota Environmental Quality Board
Room 100, Capitol Square Building
550 Cedar Street

5t. Paul, MN 55101

Dear Mr. Sullivan:

We understand the Environmental Quality Board is interested in comments
pertaining to the Board's recent selection of priority items of state
environmental concern. As it happens, the League of Women Voters of
Minnesota completed a two-year study in March of the Board's first priority,
"State and Local Water Planning and Management."

Qur position reads, "Support of a state role in the preservation and wage=

ment of inesota's water resources through protection, allocation, conserva-

tion, pricing, ansfer policies protective of Minnesota's

current and futu 5 ched for your information is a complete

statement of member agr nt on Minnesota's water resources. We had two

co-chairs wh onducted the study, as well as a committee of members from
state. Our co-chairs were:

Katie Fournier and Barbara Akre
912 - 18th enue S.E. 432 Pinewood
Minneapolis, MN 55414 Duluth, MN 55804
612/331-5615 218/728-4397

I know they would be interested in talking to you if you have questions about
the study itself, and our conclusions.
Sincerely,

Ptk et~ -.//f-',../;?.:( _/f:r/.,'_y

/ -
Joan Higinbot Jeanne Crampton
President Natural Resources Director

Tk

Fournier

Akre

Tem Triplett, Chairman, EQB
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Helen Jacobs
2220 East Newberry
Milwaukee, WI 53211

1 March 1982

Jeanne Crompton
4330 Wooddale Ave. S.
St. Louis Park, MN 55424

Dear Jeanne:

Thank you for your note. I am happy to tell you about Citizens for a Better
Environment and, I hope, assure you that you will find them a valuable resource
in your League environmental work.

As you know, CBE is a national environmental organization with offices in Chicago,
Milwaukee, San Fransisco and New York. Money is raised primarily from door-to-
door canvassing on local environmental issues. Canvassers are carefully selected
and then educated about environmental issues before they meet the public. Be-
cause of this, CBE has had one of the longest running and most successful can-
vasses in the country. The canvass not only serves to help fund the organization
but keeps CBE informed of what the public knows and thinks about local environ-
mental issues. CBE does no lobbying.

The money raised is used to pay a staff of researchers and lawyers. They pre-
pare and present testimony at local, state and national hearings. Members of the
staff have frequently been invited to testify before Congressional Committees
and the EPA in Washington. Here in Wisconsin, the staff microbiologist and
attorney have been invited to serve on Department of Natural Resources and ad
hoc legislative comnmittees. Like the League, the testimony given is well re-
searched and well presented. CBE enjoys a fine reputation because of the thor-
oughness of its research.

I first came in contact with CBE when I was studying local sewer issues for the
Greater Milwaukee League. Recause CRE had technical and lepal expertise,
sought their help for some of the hard problems--sludge on farmland, cadmium
concentrations, industrial pre-treatment, etc.... The help and advice I re-
ceived was current, accurate and freely given. If they could not answer my
questions, staff members consulted the Chicago staff researchers. CBE has
served as a resource for other groups as well and is building a large collec-
tion of research and studies on the toxics issue

Because of the limited scope of CBE's purpose--environmental protection--and
its focus--toxics, I doubt that its activities would interfere with the League's.
In fact, I believe you would find it a compl ntary relationship.

CBE canvasses for much of its operating budget. The rest comes from grants
from foundations and occasionally from a governmental agency. (CBE recently
received some money from EPA through the National Resources Defense Council

for a "Toxics Waterwatch" project.) The Executive Director, Jim Cannon,

spends more than half of his time preparing and presenting grant proposals

to national foundations. CBE has observed that one organization can open doors




for others. It has received
to a group wi an envin

ants from foundations
seeking money for suc

that have never before
ntal focus. This can help other organizations
purposes.
If you decide to wrutu a letter of approbat behalf of CBE, and I hope you
jo, I beli you will find your League has med a resource into the com
unity you will find useful.

Just to make sure opinion is shared, I called Fran Swigart of the Greater
Milwau League. She feels CBE's publications are excellent and CBE will be
od resource for the League. CBE staff members appeared on a local League
program on toxics. She said they kn heir topic and were very cooperative.
e also reminded me that the last Milwaukee CBE staff attorney won a seat in
e State Assembly and is a staunch environmental advocate in that august body!
have enclosed our annual report and will be happy to send you any other mat-
erials you might find useful.

Since

rely yours,

% /£66
Helen uaroh
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STATE OF MINNESOTA
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE
MERICAN R BLDG.
ROBERT 5TS

‘ALI,55101

August 8, 1979

Ms. Sally Sawyer

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
555 Wabasha Avenue

St. Paul, Minnesota 55102

Dear Ms. Sawyer:

I have provided you with some written materials which, hopefully,
will give you an understanding of our evaluation. Enclosed are copies
of the workplan we composed to evaluate the Home Energy Audit (HEA)
Program and the original HEA questionnaire that was distributed to all
residential customers of the Northern States Power Company.

Basically, the evaluation will have two objectives. First, we will
assess the effectiveness of the HEA program in motivating customers to
conserve energy. Second, we will analyze the data that the 95,000 par-
ticipants in the program provided on their questionnaires to determine
what kinds of conservation actions N5P's customers have taken and what
remains to be done. This information will be instrumental in determin-

ing the future direction of conservation programs in Minnesota.

In order to achieve these results, a comprehensive data collection

y effort 75 necessary. Of particular concern is the gathering of informa-
{* tion at customers' homes. Any assistance you could provide in visiting

homes to fTT out the HEA questionnaire and collect demographic data

would be greatly appreciated. The great advantage of utilizing volunteers

from the League of Women Voters n this work s that your organization is
L highty regarded in the state and, tnnsequeﬁtT__ homeawners wode be eager
" to cooperate in your data collection efforts.

If you are interested in helping us in this evaluation or if you have
any questions at all about our project, please call me at 296-0260. Or if
you would 1ike to discuss this in person, I would be glad to visit your

office, at your convenience.
Sincerely,
/fl@

Peter LaZare
Rate Analyst

I hope to hear from you soon.

PL:pb

Enclosures

NITY EMPLOYER
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HATURAL RESOURCES COORDINATOR

NAME: | |
(please give us your filrst name also)

ADDR

PHONE:

NTAL QUALITY
{1) WATER CHATRMAN

RAME:

ADDRESS :

PHORE:___ area code(

g (2) SOLID WASTE CHAIRMAN

RAME:

ADDRESS:

PHOME: :area code(

(3) AIR CHAIRMAN

HAME :

aopress:_ oo Cacks nwoed Rd . L-m% lots mAl SS3SL

PHONE: area code (fi2) |- RaeT?

LAND USE CHATRMAHN

NAME: _

ADDE

PHONE: _area code

EMERGY CHAIRMA

HAME:

ADDRESS :
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE

P.0. Box

3. Jerry Jenkins, President
of | Yoters of

55102

Dear » Jenkins:

supplied us with nominee, Harriet
ned Ms. L: : ographical skete Je have
her role in the I erra Club
ysletter and press

able to accept elther of your nomine
y ask you for another nomine I hope
if he does.

55409

ary Poppleton
1109 London Drive
urnsville, MN 55337

)

sz00-11 (168}
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Hon.
1111 g
Washington, D.C.

Reference: Your

am C € € men Voters, I have conferred with -
Hinneso he League to determine the position
of the |

. Harriet Herb advised me that the ta League of Women Vo
took a very strong position on the State BWCA bill last year and
supports your referenced bill. Further, Ms. Herb advised me that

!

in there. We need your bill.

Herberf C. J on

Harriet Herb




MAY 5 1975

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE
SUPERIOR NATIONAL FOREST
P. 0., Box 338, Duluth, Minnesota 55801

1350

May 4, 1976
=
Ms, Jerry Jenkins, President
League of Wo Voters of Minnesota
555 Wabasha
St. Paul, Minnesota 55102

Dear Ms. Jenk

The Superior - E Advisory Cc
by the Secretary of e purpose of
on policie § nd plan

W
membershij
citizens deas and opi
Superior National

In an effort to better

expanding the

mittee by a repre:

Minnesota seems quite appropriat you
i 1

1d

ould be inclt

two meetin,

last one to y g ay
may pay Co

of

ings.

garding th

e do not hesitate
ould appreclate receiving a

from you by June 7,

Thank you for your help in
Hational Forest Advisory C

Sincerely,
1
Forest Supervisor

820011 (163}
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League of Women Ce: 1 ota, 555 sha, St. Paul, Minnesota 5513

JOHNSON, & ide: “EC, Electro/

reral Corporatior i : June 17,

1922, St. Paul, ) *: Clarence and 2 Johnson.
H: Erica John

ersity of Colorado (

Electronics

Co., Minne

Prairie, Minn.,

Prairie, Minn

Minn., 1976-pr

Mem. , Unive

Dir. C it dy Inc.; Mem American Manageme
Assoc.; | { uris % : k Minn.
Canoe Assoc.;

Minnetonka

612/935-7704.
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November 12,

Representative James Oberstar
323 Cannon Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Your plan for the BWCA greatly interests me because it resembles a plan that
hin E wi ed.

by professicn. -'\'nGL:.. o year
think through from a s m int a "best
concluded that it would be pos: for almost e
if they were willing to take a new look at the
multiple use concept enclosed.

The plan is broad and sw:cp'r"' but L b

the Minnesota
area. An csscn\.ml art of \.}").5 gc'zl is 1rc'=n,wat' on of the BWCA as a wilder-
ness area.

I welcome your response to these ideas and would be happy to meet with you
personally to discuss the plan if you choose.

Sincerely,

H. C. Johnson

HCJ/ms
enclosure
cc: Representative Wm. Frenzel
Charles K. Dayton
Sigurd F. Olson
Minnesota Canoce Association
Minnesota Public Interest Research Group




PLAN FOR CREATING A QUALITY RECREATIONAL

AREA SURROUNDING T CA WHILE

PRESERVING AND IMPROVING THE BWCA ITSELF

Herbert C. Johnson
4600 Merilane

Edina, Minnesota 55436
November 10, 1975




INTRODUCTION

It is a near miracle that the BWCA has been presen'ed to the de:{rc.e it has up

to the present. It will take a much greater miracle for it to withstand the
pressures upon it now in its semi-weakened state. It would be tragic if the

EWCA were to be allowed to lose its attraction and thus its potential of

drawing vacation money to that area. Truly a case of killing the goose that could
keep on laying golden eggs.

This is a plan to avert that pending tragedy. It is presented in broad scope
because I lack the resources to do otherwise but with the fimm belief that the
resources exist to build upon these basics if the will to do so can be excited
into being.

The plan is presented in steps. First some postulates are given concerning
the BWCA and its surrounding area. Then the main goal and sub-goals a

stated. Following this, the plan itself is introduced and presented. Finally
two alternative plans are briefly discussed.

POSTULATES

In analyzing any problem there are certain postulates or ''givens' which can be
stated and treated as true until proven otherwise. Such is the case here.

The following listing is admittedly not complete but is intended to be
representative.

1. There is presently an inadequate econcmic base to prov1de the residents
of Ely and surrounding territory a satisfactory level of employment.

This low base combined with limited local investment drives area residents
into low grade land exploitive activities such as limited scale timbering,
mining, and the like.

The BWCA is unique in the United States, if not the world, in its
natural features and beauty.

Despite this natural beauty, it is it's intrinsic wilderness that
attracts pecple to the BWCA.

If this wilderness character were destroyed or removed the area would
lose much of its attraction.

Overuse and/or conversion of the BWCA to a multiple use recreational
area will destroy its wilderness character.

A wilderness is of great value as a reference base for scientific research.

The more pure a wilderness, the more obvious is human contamination.

Conversion of the BWCA from a wilderness to a recreational area is
essentially an irreversible process.

There are increasingly more people and it is increasingly easy for these
people to reach the BWCA.




11. There are several ways to keep a wilderness wild:
Make it ‘physically difficult to enter.

Exercise stringent COI‘ILTUlb at key points of entry (including requiring
payment of a stiff entry fee).

Provide satisfactory alternatives for all but the dedicated wilderness
enthusiasts.

There is adequate land surrounding the BWCA to provide satisfactory
alternative experiences for:

Avid fishermen

Hunters

Snowmobilers

Power boaters

The aged and infirm
The complex mixture of federal, state, local and privately held land
surrounding the BWCA complicates the application broad l:m.i use
concepts but does not make it impossible (the law once permitted land
trades. It can again.).

The Superior National Forest contains more than enough land to satisfy
all reasonable recreational needs

There is considerably more money to be made and more local employment
in catering to these groups than to the typical wilderness enthusiast.

Income from the development of a quality recreational area is long-term
in nature.

The relatively low grade ore existent in the region will be more valuable
to future generations than to our own.

18. Pursuance of short range goals will only lead to short range benefits.
GOALS
My main goal is the preservation of the BWCA in perpetuity. To realize this goal,
the goals of others must be identified and satisfied. A viable, long lasting
plan will provide basic satisfactions to most, if not all, of the various
interest groups. It should at least:

-Provide a satisfactory level of employment to residents of the area from
activities which build the area rather than downgrade it.

-Provide the widest practicable range of recreational and vacation experiences
to area residents and visitors.




-Maximize crop yield on worked land whether this be timber or agricultural
products.

-Preserve the BWCA in as pristine a wilderness state as practicable despite
its continuing use for wilderness travel and camping.

OVERALL PLAN

The broad plan would preserve the present boundaries of the BWCA and even extend
them where appropriate to preserve the integrity of the area. Surrounding

the BWCA in a broad semi circular belt to the Canadian border would be a semi-
wilderness area with some roads, trails, snowmobile paths, etc. On the cuter
perimeter of this area would be located clusters of pure recreational areas

offering all of the "'civilized" sports such as skiing, motor boating, etc.

In between the clusters would be located the farms, worked land, light manufacturing,
etc.

Now lets look at how each of these areas would be managed and utilized in the
light of our postulates and objectives.

The BWCA

The BWCA would be managed as a primitive wilderness area. No motor driven vehicles
would be allowed. No commercial logging or mining. It's prime use would be
wilderness canoeing. Secondarily, it would serve as a base for scientific research.

Only persons who have demonstrated an ability to handle a canoe and an awareness
of wilderness ethics would be admitted to the BWCA proper. This would be
controlled by licenses whose price would cover the cost of granting and admin-
istration.

A relatively stiff fee (at least three dollars per man day) would be charged for
each entry. This fee would cover costs of collection and administration. Surplus
would be applied to repair and renewal of areas within the BWCA that have been
previously damaged. For example, removal. of timber roads, replanting of tkee
stands, creation of new camp sites, etc.

This, incidentally, would provide on-going employment for area residents - and

a reinforcing incentive. The more popular the BWCA, the more work will be needed
and the more funds available to perform the work. Thus, the more local interest
in preserving the BWCA.

I don't believe many would rebel at the fees; particularly if it was understood
that a portion of the fee would be devoted to area renewal.

The Semi-Wilderness

The semi-wilderness would be managed to provide a wilderness setting for
multiple use activities. There would be a few roads all the way through it to
BWCA access points. Other roads would be provided for access to some lakes,

to scenic views, etc., but not within a mile of the BWCA borders. There would
be some lakes designated for motor travel and some restricted to canceing only.
Hiking and snowmobile trails would be provided, campsites would be available
just as presently within the BWCA. The general accessibility of this area

=%




would make it possible for many to enjoy a wilderness experience without the
rigors of BWCA travel. The general character would vary from that now found
on the BWCA boundary lakes to that found in the Guntline Trail Region. In
fact, that region would comprise the eastern end of this area.

Recreational Clusters

At appropriate points along the outer perimeter of the semi-wilderness area
resort areas would be designated for purely recreational activities. These
would include skiing, snowmobiling, water skiing, horseback riding, fishing,
swimming, golf, etc. They would also serve as "jumping off' points to the
semi-wilderness. These areas would resemble such vacation spots as Breezy
Point, Lutsen, and the like.

They would be readily accessible by asphalt’roads. Some, in fact, could be
located adjacent to BWCA entry roads to cater to persons who want a luxury
experience before and/or after their wilderness trip.

These resort areas would provide significant employment and, being more intensive
in things and services, would generate considerably more local income than does
wilderness travel.

CONCLUSICONS

The plan, I believe, recognizes the postulates and the goals stated earlier.
It is admittedly si:rplc yet broad in scope. It calls for major area change
and yet, given the will, is achievable in a reasonable time frame. The issue is
whether or not the benefits would be worth the considerable effort of doing

what this plan calls for. I believe they would be.

ALTERNATIVES
Often in contemplating a course of action that appears scary, it helps to consider
the alternatives. While there are undoubtedly many, here are extreme alternatives.

Keep Doing What We're Doing

The trexds are clear and cbvious. Hard top roads have been built to the very

edge of the BWCA and major entry points created, with paved parking, etc. Timbering
and the construction of timbering roads within the BWCA has been and is still
permitted. We are now considering placing a mine and refinery immediately

adjacent to the BWCA.

Private land holdings, resorts and permanent camps exist on the very edges of
the BWCA. Pecple are now entering the BWCA who clearly consider it

recreational area and who apparently have no idea of proper »ﬂ.ujt."ﬂESS behavior.
In a short time (I judge less than ten years) contimuation of present prac
will see the transformation of the BWCA to something like the present &mfilnt
Trail. Your plan, I believe, reinforces this direction.

If this happens, the area will clearly have lost its wilderness character and hence
its uniqueness. It will no longer be the focus of attraction to pecple seeking

a wilderness experience. This focus will move perhaps to Canada. Alot of
vacation money will move with it. Finally, my children and grandchildren will

-4=




never have the wilderness experience I and others have enjoyed here in
Minnesota.

Lockup
We can "lockup" the BWCA, permit no entry to amy but qualified persons trai

in the arts of wilderness . Allow the area around the to develop
as it will in a laissez faire fashion.

While this thecretically would preserve the wilderness, it would sig
increase ﬂl.].l':l“lbLT\ ive and expenses. It would not add and p
detract from the local economic bas: Finally, it kGL.ld i
enjoyment of this region to a very s o PO

doubt that this is a politically stable solution for this »c"v Teason.
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

558 5 ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 58102

December 2, 1975

Ms. Donna Schiller
President
League of
67 East

The League of
Women Voters
Army Corps of
Mississippi River

We are enclo a copy of a letter sent to wernor Wendell
Anderson pp i atorium on dams and c
projects

ary

area to allow barges

For the reasons stated in the enclosed letter we support your
opposition to the proposal.

Sincerely yours,

Jerry Jenki
President
League of Women Voters of Minneso

ta

J3/jm
Enc.

TELEPHONE 224-5445




Hay 1, 1972

The Honorsble Vendell R. Anderscn
Governur of Hinnesota
St. Faul, Minncaota 55101

Dear Governor Andersen,
The League of Wemen Voters of Minnesota endorses the following resolunicn:

Subject : moratorium on dams and channelization prejects cf the U.5.
Army Corgs of ingincers and 5oil Coenservation Service.

khereas, the evidence is mounting that doms and channelizaticn
projects oo not in fact s.live the problams of {locd contrel,
poeliution cuntrol, recreational necus, and the provision ol
land for agriculture and devélopment;

kWhereas, in fact, these encincoring sclutions jroduce a sipnificont
adverse ecological impact on the physical and biocicgical
envircrment

Vhercas, timu is needed to asszess the true costs of these practices
. in torms of depletion and degracvaticn of cwr natural ressurcus;
and to plan a naticnal jrogran of “envircmuental recon-
structicn;”

Fhereas, altemative protective peasures, such as floodplain zoning,
and progrems fur acguisition, protecticn, and reclamaticn of
wetlands should be encouraged;

Therefore be it res.ived, that the Governcr of the State of Minnescta
refuse approval of all requests for Corps of Lngineers dams,
5C3 F.L, 566 projects and channelizaticn proposals, and
withdraw support oo those jarojecio alrcady autnurizea but
for which ccntracts have not yot been let,

Ve appreciate your consideration of the above rescluticn.

Sincerely,

2
Kary iAmn HeCoy, President Mary Brascugli, Chairman
League of Women Votors = Himmescta znvirommental juaiity




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

BEES WABASHA, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55102

We look d t e T 2 information about
conference.

Sincerely

:
277 LA ,/’/ﬁ/é/d {'??;-r,:'_l

Mary Poppléton,
Environmen

c
{ (8
1LLLL1LL\
Nancy Latiper,

Environmen

TELEPHONE




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

TELEPHONE 2




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

Dear

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota does not
have information on pollution which can be sent
out to students. We are always happy to help with
any specific studies you might be doing, and some
things in our files are available for your use if
you would care to come into the office.

We refer you to the following places:
The League of Women Voters of

can tell you the League publications which are avail-
able, and if they do not have copies on hand, will
order them for you.

Paul Public Library has a bibliography of
publications available for use - 90 West 4th Street,
224-3383.

A newly established Environmental Library at 1222
S.E. 4th Street has been established to fill this
need. Students are welcome to use the facilities

the basement of the S.E. Branch Library, open
1 to 10 p.m. Monday-Friday; 12 to 5 p.m. Saturday
and Sunday. Phone - 331-8025.

Sincerely,

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESO

TELEPHOMNE
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October 31, 1873

onorabhle Wendall P. Anderson
Governor of Minnesota
State Capitol
St. Paul, Minnesota

Dear Governor Anderson:

The League of Women Voters inesota is concerned
over the fuel s Cag threat that air
quality standards will be relaxed to allow the
burning of high sulfur coal as suggested by President
Hixon.

tuat innaes
severe enough that such measures eing comtem-
plated?

He urge a massive campaign to encourage conservation
of energy before variances be considered.

Sincerely,

Mary Ann HeCoy
State President

Hary Watson
Chairman, Environmental Quality

HM/MH/fm
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ot W, Third street
Oconomowoo, Wis, 53066
July 29, 1971

Mra, Sam. B. 'H.d\:wull,l’resmant
LWV of Copper Country

222 Hubbell street

Houghton, Miohigan 49931

Dear Hary,

We have no objections to your writing your Cgngressmen Ruppe encouraging
aotion to stop further pollution of Lake Supérior and indicating your
support of on=land disposal for all taconite tallings from tha Reeserve
Mining Company.

fhe only thought that ocours to me is that you might wish to use some
such ternm as "sultable™ land since thare are obvicusly some lands that
would not be best used for taconite tdlings anymore than the waters of
Superlorl

As you may know Resorve has hired a private counselling firm to develop
a comprehensive plan fory dleposal of 1ts wastesy the EPA expeots to
recaive the report in September, so I am sure we will 211 be watohing
for news about that,.

I am assuming you will sond a carbon of your letter to Mrs. Donald
Glusen, if you have not already dome so, for her information.

Sinecerely,

Mrs. Richard Whalen
1st V.P.~Program




ou have any cbjections to our sending the

Live. Py Pkt JUL 2¢

272 Bubbell Stzest

Houghton, Michigan 49931

The Homovsble Fillip E. Ruppe
809 Boune Offlco Bullding
Hashingten, DG, 20515

Degey lr. Rupped

Tho Loagus of Women Veters of the Cepper Comtry
dispossl for o1l tesomite tallings fyroa
1 eny. Wo wge prompt eoticn to
poliution of Leke Supsrior.

Sinco 1969, lLoagues eoross the coumtry havo

oppased the usa of public watera ea & dlgposel site for
vastes end dredglags, portl rly frem privete conceind.

Sineevaly,

Era. S8ga B, Tidwell
Fregident

cgs Tho Nonoruble Firlip B, Ruppe
Toedlpnd Roed
Roughton, Mishizen 49931




Hay 27, 1971

United National Commission for
Department of State U. 5. A
Washington, D. C. 20520

Attention: Environmental Education Conference

Dear Sir:

I am extremely sorry, but the League of Women Voters of
Minnesota does not have the funds in its budget to send
to this conference.

Although we are well & e of its importance and value,
budget does not allow for ything of this sort at thi

and I'm afraid I cannot a rd to come paying my own

Sincerely,

Mrs. William
1506 - 6th A
S8t. Cloud,
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“LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

o F T HE, UMITETD S TATES

1200 SE‘VENTEENIH STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D. €. 200346 TEL. 294-1770

Mrs. Leland Powers

Water Resources Chairman
League of Women Voters of Minn,
4157 Ensign Avenue North

Hew Hope, Minnesota

Dear Mrs., Powers:

Thank you for the copy of the Corps report on their planning for water
resources development in the S5t, Croix River basin., I found it very
interesting. Remembering the difficulties that arose when League mem-
bers wished to take action concerning the Northern States Power instal-
lation on the S5t, Croix and could not because the Leagues in the basin
had come to no agreement, I want to remind you that now may be the time
“ " to begin work on the St. Croix,
Fira Prevident
Mry, William M. Christophenan
Action to support or oppose Corps recommendations will require study
and agreement among the Leagues in the basin area, If basin Leagues
Mrs. Donald E in Wisconsin and Minnesota agree on what they want, the two sta Leagues
Green Boy. Wikemin | 2 551d also act in support of that decision if they wished, F aps the
combined organization clearing house in the Twin Cities area & £ like
to follow developr 8 on the St. Croix. The water committees of the
tremsurer | Le3gues in the St, Croix basin might like to work together in such a
Mt B Lo . They could keep their members informed and also supply such a
Chompoign, Ilisch | g to Leagues whose members @ the 5t. Croix and Leagues that
& be affected by decisions concerning its management. I doubt
tars. David G. Br agues as far down the ssissippi as St. Louis need be considered
Durhosm, Nerh Coro a5 ected Leagues even though I see thac the Corps is ranging that far
M K W, Grawne in listing areas that would benefit from an impoundment of the St, Croix.

Horsdole, New Yo

Secretory
M. Evgone H. 5

Mrs. Charles W, Johman . - : rai) P - o : ? A
I have been in touch with the Corps about their new interest in three
types of alternative pla for ma izing--
economic values in the national interest at less cost,
environmental values, and
regional development,

In this connection, you might note the top lines of pg.47 in the May 1968
BATIONAL BOARD REPORT. I have loaned the material about this new develop-

Mo Ber ment in Corps planning to the chairman of the Susquehanna Inter-League
Wellesley Hill Mowochuie®s | 6ouncil, When it is returned, I will send it on to you.

1f the League wants to participate in the decisions for the St. Croix, I
strongly suggest that you start to work with Col. Hesse as suggested in
My, William H. Weed | his letter and on pg.48 of the May 1968 NBR. I would like to think that
Bledesburg, Marylend | from now on the Corps is going to take a really broad gage approach to
basin planning, I do think it's giving somewhat more attention to
XECUTIV 1o
Miss Disie Droke




Mrs. Leland Powers -- june 18, 1968 -- 2:

values other than navigation and flood control. However, we have
no proof yet that either environmental or regi
emphasis is going to mean less emphasis on Corps-construct
The section on local and state League action (pp.47-48 of the May
1968 NBR) may be of some help. Looking at the list on top of pg.47
you have the bour y compact for the St, Croix as basin machinery.
Is the compact pission working on a comprehensive plan £

8 the Corps consulted the Boundary Commission?
first complete paragraph on pg.48 describes just such a situa
as that in which you may find yourselves,

While the Corps has not yet asked for authorization of a
the 5t. Croix, the preliminary study seems to me to suggest that
recredtion, water power, and water supply benefits may be used to
help obtain a favorable benefit cost ratio for such a project.

rness, recreation, and canceing do not give

since they involve racher few people,
:rvoir lakes or in deep 1 channels help to ir

benefit, Flood control is always tempting to locali
because it is y to identify the pri

ood control project and, therefore, the local contribution is
small, Flood control is a non-reimburseable benefit,

am going to include a description of the authorizing of projects
by the Omnibus Rivers and Harbors Act, I prepared this for amother

League in answer to an inquiry, but I think it might be useful to you,

You might want to write to Senator Mondale for information about
the Corps interest in the 5t. Croix.

Sincerely yours,

Q;.

0 51;5 uhd’

1s/meo Mrs. C.F.5. Sharpe

enclosures Program Specialisc
Water Resources

¢.c,: Minn, State League
Mrs, Johnson
Mrs. Clusen




Authorization, Study, and Construction of Projects by

The rps gineer

Later this month (June 1968) the House will hold five days of hearings on
projects proposed for inclusion in the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1968, At
present no bill exists. Corps survey studies that have been completed and
reviewed by states, by other federal agencies, by the Board of Rivers and
Harbors, and by the Bureau of the Budget come to the Public Works Committee,
The comnmittee hol hearings on these projects, one by one, The Corps opens
with an explanation of a project, usuvally, and then supportors and opponents
of it speak. At the close of the hearing the committee meets in executive

i nd decides, project by project, whether each should be included in
the authorizing bill. (I am told that no project is put forward if opposed
by the government and congressmen of the state in which the project is to be
located,) This is the way an omnibus rivers, harbors, and flood control bill
is written,

I am speaking of this in some length because one of the effective places to

oppose a Corps project is at the authorization stage; i.e., at the Public

Works Committee hearings on river, harbor, and flood control projects, If

a project is not authorized, it will not be built, Once a project

authorized, the next point of possible attack comes at the time appropri-
ions are considered. Many authorized projects have not been built because
nds have not been appropriated, but authorization is always & strong argu-

ment for appropriation,

who wish to save some area in its present condition really ld starc

farther back 1long before stage of project authori
ramphlet Water Resources Develop

zineers, recommeénded in the water

ATIONAL BOARD REPORT, you know that the starting point of

the Corps survey on which later authorization is based

of a local Congressman or Senator, the House or Senmate Public
Works Committee may either include authorization for & survey in the omnibus
river and harbor and fleood control bill or in a separate bill or the committee

adopt a resolution authorizing a review of previous reports to see whether

recommendation by the Chief of Engineers is now justified,

ally only those local people who desire a project are paying attentio
stage. But this int, when the Representative or Senator is asking
stud is a time when opponents of the proposed project should mé
ir views known to their congressional delegation, The next points
pression of views are,
1) at the time funds for the study are before the Public Works
Subcommittee of the Appropriations Committee in each house, and

2) at the hearings held by the Corps to ascertain the views and
the desires of local people,
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4157 Ensign Ave. HNe.
New Hope, Minnesota 55427
June 21, 1968

Mrs. C.F.5., Sharpe

Frogram Specialist, Water Rescurces

Leagus of Womsn Voters of the United States
1200 Seventesnth Straet, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20036

Dear Mrs, Sharpe:

Thank you for your lstter of June 1%, regarding the 5%. Croix River, I
eouldn't agree with you more about the Lsagues in Minnesota and Wisconsin
getting together to study and come to some agreement on the St. Croix. I
Alscussed this with the president of the 85t. Croix Valley Laagus when we were
at Convention, and again on June 14, when she attended owr Leadership Workshop,
I had asked them to attend the Minnesota-Wisconsin Boundary Ares Commission
meotings and send me a resume of the meetings thinking it would serve two
purposes. First, it wvould relieve me of having to attend the meetings which
are held in Hudson, Wiseonsin; and second, I was hoping it would stimilate
their intersst in the St. Croix. Whem I spoke to har last week, they had not
been able to determine when the meetings were held.

I am watching with interest the Wild Rivers bill which shou'd be before the
House by the tims this letter reaches you (according to owr information). If
this should pass the House and a compromise is worked out betwesn the Senate
and Houss versioms, I understand that the Corps' dam would be out., BEven
without this it appears that we may not get the dam. I see from your &nclosure
Auth tion, Stud on of Pro £

that "no project is put forward if opposed by the...congressmen of the state,"
In Mrs. Clusen's Mamorandum of May 23, 1968, she indicated that Senators Nelson
and Froxmire of Wisconsin and Semator Mondale of Minnesota appeared before the
Senate Subcommittes on Appropriations in opposition to "the includion of funds
in the budget for a Corps of Engineers survey preparatory to building a food
gontrol dam on the St. Croix River, along the boundary betwesn the two states.®
But I am more concerned at this time that if the Wild River legislation passes
and the St. Crolx becomes designated as a wild river, vhat approach should the Leagues
then take?

Finally, I need to know the lsague position regarding the "nondegradation®
standard issued February 3, 1968, by Secretary Udall. It is possible that this
might apply to the St. Croix River,

I think we are moving right along on water in Minnesota. My only regret is that
I vi1l not be around to ses the frults of our effort. My husband is being
transferred to Houston, Texas, and we will be moving in August. However until
the moving van backs up to my door, I will keep working on water in Minnssota.

Tours very truly,

Hrs. Leland Powers, Water Chairman

eo: Mrs. Clusen

A
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January 18, 1963

Mrs. Grady Manm

League of Women Voters of Fergus Falls
638 W, Laurel

Fergus Falls, Minnesota 56537

Dear Lols:

Thank you for sending a copy of the program for the Conference on
Water Resource Problems of the Souris-Red-Rainy River Basins and
a copy of the talk which you made there,

I must say that I am impressed with the list of speakers that you
hed: the conference welcome given by the President of the State
University, the conference opened by the Director of the Water
Rescurces Research Institute, the Chief of the Basin aud Project
Planning Branch of the Corps of Engineers from Bt. Paul, the State
Conservationist speaking for the U,5, Department of Agriculture,
When I see as the other speakers Mr, James Quigley - the Commis-
sioner of the Federal Water Pollution Control Aduinistratiom,

Mr. Gottschalk - the Director of the Buresu of Sport Fisheries
and Wildlife, our good friend Eugene Eaton - the Associate
Director of the 0ffice of Water Resources Research, and Gordon
Gray - the Chairman of the Commission itself, 1 must say that

the League of Women Voters of Mimmesota and the League of Women
Voters of Horth Dakota have surely established a reputation in
the Red River Valley of the North, This is a2 reputation that
they well deserve, I am sure,

Actually, I heard of the conference in October, just before it
wag held and just before I left for a 3-weeks trip to the Land
and Water Use Seminsre of 1967 at Denver, Portland, and Omaha.
And who do you suppose telephoned to tell me that the Leagues
of Women Voters of Hinnesota and North Dakota were spomsoring
this conference? MHr. Henry Caulfield, the Executive Director
of the Water Resources Council, himeelf,

I had not thought about the whole span of League water activity
in the way you presented it in your talk., It was fascinating to
see, beginning with LITTLE DROPS OF WATER and ON THE WATER FRONT
and going to the adoption of the Program in 1950 with its empha-




Mrs. Grady Mann 2 Jamuary 18, 1968

8is on regional and river basin planning and then the publication of the
Red River of the Worth, how the League's support for the Water Resources
Planning Act finally led to the formstion of the river basin comission
that i{s now going to plam for the Red-Souris Basin, I like the way you
kept bringing in the role of the citizen and the relationship between the
citizen and the govermmental orgenizations.

1 am going to send a copy of the program and your talk om to Carolym Moore,
I know she will be fascinated to see what is happening., She ssks me oftem
about the Red River of the North. In March, all the Leagues of the Lake
Erie Basin will be meeting for a workshop in Cleveland to consider regional
planning for the basin. One of their main speakers is going to be Mr,
Baymond Clevenger, the newly appointed chairman of the Great Lakes Basin
Commission, Isn't it intevesting to think that both these areas in which
Carolyn has been interested are mow at the river basin commission stage.

1f copies of KNOW YOUR RIVER BASIN would be useful to you, I think we
could send 10 or more without any charge. We still have quite a large
nusber of copies on hand and the publication is out of date., You will
need to read it quite critically and probably need to prepare additiomal
questions, perhaps additional questions for each section, I think it
would be very interesting to take KNOW YOUR RIVER BASIN and adjust it to
today's world, the water problems with which we are now concerned, md
the governmental operations which are going on to meet these problems,
Perhaps you people in the Red River Basin would be willing to be the
pace-setters in this asctivity. I have long knowm that KNOW YOUR RIVER
BASIN should be updated, but I really have not had time to turn to it.

As you say, it will be important to keep on with League work in the basin
in ovder to be abreast of the thinking and plamning in the commission, 1f
you stop now, the final plan will seem more then League members are pre-
pared to cope with, and the Leagues really will not have yardsticks veady
to use in judging whether to support or object to the cosmission's pro-
posals,

Although the League was the only citizens group that worked for the Water
Resources Planning Act -- and worked so hard that we have alwsys beem con-
sidered as one of the effective forces in its passage -- we really have no
way of lkmowing whether this is going to be a successful device, After all,
once & bagin plan is made, there must be some other kind of basin govern-
mental machinary to carry it out, BSince the League is the organization
most interested in government and in water resources at the same time, it
will want always to be looking ahead to the possibilities for an arvange-
ment for menagement and aduinistration.

It will be possible for the League to continue work of this sort as long
as water remains on the national Program, which is something for the loecal
Leagues from the Red River area to consider when they go to natiomal Con-
vention.

Sincerely yours,

LS:1llw Mra, C., F, §. Sharpe
cc: State LNV Progrom Speclalist: Water Resources
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Hinnesota~¥Wiseonsin Boundary Ares Commission
Duluth, Septeswber 28, 1967

The format was similar to the tone used in August at Fudsen. Mrs. Alexamier of
the Dmluth LWV alse covered the mesting.
Wm. ¥ealton reviewed agencies having te do with mensping fireat Leakes resources.
We had net prepared and simply resd a list which we should ask him for if we don't have it.
The feeus of this meeting war the Oreast Lakes smd the question of whether the BAC
thoudl cencernm iteself with Superior problems er wether there were other agencies
slresdy equipred te do this. Theysso saked agency pecple snd legislators in
that ares from beth states whether they wwitld like to see the FAC invelwed. Small
groups were formed to diseuss these quentions.

In my groupfwe were lucky te have Mr. Bergerud who menojolized s good share of the
time with a matter of 'priveate intersst'; mamely, his own eabin on the Nemakogsm whieh
he wants for himself snd his childrem. Fe did reire some interesting questions
sbout remunsration for the cabin- they ean sither use 1t for 25 years or be paid for
the eabin. Ny grour was more on the side of privete swnership ("When it gets to
the point that the government esm econdesm or aequire land for secenie purposes........ ]
Protlems generally r-lated to:

1. The fact that Lgke Superior is bounded by Canada, Minnessta, Wisconsin,
snd Miehigen, making tri-state and international cooperation necessary. The offendars
mow mre moatly im the US where the lurgest ports and cities are This is = knotty
protlem beesuse this hes slse becows an internatioms]l waterway in the senme of being
an scesn port. The pellutien from ses going vessels was mentioned frequenthy as
seriously affecting the Duluth harber slresdy. The dumping systems on the ships
are made for the ocean, snd there i+ nmo way for us to regulpte them. As Superier
nerrows, there is me wey to eerry off pollutsnts as there would be at ses. They talked
sbout wanting mere bodtoms under US flegs in the Oreat Lakes to ship more militery
eargo, ete. All of these guestions invelve the sgreements between rovernments whieh
gt present sesm not to be possible. I wondered whether we could be useful with sowe
'How did it haprem to Eriel?' informmtion.

¥eter pollution from Beserve Mining, the St. lLouis River, ships, ete. 1s very

Need for stendsrd interstate tuntins, Tishing snd boating resulationsl
Confliets of interest im land use, ¢/ £., tizber versus varks. In my growp,
2t lesst, there was great reluctance to allow the federal government to mmke deelsions.
Also, they looked wpon federsl ownership of land &= a bad, bed,thine, This made 1t
look dresry for Ksbetogame. We hemrd the seme old tired srguments sbout how you ecsn't
let m 1ittle ugliness and pellution stand im thé way of loesl tax révemue end prosrerity.
Antieipated industrislisstion =11 aldng the Nerth Shore will incresse pellution, it
was mid.
S« Pellution of the 5t. Louis River.
6. Coko (sp?) sslmom. This broed was introduced near the Straits of Mackinmew.
It isllarger and bresds earlier thanm native fish snd then feeds on other mative fish
snd reportedly is destroying these varieties in the lake snd streams.
7. Compe cisl versus reereational fishing interssts snd differences in rejmiations
in various states.

The people in the mrea said, yes, the BAC should be invelved in thés area, sspecially
g8 en information dispensing sgency. Odegesrd himmelf said later he thinks the FAQ
should keep its setivity narrow, acting on such mette = as the lagislature requests it
to desl with. I found the whole thing discouraring. It dossn't seem as though the
wachinery is sdeguste to regulate matters, sapd everyone sesmed to feel thet Superior
is golng to have = lot of stuff poured ints it. The optomists took the view that we
esm never poliute it becsuse it is 600 fest deep. Ineidentally, the BAC has an sdvisery
grour of lezislaters of which 1 was formerly unsware. Bargerud is one,

Marion ¥Watson
















SEMATE HFARINGS - Decenber 10 and 11, 196k

Sen. Caylord Nelson, Wiscensin, Temporary :;i.:ir:.an;;’.'fwn. Meteslf presiding

Sen. Nelscn presented facts and reasen for hesring: Federal statutory euthcrity is
needed to set standards in sppropriste instances to prevent water pelluticn before it
OCCUrss

G vernment's technicel witnesses appesred next!

U. 8. Public Heglth Service - They enter into t! matier at the request
M. povernments' request at tire of pollution at B 8
ement of water pollution is now limited to mctd

Outdoor ﬂnm‘-
such as other sites &

nel expert on effect of thermal
1 ger to water
]jfe; it is a b
die rapidly w B
algae; high tesmperst win § bad fc awn young fish. (Dr.
Tarzwell would not t ¢ 1 3 ature such as
we would have here s 1

Mr. Hcbert Brewn, Conservaticon Dept. of
Contrcl Commission, If plans I

hareful to peeple's we

)

+y State of Minn,, Exec. Engineer. Purpose of hearing
2 He read statdarde as et up by law. Effects on
recreation are considered in granting permit.

Mr, Frank Woodwerd, Dept. of Envirom Health, & Bd. of Eeslt ko legislation
&6 yot been passed re air pollu h might 1 ) ic 1th. They
have no resources or gualitied people in and  expe o edaral Gov.
U, 5, Study indicates there is 8 margin for air pellution. The Board of | h is mot
in a pesition to grant or deny permdts.

Atty Gen'ls Office of Wisc. = submitted written report.

Prof. Wm. Lord, Undv, of Wisc., Chsirman of State Joint Taxk Furce. Purpose of task force
to essenble and summarize aveileble information but not to make reco -emndeticns,

Study items: 1. Water quantity (alsc cost of changes in plant which might moke effects

less deletericus) 2, Mavigation (barge traffic 3. Fuel Power L Economic impact

The report is to be completed in February 1965,

PROPONENTS: Introduced by Judge MHeDomough
prominant in locel, state and national circles with regard to Conservation,

Chester Wilson
Water pellution, recreation, etc. Mr. Wilson spoke as neither a proponent nor oppenent
but 88 independent citizen. (If appropriste departments find plant hs mful, he is oppesed.)




Mr, Wilsen gave a brief history of the river. OSuggested we awalt findings of otate invests
gative sgencies. Aside from this he can see no harm tc the St. Croix River. 4 9 foot
channel was put in in 1938 to increase industry to Stillwster. It iswell for industry

to disburse rather than concentrate in an industrisl area. Mr. Wilson ermpheeized the need
for State authority firste nd Federal only when State falls dowm,

Mr. Esrl Ewald, Pres. of MSP. He stated that the electric load doubles every 10 yerrs.
'.I.t:oy Tike to lpep their preliminary planning 20 yesrs ahesd, This site wes selected in
19k2. Will produce electricity here at a lcwer cost, Cited history of cerporation

with state agnecieseegood citizen in comminity in which it operates. The plant can meet
stendards set up aml the plant will operste here wit}::.ut affecting recroational fecilities.
Unive cf Kinn. employed to build models of river to determine water [low. Area of
distribution is very largely for the metropolitan nr‘Ps. Transmission cost 1s leas here
by about $40,000 per yerr and constructicn cost wo be higher. If they do not build
now, would have to build in this srea in 10 5. Ges iz availsble during summer monthe
only for heating purro fust use coal for all importent plants. Sufficient gas will
not be available for

FHIDAY 'S HEARINC
Paul Thuet, atiormey for Save the 5t, Creoix committee
Art Oleon, Budeson, Wiec,., chéirman of Adr and Water Féllution Comm,

Gabrign Warren, Wisconsin, chairmsn of Save the St, Croix Comms - Boonomics does not
surpass demage

James Dunn, Marine, libsarian s n. Hisborical Scclety

Gene Mertis, Engineer, Hudson, Wise. = &t es swream flow: [low i 1 '!'a_',rlr rs Falls to
Somerset is 80 cu. ft. pr sec., = average 28 { soc, 1 wal transfer:
Water could reach 100° if river [l g5 1d be Su’ » Sesage treatment
plant directly narth=-heating iner L ch usea more ocxygen.

Carl Temple = Cocling towers weuld cost $600,000 per yesr or 1 penny per 100 kw hours.
Warm water discharge—10 hours down bay. In August we would have mest severe problem.

Dr, Mertin lasko, Assoc. Prof. of Biclogy, Unive of Wisc.

Mr, C. B, Humphrics, Chem, E\iir-:‘_r, L.--re]( d, ir Pollution: 1. Quantity of
S0y p ar in our srea, (Bguivalent to
in uhlnatu area «) 2, Does this gas vome down to
KSTP tower in 1962 by ,Jr....esaor from University.
ling winde will be from SE, Low wind velocity

creates resl problem in summer th 3. lsws are inadequate = people with respiratery
ailments, cardiac problems and old will be affected. L. Level of banks of valley -
Smoke stack of 800 feet will not be as 1 88 benks of vallaey.

Dr. Jemes Roger Fox, AMA, internal medicien. = Air polluticn can csuse ckin irritation
and lung irritation,

Other men testified as opponenta following this, some of them merely by written report.
I left the hesrings at this point and missed acout the last hour,




of size ard cost of the proposed plani. We have also heard tho plea against




hoa ting tu Indireotly I » need of 8 Cro :
i1 es oiher eiver basins) more effectively and may merit the kind of
Ioagune can give.




Fetruaxy 27, 1967

Mrss Cs Fo S, Sharpe

lsague of YWomon Votare of the United States
1200 - 1T¢h Street W

Washington, D.C.

Dunr Mre, Shazpa,

1 s mnolesing two bill. The one, E.F. 93, has juct bem introduced, and
I belicve it was the cne that the Water Pollution Coutrol Comissiom wrote
at the Governor's request prior to the session. Mre, Demeen will be ob-
serving the progrees of this bill and will elert us if there are any other
%ex inventive bills introduced, Mesmawhile, we will deliberate this b1l
in the light of the Consensus Commenmtary aud Statement of Position %0
dovelop s course of action.

ther bill anclosed, H.F. 603, a flood plaim soalng bill that has
n‘mtn e applicetion, was ,;ut togother in the Depariment of Consaxvaiion
aad is patterned after the Yiscoasin Flood Plaia Zoaing Asde The intant
i to 41y to got Sais passed pricr to flood coatrol dames golag in and then
sondng. At prunm: there jJust isn't any ls.uu).u.iau in this areas The
4iom is expocted to ccwe fréa iudustry and developerse Deouuse of
ity for s type of soning and its relation to river basin
invelving interstate waters, 1 antieipate that we should ocomtri-
# sanser Lowards the passage of this bills I will pull Seguther
sone ideas on a voter service type fact sheet and & possible statement and
gand thes in $0 you - hopefully, uext wesks [ realise this 1s going to
rely on previcus aational Water study, =ad, thorefore, the membership know.
ludgs =ay be queaticned. I, perhaps, should do an appredsal of 'I.oull agenda
items and losal CRae

Janet Hively and I had & very intercsiing conversation with Joha Haritage.
Ve sppreciste your informing us of his arrival in Minnesota. Wo will do
our beet o kugp him informed &s to Lesgue activities and to sthempt to
live up to hio confidenve in thoe Leagus.

Anncttesthiting presented cur statesent to the Semate Appropricticns Oom-
sittes - vap arked to do hey five minube Salk in thres mimuios. Sonator
Bosenmeder commexted that really we shomid jJust let the federal boys take
over and not spend the moasy at the state lovel, This was an interesting
coament ocming frem him, although this is & view expresscd in o Minnesots
Emplayers' issceisticon publication alsce

I; sgpeerance st the Houss ippropristions subccomaties was wahurrieds The
calog wes dizected towerds mors inforuaticms The vater Pollusion
1 Comsiseion meubers apprecisted cur eppearances, It was most umasual
for thes to have outside support.




At the state Board meeting on February 21, we had a lengthy discussion
sbout the metrepelitan sanitary district etudy and possible legislative
activity., The focsl point being that we needed a state Board decision
concerning aotion under the national position on Water Resources.

We have the study saterisl, the svalustion of Leagues' usé of the mater-
ial and now four bills imtroduced and being disoussed in the leglelature
erming proposals for u metropolitan sanitary dietrict. Becsuse of
k of visibls comparisions of these bills by major points, Janet
iivaly aand hor committee will attempt t¢ provide s faot shest showing
the casparisions in ochart form for use by Leagues members aud the legis-
lators - striotly voters service.

After lungthy {iscussicn, 4L was moved by the Bosrd to grant pfmilw.!.u. foxr
ud or letter sxpressiug tns L:ague's soncern thut & astropol
ot Be n.um!.. This is in line with your suggestionss The
hat this could be moet effective if used at the
Tor exampley if the solutica was wtymied on details, and
% & asod for an objective push bo get the mmohinery esotablished
fizet, Lhs details 0 be solved later.

Vor mext sotivity is the second session of the Pollution ibatement Con=
ferense ou FeLruary 26 and Harch l. e have bean iovited (o make a state-
1 - & oopy of whieh I's enclosing. Mre. Whiting will present cur infor-
BALione We will include some louval Loagae comammis from ecncemsun reporte
a8 sdditicoal fnlormations

That is 2ll for nowe Thanks for the river basin inforasticne
Binoorely,

Nre, Grady »
¥alor Resourcs.

























November B, 1966

Mre. Wijlism Whiting, President
League of Women Voters of Minnesota
State Organization Service
University of Minnesota
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455

Dear Mrs, Whiting:

We have read with interest the excellent matarial which was sent to
the Minnesota local Leagues concerning the metropolitan sanitary
district., I understood from Mrs, Mann that the Council of Metro-
politan Area Leagues had decided that it preferred not to handle
this water study and that the state Board was supervising the
preparation of materiaml, would decide whether consensus had been
reached, and would be the Board that would send out a Time for
Action if one was needed,

Mrs, Long and I have discussed the question which you ask in the
latter part of your November Ind letter, and the two of us agree
that we do not understand wvhat you mean, Canm you give us further
clarification?

You say "we would assume the national position takes precedmlu
over & QMAL position, but how much do we reconcile the t

do not have a natio mll position on arvangements for metr
sanitary districts. CMAL will have a position under its tramns-
portation study. Under the national item, the Leagues in the
Minneapolis-Bt. Paul ares may bave a position on administrative
and finsncial arvangements for joint handling of sewage, they
may decide upon a metropolitan santtary district.

Are all the Leagues in the state studying the materials om the
metropolitan sanitary distriet? Will they all be involved in
this consensus? I had thought that only Leagues in St. Paul,
Minneapolis, and its suburbs were to reach consensus on admin-
istrative and financial arrangements for waste handling. Are




Mrs, William Whiting 2 November B, 1966

you asking all the Leagues in the state to come to some general agree-
ment and then asking the metropolitan area Leagues to reach a more
detailed position?

Mrs. Long and I do not entirely unde you e

informstion to you that the CMAL Les 1ol only £ legislation
which is permissive or is enabli r not mandatory for other
cities." Tf the CHMAL Leagues a T con a plan fc nt
handling of their wastes, t zould £ su plan und

conditions which Mrs, T 1 i -- 1.0,, 3 mpulsory
only for them, If all th a gue the state come t at, then
under state League supervi A 1 Leagues could lobby for legislati

vhich might be either pers E 4 datory.

What se to be the fference of viewpoint between
wor under the w item and

suggestions hecause t now we

awaic further

Sincerely y

Mrs, C. F
Program Spec













@ LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

o F ST R E UM 1Y D

1200 SEVENTEENTH STREET, N. W., WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036 TEL.

October 14, 1966

Mrs. Grady Mann

Water Resources Chairman
League of Women Voters of Minn
638 W. Laurel

Fergus Falls, Minnesota 56537

Dear Mrs, Mann:

From state Board minutes and League bulletins, I have gathered that
Leag 3 he Minneapolis metropolitan area have decided to try

to reach consensus in connection with water quality management in
that region. ugh u asked for copies of consensus questions
£ otk < : I think these would have been of no help
u., The situations on which inter-League river basin group
have come consensus are so different that one set of question
is irrelevant to the circumstances of another group., The same
principles which govern consensus on the state level should be
applied to the joint effort of the Leagues in the metropolitan
district,

talked to one of the men on the staff the Water
ources Council about the present status of the Red River Basin
Planning Commission, He tells me that following the request from
the Gove rs, the Water Resources Council asked for a meeting
Governors from which certain recommendations developed,
The \uncll has not yet acted on the recommendations, expects
to consider them at its next meeting., The Council meets once a
quarter or oftener if necessary. When the Water Resources Council
was existing under an ad hoc a ngement before passage of the
Water Resources Planning Act, th V| ensive framework planning
study was begun on the Missouri River and this is continuing., A
similar study s been carried on for the Souris-Re The Governors




issouri River

whereas

Does ti with what

~

Program Spe lst: Water R




September

Mre. John F, Toomey, Chairman, State and Local Government
Leagus of Women Voters of the United States

1200 17th Strest, N.W.

Washington, D. C. 20036

Dear Mrs, Toomey:

Enclosed is the recent Memorandum with our answers to your guestions.
These answers are not as specific as we will be able to give you in
Koverber or December when the state Board has reached agresment on
exactly which issues we expect to be active and which we may Jjust be
observing.

We are faced with a couple of questions on legislative action on which
we could use some outside advice., We seem to go round and round on them
without reaching satisfying conclusions so perhaps your suggestions
would make the decisions easier for us. One of them relates to constitu-
tional revision. (Our itdm is listed in the Inventory.) Some of the
positions which the item states we have reached can be implemanted
through statute rather than through consititutional amendment. These
positions have always been listed in relation to constitutional revision
only. Can we support these same positions by statuta?

Another problems relates to legislative activity of our Couneil of
Metropolitan Leagues. They have not reached consensus on their trans—
portation item but expect to befors the session is very far alo T
group represents over half our membership but often legislation relat
to the Twin City metropolitan area affects other urban areas, Is it
proper to request that thedr legislative activity be channeled through
our state action chairman (they are a very independent group and resent
any restraints)? We do not want to limit their action but at the same
time we feel it important that their activities not jeopardize action
relating to state Program.

It is ['mg have action-oriented members—-but at the same time they

can prove/&°pFéblen!

We are looking forward to your activities to put the FOCU

COVERNMENT. We hope it will be available scon so that we can take more
advantage of any materials you might provide us than we were able to do
two years ago.

Sincerely,

Mrs, Wlliam W, Whiting
President
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m«ﬂ;mummmmnrmgmrmwtmommzwum»mr
crash program « all of which is very much appreciated.

" material such as this, I do it not as an informed resource person
t myself in the place of the average Leagus member who
water chairman" for her League. (Many of our Leagues do
not have a water chairman on their Board or even in an off-Board capacity for
this item is often handled by the person responsible for all national CAs and
she may or may not have same background in this subject!)

I have just a comment or two as to format. I would like to see the final
material single-spaced, with wider margins which should cut down costs not
only for production but also for mailing...a factor cur local Leagues do con—
sider as they look at cur material. When referring to Leagues, whether they
be local or state, they should be League of Women Voters of....and then the
name since this is the official way in which to refer to Leagues as provided
in our bylaws.

Any questions that seem to be raised in the material I have noted. Quite a

fow of these questions were later answered sc I wonder if the order is the very
best. Remember I was reading for the less informed and was rediing questions
which I thought she might have. I mentioned this to Lois Mamn and she was going
to read with this in mind so she may have some suggestions along this line for
you.

It is important in our rescurce material to avoid the positive statement which
appears to be so conclusive, This is always diffioult when we become informed
and do feel strongly on a subject. I have tried to point these out and make
recamendations for tempering so that those who do not agree realise that we
do acknowledge that there is room for more than one viewpoint. The word "cdr-

' was overworked asnd used too often to provide an emphasis that should
not appear in resource material.

I imow the Leaguss will find this material inbaﬂlung and I feel challenging
enough so that they will find themselves discussing and rouh.l.ng decisions. It
is unfortunate that it is not being pushed a little more as "every member"
material for about 3000 of our members. I would like to think that when it
was in its final form that all terms, etc. were sufficiently explained so that
it would stand alone and thus find its way into the community...where it should
be as welcome as it will be in the League.

We are very much indebted to you for this....metropolitan problems must be
state problems.... through the use of this material we should be opening the
door to a better understanding of all these problems by all Minnesctans.
Thanks for your leadership in this project.




Wnited Slales Denale

WASHINGTON, D.C
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

STATE GRGANIZATION SERVICE, UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA. MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55458

July 25, 1966

Mrs. C. F. S. Sharpe

League of Women Votera of the United States
1200 - 17th Street NW

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mra. Sharpe,

We would like your help in taking action under the national consensus to sup—
port the formation of a metropolitan sanitary district in the Twin Cities area,

A specific history of the development of conditions prompting this request is
given in the enclosed publications. To summarize all too briefly .

The Minneapolis-St. Paul Sanitary District was created by the 1933 State
Legislature. In 1938 a system of interceptor sewers leading to a single
primary treatment plant in the Pig's Eye Lake area of the Mississippi below
St. Paul was completed. The authorized limits of the MSPSD are those of the
Twin Cities proper. Areas adjacent to the cities may contract with either
city or the District for disposal service, At present, there are 37 such
contracting areas. MSPSD is governed by a board of seven trustees; three
from each central city and one appointed by the Governor as a member outside
the District.

The "design flow" for the original treatment plan was set at 134 mil gal/day;
this volume was reached in 1952, To meet obvious expansion needs, the MSPSD
Board of Trustees authorized a five-year $500,000 research program beginning
in 1956. Besides investigating the future needs of the District alone, this
study was to lay a plan for the expansion of the MSPSD service area i_nt.a
rapidly growing suburbs.

As the five-year study was concluded, the 1961 Legislature voted on a bill
that would create an expanded Metropolitan Sanitary District with present,
and possible future, contracting apeas being made integral parts of the
Distriet. The bill passed in the House; died in the Senate. Recognizing,
however, the crucial needs for sewage systems in the suburbs, this 1961
Legislature passed a bill which enabled a group of northern area suburbs to
form their own regional Sanitary District.

With the failure of the 1961 Metropolitan Sanitary District Bill, the trustees
| of MSPSD decided to proceed with the improvements necessary to handle

present and future demands of the area the District was then serving; the

two central cities and 24 contracting areas. In 1962 a $22.8 million

expansion was begun at the Pig's Eye plant. Recently completed, it provides

secondary treatment with a highrate activated sludge process. Since 1962,

however, 13 more suburbs have contracted to be served by the Sanitary District

80 that the expanded plant will reach capacity before 1580, its original

design year.

TELEPHONE 173




In the 1963 legislative session a bill was passed requiring that the MSPSD
present a plan for the collection, treatment and disposal of sewage over
the entire area that it could feasibly serve and to include a construction
timetable, cost estimates and possible financing methods. The plan should
be reviewed and amended, if necessary, by the state Water Pollution Control
Commission.

The MSFSD plan (design year 2000) called for a collection area of 900 square
miles to be served by expanded Pig's Eye treatment facilities, to handle 400
mil gal/day. The present contract system and goverrmental structure of MSPSD
would eontinue. Suggestion was made, however, that contracting commumnities
Join to form regional districts for contracting purposes. Construction costs
within a contracting community would be taken care of by the community concerned
Costs of common sewers and maintenance of Pig's Eye plant would be based on
sewage flow. Uhen reviewed by the Water Follution Control Commission, as
required, the basic engineering plan was approved, but the WFCC asked for the
establishment of a Metropolitan Sanitary District, which would mean replacing
the contract plan and setting up a governing board that would represent all
areas in the District based on populations.

Several bills to establish a Metropolitan Sanitary District were presented in
the 1965 session of the legislature. One of these, the Ashbach Bill, passed
the House but foundered in the Senate's Civil Administration Committee.
Reasons for its failure include the facts that the amended House bill went to
the Senate in the last two weeks of the session and that the metropolitan
legislators could not agree on specific details of financing and of repre-
sentation on the governing board.

Several suburban community groups now desire to set up separate disposal
systems. The WPCC, however, has adopted stream standards for the use of the
Mississippi and Minnesota Rivers which prohibit the discharge of any treated
sewage in the areas concerned. Two of the suburban groups have appealed
those standards, stating that they guarantee 95% treatment, and that con-
struction of regional plants would be far cheaper than permanent connections
with MSPSD or a similar agency. Relating to this crucial question of the
costs of a regional as opposed to a metropolitan approach, comparative
estimates have been made by several groups. Cost projections offered by each
of the suburban groups appealing the WPCC standards concentrate on initial
construction cost only, and each shows a $12 million saving to local residents
under the regional plant system. The Minneapolis Citizens League concluded,
on the other hand, that the somewhat greater construction costs under the
area-wide approach are more than offset by savings that this plan offers in
long-term operation and maintenance costs.

At least two bills to create a Metropolitan Sanitary District have already
been prepared for the next legislative session, opening in January 1967.
Neither, however, recognizes in their systems of financing that the core
cities, because of their location on the river, gain the greatest benefit
from use of a single treatment plant downstream. Neither bill includes in
its area South St. Paul, the worst pollutant in the area because its meat
packing plants give its inadequate primary treatment plant sewage equivalent
to that of a city 25 times its actual size. Neither bill provides for any
compromise on the single-plant concept in resp to the ar ts of the
suburban groups.




Members of the Minneapolia Water Rescurces Committee, who had prepared a
local publieation, "On the Minneapolis Waterfront!, last fall, have been
interested in forming & temporary alliance with the 31 other Leagues in-
velved in a metropolitan district plan to incorporate a study of the District
with the tax incentive study this fall in preparation for taking action in
the legislative session under the national consensus. Our study should
supplement the fall consensus study material and will broaden membership
education in & most critical area of intergoverrmental relations. They have
contacted over half of the Leagues concerned and have found 100% interest in
such a study among them, provided that there be a small workload on those
Leagues who are already overburdened with Program preparation. These 31
metropolitan Leagues are presently organized into a League Council which is
in the process of working on a transportation item.

The Minneapolis League has suggested that it form a rescurce committee to
include representatives from the suburban groups presently appealing the
WPCC standards and a representative from St. Paul which would prepare a
publication summarizing the history of the District legislation, arguments
of the suburban groups against these bills, and the possible direction
which compromise could take based on an area-wide approach. It is suggested
that such a publication could be sent out to all the Leagues concerned as
the basis for the fall study, and that the metropolitan Leagues would be
invited to the Minneapolis briefing session in October at which questions
concerning the presentation of the publication could be discussed. The
publication would also be offered to interested outstate Leagues,

If any of this activity is to be pursued, the metropolitan Leagues must be
able to discuss it at their August Board meetings when they do their calendar
planning for the year. Because of this pressure of time, we must ask

for an immediate reply to the following questions:

1. Does the program as outlined sound feasible as adequate preparation
for a request for action under the naticnal position?

How has the consensus support for a) machinery appropriate to each
region which provides coordinated planning and administration, and

b) cost sharing by government and private interests in relation to
benefits received and ability to pay, been elaborated upon by other
Leagues interested in metropolitan development without teking further
consensus?

Can we direct possible action in the spring toward specific bills or
should we simply testify to our general interests in compromise within
an area~wide approach?

We assume that we must fill out a questionnaire and criteria sheet
before receiving specific permission to go shead with this program.
Should this questionnaire be signed by all of the Leagues concerned?
Would you kindly send us copies of the questionnaire? What information
should we send along with it besides what is enclosed?

Sincerely,

Mrs. Grady Mann
State Water Resources Chairman




June 1, 1966

Mrs. Grady Mann

Water Rescurces Chairman

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
638 W. Laurel

Fergus Falls, Minnesota 36537

Dear Lois:

For the first time I can visualize you as I write, and what a pleasure
it is. To me, the Land and Water Seminars' greatest dividend was
making the acquaintance of the state leaders in water work,

Thank you for the material you sent, From it I understand that Minne-
sota has been holding hearings on classification of streams within the
state. This is, of course, a separate process from setting quality
eriteria for interstate streams, as required under the Water Quality
Act of 1965, amendments to the Federal Water Pollutiom Control Act.

I have heard that some states intend to wse the standards set under
state clagsification as standards under the federal law, Whether this
is acceptable to the Secretary of Interior will depend, I am told, on
how high the standards are, When you have learned what your state
has in mind and particularly what hearings have been planned, I hope
you will let me know, I am not interested in the hearing schedule,
but I would like to know the gemeral plan, particularly whether publie
witnesses will have ample opportunity to delineate the uses for which
they wish water to be suitable,

The enforcement branch of the Federal Water Pollutiom Control Adminis-
tration tells me that the summary of the enforcement conference on the
Red River of the North went out about two months ago. This summary
sets forth the requirements decided upon by the conferees, I was told
that Minnesota was happy with the decisions, but North Dakota did not
entirely agree. In case you have not received a copy of the enforce-
ment conferemce decision summary, one is enclosed, Perhaps Moorhead
will bave greater interest in the water item now that pollution abate-
ment requirements are set for the town, BSurely Moorhead must have been
affected by the floods on the Red River. Usually when a water crisis
strikes home, interest in the water item is stimulated,
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It is probably late in the day to answer your query about handling of the enforce-
ment conference, You spoke of Mr. Kinney's depcription of dissatisfaction with
the Lake Erie conference. Perhaps it will help to put this in perspective if I
tell you that although Mr, Kinney always describes himself ss "a sanitary engineer-
ing consultant in private practive in Ann Arbor, Michigan" -- which he may well be
-- he is generally regarded as the representative of Republic Steel. That company
is a great pollutor, Mr. Kinney seems to be presemt at every water meeting.
Although what he says is couched in different ways at different times, he is
always against federsl activity that will require industries to abate pollutionm,
Mr, Kinney is & clever and plausible man, but when he talks about the enforcement
conference on lower Lake Michigan you must remember that his company (Republic
Steel) is one hit very hard by the conference decisions, It is alsc the company
that made the strongest fight againet having to reduce its pollution, As I
underatand it, the state of Illinois and the city of Chicago were emtirely in
favor of the conclusions reached in that conferemce. Indeed, their concern

about the situationm snd their cooperation with the federal agency made the Lake
Michigan conference unusually effective, But the decision went against Republie
Steel and the other polluting industries which will now be required to moniter
their discharges.

The federal government wants to use the enforcement conferemce to create publicity
for the water situstion, The state usually wants to hawe as little publicity as
possible, The federal government thinks that if citizens kmow the situationm they
will support decisions for improvement. State agencies understand the situatiom,
they are never surprised by the federal findings. Oftem in private and to trusted
people, the head of a state agency will say that the federal findings were
absolutely right and that he is glad that the federal agency is requiring clean-

@ man can tell offenders that he has no choice but to make them
obey regulations. In other words, the federal requirement is an aid to the state
agency in doing its job. But state sgencies tend to regard the federal report as
an aspersion off the efficlency and integrity of agency personnel, At the conference,
therefore, state men testify about the fine job they are doing and how everything
is under control., This is a kind of stylized ritualistic dance through wvhich the
participants go. The pattern is the same at most conferences.

The enforcement conference in itself does not make anyone do anything, as you know,
It is up to the states to put into effect the decisions reached at the conference,
As long as municipalities and industries move sahead and show good faith in trying
to bring about improvement, there is no federal crack-down. The enforcement
conference is just one way to hurry up the schedule and get people moving along,

if only slowly. Financisl assistance another method, The federal enforcement
conference i{s about the only way one state can bring pressure on another. Didn't
Minnesota's Governor ask for the conference because South Dakota was doing nothing
about its pollutiom of the Red River of the North?

Bave you heard any developments about the formation of the Red River Basin Commis-
sion under the Water Resources Planning Act?

Sincerely yours,

Mrs, C. F, 8, Sharpe
LE:llw Program Secretary
cey State LNV Water Resources
Enclosure
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October 15, 1965

man
sters of Mimmesota

gota 56537

to know that
a8 ropr ‘!t‘(l’ed at *his crfnrant conference. The
1 want to follow up on recommendstions and time-
table agreed to by the conferees, Meny state and

local Leagues are
finding that they can be effective i

help to develop commumnity
support for the changes required of their local governments to
implement the progressive effort for pollution abatement mapped out
at the enforcement conference,

Sincerely yours,

Mre, C, F. 5, Sharpe
Program Secretary
Water Resources

LS:1lw

cct State LNV
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28, 1965

Mrs. G. E. Mann, Water Resources Chairmen
League of Women Voters ol Mimnesota

638 W. Laurel

Fergus Falls, Minnesota

Dear Mra. Mann:

Your letters to the national office and letters to you seem to
crossing in route, which gives a certain disjointedness to our
exchange .

To rvecapitulate:

(1) The League of Women Voters of Hinnesota was given permission,
by telegram, to take actiom to support the federal watershed
program established by Public Law 566, In other words, the
state League could oppose Mr, Torrison's proposal to abolish

the watershed program in the state of Minnesota,

(2) Attention was called to the differences between the
Boundary Water Coumission which would be established by an
interstate compact between Wiscomsin and Minnesota and the
river basin commissions made possible under H.R, 1111,

It was suggested that the League of Women Voters of Minnesota
communicate with the League of Women Voters of Wisconsin concerning
the compact proposals and that attentionm be given to other suggestions
for the 8t. Croix River -- nationsl riverway, recreation area, wild
river.

From what I have seen in the newspapers I believe that the Worthern
States Power Company mow has permission from the State of Minnesota
to build its plant near Stillwater, If the Leagues in Mimnesota in
the 8t. Croix Valley and the Lesgues in communities which use and are
interested in the St, Croix Valley wish to participate in any way

in future decisions about development of the walley, they should start
now to inform themselves and come to a joint position on what they
want in this valley, Omly after consensus has beem reached on this
value judgment and yardsticks established against which the state
Board or a regional committee can measure specific proposals will the
Leagues be able to take action under the mational water item, This
work will need to be carried on under the joint supervisiom of yours
and your opposite mumber in Wisconsin,




Mrs, G, E. Mann 2 May 28, 1965

1 should think that the recent floods in Minnesota would have given lmpetus
to keeping and enlarging the watershed program if it is being developed to
encourage retentiom of water in the upstresm areas, If League members are
informed and really believe that drainage has gone too far, what opportunities
would the League have to take action against extension of drainage? Can your
Leagues carry on some Go-and-See projects or get sowme specific informatiom
about whether watershed projects in Minmesota emcourage rapid drainage or

hold water back on the land? It seems to we that this is an important basic
question whose answer the League of Women Voters of Minnesota should find out
for itself,

,J)L!n:!.un ni l:ha D.nd n!.vor of the North,
re is potl.ltlr‘u from sugar beet and potato processing as well
L paste from Moorhead, Fargo, and Fergus Falls, If your state
water sgency asks the League of Women Voters of Minnescta to speak at the
enforcement confer , the League may do so if it has information pertaining
to the conditior e of the main stem or tributaries of the Red
River, HNo date h ren set for the conference, but in th
you would want to be ecting Information fr

If you look in the NATIONAL BOARD REPORT for May 1964, p, 3
suggestions and advice comcerning testimony at enforcement conferences.
Please let the national office know if t‘hr L-v'auw is asked to testi

whether or not y¢ t the
of your statement to the matio

F. 8. Sharpe
Program Secretary
Water Resources
L8:llw

ect State LWV




May 14, 1965

Mrs, William W, Whiting, President
League of Women Voters of Minnesota
State Organization Service
University of Minnesots
Mimnneapolis, Minnesota 55455

Dear Mrs, Whiting:

At the post-Council meeting of the national Board, the national
Water Resources Committee comsidered the request of the League
of Women Voters of Minnesota to take action in support of 8.F,
1357 and H.F. 1467 “creating a Minnesota-Wisconsin Boundary

Area Commission and providing for the joinder ... in » compact

with the state of Wisconsin,”

In the letter from Minmesota's water resources chairman, Mrs,
Grady Manny said that this request for permission to act under

the naticnal water item is requested "Because of the League
regponse to the Call for Action for the Water Resources Plamning
Act.” The national Board's Water Committee wonders whether the
commission proposed in 8.F, 1357 has been confused with the river
basin commissions made possible under Title II of the Water
Resources Planning Act, now waiting for Conference Committee
comsideration, 8.F, 1357 proposes setting up an interstate compact
and creating s commiveion of five mewbers from each stete to carry
out the provisions of the proposed compact., This bi-state compact
commission would elect its own chairmen, Creatiom of the proposed
compact and compsct commission would be the result of acticn by the
states of Wisconsin and Mimmesota; subject toc the approval of the
Congress as all interstate compacts are,

The river basin commissions for which s framework will have been
created vhen the Water Resources Planning Act becomes law are to
be made up of represemntatives of the federal government snd one
repressntative from each of the basin states. The chairmen is
to be appointed by the President of the United States. It is
clearly understood that basin commissions will be created only
vhere and when it is determined that they are needed. The bill
expressly recognizes and safeguards interstate compacts as
another plamning mechanism which can be used (nstead of a river
basin commission,




Mre, William W, Whiting == May 14, 1965

The national Board's Water Rescurces Committee does not understand how
League response to the Time for Action on the Water Resources Plamning
Act is conmected with support for 8,F, 1357,

The proposal for the dary Area Commission should instesd contribute
te long-range planning and might have prevented much of the trouble on
the §t. Croix, However, the national Board has had no indicatdon that
the members of the League of Women Voters of Minnesota have made any
study of the St. Croix or the upper Mi ippl problems and have come
to any conclusion on what they want from these rivers. League members
are not asked to come to consensus on a particular bill but they must
have arrived at a general position before the “proper Board" is able to
judge whether a specific bill is in line with League position, What
information has the LWV of Minnesota given its members? Does the
Mimnesota Board feel sure that this bi-state compact will wmore suitably
meet the interests of your members than the St, Croix National Semnic
Waterway bill introduced into the Senate in January 1965 by Semator
Mondale of Minnesota and Senator Nalson of Wisconsin? What does the
state Board of the Wisconsin LWV say about the interstate compact?

The League of Women Voters tries never to have its Leagues take positions
in opposition to ome another It is better for a League to do nothing
than to take a stand which other League will publicly oppose., It is
possible that the League of Women Voters of Wisconsin, having no Leagues
in the St, Croix Valley, might say it had no concern in the arrangemmmt,
and whatever the Minnesots Lesgue decided would be all right, But surely
you should know this definitely before you consider action, In case you
do not have readily available the names of your opposite numbers im
Wisconsin, they are:

Mrs., Donald E, Clusen, President
League of Women Voters of Wisconsin
820 Allouex Terrace

Green Bay, Wieconsin 54301

Mre. Bdward Wisnewsky, Chalrman
National Item IV - Water

League of Women Voters of Wisconsin
8318 W, Wisconsin Avenue
Wauwatsosa, Wisconsin 53213

Accompanying Mrs, Mann's letter was material relsting to the Criteria for
action, As explained in the MATIOMAL BOARD REPORTS for May 1964, p. 41
and September 1964, pp. 17-18, "Criteria™ is intended to help the loeal
or state Board evaluate whether the action they are proposing is suitable
under the national item, When permission is requested from the natiomal
Board, the answers to all relevant questions om the "Questiomnaire" should
accompany the request for permission, MNote particularly 1- b, ¢, and d
and 3- a and b of the Questiomnaire,




Mre, Willism W, Whiting May 14, 1965

Mra. Rosenblum informed you by telegram that the Minnesota League could take
sction in your state legislature in support of the federal watershed program

(7L 566) .

r Committes had insufficient informatiom to be
ut proposals in r state legislature r
L 38 this is covered by stace
necessary to supply the Board members, the
the informsti

Program Becretary
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We missed you at Board meeting and I am not too sure that we did justice to your
problems as & result, We did attempt to reach some solutions but I am afraid
we just "wallowed" around in all the water!

Unfortunately not many had ‘I-.» time to rr»--gﬁ)y'u“ interesting report on
NSP and your meeting the hydra 1

attention to the two Commissions or t’l? ruhlic our national st: and

in Mrs. Sharpe's latest letter. A

this is the time because they do not s

position effects us — no doubt this is due to ti

coma sufficliently involved in this national item,

wee should perhaps concentrate

Commis: ::f-sui]-

feet of water.

I am just a bit and
sudden. "‘L r rﬂ*niﬂn- t'h-: letter I talk

so she says was fc i to .\11’
confﬂrre'd

not und c-“dt-m’

reach h I r erest
procead w{t\ the kird of study that ‘15 needed.

you got to St. C A know

do something really worthwhils in elr
I believe that this could be used as pilot rru"-"t,
type activity of other Leagues ocutstat

state agermcies d

e provisional sta t.us for ‘orth"inlr- and Cloqﬂﬂt
Board meeting ting through t

MEMO aft: will then concentrate on cur

is a big maili Do you want s material to k i

to save it for August and then be sure it is up-to-date as & result of

legislature's activity?

I was wondering sbout the National Watershed o8 in Bioux City April 2°

and if you thought thare would be anything of -th‘.c\ll.i' use and Intﬂ:‘!-st to

and the Leagues. I did not know L would but if it is not |

and it would be useful the Dos pproved your going—r you ts it from

Mrs. rl thought Mrs. F

would be innerested in worldng with you on the

Could you sumsarize f "sater activity" in Minn. since the mnmual roport and
any suggestions you migl i f the item

natdo Board is crncarnr:r_‘ ; d at Counedl....tk




April 16, 1965

Mra, Grady Maon
. f #omen Voters of Minnesota

ca 56537

A copy of the April 9 letter to you from Mre, Deneen and Mrs, Barl
of the ue of Women Voters of st, Puul cemd to =y deak last week,

the 1 g ir n 8t, C ix valley and ad jacent Leagues in Ehe
pervic I t gt, Croix (which migl include use for recreatlon
8 well as water & pply, sewage disposal and hydrop wer) wish ko

sther to study t n the hope of srriviag at agresment,
tainly msy do o, FEOE s1l decisions about the St. Croix
not be uade edistely oven though April 28, 1955, is the dead=
2 the Borthern States Power Plant. Unleoss the
sbined study and rive at & p.s.nhm
w in support of speciiic
be interstate aud
sperate under the } Jupe alon of a two state Boards.

n Votars of Minnesota wish € make any

% the proposed < sastruction of the Northern

1f go, the state Board must be

terms of the League's national

g acceptable to
sl iuterest, machinevy

administration can come inke belug,

s citizem povticipation iR decision making,
2y the support of the League membership in the vegion

guch statements, (3) that permisslon from the natiomal Board

btained,

with respect to (1) - this does not mesn & reiteration of the national
position, Unless significent comments can be made upon the loeal
problem in line with the rational positliesm, it is useless to appear

{n person OT in print, The Leagus can hardly expect the public
offieials to be interested in a re-statement of the position which




April 16, 1965

the League cxpressed in 1960, It may well be that the Leagues of
Minnesots and Wisconoin are mot in a position to make any meaningful
statement because they did mot start to work to

on & basin basis, Leagues are always in favor of ;lnnning

certainly this should be
process, it is necassary
I suspect the Leagues in
have not agreed upon the

done for river basins. Boom, he p

to rvaise the question, “plamning for ulull“
the St, Croix valley and ilts service area
answer to this questiom,

Sincerely your

Mrs, €. ¥F. 8. Sharpe
Program Secretary
¥ater Rescurces




February 24,

Mrs, Grady Mann

Water Resources Chairman

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
638 W, Laurel

Fergus Falls, Minnesota 56537

Dear Mrs. Manng

1 cannot at this time go into the St. Croix River situation. I
am sure that you saw the material put out by the Save the 5t.
Croix Committee and I presume also that you received copies

of Senator Nelson's presentation. As you know, he and Semator
Mondale have introduced a bill to establish the 5t. Croix National

Scenic Waterwgy. With the Administration's emphasis on preserva-
tion of a desirable total enviromment, this bill may have a greater
future thar might have been anticipated in earlier sessions of
Congreas.

You are in a better positiom to judge the facts than I am here,
The Morthern States Power is hardly an impartial witne In
considering what state and fedemal agency men say, it is necessary
to preserve considerable skepticism. All of them can be very
persuasive, You really have to pick and choose what seems true

and reasonable, Sometimes reality lies mid-way between. This is
not 8o say that either group is untruthful, but their orientatiom
is sometimes quite different., Nor is the differemce always between
state and federal agencies. Sometimes, as you know, agencies on
one level of government do not always agree with agencies on the
same level, I think we should not be discouraged by this., Perhaps
conflicting plurelism is a grest deal better than monolithic unity.
Out of all this welter of conflicting statements, some moderste
reasonable attitude does usunlly come,

I bave found that talking with ome group usually gives me the basis
for questions to ask another group, who in turn supplies insights to
go on to propoments of the first or still another viewpoint, It is
important to aveid believing too easily and quickly what one is told.




Mrs. Grady Mann -la February 24, 1965

I certainly will be glad to see your Fact Sheet!

In answer to your other questions -- (1) We have told Leagues for many years
that they could not take up the study of water law becawse this bad mot

been a part of the originel League study on which our natiomal position was
baged, To alter the foderal laws would require actiom by all Leagues through-
out the country. I think that you will want to comsider whether the proposal
to study "watershed laws in Minnesots" suggests considering the state laws
dealing with watersheds, the application of the federal laws in the State of
Minnesots only, Under either of these two circumstances it might be a suitable
activity for the League of Women Voters of Minnesota. Actually nobody is
ever going to tell a Lesgue that it camnot study something. However, after
study, the state Lesgue could ask for permission to act only if the action
proposed affected only Minnescts and was in accord with the national positiom,

(2) Matching funds for the Land and Weter Comservation Fund could be
supported if the nationsl Board is convinced that the relationship to water
is close, The nationsl Board did give permission to the State of Washington
to support legislation which will be the source of such matching funds
because in that state it was clear that the lands be purchased were all
shorelines c I would suggest that you investigate this matter
further, < 964 WATIONAL BOARD REPORT, p. 18, pavagraph 2, points
out a restriction, As you remember from the discussion at natiomal Comvention,
there s mo intention of turning this item into a 1 reecreation item,
he national Board is aware of 1 ased League interest in

water-based recreation. While the Board is unwilling to

load of all Leagues by taking up this aspect of water
resources nationwide, many curremt proposals for recresticmal uses of water
are in harmeny with the League's position on water resources (see NATIDNAL
BOARD REPORT for May 1964, pp. 35-36).

(3) The 1 League or someone actinj for the er-League group can
{nitiste requests for permission to act but the national Board will want to
know whether the state League has been consulted and whethar the state Board
approves of the suggested action, The national Board has thus far net
given its permission for actiom without being sure that the astate Board
thinks {t a good thing,

It is fascinating to kmow that all this activity i{s gedng on in Misnesota
under the natiomal water item, and I assume under some local Litems as well.

I will certainly see that it is called to the attention of the national
Board's Committee om Water Resou %, I am glad tc see that represemtatives
of Leagues on the Red River Basin will be following the suggestion of the
national Board in the January 1965 NATIONAL BOARD REPORT, p. 23, in reviewing
their position,

Sincerely yours,
Mra, C. ¥, §, Sharpe
Program Secretary
LS:llw Water Resources
ecc: Stace LNV

Eoclosure













January

Miss Myrtle Hillestad

League of Women Voters of Silver Bay
83 Outer Drive

Silver Bay, Minnesota

Dear Hiss Hillestad:

The Water Resources Research Act was p ed in the S8th Congress
and is mow Public Law 88-379, An ¢ of Water Resources
Research was set up in the Department of Interior, The 88th

ress appropriated $1,465,000 for the Office of Water Resources
Research program, this amount $1,050,000 is to assist states
to establish water rces imstitutes. BSince the act says that
$75,000 will be provided for each imstitute, only 14 centers can
be established with the money appropriated. The balance of the
appropriation (§250,000) is for matching funds to inscitutes for
specific water resources research projects which would mot otk '
be undertaken,

No allotment of dunds has been made, Forty applications, of the
possible 51, from land grant colleges were received by December 5,
1964, the cut-off date for applications., The staff of the Office
of Water Resources Research, federal agencies cutside the Department
of Interior, and non-governmental consultants will eveliate and rate
the applications, Decision on the 14 allotments for institutea will
be made in January,

The Depertment of Interior and the White House have mot yet indicated
whether a second supplementary appropriation will be requested for
fiscal 1965 for the water resources research program, Requests for
funds for fiscal 1966 will be included in the regular Department of
Interior budget request

Sincerely yours,
Mrs, C, F, 8§, Sharpe
Program Secretary
Water Resources

LS:11w

ccy State LWV




November 24, 1964

Mra, Roger Geddes

Notional Resources Chairman

Provisional League of Women Voters of
International Falls

Island Vi Route

International Falls, Minnesota

Dear Mrs, Geddes:

Yours was one of many letters coming in to the national office asking
for a list of biodegradable detergents which a League could reproduce
for its members, To maintain their present brand names, the major
producers (Proctor & Gambde, Colgate-Palmolive, Lever Brothers) are
making the changeover without calling sttention to improvement im
biodegradability in a particular brand, Sears Roebuck, consumer
cooperatives, and some small praducers are advertising increased bilo-
degradability of detergents they sell or make., As the article,
“Detergent Dilesma,” in the August NATIONAL VOTER explained, the com-
position of houschold detergents is in a state of rapid change and
today's listing of detergents by brand name in order of their bio-
degradabllity might well be out of date by the time theDist appeared
in print,

There are other difficulties in avoiding error, difficulties which have
not always been overcome where Leagues in their bulletins have
reproduced lists of detergents high in ABS or low in ABS. All spaps
are biodegradable; thus to list a few soaps by brand name as free

from ABS, while technically correct, is only a half-truth, Some
synthetic detergents other than ABS sre "non-degradable;" consequently
ABS cannot be the sole criteria for judging relative biodegradability

of synthetic detergents even though ABS has been the largest single
material used, I am told that to distinguish ABS, LAS, =nd other kinds
of myathetic detergents, both hard and soft, one from the other, requires
sophisticated chemical laboratory techniques; therefore a League must
make some judgment about the quality of testing behind any list of ABS
content it publishes, For these reamsons the League is unable to publish
a handy list of degradable brands of detergents in THE NATIONAL VOTER

or supply you with a list for your local League bulletin,







September 22, 1964

Mrs, Grady Mann, Water Resources Chairman
League of Women Voters of Fergus Falls
638 West Laurel

Fergus Falls, Mimmesota

Dear Mre, Mannt

Mrs, Rosenblum has asked me to tell you of her interest in your
letter saying that you and Mrs, Whiting planned to meet with repre-
sentatives of the St. Croix Valley League to see what could be

done about the proposed Northern States Power plant under the national
water item,

At the September national Board meeting, the Criteria and Question-
naire were revised somewhat in light of the past four years' exper-
ience. A copy of each will appear in the September NATIONAL BOARD
REPORT. I am enclosing a carbon copy of the revision, as sent to
the printers, so that you will have the up-to-date form to use as you
suggeat.

As you probably have noted, paragraph 2, page 36, and the sectiom
“Regional, State, and Local Action™, pages 40-41 in the May 1964
MATIOMAL BOARD REPORT are particularly significant. I would suggest
also that you give consideration to pages 38-39 in that issue, for
wuch of what is said about content in testimony to the Jones Committee
and at enforcement hearings will apply to any statements the St. Croix
Valley League may comsider making, To say that any comment must agree
with League national position is not to say that all that can be done
is to reiterate the national positionm,

We are interested to see that the Mimmesota League is gathering its
forces and building up-to-date background for use when effective,

The state of Minnesota needs to keep good water quality, and I suspect
that to do that the state will need the League.

The St, Croix League is mentioned in the WATER RESOURCES LEADERS GUIDE
now at the printers.

Sincerely yours,

Mrs. C,F.8, Sharpe
Program & Organization Secretary
Water Resources




Dear Mrs, Rosenblum,

Mrs. Whiting a me to write you concerning the controversy about

tha location of a Northern States Power plant on the St. Creix Riwver

below Stillwater, Minnescta. The locsl leagues in the area and Mrs, W
1iting have been acked for a statement from the League of Women Voters.

Mrs, Whiting and I decided we should meet with St. Croix Valley League
[ entatives as soon possible to appraise ckground information
they have and then to see what can be done about this matter within

the scope of the ater Resources position,

Am I correct in assuming that this would
two yellow sheets = the oriteria and g

whether an officisl st ment can bo m rthe is a voter service

Job to be done? This information would b th the shébe board
and sent on to the national o 2 3 que = suggested
action,

: re
that involve our esourras under the national item in Minneaota,
Now would be the time for us ot o head of the legislative activity

and I hope would put us in a more igable ' position,

We will look f ard to hearing from the nsticnal office an
you informed ss to the outcome of this meeting.

Sincerely,
Mrs., dy Mann
Water Resources




JOSEPH E. KARTH COMMITTER o8
4T DaTRICT, MINNESOTA SCHENCE AND ASTRONALTICS

Congress of the Tnited States g
THouse of Representatives : ]
Washington, B.E. 20515

Sincerely you




DOMALD M. FRASER
Bt Derrmey, Misesrsata

432 Mouss Ovrics Bus.on
CA 42121, Exr. 4758

-

Congress of the Tnited States
BHousge of Vepredentatives
Washington, P.E. 20515

FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE




ALBERT H. QUIE COUNTIER
T Dymrmcy. Misrasara

COMMITTE

AGEICUL

R Congress of the TUnited States
Wouse of Representatives
Waghington, B, £,

August 14, 1964

am W. Whiting

Minnesota

Thank you for y

r letter on behalf of
ers in Mi

ota urging favorat

actiom on 5. 1 the
Planning Act of 1964.

Water

As you are aware, this measure pa
of 1963, The House Interior and Insular Af it d hearings.
However, they were not able t i a 2 bill when it
was scheduled on June 11. mly five and eleven
are ne ¥ constitute a quorum i

sed the Senate in Decem

pleased that you lled this matter to my att ion. As
I will immediately contact my colleagues on the Interior
Insular Affairs Committee and request that we be giv
to consider a suitable bill on the Floor before
urns.

n an opportun=
the present session

With every good wish, I remain

Sincerely yours,

ALBERT H. QUIE
Member of Congress

AHQ: pn




JOSEPH E. KARTH

coumTTER O
47 Duatmier, Mpmersora

SCIENCE AND ASTRONAUTICS

418 House Crce BuaLDie
CAPres 4-3121, ExT. 5831

Congress of the Tnited States
Bousge of Bepresentatives
Washington, B. €.

Avgust 13, 1

Mrs. William W. Whiting, President
League of Women Voters of Minnesota
Bceial Science Bullding

ity of Minnesota

polis, Minnesota

r Mre. Whiting:

Thank you for indicating to me your support for
1111, the Water Resources Flanning bill,

I am advised by the staff of the House Committee

or and Inmsular Affairs thatwhile arings were begun
hey have not been completed. At g time no
n of the bill is scheduled. s my hope
can still be taken up by the Commlttee and
reported favorably very shortly.

I appreciate very much your writing to let me
know of your interest in this important matter.

Bincerely yours,

JEX/ sd







August 11,

Mrs. Roy Letourncau

N onal Progrsm Chairman

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
2706 Brookridge

Minneapolis 22, Minnesota

Dear Hrs, Letourr

Mrs, Rosenblum was extremely erested in the July Memorandum
from the Minnesota State Boa Local League Water Chairmen,
We think this will stimulate local Leagues' interest in the
water item and it will certainly supply the state with informa-
tion on which Leagues to turn to for illustrative material,

Mrs, Rosenblum has asked whether you could s her a copy
of Minnesota Farm and Home Science referred to he last
line of your July 1964 Memorandum,

I am enclosing a copy of an editorial from the Red Wing
(Minnesota) Daily Republican Eagle. Perhaps paragraphs 6 and
7 suggest one of the values which could be obtained from a
river basin commission which would be considering the develop-
ment and planning for the entire basin,

cerely yours,
Mrs, C, F. §. Sharpe

Program Secretary
Water Resources
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Mr., 0, N, Bishop, Area Dirvector

Ares III Minersl Resource Office
U.8, Department of the Interior
Bureau of Mines

East 58th Street at Mississippi River
Minnespolis, Minnesota 55417

Dear Mr. Bishop:

uwe publication, The Ohio L) sin, was produced by an
gue Committee feom the alx o the Ohio
2. It moy be obtained from »f Women Volers
f Peters Tovnship, 348 Bellwalt Drive, Bridgeville, Pemnsylvania,
it 75¢ a copy.

The Division of Water Supply and Pollution C
Public Besalth Service purchased 500 coples for
their personnel in related fields. It migl

of Mines would wish to discribute coples ©
particularly In states the Ohio

this to the Bure i M « Afte

you might wish to make the suggestion,




S s Y & 1054
’ GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS

Congress of the Tnited States
BHouse of Bepresentatives
ashington, B, €.

May 6, 1964

President
oters of mesota
zation Service
University of Minnesota
Minneapolis 55, nesota
Dear Mrs, Whiting:

nk you for your letter indicating your support
a bill to establish water resources centers at
nd grant colleges and state universities, I am wholly

in sympathy with the objecti and I appre-

s hearing your views on 2 was g ted a rule

As you know, I have long been interested in the
conservation of our water resources, ving been the author
of the original Federal Water Pollution Control Act of
1956, and amendments of 1961 and of legislation this year
to further upgrade and strengthen the provisions of the

this year we received
Rosenblum of
onal office, I we also like to praise
for hor 5 f th taconite
the subsequent position
mendment ,

eve we stand on the threshold of a new era
for northeastern Minnesota and the millions and millions
of dollars of increased investment in taconite facilities
which would result from the passage of the amendment would
benefit the whole state in many ways

With all best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

JAB:sc
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