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NEIGHBORS FOR STASSEN, National Building, l~inn88uolis 2. 

For rel e,-,-se to tho rr ,~s s end riadi 0 September 20, 1947. 
(.b.uthorized Ldvcnce of l.ddress of H~.~(}l1 E. S'r.t'lS? :=- of }Hnnesota , to the Eastern 
'3tates Exposition, e. t Springfield , lI.iassachusetts, Se'9te'TIuer 20 , 1 947 .) 

Hr. Chairmen , Fello./ Citizens : 

I bring greetings f r om thE:' I'iinnesota ~tate Fair, gre£.test fair of the 
.lest , to 'thi s outstand i ng En.3t~l'n ', tates F_xl)os i tion. 

I realize thc.t politicblly jt is eon<' j dere0. dise on an occe.sion of this 
kind to prtise the exposi~ior! , prC'!.se Lie audi :=nce, 1;lreise the exhibits, tel l e 
s tory and sit do,m. 

But ./e meet at a tirr:.e "hen fo,)d , which i s the central object of thi s 
exposition, is pJ.so the centrc.l qU9stion in toth n&tional and tiorld.iide affairs • 
.'i i th your permission , I ,vould In:e to discuss t h is problem with you very frankly 
and directly . 

Yood ')ricos today for the Arr..ericclil fcmily are lO t the hiChest T)oint in 
our history. 

The .A'1:eriCall people are nOI'/ eating more food then they ever ate before. 

This next ,'linter there will be a gre c:.ter need of food fro:n iJnerica to 
prevent suffering ffi.d chacs in Eur ope then ever before . 

The Communists '1lGuld 11 ke to see c:haos i! ~ Europe cmd are today trying 
to obstruct the harvest in It[..l~T . 

',,!hat do these hord fects eLld up to 1.!1 ter>n3 of ,))olicy for our country? 

Is it f.ot clear th&t ./e must st,op the infl at ionary orice N8ge spiral in 
j,merica , if' ,Ie are to bvoid a buO"'1 fm~; 6 bU.Jt si'TIilcr to our trE.gic ex~erience 
after ,;orld ,Jar I? 1 3 it not clear thE.t the place to stop the price llE.g e spiral 
i s by bringing dONn the price of food? 

It is my vie.I that the sensible mOflnE:;r to do this is for the President 
t o ini tiete promptl~T a nationNide coordiLl&ted voluntary " saye food" '!)ro C)r2Jn . It 
should have definite quotas of standards for inCiv idue.ls &nd for industrie,'3 . It 
should include organi zed resistance to excessive prices . rrhe tarcet ought to be 
(\ 20% drop in total f ood consumotion and a 15% c.rop i.n uri ees . Thj s can be 
G.ccomplished if the press, redio, m&gazines and movies e.re enlisted to give actiVE 
sup'J)ort to the voluntary It'..obHiz ation of the pecple of the country on a definite 
uract ical prOcri, !l~ including meatless days end .Jhev.tless dc.ys , less .vaste and 
smal'ler portions . 

SOGle claim that it i s un,dse to propose this because it ilill mean that 
the f t.rmera .;ill r eceive a b it le3s for their 1)1'0.:111c1:;s . This claim, insults the 
intelligellce of the .fu"l18rican f'(r~er . I firn confj dent that the fErmers lIould much 
prefer a slightly 10./er price in 1947 and 1 948 in place of boom prices nOil and a 
uepresE:i on crash 1 '·.ter . 
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Such a progra~ of ~ood cons ervation and buyer resistance Nill bring 
do,vn food prices a.'1d will also 1Jl£ke it possible for a careful sound measure of 
governm8ntal purchasing to provide the necessary extra food for Europe this 
next dinter. 

Coupled .vi th this program the I'lage curve of the dangerous spirE.l should 
al so be levelled off. The point at ,v~ich to do tni s is those factory {{ages which 
have already been increcsed more than the average emount of rai s e since the .var. 
special emphas i s should then be placed on bringing the v'/hite colla r salaries of 
teachers and clerks and office .Yorkers up to a f air balance .vi th other . .,ages and 
prices . 

This is the route t o better future living conditions for the American 
people as a Nhola . 

It is an essential step to cexry through our resuonsibility of l eader­
ship in the Norld and .vill increase the chance of ,vin..'1ing peEce . 

It r equires f orthright promp t action by the President. The program c an­
not be set in motion any ot~orNay . .7e have already drifted too long and delayed 
too much . 

jlllY attempt to institute compuls ory r a tioning and price cont rol at thi s 
time Nould fail and vVould cause a vicious black market ano. dec reased production . 

The volun-';;ary method crn succ e ed . The .h..merican people will cooperate 
if the President .vill give the definite leadership .vhieh it is his duty to pro­
Vide. That is the plea and challenge nhieh I believe the cit i zens of our country 
JOln in presenting to the President as he steps off the Battleship Missouri and 
returns to .:ash ington. 
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