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W _th'}e undersigned, as American citizens who believe in constitutional "dernocratic government,
are disgusz;d and outraged by the continuing attempts of the House Un-American Activities Committee
to smear the motion picture industry and Broadway. ‘ '

We hold that these hearings are morally wrong because: Any investigation into the political be-
liefs of the individual is contrary to the basic principles of our democracy. Any attempts to curb freedom
of expression, and to set arbitrary standards of Americanism, are'in themselves disloyal to both the spirit
and the letter of our Constitution.

Signed by

Luther A;_I",ER o Edith ATWATER e Arnold AUERBACH e Aline BERNSTEIN e Leonard BERNSTEIN e Kermit BLOOMGARDEN
Helen BROOKS  Louis CALHERN e Eddie CANTOR e Jerome CHODOROV o Harold CLURMAN e Betty COMDEN e Philip
COOLIDG‘_Ej'-fo Richard CONTE ¢ Norman CORWIN e Cheryl CRAWFORD e Agnes DE MILLE ¢ Olin DOWNES e Alfred DRAKE
Paul DRAI!‘# e Philip DUNNE e Lehman ENGEL e Julius EPSTEIN e Philip EPSTEIN e Jose FERRER @ Henry FONDA e Sylvia
FRIEDLANDER e Martin GABEL e Ava GARDNER e John GARFIELD e Sheridan GIBNEY e Paulette GODDARD e Robert
GORDON @ Bolly HAAS @ Uta HAGEN e Jed HARRIS & Bernard HART @ Moss HART e Van HEFLIN e Lillian HELLMAN
Paul HENREID e Katharine HEPBURN e Albert HIRSCHFELD e Judy HOLLIDAY e John HOUSEMAN e Marsha HUNT e John
HUSTON e Walter HUSTON o Charles IRVING @ Garson KANIN e Irving KOLODIN e Georges KAUFMAN e Elia KAZAN
George KEANE o Gene KELLY @ Norman KRASNA e Peg LA CENTRA e Canada LEE e Goddard LIEBERSON e Anatole LITVAK
Philip LOEB @ Myrna LOY e Aline MacMAHON e Richard MANEY ® Hugh MARLOWE e Byron McGRATH e Dorothy McGUIRE
Burgess MEREDITH o Arthur MILLER e Erin O‘Brien MOORE e William MORRIS @ Lyn MURRAY e Doris NOLAN e Sono
OSATO e Paill OSBORN e John O'SHAUGHNESSY e Berenice PARKS e Gregory PECK e S. J, PERELMAN e Otto PREMINGER
James D. PRACTOR e Jerome ROBBINS e Gladys ROBINSON e Madeleine ROBINSON e Harold ROME e Daniel SAIDENBERG
Fred SAIDY @& Gerald SAYORY e Budd SCHULBERG e Oscar SERLIN e Artie SHAW e Irwin SHAW e Ann SHEPHERD e Hiram
SHERMAN ejHerman SHUMLIN e Bella SPEWACK e Harvey STEPHENS o Donald Ogden STEWART e Paul STEWART e Lee
STRASBERG # Sheppard STRUDWICK e Barry SULLIVAN e Deems TAYLOR e Virgil THOMSON e Peter YIERTEL @ Thomas
WARD e Ridbard WATTS, Jr. @ Cornel WILDE o Betty WINKLER o Kathleen WINSOR o William WYLER e Collier YOUNG

This is what PAUL V. McNUTT says, in part:

“It became perfectly apparent, during the chairman’s questioning
of Mr. McGuinness, that the purpose was to try to dictate and control,
through the device of the hearings, what goes on the screen of
- America. i :

"“This is no concern of any Congressional committee. It is the eoncern
solely of those who produce motion pictures.

““We shall fight to continue a free sereen in America.”
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Eric Johnston, president of the Motion Picture Association of America,
has sent the following letter to the Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives,
the President Pro Tempore of the U. 8. Senate, and the Majority
and Minority leaders of the Senate and the House

HE purpose of this letter is to suggest that

the time has come for the Congress to
overhaul its procedure in committee investiga-
tions to clarily and make secure the rights of
individual citizens.

In my opinion, the broad power of the Con-
gress to investigate is among the great sentinels
ol the public welfare. In no other way can cor-
ruption be so cflectively exposed or facts so
adequately marshaled as a basiz for neediul
legislation. No thinking person would question
the right of the Congress to investigate.

I merely raise here the serious question of
evils inherent in the existing procedure of in-
vestigating committees. The procedure lacks
uniformity; it has developed more or less hap-
hazardly. It can and sometimes does deny the
Andividual his full measure of citizenship rights.

Too often, individuals and institutions have
been condemned without a hearing or a chance
to-speak in self-defense; slandered and libeled
by hostile witnesses not subject to cross-exami-
nation and immune from subsequent suit or
prosecution. Legal counsel cannot be heard ex-
cept at the committee’s pleasure. Too often this
protection is limited to advice on constitutional
rights. The commitles can accept or reject ex-
planatory statements for the record.

T - "4

Today, the motion picture industry, a part
of which I represent, is under investigation by
the Commitiee on Un-American Activities of
the House of Representatives. Its procedure,
good and bad, is the common practice of all in-
vestigating committees. The present investiga-
tion serves to emphasize my thinking on the
need for reform.

I am thoroughly aware that a Congres-

sional investigation is a fact-finding inquiry
and not a trial; that a committee is neither a

]
¥
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; that it neither indicts
nor conviets. But in tice, the committee be-
comes prosecutor, | and jury, and the in-
dividual becomes ddﬂ:dlnt

t to be heard and no
accusations against
him, the innocent is helpless. He can be
indicted and convi in the public mind on
the unchallenged say-so of a witness who may

proscoutor nor a

be completely ti but can be cither mis-
informed or with prejudice. Without
faar of reprisal, ?ﬁwd wilness can exer-
cise venom as ﬂpﬂ:ﬂ.ﬂty

Thntlmntu an attack or a mis-

representation is atthe hour it is made. The
longer the delay, the the damage.

In America, we hold that the individual is
a higher power than (the state which derives
from him its own authority and must treat him
accordingly. The sovereign rights and dignity
of the individual supersede all else. There is
no place in our society for any procedure or
practice which cuts away part of those rights.
There can be no such' thing in America as a

half-citizen.
- 3 * T

One of the most precious heritages of our
civilization is the concept that 2 man is inno-
cent until he is proved guilty. This concept is so
dear to us that we say it is better for twelve
guilty men to escape than for one innocent man
to suffer.

This is in direct contradiction to the prac-
tice of the police state. In Russia, the state has
all the rights, and the individual has none.
There a man is guilty until he proves his inno-
cence, and too often innocent men are con:
demned before a guilty nrilg 15 found.

We surround our defendants in courts of
law with a multitude of prnl:ﬁ:tlvc devices. To
name but a few—

We assign them counsel when they cannot
themselves afford it; they have the right of
cross-examination; prospective jurors can be
challenged; and the judge himself can be dis-
qualified on grounds of prejudice.

These protections and safeguards are de-
nied or short-circuited in Congressional in-
quiries.

I do not suggest that investigating commul-
tees adopt and pursue the procedure of the
eourts. We cannot expect the identical proce-
dure of a court of law and amphuhthupur-
pose of a Congressional investigation.

I am suggesting only that there are too
many weaknesses and evils in present proce-
dure, L am proposing a fresh look as a basis for
reform. Besides the right of the individual,
there is another vital factor. Whenever a Con-
gressional committee in its effort to expose or
develop facts has injured an innocent individ-
ual, it has injured itself more. The entire insti-
tution of the Congress suffers. We arm the ad-
vocates of paternalism and the police state and
undermine the legislative system.

o = o

Congress, the representative body, of the
people, must be scrupulous in its rehtmntlup
with the people, and as an.institution must be
at all times above reproach.

Today, the individual is. crushed in many
lands. The eyes of the people of the world who
want liberty and freedom look to America as
the last hope and the last refuge of free and
dignified men.

Congress must take positive action to re-
emphasize the rights of man, the citizen.

I carnestly appeal to you to initiate this
needed reform at the next session of the Con-

gress.

THIS ADVERTISEMENT 15 PUBLISHED AS A PUBLIC SERVICE

Maotion Picture Association of America, Ine.
1600 Eye Street, N. W., Washington 6, D. C.

Lfore Congress
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Editors Attack
Press ‘Gag’ on
Loyalty Checks

Directors of Society Say
Agency Directives Bar
Reports on Individuals

CLEVELAND, Oct. 26 (P)—
Directors of the American Society
of Newspaper Editors today de-|
nounced an attempt to implement
the President’s loyalty order of
last March with directives which
the editors said would “place even
the ordinary affairs of Federal
civilian agencies beyond public
scrutiny.” .

Concluding a two-day meeting,
the directors adopted a resolution
opposing security regulations pre-
pared by the Security Advisory
Board of the State, Army and Navy
Department Co-ordinating Com-
mittee.

These regulations, the resolution
said, already are embodied in a di-
rective for guidance of the Veter-
ans Administration and that direc-
tive “evidently is a pattern for
directives to be issued to other
Federal agencies.”

The resolution said the V. A. di-
rective “classifies as confidential
all ‘information the unauthorized
disclosure of which, although not
endangering the national security,
would be prejudicial to the inter-
ests or prestige of the nation, any
governmental activity or an indi-
vidual, or would cause administra-
tive embarrassment or difficulty.’

“The broad nature of this lan-
guage could be used to deprive the
public of information te which it
is entitled. While the announced
purpose of the President’s loyalty
order is to protect the nation in
the difficult international situation
which now exists, the V. A. direc-
tive classes as confidential infor-
mation which does not affect the
national security.”

Without questioning the pur-
pose of the President's loyalty or-
der, the board said it felt the com-
mittee implementing the order had
gone “far beyond any reasonable
exercise of its authority” and
urged the President “to nullify
the V. A. gag rule and to strike
any such rule out of the regula-
tions for other departments.”

“Congress even in war time re-
fused to adopt a similar proposal,”
the resolution declared, and main-
tained that under the directive
“any administrative officer could
shield himself from publie serutiny |
or criticism by simp’- labeling the

information - - ntial.””

“If the V e is made
effective agencies,
no perst Yovern-

CO ot TITE
press wih Ve Te-
prisals fio. «8," the

resolution cc ‘

The board méu._ leveland for
the first time in tribL\te to the s0-
ciety’s president, N. R. Howard,
editor of “The Cleveland News,” To
discuss plans for the annual mees-
ing of the A. S. N. E. in Washing-
ton next April.

The directors elected to A, 8. N.
E. membership under the distin-
guished service to journalism
clause in the society’s constitution,
Roscoe Drumond, Washington
correspondent of “The Christian
Science Monitor”; Arthur Krock,
“New York Times’ Washington
correspondent, and Walter Lipp-
man, special writer for the New
York Herald Tribune. :

U.S. Releases Nazis

Among these who flew from Hollvieood wvesterday

Hughes

Movie Players Off to Attend Hearing in Washington

to appear befor
American Activities were. left 1o right: June Havoe, Marsha Hunt. Humphrey Bogart, Lauren Bacall,
Evelyn Keyes and Paul Henreid, In rear left is Danny Kave. They are receiving tickets from Barbara

§

e the House Committee on Un-

Reds in Manchuria! Movie Protest
Reported Set Back|

‘ (Continued from page one)
attempt to censor the motion pie-
ture screen as a medium of free

expression.”

Peiping Says Communists|
Had 17.000 Casualties

PEIPII‘\;G‘ 06?' 5 (A?I] .-—.Gavern-: The committee emphasized that
meny Torees: elatmed viclory mda&.il‘. represents no political group or

in the first-round battle for theiparty, no motion picture company

big_ Manchprian paw_e:' piEnt Of;as such, or “any witnesses who
Hs;aof@gman. l'ep?i'tlng that,um'have appeared or are yet to ap-
attackmg ommnisg h_ad l'mre’d:pear before the House Committee
to the hills afier suffering heavy'on un-American activities.”

CaTIRIES, Their sentiments were achoed fo

The government Central News|some extent by Paul V. MecNutt,
agency said the Communists had 'former government official and
lost 7,000 killed and 10,000 wounded |110W special counsel for the Mo-
or captured in their week-long|tion Picture Association of Amer-
drive on Kirin before they with-|ica and the Association of Motion

cally today on the American House
Commiitee on Un-American Ac-
tivities and its Hollywood inquiry,
which has been page 1 news in
Britain.

Newspapers of the left, center
and right alike used such terms
as “Hollywood witch hunt,” “nau-
seating spectacle” and “antics of
a circus load of film stars.”

“The Sunday Observer,” inde-
pendent Conservative said:

“The present Red scare in
America is no doubt stimulated by
the Canadian spy revelations and
the consequent fear that afom
secrets might be stolen, but it
would be a poor bargain to keep
the atom secrets and lose the
freedoms which are the secret of
America’s greatness.”

The left-of-center “Reyn ls!

Reds in Russia
Told to Follow
Comintern Line

Popov Exhorts Party, Says
a Stronger Military Will
ExtendRussia’sAuthority

By Joseph Newman
From the Herald Tribune Bureou
Copyrigint, 1947, New York Herald Tribune Inec.

MOSCOW, Oct. 26.—G. M.
Popov, secretary of the Moscow
Committee of the Communist
party, called on Communist organ-
izations yesterday to intensify
their activity and the “ideological
education” of the Soviet people on
the basis of the decisions made at
the founding meeting in Poland of
the new international organiza-
tion of Communist parties from
nine European nations.

Addressing a meeting of 2,000
active party workers, Mr. Popov
also declared that strengthening
the “economic and military might
of the Soviet Union” would be the
principal guaranty of the security
of Russia and the extension of its
international authority.

The Moscow party leader said it
was necessary to elucidate to all
members of the Russian Commu-
nist party and candidates for
membership, as well as to all
workers in this city, the “outstand-
ing important political signifi-
cance” of the decisions made last
month at the meeting in Poland.

He called for meetings by pri-
mary and secondary party organ-
izations to sponsor lectures, reports
and discussions on the interna-
tional situation. These lectures
and reports, he said, “must bear
an offensive character and instill
in the Soviet people boldness and
confidence.”

Mr. Popov asserted there should
be daily education of the Soviet in-
telligentsia “in the spirit of Soviet
patriotism and devotion to the in-
terests of the Soviet Socialist
state.” He urged party activists

News” said the uatmoSpherer af'm em;lhasize Prime Minister Sta-

For German Trials

Thyssen, Messerschmitt

May Be in Later Group

NUERNBERG, Oct. 27 (Mon-
day) (#.—American war crimes
courts, preparing to complete
work in Germany early next year,
have begun to release prisoners for
trial by their own countrymen.

Brigadier General Telford Tay-
lor, chief prosecutor, announced
today that the first group of thirty
Germans, implicated in evidence
introduced at the trials of other
persons here, has been turned over
to German custedy for prosecution
in either criminal or de-Nazifica-
tion courts.

Eventually American authorities
expect to release hundreds of Ger-
mans in this category. They in-
clude Fritz Thyssen, an industrial-
ist too ill to be tried now, and
Willy Messerschmitf, airplane
manufacturer, against whom a
specific case never materialized.

A special staff headed by James
E. Heath, of Norfolk, Va., has been
get up to handle release of the
prisoners. Six German statel

drew and shifted the assault to

Hsiaofengman., It -added that
20,000 Communists were still
grouped around Kirin,

Pro-government press corre-

spondents reported a steadyv stream
of well-equipped government rein-
forcements was arriving by air at
Changchun, the Manchurian capi-
tal, and that another force was
marching there from Szepingkai,
70 miles to the southwest.
[Nanking reported that the
north bank of the Yangtze river
had heen cleared of General Liu
Po-cheng’s Communist raiders

affer a ,W@ﬁﬁampaign by the
rarmny -1, s

inforee. ) X

Adulﬂery, Lese M"ajeslly
Ended in Japanese Law

TOKYO, Oct. 26 (UP) —Premier
Tetsu Katayama teday made pub-
lic the, revised Japanese criminal
code, which abolishes adultery and
lese majesty as criminal offenses.

Under the previous Japanese
law, adultery could be charged only
against women. It was removed
from the books in the interest of
“equality” as promised by the new
constitution.

“Adultery remains a moral crime
and will be socially condemnable,”
Mr. Katayama said.

He added that abolition of lese-
majeste had nothing to do with
the Emperor system itself. He ex-
pressed belief that the “nation’s
respect and love for the Emperor
will not be affected by it.”

Picture Producers.

He protested in a letter to Rep-
resentative J. Parnell Thomas,
Republican, of New Jersey, chair-
man of the committee, that the
committee has given wide pub-
licity to ‘‘generalized statements
unsupported by evidence” that
Communist propaganda has been
linjected into many Hollywood
{films produced during the last
\eight years.
|  He demanded that the commit-
tee list the pietures by name, pro-
duce the evidence of “propa-
ganda,” and give producers a
chanee to refute the charges pub-
(licly or fulfill its “obligation to ab-
solve the industry.”

Mr, McNutt renewed his offer to
exhibit publicly any and all pic-
tures suspected by the committee
| so the American people them-
|selves can “'be the judge.”

at 7:45 a. m., Pacific time, in a
chartered plane.

“Everyone wanted to gzo, but we
had to limif o because of the size
of the plane, Mr. Bogart said,

The girls were in mink and the
men in overcoats when they fook
off. Dancer Gene Kelly had his re-
cently injured foot in a new cast
for the trip.

a restaurant to discuss plans last
night. and nobody got more than
two hours’ sleep.

British Jibe at Inquiry

LONDON, Oct. 26 (&) —DBritish
newspapers commented causti-

Confidence is a pa

degree. Confidence

our own selection!

Good Faith of ou
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rt of every trans-

in the Good Taste

Confidence in the

r straightforward

The Hollrwood group—lefh thers.

Mr. Bogart said they all met in

America was such that “it { ‘es
courage even to express the n d-
est ilberal ideas.”

The Conservative "Smr lay
Chroniecle’s” Washington cgrre-
spondent, Clifford Hulme, cgbled
of the investigation’s subjects “In
some of them the pink is so pale
they would barely qualifyr for
membership in the (British) Na-
tional Liberal Club, while the
Conservative party’s industrial
|charter would scare them stifi.”

lin’s words: “The last Soviet citi-
zen free from the chains of capi-
talism stands a head higher than
any high foreign official dragging
on his shoulders the yoke of capi-
talist slavery.”

Mr. Popov reviewed the prin-
cipal points of the nine-party
declaration and the speech made at
the founding meeting by Andrei A,
Zhdanov, secretary of the Central
committee of the Communist
party, on which it ‘vas based. He

“The Spectator,” Conservative
weekly, sayd the state cannot im=-
pose restraint upon art “as in
Russia, wltanut making bof""|state

;repeated charges of “imperialism”

against the United States and of
the weaknggs in the “imperialistic
camp” ariging from “serious in-
ternal cotlradictjons,"

——

Tl

and art look ridiculous.” |
by
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We are against
“Darty-liners”

We are also against
Witch-hunts

The undersigned are political opponents of Communists
4 party-liners and fellow-travelers.

We fight them pohacally.

We also are enemies of inquisitors in the police-state
tradition.

We fight them polically—or, as now, by public protest.

The who'le nasty business of the present Washington “hear-
ing” and the rest of the “Red witch-hunt” that hides behind loyaly
pledges needs 1o be fought. Fought in the name of the civil liberties
which all pelice-states deny their citizens. '

The Hollywood people being “investigated” by the
Thomas- Rankin Committee are citizens of the country which boass
free speech, free political opinion, free thought. If their civil liberties
can be taken from them, then civil liberties for all Americans no longer
arc guaranteed. i

We have no love for Communists. ar 5 We_
refuse 1o work with thenin'polin —._.._nmitrees, " ad vote
against them. But these are demberatic methods I’ ‘s are the

1L
-

methods of hysteria.

[s hysteria to grow—without challenge?

Are men and women in this country to live in fear that
tomorrow they too may be yanked up “under suspicion” by some busy
committee, department head or employer?

IT DOESN'T TAKE BURNING FAGOTS TO STACE
A WITCH HUNT. BLAZING FLASH BULBS AND KLIEG LICHTS
WILL SERVE.

We, the undersigned, members and non-members of the
ADA which is paying for and sponsoring this advertisement, ask you
to send in a contribution so that it may appear in every city in the land.
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