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ADDRESS REP!.. Y TO 

EXEC1J11VE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

AND REFER TO 

. ORANDmt 

NAVY DEPARTMENT 
WASHINGTON 25, D . C • 

ft'OIii,: Captain Stassen • 
• To ' : . 'l"£16 Soere-ta.r7 of tb-e Navy .. 

Subject: 

1. As d1rected~ I confBt'red with COl':!'lmOdore v~ 
!'egard.1ng awards and decorations ,and t~~e.£ter with CAPtain 
V~s:seler. 

2. I do not eonslder' ~t there is :any JustU1eatlon 
for the eompla.int that Re~erve officers as. a whole wers not 
decorated for ~he1r exceptional acts of heroism or serviCe on 
the Stmle ~latl ve basis as the Regular o:fficers. It 1a only 
IUltural and right that thnse incoSlmS:;ld of' aMps on ha.zardous 
combat tt1~s1ons shoul.d. be decorated ·and these ofi"1eers of 
course l1!,ith rare exceptions ere the ~f.!II'6.' But apart from 
t:r.ds# r believe, the awards were given for indiv1dual action . 
regardless of' the, R$serve or eguls.r status- ot t .!:le officer. 

-
. 3. .f. do believe, ho · !Vsr. that the a:vy not 

81 ven awards to' its enl.isted p$rsonru:)l to the degree tbat 1 t 
should., It 19 frequently' d1ff1.cul.t. to select the outst:and1ng 
enlIsted personnel wr..o pert'ormed exceptIonal serviee' whicb 
war~"lte recognition. But it 13 ~..everthelaas ·~ery important 
t~ t this be done. I t . Ia or course rather . 'late to reconsider 
any phase, of' s.wa.rds. But! woUld SUB st consideration of a. 
dl~tlve, to all oommanding ot"i'1ctU'S to ·the. en-act tl'lat ~ 
it Is racQgnlzed that navu servie-e and the matming of sh~pe 

. by- its very fl..a.ture tends" to be a c1ose~y knit team operat1on~ 
tlith each man TZho is &ll trained pe.rforming excellent Gerv1ee, 
neV'Grthe~e8S 1t 1a important that the enlisted personnel. who 
stand out .for pert'omanceof" exoeptionally mer.t.tonoWl service 
end :ror indiVidual. heroi.sIn and leer1~rsh.1p :s}'l..ould be proPfJrly 
rewtU'dad. and directing that all eo.mmand1;ng o.rficors ·.m review­
ing the wertJ.me record of their p9'l"S-onnol g1ve special thought 
and consideration t 'o thIs factor and 1IlIke- appropl"1ate recom-
mendati ons or ·e.wards. . . 

4. Commodore V~ alao cClliPlains tba t It 4 :!.r&-
possible to rind oui; at Bu.Pershat baa h..appenlKl to awards tbnt 
have been tumed down by boards of awards wJ.th the various fioats .. 
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:rt bea Dot; ooe-n required that any record or awards rejected be 

• forwarded to BtlPer$. Of" course the eommand!.ng o.ffieer eoul<i 
haw and should hltve ntfl.~ a notati.on on the rcspaet1ve t1tMas 
reports as to th-e :tetter rooo~c11ns the. 1nd1v1dual for-.en 
award. I doabt wbethe~ this was dane toerry grent extent .. 
osually the attitude as to awa1 ttbo aetj.on of' tte board (it 
awards. · It would Q,p~ that the ~t that an ofneer's com. 
msnd.1ng of'f'1eer l'"eeo!:!:1ll1eIlded h.1m t-o.r- an s.m...-d 1s en item worthy 
or appearing in tho ot'£'1cept s jaclmt evan though th& awal*d 
1tsel.f wes not. granted., I there.tore: suggest that eons!dcl'Ation 
be given to directing all. botU'ds or award to £orwal'd lists of 
awards rejected. A s1tnp~e to.tement of the award recommended • 
the dates of the duty for U'hich thaaward ·as proposed. and the 
nogatj. ve decision or the boerd ' of awards.. This will be. e SiZe­
abl~ elerical task. but I J;lol-tlve it is WCtrthwb1l.e and ma::; alSQ 
uneover awe or the uea.tr e ,}!ld.strlltlon in the, $:a.Ply de.,;,-a 1n 
the &Vlartl$ boards., 

5. Uot:nJdozoeVardaman also tates that tOOl'e 1$ a 
tendency tio gra..'lt ~ to h1$#t-~ Regular :. yY o..f:fl.eers 
-qpon their detachtrlentl! even thoue.h they hays. done a mediae 
or one~ally unse.t.1s.factery job. :rtd~l i s a. po1nt on wh.1-eb ! 
em not in a position to jl.ldge except to say toot I did not ob­
oorve _.any such tendeu.c~ in the .. utb Pacific or with too !t'hird 
Ii'leet~ a.."ld to furt,ner (}Oc"1!'"clent that ! doubt the qu.all.ltoati..on of 
anyone to· pass .j'uclsment cn the menterious nature ocr the 
service of . m QTf1eer hav:fne a posit:1on cf .. jor responslbl11ty~ 
execpt 1:..1).05& fao t:e-'re 1'..13 superi.ors at the t!m& he performed 
the taskS. !).lrlng the .ar these taaKs. WGre much' more comPlleatad 
and involved than the c~ual ol:ls$rver might tb1n!r. 

6.... A$ to CemtlOdo:'6" V'~'a other conpltldnts on 
a:wards~ and those fro!3 other sOUZ"Ce$. 1. would'Ugg$St tbat it, 
be. routine practice. to reque.s t tJ::J.sepee1f'1e n.an'8 and set-tal. 
number ;:;£ tbe in41rtdual . invo1 ve.d. the pono 0_ t~ rem WhiM 
it was thoUSlt that the indlv1dnal should have reoe1ved an award. or 
wrut recommended for an sw.ard", end the CQ1mlimd t .O hteh he . $S 
attached at that t1m&. 1b1D. 1t'1l.1 permIt the beclng or the' 
ease even though. it 1~ neceS$81"T t-Q writs to the . app-l"Oprlate 
naet or area command. T".nere J;J entlrel.y too mtmh1nd1.c&t1.on 
of a te-lldsne:r teo genera11ze hom a few spec1.f1c cases.. 'l"he 
best solution is to check t ... l.e exact fact. of the Ind1vidual. CflScSe. 
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ADDRESS REP\.. Y TO 
EXJtCUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

AND REFER TO 

MSMORAI .LiW 
From: 
T<l : 

Subjec.t: , 

NAVY DEPARTMENT' 
WASHINGTON 25. O . C. 

18 October 1945. 

Captain Stassen. 
The Secretary of the Navy. 

Island Commands, and Island Governments. 
. 

1.. As directed I conferred with Admiral McCrea 
ar& Admiral Bieri on too subject of iSland command and island 
government and island planning .. 

2.- Under tbe~Vis.ed organization of the OiY1ce of 
Chief or Naval Operations I the of rIca of the V:1ee ClUef of 
r~e.val Operations, OP- 09 , is the point at which plans ;f,or too 
islands of th~ PaeU'le as to both their military use and theip , 
civilian governments shou1d be coordinated in the :final ins,tanee. 
To a. major degree' of course t...'L:!.e 00..10, for dm1n.i$tration, OP-02 , 
and. ACN'O- for Island Governments~ OP-22" will ~ordinate directly 
'ill:!. to. N ,. Log.in t 10 Plan.s., OP- 40., 

3 '. I consider 1. t to be important that the pJ.s.ns of' 
all ty-pes for each i.sland and group or l.sI.ands~ 1nnluding the 
PUL"lS for the ei vilian .. opula:t1cnt- even though smaJ. __ ' and for 
economic prob1.ems 0 f the islands, be eoord.1nated and brou.gp.t 
together' unde~ one cover as th;e pla..~ for Isla."ld. If 
~,,!is 1s net done th..ere is, a definite possibIllty of t h e sol1:.t­
ting of administration of various !J'ooses 'of too problems. on a 
single iSland by the departments of' Federal goveI"!:lmE)nt .. In 
vleVl o£ thel small numbers: or people involved on moat ot' the 
islandS and t he prado!!li.."lant military and Naval - problems,. .t:Jny 
suell splitting of jurisdietion would he very un1"ortrinat.e.. I 
consider that it can be demonstrated that in the past Naval ad­
ministration o£ Ulands and is.l.and peoples h8$ ae17.lall~ been 
superior for t h e 1nhabi tant Sf . wel.fare . The" vy should not: !I 
how-ever~ rest only on its r-eeord. or the past,~ but shotUd show en 
slertness 1n fUtu.re planning end anticipating tr..testions that 
will be raised. Sp.ecifieally .. each island eommande-r should ~.ave 
on his at,aft" 'a. reasonably senIor ryft1cer' experieneed and trained 
i n lTaval mill tary government., 

H.E.S.> 



16 October 1945 

CAPTAIN STASSEN 
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J.F. 

MR. FORRESTAL. 
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CAPTAIN STASSEN 
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J.F. 

MR. FORRESTAL. 
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Captain Stassen ------------------ --------------------------------------......................... . 

M.F.C. 

!fR. FORRESTAL. 
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- ADDRESS REl'L Y TO 
EXECUnVE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

• 

Subject: 

NAVY DEPARTMENT 
WASHINGTON 25, D . C. 

26 October 1945. 

Oaptain Stassen. 
The Secretary of the lIIavy ~ 

General Court"..1lart1.al case: of CePe1 an(f~ 
Ml1ton~ md ''rempldns (Se.1pan 1'!l'Urder case). 

1. As directed .. I have- review$d the proceedings 
in thls ease and subml t my reac.~lons" 

2 • There ia abso~utely no q'.Je-stlon of the guilt 
of t he three def'endant$. Eaeh gave complete e~nresslon,s 
which were thoroughl" eorrobomted and substantiated bya 
mass of" independent evidence. Each or the th...""ee, raga.ro­
la.as of color,. would have been found guilty in civilian 
courts of' i:!lUrder and in m-:my states, regardless ot colar,. 
would have received gPeater punlshmentthan the li~e-sen-
tenee$ they are serving. -

3. ! have ma.de no eti'fort to stndy the le aJ. 
question or limitation on e.ourt-~rtial proce~~ and 
assume that in due course t::ts Juege Advocate 1eneraland 
the Attorney ueneral _1 .... rule on th1.s po!n~. . If.,. hO\"J­
ever, ~lere 1s any question v~ the jur1sd~Qtion of a Naval 
oQurt- martial over pers~~el on the beaCb under these 
eireurnatalcea, it should be promptly eorreetea by approp­
riate . SS'll-T>eS. 

HA.liOLD E. STASSEN . 

DEC LA<.'<.' I flED. 
¥i"1/, "If 

Authority fl 
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