NEIGHBORS FOR ST: SJEN, Minneepolis 2, Minnesota

"STRAIGHT FROM THE SHOULDER"

(Address of Harold E. Stassen of Minnesota, delivered at a public meeting at the
MIL.AUKEE AUDITORIUM, sponsored by the Republican Orgenization of WISCCNSIN and

the Stassen for President Volunteers of .isconsin, at 8:30 PM, November 24,
1947, end broadcast over the American Broedcesting Company networks.,)

Mr, Chairman, Senator McCarthy, Governor Youngdehl, Distinguished Guests, My
Neighbors of lisconsin, Fellow-citizens all:

Tao years ago, upon return to civilien life, on being guestioned in
Chicago as to my future activities, I responded that I intended to do every-
thing within my power to help build a truly liberal, humenitarian, and victori-
ous Republicen Perty.

A year sgo, on December 17th in Jeshington, on being directly asked
by the Press whether I intended to be & candidate for the Republican nomination
for President, I ansvered freankly and truthfully, "Yes, I do."

Tonight, in Milwaukee, we open the definite drive for delegates to
the Republicen National Convention in Philadelphia and for nomination as the
Republican standard besrer in 1948.

Tonight, inscfar es vossible, within the 1imits of one short address,
I wish to pledge to you what my objectives would be as your President, what the
method of conducting our campaign #ill be, and what you cen do if you wish to
help.

I realize full well that this is not considered as the politically
wise thing to do. I knos thet the powerful President pickers consider that it
is wrong to be sco frank and forthright with the members of the Republicmn Party
end will the people of smerica. It is their view that the correct proceedure
is to conduct very elaborute operations of looking the other way; that the hard
controversial issues of the day should be avoided and the people should not be
told our viess upon them; that a long vacation trip should be taken edmiring
mounteins end lakes and rivers snd flowers and crops and livestock; but that
great care should be teken never to meet a difficult reel problem face to fece.
These riders of regel reaction hold that a position of photogenic aveilability
cshould be maintained until such time as a key group of their men, with dele-
gates in their pockets, make hard, tough, secret deals for a nomination and a
subsequent aéministration.

Feedless to add, whatever may be my own nolitical fortune, I do not
believe in thet tynme of politics. I don't believe that it #ill yield the kind
of leadership or administration thet is essential for our country in this
eritical period in world history.

Thus &t the very opening of our campaign, I present to you, straight
from the shoulder, the overall goals that I would have as your ®resident.

These &re the two goals which #e would keep before us as the beacon-
lights while we thought an. acted upon the manifold dsy to day and month to
month problems.

First: To gain an increasingly better life for ourselves and for
others, avoiding booms and busts and vigorously mainteining & free economy in
imerica.

Second: To win an expanding individual freedom for Lmericens and for
mankind, without the tragedy of & third sorld wer.

411 other issues would be kept in a position subordinate to these
overell objectives, &nd all other problems would be resolved, having in mind
their effect on these over-riding goals.

Snecific discussion of some of our more immediate and detailed ques-
tions might serve to throw light upon my meening in the broad stroke of these
statememts and will also stimulate consideration of the specific detsiled
measures,

48 you know, I have presented in gre:iter detail and precision in my

neJsly vublished book, " there I Stand”, provosals in a wide range of these issues,
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It is my view that if we are to maintain a healthy domestic economy
in smerice, Je must give priority attention to the two dark spots in our econ-
omic system - the extreme shortege of housing, and the lack of adequate hezlth
service for the aversge citizen.

/e need a solid united support of the people of fmerica behind our
economic system and our form of govermment if we are to be successful in the
crucial world contest of ways of life in ahich we are now engaged. DBut is it
not cleer thet brillient orctory sbout the fmerican system Talls on slightly
skeptical ears when it reaches those million and more of veteresns who served
their country in the late wer but now cannot find a home for themselves and
their femilies.

ie must take major resolute action to bresk through the housing jem in
imerice. It requires action by government. It should be action consistent with
the fundementel orinciples of individual ownership, vrivate cepital snd free
J#orkmen of the /merican system. Specifically, here is what I provose: That the
Tederel government promptly embark upon a major mass housebuilding progrsm in
«#hich huge projects of as many as 25 thousand units are let out on contraect to
private builders for mess, on the site, construction. Through this we will be-
gin to trenslete to the housebuilding field, the kind of efficiency, economy
and speed wshich imerica has developed in the building of automobiles, refriger-
ators, tractors, radios, furniture, and airplanes, Cities selected for the
projects should be those thet are not only congested, but in which the city ad-
ministretion presents a modern up-to-dete building ordinance which does not
hamstring #ith archaic provisicns the attempts at modern construction. They
should be the cities in which building lebor modernizes its rules and prectices,
and insteed of presenting & network of featherbedding rules, with petty juris-
dictional squabbles, developed &t & time when they were seeking to orotect
shrinking building jobs in a depression, adopts a nes set of rules designed to
build the largest possible number of houses at the least cost, demending upon
the entire success of the whole americen economy for their future high employ-~
ment and steedy jobs.

These major projects should be develcped in a manner that the supply
of lumber, plumbing, electrical equivment end 21l the other comvonent parts of
& house &re expanded for them. The entire field of crdinary construction of
teilormade houses to suit owners, or of private builders for re-sale, should be
encourcged to proceed in its present manner. The major neaw developments under
the Federal mass home-building progrem should be used in the first instence to
exv-nd the number of houses availsble. Then as total construction stevs up and
aveilability of housing improves, the federal program should replace as many
existing structures in the slums as news units are furnished, so that in their
long range calculations private cepital and builders can make their plans and
their estimates aithout major regard for the federel orogrem.

Exverience of the last twenty years with the very difficult restraints
by ordinences and loctl texes and union vractices, secem to me to clearly call
for this kind of mejor action to bresk through.

But equally important, Uncle Sam should not become & landlord. There-
fore I propose that the finished houses should be promptly sold, vartly to owner
occupiers and osner coonerztive occupiers, somewhat as in the Swedish and Nor-
Jegien plens, end partly to insurance companies and other sources of major cap-
itel for investment and rental.

I am opposed to public housing in which government becomes the land-
lord, as it has all the sbuses and the weakness of buresucratic supervision, and
opens up political favoritism and adds excess centralized power in government.

In the health field, it is my proposal thet nes insurence coverage be
extended for major medical and hospital expense but not for the ordinary run of
such expense.

Specifically, everyone on social security should be covered by a new
insurence that will pay duly verified and reasonable bills which are necessarily
incurred for medical and hospital expense in excess of §250 in any one yesar.
Amounts below# $250 in a yezr ere to continue to be the versonsl responsibility
of the individual to be covered by savings or payments by himself or by his own
voluntary blue cross hospitel plan or perscnal private insurance or other mesns.
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Through this meens, the economic catastrophe thet now comes with major
illness or accideht to an individual or cne of his loved ones, is removed, but
the entire independence of the medicel profession and the personal responsibility
of the individual citizen for his ordinery expense is retained. This proposal
is presented as & means of working out an admittedly important medical and
heolth problem and doing it without entering into the evils of the overell com-
pulsory medical insurence program such as the Jagner-Murray-Dingle Bill. T con-
sider this to be an imerican type of answer to a difficult socisl and economic
problem.

It is my further view that & whole set of policies must be inaugurated
to prevent the boom and bust tendencies of ocur free economy. Among these are
reduction in taxes specificslly to give a break to small new businesses and %o
avoid taking more than one-helf of the income of eny citizen of our country in
time of peace. Both of these measures are important to stimulete the dynemics
of our capitelism and to broaden the competition end increese the oroduction of
our total economic machine. They will tend to prevent the boom side of our cycle
end build bulwarks against the depth of our depression drop. [With this revision
in taxes should come & constant emphasis on efficiency in the Federel Government
with a streamlining of the administretive setups and spending less money in the
civilian activities at Jashington.

Consumer credit control should be maintained to hold back on consumer
credit during the periods of high employment and to ease up shen employment be-
gins to drop. Likewise, &n extensive nrogrom of major Jorthwhile public improve-
ment to be carried on by private contract should alweys be ready to throw into
geer #hen & dip occurs in our economic system.

One of the major supporting vhases of our broad economic policy should
be the insistence that agriculture shouvld never be permitted to be distressed
end shortchemged in our smerican economy. This is not only imvortant for the
purpose of feairness to agriculture, but it is elso a great safeguard against de-
pressions in our economic system. This meéns specifically that floors need to
be maintained to safeguard the income of the femily-sized farm, and to stimulete
production. Coupled with this, there must be & soil conservation vrogram and
continuous reseerch in new uses for cgriculturel products, new varieties of seed,
and reclamation and weter conservation.

A lebor policy thet is fair and just and mainteins z belance between
individuslly managed capital and free organized labor is imperative. In my
judgment this will develop out of the Taft Hartley Lew, with comperstively minor
emendments of that law in accordance with our exverience under it. I do not
agree 7ith the ettecke upon the law made by labor's lecdership and, I submit
that if the members of orgenized labor exsmine this law, which has been labeled
as & bad package, they #ill find that it has good contents for them and for their
country. The provisions to prevent quickie strikes in oublic utilities and coal
end steel and shipping and trensvortation are good nrovisions. The orovisions
for grester sccountability of labor's leadershio to their members of finances
and other union affairs are good provisions. The provisions to decrease the jur-
isdictional strikes &nd outlawing the secondary boycott are good provisions.
Building upon the concept that the overwhelming mejority of the working men and
#omen of imerica ere as loyal and fajithful to their country as are any other
citizens, we can develop a fzir labor nolicy thet maintains a balance between
capitel and labor and yields vroductive results for ell.

Our American economic system has yielded a higher production and a
fairer distribution of goods to all than any other economic system in the history
of the world. By alert developments to meet new problems, by holding fast to
fundamentals but being w#illing to reach out in nes avplications, there is no rea-
son why this couniry cannot maintain extremely high production, without economic
creshes or depressions, #ith an increasing fairness of distribution, and a better
life for its people. Liccomplishing this will be one of the major factors contri-
buting to the advance of standards of living of peoples in other vnarts of the
dorld and to avoiding the holocaust of a third world war.

I say this because it is clear that a major change is needed in the
foreign policy of the Soviet Union of Russia if we are to have bright prosvects
for « lesting peace. The foreign policy of Russia now# is based upon the concept
thet our capitelism is bound to have an economic crash end to fail, One of the
premises for change will be the demonstration thet they ere wrong in this concept.
Qur success at home, coupled with our affimmeative aid to peooles in other parts
of the world, carrying out the Marshell Plan and aid to China, which is now re-
ceiving almost unsnimous public supnort, will cause an increasing movement away
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from the confining effects and low productivity and decreesing liberty of both
socialism znd communism, the larger flow of trede, snd a steadily imoroving
stendard of living for peoples everywhere,

/e look foraard to the day when not only the veoples of Jestern Eur-
ope, but &lso the peoples of Eastern Europe, including Poland, where fete has
been so tragic end unfeir, ere enjoying & better stendard of living and more of
freedom than their present vlight. For this purpose we will rebuild a veaceful
Ruhr, a peaceful Germany, with careful supervision to insure egainst subversion.
Clearly, however, concentrstion upon economic strength must not be our only ap-
proach to the world's problems of peace.

e must follow a consistent over-all nolicy in fmerica. One of the
first inconsistencies to correct is that of the present shioments of machine tools
and precision instruments snd steel procucts to Russia, Unless, and until,
America recches clear agreements «ith Russia fer the constructive and open build-
ing toward peace, <e should not ship one single machine or material that could
become & part of a Communist wer machine.

ve need to give affirmative, strong backing to the growth and devel-
ovment of the Lnited Nations, to recognize its limitetions in its early stages
and maintain for ourselves a strong military peosition for our own future security
and for its stable effect in the «orld, ./e must make it cleer thet we know that
the best #ay to defend the freedon of the imerican peonle is to oonose ruthless
aggression wsherever it first arises in this postwar world. As your President,
I would seek to make it constantly evident to ell the nations of the world thst
they need never feer aggression from .merica, but that if they commit eggression,
they #ill heve cause to fe:r the countermoves of imerica, I would seek to meke
it clear thet we would never follow & policy of spre:sement toward anyone and we
4ould not repeeat the mistekes of Munich or cof Potsdem.

Je must maintain such strength that no one is temnted to try aggres-
sion by force or to endeavor to dominate us by force, and further, so that if
4oy does come &egain to this world, we will #in - end win with a minimum of loss
of 1life. This requires mainteining manpower in our ermeé forces to a reasonsble
degree, keeping strong end trained reserves, alert end recdy airpower, znd un
ghead ~#ith our resecrch.

Te would clso definitely move to clesr uv Communist infiltretion in
smerica and do it aith complete respect for constitutional rights snd individual
¢ivil liberties.

In thias respect we would concentrate first of all upon imnroving the
situation in Ne«# York which is now the center of Communist asctivity in this
country. Over 40 percent of the known Communists are in New York. It is the
place of publication of their newspaper, The Daily .Jorker, and it is the head-
quarters for the activities of the Communists. It is also the center of infil-
tration of some of the major labor unions. It has been a natural terget for
their actions because of its being such a key center of communicastions end of
trade and press. [ith the cooperztion of federal, state end local governments,
this can be promptly cleared up.

In the succeeding w#eeks and monthes I intend to spell out in detail our
program upon the important issues of our time, releting them to our oversll goals
and objectives. I will not do so with an attitude that these things exactly must
be done. Kather do I expose deteiled suggestions to stimulate the search for
anssers, thet others might come to the fore with additional facts &nd alternative
vroposals, and #e might find together the best program that imerica czn follow
and thet our Republican Party cen present. The best of progress in America heas
been made when liberal, forward-looking proposals have been blended and asdjusted
J4ith conservetive attitudes into an agreed program of action. In thet sense, T
do not claush «ith the conservatives of the Renublican Party, but rether do I seek
the ares of sgreement with them of the basis on which #e can join in action by
the Congress and by the nation.
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I say to you tonight very frankly, that if you agree substantially
#ith the proposals end the goals thet we present, I would appreciate your
support in this cempaign. It will be & hard, uphill fight. e will need to
overcome some of the entrenched prejudice within our perty. Je will need to
reach the millions of the people of the country with our message. Je will
need to win primeries and win conventions. The fight will be an uvhill fight,
but it will be a fight worth weging for the future of fmerica. If you would
join with us, spegk to your friends and your neighbors and your reletives.
To this grect auditorium audience I frankly add: Remember thet it also takes
money to carry on a netionside campaign. Speak to the Renublican leaders that
you know, enlist the new voters. 3Steadily build suvport looking toward a vie-
tory in the Jisconsin primary on next /voril 6th, in the Nationsl Convention in
June, =nd in the final election in November. Put above all, look forward to
a forthright, vigorous administration of the government of this great country
in this cruecial period in history, with our eyes lifted to the twin gosls of
gaining a better life, and winning expanding freedom, for ourselves znd for
others in a world &t pecce.
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