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Stassen Meets the Standards 
the American People ' . Require 

HAROLD E. STASSEN, three times GDvernor 'Of MinnesDta, ~eynDter 'Of 
the Republican NatiDnal cDnventiDn in 1940 and clearest, mDSt. fDrceful leader 
with the forward. DUtlDDk Republicans need tD win in 1944. The picture was 
taken durincj his memDrable speech at Philadelphia. 

The American people will require in their next chief ex­
ecutive certai,n specifications. , The Qlan whom they choose 
must: 

1. Be known to represent a viewpoint neither outmoded nor 
visionary, and which is abreast of the times. . 

2. Stand for a sound, constructive policy in respect to ' postwar 
international relationships. . 

3. Possess a clearly expressed 
.and forward-looking program of 
sound domestic policies. 

4. Stand for a labor policy 
which recognizes labor's rights 
and its equally important re­
sponsibilitiesJ and who by his 
proven adherence to such a pol­
icy has demonstrated that he can 
secure support among the rea­
sonable elements of labor and 
capital without · becoming sub­
servient to either. 

5. Have proven his right fo 
leadership by winning elections 

without mortgaging his official 
position to pressure groups . . 

6. Be one whose executive ' 
competence has been tested ,and 
proven by · su<;cessfu 1. administra­
tion of executive offIce. 

HarDld Sf;;'ssen besl meets .the spec­
ificatiDns. During his years 'Of experi­
ence in public affa.i;s l,e ' /las carefully _ 
thDUgM 'Out" and fDrmulatecl sDund 
clear answers tD the natiDn's prDblems. 
An 'Outline Di his views 'On public mal­
ters will be IDund 00 pages · 2 and 3. 

Ball Measures Qualifications for Presidency 

Emerges As Outstanding 
New Re'publican .Leader 

STATE RECORD SPEAKS 
* Under the Minnesota Labor 
Peace Law, sponsored and ad- . 
ministered under Governor Stas­
sen, strikes and man days of idle­
ness were cut by 70%. This l~w 
recognizes labor's rights, but im­
poses proper responsibility upon 
labor leadership and ' sets up 
clearly defined methods of arbi­
tration. 

* As Governor, Stassen reorga n­
ized the Minnesota State Govern­
ment into a streamlined business 
manager system under which 
econom!es were instituted, the 
state debt was cut thirty million 
dollars (one-fourth of the tot-al), 
the number of state employees 
was' reduced, and a workable 
civil service law was introduced. 

I 

* Gov. Stassen was elected three 
times as Governor of Minnesota 
by increasing majorities, the 
third time despite his announced 
plan 0 le< v fo rv·.ce· 
Navy after serving four months 
of his third term. This success 
at the polls was gained because 
he kept faith with the people and 
introduced a new high in polit­
ical integrity by taking the people 
into his confidence on all issues 
and decisions. His firm but fair 
labor policy won for him the sup .. 
port of large elements of the re­
sponsible labor union member­
ship of his state. 

*Gov. Stassen early won the 
overwhelming approval of Min­
nesota farmers by his sound ap­
proach to' agricultural problems 

. and 4i~ m'any efforts in their be­
half. Long . before any federal 
agency, he took steps to solve the 
war shortage of farm labor and 
~riginated the famous A award 
given farmer:s for exceptional 
production ~ 

RECOCNIZED NATIONALLY 

* GDV. Stassen was twice chosen 
by his forty-seven fellow Gover. 
nors as Annual Chairman of the 
Governors' Conferen~e and was 
twice President of the Council of 
State GDvernments. 

* Gov. Stassen was chosen unani­
mously by the Republican Na,­
tional Committee to make the 
keynote address at the 1940 con­
vention and delivered a masterful 
plea for a return to sound prin­
ciples of government. 

* Gov. Stassen, in polls taken in 
the various states by the Ameri­
can Institute of Public Opinion 
(Gal1up) ,led all Governors as 
the GQvernor who in the opinion 
of the people of his state had 

. done an outstanding job. His vote 
on this question was almost three 
times the national average for all 
Governors. At the same time, 
two-thirds of Minnesota voters 

Hm.fiIlt!U._U.P~ th.em· 
selves as favorable to Gov. Stas­
sen as Presidential Material. See 
Page 4 for complete figures arid 
percentages on these polls. 

* Gov. Stassen was chosen as 
the outstanding young man of 
America in 1939 by the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce. 

*Gov. Stassen was awarded the 
"Distinguished Bervice Citation" 
of the International Society of 
Christian Endeavor in 1941 with 
the declaration: "In personality, 
character and public ljfe (he) 
typifies American achievement 
and the spirit of democracy at 
their best." 

* Gov. Stassen commenced long 
before the Japanese attack at 
Pearl Harbor to formulate and 
express in public forums through­
out the nation a forthright pro­
gra'm of intelligent participation 
in world affairs. 

Resolution Unanimously Adopted by the Minnesota 
. Republica," Central Committee Nov. 22, 1943 

Now, Therefore, Be It ,Resolved, that we do hereby declare 
lIa,rold E. Stassen the 'man qualified above all others as a cam­
paigner and administrator to marshal support for a constructive 
program of government in America to win the election of 1944 
as the national leader of a progressive Republican party and to 
administer with sound statesmanship the affairs of the nation, 
international and domestic. 

F r.om Covernor Stassen' s 1940 Keynote: 

Senator Joseph H. Ball in a re- American tradition, embodying a 
cent radio address set forth four readinE'ss to step out in front and 
quali~cations which he said the help shape public opinion when 

"~merI~an peopl~ should deman? n eded and the capacity' and 
1ll the next PreSIdent. That Presl- ~. ' . ... 
dent he said will face the tough- wIllmgness to work WIth con-
est J'o' b in ou~ history. The quali- gress as a .team in' develo'ping na- "The ' inefficiency of .our · government bureaus and agencies, establishes simple 

d and effective lines of executive responsi-fications that will be needed, he tional policies. .," . is a , travesty in a land that has e- bility and separates the powers that are 
said, are: Measuring . Stassen by th~se .. ve10ped such , magnificent. efficiency in legislative. executiv~ and judi~ial .•• 

A clear constructive . well- standards Se'n~tor Ball declar~d, : private .endeavour. There IS' a '·need of a "The Republican' Party must furn!lih 
thought-out program for ~olutionleads to the conclusion ' he .i$ the "'...sw.eeping; dec~sivtpe~rganiz~tio~ ' ot our:. the leadership and the program to gIve 

f bl f · th " . t" '., d 'd 'f p '. . . d' rit'· UH '.. government; 'a 'lealre'organIZatlon that -to this great democracy ~f ours clear, 
o p!~ em~ aCI~~ I e ' na IOn: man nee e ... q,r . r,e~l. ~ , ,, . ,,, , ~ " ~4 strellmliri.es !Jul'govei'nrneilt; simplifies decisive government ..• Let us present 
admmlstrabve abIhty: ' clear 'and ' the man who, can do .. the, best .Job " oUr'Pro~'edureii:"'ci>ilsolidates'ahd elimi- to tlie people a program worthy of their . 
-eourageous leadel'$hip " :iii ;,~he·.' . lor America/~, thesen~tor said~ - "nates useless ' and overlapping Doards. support." -

• 
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PATTERN FOR PEA .CE AND PROCRESS 
'Based Upon the Record ond Public Stotements of Horold E. Stassen, Expressing His Sound, Fundamental Philosophy 
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FORMER GOV. STASSEN 
HAS SAID: 

"AIJ a R epublican, I prcsent vcry frankly a set of specif ic 
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Gallup Polls Prove Stassen Popular 
What kind of a job would you say the Governor of your 

state is doing (April 13, 1943-American Institute of Public 
o.pinion) : 

Minn. Vote Ohio Vote N ew York Average Attitude 
on Stassen on Bricker on Dewey on All Gov. U. s. 

Outstanding ...... .. 45% 29% 26% 17% 
Better Than Average . . 12 18 15 14 
Average •.......... 34 31 31 42 
Poor ........••..... 5 8 4 8 
No Opinion .... .. ... 4 14 24 19 

Asked whether they looked favorably or unfavorably' upon 
Governor Stassen as presidential material for 1944, Minnesota 
voters' attitude was (April 30, 1943-American Institute of 
Public Opinion) : 

Favorable 
62% 

Unfavorable 
-29% 

No Opinion 
9% 

The attitude of Republicans throughout U. S. was : 
Favorable Unfavorable No Opinion 

31% 10% 59% 

-Source, Public Opinion Quarterly, Summer, 1943. 

In these polls, Gov. Stassen has been able to meet and 
pass the acid test of public officials by securing the overwhelm­
ing support and recognition of the people who'best know him 
and his record. 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

Stassen Combines the Vigor of Youth With the Maturity of Experience. 

:April 13, 1907 
Born of sturdy, Pioneer parents, .on 

a farm just outside of St. Paul CIty 
Limits. 

June 17, 1929 
Finished working his way through the 

University of Minnesota Law School and 
graduated with honors. 

November 4, 1930 
Elected Dakota County Attorney. 

No~ember 6, 1934 " 
Re-elected County Attorney by th,e 

largest ' vote ever accorded any candI­
date lor any office in Dakota County. 

November 2, 1935 
Elected State Chairman of the Minne­

sota y' oung Republican League. 

November 18, 1937 
, Began campaign for Governor -at a 

Testimonial Dinner in Hastings, Minne­
sota, arranged by county and state 
friends. 

June 20, 1938 
Received Republican nomination for 

Governor by a large majority as a re­
sult of a hotly contested campaign in 
which he made whirlwind speaking trips 
over the state, arousing suppo,rt with 
able, well-considered speeches. 

November 8, 1938 
Elected Governor by the largest vote 

in history of the state. 

January 3, 1939' 
Inaugurated Governor of Minnesota. 

April 19, 1939 
Finished first Legislative Session, 

which saw introduction of now famous 
Labor Peace Law, Minnesota's First 

" Civil Service Law, and reorganization 
of the state government on business 
basis. 

December 9, 1939 
Delivered long-remembered main ad­

dress to Annual Gridiron Club Dinner 
in Washington, D. C: ' 

January 23, 1940 
Received the Distinguished Service 

Award of the United States Junior 
Chamber of Commerce as "The Out­
standing Young Man of America of 
1939". 

June 24, 1940 
Delivered .historic keynote address to 

the 1940 Republican Convention. 

September 10, 1940 
Overwhelmingly renominated Repub­

lican Candidate for Governor. 

November 5, 1940 
Overwh~lmingly re-elected 'Governor. , 

Novemb~r , 15.1~40 " , :. ,." " I 
" /' , " ' 

January 8, 1941 ' I 

Inaugurated Governor for Second 
Term. 

July 3, 1941 
Again chosen by his 47 fellow Gover­

nors as Chairman of the Governor's 
Conference and President of the Coun­
cil of State Governments, in Boston. 

July 8, 1941 
Received International Youths' Dis­

tinguished Service Citation at Interna­
tional World's Christian Endeavor -Con­
ventfon in Atlantic City, New Jersey. 

May, 1941 
Chosen Vice-President of the North­

ern Baptist Convention. 

October 7, 1941 
Made major address at the 61st An­

nual Convention of the American Fed­
eration of Labor at Seattle. 

November IS, 1941 
Main address at the National Grange 

Conventio,n at Worcester, Massachu­
setts. 

March 27. 1942 
Announced in radio speech to the peo­

ple of the state that he had been Com­
rnis!!ioned in the tJ nited ' States Naval 
Reserve as Lieutenant Commander, ' and 
announced his intention to leave the 
Governor's office fOf active service' at 
the end of the next Legislative Session, 
which meant he ' would serve orily the 
first four months of his third term as 
Governor. 

September 3, 1942 I 

Renomin,ated Republican Candidate 
for Governor by overwhelming majority. 

November 7, 1942 
Re-elected Governor of Minnesota by 

the largest majority ever given a third­
term candidate for that office, after his 
announced intentions to leave after four 
months ' for active service- in the Navy. 

Norember, 1942 . 
, Elected President of the International 

Council of Religiods .Education, an in­
terdenominational organization. 

March 8, 1943 
Climaxed a series " of well-conceived 

addresses on National and International 
problems throughout the nation with his 
historic speech to the United Nations 
Forum at Constitution Hall in Washing­
ton. 

April 26, 1943 

Gov. Stassen in an address to the Anrerican Federation of Labor in Seattle 
in 1941 in which he outlined the rights and responsibilities of organized labor. 

He Is Equipped and Trained to Accomplish 
the Much Needed Tas f s r 'lae-Ad--
ministrative Muddle of Federal Bureaucracy 

Finding a financial jumble 
with management functions scat­
tered among many departments 
when he took office, Governor 
Stassen persuaded the legislature 
to establish a new plan of finan­
cial control centeriJ'lg responsibil­
ity in a commissioner of adminis­
tration, or business manager, for 
all state purchasing, budget-mak­
ing, approval of quarterly allot­
ments for departments and man­
agement of property. Most im­
portant of all, the business man­
ager was directed by law to re­
duce department spending if tax 
receipts dropped. This alone 
saved $2,000,000 in two years. 

AU purchasing was placed un­
der open, competitive bidding. 
This change and honest, consci­
entious administration, substitut­
ing business, methOds for the old 
practice of a warding contracts 

for purchases as political favors, 
saved millions. 

A number of similar reforms, 
coupled with the Stassen policy 
of picking strong men to head 
state departments and holding 
them responsible for successful 
conduct of the departments 
brought about a remarkable in· 
crease in the efficiency of the 
state government. 

Sfassen Available 
Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson 

and Secretary of Navy Frank Knox 
made it c1ear in response to questions 
submitted them recently that service in 
the armed forces is no bar to nomina­
tion or election of Harold E. Stassen or 
any other man who is qualified under 
the constitution. The constitution gives 
the people full power to elect anyone 
Presi«;ient who meets the requisites of 
age, birthplace, citizenship and resi­
dence. 

People Know Where He Sfands 

"Stasse,n • • . has ' shown himself a man willing 
to' stand for something, willing to be judged by what 
he stands for and not by what he might be able to 
dodge. To avoid controversial subjects, he says, 'may 
be a way f9f the party to win, though I doubt it. 
B1Jt jt certainly is a way for the country to lose' .•• 

"The important, the tremendously refreshing 
thing is Stassen's readiness to stand up and be 
counted. He is for a positive program. He is not 
afraid of the cars in sayjng what he thinks ... such 
frankness has been rare..in our political history." 

-MILWAUKEE- JOURNAL 
'" ' '''f;poi~~ ,Cb._ir,nan !)f : the. ,,~ti!mal 
'r ' ;~,~i. ~~Cn<;~, ,!)f

1 
C!~rSetarnte0~sG,~,d .r.f~~i~;;ep,t ... "'Ie , ()UncI of oyemme ....... ~. ' ... ~ '. 

Shortly after he delivered a farewell 
message to the Minnesota Legislature, 
forty-five statewide organizations repre­
senting labor, farm, business, education­
al" professional and other ~toups sponc 
sored a Testimonial Dinner to Mar his 
·farewell message to the people of the 
,abate. A day later he resigned the office 
of, Governo.r to .LieUtena,nt ~o~eJ'n!)r ,Ed 

' ~:~:~n.d l~f~ !()r; , ~~tive, ~:~!V.ice.in. t~~ . ~L,_" ,_,._",_.,_., _, .;..... _______ :_,* ________ ·:_"'i'_" _' _' _' ..;,' _ • • ___ - ____ ..... 
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