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ROCHESTER POST-BULLETIN

February 10, 1995

A League of their

League of Women Voters
75th anniversary

marks

This is a
copy of a
leafiet that
new volers
placed in the
windows of
their homes
in 1921

By Pautine Walle
The Pos-Bullesn

Sociai <ecurity lemisiation.
food and drug protection. unem
ployment compensation. trade
AETeements

Sound like an agenda for the
90s? Trv 75 vears ago

The city s best students of gov-
ermmment — Rochester League of
Women Valers— were tackling
these study-action topics hack
then

League activities actually pre-
dated the women s suffrage
amendmentL The national nrea-
nization was founded Feb. 14
1920: women didn 't formaily win
the vote until Aug 26 that vear

Minnesota s women voters
traced thear founding to et 29,
FHY, i rom the beginnine,
Rochester was part of this ‘Great
Idea. " according to Incal histon-
ans

To put it simply, the nrganiza
tion helped women edueate
themselves on issues su thes
wouldn t have to ask their hus-
bands how to vote. Even with the
19th amendment. some were sl
reduetant o exereise tht rehit

Boston native Dorothy
Callahan remembers her aunt
didn't vote because her hushand
didn’t approve

‘He thought women were
responsible for Roosevelt's elec-
tion and that women's suifrage
would plunge the country into
disaster.” she said

But Callahan s mother went to
the polls. And. aithough peopie
aren 't supposed lo argue religion
and politics. both were a fre-
quent subject around their table

Her dad pointed out the pit
falls of their one-party region
and was upset by people on the
take.

"1 didn t realize until | 2rew
up how much his uleas inilu-
enced me and how reads | was
to vote.” Callahan said

They aiso whetwi her
appetite for league activities,
and since the 1950s she has
worked on land use. flood con-

trol. enminal justice. enerzy
and housing
Her daughter-in-law. Jane.
an attorney. found her nwn
niche in the issues of domes
tic abuse and other violence
interventions afTecting
women and children. Both
Callahans served the
Rochester League as presi
dent

Another former presi-
dent Mareia Brown. loves

the listory of the oreaniza

tion.
She poinis out it was
¥\ never supposed to be an
all-women < group and in

Dorothy Callahan -

ANNIVERSARY
1929-19%5%

fact the person behind the idea
Carre Chapman Catt. didnt
want “women " in the title. 3 fen
men have belonged to local
leagues over the yvears

"ant also is famous for savinz
“Democracy isnt a spectator
sport

Taking their cue from this
hard-working sufTragette. lca
2Uers set voter redistration as a
key objective. Members car—od
a torch across Minnesota to
drum up interest

More recent efforts like the
motor voter” campaign are <on
tinued attempts to make the pro-

cess user friendly, Brown said!

But mostly, women have
worked tirelessly in study units,
developing position statements
and providing public forums for
the diseussion of issues and -an
dhdates.

Although they aren't partisan
“We do act.” Brown said When
community housing e{Torts
lagged. LWV supported the cre-
ation of Rochester/Olmsted
Housing Partnership to work for
lower-income residents

When revenue sharing ieom
munity block grants) came o
Minnesota the Rochester Leaguc
rescarched just how that mone
was coming to cities, when, el
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More events ahead for women's vote anniversary

Voters and first opened at the Society in New Ulm June
Smnrhsomian Institution in Washington. Nicoilet County Histoncal

“Women in Action: Rebels and Minnesota suffragists. It wiil be at the Women's Day at the Minnesota State
Reformers," an exnibit that tells the Otter Tail Countv Historical Soctety in Fair on Aug. 26, with exhibits and a
nistory of women s political activism, wiil Ferqgus Falls March 1 to April 14: the carade commemorating 75 years of

be aisplayeda at the Minnesota History Minnesota History Center. April 28 to 30: ~omen s voting nghts.

Center in St. Paul from Apni 18 to May 14.  the Fridley Historical Society. May 1 to

It was organized by the League of Women  June 3: the Brown County Historical There will aiso be a senes of conferences

1910 Aug. 1:the  and lectures featuring scholars ana
Soctety in St. activists. Specifics are not yet available.

D.C. It will travel to 15 sites across the Pater Aug. 28 to Oct. 9, and Northland For more information, call the League of
country. Cemmunity College in Thief River Falls Women Voters of Minnesota at 224-5445

Oct. 23 to Dec. 18. It will also be in or the Minnesota Historical Society at
“Failure Is Impossible: Women Win the Alexandria in January 1996 ana Hastings ~ 296-6126.

Vote."” a traveling exhibit of the in March 1996.
Minnesota Historical Society, features

Neanesaay/ Feoruary 13,1995, Star Tribune

Minnesota Historical Society photos

League of Women Voters members, circa 1923, gathered for the right to vote.

This week marks the 75th anniversary of the group’s national chapter]




Right: Jay Deputy (left), chairman of the SPCO
fundraising event, and Brad Weiss, general manager
of Cellars Wines and Spirits, inspect the

beverages to be auctioned.

FRIENDS OF THE SPCO
“Wines in Winter”

Left: Jan Assink and husband Brent Assink, prasident
and managing director of the Saint Paul Chamber
Orchestra.

Right: Kay Lemke of Shoraview, owner of
Kay Lemke Interiors, with David Brink
of Shoreview, owner of Stylmark.

Far left: Marie Meko of Edina, manager at
Durr Limited interior design studio, with
Sharon Gallagher of Eden Prairie, design
consultant with Country Classics.

Left: Mendota Heights residents Carol
Damberg, president of The Friends of the
Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra, and husband
Dr. Sheldon Damberg, radiologist at St.
Paul Radiology.

i Leit: Former
£ Ti
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS L& congressman Tim

Penny, now a
Bottom left: Sally Sawyer senior fellow at the
(left), executive director of the LWV Jrn) Humphrey Institute.
of Minnesota, with Sheila Wellstone, ?
working partner with husband Sen.
Paul Weifstone on the issue of
domestic violence.

75th Anniversary

Left:
Ember
Boftom right: Josie Johnson (left), Reichgott
associate VP for academic affairs at the Junge, assistant
U of M, with Pete Lorenzo Williams, architect  majority leader of the
with Williams/O'Brien Associates, and Nina  Minnesota Senate and an
Rothchild, former Minnesota commissioner of  active League of Women ¥
employee relations.  Voters member. ~
Above: Kay
Erickson (left),
president of the
League of Women
Voters of
Minnesota, with
Joan Growe,
Minnesota's
secretary of state.

Above: News editor
Steve Murphy,
acting GM Anna
Mae Sokusky and
reporter Eric Eskola
were on hand te
accept the Service
to Voters award for
WCCO-AM.
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MuosT-Do APRIL EVENTS

HUM ALONG WITH GERSHWIN AT
THE NORTHROP PERFORMANCE
OF PORGY AND BESS.

Opera with Sounl

The Houston Grand Opera
company helps usher in spring
with George Gershwin’s jazz

opera Porgy and Bess
April 26-29 at Northrop
Auditorium. With some of
Gershwin's most popular
tunes—“Summertime,” “I
Got Plenty o' Nuttin’,” and
“It Ain’t Necessarily So™"—
this one will make you
want to sing those winter
blues away. See Theater.

Dog-Gone Special
| Author Trish Keating and
| illustrator Bill Tierney appear
| at a signing and release party
| April 8 at O’Gara’s Garage
| for their book The Special
{ One, inspired by Lazer, the St.
| Paul police dog who died in

the line of duty. The Insh
| band Ulster Rogues will per-

| form. Proceeds go to the Unit- |

| ed States Police Canine Asso-

| ciation. See Benefits.
|

| Watts Upt
| André Warts, pianist extraor-

| dinaire, gives a solo concert at |

| Orchestra Hall on Apnil 26.
i The long-awaited concert is a

makeup for last fall's canceled |

| performance with the Min-
| nesota Orchestra. See Classi-
cal Music.

Zenon, You’re On!
O’Shaughnessy Dance! con-
cludes its 10th season April

|
i
|
|
|

THE ZENOM DANCE COMPANY
BRINGS ITS BOLD MOVES
TO ST. PAUL IN APRIL

| 20-22 with Zenon Dance

Company offering three nights

| of stylish and razor-sharp

dance choreographed by
Argentinean choreographer
Susana Tambutti. See Dance.

Two Ancient Shows
Two new exhibits open April
8 at Ancient Traditions
Gallery in Minneapolis: bead-
work and quilts by Robert
and Charlene Burningham,
and “Povungnituk in Retro-
spect: Sculprure and Prints
from the 1960s,” an exhibit of
the early work of the first self-
governing Inuit cooperative.
See Galleries.

Women on the Go

The traveling exhibit “Women
in Action: Rebels and Reform-
ers, 1920-1980” opens at the
Minnesota Historical Society
History Center on April 18.
Developed and sponsored by
the League of Women Vorers
Education Fund, it focuses on
the social change produced by
the words, political philoso-

MusT-SEE APRIL OPENINGS

. Pes s s

phy, and actions of 28
women, including suffragists,
labor organizers, artists, and
nuns. See Museums.

| Tongue in Cheek

| “Animal Anomalies,” an art

| show of quirky and whimsical
sculptures by local artist Chris
Baird, opens April 1 at the
Vern Carver Gallery in Min-
neapolis. On display are some
45 pieces, none of which takes
itself too seriously and all of
which are for sale.

| See Galleries.

Nordic Art

April 26 and runs through
May 28 at the American
Swedish Institute. The new
exhibit and art sale showcases
original works of 19th- and

“Scandinavian Masters” opens |

CHRIS BAIRD’'S WACKY BOXES ARE OM DISPLAY AT THE VERN CARVER GALLERY.

I 20th-century artists, including
watercolors, oils, lithographs,
and etchings. See Museums.

Collage of Love
On April 5, Ntozake Shange’s
play a photograph: lovers

in motion opens at the Penum-
bra Theatre Company. An
onstage collage of fantasy and
reality from the life of an artist,
the play involves power, erot-
cism, history, and manipula-
tion. See Theater.
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Here's a sampler of some groups and activities that
touch on women’s history and women's roles in {
society:
® The Minnesota League of Women Voters, which this
year is joining with 1,100 other units across the nation
to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the League and of
women's suffrage. State headquarters: 550 Rice St., St.
Paul; 224-5445.

8 “Women in Action: Rebels and Reformers, 1920-
1980,” a traveling exhibit from the League of Women
Voters Education Fund that will be on display at the
Minnesota History Center in St. Paul from April 18 to
May 14. Free. 296-6126.

To learn about the contributions
of such women ploneers as
humanitarian Eleanor Roosevelt
and aviator Amelia Earhart, call
THE LINE at 222-1000 and enter
category 4490.

3

® Step Back in Time, formerly Celebrate Women!, a
unique “living history” program that offers five
themed programs on women's historical roles for
community groups. For more information: 1857 N.
Fairview Ave., St. Paul, Minn. 55113; 645-8325.

@ Upper Midwest Women's History Center, Hamline
University, 1536 Hewitt Ave., St. Paul, Minn. 55104;
644-1727. Director: Susan Hill Gross. A free catalog on
women'’s history is available.

@ Minnesota Women’s History Month project, P.O. Box
16104, St. Paul, Minn. 55116; 699-8257. The year-long
effort includes a speakers’ bureau and numerous
background materials, including “Women of Minnesota
History” posters (No. 1, featuring 51 women, $6 a set;
No. 2. featuring 111 women, $9 a set) and a coloring
curriculum for preschoolers through grade 3 ($6.95).

# National Women’s Hall of Fame, 76 Fall St., Seneca
Falls, N.Y. 13148; (315) 568-8060.

Books

Here are two useful reference guides:

8 “Women’s History in Minnesota: A Survey of
Published Sources and Dissertations” (Minnesota
Historical Society Press, $14.95), compiled by Jo
Blatti.

® “500 Great Books by Women: A Reader’s Guide”
(Penguin, $12.95), by Erica Bauermeister, Jesse
Larsen and Holly Smith.

For younger readers
Huckleberry Bookshelf columnist Cris Peterson says
there are many appropriate books on women's
%  roles and contributions covering a wide range of
x interests. In addition to the sampler provided
here, see her Huckleberry Bookshelf column in
the March 5 Showtime section.
§ “Stateswoman to the World” (Carolrhoda
$9.95), by Maryann N. Weidt, which traces the
life of Eleanor Roosevelt from her lonely
childhood to a career as a skilled politician,
journalist, ambassador and first lady. For
ages 7 to 11.
B “Healing Warrior” (Carolrhoda,
$9.95), by Emily Crofford, a bio-
graphy of Sister Elizabeth Kenny. a
native of Australia whose Twin
Cities work with polio patients
earned her the title of mother of
modern physical rehabilitation. For
ages 7 to 11.
B “Louisa May: The World and
Works of Louisa May Alcott” (Four
Winds, $15.95), by Norma Johnston, a
fascinating story of the gifted writer of
“Little Women.” For age 10 and up.

S o R TOF PO DS -
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