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should annoy the family I would appreciate it if she would call 
the Dureau and .... e dll take care of the situation for her just 
the same a s if y ou were here . 

ER :EH 

Be st of luck, and wi th k ind personal regards , I am 

erely your~ 

Elden Rowe , 
Superintendent 
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135 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET 

TELEPHONE FRANKLIN 7300 

CmCAGO 

May 14, 1945 

Lt. Commander Harold E. Stassen 
Great Lakes Naval Training Station 
Great Lakes, Illinois 

Dear Commander Stassen: 

Last night I had the pleasure of reading the 
first installment of your current article in the 
Saturday Evening Post. I want to congratulate you 
on it and to express my gratitude to you for having 
the courage to write as you did. I share your feeling 
thoroughly, and I am grateful that it is expressed in 
a magazine of the wide circulation of the Post. You 
have again performed another patriotic service. 

I hope you are finding your experience in the 
Navy interesting and that you are to be used in a 
manner fully challenging to your ability and leader­
ship. 

With very best personal regards, I am 

yours, 

WFjr:HHII 



EVERETT M. DIRKSEN 
16TH DISTRICT ILLINOIS 

WENDELL E. CABLE 

SECRETARY (:ongrt~~ of tbt Wnittb ~tatt~ 
~OU5t of Rtprt5tntatibt5 

mta~bington. J). (4:. 
",lay 15 , 1943 

Co~nander Harold stassen , 
U . f- . i~ . R., 
~rea t La1,ce s lfaval Trainin '7 Station , 
Great ~akes , Illinoi~ . 

Lear narold. : 

.Your art.Lcle in this weekI s ~atur c' ay .L~veninr; 
.)ost see ns to nave rune tl~e bell and I have heard 
co siderable favorable co~ent . I preslli~e these 
are busy GaJ s for you and trus t that you find the 
nava l service entirely congenial • 

.. ith every gooe. \Jish . 

Sincerely, 

COMMITTEES: 

ApPROPRIATIONS 

DISTRICT OF COUJMBIA 

~.A·~ 
'::verett i ii . Dirks en ~ 



GEO. C. JONES 
sao NORTHWE8 TE .. N BANK .UILDINQ 

MINNEAPOLIS . MINN . 

May 17, 1943 

Lt. Commander Harold E. Stassen 
U.S.N.R. Great Lakes Naval Training Station 
Great Lakes, Illinois 

My dear Harold : 

I am very glad to receive your note. Thank 
you very much for your nice expressions. I shall, as 
I have told you on a number of occasions, use my very 
best efforts to avoid any confliction. 

I read your article in the Po st with a great 
deal of interest, and wi 11 look forward to reading the 
next one. There will be a 8reat deal of very favorable 
comment on this article 

Things are moving along all right in the political 
office and our nlans are commencing to unfold. 

A few men were invited to have luncheon with 
Governor Landon yesterday. It was a very interesting 
two hours. Senator Orr and Lt. Gov. Miller were among 
those present . Herb Parks gave the luncheon. 

I realize what a change your new situation is 
for you and appreciate the difficulty you might well have 
in fitting into it. I am equally sure that it isn't going 
to take you long, and again I say "I'm more than proud of 
you." Good luck. 

GCJ:LH 
P.S. I am sure you cannot carry on a co res dence with 
all who would like to hear from you occas ly, but if 
you could drop me a note occasionally I would be much 
pleased. However , I will keep in touch with you through 
Governor Thye, Dr. Radabaugh, or Lester Badger. 

G.C.J. 
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May 11 , 1943 

Lt . Commander Harold E. Stassen 
Great Lakes naval Training Station 
Great Lakes, Illinois 

Dear Harold, 

'vas very sorry not to have been here to say IIgood- bye ll 

to you. I have been spending considerable time on the Alaskan 
Highway and got back to late . Enclosed herewith is a little 
clipping that explains what I would like to say and not being very 
good at words, wish that you would read this because it expresses 
exactly what I would like to have said to you. 

In my humble way, Harold, I will continue to do every­
thing that I can with the counties and township officials in the 
State to keep your name in front of them and you do the fighting 
for us and some day '''hen this old war is over, you, Bill Linds­
meire and the rest come back , we may all be together again. 

All I can do is ,.,i sh you good luck and God be wi th 
you, I know he will . 

Sincerely, 

George T. Ryan 



.~ ... 

I F artle ell to Stassen < . • 

. the MIlwaukee Jo1J1'Dal 

GOVERNQij. · . TASSEN, as . he said' "he w.ould 
when he 'c paigned for 're·election last fall, 

has reSigiied his office to . enter the navy. The 
example of this .young governor will reach be~ 
yond the boundaries. of Minnesota. Married, with 
a son, he, thinks his ·place is in the ' fighting forces 
of his country. 

There : wilI be 'some small minded persons, of 
'" course, who will say that this act of. Minnesota's 

governor is a political gesture. They said that of 
our own Mayor Zeidler when he joined the navy. 
No one says it any more. · . 

If_ ~~_~,~ ltcill.~~.ges1ure.,Jpr a man in pubUcJ~e~ 
to vol~~el'; ,. Plan Who coUlel be. eXcus4lC) ~th. I 

out question;' When he takes an enormous risk for 
a -very doubtful . advantage.. Harold' E: ' Stiliuen" 
had lie ·stayed in" civilian life, wa!l '·sure 'of "a brfght· 
future. . When a man· .puts on the uniform of his . 
countrY's"'riillitary forces, nothing is sur~ The 
cr~tics' who cry "politics" are probably not among 
those who have chosen the · risk. 
Gog£lJ~. io Governor Stassen! 

• " '~ ·-..;;.;_ ._ .... I ...... ';OO". :;-~· • - .-=· ... .....:_;.t ........ ·'I •• _ • .. - •• .,. • 



D~ . T . ...l . WILLIAMS , 

UNIVERSITY BLOG.,GOI DAVIS ST., EVANSTON 

Lt . Com. Harold E. Stassen , 
Great Lakes, Illinois. 

Dear Commander: 

30 N.MICHIGAN BOULEVARD. CHICAGO 

May 19. 1943 

May I take your time long enough to 
read a let~er indicating appreciation of your United 
Nations Programme as outlined in the two articles in 
tne Saturday Evening Post or' this and last week. 

II 
I I 

/ ;. 

The broad plan outlined is surprising 
in its comprehension ruld the amount of thought given it. 
Your returl ing of Nationales to help rehabilitate and 
reo rgani~e a government in Germany and the other coun­
tries which we hope will again soon be functioning, is 
new as far as I have been able to see in any other plan. 
In tact. there are so many new details introduced into 
your plan that I f eel i v would be well worth while to 
have tne article put out in pamphlet form, like Wendell 
Wilkie 's "One World" pamphlet. There certainly would 
00 a demand for it ann the more this idea is spread, the 
bet t er for all concerned. 

On the whole , I want to congratulate 
you and wish to indicate my desire to subscribe to your 
ideas and help promulgate t hem in every way that I can. 



J.A.O.PREUS 
VIOE PRESIDE!'.""T 

ES1:ABLlSlIED 1885 

INSURA1~CE 
1.35 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET 

TELEPHONE FRANI<:LIN 7300 

CmCAGO 

Lt. Commander Harold Stassen 
Great Lakes Naval Training Station 
Great Lakes, Illinois 

Dear Governor: 

May 20, 1945 

It is with much pleasure that I have read your article in 
the Saturday Evening Post, recommended it to my friends and 
had their warm approval of it. I congratulate you thereon for 
it is so sensible. 

By the way, when you are in Chicago I should like very 
much to see you. A friend of mine by the name of Christian 
Abrahameson is possibly the outstanding portrait painter in 
the country at this time. He did Governor Phillip of Wisconsin 
and Governor Kohler as well in excellent fashion. He also 
painted President Van Hise and one other President of the 
Uni versi ty of WisconSin, together with a large number of 
professors there. He has painted many of the outstanding 
citizens of Chicago, including such men as Mr. Legge, formerly 
President of International Harvester and Mr. furnham who, as 
you know, was our greatest architect and laid out the park plan 
for the City. It has occurred to me that you might like to see 
a portrait of Senator Shipstead and one of myself which is in 
his studio a block from the restaurant Kungsholm, and if you 
have a moment's time when you come here I would be glad to 
get a ring from you. Wi th best personal regards and hoping 
you are well, I am 

Yours truly, 

JAOP:HHM 



Dear lied, 

JAMES ELIAB PERKINS, M. D. 
S41~N-Wm:aoc~tJa 

DELMAR, NEW YOR~ 

12 Douglas Road 
May 21, 1943 

1 run quite as surprised as you are that this letter is being 
writt,en. t is due to a series of circumstancesJ among which are the 
facts tha"t 1 have recently read your review of Ilendell .Jillkie' s "0ne 
Ijorld II in the !~ ..3W fork fimes, the report on Yo:J.r farewell to your 
Jovernor's job as reported in Time, and your two recent artivles in the 
!:)aturda.y J!}vening Post. 'l'his plus , 1 f-Jar, a slight delerium fr,om 
the "flu" caused me to dream about you. It was a very vivid dream, a.nd 
caused me to muse upon it for some time after I hs.d "wakened. Even then 
a letter would not have re3ulted if it hadn't heen that whi le I am 
convalescing 1 have a little leisure time, for I:;he first time in over a 
year ; and now that yo, are in the l~avy the th9ught occurred to me perhaps 
you aren' t quite as busy as you have been ald might actually enjoy a 
letter from eva-rather r emote acquaintance. One further consolation 
to you may be thai:; if you bother to wade through this letter to the end 
no answer is indicated ~or e~ected. 

he dream to which 1 referred above wa.s very serious , intense 
and short. I NaS pleading with you : IIBut Red, can't yo\.( see that we have 
got to 'e I; .toga t,her right away 'iii th all the othe r men in the Vlorld in 
their thirties, as you and 1 are . 1~~~¥ lfhe ones who are doin~ the 
rea. ly important rUrelin", of things 'n~ool( at the ages fi J1k:ie gives in 
his interviews in 'Une .Iorld ', especially in ussia. ,'e are the ones 
who must guide th~ post\var peace plans; those older than we botched the 
last job and we mustn't let them do it again, those younger than we 
have nO memory vall of the last fOrld war and the immediately su 'ceeding 
avants. fhis new su pe r world government must be a governnent of the 
people, of us, p~1ticularly of those of us in our age group , not one 
of elderly nationalistic diplomats . B.lt first we have 60t to get 
together, and how are we ~oing to do it'l How am I , a physician 
employed in the MW lork ::i '" e Health Departmen'c, Going to be able to 
let men of my abe in Kassia, in Jn~l~nd, in nolland, in Poland, in China 
know that I feel as int nsely as tney the necessity of our gettin 
to ether and s aying;, , ~:.:lougn of thi s natioh4f istic nonsense I .le are all 
fundamentally the same; we have the SM.e love for our parents , our wives , 
our children; 'we want a dec~nt, comfortable nome Vi, can 'call our own; 
we want a job, one with di nity, safety, socuri·ty, 1nd re s onable compense -
tion; ~le ',ant the advantages of preventive medicine and public health, and 
bood medical care ,.,hen we become ill; we enjoy sports; ','/e have many other 
things in comnon; He may speak different lanouages, hsv~ different colored 
skin, 'n d takin; uur nations as a whole there may be differences in the 
averaoes concernin6 c ~ rtain u lities, but these average differences are 
measurable only i:1 fractions me::ming nothino in the lig;ht of the wide 
range exhibited by each group in each quality. Basically we are 
the sa.:meJ Our common i!:;erests dofi itely do nJt i'101u e 'ar ; _'r 
fed up with the repetition of these unnecessary di> asters . ,{e must . get 
together, therefore, as the people of the original colonies of the United 
States oot together to create a govern.rnent which will put a stop ·to 
such wars.' But I can't do this, lied; you have got to do it for me! Iou 
and others like you here in th", United r:3tates and in t"1es J other countries 
'. ho through abilityMWi ~ood fortune find yourselves in poSitions of leader­
ship and authority have got to do it for the thousands upon thousands of 
us who are your cohotts and feel as intensively and sincerely as you 
about th3 matt~r but who are not i n a oosition to be aole to translate 
our feelings into l1A effective action as 4 QU are I" 



June 7, 1943 

Dear Governor, 

I suppose I should call you Lieutenant Commander, but I 
guess you will always be "Governor" to ma, even when the day comes that 
others will be addressing you ~. President". 

Enclosed are one week's gleanings from the news. I have 
tried to confine myself Rretty much to local stuff, but occasionally 
have slipped in a syndicated piece which I thought you might have 
missed in your papers there. Most of the items bear chiefly on your 
former field of operations, and the state government. Not much gossip 
is included. If you would like a shift in the emphasis, you need only 
say so. 

I did have a couple of Chenay's philosophic Tribune pieces 
put away, bU8 some overzealous cleaning woman got away with th811 over 
the weekend. Since I turned over a new leaf and have been keeping my 
desk as clean as a new snowfall, I have a devil of a time hanging on 
to anything that is left on the top, unattended, if even for a moment. 

Things go fairly smoothly here. Ed's tour of commencement 
speeches was a tremendous success, not because of what he said but be­
cause of what he did. He said the same things he always has, but his 
manner of operating in each of the towns was beautiful. BrowerVille, 
a good example, was reported in detail by Bassett, who said that the 
speech was as usnal but his solicitude for each of the persons engaged 
in the prograin, down to the very smallest Boy Scout in the color guard, 
endeared him to the citizens of that Todd County metropolis for all 
Yime. (Incidentaliy, I discovered in looking up some tdstorical materi­
al for these appearances, that Dick's great-great grandfather, John 
Bassett, was the first white man in what is now Browerville, he having 
arrived there in 1865.) 

I went to hear Ed Memorial Day in Minneapolis. The speech 
was not particularly inspiring. Be did pick up a few of the things 
I had given him about the historical background of the day, but gener­
ally he did not vary an awful lot from his standard speech nor was his 
organization much better than usual. General tenDD of the reaction, 
which is not particularly un heal thy, was expressed by the chairman of 
the meeting who .aid, "Ed, perhaps the niCest thing that we can say a­
bout you is that you are one of us." 

Last evening I heard him speak to the congregation of Gloria 
Dei Lutheran C~rch (where Bernhard and I attend), on the occasion of 
the 35th anniversary of that church. He delivered a nice little talk, 
stressing the importance of church training in the building of good 
Citizenship using as one example the lack o~ it in cases he reviews as 
a member of the pardon board. He has difficulty expressing his thoughts 
clearly, some of the time, but it is a good sign to see him picking up 
these thoughts as he operates the state government and using them in 
speeches; I think it is a policy that will grow on him. 

So generally things go along fairly smoothly. ~d is still 
scheduling himself a little heavier than he perhaps should, but that, 
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after all, is his own decision; so long as his appearances '0 not suf­
fer too much for lack of preparation, so long as there is not too much 
quality sacrificed for the sake of quantity. 

I have heard a couple rumbles from labor; v,ery tenuous as 
yet, but I am going to recommend to Ed that he start scheduling a few 
meetings with the boys, which he has not yet done. Likewise, there has 
heen a little of the usual griping among department heads, not vastly 
different than it 1Ilways was, which the department head meeting on the 
18th of this month will probably help to dispel. 

The other day Ed forgot his car, and asked me for a lift 
downtown. I told him I'd be glad to take him, "if be didn't mind 
riding in a ItIax dis.htegrating '35 FD~d." He was almost insulted: 
.'IDe you think I've changed;f" he asked, and hastened to demonstrate 
that he hadn't by riding downtown with me despite the constant danger 
to his dignity and life and limb. As that spirit spreads around, more 
and more, the relations will tend to be good. 

Along the same line, Ed is still visiting regularly in North­
field, where he is prone to appear on the street Saturday night just 
as always. He waits his turn at the barber shop; sometimes there are 
as many as three or four ahead of him. He goes into Charley's hamburger 
shop as always; "It's right on Main Stl~eet; they can't help seeing you 
sitting on the stool in there." 

He and Myrtle, Harold and Iantha came over last evening after 
the church meeting for icecream, cookies, and coffee, and we had a pl'eas­
ant little discussion. Ed's description of being in a bad spot ~litic­
ally; They've got you by the tail with a downhill pull. 

We plug along. John Lyons has been attacking Bernhard on the 
old age increase, charging the intent of the x.xx legislature was to 
raise everybody ten dollars; Be sent him a letter, finally, aft·er making 
the charges in public, and released the letter to the press at the same 
time Bernhard received it. Bernhard pulled a ~ "Stassen" on him 
in replying (you remember your answer to Martin Nelson last summer); sent 
him a brief not. acknowledging receipt of the l&tt,er, and referr,ed him 
to a press release issued about a month ago in which the matter was 
very clearly stat,ed; That was ' a week ago; Lyons has been quiet since. 

I had an intereBting little 
ing; ended up with a few things to do. 
wi th the 11 ttle f ,ellow. 
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_ luna 14, 1943 

Dear Governor: 

Enclosed are another week's gleanings. There is one clip which 
c~e in the mail from Seattle, which Vi asked me to send along. 

today _ 
The momentous e£ection in Minneapolis takes placel Concensus of 

the people we talk to is; Kline will be re-elected by a relatively small 
majori~y. A conservative council will be chosen. Nobody agrees on the 
schoolboard fight. A light vote is ex~ected, of course. 

It was most unfortunate that Mrs. Chris injected herself and the 
state administration indirectly into the fight. Halloran had already done a 
piece saying that the word had been ~assed do~~ the line from here to our 
people that we wanted Kline back in, which hadn't taken much hold, but when 
Krs. Chris went out on a limb it brought us pretty definitely into it in the 
minds of many people. Now, if it does go Humphrey, it's a slap to us by 
the peo~le of Minneapolis. Bowevef, as things look now, it wouldn't be ser­
ious for Edt s cause. A line up of Humphrey as an 11'-L candidate, McDonough 
as the Democrat, and:Ed against ttem in '44 would be dUCk. soup_.' 

_ 1 

=- ot erwise the si tuationremains much the same. The office is moving 
along 1IX quit~ quietiy • Ed goes to the Rang~ today--he plans to back alone 
into the mines as he did before election , shaking hands and bsing with the 
men. It's a good move. Then he returns for an L.A.C. meeting, ~ld leaves 
on Saturday for the Governor's Conference at Columbus. From there he plans 
to go on to Washington. 

His plans for the Governor's Conference call for being fully ~ed 
on the Agricultural situution. Apparently, it is the only ~ajor matter about 
wHch he expects to prepare himself, 'ana I am in tLe process of gathering 
information. hS you notice by the clips, he went out on the "rollback" prob­
lam the other day, which is okay inasmuch as it only pointed out the inablity 
of the creameries to carry the -financial load on the subsidy, without getting 
tangled up in the much more complicated major '-iuest ioll of the subsidy-rollback 
tLeory as a whole. ' 

:Elmer Meinz and Leon Groner~ were in the other day--and lit into Ed 
on a couple counts--mainly failure to k~'p tis promise -to U check -,with them 
on matters affecting labor. He re-e.ppointea Nick Delmon't wi thout l~tting them 

,know that it was gOing through, as he had specifically prOmised to do, nor bad 
he notified them as to his cr~ice for a date for the first of a s~~­

ings. '.lohe -result was good--he asked them to keep closer in touch with him, 
and he set dates for the first two meetings. The first is sched.uled for 
Winona~ Tuesday, the 29th, and the next in Itlte l~ly. Elmer and Leon rsported 
the the f'imoee had sagged considerably during the legisla.tive session, but 
expect that a little work ' will put them back in order. Groner and Meinz have 
asked me to keep in toucb with tharo--act as a sort of weather vane for then 
up bere--and I have ,so agreed. They, on the ot her hand , want me to- sit in on 
al~ the meetings, whioh I shull do subject to Ed's tl¥~roval • 

........ '" I thought you would get a kick out uf the story about Vic johnston 
enclosed, as we did, because of t he misleading headline--"Vic lohnston ax Ex­
plains ••• " I told him that by tee looks of the picture, it ~QS probably to 

1tplain t~w he graduated fram College, i tseeming to be r.eminiscent of t hat 
of his Ufe. 

Nor did I enclose the story on re-orgunization of the Social Welfare 
Division Bernhard havin said he sent it to you previously; 
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The newsreels of you in service have been sham,ng at local theatres 
the last few days. I h~ve not seenl than (not bein~ movee fan) but I am . 
thinking of relaxing my rule against them to see your~ace again. In the mean~ 
time, others have been commenting on them, and saying that the allplause has 
been loud and spontaneous. ~--

Perhalls I am getting out of my department on this. I have talked to 
Ed tentatively about the new llrogr8Ill whic~~ c~e to -our attention by a . 
memo:yo cten..t Uj,; during the 1.egislati va session which is supposed to be fin­
ancec:f ~ tll Bllelinan money. Our information seems to be incanplete--I had a long 
talk with Chailquist and he told me all he Knew about it, but it isn't clea~ 
i~ my mind whether we should move next in the ap~ointment of a director or 

- whether we should hear first from tne gentleman in Washington wto-tu .... xx 
wrote the letter saying the funds would be forthooming. Nor doss anyone seem 
to know the size of thEi grant or the extent of the program. 

r h<':lve taken an interest in it because I trJ.nk it is a 1'ield where a 
lot could be accom})li-shed, and in .ddi tion would cnrry on the reputation of the 
administration for forward looking admir~istrative procedure and d~velopment of 
clear tidministrative lines. Of course, Ed does not very much share that view-­
he's more af a pragmatist in administration. He had, for example, no symp'tr~ 
with your farm survey, us conducted by tbe DPMR~ saying he coula have called 
up the extension division and gotten the same thing. Conse~uently, I am some­
what a:fraid thut it might go by the- board. 'lhat II".ight be all l"igbt, of curse, 
but I think it woeld be better if it went ahead. If you ~ave any suggestions 
as to whether I s hould keep pusting it, and, if so I how, or whether I should get 
out of it and let it take it's course, they would be appreCiated. Understand, 
I do not want you to break your rule about ll~rtici1'tittng in the state's aff'airs 
atter you have gone; this is more m a -mattel' of' asking advice as to how I per­
sonally should conduct myself ana a request for information I aontt seerot to be 
able to find here. 

As for myself', I am lllugging away, still trying to get Ed to use a 11 t­
tIe of my speech material. I am also going to try and ex~ose myself to a little 
summer this year--Iast year it las gone before I knew it had come. Began yes­
terday by spending a Sunday in tbecountry, and plan to do the same trdng in 
two weeks. Bernhard .ends bis regards. 

-
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EARL CHRISTMAS 724 Pionm Building ST. PAUL, MINN!j:SOTA 

Lt. Cdr. Harold E. Stassen, 
5th Batt. A 8, 
Fort Schuyler, 
New York 61, N. Y. 

Dear Harold: 

June 14, 1943 

Here are the two editorials from 

the Milwe.ukee Journal wi th reference to the 

articles in the Post. 

Yours very truly, 

EC/bb 
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STASSEN FACES FORWARD 

"The people know tha t winning the war mus t be first. They also know 

t hat the airplane, the radio, mass production and other advances of modern science 

require a forward step notl in the science of government." 

With these wordS, Harold E. Stassen, recently governor of Minnesota 

and now an officer in the navy, opens his second article in the Saturday Evening 

Post, boldly headed WWe Need a World Government." 

This is not the fomula of soma young visionary. Mr. StassEIl was 

elected governor of Minnesota, re-oleoted, re-elected again, each time with more 

enthUSiasm, by a state which approved his practical achievements. 

Stassen knows that progressives oombined 24 years ago with reactionaries 

to defeat our taking part in the moderate organization of the world then planned. He 

knows that wily politicians are today making a slogan for the unthinking, ~o super-

government." Yet he says: "I do not propose that as Americans we should place all 

our eggs in one int ernati onal basket. But the t1me certainly has come for us to 

place some of thEm there." 

stassen is, sometimes deridingly, called "young." But at 36 a man may 

have no small degree of maturity if he has used his mind. StassEm is three years 

older than was Thomas Jefferson when he wrote the Declaration of Independence. 

Stassen proposes a gove~ment developed from the starting point of 

the United Nations. It would have an assembly or parliament, midl in turn would 

choose a small council to perfonn the functions of an executive. This government of 

limited powers would function in seven major fields: 

1. Ta.porary administration of Axis, backward or disputed territories; 

2. Maintenance of a police force; 

,. Regulations of international airways; 

4. Supervision of sea gateways; 

5. Stimulation of trade; 
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6. Promotion of health and literacy; 

7. Enforcement thro~ a court of a basic code of just! ce. 

All this from a conservative Republican mo has ably crt ticlzed the 

administration of the last 10 years! Is it "radical" or "visionary" or something? 

Indeed, it reminds one of nothing so much as the decision of a convention called 

in 1787 to revise the Articles of Confederation under which the colonies had stumbled 

into independence. Instead of revision, that convention, presided over by George 

WaShington, wrote a Constitution. 

Governor Stassen faces the future and proposes that we stand up to a 

man's part in the world. He will not please those mo want the war \\On so that we 

can get back to the old-time business of "preserving our home market"--carrying on 

in the old w~ until we reach a new depression and ha.ve a new generation ready to 

fight another war. 

But, as we said of Stassen's earlier article, here is a man with 

beliefs, one who is ready to tell his countrymen mat he believes. Those who are 

sacrificing today in ways that cannot be made up to th8l1 Will give a hearing to 

leadership which proposes that we shall not this time repeat the mistakes of a 

quarter century ago. 

--THE MILWAUKEE JOURNAL 
Sunday, June 6, 1943 
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Stassen H~ a Program 
It is Harold E. Stassen's idea as a Repub­

lican that his party owes something-to the 
country first, secondly 'to itself. There are 
those, ·he says, who counsel that the party 
adopt a "safe" attitude, not committing it­
self 6n controversial questions. Their hope 
is that, in this way, it will fall · heir to the 
votes of those who, for one re~son or an:­
other, disapprove of the administration's 
program. 

Gov., now Lieut. CommanCler, Stassen is 
not of this way of thinking: In two impor­
tant articles in the Saturday Evening Post 
he has shown himself a man willing to stand 
for something, willing to be judged by what 
he stands for and not by what he might be 
able to dodge. To avoid controversial sub­
jects, he says, "may be a way for the party 
to win, though I doubt it. But it is certainly 
a way for the country.to lose." 

To go down the line with every one of Mr. 
Stassen's proposals is .needless. His articles 
are clear and to the point; nor are they too 
long. Surely they will be put out in pam­
phlet form and made available to all who 

. are thinking of America's future very seri­
ously. 

In his first article, dealing with the do­
mestic situatIon, this highly successful Min- . 
nesota governor states his belief in an 
environment . in which free enterprise, in­
dividual initiative and ingenuity Can pro­
duce. Second, he believes in a program of 
public improvements to make worthwhile 
use of any portion of our manpower not 
used by private enterprise . . Third, he says, 
there must be "an economic floor below 
which the living standards of no member of 
our American community will be allowed 
to fall." 

To. achieve these goals we must get on a 
basis of maximum productivity. This in­
cludes moderating the tax burden on pro­
ductive enterprise. It is not considered 
politically wise to say this, Mr. Stassen 
comments. But he says it. The reason why 
',e will be read and read again is that he is 
not being crafty or "politically ·wise," but 
plain spoken and out in the open, to a degree. 
which no other Republican leader discussed 
as .presidential material has approached. 

With the same franknesS, Stassen ap­
proaches the problem of labor. He wants no 
reactionary attempt to tear down the tem­
ple of labor, for : "Labor is not a commodity. 
Labor is people--men and women-fellow 
citizens." Nevertheless, labor must show 
increased responsibility. Stoppage of work 
should occur only through the free ballot 
of union members. Jurisdictional strikes 
should not be permitted. A national labor 
court should be established. 

There is more, a great deal more, in the 
first Stassen article. It is a platform' on 
which a party could stand, though few in­
dividual party membeI's would endorse 
every detail. 

This same forthrightness is carried 
through Mr. Stassen's 'second article, which 
deals with our international problem and 
which will be discussed here later. 

The important, the tremendously refresh­
ing, thing is Stassen'~ readiness to stand up 
and be counted. He is for a positiv~ pro­
gram. He is not afraid of the cars in saying 
what he thinks. People may accept or re­
ject his idea's, but everyone who reads will 
know what they are. Such frankness h~ 
been rare in our political history. It is rare 
today, though seldom has it been more 
needed . . 



NAVAL TRAINING SCHOOL (INDOCTRINATION) 
Fort Schuyler, The Bronx, New York 



MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historica l Society and its content may not be copied 

w ithout the copyright holder's express w ritten permis­
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for commercial or educationa l use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


	00202-00072-3.pdf
	Copyright_digitalversion.pdf



