


A SHORT HISTORY OF
THE ENCLOSED COLLECTION OF WWI MEMORABILIA

from the estate of Edward A. Ruttger, Pvt. Ist Class

THE TRIP FROM FRANCE
TO AMERICA - JULY 1919

AND ITS RETURN TO FRANCE
80 YEARS LATER
JUNE 1999

These items are returned to France for the study & the enjoyment of all
who are interested in WWI history. Included are original military
documents, map of Ruttger’s travels in France, an original pictorial copy
of the Victory Edition of the Stars and Stripes (the official newspaper of
the AEF), many photos & postcards, and other items collected by Ruttger.
However, many of the pictures are now of very poor quality as well as
being very small. Most have been enlarged to make it easier to see
details, with the original photo attached. Some may be of no significance,
but | would rather not make that determination. Others are simply
picturesque scenes which were typical of the times & the area. As other
items are found in Ruttger estate papers in America, and which relate to
this collection, they will be sent to Gievres to be added to this unit.

From the daughter of Edward Ruttger, Shirlee Ruttger Bates



in September 1988, | inherited this collection of memorabilia dating to the time my father was
stationed with the Army in France during WWI. Father had died 6 vears sarfier. Our mother had
moved from their home and my oider brother, Ray, took the little black suitcase with its French
Collection to store in s basement. The old wartime souvenirs had alwayvs been kept in this small
case that went with my dad wherever they lived. (And that was 11 different residences throughout
fis ifetime!}. But now, for years the case with its precious memories, had been in 2 basement and
aimost forgotten.

then, in January 1988, my brother Ray died very unexpectediy. kight months later, when cleaning
out the basement, his wife Tound father’s litte biack case of WW| items & calied me aboutit, |
drove 130 miles north to get the suitcase & review its contents. {here were many postcards and
pictures of cities & towns throughout France whers he had traveled, the military camp at
Chenonceaux, the people of the towns & villages, groups of soldiers, river scenes, pictures &
posicards showing devastating war damage o many towns & villages. Thers ware French coins,
military papers, letters & cards o family, and cther mementos dating to kd's Army days of 1918-
1818, From tme 1o tme over the vears, my father would get out that little case and reminisce
about those days, repeating stories about the camp, their work, his escapades, the songs, his
homesickness, the French people who visited on Sundays, and always referring 1o this period as the
most exciting time of his life.

in 1892, my husband Sam & | returned to France to see again the area of my father's Army days,
but this time, 10 “retrace some of his footsteps™ of WWI. We wers introduced 1o the wonderful ,
peopie of the Chenonceaux, Gievres & the surrounding areas by our hosts, Monsieur & Mme.

Clament. We leamed of | : . 3l many monumenis 1o

honor the service of the Americans to the French Nation. in 1998 when Jeanne Chemier visited with

us in Minneapolis Minnesota, we offerad this collection 1o the mussum in Gievres where she and so !
many others had worked hard to preserve these memories. | feel my father would be very |
honored 0 have these materials come back to France in 1999, 80 vears after he first brought

them to America. | have a feeling that sometime in the future, other Ruttger descendants will also

return here to visit the museum, to meet & feel the warmth of the people, and to see this

collection of a devoted soldier who grew to love your country.






2-21-1918 uetterson Barracks, Mo.
to brother: Dear Bill Well we are still here
but expect a big shipout soon. Say write
and let me know whether you got the
suitcase & bundle also Insurance Policy
Will You? Your loving brother Edd




Entire Block—
Seventh,
Washington and Lucas.

The Stix, Baer & Fuller Dry Goods Co.
(Grand Leader)
8t. Louis’' greatest department store—
occuplesmore square feet of selling
space and does a greater volume
of business than any store west
of the Mississippi River.
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E. . Kropp Co.. Publishers, Milwaukee,
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3'6-1 918 To Josephine Ruttger Dear
Mother. Am in St. Louis waiting to be
pulled (?) out. There is a lady here giving
out these cards & gathering them again
They furnish the stampsin ? _ Edd
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News Co., Washington, D. C.

nb, by Washington
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THIS SPACE FOR WRITING - MESSAGES,

WASHINGTON FROM ARLINGT!
view is from Arlington Cemetery
cross the Potomac, The Washing
ment, Capitol and Post Office st

tinctly. ey
7

4-12-1918 710 Josephine Ruttger from

son,Ed. In Washington DC. Just a line to
tell you the 9th Bu. is safely across.
Suppose you will of heard that tho before
this. Will write a letter tonight if | can find a
spare minute. Edd




20 SCENES FROM 1918

Newport News Virginia including military
role--shipyard, battleship launching,
hydroplane in flight over Curtiss Aviation
School (I small building)US Cavalry camp
in middle of city, etc.

NEwWPORT NEWS, VA.

marine can safely ride and whose banks bear the|evidence
in factory and workshop of the industry of a p: sive
people. This part of the peninsula is bound
Chesapeake Bay, Hampton Roads and the Janjes River
and is most accessible and particularly rich in thgse things
which the man or workman in search of rest, mpntal and

lley ser-

physical, or of recreation seeks. By excellent
vice one may obtain a view of the National Soldiets Home,
Hampton Normal School, Old St. Johns Church hud other
important points of interest. At Old Point Co
located one of the most powerful fortifications off the At-
lantic Coast. This fort with its massive stone anfl earthen
ramports covers an area of twenty-seven acres and is gar-
rison by ten companies of Coast Artillery consisting of
1,000 men and about forty-five officers. Newport News
now has two Army Cantoments, Camp Hill and Camp
Stewart also an Aviation Camp and the home of the Curtiss
Aviation School. It is expected that Newport News will
be one of the principal ports for the embarkm’nt of our

Soldier Boys for European invasion.
4 Descriptive matter by JOSEPH KAUFMANN.
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WASHINGTON AVENUE, LOOKING NORTH.




I{ASHINGYON AVENUE, LOOKING NORTH.




UNLOADING WATERMELONS, PIER "'A."




NEW WEST AVENUE RESIDENTIAL SECTION.




ELIZABETH BUXTON HOSPITAL, HAMPTON ROADS.
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U.€ CAV.ILRY CAMP A..u WARWICK HOTEL.
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WASHINGTON AVENUE, LOOKING SOUTH.
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C. & O. PASSENGER STATION, PIER AND ELEVATOR.




NEWPORT NEWS, VAL

AT SRS A o R R R
JEFFERSON AVENUE BUSINESS SECTION.




SHIP YARD, SHOWING THREE DRY DOCKS.




CURTISS AVIATION SCHOOL, SHOWING H.YDHOPI.ANE IN FLIGHT.




BOULEVARD, LOOKING EAST FROM CHESAPEAKE FERRY ON HAMPTON ROADS.
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U.S. CUSTOM HOUSE AND POST OFFICE.



THE C. & O. RY. CO'S. NEW COAL PIER NO. 9.




C. & O.STATION AND PIER.




LAUNCHING OF A BATTLESHIP AT SHIP YARD.







Published by The Washington ‘Nows -Company,
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ton, D. C. justly celebrated as the culminat-
ion of architectural achievement of the day,
was completed in 1897 at a cost of over §6,
000,000, TheLibrary is here seen from the
Capitol. The dome and lantern are finished |
in black copper, with panels gilded with thick
coating of gold leaf; and the cresting of the
dome terminates in a gilded finial represent-
ing the torch of Science ever burning.

-

4-27-1918 From washington DC,

the Library of Congress: Hello Bill

So you have the old Stanley going You
better take a trip here with it. If she runs
good | wouldnt sell it very cheap. Can it
beat the Indian? Lovingly Edd

THIS SPACE FOR THE ADDRESS
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8-31-1918 cathedral at Cette.
Postcard to_brother Bill : (I believe all
letters & cards included military
identification in order to pass the censor &
be mailed free. SRB 8-1-98)




. i el I :
"MACHINE GUNS READY FOR ACTION, U. 5. ARMY,
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9-16-1918 Postcard to Alex Ruttger
in France from Bess & Ray in Chicago:
Hello Alex, old scout, hows everything
with you? How close have you come to
the kaiser Received a letter from your
home, with Ed’s & your address, so I'm
just dropping you a line. Don't get heart
failure if you should receive a letter. In the
meantime be good and take care of
yourself Love Bess & Ray.




CHRIS
CAMP AT CHENONCEAUX
FRANCE -- WORLD WAR 1

A LETTER FROM PVT.
EDWARD RUTT TO HIS

PARENTS AND BROTHERS
AT BAY LAKE, MINNESOTA

(page 1)

Dec. 24, 1918 29th Co. 20 th
Engrs. American E.F. viaN.Y.

My Dearest Mother and Everybody at

home. This is Christmas Eve 9:45. fifteen
minutes until the lights go out tho they are
not going to have taps tonight until 2 A.M.

They just got thru with an
entertainment at the Y. It was real nice
Everything was decorated and we had a
real tree But thru it all; you know where
my thots were back in old snow clad
Minnesota. | could picture everything the




age 2

way it used to be with the big tree lit up in
the corner and everybody around the
piano singing the old songs It is hard to
believe that Christmas is here & to get any
Xmas spirit under these conditions with
the weather nice & warm lots of green
things still growing in the gardens Am
sitting here in the tent without any fire and
am nice & comfortable.

Dec. 25

The lights going out last night made me
quit writing until this morning.

We got up at 6 the same




(page 3)

as usual & stood revellie at 6:10 | went to
bed for a couple of hours after breakfast
as | didnt sleep very well Last Night.

Last Night was the first night we've had a
frost for an awful long time but its nice &
warm now We are going to have a swell
dinner today they say Then | don’t know
what I'll do probably go down to Blere fo
supper as they wont serve any on camp
holidays in order to give the K.P.s a little
time off. Am working in the garage now &
like it fine its




age 4

a good schooling. We have to take the
big trucks to pieces from one end to the
other, grind valves and fit up bearings,
etc. As soon as one is finished another
pulls in They keep coming and going all
the time last Night they issued each of us
a leather jacket they sure are a fine rig. |
have more clothes & junk now than | ever
had before in my life. The only trouble is
taking care of itall As soon as anything
tears or wears out all you have to do is
turn it in and draw new regardless




age 5:

of how long you may of had it

We had a couple sacks of mail yesterday
but there was nothing for me | havent
had any for quite a while but expect it will
all come in a bunch one of these days
Thats the way it usually does.

We are located on one of the main
highways of France for Govt. truck
transportation and our tent is only about 5
it. from the road. There is a big string of
trucks going by now and have been for
the last half hour One right behind the
other | never thot




there were as many trucks made as pass
here in one day

Well, | will have to close for this
time My how | wish | could plant my feet
under the old table this noon & sit down to
arealfeed Sometimes the whole bunch
of us spend the evening talking about
eats and what would be on our ideal bill
of fare. Cranberries is always at the head
of my list Then some real mashed spuds
& some good hot corn bread with cold
milk & so on but theres no use thinking
about it for it will never come



age 7

to pass until we getoutof 7?7 land.
Give my love to all & a Merry Xmas
& Happy New Year
Lovingly
Son and Brother
Pvt. E. A. Ruttger

P.S.I dont know whether | asked for Bess
& Ray's address in My Last letter or not
but will ask now to make sure They send
me a card every once in a while & | feel
kind of cheap for not answering but cant
The next time you write to them tell them |
havent forgotten them













2-11-1919 A unique postecard to Eds
parents, containing 10 Scenes in the
mailmans bag. From an overnight in
Spain.







2-11-1919 from Luchon while on
short trip with friend. “Soldiers Mail: Card
addressed to Aunt Mary, Deerwood
Minnesota, Route #l, box 38 USA:

Dear Aunt Mary, Hope you are feeling
good again. Will see you soon. Pwt.
E.A.Ruttger




N

21. Cette Le Stand inonide par un coup de Mey
A droite, la Montée des Arabes




2-17-1919  Postcard to brother
Bill Ruttger: Cette France. Dear Bill
Arrived here yesterday P.M. & am leaving
here this noon Its just like summer down
here right on the sea. Lovingly Edd




4-22-19 Chenonceaux France
29th Co. 20 EngrAmerican EF via NY

Page |

Dear Bill & everybody

Just pulled in from a trip to a little
town 30 miles north of here & there is
about enough time left until taps to write a
letter

Wrote one Sunday but after looking
it over Monday decided not to send it.
You see Sun A M we had our




Page 2

inspection as usual even tho it was Easter
They gave us an extra stiff one The result
was found a little oil in the chamber of my
rifle as well as on those of a dozen or
more fellows & we all had to work on the
road with pick & shovel in the P.M. Some
way to spend Easter Sunday eh? | had
been driving night and day too so didnt
have much time to clean it up (notation on
side:) You can imagine what my letter
was like It never would of got by the
censor They wished a Ford on me some
time ago




’

Page 3 -

| havent had a minutes rest since Most of
the time they roll me out at 4:15 to take the
fireman out to the steam roller that is
working out of camp about 6 miles Sat.
the Lieut. came around & wanted to know
if 1 could find my way around Tours | told
him yes but when we got there | got all
turned around & was lost most all day.
You see



page 4

in these Frogtowns the streets are all so
narrow two cars can hardly pass with big
stone walls & houses on both sides so
you can never see where you are at &
they are all so crooked it would break a
snakes back to crawl up there.

The Lieut. didn’t know the town himself so
he was mixed up worse than | was He

is a peach of a fellow tho to be out with
of course he can be blamed hard boiled
when he wants to but always uses me 27
first (uses my truck??)




page 5

Its just like June here now with all the
leaves out & always nice & warm. We
had just 15 days all winter that the
thermometer got below freezing. They
say tho that this was an exceptional year

They have cut down on our working
hours again. From 730 to 8 AM we drill
then clean up our tents for I5 min Then
work until 11:45 & then from 1 il 5




Page 6

This dont effect my job much as it is all
hours. | always manage to find something
on the Ford that needs fixing about drill
time & get excused

We havent heard anything further
about when we are going to leave but
think it will be sometime in July |guess
we can stand it all right but dont get a very
big kick from it.

Will have to close for this time & fix my
bed Lots of Love for everyone

your loving brother
Pvt. E. A. Ruttger
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POSTAGE RATES.
U.S. and Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba and Shanghal.

First class (letters, etc.) per oz. 2¢
Second class (newspapers, :
periodicals) =« T
Third class (books, prmted) -
up to 8 oz. 2 Ic

Over 8 oz. at Parcel Post Rates

(Printed matter) over 4 lbs.

at Parcel Post rates. :

The rate for books anﬁ other printed matter
mailed to Canada, Cuba, Mexico and the Republic
of Panama is lc. for each 2 ozs. Parcels not to
exceed 4 lbs, and 6 ozs.

Fourth class (merchandise, etc.)

see Parcel Post.

Registration fee (extra postage) 10¢

Special delivery ( R |
Postal Cards (reply cards 2c.) 1c
Local or drop letters (where no

free delivery) . Ser oz. 1c
Money Orders (inquire at P.

Postal Savings Bank (inquireat P.O.)
PARCEL POST for U.S. and Possessions

Weight limit, 50 lbs. 150 miles, 20 Ibs. over
50 miles, Size, length and girth combined 84
in. 4 ozs. orless, lc. an oz.; over 4 ozs. con-
sideredalb. Fractional pounds same as pounds.

Distances First Lb. Add’l

Local (within P.O.

District) 5 cents 1c2lbs.
Withm 150 miles 5 “‘ 1c1l lb

300 6 3 -

Il ‘: 600 :l 7 :‘ 4c (1

. 1000 8 6¢

[ 1] 14% b 9 (11 8C 13

X 1800 7 SRR, | T
1800 and over [ T * - S

Merchandise can be insured up to $5.00 in
value for 3c; to $25.00 for 5¢; to $50.00 for 10¢
and to $100.00 for 25c. (Domestic Insurance)

Merchandise to value of $100.00 may be sent
C. 0. D. for 10c. in addition to regular postage,

TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES.

Letters for British Isles and
Newfoundland - =« Dperoz., 2c
Letters for Germany . gty -

if sent by German steamer 2cper 0z.)

tters for other countries per oz., 5¢
each addition oz. or fraction 3¢
Postal Cards (reply cards, 4¢c) - 2¢c
Newspapers and printed matter2oz., 1¢
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Friday, Jan. 4, 1918

Saturday, Jan. 5

Sunday, Jan. 6




Monday, Jan. 7., 1918

lTuesday, Jan. 8

Wednesday, Jan. 9
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T hursday, Jan. 10, 1918

Friday, Jan. 11

Saturday, Jan. 12




Sunday, Jan. 13, 1918

Monday, Jan. 14

[uesday, Jan. 16




Wednesday, Jan. 16, 1918

Thursday, Jan. 17

Friday, Jan. 18 |
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Saturday, Jan. 19, 1918

Sunday, Jan. 20

Monday, Jan. 21




Tuesday, Jan., 22, 1918

Wednesday, Jan. 23

Thursday, Jan. 24
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Friday, Jan. 206, 1918

Saturday, Jan. 26

Sunday, Jan. 27




Monday, Jan. 28, 1918

Tuesday, Jan. 29

Wednesday, Jan. 30
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rsday, Jan. 31, 1918

Friday, Feb. 1

Saturday, Feb, 2
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Sunday, Feb. 3, 1918

Monday, Feb. 4

Tuesday, Feb. 5
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Saturday, Feb. 9, 1918

Sunday, Feb. 10

Monday, Feb. 11




Tuesday, Feb, 12, 19185

Wednesday, Feb. 13

Thursday, Feb. 14




Friday, Feb. 15, 1918

Saturday, Feb. 16

Sunday, Feb. 17
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Monday., Fi 18, 1918

l'uesday, Feb. 19

Wednesday, Feb. 20




Thursday, Feb. 21, 1918

Friday, Feb. 22

Saturday, Feb. 23




Sunday, Feb. 24, 1918

Monday, Feb. 25

T'uesday, Feb. 26




Wednesdtay, Feb. 27, 1918
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Thursday, Feb. 28 H

Friday, Mar. 1




Saturday, Mar. 2. 1918

Sunday, Mar. 3

Monday, Mar. 4




Tuesday, Mar. 6, 1918
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riday, Mar. 8, 1918

Saturday, Mar. 9

Sunday, Mar. 10




Monday, Mar. 11, 1918

Tuesday, Mar. 12

Wednesday, Mar. 13
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Friday, Mar.

Saturday, Ma:




Sunday, Mar. 17, 1918

Monday, Mar. 18

Tuesday, Mar. 19
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Wednesday, Mar. 20, 1918

Thursday, Mar. 21

Friday, Mar. 22




Saturday, Mar. 23, 1918

Sunday, Mar. 24

Monday, Mar. 25
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luesdayvy. Mar. 26 19185

Wednesday, Mar. 27

lF'hursday, Mar. 28




Friday, Mar. 29, 1918

Saturday, Mar. 30

Sunday, Mar. 31
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Monday, Apr. 1, 1918

I uesday, Apr. 2
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Wednesday, Apr. 3




Thursday, Apr. 4, 1918

Friday, Apr. 5

Saturday, Apr. 6




Sunday, Apr. 7, 1918

Monday, Apr. 8

lF'uesday, Apr. 9




Wednesday, Apr. 10, 1918

T'hursday, Apr. 11

Friday, Apr. 12
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Saturday, Apr. 13, 1918

Sunday, Apr. 14

Monday, Apr. 156




Tuesday, Apr. 16, 1918

Wednesday, Apr. 17

Thursday, Apr. 18
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Monday, Apr. 22, 1918

Tuesday, Apr. 23

Wednesday, Apr. 24




Thursday, Apr. 26, 1918

Friday, Apr. 26

Saturday, Apr. 27




Sunday, Apr. 28, 1918

Monday, Apr. 29

Tuesday, Apr. 30




Friday, May 3




Saturday, May 4, 1918

Monday, May 6




Wednesday, May 8
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Tuesday, May 28, 1918
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