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NOTE: I think this should have your attention. Would like 
to know about this man. Think the letter from Congressman 
Plumley should be answered preferably by you or RadebauEh or ~ 
someone explaining that a small group of ~R Fp~Re}8~0~ 
supporters handled the Wisconsin matter and were . sincere and 
were insistent because they believed in their man above every-
one, including W. W. The letter might state that his letter 
was referred for reply or something of that kind. I believe 
that you should see that such a careful letter is written. You 
know the principles on which the S. campaign was conducted -
constructive - attacking no one - not against W. or anyone but 
for S. on his principles and record. Might indicate results as 
between S. & W. in Wisconsin, Nebraska. 

Member 
!.f111ion Dollar Round Table 

SECURITY UTUAL LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 

Binghampton, N. Y. 

~ILTON R. POLLAND 
General Agent 

312 E. Wisconsin Avenue 
Milwaukee 2, Wisconsin 

Commander Harold Stassen 
World Security Conference 
San Francisco, California 

Dear Commander Stassen: 

Telephone Marquette 1535 

May 24tl:l, 1945 

It has been some time now since I mailed out the last 
of the reprints of your "American t¥orld Policy For Peace & 
Prosperity" speech. In looking over what I imagine is the 
bulk of the replies to this mailing, I find a surprisingly 
large number of comments and favorable impressions. Of 
course a lot of them came in from those to whom I had also 
included a personal letter, but a good number have also come 
in from those who got only the mimeographed copy. 

I have asked }.ir. Harold Gauer, my personal assistant in 
this matter, to go through this file and extract some of the 
comment and observations recleved that might be of interest 
to you, and these are appended herewith. 

I might add that people locally hare also CQntacted me perso nally wl t"n t heir expreBslDns 01" goon wl 1 and orrere to 
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help in any way they can. Charles I. Wesley, Miiwaukee indus­
trialist for instance, who was for Dewey in 1940, and who 
stayed away from Willkie in 1944, is enthusiastic and has 
committed himself to me for all possible support. Another is 
Colonel Piasecki of the 4th congressional district, publisher 
of the Kurier Polski an influential Polisp Daily newspaper, 
who insists that support for you is a very important matter. 

Ex~rpts from the file on your speech reprint follow: 

RALPH NELSON Register of Deeds, Superior, Wisconsin: 

"I hope my negligence in writing does not appear to be a lack of 
enthusiasm for Commander Stassen's beliefs and ideals. In my 
opinion he measures higher on World Affairs than any statesman 
on the political horizon today. I am afraid, however, that if 
the Republican majority does not face the next campaign realis­
tically they will be doomed for a long time. Thus we cannot 
afford to gamble on a standard bearer. We will have to exert 
every effort to give America a chance to vote for a man who 
states his views as clearly and frankly as Stassen. In this 
connection it is our duty to see that the forces who so smugly 
stopped Wendell Willkie will never have the chance to select a 
nomine~ again. You can count on me .... etc." 

GORDON H KEYES, Shawano, Wisconsin: 

II Thanks etc. Since I did not hear it broadcast I was very 
interested ..... have been much interested in Mr. Stassen's 
progress. Since Mr~ Willkie'sdeath it is fortunate to have 
him expounding substantially the same sentiments. . .... 1 am, 
unfortunately, living in what might be called one of Col. Mc-
Cormick's better fertilized garden spots .... fortunately most of 
Wisconsin seems a trifle less reactionary .... 1 believe many of 
us, instead of FDR, would have voted for either Commander Stassen 
or Mr. Willkie had it been possible to do so. I would appre­
ciate future information about Commander Stassen, and think local 
papers will help out if they get the material in time. I shall 
be glad to do what I can to aid in su~porting Mr. Willkie's most 
logical successor, Commander Stassen. I 

C. H. Strick, Euclaire, Wiscons1n 

"Commander Stassen pays a beau.tiful tribute to my good friend 
Wendell Willkie. If there is anything I can do to help the cause 
along I sure will do so, etc ..... 11 

J. D. FERGUSON, Pres1dent & Editor M11waukee Journal: 

"Thanks for your letter about Commander Stassen. I should 
like very much to talk with him either at the JOURNAL, or I 
would be pleased to have you and the Commander either at lunch-
eon or for dinner ...... etc. 1I 
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BILL GHARRITY, Qhippewa Herald-Tele~ram, Chippewa Falls Wis.: 

""I have been watching this guy for some time ..... I agree with 
every sentence in his speech, the only thing is I am just human 
enough to keep asking myself what the hell he was doing in there 
last campaign if he wasn't splitting our vote. Even so, perhaps 
we ought to start thinking about him in connection with 1948 and 
if so, perhaps we ought to do our thinking early ..... " 

CONGRESSMAN CHARLES A PLUl4LEY of Vermont: 

"Thanks, etc. Hearing it and reading it, I felt almost as 
though Wendell Willkie himself were speaking •..... What I don't 
understand is why Stassen permitted his name to be used against 
Willkie. I have been told that he did not permit it and it was 
done over his protest. I would like to know about that for sure. 
And I am one of a very large number of good Republicans who will 
want to know the answer to that question eventually. Etc .... " 

C. E. BROUGHTON, Sheboygan Press. Sheboygan, Wisconsin: 

uln the immediate future I intend to publish this as a special 
feature. I would like a photograph from which I can make a 
double column cut of Commander Stassen. Can you furnish this 
to me? I commend your attitude on Commander Stassen ... etc ..... " 

JOHN COWLES, President, Minneapolis Star Journal & Tribune: 

"The speech was excellent. After the war Stassen will have, I 
think, a great future in public service." ..... To my mind, he 
fills the shoes that Willkie's death has left vacant, than any 
other man in the country ..... etc." 

D.C.EVEREST, President. Marathon Corporation, Rothschild, Wis: 

" ..... very sensible presentation of our present world situation. 
I do not think you have made any mistake in having this speech re­
printed and distributed and I appreciate very much ... etc." 

J.A.O.Preuss, Vice President W.A.Alexander & Co.: 

II I had the privilege of talking to him the day before he le ft for 
the South Pacific, etc ...... " 

BEN • ARCUS, State Motor Vehicle Dept, Madison, Wisconsin 

II ••••• heard same over the radio, I would like to keep this speech 
however, for future reference. I am very glad that Mr. Stassen is 
following in the line of Mr. Willkie, etc •.... " 

EDMUND WATERMAN, 19 Rector St., New York City 

" ..... do you know the Commander personally? If so, I would like you 
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to extend an invitation to him to meet with a group of our 
faith either in Chicago or New York at his convenience. It· 
would be helpful if some of us knew him and he knew them •.. etc." 

BARTLEY C. CRUM, San Francisco California 

" ...• it is one of the best speeches that has been made. It received 
widespread approval here •..• as of this writing Commander Stassen 
appears to me to be the logical contender for the Republican nomi­
nation. Certainly he is the only progressive Republican I know who 
at this time, has a chance •••..• 1 feel that it is up to all of us 
to back Harold up to the hilt in the San Francisco conference. He 
will. have very shrewd opponents, who not only mean no good to him but 
also no good to the country •••.• of course, you know that before 
Wendell's death he felt pretty bitter about Harold. He had a 
feeling, I think, that in the Wisconsin Primary fight, the Stassen 
forces were aligned with very r~actionary groups. You would know 
much better than I whether Wendell's feeling was borne out by the 
facts. • •.• my own conviction, however, is that Stassen is genuinely 
devoted to the cause in which we all believe, and in all probability 
we will find him the only person who can both get the Republican 
nomination and be elected •••••••. etc." 

M. C. EPIFANIO, Stamford, Connecticut: 

til think it was splendid of you to have this circulated and 
feel you are doing a great public service. i would be grateful 
if you would forward me 16 copies of reprints of Commander 
Stassen's ~adio speech with your invoice, etc ..... " 

J. P. KLEIN, Wausau, Wisconsin; 

" ... :.Commander Stassen comes out fearlessly instead of with 
meaningless phrases ..... would you please send a copy to Mr. 
George Till, of this city who heard his speech as was much 
impressed with it. . .... etc." 

The above comments'seem to be representative of the 
whole, and include some of the less articulate reactions also, 
which, I feel are nONR ~ less valuable than those of our 
more active friends. 

HG/ 

With every best wish, I am 

(Press clipping) 

Yours most sincerely 

Milt Polland 

Milton R. Polland 

"INSIDE STUFF - Some of Wisconsin's bigwig 
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Republicans are sending word to Cdr. Harold E. Stassen, 
Minnesota's farmer governor, that they think well of him as 
presidential timber in 1948. Stassen has said that the United 
States has left tisolationism far behind . ' In this group are 
bigwigs who were cool toward 'one world' Willkie." 
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TJJHOOVER . . RY ON WAR, REVOLUTION, AND PEACE 

H. H. FISHER, Chairman 

Professor of History 

NINA ALMOND, Librarian and 
Contultant in Rerearch 

DIRECTORS 

J. S. DAVIS 

Director of Food 
Research Institute 

HERBERT HOOVER, Founder 

RALPH H. LUTZ 

Professor of History and 
Dean of Graduate Study 

E. G. MEARS 

Professor of Geography 
and International Trade 

EDGAR RICKARD 

Chairman, Belgian American 
Educational Foundation 

E. E. ROBINSON 

Margaret Byrne Professor 
of American History 

GRAHAM STUART 

Professor of Political Science 

ROBERT E. SWAIN 

Professor of Chemistry, 
Emeritus 

ALoNZO E. TAYLOR 

Director of Food Research 
Institute, Emeritus 

DoNALD B. TRESIDDER 

President of Stanford University 

NATHAN VAN PATTEN 

Director of University Libraries 

RAy LYMAN WILBUR 

Chancellor of Stanford University 

AND HOOVER RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

STANFORD UNIVERSITY, CALIFORNIA 

May 28 , 1945 

TO: com A.J.'fDER STASSEN 

FROM: H. H. FISHER 

Here is the book v;-hich I mentioned some days ago and attac ed is 
a copy of the l etter of acknowledgment which I have ~Titten to 
Mr . Guerard. 

As I said the other day, he is one of the most -isting,uished of 
contemporary writers on European affairs anc a very great ae~irer 
of the stand you have taken on international questions. 

FlIF)fs 
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Hoover Library 

Dear Albert: 

May 28 , 1945 

Because I have not been to the city at reasonable 
hours for severe~ days I did not turn over your book to 
Commrulder Stassen as promptly as I intended to . 

I kno. that -_e -;-;i11 ap reciate vel-Y much your 
kina.ness in presenting it to him and .. :ill. value the 
inscription although you -id not give him quite all the 
rank he has earned. He is, as you realize, frightfully 
busy auG there is bounr to be considerable delay in his 
acknorlecgment, partly th:!'ou h my fault and because of the 
g~eat pressure he is working under . 

HHF)fs 

Professor Albert Guerard 
Stanford University 
California 

Sincerely, 

H. H. Fisher 
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RUSSELl". n. BE~~TT 
J.L"\1ES G. BENNETT 

THEODORE W.BE~TT 

THE BENNETT OFFIOJ3 

1801 FOSHAY TO'i\--:ER 

MThTNEAPOLrS, Mrl'o,"TN.ESOTA 

CABLES . RUSSW1N, MINNEAPOLIS 

",VALLA.O"Jl! P.·"F\ERHIS 1 SEC'V 
f3m~ e'rFInE"' 61Hf 
JO'HN· AURA, AUDITOR 

TIlE RGDDORE GOMFA...~ 

QL"<DOM L"<DUSTRIES, L TD. 

Commander Harold E. Stassen 
1i'airmont -q"ote1 
~an wrancisco, ~ali~ornia 

Dear Parold: 

PERSONAL 

June 4th, 1945 

The insurance savinp;s account in the 1i'armers & Mechanics is in good 
shaDe with a balance on hand more than sufficient to cover insurance premiums 
for the next twelve months. 

Some of l!falter .Yudd t c; friends and supnorters are urging that he go 
out for the ~eTlate seat now held by Shipstead. I am inclined to view this as 
unwise or at least premature. There is a strong tradition in Minnesota against 
having two United States senators from the Cities; also Walter Judd is not as 
widely known in the Senate as he should be and he would have to make a great many 
aDPearances to overcome this handicap. He is, however, a forceful sneaker and 
one who captures an audience by the obvious sincerity of his nature. This in 
time and with sufficient camnaiflning might have the same effect in the State at 
large as it has had in the Wifth District. He recently voted in favor of extend­
ing the reciprocal trade powers of the President and in so doin~ ran counter to 
very strong party pressure. This vote might hurt him in the rural districts. 

~his letter is merely to say that I would not at nresent like to see 
Walter declare himself for the Senate. I doubt whether he will. I still would 
like to see you run, or at least not declare that you would not run. I believe 
that you would show in Congress the canacity to lead your narty. I believe a 
preat many innenendent voters did not cast their ballots for Wi11kie in 1940 be­
cause they thought that he would not have his narty behind him if he were elected 
and couJd not carry out his liberal Dolicies and nlans. The indenendent vote 
will again decide the issue in 1948 and the candidate must demonstrate the cana­
city to carry the narty a1on~ with hi~ for this,I believeJ wil1 be the yardstick 
which this indeuendent vote will anp1y to the Renublican nominee. Without the 
demonstration of such nower the electorate may turn down even the ~ost well-liked 
and eloquent candidate. 

There are, of coursA, many difficulties in the way. The latest you 
could file !'or the Drimari~s would be in 1~arch, 1946. If elected in 1'1ovember 
you would not take office until January of 194? and would have then a short period 
of only eighteen calendar months in which to demonstrate this party leadershin 
to which I atta~h such importance. 

RIR 
mRIL 



~ommander Harold E. Stassen .2. june 4th, 1945 

I hope you do not mind these animadversions. I know how extremely busy 
you are and share with your many friends a feeling of oride in your many accomplish­
ments. 

Yours very truly, 

R't1l3ennett:VL 



THE SOLICITOR GENERAL 

WASHINGTON 

My dear Commander: 

San Francisco 
June 4, 1945 

The work of Commission IV 
has now progressed so far toward conclusion 
that I am planning to leave for Washington 
this coming Friday, June 8, unless you think 
there is need for me to remain longer. I 
think Commission IV has come through the 
various discussions and formulation of pro­
visions satisfactorily. The I'l'orld Court 
problems are nearing complete solution, and 
the other legal problems , which have come 
before Committee 2, have been thrashed out 
so that in a few days little wi l l remain to 
be done. 

I have not only enjoyed the 
work but am pleased to have had the opportunity 
to do it. I have tremendously admired your 
participat i on in the Conference , and am sure 
the Conference will end reasonably soon with a 
great step forward. 

With personal regards and 
every good wish, believe me 

Yours very sincerely, 

Commander Harold E. stassen,~ u., 
Fairmont Hotel I 

San Francisco, California 

I 
I 
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