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HAROLD E STASSEN= 

-~- 1--
-BLACKSTONE HOTEL~ CHGO= 

DEA R HAROLD I SHAL~ EAGERLY BE WA I~J NG FOR YOUR CALL WE WISH 

TO GO T~~ESS WI TH AN_ ADVERTISEMENT I N THE HOLLYWOOD PAPERS, 

AND TO ISSUE A STATE MENT I N THE PRESS, TODAY SI NCE THE . 
-- . 

I NVESTIGATIO N STARTS ON MONDA Y AND MAN Y OF THE HOLLYWOOJ 

MOTION PICTURE. PAPERS DO NOT PUBLISH ON SATURDAY 
q IT IS OUR EARNEST DES IRE THAT YOU WILL SEE FIT TO . LET 

US USE YOUR NAM E AS GENERAL COUNSEL WE HAVE REQUESTE D FORMER 
~ -

JUSTICE ROBER TS TO SERVE AS ADVISORY COUNSEL. WE HAVE SOUGHT 
~ -- - - -

NO ONE ELSE, IN VIE W OF THE UNANIMOUS DES IRE OF THE GROUP : 
/ 

~ -
FOR YOURSELF AND MR ROBER TS ABOVE ALL OTHERS AND IN VIEW OF 
THE SYMPATHETIC CO NS IDERA TION GIVEN TO OUR PHONE CALLS BY 

YOU BOTH. 
en THE FOLLOWI NG IS THE STATEMENT AND ADVERTISEMENT -THAT 

WE HAVE PREPARED, AND TO WH ICH I SHOULD LIKE TO APPEND YOUR 

NAME 

END ONE 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECHTE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNlNG ITS SERVICE 
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~'- --

INDIVIDUALS IN THE WORLD , WOULD HAIL YOUR CHAMPIONSHIP WITH 
ENORMOUS ENTHUSIASM, AS WAS CLEARLY INDICATnD BY THE 

~NAN I MOUS AND HO~EFUL RECEPTION OF MY PROPOSAL THAT YOU BE 
-- , 

SOUTH, AT "tHE MEE TI NG OF THE FIRST GROUP ON WEDNESDA 'y NIGHT. 
q IT WOULD GJVE ME GREAT JOY AND ENORMOUS SATISFACTION 

FOR ALL OF HOLL YWOOD TO KNOW THAT AT LONG LAST I T HAS I N. YOU 
- - --

A NA TIO NAL LEADER OF OUTSTANDING PFmH~ENCE WHO M IT CAN 
REGARD AS ITS OWN DE FE NDER, AND TO WHOM IT COULD GIVE ITS 

SUPPORT AND GRATITUDE. 
. ~- . 

. q CA NDIDLY , IT IS ALSO MY HOPE THAT HOLLYWOOD, WHICH 
- -

HAS NEVER HAD ANY ENTHUSIAS~I FOR ANY OF .THE NA TIO NAL LEADERS 

EXCEPr ROOSEVELT (AND, TO A CONSIDERABLY LESSER EXTENT, 
- ~- -- --

WILLKIE) , WILL .NOW FIND ITS CHA~PION AMONG THE REPUBLICAN 

RA NKS= 
~ IT IS ALSO MY BEL IEF THAT I NTELL IGE NT PEOPLE 

- -

TH ROUGHOUT THE COUNT RY WOULD RECOGN IZE THIS AS A TURNING 
POINT, TO END THE HYSTERIA WHICH IS RIS ING THROUGHOUT THE 

COUNTRY, WITH ATTENDANT DANGERS BEYOND ANY EVER BEFORE KUOWN 

I N 
. END TH REE . 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECUTE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
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AMERICA AND THAT REPUBLICAN LEADERSHIP, YOUR OWN, WILL 

DEMONSTRATE ITSELF AS BEING THE GENUINELY LIBERAL LEA ERSHI~ 

. OF THE COUNTRY. 

q THE PROPOSED STATEMENT FOLLOWS: QUOTE 

q WE THE UNDERSIGNED REPUBLICANS AND DEMOCRATS OF THE 

MOT ION P I CT UR E I N D U S TRY, D E P LOR E THE FACT T HAT H 0 L L Y Vi 0 0 DIS 

ABOUT TO FACE ANOTHER CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION WITHOUT 
PROPER ORGANIZATION AGAINST IMPLICATIONS WHICH, BASED UPON 
THE SIGNS, CAN B.E SERIOUSLY DAMAGING TO EVERY lNDIVl DUAl IN 

- - -
THE I NDU.STRY AND TO THE INDUSTRY ITSELF. 

- -- --

q WE QUESTION JHE NATURE OF THESE INVESTIGATIONS, WJTHOUT 
. QUESTIONING THE PRIVILEGE OF THE CONGRESS TO MAKE THEM. WE 

FEEL THAT CHANGES IN THE NATURE Of THESE INVESTIGATIONS ARE 
- CLEARLY IN ICATED, IF BASIC AND fFUNDAMENTAL AMERICAN RIGHTS 

ARE TQ BE PRESERVED. WE BELIEVE THAT THE OBVIOUS 

TRANSGRESSIONS AGAINST THjSE RIGHTS ~CLUDE TH~ ~ABIL_ITY OF 
WITNESSES TO MAKE STATEMENTS IN THEIR OWN BEHALF TO THE 

REPRESENTED BY THEIR OWN COUNSEL AND 'TO HAVE THE PRIVILEGE 
OF CROSS EXAMINATION. 1 

q WE DO NOT BEL IE VE THAT IS HAS EVEN BEEN THE INTENTION 
~ - . 

THAT CONGRESSIONAL IINVESTIGATIONS SHOUL D TAKE ON THE 
ASPECTS OF STAR CHAMBER EXAMINATIONS; OR THAT THEY SHOULD BE 

- - - .~-UVUU'''''''Hon'" "'l'ruM lTl5 - PATRONS CONCER1HNG ITS SERVICE 

END FOUR. 
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CONDUCTED IN A MA NNER OAK I N TO PROCE ED I NGS UNDER FA SCI SJ I C AN D 
~ ~ 

CO MMUNISTIC REGIMES ABR OA D OR THAT THEY SHOUL D ASSU ME JHE 
CHARACTERISTICS OF TRIALS, MUCH LESS TRIALS IN VlHI CH THE 
I NVEST I GATORS ACT AS ACCUSERS, PROSECUTORS AND JU DG ES. 

- ~ 

q WE BEL IEVE II TO BE HIGH TI ME THAT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 

WERE ROU ED TO DEMAND A CO RRE CTION OF THESE UN AMERICAN 
- - -

, AND WE BELIEVE FURif' HER THAT UNTIL THESE ABUSES ARE 
E CT ED, I T B E H 0 0 V E S THE P EO P LEO F THE MOT ION P I CT U R E 

~~~-- - -

, INDU STRY TO ORGANIZE IN DEFENSE OF THE REPUTATION OF . 
THE MSELVES AND THEI R CRAFT, AND THE SACRE AMERICAN LIBERTIES 

- .-- -
OF THE IN DIVI UAL AND OF ALL MEDIA OF EXPRESSION. 

---=-.....------
q SINCE THIS STATEMENT IS PROMPTED BY AN INVESTIGATION 

INTO ALLEGE D CO MM UNISM I N THE USE OF THE MOTION PICTURE 
- - - - - -- -

SCREEN, WE WISH TO MAKE CLEA R THAT WE ARE NOT MAKING THIS 

STATE MEN T IN THE BELIEF THAT THERE ARE NO CO MM UNISTS IN 
HOLL YWOO D. WE ASSU ME THA! THE RE ARE SOME HERE AS THERE ARE 1 
EVERYWHERE, BUT IF SO THEY CONSITUTE AN INSIGNIFICANT 

MINORITY, 

END F I V E. ' 
--- ...-.......---.....-

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECUTE S FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

... 
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'THE PARALLEL OF WHICH IS TO BE FOUND IN EVERY AMERI<:AN 

INDUSTRY AND IN EVERY AMERICAN MEDIUM WE ·SEE NO REASON, OTHER 

T HAN T H E POL I TIC A L CAP I TAL AND H, EA 0 LIN E S WH I CH ARE TO B E 

SECURED FROM THE ~EEMINGLY EAST TARGET OF HOLLYWOOD AND ITS . ~. 
: ."t:!-

- PEOPLE FOR SINGLING OUT THE MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY. 

CjJ MOREOVER, IF THERE BE ANY THREAT FRO M THIS HANDFUL OF 

COMMUNISTS, THERE EXIST GOVERNMENT AGENCIES THAT ARE 

THOROUGHLY EQUIPPED iO HANDLE SUCH WHREATS TO THE AMER I CAN 
~ -

GOVERNMENT AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, NAMELY THE FEDERAL BUREAU 

OF INVESTIGATION AND THE COURTS, 'WE BELIEVE THE FEDERAL 

BUREAU OFNVESTIGATION, WHICH IS MAINTAINED AT ENORMOUS PUBLIC 
~ --

:EXPENSE UNDER if HE ABLE LEADERSHIP .OF J . EDGAR HOOVER, HAS I 
- --- - ~ - . ~ 

DEMONSTRATED FOR MANY YEARS ITS ABILITY TO COPE WiTH 

SABATEURS OF DEMOCRACY, IN riMES OF WAR AND OF PEACE ALIKE. 
- -

en FURTHER, THE FBI IS CLEARLY IN A FAR SUPERIOR= 

POSITION TO EITHER THE INDUSTRY OR TO ANY CONGRESSIONAL - - - - --- --~ -
INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE IN PETERMINI_N~WHO IS,_ AND WHO IS 

NOT, A COMMUNIST, AND FROM AMOUNG THOSE WHO ARE COMMUNISTS, 
-~ 

WHICH ARE OF THE MOSCOW VA IETY. 

END SiX. 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATl!: SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CJ)NCERNING ITS SERVICE 
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CERTAINLY, THE STUDIOS OF HOLLYWOOD HAVE NOT THE SLIGHTEST 

OBLIGATION, LEGAL OR MORAL, TO DISCHARGE A MAN. EVEN IF HE 

IS PROVEN TO BE A COMMUNIST, UNTIL IT IS CLEARLY DEMONSTRATED 
- -

THAT HE ~IS GUILTY OF TREASONABLE ACTIVITIES. ON THE CONTRARY, 
NO STUDIO HAS THE RIGHT, LEGAL OR MORAL, TO DISCHARGE A MAN 

FOR HIS POLITfcAL BELl EFS; AND ~JE WISH TO GO ON RECORD AS 
STATING THAT WE CON EMN AS UN-AMERICAN ANY EMPLOYER WHO WOULD 

3 -=--- ~ 

DJSCHARGE AN EMPLOYEE FOR ANY SUCH REASON "-
91 THE CONGRESS OF THE UNTED STATES HAS ESTABL I SHED AS 

A CRIMINAL AcT PARTJCIPA~ION IN ANY ACTIVITY DESIGNED TO . -
:OVERTHROW THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES BY FORCE . WE 
WELCOME IN THE FUTURE, AS WE HAVE I N THE PAST, .ANY AND EVERY 

- --
INVESTIGATION BY THE FBI LOOKING TOWARD THE FERRETING OUT OF 

ANY AND EVERY MEMBER OF ANY GROUP THAT IS DEDICATED TO 

OVERTHROW THE ~OVERNMENT BY FORCE, OR THAT GIVES SECRET 

ALLEGIANCE TO ANY FOREIGN POWER. WE SHALL CONTINUE TO EXTEND 
COOPERATION LOOKING TOWARD THE ELIMINATION OF ANY SUCH 

INDIVIDUALS FROM THE INDUSTRY, AND TOWARD TURNING THEM OVER 
PROP ER 

END SEV EN. 1 ____ 

• 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNI NG ITS SERVICE 
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AUTHOR ITI ES, SUBJECT ONLY TO OUR REFUSAL TO BE TURNED INTO AN 
~- -.-- -~--

AMERICAN GESTAPO IN PURSUIT ~ OF INDIVIDUALS WHO THERE IS NO 
I 

SOUND REASON TO BELIEVE HAVE '[REASONABL~ INTENTIONS 
- - --

en GOING BEYOND SUCH [RAITORS, If ANY, IN OUR MIDST : 
:WE HAVE NO SYMPATHY WITH, AND EVEN LESS UNDERSTANDING' OF, 

THOSE AMERICANS WHO WOUl EMOCRA CY A WAY 

OF LIFE ANDA FORM OF GOVERNMENT WH ICH, WHEREVER TRIED, HAS 
~ ~ --

PROVEN TO BE DESTRUCTIVE OF THE RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS OF 
THE INDIVIDUAL, WHICH WE SO DEARLY CHERISH. BUT , UNT IL AND 

UNLESS THE COMMUNIST PARTY IS OUTLAWED, WE DEMAND RE COGNITION 
- ~ 

OF THE COMPLETE RIGHT OF ANY AMERICAN TO BE A MEMBER OF THAT 
-

PARTY (OR, INDEED, OF ANY LEGALLY CONSTITUTED POLITI CAL 

PARTY), WITHOUT JEOPARDY TO HIS FREEDOM OR HIS EMPLOYMENT. TO 
~ ~ ~ ~ 

HOL ANY CONTRARY VIEW WOULD IN OUR OPINION BE [HE UNTHINKABLE 
- - ~ -

EQUIVALENT OF THE TREATMENT OF DEMOCRATS IN THOSE COUNTRIES 
. ~ -

WHERE COMMUNISM PREVAILS. WE WISH EVER TO ·B E ;JEALOUS OF OUR 

/B ILL OF RIGHTS, HOWEVER MUCH WE MAY DISAGREE WITH POLITICAL 

PHILOSOPHIES WHICH ARE ESPOUSED UNDER ITS PROTECTION. 
~, -~- -

~ WE OF COURSE FEEL THAT IF AND WHEN IT IS PROVEN THAT 

THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF AMERICA OR ANY OTHER PARTY OWES ITS 
ALLEGIANCE TO ANY FORE I GN GOVERNMENT, IT SHOULD IMMEDIATELY 
B E 0 U T LAW ED. COMPAW" EN DE I GH T ESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
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CJI WE OF. COU~SE :FEEL THAT ANY PERSON WHO PER J URED HIMSELF AS 
- - -

TO HIS ALLEGIANCE OF ANY OTHER MATTER IN ENTERING THIS 

COUNTRY SHOULD BE JAILED OR DEPOR TED. 

CJI WE " OF COURSE FEEL THAT ANY INDIVI DUAL WHO SECRETLY 

AN WITHOUT ,REGISTRATION TAKES HIS ORDERS FROM A FOREIGN . 
. GOVERNMENT, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, IS GUILTY OF TREASON, 

~ -

AND SHOUL D BE TRIED ACCORDINGLY; BUT WE FEEL THAT THSE • 
- -

TRI ALS SHOULD B~OrJDUCTED I N ACCORDANCE WITH BAS I C AMERI CAN 

PRINCIPLES, WITH PROPER RIGHTS OF DEFENSE , AND THAT THERE 
---- -- - - --

SHOULD NOT BE SUBSTITUTED FOR SUCH TRAILS MERE DEMAGOG IC 

APPEALS TO PUBLIC OPINION. AS TO THE DESTRUCTION OF 

REPUTAT IO NS AND LIBERTIES BY PROCEEDINGS WHICH ARE THE 
~=-~~ 

EQUIVALENT OF TRAILS BUT WITHOUT RIGH TS OF DEFENSE, WE FEEL 

THAT THE MOT IO N PICTURE SCREEN I N ALL ITS POWER, AS WELL 

AS ALL ~OTHER MEDIA , SHOUl BE ALERTED AND WHEN NECESSARY 

MOB ILIZED, TO THE. END THAT A DEFENSE MAY BE PRESENTED TO 
I . -

THE AMERiCAN PEOPLE. 

I CJI FURTHER, WE RESENT THE CARELESS HURLI NG OF THE 

WORD "COMMUNIST" AT EVERY LEFTWING MEMBER OF THE DEMOCRAT IC 

PARTY OR EVEN ITS MORE RAD ICAL SPLINTER GROUPS. WE RESENT 

.: THIS EXACTLY:AS MUCH , AN FOR PRECISELY THE SAME REASON, AS 

WE HAVE RESENTED THE HURLI NG OF THE TERn S .IIFASCI ST" AND 
~ -

"TOOL OF WA LL STREET" AT S1 CERE R I GHT-WI NG AMER I CANS OF 
~~~~~~~~~ ____ ~~~~ END NINE --
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THE REPUBLICAN PARTY - - INCLUDING WEN ELL WILLKIE . WHO SO 
- --

NOBLY AND SUCCESSFULLY ~USHED TO THE INDUSTRY'S DEFENSE WHEN 

IT LAST FACED i\h! UNWARRANTED ATTACK AND THREAT. 

DESPERA TELY WE WISH A RETURN TO THE AMERICA OF A FEW 
GENE ATIONS AGO, AND OF MANY GENERATIONS BEFORE THAT. WHEN MEN 

-- - - - - -

OF GOOD WILL AND OFDIFFE ENT POLITICAL FAITHS COULD ASSEMBLE 
IN TOWN MEETING,- DISCUSS THEIR POLITICAL. DIFFERENCES , AND . - . 

REMA IN FRIENDS. FOR WHEN THE FREEDOM TO DISAGREE, THE RIGH T 
- -

TO ISSENT, IS TH REA TE NED I N AMERICA,THE WHOLE FABRIC OF OUR 

BELOVED COUNTRY ISI N JEOPARDY 
- -

q WE HOPE, AND HAVE :CONFIDENCE, THAT WE SHA[l BE BUT 
-- -

THE FIRST OF COUNTLESS REPUBL ICA NS AND DEMOCRATS TO RECO-GNIZE 
THAT IT IS OUR DUTY AND OBLIGATION AS AMERICANS TO DEFEND 
THE RIGH TS OF AMERICANS OF POLITICAL FAITHS DIFFERENT FROM 
OUR OWN. ) '-

q WE FEEL IT WOULD BE AS OUTRAGEOUSLy ' UNFAIR TO ATTEMPT 
TO BRAND HOLLYWOO AS BE ING COMMUNIST-RIDDEN AND 

- -- --

COMMUNIST-DOMINATED AS IT WOULD BE TO · ATTACK THE BUREAU OF 
-~ - - -

PRINTING AND ENGRAVING AS BE ING COMMUNIST-RIDDEN AND 
COMMUNI ST - DOM I NATED BECAUSE IT PR I TS T~E CO~1MUN .I~ PARTY , 
SYMBOL AND CANDIDA TES ON THE BALLOTS WHICH ARE PRINTED BY 
THE GOVERNMENT AT tHE [AXPAYERS' EXPENSE.= 
---- ) ~ 

END TEN. 
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WE HAVE LONG FOUGHT AGAINST DISCR IMI NAT ION BECAUSE OF RACE 
OR COLOR . WE REGARD ANY ATTACK BECAUSE -OF POLITI CAL FA ITH AS 

- ~--- -

BEING A COMPARABLY MONSTROUS AND UNTENABLE AFFRONT TO THE 
BAS IC ':TENETS UPON WHICH THE COUNTRY WAS lFOUNDED , AND UPON 

\ WH ICH IT HAS GROWN TO A STRENGTH NEVER APPROACHED BY ANY 
-

OTHER NATION IN HISTORY , A STRENGTH GREAT ENOUGH TO SAVE 
- ------

THE VERY EX ISTENCE OF COMMUN IST RUSS IA AF TER 'IT HAD BEEN --- - -
ATTACKED BY ITS FORMER FELLO\J- CONSP IRA TOR AGAINST THE 
LIBER TI ES OF MAN 

~ WE REGARD THE INVESTI GA TI ON AS PAR TICULARLY ILL- TIMED 
IN VI EW OF THE STRUGGLE WH I CH THE INDUSTRY IS MAKING TO 

SURV IVE IN THE FACE OF THE RECENT HEAVY BLOWS TO Ir ABROAD, 
- - --- -. - --- ~ 

AND THE CONSEQUENT SE·VERE ANGER TO THE PRESERVAT ION OF THE - -~ 

MARKETS AND SCREENS OF THE WORLD FOR THE GREA TEST , AND 
ALMOST ONLY , MED I UM AVAILABLE INTERNATIONALLY IN THE 

IlJEOLOG ICAL WAR WHICH OUR -COUNTRY IS PRESENTLY WAGING. THIS 
DANGER OBV IOUSLY EXTENDS ALSO TO _THE EMP LOYMENT AND THE 
---- - - --

STANDARD OF LIVI NG OF THE THOUSANDS OF WORKERS IN THE 
---~ 

I NDUSTR Y. I 

END ELEVEN . 

/ 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SU GGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 



CLAss OF SERVICE 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram OT Cable­
gRl.m unless Its de­
ferred character is i n­
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre­
ceding the address. 

WES.TERN ,= 

UNION ~?~. 
JOSEPH L . EGAN 

PRESIDENT 

The filing time shown telegram. and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is __ TA40 

T. HD 1 09 PD /12=HOLL YWOO D CA L I F STA SSEN CHGO= 

SYMBOLS 

DL-Doy Letter 

NL-N,.htLenu 

LC - Defernd CallIe 

NL T -CallIe N .... t Lenu 

AT SUCH A TI ME , WE MIGHT EXPECT THE CONGRESS I OF THE UNITED 
. - - """------ - -

STATES AND OUR ADM IN1ST RA 110N TO RALLY TO THE DEFENSE OF THE 
AM E R J CA N MOT ION P I CT U R E ,. INS TEA D 0 F A I DIN G 0 U R J E A LOU S 

- -- , 

RIVALS AND FOREIGN ENEMIES TO DISCREDIT IT. 
q WE ARE TIRED OF OUR IN DUSTRY, AND OF OUR PROFESSION, 

AND OF OUR FA MILIES AND FRIENDS, ETE RN ALLY BEING PLACED IN 
A DEFENSIVE POSITION BY EVERY ·GROUP SEEKING NOTORIETY AT 
HOLLYWOOD'S EXPENSE. WE HAVE FAITH THAT THE MAJORITY OF THE 

- ~ ~ ~ 

. ELECTED CONGRE SSIONAL REPRESENTATIVES OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 
""' - -- -

RESENT EQUALLY WITH US ABUSES OF THE POWERS OF THE CONGRESS 
AND THAT, EQUALLY WITH US, THEY RE COGNIZE THAT THESE RIGHTS 

FLOW TO CONGRESS FROM THE PEOPLE, AND ARE INTEN DED LARGELY 
~--~= 

FOR THE PRESERVA TIO N OF THE RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE AND OF 

EV.ER Y GROU P, LAR GE OR SMALL. 
q MORE IMPO RTANTLY, WE ARE fEA RFUL FOR THE CIVIL 

LIBERTIES OF OTHER A~1ERICANS IF THE PEOPLE OF THIS INDUSTRY, 
, ---

ALWAYS MERELY THE FI RST TO SUFFER FROM WITCH-HU NTS, DO NOT 
ORG ANIZE THEMSELVES IN DEFfNSE OF THE REPUTATIONS AND 

~ 

EMPLOYMENT AN D ~I B ERTIES OF THOSE 
~~ 

END TWELVE. I ( 

, 
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.TA42 
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AMONG THE DEFENDANTS WHO ARE INNOCENT OF ANY TRAITOROUS 
ACTIVITIES OR INTENTIONS AND BE ING INNOCENT, SHOULD HAVE 

• _ A __ #~ 

NOTHI NG WHATSOEVER TO FE R. HOPEFULLY THE 
MEMBERS OF THE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE WILL SO CONDUCT THE ' 

AID UNNECCESARY BUT EVEN IF THIS SOUL D BE TRUE, WE BELIEVE 
~----~- -

THERE HAS BEEN FAR TOO LONG A DE LAY IN THE :FORMATION Of AN 
ORGANIZATION THAT IS PREPARED TO S~RVE NOTICE THAT A DEfENSE - -

IS AVAILABLE AGAINST INJUSTICE TO OUR PEOPLE- AND THEI R 

WORK. 
en ACCORDINGLY, WE HEREBY INVITE OTHER AMERICANS Of 

-~ 

HOLLYWOOD TO JOIN WITH US IN THE ORGANIZATION OF A JOINT 
REPUBL ICA N AND DEMOCRA TIC COMMITTEE DEDICATED TO THE 
PRESERVATION OF AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES, AND TO THE 
DEFENSE OF THE GOOD 'NAME OF THE I NDUSTRY AND THE 
I NDJVIDUALS WHO COMPRISE IT. I 

en FINALLY, WE WISH TO POINT OUT THAT NONE OF THE 

UNDERSIGNED HAS BEEN SUBPOENED; AND TO THE BEST OF OUR , 
--~'- -~- -' j 

, KNOWLEDGE, NONE OF ' US I S BELl EVED TO BE SUSPECT TO TREASON. 
HOW EV ER f 

END THIRTEEN. 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECUTE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
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CLAss OF SER.vICE 

-
This is a full-rate • DL-o.yUttu 

Telegram or CabJe-

UNI 0 
15 ) • . 

~m unless Its de- N 
NL-N!ah, Uttu 

erred character is in- LC-Ddened Cable 
dicated bV a suitable 
.ymbol above or pte- NL T -Cable Nlch, letttr 

"\ ceding the address. / JOSEPH L. EGAN , .Shlp Iladlocnm / 
PRESIDENT 

WESTER 
.. 
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.WE WISH TO MAKE OURSELVES AVAILABLE FOR QUERY BY THE 
CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE IF IT SINCERELY WISHES TO GO FURTHER .. 
IN DETERMINING THE TRUTH. REPUBLICAN AND DEMOCRATIC JOINT 

COMMITTEE OF HOLLYWOOD (FOR THE PRESERVATION OF CIVIL ' 
LIBERTI ES, AND THE DEFENSE OF THE PEOPLE OF THE MOTION 

- -
PICTURE INDU~TRY) UNQUOTE WARMEST REGARDS CORDIALLY AND 

SINCERELY YOURS= . , 

DAV I D. 

./ 

--
I 

. / 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

/ 



DAVID O . SELZNICK 
CULVER. CITY. CALIFORNIA 

October 17, 1947 

Mr. Harold E. Stassen 
St. Paul, Minnesota 

Dear Harold: 

. l-~-

This will reintroduce to you Whitney 
Bolton, whom you met at the dinner 
out here, and who has with him the 
revised statement and all other plans. 

Cordially and~, 

dos:lh 

.. ' 
~:- ~~ ... 

.... -----_.- _.. ----'------=...........:...--'""""-".=.. 



n route Chioagp - Ootober 19th. 

r· David e1 znlo = 

The followi .is a prel1rn1 ary aft which e reasea position on 

~~o cur ent situation in hic you ar intere ted. I h e lready 

t rto my views to the epublicnn 1e dersn1p in Congress 

rivate1y, nd. w 11 begin checki this xaot state ant d'tl_ my top 

advisors at once . In judgement if fifteen or ore firat-rute 

people of both political parti s and includl buai ness ani labor 

and it possible, olergy of the three faiths, willjoin in such 

letter, it should be delivered t the Co tte on tm first i d1oallon 

that they are v1ol:atlng these principles in the er in whio 1 thoy 

are oonducting e 1 veotigatiou, thoo. rei as d to th press and \ , 
\ 

\ 

\ 
radio after delivery. I 

I vdll leoma orltiois or suggestions s to wordi of t he 
, \ 

sa g • \ \ 

- 1 - \ 
\ 

\. 
',\ 
1\ 

\
' '\ 

.~ 

\ 
" 

\ 



hom 

e t to ersi.gned 01 lz s: at the United 0 utes f 

publioans, emao ts a.nd Ind pondent, r div re;ent reli0 1 us 

fait s, nationality bae grounds oocup t ona, non of om re 

affiliated 1n any to t .. otio .. P c ure In ustry. -
s ctfully roque t your consld 1'0. 1 n h 1 tter. 

t is our vie '1 .... ha the a, ;it t re abl 

faoil ty for pres ting vie Dint s i u1 

dramatically to both th eyo an Ie 0 r of e p .. op1 , 1 en 

1e ant xoept1onal valu to fut e fr do 

f g. 

It i our conviotion that he top 10 d the .otion 

Picture:r US try a. d the ove moll 19 jority h st r"", n-ite 

trector • 0 ramen t an teohnicians, unquest"on bly loy to 

tho unit d at tea 0 ~ ric to th und "t 1 conoepts of 

d i tv1 u 1 r in our n Itut1 n, aro as 

ou to se"ve our 00 on cou ry o co a.r ny 

other oitizens in 0 e~ny"o~t. or u~in ss, or 1 bor, or y ot or 
... 2 

t 



lalk ot 1 e, as trate in t " 

It 0 w rat i of e l~,\vs of til nited at tea 

that it 1 not at this nor t been 1 the years st, 

c.lnst t '. 1 1; to b un ess i 1 n th t th 

ob' ctiv B to 0: rthrov~ our gov,r, n by forc or unle s treason 

ble oonduct est bli. cd d it 10 our further u erstendi th t 

it villrcqu1r aotion by Con ross to anga this present tat· of 

1a s . 

It any o s ..,01 t 

o squslad s f 1 o oula. 

ously oed. 

It · our fi b liet .-t e S oul b C~ pI to spa t 

fo the con t tut onal r gt ; and civil lib tl , ust ru 

~ n in erioa, ana t t to depq t 

r this will eaken our oountry at 1 st"'sneth 

In th light ot t a ovo p·e n1 5 ., :respectfully U Be 

u on you nd your it t th t un ar h of our "ont arlo. 

ion h' xc 1 o re be ;b ot_on otur 

a .01 b not U! uatl EJ a~ , v t innoa n and loyal 

- :1 ... 
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.. eo Ie b not carel s .. ly llu liat d d d.l gra d t the. 

of Co un" t or 

s to th e"o pt1 

rica c 

pro Ie • 

sciBt subv r~lv s b horo~ly pres ed , and 

eo~ t coops tion 0 . e ot on pioture ind 

1 P rt 1c it c t .. o in th tas \\h1 

" to any 1 wa ,1 to corr ot, tlng 

of prall ory d. t - 0 or sa e . 
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Lionel Barrymore 

~ Charles Brackett 

Frank Capra 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 

Gene Fowler 

John Huston 

Walter Huston 

Gene Markey 

Gregory Peck 

Rosalind Russell 

David O. Selznick 

George stevens 

Spencer Tracy ... 
'Walter Wenger 

r· .... William Wyler 

Darryl F. Zanuck 

--------......... ,,~---------

.---



Oct. 22, 1947 
(l/ . Y' I 

wei ~ undersigned Democrats of the l\Toti~ \~ 
Picture Industry wish to state our protests to certa~ aspec~ 
of the Investigation of the Industry presently taking place in 

~ashington. 

This nation han been warned of the threat to our security 

and peace from Interna.tional Corrrrnunism. These warnings have come 

from national leaders of both great political parties, and from 

those charged with our national defensej from our President, who 

owes his high office to the studied faith and confidence of the 

liberal Democrat, Franklin D. Roosevelt~ and from George ]farshall, 

our Secretary of State, a man of unquestioned wisdom and integrity. 

Under these Circumstances, the Con8ress would be remiss in 

its duties if it did not examine the threat, 100 ring towards a 

determination as to whether or not new legislation is necessary. 

Before criticizing the present hearing, we must bear in mind that 

the duties of the Congress include protection of "the corrnnon 

defense, the general welfare, and the blessings of liberty, to 

ourselves and our posterity . " 

The law of the land make sit a criminal offence to plot the 

overthrow of the Government by force. We trust the Congress vdll 

always be alert in taking whatever measures may be necessary to 

further implement this law, and to guard the nation against any 

plot against democracy, whether emanating at home or abroad. 

Hovlever, the Congress is bound equally by the Bill of Rights, 

composed of the ten original Amendments to the Constitution. 

Article Nine of the Bill of Rights states : "The enumeration 

in the Constitution of certain rights shall not be construed to 



2. 

deny or disparage other rights retained by the people." We be­

lieve that those rights of tre people include the protection of 
~ 

their good name, protection fro~ libel under whatever guise. 
1\ . 

Specifically, Article Six of the Bill of Rights provides 

tha t trin all criminal prosecutions the accused shall enjoy the 

right to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation 

to be confronted with the witnesses against him, to have com-

• • • 

pulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have 

the assistance of counsel in his defense.'- ~ 

We maintain that Congressional investigationsl'such as the 

one presently taking placeYare not merely investigations, for 

if this were thei I' full nature, they could be conduc ted without 

endangering the reputations and livelihood and happiness of tbe 

innocent f or the alleged purpos e of tracking down t he guilty. 

~e maintain that such investigations are tantamount to trials, 

in which tbe investigators assume the roles of prosecutors, on 

which public opinion sits in judgment, with effectiveness at 

least comparable to that of higLly constituted judges. 

We therefore urge, in the name of justice, that any person 

so questioned be ringed about with all the protections accorded 

by our law to those under indictment. 

There is in us, and we must confess it, a suspicion that 

such unnecessary, destructive and un-American procedure is moti­

vated by the desire for publicity at the expense of HollYVlood and 

its people, always a target for those deSiring to advance them-

s elves politically on a popular issue. And we call attention to 

the fact tha t the Constitution and Bill of Rights were expressly 
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designed to protect minorities and unpopular opinions. 

To give force to tre preceding, we must make clear our 

attitude towards Communism: We are opposed to it as a way of 

life. We have no sympathy with nor understan ing of those Ameri­

cans who would trade for 01..11' proud democracy a way of life and a 

form of Government which, wherever tried, have proved to be 

destructive of the rights and freedoms of the individual, which 

we so dearly cherish. Of course , we feel strongly that any Ameri ­

can whose allegiance to a foreign power can be proven, is a 

traitor. Of course, we feel strongly that any alien who per-

jures himself in entering this country should be punished with 

deportation or otherwise. 

But, however strong our feelings a gainst Communism, we feel, 

just as strongly, that mass hysteria must not be perrlltted to 

usurp Constitut ional privileges, nor to blur a single phrase of 

the Bill of Rights. It is our fear that tampering or compromising 

with any section of this charter of liberty, h~vever expedient 

from the current viewpoint, however tempting to the current 

emotion, could de stroy t he whole, and f or all time . 

To add further strength to our protest a 0ainst trials by 

implication, such as the curre nt Congressional hearing, all~l us 

to point out that Communism is . not illegal. We presume and we 

hope fervently that, s hould the Communist Party of America or any 

other party or group, be proven to the satisfaction of our law­

makers and the Courts to be disloyal, it will be outlawed. But 

until or unless laws are passed estab lishing Communism as being 

a subvers ive or otherwise criminal philosophy, we are obliged in 

I 
! 
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scrupulous devotion to our Constitution and Bill of Rights, to 

protect every man and every "MJman from the inquisition of pseudo­

trial and popular judgment for a non-existent crime. 

Any contrary attitude seems to us to be the unthinkable 

equivalent of the treatment of Democrats in those countries 

where CommuniEt or Fascistic dictatorship presently prevails. We 

hope always to be jealous of our political freedom, however strong­

ly we may disagree with political philosophies that are espoused 

under its protection. And we wish to protect the rights of the 

individual against lynch law as a substitute for Constitutional 

and legal processes, regardless of whether the noose be made of 

rope or of public opinion. 

In these tense times, it may seem inexpedient t o defend the 

political rights of some who perhaps assail democracy itself. 

However, the strength of democracy lies in its tolerance, with­

ou t which we a re no longer a free pe ople. !Ve l:a ve 1 i ttle fear 

th9. t opening the forum to extreme fringes can result in the Amer­

ican electorate's trading its glorious heritage for potential 

tyranny. 

We do not deny that there ar-e Communists in Hollywood, as 

there are in many American communities, but we, as members of 

the Industry, know them to be an inconsiderable minority. We 

therefore can see no reason 1'0 r making a circus of wba t pretends 

to be an investigation. 

In this connection, we resent bitterly the careles s hurling 

of the word "Colm.:lUnist II a t Left-wing membe rs of the Democratic 

Party or of independent non-Communist Leftist groups . We resent 



.. 
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this exactly as much, and for precisely the same reason, as we 

have resented the hurling of the terms ftFascist fl and Utool of 

Wall Street" a t sine ere Right-wing Americans of the Republican 

Party -- including Wendell Willkie, who so nobly and successfully 

rushed to the industry's defense when it faced an unwarranted and 

similar attack. 

The &ne rica we love and defend is the tra.di ti onal ..Ame rica 

where men of good will and of different political faiths assemble 

in town meeting, discuss their political differences, and remain 

friends. For when the freedom to disagree, the right to dissent, 

is threatened in America, the whole fabric of our beloved country 

is endangered. 

We wish to emphasize at this point that we are prepared to 

support the Constitutional privileges alike of both Right-wing 

and Left-wing politica l groups, insisting as a prerequisite to 

our support, that they hide behind no masks of name or purpose; 

and that they recqgnize the privileges of all minorities. 

We feel that no witness should object to being asked under 

oath concerning his allegiance to this country, without reser­

vation and without obligations, real or implied, to any foreign 

power or IRrty. 

We offer wholehearted support to those who can give such an 

oa tho "ie ha ve no support for any who refuse to swear fealty. 

Until an individual is proven guilty of treachery under the 

law, we feel that the motion picture industry should give another 

demonstration of its Americanism by mobilizing itself, in all its 



• 

untapped power, in defense of tee reputations of any of its 

members who are being unfairly tried before public opinion. We 

feeltbat this defense should include a united front in support 

of continuing employment, and ne,,' employment, for those whose 

talents warrant it, and who are guilty of nothing but free exer­

cise of tJ::e Arne ri can vote. 

We hope that we may obtain the aid of the motion picture's 

sister media, the press and the radio, in this endeavor -- for 

it is clear tha t jeopardy to the freedom of one medium means 

eventual jeopardy to the freedom of all. 

Finally, we resent the fact that our indus try, our pro-

fessions, our families and our friends, should be recurrently 

placed in a defensive position by those who seek to discredit 

llS. Vie ha ve faith tha t the g~ea t ma j ori ty of the ele cted Con­

gressional representatives of the American people resent equally 

wi th us dis tortions of the povJers of t:t.a Congre ss; and tba t, 

equally with us, they recognize that these rights flow to Congress 

from the people, and are intended largely for the presel"vatlon 

of the rights of the people and of every group, large or small, 

popular or unpopular. 

We invite other Americans of tbe motion picture industry 

to join with us in t.h.e organization of a committee dedicated to 

the preservation of American civil liberties, and to the defense 

of tho good name of the Industry and the individuals who comprise 

it. 
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