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TEXT OF SPEECH GIV£;H BY HAROLD E. STASSEN A'l' LUNCHEON IN NEY; YORK BEFORE YOUNG 
REPUBLIC ANS ON J ANU P .... TtY 5th, 1948. 

The overshadowing question of our time is that of future world war or 
world peace. The primary objective of America must be to win and maintain expand­
ing individual freedom for ourselves and for others \'lithout the holocaust of a 
third rlOrld war . 

The objective is an objective so challenging in its difficulties and so 
thrilling in its rewards for all mankind as to inspire the best that is in youth 
of America. 

Considering the current state of world relationships, reviewing the two­
year record of the United Nations and analyzing the clash and conflict of systems 
and ideas with Russia , I believe it is imperative that our Republican party propose 
a positive far-reaching policy in 1948 and seek Democratic agreement upon it in 
their subsequent convention 8S a bipartisan policy and enlist general public appro­
val for it as an American policy. 

As the capstone of that policy I propose that the United States initiate 
the calling of a major Unit-ed Nations convention in the year 1950 for the purpose 
of amending and re'writing the charter and strengthening the United Nations for its 
noble and vital task, in the interest of mankind. 

Such a convention can be called under the present c~~rter without a veto. 
It appears to me that it is necessary and essential that it be called. 

In .the first instance, it vlill se't a constructive goal out ahead of all 
the current clashes and disappointments and failures of parleys and of :te.lation­
ships. It 'will rerye to emphasize that our ultimate American objectives are for 
peace and progress and freedom of mankind. It will brighten the hopes of peoples 
everywhere. The sum total of depressed minds and helpless attitudes is now a 
staggering millstone on the world. 

Clearly the United Nations needs strengthening. Definitely it requires 
a nevI voting method to end the single-povler veto, nevI means of developing its own 
police force. 

Think how evident, in troubled parts of the world, is need for a U. N. 
constabulary to move in; new steps tonard the rule of laws in special problems 
and in human rights on a world-vlide level, in the place of the domination of men 
or of absolute sovereign states. 

Certainly atomic energy must be inspected and controlled on a vJorld-wide 
scope. 

I say in all earnestness, today there are grounds for hope that if we 
measure up to our interim responsibilities, the situation in 1S'50 will be right for 
progress in the United Nations . 

But TIhile I sketch in broad strokes the imperative need of setting this 
target · in 1950 'before' the,:.llorld," I . do' not nlirifmize ·the ·., importance ;of , ·the interini-,· · 
steps. , 
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In fact, the decisions and actions in the intervening months and years .. ~: '; 
will L~ large measure prescribe the prospects of success of the major later venture. 

Fe must demonstrate the continued success of our free economy in America 
with. its modern people's capitalism, its high production and its excellent distri­
bution. 

Tt,is requires a netr:ork of interrelated measures of limited powers in 
government, of curbs on excessive credit to decrease inflationary pressures, of 
supervision of exports to avoid too great an impact of world-wide shortages upon 
our domestic economy, of limiting of inventories to prevent hoarding, of economy. 
in the civilian activities of government and of a variable federal fiscal program, 
all to check booms and avoid depression busts, TIhile maintaining that precious 
individual economic freedom. 

Supplementary action on the housing and health and education shortcomings 
is also indicated. 

'Ie should follow through throoughly with Sen. Vandenberg to carry through 
the Marshall plan for rebuilding Europe~ placing it on a sound and businesslike 
basis, establishing proper economic conditions to increase its prospects of success 
but above all, treating it as the bipartis~m program that it is and not permitting 
quibbling or politics to delay and handicap or cut in half and destroy this essen-
tial program. ' 

17e should maintl3.in a strong military position and increase our air power 
and enlarge our research. This is essential for the dual reasons that no one can 
guarantee futu~e peace and the decisions of others are more likely to be for peace 
if we are strong. 

Our economic practices in t l:is interim must be consistent with our for­
eign policy. 

Specifically, l'1e should promptly stop shipping to Russia heavy machinery 
machine tools, electric?l control devices and other apparatus and o~uipment which 
could become a part of a Communist ViaI' machine in a future yoar. 

This stoppage of this type of equipment, not a complete boycott - should 
be our rule unless and until the leaders in the Kremlin show by definite agreement 
and action that they will co-operate in rebuilding Europe. 

According to latest available statistics, in 1947 the United States 
shipped more industrial machinery to Russia than to either France of Lngland and 
more electrical machinery to Russia than to France and England combined. This does 
not make sense under the current obstructionist policies of the politburo. 

Heither the attef.lps to minimize the amounts nor to refer to our imports 
justify this inconsistency. The claim that ./e receive most of our essential man­
ganese and chrome ore from Russia is not true. 1,:e have received less than 1/3 of 
our total imports of these tVIO ores from Russi,a and 1"]8 can, 1.".'ith compRrative ease, 
develop the other sources if necessary to fill our c0mplete needs. 

lie should promptly initiate an extensive worldwide campaign of ideas to 
combat the propaganda line of the Communists of Russia. Its objective should be 
to aivocate, explain and inspire, individual freedom for men everYi11:.ere. 
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It should go far beyond the voj.ce of American broadcasts and Ylith versa­
satility and resourcefulness assist the gennine desire for freedom and slake the 
worldwide thirst for truth, and for information. 

If these five interim phases are well carried out, the year 1950 could 
see this situation: 

Continued success of the AJ11erican economic system marl:ed progress in re­
building Europe, nith risin[' standards of living and a definite trend toward in­
creased~ individual economic, social a nd political freedom, continued 10VJ produc­
tion and poor living standards in Russia, compounded rather than corrected by the 
ruble purge, the inability of the l<.:remlin successfully to Vl&ge aggressive ,Jar and 
dL'llinishing cO!:lmw1ist strength in other nations. 

This could 17ell be the soil from ,lhich the United nations could er01'! to 
greater strength along \'lith a major realignment of Russian policy. This could 
mean an increased assurance of peace, a brighter outlook for individual freedom 
and human rights, a larger enjoyment of life v!ith hieher production and easier flail 
of goods, of ideas and of. men betrfe8n nations and tremendous divid.ends of better 
living to all peoples . 

To those rlho mutter "dreamer" and Itvisionaryll to thoughts like these, 
permit me to respond that all broad happy steps in mankind's tortuous prosress , 
including the original establishment of these United states of Anerica, i7ere met 
by such labels. 

Let me further ask for the alternatives to such an integrated program 
of long view. 

Certainly the history of the Ylorld does not recorrmend 11 policy of blind 
and spineless semi-surrender to totalitarian concepts or demands a.s advocated by 
the extreme left now in AmericF.'. From T!1odern LIunich to ancient Athens, history 
says that the road to peace cannot be p.s.ved \'Jith the jellylike blocks of appease­
ment. 

Equally do the lessons of the past ard our own pO'.'Jers of reason tell us 
that problems are not solved by closing our eyes to ther;], nor does time stop march­
ing if \7e reach out to turn back.-Jard the hands of the clock. 

The Young RepUblicans of America can in this year, 1948, make a historic 
impact on the policies of our party and our country. 

Some of our seniors may demonstrate this year policies and practices 
vlhich to the youth of the party appear as short-sighted, obstructionist, evasive 
and narroVl. It rIill be their right to act as they see the issues. But it nill als , 
be not only our right but our duty to oppose them. 

I am convinced that only by such direct and forttright opposition can 
the Republican party in 1948 be a party that is of service, a party that is tuman­
itarian, a party that is victorioks. 
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