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It 

_ I The Following Quota tions, t aken from speeche s 

made by Governor Harold E . Stassen during the 

past four years , show his social , economi c ' 

a nd politica l philosophy . These statements 

indicate how he thinks on vita l problems 

involving La bor, Agriculture , Business , Govern-

me nt and the personal rights of the individua l . 

Harold Stassen speaks-

- -TO LABOR--

His Policy As Governor Toward Labor 

"Our administration v/ill respec t the trade union move­
ment a s an economic movement and will not se ek to make of it t he tail 
of a political kite .--Neither s ha ll we se ek to prostitute your organ­
ization by rea ching into your ra nks with the insidious hand of patron­
age . jie shall never per mit the national guardmen ' s bayonets to be 
used as an employers' weapon to crush -t h ose who labor . Ne ither sha ll 
we give to the irresponsible left wing of labor the support of the 
sta te g ove rnment in its attempt to undermine the sound labor movement 
built through year s of cons t r ucti ve leade rship'~--Addr e ss to de l ega te s 
of t he Ainnesota l<'ederation of Labor, at !ankato, Sept . 13 , 1938 . 

Labor ' s Need For Responsible Leaders 

"The flame s of industria l warfare pr e sent one of t he most 
serious problems fa c~ng the people of Minnesota . The twin stokers tha t 
fee d the se flames are t he few reactionary industrialists on the one 
hand and the few i r responsibl e , r ad ical labor agitators on t he other-­
both are ca using unt old damage to the genera l public . The organs of 
government must not be used to further either of t he se extremes . The 
power of state should not be use d to crush l ab or on behalf of an 
unrea sonable employer , nor should it be used to encourage and incite 
l ab or racketeers . 

) 
~he greatest responsibility of l abor today is to recognize 

the qualities of its own leadership . If l abor follows and supports its 
own sound , tried , constructive le adership , it will have the indispensabl e 
support of public opinion and graa t progress will be made in collective 
bargaining , in i mproved working conditions -and better wages . If , on t he 
other hand, labor follows irresponsible leadership, it will lose public 
support and will become involved in premature and unnecessary strikes 
and malicious violence . "- Hasting s speech on Noveinber 18, 1937 to Stay 
For Governor Voluntee s of Dakota County . 

Clear Cut Lab or Policy-Nationally 

11 Government should have a clear cut l abor policy 



understood by a ll. This policy should not include compulsory arbi ­
trat ion. It should not take away the right to strike . But it should 
include definite steps to prevent small elements of I n, bor from causing 
stoppages contrary to the wishes of labor a s a whole and contrary to 
the wishes of labors best national leadership. Such a policy clefl rly 
defined would have strong public support . It would he lp labor as a who le. 

In my judgment , it should be administered by men in 
government who have an actual background of experience in the ranks 
and in the leadership of organized labor . Ameri can Labor should active ly 
cooperate in devising , developing and administering such a pol icy~-­
A. ddr ess to the Sixt~ First Annua I Convention of the Ameri can .B'edera tion 
of Labor , Seattle , \'ashington , October 7, 1941.-

A Solution For Defense Strikes 

!tIn these past two months, there have be en too many strIkes 
in vital defense industries . These have been a very serious f actor i n 
delaying nationa l defense . - -

I sugge st, t herefore , that either labor and ca pital should 
agree , or le gislation should be pa ssed to bring abou t these solutions 
(and when I speak of them , I recognize that the great majority of both 
labor and industry has been dOing a splendid " magnificent jOb; but we 
mus t approa ch the probl em of the remaind er ) : 

First and foremost , that no jurisdictional disputes 
between brr nches of organized labor should be permitted to cause any 
st oppage even for one hour of a na tional defense proje ct or production; 
and , specifically, the president of the A,. }o' . of L. and the pr esident of 
the C.I. O. should agree on an arbitrator; that arbitrator should decide 
jurisdictional disputes in defense production while the product ion 
continues . 

Second , 'both the A. F . of ' L. and the C.I. O. should agree 
that no strikes shall be started on a national , defense project without 
firs t g iving thirty days' written notice to the Conciliation Service of 
the United States Government. - -

Now , if labor and capita l will not agree to such a pl an , 
I am convinced the t it should be provided for by laws of the Congress . We 
in Mi nne sota have had that plan in the last two years , and in the last 
four mont hs in Minnesota, with a half-mill ion men in the industries 
covered by unemployment compensation , only ninety- nine men have been 
involved in strikes in our state . Nine ty-nine men out of a half -mil l ion " ' workmen .-Town Meeting of the Air Speech, Mar . 20th , 1941, St . Paul , .linn . 

Suggestions To Labor For Post-~ar Period 

"The fourth challenge before lftbor is to prepare a program 
and to develop public support for it , to meet t he tremendous problems 
of readjustment and of rea c tion when the emergency has passed and the 
defense program end s. 

Clearly the problems of this period will be intense and 
upon the method of mee ting them and the effectiveness of the solutions 
mu ch depends . ~ 

-2-



Here are three suggestions for t ha t period: To orepare 
and set in opera t ion an extensive public works pro am , not of the W. P.A. 
type , but rather of cont ractual construction of u dertakings of permanent 
national value such as super- highways , an advan ced network of airdromes , 
and the harnessing of water power , with provision for revenue use of the 
results in a manner slmiliar to t he Pittsburg Toll H igh ~ay . 

The a c tive encourageme nt of re s earch , invention and 
discovery of new industrial products and of their production under 
favorable condit l~ns s to taxe s and other obligations during t he ir 
experimental periods , wi t l~ t he spr eading of industria 1 dave lopments on 
a broad base throughout t he nation . 

The inauguration of extensive low- cost housing construction 
founded on private capit8l and individual ownersh ip with a dir e ct govern­
ment subsidy but of the minimum ne cessary amount" .- Address to the Sixty 
First Annual Convention of the merioan Federation of Labor , Seattle , 
Vash ingt on , October 7, 1941. 

Urges Laborers To Be Tolerant 

"1 know you will also insist upon an attitude of tolerance 
and understanding between our pe ople of all races and cre eds and groups. 

Re who kindle s the flames of intolerance and bitterness 
lights a fire under his own house . 

attempts to 
Ind ica tions 
Sixt ! First 
Wash ngton , 

The strong reaction of t he American people against recen t 
stir up group ha treds has been one of the most encouraging 
of t he real strength of unity in Ame rica . " - Addr E> ss to t he 
Annual Convention of t he hmerica n Federation of Labor , Seattl~ , 
October 7, 1941 . 



--TO MANAGEMENT--

Government And Free Enterprise 

. "First and foremost, our attitude is one of a fundamental 
faith in the future of this nation on the basis of an economic system 
of individual initiative and free nterprise and a governmental system 
of a democracy based upon the sovereignty of the individual citizen . It 
is our further concept that the answers to all of our problems is not 
to shrug our shoulders and say "let t government do it . " 

", e feel tha t tho role of governMent should be th!lt of aiding , 
but not of substituting for , private enterprise and the judgment and 
decisions of its individual citizens~ -- Address in response to the 
resentation of the Distin uished Service Award of' 1939 Jan . 23 1940 , 
t . Paul , nnes ot~ 

Fair To Busine ss - Mean More Jobs 

fl· e should not and need not grant unfair special privileges 
to any business in Minnesota , but by fair treatment we can encourage 
further development ~ithin the state which will mean more new jobs for 
~orkmen still unemployed or still lorking on low income public works 
proje c ts . " - Inau ural Hessa e Of Gov . Stassen to a Joint Session of the 
Fifty- First Session 0 the uinnesota eg s ature , anuary 39 . 

Mutual Understa nding Between Business And Government 

"The foundation for the development of more jobs in private 
business must be the building up of a mutual respect of business for the 
government , and of government for business . It is wrong and it is unsound 
for business to control government , and it is equally unsound for govern­
ment to control business . It appears clear that if we had to deve lop 
tha t respect for government which is the first requisite of a successful 
democracy, then abuses in business practices must be sternly checked; but 
they must be regulated and corre cted .without intemperate attacks upon all 
of busines s and without an attitude of hostility between government and 
private enterpl"ise .- It is equally essential thn t business should not 
blindly fight against all attempts to develop social security , and should 
not take up en ma s se cudgels against government when t he imprope r practices 
of some are corrected and re gulated . It - Spee ch over t he columbia broad ­
casting system from St . laul , Jan . 12 , 1939 . 

Independence of Domination By Vested Interests 

itA se cond maj or responsibill ty of leadership is to maintain 
an independence of domination or control from a ny source . The Governor 
of .. innesota can not be domina ted by trusts or large corporations or me n 
of great wealt . and best serve the people of the state , and neither can a 
governor of innesota be dominated by a handful of selfish, radical 
political bosses and properly serve the people of the state . " - Campaign 
spee ch at St . Cloud , Oct . 31, 1938 . 

ltWe have maintained an absolute independence of domination 
or dictation by any spe c ial group in the state . Ve have steadfastly 
refused to make deals of any kind and have refused to be drawn into 



cheap , political namecalling sessions . e will continue that impariality 
and that independenoe during the next two years . In this campaign, we 
will aga1n refuse to accept any funds thHt have strings attached to them . 
~ e I'ill continue to be free to serve the people of the state as a whole ."­
Radio address over a statewide radioho k-up, Sept . 6,1940, St . Paul, Minn . 

Plan For Speeding Up ~ar Production 

"'ve all recognize the urgent need Of speed and efficiency 
in building up the mechanioal Moans of defense.- - For that purpose the 
greatest possible speed we can make will still be none too fast . 

And hat does this mean specifically? This means that 
capital and management must take the pOSition that , where speed and 
profits clash, speed should be given the right of way . Thus , first, a 
larger peroentage of the prime oontra cts issued for national defense 
should be farmed out to small subcontractors , to utilize the total 
productive ability of our country and to speed up the ultimate volume of 
defense production, even though that process cuts down the profits of the 
prime contractor. 

Second, large numbers of apprentices or helpa s should be 
pla ced alongside of the skilled lorkmen in our factories, even though their 
compensation takes away profit , in order to train them for future needed 
expansion. 

Third , ordinary commercial production must be permitted yo 
lag in order to spee d defense production , even t hough this eats into the 
profit s. 

Fourth, ca pital should voluntarily agree tho t if their 
net profits in 1941, after paying increasod Federal defense taxes , are 
larger than their net profits in 1940, they will share that increased 
profit through bonuses to their lOrkmen . " - Tu n leeting of the Air Speech, 
lIar. 20, 1941 , St . Paul , Minnesota. 
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--TO LABOR AND CAPITAL--

Curbing Extremists In Doth Groups 

itA great problem that must be 1V0rked out is that of the 
relationstiip between capital and labor . - - The answer does not lie with 
the extremis ts on either side of these controvers ie s . Neither with the 
employer who seeks to crush labor or with the irresponsible labor lea ders 
who foment unnecessary strikes and violence . And neither is the solution 
to endeavor to have government make the decisions for the employer or the 
employees as to what the working conditions shall be . Rather progress 
must be made in the curbing of the extremists on both sides and t he 
development of fair negotiations between the representatives of the 
laborer and of the employer, with opportunities for conciliation and 
mediation , le <d ing to a voluntary contract eritered into by the parties . It

- ­

Address delivered at the National Convention Of The Junior Chamber of 
Commerce at Tulsa , Oklahoma , June 22 , 1939 . 

I1There Is Only Room For One United Front" 

"The demagogic attempt to stir up bitterness and intolerance 
between l a bor and capital and even between groups of labor is contrary 
to the very foundation of a free democracy . ~e observe so rrany attempts 
to develop a united front of la,or against capital or of employers against 
unions, or of one group of unions against another . Sound reflection make s 
us realize that there is room in our system of government and economics 
for just one united front . That is a united front that tak s in the men 
and lomen of all occupations and all walks of life, recognizing their 
mutual problems and thoir jOint inter dependence upon each other and 
moving forward together toward better conditions for all . "-- Address 
delivered at the J.lational Convention of t he .Tunior Chamber of Commerce a t 
Tulsa , Oklahoma, June 22 , 1939 . 

- &. 
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--TO AGRICULTURE--

Attitude Toward Farmer 

It \we shall recoenize that the most important step toward 
improved conditions in Minnesota is to restore and build up the purchasing 
power of the Innesota farmer . ie shall never loose sight of the fact 
that the individual farmer on his farm 1s the very backbone of the State 
of Minnesota . They are the lar~ st market for the product of our wage 
earners and when they have money to buy the things they want and eat , 
there ill be more jobs in Minne sota . While this problem of raising farm 
income is national in scope , a state government in an a~icultural state 
such as ours, can furnish cons'tructive leadership and encourgement to the 
program of the f armers and farm 'organizatlons . " -Republican key note address 
Sept . 2 , 1938. 

Legisla ture Urfjed To Recognize Agrlculture 

nTher _ are certain general principles that I urge that you 
,do not lose sight of at any time during this session of the legislature . 
The first is the fact that agriculture is the very basic industry in 
1. innesota . The farmers of the state have suffered and are suffering from 
their lack of tarity . The low prices of agricultural products present 
an acute condition . The high taxos on their real estate and the high cost 
of interest on their mortgages and indehtedness, and the very vital place 
that agriculture plays in the futur of the state , makes this entire 
problem one of major concern for us . Although this is a problem of 
national scope, and of necessity requires national action , it is a 
situation which you should never lose sight of in the consideration of any 
legisla ti ve proposal that affects agricul ture . Likowise,. you should 
recognize the responsibility of llinnesota as one of the outstanding 
agricultural states of the nation to take a position of leadership , in 
coope ation with its farmers, and in urging national action to meet their 
problems , " - First inaugural message , Jan . 3 , 1939 . 

Farm Industry Must Be Encouraged 

"Here in Minne sota the product ion of our farms is of over ­
~helming importance . The broad acres of our agriculture is the greatest 
source of ne I wealth in .annesota . Alm ost one - half of our pemple make 
their livelihood direc tly from the products of the soil . Serious and 
continuing lack of parity for agriculture, and the fa ilure of the tillers 
of the soil to secure their fair share of the national 'income , is a 
problem of the gravest importance and affects not only those who derive 
their living from the farm , but indirectly vitally affects everyone within 
the sta te • 

'While these problems are essentially national in nature 
and must be solved on a I national basis , there are some steps that can be 
taken within the state . ~ . .:. All types of industry processing farm products 
should be encouraged , as this is a very sound type of industry for 
Minnesota , giving cash markets fo~ farm products and furnishing jobs for 
our workmen . I trust you wi~l give serious attention to the legislation 
presel'1ted to you by the farm organizations of the state . " ... Second augursl 
Ve ssage to a Session of the Fifty- Second Session of the ~ innesots 
Legislature , Jan . 8, 1941 . 
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Agriculture's Responsibilities For The Future 

"Drawing from the inspire tion of the pa s t , Ie t us turn our 
eyes resolutely to the future . ~hen we do so , it appears to me that we 
s ee four ma jor responsibilities of the Grange: 

First, to contribute to the build ng of a strong , united 
America for t he defense of our way of life . 

Se cond , to join intelligently and ef f ctive ly in bing 
the "larder of the democracies ." 

Third , to prepare to safeguard agriculture in the y ars of 
reaction and readjustment when those days of peace , which we hope and 
pray are not t oo far distant, corne again . 

Fourth , to plan to playa part in working out the future 
relations between the nations of the world so that there might be a 
continuing peace , in place of these tragically recurring wars~- - -
Address delivered at the Diamond Jubilee Session of the na tional Grange 
at iorcester, Massachusetts, Nov . 15, 1941. 

Need For Research in gricultur 

"It should likewise involve pushing forward in research 
and discovery of "lew uses for agricultural products . ri o the greater 
deeree thAt a iculture can s ecure a part of the expDnditure for 
industrial raw materials , such as in the soy bean and flax fibre develop­
ment , to that degree can we add to the income of the farmers a part of 
in~ ustrial revenues as well as the food revenues . - - "- Address delivered 
at the Diamond Jubilee Session of the l'1ational Grange at v~orcester , Ma s s . 
Nov . 15, 1941. 

Agriculture After The War 

"I know th9t you and your leadership are keenly aware of the 
necessity of looking ahead to the problems of readjustment of the 
defense program Ihen the Wars abroad are ended . Careful study should be 
made of the requirements for agricultural products in that period and in 
planning steps to prevent recurrence of the terr fic blows to agriculture 
that followe d the last orld Wa r . This means th planning of a program 
that will give to agriculture a just and flt:ilr share of the na.tional 
income upon the producss that ar consumed within t his country end will 
work out a means of marketing surpluses in other parts of the world . 
It may well involve new pypes of cooperation in the handling of sur pluses 
with other countries of the world, but it should at the same time carefully 
safeguard a fair share of the inoome spent in th Ameri can mark~t place 
for American a.gricu1 tUre . " - Address delivered at the Diamond Jubile e 
Session of the National Grange at Iw orcester , ~assachusetts, N oV . 15, 1941. 
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--ON GOVERNMENT --

Integrity Of Public Officials 

"The character , the stability and tho efficiency of any 
home , of any business , of any community, rests upon the character and 
ability of the men and women mo make up that home , that business or 
that community . To an even greater extent the character and conduct of 
a government r e sts upon the character and conduct of the men and women 
in the service of that government . If - Hastings speech on Nov . 18 , 1937 to 
Stassen For Governor Volunteers of Dakota County . 

Appointment of Men of Integrity and Efficiency 

"ApPointments are being mad e and sha ll be mad e to positions 
of pub lic responsibility on the basis of the fundamental integrity of the 
me'n and women a pPointed , their ability to fill the pos it~ons t o ~hi ch 
they are appointed and their interest 1n the vita l polic ies of our 
administration . They shall be continund in their positions only so long 
as the y rema in faithful to their public trus't . " - Inaugural iessage to 
A Joint Se ssion' of the Fifty- First Se s sion of he ~ inne sota Legislature 
Ja n . 3 , 193""9. 

Recognizes Authority Of Locil Government 

"In the preservat ion of democracy we should oppose all 
ste ps toward the undue centra lizati on of power in a State Capitol . The 
closer poser is kept to the people t he less opportunity there is for 
abuse . For this reason Y/ e must oppose the abolition of the township f orm 
of government . Je must oppose the intrusion of a state ~a chine for a 
governor into local elect on and local problems . " - Republican key note 
nddress , Se pt~ 2, 1938 . 

State Government ' s Responsibilities To The People 

"Our present joint responsibilitie s to the people mi ht be 
divide d into t hese main groups: 

First: To do our full share as a united pe opl e in our state 
in t he building up of our national defense and i n supporting the president 
of t he United States . 

Second: To contribute towa.rd production and enterprise by 
being helpful to the f a r me r , friendly to the L~borer, and fair t o the 
businessman . 

Third : By g iving the ma ximum amount of intelligen t assistance 
to t ho se who are handica pped or 1n need . 

Fourth: To furt her improve the effectivene ss , the intebrity , 
and t he economy of our g overnment . " - Se con Inaugural to a Se ssi:m of the 
Fifty- Se cond Session of the I'l innesota Legisle. ture , Jan . 8 , 1941 

Government 11 Cushion- "Not A Bed" 

"Ve fa ce the futu r with f a ith in the great resource s of 
men and ma teria ls of this nation, with t he r ea lization that obsta cles 



• 

cannot be overcome by traveling over an ensy route , but that progress 
can and will be ~de through constructive interest in government , an 
attitude of tolerance .and u1derstanding between our peonle , a recognitIon 
of our mutual interdependence, and a realization that government must 
furnish a cushionaguinst the harsher featur(:iS of our free economic 
system, but it cannot successfully fUl"nish a be r ] in \'I,lch society c n 
go to sleep . l1- Lincoln address d livered at Grand 1tapids , Michigan , Feb . 
12, 1940. 

Against 'Letting Government Do It" 

"First and foremost , the answer to our malad justment is 
not "Let the Government do it" . There' has never been devised a form of 
government that cun equal or has equalled in the standards of living 
that it supplies to its people , th standards set by our sys tem of free 
individual ente prise.- _n:.. liddress delivered at The National Convention 
Of the Junior Chamber of Conr"erce at Tulsa , Oklahoma , June 22 , 1939 . 

Private Initi,atlve r«ust Not Be Discouraged 

!fIf it would become a settl.ed and known governmental policy 
tha t he who s ved would have it taken from him, tha t be '1ho produced 
1ou1d be regimented and have the fruits of his production taken avay, 
and that he who neither saved nor produced would have handed to him ample 
ourchllsing po tor , it would be a major tragedy in the hist ory of this land!! ­
Address at the Thirty- Fourth nnual Conference of the National Tax 
Association, Oct . 16, 1941, St . Paul , 1.1nnesota 

Govern .,ent By LaW-Hot By 1. en 

~t " e meet in an hour of internat.ional crisis as the 
dictator-fanned flames of total war are threatening to turn the govern­
~cnts of the world into governments of men and not of laws . 

I need not emphasize to you the importance of the principle 
or of the severity of the present challenge to it . The precious lights 
of liberty of free men are established by laws and are maintained by 
laws . ~en are subject to whims-la1s are not . Men are ilty of hates ­
laws are not . .ien become greedy and selfish- la is do not . This is the 
badground from which we face our responsibilities on this date. 

It is lel1 at the opening of our discussion thf, t Vie 
re -affirm. our a biding fa i th in our democra tic way of life , in our govern­
ment by law , and our united determination that those who challenge it 

II shall fa1l .- - -Address to the National Association of Attorneys Gener'al 
at Indianapolis , Indlan9 , Sept . 30 , 1941. 

Preserve Federal System Even In ,Jar 

"We feel stT' ongly that our federal system of government with 
its 4B separate stat~s , all united under the c ntral governm nt , each 1ith 
its right and responsihilities is an ad(ition 1 bulwark to safeguard our 
fut.ure freedom and liberty . -. e seek to so effioiently conduct state 
governments , to so thoroughly cooperate in the uni t ed meet ing ofemergenc 1e fi; 
that the value of our federal system will be at all times clearly 
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recognized and preserved , and that as a united nation we will have faith , 
confidence, and courage in the future of hrnerica , and will keep burning 
the precious lights of liberty 'Ilhi ch mean so much to the happiness and 
progress of the me n and women and little children , not only wlthin our 
borders, but in tho rest of the Vl orld." - Address delivered over the 
Columbia Broadcasting syst M on lational Defense , Sept . 13, 1941, St . Paul . 

Keeping Government Simplified 

"It is our concept that as the functions of government 
become more complex it then becomes increasing ly i mp ortant that the 
me chan ics of government be greatly simplified, its burden reduc ed , its 
trend toward centro lized power reversed, and its financial stabili ty 
improved ."-Addrcss 1n response to the presentation of the Distinguished 
Service Award of . 1939, Jan. 23, 1940, ~t. Paul , mi nn . 

State Governments Must Be ' trone; Dur ing ,ar 
» 

ft While this entire defense and emergency program commands 
so much of our att.ention , there shou-Id be no let do >In in the efforts 
to constantly improve the effectiveness and strength of State Government 
in its own proper sphere . The efficient and economical administration of 
State go ernmcntal affairs ; the prompt development of State defen se 
forces to t a ke the place of the ra tional Guard units called into Federal 
service; the enactment of necessary state legislation against s~botage and 
fifth column activities ; and al l steps that ma intain the standing and 
respect of state governments , will not only contrlbute to the strength 
of the Union , but will also constitute added safeguards to t he liberty of 
the individual citizens of the Union . " - 'hddress to the National 1 ssociation 
of Attorneys General at Indianapolis , Indiana , Se~t . 30, 1941 

Responsibilities Of ~tate Officials Dur ing var 

"Our responsibility as representatives of the governmen ts 
of the several States seems clear . 

First, and foremost as States of the Union , we must give 
united support regardless of geographical location or partisanship to the 
established foreign policy of tl1e Federal Government . 

Second , wo must make every possible co-operative contribution 
to the effective and rapid buildtng and production of the means of 
national defense. . 

Third, we must ma intain Atrong and efficient State govern­
ments as one of the safeguards of- the future liberty of our pe ople in 
face of the inevitable great concentration of Federal Rxecuttve power 
necessitated by the emergency .- . "- h.ddress at the ope ning of the Fifth 
General Assembly of the Council of State Governments . 'IJashington D. C. 
Jan. 21 , 1941. 
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--TO TH!: PEOPLE--

Progress 'l'hru i~ Uni te d People 

"I can see de ve loping in Linne s ota the same friendly spir it 
of cooperation between the men and ornett of all nationalities, creeds 
and races , of all political parties , of all stations in life , that we have 
witnessed together hero in Dakota County . --There is a deeper realization 
that the men and \/omen of all nationality backgrounds , have made a 
contribution that has been loven into the very fabric of this state and 
nation as vie kn VI it today . TherE; is a deeper realization that pr0e;,ress 
was never paved by bitterness nnd dissension , by corrupt machine politics, 
by name - calling and epithets, or by wild talk of E;conomic wars and gloomy 
prattle of the failure of the ilmerican System . It is in a humble effort 
to give leadership to that constructive feelin~ o~ unity, to seek to 
bui_d up our state and to improve the conditions of ou~ peopl~ , that ve 
have carried on these past eight months . "- 'l'he Homecoming Rally spee ch 
at liastings , Oct . 29 , 1938 . 

We Stand Together In Minnesota 

"Our principal objectives and our probram are not alone the 
program of the administration or of the Republican Party . It has beon 
clearly demonstrated on r.ovember 8th that they are the objectives and the 
progruLl of the po ople of .. inno sota . It is a rare occasion when the pe ople 
of a state , from the factory, tho farm, the office and the home , of all 
parties , creeds and nationalitios are united on a program of progress in 
the manne~ thae the people of !innesota now stand to ether . 

~ e must nevor permit narrow partisanship, the pressure of 
day to day problems, or minor differences of opinion, to cause us to lose 
sight of this broad fundamontal fact , ' or to dim our vision to the future . 11 _ 

Inau ural !1essa e to a Joint ession of the ift - First Session of the 
~innesota eg an . 3 , • 

Recognizing The Rights Of The Individual 

"Let t be clearly understood that our' view of one of tee 
responsibilities of leadership is that ve must pr~ctice and encouraoe 
tole_ance toward the men and women of a ll creeds , of all races , of all 
natIonality background; that we must defend the riGht of each citizen to 
worship as he cho oses , and to meet the educational requirements for his 
childr n as he chooses . Ie must defend the right of each citizen to enjoy 
the full right of citizenship, regardless of his or her station in life . 
In accordance with these principles, we have never joined in or partici­
pated in any movement or organization based upon intoler nee toward any 
race, creed or nationality , and we never shall.If - Campaign address at 
St . Cloud , Oct . 31 , 1938. 

The Freedom f Individual 'ranchise 

"It i~ our belief that the responsibility of leadership 
docs not inc l ude attempting to tell the men and women of the state how 
they shall vote . The indiv1.dual citizen of this state , whether they be 



on relief or unemployed or in orga~ized I nbor or on the farm , or in 
business, have the right to exercise their,individual right of ballot 
1n accordance with their o~n judgment, and I ·have confidence and faith 
in their ability and intelligence to execute nroperly that right . "­
Campaign speech at ~t . Cloud, Oct. 31 , 1938. 

Faith In The Pe ople 

liTo state it clearly and succinctly , as a basic part of our 
philosophy in approaching a tax policy, I say I ould rather trust the 
individua l initia tive and entorpris of 130 million Amor ican individuals 
than the greatest master plan that could be worked out b all the 
intellect that could be gathe r ed in one place at one time . "- l~ddrcss at 
the Th lrty-Fourth !. nnunl Conferenoe of' the Ira tional Tax F. ssocia tion, Oct . 
16, 1941, St . Paul , rUnnesota . ' 

Fair Treatment To All People 

"Ie shall continually maintain as a ca rd inal principle that· 
the governor of the state can not sorve t ~o mast rs. He can not serve 
a s e lfish, r~d ical , rackete ering clique of political . boss~s and serve the 
pe ople . Ne i ther ca n he serve reactionary speoial idterests and serve the 
people . A governor must maintain nnd w shall maintain independence of 
donination from any source but the willingness to seek out and invite 
sugge st ions an advice of me n and wome n of every walk of life. 11 ~ Opening 
address of general election campaign delivered over the radio July 15,1938 . 

Toleranoe Of }oreign Deoendants 

" .!en and women of tinnesota I kno'l that you are arising 
as one to In et the gt'eat task before this nation . As you do it, nay I 
add this word of caution . oek not to sit in judt.,1'1ent on the' loyalty 
and patriotism of y our neighbor . R ther sit in judgment on your own 
contribution to this natlon . - - L t u realize that while the out - break 
of war was s ad and grim for everyone, it was the saddeqt a~d most grim 
for t hose of our fe 110VJ citize ns whose ancestors came from Germany , Italy 
or Japan .- - Let us realIze that almo<t without except ion they are here 
because they love hmerica . - - 13 fore t hi s war is over , its pages 7ill 
r e cord act s of her oism on ou r side , b ' r1en those na!'!1e s v: ill show tha t in 
their veins runs some of the blood of t h ose very nations who now , in the 
diabolical grasp of the .dictators lIltler and . usfolini and t he Japanese 
"llItary Clique, are waging. war on us .- -

Le t us r ea lize too t America tod y is a par t of all ns tions; 
tM t the sons and tL,ughters of every land' have played a part 1n buildiIl/::; 
this eRt country ' Let us demonst!'ate t hat not only do we have the 01000 
strains of all nations , not only do we have great prinCiples , but we also 
have the steely courage and strength of all nations welded together in an 
armor th~l t cfl nnot be broken . de lded together in a strE..ngth th t ill mean 
victory . A.nd , pr&y God , will l"1e8n a Victory, ·no t for America a lone , but 
for America as a symbol of the united strength of the fine r qu nlities of 
~ ll nations . " - - - Address broadcast from Governor ' s office over a state ­
wide radi o network, Dec. 18, 1941 . 
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--TO RCPUBLICANS--

A Revitalized I opublican Partl 

nLet us briing about the -necessary change in our state 
governm nt throuOl the vehiclo of a revita li~ed Republican party . Let us 
:make thrr t party a sound, libel' 1 party 'lith youne; men and young ;omen 

. in the front ra.nks . Let us :-.o.ko tha t party responsive to the just demands 
of those who labor~ L ;t us make th t party the spokesman for the farmers 
of ~'inneaota . Let us recogniz the iMport nee of the WOMen to the future 
of the party . at us keep the. t p rt away from ~ all ~trec t and in tune 
with J ain :Jtrec t . Let us keep too t party out of the control of profess ­
iona lobbyists . Lot us l~ave tha t party pr esent to the people of every 
walk of lifo a sound, progressivE> program for tr~e i'uture welfare of 
Minnesota. Let us end th indecision and deL y and backward glances and 
turn the eyes of the party to the futur e . ' - st . Paul speech , arch 7, 1938 
at the Ryan Hotel . 

Acce ting Victory ith Humility 

!tAt the rocont prlrnn>r' election almm: t three time as many 
voters cast their vote~ in our Republican column , ao did in cith r of the 
opposition columns. This would a ppear to be one of th , strongest showings 
of our part, anywhero in the country . This strong support could ~ell 
bo the source of confidence and pride on our part . But instead let ·ua 
make it the source of humllity. Let us humbly be appreciative of th1s 
confidence of the peopl , and let us ro-d dicate ours lvcs to the l.eating 
of the responsibl1itie that t h is su port carries iith It . - - IT-Keynote 
'.ddress to the Linnesota ta te' Repu lican Convention , Sept . 21 , 1940 , 
i1nneapolis , 'inncsot • 

Do Nothing For Political Expediency 

ttAe we proce ·d to adopt this platform let us make it frankly 
the progra~ that we intend to carry out if we are given the support of the 
neople . ,.e have carried throuf:h on our pledges to the people t '/0 years 
ago and they will expect us to fulfill our pledges again . Let us not 
include anything for pol1tical expediency . Tho succes ful functioning of 
democracy requires . forthright load rship , frank interpretatIons to the 
p€ ople, and a willingness even to be defea t d , rather than compromise 
pr inciples or deceive the people . The sound future of this nation under 
the den-ocratic way of life will be secured if we ' ,ave a ain tho strui ht ­
forward leadership tha t men like Ita hington and Jefferson and Lincol n ga ve 
to us , but democracy will . deteriorate if it functions :instead through 
clever , vote catch1ng promises and smooth straddling and corrupt political 
ma'chines . "-Ke note 'ddress to the ··innsota ~tate Republican Convention , 
Sept . 21 , 1940, ,. neapolis , inneoota . 

Some Advice For Young Republicans 

" Every Young Republican in the country should make it his 
and her ,JUsi'l ess to secure a better knowledge of the problems of other 
groups of the youth of the land . If you are in business or professional 
circles make it a point to become personally acquainted with some of the 
youth of organized labor in your community . ,ieet with t hem . Discuss 

- l4 -



their problems . Learn to understand t reir viewpoints and their obje c tions. 
Visit factories and shops so that you knoVl wha t work on production line 
is and sO that you unders tand the r e spons ibili ties of the man a t the wor k 
\)ench and at the rachine . 

Become personally acquqinted with t c you~g men and women 
of t he farm . Understand their problems and their diff culties . Get t o 
realize what the mortgage on the broad acres ~eans and what low prices 
and glutted ma rkets and high t xes mean to th living standards and the 
hopes and aspirat!ons of the farm youth of the country . 

If yo\). are in itr er of these groups r,ake it a point Lo 
visit the young people of tbe profes ions a nd of business . Cet an under ­
standing of their problems , of t he responsibility of mee ting payrolls 
and ')f fulfilling contracts, of the burdens of taxation and the uncertain-
ties of new developments . " 

If the youth of America Ie rns to know and understand e ach 
others problems and is tOlerant of them t 'hen the clay wi ll come when we 
can gradually correct the maladjustments and lack of pa~ity that exis ts 
and move forward to b tter condit: ns, holding fast to the fundamen t als 
of libp.rty and free d om, but thes problems car...-, ot be solved for peopl e 
livin~ n compartments selfishly se ek ng their own advantage and refusing 
to r e cogniz the viewpoints or the difficulties of the people across t he 
tab e . It _Ad ress delivered to The Young R publican National Convention 
at Des _ oin0s , IOYla , Ff'b . 1, 1941 . 

Br09d Policies Of The Party During ;',mergency 

" Permit me to state candid ly what I f~(;l the policy of our 
R publican pa~ty should be: 

First , and for mos t , it hould not be obstructionist or 
Is01a t ionist • 

Second , it should constantly make constructive suggest i ons 
for i mproving our defenses and strengthening our nation . 

Thir d , it should plan a strong for e ign 'policy for this nat i on 
to take a lead 1ng role in establishing a system of justice b~ twe on nations 
and the rna ntenance of peace in the post'- 'Jar perlod . 

Fourt , it shoud prepare to be the r e construction party 
and think through a program to anticipate and meet the acute post- war 
domestic problems of agriculture , labor, and ':)usiness .- - It - Addre s s to t he 
Ri pon Re pub l ican Club , Cleveland , Ohio , Oct . 22 , 1941. 

Philosophil ,Far Republicans 

"So far as the internal af~airs of our Hepublican papty are 
cO'lcerned , am opposed to movements to e1 ther read ~ndi viduals out of t_~e 
party, or to engage in purges . vie should r e coBnize frankly thAt the 
Republican party should be big enough to have room within it for differenc e i 
of o;m.nion . We should realize that if it disipates its energies, in bi t t er, 

i nterna l c onflic t , i t 1ill fail t o serve its plac e in th me chanics of our 
government . It has an underlyi ng responsibility to maintain itself as a 
vehic l e availabl e in the f uture as an alternat i ve f or the pe ople . The 
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existen ce of two grent po itic 1 parties presenting alternative choices 
to the people on hlectio Day is a very basic part of the functioning 
of our form of government . 'vie ha ve observed tha t the totalitarian 
procedure in politics consisted of outla in all but one politic~ l party . 
'Jith the consequent elimination of alternatives before the people , it is 
comparatively simpl e to abolish the basic freedoms and to establish and 
maintain ruthless di ctatorship . Every citizen should have a continuing 
intere st in the maintenance of two strong politica 1 parties in this 
~ountry .- - " -Addre~s to the Ripon Republican Club , Clevela~d , Ohio, Oct . 
22 , 1941. 

The Leaders In Pea ce -Reconstruction 

" e should lead in tho se days of peace , - which 'Ie hope and 
pray are not too far 9istant ,-after the totalitarian might has been 
defeated , in developing a system of justice between nations based upon 
a charter of rights , with force as a police power and not as a ruthless 
agressor ' s c lub .- -

LOOking forward to the post-~ar period , it is clear that 
there wi ll be a tremendous need for a reconstruction Ie d ]rship to cuide 
this country , with its then extreme l y heavy debt , through the period of 
readjustment . By planl'1 ing ahead real'1stically and carefully, the 
Republican party can be in the position to p~ovide that leadership . It 
should include carefully worked out finance policies . A part of it should 
be the adequ - te meet ng . of the ne eds of the people dur ing there d justment • 
Basically it should seek to reestablish a system of free enterprise and not 
drift into a master controlled economy . " -Address to the ipon Republican 
Club , Cleveland , Ohio, Oct . 22 , 1941 . 

On Isolationism 

"It is c lear that this country cannot have two fore ign 
polic ies . Any policy will involve serious risks in these chaotic world 
condi tions . But those dangers will not be as gra ve as v/ould be the 
results, if we were to tear this country internally with dissension and 
divide it with betterness . ' 

The plain facts of sqience in the development of communi ­
cation , travel , and industry , make isolation impossible . - - " -Address to the 
Ri pon Republican Club , Cleveland , OhiO, Oct . 22 , 1941 . 
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