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TOWARD MORE EFFECTIVE HOME RULE

(The Case for the Proposed Constitutional Amendment on
Local Government, Laws 1957, Ch., 809)

General Nature of the Amendment

Laws 1957, Ch. 809 proposes to submit to the people a constitutional amend-
ment on local government which would replace all of the existing sections of the
constitution dealing with that subject., It would thus superscde the provisions
dealing with special legislation (insofar as local governments are concerned),
home rule for cities, city-county consolidation, and a Ffew miscellancous sections.

The proposal is based upon the recommendations of the 1948 constitutional
commission on this same subject, thoush it abridges the commission!s draft
article and substantially modifies its provisions in the field of special legis~
lation, In general, the amendment proposes to revemp and meke more realistic
the restrictions on speciel legislation, to broaden and makc more flexible the
provisions for home rule charters, and to provide for the organization of city-
counties and for city-county consolidation through local charter action,

As originelly introduced the bill was gponsorcd by the League of Minnesota
Municipalities which adopted a resolution at the June 1956 convention recommend.
ing submission of such an amendment., Becesuse the bill was substantially revised
in the course of enactment, the proposed amendment in its final form will be
subjected to study by Leaguec study committees and appropriate action with
reference to tht amendment baken at the legislative conference to be held as
part of the ennuel convention in Minneapolis in June 1958: While the League 1is
officially concerned only with cities and villsges, the proposed amendment isg
not confined to municipal corporations since it was folt that the proposal of
the constitutional commission on which it is based was not properly divisible,

SPRCIAL LEGISLATION

History of Present Provision

Since 1892 the lMinnesota Constitution has contained provisions prohibiting
special legislation dealing with local zovernments, The division of cities into
four classes and the adoption of laws relating to a single class of such cities
were vermitted by the home rule amendment of 1896, but otherwise the legisglature
may not pass special laws, It may, however, adopt laws which are general in
form but special in application, if the criteria used for clasgifying the local
units to which each law applies are germane to the purpose of the laws The legis-
lature has therefore adonted the practice of classifying local units according
to assessed valuation, population and area, or other criteria, on the assumption
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that laws thus passed are constitutional. Actually many laws adopted each

session violate the special legislation prohibition of the constitution and.

would be declared invalid if there were enough interest in them to warrant a
court test.

In the years immediately prior to the adoption of the 1892 amendment the
legislature passed so many special laws each session that publication of a
separate volume of special laws was required in addition to & gomewvhat smaller
volume of gencral laws, The practice of adopting laws which are general in
form but special in application has grown in recent years so that if all of
these laws were put together, a small volume would now be requited for the
sesslon's output, By quick actual count, the special laws enacted at the 1953
session alone totaled at least 207: 87 for counties, 91 for cities and villages,
12 for towns, and 17 for school districts., In 1955 the number of special laws
for cities and villages grew to about 100 and this fizure was increased at the
last session to approximately 150, In general, there has been an increase from
session to session in the total number of special laws,

Among the objections to the present system are the following:

1. Reliance upon the legislature for special acts weakens local government
and tends towerd the eventual destruction of home rTule.

. 2. The passage of special lows is time-~consuming for the legislature.
The limited time of the session could more profitably be spent in the considers-
tion of general legislative policy.

3. There is an increasing tendency toward putting laws in special form in
order to avoid the difficulty of selling the legislature on & goneral policy:
yet in many cases, what is considered desirable for a gsingle unit would be
obviously good practice as a general law. Conversely, whet would not be adopted
as & general policy because unsound is countenanced when limited in its appli-
cation to a elngle political subdivision,

4, General legislative déliberation on special bills is almost lacking in
most cases. If a bill is agreeable to the legislators from the district affected
and has been approved by the governing body of the local government unit con—
cerned, the bill is generzlly not ovvosed by other leglslators, because they are
not directly concerned,

5+ Under the present practice special legislation is necessarily go ob-
scurely digested that it is almost impossible to find if one does not know of
its existence, Because the name of the unit does not appear and because special
laws are omitted from the revisor's compilations of the statutes, a search for
one is often like looking for a needle in a haystack:s This situation will become
worse and worse as time goes on and eventually will become intolerable,

6, TFurthermore, the application of laws, intended %o be local changes with
changes in valuation and population, A number of laws are made necessary every
~ session merely to correct past classificationsy others are not corrected but

are used as if they still applied, ;
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Special Lezislation under the Proposed Constitutionsl Amendment

Under the proposed amendment, the adoption of a special lew (defined to
include any law applying to a single unit of government or to & group of such
units in a single county or in a number of contiguous counties) would be subject
to three restrictions:

(1) The law must neme the local government to which it spplies. The
present system of concealed identification could be expected to bo eliminated
after adovtion of the amendment since no purpose would be served by continuing
this subterfuge,

(2) Except in instances gspecified by general law, a special law could not
become effective without the approval of the local unit, This approval would be
given either by the voters or by the local governing body as the legislature may
direct. The legislature may also specify the majority required for this approval,
If it finds that there are certain situations such as emergencies, where a special
law should go into effect without local approval, i% must. provide for this as a
metier of general policy, i.e., by general law; it may not dispense with this
requirement in & particular case by a provision in the special law alone,

While it is customary now to require a resolution from the local governing
body before the appropriate committee of the legislature takes azction on a local
bill, this is by no means an invarieble rule. Furthermore, local approval pre-
cedes rather than follows adoption and does not necessarily relate to the form
of the law as finally adopted. In implementing the reguirement for local
approval, the legislature misht provide for public hearings after published notice
and it might otherwise regulate the procedure for expressing local consent.

(3) & special law could be modified or superseded by a subsequently
adopted charter or amendment, Thus, a new charter might rid a city of accumulated
special laws which now seriously restrict the scope of effective charter actiony
and voters would have a direct remedy (by petitioning for a charter amendment)
if a special law were wnaccentable to them, Thus while the amendment would make
special legislation for a local unit legelly possible, the governing body and
the people would have the means to prevent it.

If adopted, the amendment thus will end the subterfuges of present practice,
will permit the legislature to pass & special law frankly and openly, but will
provide an opportunity for local government action either to prevent a special
law from going into effect or to repeal it through the home rule process or
otherwise, Thue, use of the home rule charter method would be thereby encouraged,

The amendment gspecifically continues Article 4, Section 33, in its appli~
cation to special laws which do not relate to local government,

FOME RULE CHARTERS

Pregent Provisions

Article 4, Section 36 of the present constitution, adopted in 1896, permits
any city or village to adopt a home rule charter for its government as a clty
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consistont with the laws of the state. About 85 cities now operate under home
rule cherters, There is no similar rizht for counties.

Weaknesses of Present System

Partly because the present amendment is so detalled - it is the longest
single section in the constitution — the existing provision has a number of ad-
mitted defects and a number of other featurss which are considered by many
observers to be wesknesses. Among them are the followings

, 1. The unrepresentative character of charter commissions., Minnesote

charter commissions are chosen &y the judges of the district court and are not in
any strict sense responsibie to lhe electoratss In every other home rule state
charter commissions are elected by the voters.

2, Anomslous distinchions hetween procedure on origiral cherter submigsion
and on amendments. The present constiftution permits the suhmigsion of an
original charter without auy pubrication and authorizes its appreval by & &/7
vote of those voting at the elecvion; amendments are authorized upen a 3/5 vote
but must be published for four consecuiive wecks in a local newspaper.

3, The severity of vote recuirements, The vote requirements are higher
then in any other state in the covatry; all others permit adopticn by & bare
majority of those voting on the question or ab the #lection. The oresent rules
have unguestionably encouraged the use of special logisletion, especially in
the larger cities where ihs €% vote is very burdeasome and difficult to secure,
Furthermore, the constitutlion reguires that the vote be caleculated on the basls
of those who vote at the electicn. A four-to-threce Supreme Oourt decisilon has
eased this requirement in the case of state elections by declaring that a speclal
election held at the same time is a seporate election; but this rule ig of
doubtful spnlication o submissions at Yhe sanze time as nunicipai elections and
hangs by a slender thread even in other cases. '

a charter be submitted by the charter commiss:
This ‘is unduly restrictive and unnecessary and is, out of necessity, generally
ismored., There is no similar requirement applying to charter revisions.

L, Submission of charter within r Mo
£

5, Rigidity of vrovision requiring charter to so into effect 30 days after
election. Sometimes charter commissions wish to defer part of the chaiter in
order to round out existing terms or for some other reason. There is no reason
for a constitutional rule on this point.

6, Expense of recording charter in full in county register of deeds
office., This requirement of the vpresent constitution means that the charter
must be copied by the register of deedss This is 2loarly non-~constitutional
metorigal and should preferably be left to statute.

9, Lack of power to abandon or adopt second charter, Under present cone
stitutional provisions adoption of a home rule charter is irrevoceble. A city
can never do anything to the charter thereafter except %o amend 1t,
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Recognizing that under Minnesota doctrine, the legislature is supreme
and may override the provisions of home rule charters, the nroposed amendment
merely guarantees the basic right to frame home rule charters in accordance
with law and leaves details for subsequent legislation, even on such matters
as the question of majorities required for adoption. The legislature may
thus take account of experience and change the law to meet changing needs,
The bill would also permit abandonment of & charter and the return to orzaniza-
tion under legislative enabling act. Thus the constitutional amendment would
eliminate all of the above-mentioned claimed defects of the present system or
would permit their elimination by legislative act. TFurthermore, it would
authorize the leglelature to provide for county home rule, the need for which
is made apparent by the profusion of present special laws for counties. As &
matter of fact, the legislature might, under the amendment, provide for home
rule for other units of government if this were found desirable, The county
home rule provision would be mede more flexible by repealing the vpresent con~
gtitutional provision under which it is usually thought that all principal
county officers must be elected.

The basic requirements of the home rule charter privilege provided in the
proposed amendment are these:

1. The charter must provide for the government of the local government
unit in accordance with the constitution and the laws,

2y A%t least a majority vote is required for popular approval of a charter.

3¢ The right of amendment throﬁgh charter commission action or through
petition of the voters is guaranteed.

4, The home rule power is continuousj furthermore, a charter may be
abandoned.,

Everything else is left to the legislature, including the adoption of an
additional amending procedure. This would pernit experimentation with some
system like that of New York under which emendments on specified minor matters
could be made by the local governing body after notice and hearing, perhaps
gubject to the right of referendum on petition., This authority might thus
provide a practical method of eliminating some present charters of excessive
detail and thus avoid any need for going §o the legislature to accomplish this
objective,




Proposed Provision

The amendment eliminates the present vprovision but recognizes the possie-
bility of consolidation or separation of 2 city and county (without constitue
tional limit on population) by home rule charter action. Here, to safeguard
interests of the affected units, the proposed amendment requires approval of
the voters both in the city and in the remainder of the county, The leglae
lature would fix the majority required. L

Under tho amendment the legislature might also provide for county and city
consolidation or separation by generel or special law, However, the amendment
continues the existing provision that no county seat may be transferred or
county boundaries changed until approved by a majority of the voters of each
affected county voting on the proposal,

The proposal is thus more flexible than the present constitution, particu~
larly in making possible under legislative authority the use of the home rule
charter method of accomplishing partial or complete city-county separation or
consolidation,

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

The provision of the proposed amendment authorizing the legislature to
provide for creation, organization, administration, consolidetion, division,
and dissolution of local government units and their functions, for change of -
boundaries and transfer of county seats merely states what the legislature could
do anyway., The existing provision that counties and townships have such powers
of local taxation es may be prescribed by law hes been dropped: it is unneces~
sary and draws a confusing distinction between these subdivisions and other
types of local government units,

SOME GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS

In submitting the amendment, the legislature recognizes, as did the League
of Minnesota Municipalities in sponsoring the proposal on which it is based,
that the present system needs a complete overhauling, The minor changes that
might be made in the existing home rule and special legislation provisions by
more specific amendments are completely inadequate to do the job, The details
in the present home rule charter provision are so extensive that nothing short

of a major revis ! " 3 1 g alendmen g
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PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT

(Laws 1957, Ch. 809 =~ H.F, 1031)

AN ACT PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF MINNESOTA
RELATING TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND REVISING AND CONSOLIDATING THE
PROVISIONS THEREFOR; AMENDING ARTICLE XI AND ARTICLE IV, SECTION
33, AND REPEALING ARTICLE IV, SECTION 36.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:
Section 1, An amendment of the Constitution of the State of Minnesota
revising and consolidating the provisions relating to local government is proposed

to the people of the state for their approval or rejection, which, if adopted,

amends Article XI, amends Article IV, Section 33, to remove inconsistent provisions,

and repeals Article IV, Section 36. The proposed amendment revises Article XI and

Article IV, Section 33, to read as follows:

ARTICLE XI

Section 1. The legislature may provide by law for the creation, organization,
administration, consolidation, division, and dissolution of local government units
and their functions, for the change of boundaries thereof, for their officers,
including qualifications for office, both elective and appointive, and for the
transfer of county seats. HNo county boundary shall be changed or county seat
transferred until approved by a majority of the voters of each county affected
voting thereon,

Sec. 2. Every law which upon its effective date applies to a single local
government unit or to a group of such units in a single county or a number of
contiguous counties is a special law and shall name the unit or, in the latter

case, the counties to which it applies. The legislature may enact special laws
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relating to local government units, but a special law, unless otherwise provided by
general law, shall become effective only after its approval by the affected unit
expressed through the voters or the governing body and by such majority as the legis~
lature may direct., Any special law may be modified or superseded by a later home rule
charter or amendment applicable to the same local government unit, but this does not
prevent the adoption of subsequent laws on the same subject.

Sec. 3. Any city or village, and any county or other local government unit when
authorized by law, may adopt a home rule charter for its government in accordance
with this constitution and the laws. No such charter shall become effective without
the approval of the voters of the local government unit affected by such majority as
the legislature may prescribe by general law. If a charter provides for the consoli-
dation or separation of a city and a county, in whole or in part, it shall not be
effective without approval of the voters both in the city and in the remainder of the
county by the majority required by law.

Secs 4« The legislature shall provide by law for charter commissions. Notwith-
standing any other constitutional limitations, the legislature may require that
commission members shall be freeholders, provide for their appointment by judges of
the district court, and permit any member to hold any other elective or appointive
office other than judicial., Home rule charter amendments may be proposed by a
charter commission or by a petition of five percent of the voters of the local
government unit as detérmined by law and shall not become effective until approved
by the voters by the majority required by law., Amendments may be proposed and adopted
in any other manner provided by law. A local government unit may repeal its home rule
charter and adopt a statutory form of government or a new charter upon the same
majority vote as is required by law for the adoption of a charter in the first
instance.

Sec. 5., Existing laws and charters, valid when adopted, shall continue in

effect until amended or repealed in accordance with this article,
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ARTICLE IV

Secs 33+ In all cases when a general law can be made applicable, no special
law shall be enacted, except as provided in Article XI: and whether a general law
could have been made applicable in any case is hereby declared a Jjudicial question,
and as such shall be judicially determined without regard to any legislative
assertion on that subject. The legislature shall pass no local or special law
authorizing the laying out, opening, altering, vacating or maintaining roads,
highways, streets or alleys; remitting fines, penalties or forfeitures; changing
the names of persons, places, lakes or rivers: authorizing the adoption or legiti-
mation of children; changing the law of descent or succession: conferring rights
upon minors; declaring any named person of age; giving effect to informal or invalid
wills or deeds, or affecting the estates of minors or persons under disability;
exempting property from taxation or regulating the rate of interest on money ;
creating private corporations, or amending, renewing, extending or explaining the
charters thersofj granting to any private corporation, association, or individual
any special or exclusive privilege, immunity or franchise whatever or authorizing
public taxation for a private purpose, The inhibitions of local or special laws in
this section shall not be construed to prevent the passage of general laws on any
of the subjects enumerated.

The legislature may repeal any existing special or local law, but shall not
amend, extend or modify any of the same except as provided in Article XI,

Sec. 36. This section is repealed,

Sec, 2. The proposed amendment shall be submitted to the voters of the state

for their approval or rejection, Notwithstanding Minnesota Statutes 1953, Section
3421, the attorney general shall omit from the statement of purpose and effect the

text of the existing sections of the constitution proposed to be amended, repealed,
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or superseded by the proposed amendment, The question shall be stated on the ballot

as follows: 1™Shall the constitution of Minnesota be amended by revising and

consolidating the provisions on local government, regulating the passage of special

laws relating thereto, and providing for the adoption and amendment of home rule
charters by cities and villages and by other local government units when authorized
by law? Yes

No i

A b

Approved April 27, 1957.




League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 15th & Washington S.E., Minneapolis 14, Minn.
March 1958 030958D

Attention: Local Leagues
Re: DProposed amendment #3

The State Board has voted to reconsider the League's action on smendments
1,2 & 3; that we support 1 and 2, but that we neéither support or oppose Amendment
#3% - the Elective Office Amendment. The Board decided, after full discussion, that
the implications of the last phrase of the bill, "....provided, however, that nothing
herein contained shall preclude any senator or representative from serving as
attorney for any school district or political subdivision of the state except that
he shall not serve as a county attorney.", made the amendment one which does not
satisfy League standards.

This action was taken after study and consultation with political scientists
and others interested in state government, most of whom felt that the improvement
made by the first section outweighed the possible disadvantages of the second.
However, the State Board feels that the disadvantages of the second section (the
lawyer-legislator rider) create new problems not now in the constitution. There-
fore, despite the advantages of the first section in removing unnecessary restric-
tions on holding office, the Board felt that the League of Women Voters should not
support amendment #3. We will supply the public with information, as set forth in
the accompanying material,




* League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 15th & Washington S, E., Minneapolis 1L, Minn,
March 1958 0308581 - 10¢

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
TO BE VOTED ON NOVEMBER 1958

AMENDMENT # 1 - Home Rule Amendment

Amendment #1 proposes changes in the state constitution relating to local government,
It amends Article XI, amends Article IV Sec. 33, and repeals Article IV Sec. 36,

The present constitutional provisions on local government are:

Article IV, Sec., 33 - "Against Special Legislation,"

Article IV, Sec. 36 - "City or village may frame its charter; submitted to the
voters; cities classified," (This section is restrictive and confusing., For
example, the voting requirements on adopting a charter are L/7 (57%), and to
amend, 3/5 (60%)., There is no provision for repealing a charter once adopted.)

Article XI, ~ "Counties and Townships". (These sections contain provisions for
county and township organization, election of officers, powers of taxation -
all through legislative enactment,)

The proposed amendment contains the following provisions:

Article IV, Sec, 33 = "In all cases when a general law can be made applicable,
no special law shall be enacted, except as provided in Article XI," This
section retains the constitutional restrictions on special legislation,
except as relating to local government,

Article IV, Sec. 36 - Repealed

Article XI,- Completely new article on local government
Section 1, "The legislature may provide by law for the creation, organization,

administration, consolidation, division, and dissolution of local
government units and their functions, for the change of boundaries
thereof, for their officers,including qualifications for office, both
elective and appointive, and for the transfer of county seats. No
county boundary shall be changed.... until approved by a majority

of the voters of each county voting thereon,"

Section 2, This section enables the legislature to enact special laws relating
to a local government, but it must name the unit involved, and it
cannot become effective until voted approval by the local government
unit (either voters or governing body), unless otherwise provided by
general law, A charter or charter amendment can overrule a special
law if it is adopted after the law is passed.

Section 3. "Any city or village, and any county or other local government
unit when authorized by law, may adopt a home rule charter for its
government in accordance with this constitution and the laws. No
such charter shall become effective without the approval of the voters
of the local government unit affected by such majority as the legis-
lature may prescribe by law, If a charter provides for the consolida-
tion or separation of a city and a county, in whole or in part, it
shall not be effective without approval of the voters both in the city
and in the remainder of the county by the majority required by law."

Section L, This section provides for charter commissions, allows for repeal
or amending of home rule charters, and allows the legislature to
determine the voting requirements on adopting and amending.

Section 5, Existing laws and charters shall continue in effect until amended
or repealed,

Basically, Amendment #1 deals with 1) special legislation, 2) home rule charters, and
3) authorization of county home rule, The following questions and answers are de-
signed to point out the changes the amendment would bring, what their effect would
be, and controversiasl aspects of the amendment,




Opecial Iegislation

What is special legislation? What is a special law?
A special law is any law applying to a single unit of government or to a group
of such units in a single county or in a number of contiguous counties,

What does our constitution now say about special legislation?

Since 1892 the Minnesota Constitution has contained provisions prohibiting special
legislation dealing with local governments, Yet every year hundreds of bills
are passed which are special in nature, This is done by the device of '"class-
ification," An amendment in 1896 allowed for the division of cities into four
classes and the adoption of laws relating to a special class, A city, town,
or village cannot be named in the legislation. For example, a bill can be
drawn for Minneapolis alone by limiting its application to cities of over
450,000 population,

What are some of the disadvantages of the present practice?

1, Reliance on the legislature for special acts tends to weaken local government
and destroy the effectiveness of home rule.

2. Special laws require valuable legislative time better spent on general policy.
In the 1957 session alone, approximately 259 special bills were passed -
27% of total bills passed,

3. General legislative deliberation on special bills is almost totally lacking,

L, Many laws are put in special form in order to avoid the difficulty of selling
the legislature on general policy, whereas the law might be desirable as a
genersal law,

5. Special legislation is so obscure that it is almost impossible to find if one
does not know of its existence,

What will the proposed amendment accomplish?

1, The special law will have to name the local government unit to which it applies,
2, A special law cannot become effective without the approval of the local unit,

3« A special law could be modified or superceded by a subsequently adopted charter

or charter amendment. Thus a new charter might enable a city to rid itself
of accumulated special laws.

Home Rule

What is home rule?
Home rule is the power given by the constitution to communities to determine

their own form of government, The home rule power is used by a community when
it drafts, and its voters adopt, a home rule charter,

How many Minnesota communities have used their home rule privilege?
Of 153 villages and cities in Minnesota, 86 have home rule charters, When a

a village adopts a home rule charter, it automatically becomes classified as
a city regardless of size,

How are the communities governed which do not have home rule charters?

Either by special laws passed by the state legislature to apply to a particular
community or under a general law permitting villages to choose certain optional
plans of government set forth in the laws,
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Home Rule (cont)

What is an advantage and disadvantage of adopting home rule charters?

The people in a community know their own local needs and local government prob-
lems better than a distant legislature composed of persons residing in other
cities, so a home rule charter can be tailored to the cityls needs.

However, chenges in a charter may be more difficult to get because of the 60%
vote requirement as against getting a law passed,

What is an advantage and disadvantage of communities being governed by general
or special laws passed by the state legislature?

1, Changes in the local government provisions may be easier to get from the

legislature, but laws applying to a particular community may be passed with-
out obtaining its consent.

2, Communities may change from one form of government to another within the
optional plans set up by the legislature,

How will Amendment #1 change things for cities and villages?

1o It will permit the legislature to make it easier for communities to adopt
home rule charters by lowering the voting requirements from the present L/7.

2, It will permit the legislature to lower the voting requirements for amending
home rule charters,

3+ It provides that a local government unit may repeal a home rule charter and
adopt a new one, or a statutory form of government,

L, It provides that a charter amendment overrules a special law if it is adopted
after the law is passed,

If home rule means "self-government," then why do we need special laws at all?

Quotation from William Anderson, "Municipal Home Rule in Minnesota': "Under the
American system of government, each state has complete power to govern the people
within its boundaries in every respect not forbidden by the federal constitution,
The legislature of the state is supposed, therefore, to have all the powers of
government not denied to it, Hence its power extends to municipal affairs of
all kinds as well as to state affairs,,,When kept within proper limits local
self-government is an excellent thing, but when it is carried to a point where
the city causes injury to the state as a whole, the superior interests of the
people of the state must prevail over those of the people in the city, just
as national must prevail over state interests,!

venator Rosenmeier points out also that special laws are sometimes necessary
to take care of emergencies which arise requiring quick action. The process of

having citizens vote on every piece of legislation is cumbersome and almost
impossible to achdeve.

Q - How does the Home Rule Amendment measure up to League standards and where does
it fall short?

A - The League supported the 1955 bill which was endorsed by the League of Minnesfta
Municipalities and which was probably more closely allied to Minnesota anstl-
tutional Commission recommendstions. The 1955 bill incorporated e{erytplng
into an Article XI, was in simple language, and was clear as to @siinltlons and
provisions. In the 1957 bill you will note that the voting requlrewents on
Home Rule Charters are left up to the legislature to implement. This fol}ows
the sound practice of writing basic policy into the constitution and leaving
the details to tae legislature. Amendment #1 is still, in substance and under-
lying philosophy, the result of the MCC report of 1948.
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Q - Is the Home Rule Amendment an attempt to annex the suburbs into one large city
or county? (Refer to Article XI, Sec. 3)

A = No, It is an effort to improve the effectiveness of local government by
1) bringing special legislation into the open and requiring local approval, and
2) at the same time making possible legislation facilitating the use of home
rule charter privileges. The amendment does recognize the possibility that
city-county consolidation or separation may be accomplished through a home rule
charter. (This is impossible now because there is no provision in the consti-
tution for county home rule charters.) However, before this can be done, a
legislative enabling act would have to be passed,; and then voter approval
secured by separate majorities in both the central city and in the rest of
the county.

Q - Does Amendment #l extend the legislative power to abolish local communities with-
out their consent? (Refer to Article XI, Sec. 1)

A - No, the wording of Section 1 does not grant to the legislature power that it
lacks now. Under the present constitutional provision, the legislature may
provide for the abolition of local units and for consolidation in any manner
it sees fit, using the classification device. Under the proposed amendment,
any similar law would require the approval of the voters or the governing body
of the local government affected, unless a general law dispensed with the need
for approval.

Authorization for County Home Rule

How will Amendment # 1 affect counties?

Amendment #1 makes it possible for the legislature to authorize counties to
adopt home rule charters if a different form of government is wanted by the
county. The increasing complexity of county services, particularly in
metropolitan areas, makes this possibility of interest. Other states have

had county home rule for many years.

Is county home rule necessary?

The ansver is indicated in the number of special laws which are passed for
counties in each session. In the 1957,session, of the 259 special laws passed,
105 were for counties. County home rule, as provided for in this amendment,
could provide more flexibility or allow reorganization of county government.
Also the legislature could provide for optional forms of county government
such as are now available for towns and villages.,

Conclusion on Amendment #1

We should like to quote Mr. Orville Peterson, attorney for the League of Minnesota
Municipalities, and authority of many years! standing in the field of local govern-
ment :

"I think no one who had a part in the legislative work of Amendment # 1 would
argue that it provided a perfect solution to the constitutional problems of
state~local government relations. The amendment is a product of long deliber—
ation and compromise. The choice;is, thereford, not between the proposed
amendment and a "perfect amendment," whatever that might be, but between
Amendment #1 and the present comstitution. I do not think that in the fore-
seeable future we can expect the legislature to submit an amendment on local
government which goes farther in the direction of legislative restrictions or
the broadening of local autonomy. Particularly when this setting is appreciated
I think the proposed emendment should be supported as providing a much sounder
constitutional framework than we now have,"
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This amendment would lengthen the term of office for the governor, lieutenant
governor, state treasurer, attorney general, and secretary of state from two to
four years, starting with the election of 1962, As you know, the Four Year Term
was specifically listed in the League's Current Agenda in 1955 and is now a Contin-
uing Responsibility. For more detailed reasons why we support this amendment,
please refer to The State You're In, Chapter IV, section on Tenure. The state
auditor continues to have a four year term under this amendment.

AMENDMENT #3% - Elective office Amendment

Q -~ What does Amendment #3 accomplish?

A - 1. It amends Article IV, Sec. 9 to grant a state senator or representative the
right to run for another elective office while a member of the legislature,
even if the position was created, or the salary for the position was increased,
by the legislature of which he is a member; providing that if elected, he
resigns his legislative post. This was previously forbidden under Article
IV, Sec. 9|

2. He may hold no non-elective office other than Notary Public or postmaster.
5. It also permits a legislator to serve as an attorney for a city, village, or
school district while serving in the legislature. He cannot serve as a

county attorney.

@ = What are the advantages of this amendment?

A - Our present Article IV. Sec. 9 is unnecessarily restrictive. Many good men
have been prevented from running for another office because of this section.

Q = What are the disadvantages of this amendment?

A - There has been some debate on the advisability of allowing a legislator to serve
as a city, village, or school district attorney. Actually it is fairly common
now, even though forbidden in the constitution. Many feel that this is a good
thing and this is why:

l. It is a good thing to have lawyer-legislators and they need practical exper-
ience while serving in the legislature.

2. Since many legislators now serve in these capacities, it should be made
consistent with present practice and be made allowable under the consti-
tution,

3+ The advantages of the first part of this amendment (allowing him to run
for another office) outweigh the disadvantages of the last part; therefore
it should be supported.

Many feel that this is a bad thing because:

1, A legislator cannot possibly escape having a conflict of interests if he is
an attorney for a village, city, or school district while also a legislata.

2. A legiglator might be able to exert undue influence on s local government
to retain him as village attorney.

3. A lawyer is bound by a code of ethics and he should not be representing
two sides at once.

4. This amendment is an attempt to legalize an existing practice not
necessarily good.

It is because of these last four considerations that the League of
Women Voters will not actively support Amendment #3 and will merely
inform the public.
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TO: Local League Presidents
RE:  Amendments
FROM: Mrs. Kenneth Green, Constitutional Revision Chairman

The lLeague of Women Voters is announcing its support of the Home Rule Amendment
and the Longer Term Amendment through a letter to the editors of the twin city
newspapers this week. It would be helpful if at this time all league presidents
would write informative letters in the name of the League to their local papers
supporting these amendments, using as a basis the new material sent out in the
March president's mailing and presented at the Area Conferences. As you know,
these two items were on the Current Agenda in 1955 and are now listed as Contin-
uing Responsibilities. Here is a chance for us to start some action which may
lead to success for two of the League's state program items and shorten that long
list of CRts !

In addition, it would be helpful if you would:

1, Clip and send to the state office any news articles or editorials on the
amendments from your local papers so we will be informed on editorial
feeling around the state,

Bring your membership up to date on Home Rule and the longer term, using
the new material and The State You're In, so that an informed effort may
be made in the fall to acquaint the public with these amendment s,

Encourage members of your Board or League to work in your area with the
state-wide "Information Committee on Amendments 1,2, & 3," on which the

LWV is represented. (Refer to a notice in the February president!'s mailing.)
Enclosed is a pamphlet already put out by the Committee which we hope can

be used by Voters Service in ths fall,

To help you further, we have planned a briefing session to clear up any
confusion about the amendments and give you a chance to ask questions.

When: Tuesday, May 6, 10300 to 12:00
Where: Coffman Memorial Union, University of Minnesota - Room 320

We will have Senator Donald Fraser (co-author of the Home rule amendment ),
Orville Peterson, and possibly other experts there to answer any questions you
may have. You may send as many people as you like to this meeting, including
the President, Board members and unit members. We would like an estimation of
the number coming from your League by May 1, so we can plan for adequate space.

We realize this meeting will probably apply mainly to Leagues cloge to Minneapolis
and St. Paul, but we hope that people from all Leagues will be able to attend.

If you can't make it, and do have questions, send them to the state office and
we'll do our best to help you. Parking facilities are available at the ramp at
the corner of Washington and Union Avenues.
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VOTERS SERVICE SHEET ON AMENDMENTS

The League of Women Voters has a traditional duty of service to the voters, namely,
getting factual, unbiased information to citizens on all the amendments to the
Constitution that are submitted to the people. The Voters Service Sheet used in
conjunction with the broadside Constitutional Amendments in Brief will give you
some help in this activity.

BULLETIN Send the single sheet on the
amendments to all of your mem~
bers with the next issue of
the bulletin,

Have a box of questions and
answers on the amendments in
the bulletin.

Urge your members to share
the information sheet with
neighbors.

VOTER!S SERVICE The material is inexpensive
80 you could afford to include
it with the candidates informe
ation material you prepare
for the public.
Have a stack eavailable for the
taking at candidates meetinge
this fall,

Send this sheet to your con-
tributors as part of a pro=-

gram to keep them informed

of what the League is doing in
the community. This is a good
thing to hand to everyone your
solicitors contact on your fine
ance drive if it comes this fall,

PUBLIC RELATIONS Take 2 copy with you when you
drop in on your editor next
time. Be sure and let him
know that the League has more
detailed material avallable
if he wapts it.

This would meke a good givee
away to hand out if you are
going to have a county fair
booth.

Just before election, ask
your druggiet or banker if
you can leave a stack in a
handy spot for people to

see and take.
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X0/21/58;

T0:

M

C

M FROM:
O

SUBJECT s Amendment # 1
Attached post card (same as) £sent to the following Leagues:

Alexandria, Anoka, Austin, Brainerd, Rochester, ! 1 Moorhead,
New Ulm, Owatonna, Bemidji, Hutchinson, Duluth, Hibbing, Virginia, Worthington,
St. Clous.




P.S. to the President's Letter 10/21/58
"RIGHT NOW i# there is something you can do to help the
campaign for Amendment #l. The Information Committee
on Amendments has sent a request to radio stations all
over the state asking for public service spot announce-

ments urging citizens to "inform themselves and vote™
on the constitutional amendments. If you, as Local
league President, would follow up this request by
personal contact with your station, there is a greater
chance that they will use these spots, which are vitall
needed to call the attention of the voters to the
amendments, Hope you will help.

Mrs. Kenneth Green




QOctober 28,

formgtion #1 Comittee
601 Syndicate Bldg.

Mimmeapolis 2, Minnesota

Enclossed are the 1i

4 LB08 1

g

for the Minneapolis and 8t. Paul
papers of names supporiting Amsndment #1.
chec

Also eaclosed are
| TRt w
K8 85 10.L1l0WS:

leagus of Women Voters in the amount of
$17%.

outt to the Coomittee

Or

00 and individual checks in the amount of $14.00 made
Qrl '30

23 5+b 2
Lblld

onal Amendmmts,
Sincerely yours,

Mrs, Kenneth Green

league of Women Voters of Minnesota




CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS IN BRIEF-
to be voted on November 4, 1958

umendment 7o. I—Home Rule Amendment

— a complete rewriting of all sections of the Constitution relating to local government.
— main provisions deal with —
1. SPECIAL LEGISLATION. The amendment provides that a proposed law pertaining to a unit of
local government:
must name the villages, towns, cities, or counties involved;

may apply only to one town, city or other local government unit, or a group of such units within
a county or adjacent counties; anything else must be general legislation;

® needs local voter or governing body approval before going into effect;
may pass without local approval only if previous general law allows;
may be overruled by home rule charters or charter amendments adopted after the special law is
passed.
2. HOME RULE CHARTERS FOR MUNICIPALITIES. The amendment permits:

e legislation which authorizes local government units to adopt home rule charters (cities and villages
already have the power to adopt);

® laws to provide for charter commissions, methods of amending charters, and set vote requirements
for local voter approval of amendments;

® repeal of a home rule charter, paving the way for adoption of a new charter or selection of a statu-
tory form of government.
3. COUNTY GOVERNMENT. The amendment provides that:
® home rule charters for county governments may be adopted in the same manner as for munici-
palities;
® in cases of city-county consolidation or separation by a home rule charter, there must be separate
votes of approval in each city and in the remainder of the county;
® county boundary changes or county seat transfers require a majority vote of approval in each county
affected.
4. "Existing laws and charters, valid when adopted, shall continue in effect until
amended or repealed in accordance with this article.”

Smendment Vo. E— Four Year Term Amendment

— would increase the terms of governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, treasurer and attorney
general, from two to four years (auditor is now a four-year office), starting with the election of 1962.

Bumendment Po. 5—Elective Office Amendment

— would permit a legislator to run for another elective office while a member of the legislature (if elected,
he must resign his legislative post);

— would permit a legislator to serve as school district or local government attorney, but not as county at-
torney.

Prepared as a service to the voters by the

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA, 15th and Washington Avenues S.E., Minneapolis

Price per 100 — 50 cents 070158-50M
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Tos Local lLeague Presidents
From: Mrs. Kenneth Green, Constitutional Revision Chairmen
Subject: Amendments to be Voted on, November, 1958

Many local Leagues have asked what our stand is going to be on the three
amendments to the State Comstitution to be presented to the voters in November
of 1958, At its October meeting, the state Board decided that the League of
Women Voters of Minnesota could and would support all three amendments.

Amendment Yo, 1 would change sections of the Constitution having to do
with home rule: generally, recognizing special legislation as lawful, broad-
ening provisions for home rule charters, and providing for city-county
organization and consolidation.

Amendment No. 2 would lengthen the terms of governor and lieutenant-
governor and other constitutional officers from two to four years, beginning
in 19620

Amendment No. 3 would allow & state senator or representative to rum
for another elective office without resigning his present office.

Detailed information on all these amendments and on their support by
the League will be coming to you early in 1958.

Numbers 1 and 2 - Home Rule and the Four Year Term - were specifically
listed in the Current Agends adopted in 1955 and are now found under our
first Continuing Responsibility. How close the Home Rule Amendment comes
to the league ideal and where it fails will be seen in the detailed information
you will get later. It is a good example of the kind of compromise reality
sometimes demands of us. The lengthening of the terms of the top executive
offices is exactly as the League hoped.

Number 3 - the Elective Office Amendment - may also be an example for
the Leazue. When a Constitutional Convention does meet in Minnesota, it
will of course consider the total Constitution, not just those parts of it
in which the League of 'omen Voters has chosen to have specific interest.
The League will be faced with many decisions as to what it can support and
by what authority, in any revised constitution. In the case of the Elective
Office Amendment, authority rests on our wish to remove obsolete provisions
and unnecessarily restrictive clauses.

In the ten years since constitutional revision has been on our program,
we have placed ourselves on record many times to "remove dead wood," "clarify
the intent and simplify the language," "update to meet today's needs,"
Ygliminate statutory detail," "consolidate subject matter,!" "bring more
economy to state government," "increase efficiency in operation," and so on.
These and other general objectives may all be considered authority for
supporting or opposing whatever the Constitutional Convention may do. Our
backing of the Elective Office Amendment is of this type of authority.
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DATE: Derothy Anderson, Anne Green
TO: Foberta

FROM: Amendments

SUBJHEE 8300 this morning I received a phome call from Mr. Friedman saying he'd
picked up one of ourAmendment flyers at the DFL booth at the State Fair. Was there
going to be any more publicity on it - he'd evidently seen nothing in the St. Paul
papers. He would be glad to publish anything we'd like to send him as he was very
interested in the amendments. He is evidently the owner of the paper -

St. Paul Jewish News

2196 Hartford Avenue

Ste Paul 16, Minnesota

The editor is there all day and may be reached by calling Mi. 8-=-6651 or

Mr, Friedman may be reached after f 4 o%clock by calling Ca. f5-860l. The paper
is published every two weeks and reaches about 14,000 Jews. He also enquired about
paid advertising and I explained that we didn't have the money for such things.

Instructions, please.




TO: 1, J. Plotnik, S 'LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
Faribault Publis Sehools, Faribault, Mima. 15th and WASHINGTON AVES. S.E.
FROM: Grace Wilson, Seoretary MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA

SUBJECT Constitutional Amendment re DATE
ineressing lggislative term for Minn,
legiscddiure,

yeers NOve
s amendw
the facts

nents would provide, and some mime aph aberial ziving

theuy bt thai
"The State You're need for
e Bul whether this amendment is a goed way to
provide for LI dgon ¢
sak for anv fubrther miterisl on current governm
uplicationg nmentioned in calLs 1 0gs -:‘;-'L-. new 1|}|'|-| aat T
”r'b MissinKe Link in Miunesota Govermment -~ a stu .'01
and "Sehool Election Laws™ (2.55;;, are excellent and timely.

gl 88

Don't overlook "You Are the Covermment" a handbook on Minnesota Governmente




TO: Lo J. Plotnik, Soc.Studies Instr, LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
Faribault Publie Schooley Faribault, Minn, 15th and WASHINGTON AVES. S.E.
FROM:  Grace Wilson, Secretary MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA

SUBJECT Gonstitutional Amendment re DATE  11/24/59
inereasing lggislative term for Minn,

&
= e i g

Enelosed is a typewritten, carbon copi of amendments to be submitted to voters Nov.
1960, The one you refer to is on page 3. We have no more material on these amend-
ments at this times Nexi spring or summer; we will have broadsides on the faots
about what these amendments would provide, and some mimeocgraphed magerial giving
further information on themy bit that material is not ready yet.

There is some reference in "The State You're In" (sae enclosed catalog) to need for
longer, or more frequent sessions, But whether this amendment is a good way to
provide for more time to deliberate, I don t knowessses

You ask for any fupther material on eurrent governmental issues....Besides the pb
publications mentioned in catalogs, the new publications put out by our office,

“The Missinkg Link in Minnesota Govermment -~ & study of Party Designation™ (45¢)
and "School Election laws" (35¢), are excellent and timely.

Don't overlook "You Are the Goverrment" a handbook on Mimnesota Govermment.
-]




FARIBAULT PUBLIC SCHOOLS

FARIBAULT, MINNESOTA

C. WiLLarp Cross Sverrin H. MaoNUSsON
Director of Elementary Education

Superintendent of Schools
AaNes L. McCartHY

Curriculum Director of Secondary Schools

Howarp E. MILLER
Principal of Junior High School

Joun G, HaoMman
Principal of Senior High School

November 17, 15569
League of Women Voters
15th and Washington S.E.
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota

Dear Sirs:

Would you have available for class use material on the Constitutional Amendment,
increasing the legislative term for the Minnesota Legislature, and if so, would

you please forwafd same?

Any material available on other current governmental issues would be appreciated.

Very truly yours,

R i I

L. J. Plotnik

Soc., Studies Instr,.




A+Green «Olsony DeAnderson, ILeEodssumor,
TO: Fran Berdie, File LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
15th and WASHINGTON AVES. S.E.
FROM: Grace MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA

SUBJECT Ame







Sections 23 and 24 of article IV are hereby repealed.
Sec. 2, The proposed amendment shall be submitted to the peoplecssssesces

Shall the Constitution of the State of Minnesota be amended by repealing
Article IV, Sections 23 and 24 and amending Article IV, Section 2,
pertaining to the reapportionment of representation in the Senate and
the House of Representatives, and providing for the calling of an
extraordinary sessinn for reapportionment upon failure to reapportion

at any regular session, as provided by this Constitution?

YeSeosee
NOsssoss

"] Chapter 89 - K. F. No. 11

AN ACT proposing an amendment to Article IV, Sections 1 and 9 of the Constitution
of the State of Minnesota, relating to legislature sessions and qualifications of
legislators for other elective offices. pagEp S—

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Minnesota:
Section 1. An amendment to Article IV, Section 1, of the Constitution of the state is

hereby proposed to the psople of the state for their approval or rejection, which
section when amended shall read as follows:

Section 1. The legislature shall consist of the Senate and House of Representatives,
which shall meet biemnially at the seat of government of the state, at such time as
shall be prescribed by law, but no session shall exceed the term of ninety (90) legis-

lative days unless the session is extended by law enacted at the regular session of the
legislaire immediately preceding the session for which the extension is made and then
only for a maximm of thirty (30) additional days. No new bills shall be introduced
in either branch of the legislature after the seventieth (70th) legislative day except
as authorized by joint rules of the Senate and House of Representatives.

Section 2. An amendment to Article IV, Section 9, of the Constitution of the state is
hereby proposed to the people of the state for their approval or rejection, which section
when amended shall read as follows:

Section 9. No senator or representative shall, during the term for which he is elected,
hold any office under the authority of the United States or the State of Minnesota, except
that of notary public, but a senator or representative may be elected to any office for
which he is otherwise qualified and when elected, his term as senator or representative
shall terminate upon his qualifying for the office to which he was elected and a vacancy
in his office in the legislature shall thereupon occur.

Section 3. This proposed amendment shall be submitted to the peoplescssscssss

"Shall Article IV, Sections 1 and 9 of the Constitution be amended to provide for

extending by law the regular legislative session for not exceeding thirty days,

for restricting the time during which bills may be introduced; and for setting

qualifications for legislators to be candidates for other elective offices?
YO0Bsecesonse

NOsosssssase?










CONSTITUITIONAL AMENDMERTS TO BEE VOTED UPON 1960

. ¥, NHo. 889

AN ACT proposing an amendment to the Gonstitution of the State of Minnesota providing
for the succession to the office of Governor and for continuity of government in times
of emergency caused by enemy attack; amending Article V, Section 6,

Be it enacted by the legislature of the State of Minnesota:

Section 1. In order to provide in the Comstitution for succession to the office
of governor in case of the death, removal, resignation, or inability of bBoth the
Governor and Lieutenant Governor, and to authorize providing by law for the continuity
of state government in emergencies caused by enemy attack in this gtate, the following
emendment to the Constitution of theState of Minnesota is herchy proposed to the
people of the state for their approval or rejection e

Article V. Section 6 of the Comstitution of the State of Minnesota, is amended to reads

The Lieutenant Governor shall be ex officio president of the Senate; and in case
a vacancy should ocoury, from any cause whatever, in the office of Governor, he
shall be Governor during such vacancy. The compensation of Liatenant Governor
shall be double the compensationd a State Senator. Before the close of each
session of the Senate they shall elect a president pro tempore, who shall be
Lieutenant Governor in case a vacancy should ocewr in that office. In case the
Governor shall be unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office the
same shall devolve on the Lieutenmant Governcr. The legislature may by law provide
for the case of the removal, death, resignation, or imability both of the Governor
and Lieutenant Governor to discharge the duties of Governor and may provide by law
for continuity of government in periods of emergency resulting fron disssters
caused by enemy attack in this state, ineluding but not limited to, succession
to the powers and duties of public office and change of the seat §§5agarnment.

Vil

Secs 2. This proposed ameniment shall be submitted to the people of the state for
their approval or rejection at the general election for the year 1960, in the
manner provided by law for submission o amendments tc the Comstitution. The votes
thereon shall be counted, canvassed, and the results proclaimed as provided by law.
The ballots used at the election shall have ¥} printed thercon the following:

"Shall irticle V, Section 6 of the Constitution of theStateof Minnesota, be
amended to permit provision by law for suceession to the office of governor for
the performance of the duties of that office in case of inability of both the
Governor and Iieutenmant Covernor to discharge those duties, and for continuity of
government in emergencies caused by enemy attack?

YeBionann
NO sspoepe "

B, P.f# 1548
AN ACT proposing an amendment to the Constitution relating to the elective franchises
emending Article VII, teection 1.

Be it enacted by the legislature of the State of Minnesotas

Section 1. For the purpose of permitting persons to vote who have moved from a
precinet within thirty days from election, and to eliminate certain obsolete constie
tutional provisions relating to the elective franchise, the following smendment is
proposed to the people of the state for their approval or rejection-e




(2)
* Article VII, Section 1, of the Constitution of the State of Minnesots, is amended to read:

BEvery person of the age of twanty-one years or more who has been a citizen of the
United States for three monthes and who has resided in this state six months and
in the precinet for thirty days next preceding an election shall be entitled to
vote in that precinct, and the place of voting by one otherwise qualified who
has changed his residence within thirty days preceding the election may be
prescribed by law.

Section 2, The qu‘ﬂti”n ghall be submitted to the people cesssscsssssccse

"Shall the Constitution of the State of Minnesota be amended to authorized
preseribing by law the place where a person who has moved his residence from a
precinet within thirty days preceding an election may vote and %o eliminate obsolete
provisions governing the franchise of persons of Indian blood?

YoBeose
[ PP

Chapter 47 - H.F. No. 29 (Extra Session)

AN ACT proposing an amendment to Article IV, Section 2 of the Constitation of Mimnesota
relating to apportionment of the members of the Legislature, and repealing Article IV,
Sections 2% and 24.

Be it enacted by the legislature of the State of Minnesotas

Section 1. There is hereby proposed to the people of the state for their approval or
rejection an amendment to the Comstitution of the State of Minnesota amending section 2
and repealing seetion 23 and section 24 of article IV, Article IV, section 2 of the
Constitution of the State of Minnesota when amended shall read as follows:

Section 2. The legislature at its first session after the 1970 census and each
decennial censusthereafter made by the authority of the United States shall have the
power to prescribe the bounds of congressional, sematorial, and representative distriocts,
and to apportion anew the senators and representatives among the several districts,

The number of members who compose the Senate shall not exceed 67 and the mumber of
members who compose the House of Representatives shall not exceed 135. Fo representative
district shall be divided in the formation of a senatorial district. The senators
ghall be chosen by single districts of convenient, contiguous territory and in the
game manner as members of the House of Representatives are required to be chosen.

Representation in the House of Representatives shall be apportioned throughout the
ptate on the basis of equality acocording to population. Representation in the Semate
ghall be apportioned in a manmer which will give fair representation to allparts of
the state. Provided, however, the five GSounties # eontaining the seat of government
of the state having 35 perceat or more of the total/ population of the state shall have
35 percent of themembers of the Senate computed to /the closest whole number.

a —fl{ " A f}a;ipé.%ﬁﬁ'ﬁ?ﬂu-?k
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If the legislature doesnot reapportion in complisnc@ with this section at its first
regular session after a decennial census, it shall be in extracordinary session ime
mediately after the end of that re r session for the purpose of such compliance
only. Such extraordinary session mnl continue until its purpose is accomplished
and the members shall not be allowed compensation or expense reimbursement for
gservice therein.

Representatives shall be elected for a term of two years and semators for a term
of four yearss When there is reapportionment of the legislaturd, pursuant to this
seation, it shallnot be effective until the next election of senators.




Sections 23 and 24 of article IV are hereby repealed.
Seces 2o The j:ropowd amendment shall be submitted to the Pecplecescossens

Shall the Constitution of the State of Mimnesota be amended by repealing
Article IV, Sections 23 and 24 and amending Article IV, Section 2,
pertaining to the reapportionment of representation in the Senate and
the House of Representatives, and providing for the calling of an
extraordinary session for reapportienment upon failure to reapportion

at any regular session, as provided by this Constitution?

Yo8ecoes
NO......
Ch&ptorB?-H. Fs Noo 11

AN ACT proposing an amendment to Article IV, Sections 1 and 9 of the Censtitution
of the State of Minnesota, relating to legislature sessicns and qualifications of
legislators for other elective offices.
Be it enacted by the Legisiature of the State of Minnesota:
Section 1. An amendment to Article IV, Section 1, of the Constitution of the state is

hereby proposed to the people of the state for their approval or rejection, which
sechion when amended ghall read as follows:

Section 1. The legislature shall consist of the Senate and House of Representatives,
which shall meet biennially at the seat of govermment of the state, at such time as
shall be prescribed by law, but no session shall exceed the term of ninety (90) legis-

lative days unless the session is extended by law enacted at the regular session of the
legislawre immediately preceding the session for which the extensicn is made and then
only for a maximum of thirty (30) additional days. No new bills shall be introduced
in either branch of the legislature after the seventieth (70th) legislative day except
as authorised by joint rules of the Senate and House of Representatives.

Section 2, An amendment to Article IV, Section 9, of the Constitution of the state is
hereby proposed to the people of the state for their approval or rejection, which section
when amended shall read as follows:

Section 9« No senator or representative shall, during the term for which he is elected,
hold any office under the autherity of the United States or the State of Minnesota, except
that of notary public, but & senator or representative may be elected to any office for
which he is otherwise qualified and when elected, his term as senator or representative
shall terminate upon his qualifying for the office to which he was elected and a vacancy
in his office in the legislature shall thereupon occur.

Section 3. This proposed amendment shall be submitted to the peoplecesecseses

"Shall Article IV, Sections 1 and 9 of the Constitution be amended to provide for
extending by law the regular legislative session for not exceeding thirty days,
for restricting the time during which bills may be introduced; and for setting
qualifications for legislators to be candidates for other elective offices?

p (-7 PRPRR.
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MINNESOT4A ELECTION DATA-1960

POLITICAL PARTY DATA

The Ieague of Women Voters urges each citizen to:
l.  Join the party of his choice and work steadily to improve it,
2¢ have a vote in his party platform beginning at the precinct caucusg

3« work for and vote for candidates who support issues he apprcves.

The steps from precinct caucns to ghate political pavty ponvention are:
Frecinct (lancus*
wnich
Elects delegates
to
County Convention
which
Elects delegates
to
District Convention
and

State Party Convention

Precinct Caucus®-- Republican, Feb. 15 to 27; Democratic-Farmer—Iabor, March 15.

County Convention- Republican, Mar.1l5 to Apr.2; Democratic-Farmer-Iabor, April 2.

District Converion-Republican, April 18 to 30; Democratic-Farmer-Iabor, April 30.

State Party Conv.- Republican, June 2-4; Democratic-Farmer-Iabor, May 20-22.

* The place of meeting of the precinck wancus is prosted at each polling place six days
befere the eanuong dates
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EIECTION CALENDAR - 1960

June 15 First date for filing as a oandidate in 1960 state primary election.

July 25 last date for filing as a candidate in the 1960 state primary election.

July 30 last date for candidate to file an affidavit to withdraw his name from
the 1960 primary ballot.

August 23 Iast date to register for voting at the state primary election.

August 29 Date for filing first statement of disbursements and receipts by eandi=-
dates, personal campaign committee, and party committee.

September 13 STATE PRIMARY ELECTION

September 23 Iast day for filing second statement of disbursements and receipts by
candidates, personal campaign committee, and party committee, covering
receipts, expenditures for primary election.

September 27 State canvassing board meets to canvass returns of the 1960 state
primary election.

September 30 Iast date that a certificate of nomination by petition of voters may be
received by Secretary of State, except to fill a vacancy.

October 11 Iast day for candidate to file an affidavit to withdraw his name from
the 1960 general election ballot.

October 13 Iast date for volunteer political committee to file statement of dis-
bursements and receipts covering expenditures and receipts for the
primary election. File with auditor of the county in which the
committee has its headquarters.

October 17 Date for filing third statement of disbursements and receipts by oan-
didate, personal campaign committee and party committee.

October 18 Iast date to register for voting at the general election.
November 8 1960 GENERAL ELECTION

November 18 Iast date for filing fourth and final statement of disbursements and
receipts by candidate, personal campaign committee, or party committee.

November 22 State canvassing board meets to canvass returns of the 1960 general
election,

Pecember 8 Iast date for volunteer political committees to file statement of dis=-
bursementa and receipts covering the general elections File with
aunditor of the ocounty in which the committee has its headqugrters.
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QFFICIALS T0 BE BELECTED 1960

UNITED STATES SENATOR

Term - 6 years, Salary - $22,500 annually.
Filing fee - $150, Where to file ~ with Secretary of State.
To be elected - one from state at-large.

UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVES

Term -~ 2 years. Salary - $22,500 annually.

Filing Fee - $100. Where to file ~ with Secretary of State, except candidates from
fourth congressional district (Ramsey County Auditor) and fifth congressional
district (Hennepin County Auditor).

To be elected - one from each of the nine congressional districts.

GOVERNOR

Term ~ 2 years. Salary - $19,000 annually, plus 410,000 per year for expenses.

Filing fee - 9100, Where to file ~ with Secretary of State.

Duties - Commander-in-Chief of state military. Ex officio member of state pardon
board, executive council, state board of investments, legislative advisory
council, Has veto power over measures passed by legislature. Appoints certain
department heads and members of administrative boards and commissions.

LI, GOVERNOR

Term - 2 years. Salary =~ $4,800 annually, plus 1,000 per year for expenses.
Filing fee ~ $100. Where to file ~ with Secretary of State.
Duties - presides over Senate. Becomes governor during vacancy in that office.

SECRETARY OF STATE

Term - 2 years. Salary - $14,500 annually.

Filing fee - $100, Where to file - with Secretary of State.

Duties ~ official custodian of state papers and legislative records, including
engrossed and enrolled laws; directs operation of state election machinery;
registers motor vehicles; responsible for publication of Legislative Manual,

STATE TREASURER

Term - 2 years. Salary - $14,500 annually,

Filing fee - $100., Where to file - with Secretary of State.

Duties ~ Custodian of all state funds; collects certain taxes; keeps accounts of
receipts and disbursements and is state paymaster.

ATTORNEY GENERAL

Term - 2 years., Salary - 16,000,
Filing fee -~ $100. Where to file ~ with Secretary of State.
Duties - state®s chief law officer. Represents state in all civil actions and in

criminal cases before the supreme court. Renders legal opinions to state and
county officials upon request.
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STATE REPRESENTATIVES

Term - 2 years. Salary - $2,400 annually. $25 per day for special session.

Piling fee = $20, Where to file ~ candidates from districts comprising more than
one county file with the Secretary of Statei Candidates from districts comprising
only one county file with the county auditor of their respective counties.

Duties - The House of Representatives, composed of 131 members, together with the
Senate is the law making body of the State. All revenue raising measures must
criginate in the House.

To be elected - 131.

CHIEF JUDGE

Term - 6 years. Salary - $20,000 annually.

Piling fee - $100. Where to file - Secretary of State.

Duties - Chief Justice of the State Supreme Court which has jurisdiction in certain
remedial cases and receives appeals from district and certain municipal courts,

To be elected ~ one.

ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF STATE SUPREME COURT

Term - 6 yegrs. Salary - $19,000 annually.

Filing fee - $100. Where to file -~ Secretary of State.

Duties = Member of State Supreme Court (one Chief Judge and six Associate Judges)
which has jurisdiction in certain remedial cases and receives appeals from
district and certain municipal courts.

To be elected - three.

DISTRICT COURT

Term - 6 yearse Salary - $14,500 by the state. District court judges in Hennepin,
Remsey and St. Iouis counties are paid an additional $1,500 by the county.

Filing fee - $100, if filed with the Secretary of State or with county auditors.

Where to file - with Secretary of State, except candidates from second judicial
district (Remsey County Auditcr) and fourth judicial district (Hennepin County
Auditor),

To be elected - 22 judges from the following districts:

1st Bistrict - two 4th District - five Bth District - one
2nd District - :three 6th District - three 9th District - three
3rd District - two Tth Distriet - two 10th District - one

RATLROAD AND WAREHOUSE COMMISSTIONER

Term - 6 years. (3 members - 1 elected every two years). Salary - $11,500 annually.

Filing fee - $100. Where to file - with Secretary of State

Duties - Members have general jurisdiction over rail, bus and truck rates, railroad
service, for hire bus and truck lines, and telephone companies. Grain Inspection
Division samples and inspects and weighs grain and commercial coal in carload
lots, Other divisions inspect weights and measures, regulate operations of
public warehouses, and license livestock buyers.

COUNTY OFFICERS

To be elected - county elective officers whose terms expire in January 1961.
Where to file — wlth connty auditor of respective counties.
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ABSENTEE VOTING OF MINNESOTA RESIDENTS

QUALIFICATIONS

1.

2e

3

Must be 21 years of age on the day of election.

Must have been a United States eitizen for 3 months and have resided in the
State for 6 months and in the eleetion district for 30 days.

Must be a registered voter if residence is in certain municipalities.

REGISTRATION

1-

4o

5

Permanent registration is required by state law in all cities and towns having
a population of 10,000 or more. Registration may be required by local ordi-
nance in any other cities and towns. The municipalities that presently re=
quire permgnent registration are:

Albert lea Hibbing Robbinsdale
Anoka Hopkins Rochester
Austin Mahtomedi Roseville
Bemidji Man:ato Ste Cleud
Bloomington Maple Grove St. Iouis Park
Brainerd Maplewood _St. Paul
Brooklyn Center Medicine Iake South St. Paul
Chisholm Minneapolis Shorewood
Crystal Minnetonka Shoreview
Deephaven Moorhead Vadnais Heights
Duluth Northfield Virginia

Edins North St. Paul Wayzata
Eveleth Owatonna West St. paul
Faribault Plymouth White Bear Ieke
Fergus Falls Red Wing _Winons

Golden Valley Richfield St. Paul Park

Registration is permanent unless & person has failed to vote at least once
during four consecutive years.

Any quqlified person;.ahsent from his election district, may register by
mail on a "Registration Application Form" available from the local
Commissioner of Registration.

The executed form will be accepted by the Commissioner of Registration et
any time except during the 20-day period immediately preceding an election.

Members of the Armed Forces* may be registered at the same time and on the
same form as application is made for the ballot,.

OBTATINING BALLOTS AND VOTING

1.

Any qualified person, who is abcent from his district on the day of election
or who by reason of illness or physical disability is unable to go to the
polling place, may vote by absentee ballot. BSuch a vnter should request an
"Application for Ballot" from his County Auditor.

The executed application will be accepted by the County Auditor as early as
45 days befoie and not later than 1 day before the date of the election.
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%, Ballots will be mailed to the voter as early as 30 days before the date of
the election,

4. Marked ballots must be received by election officials not later than the day
of the election.

A member of the armed forces* may register and apply for absentee ballot at
the same time in one of two ways:

a) the member or his parent, spouse, sister or child (over 18 years 0ld) may
file a request for hallots form with the county auditor, or

b) the member may mail & Federal Post Card Application’(available at any
military base) to the county auditor.

¥ Definitions: "The term 'armed forces!'...shall refer to and include the Army and
Navy, the Air Force, the Marine Corps and the Coast CGuard of the United States, or the
Merchant Marine of the United States, or the American Red Cross, the Society of Friends,
the Women's Auxiliary Service Pilots, the Salvation Army, the United Service Organiza-
tions and all other persons conneoted in any capacity with the Army or Navy of the
United States, or the spouses or dependents of such persons if actually accompanying
such persons and residing with them." Minnesota Election Iaws SRR S

For additional information on voting consult your Commissioner of Registration,
Gounty Auditor and Minnesota Election Iaws, 1960 pdition. We suggest that local
Ieagnues obtain for distribution to absent voters 4 few copies of the application
forms for vegistering and obtaining tallotse
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PROPOSZD Al.WDi:ZTT3 TO THL CO.STITUTION OF IITIMTES0TA
as they will appear on the ballot

An amendment allowing legislators (a) to run for other offices; (b) to
lengthen the legislative session to 120 days; (¢) to control introduction
of bills in the last 20 days.

"Shall Article IV, Sections 1 and 9 eof the Constitution be amended to
provide for extending by law the regular legislative session for not
exceeding thirty days, for restricting the time during which bills may
be introduced; and for setting qualifications fer legislators to be
eandidates for other elective offices?

YeSeasnss

NOosseass

Second amendment providing for reapportionment of the state legislature.

"Shall the Constitution of the State of Minnesota be amended by repeal-
ing Article IV, Sections 23 and 24 and amending Article IV, Section 2,
pertaining to the reapportionment of representation in the Senate and
the House of Representatives, and providing for the calling of an extra-
ordinary session for reapportionment upon failure to reapportion at any
regular session, as provided by this Constitution?

YeSesese

NG 50 w100

An amendment to provide for succession to the governor in case of enemy
attack,

"Shall Article V, Section 6 of the Constitution of the State of Minnesota,
be amended to permit provision by law for succession to the office of
governor for the performance of the duties of that office in case of
inability of both the Governor and Lieutenant Governor to discharge
those duties, and for continuity of government in emergencies caused
by enemy attack?

YeSeeaeo

Nososaas"

An amendment allowing the legislature to determine the place of voting for
persons who move within 30 days preceding an election.

"Shall the Constitution of the State of Minnesota be amended to authorize
presoribing by law the place where a person who has moved his residence
from a precinct within thirty days preceding an election may vote and
to eliminate oheolute pruvisions governing the franchise of persons of
Inddian bleod?

YeSaness

I EEi o bt
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HOW THE TWO MAJOR PARTIES CHOOSE THEIR DELEGATES TO CONVENTIONS

To quote Calvin Coolidge, "Our government is a government by political parties
under the guiding influence of public opinion. There does not seem to be any other
method by which a republic can function.”® And yet, people who should know hetter
dismiss their lack of activity in a political party with trite, untrue statements
such as, "The party bosses have it all set up, they don't care what I think anyway.®
Perhaps a better understanding of the mechanics of paity selection would help to.
sncourage party activity. The steps are very simple.

Democrat-Farmer-Labor Party

The first step in either party is the precinct caucus. The DFL caucuses will
be held on March 15, In some areas whers the towns are very small or DFL strength
S not great enough to hold a caucus for every precinct, there may be a town caucus
which will replace the precinct caucus. The purpose of the meeting is to elest.
delegates to the county convention which will be held April 2. All citizens of
voting age are welcome to attend and there are no special qualifications for atten-
dannrg except the desire to become active in the DFL party.

The delegates at the county conventiGNelect the delegates to the district con-
vention and the delegates to the state convention. The number of delegates from a
“ounty to the state convention is apportioned throughout the state according to ?he
Population and DFL voting strength of each individual county. The state conYentlon
1s called by the state central committee chairman. He is elected by the nominees
for state office and the U.S. senators and representatives from Minnesota who bslong
%o the DFL party. The district comvention is scheduled for April 30 and the stata
convention May 20-22,

Nominations for delegates to the national convention are made fr?m t@e floor
ard thers is no orgarization slate offered. In practice, the delegation is usually
rspresentative of the whole state since the electing body is comprised of repre-
Sentetives from every area in the state. The list of delegates is published in the
Li8wspapers so that interested people may contact them and urge support for their
cardidate or platform principles. The platform is presented at the state COHT@HtiOﬂ
by a committes. This platform is a statement of principles which the party will
Support and is usually drawn up from suggestiona that have come through the county
ard district convertions.

The delegates to the national convention will vote as a block if a resolution

%0 do 30 is passed at the state convention. They are thus pledged to a certain
*andidate. They will then vote as a block until they are released by the C§n§1d3t9'
If such a resolution is not passed, they will be allowed to vote as the individual

delegate may choose.

Republican Party
The steps to the Rapublican national convention are very similar. Precinct
caucuses will be held between February 15 to 27. There are no special credentials
but you must agree with party principles, have voted with the party at the last
general election and intend to do so at the next .aneral Jlection. No one may
attend both the Republican and DFL cancuses. If there is any doubt of your good
faith, your riglt to pasticipate -may be challenged and voted upon by those pressnt
&t the meeting.




The precinct caucus elects delegates to the county convention, March 15 to
April 2, which elects delegates to the district convention, April 18 to 30, and
the delegates to the state convention., One man and one woman from each con-
gressional district and their alternates are elected at each district convention
to be delegates to the national convention.

The state executive committee or the state central committee calls the »
convention according to the Republican party constitution rules. The purpose -
of the state convention is to accept the party platform and elect the delegates-—
at-large and their alternates. The platform, again, is usually formed from
suggestions made at county and district conventions. The Republican state
convention will be held this year from June 2 to 4.

When the delegation is complete the names are published. Since we no
longer have a presidential primary, these delegates to the national convention -
are uncommitted and may vote for the candidate of their. choice,

Spectators are usually encouraged at the various conventions, although
only delegates may vote. Both parties are anxious to recruit new participants.

The democratic process by which party delegates are chosen is similar to our
other government processes in that they are based on the premise of full partici-
pation. Success or failure is dependent upon the amount of citizen interest,
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January 7, 1959

Mrs. E. C. Williams

Executive Secretary

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
15th and Washington Aves. S. E.
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota

Dear Mrs. Williams:

We have reviewed your draft relating to
the proposed Constitutional Amendments and find them to
be accurate and clear. We have no further suggestions
for improving your language.

Yours very truly,
gifiher M. Toml janoy/ich
Special Assistant Revisor




»

Membars of the Senate
GROVER GEORGE
HAROLD KALINA
HERMAN J. KORDING

State of Minnesota

Members of the House
GEORGE L. ANGSTMAN
E. J. CHILGREN
EDMOND F. CONN

FRANKLIN P. KROEHLER Legrs|ahve Research Committee WALTER E. DAY

HAROLD J. O'LOUGHLIN SAM FRANZ

DONALD SINCLAIR State Capitol - St. Paul I, Minnesota GEORGE A. FRENCH

THOMAS D. VUKELICH ALYIN O. HOFSTAD

HARRY L. WAHLSTRAND D. D. WOZNIAK, Chairman THOMAS P. WELCH, Vice Chairman LEO D. MOSIER

THOMAS P. WELCH D. D. WOZNIAK
LOUIS C. DORWEILER, JR., Director of Research

Jat y 1= 1 =00




O'CONNOR,GREEN, THOMAS & WALTERS
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
845 NORTHWESTERN BANK BUILDING

MINNEAPOLIS 2, MINNESOTA

PATRICK J. ©Q'CONNOR FEDERAL 9-047I

KENNETH W, GREEN January 14, 1960
FREDERICK W, THOMAS

JOE A.WALTERS

L.T. MERRIGAN

Mrs. E.C. Williams

League of Women Voters of Minnesota
15th and Washington Aves, S.E.
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota

Dear Mrs., Williams:

I have reviewed the broadside enclosed with your note of December
29th, 1959. Below are my comments and suggestions,

Amendment No., 1 - In the first line of the first paragraph of the
comments on Amendment No. 1, insert the word "regular' between the words
"any" and ''session" because "tf the amendment provides that it is a regular
session A@fmay extend the next regular session of the legislature.

I would amend the third paragraph commenting on Amendment No, 1
to read as follows:

Provides that no senator or representative shall hold any office
under the authority of the United States or the State of Minnesota during
the term for which he is elected (the same as the present provision),
except that of notary public, but he may be elected to office for which he
is otherwise qualified and if he is so elected his term of senator or rep=
resentative ends automatically. (Present provisions require a wait of one
year before running for an office if the position was created or the salary
increased by the session during which the legislator served.)

Amendment No. 2 - The last part of your comments on Amendment No, 2
is~ contrary to the interpretation given by at least one of the legislators
who participated in drafting the amendment. He contends that the amendment
does not limit the number of senators which the five counties adjacent to
and including Ramsey county may have, but rather was intended to provide
that if the five counties have 357% or more of the total population of the
state,do not have at least 35% of the members of the Senate, then the Senate
will not be apportioned in a manner which 'give fair representation to all
parts of the state'". To me this is a permissible interpretation; other
lawyers disagree with me so at best the amendment is ambiguous. This part
of the broadside might be revised to read as follows:

The amendment provides that the five counties adjacent to and
including the county containing the seat of government (Ramsey County)
having 35% or more of the total population of the state shall have 35% of
the members of the Senate., There is a difference of opinion as to whether
this places a limit on the number of senators which the five counties may
have or whether it means that to have fair representation, the five counties
must have at least 35% of the senators if they have 35% of the population
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in the state. As a practical matter it does place a limit on the number of
senators which the five counties may have.

I would change the second paragraph of the comments on Amendment No.
2 by saying "It purports to enforce reapportionment, ete.' because this
provision standing alone does not enforce reapportionment and if the legis=-
lature refused to meet at the end of the regular session I know of no way of
compelling them to do so.

Amendment No., 3 - The next to last line of the comments on Améndment
No. 3, I suggest inserting the words " and duties' after the word "Bowers'.

Amendment No. 4 - No changes suggested for the comments on this
amendment.

If I can be of any further help to you please let me know.

Yours sincerely,

7 )
T s L

Frederick W, Thomas
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TO: Mary Miller LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
% 15th and WASHINGTON AVES. S.E.
FROM: Roberta MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA

SUBJECT Const. Amendments

M
i
M
O

ie (Grace and I) have been slow in se ing you material for your
research on background for ocur stand on the amendments for a very good
reason - we don' know what to send you. Seent some time this morning
going through the files (Jjust before Grace left for Brainerd) and did
the State Program 1955~57 spelled out and I%ve checked two of the
items which are pertinent. If you have it, you might also look at the
is not spelled out in as
some information in %“The State You're

and if you don'f have a copy, let me know andI®1l get one to you
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PROPOSZD Al.DWDIL.iT3 TO TIE COL.STITUTION OF IIIMTIS0TA
as they will appear on the ballot

An amendment allowing legislators (a) to run for other offices; (b) to
lengthen the legislative session to 120 days; (c¢) to control introduction
of bills in the last 20 days.

"Shall Article IV, Sections 1 and 9 ef the Constitution be amended to
provide for extending by law the regular legislative session for not
exceeding thirty days, for restricting the time during which bills may
be introduced; and for setting qualifications fer legislators to be
candidates for other elective offices?

YeSeaswse

WCaiee e

Second amendment providing for reapportionment of the state legislature.

"Shall the Constitution of the State of Minnesota be amended by repeal-
ing Article IV, Sections 23 and 24 and amending Article IV, Section 2,
pertaining to the reapportiomment of representation in the Senate and
the House of Representatives, and providing for the calling of an extra-
ordinary session for reapportionment upon failure to reapportion at any

regular session, as provided by this Constitution?
Yes..-.-
NOwsssoa"

An amendment to provide for succession to the governor in case of enemy
attack,

"Shall Article V, Section 6 of the Constitution of the State of Minnesota,
be amended to permit provision by law for succession to the office of
governor for the performance of the duties of that office in case of
inability of both the Governor and Lieutenant Governor to discharge
those duties, and for continuity of government in emergencies caused
by enemy attack?

YeSeeseo

o e naterb

An amendment allowing the legislature to determine the place of voting for
prersons who move within 30 days preceding an election.

"Shall the Constitution of the State of Minnesota be amended to authorize
prescribing by law the place where a person who has moved his residence
from a precinct within thirty days preceding an election may vote and
to eliminate ohsolete pruvisions governing the franchise of persons of
Inddian bleod?

Yes« sens

Nogesaas













HENMD TO STATE BCARD

FROM MIRIAM SEQTZER

RE AMEKDMENTS HARCH 31, 1960
2 Eroviziens - (all to amend the same arficle):

Extend the next legislative term by 30 days.

Allow ssnators and representatives to run fer ancther office while in office (objectiocnable fe
ture of last proposed amsadment desliang with appeintzant Yo olher office has been removed),..

Change in rules re aduissien of bilis alter the 70th day. (Changed fromn Governcr to Senate
and House rules commitiee,

Constitutiongl Question

The question has bees ralyed re the CansLilutionality of the amendseni irvespective of its
merits, Specifically, dees it viclate Articls 14, Sec. 1, requiring that each amendment con-
corn itself with one issue? sSufficient gquestion has been raised to conciuds that it may
well be wconstitutional. There has been some thetght given to requestingf the Secretary

ef State to separate the amendment in an effort to provide the veter with separate items upen
wiich to vote, lean Lockardt has referred the cengtitutional question to the Law Review
talf for investigation. (Won't know this cenclusion, if any, until May).

It has alsc been suggested that a poorly drawn smendment, apart from its merits, should neot
be cendened hy groups such as the isarws snd the Bar ifzsociation, in vidw of their concern
for censtituticnal revision,

There is ne dowbt in the minds of hhe experts consulted that all three provisions refer to
commendable causes. That is, there is a need to extend the legislative sessien, te permit
legisiature to run for other offices, and to attempt to cut down on the number of bills
introduc od beyond s particular date, BSut could a better amsndment, i.e.polutions, be
dramn to cope with these problems?

In viev of thes constituticnal questien, and the growing concern for achieving well drawn
clearly stated amsndments, upon which the woter may indelligently act, I would recommend that
the lLsagus take no action on Amendment Nusber 1. Owr position should be made clear to the
lsgisiature, the Mmeulive, as woll as to the vobers. L.e. our cancern for clearly drawm con-
stitutional amendsunts repressaving the best thinking va the wubject involved has led us to this
position, W gre cencernsd with the subjects dealt with in Amendment 1, but we require

of our legislature svidence of careful and considered thought in apenddng our censtitutien.




We are pleased to announce the formation of a "Lively ny;f
Issues" committee which is to do some pre-convention research into possible areas for' , -
new league state program. The members of this committee are: Mrs. H. J. Watson of U
St. Paul, Mrs. C. H. Iuther of Minneapolis, Miss Eleanor Salisbury of Minneapolis, b \.x
Mrs. Louis Ode of Red Wing, Mrs. Kenneth Sigford of Roseville and Mrs. A. H. Seymour S;/ﬁ (A
of Bloomington, Chairman. The results of the work of this group will be reported in / /7~
the September-October 1960, Minnesots Voter.
The state Board, at its March 3 meeting, elected Mrs. O. J.
Janski and Mrs. John Neumaier, who with the state President will be the official dele-
gates from the state Board to the national convention in St. Louis. The state Board's
action on program is reported in the Foreign Policy section of this President's Letter.
The state Board has voted to officially support Amendments
5 and 4; Amendment 1 is still under study; we expect to announce that position arter
the April Board meeting. 45 you remember, these propnsed constitutional amendments,
as well as Amendment 2 which the IWV will oppose, will be submitted to the Voters in
the General Election, November 8, 1960,
The radio programs, presented every Tuesday over KUOM at
11:15 A.M., and prepared by the Minneapolis and St. Paul Leagues, are scheduled on
the sheet in this mailing. We commend them to you highly. (Enclosure)
A matter we would like your Board to consider is presented
in the sheet in this mailing re "Expanded League Activity." We hope you will consider
this question of how we can expand our influence and let the state Board know by
May lst of any ideas you have. (Enclosure)
A reminder to local Ieagues who are members of one of our
county councils -- in Anoka, Hennepin, Ramsey, St. ILouis or Washington Counties. A
county item is a local item on your agenda, and should be considered as local items
are always considered at your local League annual meeting. It is not a matter for
your Board to decide alone. Your members have three choices -~ to have only & county
item as their local Current Agenda, to have a county item as well as another local
item, or to have no county item at all.
We have been asked to announce a Conference on the Challenge
of Communist China, to be presented by the Center for International Relations and Area
Studies, on April 4 and 5, 1960. These sessions are held at the University of Minne-
sota and several experts on the Chinese problem are speaking at the sessions.
______________ e e — _ (Bnclosure)
3/11/60

FINANCE Enclosed is information on the Metropolitan Finance Committeec'
Annual Meeting and Workshop. This meeting is important for

Finance Chairmen of lLeagues in the five counties of Aroka, Hennepin, Ramsey, Dakota

and Washington. The time and place are: Minnesota Union, Room 315, April 19, 1960,

from 10 to 3 P.M. This is planned for newly appointed Finance Chairmen.(Enclosure)
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League of Women Voters of Minnesota April 26, 1960
Mrs. George Seltzer

1917 E. River Road FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Minneapolis, Minnesota

LEAGUE STAND ON AMENDMENT # 1

The Ieague of Women Voters of Minnesota voted to take no action on
Amendment No. 1 to the State Constitution to be voted on November 8th.
This decision reflects the concern the League has for clearly drawn
constitutional amendments evidencing careful and considered thought.

Amendment No. 1, if passed, would change three parts or provisions
of Article IV of the constitution. These three provisions refer to com—
mendable causes: that is, the need to extend the Legislative Session, to
permit Legislators to run for other offices and to cut down the number of
bills introduced beyond a particular date.

The League feels, however, that irrespective of the merits seemingly

contained in the amendment, (1) the voter should be able to vote on each of

the three provisions separately, (2) the voter should have some evidence

that proposals to amend our constitution represent the best thinking on the
subject, and 3) that the voter should be presented with clearly drawn amend-
ments that are easily understood if he is to vote intelligently. The amendment

reads as follows:

5hall Article IV, Sections 1 and 9 of the Constitution be amended to
provide for extending by law the regular legislative session for not ex-
ceeding thirty days, for restricting the time during which bills may be
introduced; and for setting qualifications for legislators to be candi-
dates for other elective offices?™




League of Women Voters of Minnesota April 26, 1960
Mrs. We R. Miller
521 Hill Street

Red Wing, Minnesota FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

LEAGUE STAND ON AMENDMENTS # 3 and # 4

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota feels that it is highly

desirable to provide for continuity of government in case of emergencies.
Therefore, the League will support Amendment # 3 which will be submitted

to the voters on November 8, 1960. The amendment reads as follows:

iShall Article V, Section 6 of the Constitution of the State of
Minnesota, be amended to permit provision by law for succession to
the office of governor for the performance of the duties of that
office in case of the inability of both the Governor and Lieutsnant
Governor to discharges those duties, and for continuity of govern-
ment in emergencics caused by enemy atiack?i

36 36 3k b 3 H 3 36 3F 3 3F 3 o ¢

The League of Women Voters of Minnesota feels many are disenfranchised
unnecessarily because of moving within thirty days prior to an election.
Therefore, the League will support Amendment # 4 which will be submitted to

the voters in the November 8, 1960 election. The amendment reads as follows:

"Shall the Constitution of the State of Minnesota be amended to
authorize prescribing by law the place where a person who has moved
his residence from a precinct within thirty days preccding an election
may vote and to eliminate obsolete provisions governing the franchise
of persons of Indian blood?f*
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SUMMARY SUMMARY SUMMARY SUMMARY SUMMARY ql

League work on L'onstitutional Amendment flyers
Sources of information on constitutional amendments

Minnesota lgws (printed and available from newspaper offices

in July,after the session)
Attorney General (for effect of amendments - a letter is sent by

the Attorney @eneral to the Secretary of State in about Janguary

of the year of the election. (1960 correction, 6 months before elect.
Secretary of State
State Constitution (for comparison with present section)
Report of Constitutional Commission to see whether the amendment

has been recommended by them and for possible helpful explanation)
League of Minnesota Municipalities (usually publishes detailed explanation
Citizens League of Greater Minneapolis (has published explanation)
Saate Bar Association (for explanation and stand)
Other organizations (for their stands

League broadside prepared by Mrs. K22in of Bramnerd; read by Mrs. Young,
Miss Stuhler, Mrs. Kane, Mrs., Fountain; critics were Attorney
General's Office, Donald C. Rogers, Mrs. Mike Holm from Secretary
of State's office, league of Minnesota Municipalities,Mr. Ludwig

League broadside ofi amendments written by Mrs. Klein of Drainerd,
modified by Mrs. Hill and Mrs. Newstrom; critics were Orville
Feterson of League of Minnesots Municipalities,

Jogn Murphy of Attorney General's Office
Charles Howard, lawyer
Betty Xane of League

Ore Tax Amendment information was written by Mrs. Sam Gale,
with assistence from Arthur Naftalin, Commissioner of Administration,
Sally Luther, House of Representatives, and Don Fraser, State Senate

League broadside, lst draft, written by Mrs. “en Green, revieed by
Mrs. Kuderling, Sis Salisbury, Grace and Robetta; critics were
Orville Petergon, League of Minnesota Municipalities,
Frederick W. “homas, ettorney at law
L. C. Dorweiler,Jr., Director of Research, lLegislative Research Council
Esther M. Tomljanovich, special assistant to Revisor of Statutes
These broadsidés sold for 50¢ a 100

A sheet on how amendments would appear on ballot was mimeographed, as
part of Minnesots Election Data information - Jan.,1960

Press releases on LWV supﬁ8rt of Amendment #1, support of #3 and #4.




AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION
of the
STATE OF MINNESOTA

At the general eleotion on November 8, 1960, four proposed ameniments to the Minnesota
State (bnstitution willbe presented to the voters for their approval or rejection.
I'he proposed amendments will appear on the ballot in the following order:

First -- An amendment wllowing legislators (a) to run for other offices; (b) to lengthen
the legislative session to 120 days; {e) to contrcl introduction of bills in the last 20
days.

"Shall Article IV, Sections 1 and 9 of the Constitution be amended to provide for
extending by law the regular legislative session for not exeeeding thiriy days,
for restricting the time during which bills may be introduced; and for setting
qualifications for legislators to be ocandidates for other elective offices?
YeSeoese
NO..."'“

Second -~ An amendment providing for reapportionment of the state legislature.
"Shall@the Constitution of the State of Minnesota be amended by repealing Article IV,
Sections 2% and 24 and amending Article IV, Section 2, periaining %o the reappore=
tionment of representation in the Senate and the House of Representatives, and
providing for the ealling of an extraordinary session for reapportionment upon
failure to respportion at any regular session, as provided by this Constitution?
YeSeeees
NOsesass™

Thiked -- An amendment to provide for succession to the governor in case of enemy
attack.

"Shall Article V, Seetion 6 of the Constitution of the State of Minnesota, be
amenled to permit provision by law for succession to the office of governor for
the performance of the duties of that office in case of inabilitr of both the
Governor and Lieutenant Governor to discharge those dutiee, and for continuity
of government in emergencies caused by enemy attack?

YeSessce

NOsesssee"

Fourth -~ An amendment allowing the legislature o dstermine the place of voting for
persons who move within 30 days mreceding an elsction.

"Shall the Constitution of the State of Minnesota be amended to suthorize
presoribing by law the place where a person who has moved his residence from
8 precinct within thirty days preceding an election may vote and to eliminate
obsolete provisions governing the franchise of persons of Indian blood?
YeSoosses
NO...-.."




CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS IN BRIEF—
to be voted on November 8, 1960

mendment Vo. I — Extension of Legislative Session;
Introduction of Bills; Legislators and Elective Offices

Retains the 90-day biennial legislative session, but allows any regular session to extend the next regular
session by no more than 30 days. (Presently only the Governor may add to a legislative period, by calling
a special session.)

Requires new bills introduced after the 70th legislative day to be authorized by joint House and Senate
rules. (Presently such new bills require permission of the Governor.)

Allows a senator or representative, if otherwise qualified, to run for any elective office, provided he re-
signs his legislative post if elected. (Presently a legislator may not resign to run for any office during his
term; and he must wait one year after his term before holding a state office, if the position was cre-
ated or the salary raised by the session during which he served.)

mendment 7lo. € — Reapportionment

® Authorizes the legislature to reapportion itself after the 1970 census, and every ten years thereafter.

. House of Representatives shall be on the basis of “equality according to population.” (The same as
at present.)

. Senate is to be on the basis of “fair representation to all parts of the state.” The five counties includ-
ing and adjacent to Ramsey County, having 35% or more of the state’s population, are to have
35% of the senators. (Presently the Constitution states that Senate apportionment should be based
on population.)

Enforces reapportionment by requiring that if the legislature fails to reapportion in the first regular ses-
sion after each Federal census, it shall sit in special session immediately after the end of that session,
without pay, for the purpose of reapportionment only, until the purpose is accomplished. (There are no
enforcement provisions at present.)

® Limits the size of the legislature to 67 senators and 135 representatives. (There is now no limit on legis-
lative size, although the present figures are 67 and 131.)

ﬂmatdmewt 7/o. 5 — Continuity of Government

Authorizes the legislature to provide for succession to the offices of Governor and Lieutenant Governor in
case of vacancies in both offices. (There is now no provision for succession beyond president pro tem
of the Senate.)

Allows the legislature to provide for the continuity of state government in case of enemy attack, including
succession to the powers and duties of public office and change in the seat of government. (There is now
no provision for such emergency.)

bmendment Plo. # — Voting Rights

® Allows the legislature to determine a place of voting for a citizen, otherwise qualified, who changes pre-
cincts within the state within 30 days of an election. (At present, a voter who moves within 30 days of an
election is disenfranchised.)

® Removes obsolete provisions regarding voting rights of Indians.

REMEMBER—FAILURE TO VOTE COUNTS AS A “"NO” VOTE

Presented as a public service by the
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA, 15th and Washington Avenues S.E., Minneapolis 14
050160 Price per 100

1:@%0




Mr, Forrest Talboby Asst. Secretary of State
State Capitol
Ste Paul, Minnesota

Dear Mr. Talbot:

May we ask another favor of you? We are gathsring material
fer a publication we put out in election year that includes
various election data, and we want to be as sure as possible
that it is accurate.

Could you please check the three pages enclosed? The page
on the proposed amendments contains the briefest possible ex-

planation of the amendments. Would you think (a) or (b) to be
prererrable under L7 Is the explanation of esach satisfactory
or do you think anything should be added or deleted?

The material for the officials to be elected was taken
from "The Blue Book"™ and we hope copied correctly. Do the
changes taking place this week in the makeup of the court
have any effect on the election? Would you say the obrief
explanation under "local officers"™ complete enough for this
publication.

Thank you for your unfailing kindness to the League. We
will mail you a copy of the commentary to the constitution
when it is published = possibly by February lst.

Sincerely

yours,

Mrs. 2, Cs Williams
Executive Secretary




Proposed Amendment
Number One - 1962 General Election
EXTRA SESSION S.F. No. I4%, CHAPTER No. Il

AN ACT

PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF
MINNESOTA, ARTICLE VIII, SECTIONS 2, 5, AND 6; PROVIDING FOR
CONSOLIDATION OF THE PERMANENT SCHOOL AND SWAMP LAND FUNDS
AND REGULATING THE INVESTMENT THEREOF, AND MAKING THE NET
FUND PERPETUAL.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. The following amendment of the constitution of the state of Minne
sota, Article VIII, Sections 2, 5, and 6, is hereby proposed to the people of the
state for their approval or rejection., Sesctions 2 and 5 are consolidated into a
new section 4, which section shall read as follows: :

Sec. 4. The permanent school fund of the state shall consist of (a) the pro-
ceeds of such lands as are or hereafter may be granted by the United States for the
use of schools within each township, (b) the proceeds derived from swamp lands
granted to the state, and (c¢) all cash and investments now or hereaftsr credited to
the permanent school fund and to the swamp land fund. No portion of said lands shall
be sold otherwise than at public sale, and in the manner provided by law. All funds
arising from the sale or other disposition of such lands, or income accruing in any
way before the sale or disposition thereof, shall be credited to the permanent school
fund. Within limitations prescribed by law, to secure the maximum return thereon
consistent with the maintenance of the perpetuity of the fund, such fund may be
invested in: (1) interest bearing fixed income securities of the United Stazes
and of its agencies, fixed income securities guaranteed in full as to paymeni
principal and interest by the United States, bonds of the state of Minneso:
political subdivisions or agencies, or of other states, but not more
of any issue by a political subdivision, shall be purchased:; (2)
ations on which cash dividends have been paid from earnings for five consecuti
years or longer immediately prior to purchase, but not more than 20 percent of
fund shall be invested therein at any given time, nor more than one
of any one corporation, nor shall more than five percent of the voting s
one corporation be owned; (3) bonds of corporations whose earnings have bee
least three times the interest requirements on ocutstanding bonds for five consecu-
tive years or longer immediately prior to purchase, but not more than 40 percent of
said fund shall be invested in corporate bonds at any given time. The percentage:
referred to above shall be computed using the cost price of the stocks or bonds
The principal of the permanent school fund shall be perpetual and inviolate
provided, that this shall not prevent the sale of any public or private

i B

bonds at less than the cost thereof to the fund; however, all losses not offset by
all gains, shall be repaid to the fund from the interest and dividends earned there-
after. The net interest and dividends arising from the investment thereof shall be
distributed to the different school districts of the state in proportion to the num-
ber of scholars in each district between the ages of five and twenty-one years. No
such investment shall be made until approved by a poard of investment consisting of
the governor, the state auditor, the state treasurer, the secretary of state, and
the attorney general, who are hereby constituted a state board of investment for

the purpose of administering and directing the investment of all state funds

The state board of investment shall not permit the fund to be used for the
underwriting or direct purchase of municipal securities from the issuer or his agent.




Sec. 2. An amendment to Artiele VIII, Section 6, is hereby proposed, which
section when amended shall read as follows

Sec. 6. The permanent university fund of this state may be loaned to or in-
vested in the bonds of any county, school district, cibty, town, or village of this
state and in first mortgage loans secured upon improved and cultivated farm lands
of this state, but no such investment or loan shall be made until approved by the
board of commissioners designated by law to regulate the investment of the permanent
school fund and the permenent university fund of this state; nor shall such loan or
investment be made when the bonds to be issued or purchased would make the entire
bonded indebtedness exceed 15 percent of the assessed valuation of the taxable pro-
perty of the ecounty, school distriet, ecity, town, or village issuing such bonds; nor
shall any such farm loan or LanbthHi be made when such investment or loan would
exceed 30 percent of the actual cash value of the farm land mortgaged to secure said
investment; nor shall such investments or loans be made at a lower rate of interest
than two percent per annum, nor for a shorter period than one year nor for a
period than 30 years and no change of the town, school district, cii v1llﬂ
county lines shall relieve the real property in such town, ol
village, or city in this state at the time of issuing such bonds from any liability
for taxation to pay such bonds

Sec. 3. Artiele VIII, Sections 3, 4, 6, 7, and 8 are renumbered 2,
and 7, respectively; and old sections 2 and 5 are repealed

Sec. 4. This proposed amendment shall be submitted

approval or rejection at the general election for the year

vided by law. The ballots used at the election shall have
"8hall the Constitution of the State of Minnesota, Article
2, 5, and 6, be amended to consolidate the swamp land fund t )
anent school fund; making the fund lvﬂated thereby, perpetual, and d
tributing the net interest and dividends arising Irvm the investment
of to the different school districts of the state in proportion to tl
nurber of scholars in each district between the ages of five d
one years; and authorizing the investment of not mors than 20 per
thereof in certain corporate stocks and not more than 40 percent
of in certain corporate bonds, subject to limitaticns to
by law, to secure the maximum return thereon consistent
tenance of the perpetuity of the fund?

Approved May 19,




Proposed Amendment
Number Two - 1962 General Election
EXTRA SESSION H.F. No. 76, CHAPTER No. 99

AN ACT

PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE IX, SECTIONS 5, 6, and 7

OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA; PERMITTING THE
STATE TO INCUR INDEBTEDNESS FOR CERTAIN PURPOSES: AND REPEAL-
ING ARTICLE IX, SECTION 14, OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE
OF MINNESOTA.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. An amendment to Article IX, Sections 5, 6, and 7 of the Constitu-
tion of the state of Minnesota is hereby proposed to the people of the state for
their approval or rejection, which sections when amended shall read as follows

Sec. 5. The state shall never be a party in carrying on works of internal
improvements, except as authorized by this Constitution, but it may levy an excise
tax upon any substance, material, fluid, force, or other means or instrumentality,
or the business of dealing in, selling, or producing any or all thereof, used or
useful, in producing or generating power for propelling motor or other vehicles used
on the public highways of this state, and shall place the proceeds of such tax in
the highway user tax distribution fund provided for in this Constitution, and further
except in cases where grants of land or other property shall have been made to the
state, especially dedicated by the grant to specific purposes, and in such cases
the state shall devote thereto the avails of such grants, and may pledge or appro-
priate the revenues derived from such works in aid of their completion.

Sec. 6. Subdivision 1. The state may contract public debts, for which its
full faith, credit, and taxing powers may be pledged, at such times and in such
manner as shall be authorized by law, but only for the purposes and subject to the
conditions stated in this section.

Subd. 2. Public debt may be comtracted:

(a) for the acquisition and betterment of public land and buildings and other
public improvements of a capital nature, and to provide moneys to be appropriated
or loaned to any agency or political subdivision of the state for such purposes;
provided any law authorizing such debt is adopted by the vote of at least three
fifths of the members of each branch of the legislature;

(b) as authorized in any other section or article of this Constitution;
(¢) for temporary borrowing as authorized in subdivision 3;

(d) for refunding outstanding bonds of the state or any of its agencies,
whether or not the full faith and credit of the state has been pledged for the pay-
ment of such bonds; and for refunding certificates of indebtedness authorized by
the legislature prior to January 1, 1963

Subd. 3. As authorized by law, certificates of indebtedness may be issued
during each biennium, commencing .gn July 1 in each odd-numbered year and ending on
and including June 30 in the next odd-numbered year, in anticipation of the collec-
tion of taxes levied for and other revenues appropriated to any fund of the state
for expenditure during that biennium.




o shall be issued with respect to any fund when the amount
thereof with in ,st thereon to maturity, added to the then outstanding certifi
cates against tne same fund and interest thereon to maturity, will exceed the then
unexpended balance of all moneys which will be credited to that fund during the
biennium under existing laws; except that the maturities of any such certificates
may be extended by refunding to a date not later than December 1 of the first full
calendar year following the biennium in which such certificates were issued. If
moneys on hand in any fund are not sufficient to pay all non-refunding certificates
of indebtedness issued on such fund during any biennium and all certificates refund-
ing the same, plus interest thereon, which are outstanding on December 1 immediately
following the close of such h;;rn“;ﬁ the state auditor shall levy upon all taxable
property in the state a tax collectible in the then ensuing year sufficient to pay
the same on or before December 1 of such ensuing year, with interest to the date or
dates of payment

No such ¢
'J

Subd. 4. Public debt other than certificates of indebtedness authorized in

subdivision 3 shall be evidenced by the issuance of the bonds of this state All
bonds issued under the provisions of this section shall mature within not more than
20 years from their respective dates of issue, and each law authorizing the issuance
of such bonds shall distinetly specify the purpose or purposes thereof and the max-
imum amount of the proceeds authorized to be expended for each purpose. The state
treasurer shall maintain a separate and special state bond fund on his official books
and records, and when the full faith and credit of the state has been pledged for
the payment of such bonds the state auditor shall levy each year on all taxable
property within the state a tax sufficient, with the balance then on hand in said
fund, to pay all principal and interest on state bonds issued under the provisions
of this section, due and to become due within the then ensuing year and tc and in-
cluding July 1 in the second ensuing year The legislature may by law appropriate
funds from any source to the state bond fund, and the amount of moneys actually

received and on hand pursuant to such appropriations prior to the levy of such tax
in any year, shall be used fo reduce the amount of tax otherwise required to be
levied.

Sec. 7. The state shall never contract yublie debt, unless in time of war
to repel invasion or suppress insurrection, pt in the cases and in the manner
provided and referred to in the sixth section of t 't ..b‘ﬁ]ﬁ Public debt includes
any obligation payable directly, in whole or i 1 a tax of te-wide appli—
cation on any class of property, income, tran saction or pr lege, | ]
include any obligation which is payable from revenues other than taxes

Sec. 2 Minnesota Constitution, Ar

Sec. 3 This proposed ameridment shall be submittied to the people of
for their approval or rejection at the general election for the year 1962,
manner provided by law for the submission of amendments to the Constitution.
votes thereon shall be counted, canvassed, and the results proclaimed as prov
by law. The ballots used at the election shall have printed thereon the following:

ded

"Shall Article IX, Section 14 of the Constitution of the state of Minne-
sota be repealed and Article IX, Sections 5, 6, and 7 be amended to allow
the state to incur indebtedness for temporary borrowing, and to incur
indebtedness payable within 20 years for the acquisition and betterment
of public lands and buildings and cother public improvements of a capital
nature when authorized by a three fifths vote of each branch of the leg-
islature?

Yes,

No. .
Approved June 10, 1961.




Proposed Amendment
Number Three - 1962 General Election

EXTRA SESSION H.F. No. 153, CHAPTER No. 100

AN ACT

PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE IV, SECTION 1,
OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA
RELATING TO THE TIME AND LENGTH OF LEGISLATIVE
SESSIONS.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA

Section 1. There is hereby proposed an amendment to the Constitu-
ion of the State- of Minnesota, Article IV, Section 1, so that the sec
ion will read as follows:

Section 1., The legislature shall consist of the Senate and House
of Representatives. The senate shall be composed of members elected for
a term of four years and the house of representatives shall be composed
of members elected for a term of two years by the qualified voters at
the general election.

The legislature shall meet at the seat of government in regular
session in each odd numbered year at the time prescribed by law for a
term not exceeding 120 legislative days; and no new bill shall be intro-
duced in either branch, except on the written request of the Governor,
during the last 30 days of such sessions.

A special session of the legislature may be called as otherwise
provided by this constitution

Sec. 2. This proposed amendment shall be submitted to the voters
for approval or rejection at the general election for the year 1962 in
the manner provided by law. The ballots used at the election shall have
printed thereon:

'Shall the Constitution of the State of Minnesota, Article IV,
Section 1, be amended so that the regular session of the legis-
lature will not be limited to 90 days but will be held in odd
numbered years at the time preseribed by law, and for a term
not exceeding 120 legislative days?

Approved June 10, 1961
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA
to be voted on at the GENERAL ELECTION on November 6, 1962

AMENDMENT NO. 1 —- TRUST FUND AMENDMENT.

/ ]
J

This amendment would allow the Btete to invest two of the State Trust Funds (Pemmenent

School Fund and Swampland Fund) in a greater variety of investments, in order to increase )
earnings which help to support public schools. The State Investment Board (Governor, -
Attorney-General, Treasurer, Auditor, and Secretary of State) could invest up to 40% of these
funds in corporate stock and up to 20% in high grade common stock, as well as in the federal,
state, and municipal bonds to which they are currently restricted. In addition, the, tyo
| Funds would be combined and/the interest from both funds would goato the public schodls.
\\Currently, the intergst from the Swampland Fund has been divided among a great number of
State institutionsp  The principal of ‘the Funds must not be spent, but investments may be
sold at a loss if the earnings are used to replenish the losses. Costs of administering
the Tunde are to be deducted from the esrnings. Approximate principal and earnings in 1961
for the two Funde were:

Fund Principal Barnings

Permanent School 230 million 75 million

Swampland 30 million $800,000

The other two State Trust Funds, the Permanent University Fund and the Internal Improve-

ment Land Fund, would not be affected by this amendment.

AMENDMENT NO, 2 -~ STATE IEBT AMENDMENT.

This smendment would remove the present constitutional debt limit of $250,000. It would
legalize the present debt of nearly 200 million dollars, and it would allow the planned 33
million-dollar Btate building program to proceed. Current methods of financing debt were
ruled unconstitutional by the State Supreme Court in 1960; therefore, a debt amendment is
needed to legalize the State's current debt, as well as to allow additional borrowing. The
amendment does not include a new debt limit, nor does it require a voter referendum each
time the Leglslature proposes to borrow. However, it does demand & 3/5 majority in each
house of the Legislature on laws involving borrowing and it does require that the purpose
for borrowing be stated. Purposes for debt permitted by the amendment are:

. To acquire &nd improve public land andbuildings
. To loan to sub-divisions of the State

. For temporary borrowing

+ TFor refunding bonds

. For emergencies

Bonds must be repaid within 20 years. If this amendment fails to pass, authorities
believe the State mey not proceed with building plans or other capital expenditures until
snother debt amendment is approved, which could be no sooner than November 196k,

AMENDMENT NO. 3 -- LENGTH OF SESSION AMENDMENT.

This smendment would permit the Legislature to stay in session 120 legislative days
every other year, instead of restricting the sessions to the present 90 legislative days
every other year. In addition, new bhils could not e introduced during the last 30 days
of the session except at the request of the Governmor. This amendment is in response to the
Legislature's recent need for special sessions to complebe its work. In 1959, the length
of the session totaled 138 legislative days and,in 1961, the total was 108 legislative dayd.
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: M v LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
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M

O SUBJECT Amendments DATE 6/i5/62

FROM:  Rebarts MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA

Should we lel Uhe local loagues kuow somehow the officisl ballot titles for the
thyee proposed constituftional amandments as ammowncsd by the sscretary of state? I had

& cail yesterday Irom Jdina wanting Lo lugw - she was preparing an article for the paper.

Az on the press relsase we gob this week:
INVESTMENT OF TRUST PUNDS FOR SCHOULS (first amendment)
STATE DEBT AUTHORITY - BUILDINGS AND OTHER PURPOSES (second amendment)

# 120 DAY LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS (third amendment)







For Ilmmediate Belesase

’

Y R NPT
PURLLS RO L AL UL AVEER L

Secretary of OState Joseph L. Donovan today sannounced
gelection of officisl ballot titles for the taree proposed
indnents 0 be voted on this fall., The
appear on the Hovembar 0 General Hlect~
ion Ballot
l‘iﬁl:‘{ﬂ; Amendme '1"\".;,

{gecong amancment), and

*d amendment ).

The propeosed first amendment, if adopted, will enable
the state to consvlidate certain school funds apd e invest
them in securitises bearing a higher rate of return than was
formerly the case. The second amendment would remove the
$250,000 debt limit and permit the state to incur indebted-
neas for buildings and otheyr capital improvements upon a
three-fifths voete of sach house of the legis
third amendment would permit the state leg
it De deemed necessary, €0 remaln in session up to

days replacing the presen O 4 1init.

¥
v 4

"In the interest of enlightened participation in

the Hovember O Ceneral Election," Secretary Donovan

suggested "voters might profitably inform themselves

farther regarding these amendments.”™




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
15th and WASHINGTON AVES. S.E.

FROM: MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA

SUBJECT A iy d oibeass Al DATE 6 /26,

/62
ei'i‘e.,t mawejﬁmmc proposed to Constitution, Nove 64 I

Mr, MoTver of dthe office
office lste Monday afterncon wi

of enendmentse

He reguested the Ieagfie's criticlem of wording of ac Fesy d 1und -:_.=--,-':1 d lability,
"beoouse Lecmie kmows so much sbout this" and "we have studied your meberisil in the

preparation of this infeorna

H v have i%
He wa.nte 5, 2all todav. ¥

o I L PR Yok 4€ e P . nre. there w :
gtudie Be said, it was going bo prass ftoaay, but 1 o foumd errors, there wuld

be tiue '-‘ 92 changeit in the nmo: corracting stage.

Will you look at it? Who slsa?







TO: Dorothy Anderson, Grace Wilson, Mary McGee and Audry Cochrane
J s ¥

FROM: Ann Duff
SUBJECT: Amendment campaign

state
I shall be contacting the following organizations having conventions in the Twin
Cities during KSeptember or Octoberd I would have much happier hunting if I
had the name of a local League member active or with a husband active in the
following organizations:

Minn., National Guard (this is a rush one, give me a phone call if you know
of any LWV member with a husband active here = GR 5-9189)

Minn, Nurses Assn, - do we have a member nursing now or who's kept in touveh???

Minn, Corrections Assn.

American War Mothers, Minnesota chapter

Minn. Assn. of Mutual Agents

Minn., Society of Architects

54th Pioneer Infantry Vetrans Assn., Minn. ch.

Minn, State Hairdressers & Cosmetologists

Independent Bankers of Minn,

Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen & Ladies Auxiliary, Minn,

Minn. Telephone Assn. (are the Voters Service chairmen of either city toying
with the Wught of KEHYEY/L/{ Remember the Amendments inserts for telephone
or electric bills = or wrapped around the bread or on the shopping bags or
anything??7? Wilma Davidson is stretching her mind a bit on this but I've
been out of town and don't seem to know what's currently happening so
thought I might do a bit of coordinating. Let me know if any of you have
any words of advice, wisdom, counsel etc.

Love,

Ann




M T10: ¥iima
| LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
E T Sd 1969 15th and WASHINGTON AVES. S.E.

M

<:) SUBJECT Amendments 8/2h/62

FROM: Ann MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA

Is anything cdoking on the vtilities front?7?? The inserts for the light
bills, ges bills etec.7? What brought it to mind was my persuing of the
convention listing ~ Minn, Telephone Assn, convening in St. Paul Sept 268,
arrangements may, Keith Vogt Ca 2-8345. I'm not sure but intuition tells
me they are lots of swell independent out-state operators, W¥Weid do muech
better with N¥W Bell but perhaps both can be donel?17




LEAGUE OF WOMEN YOTERS OF MINNESOTA
15th and WASHINGTON AVES. S.E.
MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA
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15th and WASHINGTON AVES. S.E.
FROM: MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA

O SUBJECT
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15th and WASHINGTON AVES. S.E.

FROM: MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA
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TO:-
et LEAGUE OF WOMEN YOTERS OF MINNESOTA

Mrgn. 15th and WASHINGTON AVES. SE.

R A e P TRALE S T MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA
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SUBJECT "“ Vs on ¢ . DATE




Patty, Wilma, Grace, Dorothy 8/25/62
Amendment Annie
ECT: Addendum to 8/24 memo re 200 state newspapers - after I received
Patty's rough draft of letter to accompany mailing

Very good letter - nice easy style, cordial and competent., Two possible suggestions:
1) might we place stress more on Voters Service rather than Organization??? and

2) would it be wise not to amsume there will be a League shrotly in their town
since only 25 of these 200 could even possibly by the most violent stretching of
our organizational requirements re size of town, ability to support a League etec.
only 25 out of 200 could ever have a League in their town,

If I had my choice, but I know it's more work and expense to personalize, I'd give
individual treatment toc each of the 20 or so towns where we hope to some day have a
League = individual letters to each editor or most prominent local contact we have
there vsing what we know of their special interests, suggesting a possible way to

use an inclosure and using Fatty's letter stressing organizetion. Then in the other
180 or so letters, I'd do a mimeographed job, saying nothing about organization (drop
the Voter inclosure etc.) and stress Voters Service only,

Perhaps this is too major a revision of an slready decided Board decision and if 80,
please just skip it. I always feel that charachers who miss Board meetings should
just keep their yaps shut on decisions already arrived at, but perhaps these proposed
revisions in the 200 paper mailing could not be considered too drastic a revision.

Love & Kisses, Ann
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TO: Lersthy, Am, Patty, Wilma Ve
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
15th and WASHINGTON AVES. S.E.
MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA

Y.

RROM:  Tired Staff

SUBJECT Balists DATE $/7/6& = 3100 peie

Wo checluadl with the Jearelary of SvaieYs office tedsy and the ballcte

on iy which the coustiiabiongl auendmenss #ili be gristed for the General Hlecticm WL

be pink

T,

teap A - ) wuds i (T 4 " . - T TR ST =y i ¢ 4 Rl AR T o
fhe facainl s that wo had Jur the TV prugeas were bDlus. This is requiren Ly Low
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
0 ) 15th and WASHINGTON AVES. S.E.
FROM: %z’/u"?»u' - MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA
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)73-ﬁ959

September 6, 1962

Hr. J. E. Olson

General Commercial Managey
orthwestern Bell Telephone Company
224 South Pifth Street

Hinneapolis, Minnesots

Dear My, Olgont!

The League of Yomen Voters wishes to ezll %o
of all electors the faect that they are exected to vote on
three mmenduments to the state eonstitution st the genersl
r’] ection in November. Many voters do not kmow that: IF YOU

VOTE ON THN AVENIMENTS, YOU ANF VOUING AGAI

the attention

to

:'.ie,g .,ontf _’.:J n,r;...-.t..-n-mn;.., from the uelmr-t,ne com g.;;,y,

I an enclosing the non-partisan broadside prepared by the
Leagne of Vomen Voters of Minnesota . This broadside briefly
deserides each of the three amendments, and ie the type of
information which we feel every voter sheuld have before he

&

the polls ‘lso enclesed, for your information, is
X votera service sheet with information sbout

Minnegota

3incevely yours,

Mes. E. C. Davidson
Voters Service Chalrmen

2510 Xylen Avenue
Minneapolie 26, Minnesota




g NORTHWESTERN BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY

224 SOUTH FIFTH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS 2, MINNESOTA
Area Code 612
Telephone 334-5277

J. E. OLSON
General Commercial Manager September 12, 1962

Mrs. E. C. Davidson
2510 Xylon Avenue
Minneapolis 26, Minnesota

Dear Mrs. Davidson:

Thank you for your letter of September 6 regarding
publicity in "Telenews'" on the three proposed amendments
to our State Constitution.

I am sure you understand that there must be limitations
on the content of this piece as we receive many requests
regularly which we are unable to grant.

We have carefully considered your request, however,
and are happy to tell you that we will include an item on it
in the "Telenews" which will be included with telephone bills
mailed to our customers in October.

It is our hope that in this way we will help call to
the attention of the voting public this important matter.

Sincerely yours,

= Ju O son
General Commercial Manager




n, Derothy,

ivana and Vabaptbs

FROM:

SUBJECT

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
15th and WASHINGTON AVES. S.E.
MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA

aante

Yoters Service/Asends

Herevith the cartoon

end the 5ffize (I dom?

k it 1a somethat

o our

attention

& e

U )
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it
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 nowl) Ann, I tried to squeeze % o on one Pege
iden 1¢ simpatieos, porheps

amorsial Manager,
FiE on the three porp
item on 4t in the T
customers in ©
of the voting

$ifying, 1 Shink.

Ann, I would like more-experienced opinions before my little work of art is aired
to the First National Bank's Mr. Moore, if you don't mind.




October 1, 1962

Hr., Allen H, Moore, Vice Fresident
¥irst Mational Bank of Winneapolis
120 Sewth 6th Street

Minnespolis, Minnesota

Daar Mr. Hoorel

Tnelosed are copies of three publications by the league of
Woman Voters of Minneseta, which have boeen designed %o stimlate intersst
in the sonstitutional amendments and to enchurage all citizems %o vote on
the amendments, as they will be presented at the Nevember 6 election.

The League aporeciates your cooperation and interest in voters
service. You may use these pieces in any way you vish, Additional copiea
ave svailable. “Vote Yes Three Timesz Hov. 6" 49 ineluded for your infor-
mation, as an interpretation of the lLeague's support position for all three
amendments.

Very truly yours.

Mrs. 2. 2. Davidson
Voters Service Chsiruan

Trnelosed!
"Tote Yes Three Times Nov. 6%
"The Rlection Paradox”
"Gonaftitutional Anendments in Frief”




Sent to 185 edilors in towns were we have no league. Inclosed either V.S. flyer cr Vote Yes
5 Times brochure and theduly-August Voter.

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

1ISTH AND WASHINGTON AVENUES S.E., MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA FE B8-8791

October 4, 1962

Dear Sir:

As a newspaper editor we know you are interested in
promoting good government and the best interests of the state
of Minnesota. We hope that the enclosed pamphlet on the amend-
ments will be of interest to you.

As you know, it is always difficult to secure the passage
of amendments to the state constitution and the League of Women
Voters feels that the passage of these three amendments in the
coming election in November is imperative to the continued
efficient functioning of the state.

League members throughout the state, some 5,000 of them,
have studied the content of the amendments and have come to a
consensus in favor of support of all three. Both political
parties are supporting passage of the amendments as well as
interested citizen groups throughout the state.

We sincerely hope that you will do what you can in your
paper and in your community to interest people in the amend-
ments and by understanding their intent and content, encourage
them to vote their passage in November. Because the passage
of an amendment requires a majority of all those voting in the
election, a failure to vote on the amendments constitutes a
negative vote.

Thank you for your interest and help.
Very truly yours,
FUE ST
bﬂ,k% NG
s. 0. H. Anderson
President

Affiliated with the League of Women Voters of the United States




TO:

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
N - 15th and WASHINGTON AVES. S.E.
MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA

FROM:

SUBJECT




CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS IN BRIEF-
to be voted on November 6, 1962

ﬂme#dmwz’ % / -Trust Fund Amendment

This amendment would allow the State to invest two of the State Trust Funds (Permanent School Fund and
Swampland Fund) in a greater variety of securities, in order to increase earnings which help to support public
schools. The State Investment Board (Governor, Attorney General, Treasurer, Auditor and Secretary of State)
could invest up to 40% of these Funds in corporate bonds and up o 20% in high grade preferred and common
stock. It could continue to invest in Federal, State and Municipal Bonds under more realistic provisions.

The two Funds would be combined and all net income from both Funds would go to the public schools. Te
date the interest from the Swampland Fund has been divided, half going to a great number of state insti-
tutions, half to the public schools.

The amendment also would permit the sale of old, low-interest government bonds, even if a loss is involved,
in order to buy higher-interest-earning bonds. Should losses to the principal occur, they would be offset
through established reserves resulting from the increased earnings. The principal of the Funds cannot be
spent, only the earnings. Approximate principal and earnings in 1961 for the two Funds were:

Fund Principal Earnings

Permanent School $230 million $7% million
Swampland $ 30 million $800,000

Not affected by the amendment are two Funds: the Internal Improvement Land Fund, totalling less than 1/2
million, and the Permanent University Fund, currently accorded the latitude provided by the amendment.

Wmendment Vo. E -State Debt Amendment

This amendment would remove the present unrealistic constitutional debt limit of $250,000. It would allow the
planned 33 million-dollar state building program to proceed. Continued borrowing in excess of the present
debt, now aggregating 192 million, is unconstitutional according to the State Supreme Court. Therefore, a debt
amendment is needed to legalize additional borrowing. The amendment does not include a new debt limit,
nor does it require a voter referendum each time the Legislature proposes to borrow.

it does require that bonds be repaid within 20 years, that a 3/5 majority in each house of the Legislature ap-
prove appropriation acts involving borrowing, and that the purpose for borrowing be stated. Purposes for
which debt may be incurred are:

1. To acquire and improve public land and buildings 3. For temporary borrowing
2. To loan to sub-divisions of the state, 4. For refunding bonds
presumably distressed school districts 5. For emergencies

The amendment would permit the state to do nothing that it has not been doing by legal subterfuge. If this
amendment fails to pass, authorities believe the state may not proceed with building plans or other capital
expenditures until another debt amendment is approved, which could be no sooner than November, 1964.

Amendment Vo. 5 -Length of Session Amendment

This amendment would permit the Legislature to stay in session 120 legislative days every other year, instead
of 90 days. In addition, new bills could not be introduced during the last 30 days of the session (20 days now)
except at the request of the Governor. This amendment is in response to the Legislature’s recent need for spe-
cial sessions to complete its work. In 1959 the length of the regular session plus the special session totaled
138 legislative days, and in 1961 the total was 108 legislative days.

IF YOU FAIL TO VOTE ON THE AMENDMENTS,
YOU ARE VOTING AGAINST THE AMENDMENTS.

Presented as a public service by the
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA, 15th and Washington Avenues S.E., Minneapolis 14, Minnesota

060162  45Ebe Price 50¢ Per 100




League of Women Voters of Minnesota, 15th & Washington S.L., Minneapolis 14, Minn.
Phone 373-2959 092462CCCC - 2¢

THE ELECTION PARADOX
IF YOU DON'T VOTE, YOUR VOTE WON'T COUNT! BULE e B
IF YOU DON'T VOTE ON THE AMENDMENTS, YOUR VOTE WILL COUNT--
AS A '"NO" VOTE!
Do you know that 13 million Minnesotans || Are there amendments this year?
voted in 1960, but nearly 300,000 failed There are 3 . . and every /

to vote on the amendments? voter should know what they are! //

Number 1 would allow the State to \

the unrealistic \
debt limit and allow the statg_?uildiqg
program to proceed. =

change the investment of its Trust
Funds to increase public school support

Hﬂ_ﬁh-jrijﬁ“\l///’#’f’ I'd like to know
§é:j:zh\\_ more about this—
o5 \
— / si W

St - \

_Q%é

Number 3 would permit the Legislature Every cualified citizen has the

to stay in session 120 days and decrease and the responsibility to vote. If
the need for special sessions. —1| you don't vote, your vote won't count!
\\h“hﬂngﬁﬁ‘\ It's 90 days now,

I remember - -

If you don't vote on the amendments,

And if we vote by
your vote WILL count--as a "NO"vote!

machine, the amendments
will be at the top of

——

If we vote by paper ballot:\
the three amendments will
appear on a separate pink
sheet . - i ;




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
15th and WASHINGTON AVES. S.E.
MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA
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RO s e TV oA 8,
ranetie, Feggy, lrene LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
STATE ORGANIZATION SERVICE
FROM: i UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
HALY R MeGoy MINNEAPOLIS 4, MINNESOTA
PHONE: 373-2959

SUBJECT




TO.’ Ammette and M " A i
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

STATE ORGANIZATION SERVICE

FROM: Pacey UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
i MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55455

PHONE: 373-2959

SUBJECT ap

We Bold
parties 1 sizeable order to Archer-Daniels.s In 1960 we sold esround 824000,
My one P : o e tn cdonnss Prom the loosl lLeasuss
is - (0 we want

than ususl time T the lesgues ~ to start -‘T'i*n.ing‘.f [ think we would

ection
t's & slower
gtill

have tc‘ e: 11'"‘.,9 10W rr.--'auy over the actual amount ordered we were going to need

because it apreurs that leagues frecuently placed or

more subsequent orders.




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
STATE ORGANIZATION SERVICE
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

FROME Sl s Tt o Saaios
y Ann McCoy MINNEAPOLIS 4, MINNESOTA
PHONE: 373-2959

SUBJECT




FROM: Mary

SUBJECT

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
STATE ORGANIZATION SERVICE

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

MINNEAPOLIS 4, MINNESOTA

PHONE: 373-2959




. TO:
M LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
E STATE ORGANIZATION SERVICE
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

M

(:) SUBJECT \NsSwers, answers

FROMI: CEEY
; MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55455
PHONE: 373-9959

you asked for with the league assig
¢ suit you, change it any way you like. The

don't handle these questionnaires. They

tion from them. Well, they can do it
permissiony but I don't imagine this will be done this year
I guess the enclosed letters answer most of the guesti i
other memo, We will do some checking with Jund on the cost
& 2 color broadside in the next day or two., Has anyone tossed
out a possible number you might be ordering?
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Gonstitution of the State
) 1
YOUR vote
Here are the Constituti al Amendments in brief
November

Amendment No.

Iron ore mining has heon axed b - ial rmulas ir ﬂ’ nesota resu ing in a
constitutional amendment i 922 establishing Jce L Tax in place of Minne-
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TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT

and office
Baty Ruky snd o LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA
STATE ORGANIZATION SERVICE
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

Julie
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55455
PHONE: 373-9959

flyer - amendment II promotionpaTp July 3

5

ey

I switched things around a little, I don't know if it is any more interesting
or not, Do whatever you wish with it. The seeond sentence of the last previsiom

ean come out if you want te shorten it.

I bave nlso sent a copy to the office and you can cheek it over with them.

Mary
I want to uss a little box in the July-Aug. Voter on Women Voters Week - we
only have space for a small item slerting the membership to start making =nd

to look for plsns to celebrste the ocession. Okay?









WV of Minnesota, State Organization Service, Us of M,
July 1964 Minneapolis, Minn. 55455

The IWV of orders

amendment broadsides. They will be available in early
September and will be mailed to:

Name

Address

PLEASE RETURN POSTCARD TO STATE OFFICE BY AUGUST 24th.




gp 14 1964

o

I)I?IJ DEMOCRATIC FARMER LABOR STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEE

Chairman
GEORGE FARR

Chairwoman
MRS. BETTY KANE
701 ?9T¥;i°.".": Terrafe

polis a9,

National Committeeman
COMNGRESSMAN JOHN BLATNIK
Washington 25, D. C.

National Committeewoman
MRS.GERI JOSEPH

5 Red Cedar Lane
Minneapolis, Minnesota

First Vice Chairman

ROBERT E. HESS

5351 Hugo Road

White Bear Loke 10, Minnesota

First Vice Chairwoman

MRS. MARILYN GORLIN

2200 Regent Avenue North
Mir polis 22, Mi t

Second Vice Chairman
ARDEN DAHL
Tracy, Minnesota

Second Vice Chairwoman
MRS. DOROTHY PASSER
2412 E, 5th 5t.

Duluth 12, Minnesota

Third Vice Chairman
JOHN DABLOW

307 South Birch
Cambridge, Minnesota

Third Vice Chairwoman
MRS, BETTY HAYENGA
1567 North Dunlap
St. Paul, Minnesota

Secretary

DR. WILLIAM KUBICEK
Staff Housa No. ¢
Rosemount, Minnesota

Treasurer

KINGSLEY HOLMAN
10262 York Lane
Minneapolis 31, Minnasota

Members at Large
L. 3. LEE

Bagley, Minnesota
MRS. KAY MNEE

219 Logan Parkway
Fridley, Minnesota

MARGARET THOMPSON
College Apartments G-5
Rochester, Minnesota

MORRIS SHEPPARD
Madison Lake, Minnesota

Executive Secretary
JAMES PEDERSONMN

Public Relations Director
FRANCIS HORRIGAN

1637 Hennepin Avenue - Minneapolis 3, Minnesota - Phone 335-9421

September 10, 1964

Mrs, William Whiting, President
League of Women Voters of Minnesota
Social Science Building

University of Minnesota
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Dear Mrs. Whiting:

The broadsides which we used two years ago were distributed
at our state and county fairs, Since the fair season has
ended, we will not be needing a supply for this year,

Thank you very much for offering them to us,

Sincerely,




YOUR VOTE MAKES A DIFFERENCE. ..

“Shall the Constitution of the State of Minnesota be amended by . . . ?”

YOUR VOTE WILL DECIDE.
Here are the Constitutional Amendments to be voted on November 3, 1964.

Emendment o. 7 - Taxation of Taconite and Other Metals

Iron ore mining has been taxed by special formulas in Minnesota resulting in a constitutional amendment in
1922 establishing an Occupation Tax in place of Minnesota Corporation Income Taxes. Taconite is the name
given the basic lowgrade iron formation in Minnesota. It is made usable through a multi-step process resulting
is concentrated iron pellets suitable for shipping and use in blast furnaces.
This amendment would prohibit for 25 years change or repeal of the 1963 Legislature’s law declaring the
state’s policy on certain of the taxes paid by companies mining taconite and semi-taconite iron ores.
This statute states in brief that the combined occupation, royalty, and excise taxes on taconite and
semi-taconite shall not exceed the greater (a) the amount payable under 1963 laws or (b) the amount
payable under laws which apply to manufacturing corporations.
In other words taconite companies may be taxed as presently, or if the Legislature determines in the
future that the corporate income tax would yield more money, it could require the taconite companies
to pay the higher of the two taxes.
Taxes imposed in place of property taxes, including the taconite production tax and special assessments
passed by the legislature will not be affected by this amendment.
This amendment would also authorize the legislature to limit taxes for 25 years on mining and production of
copper, copper-nickel and nickel.

Emendment 7o.Z - Removal of Obsolete Provisions from the

State Constitution

This amendment directs voters’ attention to out-of-date language in Articles IV, V and VII of the State Consti-
tution and orders its removal.
Specific instructions concerning early state and general elections would be removed from the statement
of the official year. Reference to salaries of legislators for the first session would be removed.
Language requiring a state census in 1865 and every tenth year thereafter would be removed; federal
census figures are used in legislative apportionment. Reference to “Indians not taxable” would be removed
since Indians are now included in census figures used to determine legislative districts.
Provision for appointment of a “state librarian” would be removed because the state law librarian is
appointed by the Supreme Court under the Judiciary Amendment of 1956.
Provisions restricting the use of income from the Internal Improvement Land Fund until popular vote
thereon would be removed; a popular vote in 1884 authorized the use of these funds.

This amendment would repeal Section 26 of Article IV since members of the U.S. Senate are now elected by
the people according to Amendment 17 of the U.S. Constitution. It would also repeal Section 87 of Article
VIl thereby granting women the right to vote in all elections in accordance with Amendment 19 of the U.S.
Constitution.

Since these eight provisions are all concerned with one subject, the subject being obsolete material, they are
being considered in one amendment. Passage of time, lack of use, and later or Federal laws have made these
provisions no longer necessary, and approval of the voters is sought to remove them from the Constitution.

IF YOU FAIL TO VOTE ON THE AMENDMENTS
YOU ARE VOTING AGAINST THE AMENDMENTS

It's YOUR vote that counts in ‘64. <

Presented as a public service by the
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MINNESOTA

G State Organization Service, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
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