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April 26, 1943 

The Hon. Harold E. Stassen 
Governor of Minnesota 
State Capitol 
st. Paul 

Dear Governor: 

I enclose a copy of an editorial which I wrote for 
the Minneapolis Daily Times of this date-- your last 
day in office before entering active service in the 
United States Navy. 

I feel that I would like to have you know, Governor 
Stassen, that the sentiment expressed in this editorial 
is not merely something that the publisher desired to 
have printed. It is a reflection of my own personal 
feeling in the matter, a feeling that in fact goes far 
deeper than the published phrases suggest. 

I All of us who have known you and admired your 
conduct in and out of office are proud to have been 
in a position to know you. Their admiration is the 
deeper for that acquaintanceship. I . 
As you go into the Navy, let me express once more my 
own b~st wishes for your fortune-- both in the aImed 
forces and thereafter, I hope, in a higher office that 
will provide opportunity for even greater public service 
than the governorship of Minnesota has been able to offer. 

With deepest sincerity, 

ARNOLD ASLAKSON 



HAROLD E. ST ASSI£N 

Fou~ years ago last January, Harold 
E. Stassen assumed the governorship. 
Then not quite 32 years old, ' he attracted 
some national interest as the country's 
youngdst governor and, altogether, "qujte 

a ;-00d1~Si~/0~;a~s;:ni~aves the state's 
highest office for . active duty in ,the' 
Unitedl States navy. And today he is a 
national fjgur.e, not merely as "quite a 
promisling yotl'Ilg....,znan," but as- a -yOUD ',' 
man Wlith a record of achievement which 

I 

has been marked by imaginatilon and by 
the re90gnition of the fact that the people 
apprec'ate forthrightness instead of the 
doubJe talk and ambiguities which too 
many public officeholders and aspirants 
for public office seem to think is de­
mande~ by their ambitions. 

A.t ,f.he dinnc7' given in his honol" last 
night at Coffman Mcm01"ial union, Mr. 
Stass n ur.qod his audience to be "im­
pa,t icnt with glitter£rng generalities," 
an d fO "brush aside double-meanillg 
eloqu. nee." 

1'11'_ Stassen is entitled to make those 
suppli ations because he. himself, has 
shunn~d them in a manner which elevates 
his sta1ture in the eyes of his fellow Min­
nesotans and Americans. 

To :VIr. Stassen , as gO\"crnor of lVIinne­
sota and as an earnest contender for 
world organization promising a better 
chance for maintenance of peace than the 
cou.rse we have followed to date, the idea 
nnd it honeRt expression has been the 
important thing. 

Th~ t hOllesty of thought and purpose 
f1;nd fX ccution has ch(JJ7'acte1-ized lvl1-. 
Stass n's public lifc. That is what has. 
comm1anded I'es pectjul attention to his 
word, at homc and abl·oad. 

The pity is that such frankness is still 
ra1'e cr ough in public ofuce to make it 
news hen someone like Harold Stassen 
p~ it into daily practice. 

The tassen admhlistration bas been so 
permeated with this policy, however, 
tbat a . he leaves for the navy there is 
reason for confidence in continu.ed good 
ge-vernment for Minnesota. 

MinJ?esota has lost, for the time being, 
an official of whom it is proud. The navy, 
we . ar+. sure, has gained an officer of 
whom it can be equal1y PI1oud. 

• . ~ 
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assen Revelation He'll \ 
.. Resign Is Unpreced~nted II 

h cies of Ramsey and nor as a Republican In 1892. In * * * f 

N I A 
1894 he was renominated. DUR· Ramsey was second governor of ~ 

Dute e son re ING THE CAMPAIGN HE WAS the state, elected in 1859 and re- s 

C d ACCUSED OF GUNNING FOR elected in 1861. The history of c 
. ompare THE SEAT HELD BY SENATOR those times does not, so far as I 

. W . D. WASHBURN. have been able to find, record the 
. By 1\1. W. HALLORAN <In those days United States sen· senaforial aspiration issue was 
Star .rolll'11a~ POlitical Writer t t'll ltd b th t t . 5 j, . •• a ors s I were e ec eye s a e raised against him in the 1861 I 

, C ~ ~~;mplated reSIgnation legislature.> * * * .cainpaign. ~ 
of ~ .Harold E. Stassen to Eff t d b W hb ~ T.'- '.~ , .. ., . or s were rna e y as urn But it became obvious early 
e~ _ . ~lve serVIce 10 ' ,the supporters, who suspected Nelson In his second administration r. 

nN" -':. '.' ". ally calls for a to smoke. him out. that Ramsey hoped to get the ( 
s'ho ·I'ecedents. But the canny Knute out- seat of Senator Henry 1\'1. Rice. n ·'il .. . governors Minnesota foxed 'em. He was 'on pretty Rice was a 'Democrat, 'Ramsey ~ 
.h .. , 84 years of its statehood thIn Ice a time or two--was a Republican, and the state had 
b(§ ~;~jt-May 11, 1858, only two even accused of actual indorse. switched to the Republicans. ~ 
have;, . te~ed - . ment of Washburn at Albert The time to elect Ricc's succes. 
A~e~ 'l' i!lar Ram· Lea. sor did' not arrive until 14 r.onths c sey' . 'Knute 
~s' ' ~qoih to By best reports of his 'speech after ' Ramsey's ' re·election a,s gov· t 
b,eeo . ,:;ttnT'i ted there· were, Nelson had urged elec- erno: in 186? . Meantime, also, the v. 
State ' 'senator,s. ti'on of a RepubI~ legislature 50 electmg I~glslatur.e was chosen in r 

Ne ther; how. ' that. "Wa:sllbu~nror some other the fall of 1862. " ~ 

I good Republican-may be assured * * * 
ever,. did the un· of election to the senate." Ranlsey had a hard fight of It v 
precetlented thing 
Governor ' Stassen .. . * * at tha,t, winning the Republican F. 

J
as tlone, name- Nelson was re·elected governor, cau,cus Indorsement only' after 26 i; 

i " al;mouncing in started his second term Jan, 1 and ballots. HiS' election as senator 
dvance of elec· RESIGNED IN EXACTLY ONE followed as a matter of course. 
ion .I-:i5 ~ntention Ramsey MONTH. He had been elected sen· SQ Stassen has precedent for reo , 
f reJngnmg. ator over Washburn by the legisla· signing, BUT NONE FOR AN· 

* * * turf! m a bitter contest. NOUNCING HIS RESIGNATION I 

In~fact that was one thing they His biographer, Martin Odlund, PLANS IN ADVANCE t ELEC· i 
did ot want' the voters to know agreed today that Nelson un· TION. His friends staun Iy main· , 
and hey went to some pains" par· doubtedly secretly planned to run tain that he is , bejng . rthright I 
tlcul~rly in the case of Nelson, to apinst Washburn, the while he about his plans-that he as taken 
conc~al such intentions. was campaigning for re·election as the people fully into his confidence. 

Neison had been elected gover- governor. . as to his intentions. 

--~--------------------------------------------------------------'1 I 
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Goverllor Stassen 
Departs, 

The four years and four months 
of Harold E. Stassen as governor of 
Minnesota came to a dramatic dose 
on Tuesday, April 27, 1943, w,hen 
he resigned and entered the service 
of his country as lieutenant com­
mander in the navy. At the same 
time 'Ed J , Thye, t~e lieu~enant gov­
ernor, was sworn In as governor. 

Whether in the past individuals 
:have agreed or disagreed with Gov. I 
stassen~' beside the point here. 
Cjtj~ now all join in wishing him ,' 
well in t e arma! forces. 

The writer, as 'a politiciil. opponent 
in the 1940 and 1942 campaigns,' 
naturally is not In accord with him 
on many economic, social and polit­
Ical questions. Though the outlook 
for success was not bright in either ' 
campaign, there must be, in democ- I 
racy, an active minority as well as I 
,the majority; for without that 'the 'I 
same conditions would prevail as In 
the dictator nations-the Ideology , 
that we are now.tlghting.' ,( 

Harold Stassen came to the gover­
nor's office in January ' of 1939 as 
a young man of 31. with the well 
wishes of the great majorIty ot Mln- j 
nesota's people, following the ' de­
plorable mismanagement of state a£- I 
fairs under the Farmer-Labor-Com­
munist administration ' of 1937-38. 
The new leader took hold of the reins 
of government as an ab~e organiter, j 
and was untiring in his efforts and 
ambitions. Restoration of 'order' was , 
appreciated, citizens gener(lUy- gave 
a sigh of telief, and, the governor 
wor~ed steady and aggressively dur­
fug : his more than two tertns in 
office. 

Nbt only is he a hard worker but 
an excellent speaker, ', and requests " 

A or his appearance on speaking ,' en-
gements, far and wide, have been 

. ~ any. ' . , 
, ,,. Mr. Stassen is exceptionally sht ewd 
.)1 I' his age, and it was interesting 
" d ' sometimes amusing to observe 

' is tactics toward some of the old 
guard leaders of the Republican 
party. The governor fully realized 
that while he irritated the old guard­
ers, they were in the same party with 
him with the same sources of sup­
port, fundamentally working for the 
same objectives, and therefore, would 
not part company. . Through ,~ his 
leadershjp and shrewdlless, . and '~Ith 
continu~ big press build-up, he was 
in an enviable position, and cun-j 
ningly took advantage of the situa-
tion. . ' 

During the last few months espe-; 
cially, he gave many addresses out· 
over the country, advocating the 
establishment of ' a world organiza-, 
tion for peace aher the war, askIng 
that steps be taken now with , tha( 
ih view, and emphasizing America's 
opportunity fot ' domlhance in air 
transportation after the war. , 

If Mr. Stassen and the seriator hI 
selected, Joseph H. Ball, with othel 
leaders and the support of the peo· 
pie, can be successful in the accom· 
plishment of peaceful negotiations be­
tween nations . Instead 'of ·the h:i1'bllr.i( 
resorting to arms, along with ' en­
hancing greatly improved standards 
of living for many, even in this coun­
try, creating equality between races, 
and advancing of the Golden Rule, 
while at the same time preventing 
the developmenf and extension of 
Anglo'-American t imperialisin, the& 
'(!.ll have the ever-lasting thanks..!!n 
3ppreclahon of millions. . 

- HJALMAR I>ETERSEN. 
.~ 



u. S. ·A T WAR ... --

Hart Preston 

THE ADMINISTRATION 
High Octane y. Rubber 

Dogged Robert P. Patterson, Under 
Secretary of War, blew the bugle for bat­
tle with this charge: the super-duper, 
overriding priority won by "Bull Bill" 
Jeffers four months ago to bull through 
his rubber program had raised unholy 
hob with the loo-octane gasoline pro­
gram. Training planes have been grounded 
in this country, said Mr. Patterson, thus 
delaying the day when swarms of bombers 
will finally smash the Axis. 

Quickly Petroleum Administrator Har­
old L. Ickes, who had been honing up his 
snickersnee, slashed away, too: the rubber 
program was "a sock in the jaw for the 
10o-octane program, has already cost us 
7,000,000 barrels that are gone forever." 

Preliminary Bout. The answering roar 
of "Bull Bill" could be heard by 130,000,-
000 rubber-conscious Americans, as he in­
tended it should. In a warm-up for Patter­
son, Jeffers ripped a horn into OWl's 
Elmer Davis for gloomily predicting that 
the nation was too optimistic about rub­

MINNESOTA'S GOVERNOR THYE, EX-GOVERNOR STASSEN 

The young man wanted to be with men of his own age. 

/) MINNESOTA 

ber. Jeffers harshly said that Davis didn't 
know what he was talking about, stuck to 
his previous announcement: civilians 

X Stassen's Farewell 
For a fortnight, the husky, serious, 

silo-tall young man who is Minnesota's 
Governor had been working I5 hours a 
day to clean off his desk. In & out of Har­
old Stassen's deep-carpeted office in the 
State Capitol went men on last-minute 
business: legislators, businessmen, labor 
leaders, Republican bigwigs. Harold Stas­
sen listened to all of them, between inter­
ruptions plugged away at humdrum de­
tails. On the fioor above, the Legislature 
dragged to a close. 

As soon as the Legislature adjourned, 
Harold Stassen would be free to keep a 
promise made more than a year ago, be­
fore he was elected to his third term as 
Governor: to go on active naval duty as a 
lieutenant commander. As a Governor, 
and an able one, Harold Stassen easily 
qualified as an essential civilian. As a 
strapping, active man of 36, he felt other­
wise. He had said: "This war will be 
fought by young men of my age, and I 
want to be with them." 

Legislative adjournment was set for 
midnight April 20. Came midnight and 
an apparently hopeless deadlock over 
taxes; the clocks were stopped. At 6 a.m. 
the Governor left for a cat nap at his 
home in South St. Paul. He was back in 
his office at 10; the Legislature was still 
wrangling. 

Wait and Work. For the next two 
days, Harold Stassen followed the same 
routine, working and waiting all day and 
half the night. He signed and vetoed bills, 
suggested a tax compromise to top Sena­
tors and Representatives. Into his office 
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trooped a group of C.I.O. leaders to de- would be purchasing synthetic tires early 
mand a veto of certain labor bills (out- next year. Then he rumbled about Wash­
lawing jurisdictional strikes, calling for ingtonians "sitting around desks and is­
union elections at least every four years). suing orders and grousing about someone 
Harold Stassen looked at the bills, said else taking something away. The difference 
he did not think they would hamper is that we are getting out on the job and 
"good unions." The conference broke up getting it done. The rubber program has 
amicably; said a departing C.I.O. leader: not interfered with a single other pro-
"Sink a few Japs for us, Governor." gram. In fact it has lifted along other 

After three days, the · tax deadlock was programs and has provided additional ca­
broken. The Governor's compromise had pacities by uncovering new sources of sup­
won. Harold Stassen drank a glass of milk ply. The final answer is that the rubber 
in celebration. To the Governor's office program is going ahead." Finally he de­
came tall, husky Lieut. Governor Ed manded an investigation of Patterson's 
Thye (pronounced "thigh"), Harold Stas- statement. -
sen's hand-picked successor. Said Ed "Bull Bill" had already received as­
Thye: "Governor, if you hadn't staked surances from his good friend, Senator 
all your chips on me, I wouldn't be where Guy Gillette of Iowa, that his Agriculture 
I am today, and I want you to know I subcommittee would do the investigating. 
appreciate it." Said Harold Stassen, with Senator Gillette posed some pregnant 
proper modesty: "You did it yourself, Ed." questions: "Is there any truth to charges 

Next day, the Governor took a holiday. that the War Department has built muni-
In the morning the Stassens went for a tions plants which are not in use? Was 
long hike along the Mississippi; at night WPB presented with, or has it passed on 
to Good Friday services at Riverview the high-octane production program which 
Baptist Church. is alleged to be so vital?" 

This week Mrs. Stassen's mother and To answer the last, no investigation is 
sister moved in with the Governor's wife needed. Everyone in Washington knows 
and two children. There was a final testi- that when Jeffers won his super-duper 
monial dinner, a last confab with G.O.P. priority from WPB, last December, the 
leaders. Then Ed Thye took the oath as high-octane program suffered. Just how 
Governor. His platform: continue the much is a military secret. But privately 
Stassen administration. Washington whispers that monthly pro-

Harold Stassen packed his four Navy duction falls thousands of barrels below 
uniforms (one blue, one white, two khaki) requirements. So far, the shortage has not 
and entrained for the Great Lakes Naval interfered wtih overseas operations; the 
Training Station in Chicago. He made no danger is in the long-term outlook. 
promises as to when he would be back. Again, Senator Truman. Hardly 
But the political future of shrewd, ste~adY had Patterson and Ickes finished mortar­
Harold Stassen looked bright, and his firing on Jeffers when the Navy let go a 
action this week in no way dimmed it. orpedo, too. The condensers, valves and 

. TIME, May 3, 1943 



LABOR 
Lewis and The Champ 

To Franklin Roosevelt the hulking form 
of John L. Lewis is like an ominous figure 
in a recurrent bad dream. This week the 
dream and the figure were back again in 
their most nightmarish aspect. With a 
coal strike threatened next weekend, John 
Lewis had once again maneuvered the 
President of the U.S. into a head-to-head 
personal fight. 

For seven weeks John L. and the mine 
operators have presented the nation with 
their usual spring show, war or no war. 
To outsiders the show seemed to follow 
the routine peacetime patterns: offers, 
counter-offers, the appearance (and fail­
ure) of a Government conciliator, the 
transfer of New York negotiations to 
Washington. John Lewis stood fast: he 
wanted to crack the Little Steel wage 
formula with a $2-a-day raise for his men 
and to torpedo WLB (as he had sunk its 
predecessor, the National Defense Media­
tion Board). But what he was really 
after was a showdown with the President. 
John Lewis is not at all afraid of the 
Champ; the Champ, after years of trial 
bouts, is not so keen for the battle. 

Last week John L. took on the Champ 
in a minor, preliminary bout: U.M.W. 
strikers (members of his catch-all Dis­
trict 50) went back to work at Celanese 
Corp.'s big plant in Newark. Carefully 
they proclaimed that they had won a 
"Victory" because the President himself 
had stepped into the fracas, ordered their 
return. But last week, as WLB took over 
his big show, John L. was not at the 
coal hearings: he was ensconced in Man­
hattan's Roosevelt Hotel, holding a watch 
on the White House and ticking off the 
hours until his May 1 deadline. And al­
ready idle were 14,000 overzealous miners 
in Pennsylvania, Kentucky and Alabama. 

The crisis in coal was far more serious 
than a bout between two well-known 
champions. If John L. Lewis' 450,000 
men strike, and are allowed to stay out, 
they will in due course bring the bulk of 
the U.S. war machine to a grinding stop 
by cutting off two-thirds of the nation's 
electric power, stopping most of its rail­
roads and steel mills. And if they win, 
they will spearhead the forces that may 
smash the President's Maginot Line 
against inflation. 

COLORADO 
Statesmanship 

Colorado's Anglo-Irish Governor John 
C. Vivian permitted a bill designating 
Oct. 9 as Leif Ericson Day, in honor of 
the "discovery of North America in 
1,000 A.D.," to become law without his 
signature. Reasons: I) Colorado's Scan­
dinavians would be mad if he vetoed it; 
2) Colorado's Italians would be mad if he 
signed it. 

TIME, May 3, 1943 

u. s. AT WAR --

MINERS' Boss 
He waited at the Roosevelt. 

THE CONGRESS 
Labels 

In the midst of debate in the House last 
week, on a resolution asking an investiga­
tion of an OP A consumer-goods labeling 
program, up rose New York's Ham Fish (R). 

Solemnly he proposed an amendment: 
"That the Republican Party shall here­
after be known as the Liberal-Conserva­
tive-American-Constitutional Party, and 
that the New Deal Party shall henceforth 
be known as the Bureaucratic-Totalitarian­
Radical-Socialist Party." 

Mr. Fish, glaring around him, observed: 
" I want honest labeling of our parties ... 
in 1944," and sat down. This was a big 
order, for although many have tried, no 
one has yet even been able to think of an 
exact label for Mr. Fish. 

-
FOREIGN RELATIONS 

8erti.e Has a Plan 
Tall, dour, diffident Publisher Robert 

Rutherford ("Bertie") McCormick and 
his arch-isolationist, Roosevelt-hating 
Chicago Tribune have been, in the year 
and a half the U.S. has been at war, active 
obstructionists. They have sniped and 
ranted ceaselessly at the President and 
every phase of the war effort, have public­
ly doubted the necessity of rationing, have 
insisted that the U.S. is giving up straw­
berry jam to assure jam for British break­
fasts , that OPA is spying on merchants, 
that England wants empire-as-usual, that 
the European war is not our first concern. 

Always belittling, always knocking, 
Publisher McCormick has never offered a 
plan of his own. Last week, and with his 
tongue bulging his cheek, he offered one. 
In an editorial called "States Across the 
Sea," the Tribune pointed out that the 
U.S. Constitution provides that "new 
states may be admitted by the Congress." 
Then the Colonel said: 

"If the British Commonwealth and the 
nations of Western Europe wish to enjoy 
closer association with us, and if for our 
part we wish similarly to link ourselves 
with them, the way ... is clear. All they 
need to do is adopt written constitutions 
and apply for membership and all we need 
do is accept them. • • • Great Britain 
could come into the union, for example, 
as four States ..•• Canada could consti­
tute another State. Australia, New Zea­
land and the contiguous islands might 
form still another .••• 

"For the people of Britain, particularly, 
statehood would have many advantages. 
American manpower, industry and wealth 
would be instantly and automatically 
available if British territory were threat­
ened with invasion. . . • Britain would 
have to give up its king, but as his con­
stitutional powers are said to be merely 
nominal .•. the change to a republican 
form of government could be made with­
out difficulty. The hand-kissers in this 
country should welcome the closer rela­
tionship if only because it would strength­
en their representation in Congress .... 

"The more advanced states of Western 
Europe that show aptitude for constitu­
tional government might also be included." 

No man alive can tell when the gangling. 
wrangling Colonel is being sincere or just 
peculiar. His editorial meant probably 
1) that he was doing his wanton best to 
discredit all plans for world cooperation, 
2) that he was trying again to offend the 
British. 

The British seemed not so much offend­
ed as amused. Said the London Observer : 
" ... the Colonel's brave new thought is 
far from original. In his play The Apple 
Cart, produced nearly 14 years ago, Ber­
nard Shaw made exactly t.his suggestion. 
The Apple Cart was voted quite good 
comedy." 
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F ro m 5 t P I Union depot, Lt. Comdr. Harold E. Stassen departed for Great Lake/ \':( ~. . . a U Naval Training station. A few hours before, he resigned the governor;;<7::_ 
ship of the state of Minnesota to go into active service. Heading for the gate with him are his son, Glenn. -.J',< .: 
and Mrs. Stassen. 



Stassen to, Resign 
At 2;3~esd~k ~ 
-S:;o:~ Stassen wJr!'" hand h~ 

resignation as governor' over to 
'Lt. Gov. Ed. J. Thye at 2:30 
p. m. Tuesday in the rotunda of 
the State Capi'tol. 

Thye then will be sworn in 
as governor by Chief Justice 
Henry M. Gallagher of the state 
supreme court. .. 

Promptly afterward, the gov· 
ernor will leave the Capitol, go 
to his home, put on his Navy 
uniform and leave the St. Paul 
Union depot on the Burlingto'n 
Zephyr at 4:30 p. m . for the 
Great Lakes Naval Training 
station. 

A farewell dinner for Stassetf 
will be held at 6:30 p. m. ~~ 
at the . University of Minnesota'" 



Carryon for Pea'ce, ~~_ A~~.!7~~~ Theme 
The text of the address of Gov. Stassen, delivered ,'at ' atmosphere of academic free· ning the peace. You are the 

farewell dinner in his honor in Cpfiman Memorial Union dom, a beloved partner .at my custodians of the civil rights 
University of Minnesota, M,ondar·\bight, follows: '. ' side whose contributions words and the future h~p~s ~nd aspir,~· 

You will never know how " ' ., . cannot describe, and residence tions .of the mllhons of men 
. . in a country in which freedom in unifor~. " 

much thIS everung has meant to I and ijberty and opportunity Accordmg to the wisdom, t~ 
me. It has lightened the memo, ~eeply appreciate. I .hould .' have mea n i n g down courage and the perseverance 
ory of many heavy hours. ,It has 11ke to Interpret it a. con "inc. the years. Measured thaj you demonst~at~, the fut~re 

rightened the ' recollection of a ·ing evidence that a public of· these ' advantages, strength of America m the ma~· 
. ficial in a demo'cracy doe. not is worthy of being tenance of our free way" of 

umb~r q,f dar~ days,. '" need ,t t hi j d an obstacle or a handi- life, social, economic and polit' . 
Your joint action as ; officials 0 mor gage I u g. cal, and the future leadershil'l 

of 45 diverse state-wideo~gan. ~ent to any Ipeclal unit in !hat America gives toward, ,R 
. t' f order to lecure Shelr .upport. Just and durable peace will 
Iza Ions - armers and mer- be me sured ' .. ,.' I 
chants _ labor and industry- It means that a servant of a " , • 
men and women-barbers and the people need not straight- Be impatient with gUU .. 
bankers - in presenting this jacket his discretien through ing generalitieli. Bru.h ' asUI. 
plaque, means more than any binding it to any particular double • meaning .1oquenc .. 
-other presentation could mean. group to maintain their confi· know, when I enter Seek resolutely "ictory both 

There have ' been so many deIi~e. Substantially all are into service'-in the Navy, for our arml and for OUr 
times that, I have said "no" to ~g, in perspective, that the just other member of principles, cost what it mill'. 
something that one or more of c01JUnOn good be emphasized. the forces, I will have lest through the sacrifice of 
your respective organizations ~ey are tolerant of mistakes . primary responsibility. our principles ' in learch of 
wanted, or when I have said if they are made in search for be to do my duty to the an .alY victory in the wilr; 
"yes" ,and you wished for a te sound middle ground and if my abllity, toward the we los. the peace. 
"no". Frequently when you , 8.y are told. frankly the a~· of the war. I will no. . -
were contending with each oth- ers and the reasons. , . my views on so. InSist on the, appllcati~n .• ,of 
er, I have taken a course that ".. governmental or the ha;d, practical experiences 
pleased none of you. , vv arns of Pressure problems. Except and prmciples Of. government to 

, When organization. , of cifi. For Special Interests something I have aI. the new and higher plane.of 
zens whom we, respect are cOrt . '.., or written is printed world government. EmphaSize 
testin, with ,each other, publtt This simple. principle is of .my views will not the common stake, the joint jsI.. 
officials experience their most extreme importance in our way That is as it is . to terests,' the ~utual.ac;i,van~, 
difficult days and most trying of government. The right to other men' already ~f all peoples 1D a just pe~ce, J,1l 
hours. There. are times when it orcanize in groups, to freely , This is right and it mcreased world trade and m , ~e 
appears tha~ all organized express views and advance pro. There must be a development of world govern-
,roups have been alienated. gra,ms is one of the ,reat of. purpose in the ment. . ' 
Thus it is that the joining to- strengths of democracy. But it forces. ' .Only thus can we hope to sub-
,ether of all of these s~te-wide can become .a weaknesl! if ef· it i,s , that I , make this ;~~~t~f aprolag~teisnsgfoPreadceeVl'OaUn~~I~ 
org8Jlizationl tonight is of, such forts al,'e , made to advance.J SPe- req",est. The peace that I ' t t · I' t ': ... 
encour.,Ut" significance. , cial interests through pressure this war will take p omacy, In erna lona 1D r1gua 

, . , methods in -disregard of the weI· while the war is being and recurring wars. .. . ". 
Ii .eellli to . me that it hal fare of the people as a whole. Out of the relations to the I humbly appreCiate the ho1\~r 

an Importance far beyolld the May I say to you tonight that Nations during the you .have extended to m~ thiS 
perlollal note. which ;: 1 '1 10 in my judgment the future sue- of our temporary pol. evenIng. May I ask that y'bu 

cess and well-being of the' occupied or liberated t~an~late i~ in~o d~finite C!on· 
people of Minnesota will depend the outlines of the tmu~ng action, m tribute to the 
in large measure upon the de- be made. ~ilhons of men who are n?w 
gree to which each of you live In our armed forces, by striving 
consideration to the common unceasingly to secure a strong, 
good as you proceed upon your fre~ America, an America join-

t own problemS and your own in. ing with other nations in trav· 
!iividual activities. It has been eling together the difficult road 

,my observation In rRent years therefore, that you of peace, progress, and liberty 
: and in the sentiments expreued That you. carryon, for mankind. ' 
tonight that our people will -go people the informa· 

I forward .in Unitl exprelllll,' I need of developing a , level of gov· 
their views on all lubjects in keep pace with the 
the truly American way of life. in aviation, in 

In re.ponle to your tefer- production, and 
ellce to accompU.hmeab ill science. 
Minnelota. permit me to'lml1 
that our accomplilhmentl In 

' Minnelota the.e yearl ha"e 
not been a one man job. T~ey 
ha"e come through the work· 
ing together of an unulual 
number of men and women al 
cUben-. at party leaders. and 
al public offlciall. legillali"e 
and executl"e, local and Itate­
wide. 

In , the daYI 
the ~all1 of 1I01a. 

forn:er. Join in 
a frank and open 

the belt answers 
and method. of 

.n.lol.,... a deflinite org",n. 
of peace-lo"ing na. 

of the world. 

be based upon the 
cOl·.iNinnll!! of basic human 

You have also been kind In W'n ...... "~· .. men are found. 
your reference to overeoming 'U _ __ '_ •• _" not become discour-
obstacles. Let me respond that though your leader. 
I have had the basic advantages !lhi -"ilt,.IIIf~;u'ntllv lags behind you. 
of having a truly great father persistently, fec. 
and mother, a childhood hom, the truth, 
of fundamental ' reli,ious con· your elected 

t vi~tions, a good education in atJ or, in the right 
changing th4i!JIi. 

who are in civilian life 
a first responsibility, 

the backing up of I 

victory in the war, 
also have the responsi· 

to follow through to win-

I 



Stassen Yields 
Reins of State 
To Thye Today 
~c.tzL tf .. .1t., .. )""" 

Ggvernor to Leave For 
Duties as Lieutenant­
Commander in Navy 

Harold E. Stassen who, at the 
age of 31, started a political 
career that has embraced three 
successful elections as governor 
and frequent mention as a presi­
dential possibility, today served 
his last day as governor of Min­
nesota. 

Shortly after turning the reins 
of government over to his chos­
en successor, Ed J. Thye, this 
afternoon, he planned to go to 
his horne in South St. Paul, don 
his military uniform as a lieu­
tenant commander in the United 
States Navy and depart on the 
Burlington Zephyr at 4:30 p. m. 
for the Great Lakes naval train­
ing station. He reports for ac­
tive duty Thursday. 

Earl Haskins, now s:ta:te 
liquor commissioner, who 
served as his personal aide 
and chauffeur when S:tas­
sen entered the Capitol as gov­
ernor for his first term was 
:to be his chauffeur again to 
drive him from the Capitol to 
his home and then immediate­
ly to the :train. 

Chief Justice Henry M. Gal­
lagher of the Minnesota Su­
preme court was to administer 
the oath to the new governor, 
on whom Stassen put all his 
"chips" last Fall, and won. 
S tassen, now 36 years old. still 
is the youngest governor in the 
na '"ion. 

Major Gen , Ellard A. Walsh, 
adjutant general, was to turn 
over to the new governor the 
state's colors at a brief cere­
mony, starting at 2:30 p. m. in 
the rotunda of the State Cap­
itol. 

The Republican State Central 
committee honored the Gover­
nor at a luncheon this noon in 
the Athletic club. The affair also 
was in the nature of a farewell 
to Dr. R. C. Radabaugh of Hast­
ings, who is to resign as com­
mittee chairman and be suc­
ceeded by George C. Jones of 
Minneapolis, vice chairman. 

Radabaugh, who recently was 
named secretary of the Midwest 
Republican State Committee 
Chairmen, is to devote most of 
his time to formulation of a farm 
program to be submitted to the 
next national convention. 



Throng Hails 
Stassen as 
Great ~eaCJer 

Statewide Groups 
Join in Tribute on 
Eve of Resignation 

(Text of Gov. Stassen's Address 
on Page 5. Text of Presidenl 

Cof!tey's address on Page 4. I 
Gov. Stassen, resigning to· 

day from the governorship to I 
become a lieutenant commander 
in the Navy, was lauded Mon-l 
day night as one of Minnesota's 
groatest governor's as more than 
1,000 persons gathered at a din­
ner honoring him in Coffman 
Memorilll Union on the Univer­
sity of Minnesota campus. 

Telling his audience th~t 
"the walls of isolationism 
are gone forever", Gov. Stas­
len voiced a plea that hil 
hearers carryon the fight for 
a lasting peace at the end of 
the war. The g.overnor's plea 
followed a talk by President 
Waller C. Coffey of tbe Uni· 
versity who lauded Stallen al 
pOlselling "an imaginative in­
light into our course of his· 
tory". 

The dinner was sponsored by I 
45 statewide organizations, who 
joined under the leadership of 
the Minnesota Junior Chamber 
of Commerce to stage the affair, ! 
with Jack L. Robinson, president 
of the Junior Chambe~ and gen-I 
eral arrangments chairman, pre­
senting the governor with a 
plaque commemorating his serv­
ice to the state. 

The dining hall was filled 
and more than 2.000 persons 
who sought to purchase tickets 

J Me-
GOTem 0 
master, and an invocation 'Wal 
lpoken by Capt. Lewil F. 
Foll. of Ft. Snelling. 1 

The principal address was l 
given by ~esident Coffey, who 
declared that "among the qual­
ities that characterize the man 
we are ponoring are the under­

,standing and sensitivity of mind 
that prevail because he pos-
sesses a perspective that enables 
him to see the problems of today 
in the light of the past, and 
hence in the light of the prob­
able fature. He possesses what 
might be termed an imaginative 
insight into our course of his­
tory." 

President Coffey, saying that 
"the lives of men cannot be dis­
sociated from the times in which 
they live", reviewed the status 
of the world at four different 
dates, that on which Gov. stas­
sen was borh in 1907; when he 
entered the University of Min­
nesota in 1923; when he was 
giVl II first degree in 1927, 
and when he was eleeted over­
nor in 1938. 

Referring to the files of the 
Pioneer Press and Dispatch, 
President Coffey found that 
GOv. stassen was born on a 
wintery day with the tempera· 
ture ranging from 22 to 36, but 
chided the papers because when 
announcement of his birth was 
made April 22, it chronicled in 
the birth statistics column "Mrs. 
W. Stasen, boy" - the name 
spelled wrong. 

The Legislature then was in 
session, and the papers reported 
as a major item of contention 
"a bill providing a penalty for 
inducing a mother not to nurse 
her child", with the Dispatch 
reporting it recommended to 
pass. Other important measures 
considered, he added, were a 
bill to prohibit transfers of liq­
uor licenses, providing they be 
issued only to men of good mor­
al character, and - extension of 

(Ple .. e Tur~ to , Page 5. Col. 3) 



' Sta~:s~n Honored at Dinner ' 
Contiftued From ',I,e 1 to leave the rest of ' the , world you ,al-lo have the responsibility 

alone. to :follow ,~oulh to winning 
the' primaryaystem to all state 
9ffices, reported passed by the 
Hous~ " ' 

"This was the chan,ed world," 
President Coffey said, "in which 
Harold Stassen beaan hill aca· 
demic career." 

At Gov. Stallen'l .,a&lua· 
tion, Lindbergh had 'utt r .. 
turned to this country after 
hil t~anl-Atlantlc flight, dram· 
'atbing new POllibllltiel in 
trans-ocean communication. 

the peace. You are ,the custo· 
diaDI of the-, civll ri,hts and the 
futUre hopes and aspirations, of 
the millions of men in uniform. 

"According to the wisdom, 
the courage and ' ,the persever· 
ance that you demonstrate, the 
future strength of" America in 
the maintenance of our free way 
of life, IOcial, economic and po­
litical, and the future leadership 

"One other item;" President 
Coffey said, "lIuggests the rela­
tive simplicity ~ of the ,world of 
April, 1907. The Legislature 
was fretting about auto~obiles, 
and on the day we are especially( 
considering it heard a report 
from a special committee on 
automobile ' registration. T his 
is the way the Pioneer Press 
summarized it: 

"It should have be,!m a symbol that Amer:ica gives toward a 
of new things to come," the just and durable 'peaee will be 
speaker said, "of old barriers assured," he ' said. "Be. impa- , 
removed; of new bonds draw- tient with glittering ..generali­
ing the nations together." ties. Brush aside double-mean· 

Instead, he said, it wall mere- in, el&quence. Seek resolutely 
, 'Automobiles mUlt not pass ly a matter for hero worship. victory both for our armll and 

teaml, animals or persons on But clouds were beginriing to for our principles, cost wh~t. it 
fooi at a greater rate of Ipeed, form, he said, with deep mur. may, les~ t~ou'h the sacrifice , 
than eight miles an hour'." muringll in Russia and Col. Wil. of our .prlDcl~lel in search of an 
" " , liam Mitchell berating the Na.vy easy VictOry In the war, we Jose 

. "The problems of 1943 .. :' Pres- for conservation 'in not more th,e peace. 
ldent Coffey declared, cannot freely adopting the airplane. , "Inllst on the application of I 
b~ resolved ~uccessfull~ by The~ in 1938 when the ioy. ~he har?, practical experiencel 
mmds steep~d, m Jhe ~ttl~udes ernor was el~ted, ,. Nazis were Itn£\ , I?rmciples o~ g9verJ)JDent 
of '1907 ,:any more than 1907 stormlng the Munich to the n~W and hig~er plane of 

, autompbiles . the auto- world government. Emphasize 
moUve 
ments of ,1943. 
individuals are sensitive and and revolution' was under,' in a ,Ullt peace, 
alert to the transformations that in Spain. world trade, and in 
have ,created the new environ- .. "The world in which Harold the ,development of world gov· 
ment .in .:which they live" ~ey Stassen was born ill 'gone for- ernment. Only thus can we 
will ,fail in their attempts to ever," President Coffman de- to substitute a last peace 
live successfully. Unless groups clared, ' "So also is the world a road of progress for devi-
of men, especially those groups of the year he was graduated QUS diplomacy, international ,in­
we call nations, recognize that from the university. Do we in trigue, and recurring wars." 
new conditions necessitate new our attitudes of mind, compre- Declaring tHat at times 
ways of cooperation, we shall hend this fully? ' ••• Unlells'lnen various of the 415 organizations 
be doomed 'to, endless years of as individuals are sensitive and sponsoring the dinner had been' 
bitter struggle and chaos." alert to the transformations that at odds on matters he had to 

He added that the Dispatch have created the new environ- decide, often to the satisfaction 

I 
editorial column remarkea the , m~nt i~ ~hich ~hey live, they of neither of the dIsputanta, the 
Legislature was slow with will fall m theIr attempts to governor said the joining to­
"more lung power tha~ brain live successfully ...• NatIons gether of "all these state-wide 
power"" and characterized. by a today ~an be.,reat only as their organizations tonight is of such 
"hair-brained desire to reform collective attitudes are toler~1, encouraging significance". 
as much of the universe as can o?ly as their outlook is incIu· His accomplishments, ,. .. jF.", ... 1'1 
be brought under. c.ontrol". Slve, .and only as th~y. are char· to by other speakers, Gov. stas:. 

Other events he listed as acteflzed by cooperative mind· sen said, "have not Men a one 
chronicled in the ' Dispatch in- ed~ess. . ' man ~ob. The,. have come 
eluded another President Roose- These obseryations are not through the workin, to,ether of 
velt having his hopes of a third irrel~vant to o~r purposes this an unusual number qf men and 
term polted by Southern Demo. evenmg, for It has always women as citizens and as pub­
crats; vaudeville at eve r y see~e~ to me that am~ni. the lic officials, legislative and ex· 
the ate r, and a flourishing quahtles that char~cterlze the ecutive, .loc.al and ,statewide". 
cultural life of music and plays. man we a~e honorlDg are. t~e He paid impressive tribute to 

"But relatively little of the ~dersta.nding and th,: sensltlv· hi. parents in replying to refer­
news :was of a disturbing na- lty of mmd that prevaIl because ences to obstacles he had over­
ture," he said. "The years of he posses~es a perspective that come, 
aaroId Stasien's infancy were enables h~m to s~e the problems "Let me 'respond," he said, 

. . ' of today ill the .11ght of the 1Ml&:W!i111 
taklDg the nation as a whole, and hence the Utllt oJ e 
calIn and 1;Ull'U#led. Europe ex· sible future.'J 
llted, but It was a long way off. 
The Orient was, for most peo- A final plea ~hat hil hearers 
pIe, as remote as a dream. No c:arry on the fIght for a la.t· 
radios were, undermining na- inS' peace at the end of th. 
tional fronti,ers; no moving pic- world war wal ma&le by GOY. 
tures brought to mass Staslen. 
some conception of a Pointing out that while in the 
wO:ld;. no airplanes. armed forces he will no lonaer 
IIhrlp.kmg the map and bUIlding be able to voice his views on 
a new geography." social, economic, governmental 

Following the first World or international problems, the 

wat. Pre.ident Coffey laid, ~~i~~e e:e,:~~;:n,a~~~~i~~~ ~~~ 
the BaUon faUed to gralp the cupied or liberated territo,ries 
truth that a new ' kind of the outline of the peace will be 
world ""al " comins,. into helng. made. 
and he termed the year 1923, "I urge, therefore, that you 
when Gove.1~or, Staslen en· carryon," he said. "That 'you 
tered the Tlftiversi.~y, al "the carryon, giving the people the 
year of frultration • inforlPation of the need of de-

"Yes," he saId, "the war had veloping a new and higher level 
been won, but already the flow· of government to keep pace 
ers ' of victory were wilting. with the ~evelopments in avia· 
Men, still refused to face the tion, in radio, in mass Pfoduc· 
chan,es that were transpiring tion, and in modern science. 
around them." Emphasize that the walls of iso-

The outer world, too, was in- lation are gone forever. Join in 
truding on Minnesota, President search for the best answers of 
Coffey said with Minnesota con- the means and methodll of esta 
,resllmen beseeching lishing a definite organization 
Coolidge 'to increase of the peace-loving nations 
on 
anese must be based upon the 
stories of revolt in Bulgaria cornerstone of basic humlln 

, and , a collapse impendinl( fo~ rights wherever men are found. 
Germany with a "Hitler Fascist You must not become discour· 
'chief" planning a march on aged, even though your leader­
Berlin. ' , ship frequently lags behind :you. 
, Radio had ,become a realitY Follow through persistently, 

I then and autoll were blamed facing facts, spreading the 
I for three deaths in a day. Three truth" either convincing your 
U. S. senators who had favored elected representatives. , or 
the League of Nations returned changinl them. ' 
to the country, President Coffey "You who a~e in civilian life 
found, declarin, that after an lave as ~ fj.rSf ,responsibili~y .. 
enthu~iasm 'f~~ , it" iml!li~1 of cOl,lr$e~ tb~ back~,up of tlle 
Amerrea would be better off drive :for Victory in the war, out 

mll,thl~p, • chJlcUlOOd 
home of fundamental religioUII 
conviction~, a good education in 
an atmosphere of academjc free­
dom, a -beloved partner at my 
side whose contributions word,s 
cannot describe and residence in 
a country, in which freedom and 
liberty and · opportunity have 
real meaning. " Measured alon,­
side these advantagell, nothing 
is worthy :of being called an 
obstacle or. a handi~ap." 
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