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“Hone Joseph Me Bell C O p )TGum 1, 1944
genate office Eldge _
vashington, DeCe

Deayr friewd Joes

vell, now that you have gone sand done 1t, and for ressons wihiel,
no do you itk good and sufficlent, though none of your friends
ocan see it that way, it scems to ue thet to be fully concistent, you
should resign your svat as Republiecn Senstor from the State of
Hinnesoté and then if you want to, run on your own platform, whate
ever thet would develop to be and see Af people ceclded you were
oll vet or we are. It is guite beyund me o understrnd ohy you have
made such & phoble out of githor Ceandldote's position on intere

_ netionalisn.

Mo one will guestion Uileon's eincerity vhen he wes epending
hia life's blood for the Lesgue of Naotions but histery telle you
what little effect this oventually hod on the action of Congress.
It will ®e the gseme ageine Uhile I de not disegree ticularly
with your viewpoints on international mstters, I feel thet you have
sloply nullified gond you might do for ﬁ:i- cause in Congrees
becouse you have elininsted the respect of Pepubliesns end you will
find ne besom friends aveng the Demoerato.

/8 T have Andicated to you before, 1 ean net understend how
you con pisce 8o much reliance in the expreseions of & mon who hes
been abtle to sccomplial: the mentel gymnucties thet Hoosevalt has
einge 1038, rersonally, Wilson wes at leest sincere in his stand
in whet Le beljeved but you know 28 well as I de that the Countey
ia justifiably doubtful ae to the sincerity of the present occupant
of the “iulte jiouse except to » tucte himeelf in office, to which
wmuxwlnpmmg To do this, of course, moanse
also perpotustion of the motiey erowd that has grown up around him
within the lest 12 yeors. Are now jJoianing that crowd? JIf cver
there wos o time our Augeen & cleani that tine
certaldy existe in Uashington now end while the River /lpheus may
not be evallebls to do the Job, I do think thet & men llke Dewey
would éo 1t with no epolozice to offer. The situntion in Cashington
is worse than it wes is Minnesote In 1938 becouse of its larger and
mors extencive ramificatiocns.

MEMBER NATIONAL FRATERNAL CONGRESS OF AMERICA
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“Hon. Joseph H. Ball C O p Y
(cont'd. p.2)

You made & good many friends through this part of Wisconsin
when you were here speaking for Herold Stassen and I have talked
with quite & lot of them and while T can't say that any one is

with you, they certainly are all grieved that you should
heve felt compelled to take the steps you have. I don't think you
are going to meke many votes for Roosevelt or take any away from
Dewey. You have simply killed your own influence for the very thing
‘you want to do., I am eés far removed from the reactionery die-hard
Republican as ] am from the New Deal Roosevelt. There is a median
between the two that we must follow in our national affairs and I
.rather presume we will travel that course, Harold Stassen seemed
to be able to do that and get places in Minnesota and I can't
believe Herold is endorsing your present action. I can't believe
that you have gone Ioulnlistic end New Dealish and have lost your
faith in "America, Unlimited." If we solve our problems at home,
making free enterprise work &s it should in a country whose people
are not slaves of the state~and that is what the people of the
United States want, we don't need to worry about some of the other
countries whose idealogies we certainly will not follow, and are
going to continue to resist belng forced upon us even though we
might not be successful in deing so this year, It is too bed we
can't have your help in doing this but maybe you don't want to
help us. How about 1t?

Eincerely yours,

MEMBER NATIONAL FRATERNAL CONGRESS OF AMERICA
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"Clover Charlie” "Good Luck”

2727 DLIVE STREET
LR s ey Park, CaLIF,

1st November, 1944.

Commander Harold Stassen, USN,
Flag Secy. to Adm. Halsey,
3rd US Fleet,
FPO - San Francisco.
My Dear Commander;

Greetings from California.
You've had greetings from California before
from me, if you remember. But these go to
a men in the service of Uncle Sam and carry
everything in the way of best wishes for you
that I have to offer,

I hope this small token

will bring you much luck.

Yours sincerely, _



b 5,3

—

November 2, 194l
Dear H.E.S.

Yours of the 29th reached Esther today, alsc yours of
the 27th reached her yesterday.

I tried to write you =2s complete a picture of the whole
affair as possible. Jos did not see Tom at eny time this summer.
In my opinion that was one of the personal peeves that he was not
invited on gold-engraved stationery to do so. It might have been
smart to have dons so, but if it had been done the "other half"
would have had-it peddled all over Washington, and probably what
was said and not said.

‘ Joe's trip with Hannagan to see FDR was supposed to be
on the basis of Dunbarton Oaks.

He had mede up his mind when he reached here what he was
going to do, =md how he was going W do it. It was cleverly planned.
He did have a talk with Foster abﬁlis in New York. He said at least
he thought Foster had the same feeling that he (Joe) had. This I
question.

The "better half" has high aspirations for the future. She
has made statements like "what about Joe for 1948?", maybe half kid-
ding --probably two-thirds serious. Joe at this time is completely
out of the Republican party in Minnesote. I do not believe it
necessarily follows that he. is impeached forever, but he will have
to change his line of thinking, or he will be.

As I have written you, Warren and I have tried to be
temperate in our remarks, and I think it has been very helpful. I
believe many of the older men are & little embarrassed over the vin-
dictive attitude they took the first two or three days.

Walter Judd gave a wonderful limmesote radio speech on
Tuesday night, and talked to the Ramsey County Republicans afterwards.
In a question and answer period someone asked him to comment on Joe
Ball. First he said he preferred not to do so. Then he said he
weuld re-consider, and made a statement to the effect that he admired
Joe, his conscientiousness and his democracy, that every person has

. & right to his own beliefs, but that he didn't think Joe had done the

rignt thing. Judd handled it very well. Personally, I believe Judd
has made more votes for Dewey the past four or five days than eny-
one else in Minnesota. I now have a eall in for Herb suggesting dJudd
for a National hook-up before election. I am confident we can raise
the money and pay for it here in the Twin Cities. Judd has done a
magnificent job, end as I see it now, it is too bad we could not have
built him up as our National spokesman. He has balance, lots of good
sense, and good judgment,

I had a dinner for Maas Tuesday night before the Judd talk.
About twenty men were there, and they were very much impressed with Mel.

It is my opinion Dewey will carry Minnesota if we have a
half way decent day. I believe he will show better in St.Paul than

Willkie did, but he is very weak on the Range.
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Dewey talked in Boston last night. His talk was on
Communism, and specifically on the subjeect of "property", of
whieh the Catholics own a great deal.

He got a good hand in many places, end an especially
good hand when he spoke of men end women being forced to pay
money to Union leaders for political purposes.

It is only a hunch, but I believe he will win. If he does'nt
in my opinion it will be because they did not concentrate to a large
enough degree on cultivating the independent vote. I told you that
in July. Walter Judd, on the phone this morning, agrees 100% with
it, and it could have been done very easily without hurting or inter-
fering with the regular Republican party.

I believe I sent you copy of & letter we got out to all
alternates and delegates to the Chicaego Convention, all Republican
officers in every state, a selected list of business men, all
county chairmen and chairwomen, and enclosed with it copy of Esther's
speech. We mimeographed six thousand copies of it for Rose yesterday,
and she is getting it dut t all precinct workers.

We got & tremendous press in Wisconsin., Vic Johnston, as
you probsbly know, is handling the Dewey campaign there. He had lunch
with me yesterday on his way to Grand Forks to his father's funersal.
He told me Esther's talk was very well received, and the letter we
addressed to alternates and delegates got a great deal of very favor-
able newspaper space.

To be specific, the Stassen orowd have made the following
reconmendations the past week, which have been followed:

l. A mid-westerner to introduce Dewey when he made his
farm tealk. That was Hickenlooper from Iowa.

2. Esther's broadcast. As I told you, she stole the show.

3. Letter to alternates and delegates, and this morning I
am waiting for a call from Brownell regarding a National hoock-up for
Judd.

Over and ebove that, Don Dickey has been, as I get it, the
outstanding man in the Dewey Chicago office, and I think Vie Johnston's
work in Wisconsin will probably carry the state 57 to L43. Warren has
made several talks for Dewey around the Twin Cities. At 8 o'clock
Friday night, Margaret Culkin Benning is geing on the air with an
excellent speech, and has written an article for the Sunday New York
Herald on "Why People Should Vote for Dewey". Doc Radabaugh pitched
as hard as he could under the circumstances. Earl Christmas, and his
assistent, Blanche" have practically run the Cempaipgn alone. Ed, as
I have written you, has gone all out, and is going to need at least a
two weeks rest when this is over.

Esther probably wrote you that when they introduced her from
the platform, when Dewey spoke, 1,000 people arose as a unit end yelled
and epplauded, so I guess you are not yet forgotten in Minnesota.
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Over end sbove that, 1 sent a check for three thousand to
the Nationael campaign, which came from our crowd here. Now if they
want Judd for a National hook-up, and we pay for that, I would say
we have come through with flying colors, as much as possibly could be
expected.

To get back to the Ball matter. Ed end I came to the
conelusion, after an hour and & half with him, that he had made up
his mind to go to the other side. I am enclosing an artiecle which
Bill Cunningham wrote. By the way, he is one of your greatest ad-
mirers in the country. After reading the artide, I called Bill on
the phone and gave him the story, and he said he would correct it
in the next day's column, and that I should not hesitate t call him
anytime a thing of this kind came up.

Also I am enclosing & clipping from the morning paper regard-
ing the Butler Construction Company. It was aired for the first time
by Fulton Lewis over the National hook-up. They say there is consider=-
able to it.

Ed will carry the state by about &5 to 35. All the Republican
Congressmen should be easily elected.

Letest information is R-L43, D-47, 10% undecided, and I believe
with all that has been happening the past few days more than half of
the 10% will go to Dewey, end he should come out with a minimum of
52 to 48 --again, if the weather is half way decent.

After November Tth we &re going to do some thinking, evenings,
in a closed room, end with not so many present that it gets broadecast
all over towm.

As I wrote you & couple days mgo, Esther looks swell, and
she told me on the phone this morning she is completely happy and
satisfied over her decisicn o make the broadcast. ©She said she
couldn't understand why it took her so long to coms ocut in thet frame
of mind, snd I told her it was probably because I sugrested it.

She gulped a little on that ons.

The weather hes been absolutely perfect --clear and 70° every
da.y.

Under separate cover I am enclosing a speech which Dewey
gave in Minnespolis.

We still have the "prime dommas". If you don't do this, or
don't do that, somebody is hurt, and if you never do anything some-
body is always hurt. However, I checked the idea of Esther's speech
with a2t least a hundred pevple, and the letter to alternates snd dele-
gates with fully as many.

John end Ben have been most helpful and cooperative with us.
They both wrote Esther a note telling her how well she did it, and en-
closed pictures that were taken.

I hope you are there long snough to receive this letter.

since he JePd g,@rgssoﬁgchag@ngqurren, has heard a word from Joe
B e Ly e Y ey P QI QU n A V-
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I believe I wrote you that most of the newspaper
men were quite disguested with his action.

I question very much if his action will really hurt,
to speak of, in Minnesota, because articles like Bill Cunningham's
- (end there were many of them) will hurt to beat the devil around
the couritry. That was the main reason, of cowrse, for getting out
the letter to alternates and delegates.

I have not heard from you since you left here in
July, which is all the more proof that you are out of politics.

To surmerize: The Ball affeir is very serious and
very bad, and I can essure you it is being well handled and will
continue to be well handled without any vindictiveness on the part
of Burger and myself, and I request that you be not upset about it.
It probably is not one tenth as bad as it appears o you, being so
far away and out of touch with everything,

My very best,
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Sunday morning Nov, 5th, 1944
Dear Harold:
After rummaging around for half an hour I finally found a couple of sheets of
paper which have escaped the cyclone which constantly circulates in the person
of the twins.A 11 at the Hughes house are well and we are of course grateful for
that.Had a good visit with Vi the other day and she is rather perplexed at all
the developements, Harold and Iantha were up last week when Harold spoke to the
Lutheran meeting.Said he figured he would work both sides of the street while he
was here, Miss Elmer on my visits to the cities. He seemed to be a go~d tonic
and could somehow make something look not too bad,The work of the Board gets me
to the cities regularly.l continue to enjoy it a great deal and my associations
on it, The old man is at least interesting and Ernie is a fine fellow and a man
of substantial competence.,Did you know Phil Sherman had left for an excellent
position with Pillsburys. The State really suffered a loss there. We have all be-
.en thinking a great deal of you of late what with the news from the Pacific, The
h‘general impression is that you are probably in the middle of the fracas. From the
success of the venture I think we are right. You have had the habit of either be-
ing responsible or at least being associated with successful ventures,Whatever
happens Harold you have the well wishes and prayers of a great many of your old
friends, not the least of whom are some of the men at St. John's. While the natue
of things prevent your knowing it,it would be a source of real gratification to
you to know how many of the o0ld crowd still feel. Only yesterday I got a note
from Beryl Sederberg anent this thought.The news of that recent victory surely
must be a real blow to the Japs even thoighf the remainder of the road will be a
long and a tough battle.I have often been tempted to write another Open Forum
letter concerning that swivel chair assignment that was to be yours but on second
thought have decided it would serve no good purpose,Nothing is happening in this
District this fall since everyting was lined up in the Primary to the liking of
our Statesman., From all reports Nye may not be returned to the Senate, This man
Stambaugh has caused quite a furore even to the extent that Nye is now, in a few
carefully selected locations, making world co-operative talks,Judd was here for
a luncheon Friday and did a splendid job., After hearing him on the air the other
night I czalled Walter and suggested that they contact the top boys and get him on
nationally. He is far and away the most effective man they could present and I do
not exclude the candidate.,It is my understanding that he is to go nationally to-
,morrow night although that may be too late to accomplish much, Last night I heard
jnargaret Culkin from Masdison Square Garden, She was a credit to the head of the
lakes and the whole movement, She made clear her first preference and then went
into a splendid presentation, on a matter of principle, why she could support
Dewey.As I listened to her the thought came to me, as it has many times, that you
have every right to be proud of the kind of support which has been yours. I am
sure Joe's action must be difficult to appraise where the attempt is made without
having before you all of the 1ittle color and backgroud incidents. Fd has handled
it excellently well it seems to me., In effect he has daid I do not cuestion the
honesty or sincerity but I disagree with hig judgment, Tre violence and vehemence
with which his announcement has heen received has done far mmre for RoosveltTs
cause than the original break.l guess I just never will get accustomed to hearing
people shout without having in mind the particular persons whom they hope to in-
fluence. After all it is the independent bloc which holds the balance of power.,
Jugt why Barkley should have been a Saint and Joe a sinner is hard for me to see.
I am reminded of what I said to you before Joe was appointed, "no one would ever
have to ask another man what his position was on a real issme".Il still think it
an excellent qualification, If a man is wrong the processes of our system will be
| adequate to the occassion,I am not prepared to say Joe is right but I do not find
it in my heart to condemn him for his action. I am positive it is the result of
a decision made in what he conceives to be the best interest of America. This is
'a decidedly disappointing campaifn to me, I think I shall vote for Dewey but try
as I will I simply cannot develope any enthusiasm, If I sense the feeling aright
the people of America are sick at heart. They have, by and large, had all of this
administration they want but few are sold on the &lternative in a positive sense,
Weither side has risen to the majesty of the hour and the people are sick at heaxt-



In plate of a discussion of issues and principles we have been treated to an

_unsavory serving, from both sides, of name calling, half truths, deception by

Linnuendo, and just plain fench straddling.I see repeated on a grand scale the

' mistakes of negation which were largely responsible for my own situation two
years ago., Willis in keynoting the Kentucky Convention says "Our day of Deliveran
ce is at Hand", I have heard it said that Republicans will win when they deserve
to win, Perhaps it is the education along the other line which makes this mess
so distasteful to me. The President must be defeated at Worchester because of .
the threat, seriously advanced, of a monarchy and at Boston that night for the
benefit of us Irish Catholics he must be defeated for fear the Communigts will
take over through the vehicle of Hillman's PAC. No man in American labor has
fought the Commies harder or more successfully than has Hillman, There are a lot
of bad things about BAC without violating the truth like that, BPDIC is really a
Republican measure, House Republicans voted 93 to 3 against it, Dumbarton Osks
is a real beginning, in St. Cloud Bricker is delighted with the fact that come
January the party will have such "statesmen" as Harold and Hendrik both of whom
were present, with whom to counsel,Those performances are not the kind to give

a feeling af confidence to a thinking American no matter how dissatisfied he may
be with the administration.Perhaps Bismarck was right that Providence does some-
how look after "Drunks, fools and America".With the great heritage whichis ours
it seems a profound tragedy that in this fateful hour of our own and the world's
history the leadership which is offered is unable to see the forest for the trees.
Surely we cannot forever dissipate opportunities without someday running out of
chances to redeem our errors.All this and a great deal more must have been in
/Joe's mind when he made that jump and so I say, having gone through the same

w urmoil myself in an effort to find the right course,l cannot find it in my
Yheart to criticize him,Whichever man is elected I hope he beings to his job for
the next momentous four years,vision and courage, imagination and judgment and
that he be sufficiently humble to recognize man's inocompetence, standing alone,
to solve the questions which will force themselves upon a tired and vengeful
world. Valeria joins me in wishing you well and whatever you do take care of
yourself to some degree at least. God be with you.

Sincerelyy )
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
THIRD FLEET

'Ihumpaimherahaabm rathe: sickening, in view of all that is at
stake and the real pooblems ahead. The latter have received very little honeat
discussion from either side. Hutafmecmpd.gnhubcenehar -and ecunter-
chargenand I think a great many people arcthoroly disgusted with both partied
I know your truly is,

Supposé you have heard by now that I, after first refusing to campaign
for Dewey, finally announced for FDR and made a speech for him on the Blue net
worke I am enclosing a speech I gave back home over KSTP Oot. 4, a statement
issued Oct, 12, anothe Oct. 23, and the speech for FDR Odt. 26 which cover the
ground. I'll also add my prediction, for good measure, Unless the Catholic
hierarchy , scared on the conmunist bogey, has passed th# word down to defeat
FDR, the latter will win substantially, and I think by a bigger majority than in
1940, T frankly don't know the answer on the Cat'olic vote.

Now for a little background, First, I think the frantic efforts of your
friends in Mirnesota to read me out of the party and make clear that they were 100
percent for Dewey have hutt your future political career 3 about which I t ink they

are more conccrned than you are, more than hy rebeliion, Most of their reection,
viclent, both to my firet statement and my declaration for FDR, unfortunately was
piteched sy.a personal abuee basis instead of issues, which was a disservice to  ou.
For my part, I was not concerned with your future, but with America's, I so ﬁ.rmly
believe that you will go places on the basis of what you stand for , in spite of
regular party and Old guard opposition, and what I say or do will mmke damn
little difference, I have probably weakened the value of my su nort within the
party but s rengthened it after a nomination,

As of course you know, I had no idea I would make this move last August.
¥hile we mominated Dewey blind as to his sositdon on issues, I had no thought
but that he would at least measure up sufficient ly so that in contrast to FDR
he could be supported. After his Philadelphia speech, I became worried. That
was when he first hit the "bring &he boys back home" t eme, It was vicious and
unscrupulous, and showed a completer lack of understanding o the responsibilities
he would face as presfident. His Louisville speech was better, but very weak, and
his playing to every peanmut gripe in his swing to the west coasdé worried me more,
On top of that, G'P iiterature reaching the office wzs disturbing, Sly anti-
semiticism, appeals to hate and predudice were the rule, The camunist bogey was
being handled so rec lessly as to be dangerous for the future,

I went home convinced I could not speak for Dewey beczuse of these famts,
plus the straight isclationist appeals being made by Bricker, Clare Luce, Ev
Dirksen and Warren Atherton, all Republican Na ional Committce speakers on
national hookupss I had hoped to aveid a direct statement, but Dunn and Jones
had needled the pres: into putting me on the spot and I got off by the statenant
quoted in Oect. 4 sp ech.

The resct on was terrific, Ed Thye made a sane stotament. Dunn, Joncs
Carlson, et al went nuts, read me out of the party and the Cowlee Ridder papers

4
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* Jjoined the chorus. I got some pres ure, not to worrisomw, but perhaps got a
little irked. Any hom, I made the broadcast, which calmed the boys down a bit.
Then discovered when I returned to Washington the national pepercussions

and determined to try to force more discussion and commitmsnts on foreign pelicy,
hence Oct, 12 stateuent, Think I succeeded well in that. Dewey ducked the key
third question and FDR answered flat yes. Since then Dewey has publiecly endorsed
Wiley of Wisconsin and Iyéns of Illinois, on top of which Rerublican National
Comnittee bought full page in New York Times for article by Rober' lioses
taking straight isolationdst postition en third question. Have no regrets
whatever on position and am more convince than wver Dewey is phoney.

It is my considered conviction that his election would slow end
of war three to six mobBhs at least and delay international ccoperation at least
a year, if not kill it for good because of Russian angle, Some day I hope you
read = completer file of Dewey's speeches and I know what you will think. He
has attempted, instead of presenting a strong program for the future, to prosecute
his way to the presidency, and with a dishonest prosecution at that,comk As
you know, I have always had my doubts about him., Now I am ccnvineed he is neo
only an intellectual neanut, but a very dangerous mmmx man whose reckless lust
for power is far greater than any other condideration. FDR is not only the
lesser of two evils, but beside Dewey, almost achieves greafihess,

T malle two mistakes, One was in not letting my friends in
Vinnescta ¥now beforshand, The other was accepting an invitation thru Hopkins
FDi Octs 15. ¥e talked for an hour on Dumbarton Oaks and foreign peliey, with
no mention of campaign, but the sbory leaked and gave the smecar press a good
chance. Ishould have forese n that , but was so damned anxious to get one of
the twe presidential candidsted talking on real is ues in foreign palicy that
I Borget it. Needless to s2y. no cne in the Dewey camp c«ver evinced the slightest
interest in my views or position, before or after the statement.

The boys back home put Judd on a national network for a half hour
Sunday night obviously in an ef ort to offset my action. He ceacked me, not

too badly.

T am very much afraid the n<w international security organization
faces even toughtr sledding than the league. That will be &he next fight. If the
two old partied fumble and botbh it in Congress, as m y hapren, Iwould not be too
momoerkx  surprised to see a third party on that issue in 1946 and 48. Also, yours
truly mdght be in it, I think events will determine whether t/ ere is a chance., The

i:sue i8 big enough if it is made by events,

Incidental y, I tock a cmack at sane of the senatorial contests -
Wisconsin and Ill. iight as well be hung for a sh eep as a goat,

According to the mail, I'm either & hero or a heel. According
to me, I'm still the same gupy you talked into this job, only ccnsiderably more
concerned about the future, Best of luck and Cod save you from your friends,
myself ineluded.

As ever,
Joe
PS. Just a timely reminder of my warning to you at the time you wanted to a point
Joas T told you T would make a lousy Senatorial wife! Just glance at the
YeCormick-Hearst papers and you will see m; fears justified] Any how I still
emphatically believe in both Joe and the Declaration of Independence - also you .
Betty,.



1785 Palace Ave.,
St. Paul 5, Minnesota.
November 6, 194k,

Commander Harold E. Stassen, U.S.N.R.,
c/o Staff Commander, Third Fleet,

c/o Fleet Post Office,

San Francisco, California.

Dear Harold:

The Campaign is now ended and I am writing you to pass on my views as
I have watched the developments in this Presidential and State campaign.

Dewey started out with a few good constructive talks outlining the
program that he would cerry out if he were elected president., According to
reports, these first speeches fell flat; whether it was the speech or the
person that didn't click, I can't say. Anyhow, the tactics were changed, and
the speeches that followed were constructed as criticisms of the President and
hig administration, which finally developed into 2 tirade against communism
with emphasis on Sidney Hillman and Earl Browder in which both the presidential
and vice~presidential candidates participated.

Lagt Thursday evening Dewey brought out the communistic angle again at
Boston, no doubt to influence the Catholic vote in the New England Ststes. You
hear criticism of this form of campaigning by Republicans who do not believe in
this rabble-rousing method of winning votes.

On the whole, I believe the presidential campaign was carried on as
effectively as possible here in the State with none of the bickering or fighting
among perty leaders which ordinarily takes place in campaigns. Literature,
however, put out by the Republican party here in some instances has been bad.

No effort was mede to get the lzbor vote. There were no labor committeeg set
up either on the national or state bagis. The only committee which was active
in the State was the Veterans' Committee headed by Pat Cliff and Tess Carlson.
OQutgide of this, I can't recall anything that was done to capture the independent
vote.

On Monday, October 23rd. Joe announced his support for Roosevelt and
Truman - the same day Trumen was in St. Paul to deliver a talk. Truman took
advantage of Joe's statement by declaring he lmew Joe was really a Democrat all
the time although Joe hadn't mown it himself. That same day also, Davenport
camé out for President Roosevelt. You can see where both of these moves coming
at the same time complicated matters as far a8 you were concerned. The
Republicans were boiling mad. Joe's statement, coming just the day before
Dewey's visit, threatened to put a damper on the anticipated enthuisiastic
reception for him, but as it worked out, everything went along fine.

About 14,000 attended Dewey's talk in Minneapolis. He received a fine
reception from the crowd with the Governor geing all out for him both in the
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evening and in the meetings with sarious groups during the day. His people who
traveled with him I believe were gold on the fact that the Stassen supporters
/| gahere were for him in every way. When Mrs. Stassen was introduced she received a
\\ fine STANDING ovation, the only one accorded this courtesy except Mrs. Dewey.

According to the poll, Dewey was weaker than Willkie when he started out.
He hag picked up though until now I believe he has reached about the same stage
ag Willkie at this time. However, unless he can pick up enough votes from the
undecided column, which at this time still is 10% of the vote here in the
state, I am afrsid he will come out on the losing end with the race so close
at this time that unpredictable factors such as the weather and the soldier vote
could tip it one way or the other.

Our poll in the State shows Dewey ahead U7% to 43% with 10% undecided.
There was a spot check made in four counties: the Seventh Ward in St. Paul,
the Thirteenth Ward in Minneapolis, Stearns and Steele Counties. This showed
Roosevelt losing support in Steele and the Thirteenth Ward in Minneapolis, but
picking up 5% in Stearns County and 9% in the Seventh Werd in St. Paul. The
net results show very little change from the 1940 vote. My prediction is that
Roosevelt will carry this state in about the same proportion as he did in 1940,

With this State having all Republican Congressmen and elected officials,
and the opposition state ticket very weak, especially Allen who has not been
able to help the President at all, I believe that Dewey should have been able
to place our State in the Republican column. This election in the Republican
voting seems to be shaping up more into an anti-Roosevelt than a pro-Dewey vote,

Dewey!s press relations have been bad. The press boys &are not very
well impressed with him and his actions antagonize them. This reaction I have
gotten from two or three newspaper men.

I have talked to people who listened to Mrs. Stassen's radio talk for
Dewey last week. They all commended her highly for her very constructive and
convincing talk coupled with a very fine delivery,

Judd has come to the forefront by his talks for Dewey in which he also
helped you by referring to his stand as a supporter of yours before the Convention,

Joels statement I do not think has had much effect on the State here
itself although I feel that it has hurt Dewey's cause in the Eastern and New
England states. Efforts have been made to try to rectify conditions brought on
by it here, After he declsred himself for Roosevelt and Truman, he released a
statement to the effect that he had talked to Harry Hopkins and Roosevelt for an
hour. You can readily vitualize the thinking of all Republicans and those who
believed Bzll was eincere, began to wonder if he really was so sincere and
honest. The Democratic National Committee has furnighed considerable radio time
for him, during which he has praised Truman who had been a complete flop in the
campaign picture. An article came out of New York stating that part of one of
his broadcasts had been paid for by some garment union; the sequence of events
had made many people speculate on what Joe's purpose is in doing these things.

I The damage Joe has done to you will be hard to overcome but I feel that
k this experience will be valuable to you in the future. I am confident that with
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your ability when you get back here the Republicans will be looking for somecne
to oring them victory..

Reglly the only one who benefited was Shipstead, who with his own election
only two years away, has come out with several radio telks for Dewey, thus
cementing himself with the group he had yet to win over in the State. He has
confined his remarks to a recitzl of the charge that Dewey is the man to clean
up the mess that Roosevelt has created, and has remained entirely silent about
foreign policy.

The Democrats have made capital of the isolationist Senators who have
come out for Dewey, including Senator Shipstead. Inasmuch as Dewey did not
repudiate any of these people, nor the Chicago Tribune, they really have put in
gome punches thst have hurt him, There are many Republicans who are not entirely
sold on Dewey's weak statement of Foreign policy but who will support him anyway
beceuse of their dislike for the President. Then there are Republicans who are
Just as bitter against Dewey.

Through all of this, the campaign for CGaernor has been overshadowed, The
election resultes will show Ed winning by a large mejority.

Bricker came to Minnesota and was well received getting a good audience
everywhere he talked, In the course of his talk here in St. Paul, he mentioned
your name at least four or five times in a complimentsry way; he also referred
to your succecsor, Governor Thye, as being an outstanding Governor. In his
concluding remarks he mentioned Tom Dewey's name. From St. Paul he went to
St. Cloud, then he proceeded on to Duluth where he met practically all of the
p;ity people in that vieinity. I concluded he was out campaigning for himself in
1948, _

Congratulations on the smashing victory that our boye won at Leyte. I
know you are in that vicinity, so give the enemy hell!

If there is anything of importance or interest that I feel you would like
to know, I will advige you.

Your friend,

PJ

P.S. It is now 3:30 P. M. the day before election, It is very cloudy with
prospects of snow, sleet and rain for tomorrow, "I planned it that way", -~ FIR,
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