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A RESOLUTioN IN OOKMEMORATIOll 
. of the 

PUBLIC SE~VICE" RENDERED BY . THE 
nONORABLE 'HAROLD E. STASSEN, GOVERNOR 

of the " 
STA'l!:fjl, ' OF MINNESar A 

, WHEREAS, the adjournment sine die of the Fl.t'tyThi:rd S'es81on 
·ot the Legislature ' of the ' ~tate ' ot M1nnelJot~"'mark's the ' 
;ret~ft.ent from pu,bl.1C:Qtf1c'e ot the Hon,. ' Harold · E. 
St(ls..-n, Governor . and 'Ch1ai' Exetcutlve ·of., thv St.ate or' 
Minnesota, ~nd ' 

,!, " . I' • :' . ..J. ,_' ~ • • • : ••• 

=-~-- WHEREkB, . the oeea~1'on-+ritttthi¥m-~'tkij- l'nauctloii 6r~' tnEf, sald 
. , HarcHci ,E. Stassen into the armed forces 0f tlle trhitii. ' 
" '; State8~ an4 . . " :.' 'i 

~AIl , . ~~ "~id Harold. E.. S,hae.el1 ~a thrice ·~e~v.d th& ~ .~. .I; 
. . · . stat~e.s . 1~" .. Gover;n0,r .::anfl Chief Executive, and U 

"'; I 
WHEREAS, ·h$ has held th~ , dis,tinction during .h1s tenuJ:'6 of 

. office Q·f beiDgtne you.ngest governor in all ' of the states 
, ~t.,~h~!1nion, : an~;:.~.· ~f '" i, __ . __ , _ 

... 
WHEHEAS, his, S ound, progress~ve and c.onstructl v~ , views: ha,ve 

been of Ine8tlmat~able value to this body1ndetermlning e. 
policy and Ir ogram 'for thIs state; and. ' . " . 

in the adminls-. WHEREAS, " he has evidenoed e. great profiCiency 
, tratlon of ., government# and, 

, ~ . : 
WHEREAS, h1B .'e~y" . tolerance 

reflected ' to the. betterment 
~ ople of -tlrl. I. t~tre~, " 

-, 
and unders'cand1ng have 
e.nd~ genera l welfare:: of the 

, . 
, .. .... - '. •• ': • ,. . '," z" • -

~REAS, beCause of 8'a~d faQt1iJ#, :the Ronit' Harold E. Stassen has , 
, made an Invalu~bl~ per~op.l and lasting contribution to 
, theStateo.f Mlnl)eso1;a aDd to it. people, . .< ' _- • 

. ~. 

NOW THEREFORE., BE IT RF;SOLVED,' by these , presents, . that we the 
me;mbershlp ot tJ+ls Flf'ty\ 'l'hird ',Session (jtthe Leglelatm-'s 
·otthe State ,ot MiD:n~8_ot~, du~y assembled, on behalf. ot. 
the people of this ' li,t~tEt, do hereby express ~~ apprecia­
tion. and,. gratlt'W1e, .to th, Ron. Harold Eo! ~tas8en, Governor 
of' the St:ate of Mlnnesotf ,for the service hf) has. rendered 
to ,the state '0£ ~1.nne8ot" . and , ... , 

.. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, . tha~ ,lie bes't · wi.shes of.,' :the 'people of 
. this ,8tat~:. be ~"'tewlth e~p.r1ded ,tothe. sald .. Hal'oldE. 

. stassen ufpn hlsen:trance into thearmedtorces' of the 
Un1ta~ states. 

" . 
, 

~M-.l-'-""":':';':";:;" Gen.;,rBP~: .. GOVE:R1fOR .• ·i .~--
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LB:RD 4-8-43 CC2 

MEMORANDUM OF ACCEPTANCES 

I 
Henry A. Gardner - lawyer - member of County Comnlittee for North 

Shore towns. 

James D. CUnningham - President of Republic Flow Meters Company. 

Paul S. Russell - Vice President of Harris Trust & Savings Bank. 

Henry Pope, Jr. - Bear Brand Hosiery Company - one of the young 
Republicans who began to take an active part 
in party politics in the 1940 campaign. 

Hobard E. Neff - broker - another 1940 young Republican. Republican 
nominee for alderman in notorious First Ward -
almost elected. 

Roy W. Walhohm - another 1940 young Republican. 

William C. Boyden - partner, Bell, Boyd & Marshall - 1940 young 
Republican - candidate for State Senate -
election probably counted out. 

William Fetridge - Lieutenant, U.S.N.R. - one of the young Republicans. 

John Nuveen, Jr. - investment banker - particularly 
active in efforts to get commission form of 
government for Chicago. 

William L. Keady - President of U. S. Gypsum Company. 

Samuel D. Culbertson - Murine Company - another 1940 Republican. 

Hays MacFarland - advertising - very active organizing Citizens 
Information Committee in the Willkie Campaign. 

Wade Fetzer, Jr. - insurance - leader among the young Republicans. 

Denison B. Hull - architect - candidate for Republican nomination for 
Congress at l as t election - headed Fight for Freedom, 
Inc. 





TO HAROLD E. STASSEN 

An appreciation from the people 

of Minnesota for the outstanding 

leadership of our Governor. 



T H E G o v E 

F RIENDLY, sincere a nd fra nk, H arold Stassen takes little credit 
for Minnesota's fine record in his three terms as Governor. H e 

will point with real pride to the advances the people have made in the 
science of government. H e will congratulate labor on its cooperation 
with management. He thinks the Minnesota farmer is doing the great­
est agricultural job in the country today. The Sta te and the people in 
it a re, on their own initiative, pressing for­
ward to a peaceful and prosperous post-war 
period that will further establish Minne­
sota's leadership a mong the states of the 
nation. H e believes that the consolidated 
effort of the people, working together, has 
accomplished all this. 

That the citizens of Minnesota, from the shady forests of the border 
to the lush, golden farms of the south , do not entirely agree with 
H arold Stassen on this poin t is shown by their confidence in reelecting 
him twice to the State's leading office. The people of the State like 
the fact that there has not been a cessation of effort in any Minnesota 
defense plant since the war began for the United States. They realize 
that H arold Stassen's accomplishments in state government have been 
good for the State as a whole. His planning for the post-war world is 
a line of thought on which he has spoken so solidly and so fearlessly 
that he is nationally known as one of the few whose ideas have the 
stamp of practicality. Minnesotans are proud of H arold Stassen 

because, though the nation's youngest 
• Governor, he was chosen chairman of 

the National Governor's Conference 
and president of the Council of State 
Governments. His Minnesota Agricul­
tural Award, instituted to recognize 
the contribution of the farmer to the 

R N o R T H E MA N 

war effort, has taken its place beside the in­
dustrial E for production a nd provided the 
country with a plan for a national acknow­
ledgement to agriculture. 

Bu t these facts, a nd many others, a re a ll 
in the record. They are listed along with 
the fact that Minnesota's Civilian Defense 

System is a model for other states everywhere, that a t the University 
of Minnesota H arold Stassen was the ranking Cadet Lieutenant­
Colonel in the ROTC, that his whole political philosophy is a deep 
faith in the common sense and judgment of the people. They are 
all a part of H arold Stassen, the public figure . 

Tonight the people of Minnesota, represented by forty-five state­
wide organizations, have gathered to pay a tribute to Harold Stassen, 
the man. Tonight, before his neighbors from 
all over Minnesota, H a rold Stassen is the 
Dakota County fa rm boy who, when he was 
fourteen, ran his father's truck farm for a year 
and a ha lf when his father was sick. Tonight 
he is not "Governor" - he is " H arold ," six­
feet-three of sandy-haired , smiling friend liness, 
a good neighbor, a good son, and a good 
father. \I\'hat the State of Minnesota feels for 
Harold Stassen tonight- the feeling tha t this recognition dinner ex­
presses- is not the adm iration that has been expressed many times 
before, but the affection of hundreds of thousands of Minnesotans 
who for once a re just people, not primarily citizens honoring their 
chief executive. Just people indicating, in a spon taneous state-wide 
effort, that they a re glad to have a man like H arold Stassen for a 
friend. 
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PRociRAM 

* * * * * * * 
Presentation of Colors by the Boy Scouts of America 

National Anthem 

Invocation 
R ev. Lewis F. Foltz, Post Chaplain, 

Captain, Fort Snelling 

Navy Choir 

Toastmaster John S. McGovern 

Dr. W . C. Coffey, President, University of Minnesota 

Presentation to Governor by Jack Robinson, 
President, Minnesota Junior Chamber of Commerce 

Hon. Harold E. Stassen, Governor of Minnesota 

Auld La 19 Syne 

Organ and piano music by Ramona Gerhard and Bee Bailey 



* 

SPONSORING 

ORGANIZATIONS 

* * * * 
Minn . Arrowhead Association 
Minn. Bankers' Association 

* 

Minn. Assn. of Commercial Secretaries 
Minn. Congress of Parents & Teachers 
Minn . County Agents Association 
Minn. Creamery Operators & Man-

agers Assn. 
Minn. Division, Izaak Walton League 
Minnesota Editorial Association 
Minnesota Education Association 
Minn. Employers Association 
Minn . Farm Bureau Federation 
Minn. Federation of Women's Clubs 
Minn. Fraternal Congress 
Minn . Public Health Association 
Minn. Hospital Association 
Minn. Hotel Association 
Minn. Junior Chamber of Commerce 
Minn. League of Building, Savings & 

Loan Assns. 
Minn. Library Association 
Minn . Music Teathers' Association 
Minn. State Automobile Association 
Railroad Brotherhood 
General Alumni Assn . U niversity of 

Minn. 
Minn. State Bar Association 
Minn. State Dental Association 
Farmers Elevator Assn. of Minn. 
Minn. State Grange Association 
American Legion, Dept. of Minn. 
American Legion Auxiliary 
Minn . State M edical Association 
Disabled American Veterans 
Insurance Federation of Minnesota 
Minnesota Safety Council 
Minn . Associated Press Association 
Minn. Baby Chick Cooperative Assn: 
Minn. Egg, Butter & Poultry ASSOCI­

ation 
Minn. Federation of Business and 

Professiona l Women's Clubs 
Minn . State Nurserymen's Association 
Minn. School Board Association 
Minn. State Federation of Labor 
Congress of Industria l Organization 
Minnesota Historical Society 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Auxiliary, Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Minn . League of Women Voters 

* * 

EXECUTIVE 

COMMITTEE 

* * * * 
JACK R OBINSON, Chairman 
President, Minnesota Junior 
Chamber of Commerce 

L EONARD R A M BER C, Secretary 

* 

Past President, Minneapolis Junior 
Association of Commerce 

SANDER GENIS 

State Coordinator, C. I. O. 

O. J . J ERDE 

President, Minnesota Education 
Association 

J . S. J ONES 

Executive Secretary, Farm Bureau 
Federation 

R ALPH KELLER 

Secretary, Minnesota Editorial 
Association 

GEORGE W. LAWSON, 

Secretary, Minnesota F.ederation of 
Labor 

GLEN S. L OCKER, 

State Commander, American L egion 

LAWRENCE O. OLSON 

President, Minnesota Bankers 
Association 

GEORGE PENNOCK 

President, Minneapolis JuniOl' 
Association of Commerce 

MRS. B LANCHE STRANDBERG 

State President, Auxiliary of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 

MRS. GEORGE W. SUGDEN 

President, Minnesota Federation of 
Women 's Clubs 

JUDGE J OHN A. W EEKS 

State President, Disabled American 
Veterans 

* 
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LET'S ALL SIN G 

* * * * * * * 
STAR-SPANGLED BA NER 

Oh, say can you see, by the dawn's early light, 
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming, 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, thro' the perilous fight, 
O 'er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming? 
And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 
Gave proof through the night, that our flag was still there. 
Oh, say does that Star-Spangled Banner yet wave, 
O 'er the land of the free and the home of the brave. 

MINNESOTA, HAIL TO THEE 

Minnesota, hail to thee, 
Hail to thee, our State so dear. 
Thy light shall ever be 
A beacon bright and clear. 
Thy sons and daughters true, 
Will proclaim thee near and far. 
They will guard thy fame 

and adore thy name; 
Thou shalt be their Northern Star. 

Like the stream that bends to sea 
Like the pine that seeks the blue, 
Minnesota, still for thee 
Thy sons a re strong and true. 
From their woods and waters fair; 
From their prairies waking far, 
At thy call they throng 
With their shout and song 
Hailing thee, their Northern Star. 

AMERICA, THE BEAUTIFUL 

o beautiful for spacious skies, 
For amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountain majesties 

Above the fruited plain. 
America! America! 

God shed H is grace on thee 
And crown thy good with brother­

hood 
From sea to shining sea! 

o beautiful for patriot dream 
That sees beyond the years, 
Thine alabaster cities gleam 

Undimmed by human tears; 
America! America! 

God shed His grace on thee 
And crown thy good with brother­

hood 
From sea to shining sea! 

AULD LANG SYNE 

Should auld acquaintance be forgot, 
And never bro' t to mind? 
Should auld acquaintance be forgot, 
And days of auld lang syne? 
For auld lang syne, my dear, 
For auld lang syne; 
We'll tak' a cup 0 ' kindness yet 
For auld lang syne. 

And here's a hand, my trusty frien ' 
And gie's a hand 0' thine; 
We'll tak' a cup 0 ' kindness yet, 
For auld lang syne. 
For auld lang syne, my dear, 
For auld lang syne, 
We'll tak' a cup 0 ' kindness yet 
For auld lang syne. 

3~O 

* 
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.., . 1 . , If t ' . Yonn':j La,,; c , l':Lse . L He 1 as e c cer' n -: cr'" 
l' cll hail ' +,116 r i l'st a 1101' lcC"1C'nt f. ollr race 

For ~ovcrnor of (\ur o;reat XOl"tl star 'a.tle . 

In ;ron t vo or ore races 11 ~:l ('.1 blood, 
Son of a far;l1er and an ('1 Ii ·-rran t • . 

"011/ 'or reared f lOre tl c ct)"ntry (:1'1 t·e to n 
Acljoin to "ive ~ ou rural strenr-;t' and fra!1C 
An 1 ins' "ht into 1 cal ·~ov:ernl1ont . 

A \Jorl aston lcleCl.._ h~ ~ol1r startlin, r; se , 
Ieard of yopr f1anifold eJ..'}1er:ic11ccs , 

Pan clea1er· in a ha~er~ , ,rncc' .. r clp-rl:: , 
Tourist condtictor in vaca t; 0'1 ti.1'1P , 

Correct4_1~ lapers , .-lile on stn'iel HIre 
o accomplisl1 colle e i tho It ot cr lelp . 

A t last an aj I CJ.lt tI bea tened t!l l~ ~l 
"at.ou al earned h~ tl}C incessant strain , 
ut :won ~ on thrnur~ 1 , l-tun~ an the aw er ' s si ,,:n , 

'ere !'Jade county attorle'7' and t en ~overnor . 
Yoni'" ~Jrjiliant ri.se ear arced """on for tl'e natton 

And far 1)e:vollc1 ym r lOne s ta to !"; 1"('a( '(To lr fa e . 

T en came thts 17ar , you took t, 011 conrse 
Conso,ant ~it the erv6r of ~onr vOlth , 
Lai d c1011n our offi ce , j oi.ned the l1a v;V , s raTl YS 

mo elp aClieve a spee • Victory , 
Fo'" our amertca and all its fr ',e'1 s . 

You left be ind a happ, falilu 
In a fine hOI e whicl Ii ':e ?_n en'" e ' R nest 

0 ' erl oo"'s the 1 j R:3issiI rd fay' and nicle . 

ho is to jutl .... e the fis "OT'! 0 "raul' step? 
nletler it lad heen letter to rc ai.n . 

rS ~overnor and bu~ld for lastil) eace , 
Or rrhether the e~erience to 1)0 rr;ai el 

In t le irnnense arena of t le 'H\1" 

~ .ay COrle in ood stead he"l t e di n ; CJ III 1 ed 
And. all tJ 'e el e_ ents nav then be u'ei ~he(l 

;hic joined in tIle confusion or the strife • 

.. estill think t la t Aneri ca I s concern 
S lould be J\.P1erlc'1. , as fir"t so last', 
ot ror a self's reason , blt because 

Each nati.ol1 has its serarate tlestinv , 
-hereor lYe 'la;v not ju<l~e , or clee onrs(' vcs 

Qrdained to be the Masters of tle world . 
, 

Harold , fare" ell . 
And send you safel 

!'a TO at t'enel Ollr wa~ 
to ~our 10 ed' ones hone ! 

obert f . Iuel l er . 
1 pr11 27 , 194~ . 



STATEMENT OF GOVERNOR HAROLD E. STASSEN OF MllfNESOTA ON THE OCCASION 
OF HIS RESIGNATION AS GOVERNOR TO ENTER INTO ACTIVE SERVICE IN THE 
UNITED STATES NAVY, r~E ON APRIL 27, 1943, at 2:30 P. M. in the 
Rotunda of the State Capitol, Saint Paul. 

Lieutenant Governor Ed Thye, I herewith sign and 

present to you, as the duly elected Lieutenant Governor of Minne-

sota, my resignation as Governor of the State. As you know, I leave 

to enter into active service in the United States Navy. 

I therefore place in your hands the executive authority 

over the state as provided in the Constitution. I present to you the 

Governor's flag and the keys to the Governor's Office. You will pre-

side over a great and diversified state of field and of forest, of 

mines and of industries. It is peopled by a splendid people, sons 

and daughters of every nation in the world, loyal citizens by birth 

or adoption of our beloved United States of America. 

I trust you will administer the affairs of the state 

with the basic integrity that is the strength of your character, with 

the forthrightness and directness that the people have recognized in 

you, with confidence in the people, and with faith in God; that you 

will be fair to all, but dominated by none; that you will pursue 

the progressive domestic philosophy that is yours; that you will 

1. 



continue to recognize that Minnesota is not only a part of the United 

States of America, but also a part of the world; that you will be 

unwavering in your basic principles, but tolerant of tho$who dis-

agree with you; that you will use the full resources of the state to 

back up the Stars and Stripes until they are victorious in this war 

and that you will point the road away from isolationism to an advance 

in the science of government to win an enduring peace. 

Mr. Chief Justice, will you administer the Oath of 

Office as Governor. 
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• 
For release morning papers 
Tuesday, April 27, 1943. 

Address of 

main 8?eaker at the recognition dinner sponsored Monday evening, Apr 26, by 48 state-

wide organizations in Ilinnesota, in honor of on the eve of 

his retiremen~ as governor to enter active Cs~e-"c-e~in-t~h-e~N·a·vy-a"S-:-L-:-ieutenant Commander. 

Given in the main ballroom of Coffman llemorlal Union, University of llinnesota, llinneapolifl. 

with 1,000 gu sts attending. 

HEADLINES AND HISTORY, 1907-1943 

If u had been living in the city of Saint Paul during the spring of 1907 

you would. in all probability, have gone to your door on Saturday, the thirteenth of 

April, to PiCJ up your customary newspaper. It had been a hard and trying spring. On 

that very d~y fo~ example, you would have read that the Northwest once more had been 

caught by a belated winter. "This community," 80 it stated, "has been grumbling on the 

weather the plst week or so," as if grumbling on Minnesota weather was a news-worthy 

subject, 

sun was 

even in 1907. 

OnjhiS particular Saturday a coldish north wind was blowing, even t hough the 

shin g bright. All day long the temperature hovered between 22 and 36 degrees . 

You I would have taken your paper inside, and most of you under a gas light, 

would have tu~ed its pages to scan the news~ 

Now the remarkable thing is that you would not have found one word about the 

birth of our guest of honor of this evening! He had been born that day, and not a line 

of type recorded the fact~ Both the Pioneer Press and the Di spatch ove~looked completely 

that a new and vigorous personage had arrived1 

As a matter of fact, it was not until a llhole week had passed that the Governor 

first made the press. You~ll find the historic item on Vonday, April 22, recorded in the 

birth statistics column ot the Dispatch: "Urs . W. Stasen, boy." No name, no mention 

that the baby had a suggestion of reddish hair, not even the customary "mother and baby 
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are both doing well"-much less any reference as to how t he father was doing. And worst 

ot all, the name Stassen was mis-spelled, with only one "e." Thus, in complete anonymity 

our triend and associate first appeared in print .. 

My r1eference to newspa.pers in what I have just said was not intended only as a 

means of light introduction, nor was it merely a matter of chanceo Rather, it was 

deliberately calculated, for I am of the conviction that the lives of men cannot be 

dissociated from the times in which they live~ It, therefore, seems to me appropriate 

that I should, in attempting to make certain observations that are p~rtinent to this 

occasion, 100J briefly, if sketchily, at the _orld into which Harold Stassen was born 

just thirty-six years ago this month. And if we can follow some of the changes that have 

taken place iD that world during three and a half decades, we shall be -in a better position 

to understand land interpret some of the problems that confront us today. 

We can perceive at least a fragment ot that world if we tUln back to the pages 
I 

ot our local new~papeFsof the _periodo In many respects it isa world in which we shall 

teel quite at 1home. To begin -with the LegiSlature was in session when Harold Stassen was 

bom. On the 'previous day, a major item of contention had been a bill (how strange it 

seems to 100k 1back upon) providing a penalty for inducing a mother not to nur~e her child~-­
a bill, said the Senator trom Hennepin that made him blush. I do not know what the issues 

were, or why so much blushing had been engendered, but there it was. Let me say only 

that the Dispatch of April 13, 1907 adds that the bill was recommended to pass . 

The lLegiSlature of that session was concerned with liquor problems, too, and if 

Harold StassJ i s father, to take hi'S mind off other responsibilities newly acquired, had 

glanced at his newspaper, he would have learned that there were "sk1nnishesn on a bill 

to prohibit the transfer of licenses, and to provide that they should be issued only to 

men of good moral character. He would, likewise, have read that on the day before his 

baby was born, the House had passed a bill to extend the primary system to all state offices 

One other item sugg~sts the relative simplicity of the World of April, 1907. 

The Legislature was fretting about automobiles, and on the day we are especially considerin~ 

it heard a report from a special committee on automobile registrationo This is the way the 
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Pioneer Press summarized it: "Automobiles must not pass teams, animals, or persons on 

foot at a greater rate of speed than eight miles an hour. The speed must be reduced at 

crossings, while passing churches during the usual hours of wor!hip, or while passing 

schools at school hours. A maximum speed of eighteen miles an hour is provided ••• •• 

Chauffers atter running over people must stop and give their number.'1 

Yea, we would have felt at home, even in the aditorial column, for on this 

same Saturday evening we can read in the Dispatch that the ~ture was slow, with 

"more lung power than brain power" and characterized by a nhairbrained desire to reform 

as much of the universe as can be brought under controlo" 

But the aging pages pf those newspapers reveal other interests, too . Harry Thaw 

had killed Stanford White, and the jury that tried him had been unable to reach a decidon. 

Archbishop Ireland had not received the cardinalship it was thought the Pope should have 

bestowed upon him. The Metropolitan Opera was coming to Saint Paul t he following week 

with Caruso and Emma Eames. The cultural life was flourishing: Creatore an~ hi~ band 

were to give a concert, Rose Caughlan was lifting Saint Paul eyebrows with her prospective 

performance of Bernard Shaw's controversial "Mrs. Warrenqs Profession," and there was 

vaudeville at every theater . 

Incidentally, fresh-laid eggs were 17i cents a dozen, Palmer House coffee was 

advertised at 25~ a pound" creamery butter (fancy) at 33f, and extra fine shoulder of 

roast lamb at 10. a poundo Hamburger, one reads, could be had three pounds for a quarter! 

A Roosevelt was president, and of him on Harold Stassen I a day of birth, the 

Dispatch reported, "President Roosevelt's hope that the southern democrats may force his 

renomination for a third ter.m received a jolt yesterday ••• " Somehow, that, too, has a 

familiar ring! 

There was a larger world, but it did not 5nt rude oppressively. Even in 1907 

horizons were limited. The Standard Oil Company, it was reported in the Pioneer ~, 

had been founq guilty by Judge Kenesa~ Y. Landis of receiving railroad rebates, and faced 

a fine of $29)260,000---80 sum that in those days must have seemed like the national debt. 
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The e were but two or three straws in the wind, that get i n our eye as we glance 

backward. A emous English editor, W.T. Stead, was in this country crusading for the 

cauae of international peace, and his fervor had aroused stampede enthusiasm at a meeting 

in Pittsburgh Ion the day Harold Stassen was born. A minor item called attention to 

starving milJons in China who needed America's help; and the Kaiser» it was said, had 

travelled to qenmark to confer with the Czar of Russia. 

But relatively little of the news of 1907 was of a disturbing nature, Surely, 

had Mr. W. StJssen pondered over his newspaper on that eventful April day, he would not 

have discover1d much of anything to suggest to him that the crying infant in the next 

room was yearJ later to be plunged into the midst of momentous problems. Perhaps Mr, 

Stassen, fath r, could see disturbing trends that would later involve his most recent 

heir, but mor1likelY he turned to the ma.rketing col umn and contemplated wholesale prices . 

Or he may have chuckled with the editorial note in the ~§patch, which read: nVale 

[that is to 8a7,Goodby~ women~a suffrage. The senate completed the slaughter Friday, 

and the agony is over." 

The ears of Harold Stassents L~fancy were, taking the nation as a whole, calm 

and unruffled. Europe existed, but it was a long way off. The Orient was, for most people, 

as remote as dream. No radios were undermining national frontiersj no moving pictures 

brought to ma~s audiences some concepti on of a distant world; no airplanes .. ere shrinking 

the map and b lding a new geography. There were enough machines and mechanical devices 

to provide fo a comfortable life, but not so many as to complicate the daily round of 

existence. 

But knrancy gradually changed into childhood. And then the child became the 

young man. Those were momentous years, ~he happenings of which cannot be traced here, nor 

need they be'for in the minds of us all they remain as vivid memories. The gentility and 

complacency 0 life so characteristic of the first years of the century were transfored 

by the chaos f war. The war nas fought, and won . The world, we dreamed, had been made 

safe for democracy. And yet, somehow, the great Democracy--our United States--failed to 

grasp the simple truth: that a. new kind of world had come into being; a world in which new 
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concepts of t e, and space were to dominate, and in which a new order of international 

relations mus prevail if peace were to endure . The old order had passed, yet we as a 

nation resist It ia one of the t ragedies of history that the fundamental 

truths embodi~d in the League of Nations idea became merely a noble experiment rather 

than a glorio s reality. For that failure, we see now, meant that the conflicts and 

struggles of 914-1918 were inescapably to be repeated at a later date. 

The year 1923, it seems to me as I look back upon it, might aptly be termed 

-the year of ruetration." Yes, the war had been won, but already the flowers of vlctor.y 

were wilting. Ken still refused to face the changes that were transpiring around them. 

It is, in ret~spect, difficult to understand why this was so. The r ecord or what was 

happening is ear, as we can see by turning once again to the newspapers men were reading4 

In he fall of 1923 rAdio owners were being queried by the lUnneapolis Journal 

.e to whether they preferred crystal or tube setsj and the headlines could say, "Radio 

Features for oming Week Range from Jazz Piano Tilt to Business Talk. " There were 

editorials on collecting income taxes from bootleggers. The automobile b1 now had really 

become a' probllem: "Three Killed in One Day. " The K u Klux Klan was spreading terror and 
I 

prejudice, an the American Bank~rs Association, at its annual convention in Atlantic City, 

was hearing f its president that "socialism, communism, anarchism, syndicalism and 

In-ism are t reatening the foundations of our government~" 

The e were other signs of change: Jackie Coogan was at t~e peak of his movie 

advertised at Powers' Market for 36~ a dozen, creamery butter 

was 48# a p0:1d, and a blue ribbon cut of porterhouse steak cost 45# . 

The outer world, too, was intruding. The Minnesota congreSSional delegation, 

moved no doubt by the severe agricultural depression in the Northwest, was beseeching the 

president, C~v1n Coolidge now, to increase the tariff on wheat, and Mr. Wallace was 

proposing a ~eat Export Commission. On the Sunday before Harold Stassen started college, 

there were in all the local papers, the first pictures of the earthquake in Japan. And in 

Bulgaria, revolt was flaring, Sofia was under siege and communist posters were urging the 

people to arise and proclaim a general strike. (Labor on the home front, too, was 
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attl'acting attention. On this same day, Samuel Gompers passed through the Twin Cities, 

and stopped long enough to voice his opposition to the formation of a national third party, 
I 

with labor at ts core.) 

Clas~es began for Harold Stassen at the University of Minnesota on Wednesday, 

September 26, 19230 It was unquestionably a momentous day for him. It was a momentous 

day tor all of uSo This point requires elaboration, 

On SUnday, the twenty-third of September, the world was startled with the news 

that collapse rin Germany was imminent. The struggle in the Ruhr was over--a passive 

resistance thjt had cost a hundred billion dollars and was bringing the German republic 

to the brink Of chaos. "Chancellor Streseman and his Aids," said the headlines, "Yield 

to Allies to save Countr.y from Economic Disaster a~nd Revolution," On Monday, and Tuesday, 

additional ne~ of impending collapse in Germany was spread in the columns of our papers. 

Editorially, too, there were hints that all was not well in E.;urope or at home. Said the 

lU.nneapolis Journal: "Throughout Europe it if! the twilight ot the emperors, but the da1ll'l 

ot the dictators . The war to make the world safe tor democracy does not on its conclusion 

find that demobracy, made safe, spreads." 

If Thursday morning, September 27, as Harold Stassen came to the campus to 

attend the frerhman convocation, he had stopped to b~y a newspaper, this is what he would 

have read: nD ctator Named for All Germany-Gesslar Given Wide Powers to Prevent Civil War 

in Reich-Whole Nation Virtually Placed Under Kartial L3.w as Result of Bavaria Plotting." 

And then, notice this, "Hitler, Fascist Chief, Plans Karch on Berlin. " As he read on, 
. , 

the freshman would have learned how the li ttle-knom Bavarian leader had called upon all 

of the fascist!l to join his "storm sections." "Hitler," said the press, nalso summoned 

his horsemen ahd automobile owners to stand ready for duty, presumably for a coup , " 

Strige indeed, that the career of Adolph Hitler should have reached the public 

attention on t e very day that Harold Stassen started his career as a student at the state 

University of innesota. 

If Harold Stassen di1 read of these upsurgings and rebellions, he must have 

pondered deeply at the words of Lotus Delta Coftman who spoke that morning to the incoming 
class. 
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"In these parlpus times,n said President Coffman, "with the world rent with discord and 

dissension, and with thousands of panaceas and intellectual nostrums being laid upon the 

doorstep of inptitutions of higher learning, as well as advocated for society, it is all 

the more important that universities rediscover and re-emphasize their true function-­

truth-seeking d truth-impartation. In this truth-seeking, (President Coffman continued) 

the university period should be regarded as an integral part of life, the part in which 

the habits, strndards of judgment, and attitudes of mind shall be so developed in truth­

seeking that stUdents shall remain truth-seekers for life." 

On the iollowing day the world learned, and I quote the Journal, that "a hundred 

attempts by Herr Hitlerts iascisti to assemble in the specified beer halls of Munich were 

broken up by t e police." 

e following day one also learned that three members of the United States 

senate, who har spent a summer in Europe, had returned to the country, declaring that 

while they had originally supported the covenant of the League of Nations, their trip 

abroad had b~rght them to a point where they had much less enthusiasm for it. America, 

it was imPlie

J
, might be better off to let the rest of the world alone. 

This was the changed world, then, in which Harold Stassen began his academic 

career. I sh 1 not review the accomplishments of the four years in college, for you know 

that story we But one thing I have done. The other day I went to the office where our 

stUdent recor s are kept, and drew forth the folder labelled Harold Stassen. I was curious 

to know what jourses a boy would choose who had entered the University of Minnesota at a 

time when international stability was starting to crumble. Perhaps you are curious, too, 

and while we do not ordinarily divulge publicly the records of a student, under present 

circumstances I do not feel I violate any confidences. These are the subjects Harold 

Stassen took-- ark them well: Rhetoric, Public Speakill:g, Argument and Debate, Spanish, 

English, Int duction to Political SCience, American Government, Administrative Law, 

Municipal Gov rnment, Financial Systems, International Organization, World Politics . And, 

of course, Ph sical Education, and ROTC, basic and advanced. The grades I won't ten you, 

beyond saying that they were good ones, and, with me you will not be surprised that in 
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Argument and Drbate, Financial Systems, and Administrative Law, the record was one of 

straight A's. (There were many other AIs, too.) 

Theel courses were, to be sure, in preparation for further study in Law; but 

.they were more than that, for as time has shown, they were preparation for understanding 

the world in WkCh we are living, and the kinds of problems that world is now thrusting 

upon us. And be study of books, it is well to point out, was being supplemented by 

contact with tfe work-a-day world through jobs that brought to the young student a 

practical unde[tanding of how men and women eam a livingo 

Thre days before Harold Stassen received his bachelor of arts degree, Lindbergh 

returned home triumph, and Chamberlin and Levine landed in Berlin in their non-stop 

flight from Her York. Lindbergh was not the first man to fly the AtlantiC, but his 

achievement drrmatized the new possibilities that lay ahead in trans-oceanic communication. 

It should havel been a symbol of new things to come, of old barriers removed, of new bonds 

drawing the n, ions of the world together. But it was primarily to a feat of personal 

courage and ing that the CO'l.mtry responded with unbounded admiration . It worshipped 

a new hero, r her than searched for the true significance of his heroism. This is not 

surprising, fo it was in all things an era of enthusiasm and expansiven~s8 . "Crop 

Prospects Soa in the North West," headlined the Tribune~ United States Steel was 

the market had a "tone of confidence." Calvin Coolidge, leaving Washington 

for a vacatl0 in the Black Hills, urged "constructive thrift." A Hew York brokerage firm 

rewarded a fo er messenger boy with a $220,000 seat on the New York stock exchange. 

Creamery buttI was selling at 451, and a pound of sirloin cost 40,9 

even advertis ! The olouds on the horizon disturbed no one 9 

Hamburger was not 

Butjthere were clouds. Inside Russia there were deep-down murmurings that were 

to be reflect d in purges. Harold Stassen received his degree on Monday, June 13, 1927. 

On that same ay one read: "The Soviets Executed 28 More in New Terror." And the Soviet 

War Minister ~ublicly charged that England had. 80 stirred feelings against Russia that a 

class war loamed9 The newspapers, . too, were telling of attacks by one Colonel William 

ll1tchell on what he termed Navy conservati81ll in the failure to see that the airplane 
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strategy of naval warf are and the importance ot the battleship. 

Y will find the full n~ne, Harold Edward Sta~sen, in the printed list ot 

graduates. at, at least, was better than the announcement of his birthl Yet perusal 

ers ot the day suggests that although the commencement address, on the 

IUbject ot " lersonal Honor,· waa delivered by a distinguished educator, what he had to 

sa7 probably JDade little impression upon the volatUe throngs who were cheering nthe 

lone eagle." "Personal honor," said Dr. Suzzallo, nis a trait most necessary to the 

satetyand co tinuation of democratic SOCiety." The world should have listened, and 

heeded; but t e world was too eXCited, too enmeshed in its own superlatives, too pre­

occupied with other val.ues. It went on cheering Li..-,dberg}1; it did not take to heart 

even what he ad had to say. "1 f eel," warned Lindbergh, "that America would do well 

to study eam stly the present high .tate ot Europeen aviation." The country was in 

no mood tor mings, in no mood to r egard thtl sigr~s t hat were pointing to troubles 

ahead. Wrote the editor ot t he I!.ibUl),!, "The opening cf the 45th se8sion ot the 

League ot Hat ons Council, which occurred this week at Geneva, found the world unexcited." 

Unexci ted ind edt The whirlwind was already gathering momentum! ~ 
-l.-

was the world into which the 1200 graduates of the June clas8 ot -

were to enter 

Ha ld Stassen returned to the University to stud7 law. When he completed that 

training in l ' 29, Herb~ Hoover was president of the United States. It had just been 

announced thj Rams~acDonaJ.d would visit Washingt.on in the interest of armament 

reduction. tact, the newepaper3 that told that Harold Stassen had received his law 

degree, also reported that the Prime H1nister and t he new United States Ambassador to the 

Court ot Sto Ules, )lr. Charles Dawes, had that dq met in Scotland. The intimations are, 

the success 

, that "the United States and Great Britain are near agreement on a naval 

am in which other naval powers are expected to cooperate and upon which 

consuumation of the peace ot the world must depend." 

It was only the voice ot the president of the University, speaking to the 
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graduate., th t gave hint tha.t not all was & 8 perr~ot irlth the world as might be, "One 

has only to ·l ok about him," sai d Presi dent Cotfman,"to realize that in this new world 

there i. a c fiiet ot great intensity and vast proportions. It is the confiict between 

treedom, init ative and independence on the one hand, and direction, submission, and 

other. It is the conflict between the individual and the organization, 

8 a dilemma as old as the human ra.ce, but raised noll' to a U!'11i tude and 

power ne~er bftore witnessed by men . What the future holds is largely a queetion of 

the attitude f mind." 

Thoae were prophetic words, as time was to prove. I should like to think the 

10UDg law gra~te remembered thm; but from what I know ot the extent to which coumence­

aent addresses usually are remembered, I douM. that he did. However, the spirit that 

aniIIated the truth that President Cottman spoke was conta.gious; that may have left its 

impression. At least the career ot the man we are honor ing tonight has pro~ressed in the 

trad1ti~ ot that spirit. 

Ot hat career little needs to be said, for i t ia recent history. I would 

merely recall that the world in which that career was being fashi oned, was becoming 

week by week rre confused, unsettled and dist.urbed. .As the citizens of this Itate went 

to the polls November of 1938, to elect Harold Stassen governor, events were happening 

olanhere tha~ chilled men I. soul.. "Nazi. Storm Palace of lIun1clt Cardinol" wailed the 

headline.s. -jaBi Kobs Fire S;pnagogues, Loot J ewish Stores." "The democracies," shouted 

Hitler who wa now in power, ~are not to be tl~sted." "I speak," he continued, "as a 

peace-loving an, and I have decided to give the Reich a detenae force that will be 

conducive to peace being kept." The votere of Uinnasota at the ballot box exemplified 

the best traditions of democracy, unmoved by the threats that were being shouted from 

over the .eas. 

But not even the ti ct that the Quintuplets were to be seen in a tilm at a Saint 

Paul movie hoJae on that election day could completely distract attention of the serious 

reader of the daily press tnRl the tensions the world was engendering. "Japanese Blast 

Deeper Into China." ·Paris Shooting Rouaes Germany." "Spanish Loyalists Repulse 
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InlUrgentl. " "Ford Fights BLRB. · These headlines W'(;re on the 88m page. that told ot 

Harold Sta.sen'. victoI'7. 

An no., in 1943, the Govemor becomes the Lieutenant Commander, and lays down 

the cares an responsibilities ot the highest ottice in this state. On the condition ot 

the world, a he steps trom. ottice, I need not comment, tor all of you have tollowed 

JOur newspapers these recEnt months, absorbing trom day to dcV the tragic history that 

they portrqo 

It oes seea to me that this ator,y ot the past that I have been recalling, 

linked a8 it rae at ever.y stage with the life ot our guest, contains significances that 

should not be overlooked. There is a lesson to be leam.d, and which must be learned 

it we are not to repeat again the mistakes and the follies ot the pa$t three decades. 

Truly, al Pre idmt Cottman k.old Harold Stassen 's graduating class, "What the future 

holds 11 larg '1 a question of the attitude of mind." When Harold Stassen was bom, the 

airplane was t a toy. Mlen Harold Stassen graduated, the nation went wild because 

one man had flm alone across the deep eJCpmlse ot the Atlantico As Harold Stassen 

leaves his hi ottice, 500 trans-oceanic transport nights a week are routine occurrences . 

The world int which Harold Stassen was bom is gon0 forever. So also is the world ot 

the year be Iduated from the University. Do we, in our attitudes ot mind, comprehend 

thi. fully? we, in thought and action, strive to adapt ourselves to the multitudinous 

and all-perva ive changes that have taken place? Or do we blindly resist? Who can doubt 

how tundament~ those changes are when he surveY8, even as brieny a8 I have done this 

evening, what has been happening since the ear ly years ot the century? Yet the danger 

is that the :l:dS of men--thoae attitudes which President Cotfman stressed--have not 

undergone a p,rallel adaptation and adjustment . The problems of 1943 cannot be resolved 

successfullY' ~ minds steeped in the attitudes of 1907 any more than 1907 automobiles 

can meet the utomotive transportation requirements of 1943. Unless men as individuals 

are sensi ti ve and alert to the transformations that have created the new environment in 

which they live, they will fail Ul their attempts to live successfully. Unless groups 
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ot men, groups we call nations, likewiae recognize that new conditions 

necessitate n ways ot cooperation, we shall be doomed to endless years ot bitter struggle 

and chaos. I tions todq can be great only as their collective attitudes are tolerant, 

only as their outlook is inclusive, and only aa they are characterized by cooperative-

mindedness. t DS tailure to recognize and act on these simple, but now fundamental, 

premises that led to the failures atter the last world war. It is the possibility that 

once more we all tail to accept these simple truths that tills my heart with dread 

today. To un erlltand the meaning and the significance ot the changes in the world in 

which we have lived, i8 to my mind the paramount obligation of the modem citizen, The 

kq to .ucces t'ul. living in the future is a thorough understanding of the past out of 

I believe this ~ be achieved in some measure by a device as 

simple as I h ve employed this evening, whereby the life ot one man has been set against 

the panorama t history, and studied in terms ot the impact ot history upon that lite. 

Iba I am saying, stated in another way, is that our social salvation, 

individually and collectively, in the last analysis is dependent upon the possession ot 

a sound histor Cal perspective. It is not heresy to suggest that those Who now talk 

glibly about post-war planning should, as basic preparation tor the tasks they are setting 

themselves, btcome thoroughly grounded in lite as it has been lived. It is not enough 

to cry, -The past is dead; long live ~le present,· much less, "Long live the tuture." 

Flexibility o} mind comes not with throwing oft the shackles of the past; paradoxically, 

it is acquire~ by & mastery ot the past. Only in this way can the indispensable per­

spective be achieved in terms of which sound plans tor the tuture are to be laid. History 

does not repeat itselt, but its les80ns have application in meeting what lies· ahead , 

These observations are not irrelevant to our purposes this evening, tor it has 

always seemed to me that among the qualities that characterize the man we are honoring 

ar.the unders anding and the sensitivity of mind that prevail because he possesses a 

perspective that enables him to see the problems ot tod&y in the light ot the past, 

and hence in the light ot the probable tuture. He poasesses what might be termed an 
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1aag1native insight into our course of histor;yo 

Stated. in the most general of tenDs, two great problems face this countr,r, 

and the world. On our ability to cope with them successfully depends the future hope of 

this Dation, rd of all Dation •• 

Fir~t, is the problem within our country of reconciling the tendency toward 

centralization of control over human life with the traditional freedom that d_ocraq 

assu.mes for the individual. A thousand examples in the governmental sphere alone will 

suggest th.skves to your minds. HOlT, we ask, can we remain free men when the logic of 

regulation prjs.es with irresistible compulsion toward further and further regulation? 

The proverbi
ll 

island on which the inhabitants made a living by taking in each otherls 

washinge ha. r modem equivalent in the danger we face that half of our people will 

ultimately bel engaged in policing the regulations that are imposed upon the conduct of 

the other half of us. 

The second problem is merely a counterpart of the first on an intemational 

scaleo How i~ the world to reconcile the incompatibilities inherent in the two ideologies 

now struggling tor domination? How can the kind of a world free men want be achieved 

when half of ~he world il not free? · 

I mlrelY raise the questions, and I shall not attempt. to answer them. But I 

would ~ggest l that the answers are dependent upon two things--and this brings me to the 

moral and conbIusion of all that I have been saying. 

Two I things are indispensable it we are to surmount the difficulties now con­

fronting us. I First, ther~ must be knowledge, there must be facts, there must be under­

standing, there must be comprehension of the nature of the problems. If you but know the 

truth, the tlth shall make you tree. There is no substitute for knowledge of the tNth. 

Forever, it st be the blood and breath of f reedom itself. As! go from my office each 

I d&7, I like to look up and read the inspiring inscription cut in the stone facade of 

Northrop Memorial Auditorium: 
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The University ot MiDnesota 

, ded in the Faith that Men are Ennobled by Understanding 

Decl1cated to the Advancement ot Learning and the Search tor ~ruth 

Devoted to the Instruction ot Youth and the Weltare ot the State. 

We should be proud those words are on a building ot the state university of Minnesota-­

JOur university. But in a symbol1cal sense they are found on ever-y college and university 

building in JiS country, for it is upon the achievements and accomplishments of education 

trom the kind~rgarten to the university, that we must ultimately rest our hope for attain­

ing a better ~ld. "I think," wrote Thomaa Jeffer.on, "b,y far the moat :Important bill 

in our whole rOde is that tor the ditfusion of knowledge among the people. No other 

sure toundati~ can be devised for the preservation of freedom and happiness." It is not 

without significance that the schools, and especially the colleges and universities, are 

among the tirst institutions destroyed by the dictator countries in the course of their 

conquests and subjugationa. Ignorant men, they know, S!!l be enslaved; but education ia 

the eateguard ot freedom. No investment yields a dividend. more precious than that which 

the democrati countries have made in their schools, for freedom!! a priceless dividend. 

Our aecond need is for enlightened leadership, and this is a matter not 

unrelated to he need for continuous support of education. For, trom what sources do 

leaders come orlh? We can personalize the answer to this question. We are talking 

tonight prllm.LrlI of Harold Stassen. His was a fine endo'Wm4mt by birth , but the abilities, 

and the 'potentialities that came to him b7 inheritance required discipline 

and training. In the home, in the church, a part ot that procees was carried torward. 

But. it .... s in the schools of this state that the foundations of knowledge were laid that 

bave made hia distinguished career possible. There is nothing in which a democratic 

people should take more pride and satisfaction than in the fact that tbrough their support 

ot public education theqpality of leadership has been nurtur6d and developed in such a 
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lUll •• Harol We mention him particularly, because we are honoring him this 

evening; but a more significant sense he is but the example, or the symbol, of the 

larger truth fhat upon education and good leadership our future as a nation depend •• 

We do not mor what that future will be; nor can we forf!tell what part Harold Stassen 

will play in tashianing ito From the pages of the past I have quoted newspaper head­

lines that have told of the world as it has been thus far during Harold Stassen IS 

lifetime 0 I now leave it to your iDJaginatlons to write the headlines as they 

are to be fr this time forward. But of this we can be certain-that wherever the 

future may f± Harold Stassen, the imprint of hie personality, hi. training, and his 

experience . wi be felto The University of Minnesota is proud to number him among its 

graduates. e people of Minnesota are proud to regard him as one ot them. We can 
I . 

admire him fOI all that he has accomplished thus far in 11te, and for the decision he 

has now made 0 enter the service of his country in time ot war. And as he enters 

the Navy and eaves the state he has served so well, we can join in saying, Goodluck, 

and Godspeedl l 
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