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Good evening, fellow citizens of Minnesota.

1 am speeking to you tonight to bring you a revort of develomments in
our national cempaign, to exvress my ithanks for your exceptionsl supnort, and
to discuss aith you our nlans for the coming months in 1948,

Recent news from across the nation has bsen very encouraging. Our
triv to Nes Englend in Januery found sirong supnort of the neonle of the North-
east area of Americe. Many of the outstanding leaders of the Renublican Party
definitely and publicly indicated their decision to back us up at the Nationel
Convention. Our January trip by air throught the Testern Mountain <tetes met
#4ith meny indicetions in ths erouds at public meetines in ‘Jyoming, Idsho, Utah,
lieveda, Arizona, and les Mexico, and in the expressions of potential delegate
gupport «hich was distinetly stronger then six months ago.

Lach nea# step of progress in the campaign affords fresh evidence of
the effective manner in w<hich the men end women of Minnesota have bteen carrying
on this nationaside effort, In nearly every state of the union, peoole heve come
up to me af'ter meetings ond have mentioned letters they have received from
friends or relstives in Minnesots about our cempaign., WVeny times peovle else-
Jhere heve told me cbout Minnescta visitors, in their homes or at their busi-
nesses, who tock time out to sneek a few friendly words about our candidacy.

Likewise in the matter of cempaign funds the peovle of Minnesota have
donc a remerkable job, Iilore then helf of the entire cempaign funds for the en-
tire netional campaign thus fer have been contributed by citizens of Minnesota.
Seven thousand eight hundred &nd twelve men and women of Mfinnesota have made
contributions to the ctmpaign in an averoge emount of a little less than $27.00
apiece. These are the funds that heve carried more than half of the whole cem-
paign nationally. Joined with scattered contributions from other stetes, these
moneys have provided the essenticl means of paying for literature, trevel ex-
pense, radio, postoge, office rent, and other camnaign exvense,

The recent polls taken acroszs the country cerry a favorable indication
thot 4e can 4in this important national election.

It +ill not be easy, but it can be done. I vledge to each of you to-
night that if our cempaign ends in vietory, it will be my unendiing resolve so
to conduet the office of thae Presidency that the neonle of Yinneszota will never
regret their early end enthusiastic and loyal supnort,

/e will endeavor to carry out neticnelly tlie some fundamental vphilo-
sophy of government, the sane truly liberal Republicen program, #hich on a
smaller scale, Jsith your heln, we conducted in Minnesota. Naturally T have been
pleased and nroud of the splendid records thet the Honorsble Fdward T. Thye and
the Honorable Luther Youngdohl heve made as succeeding Governors; I have been
thrilled by the exceptional support that the neovle of ifinnesota have given to
their truly liberal philosophy on the shole side renge of pclicy eof the Repub-
licen Perty in Vinnesota.
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It will be our endeavor to work toserd an increesingly better life
for the people of imerica and of all mankind, with expanding freedom and with-
out the suffering csused by booms and busts in an economy.

It will be our endeavor to win a victory for expanding freedom of
Americans and of others without the tragedy of a third world war.

T+ @ill be our endeavor to follow a truly liberal program in keeping
#ith the superb tradition of ths founder of the Republican Party, Abrahem Lin-
coln, #ith his humanitarian concern end his firm determination.

A8 #e carry on this ceampaign, I will deeply avpreciate your cont inued
assistance. The Wisconsin Primary on April éth will be of great imporiance.
The letters and contacts that you can meke with your friends and relatives in
thet state will count, Likewise, as the campaign increeses, the need for cam-
paign funds is ever greater and nes contributions are needed, e are still
following the policy, and will continue to follow it, that we will not accept
any funds from anyone aith strings attached. Neither will we accept any con-
tributions that are disproportionately large. Our campaign will continue to
depend on the large number of smaller contributions. ™We will continue to in-
sist upon being free to make future decisions in accordence #ith what avpears
to be the best interests of the people as a whole,

I elso urge upon my friends in Minnesota that in carrying on this
cempaign, they do not meke any aitack upon other candidastes for the Presidency.
Let us carry on our effort through & constructive presentation of our position
on the great issues before our country, both in domestic and foreign affairs.
Let us never engage in any persontl attecks or bitter differences, but rather
present to the people for their decision our liberal philosophy of government
as it affects direct decisions. Furthermore, I trust my friends in Minnesota
#ill give a courteous welcome to any leaders of the Republican Party who come
into the state and give them & friendly heering upon their views upon the pro-
blems before our party and our country. I specificslly trust and urge that
#when Senator Robert Taft is in St. Paul for the Lincoln Day Dinner, he be ex-
tended every consideration and courtesy. He is & leesder of our Reoublican Party
for #hom I have a high regerd and a deep respvect, even though I do differ wsith
him on many policies, I also trust that Senator Raymond Beldwin of Connecticut
#ho appears for the Minnespolis Lincoln Day Dinner will be given a thoughtful
reception. I eguelly hope that if Governor Thomas E. Dewey comes to Minnesota
during the campaign, he will be given a good sudience and careful consideration
of his views. Je should never lose sight of the fact that it is our objective
that the Republican Party should be united after the nominating in Philadelphia
for victory in the Tinal election. Beyond that the entire country should be
united after next November in meeting the crucial decisions for the great ques-
tions of domestic and foreign policy and fulfilling its leadership in world
affeirs for peace and progress.

The best of conduct of a govermment of free people reaquires that is-
sues should be met in a forthright, direct menner, that contests should be joined
in accordance with free elections, &nd that the decision of the people should
be respected.

I pledge to you a vigorous cempaign in the best of American Revublican
tradition. ‘e will carry on, humbly draving lessons from the words and deeds of
that first Republican President, Abrahem Lincoln, whose humanitarian views, quiet
determination, and deep, true liberclism meant so much to our imerica.

Thank you and good evening.
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