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The Hjon. H&I‘Old E. Stassen
Governor of Minnesota
State Capitol

St. Paul

Dear Governor:

I enclose a copy of an editorial which I wrote for
the Minneapolis Daily Times of this date-- your last
day in office before entering active service in the
United States Navy,

I feel that I would like to have you know, Governor
Stassen, that the sentiment expressed in this editorial
is not merely something that the publisher desired to
have printeds It is a reflection of my own personal
feeling in the matter, a feeling that in fact goes far
deeper than the published phrases suggest.

All of us who have known you and admired your
conduct in and out of office are proud to have been
in a position to know you. Their admiration is the
deeper for that acquaintanceshipe.

As you go into the Navy, let me express once more my

own best wishes for your fortune-- both in the armed
forces and thereafter, I hope, in a higher office that
will provide opportunity for even greater public service
than the governorship of Minnesota has been able to offer.

With deepest sincerity,

ARNOLD ASLAKSON



HAROLD E. STASSEN

Four years ago last January, Harold

E. Stassen assumed the governorship. °

Then not quite 32 years old, he attracted
some national interest as the country’s
youngest governor and, altogether, “quite
& promising young man."”

Today Mr. Stassen leaves the state’s

highest office for active duty in the’

United States navy. And today he is a
national figure, not merely as “quite a

promising voung _man,” but as- a young.
man with a record of achievement which
has been marked by imagination and by °

the recognition of the fact that the people
appreciate forthrightness instead of the
double-talk and ambiguities which too
many public officeholders and aspirants
for public office seem to think is de-
manded by their ambitions.

At the dinner given in his honor last
night at Coffman Memorial unton, Mr.
Stassen urged his audience to be “‘im-
patient with glittering generalities,”
and to “Drush aside double-meaning
eloguence.”

Mr. Stassen is entitled to make those

supplications because he, himself, has
shunned them in a manner which elevates
his stature in the eves of his fellow Min-
nesotans and Americans.

To Mr. Stassen, as governor of Minne-
sota and as an carnest contender for
world organization promising a better
chance for maintenance of peace than the
courses we have followed to date, the idea
and its honest expression has been the
important thing.

That honesty of thought and purpose
and cxccution has characterized Mr.
Stassen's public life. That is what has,

commanded respectful attention to his
words, at home and abroad.

The pity is that such frankness is still
rare cnough in public office to make it
news when someone like Harold Stassen
puts it into daily practice.

The Stassen administration has been so
permeated with this policy, however,
that as he leaves for the navy there is
reason for confidence in continued good
government for Minnesota.

Minnesota has lost, for the time being,
an official of whom it is proud. The navy,
we are sure, has gained an officer of
whom it can be equally proud.
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Stassen Revelation He’ll
/' Resign Is Unprecedented

Cases of Ramsey and
Knute Nelson Are
Compared

By M. W. HALLORAN
Star Journal Politieal Writer

Contemplated resignation
of ,G'gin".l_:larold E. Stassen to
nter active service in the
urally calls for a
“precedents.

OfY fhe .25 governors Minnesota
h*g‘ _ "84 years of its statehood
bagignin@ May 11, 1858, only two
have resigned —
Alexanggr Ram.
sey —and—Knute
Nalsdn,-. both to
hecorfie” Uirited
States senators.

Neither, how-
ever, did the un-
precedented thing
Gdvernor Stassen
as done, name-
Jv. announcing in
dvance of elec-
fion his intention
f resigning.

E * *
In fact that was one thing they
did not want the voters to know

Ramsey

and they went to some pains, par-
ticularly In the case of Nelson, to
conceal such intentions.

Nelson had been elected gover-!

nor as a Republican In 1892. In
1894 hé was renominated. DUR-
ING THE CAMPAIGN HE WAS
ACCUSED OF GUNNING FOR
THE SEAT HELD BY SENATOR
W. D. WASHBURN.

(In those days United States sen-
ators still were elected by the state
legislature.)

* * *

Efforts were made by Washburn
supporters, who suspected Nelson
to smoke him out.

But the canny Knute out-
foxed 'em, He was on pretty
thin ice a time or two—was
even accused of actual indorse-
ment of Washburn at Albert
Lea.

By best reports of his speech
there were, Nelson had urged elec-
tion of a Republigan legislature so
that *“Washburn—or some other
good Republican—may be assured

: |of election to the senate.”

* Ll *

Nelson was re-elected governor,
started his second term Jan. 1 and
RESIGNED IN EXACTLY ONE
MONTH. He had been elected sen-
ator over Washburn by the legisla-
ture 1n a bitter contest.

His biographer, Martin Odlund,
agreed today that Nelson un.
doubtedly secretly planned to run
against Washburn, the while he
was campaigning for re-election as
governor.

* % %
Ramsey was second governor of
the state, elected in 1859 and re-
elected in 1861, The history of
those times does not, so far as I
have been able to find, record the
senatorial aspiration issue was
raised against him In the 1861
campaign.

But it hecame obvious early
in his second administration
that Ramsey hoped to get the
seat of Senator Henry M. Rice,
Rice was a Democrat, Ramsey
a Republican, and the state had
switched to the Republicans.

The time to elect Rice's succes-
sor did not arrive until 14 rsonths
after Ramsey’'s re-election as gov-
ernor in 1861. Meantime, also, the
electing legislature was chosen in
the fall of 1862.

* * *

Ramsey had a hard fight of it
at that, winning the Republican
caucus indorsement only after 26
ballots. His election as senator
followed as a matter of course.

So Stassen has precedent for re-
signing, BUT NONE FOR AN-
NOUNCING HIS RESIGNATION
PLANS IN ADVANCE {F ELEC-
TION. His friends staunchly main-
tain that he is bejng jforthright
about his plans—that he $as taken
the people fully into his confidence
as to his intentions.
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Governor Stassen
Departs

The four years and four months
of Harold E. Stassen as governor of
Minnesota came to a dramatic close
on Tuesday, April 27, 1943, when
he resigned and entered the service
of his country as lieutenant com-
mander in the navy. At the same
time Ed J. Thyé, the lieutenant gov-
ernor, was sworn in as governor.

Whether in the past individuals
have agreed or disagreed with Gov.

. ! Stassen js beside the point here.||
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- oo Bt it s a a young man of 31, with the well
8 wishes of the great majority of Min-
i nesota's people, [ollowing the de-

plorable mismanagement of state af-
|, fairs under the Farmer-Labor-Com-
! munist administration of 1937-38.
! The new leader took hold of the reins
b of government as an able organizer,
. and was untiring in his efforts and
~ ambitions. Restoration of order was
appreciated, citizens generally- gave
a sigh of relief, and the governor
worked steady and aggressively dur-
ing his more than two terms in
ofﬂg‘e.
Not only is he a hard worker but
an excellent speaker,’ and requests
or his appearance on speaking en-
gements, far and wide, have been
any. ]
-\ Mr. Stassen is exceptionally shrewd
Jtpr his age, and it was interesting
?1gnd sometimes amusing to observe
is tactics toward some of the old
guard leaders of the Republican
party, The governor fully realized
that while he irritated the old guard-
ers, they were in the same party with

| him with the same sources of sup-
port, fundamentally working for the
same objectives, and therefore, would
not part company. 'Through  his
leadership and shrewdness, and with
continudd big press build-up, he was
in an enviable position, and cun-,
ningly took advantage of the situa-'
tion. -

During the last few months espe-
cially, he gave many addresses out
over the country, advocating the
establishment of a world organiza-
tion for peace alter the war, asking
that steps be taken now with. that
in view, and emphasizing America's
opportunity for dominance in air
transportation after the war.

If Mr, Stassen and the senator he
selected, Joseph H. Ball, with othe:
leaders and the support of the peo:
ple, can be successful in the accom-
plishment of peaceful negotiations be.
tween nations’instead of the barbaric
resorting to arms, along with" en-
hancing greatly improved standards
of living for many, even in this coun-
try, creating equality betwéen races,
and advancing of the Golden Rule,
while at the same time preventing
the development and extension of
Anglo-American imperialism, HES‘

ill have the -las nks
appreciation of millions.

\ ~ HJALMAR PETERSEN.




U.S. AT WAR

THE ADMINISTRATION

High Octane v. Rubber

Dogged Robert P. Patterson, Under
Secretary of War, blew the bugle for bat-
tle with this charge: the super-duper,
overriding priority won by “Bull Bill”
Jeffers four months ago to bull through
his rubber program had raised unholy
hob with the 1o00-octane gasoline pro-
gram. Training planes have been grounded
in this country, said Mr. Patterson, thus
delaying the day when swarms of bombers
will finally smash the Axis.

Quickly Petroleum Administrator Har-
old L. Ickes, who had been honing up his
snickersnee, slashed away, too: the rubber
program was “a sock in the jaw for the
100-octane program, has already cost us
7,000,000 barrels that are gone forever.”

Preliminary Bout. The answering roar
of “Bull Bill” could be heard by 130,000.-
ooo rubber-conscious Americans, as he in-
tended it should. In a warm-up for Patter-
son, Jeffers ripped a horn into OWI's
Elmer Davis for gloomily predicting that

MiINNESOTA'S GOVERNOR THYE, EX-GOVERNOR STASSEN
The young man wanted to be with men of his own age.

MINNESOTA

Stassen's Farewell

For a fortnight, the husky, serious,
silo-tall voung man who 15 Minnesota’s
Governor had been working 15 hours a
day to clean off his desk. In & out of Har-
old Stassen’s deep-carpeted office in the
State Capitol went men on last-minute
business: legislators, businessmen, labor
leaders, Republican bigwigs. Harold Stas-
sen listened to all of them, between inter-
ruptions plugged away at humdrum de-
tails. On the floor above, the Legislature
dragged to a close.

As soon as the Legislature adjourned,
Harold Stassen would be free to keep a
promise made more than a year ago, be-
fore he was elected to his third term as
Governor: to go on active naval duty as a
lieutenant commander. As a Governor,
and an able one, Harold Stassen easily
qualified as an essential civilian. As a
strapping, active man of 36, he felt other-
wise. He had said: “This war will be
fought by young men of my age, and I
want to be with them.”

Legislative adjournment was set for
midnight April 20. Came midnight and
an apparently hopeless deadlock over
taxes; the clocks were stopped. At 6 a.m.
the Governor left for a cat nap at his
home in South St. Paul. He was back in
his office at 10; the Legislature was still
wrangling.

Wait and Work. For the next two
days., Harold Stassen followed the same
routine, working and waiting all day and
half the night. He signed and vetoed bills,
suggested a tax compromise to top Sena-
tors and Representatives. Into his office

22

the nation was too optimistic about rub-
ber. Jeffers harshly said that Davis didn't
know what he was talking about, stuck to
his previous announcement: civilians
would be purchasing synthetic tires early
next yvear. Then he rumbled about Wash-
ingtonians “sitting around desks and is-
suing orders and grousing about someone
else taking something away. The difference
is that we are getting out on the job and
getting it done. The rubber program has
not interfered with a single other pro-
gram. In fact it has lifted along other
programs and has provided additional ca-
pacities by uncovering new sources of sup-
ply. The final answer is that the rubber
program is going ahead.” Finally he de-
manded an investigation of Pattersen’s
statement.

“Bull Bill” had already received as-
surances from his good friend, Senator
Guy Gillette of Towa, that his Agriculture
subcommittee would do the investigating.
Senator Gillette posed some pregnant
questions: “Is there any truth to charges
that the War Department has built muni-
tions plants which are not in use? Was
WPB presented with, or has it passed on
the high-octane production program which
is alleged to be so vital?”

To answer the last, no investigation is
needed. Evervone in Washington knows
that when Jeffers won his super-duper
priority from WPB, last December, the
high-octane program suffered. Just how
much is a military secret. But privately
Washington whispers that monthly pro-
duction falls thousands of barrels below
requirements. So far, the shortage has not
interfered wtih overseas operations; the
danger is in the long-term outlook.

Again, Senator Truman. Hardly
had Patterson and Ickes finished mortar-
firing on Jeffers when the Navy let go a
orpedo, too. The condensers, valves and

Tive, May 3, 1943

Hart Preston

trooped a group of C.I.O. leaders to de-
mand a veto of certain labor bills (out-
lawing jurisdictional strikes, calling for
union elections at least every four years).
Harold Stassen looked at the bills, said
he did not think they would hamper
“good unions.” The conference broke up
amicably; said a departing C.1.0. leader:
“Sink a few Japs for us, Governor.”

After three days, the-tax deadlock was
broken. The Governor’s compromise had
won. Harold Stassen drank a glass of milk
in celebration. To the Governor’s office
came tall, husky Lieut. Governor Ed
Thye (pronounced “thigh”), Harold Stas-
sen's hand-picked successor., Said Ed
Thye: “Governor, if you hadn’t staked
all your chips on me, I wouldn’t be where
I am today, and I want vou to know I
appreciate it.” Said Harold Stassen, with
proper modesty : **You did it yourself, Ed.”

Next day, the Governor took a holiday.
In the morning the Stassens went for a
long hike along the Mississippi; at night
to Good Friday services at Riverview
Baptist Church.

This week Mrs. Stassen’s mother and
sister moved in with the Governor’s wife
and two children. There was a final testi-
monial dinner, a last confab with G.O.P.
leaders. Then Ed Thye took the oath as
Governor. His platform: continue the
Stassen administration.

Harold Stassen packed his four Navy
uniforms (one blue, one white, two khaki)
and entrained for the Great Lakes Naval
Training Station in Chicago. He made no
promises as to when he would be back.
But the political future of shrewd, steady
Harold Stassen looked bright, and his
action this week in no way dimmed it.



U.S. AT WAR _

LABOR
Lewis and The Champ

To Franklin Roosevelt the hulking form
of John L. Lewis is like an ominous figure
in a recurrent bad dream. This week the
dream and the figure were back again in
their most nightmarish aspect. With a
coal strike threatened next weekend, John
Lewis had once again maneuvered the
President of the U.S. into a head-to-head
personal fight.

For seven weeks John L. and the mine
operators have presented the nation with
their usual spring show, war or no war.
To outsiders the show seemed to follow
the routine peacetime patterns: offers,
counter-offers, the appearance (and fail-
ure) of a Government conciliator, the
transfer of New York negotiations to
Washington. John Lewis stood fast: he
wanted to crack the Little Steel wage
formula with a $2-a-day raise for his men
and to torpedo WLB (as he had sunk its
predecessor, the National Defense Media-
tion Board). But what he was really
after was a showdown with the President.
John Lewis is not at all afraid of the
Champ; the Champ, after years of trial
bouts, is not so keen for the battle.

Last week John L. took on the Champ
in a minor, preliminary bout: U.M.W.
strikers (members of his catch-all Dis-
trict 50) went back ta work at Celanese
Corp.’s big plant in Newark. Carefully
they proclaimed that they had won a
“Victory” because the President himself
had stepped into the fracas, ordered their
return. But last week, as WLB took over
his big show, John L. was not at the
coal hearings: he was ensconced in Man-
hattan's Roosevelt Hotel, holding a watch
on the White House and ticking off the
hours until his May 1 deadline. And al-
ready idle were 14,000 overzealous miners
in Pennsylvania, Kentucky and Alabama.

The crisis in coal was far more serious
than a bout between two well-known
champions. If John L. Lewis’ 450,000
men strike, and are allowed to stay out,
they will in due course bring the bulk of
the U.S. war machine to a grinding stop
by cutting off two-thirds of the nation’s
electric power, stopping most of its rail-
roads and steel mills, And if they win,
they will spearhead the forces that may

smash the President’'s Maginot Line
against inflation.

COLORADO
Statesmanship

Colorado’s Anglo-Irish Governor John
C. Vivian permitted a bill designating
Oct. g as Leif Ericson Day, in honor of
the “discovery of North America in
1.000 A.D.,” to become law without his
signature, Reasons: 1) Colorado’s Scan-
dinavians would be mad if he vetoed it;
2) Colorado’s Italians would be mad if he
signed it.

Trve, May 3, 1943

MiNers' Boss
He waited at the Roosevelt,

THE CONGRESS

Labels

In the midst of debate in the House last
week, on a resolution asking an investiga-
tion of an OPA consumer-goods labeling
program,up rose New York's Ham Fish (R ).

Solemnly he proposed an amendment:
“That the Republican Party shall here-
after be known as the Liberal-Conserva-
tive-American-Constitutional Party, and
that the New Deal Party shall henceforth
be known as the Bureaucratic-Totalitarian-
Radical-Socialist Partv.”

Mr. Fish, glaring around him, observed:
“I want honest labeling of our parties. . .
in 1944,” and sat down. This was a big
order, for although many have tried, no
one has yet even been able to think of an
exact label for Mr, Fish.

FOREIGN RELATIONS

Bertie Has a Plan

Tall, dour, diffident Publisher Robert
Rutherford (“Bertie”) McCormick and
his  arch-isolationist, Roosevelt-hating
Chicago Tribume have been, in the year
and a half the U.S. has been at war, active
obstructionists. They have sniped and
ranted ceaselessly at the President and
every phase of the war effort, have public-
ly doubted the necessity of rationing, have
insisted that the U.S. is giving up straw-
berry jam to assure jam for British break-
fasts, that OPA is spving on merchants,
that England wants empire-as-usual, that
the European war is not our first concern.

Always belittling, always knocking,
Publisher McCormick has never offered a
plan of his own. Last week, and with his
tongue bulging his cheek, he offered one.
In an editorial called “States Across the
Sea,” the Tribune pointed out that the
U.S. Constitution provides that “new
states may be admitted by the Congress.”
Then the Colonel said:

“If the British Commonwealth and the
nations of Western Europe wish to enjoy
closer association with us, and if for our
part we wish similarly to link ourselves
with them, the way . . . is clear. All they
need to do is adopt written constitutions
and apply for membership and all we need
do is accept them. ... Great Britain
could come into the union, for example,
as four States. . . , Canada could consti-
tute another State. Australia, New Zea-
land and the contiguous islands might
form still another. . . .

“For the people of Britain, particularly,
statehood would have many advantages.
American manpower, industry and wealth
would be instantly and automatically
available if British territory were threat-
ened with invasion, . . . Britain would
have to give up its king, but as his con-
stitutional powers are said to be merely
nominal . . . the change to a republican
form of government could be made with-
out difficulty. The hand-kissers in this
country should welcome the closer rela-
tionship if only because it would strength-
en their representation in Congress. . . .

“The more advanced states of Western
Europe that show aptitude for constitu-
tional government might also be included.”

No man alive can tell when the gangling,
wrangling Colonel is being sincere or just
peculiar, His editorial meant probably
1) that he was doing his wanton best to
discredit all plans for world cooperation,
2) that he was trying again to offend the
British.

The British seemed not so much offend-
ed as amused. Said the London Observer:
“, . . the Colonel’s brave new thought is
far from original. In his play The Apple
Cart, produced nearly 14 years ago, Ber-
nard Shaw made exactly this suggestion.
The Apple Cart was voted quite good
comedy.”
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From St. Pau

Union depot, Lt. Comdr. Harold E. Stassen departed for Great Lakes
Naval Tralning station. A few hours before, he resigned the governor-

ship of the state of Minnesota to go into active service. Heading Ior the gate with him are his son, Glenn,

and Mrs. Stassen.
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Stassen fo Resign
At 2.30 TuesdaL i

Gov Stassen will hand his
resignation as governor over to
Lt. Gov. Ed. J. Thye at 2:30
p. m. Tuesday in the rotunda of
the State Capitol.

Thye then will be sworn in
as governor by Chief Justice
Henry M. Gallagher of the state
supreme court.

Promptly afterward, the gov-
ernor will leave the Capitol, go
to his home, put on his Navy
uniform and leave the St. Paul
Union depot on the Burlington
Zephyr at 4:30 p. m. for the
Great Lakes Naval Training
station.

A farewell dinner for Stasserf
will be held at 6:30 p. m. to&%
at the University of Minnesota



Carry on for Peacel é’rass

The text of the address of Gov. Stassen, delivered at a

[farewell dinner in his honor

in Coffman Memorial Union,

University of Minnesota, Monday mght follows:

You will never know how
much this evening has meant to
me. It has lightened the mem-
ory of many heavy hours. It has
brightened the recollection of a
number of dark days.

Your joint action as officials
of 45 diverse state-wide organ-
izations — farmers and mer-
chants — labor and industry—
men and women—barbers and
‘bankers — in presenting this
plague, means more than any
other presentation could mean.

There have beén so many
times that I have said “no” to
something that one or more of
your respective organizations
wanted, or when I have said
‘“yes” and you wished for a
“no”, Frequently when you
were contending with each oth-
er, I have taken a course that
pleased none of you. .

When organizations of -cifi-
zens whom we respect are con-
testing with each other, public
officials experience their most
difficult days and most irying
hours, There are times when it
appears that all organized
groups have been alienated.
Thus it is that the joining to-
gether of all of these state-wide
organizations tonight is of such
encouraging significance,

If seems 1o me that it has
an importance far beyond the
personal note, which I so

deeply appreciate. I should
like to interpret it as convinc-
ing evidence that a public of-
ficial in a democracy does not
need to morigage his judg-

ment to any special unit in
order to secure their support.

It means that a servant of
the people need not straight-
jacket his discretien through
binding it to any particular
group to maintain their confi-
dence. Substantially all are
willing, in perspective, that the
common good be emphasized.
They are tolerant of mistakes
if they are made in search for
the sound middle ground and if

swers and the reasons.

Warns of Pressure
For Special Interests

This simple principle is of
extreme importance in our way
of government. The right to
organize in groups, to freely
express views and advance pro-|1s
grams is one of the great
strengths of democracy. But it
can become a weakness if ef-
forts are made to advance spe-
cial interests through pressure
methods in disregard of the wel-
fare of the people as a whole.

May I say to_you tonight that
in my Judgment the future suc-
cess and well-being of the|i
people of Minnesota will depend
[m large measure upon the de-
‘gree to which each of you give
consideration to the common
good as you proceed upon your
‘own problems and your own in-
dividual activities, It has been
‘my observation in recent years
and in the sentiments expressed
tonight that our people will go
'forward in units expreums
their views on all subjects in
the truly American way of life.

In response fo your refer-
ence to accomplishments in
Minnesota, permit me to'siress

" that our accomplishments in
Minnesota these years have
not been a ons man job. They
have come through the work-
ing together of an unusual
number of men and women as
citizens, as party leaders, and
as public officials, legislative
and executive, local and state-
wide.

[ You have also been kind in
|your reference to overcoming
obstacles. Let me respond that
I have had the basic advantages
of having a truly great father
and mother, a childhood home
of fundamental religious con-
victions, a good education in an

they are told frankly the an-|wi

atmosphere of academic free-
dom, a beloved partner at my
side whose contributions words
cannot describe, and residence
in a eountry in which freedom
and liberty and opportunity
have real meaning down

through the years. Measured
alongside these advantages,
nothing is worthy of being

called an obstacle or a handi-
cap.

I should like to make a part-
ing request.

Winning of War Termed
First Responsibility

As you know, when I enter
into actwe service-in the Navy,
just as every other member of
the armed forces, I will have
just one primary responsibility.
It will be to do my duty to the
besnt{f my ability, toward the

inning of the war., I will no
longer express my views on so-
cial, economic, governmental or

international problems. Except
insofar as something I have al-
re said or written is printed
or restated, my views will not
be given. That is as it is to

ons of other men already
in service. This is right and it
essential, There must be a
1gleness of purpose in the
med forces.

United Nations during the
lout of our temporary pol-

ries. the outlines of the
2 will be made.

lls of Isolation
one Forever’

urge, therefore, that you
¥ on. That you carry on,
ing to the people the informa-

“and higher level of gov-
ent to keep pace with the
lopments in aviation, in
9, in mass production, and
odern science.

mphasize in the days
ad that the walls of isola-
i are gone forever. Join in
c¢h, a frank and open
u gch, for the best answers

: sbone of basic human
ats wherever men are found.
3 must not become discour-
4, even though your leader-
3 frequently lags behind you.
low through persistently, fac.
ing! facts, spreading the truth,

repre

fou who are in civilian life
2 as a first responsiblhty‘|
ourse, the backmg up of

the'drive for victory in the war,

but you also have the responsi-"

'bili}_y to follow through to win-

en Address Theme
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‘of the need of developing a|

ning the peace. You are the
custodians of the civil rights
and the future hopes and aspira-
tions of the millions of men
in uniform.

According to the wisdom, the
courage and the perseverance
that you demonstrate, the future
strength of America in the main-
tenance of our free way of
life, social, economic and politi-
cal, and the future leadership
that America gives toward a
just and durable peace, wﬂl
be measured.

Be impatient with glitlars
ing generalities. Brush aside
double - meaning eloguence.
Seek resolutely victory both
for our arms and for our
principles, cost what it may,
lest through the sacrifice of
our principles in search of
an easy victory in the war,
we lose the peace.

Insist on the application of
the hard, practical experiences
and principles of government to
the new and higher plane of
world government. Emphasize
the common stake, the joint in-
terests, the mutual advantage,
of all peoples in a just peace, in
increased world trade and in the
development of world govern-
ment,

Only thus can we hope to sub-
stitute a lasting peace and a
road of progress for devious ¢i-
plomacy, international mtrlgue
and recurring wars.

I humbly appreciale the horior
you have extended to me this
evening. May I ask that you
translate it into definite cdon-
tinuing action, in tribute to the
millions of men who are now
in our armed forces, by striving
unceasingly to secure a strong,
free America, an America join-
ing with other nations in trav-
eling together the difficult road
of peace, progress, and liberty
for mankind,




Stassen Yields

Reins of State

ToThye Today
&é‘ﬁr z:‘L:::rZ%or

Duties as Lieutenant-
Commander in Navy

Harold E. Stassen who, at the
age of 31, started a political
career that has embraced three|
successful elections as governor
and frequent mention as a presi-
dential possibility, today served
his last day as governor of Min-
nesota.

Shortly after turning the reins
of government over to his chos-|
en successor, Ed J. Thye, this
afternoon, he planned 1o go to
his home in South St, Paul, don
his military uniform as a lieu-|
tenant commander in the United
States Navy and depart on the
Burlington Zephyr at 4:30 p. m.
for the Great Lakes naval train-
ing station. He reports for ac-
tive duty Thursday. |

Earl Haskins, now siate
liquor commissioner, who
served as his personal aide
and chauffeur when Stas-
sen entered the Capitol as gov-
ernor for his first term was
to be his chauffeur again to
drive him from the Capitol to
his home and then immediate-
ly to the train,

Chief Justice Henry M. Gal-
lagher of the Minnesota Su-
preme court was to administer
the oath to the new governor,
on whom Stassen put all his
“chips” last Fall, and won.
Stassen, now 36 years old, still
is the youngest governor in the
na'ion, |

Major Gen. Ellard A. Walsh, |
adjutant general, was to turn
over to the new governor the
state’s colors at a brief cere-
mony, starting at 2:30 p. m. in
the rotunda of the State Cap-
itol.

The Republican State Central
committee honored the Gover-
nor at a luncheon this noon in
the Athletic club, The affair also
was in the nature of a farewell
to Dr. R. C. Radabaugh of Hast-
ings, who is to resign as com-
mittee chairman and be suc-
ceeded by George C. Jones of
Minneapolis, vice chairman.

Radabaugh, who recently was
named secretary of the Midwest
Republican State Committee
Chairmen, is to devote most of
his time to formulation of a farm
program to be submitted to the f‘

next national convention,



Throng Hails
Stassen as
(reat Leader

| Statewide Groups
" Join in Tribute on
Eve of Resignation

(Text of Gov. Stassen’s Address
on Page 5. Text of President |
Coffey’'s address on Page 4.

Gov. Stassen, resigning to-'
day from the governorship to
become a lieutenant commander

in the Navy, was lauded Mon-
day night as one of Minnesota's
greatest governor’s as more than
1,000 persons gathered at a din-
ner honoring him in Coffman
Memorial Union on the Univer-
sity of Minnesota eampus.

Telling his audience that
“the walls of isolationism
are gone forever”, Gov. Stas-
sen voiced a plea that his
| hearers carry on the fight for
a lasting peace at the end of
the war. The governor's plea
followed a talk by President
Walter C. Coffey of the Uni-
versity who lauded Stassen as
possessing ‘‘an imaginative in-
sight into our course of his-
torY“-

The dinner was sponsored by
45 statewide organizations, who
joined under the leadership of
the Minnesota Junior Chamber
of Commerce to stage the affair,
with Jack L. Robinson, president
of the Junior Chamber and gen-
eral arrangments chairman, pre-
senting the governor with a
plaque commemorating his serv-
ice to the state.

The dining hall was filled
and more than 2,000 persons
who sought to purchase tickets

- were turned down. John Mc-
Govern of LeSueur was toasi-
master, and an invocation was
spoken by Capt. Lewis F.
Foltiz of Ft. Snelling.

The prinecipal address was!
given by President Coffey, who!
declared that “among the qual-
ities that characterize the man
we are honoring are the under-
standing and sensitivity of mind
that prevail because he pos-
|sesses a perspective that enables
'him to see the problems of today

in the light of the past, and
hence in the light of the prob-
able future. He possesses what
might be termed an imaginative
insight into our course of his-
tor}'."
. President Coffey, saying that
| “the lives of men cannot be dis-
sociated from the times in which
they live”, reviewed the status
lof the world at four different
dates, that on which Gov. Stas-
sen was born in 1907; when he
entered the University of Min-
nesota in 1923; when he was
given his first degree in 1927,
and when he was elected gover-
nor in 1938.

Referring to the files of the
Pioneer Press and Dispatch,
President Coffey found that
Gov. Stassen was born on a
wintery day with the tempera-
ture ranging from 22 to 36, but
chided the papers because when
announcement of his birth was
made April 22, it chronicled in
the birth statistics column “Mrs.
W. Stasen, boy’’ — the name
spelled wrong.

The Legislature then was in
session, and the papers reported
as a major item of contention
“a bill providing a penalty for
inducing a mother not to nurse
her child”, with the Dispatch
reporting it recommended to
pass. Other important measures
considered, he added, were a
bill to prohibit transfers of lig-
uor licenses, providing they be
issued only to men of good mor-
al character, and extension of

(Please Turn to Page 5, Col. 3)
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the primary system to all state
offices, reported passed by the
House?

“One other item,” President
Coffey said, “suggests the rela-
tive simplicity of the world of
April, 1907. The Legislature
was fretting about automobiles,
and on the day we are especially
considering it heard a report
from a special committee on
automobile registration. This
is the way the Pioneer Press
summarized it:

‘Automobiles must not pass
feams, animals or persons on
foot at a greater rate of speed
than eight miles an hour’.”

“The problems of 1943,” Pres-
ident Coffey declared, ‘‘cannot
be resolved successfully by
minds steeped in the attitudes
of 1907 -any more than 1907
automobiles can meet the auto-
motive transportation require-
ments of 1943, Unless men as
individuals are sensitive and
alert to the transformations that
have created the new environ-
ment in which they live, they
(will fail in their attempts to
live successfully. Unless groups
of men, especially those groups
.we call nations, recognize that
{new conditions necessitate new
'ways of cooperation, we shall
'be doomed to endless years of
bitter struggle and chaos.”

He added that the Dispatch
editorial column remarked the
Legislature was slow, with
“more lung power than brain
.power”, and characterized by a
| “hair-brained desire to reform
‘as much of the universe as can
be brought under. control”.

Other events he listed as
chronicled in the Dispatch in-
cluded another President Roose-
velt having his hopes of a third
term polted by Southern Demo-
crats, vaudeville at every
theater, and a {flourishing
cultural life of music and plays.

“But relatively little of the
news was of a disturbing na-
ture,” he said. “The years of
.Harold Stassen’s infancy were,
taking the nation as a whole,
ecalm and unruffled. Europe ex-
/isted, but it was a long way off.
The Orient was, for most peo-
ple, as remote as a dream. No
radios were undermining na-
tional frontiers; no moving pic-
tures brought to mass audiences
some conception of a distant
world; no airplanes were

to leave the rest of the world
alone,

“This was the changed world,”
President Coffey said, “in which
Harold Stassen began his aca-
demic career.,”

At Gov. Stiassen’s gradua-
tion, Lindbergh had just re-
turned io this couniry after
his trans-Atlantic flight, dram-
atizing new possibilities in
irans-ocean communication.

“It should have been a symbol
of new things to come,” the
speaker said, ‘“‘of old barriers
removed; of new bonds draw-
ing the nations together.”

Instead, he said, it was mere-
ly a matter for hero worship,

But clouds were beginning to
form, he said, with deep mur-
murings in Russia and Col, Wil-
liam Mitchell berating the Navy
for conservation in not more
freely adopting the airplane,

Then in 1938 when the gov-
ernor was elected, Nazis were
storming the Munich cardinal,
firing synagogues and lootin
Tewish” stores. WAITE the> e
were blasting deeper into China
and revolution was under way
in Spain.

“The world in which Harold
Stassen was born is gone for-
ever,” President Coffman de-
clared, “So also is the world
of the year he was graduated
from the university. Do we in
our attitudes of mind, compre-
hend this fully? . . . Unless'men
as individuals are sensitive and
alert to the transformations that
have created the new environ-
ment in which they live, they
will fail in their attempis to
live successfully. ., . . Nations
today can be great only as their
collective attitudes are tolerant,
only as their outlook is inclu-
sive, and only as they are char-
acterized by cooperative mind-
edness.

“These observations are not
irrelevant to our purposes this
evening, for it has always
seemed to me that among the
qualities that characterize the
man we are honoring are the
understanding and the sensitiv-
ity of mind that prevail because
he possesses a perspective that
enables him to see the problems
of today in the light of the past,
and hence the light of the pos-
sible future.”

A final plea that his hearers
carry on the fight for a lasi-
ing peace at the end of the
world war was made by Gov.
Stassen.

Pointing out that while in the
armed forces he will no longer

ghrinking the map and building
a new geography.”

Following the first World
war, President Coffey said,
the nation failed to grasp the
truth that & new kind of
world was coming’ into being,
and he termed the year 1923,
when Governor Stassen en-
tered the University, as ""the
year of frustration”.

“Yes,” he sald, “the war had
been won, but already the flow-
ers of victory were wilting.
‘Men still refused to face the
|ehanges that were transpiring
around them.”

The outer world, too, was in-
truding on Minnesota, President
Coffey said with Minnesota con-
gressmen beseeching President
Coolidge to increase the tariff
on wheat; pictures of a Jap-
anese earfhquake in the papers;
stories of revolt in Bulgaria,
and a collapse impending {for
Germany with a “Hitler Fascist
chief”” planning a march on
Berlin.,

- Radio had become a reality
then and autos were blamed
for three deaths in a day. Three
U. S. senators who had favored
the League of Nations returned
to the country, President Coffey
found, declaring that after an
enthuslasm for it, impliyng
America would be better off

-

be able to voice his views on
social, economic, governmental
or international problems, the
chief executive added that out
of the temporary policies in oc-
cupied or liberated territories
the outline of the peace will be
made. :

“I urge, therefore, that you
carry on,” he said, “*That you
carry on, giving the people the
information of the need of de-
veloping a new and higher level
of government to keep pace
with the developments in avia-
tion, in radio, in mass produc-
tion, and in modern science.
Emphasize that the walls of iso-
lation are gone forever. Join in
search for the best answers of
the means and methods of estab-
lishing a definite organization
of the peace-loving nations of
the world. . e il

“It must be based upon the
cornerstone of basic human
rights wherever men are found.
You must not become discour-
aged, even though your leader-
ship frequently lags behind you.
Follow through persistently,
facing facts, spreading the
truth, either convincing your
elected representatives or
changing them.

“You who are in civilian life
have as a first responsibility,
of course, the backing up of the

[the ‘common stake,

Si0ter MorBiedist:Dinnat

you also have the responsibility
to follow through to winning
the peace. You are the custo-
dians of the eivil rights and the
future hopes and aspirations of
the millions of meén in uniform,

“According to the wisdom,
the courage and -the persever-
ance that you demonstrate, the
future strength of America in
the maintenance of our free way
of life, social, economic and po-
litical, and the future leadership
that America gives toward a
just and durable peace, will be
assured,” he said. ‘Be impa-
tient with glittering generali-
ties, Brush aside double-mean-
ing eléquence. Seek resolutely
victory both for our arms and
for our principles, cost what it
may, lest through the sacrifice
of our principles in search of an
easy victory in the war, we lose
the peace.

.“Insist on the application of |
the hard, practical experiences
and princ:ples of government
to the new and higher plane of
world government. Emphasize
; ; ‘the joint in-
terests, the mutual advantage,
of all peoples in a just peace, in
‘increased world trade, and in
the development of world gov-
ernment, Only thus can we
hope to substitute a last peace
and a road of progress for devi-
ous diplomacy, international in-
trigue, and recurring wars.”

Declaring that at times
various of the 45 organizations
sponsoring the dinner had been
at odds on matters he had to
decide, often to the satisfaction
of neither of the disputants, the
governor said the joining to-
gether of “all these state-wide
organizations tonight is of such
encouraging significance’.

His accomplishments, referred
to by other speakers, Gov. Stas-
sen said, “have not been a one
man job. They have come
through the working together of
an unusual number of men and
women as citizens and as pub-
lic officials, legislative and ex-
ecutive, local and statewide”,

He paid impressive tribute to
his parents in replying to refer-
ences to obstacles he had over-
come,

“Let me respond,” he said,
“that I have had the basic ad-
vantages of having a truly great
father and mother, a childhood
home of fundamental religious
convictions, a good education in
an atmosphere of academic free-
dom, a beloved partner at my
side whose contributions words
cannot describe and residence in
a country in which freedom and
liberty and :opportunity have
real meaning. Measured along-
side these advantages, nothing
is worthy ‘of being called an
obstacle or a handicap.”

drive for victory in the war, but |
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COFFEY'S TEXT: 'Stassen Possesses Insight Into Our Course in History’

Following is the address of Walter C. Coffey, president
of the University of Minnesota, at a recognition dinner
Monday night in honor of Gov. Stassen on the eve of his
retirement as governor to enter active service in the Navy

as lieutenant commander.

burgh on the day Harold Stas
sen was born. A miner item
called attention to starving mil-
lions in China who needed
America’s help, and the Kaiser,
it was said, had traveled to Den-
mark to confer with the Czar of

_ If you had been living In the
cily of St. Paul during the
Spring of 1807 you would, in
all probability, have gone 1o
your door on Saturday, April
13, 1o pick up your customary
newspaper. It had been a hard
and trying Spring. On that
very day, for example, you
would have read that the North-
wesl once more had peen caught
by a belated Winter, “This
community,” =0 it stated, “has
been grumbling on the weather
the past week or so”, ms {f
grumbling on Minnesota weath-
&r was a news-worthy subjeet,
even in 1807,

. On this particular Saturday a
eoldish north wind was blow-
ing. even though the sun was
shining bright. All day long
the temperature hovered be-
tween 22 and 36 degrees,

You would have taken your
paper inside, and most of you
under a gae light, would have
turned its pages to scan the
news,

him blush.

blushing

acter,

Now the remarkable thing
‘ia that you would not have
found ome word aboui ihe
birth of our guet of honor
of this sveningl He had besn
born that day, and not u line
of typs recorded the facil
Both ihe PIONEER PRESS
and the DISPATCH over-
leckad completely that a new
and wigorous personage had
mrrived]

- As a matter of fact, it wa
not until & whole week had
passed that the Governor firat
made the press. You'll find the
historic item on Monday, April
41, recorded In the birth statis-
ties eolumn of the DISPATCH:

“Mrs. W. Stasen. boy". No
name, no mention that the baby
had a suggestion of reddish hair.
not even the customary “mother
and baby are both doing well"—
much less any reféerence as o
how the father was doing. And
worst of all the name STASSEN
was mis-spelled, with only one
“s". Thus, in complele anomy-
mity our friend and associaie
first appeared in print

My reference to newspapers In
what I have just said was not in-
tended only as & means of light
introduction, nor was it merely
A matter of chanceé. Rather, it
was deliberately calculated, for
I am of the conviction that the
lives of men cannol be dissoclal-
ﬁ" from the times in which they

Wi,

It, therefore, seems to me Ap-
propriate that I should, in at
tempting to make cerinin obaer-
vations that are pertinent to|
this occasion, look briefly, if
sketchily, at the world Inlo
which Harold Stassen was born
Just 38 years ago tnis month.
Al i we can ollow some of the
changes that have laken place
in that world during three and a
half decades, we shall be in a
better position to understand
and interpret some of the prob-
lems that confront us today.

We can perceive at least a frag-
ment of that world if we turn
back to the pages of our local
newspapers of the periced. In
many respects it is a world in
which we shall feel quite at
home. To begin with the Legls
lature was in session when Har-
old Staszsen was born. On the
previous day, a major item of
contention had been a bill (how
strange [t seems to look back
upon) providing s penalty for

a mother not {0 nurse
her childi—a bill, said the sen-

1

and on the

the way

Ings,

hﬂ"i

catln,

ishing:

ring!

Even

eeiving

debt.

Stead,

had

problems, too,
Stassen’s father,
mind off other responsibilities
newly acquired, had glanced at
his newspaper, he would have/cent heir, but more likely he
learned that there were “skirm.|turned to the marketing column
ishes” on a blll to prohibit the and
transfer of licenses, and to pro-|prices. Or he may have
clde that they should be lssued |chuckled with the editorial note
only to men of good moral char-{in the Dispatch, which read:
He would, likewise, have
read that on the day before his{women's suffrage. The Senate
baby was born, the House had| completed the slaughter Friday,
passed a bill to extend the pri-land the agony is over",

mary gystem 1o all state offices.

One other [tem suggesis the
relative simplicity of the world (a5 a whole, calm and unruffled,
of April, 1007, The Legislature|Europe existed, but it was a
aboutl automobiles, |long way off. The Orient was,
AY we are cspecially
considering It heard a report|dream. No radios were under-
from a speclal commities on au-
tomobile registration. Thix is
the Ploneer Press
mummarized i

“Automobiles must not pass
teams, animals, or persons on
foot at a greater rate of speed
than eight miles an hour. The
speed must be reduced at cross-
while passing churches
during the usual hours of wor-
ship, or while passing schools at
school hours, A maximum speed
of eighteen miles an hour is
provided . . , Chautfers after
running over peapls must stop
and give thelir number™.

Yoi, wa would haive fali at
homs, sven In ihe esditorial
column, for on this sams Sai:
urday avaning was can read in
the Dispaich
ialature was slow, with “more
lung power than brain pow-
#t” and characierized by &
“hairbralned dealrs fo relorm
s mueh of ths univerie =i
eann bs brought undsr gon-

was fretiin

cantroversial
Profession’,
vaudeville al every theater,
Incidentally, fresh-laid
were 17% cents a dozen, Palmer
House coffes was advertised at
25 cenia a pound, creamery but-
ter (fancy) at 33 cents, and ex-
tra fine shoulder of roast lamb
at 10 cents a pound. Hamburg-
er, one reads, could be had
three pounds for a guarter!

A Roosevelt was President
and of him on Harald Stassen's
day of birth, the Dispatch re-
ed, “President

a jolt yesterday . . ."
how, that, loo, has & familiar

have seemed

ator from Hennepin that made

I do not know what the s
susi wers, nor why s much
had besn engendered.
but thers it was. La#t me say
only that the Dispaich of April
13, 1807, sdds that the BIH was
recommended fo pass.

The Leglalature of thal ses-
sion war concerned with liquor
and if Harold
to take his

that the Lag-

Bul the aging pagez of those
newspapers reveal other [nter-
too, Harry Thaw
killed Sianford White and the
jury that tried him had been
unable to reach a deelsion.
Archbishop Ireland had not re-
ceived the eardinalship It was
thought the Pope should have
bestowsd upon him.: The Metro-
politan Opeéra was coming o 5t
Paul the following week with
Caruso and Emma Eames,

The cultural life was flour:
Creator and his band
were to givwe a concert, Rosze
Caughlan wasz lifting St. Paul
eyebrows with her prospective
performance of Bernard Shaw's
“Mrs. Warren's
Wil

and there

Terms Stassen’s Horizons
Limited in 1907

There was a larger world, but
It did not Intrude oppreasively,
in 1807 horizons weére
limited. The Standard Oil Co.,
it was reported in the Ploneer
Press had been found guilty by
Judge Kenesaw M, Landis of re-
railroad rebales and
faced a fine of $20,260,000—a
mum that In those davs must
like the national

Ther# were but two or three
siraws In the wind that get in
our eve as we glance backward.
A famous English editor, W. T.
WA
crusading for the cause of in-
ternational peace, and hia fervor
aroused

thiz ecouniry

en=

stampede

thusinsm at & meeting in Pitts-

——————

.]|

had

Russia,

But relatively little of the
news of 1907 was of s dis-
turbing nature. Surely. had
Mr. W. Stamssn pondersd
evar his newipaper on that
sveniful April day. he would
net have discoversd much of
anything fo suggest o him
that the crying Infant in the
naxi room was years later o
be plunged intc the midst of
momentous problems.

Perhaps Mr. Stassen, father,
could see disturbing trends that
would later involve his most re-

contemplated wholesale

“Vale (that is to say goodbye)

The years of Harold Stassen's
infancy were, taking the nation

for most people, as remote as a

mining national frontiers, no
moving pictures brought to mass
audiences some conceplion of a
distant world, no airplanes were
shrinking the map and bullding
a new geography. There were
enough machines and mechani-
cal deviees 10 provide for a com-
fortable life, but not s0 many
as {o complicate the daily round
of existence.

But infaney gradually ehanged

for in the minds of us all they
réemain &8 vivid memories. The
gentility and complacency of life
so characteristic of the first
vears of the century were irans-
formed by the chaos of war. The

made mfe for democracy.

U. S, Failed to Grasp
Truth of New World

And yet, somehow, the great
Democracy—our United States
—failed to grasp the simple
truth: that a new kind of world
had come into being; a world In
which new concepts of time and
space were to dominate, and in
which a new order of Interna-
tional relations must prevail if
péace were to éndure. !

The old order had passed, yet
we as & nation resisted the fact.
It is one of the tragedies of his-
tory that the fundamental truths
embodied in the League of Na:
tions idea became merely a no-
ble experiment rather than a
glorious reality. For that fail-
ure, we see now, meant that the
conflicts and struggles of 1814
1918 were inescapably to be re-
peated at a later date.

The year 1923, it seama to
me ag [ look back up-ﬂ»::‘ Il:;
might apily be lermed "I
year of frusiration™. Yes.
tha war had been won, but al-
ready the flowers of victery
ware wilting. Mea atill re-
fused to fuce the changes that
wara iranapiring areund
them.

1t I=, in retrospect, difficult

Roosevell's {5 understand why this was 0.
that the Soulhern Demo-|The record of what was happen-
crats may force hizx renomina-|jng is clear, as we can zee by
tien for a third term received|turning once again to the news-
Somé- |papers men were reading.

In the Fall of 1923 radio own-
ers were being queried by the
Minneapoliz  Journal as 1o
whether they preferred crystal
or tube sets; and the headlines
could =ay, “Radio Features for
Coming Week Range from Jazz
Plano Tilt to Business Talk".
There were editorials on col-
lecting income taxes from boot-
leggers. The automobile by
now had really become a prob-
lem: “Three Xilled in One
Day"'. The Ku Klux Klan was
spreading terror and preéjudice
and the American Bankers as-
gocintion at its annual conven-
tion in Atlantic City was hear-
ing from its president that *‘zo-
cinlism, communizsm, anarch-
nism, ayndicalism and IWW-.ism
are threatening the foundations
of our government’.

There were other signz of
change: Jackie Coogan was at
the peak of his movie popular
ity: fresh cggs were advertised
at Powers' Market for 36c a
doren, creamery buller was 48¢
a pound, and a blue ribbon cut
of porterhouse steak cost 45¢c.

' Traces Course of
Farm Depression

The outer world, too, was in-
truding. The MAlinnesota con-
gressional delegation, moved no

into childhood. And then the
child became the young man.
Those were momentous years,
the happenings of which cannot|yel
be traced here, nor need they be,

war was fought, and won. The

government, financial sysiems,
internatione]l organiza-
tion, world politics. And, of
course, physical education and
ROTC, basic and advanced.

The grades I won't 1all you.
bayond siying that they ware
geod ones. and. with me you
will nof bs surprised thar in
argumeni and debate, finan-
elal systems, and administra-
tive law, the record was one
of stralght A's. (There ware
% many other A's 100.)

{Labor on the home froat, too,
wal altracting attention. On
this game day, Samuel Gompers
paszsed through the Twin Cities,
and stopped long enough o
voice his opposition to the for-
mation of a national third party,
with labor at itz core)

Clasass began for Hareld
Siassan af the Univendiy of
Minnesola on Wednesday.
Sept. 26, 1920, 1t was unques-
tionably & momenius day for
him. It was & momentous day
for all of us. This point re-

lihox These courses were, {o be
<y e sure, in preparation for further
On Sunday, Sept. 23, the #udy In law; but they were

more than that, for as time has
shown, they were preparation
for understanding the world in
which we are living and the
kinds of problems that world is
now thrusting upon us. And the
rudy of books, it s well to
polrt out, was being supple-
mented by contact with the
work-a-day world through jobs
that brought to the young
student a practical understand-
ing' of how men and women
earn a living,

Lindbergh Relumns
r Dramatic Flight

world was siartled with the
news that collapse in Germany
wae imminent, The struggle in
the Ruhr was over—a passive re-
sistance that had cost a hundred
billion dollars and was bring.
ing the German republic 1o the
brink of chaos. “Chancellor
Streseman and his Ajds", said
the headlines, "Yield to Alliea
to Save Country from Econonle
Disaster and Revolution",

On Monday and Tuesday, ad-
ditlonal news of impending col-
lapse in Germany wnas spread in
the columna of our papers. Edi.
torially, too, there ware hinta
that all was not well in Europe

or at home. Said the Minne- days before Harold
apolis Journal: “Throughoul | Siamer "uﬁum his bachelor
Europe it is the twilight of the ot sris degree, Lindbergh re-

emperors, but the dawn of the
diclators. The war {0 make the
world safe for democracy does
not on lta conclusion find that
democracy, made safe, spreada”,

Newspapers Stressed
Tumult in Germany

If on Thursday morning. Sept.
27, ax Harold Stassen came io of
the campusz. {o attend the fresh- | g remo bonds
man convocation, he had Ara .;: lhlv‘:;ﬁn:uﬁi ihe
to buy a newspaper, this ls what | .-t together. But it was pri-
ler Given Wide Powers to Pre-| __ = od with un
t Civil War in Rﬂnh-‘llhnll b ; 2 ’ .iﬂllﬂﬂnﬁ It —
Nation Virtually Placed Under 4 a new hero, rather than
Martial Law as Result of Ba- for the "l.l"l.ll signifi-

varia Plotting”. "of his herolsm. This is

And then, notice this, "Hitler
Fascist Chief, Plana March on 8B an ers of enthusiasm and
BT ivenen.

Berlin™., Az he read on, the
p Prospects Soar in the

turned home In triumph and
Chamberlain and Levine landed
in Berlin in their non-stop {light
from New York., Lindbergh was
nol! the first man to fly the
Atlantie, but his achievement
dramatized the new possibili.
ties that lay ahead In trans
ocednic communication,

I} should have been a symbol
w things to come, of old

waorld, we dreamed, had beéen

freshman would have learned

how the litile-known Bavarian | :
nwest " headlined the Trib-
" United States Steel was

lcader had called upon all of |*
the fascisti to join hizs “slorm

sectlons”, “Hitler,” sald the|listed a1 133, the market had
press, “also summoned his|® “I80e of confidence”. Calvin
horsemen and automoblle own- | Cooli leaving Washinglon
ers to stand ready for duty, pre. vacation in the Black
sumably for a coup™, Hil urged “constructive

thrif€. A New York brokeérage
firm P*warded a former messen-
Rer ¥ with a 5220000 scat
on New York Stock Ex-
changt. Creamery butter was
zell aL 45 gents, and a pound
of sirloin cost 40 ecents, Ham-
burger was not even advartised:

: on the horlzon dis-

ng one.,

Sirange Indesd that the ca-
reer of Adolph Hitler sheuld
have reached ths publle al-
tentlon en the very day that
Harold Simssen started his
career an & studeant al the slats
University of Minnssoia.

If Harold Stassen did read of
these upsurginga and rebsllions,
he must have nondered deeply
at the words of Lolus Delta
Coffman who spoke that morn-
ing to the incoming elass,

“In these parlous times,'" sald
President Coffman, “with the
world rent with discord and
dissension, and with thousands
of panacear and [ntallectual
nostrums being lald upon the

tur

Bl thers wara clouds. In-
side Pussia there wers deep-
do murmurings that ware
1o be reflected In purges.
Harold Stassen received his
degresl on Monday, June 13,
1827. ©On ithat same day one
reads: "The Soviets Executed
28 More In New Terror'”. And
the £ war minlster pub-

doorstep of institutions of high-| (el rged

er learning, as well ns advocated “‘Tl rEH, |::1::ﬂ:::.,1::3

for soclety, it ls all the more| gy, that & elass war

important that universzities re-| laam

discover and reemphasize their

true function—truth-seeking and| The spapers, loo, were

truth-impartation. - telling of attacks by one Colonel
Willlam® Mitchell on what he

“In this truth-seeking.” Presi.
dent Coffman continued, *‘the
university period should ba re.
garded as an integral part of
life, the part in which the
habits, standards of judgment
and attitudez of mind shall be
so developed in truth-seeking
that studente ashall remain
truth-seekers for life.”

On the following day the
world learned, and I quote the
Journal, thats “a hundred at-
tempts by Herr Hitler's fascisti
to assemble in the specified beer
halls of Munich were broken

up by the pollce™
Recalls Waning of
Favor for League

On the following day one

termed " Navy conservatism in
the faj to see Lthat the air-
plane & etely changed the
atrategy of naval warfare and
the Importance of the battleship.

You will find the full name,
Hareld Edward Stassen, in the
printed list of graduates. That,
at least, was better than the an-
nouncement of his birth! Yet
perusal of the newspapers of the
day su ta that although the
commentement address, on the
subject ‘of “"Personal Honor'",
was dellvered by a distinguished
educator, what he had to say
probably made little impression
upon the volatile throngs who
were cheering ''the Lone Eagle™,
“"Personal Honor", said Dr.
Suzzallo, “is a frait most neces-
sary to the safety and continua-

duction. In fact, the newspapers
that told that Harold Stassen
had received his law degree,
also reported that the prime
minister and the new United
States ambassador to the Court
of St. James, Mr. Charles
Dawes, had that day met in
Scotland. The intimations are,
it was printed, that “the United
States and Great Britain are
near agreement on & naval re-
duction program in which other
naval powers are expected to
cooperate and upon which the
successful consummation of the
peace of the world must de-
pend”,

It was only the -voice of
the president of the university.
spsaking to the gradustes, that
gave hint that not all was as
perfect with the world ms
might be.

“One has only to look about
him," said President Coffman,”
to realize that in this new world
there iz a conflict of great in-
tensity and vast proportions. It
iz the conflict between free-
dom, initiative and independ-
ence on the one hand, and di-
rection, submisaion, and control
on the other. It is the conflict
between the individual and the
organization, and it presenis a
dilemma az old as the human
race, but raised now to a magnl-
tude and:power never before
witnessed by men, What the
future holds is largely a ques
tion of the attitude of mind.

Those were prophetic words

as time was to prove. 1 should
like to think the young law
graduate remembered them, but
from what I know of the extent
to which commencement ad-
dresses usually are remembered,
I doubt that he did. However,
the spirit that animated the
truth that President Coffman

e was conlagious, That
l;:m}hiﬁ left its impression. At
least the career of the man we
are honoring tonight has pro-
gressed in the tradition of that
spirit.

Elected Governor
As Hitler Rocks Europe

Of that career little needs to
be said for it iz recent history.

I would merely recall that the failures after the last Waorld

world in which that carssr was
being fashioned, was becoming
week by week more confused,
unsettled and disturbed. As the
citirens of thiz state went fo
the palls in November of 1838,
to elect Harold Staszen gov-
ernor, events were happening
elsewhere that chilled men's
souls,

“Nazis Storm Palace of Mu-
nich Cardinal” wailed the head-
linea, “'Nazi Moba Fire Syna-
gogues, Loot Jewish Stores".
“The demoeracies”, shouted Hit-
ler who was now in power, “are
not to be trusted.”

“1 speak,” he continued, "“as a

peace-loving man and I have de-
clded to give the Relch & de-
fense force that will be con-
ducive to peace being kept”.
The voters of Minnesola at the
ballot box exemplified the best
traditions of democracy, un-
moved by the threats that were
being shouted from over the
SEaE,

But not even the fact that the
quintuplets were 1o be 2een in
a film at a St. Paul movie houss

on that election day eould com- |y

pletely distract attention of the
serious reader of the daily press
from the tensions the world was
engendering.

“Japaness Blast Desper
Inic China". "Paris Shooling
Rousss Germany''. "Spanlih
Loayalisis Repulss Insurgenis™.
“Ford Fights NLRB”. Thee
headlines were on iths same
pages that told of Hareld
Stamsen’s victory.

And now, in 1943, the gover-
nor becomes the lieutenant com-
mander and layvs down the cares
and responsibilities of the high-
est office in this state, On the

condition of the world, as he
steps from office, I need not
comment, for all of you have
followed vour newspapers these

application in meeting what lies
ahead,

Sees Problems of Today
In Light of the Past

These observations are not ir-
relevani 10 our purposes this
evening, for it has always
scemed o me that among the
gualities that characterize the
man we are hoporing are the
underrianding and the sensitiv-
ity of mind that prevail becauss
he possesses & perspective that
enables him to see the problems
of today in the light of the past,
and hence in the light of &he
probable future.

He possesaca: what might be
termed an imaginative insight
inte our course of history.

Stated in the most general of
terms, two great problems face
this country, and the world. On
our ability to cope with them
successfullly depends the future
hope of this nation and of all
nationa,

Firat, in the problem within
our country of reconciling the
tendency toward centralization
of control over human life with
tha traditional freedom that de-
mocracy assumes for the indi-
vidunl. A thousand examplea
in the governmental sphere
alone will suggest themselves
to your minds. How, we ask,
can we remain free men when
the logic of regulation presses
with {rresistible compulsion to-
ward further and further regu-
lation? The proverbial island
on which the inhabitants made
a living by taking in each oth-
er's washings has a modern
equivalent in the danger we
face that half of our people
will ultimately be engaged in
policing the regulations that are
imposed upon the conduct of
the other half of us '

merely & counberpari of

firif em an intsrnational
scals. How li ths world ts
reconcils the incompatibili-
tisn inherent In the twe ideal-
ogies now sbruggling for
domination? How can the
kind af & world frée men
winl ba schlaved whan half
of the world i not frea?

I merely ralse the questions
and I shall not attempt to an-
swer them. But I would sug-
gest that the answers are de-
pendent upon two thinge—and
this brings me 1o the moral and
conclusion of all that 1 have
been saying.

Two things are Indispenzable
If we are 1o surmount the dif- -
ficulties now confronting um
Firat, there must he knowledge,
there must be facls, there must
be understanding, there must be
comprehenalon of the nafure
of the probloms. If. vou but
know the truth, the truth shall
make you free,

class, “"What the future holds is
largely a question of the atu-
tude of mind”. When Harold
Sinssen was born, the alrplane
was but a toy. When Harold
Stassen graduated, the nation
went wild because one man had
flown alone across the deep ex-
panse of the Atlantic. As Harold
Stassen leaves his high office,
300  trans-oceanle  transport
flights & week are routine oc-
currences.

The world into which Harold
Stapsen was born s gone for-
ever, 8o also ix the world of
the year he graduated from the
niversity. Do we, In our atti-
tudes of mind, comprehend this
fully? Do we, in thought and
action, strive to adapt ourselves
to the multitudinous and all-
pervasive changes that have
taken place? Or do we blindly
resist?

Who can doubt how funda-
mental those changes are when
he surveys, even as briefly as 1
have done this evening, what
haz been happening since the
early years of the century? Yet
the danger iz that the minda of
men—those attitudes which
President Coffman  stressed—
have not undergons a parallel
adaptation and adjustment.

The problems of 1043 eannol
be resolved auccessfully by
minds ste¢ped In the attitudes
of 1807 any more than 1907
automobiles can meet the auto-
mobile transportation requlire-
ments of 1043, Unless men as
individuals are sensitive and
alert o the transformations that
have created the new environ-
ment in which they live, they
will fail in their attempts 1o
live successfully. Unless groups
of men, especially those groups
we call nations, likewise recog-
nize that new conditions neces-
sitate new ways of cooperation,
we shall be doomed to endleas
years of bitter struggle and
chaos.

Nations today can be great
only as their collective attitudes
are tolerant, only as their out.
look iz inclutive and only as
they are characterized by coop-
erative-mindedness. It was fail
ure 10 recognize and act on
these simple, but now funda.
mental, premises that led to the

War.

It Is the pomibility that
once more we shall fall io
accept thess slmpls frulhs
that filla my heart with dread
foeday. To wundersiand the
meaning and the significance
of the change: In ths world
in which we have lived, s
s my mind the paramount
obligation of the modern clti-
zen,

The key 16 sueccessful living
in the future is a thorough un-
derstanding of the past out of

which we have emerged, [ he.
lieve this may be achieved ’"iNﬂ Substitute for

2ome measure by a deviee as
simple as 1 have emploved this hﬂwhd?" of Truth
There Is no substitute for

evening, whereby the life of
knowledge of the truth. For-

oné man has been eel against
the panorama of history and|ever. it must be the blood and
studied In terms of the impact|breath of freedom tself. As I
of history upon that life. go from my office each day. I
What I am saying, stated In|like 1o lock up and read the in-
spiring inscription cut in the

anather way, ls that our social
salvation, individually and col-|{stone facade of Neorthrop Me-
marial Auditorium: .

Iﬂﬂ:!dir. in the last analysis Is
dependent upon the possession of
a sound historical perspective.| _ The Universily of Minnesota
It is not heresy to suggest that :';uﬂld I;!- “rl:d r;rm;.r n:;:-’-t
os¢ who now falk glibly about &n are Ln
R hould as| standing Dedicated to the Ad-
vancemen! of Learning and

;n:i!awlr pll:l;h'-;f should, 'kl-:
¢ prepara

B SOE L0 WA the Ssarch for Truth Devoled

fo the Imstrucilon of Youth

they u:ﬁuttl:ﬁ themselves, be-

Some thoroughly grounded in
and the Wellare of the State.
We should be proud thozs

life an it has been lived.
It = noi enough 1o ery “The
past is dead: Jong live the pres- words are on a bullding of the
ent”, much less, “"Long live the| a0 University of Minnesota—
your University. But in a
symbolical sense they are found

fulure™. Flexibilify of mind

comes not with throwing off ithe
on every college and university
building in this country, for it

thackles of the past: paradoxic-
is upon the achievemenis and

ally, it iz mcquired by a mas
accomplishments of education

tery of the past. Only In this

way c¢an the indispenzable paer-
from the kindergarten to the
university, that we must ul-

spective be achieved in terms of
(Please Turn to Page 5. Cel. 2)

which sound plans for the future
are to be laid. History does not
repeat itself, but {is lessons have

also learned that three mem-i, . = oo o cecaratis society.” recent months, absorbing from
in Europe, had returned 1o the lstenied. gand heeded; but the ‘h'ft Lh Ad ol that thi
country, declaring that while|¥orid too exclted, oo en-| b COGS Tt 0 SINE T havel
they had originally supperied |meshed & Its own superlatives, story: of- ihe ipast ;tha e
too pr pied with other val.|been recalling, linked as it was

the covenant of the League of R Tt
Nationg, their trip abroad hudlﬁﬂ b
brought them to a point where '
they had much less enthusiasm
for §t. America, it was im-
plied, might be better off to et
the reat of the world alone,
Thizs was the changed world,
then, in which Harold Stassen

nt on cheering Lind-

even what ' he had had to =ay .
"l feek™ warned Lindbergh.
“that America would do well to
study carpestly the present high
slate of an aviation”.
The colintry was in no mood

hi demic career, 1]|for war nge, in no mood to re-
ﬁ:ﬁn t:u:l-tl :::i:wm Ghe neccom.|sard the that were pointing Aviation ?l'ﬂ-!'.rﬂl
plishments of the four years in|'0 troubles shead. Wrote the Mark Life’s Steps

editor of the Tribune: "The
opening 2 the forty-fifth session
of the ¢ of Nations coun-
ell, which occurred thiz week at
Geneva, found the world unex-
cited.” Unexcited indeed! The
whirlwind was already gather
Ing momentum!

That was the world Into

college, for you know thal story
well. But one thing I have
done. The other day [ went to
the office where our student
records are kepl, and drew forth
the folder labeled Harold Stas-
gen. 1 was curious o know
what courses a boy would
choose who had entered the

al every stage with the life of

our guest,
W At aRica i hi that should not be overlooked,
There iz a lezton to be learned
and which must be learned if
we are nol 1o repeal again the
mistakes and the follies of the
past three decades.

told Harold Stassen's graduating

doubt by the severe agricultural
depression in the Northwest,
was beseeching the president,
Calvin Coolidge now, to in-
crease the tariff on wheat, and
Mr. Wallace was proposing a

University of Minnesola i &
time when international stabil-
ity was starting fo crumble.
Perhaps you are curious, 100,
and while we do not ordinarily

divulge publicly the records of
a student, under present cireum-
stances I do not feel T violate
any confidences.

Wheat Export commission. On
the Sunday before Harold Sias-
sen started college. there were
in all the local papers, the first| ' Theee are the subjecis Harold
pictures of the earlhquake in|Siassen took—mark them well:
Japan. And in Bulgaria, revoll|Rhetoric, public speaking, argu-
was {laring, Sofin was under|ment and debate, Spanish, Eng-
giege and Communist posters|lish, introduction to palitieal
were urging the people to arise!seience. American government,
apd proclaim a general strike.!administrative law, municipal

which the 1,200 graduates of
the June class of 1827 were
e enter. |

Nations Hopeful of
Naval Reductions ;

Harold Stassen retiurned fio
the University to study law. |
When he completed that train-
ing in 1829, Herbert Hoover
wag President of the United
Stater, It had just been an-
nounced that Ramaey MacDon-
ald ‘would vigit Washington in

contains signiticances

Truly, as President Coffman

the interest of armament re-
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