
Dear Harold: 

at 1148-~ I 
don't mean "hours. II 

23 Oct 144 

Dam this business of being lIin the dark" in the midst of 
great national events, having a feeling of "isolated" responsibility 
and, at the same time having to sit, hands folded. And tomorrow 
night, where will I be, when TD makes his Mpls talk? Down to Red 
Wing showing war pictures to a lot of Old Wimmen. Again, and again 
and a~ "DAM." 

. I~m writing you this at home, while this evening s broadcas~ 
and re ated events are fresh in mind. As you see from: en6losed clip~ 
the "th ng" carne to past, "as forecast" last night by KSTP. And it 
shore has touched off a national skyrocket--or mebby it is a Robomb. 

All commentators gave heed to Joe's s~and today, and expended 
it to its far flung implications. Fulton Lewis took it and shook it 
like a puppy might an old shoe. And he went into the "possibilities" 
of HES collaboration. The Ford News Man--A substitute whose name I 
did not get--went into the mat~er at even greater length--Ball WaS 
appOinted by HES--HES Comdr in Navy--will return and if TD is defeated 
in '44, then RES will be a strong contender in '48. 
talked about the rnatter of ext reme isolationism and "those who want 

Ii:, yery detail worked out now" . (but did not m~:~ .. ~u~ no!>odY~ :tw.d 
~ y straigh~ analysiS as to Dossible effect. . . ~. 

.. "', =~ - _4:t~ lias, some mD.r!1 ent as to what Rewey may say in Mpls when ~ 
speaks there tomorrOW. xt ~ press . conference this morning, there 
Was a big crowd of Washington n ewspapermen, and they asked a lot of 
questions. Joe waS asked if he expected to run for re-ele ction: III 
do." As a republilBant: "Unless they throw me out." Said he did 
not approve of FPn's general administration, but explained that while 
USA could recover from mistakes on domestic front, err or 'n F reign 
policy was a step that \Could not be retraced. c:::t-

One radio commentator gave some t~pught to ~' ~~e~e~n~t assoclataon 
between FBR and JB. I~ seems that some~shington c mnnist, this 
morning, reported that the deal between Joe and the Demos had been 
engineered by 'Arry 'Opkins. They asked Joe a.bout that. Joe explained: 
A week ago, (after he had submitted his 3 questions) he had had a long 
talk (hour and a half) with FDR, at which Foreign policy Was discussed, 
but no~ on a partisan basis; said that the invitation ha.d come thru 
'Arry. "And I would been glad to receive such an invitation from Mr. 
Dewey, but the invi tationnever came," (Exact quote, of R~dio report.) 

Tonigh1i, for the first time, I ~alked with Esther, on a Ifpur.ap" 
basis--tnat is, ~ called her ~o say that I Was writing this letter, and 
wondered if she had anything that I should paos on. Sne said ~nat she 
had nOl, wri t"'Gen you to(1ay and Since I was send1ne; clips, she'd not 
Write. She had intended to give you a few HIgbligHts, (radio) such as 
as 1 have here in1uded. 

KSTP (wh~ s cr~ditad witn an important scoop ~-Joe--last night) 
1S now on with it . news swnmary: RUSSians, in Norway (Petzamo, in Nor~h) 
nave all of tne Nio~le mines ~WhiCh~. ermans have depended. Rumor of 
Jjri tisn landings in Norway. 2 suos st--Herr ing B,nd Go,let . t:Ship 
COllisEon of l nawaii. ~eba e as t osition ~aken by Joe B continues. 
J.J ewey said his Hpls speech would "fil in gaps left by FDR, "\II he is . 
pigeon h~~ng his set speech on Agriculture, for a later date. Said he 
did not now whether his views (on roreign policy) would interest Joe& 
Joe, in s eech at Baltimore tonight, said there was ample constit tional 
authority, under ~eneral Welfare provisio (s, for congress to authorize 
use of armed forces, anywhere in the world, to provide for poliCing, to 
protect the nationA 

But let s get bck to my talk with Esther. As I said, I quizzed 
~ 



her, in c~ innocent sort of a way, to see if she had any ideas as to 
your own reactions. She explaned that she is still without any info" 
indicating that you had any word as to recent events. All she told me 
was that you; had heard, via radio, §gWething of Dumbarton Oaks. And she 
told me that Ed had been very fran~er in expressing his indignation 
as to Joe. I know, of course, whatl'you told Vic--and that is t he only 
"first hand" dope I ha'Va3, from a source that I cop.sider entirely 
trustworthy. And that has been my own guide. There if!! Gm~ble sub­
surface criticism of betty and it was in that reg,ard thatG'he Gal~pened 
a way for me to ~uizJ She explained Betty's at~1tude , afte~nvent10~ 
particularly her statement that she Was "a-gin" the nominee and did not 
consider him worthy of support. Out of that came our own analysis as to 
whether ]):)c Radabaugh was corr ect in' his statement today (see clip) 
that, if you were available, you would rebuke Joe. And at this point, 
I asked if e..ny newspaper man had cont acted ,her for a viewpoi1lllt and she 
said, no such cont&cts had been m,ade--and so far as I know, there has 
been no public comment as to what may ha"£ been your views when you 
were on leave. And we agreed that everybody, now, should be especia _ly 
careful not to say an'ything that is quotable at this tine. "If he 
llants to say anything, he'll say it, and until heBs ready to do his 
own talking, nobody else (except when instructed) should even 
surmise what Pits_vtt".· might be." and therets where' we left it. 

Had planned to take this down to depot for mailing tonight, but 
it is too late, but it mIl be in street box first thing in Morning, 

Can't you understand how impotent a leller feels. Mebby all my 
concern, considering distance and all other factors, is us~ss--but 
even so, I~oncerned'--and sending you wastebask~t materia~ least 
serves the. purpose of a safety val~ so far as 1 am concerned. And if 

I ~ . ~ ~interested, you dam well can't say that you are unadvised as 
~o wharthe public knows about the situation. I s'uspect that 1, 001 

friends are sending you their version of the whole a1Iair, and I hope that 
this stuff at least gives you the printed facts, as a basis on which to 
judge these "analyses." 1 And so, don't think the heat (!) has gone 
t.P my head. Well, Mah s turned out the lights and is yammering for me 
to come to bed, so 1 guess 1 gotta go., I 

\! 
Got a let ~ er f,rom, a f.riend of I.teorgefs who is no~ flyin g 1the . 

ump re6u1arly. I had not heard from hi~r a long time arw had begun 
to fear that he might have "gon-e in." Bft he tells me he ha«_been mIl 
wi th a faint touch of amoebic. dystenta ry--a danger that already had 
passed.; ,wnen he wrote. His lett er took 10 days, which is pretty.L good. 

I don't think I told you that Vic missed the pr 6sidency of tne 
Interstate Conference (UC) by two states. If he isniown over ethe outc'orne, 
he gives no evidence of it. . 

There will be a break in the dispatch of these "reports" since 
I'll be out 01' ~own for two days- -meb oy three. KNo'w I am going to 
ned Wing and li.edwood R alls--and a date at Mankato is in the making. 
Too bad I'm not in position to throw a few purely non-partisan darts. 
The temptation is bterrif·ic. Oh-OH--THE big news. They wrote up our WMC 
set-up (region~l off1ce~e aparat.ional analysis) and submitted conclus10l:'IS 
today, On the~ba8is of th~ report, I ~n a super-Dooper--but in patting 
me on b:ck, where all other "chiefs" got a lot of IIconstructi've" criticism, 
they showed their ibability to "analyze" by making about 20 erroniou8 
statements as to mYf.0rk. However, since It Was an "il Award" to me 
personally, I raise 0 objections--and tonight, j~s~ before I left __ ~~~ 

~~~d~ropped on The B sst desk, evidence that OPA ~willing to me 
6 more, to work for their .St. Paul district office. Wonder will 

they take the hint. If not, then lis~en for aD~eher barrage of 
"Well, I resign." I' 11 be~ you I get that re-classification, and 
$50 a month more, inside of 30 days. How much? Oh, tin cints--just to 
be sphort~f . 

c..tR~f':II G'Night. HANK. 



October 24th, 1944 

Dear Harold: 

My acquaintance, Joe, has completely stumpe d me. 
l'llien he left here for Washington, I had hoped he ViOuld go back 
to work and say nothing more, but now that I look back over the 

.... ' ) -Whole thing, he had no ' intention of doing tilis. 
, 

It was his contention FDR went much further in 
foreign policy last week than Tom, and that made it necessary, in 
his mind, to support FDR. The whole tiling has completely stumped 
me, and other people you know. Everything possible was done to 
Keep him on the main line. 

Last night I talked to Vic, who is handling Wisconsin, 
and he was most concerned that Ball 's statement might put Wisconsin 
on the border line. If that is true there, it will have terrific 
effect on border states like Massachusetts, Connecticut, Pennsyl-
vania, Oregon" and other. The boys here have been working day and 
night trying to carry this state, and I believe it would have been 
done had it not been for the enclosed articles. 

I talked to John C across the River last night. He 
said endell had a bad heart attack in Indiana prior to his going 
to the hospital the first of September. He saw him nine days before 
his death. Up to that time they had known of no heart trouble. Too 
much exertion and over-work. His guess was that before election 
Wendell would have said he would vote the Republican ticke t. His 
guess is that he would not have declared for FDR. 

It is my personal opinion that no one oould have in­
fluenced Joe, --not even the Lord himself. 

Ed has been doing a magnificent job. I do not see how 
he stands it day and ni~t. I think he drives as hard physically, 
Haro ld, as you did, but of course doesn' t begin to get the success 
from his jaunts that you got, although they are damn good. 

I have kept in clo se touch with .i!:sther , and the more I 
see of her the more I appreciate her. She certainly is a real 
soldier. 

ER is at Ann Arbor and working to beat hell , with no 
time out for play. Marge was down to see him a week ago. I have 
talked to him about this from a purely social point of view, and he 
is as mystifie d as anyone else. 

I hope 'fom refers to Esther in his speech tonight here 
in Minneapolis . She is to si t on the platform wi th them. I am going 
to recommend tilat Esther go on the National hook-up, speaking to the 
women of America. 

I am having a hell of a time, for I definitEfly gave my 
word I was out of politics. as you know. but it has been impossible for 
me to refrain from getting in and pi tching so I can see that you get 
at least a fair deal wherever I can contribute my ,two-bits-worth. 
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Tom is changing his farm speech here to nigh t to 
another foreign policy speech. It is obvious the main campaign 
issue in the next two weeks will be foreign policy . It is my 
personal opinion that Tom has gone out a long ways on it 
enough to satisfy me , and regardless of What some say, I have 
no reason to doubt but what he will carry through on his 
declarations . It does s eem to me , from a personal point of 
view, there is some questi-on that the other side will carry 
through in any large part what they have declared . 

Enclosed is a clipping from last night's paper , also 
editorial from the morning paper, and tv.o news stories , one dated 
Washington , and one by Walter Ridder. I run personally inclined 
to agree wi th all of them. 

John C. said he felt this thing was doing our cause for 
the future around the country a .great deal of harm. I cannot but 
help agreeing with him . I think Esther , over the air talking to 
the women, would be the greatest thing that could happen for us , 
and we will probably today prepare a statement for release, as a 
Stassen Committee . 

From my point of view, Dunn and Jones have cooperated 
beautifully in their press statements regarding the whole "Joe n 

affair . 

I am going to try to get all the newspaper men to a cock­
tail party this afternoon in Minneapolis . I expect to have over 
Pierce Butler .. Julian Baird , and a few others to lay definite 
plans to give our true and fair side of the picture. 

Elliott Bell is the only ghost writer with the party, 
and. as you know. he is a very close friend of Pierce Butler~ 
He wi 11 probably have dinner with him this evening . The only 
others are Lockwood and Drumm. besides news and photo men. most 
of Whom I know . 











111110_-1118: 
Well, 014 Ollp, luft alii .1lO" Me fblebed hl. ollpping, has 

.ll1tteA "p, &ad doft the vlld &D4 has aDO a8 tar .1 o1r-ouae'ueel w1ll 
per.it, aD4 11a .. 1 DOW 1'1" to 10 , ..... ' I ptu. pt It .. t. Oil 
'h1. In_po,1 which ., b .... h too loas tor ,.v, b"IJ 8ituaUon+ 

., wq ot an 1.,rod .. tor, UyerlloD let ae repor' Usa, Oil IQ' V&1 
dow .ta'. 188'e~ MI, I let' tow. y.1a .... " alii l:aaYl 8 a l1tt1e 
t1 .. OD baade, noppe4 at a 110 .. ftt pa8t ,he W •• '..Paul Govt ho.a., where(at •• 30,.) to1UlL\ a 00 1a .t .. a ln tlIe kitchell, w1th 'fl'l J01IftC 
aaa, baYlq .tt •• aJd a 'pall + It' a .... 1081 t1_ 81lloe I 

:a:O:1'::il'=a:! °:iI ~'?:::'aberj::,:· =v::P!o::. tt..~:t~=I.D 
ahe 8&14, I t (Dall.) 18 a ROh OJ.'i)D per ... +) fh' fcIU •• E1. vaa 
*1t1Da OJ1 bed, b,oa.,. he...... IJlow th1llCa look atM1. w.a I .pek. ot 
nat aa11Nalaeaa, he opla" a. bow be ha4 111 1I1D1+ Ar;7wq, tbe 
pla • 18 OI--kitoh •• 01 ... , ant ... ll1d av ... it ,OU knov wbat I .... + 
-1 aug.ge.tlon to • _ va. tba' BOW kid, had fl .. ooop, 1t _ be a 
8004 14e. to oMp oft 1'0011_, tNa tl.e to 'lilt _'11 1ib.e7 IIa4 plaee 
4Gwn to a. as. aee&e4-aD4 thu DOt bay •• 0 Doh ...... tor IIah '­
keep... Kah thcMIPt that II1pt 'be po4 14 ......... ' .aw allow" aa ~ 
thla 1. the V&J' t .. 1. &ad 1;111a 1e tbe w.., It. 1a S011l1 t. at87+ 0 11 
co.plaint-laok ot help. Ob.eryec1 tu' vuek Iaa.... ..• r .... , aWl 
thoa. that were 110 .. trea'M' • looklag a blt 'ltare, ... are aU n 
III aeua ot 'raMper'."10.+ ao.hov there val a ••• t:b.1ag that 001&14 be 
8a14 tor tbe tall ..... n abl ~la e14er people, jua' aorta lwa1tlagl_­
aDd baYlag a.. ,. oott.. aDd. • • • 

80 aoh tor prol .... + 
. It 1Ir. 'atoll 1. • .. a, this 4&" he has 1004 rea.... I did IlOt 

lIear talk la8t D1p', belDS down to Bed. 1Ilnl to · .bo. pltch ... , 1tut there 
va. a IIOnater wr01il--aee ollpa+ And to4.." tbe Yer7 atao.apbel'8 was seeth-
1ng. lewapap ... and ra4:J:!41Y14e4 the1r atteatlon be1lv"D _0 8torlea. 
the de.e7 ape • ., -aDtl it.' II iaplloatlona--aa4 the aea aot10n l11yolvtas 
the fl.et 1n .h111plae wat .+ rlrlt radio tlaah this AI , 14 ot the 
10.1 ot one oarrl .. --Prlnoe'COn, I th1alE--and at tlrat we were told that 
whi. Jap. ~ loa' •••• ral, .... ao .. battle vAIP.' .a ve1l, we tJad 10.' 
a II c..... r8.1I1t ot air attaok an4 .sp10,loa ot her .,aslne.+ AD 
ho la'.. *i._ waa supple. leA v1 th etat ... at the t oar. lei" .... a 
8 0 .. t &0 p1"')Jtha' .he was put out ot ae'1011 aa4 1dIat t1a1all7 
ve w.re obl~d to al* her, atter aoa. 1,500 ,er.oanal Jia4 • 1'880"'. 
Aal now, ~ ... wa1tlns tor add1tlonal news, tor la8t that ~e 
bat tl. ••• oolltlnu1q+ 

A III 10, betv ••• tbe two b1g 8torle. ot the rq real 1 Mre • 
•• ntera, .. DO cl 'loura celltera--on tbe .ea aot10 , rather tilaa ell 
poll'loa+ It ·,.11 •• 1s ot a~ _ment to pu, wbe 'hl. r ... ,.., 
pre.Ull&b17 78. • e t1.. to ch.ek the 011p8 aDd re. ao _ •• are 
ot lat.re.' aid 14+ I", 1t IOU ar •• 1IIpre8.... 7 ulk, bear 111 
., purpo.. 1. to. P17 10" wi til 0011.. ot backpoua , bowing ,bat 7ft 
oan tbrov ..., ..., " •• 1 ••• 8urpl .. Jl 80, 1.". 1.' tba l1tloal al ... " • 

~~~. OD the ella 1 go 1O ... bat lna detall a. a .r .... u1· 
_'tell lnY019'. .... .,.. wlll reoolll1.8 .. I"a.,+ 

What l1'tle I hear4 late laa' Il1pt, Oft the raft , •• to 'Ule 
D.we, ... lq, had to 40 .tIl her _ela, n the plattoa laa' Il1ght, aal 
all- wa. 14 •• t11184 ,. 18 M. opening re..rka+ !h. 8pi1ak.r ot ~ 
Bvenlllg baA eon.14era..,1e t. 8&, about HI ada and the tact ~t vben he 
vent to •• Wars, there va. OOllPetaD' leaders 1.tt to oarr, OD+ SO,-. 
GES .. tter ".s well pr •• eate4, aDI 011 the baal. of 1t8 81tuat10n whea ~I 
c ... to work '04&7, 1t "a ... tl.taotor,. 
""..... .... •• r.. along alto.t 10 All, Bone7 oallet .e, e~la1D1. ~t ..... 
~ to make aft t.por'an' 4eol1101l wlthln ~O alnl' •• + 



She asked, vould I 11.'. aad couu.l+ I 4l4-11.teae4 an4 counaele4+ 
'he e%pla1"d that a ear'al. Rot Sho', (trom the la.') pallaer 

waa presalng the ldea that .~ about4 go on a national hookup, vl'~ 
other vi_e. of eqaal stat .. , to help 01lt the eau.a. ,hat vaa ~~ 
questlon+ She .sp1alae4 that abe VaDte4 87 adYloe--for why I can't qule' 
ua4er a taD4 , bee I .ure .... polltlcal sooth- • 

An7W&1, ~a ls vhat I arpe4: Iy belng on the pl 'Ora, and havl. 
pl t'her took, vl til the --, 4&,_, she ha4 g1 Yen thea all the .. aunl tloll 
thel posalbl, ooulA use+ Ibe Yer l properlJ atteDdel "the aeetlng aDd haTtn, 
done that, lt vas rlp' and proper tha~r ~eseDo. ahoulA be annoUllOed+ 
B, belng p"a •• ', ihe . had ahown "here .t004--as was her rlcht as • 
lndependent Yoter+ ~4 w1tb that taot haaI, there waa eV8rJ Deed84 
faol11ty to ute t1tIt" taot .0 u .t~ar am Wida. But to go further, at tbtl. 
t1_ would be to Qnrplq haD4 aJlC1 probablJ 40 more bar. than go04+ 
A4vlae4, ho •••• !', tiiat ah. proMe4 41 lo .. tlcal~Ul those who "er. 
urging her 0 higeste4 .. he that her told. her to · go tul'th8r 
but that her .. pi,4e4~, her own knowledge her husb8lld vaa alwq. 
oaretal not to e en~ h188elt too tar, told her that attendaaoe at aeetiAi 
aatlatled needa ot .oment+ 'eep toot ln 4001' to the .atent 0'1 aWlle.tl" 
that 1t develo enta a week or ten da,. heD.e lndloate o'her actlon OD • 
her part "aa De.ea, 'that ."aa river to be oro.aet "he n nee4 1»eoaae 
evldent+ Allot vblob .eea .. M tit lnto her · own th1 er, 
I explatne4 that I luI4 al1f&1' had v tE'eat aoe ln the tore.1Sht 
of a oertain apptin".e v1 th whoa I:v soclate4 aDd asked tor 10 
aiDute. to consult h1Il, atter wh10h vo a 1 her &gUIl+ 81a reaotion 
vaa ex&ot17 the.... &a ala8, ST,1l betore I had ocvere4 all the detail •• 
And he add'" that 'llke the 0aact7 date'. vite'a stateMnt to presa ,ester-
4.,,#"'Bonel ha4 neYer macte pollUoal apeeche., ~ thia ls DO t1.e to 
undertake e.latlon ot the Perennlal CaM7 Date a .poua_ who 1s alwa,a 
running ott at .1Ith. A further tactor la taot tMt ahe had. conaulte4 
ll.JDer aD4 Karl aa4 thelr advl eM ... '11l11er, but not 80 po.tlve aa rq 
on. A a4 thel had no 'keep toot 1n door ldea.+ A the net 
reault va. her deol.101l to let tbinss rlde as thel .tood atter the •• etl81 
1aa' nlpt--at lea.tl for tl_ b.lac+ AM I .. .ve lOU ,,111 agre •• 

A ad. aile 'oD ae that ahe bad ~a ecelv" a letter that . the 
.. 1 'e sal4 Iprobabl7 VOIl' t reaoh ,ou !haakq1nag,· tbat bel. aa 

.. U. t cr-at 41ataD"J &Del great aD .it,. III 1t, the wr~t.r 
8&14 tMt he Iaad Jua' reoelved a ra4lo aDnO _Matt ot the 4e." ot 
• I, v1l1Gb told her tha' the •• bal11.tl0 4.vettpae"" were .'111, 
1IDDO •• ()t 'he 4a'. the lett.r ... wrltte.+ .lad Ula' __ , ot coara., 
tha' eo 'a ~.Il cr.... tbOUlbt vaye. aa a galde to her 18 tbe 
preaent altuat1ea. Xla4a .1IIh .pot tor the gal to tte , "I th1ak 
ahe don. D01»1.. It ls entlr.l, po •• 1b1e, a. 1011 Will reall •• , that 'betore 
the dle ls .at aDd~ rea.l.. , auoh _, be .a14 aa to theil' belag 
'too auoh wit.' ln the and Ju.t DOW part;ioula"r1l hot cor.er.+ .ADd . 
wlth that as a poaa It, , the .,ad tor her b.1ns~partlcu1arl1 atralCh' 
ln h.r th1Dk1ag ls :eat. 

A....." that the wal: iIh atands at preaeat. Aft4 1t 10u 'e"" 
1lke It--aD4 I can. e that a1 a 11&7 DOt even 'beeoa. be .. to lOU 
.~--. . lOU oall exerel ••••• 'atter the .tac'· Ju4.e.8ftt~o.' J ftrcet tbat 
• hard &D4 dOD. vbat we thoUSht h •• ' t a granl 1'17+ eea •• -

what .. tter •• 'her _tterat aad persoaallU. •• 
ADd, 111', Ja&7 I • ., to ,.., aa a 010 ns atate.Dt, tbat I .. 

partioularl, gratlt1e4 ~7 the tact tbat Hon., aaked ae tor adv1... ...·4 
pot hay. gOfte that tar, lt 10u _4 told bel' that I ... Just a De.. 014 

paart, aor"i to be tolerat.4 &nc1 pi't184 tbaa &Illthlag ela.+ A1I4 as a 
result, I get sat1atae'10D ou!jt 117 tlellag tbat, at 10DS l.at, I ha.e 
had aa oPportUD1t1 to sorta aa lDatallllent p..,.eat on a debt )'bat I 

Ye reoop1ud tor a heok ot a oag t18e. .tad as that ~ .. rc. tel1e .. 



" bends an ear and eye ln thls dlreotlon, I hope he'll say to hlmselt: 
'You're dolng OK, Pappy.' And at least, I trled+ 

But now I gotta get thls into two, three or mebby tour envelopes 
and thus start it on 1ts way+ I hope the stuft arrives in or derly 
sequence, so it will be not too ditfioult for you to wade thru the 
details' I shall mark this "very very very urgent,· the number ot 
'verles' being determined by the number of envelopes required to enfold 
the day's business+ So, it you open these, , " the number 
of "veries," there will be some order to the consiggment+ 

But what ever the course ot politics" my deeper emotions are tor 
the success of our sea torces--and your personal satety+ After all, 
what matters it, who wins the election, lf we sufter deteat at the hands

l ot the jape+ And did I lay it on the line at the meeting last nlght~, 
In the audience, I d's covered a woman who was unconsciously twisting her 
handkerchief, , and she became my "audience barometer+' Every time~ she 
sorta stopped twist1ng, I paured 1t on a 11tt1e heavier and when ~ got 
to talking about arlee and maggots on jap bodies on S1apan," I actually 
tound myself searohing to drearful things to say, to -ma1ntain the 
momentum ot her emot10nal reactions+ And when I fin1 shed , nobody 1n 
the audienoe moved; I sensed they expected moee+ I ended an obvlous 
trying moment, by resumpt!on - ~ remarks, i. e.-II! I have made you 
rea.1ize the ser10usness of t .. J.e war our lads are tlghting, my work thls 
evening has been fully Justltied--and it I have Just enterta1ned you, 
then I better had stayed at homet" And one man sald: ·We're mlghty 
glad you came, Mister+' Then I lett the aud1ence in the hands of 
Alexander, DVA-er, who was scheduled to talk for Mabout an hour and 
a quarter on the GI b1l1+" PRor Alexander+ I was home betore he 
was ·due to fin1sh--'t~here was anybody there to hear the end ot his 
ta1k+ 

And you may be 1nterested 1n the tact that, at last, the gov't 
has given us an effective "Manpower" film--I'l'he War Speeds Upll--a lot of 
.... wm.mw quick shots from the official war films, worked 1nto the 
theme that the teapo otMWar grows apace, cre~ng demands for tlres, 
heavy artl11ery, larfer bombs, trucks, cranes~~lame thr~wers, while 
the en mplacant Home ront sl ts w1 th folded hands, "happy over the fact 
ta war s end is Just around the corner.,1 And with my own feelings, 

~~--"~)5,ack up ay my own ' Awar experiences, you can dam well know Shere is 
no 'spar1ng the lorsefl·.~ And lf the WHO don't 11ke their GOPJ)ub11ser, 
all they gotta do 1s say so+ But it you could see the "ana1ys1s" ot 
my work, as submitted to my boss yesterday, you'd laugh, beoause NOBODY 
possibly could be that good+ But I did not argue the p01nt--Just allowed 
as how y guy that good gute was entl.tl.~d to ..a~~-and what could he . 
do but gree+ I stll1 will bet you that tlnnolnt .. 

I'm ma111ng you, reg1;lar mall, a copy of the ?th (1943) report 
." •• m .program ln Hlnnesota+ Author' Why, hoo' d you eXpeC'.t+4-

Man hisse1f+ 
Hastily. 

HANK + 
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I Ootober 25 t 1944 
, MRS. JENNIE B. ROES SING 

RUSKIN APARTMENTS, PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 

Mrs. Harold E. Stassen 
Minneapolis 
Minnesota 

Dear Mrs. Stassen:-

As an admirer of yo ur husband 
and the fine record he has made in public 
service, both as ~overnor and now in the 
Navy, I wish to thank you for attending 
the Republican meeting at which Governor 
Dewey spoke last night. 

Encl osed is copy of a letter 
which I have just written to Senator Ball. 
It may seem strong to you but here in Penn­
sylvania - where some day support for your 
husband in the national field must come in 
great strength - such betr~al is unforgiv­
able. May I therefore ask you to see that 
this copy reaches your husband when he returns 
to civil life - or at any time that you deem 
wise. 

Meantime, and again thanks for your 
indication that you refuse to be the tool of 
the evil men behind Roosevelt who can in no 
way save the peace for which your husband is 
so loyally fighting. 

~a.a . Very Sinoer~, 

/ (Mrs. Jennie B. Ro ssing) 
(/' 



, 

Senator Joseph H. Dull 
S nnte fflee uil inc 

shin~ ... tjn. D. c • 
.De r en tOI : 

MRS. J. B. ROESSING 

THE RUSKIN 

PITTSBURGH 13, PENNSYLVANIA, 

o ; could you! 

as 

ad 1ror o~ 01' ar Governor I' 'old n. St asen, 
'wi th J 0 regard1ne hi fu. turs • ' 
~hi to lOuse here I st 11 hope 
tre chary . FOl' sin e you a ve 

1 n o.n no t41"C of' oubtfl.ll. In-
rlsnds in c out of e ott.. :lust us ~ 
to repudl '. to ou \'1hen 11 eta 1 to e1 11 

iJ.: no - -t the n orc orooking 
nf'tcr, as a Sa.. tor you shot.:.ld 

is not be. eke IlD b.,y the ste' 
in t; e nl tel.; St_ 'to Bl oh a 

'ost de-etro ad - reh bctI' yul "los 
saoci tlon.i tl. us :fine 0. j Oll..llg un 

I. stend you n rc - lly 0 belong 1. t' the oorruption! ts 
nan d. Ke lly . IIn6uo . l:'rcnderg at and Flynn "ho ..... I·e 'oloooln:;> ou 
so heartil . erh ps " OU think th' t .1v 1952 , ", en d"rol i.I 080 ' s 
turn comes , tl e .0 'cn "ill :r01~ eta But 0 011 ..... Ve Ion IDa ories. 

ours truly , 

( tr .. J .. ". c ... ~ in ) 

~Ol' to r • R r 1 ~ .. ~t e'en 



THOMAS 0.COLLINS 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW 

719 - 72? THIRD NATIONAL BANK BUILDING 

SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 

Mrs. Harold stassen, 
Wife of former-Governor stassen, 
st. paul, Minn. 

Dear Madam:-

oct. 26, 1944• 

I graduated from Minnesota m 1910 before I went 
to the Harvard Law school. I have always retained my deep interest 
in Minnesota affairs. I have been a great admirer of your splendid 
husband, for whom I foresaw a great future, and whom I had the pleasure 
of meeting personally, at a luncheon in his honor at Ann Arbor in 
1941 before the Minnesota-Michigan football game. 

Because of my interest in your husband's future, I 
have been dismayed by the effect which Senator Ball's renunciation 
has had upon your husband's political future. While I am sure, 
as all your husband's friends are, that he had absolutely nothing 
to do with Ball's statement, the latter 1s being interpreted every­
where as inspired by Mr. stassen for his own devious political 
advantage. In that connection, I am sending you enclosed an 
editorial from the Springfield Union of last evening. The Union 
is a rock-ribbed newspaper, with a long history, and a circulation 
in its morning and evening editions of approximately 75,000. It 
is recognized as the leading Republican organ in Western Massachusetts 
and Northwest New England. 

The Union expresses what is the common feeling 0 f 
people in this locality with whom I have talked. Because rrany people 
know of my int erest in Minnesota and the amount I had II talked up" your 
husband, many people ha.ve talked to me about the Ball stat ement. The 
reaction has been wholly bad, and always involves Mr. stassen. 

I presume that Navy regulations prevent Mr. Stassen from 
making any statement, but certainly some way should be found by you, 
through a radio address or otherwise, to repudiate senator Ball, so 
tha people "l'rgh-cnl't the country will know that this is not part 
of a stassen plot that would destroy your husband's future in the 
Republi can party. 

Very truly yours, 

~ 

TJC/C 
Enc. 



Dear Harold: 

"est St. Paul,J..inn . 
October 26, 1944 

fter readin- the _apers about the bi, scrap AdmiralA Halsey ' s fleet is or 
was in , I do hope this finds you in 500d health . No doubt you are somewhat 
tired form the strain of battle . 
I must a olo,ize for not writin, to you lonw ago . However, I always had 

ood intentions of writin& to you but somehow ,assed it by each ni ht . 

Just got throu h li.stening to Joe Ball on the radio tell why he is su,.ortin:; 
rtoosevelt instead of Dewey . He sure threw a monkey wrench in the deal and 
everyone in the ,arty in Minnesota is bitterly casti&atin$ him . ~aybe he is 
justified in his stand but I would think that every thing could be worked 
out ~ro.erly and for the good of all after the ~eace ~ro~ram ets under way 
after election . But of course I am no politician and will leave that to 
those who know . What do you think of Ball doin what he did , or can ' t you 
say? 

I went to Vindom with a couple of the boys from the office on the o, enin& 
day of ~ heasant season . Clarence Hanson, our ins~ector at Windom took us 
around . I did some good shootin~ again this year and mana~ed to knock down 
about ei ht birds . Some of the fellows that went alon~ could not hit the 
broad side of a barn and they shared in the s~lit . So it took some hard 
work and ~ood shootin~ on the part of others to almost obtain the limit 
for four men . The covering was ~retty heavy and it made it difficult to 
make the birds raise . Corn field huntin, WiI.,S not so ,ood due to the farmers 
raisin of hybrid corn which is about e ic-ht feet tall . If. you dont shoot 
at a bird the second you see it above the row your in, your just out of 
luck . 
Earl Zehnder ' s nine year old boy was severely burned last week after a 
blanke t he had wra~~ed around him while ,laying near a rubbish fire cau~ht 
fire"- He ran away and the clothes just burned off him . He was tGl.ken to the 
hos ,. ital and died a dQl.y or so later . 

Alice Alt an is in the hos. ital at Rochester in pretty bad condition . bhe 
has had colitis for the past two or three years and she steadily became 
worse . The iayo clinic found out th t she had tumors on the bowels and had 
to remove one . The other is being treated but we have not heard how she is 
etting alon lately . 

I sold my Ford cou e some months s ~obec61use it was 'et tint; too small for 
my family and have been ju lin, with cars ever since . I just recently bou ht 
a 1936 Buick small ei~ht in ~retty ~ood condition . However, today the 
Commercial Credit Coqt ., called me u~ and said that the car was mort,a.:ed' 
The fellow I bou ht the car from paid them $250 . 00 on the mort~a~e~ but it 
was not enou~ to cover . I told the Credit Com~any that if he did not ,ay 
u~ enou h to &ive me a clear title , they should let me know and I would 
swear ou~ a complaint against t he fellow I bought the car from . The Credit 
man said , no don't do that , we ~ave him ~ermission to sell the car but he dd 
not pay them off enou!h . They advised that I would et clear t i tle to the car . 
I do hope it comes out alri ht because I do not want to be the ,oat. 

Just got back fro seein~ the folks and find that they are in ~ood health . 
Pa was out till dark makin, ditches with the tractor and his scra er attach­
ment . He sure is sold on a tractor now . Too bad he didn ' t have one years a 0 
so he could have taken it a little easier . All of our kids are in ,ood health 
.nd the baby is ei~htmonths old today . She had a little cold and ear infection 

and seemed to have rheumatism in her le~s for a few weeks . Shes ~K now . 
Bill has another hernia . 18v e been helpln~ El~~~t a ~in the ~ 
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October Tft nty eventh 

o.yor J. C. Tye 

Keur ' ~, Nebraskb. 

Dear Joe~ 

•• A cO~J 

H. bal 1~ 

•• It 1s lily 

1944 

to HonoI', .. ble Joe Vts 

ooncuI' wit .. l the st" te-

..J 1 cc ~ r 'rs. · btas:.:.en n 

uU t f l' De'o~ej . 

Best pers;.mul rege rds, 

Jo n B. ~uinn 
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Hon. Joseph B. Ball 
u. q. Senate 
faahington, D. C. 

Dear Sirs 

October 24, 1944 

Iou Will rot remenber the wri tor but by way of introduction, permit 
me to s y that I \las in ettendap,ce at the meeting here when you spoke 
on behalf of Iluold Stassen before the primary. ,1 have been a 
staunch Republican all of my life, believing in the prinCiples of the 
Ps:'ty regardless of the too often followed tangent.s of many of the 
members of that Party. Tni&, ho. ever, haa naver caused. me tv waiver 
in oy belief of RepublicUl principles r,nd my support of the Party. 
I have senred sl3veral term;.> us C~)Unt..y Chrurman in t his county and am 

IIIe'mber of the Nebreska State Cantral Committee. 

You mde G genuine r.i"';o . i th tho.::;o 01 U.3 liLO t tel1u.eli S'!:;assent s meet-
~ ing iu r ..,.",nle:r l~H;t Ppring. Sta3scn h.: d ;:. greaTi deal of l'eal ~upport 

here. Your pOBition recently takEln in National politics has, to say 
tha la8st, greatly d:..:maged the good \-;ill b.ieb hfd been built for 
St ssen in this locality • 

. 1 Iso att.ended the COl:vention in Cbicago ... nd listened anxiously to 
hear your nomination of Stassen, only to hear you withdraw him and 
make one of the seconding talks for Thom<..s E. Dewey. Your position 
recently announced in the press can only make me, and I think many 
others, feel that you did not know your own mind in Chicago. This . 

gain ia a reflection upon Harold StaBsen. 

I am much amazed e:t one of your ate.temcnts us carried b-'.f the ' press this 
morning that Hopkins carried the invitation of President P..oosevelt to 
you to confer with the President and that you he.ve received no such 
invi tation from Thorn" s E. Dewey. Might it be bac&uee of your dangling 
by a thread over the Foreign Policy question that the New Dealers 
have taken advantage of you for one purpose only - their gain? It 
seems to me that your claim to be a Reoublican nd the fact that you 
gave every one the impression' at the ~nvention in Chicago that you 
were supporting Dewey could mean but one thing - that if you desired 
to discuss Foreign Policy with him you Should h ve sought him rather 
than to expect bim to seek you and 8li those people in this vast 
country of ours uho might have some pet ~uestion they desired answered 
to their satisfaction before they could make up their minde that the,y 
would support him:. So far as I have been able to determine, your 
sole reason for deserting your own candidate is that he has not 
alUlounced your Foreign Policy. I ,s this enough to justify you in deserting 



f 
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;your Party? Is this one issue greater than all other principles of 
tbe Party? If so, should you not reIlOunce the Party and use the banner 
of tbe New Deal.? 

I realize that this letter will do no good but I heve long sinCe 
reacbed the very definite conclusion thet this country is a country 
politically of two major parties and tbat tbe llen who bold high office 
in either of these parties should believe in the principles of that 
party and stand by their guns. I t Will oertainly do the P arty no 
gooa. to support a man who will not stand by end endeE..vor to strengthen 
and build uo tbe Porty. This "independent" idea is all hooey and is 
striking directly e.t the Political foundation of the country. Destroy 
our party Gystem is to destroy our form of Constitutional Government. 

The redl re son I write you is that r run sorry to see you exclude a 
fine, capable, strong young man from Republicun polities in Nebraska, 
a }toung man who hes bean willing .t;q forego the E'ervice of hi Country 
poll t.lcUJ.y to sel'V€ it in thE. 1\ Vi. It heE been the thought of many 
of us in NebI'lu.t.{[. that if thE; R publlc8ns were unsuccessful this Fall 

e would have a great opoortunity With Harold Stassep next time. 
ThiS, hO"'l leVer, will r.ot e true if you uniertcl:e 1:, ':" bring hi s candidacy 
to l;ebr~EIk&.. 

I still ren;&.:i.n 8 Ropubll"tn, e believer in the PETty principles and am 
deeply sorry to write'! this kind of a letter. I sincerely hope that 
you BJay give some further study to t e _ arty pr~ncipl",s end determine 
whether or not you OXE- in the right party. 

JCT:HB 
Edipboned 

Ref!?ectfully yours, 

J. C. Ty 



FARMERf AUTOMOBILE 
IN T E R INfURANCE E XCH ANG E 

.. 68D WILlIHIA£ BOULEVARD 

Loa AHOELER 54 CAL''''OANIA 

October 27, I 9 4 4 

Lt. Comdr. Harold E. Stassen 
c/o Commander South Pacific Force 
c/o Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, California 

Dear Harold, 

EXCHANGE GROUP 
FRRMERS RUTOMOBIL.E 
I .. T Co" INS U A R NeE . x c ....... 

TRUCK' ,NSURANCE EXCHANGE 
!' I RE INSURRNCE EXCHANGE 

I heard Ball give his radio talk last night on why he 
is supporting Roosevelt. Hearing him talk made me 
think back to my days in Minnesota, and of course my 
next thoughts were of you, so I decided I would drop 
you a line and say "Hello" . 

The radio these days seems ~o be "belching forth" 
with so much for and against the "Roosevelt adminis­
tration", that we almost miss the reports of the good 
work you fellows are doing in the South Pacific . 

It sure will be wonderful when this thing is over and 
all of you will be back home again. I know you would 
much rather hunt pheasants in Marshall, Minnesota than 
the Jap fleet in the South Pacific. 

Kindest personal regards, 

Sincerely, 

~ 
FS:lh 
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.~ Dewey Foreign 
Policy Views . i 

i 

Assailed by Ball I 
WASHINGTON, Oct. 26. (JP)- 1 

Explaining his decisi~.lIi to sup- ! 
,. port Pres'dent .Roosevelt for reo 1 

election, Sen. Ball (R.) Minn., i 
said tonight that "present lead· ; 
ers of lhe Rep~blican .party . are ; 
trying to fltand on both sides of 1 
the foreign policy ~ssue." ! 

He reiterated .that although l 
Gov. D~wey has spoken for a I 
strong international security or· 
ganization "both international· 
ists and isolatiorii13ts could find 
comfort and . support in what he 
said." ···:·· · ·, 

;ExplaI~1! Attit~d~ 
• In . a 'broadcast . speech, Ball . 
haq. thIs to say of Mr. Roose· : 
veWs attitude: . . , ~ 

."He w:mts .the United. Nations ,: 
security orgamzationestablished ' 
without delay, before hostilities 
cease. He wants our representa· 
tive on it legally endowed ' with 
authority to commit an agreed­
upon quota of our forces to ac­
tion against an aggr~ssor at the 
call of the council. 

. -Leadership Established . \ 
, uIn addition, the ,Roosevelt ad- I 

ministration, by a long: series of 
actions, has . reversed the isola­
,tionist foreign policy of.·. the 
United States. It has established 
American leadership In fighting 
this ' war . and in developing ' a 
world secu~ity Organization." 

Ball saId that GDv:. John W; 
Brick.er, Dewey's rumiing .mate, : \ 
"is talking the isoiatioriist~na. ·:! 
tiona list doctrines of the .McCor- ' 

I mick-Patterson press.'" . ..; 
'1 
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