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Proposed A’mendmerifsg to State Con

At the general election, November 2,
1948, each voter will be handed a pink
ballot so that he may vote “Yes” or "No”
to four proposed Constitutional Amend-
ments. The voter must vote on each pro-
posal separately.

Proposals 2 and 3 Are of the Utmost
Importance if We Favor Any Change
in Our State Constitution

Proposed Amendment No. 2

The purpose of the amendment pro-
posed by said Laws 1947, Chapter 640,
is to eliminate from Article XIV, Sec-
tion 1, of the State Constitution as it
now reads the following words, to-wit:

“If two or more alterations or
amendments shall be submitted at
the same time, it shall be so regu-
lated that the voters shall vote for
or against each separately.”

Article XIV, Section 1, of the State
Constitution, as now worded, required
that if two or more proposed amend-
ments are submitted at the same elec-
tion they shall be so submitted that the
voters may vote for or against each
separately. The purpose of the proposed
amendment is to eliminate that require-
ment.  The effect of its adoption would
be to make it possible for the legislature
to submit two or more proposed altera-
tions or amendments to the State Con-
stitution at the same time in such form
that a voter thereon shall be required
to vote for or against all of them as a
group and not on each separately.

Proposed Amendment No. 3
If the amendment is adopted, said
Article XIV, Section 2,
follows:
“Two thirds of the members
elected to each branch of the legis-

would read as

lature may provide by law for call-
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stitution

ing a convention to revise this Con-
stitution. The convention shall con-
sist of as many members as the
House of Representatives,
shall be chosen in the same mannet
and shall meet within three months

who

after their election for the purpose

aforesaid.”

Under the present provisions of the
Constitution, the calling of a conven-
tion to revise it requires that the legis-
lature, by a vote of two thirds of the
members of each House, shall submit
to the voters of the state at the next
general election the question as to
whether such convention shall be called
by the legislature at its next session.

The purpose of the proposed amend-
ment is to eliminate the requirement
of a vote on the question by the voters
of the state and to authorize, without
such vote, two thirds of the members
of each House to provide by law for
calling such a convention.

The effect of the proposed amend-
ment to Article XIV, Section 2, of the
State Constitution, is to transfer the
power to call a convention to revise
the State Constitution from the electors
expressing their will by a majority of
all the electors voting at said election
to two thirds of the members elected to
each branch of the legislature.

Attorney with casualty adjusting
experience desires connection with
law office either in or out of the
city. Write to

MINNESOTA STATE BAR
ASSOCIATION
709 N. Y. Life Bldg., Minneapolis

and your letter will be turned over
to the interested party.







Advance Release
MINNESOTA POLL, SUNDAY, AUGUST 15, 1948

Minneapolis Sunday Tribune

MINNESOTA POLL

Bonus Backing Gains, But Many
Hostile if Sales Tax Involved

RISING SUPPORT for a constitutional amendment that would authorize the Minnesota

legislature to pay a bonus to World War II veterans is indicated in the latest of a
series of Minnesota Poll surveys on the issue.

Seventy-eight per cent of the state’s voting-age residents say they would vote for the
amendment if an election were being held today. The question will be voted on at Nov. 2
general election. But, bearing out findings in earlier studies, if a veterans’ bonus would
mean the levying of a state sales tax to raise funds for the payments, only 35 per cent

of the voters would back the
amendment, they say.

Forty per cent would be will-
ing to indorse bonus legislation
even if it were necessary to

float a state
bond issue to
obtain the
funds.

More than
half (56 per
cent) would
support the
a m endment
even if a
state bonus payment might
bring an increase in property
taxes.

The amendment on which
Minnesota voters will cast their
ballots in November makes no
reference to how the funds for
a bonus would be raised. Hence
questions about voters’ feelings
on the question “if” a sales tax,
a bond issue or higher property
taxes might be needed to pro-
vide the money for a bonus, are
designed only to test the in-
tensity of their convictions on
the matter.

The cost of a veterans’ bonus
in Minnesota has been variously
estimated between $80,000,000
and $265,000,000.

A scientific cross-section of
adults through the state was
asked by interviewers:

“Next November, Minnesota
voters are going to vote on a
law that would allow the state

OF PUBLIC
OPINION

For Passage BEFORE
Questions Asked on
Bonus Financing

For Passage Even
With HIGHER
PROPERTY TAXES

For Passage Even
With STATE BOND ISSUE

For Passage Even
With STATE SALES TAX

HOW INQUIRIES ON FINANCING
AFFECT VIEWS ON BONUS MEASURE

. 18%

56%

- 40%

35%

legislature to pay a bonus to
veterans of World War II. If
you were voting today, how
would you vote—for or against
passage of the bonus law?”

Similar questions have been
asked in previous Minnesota
Poll surveys. These are the re-
sults of the last three surveys:

Nov. April
1947 1948

For passage .... 66% 1%
Against ........ 22% 16%
Qualified 4% 4%
Undecided ..... 8% 9% 6%

FOR PASSAGE of the mea-
sure are:

68 per cent of the Republi-
cans, 86 per cent of the Demo-
cratic-Farmer-Laborites and 79

Today
8%
16 %

189, of State Voters Believe

Truman Is Doing a ‘Poor Job’

A DECLINE in President Truman’s popularity among Minne-
sotans which set in last fall is still continuing, a Minnesota

Poll survey indicates.

While 7 per cent of the state’s voters said last September they
felt Mr. Truman was doing a poor job in the White House, 18 per

cent are of that opinion today.

Ninety-one per cent expressed
the belief last fall that he was
doing a good or fair job in the
presidency; today 80 per cent
express that view.

The President’s prestige in the
state has receded almost to the
point where it was in January,
€ 1947, when 23 per cent said he
was doing a poor job in the
_White House, and 73 per cent
thought he was doing a good or
fair job.

In a series of surveys, Minne-
sota Poll interviewers have
asked representative cross-sec-
-tions of the state’s voting-age
residents:

“Do you think President
Truman is doing a good, fair
or poor job in the White
House?”

Results of the last four sur-

veys show:

Sept. Dec.
1947 1947

33% 28%

April Today
1948

26% 29%
59% 51%

Good job..
Fair job... 58% 59%
Poor job... "% 9% 119 18%
No opinion 2% 4% 4% 2%

Sharp differences are found,
however, in breakdowns based
on results of the latest survey.
For example, 88 per cent of the
members of families having lab-

or union affiliation think Mr.
Truman is doing a good or fair
job, and only 9 per cent say
“poor job.” (Farmers are omit-
ted from that breakdown, be-
cause questions about union af-
filiation are asked only in cities
and towns.)

Members of families without
union affiliations give these an-
swers: Good or fair job, 77 per
cent; poor job, 21 per cent.

More than one in every four
persons with college educations
{26 per cent) fthink Mr. Truman
is doing a poor job, compared
with 15 per cent of those with
grade school educations who
share that opinion.

About 14 per cent of the
voters between 21 and 39 years
of age rate Mr. Truman’s per-
formance in office as poor, as
against 20 to 22 per cent of those
40 years of age and older.

Greatest differences occur
when answers are grouped ac-
cording to voters’ political af-
filiations — Republican, Demo-
cratic-Farmer-Laborite or inde-
pendent:

GOP
Good job ... 18%

Fair job ..... 53%
Poor job ..... 31%
No opinion .. 3%

DFL
49%
449
6%
1%

Ind.
24%
5%
17%

2%

per cent of the
voters.

90 per cent of the veterans
and 66 per cent of the non-
veterans.

T8 per cent of the people
with grade school educations,
82 per cent of those with high
school educations, and 64 per
cent of those with college edu-
cations.

AGAINST PASSAGE were
blocs of voters including:

27 per cent of the people in
the upper economic group; 24
per cent of the non-veterans;
29 per cent of the college-edu-
cated people; 24 per cent of the
Republicans.

All persons interviewed who
said they would support pas-
sage of the bonus amendment if
they were voting today were
asked:

independent

“Would youw still vote in fa-
vor of the law if a state vet-
erans bonmnus might bring:
Higher property taxes? A state
sales tax? A state bond is-
sue?”

The answers:

If higher If state If state
property taxes sales tax bond issue

56 % 35% 40%
17% 36% 22 %
5% 1% 16 %

Yes
No
Undecided

8% 8% 8%

These are the replies of vet-

erans (90 per cent favor pas-

sage) when compared with non-

veterans (66 per cent say they’d
vote for the measure):

If higher If state If state
property taxes sales tax bond issue

Veterans
Yes e7%
No 21%
Undecided 2%

50%
3%
3%

64%
23%
3%

90%
Non-veterans
Yes 45%
No 16%
Undecided 5%

90% 90%
21 %
33%

6%

31%
19%
16%

66 % 66 % 66%

While half of the city resi-
dents interviewed would still be
inclined to support the bonus
amendment even with a sales
tax as a consequence, more
than half of the town and farm
residents who first say they
would vote for the measure in-
dicate that they would change

their minds if the state were
to have a sales tax as a result.

N

The Minnesota Poll is maintained as a public service by the Minneapolis Tribune
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4 AMENDMENTS

fo the Minnesofa Constitution will be submified
fo the voters NOVEMBER 2, 1948

REMEMBER — Failure to Vote on an Amendment is a Vote Against the Amendment!!

AMENDMENT NO. 1 provides for 2 of the gasoline tax to go to the State Highway

Department, and 2 to the State Road and Bridge Fund. (Sire Highway Funds—pius Federal
Aid Construction Funds—pay for building and maintaining trunk bighways and bridges on trunk highways, The Road and
Bridge Fund plus Federal Secondary Construction Funds is used to construct and maintain county roads and bridges,)

At present the State Highway Department receives 2/3rds
and the counties 1/3. Trunk highways carry 509, of the
State vehicle mileage, county roads 159,. If this amend-
ment passes, the State Trunk Highways will lose an esti-
mated Four Million of state tax dollars. To carry out
the current proposed ten-year program for trunk high-
way construction, the state interim committee has tenta-

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota

tively suggested a one-cent boost in gasoline tax plus an
increase in motor vehicle license fees to restore the esti-
mated Four Million Dollars which would be lost to the
state Trunk Highway System, if the amendment passes.
(The one-cent gas tax increase alone would still provide
One Million Dollars LESS for the trunk highways than
they are NOW receiving.)

has taken no position either for or against

the gasoline tax amendment.

AMENDMENT NO. 2 permits two or more alterations or amendments to the State

Constitution to be voted on at one time.

At present when two or more amendments to the State
Constitution are proposed EACH proposed amendment
must be approved SEPARATELY by a majority of voters.
Passage of Amendment 2 would make it POSSIBLE for

Two or More amendments to be submitted in such form
that voters shall be required to vote for or against ALL
of the proposed amendments as a GROUP and not on
each amendment separately.

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota favors a YES vote on Amendment 2 because:
Passage of this amendment will make for a speedier method of modernizing of our state governmental

machinery.

AMENDMENT NO. 3 will permit 2/3rds of both Houses of the State Legislature to

provide by law for the calling of a Constitutional Convention WITHOUT SUB-
MITTING THE QUESTION TO A VOTE OF THE PEOPLE.

At present to have a complete revision of our 91-year-old
Constitution, the law requires the following 4 steps:
1. A 2/3rds vote of both houses of the legislature to
submit to the Voters the question of calling a Consti-
tutional Convention.
(This means that 45 out of 67 senators and 88 out of
131 representatives must vote in the affirmative.)

2.% Approval of this legislative proposal by a majority

3. Enactment by the next legislature of a law providing
for calling a Constitutional Convention, consisting of
131 members, chosen as are the members of the House
of Representatives, and appropriation by the legisla-
ture of money for Convention expenses.

4. When the Convention has agreed on a new Consti-
tution it may be, and customarily is, submitted to the
voters at a general or special election for their approval.

of the votes cast at the next general election.

g 3

#This step will be eliminated if the t

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota favors a YES vote on Amendment 3 because:

a. lts passage will shorten the amending process by 2 years, thus eliminating the cost and delay of
submitting legislature's proposal for calling Constitutional Convention to voters.

b. A revision of our horse and buggy State Constitution is necessary to meet present day needs.

(This process requires at least 4 years)

AMENDMENT NO. 4 authorizes the Legislature to raise money to pay a bonus to vet-
erans of World War Il

The various bonus proposals are estimated to run from $80 Million to $265 Million. (State Governmental Research
Bulletin No. 23, July, 1948.) To pay a bonus, your legislature may, if Amendment 4 is passed:

a. levy taxes (general sales tax is the only major field Minnesota has not entered to date)

b. contract debts

c. issue or negotiate bonds or certificates of indebtedness

d. pledge the public credit within limits set by legislature.

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota has taken no position either for or against
the Soldiers’ Bonus Amendment.

For Further Information About These Amendments Call ATlantic 6310

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNEAPOLIS

84 South Tenth Street, Room 407, Minneapolis 2, Minnesota
1ol e




Proposed Amendments to State Constitution

At the general election, November 2, 1948, each voter will

be handed & pink ballot so that he may vote "Yes" or "lo"

to four proposed Constitutional Amendments. The volter must

vote on each proposal separately.

Proposals 2 and 3 Are of the Utitmost Importance if We Favor

Any Change in Our State Constitution.

Proposed Amendment No. 2.

The purpose of the amendment proposed by saild lLaws 1947, Chapter
640, is %o eliminate from Article XIV, Section 1, of the State Consti-
tution as 1t now reads the following words, bto-wit:

"If two or more alterations or amendments shall be submitted at
the same time, 1% shall be so regulated that the voters shall vote
for or against each separately.”

\rticle XTIV, Section 1, of the State Constitution, as now worded,
required that if two or more proposed amendments sre submitted at the
same election they shall be so submitted that the voters may vote for
or against each separately. The purpose of the proposed amendment is to
eliminate that requirement. The effect of its adoption would be to make
1%t possible for the legislature to submit two or more proposed altera-
tlons or amendments to the State Constitution 8t the same time in such

form that a voter thereon shall be required to vote for or against all

of them as a group and not on each separately.

Proposed Ameéendment No. 3.
If the amendment is adopted, said Article XIV, Section 2, would
read as followsg
"Two thirds of the members elected %o each branch of the legigla~
ture may provide by law for calling a conventlon to revise this Consti-
tution. The convention shall consgist of as many members as the House

of Representatives, who shall be chosen in the same manner and shall

meet within three months after thelr election for the purposs aforesaid.”




the present provisions of the Constitution, the calling

of a convention to revise it requires that the legislature, by a
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
832-33 LUMBER EXCHANGE BUILDINSeptember 27, 1948
MINNEAPOLIS I, MINNESOTA
Dear President: Atlantic 094

We realize as autumn gets under way that there are no unemployed
local Leagues in Minnesota, Encouraging and excitimg reports of pre—election
activities, United Nations Workshops, and outlines of the year's work have
come into the office,

ARFA CONFERENCES ON STATE CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION

Plans are now complete for the area conferences on Congtitutional Re-
vision, Listed below are the places and the dates.

Please send on the enclosed stamped, addressed postal card, net later
than October 4th, the number of luncheon reservations that you will need for-
your League's representatives at the conference, There will be no luncheon
arrangements made for those Leagues which do not request reservations and reser-
vations which are not used must be cancelled at least twemty-four hours in ad-
vance, or paid for by the Leagzue which made them,

Conference Date Meeting Place Luncheon Speaker

HIBBING Friday, October 15th Androy Hotel (A.M. Sen, Elmer Peterson
meeting and luncheom) of Hibbing

MINNEAPOLIS Wednesday, Oct,13th A. M. Meeting; Mr. Yal Bjornson
Y.W.C.A.,1130
Nicollet Ave,
Luncheon: ($1.00)
Sheridan Hotel,
1112 Marquette

OLIVIA Thursday, Oct, 14th To be announced To be announced
(Luncheon 85¢)

OWATONNA Tuesday, Oct., 12th A.M. Meeting: Rep. Robert J. Sheran
Gainey Room, of Mankato
Owatonna Public
Library
Luncheon:
Hotel Owatonna

Thursday, Oct. 14th A. M. Meeting: Sen. A. R. Johanson
Community Club of Wheaton
Rooms (above fire
hall)
Luncheon: ($1.25)
Bert's Cafe

> meetings begin at Ten O'clock, ILuncheons will begin at 12:30 O'clock,

At the conferences we will have ready material on Constitution~
Affiliated with the al Revision to assist you in preparation of radio scripts, or
League of Women Voters of the U.S. talks before groups, There will he, also, & summary of the Cop~
mittee Reports and a brief history of the formation of the Minw
nesota Constitutional Commission,




Local League Presidents 3 September 27, 1948

BROADSIDE ON 4 AMENDMENTS TO STATE CONSTITUTION
TO BE VOTED ON NOVEMBER 2nd

A copy of the broadside, prepared and donated by the Minneapolis
League, which explains the four amendments to the State Constitution to be
voted on at the general election November 2nd is enclosed., Also enclosed is
a copy of the letter we are mailing to your Voter's Service Chairman contain—
ing suggestions for distribution and publicity. If you have not done so,
piease send us immediately your order for the number of broadsides you can
uce, This is an opportunity for Leagues to do a thorough educational job
or. the importance of voting on amendments and to begin their campaign for
understanding of the need for constitutional changes in Minnesota,

I hope the summer has refreshed you to meet the stimulating demands
of this important election and legislative year,

Sincerely,

Mrs. Malcolm Hargraves
President




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
832-33 LUMBER EXCHANGE BUILDING
MINNEAPOLIS I, MINNESOTA
Atlantic 0941

September 27, 1948

Dear Voters' Service Chairman:
DID YOU KNOW THAT:

1. There will be two League-supported amendments to the State
Constitution of the four on the ballot November 2nd?

2. The passage of these two amendments is vital to a speedier,
more efficient process of Constitutional Revision?

An average of only 67% of the voters in each election vote
either way on amendments?

The passage of an amendment requires a Yes vote by the

majority of ALL voters in the election and 13 out of 18

amendments have NOT passed because the other 33% ignored
them completely?

5« The League of Women Voters has been entrusted with a major
part of the public education job necessary to Constitutional
revision?

SECURING THE PASSAGE OF THESE TWO AMENDMENTS (Nos. 2 and 3) TO
FACILITATE AND SHORTEN THE REVISION PROCESS IS OUR FIRST BIG TASK. It is
the "opening gun" in our campaign for a new or revised State Constitution.
We must use every means in our power to accomplish it,

Enclosed you will find a2 broadside prepared and published by the
Minneapolis League of Women Voters. How many can you use? They're free,
Meke your plans for wide distribution and order them immediately from the
State Office. If you feel that the name of the Minneapolis League appearing
on the bottom of the broadside will confuse people or in esny way complicate
distribution thereof, cut it off. The Minneapolis League has given permission
to local Leagues to do so. Won't you please, too, stamp on the broadside your
local League name and a telephone number that can be called for further infor-
mation? Boy or Girl Scouts may like to help with the stamping,

When you make your plans, use your Election Handbook, Voters! Serv-
ice Check List and the brown poster No. 109, They'll give you loads of ideas
you can adapt to your community. You're going to try a door-to~door "get out
the vote" campaign, aren't you? - When you go- take these broadsides with you,
Use the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, the milk companies, the paper boyse Se-
cure permission to place a c0py under each plate at Kiwanls Lions, Rotery or
other e¢lub luncheons,. 5 ;

We will have for you at the Area Conferences on Constitutional
Revision a copy of a speech and a list of speakers on Constitution—
2l Revision., Offer to secure one of them for the above mentioned
4&& luncheons, Also coming to you via the Area Conferences on Revis—
ion are suggestions for two radio forums - one on the amendments
Affiliated with the and the other on Constitutional Revision itself, Contact your lo-
tesgue of Women Voters of the U.-S0n] radio station and ask them for time.
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Voters! Service Chairmen September 27, 1948

The Public Relations Committee is sending out a prepared newspaper
release on the amendments through the Minnesota Editorial Association for
October 4th publication, Tell your editor about it and ask him to use it.

That's all for now. Order your broadsides as goon and in as large
quantities as possible -~ and good luck to yous

Sincerely,
aﬂj—lm ﬁﬁwﬂﬂa_w‘ﬂ/
Mrs. Reuben C. Brustuen, Voters! Serv. Chrma,

1

L~ '\}-f

Mrs. Réymond B. Rehl, Public Relations Chrmn,




‘4 AMENDMENTS

fo the Minnesota Constitution will be submitied
fo the voiers NOVEMBER 2, 1948

REMEMBER — Failure to Vote on an Amendment is a Vote Against the Amendment!!

AMENDMENT NO. 1 provides for 2 of the gasoline tax to go to the State Highway

Department, and 12 to the State Road and Bridge Fund. (siuse Highway Funds—pius Federal
Aid Construction Funds—pay for building and maintaining trunk highways and bridges on trunk highways. The Road and
Bridge Fund plus Federal Secondary Construction Funds is used to construct and maintain county roads and bridges.)
tively suggested a one-cent boost in gasoline tax plus an
increase in motor vehicle license fees to restore the esti-
mated Four Million Dollars which would be lost to the
state Trunk Highway System, if the amendment passes.
(The one-cent gas tax increase alone would still provide

At present the State Highway Department receives 2/3rds
and the counties 1/3. Trunk highways carry 509, of the
State vehicle mileage, county roads 159,. If this amend-
ment passes, the State Trunk Highways will lose an esti-
mated Four Million of state tax dollars. To carry out
the current proposed ten-year program for trunk high- One Million Dollars LESS for the trunk highways than
way construction, the state interim committee has tenta- they are NOW receiving.)

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota has taken no position either for or against

the gasoline tax amendment.

AMENDMENT NO. 2 permits two or more alterations or amendments to the State

Constitution to be voted on at one time.

At present when two or more amendments to the State
Constitution are proposed EACH proposed amendment
must be approved SEPARATELY by a majority of voters. of the proposed amendments as a GROUP and not on
Passage of Amendment 2 would make it POSSIBLE for each amendment separately.

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota favors a YES vote on Amendment 2 because:
Passage of this amendment will make for a speedier method of modemizing of our state governmental

machinery.

AMENDMENT NO. 3 will permit 2/3rds of both Houses of the State Legislature to
provide by law for the calling of a Constitutional Convention WITHOUT SUB-
MITTING THE QUESTION TO A VOTE OF THE PEOPLE.

3. Enactment by the next legislature of a law providing
for calling a Constitutional Convention, consisting of
131 members, chosen as are the members of the House

Two or More amendments to be submitted in such form
that voters shall be required to vote for or against ALL

At present to have a complete revision of our 91-year-old
Constitution, the law requires the following 4 steps:

1. A 2/3rds vote of both houses of the legislature to

submit to the Voters the question-of calling a Consti-
tutional Convention.

(This means that 45 out of 67 senators and 88 out of
131 representatives must vote in the affirmative.)

2.% Approval of this legislative proposal by a majority
of the votes cast at the next general election.

*This step will be eliminated if the amendment puasses.

of Representatives, and appropriation by the legisla-
ture of money for Convention expenses.

4. When the Convention has agreed on a new Consti-
tution it may be, and customarily is, submitted to the
voters at a general or special election for their approval.

(This process requires at least 4 years)

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota favors a YES vote on Amendment 3 because:

a. lts passage will shorten the amending process by 2 years, thus eliminating the cost and delay of
submitting legislature's proposal for calling Constitutional Convention to voters.

b. A revision of our horse and buggy State Constitution is necessary to meet present day needs.

AMENDMENT NO. 4 authorizes the Legislature to raise money to pay a bonus to vet-
erans of World War Il.

The vatious bonus proposals are estimated to run from $80 Million to $265 Million. (State Governmental Research
Bulletin No. 23, July, 1948.) To pay a bonus, your legislature may, if Amendment 4 is passed:

a. levy taxes (general sales tax is the only major field Minnesota has not entered to date)

b. contract debts

c. issue or negotiate bonds or certificates of indebtedness

d. pledge the public credit within limits set by legislature.

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota has taken no position either for or against
the Soldiers’ Bonus Amendment.

For Further Information About These Amendments Call ATlantic 6310
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNEAPOLIS
84 South Tenth Street, Ro~gn 407, Minfewndly 2, Minnesota




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
832-33 LUMBER EXCHANGE BUILDING
MINNEAPOLIS I, MINNESOTA  go tenvor 27, 1948
Atlantic 0941
Dear Voters'! Service Chairman:

DID YOU KNOW THAT:

1., There will be two League-supported amendments to the State
Constitution of the four on the ballot November 2ndf

2, The passage of these two amendments is vital to a speedier,
more efficient process of Constitutional Revision?

An average of only 6?% of the voters in each election vote
either way on amendments?

The passage of an amendment requires a Yes vote by the
majority of ALL voters in the election and 13 out of 18
amendments have NOT passed because the other 33% ignored
them completelyl

The League of Women Voters has been entrusted with a major
part of the public education job necessary to Constitutional
revision?

SECURING THE PASSAGE OF THESE TWO AMENDMENTS (Nos. 2 and 3) TO
FACILITATE AND SHORTEN THE REVISION PROCESS IS OUR FIRST BIG TASKE. It is
the "opening gun" in our campaign for a new or revised State Constitution,
Ve must use every means in our power to accomplish it.

Enclosed you will find a broadside prepared and published by the
Minneapolis League of Women Voters. How many can you use? They're free.
Make your plans for wide distribution and order them immediately from the
State Office, If you feel that the name of the Minneapolis League appearing
on the bottom of the broadside will confuse people or in any way complicate
distribution thereof, cut it off. The Minneapolis League has given permission
to local Leagues to do so, Won't you please, too, stamp on the broadside your
local League name and a telephone number that can be called for further infor-
mation? Boy or Girl Scouts may like to help with the stamping,.

When you make your plans, use your Election Handbook, Voters! Serv-
ice Check List and the brown poster No. 109. They'll give you loads of ideas
you can adapt to your community. You're going to try a door-to—door "get out
the vote' campaign, -aren't you? -When you go- take these broadsides with you,
Use the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, the milk companies, the paper boySa Se-
cure permission to place a c0py under each plate at Kiwanls Lions, Rotery or
other club luncheons, kG

We will have for you at the Area Conferences on Constitutional
Revision a copy of a speech and a list of speakers on Constitution-
E ! al Revision, Offer to secure one of them for the above mentioned

luncheons, Also coming to you via the Area Conferences on Revis—
ion are suggestions for two radio forums - one on the amendments

Afilisted with the and the other on Constitutional Revision itself, Contact your lo-
League of Women Voters of the U.Scal radio station and ask them for time.




Voters! Service Chairmen _ September 27, 1948

The Public Relations Committee is sending out a prepared newspaper
release on the amendments through the Minnesota Editorial Association for
October 4th publication., Tell your editor about it and ask him to use it.

That's all for now. Order your broadsides as soon and in as large
guantities as possible — and good luck to you,

Sincerely,

FAR T S EREG e

Irs. Reuben C. Brustuen, Voters' Serv., Chrma,

B i g;& _ ‘
Mrs. Raymond E, Kehl, Public Relations Chrmn.




UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA CHAPTER

ROOM 321 « COFFMAN MEMORIAL UNION
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA

September 28, 1948

Mre. H.R. Simmons
Minnesota League of Wome
g4 South 10th Street
Minneapolis 2, Minn.

In response to your request that we send some mat
r Giffin of Hochester, Minnesota, we have mail &
r on the state bomnus for veterans containing pro

Uments.

You azlso asked us to forward whatever copies of that above materid
we may have to your organization. We regret that w AN0 end you m
than the enclos from a preliminary draft of t} JC platform of 1
However, we believe that you may acduire the inforr lon you seek in

several ways;

first is not satisfactory, we
inesota Dgaily for the articles ¢l have
relating to the bonus, Those articles
activities in that .

Citizens Fnsi . . . .+ . Yetenans Second
WHAT IS BEST FOR THE COUNTRY 1S BEST FOR THE VETERAN
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League of Women VOLErs of Minnesota :
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IS & Washington Avenue 3. L. . ', 4 Y
Minneapolis 14, Mi

MINNESOTA CONSTITUTIONAL COMMISSION

TABLE OF
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE MINNESOTA CONSTITUTION
1857 - 1947

October, 947

That portion of this table 1isting proposed amendments from 1857 to 1919
has been taken from Appendix 3 of A History of the Constitution of Minnesota
by William Anderson and Albert J. Lobb (1921) and is reproduced with the
permission of the publisher, the University of Minnesota.




No. of

Amend ., Provision of Adopted . Total

In or Citation Censtitution Purpose of Amendment . poreyon Vote &t

der of to be Amended Rejacted Amendment Election

Proposal | Sess. Laws Chap. |Art. Sec. Yes No

1 18 57- 58 1 10 To autherize $5, 000 000 railroad loan. 25,023 6,733 (Special election)
2 1857-58 2 7 To establish state govermment May 1, 1858.

3 1860 22 1 To limit legislative sessions to sixty days 442 Presidential vote
34,737

1860 Concur To require popular approval of tax to pay rail- 743 Presidential vote
Re;g}a;ion road bonds; to repeal the $5, 000, 000 amendment. 34,1737
No amendments were proposed.
No amendments were proposed.
No amendments were proposed.
No amendments were proposed.
To authorize negroes to vote. 14,651 For Governor

31,160
No amendments were proposed.

To authorize negroes to vote. 28,794 For Governor
64, 376

To subject shares in state and national banks 34, 351 For Governor
te state taxation 64, 376

To anthorize negroes to vote. 30,121 Presidential vote
71, 818

To abolish requirement of grand jury. 30, 544 Presidential vote
71,818

To anthorize sale of 500,000 acres of internal 28,729 Presidential vote
improvement lands and investment of proceeds in 71,818
state or national secarities.

To abolish Manomin county. ! 13,392 1,671 For Governor
54, 525

To anthorize special assessments for local im- 26,638 2, 560 For Governor
provements. 54,525

To exempt holders of railroad stock from double 7,446 11,210 (Legislative
liability. election)

To require popular approval of changes in rail- 41,814 9,216 For Governor
road gross earnings tax law. 78,172

To authorize state loan for asylum bnildings. 6, 724 40,797 For Governor
78,172

To authorize state loan for asylum buildings. 29,158 26,881 Presidant%al vote
90, 919

To exempt stockholders in manufacturing or 23, 091 21,794 Presidential vote
mechanical businesses from double liability. 90,919

To restrict issuance of county, town, and muni- 27,916 7,796 Presidential vote
cipal bonds *5 aid railroads. 90, 919




Proiszion of Adopted . Total
Citation Constitution EEC =S AN RGO R e S A"ztﬁ on Vote at
to be amended #jaoted SanEme 2L Election

Laws Chap-|sr+- G, Yes No

A
1872 14 32'55‘1 To provide for sale of initernal improvement 55, 438 4,331 Presidential vote

lands 90,919

1873 To provide for biennial sessions of legislature, 14,007 31,729 For Governor
77, 057

1873 To extend terms of representatives and senators 11,675 24,331 For Governor
to two and fonr years, respeccively. 77, 057

1873 To provide for state canvassing board. 12,116 25,694 For Governor
77, 057

1873 To provide more effectively for the safe-keeping 27,143 5, 438 Governor
of public funds. 77, 057

1874 No amendments were proposed.

1875 To provide for an indefinite number of judges Governor
in each judicial district. 84, 017

1875 To authorize legislature to grant women the Governor
suffrage in school affairs. 84,017

1875 To prescribe manner in which school funds could Governor
be invested. 84,017

1875 To establish single liability for stockholders For Governor
in ordinary business corporations. 84, 017

1876 To authorize governor to veto items of appro- Presidential vote
priation bills. 123,931

1876 To establish single liability for stockholders Presidential vote
in all corporations except banks. 123,931

1876 : To authorize district judges to sit on supreme Presidential vote
bench when supreme court justices disgualified. 123, 931

1877 To estdblish biennial sessions of legislature. For Governor
98, 614

1877 To extend terms of representatives and senators For Governor
to two and four years, respectively. 98,614

1877 To provide for state canvassing board. For Governor
98, 614

1877 To autherize women to vote in local optien For Governor
elections 98,614

1877 To prohibit use of state school funds to sup- For Governor
rort sectarian schools. 98, 614

1877 To establish single liability for stockholders For Governor
in all corporations except banks. 98, 614

1877 To authorize sale of internal improvement lands b For Governor
and use of proceeds to pay railroad bonds. 98,614

1878 No amendments were proposed.

1879 g To restrict issuance of county, town, and muni- Governor
cipal bonds to aid railroads. 99, 048




s

No. of
Amend-
In OF
dar af
Proposal

Citation

Sess. Laws

Chap-

Provision of
Constitution
to be Amendsd
Art.

Sec.

Purpose of Amendment

Adzpted

Vote on

or
Rejected
Yes

Amendment

No

Tolal
Vote at
Election

39

40

41

42

43

1881

1881

1881

1881

1881

1881

1883

1883

1883

1883

1883

1885

1887

1887

1887

1889

1891

1891

1893

1895

1895

1

9 1

{Special session)

1

5 © b

To anthorize levy of water-mains assesSsments
on a froentage basis.

To remove time limitation from sessions of
Tegislature.

To regulate compensation of legislators.
To prohibit special legislation on
jects.

To provide for sale of swamp lands
priation of proceeds of swamp land

and appro-
funds.

No amendments were proposed.

To make auditor's term four years, to conform

to system of biennial elections.

To establish the official year and to provide
for a system of biennial elections.

To make
instead

term of clerk of supreme court four
of three years

To make
instead

terms of justice of supreme court six
of seven years.

To make temms of district judges six instead
of seven years.

To provide for leans of state school funds to
counties and scheol districts.

To prohibit the monopolization of the markets
of food products.

To gnarantee the payment of liens of workmen
and material-men out of exempted property

To extend biennial sessions of legislature to
ninety days each.

To provide for verdicts by five sixths of jury
in civil cases.

To extend and strengthen the prohibition
against special legislation.

To authorize various gross earnings taxes and
a tonnage tax om irom ore.

To anthorize inheritance taxes.
To take pardoning power from governor and to
confer it on a pardon board.

To prohibit aliens from voting.

certain sub-

35, 019

74,375

75, 782

73,565

73, 565

73, 565

131, 533

194, 932

153, 908

150, 003

66, 929

77,614

53,372

108,332

130, 354

97, 980

18, 320

24, 359

24,082

24, 016

24,616

24,018

17,914

13, 064

48, 649

52,946

41,341

19, 588

82,910

41, 242

45, 097

52, 454

For Governer
102, 193

For Governor
102, 193

For Governor
102, 193

For Governor
102, 193

For Governor
102, 193

For Governor
130, 713

For Governor
180, 713

For Governor
130, 713

For Governer
1380, 713

For Governor
130, 713

For Governor,

220, 558

For Governor,

261, 632

For Governof,

261, 632
For Governor
261, 632

For Governor,
240, 892

For Governor,

255, 921
For Governor,
255,921

For Governor,
296, 249

For Governor,
337,229

Governor,
3317, 229




No. of
Amend .
In or
der of
Proposal

Citation

Sess. Laws

Provision of
Constitution
to be Amended
Art. Sec.

Purpose of Amendment

Adopted
or
Rejected

Vote on
Amendment

Yes

Total
Vote at
Election

59

60

61

1895

1895

1895

Add
36

13

1

9 y B
4, and 1895
Amendment

4 16

anthorize home rule for cities.
require compensation for property destroyed
r damaged for public use.
permit cities, towns, and villages, as well
as counties and school districts, to borrow

school and university funds.

To provide flexible system for taxing large
corporations.

To permit women to vote for and serve on
library boards.

To make it more difficult to amend constitntion
To amend the municipal home rule section.

To provide state road and bridge fund.

To increase debt limit of municipalities borrow-

ing permanent school funds.

To increase state road and bridge tax, and to
eliminate restrictions on expenditure of fund.

To increase debt limit of municipalities borrow-
ing permanent scheol funds.

To simplify the taxing provisions of the con-
stitution.

To increase debt limit of municipalities bor-
rowing school and university funds.

To abolish the requirement of a grand jury

To simpiify the taxing provisions by a "wide
open" section.

To increase state road and bridge tax,.and to
reduce restrictions on expenditure of funds.
Y-In subsequent litigaiion thi

de lored to have been adopl

To permit farmers to sell their produce with-
ont licenses.

To limit the exemption of church property from
taxation to that "used for religious purposes.

To permit unlimited state taxation for road and
hridge purposes.

Ty antherize state hail insurance

107, 086

101, 188

127, 151

163, 694

71, 704

69, 760

68, 754

70, 043

114,969

190, 718

164, 055

156, 051

141, 870

190,897

134,141

154, 228

137, 710

23,948

20,777

21, 251

39, 334

52,152

46,982

49, 232

34, 094

Governot,
337, 229

Governor,
337, 229

Governor,
337, 229

Governor,
337, 229

- Governor,

252, 562

Governor,
252, 562

Governer,
252, 562

Governor,
252,562

Governor,
314 181
276, 071
278, 071
276,071
322,692
322, 692

284,366

284,366

284, 366

355, 263

355, 268

855, 263




<

Nao. g
Amend .
In Or
der of
Proposal

Citation

Sess.

Laws

Chap. | Art. Sec.

Provision of
Constitution
te be Amendsd

Adopted
or

Rejected

Purpose of Amendment

Vote on
Amendment

Yes

No

Totai
Vote at
Election

79

190

480

|Extra session)
1
2

To apthorize legislatore to establish education-
al qualifications for county superinteandents of
schools.

To permit state to assume half the cost df any
road or bridge project.

To repeal the requirement as to publication of
treasurer' s report annpally in a St. Paul news
paper and also in the biennial session laws.

To anthorize state hail insurance.

To authorize reapportionment of legislative
representation at any time.

To anthorize and regquire an annval state tax
for reforestation work.

To authorize tax exemptions to encourage re-
forestation.

To anthorize a one mill state tax for roads and
bridges, and to permit state to assume entire
cost of any project.

To anthorize state hail insurance.

To authorize investment of school and nniversity
funds in first mortgages on improved farms.

To amend the municipal home rule claunse to
anthorize commission government and for other
purposes.

To anthorize legislature to establish education-
al qualifications for county superintendents of
schools.

Te limit size of state senate and number of
senators from any county

No amendmen ts were proposed.
To establish the initiative and referendum.

To increase number of justices of supreme court,
and to anthorize the court to appoint its clerk

To authorize a revolving fund for improving
state school and swamp lands.

To repeal the requirement as to publication of
treasurer's report annually im & St. Panl news-
paper and also in the biennial session laws.

To authorize investment of school and university
funds in first mortgages on improved farms.

To extend terms of probate judges to four years.

To limit size of state senate and number of
senators from any county.

169,785

159, 746

128, 787

108, 926

95,181

100,168

87, 943

195,724

145, 173

168, 440

157, 086

167,983

122, 457

168,004
121, 852

162, 951

131213

42,114

44, 387

51, 650

63, 205

61,520

63,962

78,697

51, 135

60, 439

39, 483

41, 971

36, 584

47,906

58 827

38, 145

64, 214
84, 436

855, 263

310, 165

310, 165

310,165

310, 165

310,165

310,165

349, 678

349,678

349, 678

349, 678

349, 678

349, 678

356, 906
356,906

356,906

356,906

356, 906

356,906
856, 906




No. of

Amend, Provision of Adopted Total

Vote on

in or- Citation Constitution Purpose of Amendment or Vote at

e a
der of to be Amended Rejected ARcEcasit Election

Proposal Sess. Laws Chap. |Art. See. Yes No

99 1913 501 9 ‘*‘f‘;_ﬁ_ To anthorize state bounties for reforestation. 108,852 63,782 356, 906

Add
100 19138 592 d To anthorize certain public lands to be set A 178,954 44,033 356,906
aside as state forests. ;
Add
101 1913 593 10 To anthovize the recall by the voters of "every 139,801 44, 961 356, 906
peblic official in Minnesota, elective or ap-
pointive.
Add
18 To anthorize special dog taxes and use of pro. 136, 671 59,786 356, 906
ceeds to compensate owners of animals injured
by dogs.

To authorize a revolving fund for improving | 240,975 58,100 416, 215
state school and swamp lands.

To anthorize investment of school and university 211, 529 56, 147 416,215
funds in first mortgages on improved famms. [

To anthorize the state to mine ore under public 183, 597 64, 255 416, 215
waters

To increase number of justices of supreme court, 130, 363 108, 002 416,215

and to anthorize the court to appoint its own
clerk.

To anthorize the governor to cunt down items in 136, 700 83,324 416, 215
appropriation bills

To aunthorize condemnation of private lands for 132, 741 97,432 416, 215
construction of private drainage ditches.

To establish the initiative and referendum. 187,711 51, 544 416, 215
To extend terms of probate judges to four years. 186, 847 72, 361 416, 215

To prohibit the manufacture and the sale of 189,614 173, 665 380, 604
liquor.

To provide a state trunk highway system. 526, 936 199, 603 797, 945
To extend terms of probate judges to four years. 446,959 171, 414 797, 945

532 I To anthorize state income tax and to change pro- b 331,105 217, 558 797,945
visions as to property exempt from taxes.

(Extra session) No amendments Wwere proposed.




%0+ of

Amend .

In Qr-

der of

Proposal

Prov. of
Citation Const. to
be Amended
Sess. Laws « | Art. Sec.

Adopted
or
Rejected

Purpese of Amenduent

Vote on
Amendment

Yes

No

Total
Vote at
Election

1156

116

117

1921 9 10

1921 la

1923

Add new
article

To authorize loaning the credit of the state to
aid in the development of agricultural resources.

To impose a tax on the business of mining or pro-
ducing iron ore or other ores and providing for
the distribution of such taxes.

To authorize placing in and to credit to the
"Trunk Highway Fund" any or all excise taxes
levied and collected on the business of selling
or dealing in fluids used, or which can be used,
for motor vehicle power purposes.

To change the requirements for the publication
of proposed amendments to charters of cities and
villages.

To authorize the establishing of state owned
public terminal grain elevators.

To authorize the enactment of laws encouraging
and promoting forestation and reforestation of
lands and providing for special taxation thereof.

To permit the state to engage in fire prevention
work, including compulsory clearing and improve-
ment of wild lands {public or private) and
assessment against such lands of the value of
all benefits conferred and payment of damages so
sustained in excess of such benmefits.

To authorize enactment of laws encouraging and
promoting forestation and reforestation of lands.

To fix the number of associate justices of the
Supreme court at six

To authorize the legislature to prescribe and
1imit the liability of stockholders in corpora-
tion.

To authorize the legislature to provide for,
limit and otherwise regulate the liability of
stockholders or members of corporations and
cooperatives. Nothing in this section to re-
peal or affect liability of stockholders in
banks or corporations organized for banking as
provided in Sec. 13, Article 0.

To authorize the state to place in and credit to
the trunk highway fund two-thirds and to place
in and credit to the state road and bridge fund
one-third of the gasoline tax.

To authorize the legislature to prescribe and
limit the liability of stockholders in corporation

To raise the number of associate supreme court
justices to six.

534, 310

474, 697

520,769

246, 414

460, 965

486,818

428,018

78, 917

91,011

197, 455

200, 391

143, 518

127, 592

148, 784

140, 422

2238, 7125

346, 109

1356, 345

130,838

714, 630

714, 630

869,

722,781

722, 781

722,781

070, 274

828, 401

828, 401




No. of
Amend .
In Or-
der of
Proposal

Citation

Sess. Laws

Prov:.
Const.

of
to

be Amended

Art.

Sec.

Adopted
or
Rejected

Purpose of Amendment

Vote on
Amendment

Yes

No

Total
Vote at

Election

1929

1931

1981

1933

19338
Extra Session

1935

1935

1935-36
Extra Session

1936
Extra Session,
Dec. 17-23

To authorize the exchange of public lands of the
state for lands of the United States

To authorize the exchange of public lands of the
state for lands of the United States.

Relating to taxation of motor vehicles of com
panies paying taxes under the gross earnings
system of taxation.

To authorize taxing of lands acquired by the
state through operation of the system of rural
credits and to the appropriation of money from
the funds of the department of rural credits.

To authorize tax on incomes and on franchises
and privileges, including railroad companies;
such taxes may be in lieu of other taxes on real
or personal property.

To authorize taxing of lands acquired by the
state through operation of the system of rural
credits and the appropriation of money from the
funds of the department of rural credits;

Relating to the exemption from state taxation of
all household goods and equipment of each house-
hold and all farm machinery and equipment of each
farm.

To authorize the exchange of public lands of the
state for lands of the United States, and other
privacely owned lands.

Amendment construing academies, colleges, uni-
versities, and all seminaries of learning, for
taX purposes, to mean the property actually used
in instruction and housing of the students there-
of. :

To authorize the legislature to add new routes
to the "Trunk Highway system".

No amendments proposed.

To authorize the exchange of public lands of the
state for lands of the United States and other
privately owned lands.

To anthorize the elimination of taxation on real
and tangible property for state purposes

No amendments proposed.

No constitutional amendments proposed.

378,716

488,913

587, 292

468, 101

496, 017

468, 617

472,874

448, 917

355, 588

174, 231

258, 267

227, 634

261, 856

409, 924

181, 126

216, 760

247, 166

279, 877

297, 106

543, 847

828, 401

1,064, 203

1, 064, 208

1, 054, 208

1, 064, 203

1, 064, 332

1,064, 332

1, 064, 332

1,064, 332

1, 064, 332

1,164, 268

1,164, 268




No. of
Amend,
In Or
der of
Proposal

Prov, of
Citation Const. to
be Amended

Sess. Laws Chap. |Art., Sec.

Purpose of Ameéendment

Vote

on

Amendment

Yes

141

1937 492 8

1937

Extra Session
May 24 - July 23

1939 447

1944
Extra Session

1945
1947

Add new
article

To anthorize the exchange of public lands of the
state for lands of the United States and/or -pri
vately owned lands

To change the requirements for the publication
of proposed amendments to charters of cities
and villages within the state

No amendments proposed.

To change the requirements for publication of
proposed amendments to charters of cities and
villages.

To change the requirements for publication of
proposed amendments to home rule charters of
cities and villages

To anthorize changing the requirements for im-

vestment or loan of the permanent school and
permanent university funds.

To permit the state to construct, operate and
to assist in constructing and operating airports
and other.air navigation facilities

No amendments proposed.

No amendments proposed.

To permit the submission to the voters of twe
or more amendments without requiring that the

voters shall vote for or against each separately.

To permit two-thirds of the members of each
branch of the legislature to provide by law for
the calling of a constitutional convention.

To authorize the state to pay an adjusted com-
pensation to persons who have served in the
armed services of the United States in time of
war.

To authorize the distribution of the gasoline
tax on the basis of one-half for the Trunk
Highway Fund and one-half for the state Road
and Bridge Fund.

609, 046

488.370

635,815

459, 868

415,012

144,842

144 926

144,926

,801, 573

818,182
{incl. 671

"war" ballots)

190, 563

818, 182
{incl. ATl

3
|

\

nwar" ballots) <

264, 149

1,195, 397
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
84 SOUTH TENTH STREET, ROOM 417
MINNEAPOLIS 2, MINNESOTA

October 19, 1948

Dear President:

Many of you have asked why the League of Women Voters of Minnesota is
supporting Amendment 2 to the State Constitution to be voted on November 2nd.
The decision of the Board of the League of Women Voters of Minnesta to support
this amendment, passage of which would eliminate from Article XIV, Section 1,
of the Constitution as it now reads the following words:

NIf 2 or more alterations or amendments shall be submitted at the
same time, it shall be so regulated that the voters shall vote
for or against each separately"

is based on the Current Agenda item voted by the State Convention last May
which reads:

IThe League will work for a new State Constitution or for Con-
stitutional Revision in the interest of greater efficiency and
economy in government."

If we favor any change whatever in our present antiquated Constitution,
we must support passage of Amendment 2, since its passage will materially speed
the process of constitutional modernization. The purpose of Amendment i = ]
permit the voters to accept several minor alterations, such as words and phrases
for clarification, or two or more related changes, for example those provisions
concerned with the exemption and classification of property for taxation, on one
ballot. At present every change, however unimportant, must be presented and
voted upon separately., A method so slow and detailed is almost an insurmount—
able obstacle to the revision of a constitution as old as Minnesota ta,

The chief safeguard against grouping of desirable and undesirable
amendments is the voter. He elects the legislators who propose the amendments,
then votes on the amendments which the legislature by majority vote has accepted.
A legislator who valuel his political reputation would not allow an amendment op—
posed to the public welfare to be placed on the ballot with one rafted in the
public interest, It is not mandatory that more than one amendment appear on &
ballot, merely permissable.

The proposed amendment will appear on the ballot in the following form:

SECOND
VOTING ON COIISTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

SHALL THE CONSTITUTION, ARTICLE XIV, SECTION 1, BE AMENDED SO
THAT TWO OR MORE ALTERATIONS OR AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION
MAY BE SUBMITTED AT ONE TIME WITHOUT REQUIRING THAT THE VOTERS
SHALL VOTE FOR OR AGAINST EACH SEPARATELY?

=, Y O

Sincerely, Sl ks S

- Mrs. Malcolm Hérgfaves
MAKE A NOTE - BE SURE TO VOTE President
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
84 SOUTH TENTH STREET, ROOM L17
MINNEAPOLIS 2, MINNESOTA

October 19, 1948

Dear President:
?:_-.)

Many of you have asked why the League of Women Voters of Minnesota is
supporting Amendment 2 to the State Constitution to be voted on November 2nd.
The decision of the Board of the League of Women Voters of Minnesta %o support
this amendment, passage of which would eliminate from Article X1V, Section 1,
of the Constitution as it now reads the following words:

Nif 2 or more alterations or amendments shall be submitted at the
same time, it shall be so regulated that the voters shall vote
for or against each separately"

is based on the Current Agenda item voted by the State Convention last May
which reads:

"The League will work for a new State Constitution or for Con—
stitutional Revision in the interest of greater efficiency and
economy in government."

1f we favor any change whatever in our present antiquated Constitution,
we must support passage of Amendment 2, since its passage will materially speed
the process of constitutional modernization. The purpose of Amendment 2 is to
permit the voters to accept several minor alterations, such as words and phrases
for clarification, or two or more relatel changes, for example those provisions
concerned with the exemption and classification of property for taxation, on one
ballot. At present every change, however unimportant, must be presented and
voted upon separately. A method so slow and detailed is almost an insurmount—
able obstacle to the revision of a constitution as old as Minnesota 's.

The chief safeguard against grouping of desirable and undesirable
amendments is the voter. He elects the legislators who propose the amendments,
then votes on the amenciments which the legislature by majority vote has accepted.
A legislator who valued his political reputation would not allow an amendment op-—
posed to the public welfare to be placed on the ballot with one drafted in the
public interest. It is not mandatory that more than one amendment appear on &
ballot, merely permicsable,

The proposed amendment will appear on the ballot in the following form:

SECOND
VOTING ON CONSTITUTIONAL AMEVDMENTS

THAT TWO OR MORE ALTERATIOI'S OR AMENDMENTS TO THE COWSTITUTION
MAY BE SUBMITTED AT ONE TIME JITHOUT REQUIRING THAT THE VOTERS
SHALL VOTE FOR OR AGAINST EACH SEPARATELY?

NO

_ \ SHALI, THE CONSTITUTION, ARTICLE X1V, SECTION 1, BE AMENDED SO

Sincerely,

Mrs. Malcolm Hargraves
MAKE A NOTE - BE SURE TO VOTE President
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MINNESOTA TAXPAYERS ASSOCIATION

A Federation of County Taxpayers Associations
FAWKHS BLDigg — 1645 HENNEPIN AVE.
MINNEAPOLIS 3, MINNESOTA
Lincoln 2145

St. Poul Headquarters
St. Paul Association of Commerce

5t. Paul, Minnesota

Dear Member:

URGENT!
Enclosed is the new booklet, just off the press, de-
signed for quantity distribution, to acquaint voters with the
responsibilities concerned in passing a State Veterans Bonus.

Because this is a most vital matter for our State which
may end in a greatly inoreased State debt, increased taxes and new
taxes, we feel that every voter in the State should realize the
possible complications before voting on this proposal.

It has been attampted to place pro and con arguments in
this booklet, It is a "boil down" of voluminous information avail=
able on this matter, both in Minnesota and from other states,

It is hoped that at least 200,000 of these booklets will
be placed in the hands of Minnesota voters through the Macs, Minne-
sota Trade Associations, Industry, end our own affiliates through-
out the State, and others. This distribution will be backed by
weekly news releases to both the urban and rural press,

We shall hope for your aid on this urgent job to be
done before the November election.

Yours sincerely,

Secy.~Treas,




ARGUMENTS AGAINST A BONUS

The following were some of the arguments
given the legislature against the bonus:

(1) A bonus, if one is necessary, is the
sole responsibility of the Federal govern-
ment which called these men into military
service. In addition, all veterans through-
out the country would be treated on a uni-
form basis and the impact of the tax burden
gogld be spread throughout all states of the

nion.

(2) The Federal government through the
G.I. Bill of Rights and other legislation has
offered an unusual, liberal and complete pro-
ﬁ;am for adjusting the soldier to civilian

e.

(3) The financial cost is so great that the
state would be forced to assume an unbear-
able debt. New taxes will be required when
the state is already over-burdened with a
tax load that is handicapping development
in the state.

(4) A bonus of $200 or $300 is too small
to be of any assistance in adjusting a soldier
to civilian life.

(6) A bonus granted now will be of no
assistance in adjusting a soldier to civilian
life since that transition period is over., Fed-
eral payment of mustering out compensation
and unemployment compensation took care
of this adjustment.

(6) There are much better ways of show-
ing appreciation for the services of our
soldiers, such as loans for homes, for sub-
sidized veterans’ housing, for starting a busi-
ness, educational scholarships, mesical eare,
hospitalization, ete. An appropriation for
veterans’ housing would meet the most
serious need facing the veteran today. Cali-
fornia, New Jersey, Louisiana, New York
and Texas have adopted this method of aid-
ing veterans.

(7) Veterans, as citizens, must pay what-
ever taxes are levied to finance the bond
issue. Therefore, they are certain to pay a
sizable portion of their own bonus.

(8) Civilian wages were controlled to a
large extent for the war period so there is
little need for so-called “adjusted compensa-
tion.” 1In addition, soldiers received far
higher compensation in World War II than in
World War 1.

(9) The Federal G.I. Bill of Rights plus
the numerous speecial veterans services set
up by the state government makes a bonus
unnecessary since all veterans in need of
special assistance are well taken care of.

(10) Less than half the states granted a
bonus for World War I and even a smaller
number have authorized a bonus for this
war, thus showing that a bonus is not neces-
sarily the responsibility of a state govern-
ment.

]

ARGUMENTS FOR A BONUS

The arguments presented for a bonus are
listed below. The following were the most
common though not all the arguments pre-
sented to the Minnesota legislature a year
ago:

(1) A bonus is a tangible token of the
heartfelt gratitude of the people of Minne-
sota for the difficult, arduous and dangerous
service which resulted in a glorious vietory.

(2) From time immemorial countries have
given bonuses or gratuities of one type or
another for their fighting men so that there
is plenty of precedent for bonus legislation.

(8) Minnesota set for itself the precedent
for a state bonus after World War I

(4) There is need of an adjustment in
compensation to veterans so that they will
receive like treatment in wages with their
fellows who served in war industries. It
is neither a pension nor charity.

(5) The payment of three or four hundred
dollars to each veteran is not large and well
within the ability of the state to finance
over a period of ten to twenty years.

(6) Thie outstanding debt of the state has
been reduced to the lowest point in fifteen
years so that the state treasury is in a sound
fiseal condition thus enabling the state to
handle a bonus bond issue at this time.

(7) A veteran may have to pay through
taxation for a portion of his own bonus but
the amount will be insignificant if the proper
type of taxes are selected.

(8) A large majority of veterans will not
receive any of the existing benefits for dis-
abled or unfortunate veterans. A bonus is
the only way this group can be compensated
for their war sacrifices.

(9) Veterans need and are entitled to
some financial assistance to readjust them-
selves to civilian life.

(10) Minnesota granted a bonus to World
War I veterans and in all fairness veterans
of this war should be treated as liberally.

6

THE PROPOSED
VETERANS BONUS

AMENDMENT

An Impartial Study of Proposed Con-
stitutional Amendment for Veterans
Bonus in Minnesota, to be Voted on
in November Election, 1948.

WITH ARGUMENTS
FOR AND AGAINST

Analysis prepared by
MINNESOTA TAXPAYERS

ASSOCIATION
®

Minnesota citizens will vote on four pro-
posed constitutional amendments at the com-
ing November election.

Perhaps the most important of these is the
proposal to authorize the state ]egisgﬂture
to pass a state bonus bill for veterdns of
World War II.

While passage of the amendment would
not in itself provide a bonus, a favorable
vote by the electorate would remove all legal
obstacles to a bonus, and the state legisla-
ture very likely would regard such action as
a mandate to provide one.

Adoption or rejection of a Ib(_n_aus, 'Lhe;'e-
fore, will in fact be the responsibility of Min-
nesota voters.

In order to provide information upon which
voters can make their own determination, an
impartial presentation of faects, for and
against a bonus, are given herewith.

This report is given as a public service,
presenting both sides of the issue, fo give
veterans and others a picture of the tax
situation and what might be expected in
the future and make for more intelligent
voting in the fall election.

1




FINANCING A BONUS

Whatever action the legislature might
take in adopting a bonus would automatical-
ly bring to the fore the problem of financing
the bonus.

This, in turn, brings up the questions:
How much will a bonus cost the people of
Minnesota? How will the taxes be raised
to meet bond issues that undoubtedly will
be spread over a period of years?

A statistical report comparing the pro-
posed bonus for World War II Veterans as
compared to that paid in Minnesota to World
War I Veterans reveals that:

COST OF PROPOSED BONUS

There are four times as many veterans to-
day as in World War I. They average much
longer terms of military service. The cost
of a World War II bonus will be much
larger than that of the bonus for World War
I. If financed by borrowing, the state debt
will be increased by at least 160 per cent.
Cost of the World War I bonus to Minnesota
was only $28,000,000. The same type of
bonus for World War II is estimated at
over $200,000,000. Administrative costs will
be considerably greater mow than after
World War L.

To finance such a bonus, its original pay-
ment, administrative costs, and interest,
would probably require over $30,000,000 a
year for a ten-year period; and over $15,-
000,000 a year for a 20-year period.

This money would have to be raised by
taxes. Since real estate taxes now are at a
high point in the state; since the Minnesota
state income tax rate is one of the highest
in the nation; since liquor taxes are now
allocated to state and municipal purposes,
since one-half of the iron ore occupational
tax is dedicated by the state constitution to
education, and the iron ore royalty tax is
used by the state for financing various state
services, while other major tax sources are
ear-marked for eduecation, highways, and
other state obligations, there appears to be

2

no other major tax source available except a
general retail sales tax. This latter tax is
perhaps the only productive source remain-
ing, despite its apparent unpopularity.

BONUS IN OTHER STATES

A recent study dealing with cash bonuses
for veterans of two wars as applied to other
state governments reveals that:

1. Ten states have already authorized
World War II bonuses, totaling $1 bil-
lion, 600 million. Seven other states
are considering World War II bonuses,
totaling $1 billion, 200 million.

. Interest charges on money borrowed
to pay the World War I bonuses of
New Jersey and of South Dakota were
more costly than the bonuses given.

Five states of the 20 which gave
World War I bonuses are still paying
interest on the bonds issued.

. The Federal government will spend
in the four-year period 1946-50 more
than $1,400 per World War II veteran.
In the first four years following World
War I the Federal government spent
about $400 per veteran.

. Maine voters in a referendum, turned
down a bonus, although the legisla-
ture there had approved a $150 pay-
ment to veterans of World War II.
The proposal was defeated by a vote
of two to one in the state referendum.

. No bonus has been presented to the
legislatures of ten states.

. Bonus bills failed to obtain favorable
committee action in the legislatures of
eighteen states.

. In two states, bonus bills were ap-
proved in the House and defeated in
the Senate.

. No bonuses were voted in the south-
ern states after World War I, and
none have been voted for World War
II.

A number of states which have not
granted bonuses have instead provid-
ed other special services for veterans.

VETERANS WOULD PAY
PART OF COST

Whether a bonus will be paid to Minne-
sota veterans of World War II is a decision
to be made by the voters in November.
Veterans, themselves, constitute a large pro-
portion of the citizenship; therefore, vet-
erans will pay in taxes a great part of their
own bonus.

It is impossible to measure in dollars the
heroic service given to the country by our
veterans. Their unselfish sacrifices are ap-
preciated by every citizen. The bonus, ther-
fore, would be a token of appreciation. The
small amount paid to veterans, however,
could have little effect on their economie
status. It would be a token gift.

DECISION UP TO VOTERS

Veterans and their families, as well as all
other voters, will be required to decide for
themselves: Whether voting a bonus will be
in the long-time interest of the Veterans
and of the State, keeping in mind that the
affairs of the State and the financial obliga-
tions of the State will in the main be the
responsibility of the veterans in a very few
years.

Citizens and veterans should become
familiar with all the facts before voting.
After determining what is in the best in-
terests of the veteran and of the state, each
individual must then vote according to his
own convictions.
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