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June 27, 1955

Dgar Stellsa:

I can iImagine you have had numerous requests to do extra Jobs
now, and L don't like to add to them, because I know how you
have been looking forward to a little lelsure time = or doing
other things besldes League, but this one shouldn't be too hard
on you; I am wondering if you would be willing to write the
materlial on the 1lron ore tax asmendment 1n response to the request
of the Convention.

It need not be the comprehensive thing we would do for a current
agénda study item, but just something to give a picture of what
1t's about. ¥You have a great deal of knowledge on the

=
i~}
i

ub ject and
t would

all

would be iIn a position to get additional meterial, and
not need to be ready before the early part of next VOar.

I would be so grateful if you could.

Sincerely, and with best wishes,

Ethyl Young
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Q¢ How do we use this tax money now?

Iron ore tax receints are nov divided equzlly between the state's
de and the permsnent trust funds., Under the constitution =& it ’ )
ercent the state general revenue fund for current expenses, nercant
nt school fund =nd ten nerecent to the permsnent university

ennuslly by ol end university funds 1s

he ach
in nerm=nent tr 'L‘.Ft "
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iron ore
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Q: Waen't the permsnent school fund set up by our founding fathers at the time
Minnesota became n statel?

At Yes. But it did not include iron ore tax receipts. This haprened in 1922,
Before that time iron ore taxes were used for eurrent st=te costs. The proposed
emendment does not destroy the permsnent school trust fund,

Q: Isn't iron ore considered 2 dwindling resource. Will one generation use it
without thought for future generstione?

centuries. Furthermore, futurs educstionzl needs =re best met with
§82{ ne eapecities and productivitiy. We can help insure an expending
providing better schools now,
the
How do we use/trust funds now?

velooment of taconite insures continmaing iron ore shipmente for at
o1

We invest the money under stete supervision, Whatever interest is earned esch
ey is distributed tc all school distriets on a per pupil basis.

How mich money ver vupil wag distributed last yesr]

A: In the school vear of 1954, $8.1B was distributed per mupil, messured sgainst
11
t‘

“»
gross enrollment., That totalled $4,702,556. All other state money distributed
to school districts totslled %66 +130,192., Intersst from the permanent school
fund provided seven percent of the totzl state cost of education, It is
interesatinzg to note the following compnarisons:

Permanent school Totzl educa- Percent of total Percent of state
fund esarnings coete per cost paid by geducation costs
ror mnhdd pupil pupril fund earnings yeid by fund earnings

1930 $h.: $ 99. bo3% 25%

1940 B, 7" $110, .35 144

1950 ! 26, 2.7% 8%
1954 $£8.18 = 2.19 %

Qs If the amendment pssses, what percentsze of the total cost of educating
Minnesots sechool children will be paid by the interest earnéd by the permanent
gschool fund in, say, 1965%

A 1478
If the smendment does not e what will the percent=gze bel

1.93%. Whether the smendment pseses or not the importance of the earnings from
e permenent school fund will continue to diminigh,

Q: Why sre the esrnings from the $rust fund playing such a2 small role in financing
our schools? Three ressons: inflation, lower interest rstee, and increassed school
opulation, Siﬂce 1600 the cost of living has risen 2L45% percent, In 1900 the
trust funds ﬂ"“§§# et 2 rste of 5.2 percent == in 1955 they earned =t a2 rate of

2.5 percent, a decline of over 50 percent, Since 1900 school population has
ineressed 4O percent end greatly expanded school progrzme have incressed the cost of

education ner ehild.,
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Q: VWho borrowe from the trust funds?

A: Bome Minnesotz school districts, but they are severely limited in the amount
they can borrow by another provision of the constitution. However, other states may
borrow from our funds snd in turn lend money for building programs to their own
school distriets becesuse their laws are not as severly limitedx as our own.

Q: Cen't we imvrove our lending policies to make money more readily available for losn
to our own school districts?

A: A constitutional amendmenf isr required, One was defeated in 1952,

Q: If the proposed amendment passes, what are the chences that the legislature would
place the relezsed money in a fund to losn at low interest rates to school districts
for building purposes?

A: There is nothing in the amendment to prevent this. Actuzlly, how the next legis-
lature appropriates money to meet school needs denends largely on publiec ovinion,

Q¢ If the amendment passes ere we opening the door to the lezislature to distribute
the released money by some other method than the tried and proven distribution on a
per pupil basis to every school district in the state?

A3 Present distribution of the interest from the permanent school fund is besed on
legislative action. There is no more reason to assume the legislature will change
the method of distribution if the amendment passes than if it does not nass.

Q: If this emendment faile is it likely that = similar one will be presented in 19587

A: Yes., But it might be different. There is considersble feeling that the smendment
should not contain = clsuse dediesting the released money to schoole 2nd the university.
The proposal to dedicate the money for education, as contrasted to relessing it entirely
to legislative diseretion, passed in the senate WihBnipromewaten with only 2 one vote
mergin, Thus it is possible that if this amendment ies defested, it will be put to

the people again in 1958 without the provision to dedicete the relessed money for educatio

Qs If the amendment passes is it 1ikely that the legislature will use the released
$8,000,000 anmuslly to balance the education budget esnd divert an equal smount out of
the income tax revemmes for other, non-educztion purnoses?

A: This would be unlikely if the peorle had already registered their approval of the
principles involved in the amendment by gziving it a 60 percent vote (as is required to
pass & constitutionsl smendment)., It is also unlikely becszuse the momey will be needed
to maintein current school aid levels. Still, diversion of income tax revenues for
non-elementary and secondsry school purposes has occurred before and only the aroused
voice of the electorate cen determine how legisl=ators will act sgain.

Q: Are coste of eduestion going to contimue to rise?l

A; A study by the National Citizens Commissicn for Publie Schools shows that the
number of school children will inecrease by one third over the néxt decase. Gosts per
c¢hild are estimated to rise by 15 to 55 percent.

Q: Just vhat will be spent by the state for education in this biennium?

At A total of $150 million. Approximately £30 million of this will come from the

unueed balance which accumlated ss & result of increzseé income tex revemues, 1% is
estimated there will be only & small balance when the legislature meets in 1957, If




present alds are to be continued, up to $30 million in mew money will have to be
rovided for. It is further estimsted that incressing enrollments will automatically
reauire $8 million more, slthough part of the cost of additional enrollment will

be offset by ineressed income tax receipts.

o
Thus, the 1957 legislature will be foced with severzl alternatives: If may cut
beck the present aid program; it may contimue the present aid progrem by increasing
taxes; 1t may determine current ald program ies not adeguate and increase the aids
and the corresponding smount of taxes needed to do so,

Q: Isn't it true that the passage of this amendment will provide only a $16 million

L4
L]
answer to what will be a larger question?

A: Yes. Passage of this amendment is not the ghole answer. But $16 million is e
substantial portion of the new money that will be ndeded, Other answers, both
immediste and long m=amam range, including the tyithholnding® method of collecting
income taxes, are being studied.

Q: Aren't school enrollments today almost the sameé &s they were fhm when this
amendment to add iron ore revemue to the permenent school fund was passed in 19227 Why
the gudden demand for changel?

A: Gross enrollment in 1922 was 540,883, Gross enrollment in 1955 wes 593,994, An es-
timate besed on the Netionel Citigens' Commiseion report puts Minnesota gross

enroilment 4in 1965 at 750,000. To this we must 2dd the fact that children are noll now

steying in school longer; more are completing high school: =nd the type of education we

now offer is gre=tly expanded and hence more exnensive.




I am enclesing & eopy of the material on Amendment No. 3 which we spoke of.

I hope you will use it in any mspyyoursem way you see fit. The statistics
ere from the denartment of education (etete). Please send me & copy of
vhatever material your organizetion prepares on this motem amendment. Thanks,
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Sehool Fund Accumulation

1
Total
Earnings
& Percent
Earnings

PERMANENT SCHOOL FUND ANALYSIS

2

Per Child % of child

School Fund
Earnings
Per Child

Cost -
All
Sources

Gross NHo.
of Pupils
Enrolled

cost from’
school fund
earnings

2
State
Contrib.
to total

e

Ed. costs

Lands

Lands

Lands

Lands
Ore Tax

Lands
QOre Tax

Lancs
Ore Tax

Lands
Ore Tax

Lands

$12,5L46,529

$21,002,571
$30,920,032

$49,687,ThO
8,891,068
$61,244,257
19,320,937

$o%, 798,426
53,145,023

- 84.8%

= 15-2?:’

-75.9%

- 24,1%

- 61.1%
= 35-%

$104,980,225 - 54.5%

87:61'?1100' l|'5 -5‘%

$107,282,688 - 53.L4%

Ore Tﬂx4_793?62%;991.-h5.6$

Amendment pésses’ | 3

Tands  $128,000,000 - 56%
Ore Tax 101,000,000 - 44%

Amendment fails

Lands $128,000,000 - 43%
Ore Tax 173,000,000 -57%

See next page for footnotes

-

i

$658,256
5.2%
765,046
3.6%
1,338,711
L.3%
2,345,732
L%

2,52k,248
3.1%

3,333,352
2.3%

4,702,556
2.4%

5,119,003
2.5%

5,725,000
2.5%

T,525,000
2.5%

$1.65 $1L4.00

399,207
440,083 1.74

2.66

31.00

503,597 76.00

551,741 k.25 59.00

531,781 4,75 110.00

510,517 246.00

575,234 399.00
593,994

7
750,000

11.8%
5.6%
3.5%

l+.3§

L,3%

$1,296.459.,
2,773,5%0.
5,800,036
9,506,607

17,756,100

k2,299,693

66,130,192

% of State
Contrib.
from
School Fund

living
Index

7
Cost of

8
Total income

payments to
individuals
living in
Minnesota

100
118

257
21k

180

308

345

1443 million
(1929)

1k2Lk million
3055 million
72k million

(1953)

9
6802 million

9
6802 million




Reports of State Auditor.

From "Trends in Minnesota Education"” - Mimn. Dept. of Ed. (March 1955)

Assumes 32 million per year from state owned lands after July 1956; amendment effective Hov. 1956
Assumes $8 million per year from iron ore tax; $2 million per year from state owned lands.

Estimate one-third increase in enrollment in 1965 over 1954 from "Financing Public Education
in the Decade ghead” published by Nat'l Cit. Commission for Pub. Schools Dec. 1954

Estimate rise in school costs in 1965 of 15% to 55%; 30% used in these calculations (from "Finasncing
Public Education in the Decade Ahead")

Compiled from index published by Dept. of Ag. and Dept. of Labor back to 1909; from 1909 to 1900 from
index computed by Fed. Res. Bank of N.Y. with appropriate conversions. (Hisbrical Statisties of U.S. -
Suppl. to Stat. Abstract - Dept. of Commerce)

Dept. of Commerce "Survey of Current Business" August 195k, and "Thirty Years of Taxation in Minnesota",
Special Research report No. 1lh, April, 1950.

Llig, increase in gross national product estimated from 1953 to 1965 - from "Financing Public Education
in the Decade Ahead"




TARIE I
PERMANENT SCHOOL TRUST FUND
Total Paid in

Paid in Since Trust Fund
Item F_‘_:i.scal J:(_‘_SlE Began in 1923

Sale of Land, Right of Ways $ 131,000 $ 1L,247,000
Sale of Timber, etc, .10k, 000 12,268,000
Royalty on Iron Ore 2,098,000 7h,255,000
Occupation Tax on Iron Ore 11, 03%, 000 87,617,000
Miscellaneous 79,000 2,67L,000

13, LL4, 000 $191, 061,000

TABIE II
CCCUPATICN TAX ON IRON ORE
To To To Total

General Revenue Permanent School Permanent University Amount
Fund Trust Fund Trust Fund Collected

$ 8,556,000 $ 6,8LL,000 $1,711,000 17,111,000

11,999,000 9,599,000 2,400,000 23,997,000
9,122,000 7,538,000 1,88L,000 18,84k, 000

13,791, 000 11,033,000 2,758,000 27,582,000

Amounts have been figured in round numbers,




TABLIE III

TYPICAL MINNESOTA INCOME TAX COLILECTIONS

Fiscal Amount
Year Collected

1934 $ 1,194,000
1937 5,568,000
19440 11,108,000
1943 21,337,000
1946 22,33L,000
19h9 19,340, 000
1951 53,011,000
1952 57,738,000
1953 54,017,000
1954 Est. 60,000, 000

Most of these taxes collected have gone to the schools
immediately upon collection; however, some surplus re-
sulted accounting for the balances in this fund as showm
in Table IV.

This tax accounts for approximately 25-30% of tha total
income of the school districts as for example:

1952 Total Income $215,582,000
From Income Tax 51,715,000
% From Income Tax 25.0
The remaining school district income comes from local

property texes (with some federal aid, interest from
school trust fund, etce)e




TABLE IV

INCOME TAX FUND
(Dedicated to School Use)

Balance left in Fund at Beginning of Fiscal Years

July 1, 1952 Balance $68, 741,000

July 1, 1953 Balance 65,2LL,000
July 1, 195hL Balance 52,347,000
July 1, 1955 Approximate Balance 30,000,000
July 1, 1956 Estimated Balance 15,000,000

July 1, 1957 Estimated Balance 0

TABLE V

CONTRIBUTION OF TWIN CITY AREAS TO INCOME TAX - 1953

Amoun®t Paid in Tax Amount Returned for Scnonols
Hennepin County $2C, 556,000 $8,717,000

Ramsey County 10,037,000 3,938,000




Aygust 8, 1965

Mr. Samuel Galse
40 McXnight Bldg.
nneapolls 1, Minnesota

80 much faryour letter of July 6th secondlhg Dr.
Invitetion to be a Minnesota delegnte at the Four-

éntl on at Loughas Lodge next month. [t was very
thoughtful and kind of you, and I apmeciate very mudh .

ive accepted the Invitation and am lcoking forwerd

ilth kindest regards to you and Stella = and will yol thank her
for me for agreelng to do some research on thHe iron dre tax
- N 21 ————— T e
amendment .

—_—

Bincerely,

Mrs. Basll Young




Aygust 8, 1965

ire SCamusel Gals
340 MceKnlght EBldg.

inneapolls 1, Minnesota

Lear

'hank you so much faryour letter of July 6th |secondlhg

e -‘\ra-r-,
oarrild

wEnte Von

on to be a Mimnesota dels
Loughas Lodge next month
thoughtful and kind of you, and I appreclate

nave accepted the invitation and am lcoklng forwer

with kindest regards to you and Stellas - and will
for me for agreeing to do some research on the
amendment.

you thank her
iron gre tax

R T | P T T

PEEE———m

Sincerely,

Mrs. Basll Young




LARSON,LOEVINGER,LINDQUIST,FREEMAN & FRASER

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

EARL R.LARSON MIDLAND BANK BUILDING
LEE LOEVINGER MINNEAPOLIS |, MINNESOTA
LEONARD E.LINDGQUIST : = :

DONALD M, FREASER - ) . o _.i -‘_ TELEPHONE MAIN B0O78
ROBERT C.MUSSMAN

LOUISE A,HEROU

GERALD E.,MAGNUSON




September 8, 1955

To the State Coordinating Committee on Education:

Pursuant to your request I am attaching hereto the following:

(a) Statement on the proposed constitutional amendment to free the
iron ore tax for current school needs.

(b) A statement of the Permanent School Fund growth with comparative
statistics.

(c) A copy of the proposed constitutional amendment with the roll-call
shown on the following page.

The chart on the Permanent School Fund goes back only to 1900; this is
due to the lack of statistics prior to 1900 and the feeling that a study of a
half-century should be sufficient to measure the value of the fund.

One of the questions raised about this proposed amendment is the
possibility that the legislature will take out of the income tax fund an amount
equal to the money which would become available as a result of passage of this
amendment, leaving no net gain for the schools.

There are two major reasons why this is unlikely:

() The proposal to divert the 4O% ore tax to general revenue was urged
in the Senate and defeated. The legislature, therefore, has already faced this
problem and met it successfully. If the people of this state vote by a 60%
majority tc adopt this amendment the chance of such an indirect diversion from
schocl funds seems even more remote.

(b) The present rate of expenditure from the special state aid fund
indicates that most if not all of the estimated 8 million per year will be
required to maintain present school supports.

The political considerations cperating at the next session of the
legislature are difficult to predict at this time. There is, however, nc guestion
but that passage of this amendment will strengthen current school financing.

This should certainly be kept in mind when considering the smendment.

Respectfully submitted,

Donald M. Fraser,
State Senator
29th District
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FROPOSAL TO FREE IRON CRE OCCUPATION TAX
FOR CURRENT SCHOOL NEEDS - BACKGROUND

1. In November, 1956, Minnesota voters will decide whether 40% of the future
iron ore occupation tax shall be used for current school needs or shall continue
to accumulate in the Permanent School Fund. Chapter 6 of the 1955 Special
Session Laws provides for submission of such a constitutional amendment.

This Act passed the Senate, 51 to 11, and the House 80 to 4l. This vote will
alsc determine whether the University shall receive its 10% of the ore tax
ocutright or as an accumulation to the Permanent University Fund.

Fund since November 4, 1922 when an amendment to the constitution specifically
suthorized the iron ore cccupation tax and divided the revenue--50% to general
revenue, 40% to the Permanent School Fund, and 10% to the Permanent University
Fund, Since 1922 the occupation tax has contributed 93.5 million dollars to
the Permsnent School Fund. This is 46.6% of the total fund to date. Nome of
the money alrsady contributed to the Permesnent School Fund by the iron ore
cccupation tax would be withdrawn for current school use if the proposed
amendment passed. The proposed amendment is only concerned with 40% of the
future iron ore cccupation tax receipts.

2. The iron ore cccupation tax has been contributing to the Permanent School

3. The Permenent School Fund was established in the original state constitution
adopted October 13, 1857. The constitution provided that only interest or
earnings from the Fund would be used. The principal would always remain intact
and grow. By 1857 the state bhad received 3 million acres of land from the
Federal Government for the support of schools and the University. The stats
constitution stated that the procseds of such land (and any acquired thereafier)
ghould remain a perpetusl school fund with only the earnings of the Fund to be
used for school purposes., About one millicn acres of this original grant

still remain wnsold. The royalties on this unsold land; the sale of timber
rights; and the sale of the 2 million acres of this land have contributed
$107,282,668. to the Permanent School Fund over the past 98 years. Passage

of the proposed amendment would not disturb this $107 million (nor the

93.5 million from the iron ore tax).

amendment doss not take the LO% of the iron ore occcupation tax
Whether amendment passes or fails, 40% of the ore
exclusively for school purposes. The questiocn to be voted

s iron
upon is:
current

be used

gchocl needs or whether only the interest earned from that 40% shall
for current school needs.

The Permenent School Fund and Minnesota's Economy

l. In 1900 the earnings from the Permanent School Fund contributed 51% of the
money paid by the state to local school districts. By 1954 the Permanent
School Fund contributed only 7% of the money paid by the state to local school

distriects.

The diminishing role of the School Fund is alsc seen when measursd against the




Reasons

for
decline

Wealth of
State
Growin
Faster Than
Trust Funds

Permanent

School Funds

will grow

total educational cost per child. This is shown on the chart below:

% of total cost per child paid
by Permanent School Fund earnings

//If amendment fails

—_———— 8

— — "¢ —If amendment passes

1950 1954 1965

1940

l9i0 19é0 19éO

If the iron ore tax accumulation is considered separately, the accumulation

of 87.6 million in 1954 paid less than 1% of the total cost of educating each
child (or about $3.75 per pupil).

2, Among the factors that have contributed to the decline in power of the
Permanent School Fund are:

(a)
(v)

Since 1900 the cost of living has risen by 245%.

In 1900 the trust funds earned at the rate of 5.2%; in 1955 they
earned at the rate of 2.5%, or a decline of over 50%.

If the two factors of inflation and decline in earning power are
brought together, they show that the present dollar earns only
one-seventh what the 1900 dollar earned.

(c)

A h9% inerease in school population since 1900,
(e) Greatly expanded school programs which have increased the cost
per child from $14. in 1900 to $399 in 195k,

3. The ability of the people of Minnesota to support education has steadily
increased - even faster than the Permanent School Funds have grown.

From 1929 (which is as far back as figures are available) to 1953 the total
income payments to individuals in Minnesota has risen 227%. The earnings
from the Permanent School Fund in that time have risen only 90%.

Future of Bducation with reference to the Permanent School Funds
and the Iron Ore Occupation Tax

1. Whether the proposed constitutional amendment passes or not, the Permanent

School Fund will continue to grow.
Fund are expected to build this fund at the rate of $2.8 million per year for

The lands now owned by ‘the Permanent School



Iron ore
tax to
continue
into the
foreseeable
future

Fund
Earnings
to fall
further
behind in

next decade

Best invest-

ment is in

the new
generation

the next 20 years, and at the rate of $.8 million per year for the next
succeeding 30 years. In the year 2005, therefore, the Permanent School Fund
will have increased by an estimsted 80 million dollars. Mr. Ray Nolan,

head of the Division of Lands and Minerals, Dept. of Conservation, states
that these estimates are based upon presently known sources of income and
are conservative estimates. Approximately 5 billion tons of crude taconite
are estimated to lie within Permasnent School Fund lands. There is a
gsubstantial possibility of other mineral developments on state-owned land,
all of which will produce more revenue than presently anticipated.

2. The iron ore occupation tax has contributed an average of $8 million per
year over the last 5 years to the Permanent School Fund. The future of the
iron ore tax is uncertain; however, at least one study based on projected
steel demands for the U.S. and known sources of iron ore in the U.S. and in
foreign countries reveals a continuing shipment of ore (including taconite)
of approximately 7O million tons per year for the next quarter century.

This is the same level of shipments we have had over the past 5 years.
Taconite will gradually replace the higher grade ore. Taconite does not now
pay an occupation tax. However, as taconite production becomes more
profitable, taconite will begin to pay an occupation tax. There is enough
taconite on the range to provide for at least the next several centuries of
demand. The argument for a Permanent School Fund to stand in lieu of a
diminishing and non-replaceable natural asset does not seem justified.

3. A study of the financial needs of education at the end of the next decade

has been made by the National Citizens Commission for Public Schools.

This study shows that our national income conservatively will increase by
Lu% over the next decade, and the number of school children will increase by
one-third. Costs per child are estimated to rise by 15 to 55 percent.

By projecting these figures it can be shown that the power of the Permanent
School Fund will continue to decline,so that even if this amendment should
fail, the earnings of this fund will contribute less than 2% of the cost per
child in 1965.

L, Future educational needs must be met from the wealth of the people
Egisting at that time; our best contribution to insure adequate wealth for
the people lies in investing our present money in better schools for the
next generation.




CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT - OCCUPATION TAX ON MINING
Chapter 6

S.F. No. 3

An Act proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the State of Minnesota,
Article IX, section 1A, pertaining to the occupation tax on the business of
mining or producing iron ore or other ores in this state and the apportionment
and distribution of the proceeds therefrom.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Minnescta:

Section 1. The following amendment to the Constitution of the State of
Minnesota, Article IX, Section 1A, is hereby proposed to the people of the state
for their approval or rejection, which section when amended shall read as follows:

Sec., 1A. Every person, co-partnership, company, joint stock company,
corporation, or association however or for whatever purpose organized, engaged in
the business of mining or producing iron ore or other ores in this state, shall
pay to the State of Minnesota an occupation tax on the valuation of all ores mined
or produced, which tax shall be in addition to all other taxes provided by law,
said tax to be due and payable from such person, co-partnership, company, Jjoint
stock company, corporation, or association however or for whatever purpose
organized, on May first of the calendar year next following the mining or producing
thereof. The valuation of ore for the purpose of determining the amount of tax
to be paid shall be ascertained in the menner and method provided by law.

Funds derived from the tax herein provided for shall be used as follows: 50 percent
to the state general revenue fund, 40 percent for the support of elementary and
secondary schools and ten percent for the general support of the university.

The legislature shall by law make the necessary provisions for carrying out the
provisions of this section.

Sec, 2. This proposed amendment shall be submitted to the people of this
state for their approval or rejection at the first general election held after
passage of this act, in the manner provided by law for the submission of amendments
to the constitution, and the votes thereon shall be counted, canvassed, and the
result thereof proclaimed as provided by law. The ballots used at such election
shall have printed thereon the following:

“"ghall section 1A of Article IX of the Constitution of the State of Minnesota
be so smended that the third sentence thereof shall read as follows:

Funds derived from the tax herein provided for shall be used as follows:
50 percent to the state general revenue fund, 40 percent to a fund for
the support of elementary and secondary schools, and ten percent for

the general support of the university?

Yes

No

Approved April 27, 1955.




SENATE
For:

Andersen,E.L.
Anderson;M.H.
Behmler
Bonniwell
Burdick
Child

Dunlap

Franz

Fraser

Against:
Anderson,E.dJ.
Carr
Erickson

HOUSE

For:

Adams
Affeldt
Anderson,F.R.
Anderson,G.A.
Anderson;H.R.
Aune

Basford
Bassett
Battles
Bergeson
Berglund
Biernat
Childgren
Christie
Cina

Clark

Dahle

Day

Against:

Alderink
Allen
Anderson,D.F.
Anderson;H.dJ.
Anderson;,;M.
Bergerud
Conroy

on S.F. No. 3 (Special Session 1955)

George
Gillen
Hanson,N.W.
Hanson,R.
Harren
Heuer
Holand

Trm

Johnson;C.E.

Holmguist
Josefson

Eck
Enestvedt
Fitzsimons
Franz
Freeman
Fugina
Gallagher
Goodin
Graba
Grant
Grittner
Hagland
Halsted
Herzog
Hofstad
Hussong
Jensen

Johnson,E.P.

Cummings
Cunningham
Dirlam
Dunn
Duxbury
Eddy
French

Johnson,J.A.
Johnson,R.W.
Kalina
Keller
Larson
Malone
Masek
Mayhood
McKee

Lofvegren
Metcalf

Karth
Kelley
Knudsen
Kording
LaBrosse
Langen
Langley
Lindquist
Lovik

Lund (Mrs.)
Luther (Mrs. )
Madden,R:R.
MeGill
McGuire
McLeod
Mosier
Olson

Otto

Fuller
Hartle
Howard
Iverson
Johnson,0.L.
Kennedy
McCarty

Miller
Mitchell
Mullin
Murray
Novak
O'Brien
0'Loughlin

Nelson
Nycklemoe

Paskewitz
Phillips
Podgorski
Popovich
Prifrel
Reed
Rutter
Schultz
Schwanke
Shipka
Shovell
Skeate
Skoog
Sorensen
Sundet
Tiemann
Tomezyk
Tweten

Mueller
Munger
Nordlie
Noreen
Oberg
O'Dea
Ogle

Olson
Peterson
Quie
Richardson
Rogers
Rosenmeier
Salmore
Schultz
Sinclair

Root
Wahlstrand

Volstad
Wanvick
Wee
Wichterman
Widstrand
Wozniak
Yetka

Mr. Speaker

Ottinger
Parks
Peterson
Schenck
Schumann
Swenson
Talle

Vadheim
Vukelich
Walz
Wefald
Welch
Westin
Wiseth
Wright

Thompson
Ukkelberg
VanDeRiet
Voxland
Wegner '
Wright ©
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MINNESOTA ELECTION DATA -~ 195
To Be Elected in 1956
I. Executive Department
A, Officers: Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State,
Treasurer, Attorney General.
B. Where to File: File with Secretary of State, Room 128, State Capitol.
C. PFiling fee: $50.00
II, Judicial
A, Supreme Court:
(1) Two associate justices - for the office to which:
a, Leroy E, Matson was elected for the refsular term
b. William P, Murphy was appointed
(2) Where to file: File with Secretary of State,
Room 128, State Capitol.
(3) Filing fee: $50.00
B, District Court:
(1) 27 judezes to be elected from the following districts:
1st Dist, ~ one; 2nd Dist. — five: 3rd Dist - one;
L4th Dist., — 7; 6th Dist., - one; 7th Dist., — one:
8th Dist. — one; 9th Dist, - one; 10th Dist, — one:
11th Dist. - two; 13th Dist. -~ one} 1l4th Dist. — one:
15th Dist. -~ two; 17th Dist. —~ one; 19th Dist. ~ one.
(2) Where to file: TFile with Secretary of State, except
2nd Dist. (file with Ramsey County Auditor)
and 4th Dist., (file with Hennepin County Auditor)
(3) Filing fee: $20.00
ITI, Congressional:
A, One representative in Congress from each of the 9 Congressional Districts.
B. TFile affidavit of candidacy with Secretary of State, except candidates in
L4th Congressional District (file with Ramsey Copnty Auditor) and 5th
Congressional District (file with Hennepin County Auditor)
C. Filing fee ~ $50.00
IV. Legislative
A. 131 representatives in the State Legislature
B. Candidates from the following districts file affidavit of candidacy
with the Secretary of State: 1lst Dist.(Houston~Fillmore) one at large;
14th Dist. (Redwood~Brown) one at large; 44th Dist. (Anoka—~Isanti) one:
45th~first division (Benton-Sherburne) one; 53rd Dist. (Crow Wing~-Morrison)
one at large; 55th Dist. (Kanabec-Mille Lacs~Sherburne) two: 57th ~ second
division (Cook-Lake) one; 62nd Dist. (Beltrami, Lake of the Woods) one;
64th Dist., (Mahnomen, Norman) one; 65th Dist, (Clearwater, Pennington,
Red Lake) two.
All other representatives (those voted for in one county only) file with
their respective county auditors.
C. Filing fee- $10.00
V. Railroad and Warehouse Commission:
A, One commissioner -~ six year term
B, Tile with Secretary of State
C. Filing fee- $50.00
VI.County Officers
A, County officers whose terms expire in 1955
B, File with County Auditor
C. PFiling fee ~ $10.00
VII.Constitutional Amendments
Three amendments to the Minnesota Constitution will appear on the Constitu~
tional Amendment ballot on November 6, 1956.




The amendments will appear in the following order:

Amendment No., 1 - Ch, 881 - relating to the judiciary

"Chapter 881——H.F, No. 954

An Act proposing an amendment to Article VI of the Constitution; providing
for the exercise of the judicial power of the state."

Amendment No. 2 - Ch, 882 ~ relating to hishways

"Chapter 882-~H,F. No. 1407

An Act proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the State of Minnesota
by including a consolidated article on public highways,providing for systems
of public roads to be constructed, improved and maintained by the state,
counties and municipalities; authorizing the state to construct and maintain
trunk highways and aid in the construction and maintenance of other public
highways; establishing and authorizing the creation of a fund for such pur-
poses by the taxation of motor vehicles and motor fuel; the issuance of
bonds for such purposes as to trunk highways; consolidating and combining
the several provisions of the constitution relating thereto into a single
article to be known as Article XVI taking the place of present Article XVI,
Article IX, Section 16, and replacing inconsistent provisions of the
Constitution,"

Amendment No, 3 - Ch., 6-Extra Session ~ relating to the occupation tax on

iron ore.

"Chapter 6~S.F. no. 3

An act proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the State of Minnesota,
Article IX, Section 1A, pertaining to the occupation tax on the business of
mining or producing iron ore or other ores in this state and the apportion-
ment and distribution of the proceeds therefrom,"

STATE BELECTION CALENDAR —— 1956

Dec. 31, 1955 1Ilast day for each political party to file with the Secretary of
State the number of delegates to which it is entitled at its
national convention,

January 16 Filings open to any candidate for the office of president to
have name placed on state presidential primary ballot. Affidavit
of candidacy.

Fébruary 1 Filings open for petitions on behalf of a candidate for the office
of president to have candidate's’'name placed on ballot for presiden-
tial primary. Nominating petition.

February 15 Last day for filing affidavits of candidacy and nominating petitions
to have names of candidates placed on presidential primary ballot.

February 25 Last day for filing affidavit of withdrawal by presidential primary
candidate.

March 20 PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY ELECTION

June 13 First date for filing &s & candidate for state, judicial, legislative,
congressional and county offices.

July 23 Last day for filing as candidate for state, judicial, legislative,
congressional and county offices,

July 28 Last date on which candidates above may withdraw from official
ballot.

September 11 STATE PRIMARY ELECTION

October 6 Last day a nomination can be made by petition for the general
election,

November 6 GENERAL ELECTION for president, congressional, state, judicial
and county officials.




PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY 1956 3.

CALENDAR
December 31 last day for each political party to file with Secretary of State
the total number of delegates to which it will be entitled at
the National Convention, (MS 202,42)

January 16 Filings open for any candidate for presidential nomination to
file affidavit of candidacy requesting that his name be placed
on presidential primary ballot, (MS 202,44)

February 1 Filings open to place on the ballot by petition the name of a
person as candidate for nomination for president. (MS 202,45)

February 15 Last day to file affidavits of candidacy and nomination petitions.
(MS 202.44, .45)
February 25 Iast day for candidate nominated by petition to file affidavit
to withdraw his name from ballot, (MS 202.49)

March 20 Presidential Primary Election (MS 202,41)

4o days prior Last day for holding Congressional District party conventions
to National to name alternate delegates., (MS 202,50, Subd. 2)
Convention

30 days prior Last day for holding state party convention to select three
to National deleggtes at large and three alternafes.
Convention (MS 202,50, Subd. 1)

Two weeks lLast day for delegates selected by convention to file pledges in
Prior to support of presidential candidates selected at the primary election.

National (MS 202,50, Subd.3)
Convention

FILING DATA

I. Affidavit of Candidacy: (MS 202.44)

A, TFile with Secretary of State from January 16 to 12:00 o'clock
noon of February 15, inclusive.

B. Contents:
1, Name of candidates party
2., Nemes of delegates
(a) Two for each Congressional District. Delescate
must reside therein.,
(b) Additional delegates at large to equal the total number
of delegates. to which party is entitled, less the three
delegates who are elected at the state convention.

C. TFee - $25.00

Nominating Petition: (MS 202.45)

A. Tile with Secretary of State from February 1 to February 15, inclusive.
B. Contents:
1. Name of candidate, and name of political party.
2, Namesof delegates:
(a) Two delegates for each congressional district
(b) Additional delegates at large to equal the total number of
delegates to which party is entitled, less the three dele-
gates who are elected at the State Convention.




Statement that the filing is made in good faith.
Following the facts reguired to be stated in each petition
sisned by the voter shall be written or printed en oath in
the following form:
NI solemnly swear (or affirm) that I know the
contents and purpose of this petition and signed my
name of my own free will,"
Petition shall be signed by et least 100 voters from each
Congressional District in the state. Following the signature of
each signer there shall be written his post office address and
the Congressional District in which he resides.
6, Filing Fee — $25.00

Delegates Affidavit (MS 202,47)

There shall be attached to the affidavit of candidacy or the
nominating petition an affidavit signed by each proposed delezate.
The affidavit shall contain!

A, Residence and post office address of the delegate.
A statement that he is a qualified voter.
A statement that he will not withdraw his name before
the presidential primary.
A statement that he is affiliated with the specified
political party, and that he intends to vote for the
nominee at the ensuing election.
A pledge to vote for said nominee at the convention.

Form of pledze set out in Section 202,47 (),

One Filing for a Candidate (MS 202.46)

Only one filing for any candidate may be accepted, and only
the first filing by or for a candidate shall be recognized.

Prepared by
JOSZPH L. DONOVAN

Secretary of State




STATE OF MINNESOTA
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION
SAINT PAUL

OFFICE OF THE

COMMISSIONER November 10, 1955

Mrs. S. C. Gale
31l East Minnehaha Parkway
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Dear Mrs. Gale:

T am happy to provide the information you request concerning the
financing of public education in Minnesota. These figures are provided by
the Budget Division of this Department, and if you should have further
questions, we will be happy to answer them. We are, as you know, extremely
interested in the matter of the Constitutional Amendment and are most happy
to provide any information pertaining to it,

Here is the information you requested:

1. An analysis was made in 1952 and as of that year, 35 of the LB states
had permanent trust funds. Only Texas, with approximately $350,000,000
in its trust funds exceeded Minnesota. As of 1952, permanent trust
funds of the top 10 states totaled as follows:

To! \TaXBS n « » : $350,795,590
2. Minnesota . . . « 218,986,242
3. Washington At e s 80,737,976
e Oklahoma . - : « « 65,000,000
5. New Mexico . s - 62,253,896
Tdaho + o - N T e
North Dakota g 33,582,437
South Dakota : i s . 30,182,046
Virginia . . S . 30,174,586
Montena . . ) O e« « 25,000,000

As of June 30, 1955, the total of Minnesota's permanent trust funds
was $262,486,182.11.

(a) At the end of the present biennium, June 30, 1957, there will be
no surplus in the Income Tax School Fund.

(b) The income tax produces for the Income Tax School Fund an estimated
$60,000,000 annually,




Mrs. S. C. Gale 2 November 10, 1955

3+ Minnesota's contribution to total education costs was $69,276,146.10

for the 1953-54 fiscal year and $73,177,358 for the 1954-55 fiscal
year. These figures include the distribution of earnings from the
trust funds but do not include the cost of educating pupils at the
state institutions nor the cost of operating the State Department of
Education. Cost of educating pupils in state institutions for the
1953-5l fiscal year was $3,002,977 and for the 195L~55 fiscal year
wag $3,035,333 and the cost of operating the Department of Education
was $918,589 for the 1953-5L fiscal year and $950,153 for the 195)=55
fiscal year.

I hope this provides the information you need. As I have indicated,
I shall be happy to answer any further questions you have.

Sincerely,

/ { P A&fﬂ. f i’”n,{‘
L-&‘f&fﬁf/@w by 4

, .V
Arthur Naftalin
Commissioner of Administration
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Dniversity of Minnesota (TSMe), 15 & Washington Ave. S5.H., Minneapolis 14, Minnesota
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IRON ORE TAX AMFNDMENT

(Amendment #3, to be voted on November, 1956)

This material on the iron ore tax amendment was prepared on request of the state conven-
tion meeting in May, 1955. It is not part of the League's program (current agenda or
continuing responsibilities) but the delegates clearly thought the subject of sufficient
importance to ask for this "extraf) As an "extra" it is not comprehensive, but it does
supply the basic facts and liste some of the current argummnts, pro and con. Newspaper
stories and editorials will provide helpful "fillers" in the coming months.

What is the amendment?

It is a proposed amendment to the State Constitution which, if passed,
would divert tax money now going into educational trust funds to current
educational operating expenses. One-half of the revenue from the occupational
tax on iron ore is now allocated to the general revenue fund of the state;

40% goes into the Permanent School Fund; 10% to the Permenent University
Fund. The amendment would put the 40% into current elementary and secondary
school needs and the 10% into current surport of the University of Minnesota.

What will be the exact wordins on the ballot?

NShall Section IA of Article IX of the Constitution of the State of
Minnesota be so amended that the third sentence themof shall read as follows:
Funds derived from the tex herein provided for shall be used as follows:

50% to the stete general revenue fund, 40 percent to a fund for the support
of elementary snd secondary school, and ten percent for the general support
of the university? TYes Yo N

What stote-wide vote is reguired to pass this amendment ?

A majority of those voting in the election.

BACKGROUND

What is the occupation tax on iron oret?

It is & tax of sbout 11% on the value of iron ore mined (value
determined by law), suthorized in 1922, The revemue from this tax is
distributed es follows: 40% into the Permanent School Trust Fund and 10%

into the Permenent University Trust Fund. The interest only from these

funds is now used for current expenses. If the amendment passes, the tax
revenue will go directly to current expenses, not into the funds.

What is the Permanent School Fund?

The Permanent School Fund was established in the originel state




(iron, vpage 2)

constitution, 1857. A gift made at that time by the federal government
B -
of three million acres of land has contrlbuted to date over 10? million

; —-‘i

dollars to this fund. Add to this 93% milllon dollars from the iron ore

tax and the total in the present fund becomeﬁ4ﬂﬂﬂ% million aollars.(h)

How large is the Bermanent University Fund?

This fund now totals $39, 545,672,

Would passage of the amendment mean a reduction in the above funds?

No. Money comes into these funds from other sources - rent and
royalties from state-owned lands; money from sale of such lands; money
from sale of timber rights. These sources will continue to build the fund
by $2,800,000 per year for the mext 20 years and by $809000 per year for
the mucceeding 30 years. These estimates are based in part on presamtly
known ore reserves, which in the past have consistently proved to be
conservative.

Will the interest from the funds still be available to the schools and

the university if the amendment passes?

Yes. In 1955, the interest on the Permanent School Fund amounted
g { - &g (‘»~ ¢ ﬁI(,,,gA._

096 . _ 3
to $5,349,000; on the Permanent University Fund, $ : ~thde), (% \

How much has the iron ore tax contikbuted annually to these funds?

A five-year average of elght million dollars to the Permanent School
Fund, two million dollars to the Permanent University Fund.

How do our trust funds compare with those of other states?

They are exceeded only by Texas.

Does the interest from the Permanent School Fund play as ldarze a role as

FEEPIREERE 1t did in the past?

No. In 1900, #Re-funé interest from the fund contrlbute& 51% of the

money the state gave to total elementary and secondary costs, in 1954 this

had fallen to 7%, due to larger enrollments, increased costs, and lower
1y
rates of interest. 5
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How much dd the state con$tibute to public school education eosts in 1954=55?

$73,177,358. (>

What is the major source of this contribution?

The state income tax fund.

What is the annuasl take from the state income tax?

About $60,000,000. (=)

Where does the diffemence between 60 and 73 million dollars come from?

There has been a surplus in the income tax fund, but at the present

rate of spending, there will be no surplus at the end of the present

b

biennium, June 30, 1957. (-aﬂ

ARGUMENTS

Those who oppose the amendment say:

Those who favor the amendment say?

1. The legislature coukd take out
of the Income Tax Fund an amount
equal to the sum realized by the
passage of this amendment and put it
to other uses, thus leaving no net

gain to the schools,

whether
2. There is a question/4hed once

the monies are diverted from the

trust funds they would have to go
to education. Some think the legis-
lature could use them as it pleased.
If trust fund money is diverted, it

should be used for capital improve-

mentd loans to school districts,
not for current operating expenses,

1, If the electorate indicated by a
majority of those voting in the election
that they wished these funds used for
current needs, knowing that the income
tax fund was no longer adequate for

this purpose, it would seem unlikely
that the legislature would then decrease
the sum available from the income tax.
2, If this amendment fails, another
amendment may be introduced nextsession
which would take this tax money away from
schools entirely. This amendment now
does not take the tax money away from
education.

It simply allows the money

to be used for current needs instead of

salting it away in the trust funds,
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3. We sghould not tampér with the
trust funds established by the con-
stitution. They should remedin in-
viclate, as it might establish a bad
precedent which would result in
raiding of other funds. To use this

tax for current school needs would

reverse in time of unparalleled pros-

trust
3. The permenent/funds are needlessly

large - second largest in the nation,
Besgides, royalties from the five Billion
tons of crude taconite estimated to lie
within school lends will continue to
swell the trust funds and there may be
other mineral developments in the future

which are not now anticipated. £

\

perity a system of enforced savings dhked

that was preserved ewen through years
of depression,

L, The supply of iron ore is ex-
haustdble and tas{ revenues on this
importent natural resource should be

reserved for future generations.

5. The legislature is just getting
to the point of realizing that it has
to do something drastic to provide
adequate funds for education. Part
of the problem is efficiency in oper-
ation. The pressure is on for real
reorganization of school districts,
tightening of standards, etc. Pas-
sage of the amendment would take the
pressure off.

6. Although this slows down needless
building of trust funds, it adds an-

other dedicated fund. Many feel that

4, Taconite will eventually replacé
the higher grade ores. The supply is
enough for severle centuries, As the
operation becomes more profitable, it
will be taxed.

5. New sources 6f revenue for current
educational needs must be found. This
is not the whole answer but it would
help. The 7% contiibuted by the Per-
manent School Fund last year is an in-
dication that the interest alone is
dwindling in importance. The interest

is not enough.

6. It is poor judgment to buildyf a

fund unduly when the value of the dollar

has decreased, The money we put into
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all such funds should be undedicated,

inchuding the income tax fund.

References:

(4) Reports of the Stete Auditor.

the fund today will not buy as much
education in the future as it will
today. Ve need money now for education,
and it shoudd come now, as education

is one of our best investments in the

future.

( “2.) Budget Division, Depertment of Administration.

“39; Mrs. Ray Nolan, Division of Lands and Minerals, Department of Conservation.




STATE OF MINNESOTA
DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS
1246 UNIVERSITY AVENUE

ST. PAUL 4

Mey 17, 1956.

Mrs. Roger T. Klein

Voters Service Chairman

League of Women Voters
of Minnesota

611 Holly

Brainerd, Minnesota

Dear Mrs. Klein,

Thenk you for your inquiry of Mey 11 which was addressed to
Commissioner Hoffmann,

Because of certain inherent complexities of finencing and
administering Minnesota's Highway Transportation System, which
includes trunk highways, county end township roads and municipal
streets, you raise a question which does not permit a simple
statement answer.

Perheps we cen be most helpful by referring you to the recent
Highwey Study Commission Report, a copy of which is enclosed. You
will find in this report, we are sure, all the detalled information
you might find necessary in acquainting the publiec with the basic
issues of Amendment No. 2, You will notice on page L thet "This
report has been prepared to assist the Legislature and to inform
other interested citizens who want to have established a steble and
fair policy for the maintenence and expemsion of Mimnesota highways".

The specific question you resised is perhaps answered in the
first two persgrephs under "Gemerel Comments" on page 15 of the
report.

We welcome this opportunity to assist the League in acquaint-
ing the voters of Minnesota with Amendment No. 2. If, in the future,
we can be of further assistance to you, do not hesitste to write us.

Yours very truly,

732D ) pr
SeF ey
/ J. E. P. Darrell

o/

7/ Treffic and Plenning Engineer




$ J

. LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

University of Minnesota (TSMc), 15 & Washington Ave. S.E., Minneepclis 14, Minnesota

Price ¢ FRderal 8-8791 December,1955
! IRON ORE TAX AMENDMENT

(Amendment #3, to be voted on November,1956)

This material on the iron ore tax amendment was prepared on request of the state
convention meeting in May, 1955. It is not part of the League's program (current
agenda or continuing responsibilities) but the delegates clearly thought the subject
of sufficient importance to ask for this "extra." As an "extra" it is not compre-
hensive, but it does supply the basic facts and lists some of the current arguments,
pro and con. Newspaper stories and editorials will provide helpful "fillers" in the
coming months,

WHAT IS5 THE AMENDMENT?

It is a proposed amendment to the State Constitution which, if passed, would
divert tax money now going into educational trust funds to current educational oper-
ating expenses. One-half of the revenue from the occupational tgx on iron ore is
now allocated to the general revenue fund of the state; 40% goes into the Permanent
School Fund: 10% to the Permanent University Fund. The amendment would put the 40%
into current elementary and secondary school needs and the 10% into current support
of the University of Minnesota.

WHAT WILL BE THE EXACT WORDING ON THE BALLOT?

"Shall Section IA of Article IX of the Constitution of the State of Minnesofa
be so amended that the third sentence thereof shall read as follows:
Funds derived from the tax herein provided for shall be used as follows:
50% to the state general revenue fund, 40 percent to a fund for the support of ele-
mentary and secondary school, and ten percent for the general support of the
university? TYes No it

WHAT STATE-WIDE VOTE IS REQUIRED rI10 PASS THIS AMENDMENT?
A majority of those voting in the election,
-_BACKGROUNT.

WHAT IS THE OCCUPATION TAX CN IRON ORE?

It is a tax of about ll% on the value of iron ore mined (value determined by
law), authorized in 1922. The revenue from this tax is distributed as follows:
Lo% into the Permanent School Trust Fund and 10% into the Permanent University Trust
Fund. The interest only from these funds is now used for current expences. If the
amendment passes, the tax revenue will go directly to current expenses, not into the
funds.

WHAT IS THE PERMANENT SCHOOL FUND?

The Permanent School Fund was established in the original state constitution,
1857. A gift made at that time by the federal government of three million acres of
land has contributed to date over 107 million dollars to this fund. Add to this
933 million dollars from the iron ore tax and the total in the present fund becomes
over 200 million dollars. (1)

HOW TARGE IS THE PERMANENT UNIVERSITY FUND?

This fund now totals $39,545,672,
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WOULD PASSAGE OF THE AMENDMENT MEAN A RETUCTION IN THE ABOVE FUNDS?

No.

Money comes into these funds from other sources ~ rent and royalties

from state~owned lands; money from sale of such lands; money from sale of timber

rights,

the next 20 years and by $800,000 per year for the succeeding 30 years,

These sources will continue %o build the fund by $2,800,0%0 per year for

Thece

estimates are based in part on presentiy known ore reserves, which in the past
have consistently proved to be conservative.

WILL THE INTEREST FROM THE FUNDS STILL BE AVAILABLE TO THE SCHOOLS AND THE UNIVER-

SITY IF THE AMENDMENT PASSES?T

Yes.

In 1955, the interest on the Permanent School Fund amounted to

$5,096,800; on the Permanent University Fund, to $958,086.83. (2)

HOW MUCH HAS THE IRON ORE TAX CONTRIBUTED ANNUALLY TO THESE FUNDS?

A five—year average of eight million dollars to the Permanent School Fund,
two million dollars to the Permanent University Fund.

HOW DO OUR TRUST FUNDS COMPARE WITH THOSE OF OTHER STATES?

They are exceeded only by Texas.

DOES THE INTEREST FROM THE PERMANENT SCHOOL FUND PLAY AS LARGE A ROLE AS IT DID

IN THE PAST?

No, In 190C, interest from the fund contributed 51% of the money the state
gave to total elementary and secondary school costs; in 1954 this had fallen to
Tﬁ, due to larger enrollments, increased costs, and lower rates of interest, (1)

HOW MUCH DID THE STATE CONTRIBUTE TO PUBLIC SCHOOL EDUCATION COSTS IN 1954-55?

373,177,358, (2)

WHAT IS THE MAJOR SOURCE OF THIS CONTRIBUTION?

The state income tax fund.

WHAT IS THE ANNUAL TAKE FROM THE STATE INCOME TAX?

About $60,000,000. (2)

WHERE DOES THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 62 and 73 MILLION DOLLARS COME FROM?

There has been & surplus in the income tax fund, but at the present rate of
spending, there will be no surplus at the end of the present biennium, June 37,

ARGUMENTS
THOSE WHO OPPOSE THE AMENDMENT SAY:

1. The legislature could take out of
the Income Tax Fund an amount equal to
the sum realized by the passage of this
amendment and put it to other uses, thus
leaving no net gain to the schools.

1257. (2)

THOSE WHO FAVOR THE AMENDMENT SAY:

1. If the electorate indicated by a
majority of those voting in the election
that they wished these funds used for
current needs, knowing that the income
tax fund was no longer adequate for this
purpose, it would seem unlikely that the
legislature would then decrease the sum
available from the income tax.
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2. There is a question whether once the
monies are diverted from the trust funds
they would have to go to education. Some
think the legislature could use them as
it pleased., If trust fund money is di-
verted, it should be used for capital
improvement loans to school districts,
not for current operating expenses.

3. We should not tamper with the trust
funds established by the constitution.
They should remain inviolate, as it
might establish a bad precedent which
would result in raiding of other funds.
To use this tax for current school needs
would reverse in time of unparalleled
prosperity a system of enforced savings
that was preserved even through years of
depression.

4, The supply of iron ore is exhaust—
ible and tax revenues on this important
natural resource should be reserved for
future generations,

5. The legislature is just getting to
the point of realizing that it has to

do something drastic to provide adequate
funds for education. Part of the prob-
lem is efficiency in operation. The
pressure igs on for real reorganization

of school districts, tightening of stand-
ards, etc., Pagsage of the amendment
would take the pressure off,

6. Although this slows down needless
building of trust funds, it adds another
dedicated fund. Many feel that all such
funds should be undedicated, including
the income tax fund.

References:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Reports of the State Auditor

Mrs

2, If this amendment fails, another
amendment may be introdnced next session
which would take this tex money away
from schools entirely. This amendment
now does not take the tax money away from
education, It simply allows the money

to be used for current needs instead of
galting it away in the trust funds.

3. The permasnent trust funds are need-
lessly large — second largest in the
nation. Besides, royalties from the
five billion tons of orude taconite
estimated to lie within school lands
will continue te swell the trust funds

and there may be other mineral develop-
in the future which are mot now

(3)

ments
anticipated,

L, Taconite will eventually replace the
higher grade ores. The supply is enough
for several centuries. As the operation
becomes more profitable, it will be taxed.

5. New sources of revenue for current
educational needs must be found., This
ig not the whole answer but it would
help. The 7% contributed by the Perman-
ent School Fund last year is an indica-
tion that the interest alone is dwindl-
ing in importance. The interest is not
enough.

6. It is poor judgment to build a fund
unduly when the value of the dollar has
decreased. The money we pubt into the
fund  today will not buy as much educa-
tion in the future as it will today.
need money now for education, and it
gshould come now, as education is one of
our best investments in the future.

lie

Budget Division, Tepartment of Administration,
Ray Nolan, Division of Lands and Minerals, Department of Conservatiom,
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AMENDMENT # 2

% A new constitutional amendment
on highways will be before the
voters of Minnesota at the
November, 1956 elections, Here
is how it came about and what
it proposes to do.




A BATANCED HIGHWAY PROGRAM FOR MINNESOTA

By C. L., Bowar, Director of Public Relations, Minnesota State Automobile Association

* An address before the City and Village Engineers Association,
February 23, 1956, at the Jicoilet Hotel, Minneapolis, lMinn,

When the voters of Minnesota go to the polls in lovember of this year,
they will be asked to vote on quite a few proposed changes to the constitution
of our state, Of all these proposed changes, perhaps none will be more important
to the future economy of Minnssota or the personal welfare and even the personal
safety of every individual voter than Amencdment :'2 on that ballot{ This is the
amendment which proposes to change the distribution of highway revenues in

Minnesota and establish what many people now believe is a realiistic plan for

a balanced program of improvement on all our roads and streets,.

There is no need to dwell upon the controversy which this highway

problem ., this question of dividing the highway dollar .., has evoked in the past,

You men all know of those previcus highway amendments and of their failure
to pass, You probably recall, also, that the organization which I represent opposed
these previous amendments., Now, we have completely reversed our position and have

announced we are going to work for the passage of this amendment.

That may have come as a surprise to some people, but it was no surprise
to the leaders of my organization, As a matter of fact, it was something they

had been looking for .,. a chance to work for an amendment rather than against one,




Specifically, «e. I recall the feelings of Ray Cory, the president of

my organization, immediately following the defeat of Amendment #5, He was not

elated one iota that Amendment #5 had been defeated because thousands of good,
sincere people had voted for it, had felt that some change was necessary in the

distribution of Minnesota'!'s highway dollar,

We felt that a change was needed, too, but we could see no honesty nor
fairness nor equity in merely picking out of thin air a set of percentages that
did not reflect needs and saying: "This is it, This is the way we will distribute

the highway fund,!

At the annual meeting of the Minnesota State Automobile Association a
few weeks after the 1952 elections, Cory made an earnest plea for a realistic approach
to the problem so it could be settled once and for all. He urged again, as he had
done so many times before, a thorough and comprchensive study of needs on all roads
and streets in the state, Give us the facts, he said, and we will abide by them,
Give us an amendment based on fact and we will work for the passage of such an
amendment, We cannot be eternally against these amendments, We must have an

amendment that we can be for |

Accordingly, most of the effort by my organization during the 1953
legislature was toward this establishment of a highway study group, this first

necessary step to get an impartial and objective look at what was needed,
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In the closing days of that 1953 session, the legislature passed a

bill with only one dissenting vote in the Senate, none in the House, to establish

an interim highway study commission composed of 14 citizens and 14 legislators,

Some people smiled at the very size of the commission, They smiled
because they saw 28 divergent interests. 28 different states of mind, sitting
around a conference table and trying to agree on something that had defied
agreement for years, The skeptics said that such a commission could never find

agreement on a realistic plan or even make a report to the legislatures,

In the opening meetings of the commission, it certainly looked as though
these skeptics were right, The commission was split down the middle into two camps,
those who had favored previous highway amendments and those who had opposed them,
It was certainly a tribute to the chairman of the commission, Albert 0. Sletvold
of Detroit ILakes, that the commission ever held together, I sat on the sidelines
in those trying days and could not help but admire the patience and statesmanship
of the man as the commission members thrashed around with all the details of the

highway problem from taxes right down to the price of gravel.

In the meantime, the Automotive Safety Foundation of Washington, D. C,
was patiently making its engineering needs study and the Public Administration
Service of Chicago was making its fiscal study. They were making their progress
reports regularly to the commission, but warning as they did so, that these progress
reports were all of a preliminary nature and that their final reports would have to

wait for the deadline set by the commission,
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Almost ten months prior to the deadline, Cory asked the staff of the

State Automobile Association to do some objective research on some of the basic

problems involved, to get them lined up in the order of their importance, first

things first, and to aim for some simple, basic principles that would form the
nucleus for a realistic understanding and, we hoped, some agreement among the

commissione

It was not difficult, of course, to get a rough estimate of needs nor
was it difficult to compute the revenue available each year to meet those needs,
When the two outside agencies made their final reports, we found out that we
were reasonably close, close enough at least to think seriously and immediately
about putting some of the obvious things into a plan which would draw the commission

together,

For example, we had feared for many months that the commission would
literally explode when the final reports were made by the outside agencies, Our
fears were well founded because that is exactly what happened, particularly on

the question of taxes,

It had been our thinking all along that the question of taxes ... the
question of who pays what ,.. was the one big question which could disrupt the
commission, At the same time, it appeared quite evident to us that the question
of taxes could not be settled in the commission, It had to be settled in the
legislature, The commission could recommend but only the legislature could act

on the problem,
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VMoreover, the legislature was in no mind to raise taxes UNTIL the

fairness and equity of distribution had first been established.

Then, in the report of the Public Administration Service ... in the
fiscal report ... came the clue that was needed for a starting point. Specifically,
the PAS report said, on the very first page of the report: "a fifteen-year program
could be supported largely by already authorized and expected increases in Federal
aid and anticipated increases in the existing level of locally raised total revenues, '
In other words, PAS said we have enough money in Minnesota to do the Job if we will

settle for a fifteenwyear program,

This one sentence in the PAS report, at least as far as we were concerned,

was the turning point. Certainly, we would have preferred a ten-year program rather

than the fifteen (and still do) but the fifteen~year program gave the commission

an opportunity to set aside the tax question and leave it to the legislature,

It was the one focal point we neecded because, in the simplest terms, it appeared
evident to us that if you had enough money over a given period of time to meet

the needs during that same period, certainly it was just a matter of simple
arithmetic to divide it fairly so that each highway jurisdiction would have

enough money to meet its needss We reasoned also that, once an equitable distribution
was arrived at, the legislature in future years could move the program forward or

step 1t up by adjustments in taxation which it felt necessary for the good of the

state,




Two weeks after the outside agencies had made their final report to
the commission, Mr, Cory presented "a plan", We had our neck out a country mile
and we knew its, It was not a perfect plan and we so admitted to the commission,

Our only idea was to get the commission thinking along certain realistic lines.

Let me also admit to you frankly that the plan was not totally ours,
We had help on it, sure we did. But it was good, competent engineering counsel
from our own highway engineers at AAA national headquarters, from Mr, Kipp and
the highway planning department who had the necessary data, and even from engineers
of the Automotive Safety Foundation who have had a vast experience with similar
problems in other states, In addition, of course, some of the commission members
themselves made suggestions ... good ones, positive ones to make the plan Work ...
so that, in effect, the commission went from a controversial approach to a

constructive one,

Briefly, here is what occurred in the subsequent meetings of the
commission ... the recommendations which went into their report to the legislature

and which appear substantially in the amendment which is coming up in November,

First, they decided to separate anything of a legislative nature from

those matters which they felt should be incorporated:into the constitution of
the states They left the tax question, for example, to the legislature, They, also,
left the question of how the county share should be distributed among the counties,

and the city share among the cities, to the legislature.




Then they agreed on the idea of one highway fund rather than the two

separate funds we have now,

Thirdly, they agreed that the percentage for distribution should be
in the constitution but that there should be some form of flexibility to meet
changing conditions and changing needs, The specific provision in the amendment,

of course, is a legislative prerogative, once every six years, to adjust any

inequity which may arise by taking up to 5% of the one fund (before any distribution

is made) and distributing the amount of dollars involved in that 5% as they find
is necessary to adjust the distribution of money to the needs. This indicates,
in effect, that our needs study will be brought up to date once every five years.
I do not need to tell you men that such reviews of highway needs are furnishing
excellent yardsticks for successful programs in such states as California,

Michigan and others.

The commission also agreed that there should be provisions in the
amendment for close cooperation between counties and cities; between the cities

and the state, and between the counties and the state,

They agreed also to recommend changing the limitation on bonding so
there would be no annual limit upon additional revenue for trunk highway
improvements, The reasoning here was that, if the amendment causes any shrinkage
in truck highway revenues during the first years of the program, it can be more
than offset in those early years by this bonding provision, There need be no

loss in dollars available to the trunk system at all,




Once these basic agreements were arrived at, the actual percentages
of the one highway fund for the three highway jurisdictions fell into place on
the basis of need, As Amendment #2 now stands, it proposes to allot highway
funds in Minnesota on the following ratio: 62% of the one fund to the state
trunk highway system; 29% to improvement of primary county roads and to cities
and villages under 5000 population; and 9% to the improvement of principal

arterial streets in all cities and villages over 5000 population,

There was considerable discussion in the commission about the cutting
off point, the population figure for the cities, The 2500 population figure was
suggested and also one of 3000, The commission settled on the 5000 figure for
two reasons: (1) because of the availability of engineering talent to cities
over 5000 population and (2) because Federal aid urban is also established at

the 5000 figure.

This does not mean, of course, that cities and villages below 5000
population will not share in highway funds under the prorosed amendment, They will,

The need for cities and villages under 5000 population, as outlined by ASF, amount

to roughly 3% of the one fund and this 3% is in the counties! 29%,

To give you a rough idea of what the amendment means in dollars and cents:
road user revenues in Minnesota now total, roughly, 76 million dollars a year, Under
the proposed distribution, the trunk highways! 62% would amount to, roughly, 47 million
dollars, the counties! 29% would amount to a little over 22 million dollars and the

minieipalities! 9% would amount to almost 7 million dollars,




Under the proposed amendment, of course, the trunk highway system would
receive some 13 million dellars less in highway revenue than under the present

distribution, That is a point about which some people have expressed concerns

The principal cause of their concern lies perhaps in the fact that they

see only the 13 million dollar figure and not the effects of other provisions
contained in the proposed amendment. Actually, it appears that the authors of
the amendment exercised extreme care to see that nothing in the distribution

formula would impair the develcpment of our main highways to modern standards,

For example, here are some of the safeguards which the last session of
the legislature created, either by statutory act or by incorporation into the

draft of Amendment #2:

(1) The 1955 legislature authorized the issuance of 20 million dollars
in highway bonds to catch up on construction of a backlog of urgently needed bridges,
To put it another way, this takes off a 20 million dollar load or drain that would

otherwise fall on current trunk highway revenues in the immediate fu*ure,

(2) The amendment itself authorizes the state to issue up to 150 million
dellars in trunk highway bonds if they are needed to expedite improvements on our

main trunk routes ... double the maximum in our present constitution,




Moreover, under the proposed amendment, the 1O-million-dollar
limitation on the amount of bonds that can be issued in any one year is entirely
removed, If the amendment passes, it will mean that there will be no annual
limit upon the revenues for trunk highway improvements which could be provided
by the legislature from this source, OCertainly, it seems reasonable to expect
that sufficient bond revenues will be provided to more than offset any shrinkage

in revenue to our state trunks which might result from the adoption of the amendment.

(3) Any actual loss in dollars to the state trunk system may be negligible
or even non-existent by the time the amendment passes and is put into effect. There
are two reasons for this., First, our road user revenues in Minnesota are now
increasing at the rate of over 4 million dollars per year, of which the trunk
system, under the new amendment, will get 62%, Secondly, every indication at the
national level is that Federal aid, primary, secondary and urban will be substantially
increased in the years ahead, All of the plans currently being discussed in
Congress would at least double the amount of Federal aid to Minnesota and some
would almost tyiple it, We are getting 20 million dollars a year in Federal
highway aid at the present time and most of the bills presently being considered
would raise this to, roughly, 50 million dollars. That increase of 30 million
dollars in Federel aid, for example, would more than offset any so-called

13-million-dollar-loss to the state trunks under the proposed amendment,

Remember, also, that the state!s participation in future Federal aid

programs on the interstate system would be considerably more favorable, Everyone

in Congress seems to have agreed at least on the 90/10 sharing arrangement for

development of the interstate highways. This not only means that more funds will
be available for the regular Federal aid routes, but also that the state will have

no difficulty in matching these new and increased Federal aid appropriations for




highways., As a matter of fact, the commissioner of highways himself stated
recently: "We in the highway department feel that it is in the best interests

of a broad road development program for the future that Amendment #2 be adopted,"

(&) Aside from the measures afforded in the amendment to protect the
development of the trunk highway system, there are also a number of highly
flexible provisions in it which will permit the people of the state, or of any
sub-division of government, city or county, to adjust their road and street improve-
ment expenditures to give priority to improving any highway which is most important

to them ..., be it a state trunk highway or a2 local route,

In other words, the proposed amendment authorizes any county or

municipality to expend any part of its share of road user revenues to aid in the

construction, or expedite the construction, of any state trunk highway project

within its boundaries,

This provision, simply stated, means that if any sub-division of
government finds that a desired trunk highway improvement eannot be financed
cut of available trunk highway funds, the county or city can augment the state
funds with some of its own share of road user revenues to see that the project

1s accomplished sooner than would be normally possible,

It is difficult to conceive how any constitutional provision could
be more elastic in permitting the pecple to decide for themselves which improvements

they need most and then scheduling those improvements in the order of their importance,




(5) One last and perhaps transcending reason why those who are
interested in Minnesota's overall struggle for adequate roads need have no fear
o Amendment #2: Uxder its provisions, specifically the one~-fund-idea, our

state and all its sub-divisions of government will have a direct financial

interest in the adequacy of highway user revenues, both motor vehicle license

feces and gas taxes, If the road funds produced prove insufficient to keep pace
with the publicls demands for improvements, the legislature can make such
adjiistments as are necessary to see that the level of these revenues is raised

tc meet the essential requirements of our economic Progresse

That, briefly, is the amendment and some of its highlights, Before
the 1955 legislature adjourned, it also passed the bill which set up the present
Highway Taxes Distribution Committee of which Charles Halsted is chairman., This
comalttee is charged with making recommendations on all of the legislative matters
which will be necessary to supplement the amendment, DMNost people think of the
committeel's job only as that of deciding how the county share of this one fund
will be distributed among the counties and the cities share among the cities,
Actually, it is much more than that, but the two distribution formulas naturally

ceeni the most important.,

I, personally, have a great deal of confidence in Charles Halsted,
particularly after watching him in action as chairman of the House highway
committee during the last session, He seems eminently fair and open-minded on
this problem and certeinly dedicated toward getting some sound structure of
highway financing established to get us on an even keel of road and street

improvements in Minnesota,




Just recently, the county commissioners and county engineers presented
to the Halsted Committee something on which they have been working for quite
a ZTew months ..o a rather easy to understand formula and, at the same time,
cne which can be justified in terms of sound, logical factors, The weight

of the various factors suggested in the county formula are as follows:

50% on the basis of total needs and ability to pay
30% on the basis of accredited road mileage
10% on the basis of total car registration

10% as an equalization factor

The equalization factor, of course, is a simple 10% spread equally

anong all counties to provide for needs that do not vary with the other

factors ... needs such as administrative expenses,

While The Halsted Committee has not decided definitely on this formula,
ticre seems to be considerable support for it on the committee. The big thing,
0f course, is that it has almost unanimous support from all the county engineers

i county commissionerse

There is considerable support, also, for this amendment from organizations
1 individuals who opposed previous amendments, The Minnesota AAA, of course,
has announced its unreserved support for the amendment, will recommend a

Wote Yes" among its 107,000 motoring families and spare no effort to convince

tle motoring public generally that this is a good and fair amendment,.




The governor has announced forthrightly, on several occasions, that

he will campaign for the amendment and there is good reason to believe that

it will be supported also by most highway organizations and highway interests

in Minnesota,

This is a good omen, but it should not lull into a false sense of security
those who are interested in a balanced highway program for Minnesota, It will
take a strong campaign to educate people who, by tradition, vote "No" or not
at all on constitutional amendments. 60% of all votes cast is required for
passage and this amounts to a considerable number of votes in a presidential

election year when the vote is heavy,

On the city side, the amendment provides a greater share of highway
revenues for the clties than has existed in any of the previous amendments,
It represents 7 million dollars a year in new street funds for cities cse.

7 million more than they have now, *

I am firmly of the belief that this amendment presemts the biggest
spportunity we shall see in our time for setbling Minnesota's highway
controversy, If the amendment fails, it will be a long time before the
Spportunity is before us again,

JLIL LA VLI I I At LI
LT T T R

* A committee of city and village engineers is now working in liason with
«he League of Municipalities to develop a formula for the distribution of
ihe 9% to cities over 5,000 population, It is scheduled to make its

recommendations to the Halsted Committee on March 26, 1956,
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League of Women Voters of Minnesota Minn #10-7/56 <10 ¢
15 and Washington Avenues S, E,
Minneapolis 1k, Minnesota

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION ON PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

This material is taken from a June 12, 1956 letter to Secretary of State Joseph L,
Donovan from Attorney General Miles Lord regarding the purpose and effect of each
of the proposed amendments to the Constitution,

THE PURPOSE AND EFFECT OF PROPOSED AMENDMENT I

"Section 1:

Its purposes are: (1) to establish one district court for the entire state
(the present Constitution speaks of 'district courts', whereas the proposed amend-
ment speaks of 'a district court'); (2) to remove justice of the peace courts from
the Constitution; and (3) to authorize the legislature, by a majority vote instead
of a two-thirds vote as is presently required, to establish such courts (other than
the supreme, district, and probate courts) and such minor judicial officers and
commissioners inferior to the district court as the legislature may consider necessary.

"The effect of the adoption of the amendment, in addition to accomplishing the
purposes aforesaid, will also be: (1) the effect of establishing one district court
for the entire state will be that a judge of one district may discharge the duties
of a judge of any other district; (2) to eliminate from the Constitution the existing
provisions relating to the election and jurisdiction of justices of the peace, pro-
vided, however, that each justice of the peace in office when the amendment is
adopted will continue in office for the remainder of his term which then remains
unexpired; (3) to continue in existence until it is otherwise provided by law, (a)
the office of court commissioner, (b) all municipal courts, and (c¢) salary schedules
for the compensation of judges, court commissioners, clerk of court, and other court
employees, in existence when the amendment takes effect.

"Sec, 23

Its purposes are: (1) to authorize the legislature to provide for not less than
6 nor more than 8 associate justices of the supreme court; (2) to provide that a
Judge of the district court may be assigned temporarily to act as a judge of the
supreme court upon its request; (3) to provide that the clerk of the supreme court,
who is presently elected for a term of L years, shall be appointed by the supreme
court; and (4) to authorize the supreme court to appoint, in addition to the clerk,.
'a reporter, a state law librarian, and such other employees as it may deem necessary' ,

U"The effect of the adoption of the amendment, in addition to accomplishing the
purposes last above stated, will also be the elimination of existing constitutional
provisions whichs

(a) restrict the number of associate justices of the supreme court to 6,

(b) authorize the governor to assign judges of the district court to serve on
the supreme court in cases where all or a majority of the judges of the
supreme court are disqualified,

(c) relate to the place of holding terms of the supreme court, and

(d) authorize the legislature to provide for supreme court terms at places other
than the state capital,

"Sece 33
ITs purposes are: (1) to authorize the legislature to establish or change the
number and boundaries of the judicial districts, subject to the restriction that the
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office of a district judge may not be abolished during his term; (2) to provide that
there shall be 2 or more district judges in each district.

"The effect of the adoption of the amendment, in addition to accomplishing the
above stated purposes, will be to eliminate the existing provision that Judicial
districts 'shall be composed of contiguous territory, be bounded by county lines, and
contain a population as nearly equal as may be practicable’,

"Sec, Ls

Sec. } of the proposed amendment is substantially the same as the existing Sec,
13 of Article VI above quoted, relating to district court clerks, Under the proposed
amendment it is further provided that the compensation of the clerk of the district
court, to be prescribed by law, 'shall not be diminished during his term of office!,

"Sec, 53

1Ts purpose is to provide that the district court shall have original juris-
diction in all civil and criminal cases and such appellate jurisdiction as may be
prescribed by law.

WThe effect thereof, if adopted, will be to eliminate the present limitation on
the jurisdiction of the district court to civil cases where the amount in contro-
versy exceeds $100 and to criminal cases where the punishment exceeds 3 months!
imprisonment or a fine of $100,

"Sec, 6:

I1ts purposes are: (1) to eliminate the present constitutional limitation on
the jurisdiction of the probate court and to authorize the legislature to confer
upon the probate court (in addition to the original jurisdiction conferred on said

court by the Constitution for the administration of the estates of deceased persons
and all guardianship and incompetency proceedings) such further jurisdiction as
the legislature may determine; (2) to constitute, until otherwise provided by law,
each county a probate court district and to provide that there shall be one or more
probate judges in each district,

"Sec, 7

Its purposes are: (1) to add a constitutional requirement that, like judges
of the supreme and district courts, judges of the probate court shall be learned in
the law and (2) to provide that the qualifications of all other judges and judicial
officers shall be prescribed by law.

"The effect of the adoption of the amendment, in addition to accomplishing the
foregoing stated purposes, will also be that all probate judges in office at the
time the amendment takes effect shall be deemed learned in the law for the purpose
of continuance in and reelection to any judicial office inferior to the district
court,

"Sec, B¢

At the present time the judges of the supreme and district courts are elected
for a term of 6 years, whereas probate judges and many municipal judges are elected
for a L-year term, The purposes and effect of this section of the proposed amend-
ment are (1) to provide for a 6-year term for all judges and (2) to provide that all
judges shall be elected in the manner provided by law,

"Sec, 9t
8 purposes are (1) to continue the existing provision that judges of the
supreme and district courts shall hold no office under the United States nor any
other office under this state but to permit such judges to hold 'a commission in a
reserve component of the military forces of the United States' and (2) to provide
that the term of office of any such judge shall terminate at the time he files as
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a candidate for an elective office of the United States or for a nonjudicial office
of this state,

"The effect of the adoption of the amendment, in addition to accomplishing the
foregoing purposes, will be the termination of the office of a judge of the supreme
or district court at the time such judge files as a candidate for an elective office
of the United States or for a nonjudicial office of the state; such judge, however,
may run for election to another judicial office and will be permitted to continue
to hold his office until he is elected to and qualifies for the other judicial office.

"Secs, 10:

1ts purposes are to authorize the legislature to provide for (1) the retirement
of all judges, (2) the extension of the term of any judge who shall become eligible
for retirement within 3 years after the expiration of the term for which he is
selected, and (3) the removal of any judge who is inegpacitated while in office,

"This is a new section, and, if the proposed amendment is adopted, it will have
the effect of accomplishing the purposes stated, Statutory provisions fixing the
retirement compensation of judges in effect when the amendment takes effect remain
in effect until otherwise provided by law,

"Sec, 11:

Under the existing constitutional provision, where a vacancy in the office of
any Judge is filled by appointment by the governor, the appointee holds until his
successor is elected, and his successor 'shall be elected at the first anmual election
that occurs more than thirty days after the vacancy shall have happened', The pur-
pose of this section of the proposed amendment is to provide that the successor, in
such case, shall be elected at the next general election egccurring more than 1 yesr
after such appointment,

"The effect thereof will be that no judge appointed to £ill the vacancy will
be required to run for election until 1 year after his appointment, instead of 30
days as at present,

Sec, 12:
This 18 a new section. Its purpose and effect is to permit a retired judge
to be assigned to hear and decide cases,"

THE PURPOSE AND EFFECT OF PROPOSED AMENDMENT IT

"Section 13 The state, acting alone or with political subdivisions, is authorized
to provide and maintain highways,

"Sec, 2¢ A trunk highway system is created, defined, and established, Saild-
trunk highway system shall consist of the trunk highway routes numbered 1 through
70 described in the constitutional amendment adopted November 2, 1920, the trunk
highway routes added to said foregoing routes by the legislature prior to the
effective date of this article, and such additional routes as may be added to the
trunk highway system hereby created pursuant to authority in this article contained.

"Sec, 3: The legislature is authorized to provide by law for county state-aid
highways, including streets in municipalities under county authority., The total
length shall not exceed 30,000 miles unless said length is increased or decreased
by act of legislature,.

"Sec, lis The legislature may establish and maintain a system of municipal
state-ald streets in cities, villages or boroughs having a population of 5,000 or
more, The total length shall not exceed 1,200 miles unless said length 1s increased
or decreased by act of the legislature.
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"Sec, 51 A highway user tax distribution fund is created, to be used only for
the highway purposes specified and consisting of proceeds from taxes on (1) motor
vehicles using the highways and (2) motor vehicle fuel, The costs of collection
of such tax and refunds are paid out of such fund, The net proceeds remaining are
transferred to the following funds in the following proportions: 62 percent to the
trunk highway fund; 29 percent to the county state-aid highway fund; 9 percent to
the municipal state-aid street fund, After Jammary 1, 1963, the legislature may
set aside 5 percent of the net proceeds of the highway user tax distribution fund
and apportion the same to one or more of the three foregoing funds, and the balanwme
remaining shall be transferred to the three funds in the percentages stated,.

"Sec, 6: A trunk highway fund is created for purposes referred to in Sec, 2
of this article, This fund replaces the trunk highway fund and the highway sinking
fund of present Article XVI, Section 2,

"Sec, 7: A county state-aid highway fund is created, Said fund includes (1)
moneys received from the highway user tax distribution fund, (2) income acoruing from
investments in the internal improvement land fund, and (3) the balance remaining
in the state road and bridge fund on July 1, 1957, Said fund shall be spportioned
among the counties and used by the counties as provided by law for the county state~
aid highways, except that the legislature may authorize the counties to use a part
of said funds so appropriated to them to render aid to other county highways, towmn-
ship roads, municipal streets, and other public highways, including trunk highways
and municipal state-aid streets within the respective counties,

"Sec, 8: A municipal state-aid street fund is created to render aid for highway
purposes. oaid fund shall be apportioned as provided by law among cities, villages

and boroughs having a population of 5,000 or more for municipal state-ald streets,
except that the legislature may authorize the use of part of said funds to aid other
municipal streets and any other public streets, including trunk highways within such
cities, villages, and boroughs, and county state-aid highways within the counties
wherein such cities, villages, and boroughs are located,

"Sec, 9: The legislature is authorized to enact laws for the taxation, on a
more onerous basis than other personal property, of motor vehicles using the streets
and highways of the state, This supersedes present Article XVI, Section 3 and differs
from it in these particulars: Use of the words 'political subdivisions' enlarges
definition of governmental units permitted to levey the wheelage taxes (the article
uses the words 'borough, city or village'). Said wheelage taxes must be used 'solely
for highway purposes' (the present article does not contain these words), The legisw
lature is authorized to provide for exemption from taxation of motor vehicles owned
by nonresidents and transiently or temporarily using the streets and highways of the
state, and this section adds that such motor vehicles must be 'properly licensed
in another state'. Proceeds of such tex shall be paid into highway user tax dis=-
tribution fund.

"Sec, 10: The legislature may tax wotor fuel used or useful in generating
power for propelling vehicles used on the public highways of the state and may also
tax the business of dealing therein, Proceeds of such tax shall be paid into the
highway user tax distribution fund,

"Sec, 11: The legislature may enact laws permitting political subdivisions to
aid in the establishment, location, construction, reconstruction, improvement, and
maintenance of trunk highways within their respective boundaries.

"Sec, 123 The legislature may provide by law for the issue and sale of bonds
of the state Lo carry out the provisions of Sec. 2 of this article., The total amount
of such bonds outstanding at one time shall not exceed $150,000,000 (present limit
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$75,000,000) par value. Present yearly limiatation on issuance of such bonds is
removed. The bonds mature serially over a term not exceeding 20 years and are to
be sold for not less than par plus accrued interest, and interest must not exeeed 5%
per amnum, The proceeds from such sale shall be paid into the trunk highway fund,

"Sec. 13: Article XVI and Article IX, Section 16 are superseded, All incon=
gistent provisions of present constitution are rcpealed,

"Sec, 1hi: This article shall take effect on July 1, 1957,"

THE PURPOSE AND EFFECT OF PROPOSED AMENDMENT III

"The purpose of the proposed amendment is to secure a distribution of the pro-
ceeds of the tax on the business of mining or predueing iron ore or other ores in
this state different from that now provided. Under the existing section, 50% of
the funds derived from said tax 1s avportioned to the state general revenue fund,
Lo% thereof is apportioned to the permanent school fund, and 10% thereof is apportioned
to the permanent university fund, The effect of the proposed amendment, if adopted,
will be to provide that the funds thereafter derived from sald tax shall be used as
follows: 50% to the stalte gencral rovenue fund, LOZ for the support of elementary
and secondary schools, and 10% for the general support of the university,"







MILES LORD
ATTORNEY GENERAL
STATE CAPITOL
ST. PAUL 1, MINNESOTA

July 11, 1956

Mrs. Roger Klein, Chairman

Voters Service

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
611 Holly Ave.

Brainerd, Minnesota

Dear Mrs, Klein:

I have read your condensed version of
Laws 1955, Chapter 857 and I feel that it contains
a correct version of the law as staged in that
chapter,

I call your attention, however, to the

case of State v, Naftalin, 74 J W. (Zdi 24,9, An
opinion was 1ssued January 20, 1956 which held that
this entire chapter was 1nvalld

MURPHY
\ssistant Attorne




CHAPTER 857--- H.F.

ARTICIE I
Department of Highways contim
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fltn enrrov;l of
expenses connected
k Highway fund
llcenses tzrrsferre

Commissioner of Highways, appoint
the Senate, for 2 term of 4 yesrs. all sa
department shall be paid from
to Chauffeurs & school
this department
Historic Sites & Markers Commlession

f-: ct

partment of Conservation continued der ynmle er of Conser-
eappointed by the Governor, with a ¢ term 2 years
Forestry
Waters

a 1 aphic Bozrd ;
Above divisions ab & duties & powers
of Conservation.
Director of Division of Hotel & Resort Inspection,
of boats used for hire. also transferred to this

ARTICIE III.
Criminal Bureau under surervision & control of Superin
by the Attorney- General, term 2 years.

Burcau shall cooperate with all peace offlicers of the state
in detection & apprehension of criminals of the state & have power to
make investigations as desmed necessery to secure evidence essentlial to
apprehension & conviction of alleged violators of the criminzl laws of
the state.

The meabers of the Bureau shall have & exerclise throughout the
state, the same powers of arrest as possescsed Lg a sheriff, but shall
not be employved to render police service in connection with strlkes or
other industrial disputes.

The Superintendent shall submit annual report of the Bureau ;

fhe handling of crimes & criminsls by state & local officers

his 1ntorpret“tion of this information & his comments &

recommendations.

He shall also, from time to time, make recommendatlions to the
legislature & give information as to conditions & methods in other st
in reference thereto & furnish a copy of such report to each member o:
the legislature.
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tendent,
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ARTICLE 1V
The name of the Department of Taxationisha
Department of Revenue., WLtL all powers
of Taxation transferred to Dep't of Revenue exc
committed to the State Bgard of Tax Appeals.
The Commissioner of the Department of Revenue Fh?ll
the Governor, HLt’ the approval of the Senate, term
Powers uhagi_g to the Reglstry Tax on Rea

,zes,which are not vec Vv direct tax

= il
be peid to & such taxc.

Revenue Fund.




Creates the Department of Commerce

Commissioner of Commerce appointed by the Governor
of the Senate, term, 2 years.

Department of Busliness Develppment

Tri-State Waters Commission

Great Lakes & St. Lawrence Qi”cr Tlﬁew tel Commission

Upper Mississippl & St. Croix

Iron Range Resources & Rehabilit t_on “omrisrloﬂ

All of the above transferred to Dep'i of Commerce.

,'f

reates Iron Range Resources & Rehabilitation Committ
omposged of;
State Senators, ar nted by Committee on Committee

.» s s Representativ appointed by Speaker of the
Commisgioner of Conservation

This committee to make a study of '». labor costs of mining in

Minnesota and of the policy & plans for re development of low grade ore,
To cooperate with & advise ﬁre CO““i‘“lO of Commerce in the development
of natural resourceg of the state,
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lowing Commissioners, of Banks, Insurance, & Securities are
Financlal Control COWMiwulo“ & placed within the Dep't of
reated by this act.
powers of the Compencatlion Insurance BRrard transferred to
the Financisl Control Commission

ARTICLE VI
Department of Agricultur
Departments of Agriculture,
mmissioner of this Dep
a term 2 years.

me of Dep't of Public Welfa changed Dep't of Welfare

e.,
ies of the former continu:

ppointed by 1 vernor, with the approval of

"
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ent of Administration under supervision & control of
of Aﬁmlﬂl“TVﬁf“Oﬁ ih ha be ex-officio State Budget

Qctn O
(o o R (s R o5

> years.
powers of , Btate Archlves Commic
iep't may authorize, with the approval of the Governor, the
performaqce of services for any department or agency of the state by
any other department or agency & transfer funds for such services. May
also transfer employees from one department or agency to snother,
May prescribe a schedule of fees to be charged for services rendered

by the state or any department or agency thereof.
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ARTICLE LA
uties & powers ol the State Auditor relating to keeping of general
books of account of the state imposed by this act, upon the Commissioner
of Administration
The office of legislati&ve post-audit 1s created in the legislature;
the method of appoingment of director, his office, gqualifications,etc will
be established by concurrent resolution of the legislature,

=

The name of the State Board of Investment changed to
State Investament Counclil znd shaell contlinue dultes &# powers of the
State Board as heretofore constituted.

The State Treasurer shall perform the duties of the Secretary of
the State Investment Council

Under the direction 6f the Council he shall :

Supervise investigation of applications for loans

The negotlations of new investments

Examine Securities & records of @

Municipalities applying for loans , report all relevant facts

herewith, to the Council, May employ expert Investment Counsel to aid him,

Shall certify to the Council when there shall be any money in the
Stete Treasury not currently needed & the amount thereof.

Council may then invest said amount or any part thereof in :

Treasury Bonds

Certificates of Indebtedness

Bonds ot notes of U.S.A.

yotms or CeTuifibft@ﬂ of

A\ ek oL

purce

cf Ferdon:

Shall keep record of petitions received of evry pardon,reprieve
or commutation of sentence granted or refused & the reasons therefore &
shall have a seal to attest every pardon, reprieve or commutation. The
Commissioner of Welfaie or his desiznce shall be scc“utary ol the

Beard of Pardons ; shall have charge of & keep its records; 1s empowered
to cerve cubpcoenas & other writs or processes necessary to return parole
violators to :iprison & to bring before the Bperd,witnesses to be heard
in matters pending before it.

Shall keep &ll records & filese & these shall be open to public
inspection at all reasonsble tlmes.

Powers & duties of Publicstil
Executive Council.

ARTICLE X

herein otherwise provi ¢ powers,duties & functions

& required to be performed by the several *e-:r¢~f~'~

s,ctc mentioned his act shall be heresfter performed
)i geveral de commissions ete, herein

sgified Service employees transferred by this
or agencies,
Positions of persons in uncleszsified service,
ments etec now transferred,are hereby abolished, |
may be employed zs provislionzl eprointee for
month following date of abolishment of his pos




MILES LORD
ATTORNEY GENERAL
STATE CAPITOL
ST. PAUL 1, MINNESOTA

August 9, 1956
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The Minnesota Poll is maintained by the Min-
neapolis Tribune as a public service,

MINNESOTA POLL Release
August 5, 1956
MINNEAPOLIS SUNDAY TRIBUNE

from 74 per cent of the GOP|of the college-educated people
voters, 66 per cent of the DFL |in the sample but 54 per cent
voters, and 40 per cent of the|of those with grade school
independents; from 79 per cent | education.

61% Say 1956 Election

'Matters Much to Me'

A majority of Minnesotans
say they “personally care very

much” about the outcome of
the 1956 presi-
dential election
— but fewer
than one - half
think it will
“make a great
deal of differ-
ence to the
country” wheth-
er the Repub-
lican or the
D e m o c r atic
party wins.

In a survey completed in
July, less than four months be-
fore the election, the Minne-
apolis Tribune’s Minnesota Poll
finds that:

@® City and town people ex-
press a little more personal in-
terest in the presidential race
than do farmers;

MINNESOTA

POLL

Stevenson,

nominee in 1952, indicate a lit-|;,,” 5 yministration would lead |

to too great a change in for-|
eign policy and in domestic|

tle more personal

President Eisenhower;

® Fifty-two per cent of the
farm residents in the sample
think it will not “make very
much difference” to the coun-
try which party triumphs.

QUESTIONS about the ap-
proaching election were put to
a representative cross-section
of men and women, aged 21
and older, residing in all parts
of the state.

One question was:

“Do you think it will make
a great deal of difference to
the country, or not very much
difference, whether the Repub-
lican party or the Democratic
party wins the 1956 presiden-
tial election?”

The replies:

Will make great

deal of

difference... 48% 50% 46%
Won’t make

very much

difference... 43 45 42
Qualified .... 1 1 1
No opinion... 8 4 11

100% 100% 100%

Total Men Women

These are the ways some of
the major groups in the sam-
ple responded:

Greatl
differ-

i cnce
City people....509%
Town people...51
Farm people ...40

Noi very
much dif-
ference opinion

2% 8%
38 11
52 8

Other,
no

Democratic-
Farmer-Labor
voters

Republicans ...

Independ-

38
39

60

Pro-Eisenhower
in 1952
Pro-Stevenson

46
37 6

People who believe the elec- |
tion verdict WILL make a|

great deal of difference give
these principal explanations:

(I) The Democrats are better |
for the farmers, labor, and the |
country as a whole; or (2) the |

| Eisenhower administration has

concern |
about the 1956 election result|
than do people who voted for|

.|kept the country prosperous,
® People who voted for Adlai | P SRS

the Democratic|

has kept the peace, and is do-
ing a good job; or (3) a change

programs.

THOSE WHO believe that
the election outcome WILL

NOT make very much differ-|
ence say, for the most part:|

(1) The parties are too similar
to bring about any major
changes; or (2) conditions are
stable and there is prosperity;
or (3) both parties have good
men and good ideas.

Interviewers also asked:

“Would you say you person-
ally eare very much, or not
very much, which party wins

the presidential election this
year?n

The answers:
Total

61%

Men Women

67% 56%

Care very
Not very

Qualified
No opinion ... 2 1

100% 1009% 100%

“I care very much” responses
came from 63 per cent of the
city and town residents, and
56 per cent of the farmers;

Road Fund Measure
Favored Now by 75%

Minnesota’s proposed con-
stitutional amendment
changing the formula for
use of gasoline tax and mo-
tor vehicle license funds on
highway improvements has
the support
currently of
three-
fourths of
the state’s
adults.

A July
survey by
the Minne-
apolis Trib-
une’s Minne-
sota Poll in-
dicates 79 per cent of the
farmers, 75 per cent of the
residents of small towns and
73 per cent of the city peo-
ple are in favor of the
amendment.

MINNESOTA

POLL

THE MEASURE is to be |

submitted to voters of the
state in November.

Poll integ"viewers asked a
representative cross-section
of voting-age men and wom-
en in all parts of the state:

“Next November, Minne-
sota people are going to vote
on a proposed amendment to
the state constitution, chang-
ing the way gasoline tax
money and motor vehicle li-
cense fees are divided up for
highway improvements.

“Have you heard or read
anything about that amend-
ment?”’

The same question was

asked in a similar study last
March. The replies:
March July
Yes, have heard of
38%

amendment .... 319
No, haven’t heard,
69 62

or uncertain ...
100% 100%

Each respondent, whether
or not he had previous
knowledge of the proposal,
then was handed a card
bearing this statement:

“About 80 per cent of the
gas tax and motor vehicle li-
cense money now goes to the
state, and about 20 per cent
to the counties.

“If the amendment is
adopted, 62 per cent will go
to the state; 29 per cent to
the counties; and 9 per cent
to cities with over 5,000 pop-
ulation.”

INTERVIEWERS
asked:

“Right now, are you in fa-
vor of that amendment, or
against it?”

The answers, compared

with those of the March
survey:

then

March  July

75%
16

#

In favor of amend-
ment 69%
Against it . 14
Qualified ........ —*
No opinion ...... 17 9

(*—Less than 1 perl?:gl’&)wo%

In general, Minnesotans
interviewed last month were
a little more critical of the
amendment if they had
known previously about it
than they were if they had
not known of it:

R

Knew

about Did not
amend- know
ment of it

In favor of amend-
78%,
12

—
10
100
(*—Less than I per een%) 1%
Democratic-Farmer-Labor,
Republican and independent
voters are, on the whole,
about equally disposed to
support the amendment.

Against ii: A
Qualified ........
No opinion ...... 7




MEMBER: American Municipal Association ¢ OFFICIAL PUBLICATION: Minnescta Municipalities

League of Minnesota Municipalities

C. C. LUDWIG
Executive Secretary
ORVILLE €. PETERSON OFFICE: 15 University of Minnesota Library, Telephone: Federal 2-8158, Ext. 6185-6186

Attorney Minneapolis 14, Minn.

August 6, 1956

Mrs, Harold Wilson

Executive Secretary

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
University of Minnesota Campus

Dear Mrs., Wilson:

I have gone over somewhat hastily your proposed broadside on the 1956
state constitutional amendments and have only a few comments and suggestionse

With reference to Amendment Noe 1, I suppose it should be observed that
the introductory statement that this amendment "Provides for changes in
present court system:" is not entirely accurate since some of the statements
can be made at least in part about the present law. The following may be
specifically noted in this connection:

¢

(1) The Supreme and district court judges are required by the present
constitution to be learned in the law;

(2) The legislature may now create minor courtse The only difference in
this respect is that under the proposal, the present 2/3 vote requirement
would be eliminateds Judges may now be permitted to perform the duties of
other district judges. The proposed amendment is different in authorizing
the temporary assigmment of the district court judge to the Supreme Court
Bench and in permitting the legislature to provide for the use of retired
Judgess

(3) The constitution now prohibits a Supreme or district court judge
from holding any state or federal offices The exception of a military
commission is added by the new proposal which is obviously a minor changes

(4) The boundaries of judicial districts may now be set by the legislature}

(5) District court duties may be no more extended if the amendment is
adopted than before. The only difference is that the minimum limit on juris-
diction is removed in the case of original jurisdiction. As under the present
constitution, the district court would have such appellate jurisdiction as
prescribed by law;

Next Convention, June 1957, Duluth

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE—1956-57 Trustees: GORDON THOMPSON, City Clerk, Worthington; J, B,
FRIEDRICH, President of Council, Red Wing: V. L. PETERSON,
Honorary President Viece President, HAROLD THOMFORDE City Clerk, International Falls; JULIUS M. NOLTE, Dean of Exten-
DR. RICHARD R. FRICE Mayor, Crookston sion Division, University of Minnesota; LEVI JOHNSON, Mayor,
T Brainerd, President, Mayors' Assoclation; CLAYTON LefFEVERE,
President, GEORGE W. MARTENS Executive Secretary, C. C. LUDWIG Village Afttorney, Richfield and Lauderdale, President, Attorney's
Alderman, Minneapolis Director, Municipal Reference Burcau Association; B. H. HAMMERSTEN, Village Clerk, Roseville, Pres-
University of Minnesota ident Finance Officers’ Assoclatlon; FRANK MARZITELLI, Com-

missioner. St. Paul, President, Public Works Assoclatlon.




Mrs, Harold Wilson -2 - August 6, 1956
(6) The authority of the legislature to extend probate court duties is
not broadened from what is provided in the 195 probate court amendment.

There are some other changes proposed by the amendment, but perhaps you
have considered them not important enough to mention in your broadside. These
include the following:

(1) A separate probate court in each county would no longer be required; -

(2) The provision on the jurisdiction of the justice of the peace court e
would be removed from the constitution;

(3) The legislature may provide for the removal of any judge who is e
incapacitated while in offices

One last suggestion: After the clause Mand shall have not less than 6 nor _—
more than 8 associate justices" you might wish to add parenthetically ™ow 6",
I have only two comments about the wording on the highway amendment. May some
people misconstrue the term "maintenance™ as used in the last paragraph? This
word is often used in connection withhighway matters to distinguish it from
construction; obviously your statement intends the word in a broader sense.

Your statement on the amendment adequately covers the fund distribution
aspect of the amendment but do you wish to say anything about the three
highway systems to be financed from the three funds? The trunk highway
system is contimved as at present but with somewhat greater flexibility with
respect to the routes which are not part of the system set out in the Babcock
Amendmente The county state-aid highway system, on which the county state-aid
highway fund would be mainly used, must include necessary connecting links in
the places below 5,000 population, The municipal state-aid street system,
on which the municipal state-aid fund will be principally spent will cover the
major system of primaries in the places of more than 5,000 populatione. The
legislature may provide for use of a portion of each of the last two funds
upon other systemsat the option of the political subdivision receiving ite

You may decide that any such statements on the three highway systems cone-
templated by the amendment will only be misleadinge The legislature is given
broad discretion with reference to the mumber of miles of the county and
municipal systems, the methods by which particular highways are to become part
of the system, standards which the systems must meet and how the funds are to
be allocated among the counties and among the municipalities of more than 5,000,

I have no suggestions about the statement on the Iron Ore Tax Amendment other
than to note that if the pirase "current needs® is intended to eliminate the cost
of school buildings, it may be somewhat narrower than the amendment itself which

speaks of M"the support of elementary and secondary schools™ and Mthe general support
of the University",

Sincerely yours,

o@({ffé‘f &eg&g/@ 7

League Ut¥Brifey




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
I5th and Washington Avenue S.E. Minneapolis 14, Minnesota
Federal 8-8791

August 22, 1956

Memo 3 To local League Presidents and Voters Service Chairmen
From? Mrse Basil Young, President
Rei AMENDIMENT BROADSIDES, SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION, CANDIDATES SPEAK

AMENDMENT BROADSIDES - A sample of the printed AMENDMENT BROADSIDE is enclosed,
They are available immediately in quantity.

We have found from experience that this type of literature is one of the most popu~
lar pieces that the League offers to the public -- non-partisan, factual, objective
information on questions that puzzle the voter.

You will find many places to distribute them -- candidates meetings, voter infor-
mation booths, schools and libraries, doctor and dentist offices, bus depots, at
rural meetings, at luncheon clubs, at church gatherings, in parked cars, at your
neighbor's door., Leave a stack at the check out counter of grocery stores and
drug stores, Don't forget county fairs and community celebrations, Ask your news-
paper to print the broadside, and offer a supply to all who put in a request, in
response to the newspaper article.

Pricet 100 @ 60¢ 1,000 @ $5,00 10,000 @ $40,00

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION ON PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS - This 5 page mimeo=-
graphed publication will be especially useful in explaining the amendments in your
voters service booths, at candidates meetings, in answer to telephone inquiries,
when speaking to groups outside the League, and in unit discussions. It also would
be interesting background material for newspaper articles,

Price: 10¢

CANDIDATES SPEAK - This mimeographed packet includes answers to the questionnaires
which the League of Women Voters sent to the candidates for Governor and Congress.
It will be useful in the same way that the SUFPLEMENTAL INFORMATION ON THE PROPOSED
AMENDMENTS will be helpful to you (see above), In addition, we think you may want
to add this information to the answers to the questionnaires you received from your
legislative candidates and mimeograph some material of your own, rather than to
order a supply from the state office.

Pricet 25¢ (limited quantity available)

LEGISLATIVE ROLICALLS (limited to issues on IWV program) and CONGRESSIONAL ROLICALLS
will reach you probably the end of August, with the next President’s Letter,

i

Affiliated with the
League of Women Voters of the U.S.
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LARSON,LOEVINGER,LINDQUIST,FREEMAN & FRASER

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

EARL R.LARSON

LEE LOEVINGER
LEONARD E.LINDOQUIST
DONALD M, FRASER
ROBERT C.MUSSMAN
LOUISE A, HEROLU
GERALD E.MAGNUSON
WILLIAM E.FOX

HARRY H.MAcLAUGHLIN JR.
WALTER F. MONDALE
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Harold Wilson,
Executive Secretary
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MIDLAND BANK BUILDING
MINNEAPOLIS |, MINNESOTA
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AMENDMENT NUMBER ONE

To be voted upon November 6, 1956

Minnesota State Bar Association
500 National Building
Minneapolis 2, lMinnesota




CALLING ALL LAWYFRS IN RE:

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT NO, 1 = = REVISION OF
ARTICLE VI REL..TING TO THE JUDICIARY

One of the Association's most notable achievements during the 1955
session of the Legislature was procuring passage of the Bill for a constitutional
amendment to revise Article VI relating to the Judiciary and to have it appear
on the ballot this coming election as amendment No., l. This Bill was drafted and
supported by the Association's Committee on Constitutional Revision of which
Charles B, Howard of lMinneapolis was the Chairman, Now, it is up to the lawyers
of the state to see to it that this amendment is adopted by the people on November
the 6th, There is no organigzed group with money to wage a campaign for this
amendment., The lawyers of the state as individuals will have to carry the ball,
The Junior Bar Section has undertaken the promotion of this amendment as one of
its projects, I, Edward T, Fride, Jr, of Duluth is Chairman of the Junior Bar
Committee in charge and will be calling on many of us to speak in support of the
amendment ,

This amendment is a complete revision of the judiciary article in
accordance with modern ideas. It will enable the legislature to make improvements
in the court system not possible under the old provisions which include so many
details, many obsolete and others which have hampered the legislature and the
courts in putting improvements in effect,

A list, in part, of the many respects in which the present provisions
will be changed follows:

1, Justice of the peace will no longer be a constitutional office,
The legislature is free to abolish this office and substitute such
form of inferior court as it may deem suitable,

Courts may be created by majority vote of the legislature instead
of by a two~thirds vote as is now required,

The members of the Supreme Court are designated as judges rather
than as justices,.

The legislature may increase the number of judges in the Supreme
Court from six to eight if it so determines,

The provision for definite terms of the Supreme Court is eliminated.
Other obsolete provisions of the Constitution including the provision
that the legislature may provide for holding of terms in various
parts of the state are also eliminated,

The clerk of the Supreme Court is made an appointive office with the
appointment to be made by the members of the Supreme Court,

The district court judges may be assigned to serve on the Supreme
Court by action of the court itself rather than by action of the
governor and it is not necessary that members of the Supreme Court
be incapacitated in order to permit district court judges to serve.

(1)




The present limitations on the original jurisdiction of the district
court are removed,

The act provides a uniform term of office of six years for all judges.,

The term of appointment of judges is changed so that they would
hold office until the next election one year after the vacancy occurs
instead of thirty days after the vacancy occurs as is now required.

The office of Court Commissioner is no longer a constitutional office
although the legislature has power to continue this office if it
desires.

The amendment makes provision for the use of retired judges so that
they may hear and decide causes the same as the judges regularly in
office, the purpose being to make use of the abilities of these
Judges to help overcrowded terms so far as possible,

The amendment authorizes the legislature to set up the plan for
retirement of judges, including the manner in which a judge who is
incompetent may be removed from office.

The amendment requires that judges of the Supreme Court, the District
Court and Probate Court be learned in the law and authorizes the
legislature to prescribe requirements as to legal training for other
judicial offices,

The legislature will be authorized to combine the probate courts in
the various counties and may add a probate judge in any county,

The compensation of the probate judge is to be fixed by the legislature
rather than by law as at present. This incorporates in the section
relating to the probate court the interpretation of the Supreme Court
concerning salaries of district court judges.

The clerk of the probate court is not provided for in the Constitution,
leaving this matter for determination by the legislature,

18, It will enable the legislature to enlarge the jurisdiction of the
probate court, It could be made into a county court if the legislature
sees fit to do so,

The Republican Party at its state convention on September 15th endorsed
this amendment and urged its adoption. It also has the support of the leaders of
the Democratic-Farmer Labor Party, If we all put our shoulders to the wheel this
amendment will pass.




LARSON, LOZVINGER, LINDQUIST, FRECMAN & FRASER
Midland Bank Building
Minneapolis 1, Minn.

October 15, 1956

Mrs. Basil Young, President
Minnesota League of Women Voters
15th and Washington Avenue S.E.
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Dear Mrs. Young:

At the November 6th General Election, the voters of Minnesota will vote
on a proposed amendment to Article VI of the Minnesota Constitution.
The proposal will be identified on the ballot as "Amendment No. 1",

This proposal was drafted by the Minnesota State Ber Association after
lengthy consideration and study by the lawyers of the State, and it was
passed at the 1955 session of the leglslature. The amendment is
non-partisan and has the support of both political parties.

Briefly stated, it is the purpose of this amendment to enable revision

of the judiclary article of the State Constitution along modern lines.

It will permit improvements in our court system not presently possible
under the old constitutional provisions which are considered to be
obsolete and which have hampered the legislature and the courte in putting
improvements into effect.

The Minnesota State Bar Association feels that approval of this amendment
by the voters is vital to the efficient administration of justice in our
State, but there is no organized group with funds available to wage an
active campalign for the passage of the amendment. Therefore, the members
of the Minnesota State Bar Association have assumed the responsibility of
acquainting the citizens with this proposal.

Enclosed herein please find a pamphlet whiech lists, in part, some of the
changes in our court system which would be possible upon passage of
Amendment No. 1. I sincerely hope that you will notify the members of your
organization as to the purpose of Amendment No. 1 and urge them all to
vote "YES" for this amendment.

Yours very truly,

(Miss) Louise A. Herou, Secretary
Junior Bar Sectlion
/1 Minnesota State Bar Association

ee to Mrs. Harold Wilsom,
L/// Executive BSecretary




AMENDMENT NUMBER ONE

To be voted upon November 6, 1956

Minnesota State Bar Association
500 National Building
Minneapolis 2, lfinnesota




CALLING ALL LAWYERS IN RE:

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT NO, 1 = = REVISION OF
ARTICLE VI RIL.TING TO THE JUDICIARY

One of the Association's most notable achievements during the 1955
session of the Legislature was procuring passage of the Bill for a constitutional
amendment to revise Article VI relating to the Judiciary and to have it appear
on the ballot this coming election as amendment No, le This Bill was drafted and
supported by the Association's Committee on Constitutional Revision of which
Charles B, Howard of Minneapolis was the Chairman, Now, it is up to the lawyers
of the state to see to it that this amendment is adopted by the people on November
the 6th, There is no organized group with money to wage a campaign for this
amendmentes The lawyers of the state as individuals will have to carry the ball,
The Junior Bar Section has undertaken the promotion of this amendment as one of
its projects., Ir. Edward T, Fride, Jr, of Duluth is Chairman of the Junior Bar
Committee in charge and will be calling on many of us to speak in support of the
amendment .

This amendment is a complete revision of the Judiciary article in
accordance with modern ideas. It will enable the legislature to make improvements
in the court system not possible under the old provisions which include so many
details, many obsolete and others which have hampered the legislature and the
courts in putting improvements in effect.

A list, in part, of the many respects in which the present provisions
will be changed follows:

1. Justice of the peace will no longer be a constitutional office,
The legislature is free to abolish this office and substitute such
form of inferior court as it may deem suitable,

Courts may be created by majority vote of the legislature instead
of by a two-thirds vote as is now required.

The members of the Supreme Court are designated as judges rather
than as justices,

The legislature may increase the number of Jjudges in the Supreme
Court from six to eight if it so determines,

The provision for definite terms of the Supreme Court is eliminated,
Other obsolete provisions of the Constitution including the provision
that the legislature may provide for holding of terms in various
parts of the state are also eliminated,

The clerk of the Supreme Court is made an appointive office with the
appointment to be made by the members of the Supreme Court,

The district court judges may be assigned to serve on the Supreme
Court by action of the court itself rather than by action of the
governor and it is not necessary that members of the Supreme Court
be incapacitated in order to permit district court Jjudges to serve,

(1)




The present limitations on the original jurisdiction of the district
court are removed,

The act provides a uniform term of office of six years for all judges,

The term of appointment of judges is changed so that they would
hold office until the next election one year after the vacancy occurs
instead of thirty days after the vacancy occurs as is now required.

The office of Court Commissioner is no longer a constitutional office
although the legislature has power to continue this office if it
desires,

The amendment makes provision for the use of retired judges so that
they may hear and decide causes the same as the judges regularly in
office, the purpose being to make use of the abilities of these
Judges to help overcrowded terms so far as possible,

The amendment authorizes the legislature to set up the plan for
retirement of judges, including the manner in which a judge who is
incompetent may be removed from office.

The amendment requires that judges of the Supreme Court, the District
Court and Probate Court be learned in the law and authorizes the
legislature to prescribe requirements as to legal training for other
judicial offices,

The legislature will be authorized to combine the probate courts in
the various counties and may add a probate judge in any county.

The compensation of the probate judge is to be fixed by the legislature
rather than by law as at present. This incorporates in the section
relating to the probate court the interpretation of the Supreme Court
concerning salaries of district court judges.

17. The clerk of the probate court is not provided for in the Constitution,
leaving this matter for determination by the legislature,

18, It will enable the legislature to enlarge the jurisdiction of the
probate court, It could be made into a county court if the legislature
sees fit to do so,

The Republican Party at its state convention on September 15th endorsed
this amendment and urged its adoption. It also has the support of the leaders of
the Democratic-Farmer Labor Party. If we all put our shoulders to the wheel this
amendment will passe.
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OFFICERS

Chairman

E. RAY CORY, President
Minnesota State Automobile Ass'n.
Austin, Minn.

County Vice-Chairman

WENDELL P. HUBER
County Highway Engineers Ass'n.
Fergus Falls, Minn.

Urban Vice-Chairman

C. C. LUDWIG, Executive Secretary
League of Minnesota Municipalities
Minneapolis, Minn.

Rural Vice-Chairman

J. L. MORTON, President
Minnesota Farm Bureau Federation
St. Paul, Minn.

Treasurer

AL R. SHIELY
J. L. Shiely Company
St. Paul, Minn.

Assistant Treasurer
RALPH KEYES, Executive Secretary .
Minnesota Ass'n. of County e
Commissioners
St. Paul, Minn.

Secretary

C. D. JOHNSTON, Director
Minnescta Good Roads, Inc.
Minneapolis, Minn.

EDWIN H. CHRISTENSON, President

Minnesota Farmers Union
St. Paul, Minn.

HUGH M. CRAIG, Executive Secretary
Minnesota State Automobile Ass'n.
Minneapolis, Minn.

A. P. EBERL, Business Manager
Construction Builders Material
Union

St. Paul, Minn,

ELMER V. ERICKSON, President
Minnesota Good Roads, Inc.
Cambridge, Minn.

A. E. GIERE, Director
Minnesota Good Roads, Inc.
5t. Paul, Minn.

Al C. GODWARD
Consulting Engineer
Minneapolis, Minn.

CHARLES L. HALSTED, Chairman
Interim Commission on Highway
Taxes Distribution
Brainerd, Minn.

HERMAM MATZKE, Director
Minnesota Good Roads, Inc.
Duluth, Minn.

ROBERT B. MORRIS, Secretary
Chamber of Commerce
Duluth, Minn.

E. L. MURPHY, President
Mir ta Motor Transport Ass'n,
St. Paul, Minn.

WILLIAM B. PEARSON, President
Minnesota Chapter National
Grange
Ogilvie, Minn.

O. Z. REMSBERG, President
Mi ta Chapter, National High-
way Users Conference
St. Paul, Minn.

H. M. WHISMAN, Executive Secretary
Minnesota Petroleum Industries
Commission
Minneapolis, Minn.

STATEWIDE COMMITTEE

for
HIGHWAY AMENDMENT NO. 2

Telephone FEderal 5-7137
MmnNeaPOLIS 2, MINNESOTA

October 2, 1956

Mrs, Basil Ypung, Pres,
Minnesota Learus of Women Voters

Hibbing, Minn,
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If we do not hear from you to the contrary within three or

four days, the Executive Committee will proceed to authorize
the printing of additional letterheads similar to these and
prepare accompanying literature in support of the Amendment.

Cordially,

E. Ray Cory, (General Chairman

P.S. Assuming this plan of actlion meets with your approval,
how many brochures could you use for direct mailing to your
friends and organizstion members?

Vote YES — Better Roads Amendment No. 2 [X]




AMDERSON & SONS COMPANY
Clarence Anderson, President
Minneapolis, Minn.

ARMCO DRAINAGE & METAL
PRODUCTS, INC.
Lew Currier, General Manager
Minneapolis, Minn.

ASPHALT INSTITUTE
W. L. Hinderman,
District Manager

S5t. Paul, Minn.

ASSOCIATED BAKERS OF
MINMESOTA
J. M. long, Secretary-Manoger
Minneapolis, Minn.

ASS'M OF MAMNUFACTURERS
REPRESEMTATIVES, IMNC.
Arthur Kruger,
Executive Secretary
Minneapolis, Minn.

CARGILL, INC.
Robert Woodworth,
Vice President
Minneapolis, Minn,

CEMTRAL LIVESTOCK ASSOCIATION
M. K. Carnes, General Manager
South St. Paoul, Minn.

GORDON R, CLOSWAY
Exec. Editor Winona Daily News
Winona, Minn.

COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AGENTS
ASSOCIATION

Howard Balk, President

Bagley, Minn.

COUNTY HIGHWAY EMGIMEERS
ASSOCIATION
Ray C, Deegan, President
Maonkato, Minn.

CREAMERY OPERATORS &
MANAGERS ASSOCIATION
Floyd Thompson, Exec. Secretary
St. Paul, Minn.

A. M. DeYOAMMNES
Mesabi Daily Mews & Range
Facts
Virginia, Minn.

JOHMN DIESETH COMPANY
General Contractors
Fergus Falls, Minn,

ELK RIVER COMCRETE PRODUCTS
COMPANY
Robert Tambornine, Sales Mgr.
Minneapolis, Minn.

FARMERS ELEVATOR ASSOCIATION
OF MINMESOTA
Lloyd A. Melson, Secretary
Minneapolis, Minn.

FARMERS UMION GRAIN TERMINAL
ASSOCIATION

M. W. Thatcher, General Mgr.

5t. Paul, Minn.

T. C. FIELD & COMPAMY
T. C. Field, President
St. Pawl, Minn.

GEORGE FISHER
Edifor, Hibbing Daily Tribune
Hibbing, Minn.

EARL HENTOM
Kdal-TV
Duluth, Minn.

HEMMNEPIN COUNTY BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS
George Mathews, Chaoirman
Minneapolis, Minn,

HIAWATHA VALLEY ASSOCIATION
A. J. Anderson, Secretary
Winona, Minn.

REPRESENTATIVE ALVIN HOFSTAD
Madison, Minn.

I. U. O. E. LOCAL 49
Dale L. Burcheit,
Business Manager
St. Paul, Minn.

INDEPEMDEMT BAMKERS

ASSOCIATIOM OF AMERICA
Ben DuBois, Secretary
Sauk Centre, Minn.

JERRY J. KIGIM, President
Guarantee State Bank & Trust Co.
St, Cloud, Minn.

LEAGUE OF MINMESOTA
MUNICIPALITIES
George R. Martens, President
C. C. ludwig, Exec. Secretary
University of Minnesofa

MINMESOTA GOOD ROADS, IMC.
Harry Linder, Director
Willmar, Minn.

FRAMK D. MARZITELLI
Commissioner of Public Warks
St. Paul, Minn.

JAY W. CRAIG COMPANY
Julion Melond, Wice-President
Minneapolis, Minn.

MIDWAY CIVIC CLUB
Henry J. Lund,

Secretary-Manager
5t. Paul, Minn.

Legislative Interim Committee on
HIGHWAY TAXES DISTRIBUTION

SENATORS
NormaN J. LARsON
ArcHiE H. MiLLER

C. C. MrrcHELL
B. G. Novar, Vice Chairman
HerBerT ROGERS

REPRESENTATIVES
E. J. CHILGREN
Ausrey W. DirLaM, Secretary
CHarrEs L. Havstep, Chairman
WiLLiam L. SHOVELL

Epwarp J. ToMczyr

INDEPENDENT GRAIN ELEVATORS
ASSOCIATION

Oscar Olson, President

Truman, Minn.

INDEFEMDENT TIRE DEALERS
ASSOCIATION

Milton Rosen, Secretary

5t, Paul, Minn.

INTERSTATE POWER COMPAMY
M. L. Kopp, President
Dubugque, lowa

H. ¥. JOHNSTOM CULVERT CO.
Al Warren, General Maonoger
Minneapolis, Minn.

JUNIOR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
OF MINNESOTA
Enoch Peferson, Exec. Secretary
St. Paul, Minn.

MINMEAPOLIS CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE
Douglas Timmerman,
Executive Secrefary
Floyd Arms, Operctions Mancger
Minneapolis, Minn.

MINNEAPOLIS CLEARING HOUSE
ASSOCIATION
Joseph D. Husbands, Manager
Minneapolis, Minn.

MINMESOTA AUTOMOBILE
DEALERS ASSOCIATION
Leo B. Faricy. General Manager
Minneapolis, Minn.

MINMESOTA ASSM, OF CHAMBER

OF COMMERCE EXECUTIVES
MNorman Jones, Exec. Secretary
St Paul, Minn.

MINMESOTA ASSOCIATION

OF CITY EMGIMEERS
Arthur Tews, President
St. Paul, Minn.

MINMESOTA ASSOCIATION OF
COUNTY COMMISSIOMNERS
L. A. Anderson, President
Mankato, Minn.

MINMESOTA ASSM. OF RURAL
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES
Harold Levander,
General Counsel
St. Pawl, Minn.

MINNESOTA ASSOCIATION
OF COOPERATIVES
Edward E. Sletten,
Executive Secretary
5t. Paul, Minn.

MINMESOTA BAMNKERS ASSM,
A. G. Sirek, New Praogue,
President
Floyd Larson, Minneapolis,
Executive Secretary

MINNESOTA BITUMINOUS
PAYEMENT ASSOCIATION
Sheldon Beanblossom,
Executive Secretary

Minneapolis, Minn.

MINMESOTA BEER WHOLESALERS
ASSOCIATION
L P. Ahles, Exec. Secretary
St. Clowd, Minn.

MINMESOTA BOTTLERS ASSM.

MIMMNESOTA BREWERS ASSM.
John J. Farrell, Exec. Secretary
St, Poul, Minn,

MINMESOTA CANDY & TOBACCO
JOBBERS ASSM., INC.
R. E. Linderman, Exec. Secrefary
Minneapolis, Minn.

MINNESOTA CANNERS &

FREEZERS ASSOCIATION
Edwin W. Elmer, Secretary
Minneapolis, Minn.

MINMNESOTA CREAMERIES ASSM.
M. H. Olson, Exec. Secretary
St. Paul, Minn,

MINNESOTA COUNCIL OF RETAIL
TRADE ASSOCIATIONS
Edwin J. Chapple, Exec. Secretary
St. Paul, Minn,

MINMMESOTA COUNTY SCHOOL
SUPERINTEMDEMNTS ASSM.
Mrs. Caroline Mehlhop, Secretary
Glencoe, Minn.

MIMMNESOTA DAIRY INDUSTRIES
COMMITTEE

Lovis Conlin, Secretary

St. Paul, Minn.

MINMESOTA EQUIPMENT DEALERS
ASSOCIATION

William Blizzard, President

St. Paul, Minn.

-

-

MINMESOTA FEDERATION OF
WOMEN CLUBS
Miss Ella Liskey, President
Minneapolis, Minn.

MINMESOTA  HOTEL  ASSOCIA-
TIOM; MINMESOTA RESTAURANT
& RESORT ASSOCIATION
Mark J. Ocken, Exec. Secretary
Minneapolis, Minn.

MINMESOTA IMPLEMENT DEALERS
ASSOCIATION
John A. Buxton, Secretary

_Cowatoriia, Mifn—_
" MINNESOTA lEAGUE:J;\

WOMEN VOTERS S
Mrs. Bosil Young, PpeSident

\ Hibbing, Minn.
“\__ Mrs. Thom immer, Secretary
rague, Minn.

MINMESOTA  MILK COUNCIL &
MNORTHWEST ASSM. OF ICE CREAM
MAMUFACTURERS
D. T. Carlson, Exec. Secrstary
Willmar, Minn.

MINMESOTA MOTEL ASSOCIATION
Elmer U. Berdchl, Exec. Secretary
Marshall, Minn.

MINMESOTA MUMICIPAL

UTILITIES ASSOCIATION
Alfred R. Kephart, Secrefary
Glencoe, Minn,

MINMESOTA POULTRY, BUTTER &
EGG ASSOCIATION
G. A. Heinze, Exec. Secretary
Minneapolis, Minn.

MINMESOTA POWER & LIGHT CO.
M. L. Hibbard, Chairman
Duluth, Minn.

MINMESOTA RETAIL FEDERATION,
INC.
Thomas H. Hodgson,
Executive Secretary
Minneapolis, Minn

MINMESOTA RETAIL HARDWARE
ASSOCIATION
C. J. Christopher,
Manager-Treasurer
Minneapolis, Minn,

MINMESOTA TOURIST PROMOTION
COMMITTEE

Alec Ruttger

Deerwood, Minn.

MINMNESOTA SAFETY COUNCIL
A. Y. Rohweder, President
Duluth, Minn.

MINMESOTA SCHOOL BOARDS
ASSOCIATION
Wm, A. Wettergren,
Executive Secretary
St. Peter, Minn,

MIMMESOTA SOCIETY OF
ASSOCIATIOM EXECUTIVES
Lleyd Wilkes, President

Minnecpoelis, Minn.

MINMESOTA TELEPHONE ASSM.
Keith W. Vogt, Secretary
S5t. Paul, Minn.

KOPPERS COMPANY
Harry Micholson, Sales Manager
5t. Paul, Minn.

MINMESOTA VOCATIOMAL
AGRICULTURAL INSTRUCTORS
G. R. Cochran, Secretary

St. Poul, Minn.

MNORTHWESTERN REFINING CO.
Charles Mix, Manager
St. Poul Park, Minn.

M. W. RETAIL GASOLINE SERVICE
ASSM.

Jess Birdseye, General Mgr.

5t. Poul, Minn.

MINNESOTA HIGHWAY STUDY
COMMISSION

SENATORS
HoMER J. COVERT. . oioocciiiinins

B. G NOVAE oS Paml
A0 SEETVOLD..........occoeeee et esrms smanrm e Detroit Lakes
REPRESENTATIVES
RorH Covmnes oo oo o ERDeTRe
AuBrey W. DiIBLAM. . .. e Redwood Falls
LawrencE HAEG ... ......Robbinsdale
CHARLES HALSTED...ooioeecoeeeseeeeeeevecnmesesnmisnsmsanns Brainerd
Jommy- A THARYTEE = Owatonna
ReuBEN TWETEN . ... Fosston
Roxy VOXLAND oo A ETEYOT

CITIZENS APPOINTED BY THE SENATE

C. C. Ludwig, Executive Secretary, League of Minnesota Munici-
palities, Minneapolis

E. Ray Cory, President, Minnesota State Automobile Association,
Austin

J. B. McDonald, Chairman, Minnesota Petroleum Indusiries,
St. Paul

Robert B. Morris, Secretary, Duluth Chamber of Commerce,
Duluth

James Morton, President, Minnesota Farm Burecu Federation,
St. Paul

E. L. Murphy, Jr., President, Minnesota Transport Association,
St. Paul

Hjalmar Petersen, Publisher, Askov American, ._#isknr:

CITIZENS APPOINTED BY THE HOUSE

Edwin H. Christianson, President, Minnesota Farmers Union,
St. Paul

Gordon Conklin, Chairman, A. F. L. Teamsters Joint Council,
St. Paul

Chester Graupmann, County Commissioner, MeLeod County,
Glencoe

Wendell P. Huber, County Highway Engineer, Ottertail County,
Fergus Falls

0. Z. Remsberg, President, Minnesota Highway Users Confer-
ence, St. Paul )

George M. Shepard, St. Paul Ciiy Engineer, St. Paul

William P. Steven, Executive Editor, Minneapolis Star and
Tribune, Minneapolis

PORTLAND CEMEMNT ASSOCIATION
Fred R. McComb,
District Engineer
Minneapolis, Minn.

MINNESOTA GOOD ROADS, INC.
Oscor A. Qlson, Sr., Treasurer
Braham, Minn.

MISSISSIPPI WALLEY PUBLIC
SERVICE COMPANY
E. H. Finkelnburg, President
Winona, Minn,

5. J. GROVES & COMPANY
E. ). Roiney, Wice President
Minneapolis, Minn.

For Better Roads---VOTE YES---on Good Roads Amendment No. 2

“YES” Vote for Good Roads Amendment No. 2---MEANS BETTER ROADS---Here is partial list of supporters for Good Roads Amendment No. 2---

MNORTH CEMTRAL AGGREGATE &
READY-MIX COMCRETE PRODUCERS
ASSOCIATION

George P. Frise, President

La Crosse, Wis.

NORTHWEST CROP IMPROYEMENT
ASSOCIATION
Harry O. Putnam,
Executive Secrefary
Minneapolis, Minn.

H. E. PALMER
Dakota County Highway
Engineer
Hastings, Minn.

RURAL LETTER CARRIERS ASSM.
Helmer Mornes, President
Beltrami, Minn,

Harry Karvonen, Secretary,
New York Mills, Minn.
Henry R. Riss., Past President,

Worthington, Minn.

GEORGE T. RYAMN COMPAMY
George T. Ryan, President
Chas. C. Tambornine, Exec. V. P.
Minneapolis, Minn.

ST. PAUL AUTOMOBILE CLUB
Gustav C. Axelrod, President
St. Paul, Minn.

5T, PAUL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Al J. Crocker, Manager of Public
Affairs
5t Paul, Minn,

ST. LOUIS COUNTY BOARD
OF COMMISSIOMNERS
Vicfor Hulstrand, Secretary
Hibbing, Minn.

GEORGE M. SHEPARD
City Engineer
St. Paul, Minn.

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
J. 5. Siebert, President
Windom, Minn.

TWIN CITY RETAIL DRUGGISTS
ASSOCIATION
Henry Moen, Exec, Secrefary
5t. Paul, Minn.

UMITED STATES STEEL CORP.
Dreng Bjornaraa, Director
of Public Relations
St. Paul, Minn.

E. 5. VEVEA
Ancka County Highway Engineer
Ancka, Minn,

EMERSON WARD
Director, Minnesota Good Roads,
Ine.
Woaseea, Minn.

FRED WICKLUMD
Mational President, U. S.
Highway Mo. 75 Association
Ortonville, Minn.

WOODRICH COMSTRUCTION CO.
Warren Woodrich, President
Hopkins, Minn,

WM. H. ZIEGLER COMPANY
William H. Ziegler, Chairman
Minneapolis, Minn.




For Good Roads in Minnesota---SEE that Good Roads Amendment No. 2 Passes
Vote YES

Here’s Why It Is Important That Everyone Work for Passage of Good Roads
Amendment No. 2 on November 6

The Good Roads Amendment will put Minnesota’s own highway house in order. Under it
the state will be able to gain maximum benefit from the new federal highway program. It
will provide a balanced, long range program that will benefit all classes of roads and streets

and all the people who use them.

If the Good Roads Amendment does not pass, there is good reason to believe the legislature
may raise the gas tax as a quick method of getting more funds for county roads. This, of
course, would do nothing for cities and villages . . . certainly would not answer the high-

way problem.

This is the fairest distribution of highway funds ever put into an amendment, because the

distribution is based on study, on facts, on putting the money where the needs are.

Good Roads Amendment No. 2 is more than just a new distribution of highway funds. It
contains many sound highway principles which set the framework for efficient road and

street building in the years ahead.

TWO YEAR STUDY ON GOOD ROADS AMENDMENT NO. 2

GOOD ROADS AMENDMENT NO. 2 IS THE DIRECT RESULT OF A TWO-YEAR STUDY
CONDUCTED BY A 28-MAN COMMISSION, ON WHICH WERE REPRESENTATIVES OF
COUNTIES, CITIES AND STATEWIDE ORGANIZATIONS INTERESTED IN BETTER ROADS
AND STREETS. ALL THESE VARYING INTERESTS AGREED THAT AMENDMENT NO. 2 IS
NEEDED TO GIVE MINNESOTA A BALANCEb PROGRAM OF IMPROVEVMENT ON ALL
ROADS AND STREETS.

For Amendment No. 2
VOTE YES For Better, Safer Roads % YES
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ENDMENT NO.I This smendment would revise the present Judiciary Article of
the Constitution. The following changes would be effected:
A..The office of Justice of the Peace which is now consti-

tutional would be removed from Article VI & the authority
Relating to the given to the legislature to continue or abolbsh the office.
Judiciary ( Present justices would continue in office for remainder
of their term. )

.Establish one District Court for entire state so Judges of
one district could discharge duties in any other dlstrict.
Change the number & boundaries of Judicial districts &
provide for two or more judges in each districtl.

.Authorize the legislature to provide not less than six
nor more than eight Assoclate Justilces of the Suorcwp
Court, ( the no. now restricted to 6 )

Provide that a distriect judge may be temporarily assigned
to act as Supreme Court Justice upon ite request.

.The Clerk of Supreme Court to be appointed rather than
elected as at present.

.Eliminate present constitutional limitatlones on juris-
diction of Probate Courts & glve legislature authority to
confer further jJjurisdiction as 1t deems necessary.

Make it compulsory that Probate Judges be lawyers. ( All
Probate Judgzes now in office shall be deemed " learned in
the law " for the purpose of continuing in office & to
seek re-election to any judiclal office inferior to
District Court .)

F..Provide for a six year term for all jJjudges but the term
of any Jjudge shall end if he files for federal electlve
office or non-judicial office.

G..Authorize the legislature to provide retirement of all
judges and for removal af any Jjudge incepacitated while
in office. Permit a retired Judge to be assigned to hear

& declde cases.
ey

Thie smendment will create a highway user tax distribution
fund ,into which will go gasoline tax & motor vehicle license
fees, ”h# net proceeds of such fund to be divided as follows :
6° to trunk highway fund
2C % to county state-zid fund
; to municipel etate-aid fund ( which fund will be
created by this ¢7~“C”Fﬂt ,to be apportioned among
cities & villages ving rOﬁvlculon of 5000 or more )
After January 1963, the ICf cla*ure may set aside § % of net
proceeds of Highway fund & apportion it to any one or more
of the three funds.
3kt
NO,IIT This amendment will divert to current needs of public schools
o the University of Minnesota, the 50 % of the Iron Ore
pation Tax, which now goes into the Permenent Trust Fund.
Relating t, the This 50 % to be divided aes follows 3
Iron Ore 40 % to current needs of public schools
Lucurbtlon I0 % to curent needs of the Unliversity of Mlnnesoté&.
Tax

The present Permanent Trust Funds would be kept intact




PROPOSED JUDICIARY AMENDMENT

Summary of Constitutional Changes Proposed
by Amendment No, 1

(Laws 1955, Ch, 881)

Excerpted from 1955 report of special
committee of the Minnesota State Bar
Association on Constitutional Revision.

e o o o The proposed amendment will make the following changes:

1. The office of justice of the peace is no longer required.

2+ The legislature by majority vote may create such courts
as it thinks necessary.,

3¢ The clerk of the Supreme Court is made -an appointive
office.

A.‘ Termsg of Supreme Court judges are no longer fixedé-

5¢ DPistrict Court judges may be assigned to duty on Supreme
Court by the Chief Judge.

Limitation on original jurisdiction of District Court is
removed.

Requirement for separate probate court in each county
eliminated.,

Uniform term provided for all Judges.,

No judge required to run for memelection until one year
after appointment instead of thirty days.

Provides for use of retired Jjudges.,
Supreme Court, District Court and Probate Court Judges

required to be learned in law and legislature may set up
requirements for other judges.




—establish-ane—dietrict _court-Ffor
Temove Justife-ef-peace..courts from Constitution

authorize the legislature by a majority instead of a two-thirds vote as
reqguired, to establish such courts (other than supreme, district, and

such minor judicial offieers and commissioners inferior to the district
the legislature may deem necessary

tablish one district court for entire state so that JHAEHEIEK judge of one
may discharge duties of a judge in any other district.

eliminate present constitutional provisions r ing to justice of the peace

euthorize legislative to provide for not less than six nor more than eight associate
Justices of the supeeme court,

provide that a judge of the district court may be assigned temporarily to act as a
Jjudge of the supreme court upon its request (governor malesthis assienment now)

provide that clerk of supreme court be appointed by the supreme
elected.

Authorize the supreme court to appoint in addition to the clerk - a reporter,
law librarian and such other employees as it may deem necessary.

o

provide for supreme court meeting at places cther

Authorize legislature to establish or change the number and boundaries of
districts, providing the office of a district judge may not be abolished during
term,

provide that there shall be two or more district judges

Provides that the compensation of the clerk of dist
+

law 2nd shall not be dimindshed during his term

Eliminates the present limitation on the jurisdiction of the distriet court to
civil cases where the amount in controversy exceeds 3100 and to criminal cases
”?ﬂre the mommwixiw punishment exceeds three months' imprisonment or a fine of
:-100.

Eliminate present constitutional limitation on the Jurisdiction of the probate
court and allow the legislature to confer upon the probate court such further
Jurisdiction as the legislature may determine.

Constitute, until otherwise provided by law, each connty a probate court district
and to provide that there shall be one or more probate judges in each districs.

rovide that judges of the probate court shall he learred in the law
that the qualifications of all other jaﬁfﬁs nd judiei o’.;P9r° sh
scribed by law, ~All probate gudgies in olfice now sha deemed
aw,

Z
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10/24/56

Learg Alene:

Sent this to both papers today as instructed by
Board. In view of contents, 1t wilill not be
necessary for you to have letter written on
amendments we talked about.

Have been thinking of you-all today and hope you
had a good meeting.

Thanks agaln for all your wonderful work; you
have done so much, and I feel like a dog for having
"killed of f" one of the best public relatlions
and board members we have ever hade Lverything
you have done has been nothing short of terrific
and we - and I - will alwasy be grateful, besldes
which you're sueh a darn nlce person, and we'll
miss you somethling flerce.

(_-W

As I said == iﬁ_cha-gouWEhﬂn@e your mind

Affectionately,

ﬂﬁ%éf/




Same letter to Pioneer Press ana Dispatch

¥inneapclis Star and Tribune
Kinneapglls, HMinn.

To the Editor:

Because hone of tihie issues involved in the three proposed amendments to

the Constitution of the State falls within the current program of the Lengue
of Vwomen Voters of Minnesota, it cannot lend its support er opposition to any
of tneme. Through insdvertence, we were erroneously included in the 1list of

supporters of Amendinent No. £ on the letterheesd of the Statewlde Commlttee for
tJ 8t ‘IQ mEnQInGn tr ®
1 \

The u#ughc of VWomen Voters does, however, urge every voter to make & declslon
one wiy or the other on these mmencments

and cast his vote mccordingly on the
Kovember 6th ballot. As part of our

service to the voters, we provide factuel

1nforﬂvt*on on these smendment proposals to help them cast an lnformed

16th and Visshington Avenue S.E., |
Linn., or from any of our fifty-four local letsgues throupliout the s

- tg,
lt\is gvailpb e at our state office,

lé

Ve tlso reminé them of the difiicult amending process vwe have In Minnes
requiring thet an amendment ruot 1cccixe the approval of & majority of a.
votig in the election, not just » majority of those voting for or sgsins,

ﬁmcnrmnt. This means that no vote counts as 2 "lHo" vote.

Unlik our statutory lesws whidi are written by our elected representatives a.
need Yot be submitted to the electorate for epproval, constitutional, or basi.

Ml
In h;u rests the power and Gu.

law 1| the prime responsibility of the citizen.
to frie and adopt it in the first place, and thereefter to decide if, when anc

how hgshall slter, modify or revise it to suit his changlng needse. 7The citlze
is contitution-makere.

, ¥rs. Basil Young
\ President, League of Vwomen Voters
\ of Finnesota
|
i,;ubi\{l ¥innm.
cC Nimneapolis League
Alene Grossmen




kp/
October 13, 1956 /

Mr. E. Ray Cory, General Chairman

Statewide Committee for Highway Amendment No. 2
524 Northwestern Bank Bldg.
Minneapolis, Minn.

Dear Mr. Cory:

Confirming our telephone conversation this morning with reference

to the use of the name of the League of Women Voters in your list of
suppor ters, since the League has taken no position for or agsinst
this amendment, we cannot be included in this 1list.

Under our by-lews, we cannot support or oppose any issue that is not
on the program adopted by our membership at convention.

I know you will understand, and hope that our name can be taken off
the tentative 1list before it goes to the printers.

As part of our voters service work, we do lssue pro and con material and
speak to groups on all of the amendments so voters may be informed on the
issues.

Sincerely yours,

Mrs . Basil Young
President




letter to Minneapolis Star & Tribune

October 24, 1956

e+, Paul Pioneer Press and Dispatch
S t . FQul 3 Inr._'. INile

To the Lditor:

Because none of the issues involved in the three proposed emendments to

the Constitution of the State falls within the current program of the League
of V.omen Voters of Kinnesota, it cannot lend its support or opposition to any
of them. Ihrough inadvertence, we were erroneously included in the list of
suppor ters of Amendment No. £ on the letterhead of the Statewide Committee for
that smendment.

The League of Women Voters does, however, Urgée evely voter to make a decision
one way or the other on these amendments &snd cast his vote accordingly on the
November 6th bsllot. As part of our service to the voters, we provide factusl
infarmetion on these amendment proposals to help them cast an informed vote.
It is sveilable at our state office, 15th and washington Ave. S.E., Minneapolil:
14, ¥inn,, or from any of our fifty-four local lesgues throughout the state.

V¢ also remind them of the difficult amecnding process we have In kiinnesota
requlring that an amencment must receive the approval of a majority of all tho
voting in the election, not just a majority of those voting for or against the
amencment. This means that no vote counts as & "io" vote.

L]
unlike our statutory laws which are written by our elected representatives anc
need not be submitted to the electorate for spproval, constitutlional, or basic
12 w ie the prime responsibility of the citizene. 1In him rests the power and
duty to frame and adopt 1t in the first place, and thereafter to decide if,vhe
and how he shall alter, modify or revise 1t to sult his changing needs. 7The
citizen is constitution-maker.

¥rs. Basil Young
Fresident, League of Viomen VYoters
of ¥innesote

Hibbing, Minn.

cc: Mrs. Moore, Pres. St. Paul League




On November 6, 1956, You Will Vote on
3 Amendments to the Minnesota Constitution

’ & [

PROVIDES FOR THE FOLLOWING:

® Supreme, district and probate judges required to be attorneys (except judges now in office); legis-
lature may set requirements for other judges.
Justice of peace courts removed from constitution.
Legislature may create such minor courts and judicial offices as it thinks necessary.
Legislature shall provide for election, retirement and removal, if incapacitated, of judges.
Six-year term for all judges; however, term ends if judge files for a non-judicial elective office.
Supreme or district court judges may hold no state or federal office other than a reserve military
commission.
No judge required to run for election unfil at least one year after appointment to a vacancy.
Supreme court may appoint a clerk (now elected) and other necessary employees, may meet at
places other than the capital, and shall have not less than six nor more than eight associate justices.
District court duties may be extended, boundaries may be set by the legislature (providing no
judge’s office can be abolished during his term), judges may perform duties of another district
judge or of a supreme court justice; and there shall be two or more judges in each district.

® Probate court duties may be extended and there shall be one or more judges in each district.

Highway rfmendment

® Creates a highway user tax distribution fund from the net proceeds of the motor vehicle and gaso-
line taxes, to be divided as follows:
62%—trunk highway fund,
29%—county state-aid highway fund,
9% —muncipal state-aid street fund (for cities, villages, and boroughs having populations of
5,000 or more).
(At the present time, all of the motor vehicle and % of the gasoline tax revenues go toward trunk
highways. The other %5 of the gasoline tax revenue goes toward county roads.)
® Permits legislature to apportion 5% of net proceeds of distribution fund to any one or more of
the three funds after January, 1963.

S. Tnon-One “Jax ¥mendment

® Diverts to current needs of public schools and University of Minnesota the 50% of the iron-ore
occupation tax now going to the permanent school and University trust funds.
® Divides the 50% as at present:
40% to current needs of public schools,
10% to current needs of the University of Minnesota.

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota provides this factual information as a public service to help you make a decision
for or against these amendments.
For further information write

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
15th and Washington Avenues S.E.
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota
1 0 0

REMEMBER NO VOTE COUNTS AS A ""NO’' VOTE

Minn. #13—8/56
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