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October 14, 1944 

Dear Harold: 

I returned last week from a trip to New York City and Albany. I was there shortly 
after Joe Ball made his statement. Our friends of course were horrified by it. I oalled 
Mrs. Reid who was wholly unable to understand Joe's reasoning. I ssw Joe Ridder and Victor 
Ridder both of whom are very indignant and not only expressed their fellings to Ball 
through ~i# editorials in their papers but by personal correspondence - they are very bitter 
in their denunciations. I talked to Mrs. John Cross, Mrs. Dwight Davis and Mrs. Gross all 
of whom felt badly that Joe should have brought you into such an unfavorable light. I had 
several oonferences with Herb Brownell. He told me II I donlt know what Balls wants, he 
never came near us - We aren't mad we are just mystified at his Actions - if he wants to see 
me I'll get out the red carpet and give him all the honors he wasts but I don't want him 
going away from the conference giving us another blast and saying I still dontt like Dewey.1I 
At Albany the feeling is the same. No on feels that Ball has done anything but hurt himself 
and you. Everywhere of oourse in eastern papers the columnists speculated as to whether 
Ball acted on your instructions, most times agreeing that he probably did not but always 
menti<ming your name in connection with the ocourence. 'I sa,. Joe Pew in New York and he 
shared the general feeling. You know of course the furor that has been caused in Minn. so 
I won't go into that. 

Now as to the general progress' of the campaign. There was a flurry of ~xcitement and 
jnterest caused by the exchange of speeohes between the "Champ" speaking to the teamsters 
and the challengers answer at Okla.City. The campaign which had up to that time been very 
quiet and apathetic began to stii people. Interest has however lagged again and outside of 
t he party workers on either side apathy has returned to a large extent. This should be 
disapated however when Dewey starts out on his new tour;i next week. Dewey has ievel~ped a 
fighting tjpe of speech and is carrying the battle to the IIChamp" who is certainly on the 
defensive. On the "Champsll side thee have been some bad oocurences such as the "Battle 
of the Statler~ where some so.paoific service men were beaten by Dan Tobins teamseers but 
in the main the "eMfA~ "Champ" has returned to his role of Comm. in chief. This of course 
makes it difficult for the challenger. If peace were here Dewey would have a walkaway but 
he is fighting a difficult I campaign. Deweyfs speeches are well prepared and well deliver­
ed. There can be no oriticism of them. But this peculiar fact remains that Dewey does 
not stir the enthusiasm or emotions of his followers. Somehow his preoisness and his 
exacting manners leave them cold. There is admiration for his effioiency but no warmth 
of feeling is generated. Then again we oome back to the phenomen witnessed last Spring 
in the lact of appeal to the younger voter - under 30 or 35. They donlt like him and won't 
vote for him. For example here in Madison I organized an BES club last spring at the Univ. 
These kids won't follow on ~I# Dewey. I have discussed this grankly with Brownell and 
other Dewey people, they seem to recognize the facts of this but have no solution. There 
is therefore nothing being done to get t his younger vote / 



I took a little survey of our military reservation here (Truax Field") thr se kids are 
90% against us. This is the part of the campaign which in my opinion look badfiJlj# and 
if defeat omes it ~ll come from this source. 

I took quite a beating from my liberal friends in N. Y. The boys and girls at Life 
and Time are almost unanimous against Dewey and they cannot understand why I should be in 
the Dewey camp. I am afraid I have shattered their ideals so far as I am concerned. The 
same attitude ~~ prevails among the other younger people til~ groups that I worked 
wi th in the HES campaign. 

The Dems ~ unloosed a deadly radio program last week. They succeeded j~ buying the 
last five minutes of name programs such as Lucky Strike - Bob Hope etc. Here they have 
a listening audience already wainting for them to give a short five minute talk to ~ I am 
afraid it will have considerable effect. 

Here in Wisconsin the campaign is in good shape so far as the mechanical details are 
concerned. We have set up working organizations - our advertising and pub+icity is good­
we have an excellent radio program. It seems as though the rural sections will give Dewey 
a landslide vote - Milwaukee remains our problem. Despite optimistic claims of Reps. 
labor and the foreing groups are still in my opinion strong for Roosevelt. We had a 
knockout meeting there last week for Bricker - the auditorium was filled and lots of interest. 
We are st~ll worried however. That is why I went to N.Y. to get Dewey to make a stop 
there enroute from Mpls. to Chicago. I succeeded in this and believe Deweys appearance 
will help us a great deal. 

I have been in touch with ~lmer several times by telephone and letter. as you know 
it is difficult for him to communicate with you. Some of the boys from Minn. are coming 
down here next week to pake a poll - I am anxious to see the results. 

With best regards, I remain. 



October 15 , 1944 

Dear Chief , 
JO-

I haven ' t written in a good bit . The Governor ' s office 
tells me they're keeping vou completely supplied with reading material , 
and I saw no reason to contribute duplicates . 

Nor can I add much to what appears in the newspapers 
in the way of political news . I tried to stay in close touch , volunteered 
my services , -in fact . But when I went to see George Jones he was too 
busy telephoning Republicans such as A. J . Schunk to make sure he hadn ' t 
offended them by calling a meeting of the state central committee that 
we never / did get a chance to talk about any of the things I had worked 
out for him--at his .. request . 

\ 

Vic called on me the other day to make a survey of 
Wiscons in , and a man to cover the south half is leaving tomorrow. I'm 
going to try to get away for three or four days to make the north half 
myself . 

. .. My oplnlon , for what it is worth , is that Roosevelt 
will carry Minnesota and be re - elected . Most of the people I talk to 
with any perce1Jtion , including a number of unhappy Republicans , feel 
the same way . 

The leadership in Minnesota missed a bet by jumping on 
Joe Ball with his statement re Dewey as the excuse . In the minds of 
doubtful voters that did much to identify them-with exactly what some 
of them are , isolationist and re - actionarv,i elements . If he made a 
mistake , they did too . 

I talked to Malkerson at some length when it was happen­
ing . Joe f s mail has been more favorable than unfavorable; man:T have 
sent contributions . 

I miss not being more directly in political activity , 
out see no real place for myself for the moment . 

Work at the 'lames has been interesting and not without 
some success . I have been doing a 24 day series on postwar planning 
taking a separat e Minneapolis firm each daY,under my mame , and the results 
have been encouraf ing for the city"s employment outlook . Incidentally , 
not all the business t;rcoons were anti- Roosevelt . 

Bernhard seems fairly happy in his navy post; Dagne and 
I and the lit t le girl are resuming residence at t heir home Nov . 1 . 

r would like to be aole to do someth ing for you here , 
. if there is anything to be done . Suggestions would be welcomed . 

We are pleased with the news coming from your headquarters . 
I hope it continues , and that uou continue to haye good fortune . 







WYMAN FOURRE 
Exolted Ruler 

ROY JOHNSTON 
Est. Leoding Knight 

FRANK L. SHEAREN 
Est. Loyo l KniQht 

PHIL JOHNSON 
Est. Lecturing KniQht 

H. F. WITIMAACK 
Tre~surer 

TRUSTEES 

E. WILLARD MURNANE 

HERMAN F. STREHLOW 

WILLIAM P. FALEY 

ARTHUR N. GOODMAN 

HAROLD C. FRY 

LODGE MEETINGS 
EVERY THURSDAY EVENING 

WILL H. KAMMAN 
Secretory 

PHONE CEDAR 5959 

ELKS HOME-14 EAST EIGHTH STREET AT WABASHA 

efainl gaul Q, CJtninneso/a 

October 16, 1944 

Lt. Com. Harold E. Stassen, 

Dear Brother Elk: 

Autumn leaves are falling which brings us to the stern reality that 
winter is approaching and mailing dead lines are set for October 15 for 
overseas packages. 

We, the members of your Lodge St. Paul #59, B.P.O. Elks, want you to 
know that we have not forgotten you and what you are doing, and the sac­
rifice you are making in the interest of your Country. We also want you 
to know that the Elks have not been sitting idly by merely giving lip ser­
vice to the war effort. We are doing the things that you would want us to 
do and that you will be proud of when you return. Your Organization has 
rendered great service to the Armed Forces on every occasion the Army and 
Navy have come to the Elks, just when assistance was needed. We are now 
in the midst of a Campaign for Waves for the Navy, and we are having a 
great success. We are not bragging about our achievements, but rather 
looking forward to your returning and asking us "What have you done while 
we were gone?" 

Your Christmas package will be on its way by October 15; just a re­
minder that we still remember and we want to extend to you our best wishes 
for a Merry Christmas, if that is possible where you are, and we pray that 
the Lord, Himself, will watch over you and your family while we are absent 
one from the other, and may the New Year bring a new and better understand­
ing between the peoples of the world, and a sensible Post-War adjustment in 
the interest of a permanent peace. That is the least that we on the home 
front can Hope. Pray and Work hard for in order that your sacrifice shall 
not be in vain. 

The safe return of our boys will be our only signal for rejoicingt 

Roy E. Johnston, 
Exalted Ruler. 
St. Paul No. 59 

Yours Fraternally, 

William P. Faley. 
Chairman, National Defense 
st. Paul Lodge 59, B.P.O. Elks 

We are not telling you when to open your Christmas Package. However, 
if you do get it early, I believe it will keep. 



DeerLt. Stassen z 

Luna P~er,Michigan. 
OCTOBER 16th. 1944. 
ONE DAY CLOSER VICTORY. 

(~~pe I have your rank correct,but don't believe it il.) I am enclo.­
ing a page from my mo.t cherished autograph album,hoping you will 
autograph it for me, a. I would surely never eonaider ~ collec-
tion complete without your •• 

Several month. ago, I wrote you at St Paul,not knowing that you had 
already gone into active duty,but ~ effort. weren't in vain, I 
wa. retarded with a lovely photograph of yourself all autographed. 
Perhpps I should be thankful with that,but you see, the picture 
doe.n't fit into my autograph album,so I have to come to you once 
again. 

In my faIt growing collection,I have the autographl of luch famous 
people aSI President and Mrs. Roo.evelt, Thomal E.Dewey ( who I 
hope will be our NEXT PRES IDENT), Calvin and Grace Coolidge, Al. 
Smith, Wendell Willkie, Thomas A.Edison, Will Rogers, Amelia Ear­
~art,Ernie Pyle?Maj. Genl. Jimmie Doolittie,John W.Bricker,Fiorella 
La Guardia,General Douglas Mac Arthur,Duke Ellington,Kay Ky.er, 
Fred Mac Murrar,Dwight D.Elsenhower,ftedda ~ opper,Genl. Geo C. 
Marlhall,Major Bowes,Anthony Eden,Sdmiral Ernest J.King,Jack Benny, 
Arlene Francel,Lt.Genl. Geo. S. Patton,Lowell Thomas,the Late 
Queen Merie of Rumania,Ingrid Bergman,Kene.aw Landi.,Irne Dunne, 
John J. Perlhing,W.L. " Mackenzie King, Maj. Genl. Claire Chennault, 
Lord LouiS Mountbatten and many others too numerous to mention here, 
to whieh,I hope, I have the honor and the plealureof adding your •• 

I elso wi.h to tell you that we Americans at home, think you have 
done a wonderful thing, by giving up your civilian life to go in 
there and do your job along with our brothers,sonl sweethearts and 
hUSbands. Keep up the good work, and I know that God will see to it, 
that you are well repaid for what you heve sacrificed. May you come 
home(soon) sefe and sound to your loved-ones. We are all praying 
for apeece which will not •• be too long in cOming. 

UNTIL VICTORY, 



r 

10/17/44 

As you m8Y have gethered, I f;m a little busy since 
I received your letter a.nd hpven ' thad B c!'_cnce to 
1r'ri teo 

I arn enclosing a copy of the speech I mede at home 
on October 4 and plRo copy of a press relepse of 
October 12 . . 

All the boys, PS 118u21, think I'm nuts and. hrve the 
feeling that I h~ve .:recked Harold' 8 chances. I 
doubt the latter ver:' much and still have t he opinion 
I'm feirly sane. Tte present GOP c20paign is very 
hard for rne to ~torpch. 

Drop me a line now 2nd then Rnd I will do the 88me. 

As ever, 





Glenwood. Minn. 
PHONE 450 

VERNON 
STUDIOS 

'JO'l. !Bette'l. Piatu.u!1 Claken in 

HOME «» CHURCH «» STUDIO 

Oct. 18, 1944 

Lt. ommander Harold ~ Stassen 
li • .5. . Navy 

Dear Sir: 

Alexandria. Minn. 
PHONE 368 

ith the air full of political buzzings,thoughts of you reoccur 
constantly in my mind. So let me amaze you right from the be­
ginning with my brash thoughts. 

President Roosevelt will be reelected for another term, mainly 
on the basis of the disinclination of people to change their 
commander-in-chief who has thus far waged a suocessful war for 
a fledgling with little or no military background. This is 
particularly so of those whO have someone in the servic~,I have 
deduced by casual conversations with those who oome to our studios 
for pictures of or for those in service. 

I believe you will be our first republican president . Y u will 
come into offioe in a time when postwar adjustments and long 
democratic rule discontents will have come to a head. ~nd it will 
require one of your forthright character and towering leadership 
to capture and dirsct the forces rampant then. 

I believe you are very wise ingetting the milit ary background you 
are getting now. And your open bid for the republican nomination 
was very refreshing compared to the devious procedures used by 
others. ~nd I believe you ill appeal to eV 3ryOne with your f rth­
ri ghtness. 

This prognosticating is amusing to you I am sure but I hope it 
works out in respeot to you. Please count me as one of your 
pre s ent and fut ure supporters. 

~nd i cidentally, if you get ne.r Biak will you try to lo ok in 
on my brother S~t . Vernon Hegg ASN 37294693 

5th. Combat Camera Unit 
9lst. Photo Reconnaisance ing 
APO# 920 
San Francisco , Calif rnia 

Helll be mighty glad to see someb dy from his home state. 

Good luck and God bless you. 

~~ si~~~y, 
-~~t~ 



NAVAL AIR FACILITY 
NEW CUMBERLANJ> . PENNA, 

18 October 1944 

Dear Harold : 
. Bill Cunningham was a classmate of ~ine at Dartmouth back in 1921. 

He started out as a sport writter but has evidently branched out into more 
general fields. The enclosed article was taken from the local Harrisburg paper. 
It makes sense to me and I thought you might be interested in reading it . I 
have an idea it might strike a favorable note with Al Lindly - you eight send 
it on to him if you know his address. 

Duty in this country is boring as hell . I asked for sea duty 
told that I was too old and not trained for it anyhow . I ' m beginning 
that the Navy has more officers with my qualifications than it knows 
do with now. 

but was 
to thinK 
hat to 

Several weeks ago I spent a week end in Wi lmington . I had several 
dances with the Admiral ' s daughter and also a very nice visit with his sister . 
Naturally I encountered all kinds of Bill Kichel's friends . It will not be 
difficult to solicit support for you in that cowounity when the time comes . 

Sincerely , 



TEL. JEROME 7-4700 

FRANK W. KRIDEL, GENERAL MAN .... GER 
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Dear Harold: 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 
October 19 

1 944 

I am very glad indeed to have your letter of September 30th. The newspap~ 
reports indicate that there has been plenty of action in the South Pacific, 
particularly in the last few days. Reports of attacks on Formosa and 
possibly on the Phillipines have been very meagre but we gather that there 
has been plenty of activity and the Japanese fleet has at least been 
sighted if you did not get within gunsight of them. I sent you. quite 
some time ago, two clippings and a letter to Joe Ball which were largely 
self-explanatory. I have made it a rule for many years never to finally 
close the door on anything or anybody if there was any possible value in 
keeping it open but in Joels case I felt that I could not go along further 
regardless of how the present difficulty and the damage which I fear it has 
wrought in the campaign might be patched up. 

However, I think you are entitled to a somewhat more extended indication of 
the background than my covering letter gave you. 

I had occasion to be in Washington from September 22nd to the 26th and on 
the 25th I went up to New York to see Brownell with a view of straightening 
out some of the financial arrangements as between State and Federal 
activities and expenditures and to learn what I could respecting the con­
tinued strategy of the campaign. I learned little that was new and found 
that in gene~al the campaign was being conducted on the principle of not 
making too many speeches, of trying to prod the administration into a 
defensive position so that it would furnish some texts for the Dewey 
speeches. The strategy appears to have been effective, if one can judge 
from the President1s speech at the Teamsters ' Union banquet and the 
subsequent attitude of the Democratic National Committee. 

In the course of my oonversation with Brownell he asked me a question. 
which singularly enough most Easterners ask, namely "What is the attitude 
of the Stassen people in the Dewey campaign?" As I had previously done, 
I told him that so far as I was aware the Stassen people were 100 per cent 
behind the Dewey-Bricker candidacy and that while you had made no statement 
on the subject I felt this attitude had your approval. He then asked 
"Does that statement go for Joe Ball?" I told him I had not talked to 
Joe recently but I thought so and certainly had no reason to think otherwise. 
However, the question alarmed me somewhat and on my ret'urn to Washington the 
next day I made it a point to see Joe. I asked him if he intended to 
campaign for the Republican ticket. He said that he had not bee.n asked to 
but that if he was asked he did not feel that he could do so. I asked him 
why and he stated he did not feel that Dewey had come out sufficiently 
definite in the matter of international relations and particularly the 
post-war organization of world peace. I told Joe that I was aware of a 
number of plans for the world peace organization including the one which 
you had suggested and that I felt it was too early to take a fixed 
position with respect to the form of world peace organization, that if 



2. 

we take such a position Churchill and Stalin might also do so and this 
might lead to an impasse in a matter which should be the subject of 
long-time negotiations. I urged Joe, notwithstanding his ~issatisfac­
tion to slJPport the ticket and to make speeches for it. He said 
that if he did he would have to be very noncommital on international 
issues and I told him under tho Be circumstances I thought it would be 
better for him not to say anything. I asked him what specifically 
he wanted Dewey to say or what commitment he desired him to make but I 
was unable to get anything definite out of him. He seemed to have the 
view the Republican party had been wholly taken over by reactionaries 
and that he could not go along. I did my best to persuade him other­
wi se and while he did not say so de finitely I Ie ft with the feeling 
that he would not make a statement until he had conferred with some of 
his friends. I was the refore astounded when I saw his statement in the 
papers the next Saturday morning, September 30th. 

Since that time he has endeavored to explain his position on the radio 
and more recently has come out with a series of three questions which 
he is propounding to both Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Dewey, the answers to 
which he says will determine his attitude which he will announce five 
days before the election. I doubt if either candldate will reply to 
his questions which will leave the situation exactly as it was before. 

Frankly, I think that Joe has a bad case of "big head" that he is 
taking himself too seriously and feels that he is the only Simon-pure 
advocate of real and lasting world peace. One of the most unfortunate 
things about the business is that some people are saying Joets 
attitude and action was inspired by you which, of course, we all know 
is not the case. I have taken some oains to make this entirely clear 
to our New York friends who, I am sure, do not take any stock in it 
but the situation is nevertheless an unfortunate one. 

In general the nation-wide polls show the popular vote to be 
approximately 51 farRoosevelt and 49 for Dewey which is closer than the 
coefficient of error in these polls. My feeling is that Dewey has 
made some gains but has not fired the popular imagination. If he wins 
it will be a matter of continued slow gains resulting from his own 
efforts and from those, of the state organizations. From an organiza­
tion point of view the Republican campaign is certainly the best 
organlzad on a national basis that I have seen in a long time. 

In the State George Jones is doing a good job. There ie, of course, 
no doubt of Governor Thye's re-election by a very substantial majority 
and this goes for the entire Republican State ticket. 

The National race in Minnesota is close, not as close as the polls show 
it to be for the oountry as a whole but still approximately 53 for 
Dewey and 47 for Roosevelt which leaves it somewhat too close for 
comfort. Dewey is slated to speak here in Minneapolis on October 24th 
at which time we are hoping that Mrs. Stassen will be on the platform 
and that we will be able to find some other means by which the support 
of the Stassen crowd of the Dewey campaign can be demon at ra ted. 

Of course I realize that there is no statement which you can make either 
publicly or to me which will indicate your attitude respecting the events 
which I have outlined in these last two letters. 



I wish that the events had been otherwise since I know what I have 
told you will be bad news however much your long friendship with Joe 
and your confidence in his ability and good sense may incline you to 
condone or support his attitude. 

From my point of view the whole matter represent s a series of liabili­
ties all around against which I am unable to see any assets whatever. 

I hope that you have come through the recent activities in the South 
Pacific unhurt. I am sure that these activities will add to your 
stature, your good name and ~ good opinion of the people of the 
United States. 

With personal regards 

Sincerely yours, 
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