
At7rHORlZED ADV~QE EXOERnS PROM ADDRESS OF HAROW E. STASSEN OF »lBNESOTA 
TO JIlmmsorA TO THE SOlll'HERN BAPrIST CONVENTION AT ST. LOUIS" JaSSOURI. AT 
.3 .30 F. It., lIlY 9th, 1941. ADDRESS TO BE DELIVERED WlTHOlJT IlANUSCRIPr . 

Ilr. President J Delegates andGueat ot \he southern Baptist Convention. 

I count tit an honor to respond to yo~ 1nv1tatioD to meet with 1ft 
todq and tq discuss with you, th subject uBaptist8 and World Peace. \\' I Wing 
informal sreetings to you &«a lIT homa church. The Riverview Baptist Ohurch ot 
Saint Paul, U1nnes~a) and from three ot the Baptist churchea of Europe at 
which I bad the prlV1lege of wonh:i.ping during lIT recent jOu.rne1, the Avenue du 
llaine Baptist Church in Paris. the Moscow Baptist Ohlirch ot MoacO'l', and the 
Bloo bUl7 Bapt;ilt Ohurch ot London. 

Before proceed:i.ng 1I1th our discussion, in order that., vi .... may not 
be lI1sunderatood by inference" I nsh to Itate sd.mpq and direct. that I do 
not agree with the two resolutions which the preas report. that you have pused 
01l the questions of diploaa1ilc representat10n at the Vatican and the supreme 
Court dec'1s1on on achael busses. 1 do adhere t.o the buic Amel'ioan principle 
of th separation of church and atate • 

.. --.. -
I return fr.om'lll recent journey with" sober OptUa18iID. that lfe can 

w1n peace in the 'WOrld it our _rica raa1na strong and follolnl poliCies that 
are wise and just and humanitarian. 

I do not undereat1aate the d1fticult1.es. ~ I do have a reasoned 
measure of oonfidence that they can and 1Jf11l be overoome without wa.r. 

The sum total. ot human misery and aufterins cont1nuin3 in the waker ot 
1far :is beyond adequate descr1ptlon. Peoplea of all nations know the colossal 
coat of W1U" and they bave a determined yeaming tor peace tbat wUl be a power­
tul retstra1nt upoD the leaders ot all oountri. s . DOtw1thst,anding the variat.lons 
in forma ot governMnt.. 

1 hope and tl"U.8t that the m lbera ot t.b1. great Gbrt.tian dfmom1nation, 
and the IlelIbera and friends o~ the other churches of our land will never surren­
der to the luidious 'Wb1aper ot the inerltabiUty of warJ that theT give stead­
fut support to the social, economio and cultural objectives of the Ufdted Na-
tionaJ that thay will unceu1ngq buil<i the 1IlOral toundat101l8 upon which this nation a 
and world peace depend} tbat theyvigoroWlly uphold individual freedos, socW, 
economiC, political and religiousJ that thq recognise and. support the need of 
strength but never worship that strength) that they "void 1uternal IUd destruc-
ti va dissension and. narrowness, and practice tolennceJ that they never embrace 
an attitude of SIII.UIlf wrapping the cloak of our rich reflourcea about us ud 
"passing b,. on the other s1d$" but practioe the humanitarian prinoiple. which 
are an essential part of the moralit111'hich malcee • man or a nation t~ great . 



Through such a c9UnJe, interpreted lntc) det1n1te action on speo1t1c 
measure. bJ tre and open disQUsaj.on in our o1rtl live , Baptists, and 
other ohurches, oan contribute toward, and be opt1Jl1stic ot, a juat and 
luting lIOrld peace. 

I close 1I1th an 1ncident of a Greek shephard t.d on the llOlUlta1nsld.e 
ot lit. B s to th northeast ot Ath M. He tending. his uncle t 8 .goats i.I'l 
the atternoon sun. He had been a guerilla tr10t 111 the mountains during 
th war in 'the bitter atru"le aga1nst the Nasi Occupation. His own ta.m1l.1" 8 
flocks ~ been d.at~d. He 1t'U wearing tattered &rIQ' cloth1ng. B:1e t.,. 
wa a atrong,clear tace. 1 asked lUll what his future hope and. ambition was, 
and he replied, "I ·pray Qod that AIleriea 11111 lead. us to .. lut1ng peace. Then 
... can febuUd v herds and replant our 'orchard. and I w:t.U be a shepherd of 
my own flock." 
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Sf PAUL MINN 

NEW ORLEANS BAPtIST PASrORS CONFERENCE VIGQROUSLY PROTESTS YOUR USlIQ 
S01Jl'HERN BAPTIST CONVENtION P.ROGlWl AS POLITICAL FORUM TO EXPOUND AS 
JiA'nER OF POLl'flCAL EIPBDIEHCY YOUR VIEWS PERTAINING TO HE TIME HONORED 
AMERICAN PRINOIPLE OF COIPlm.'E SEPARATION OllUROD AND SfATI. 

YOU ARE ENTITLED TO YOUR OWN VIEWS Bur YOUR DWER.\NOFS AS OUR OUEST 
SPEAKER IN OPPOSITION TO EXPRESSED CONVICTION OF THE CONVENTlON WE HOUl 
IIOST UPREHEN8IBLE. 

!flPROFESS A BELIEF IN BBPARATION OF oarmeR AND STATE AND AT THE SAlE 
TIllE TO tIPH>Ul AS ron DID THE UNOoNsrrrurl:ONAL RETENTION OF UNAUTHORIZED 
REPRESENTATION At THE VA'l'ICAB ARD THE SUBSIDIZIBG OF PAJm)CHIA EDUCATIOH 
mH PtlBtIC FlJNl)S IS lHCONSISTEm' AND tJN'1'Hn«ABLB. 

NO PlWHS BAP11ST PASTORS OONFE'R.ENCE J.) HaIIa .H1IRE 
P1U&SIJ)lIIf 



Ur8~ George HUrtt 
JJS So. 2J rd Plac. 
Decatur, I l.lino1a 

June 2, 1947 

Tbanlc you tor Tour trank letter of III\Y 22nd. 

i appreciate your wr1ting to .. setting torth your viewa, and 
t _ enclosing herewith • copy ot rq letter to the New or1eana 
B&ptiat Paators Conterenee in re.ponse to a wire tro. theil, 
which pointll up .,. poa1tion in the utter and the JI1auDder­
atanding which &rOlle. 

I _, and ..... , ful.lT &1fu-e that.,. statement reault. in • definite 
10118 of political support - but I haTe never decided .,. Randa of 
principle on this baais. I aa as tira in II1lpport of the .great 
pr1Dciple of aepar_ion of church and state as ant 11&11. 

I assure TOU it was with. sad heart that I tOUDd .selt in the 
position where in good cODac1ence it was necellsal')" to atate lIT 
position before the SOuthern Bapt,iat COnYentionbecauee ot the 
wide and unexpected publication of their rellolutiou before lILY 
addreS8 . 

!here i. 110 JllUCh divillion and bittern 1111 and diaaention in the 
world todq that it .akes IV heart heaV to s .. our own Baptiat 
dencw'nation adding to it with thi. attack on Catholics. 0 one 
bal18'Y8s acre tund.uentallT in the lIeparation of church and atat. 
than I do, but I .. certain that thill action ot the convention 
does not pl'OJlOte that lIeparation but onq increase. bitterne •• and 
reduCes our effectiveness in the great worit the Lord baa .et batore 
us . 

I teel Yery deeplT that there is so aucm to be done in reaching 
the milliou of children and of adultl without re11&10118 educa­
tion, and in strengthenina the moral foundation of world cirll1sa­
tion, that 1t il indeed lad to haYe th1a divernon of tuk. 

I trust you will respect lIT Y1ew8 and excu.ee .,. very trank &D8W8r 
to your letter. 

S1ncereq, 

HES/vO 
anc. 
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