SOUTH PACIFIC DAILY NEWS

ALL-SERVICE NEWSPAPER

September 2, 1944

Dear Commander Stassen:

First off, congratulations on the promotion, Commander, We learned
of it through the news dispatches.

Hope that you are fairly well settled in your new job by now, so am
writing to find out if there's any room for me in the organization - either
as editor or flunky of a 3rd Fleet newspaper, or some other capacity.

Am rather fed up with New Caledonim, especially since it lost a star,
fthen a man leaves his family and civilian 1life for a principle, he usually
expects to see a bit of action. Unfortunately, I have not yet had any, and
I'1l certainly consider it a waste of time -- these years awsy from home --
if all I've done is bask in the New Caledonia sun.

Shortly after you left Noumea, the letter on my recommended commission
as a 1lt. (je.g.) was put through the mill, It received a cold endorsement from
the senior member of the interviewing board, who was peeved because he wasn't
invited to the Daily News party; an oversight, by the way. So the Bureau
passed me by, ungently. That was enough to make me boil, of course, and for
a time had wild thoughts of trying to resign (if they permit enlisted men to
do that), and many other rash thoughts. Finally cooled off, however, There's
some consolation in knowing that the wer can't last forever,

- Will be grateful for anything you can do in the way of getting me
reassigned to the 3rd Fleet, with or without a furlough before reporting.
I'm sincere sbout wanting to tag along to Tokyoe...we Republicans have gotta
stick together,

Am trying to think of some news from hereabouts to make this
letter a little more interesting...eperhaps the fact that there's a new
2-star general, Gilbreath, known as the South Pacific Base Commander, success-
or to USAFISPA, may fit in that category. General Gilbreath has the gold
braid row gasping. First off, he ordered in all the jeeps and other vehicles.
Got 400 the first dsy, ended up with several thousand. He set up working hours
for his gang of officers, put a brake on the Pacific Hotel hours, ditto on all
other Army officers' clubs.

He also has plans for such things as covered movie theaters, fresh
milk for all hospital patients, physical training programs for officers, etc.
You can imagine how his personal stock is listed. Of course, the GIs love him.
I met him == beat him to the punch, in order to safeguard the News' wvehicles,
end liked him. He's got honest eyes (and, from a few things he said, a Republic-
an frame of mind).

Some of the life went with Admiral Halsey and his outfit. This is
just a vacation spot, to my wey of thinking., Jack Benny, Carole Landis & Co.
visited last week, but after Bob Hope, who was here a couple of weeks previously,
it was hard to work up enthusiasm. Guess the war has moved too far away.

Well, sir, have about run out of words for now; hope to see you soon,
and have the opportunity of working for ComThirdFlt. Respy yourss .. .

Fred E. Hamling, /~“
CY, USNR




September 2, 1944

Dear Harold:

I am down here in Madison in the state campaign headquarters and wiil
be here until after the Nov 7 election. I toid you about the deal in the
last letter., It seemed like one I snould accept so I resigned at the tourist
bureau, Ed and most of the local boys seem to think I made a mistake but
be that as it may it is all over now and I parted with them under quite friendly
circumstances. The last day I talked to Ed he was quite friendly although he
still wanted me to change my mind, Frankly I believe one t nat botners
nim as much as anything else is to gee the original§ gang leaving one by one.
He suffers somewhat from an inferiorty complex and takes some of these things
personal to himself, I had a littie talk with him on this very subject just
before I left. We were discussing a recent department head meeting which had
a few sour notes to it, principally injected by our insurance commissioner who
continues to believe that no one knows anything or does anything except himself
and expressee his views in quite a nasty manner, he should have been cracked
down hard and Ed was very tolerant with him,that may be alright,
But Ed continues to talk about the greatness of his predecessor and how difficulw
it is to fill that man's shoes, This was the supject #®)discussed as some
length with Ed, I told him #¥é## that he was Governor and was doing a swell
job and there was no need of feeling inferior apout it and that I was sure that
his predecessor wouid be one of the first to insist that he change this line
of talk especially when talking to the department neads wno knew both men,
This attitude no doubt wiii change when he gets elected on his own this Fall,

I came down here about a week ago and have & very pleasant set up., Tom
Coleman# ies one of the best fellows in the world and he and I get along swell,
He wanted to announce me as campaign manager and in fact discuesed the matter
wvith his executive committee and they agreed., I insisted however that I have
some lesser titie. I don't want to start off with some of tne local boya
shooting at me and the opposition calling attention to the foreigner in the
state., To ail intents end purposes however I have been given the direction ofi
the campaign. I went to Ghicago last week to a meeting cailed by Brownelil
and hie radio directors to discuss plans, Brownell was very friendliy to me and
said he would like to see me after the meeting, I drove over to his Hotel
with him and we had a good opportunity to taik alone, %‘he first tning I told
nim was that on your recent trip home you had specifically ordered that all of
thoee who supported you in the past shouid get behink his man to the fullest
extent possible and that our efforts should be whoily sincere and whole hearted,
I told kim that so far as I was concerned in Wisconsin I wae going to do every
thing possible to carry this state for hie man and so were the rest of the
HES peeple. He was very appreclative of these ##¥é## remarks and praised you
very highly., He asked me about Minn, and I told him to stay close to Ed and
listen to his advice #$### there. #4## In parting he urged me to keep in close
touch with him by letter and telephone and I am sure we have friendly relations
there,

You may be interested to know something about the campaign as it is
progressing,



The meeting at “hicago last week was for the discussion of radio programs,
These have already been laid out so it was just a matter of teiling us about
them, There were about 20 states represented and Geo.Jones nearly fell off
bie chair when they introduced Mr,Johnston of Wisconsin, H###f#Tney are going
to put on the most extensive radic program ever used by their committee. They
nave engaged ## radio men and ad agency men to draw up strictly professional
program. They has secured the best of talent in this respect although I am
still coossing my fingers just a little on where some of their political advice
came.i:om. I always distrust these glib agency men just a little in politics
they #ry to seil candidates llke they sell soap and wheaties. However here is
the dope. They have secured a great deal of time coast to coast on four
networks for the leading candidates, These spots #### are nalf hour #heés#
in length with the speach running about 18 minutes, this leaves lots of free
time sb the speaker wilil not have to be hurried or slow about his delivery,
preceding the speech a commentator will desctibe the crowd and build up for
the appearance of the candidate who wilil come on a few minutes after the program
opens, following the speech the program wiil switch to N.Y where leading
commentators will give their reactions and well as report on the rosy aspects
of the campaign in other sections, There are going to be two ¢ algn issues
1, Sidney Hillman (but no #######$6+8200 offending remarks to CIO) and the
Communists. 8. Tne fourtn term, Tne N,Y.Times once reported thatFDR said to
Hannegan before Chicago "Clear everything with Sidney" and they are going to
capitali ze on that $#### phrase and give the commi8s hell. My personal reactions
to this are a 1little mixed at present. It seems to be that the red issued is
outmoded and some dangercus to use. First many supporters of the New Deal
believe themseives to be and are good americans and will bitterly resent the
implicatione that they are communistic., further the sacrfices of Russion in
this war have somewhat ailayed the red scare . In other words I believe that
here are much better issues that can be used, Further in tne minde of the
eople Hillman took a licking at “hicago, However the boys are committed to
there program and discussed it with such a light in their eyes that I did not
wish to tell them I thought it was lousy and malle myself unpopular rignt from
the start. I did however suggest that I thougnht an attakk on the big city bosses
was something shat should be stressed and that more people ¥## knew Kelly
Hague and Pendergast and were hotter at them than at Hillman, As T said however
I may be wrong in this for they are going to geature the thing in the campaign
and for the present mian to use it as a major issue. ‘here have been a couple
bad snarls however this week, Warren spoke from Cal, on a national hookup and
the speech was mailed him from N.Y, with the Hiitiman stuff in - he took it
out and changed it materiaily, N.Y in the meantime had realeased their copy
to all the newspapers and much comment was caused by the change.### A few
days later the same thing hepped in & speech given ty Dirksen., Yesterday however
the committee met in “Ynicago and reaffirmed their faith in this attack and
the sentiment f#éfhbdit was emphatic to make it evem stronger agdind] the
reds, Maybe I am wrong but it seems thare are better issues and these hate
issuee are sometimes hard to handle especlally when carried on by the offical
commi ttee,

If you are interested I wiil keep you informed of how I am getting along
down here and such newe as you might care to hear about. 1 will be going to
Chicago at least once each week and will be going to the N.Y. headauarterts
within the nezt month, With kindest regards, I remain

: t
3 7 S

i“MH“U\‘CQ\L“ ki



DISABLED

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
MCMILLAN AND GRANDVIEW
JAMES L.MONNAHAN

NATIONAL COMMANDER CINCINNATI,OHIO
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Robiert 3. Koch
Lawyer
Aarshall Building
Northfield, Minnesota

September 15, 1944
Dear “arold:

It has been several weeks now sinee you heve been home, and I presume
that you are back with the fleet agein. I envy you. I would have liked wery nmch
to have seen you when you were home but there were so meny people that had to see you
and you had so little time with your family,that I did not feel that I should show
ups I knew only too well how it feels to come home, having just done so a matter
of months Before.

You will no doubt be interested in knowing some of the local politicsl
picture here. First of all let me sey thet some of the people that were with us in
the begirning are coming back in the fold, and it is like old home week. Ole Mahacheck
hes teken over the matter of raising the money for this commissioner distriict and
it is not just a little fun to see this fellow who has been out of the picture for
sagveral years start all over again, with the sasme old drive, and the sseme old spibit
that he showedin the esdy days of the lsapue. We ere to raise § 800 for campaign
expense here in Northfield, snd he heas already figured out where he is geing to get
the money. Many of your old friends thet dropped out of the picture when thers was
not too much for them to do have, told me that they would come backs e heve enoughk
promises to have a league here as lerge as it wes in 1936. It is just & matbter of
getting it going.

People here seem to ba taking to this men Dewey, and they feel that he
has something to himy Bven some Democrats are coming into the picture.

I suppose that Ed has told you that Bill Revier is getting along with
a2 progrem to rehabilitete the vets thst are coming home, and it is the hope that
every man will either have ¢ job or have something to do that will fit him for
civilian 1life when he gets back. This is & big job, end Ed and Bill are getting along
with it in great shape. I heard Ed give & talk at the Jegion Pest the other nite
and I could hardly believe my ears, that man is becoming & finished product, his
speech was great. Believe it or not, when he got through, even though the fellows
have known him for over 25 years, and aad seen him all along, they just whooped &nd
applauded for all they were worth, it was like nothing that I have seen for & Jong
time, thet wqgs surely a wise choicse that you mede there; but the thing that I would
like to know, s, how didd you know that he had it in him? If Earl had written the
speech, I would not have thought so much of it, but this was extempore, and without
even notes.

I doinot went to give the impression by what I have said here that the
pot is bbiling politically, becsuse it does not seem to be, but there is a rsther
strained ggrtlof political atmosphere, as if everyone was waiting for something teo
happen. I will not give Dewey much chance now, but somehow I feel that he is picking
up speed as he goes along ond that he has a chance to win,




I went to the Legion convention and found that noone there seems to have
forgotten you, and there were many that I heard say that they felt that you
could have won this election, and were disaaspointed in the fact that you were
not nominated. That was from many people who have not to my knowledge been
actively in your picture, and I pass it along to you for what satisfaction that
you may et from it.

Joe Finley is now working onsome proposals for veterans of W.W.IIL that
I wish you coud express an opinion on, I think that they are very good, and I
think that you would too.

§i is now up at Ferman and hss opened up his office there and seems to be
getting along fine. He had a pretty rough seige of it for a2 while, but he has
come to the realization that much of his tréuble was of his own meking and re-
elizes thet he camnot escape from his own shortcomings no matter how far he goes
or how much he drinks and that hes helped inmeasurably. He has some timbre in his
voice now, and I think that he is well along the road to rescovery. It is a shame
when afellow with all the stuff thet he has, lets it go to waste.

You might be interested to know what I am doing, so here goes. I have been
here now for about 5 months end I have far more business thah I ever hoped for, and
it has been good cleam business. The Lyndale Highwey is going through Scott County,
and Herold Levender and I together have 12 of the temnty pieces, end all of the
good big onss. Its fun to work with him, he certainly can talk to the scandies.
With this along with the other stuff, I have been kept very busy, not much money
but more than I ever hoped for. I have kept the Barber Board and in en effort tb
really esrn my money for a change, 1 have commencedisnd have proceeded along some
distance toward the end of indexing end annoteting their lew, so that when I gzet
through everyone will know whst its all sbout. I have not been able to find a
suitable house yet so Bdith and the kids ere sti 1 up in St. Paul, and L am room-
ing out. This I am getting tired of because I have been living out of a Barracks bag,
foot locker and & suitcase now for 1l months, but it will have to continus until
the deal is taken care of the way it should be. I have fine offices though, and
the people are just wond-rful. There is very little sin in the town, but I can' ¢
complain on that score, th&l kind of living is refreshing after seeing what booze
and womsn cen do to & darn good firiend.

: Politically I heve started at the bottem agein, and Red, I like it. It is
just like starting all over, I will have ths chence this time to avoid the foolish
mistakes that I made last time, and have the benefit of what I lesrned then. These
people want people who are 'willing to do whalt there is to do, and I have made the
rule thet I will do what I am capable of doing, and when I feel that the job is one
that some otherperson can do better than I can, I say so, in short I em & little

frog in a little pond, and if I ever outgrow thet it will bebecause I have earned it,
not sold soleone a book. I wish that you would give me some kind of a rule or somelhing
that you worked out for underststement and reserve, that is the toughest fight I have,
more than once I have caught myself sounffing off like I used to, and L had a hell of
a time pulling in my horns. Your " Bet's wateh this thing and see what develops "

has served me mors than onee, and welle Now if I could only get the other I guess

I would be satisfied.

I am the service officerocof the Posy and it is 2 great satisfation to be
helping the fellows in this position, you'd be surprised.

"ell I have taken up some of your time, so I' close, and hope that you cen

coila home soon.
Yo iend




Wednesday, Sept. 15th.

Dear Harold:

I've been wanting to sit down and do this every since you left,
especially so since I wasn't able to get out to the airport to

say "goodbye". It was so wonderful to see you, and you looked so
perfectly grand - if only you could have remained here. But it
does look good now, and with the European war coming to a close,

T don't imagine it will be so terribly long before we can consider
it a thing of the past

I've been just terribly busy on my work for the game and fish
committee, taking care of the kids, washing diagers, and trying to
get a2 little social life occasionally, that sometime I wonder if

it wouldn't be better to quit my job. It really is getting to be

a little bit too much to keep up the house and try to get canning
done. I Just got back from the committee meeting in Duluth last
night, We left Sunday and had & full day's meeting on Monday with
the sportsmen's groups and commercial fishermen around Duluth. Then
on Tuesday we went up 65 miles north of Duluth to Beaver Bay and had
a meeting with the commercial fishermen there. That one only lasted
until about one o'clock. Then Representative Omtvedt put on a nice
lake trout dinner for us, and we came back to Duluth and left on

the 4:30 train for home. It was very interesting and a lot of fun -
I enjoyed it a lot - but somehow or other it seemed wonderful to

get home just after those two days. I guess I always will be guite
the home body. Now, I've got the transeript to type up -~ which I
have been doing all evening, and in addition, I have the transcript
from a full day's meeting in St. Paul last week. 0f course, this
probably seems like small stuff to you, as I imagine a day's work
for you involves things that are a little bit more exertion - but

I guess I'm not as young as I used to be.

Senator Weber was at the meeting in Duluth and is very much wrapped

up in the national campaign. He asked me every day whether I

wouldn't please come down and work for him. He said He'd pay me
whatever I want, if I'd only come down there. He claims it would

be the most wonderful thing if they could sag that Harold's sister

was working for the campalign., I called Mr. Badger and asked him zbout
it and he thought it would be 0. K. if I wanted to, but, after thinking
it over, I doubt whether I could take it. I, of course, would still

keep my committee job, but when I think of someone else taking care

of Rowene, I sort of wonder whether it's worth it.

Roweme is getting so cute, She's five months old today, and I just
worship her. I Just have a funny hunch that she¥Yll never get &

spanking when she's naughty. Her hair is quite dark, almost black,

and she has great big brown eyes, and two little dimples in her cheeks -
they're not noticeable until she smiles - but she really has got them,

Rollin is going to Chicago for the company next week. He'll be gone
about four days, I believe. He's quite thrilled about it, because
it will be the first time, and he really feels quite important about
it. I get such a kick out of him, Last Sunday thelr company had a
picnic at Lake Minnetonka and we went for an hour's ride in the
comnany's Cris Craft Launch. It was a lot of fun. I only stayed
for a short time as I had to leave for Duluth at 6:00 o'clock. It
was nice, thoughf, to meet all the people that Rollin talks about.

The folks have been finishing up thelr work. They still have quite
a bit to pick. They've had a wonderful summer and I really am
proud at the way they carry on. I just can't see how they can work
so hard, but they both seem so very, very healthy and just love it.
When they would get the load all made at night, they both would
look so pleased., It's too bad that Rollin hssn't been able to give
them more help evenings, but he works so late at work and by the
time we have dinner, they are almost through. Dad's picture was /

in thé paper this morning as a judge for the Victory Garden Contest.

Euth Franz works for Mr. Torrison in the Consergation Department now. /
., ¥mxxx Earl, her husband, is stationed at Fort Leonard, Wood, and 15//

’ . -
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to be sent out the first part of November. He thinks it is with the
Army of Occupation. It's pretty hard on Ruth, with her two little
boys, and she just has to work.

I happened to meet Fred Hughes at the Capitol one day a couple of
weeks ago, and if he ever got & thrill in 2l1 his 1life it was when
you called him on the phone while you wxExh were here. He just
couldnt't get over it, and he said if ever there was a time when he
was at a loss for words, it was then, He said the fact that youm
called him so overcame him that he couldn't even talk. He's a
great fellow, and he certainly worships the ground you walk on.
Don't we all. ;

Florence Crawford is here from Californi@ on her vacation and spent
the day end night with me last Friday. She says that she has talked
to so many people in the plant down there that are so very interested
in you, and she tells me that when the baby was born, the picture of
Rowene and the nurse was in the Los Angeles paper.

Pete is working tonight and won't be home until about 11:00. It
seemes so quiet when the kids are sleeping and only a dripping faucet
it almost makes me scared. I'm such a fraidy cat anyhow when it
comes to staying alone. I don't know what I'll do when he goes to
Chicago - probably stay awake all night listening to see if anybody
is around.

I met Senator Dahle and Senator Rogers apd John Jemsvold while in
Duluth and they all asked about you. Senator Rogers gave us a ride
back from Beaver Bay and stopped on the way to show us Gooseberry
Falls and some of the other points of interest. He certainly was
just grand to us. It's a funny thing, of all the years I was up

at the Capitol, and the two er three sesssions that they had, I had
never met nor even rememberimxk seeing elther of those two Senators.
In faet, all the Senators, ie those two, and Senator Ledin and Weber
were kidding me about working there and walking down the hall with
my nose up in the air so that they didn't know whether they dared to
say "hello". I assured them that it wasn't because I was "stuck up",
it was because I was so terribly bashful and wouldn't know what to
say 1f they did talk to me. They got quite a kick out of thet, and
said that from what they heard me say the last few days, I seemed to
choose my words pretty carefully and usually had the right remark

at the right time - of course, that's all talk, but it amuses me to
hear some of the reactions of when I did work there.

Mr. Robinson, who sells rough fish for the Conservation Department,
tells me that he was one of the individuals who went on the Lake of
the Woods trip with you. I was quite surprised, because I hadn't
heard of him before. He is taking the committee on that same trip
now. I guess they plan on being back next Monday.

Bob is planning on going to night school this year, in addition to
his day school so that he can Jjoin the navy on his 18th birthday,
and have his high schools credits completed. Martha and Bill don't
think he should attmmpt to do that because it will be guite herd

for him and he probably won't pass all his subjects anyhow, but he
is so insistent that I guess that is just what he is going to do.

He worked all summer at Swifts and went to summer school besides.

I really am guite surprised at his ambition z2nd give him credit for
trying so hard. Billy worked at Elmer's store all summer and about
three or four weeks ago had some money saved and went down, all by
himself, to the Horse Auction at South St. Paul and bounght himself

a horse, It was so cute - he rode his horse up here to the house
and of course we went out and I told him it was a pretty horse and
everything., He leaned down and w®atted the horse's neck, and said,
"A1ll my life I looked forward to this day". and I guess he really
did, too. Every morning he comes out to the folks and goes for a
ride, cleans out the barn and takes care of it, It just doesn't

seem possible that those kids are so grown up. Bob has a girl fitend
at Hutchinson who he met at one of the Baptist Assemblies, and he goes
out to Hutchinson about every third weekend with some of the other
kids from church, to see her and wisi* This last weekend he left on .



Saturday and were expected back Sunday might. He didn't get back
until Tuesday night.

I talked to Andy a few days ago. He seems very much pleased with
his job, and I guess during the last couple of weeks he had a few
fscoops". They have let him go out on some of the better runs
occasionally, instead of just the ordinary stuff, and they have let
him write a few voliticals. He happened to bump into Staff King just
the day Staff walked into the Caritol and had an interview with him
that was exclusive. He was quite proud of that.

B/ Rollin just got home from work - he's hungry, and I guess I'll

have to make something to eat - and besides I really don't know

much else. This letter is getting too long, and possible uninteresting
anyhow. I never do know Just what to write to you. Sp, with all

the good wishes In the world -

Love

Violet.









Sept. 18, 1944,

H, E, Stassen, Cmdr., USNR,,
Staff - Commender Third Fleet,
Fleet Post Office,

San Francisco, Cal,

Dear Harold,

I saw Esther the other day, and she looked
Just as sweet as ever, a little uncomfortable perhaps from
a little hay fever, but other than that, she looked fine,
We see the children too, now that we get over to our Victory
garden, Kathleen, is darling, and Glen with his usuzl line
of questions, and suggestions, as to "why don't you do it
this way, or that way?" Clete gets quite a bang out of Glen,
I told him, maybe we could learn a lot doing it Glen's way,
after all, he should know something about it, and it is our
first experience with a garden,

The day Esther gave me your address, I told her
I was asked to do something I simply dreaded doing, and here
it is: Clete's sister, who is a widow and has raised a family
of all boys, now has four boys in the Service, Two in the Pacific
area, one in France, and one, we don't know where, I am enclosing
a copy of a letuver from one in cvhe Pacific area, which I hope is
self-explanatory, ©She has gone to the Red Cross on numerous
dates, and also to the VFW, bt was told it would have to be
handled from that area, But the boy tells us he was informed
it would have to be handled thru this area,

As I told you, I simply dreaded bothering you
with anything like this, but this’'boy's mother is the dearest
and kindest person herself, and is worrying herself sick over
this boy. She has a feeling, that you, and only you can help,
and not having a husband or son in the service myself, I just
couldn't turn her down, when she asked if I would at least write,

Anything you can do to help give this woman peace
of mind, we will certainly appreciate,

Clete and I hope that you aren't working uoo hard,
and want to wish you the best of luck, and everything that goes
with it,

Very sincerely,

219 Fifth Ave,N,
South St,Paul, Minn,
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IT HAPPENED AT THE CAPITOL -- ##¥# Sept.26

Observers watching the westward tour of Candidate Lewey were impressed
with the mechanical perfection of his speeches. His sentences were crisp, his
words were homely and short and his well modulated volce displayed fine
training. Some observers remarked that the speech was too mechianical and
failed to carry conviction but generally speaking all agreed that a creditdble
job was beling done although none were particularly excited about 1it.

Trhe radio handlers had bought all half hour spots givimg ample time for
the twenty to twentyfive minute speech and giving time to give crowd "atmos-
phere before and after the speech. The introduction was gemerally given by
the Hepublican governor and was limlted to the bare essentials. Broadcasts
were coast to coast on two or more networks.

The special train was run wikh meticuluous routine. FEash stop was almost
exactly an exact pattern of the previous one. Efficlency was the watchword.

On reaching the coast the speeches became progressively more liberal and
resched thelr climax at Los Angeles where newsmen reported that the New Deal
was belng taken over and that this c andldate was outpromising the 1940
candidate. Stalwart Gop began to mutter and sulk.

kepprts from unimpeachable sources revealed that the original budget set
for 3 million and been revised to 2 million but that cash on hand toteled only
700 thousands. .

Everywhere the electorate secemed apathetic with no interest in the coming
election.

Then on a Saturday nite,Sept.23, the dem candidat: délivered his first
"campaign" speech. ©Speaking to the A.F.of L. teamsters and seated between
Bi1ll Green and Dan Tobin the "champ" delivered 30 minutes of ridicule and
wisecracks heaped on his opponents. Iils followers roared with glee and the
%Op got mad - candidate Tewey announced he would rewrite his speech and
"take of the gloves" to answer the attack. These two speeches have put fire
Into the campaign although some observers bemoan th® conducg of the'campaign.
Dewey repeated his charges and put in the new fact that dems were to blame
for unpreparedness before Pearl Harbor. Some observers guestioned wisdom of
thils as gop record on thils score 1s not too good. Now it is the "Champ"s
time to answer and we will see what he does.

At Madlison, the executlve assistant to the gop state chdlrman was enjoying
his work. - Meetings have been held in all the districts and at these the
ex. ass't outlined plans for the campaign, these meetings were attended by
courity officers of the party and ln almost every case there was 100% attendance.
The ex. ass't was well received and to date no one has balsed the cry against
"the outsider coming into bur state.Working with the gop state chairran is of
course end experlence because he is very exceptional. .

All money is raised and ir the bank and there 1s ample for all needs.

The ex.ass't and the state chalirman have purchased an extensive radio schedule
for Oct. = contracts are signed and morney paid. speakers are slected and dates
assisnged. -All literature is printed - bill boards are up - speeial let'ers
are adoressed and ready to be mailed at right time - tablold being prepared
and will be issued 10 days bef'ore election.

Ex agss 't makes trip each week to Chicago - observers at that headquarters
reprot considerable dlsorganizatlion ~ apparent desire to center everything
in N.Y. makes Chicago little more than reception room - good people there but
don't know what to do - get campaign plans from newspapers ~N.Y. domintes.
this leads to internal dlsatisfaction - supereefficlency sometimes defeats itself

bservers continue to remark that gop candidate has no appeal to younger

voter - despite his ear
e AL 1ﬁdep3nﬁéigsﬁgt3§ old guard No effort being made to change
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HEADQUARTERS SOUTH PACIFIC BASE COMMAND
Office of the Surgeon
A.P.0.#502 HAS/ jcg

27 September 1944.

Commander Harold Stassen,
Headquarters 3rd Fleet,
¢c/- Fleet Post Office,
San Francisco, Cal.

Dear Commander Stassen:

Just as a sequel to our short conversation on the clipper
plane I am sending an article from the J.A.M.A. You probably
have seen the article but, if not. in total, here it is. I
think that paragraph 10 on page 469 is probably a very fair
estimate. Certainly she has stimulated a very close survey
of physical methods of treating infantile paralysis and in that
sense she has accomplished a great deal, even though some of
her technique may well be open to criticism.

We have been following the successes of your Third Fleet
with great enthusiasm out here. Keep it up and you will get

us all home before too long.
%2.«4

HAROLD A. SOFIELD,
Lt.Colonel, M.C.,
Consultant in Orthopaedic Surgery.

Sincerely yours,

Incl.
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En Route

Dear Commander Stassen:

I wish now I had stayed with you and with my other friends
on the good ship BLANK, My experiences and contacts in my jaunt
across the country have been nothing if not bitterly
disillusioning. You must have had much the same experience in
your somewaht recent trip to the States., As a matter of fact
I seem to remember youritelling me something of that impression;
but you khew, every fool must learn for himself,

So many people,..how many I don't know...are blind, selfish
and stupid still, after three years of what should have been
painful education., They are still thinking in terms of the
0ld cliches..."let's look after the Americans first, and let the
Chinese and all these other foreigners help themselves. They're
nothing but a lot of ignordnt coolies, who liwe like animals
because they prefer it that waYye...Britain 1s fighting the war
for the “ritish Empire,..the Australians are a bunch of profite
eers,..all these foreigners are ungrateful despite the fact that
we've won the war for them,,.let's get back to normalcy..etc,

It turned my stomach to hear people talk., Is this what we
are fighting for? Is this why I spent two years of my life? And
you? I don't think, I can't think, this represents what the
majority of the people are thinking., This 1s just what a
relatively few people are still saying...ws're going to have
enother war, so let's be realistic sbout it, Let's bgild

the bilggest navy and army in the world, and look after our



own interests and let them look out for theirs,

Thgt's“ﬁhat some people are thinking, Gosh damn, 1t makes
me fufiéus, and although this started as a polite "Thank-you"
letter, look what it has turned into. Yardon me for the
outburst,

Anyway, I wanted .o thank you_for the help I got in
flying out this way. It was a beautiful trlp in the PBM as far
as Honolulu, and I caught a ride in a =mruiser the rest of
the way in, I'm on my way to Washington now.

I have terrlble, if ogcasional,fjwinges of conscience at
reafling of your activities, Sincerely I would like to be back
theré_and go througli them with you and all my shippates,

At any réte, I will be back in Washington in a few days
and will see how the land lies, and if there 1s nothing
terribly significant going on, I will be sending you that

letter I mentioned. The Philippined is one of my old stamping

Brounds; I know the politicians and the people, I would
certainly like to be back there helping as best I know how, I
think I might be useful in a liason capacity, as well as in my
usual line of morale-lifting., However, that 1s in the lap of the
you-know ,

Meanwhile, thank you again, and it was awfully nice

Julius C, Edelstein
National Press club

Washington, D.C,.

knowling you,
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