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"etoUIt'l eCa'lll&" 
2'72'7 OLIVE STREET 

~U""'Tt"~"'~" P4.Rt(, CAL',. . 

1st November, 1944. 

Commander Harold stassen, USN, 
Flag Secy. . to Adm. Halsey, 
3rd US Fleet , 
FPO - San Francisco. 

My Dear Commander; 

Greetings from California. 

You've had greetings from California before 

from me, if you remember. But these go to 

a man in the service of Uncle Sam and carry 

everything in the way of best wishes for you 

that I have to offer. 

I hope this small token 

will bring you much luck. 



" 

November 2 . 1944 

Dear H.E.S. 

Yours of the 29 th reached Esther today, also yours of 
the 27th reached her yesterday . 

I tried to write you a s complete a picture of the whole 
aff air as possible. Joe did not see Tom at any time this summer. 
In my opinion that was one of the personal peeves that he was not 
invited on gold-engraved stationery to do so. It might have been 
smart to have done so . but if it had been done the "other half" 
Vlould have had.i t peddled all over Washington, and probably what 
was said and not said. 

Joe I S trip wi th Hannagan to see FDR was supposed to be 
on the basis of Dunbarton Oaks. 

He had made up his mind when he reached here what he was 
going to do . and how he was going to do it. It was cleverly planned. 
He did have a talk with Foster ~lis in New York. He said at least 
he thought Foster had the same feeling that he (Joe) had. This I 
question. 

The Ilbetter half" has high aspirations for the future. She 
has made statements like "what about Joe for 1948?" . maybe half kid-
ding --probably two-thirds serious. Joe at this time is completely 
out of the Republican party in Minneso tao I do not believe it 
necessar~ly follows that he, is impeached forever, but he will have 
to change his line of thinking, or he will be. 

As I have written you. Warren and I have tried to be 
temperate in our remarks , and I think it has been very helpful. I 
believe many of the older men are a little embarrassed over the vin­
dictive attitude they took the first two or three days. 

Walter Judd gave a wonderful Minnesota radio speech on 
Tuesday night , and talked to the Ramsey County Republicans afterwards. 
In a question and answer period someone asked him to comment on Joe 
Ball. First he said he preferred not to do so. Then he said he 
would re-consider. and made a statement to the eff ect that he admired 
Joe, his conscientiousness and his democracy, that every person has 
a right to his ovm beliefs , but that he didn't think Joe had done the 
right thing. Judd handled it very well. Personally, I believe Judd 
has made more votes for Dewey the past four or five days than any­
one else in Minnesota. I now have a call in for Herb suggesting Judd 
for a National hook-up be fore election. I am confident we can raise 
the money and pay for it here in the Twin Cities. Judd has done a 
magnificent job. and as I see it now, it is too bad we could not have 
built him up as our National spokesman. He has balance , lots of good 
sense, and good judgment. 

I had a dinner for Maas Tue sday night before the Judd talk. 
About twenty men were there. and they were very much impres sed wi th Mel. 

It is wJ opinion Dewey will carry Minnesota if we have a 
half way decent day. I believe he will show better in St . Paul than 
Willkie did , but he is verJ we~~ on the Range. 
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Dewey talked in Boston last night. His talk was on 
Communism, and specifically on the subject of tlproperty", of 
which the Catholics own a great deal. 

He got a good hand in many places, and an especially 
good hand when he spoke of men and ~~men being forced to pay 
money to Union leaders for political purposes. 

It is only a hunch, but I believe he will win. If he does'nt 
in my opinion it will be because they did not concentrate to a large 
enough degree on cultivating the independent vote. I told you that 
in July. Walter Judd, on the phone this morning, agrees 100% with 
it, and it could have been done very easily without hurting or inter­
fering with the regular Republican party. 

I believe I sent you copy of a letter we got out to all 
alternates and delegates to the Chicago Convention, all Republican 
officers in every state, a selected list of business men, all 
county chairmen and chairwomen, and enclosed with it copy of Esther'S 
speech. We mimeographed six thousand copies of it for Rose yesterday, 
and she is getting it out to all precinct workers. 

we got a tremendous press in Wisconsin . Vic Johnston, as 
you probably know, is handling the Dewey campaign there. He had lunch 
with me yesterday on his way to Grand Forks to his father's funeral. 
He told me Esther's talk was very well received, and the letter we 
addressed to alternates and delegates got a great deal of very favor­
able newspaper space. 

To be specific, the Stassen crowd have made the following 
recommendations the past week, which have been followed: 

1. A mid-westerner to introduce Dewey when he made his 
farm talk. That was Hickenlooper from Iowa. 

2. Esther'S broadcast. As I told you , she stole the show. 

3. Letter to alternates and delegates, and this morning I 
am wai ting for a call from Brownell regarding a national hook-up for 
Judd. 

Over and above that, Don Dickey has been, as I get it, the 
outstanding man in the Dewey Chicago office, and I think Vic Johnston's 
work in Wisconsin will probably carry the state 57 to 43. Warren has 
made several talks for Dewey around the Twin Cities. At 8 o'clock 
Friday night, Margaret Culkin Banning is going on the air with an 
excellent speech, and has written an article for the Sunday New York 
Herald on tlWby People Should Vote for Dewey" . Doc Radabaugh pitched 
as hard as he could under the circumstances. Earl Christmas, and his 
assistant, Blanche" have practically run the Campaign alone. Ed, as 
I have written you, has gone all out, and is going t o need at least a 
two weeks rest when this is over. 

Esther probably wrote you that when they introduced her from 
the platform, when Dewey spoke , 14,000 people arose as a unit and yelled 
and applauded, so I guess you are not yet forgotten in Minnesota. 
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Over and above that, I sent a check for three thousand to 
the National campaign, Which came from our crowd he r e . Now if they 
want Judd for a National hook- up , and we pay for that, I would say 
we have come through wi th flying colors, as much as possibly· could be 
expected . 

To get back to the Ball matter . Ed and I came to the 
conclusion, after an hour and a half with him, that he had made up 
his m~nd to go to the other side . I am enclosing an article which 
Bill Cunningham wrote . By the way, he is one of your greatest ad­
mirers in the country . After readi ng the a rticle , I called Bill on 
the phone and gave him the story, and he said he woul d correct it 
in the next day's column, and that I should no t hesi ta te to cedl him 
anytime a thing of thi s kind came up . 

Also I am enclosing a clipping from the morning paper regard­
ing the Butler Construction Company . It was aired for the first time 
by Fulton Lewis over the National hook-up. They say there is consider­
able to it . 

Ed will carry the state by about 65 to 35. All the Republican 
Congressmen should be easily elegted . 

Latest information is R- 43 , n - 47 , 10% undecided, and I believe 
with all that has been happening the past few days more than half of 
the 1010 will go to Dewey, and he should come out with a minimum of 
52 to 48 --again , if the weather is half way decent . 

After November 7th we are going to do some thinking, evenings , 
in a closed room, and with not so many present that it gets broadcast 
allover toi'm . 

As I wrote you a couple days ago, Esthe r looks swell , and 
she told me on the phone this morning she is completely happy and 
satisfied over her decision in make the broadcast . She said she 
couldn't understand Why it took her so long to come out in that frame 
of mind, and I told her it was probably be cause I suggested it. 
She gulped a little on that one. 

The weather has been abso lutely perfect - -C lear and 700 every 
day . 

Under separate cover I am enclosing a speech which Dewey 
gave in Minneapolis. 

We still have the "prima donnas" . If you don't do this, or 
don 't do that, somebody is hurt, and if you never do anything some­
body is always hurt . However, I checked the idea of Esther ' s speech 
with at least a hundred people, and the letter to alternates and dele­
gates with fully as many . 

John and Ben have been most helpful and cooperative with us . 
They both wrote Esther a note telling her how well she did it , and en­
closed pictures tha t were taken. 

I hope you are there long enough in receive this letter . 

since he ~~ ~r~s 1l0~~C~\i9-i,niigW~rren , has heard a word from Joe 
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I believe I wrote you tha t most of the newspaper 
men were quite disguested with hi s action. 

I questi on very much if his action will real ly hurt, 
to speak of , in Minnesota , because a r ticles like Bill Cunningham's 
(and there were many of them) will hurt to beat the devi l around 
the country. That was the main reason, of course , for getting out 
the letter to alternates and de l egates . 

I have not heard from you since you left here in 
July, Which is all the more proof that you are out of politics . 

To summarize: The Ball affair is very ser i ous and 
very bad, and I can assure you it is be i ng well handled and VQIl 
continue to be well handled without any vindictiveness on the part 
of Burger and myself , and I reque st that you be not upset about it . 
It probabl y is not one tenth as bad as it appears to you , being so 
far away and out of touch with everything . 

Hy very best , 



















Sunday morning Nov. 5th, 1944 
Dear Harold : 
After rummaging around for half an hour I finally found a couple of sheets of 
paper which have escaped the cyclone whtch constantly circulates in the person 
of the twins.A 11 at the Hughes house are well and T'1e are of course grateful for 
that.Had a good visit with Vi the other day and she is rather perplexed at all 
the developements. Harold and Iantha were up last week when Harold spoke to the 
Lutheran meeting.Said he figured he would work both sides of the street while he 
was here . Miss Elmer on my visits to the cities. He seemed to be a g00d tonic 
and could somehow make something look not too bad. The work of the Board gets me 

to the cities regularly.I continue to enjoy it a great deal and my associations 
on it. The old man is at least interesting and Ernie is a fine fellow and a man 
of substantial competence.Did you know Phil Sherman had left for an excellent 
position with Pillsburys. The State really Buffered a lo ps there. We have all be-

r en thinking a great deal of you of late what with the news from the Pacific. The 
\ general impression is that you are probably in the middle of the fracas. From the 

success of the venture I think we are right. You have had the habit of either be­
ing responsible or at least being associated with successful ventures.Whatever 
happens Harold you have the well wishes an~ prayers of a great many of your old 
friends, not the least of whom are some of the men at st. John's. While the natur 
of things prevent your knowing it/it would be a source of real gratification to 
you to know how many of the old crowd still feel. Only yesterday I got a note 
from Beryl Sederberg anent this thought. The news of that recent victory surely 
must be a real blow to the Japs even thol1gh,t the remainder of the road will be a 
long and a . tough battle.I have often been tempted to write another Open Forum 
letter concerning that swivel chair assignment that was to be yours but on second 
thought have decided it would serve no good purpose.Nothing is happening in this 
District this fall since everyting was lined up in the Primary to the liking of 
our statesman. From all reports Nye may not be returned to the Senate. Tris man 
Stambaugh has caused quite a furore even to the extent that Nye is now, in a few 
carefully selected locations, making world co-operative talks. Judd was here for 
a luncheon Friday and did a splendid job. After hearing him on the air the other 
night I called Walter and suggested that they contact the top boys and get him on 
nationally. He is far and away the most effective man they could present and I do 
not exclude the candidate.It is my understanding that he is to go nationally to­
morrow night although that may be too late to accomplish much. Last night I heard 
Margaret Culkin from Madison Square Garden. She was a credit to the head of the 
lakes and the whole movement. She made clear her first preference and then went 
into a splendid presentation, on a matter of principle, why she could support 
Dewey.As I listened to her the thought came to me, as it has many times, that you 
have every right to be proud of the kind of support which has been yours. I am 
sure Joe's action must be difficult'to appraise where the attempt is made without 
having before you all of the little color and backgroud incidents. Ed has handled 
it excellently well it seems to me. In effect he has said I do not auestion the 
honesty or sincerity but I disagree with his judgment. Tl' e violence and vehemence 
with which his announcement has been received has done far m~re for RoosveltTs 
cause than the original break.I guess I just never will get accusmomed to hearing 
people shout without having in mind the particular persons whom they hope to in-

t 

fluence. ~ter all it is the independent bloc which holds the balance of power. 
Juit why Earkley should have been a Saint and Joe a sinner is hard for me to see. 
I am reminded of what I said to you before Joe was appointed, "no one would ever 
have to ask another man what his position was on a real issue".I still think it 
an excellent qualification. If a man is wrong the processes of our system will be 
adequate to the occassion.I am not prepared to say Joe is right but I do not find 
it in my heart to condemn him for his action. I am positive it is the result of 
a decision made in what he conceives to be the best interest of America. This is 
a decidedly disappointing campai~n to me. I think I shall vote for Dewey but try 
as I will I simply cannot develope any .enthusiasm. If I sense the feeling aright 
the people of America are sick at heart. They have, by and large, had all of this 
administration they want but few are sold on the alternative in a positive sense. 
Neither side has risen to the majesty of the hour and the people are sicb at hea~ · 



In place of a discussion of issues and principles we have b~en treated to an 
unsavory serving, from both sides, of name calling, half truths, deception by 
innuendo, and just plain fench straddling.I see repeated on a grand scale the 
mistakes of negation which were largely responsible for my own situation two 
years ago. Willis in keynoting the Kentucky Convention says "Our day of Deliveran 
ce is at Hand". I have heard it said that Republicans will win when they deserve 
to win. Perhaps it is the education along the other line which makes this mess 
so distasteful to me. The President must be defeated at Worchester because of . 
~he threat, seriously advanced, of a monarchy and at Boston that night for the 
benefit of us Irish Catholics he must be defeated for fear the Communiits will 
take over through the vehicle of Hillman's PAC. No man in American labor has 
fought the Commies harder or more successfully than has Hillman. There are a lot 
of bad things about HAC without violating the truth like that. ~DIC is really a 
Republican measure. House Republicans voted 93 to 3 against it. Dumbarton Oaks 
is a real beginning, in st. Cloud Bricker is delighted with the fact that come 
January the party will have such "statesmen" as Harold and Hendrik both of whom 
were present, with whom to counsel.Those performances are not the kind to give 
a feeling af confidence to a thinking American no matter how dissatisfied he may 
be with the administration.Perhaps Bismarck was right that Providence does some­
how look after "Drunks, fools and American.With the great heritage whichis ours 
it seems a profound tragedy that in this fateful hour of our own and the world's 
history the leadership which is offered is unable to see the forest for the treea 
Surely we cannot forever dissipate opportunities without someday running out of 
chances to redeem our errors.AII this and a great deal more must have been in 
~oe's mind when he made that jump and so I say, having gone through the same 
turmoil myself in an effort to find the right course,I cannot find it in my 
eart to criticize him.Whichever man is elected I hope he brings to his job for 

the next momentous four years,vision and courage, imagination and judgment and 
that he be sufficiently humble to recognize man's inoompetence, standing alone, 
to solve the questions which will force themselves upon a tired and vengeful 
world. Valeria joins me in wishing you well and whatever you do take care of 
yourself to some degree at least. God be ~ith you. 

Sin~ 
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IW. 6, 1'41. 

Ha ... planned to wr1 \e and bfiDa T- up " ute _ 4ftel.opmeate I. 
ma.n,y weeka, l»ut th1Dgj hUt. papped 80 ' t.n, • Jleftr ha4 u.. t.o mte,.t an:r 
length and did not teel l:I.1ce g:1Jd.ng .yOU twJ.~. lut rvead rGUr of s.pt. 
rT it Rather ItUl"JD1ee .100. ba'Q been , plenty l>U8y .snc. thea, and etW'f TC14. 'lbe 
j!td.l.ll.piM shew and Naval batU. then locked traa beI'e like .. ~ .u...ton. 
t.8ard the t1n1eb of J.pan. . 
~l 'lb- -..pa1gn here luie ~ r.tiutr a1~, in new .of an tbat u at 
stake and the r.u poeblemaahea4. the- 1at~ ba," Nee!.,.a -).7 little hoMat 
di8Oul8ion t.rom d.ther side. Jlo.t of the QmPai,p. baa ~, etaarge" and ,count.,.. 
chargenand I th1nk a gnat m8Il3 ~ple arethOl"Ol3 dbguW 1d.th both ' Par\i-
I kD_your irul¥' 18. . 

,' ,~ yen , have beard 13y DCM' that I, after tire' nhl1n8 to ,001P8ign 
tt4' ~ .. , t1nany announced tor PflR and made • .,... tor h1a1 OIl tb. Bl- net 
wOrk .. ';'1 am o.ncloeing a spe~ I gave back b" ... BM'P Got. 4, a etaWmat 
iaeuect ~t*-12., anothe Oct. 23, and the 8PNch ttlr nm O4lt. 26 1Ih1oh """ the 
1I"O'ind- I'll aleo add my plNid1otion, tot' good...un. ,~,s the Catholic. 
bierat"Cb,1 • RUed <xl . the c~.t bogey i ' baa .... _ tlii nrd dOlJQ to de-teat 
FDR.thelatter: w.Ul Win subotant1all,y, and I tl:lS.Qk by a biggW-tor1ty thaD 111 
1940, r tl"Nlkly don.tt know the atUI1IV co the ' C&thoUc vote. 

NOIt' fer a little background. J1rat. I ~ the fnftt1c ettorte of your 
friends :in tinn ... ota to read me oat. of ~ partT, aM make cleal'that tIle,y .... 100 
percent tor Dewy have htmt y~ future poll tical carMI' , about which I t.[' lrlk they 

are more c!XlCcmed than' you are, mare than . \,reh1l1cn. Most of their reaction, 
violent J both, to rq tirot etatement and 1113 de~at.1C1l tor FOO, unfortunately Wll8 

pi tched, _~ personal abuee baais instead of 1seuea, which was a tis •• mce to J OU. 
For m.yptiit, I was not.. ceneemod with ywr tutun, but With America'.. I 80 firmly 
bellev.t ' that ycu will &0 places CJQ the baai. ot ,what you stand tor , :in spite , ot 
regular party and Old ':guard oppoaition, _ what I lay or do will.. 4uD 
little d1tferenc.. I haTe prw"ly _akced the value of my eu, port w1th1n tbe 
party but .'~ed it after a nadnaUm. 

Aa of course you know, I bad DO 1clea I would _e tbia m.cmt last. Augult. 
WhUe ... Jlt!Qinat.ed Dewey bl.1Dd .. to h1a pOa1tt~ on i •• ue., I bad no thought 
bat that be would at leut meaaure up autf1cd.ent ly eo that. 1D ccntr ... t to FUR 
he eaild be 8Uppcrted. Alter hU Philadelphia ~ech, I bee .. worried. That 
was when h-. first hi" the "bring ~e boye back home" tt l". It was T.lOiGJU and 
uucrupul.ou, 'and sbtMKI ' a eanpJ.etet lack ot understanding 0 ,' the reepcu1bil1tie. 
he weuld face as pre.~dent. Hie Lou1n1l1e epeech wae better, JAut vert ... k. and 
hits playiag to eve:n 'peanut gripe in , his wing to the .at, coast wornecl 1M _re. 
en top 0: that., GOP ~ite~ature reaching the attica wae cli.turbillg.. SlY ant.i-
.em1 tic1em. ap~~ \0 hate and pre4udice wre the rule. '!he oallllUl'det bopy wa. 
be1ag handled .0 reo;j,essly as to 'be clangerows tor the tuture. 

I wen\ h. convinced I cClQld not .peak tor Dewey because of the.. tata, 
pl_ the straight 1eolation:1at appeala being made by Bricker, Clare tuce, EY 
Blrka_ ~ Warren" Ather\oo, all Republican Na imal CC8I1tt'"'e speakers CI'l 

national boolQlps. I had hoped to avoid a direct statement, but DuIm and JOlles 
had DMdlecl the pleas into put.t1ng me on the spot ~ct I lOt. ott by \he etatemant 
quoted in Oct.~ 4 'P' ech. , . , , ' " 

, '!be ~t' CIl wae terrific. Ed _. fII8tiJt, a HD8 I~t.ement.. D\mn. Jones 
Carlson, .t al _t nutl, read me out of the ~ aDd the C~ .. Ridder papes 

/" i 
-,_ J ,l . 
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joined , the crhorws. I got. same preecur., not t o wa-ria .. , but perha,. got • 
l1tU. irked. Any he., I ,1Iede the broa~~aatJ .which calmed . the boy. deJlfll • bit. 

. 'then die<:overed . wnen I returned . to Vfaahingtcn the nat.1~l ~aicma 
and dete~tQ try to torc$more diseU98icm .and CUI1ID1t.-rlt,s on toreiln po11oy, 
. hence OC.t. 12 statement. 'lbink I · succeed .. "",U 'in tbat..Dftey duckecl ' the key 
tb1rd quest.ion and FOR answerQd flat yea. Since then Dewy haa pu.bl1ol¥ eDdoraecl 
Wiley . at wisconsin ana IqtmJ or I1l1nou, on top of 1Ib:1ch' Republican NatiODal 
CoJrIJnitu. bought, full page in !lew Yaak TJ.mee for. article by Robert Mo_ 
taking lItra1gJlt l~lationUt poet.1 tian an thir~' 'i_tion, . Haw ·DO . "gets 
whatever on position ~ am more conville. tban1J'fer Deny 1. pbcoey~ 

:n,. 18 . AV · cons1dGred Conviction. that hie eleet.:LOIl wcul.d .1"" eiid 
of war three to six m.~ at. leut ami delay 1ntem&t.1onal co('peration .t leut 
a year, it not kUi it f ·or good beC8U$e of Ruaei-.n angle. Some day ! hope y.ou 

, rea.d a ccaplet.er tile , ot Dewey's . 8peeobee ,and I know 1Ibat you will think. n. 
has attempted,. inetead of presenting a strOl1@ program tor ,the futU'l"e, to proe:ecute 
his .wa:r to the presidene •• and with a dishoneat prosecution at~ that.... As 
10U know) I bave always ha4 my doubteabotlt him.. Now r am convineed he is not 
only an $.nteJ.lectual peanut" but a very dangel"OUS . .-x man whose TeCiliS8 lust 
tor ~. ia tar greater thtin any other ccmtideration.P'DR 18 not only the 
le8eSl! .. Qf~:~~ evil~, but beside , Doey, almost achieves gredaesst 

I mde \we mis-takes. one was in not letting my frienda in 
liinneaQta Inowbet-orebaod-" '!he other wae aCctpt1ng an invitation thru Hopkins 
FOR Oct. 15. 'n. t.lked tor an hour an Dumbarton o&ks and toreign. policy I wi.tb 
no mentiCll cteampa1gn, but the a~ leaked and gave the -smear prells a gOocl 
chanoe.. lahould. have tonse n that , but was 80 da.m'Qed amdous to pte one of 
the twil',~dent.iel candide-ted talking on real. 111r-ues in toreign paUcy that. 
I Iortif, it. n.edla.asto aay, no one in tbe ne.y camp ever evinced the slightest 
inteNat in ~ viewe or position, betore or after the statemen t . 

'!he boye back haDe put 'Judd 011 a aatic:mal network tor a half hour 
S1mday n1ght ~i0U8J.r. 1n an etfel't toatte.t. . ., action. He uaeked me, not 
teo badly .. 

! . am "17 much afraid the 'new international HOU1'1ty organization 
facu even tough" .1edd!ng, than the Leque • . 1'bat. wlllbe tile next t1ght.. If the 

., two old partie.. tumble and botbh it. in CcQgl"eas, .. 1m Y happen, Iwould not be too 
Ii It eurprieeq to lee a tb1J'd party en 1;.hat. iaeue in 1946 and 48. AlIIO, yours 
t.nl,y might be in it, I t.l1nk event. will determine 1Ihether tr,ere 18 a ~e. 'lbe 

15111e ia big ~ough it it is made by eventa. 
Inc1del'11;all y, I took a ca.ck at acme of the senatorial cont.eats -

Wiaconsin and Ill. Might &$ _U be hung tor a eh .. p as a goat. 
, Accordmg to the .r.aa1l, I 'm either" bero or & heel. According 

tD me, I'm. aW.l the eame ~ YQl1 tdJn.d into thia job, ~ c.caa1derably more 
eoaeerned about the ftlture. Be$t of luck and Gocl save you. tJ-om your tt-lends, 
lD3:a.a 1neludecl. 

A, ewr, ' 
~ 301f 

PS. Juat a ti.mely rem.1nderot my warning to YO\1 at the time you wanted to anpoint 
Joe. I told yw. I wO\1l.cl make a l~.,y Sena~ia;L witel J'wIt glance at the 
MeCormiCk-Hearat papers and you will see t4.7 tears juet1t1e4' Any hew I stUl 
emphatically believe in both Joe and tbe n,el$.rat1on of Independence - alao you • 

. kttq.· 



Commander Harold E. Stassen, U.S.N.R., 
c/o Staff Commander, Third Fleet, 
c/o Fleet Post Office, 
San Francisco, California. 

DeJll' Harold: 

1785 Palace Ave., 
St. Paul 5, Minnesota. 
November 6, 1944. 

The Campaign is now ended and I am writing you to pass on my views as 
I have watched the de~e10pments in this Presidential and State campaign. 

f 

Dewey started out with a few good constructive talks outlining the 
program that he would cerry out if he were elected president. According to 
reports, these first speeches fell flat; whether it was the speech or the 
person that didn't click, I can't s~. Anyhow, the tactics were changed, and 
the speeches that followed were constructed as criticisms of the President and 
his administration, which finally developed into a tirade against communism 
with emphasis on Sidney Hillman and Earl Erowder in which both the presidential 
and vice-presidential candidates participated. 

I 
last Thursday evening Dewey brought out the communi stic angle again at 

Eoston, no doubt to influence the Ca,tholic vote in the New England States. You 
hear criticism of this form of campaigning by Republicans who do not believe in 
this rabble-rousing method of winning votes. 

On the whole, I believe the presidential campaign was carried on as 
effectively as possible here in the State with none of the bickering or fighting 
among party leaders which ordinarily takes place in campaigns. Literature, 

1 however, put out by the Republican party here in some instances has been bad. 
No effort was mede to get the labor vote. There were no labor committees set 
up either on the national or state basis. The only committee which was active 
in the State was the Veterans' Committee headed by Pat Cliff and Tess Carlson. 
Outside of this, I can't recall anything that was done to capture the independent 
vote. 

On Monday, October 23rd. Joe announced his support for Roosevelt and 
Truman - the same day Truman was in St. Paul to deliver a talk. Truman took 
advantage of Joe's statement by declaring he knew Joe was really a Democrat all 
the time although Joe hadn1 t known it himself. That same day also, Davenport 
came out for President Roosevelt. You can see where both of these moves coming 
at the same time complicated matters as far as you were concerned. The 
Republicans were boiling mad. Joe's statement, coming just the day before 
Dewey's visit, threatened to put a damper on the antiCipated enthuisiastic 
reception for him, but as it worked out, everything went along fine. 

About 14,000 attended Dewey I s talk in Yinneapolis. He received a fine 
reception from the crowd with the Governor going all out for him both in the 



RES: 2 
November 6, 1944. 

evening and in the meetings with various groups during the day. His people who 
traveled with him I believe were sold on the fact that the Stassen supporters 
here were for him in every way. When Mrs. Stassen was introduced she received a 
fine STANDING ovation, the on~ one accorded t h is courtesy except Mrs. Dewey. 

According to the poll, Dewey was weaker than Willkie when he sta,rted out. 
He has picked up though until now I believe he has reached about the same stage 
as Willkie at this time. However, unless he can pick up enough votes from the 
undecided column, which at this time still is 10% of the vote here in the 
state, I am afraid he will come out on the losing end with the race so close 
at this time that unpredictable fe,ctors such as the weather and the soldier vote 
could tip it one way or the other. 

Our poll in the State shows Dewey ahead 47% to 43% with 10% undecided. 
There was a spot check made in four counties: the Seventh Ward in St. Paul, 
the Thirteenth Ward in Minneapolis, Stearns and Steele Counties. This showed 
Roosevelt losing support in Steele and the Thirteenth Ward in Minneapolis, but 
pioking up 5% in Stearns County and 9% in the Seventh Ward in St. Paul. The 

'

net results show very little change from the 1940 vote. My prediction is that 
Roosevelt will carry this state in about the same proportion as he did in 1940. 

With this St ate having all Republican Congressmen and elected officials, 
and the opposition state ticket very weak. especially Allen who bas not been 
able to help the President at all, I believe that Dewey should have been able 
to place our State in the Republican column. This election in the Republican 
voting seems to be shaping up more into an anti-Roosevelt than a pro-Dewey vote. 

Dewey1 s press relations have been bad. The press boys are not very 
well impressed with him and his actions antagonize them. This reaction I have 
gotten from two or three newspaper men. 

I have talked to people who listened to Mrs. Stassen's radio talk for 
Dewey last week. They all commended her highly for her very constructive and 
convincing talk coupled with a very f i ne deliver~. 

I 
Judd has come to the forefront by his talks for Dewey in which he also 

helped you by referring to his stand as a supporter of yours before the Convention. 

Joels statement I do not think has had much effect on the State here 
itself although I feel that it bas hurt Dewey's cause in the Eastern and New 
England states. Efforts have been made to try to rectify conditions brought on 
by it here. After he declared himself for Roosevelt and Truman, he released a 
statement to the effect that he had talked to Harry Hopkins and Roosevelt for an 
hour. You can readi~ vitualize the thinking of all Republicans and those who 
believed Ball was sincere, began to wonder if he really was so sincere and 
honest. The Democratic National Committee has furnished considerable radio time 
for him, during which he has praised Truman who had been a complete flop in the 
campaign picture. An article came out of New York stating that part of one of 
his broadcasts bad been paid for by some garment union; the sequence of events 
ha.d made many people speculate on what Joe's purpose is in doing these things. 

The damage Joe has done to you will be hard to overcome but I feel that 
this experience will be valuable to you in the future. I am confident that with ~ 
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your ability when you get back here the Republicans will be looking for someone 
to bring them victory •. 

Really the only one who benefited was Shipstead, who with his own election 
only two years away, has come out with several radio talks for Dewey, thus 
cementing himself with the group he had yet to win over in the State. He has 
confined his remarks to a recital of the charge that Dewey is the man to clean 
up the mess that Roosevelt has created, and has remained entirely silent about 
foreign policy. 

The Democrats have made capital of the isolationist Senators who have 
come out for Dewey, including Senator Ship stead. Inasmuch as Dewey did not 
repudiate ~ of these people, nor the Chicago Tribune, they really have put in 
some punches that have hurt him. There are many Republicans who are not entirely 
sold on Dewey1s weak statement of Foreign policy but who ~ill support him anyway 
because of their dislike for the President. Then there are Republicans who are 
just as bitter against Dewey. 

Through all of this, the campaign for Goernor has been overshadowed. The 
election' results wili sho~Ed winning b.r a large majority. 

Bricker came to Minnesota and was well received getting a good audience 
everywhere he talked. In the course of his talk here in St. Paul, he mentioned 
your name at least four or five times in a complimentary way; he ~lso referred 
to your succe ssor, Governor Thye, as being an outstanding Governor. In his 
concluding remarks he mentioned Tom Dewey's name. From St. Paul he went to 
St. Cloud. then he proceeded on to ' Duluth where he met practically all of the 
party people in that Vicinity. I concluded he was out campaigning for himself in 
1948. 

Congratulations on the smashing victory that our boys ~on .at Leyte. I 
know you are in that vici nity, so give the enemw hell! 

If there is anything of importance or interest that I feel you would like 
to know, I will advise you. 

Your fri end, 

PJ 

p.S. It is now 3:30 P. M. the day before election. It is very cloudy with 
prospects of snow, sleet and rain for tOMODrow. "I planned it that way" t .... FDR. 
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