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ADDRESS OF HAROLD E. STASSEN OF MINNESOTA TO THE HIGHLAND PARK MEN'S RFPUBLICAN CLUB
HIGHLAND PARK, ILLIVOIS AT 8:00 P. M., NOVEMBER 21, 1947

Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen :

Ve meet at a time when the minds .of men around the world are doing more
searching thinking about political, social &nd economic systems than at any other
time in the history of the warld. It is very clear that there is a basic conflict
and clash in ways of life., As we begin a frank discussion of this situstion it is
entirely appropriate that we pause to tske an inventory of ‘America,

On a basis of fact, and with due humility, it is appropriate to note "i:1
that our United States of Americe has provided a more fair distribution of more pro=
ducts to all the people than any other system in the history of the world.

There are many reasons for this, bmt emong the cutstanding are these:
Our forefathers established a political, social and economic system based cupon the
concept that man as an individual was meant to be free.

Second, under that system of freedom we have never been smug or com-
placent about our progress.

: Third, our Constitution provided for free and open movement of goods,
of peoples, of ideas between all the States of the Union.

It is my view that if we recognize the strength of these principles
there is ground for sober optimisn that we will win through in this present world
clash, and win without the tragedy of & third Vorld War.

But this specivically requires that we must not be self-satisfied with
the progress we have made and the strength we have attained.

: There are still dark spots in our sociel, ecmomic, and political sit-
uetion in America. Vie have & superb system but it is not perfect. And it will con-
tinue to excell only so long as we vigorously seek to improve on its weaknesses.

One of the specific shortcomings that I would like to talk to you
about tonight is that of our health program in America, our medical and hospital
care.

I want to see our Republican Party, in keeping with its magnificent
early humanitarian principle, give effective leadership in this field.

At the present time a conscientious American warkmen, practicing rea-
sonable thrift, carefully rearing a splendid family, can suddenly have his entire
foundation kicked out from under him through no fault of his own by the occurrence
of major, serious illness or accident to a member of his family or to himself.

When that happens, as it does each year to a few hundred thousand of
our fellow citizens, the family finds itself umable to meet its current expenses
for food and clothing, burdened by debt, harassed by creditors, and freguently
dsnied needed additional medical care. In those circumstances a Fourth of July
oration about the splendars of America would scund a bit hollow to the members of
the stricken family.

Cerfainly this country has the mroductivity, the skill, the ingenuity,
the determination to meet this weekness in an effective and efficient manner.

I propose specifically that our Republican Party adopt as its program
that it will inavgurate a system of medical and health insurance to cover the ma=~
jor cases, and only the major cases, This could be done with reasonable admiris-
trative simplicity by basing it first of all upon the coveraze of those on social
security for medical and hospital expense in excess cof $250 in a single calendar
year., By an effective administrative establ ishment, requiring the verification
of claims, the reasonableness of charges, and a spot-check for improper bills, the
entire system could be efficlently and effectively administered on a federal-
state basis.

I specifically propose that we do not make it a complete insurance for
all medical and health expense. If we do that it means that all docVdors and hos-
pitals lock for their entire revenue %o a govermment insurance orgenization, This
cannot help but make them subordinate in govermnment. This I oppose. I specifi-
cally urge that we do not adopt the Vagner-kurray-Dingle Bill, or any other com=-
plete, compulsory health insurance coverage. The normal heal th and medical ex-
pense incurred by millions of our citizens can be met in the manner in which it is
now met, by the individual choice of physician and hospital, by either saving in



"

advance to pay the bills, or by paying them in installments afterwards, or by tak-
ing out personal private insurance, or joining the Elue Cross Plan, But when it
comes to the major unexpected expense we do need an insurence principle of cover=
age. 1 see no manner of effectively providing this protection except through ac-
tion by government,

Provision should also be made for voluntary joining in the insurance by
those not on social security, throughthe payment of a rremium to be established by
actuarial experience ss the plan progresses.

Such a plan will pramptly 1ift one of the most disastrous phases of
our health and medical protlems fron the American people. It will reflesct itself
irdirvectly in the expansion and improvement of hospital and medical expenses.
from the best available dats it will involve the insurance payment of bills for not
mure than one million American families per year in the average amount of (E00 each
or a total cost of one half billion o meet effectively one of our most serious
bumanitariean deficiencies.

But this alons is not a complete answer to the problems of ‘American
heslths There are now more than a thousand of the tliree thousand counties in
dmerica without any recognized hospital facilities. There are thousands of asmall
cormmunities without any medical service. Ve do nesd national leasdership in a
systematic and sound expansion of hospital services, with health centers in smaller
2128 related to the parent hospital, and with mebile arbulances and health clinice
aoving out ag spokes on a wheel of mercy.

The mangenent of this expanded hospital service should not be govern-
mental, It should be of the self perpetuating, semi-public corporation type
which has demonstirated its greatest effectiveness in various charitable and educa-
tional units, In other words, the management should be established by the origiral
appointment of a body of outstandinz men in the hospital area as the public stock-
holders, the election by them of a board of directars or trusiees, and the filling
by them of vacancies in their cwn number so as to keep the corporation alive in-
definitely and responsive, not to political pressures, but only to the broad con-
structive public opinion of the camunity. DLeveloping under such an approach of
improved progrems of preventive medicine, of safepuerds against epidemics and dis-
seases, of checkups of school children for medical aund menial infimities, we can
make a very significant advance in America entirely consistent with the great
fundamental principles of freedom and of service of our fomr of government.

‘The opposition party has been insisting on a degree of regimentation
and compulsion and impossible adminisirative procedure which would tend only to
centralize great power over the individusl citizen and over the medical profession
and hospital by government. This we must oppose. But let not our opposition bs
negative. Let it be & constructive proposal of the right way to meet a problem.
It is through steps such as this that our Hepublican Farty can be of great ser-
vice to the people, and as it responds to the needs of service it will find the
support of votes from the men and wanen of Ameriea.
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