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NEIGHBORS l!""OR STl ssm, Minneapolis 2, 'Minnesota 

"STRAIGHT Il'BOM THE SHOULDER" 

(Address of Harold E. stassen of Minnesota, delivered at a public meeting at the 
MIL ,lAuKEE AUDITORIilllT, sponsored by the Republican Organization of WISCONSIN and 
the s tassen for "Oresident Volunteers of ,iisconsin , at 8: 30 Pl\~, }Tovember 24, 
1947, and broadcast over the bmerican Broadcasting Company networks.) 

~~r. Chairman, Senator McCarthy, Governor Youngdehl, Distinguished Guests, "'I[y 
Keighbors of ':Tisconsin, FelloN-ci tizens all: 

TNO years ago, upon return to civilian life, on being questioned in 
Chicago as to my future activit ies, I responded that I intended to do every­
thing .d thin my pONeI' to help build a truly liberal, humanitarian, and victori­
ous Republican Party. 

A year ago, on December 17th in :Jashington, on being directly asked 
by the Press flhether I intended to be a candidate for the Republican nomination 
for "resident , I ans,vered frankly and truthfully, "Yes, I do. 1t 

Tonight, in ~liil#aukee, He open the definite drive for delegates to 
the Renubli c&n Nat ional COll\rention in Philadelphia and for nomination as the 
Republican standard bearer in 1948. 

Tonight , insofar as 'Oossible, Ivithin the limits of one short address, 
I .vish to pledge to you ,~hot my objectives Nould be as your 'President, I'Ihat the 
method of conducting our campaign ~ill be, and what you can do if you Nish to 
help . 

I realize full Nell that this is not considered as the politically 
wise thing to do. I kno.v that the powerful President pickers consider that it 
is I'Irong to be so frank and forthright ,~i th the members of the Republi can 'Party 
and will the people of America. It is their vieR that the correct proceedure 
is to conduct very elaborLte operations of looking the other nay ; that the hard 
controversial i ssues of the day should be avoided and the people should not be 
told our vieds upon them; that a long vacation trip should be ta1cen admiring 
rr.ountains and lakes and rivers and floNers and crops and livestock; but that 
gr e~t care should be te~en never to meet a difficult ref~ problem face to face. 
These riders of regal reaction hold that a 'Oosition of photogenic availability 
should be maintained until such time as a key group of their men, i'lith dele­
gates in their pockets, make hard, tough, secret deals for a nomination and a 
subsequent administrat ion. 

~eedless to add , whatever may be my own nolitical fortune, I do not 
believe in th2.t tyne of politics . I don't believe that it idll yield the kind 
of leadership or administration th~t is essential for our country in this 
critical period in world hi story. 

Thus at the very opening of our campaign, I present to you, straight 
from the shoulder, the overall goals that I would have as your ~resident. 

These are the t ilO goals which Ive would keep before us as the beacon­
lights while lYe thought an..i acted upon the manifold day to day and month to 
month problems. 

First: To gain an increasingly better life for ourselves and for 
others, avoiding booms and busts and yigorously maintaining a free economy in 
i.merica . 

second: To •• in an expanding individual freedom for l:.rnericans and for 
ma.llkind, ,./i thout the tragedy of a third fl orId ,ver . 

All other issues would be kept in a position subordinate to these 
overall objectives, and all other problems would be resolved, having in mind 
their effect on these ov.er-riding goals. 

Soecific discussi on of some of our ~ore i~ediate and detailed ques­
tions might serve to throN light upon my mecning in the broad stroke of these 
statememts and ~ill also stimulate consideration of the specific detailed 
measures. 

As you knoN, I have presented in gre~ter detail end precision in my 
ne.lly publ ished book, II :There I Stand", proposals in a vlide range of these issues. 
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It is my viev'l t hat if Ne ate to maintain a heal thy domestic econO!1r<J 
in kncrica, de must give priority attention to the tvvo dark spots in ourecon­
omic system - the extreme shortage of housing, and the lack of adequate health 
service for the average citizen. 

,ie need a solid united support of the people of America behind our 
economic system and our form of goverrment if fie are to be successful in the 
crucial vvorld contest of nays of life in i'lhich .ve are now engaged. But is it 
not clear that brilliant orctory about the A~erican system falls on slightly 
skeptical ears ,vhen it reaches those mill ion and more of veterans who served 
their country in the late -lIar but nOiV cannot find a home for themselves and 
their families • 

. ie must take major resolute action to break through the housing jam in 
A~erice. It requires action by government . It should be action consistent with 
the fundamental prinCiples of individual ownership, urivate capital and free 
.lOrk1len of the Lmerican 8yste'll . Specifically, here is \,hat I lJro1;)08e : That the 
federal government 1;lromptly embark upon a major mass housebuilding program in 
dhich huge projects of as many as 25 thousand units are let out on contract to 
private builders for mass, on the site, construction . Through this we will be­
gin to translate to the housebuilding field, the kind of efficiency , economy 
and speed Nhich America has developed in the building of automobiles , refriger­
ators, tractors, radios, furniture, and airplanes . Cities selected for the 
projects should be those that are not only congested , but in which the city ad­
ministration presents a modern up-to-date building ordinance which does not 
hamstring Ni th archaic provisions the attemuts at modern construction.. They 
should be the cities in ,-~hich building labor modernizes its rules and practices, 
and instead of presenting a net.vork of featherbedding rules, lVith petty juris ­
dictional squabbles, developed at a time ,.hen they .vere seeking to urotect 
shrinking building jobs in a depreSSion, adopts a ne ,,, set of rules designed to 
build the largest possible nt..~ber of houses at the least cost , de1)ending upon 
the entire success of the .... hole .American economy for their future high e!11uloy­
ment and steady jobs . 

These major projects should be developed in a manner that the supply 
of lumber, plu'llbing, electrical equinment and all the other component parts of 
a house are expanded for them. The entire field of ordinary construction of 
t ailormade houses to suit olmers, or of private builders for re-sale, should be 
encourLged to proceed in its present manner . The major ne# develOpments under 
the Federal mass home-building program should be used in the first instance to 
ex~ ~nd the number of houses available . Then as total construction steps up and 
availability of housing improves, the federal program should replace as many 
existing structures in the slums as ne.1 units are furnished, so that in their 
long range calculations private capital &nd bUilders can make their plans and 
their estimates .vi thout major regard for the federel urogram . 

Experience of the l &st tNenty years wvith the very difficult restraints 
by ordinances and locsl taxes and union practices, se~ to me to clearly call 
for this kind of m~jor action to break through . 

But equally important, Uncle Sa~ should not become a landlord . There­
fore I propose that the finished houses should be promptly SOld , nartly to owner 
occupiers and ONner cool)erati ve occupiers , somewhat as in the Swedish and :r:-Tor­
,/egian plans, and partly to insurance companies and other sources of maj or cap­
ital for investment and rental . 

I am opposed to public housing in which government becomes the land­
lord, as it has all the abuses and the ,/eakness of bureaucratic supervision, and 
opens up political favoritism and adds excess central ized pONeI' in government. 

In the health fi eld , it is my proposal that neil insurance coverage be 
extended for major medical and hospital expense but not for the ordinary run of 
such expense . 

Specifically, everyone on social security should be covered by 0 new 
insurance that will pay duly verified and reasonable bills ,vhich are necessarily 
incurred for medical and hospital expense in excess of $250 in anyone year . 
Amounts belo,/ $250 in a year are to continue to be the personal reGponsibili ty 
of the individual to be covered by savings or pa~ents by himself or by his o .... n 
voluntary blue cross hospital plan or personal private insurance or other means . 
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Through this means, the economic oatastrophe that now cones *1th major 
illness or accideht to an individual or one of his loved ones, is removed, but 
the entire independence of the ~edical profession and the personal responsibility 
of the individual citizen for his ordinary expense is retained. This nroposal 
is presented as a means of Ivorking out an admittedly important medical and 
health problem and doing it Rithout entering into the evils of the overall com­
pulsory medical insurBIlce program such as the Jagner-Murray-Dingle Bill. I con­
sider this to be an ilmerican type of ans;ver to a difficult social and economic 
problem. 

It is my further vieR that a #hole set of policies must be inaugurated 
to prevent the boom and bust tendencies of our free economy. A~ong these are 
reduction in taxes specifically to give a break to small new bUsinesses and to 
avoid taking more than one-half of the income of ~ny citizen of our country in 
time of peace. Both of these measures are important to stimu12te the dynamics 
of our capitalism and to broaden the competition &TId increase the nroduction of 
our total economic machine. They Hill tend to prevent the boom side of our cycle 
and build buldarks against the depth of our depression drop . ':lith this revision 
in taxes should come a constant emphasis on efficiency in the Federal Government 
fiith a streamlining of the administrative setups and spending less money in the 
civilian activities at ':Jashington . 

Consumer credit control should be maintained to hold back on consumer 
credi t during the peri ods of high employment and to ease un nhen employment. be­
gins to drop . Likewise, an extensive progrom of major Jorthwhile nUblic improve­
ment to be carried on by private contract should always be ready to throw into 
gee.r ,{hen a dip occurs in our economic system. 

One of the major sup~orting ~hases of our broad economic policy should 
be the insistence that agriculture should never be permitted to be distressed 
and shortchanged in our Americbn econony. This is not only imnortant for the 
purpose of fairness to agriculture , but it is also a great safeguard against de­
pressions in our economic system . This means specifically that floors need to 
be maintained to safeguard the income of the family-sized f~, and to stimulate 
production . Coupled Rith this, there must be a soil conservation nrogram and 
continuous reseBrch in new uses for c.gricul tural products, ne,v varieties of seed, 
and reclamation and vvater conservat ion. 

A labor policy that is fair and just and maintains a balance betNeen 
individually managed capital and free organized labor is imperative. In my 
judgment this fiill develop out of the Taft Hartley La'll, with comnaratively minor 
amendments of that law in accordance Hith our ex~erience under it. I do not 
agree ,11th the attacke upon the latl made by labor's lec.dership and, I sub'lli t 
that if the members of organized labor exmnine this laN, .'1hich has been labeled 
as a bad package, they Nill find that it has good contents for them and for their 
country. The provisions to prevent quickie strikes in nublic utilities and coal 
and steel and shipping and transnortation are good nrovisions . The nrovisions 
for greater accountability of labor's leadershin to their members of fl.nances 
and other union affairs are good provisions . The provisions to decrease the jur­
isdictional strikes and outlawing the secondary boycott are good provisions . 
Building upon the concept t hat the overt/helming m£jority of the working men and 
~omen of i@erica are as loyal and faithful to their country as are any other 
citizens, .ve can develop a fair labor nolicy th at maintains a balance between 
capital and labor and yields nroductive results for all. 

Our American economic syste~ has yielded a higher nroduction ana a 
f~irer distribution of goods to all than any other economic · system in the history 
of the Horld. By alert developments to meet new nroblems, by holding fast to 
fundamentals but being .'1illing to reach out in neN anplications, there is no rea­
son ,{hy this country cannot maintain extremely high production, Ni thout economic 
crashes or depressions, Ivi th an increasing fairness of distribution, and a better 
life for its people. J.ccomnlishing this will be one of the major factors contri­
buting to the advance of standards of living of peoples in other parts of the 
.f orld and to avoiding the holocaust of a third world ,'1ar . 

I say this because it is clear that a major change is needed in the 
foreign policy of the Soviet Union of Russia if lie are to have bright prospects 
for e lcsting peace. The foreign policy of Russia nON is based upon the concept 
that our capitBlism is bound to have an economic crash and to fail . One of the 
prellises for change vvill be the demonstration that they are ,vrong in thi s concept. 
Our success at home, coupled nith our affirmative aid to peoples in other parts 
of the ,{Grld, carrying out the "~arshall Plan and aid to China, "'hich is novv re­
ceiving almost unanimous public sup'IJort, .viII cause an increasing movement away 
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from the confining effects and ION productivity and decreE.sing liberty of both 
socialism &nd communism , the l&.rger floVi of trade, and a steadily improving 
standard of living for peoples everyv1here. 

Ie look for ./ard to the day when not only the 'Oeopl es of Jestern Eur­
ope, but ~lso the peoples of Eastern Europe, including Poland, where fate has 
been so tragic and unfair, are enjoying a better standard of living and ~ore of 
freedom than their present plight . For this puruose we will rebuild a peaceful 
Ruhr , a peaceful GeI'!'H:lUY , iIi th careful supervision to insure against subversion. 
Clearly, ho./ever, concentration upon economic strength must not be our only A:P­
proach to the Ivorld ' s pI'oblems of peace . 

'.'Ie must follo,"I a consistent over-all 'Oolicy in }.merica . One of the 
first inconsistencies to correct is that of the uresent shi'Oments of machine tools 
and precision instru~ents and steel products to RUssia . Unless, and until, 
America recches clear agreements l'Iith Russia for the constructive and o'gen build­
ing tCHard peac.e, .'ie should not shi'9 one singl e machine or material that could 
become a part of a Com~unist .u:: .. r machine. 

:fe need to give affirmative, strong backing to the growth and devel­
oument of the Lnited Kations, to recognize its limitations in its early stages 
and maintain for ourselves a strong mil i tary position for our o,vn future security 
and for its stuble effect in the I\·orld . :Ie must make it clear that we knoN that 
the best ./ay to defend the freedan of the A.merican peonle is to o"01)ose ruthless 
aggression .iherever it first arises in this "9ost.var vvorld . As your President, 
I woul d seek to make it constantly evident to all the nat ions of the world that 
they need never fear aggression fro~ America, but that if they commit aggression , 
they ~ill hGve cause to fe~r the countermoves of ~merica. I would seek to make 
it clear th£.t .~e vVould nev er follov'l a policy of ap!)e( sement tOi//ard anyone and Ne 

liould not repeE..t the mistakes of jlliunich or of Potsdam. 

:fe must maintain such strength that no one is tem'Oted to t:cy aggres­
sion by force or to endeavor to dominate us by force, und further , so that if 
,'h:.'r does come again to this Norld, lie will ,'lin - and Hin .. lith a minimum of loss 
of life. This requires ~aint aining manpo~e~ in our &rmed forces to a reasonable 
degree , keeping strong and trained reserves, alert and reedy airpower, and un 
ahead .d tl1 our reseerch. 

·.7e ·.'IOuld elso definit ely move to clear un Com'Tl.unist infiltration in 
J.Jnerica and do it dith complete respect for constitutional rights and individual 
civil liberties. 

In this respect we would concent rate first of all upon imnroving the 
situation in Ne.v York ivhich is nOli the center of Com~unist activity in this 
country . Over 40 percent of the known Communists are in NeN York . It is the 
place of publication of their newspaper, The Daily .. 'orker, and it is the head­
quarters for the activities of the Co~~unists . It is also the center of infil­
tration of some of the major labor unions . It has been a natural target for 
their actions because of its being such a key center of communications and of 
trade and press . :i th the cooperr:;tion of federal, state and local governments, 
this can be promptly cleared up. 

In the succeeding lVeeks and months I intend to 61:)ell out in detail our 
program upon the important issues of our time, rel.sting them to our overall goals 
and objectives. I will not do so with an attitude that these things exactly must 
be done . Rather do I eX"90se detailed suggestions to sti~ulate the searc.h for 
ansi/ers, thct others might come to the fore ivith additional facts and alternative 
proposals, and we might find together the best program that Lmerica CEll follow 
and thLt our Republican Party can present . The best of progress in America: has 
been made lihen liberal, for./ard-looking proJ;losals have been blended and adjusted 
.Ii th conservative attitudes into an agreed J;lrogram of action. In th£t sense , J 
do not clc.sh Idth the conservatives of the Renublican Party , but rather do I seek 
the area of agreement #i th them of the basis on ,vhich ,ve can join in action by 
the Congress and by the nation. 
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I say to you tonight very frankly, that if you agree substantially 
Ni th the proposals and the goals that 'lie present, I would apprec iate your 
support in this campaign. It ~/nl be a hard, uphill fight. ·.1e will need to 
overcome some of the entrenched prejudice Ni thin our party. ·:le will need to 
reach the millions of the people of the country Ivi th our message. .·Ve will 
need to iVin pri'llbries and ;'lin conventions. The fight will be an uuhill fight, 
but it Nill be a fight l'lorth vmging for the future of A.merica . If you would 
join with us, speak to your friends and your neighbors and your relatives. 
To this gre~t auditorium audience I frankly add : Remember that it also takes 
money to carryon a nationNide campaign. Speak to the ReDublican leaders that 
you kno,v, enlist the neN voters. Steadily build support looking to,vard a vic­
tory in the .lisconsin primary on next Loril 6th, in the National Convention in 
June, &lld in the final election in November. But above all, look forNard to 
a forthright, vigorous administration of the government of this great country 
in this crucial period in history, with our eyes l ifted to the t.vin goc:ls of 
galnlng a better life, and winning expanding freedom, for ourselves and for 
others in a Norld at pecce. 
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