
Commander Harold b. &tassen, 
c/o COL1mander of the Third rleet, 
c/o Fleet Post Office, 
San Francisco, California. 

Lear Harold: 

State Republican headquarters 
Hotel Loraine 

If.a.dison, Visconsin 
November 6, 1944. 

Ve have come to the end of this campaign and I am writing you 
my reaction to it -before the results become apparent. Seventy-five 
per cent of the bewspaper collumnists at least believe that Roosevelt 
has the electiori in the bag right now. The betting odds, such as they 
are, favor Roosevelt strongly. Lespite t his, I still believe that 
Lewey has a very excellent chance to win this election. 

It has been a peculiar campaign in which to f et the sentiment 
of the p~ple. Dewey, in my opinion, put ~ very excellent campaign. 

-iI:il:*ihwE;h,;a. t started out very apa the tically" following the Pre sident 's 
attack on him when the President spoke at the Teamster's meeting , the 
Lewey campaign has been very hard-hitting. They have certainly kept 
Roosevelt on the defensive ever since. 

I realize that some of our .h.epublicans claim that the Lewey 
speeches halle not be6n IIconstr-uctive enough". I don't subscribe to 
t :cis theory because cert:inly the New Leal was not constructive in its 
attacks and LewBY had to fight fire with fire. 

; The deli ver,Y of his speeches has been excellent. He has a 
marvelous research staff and he has attracted wide audiences. He has 
learned the political orator's trick of getting his audience to join 
with him; that is, he asks the retorical question -and the audience 
answers back. I have never se en as much enthusiasm on the part of 
the Republican workers. The campaign has b~ en conducted entirely 
through the organization. 'rhere bas been no "side shows". The National 
COJrl.mi,ttee dealt in every case with the state Chairman and the National 
Committeeman in each state. It has been a most efficient headquarter-so 
There have been certain small deviations from efficiency. For example, 
the Chicago office seems to have accomplished almost nothing. It was 
largely just a Ureception room lt

• We found out early that everything 
was cleared through New York. 

Sam cKelvie was in charge of the Chicago office and un­
doubtedly tried to do many things there, but in reality we had no 
-estern Office. I do not criticize this too much because I realize 
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that in the interest of efficiency there has to be a minimum of direct­
ing heads. Probably it would have been better to have taken down to 
Hew York a group .of 20 or 25 men from the midwest and have them tnere 
as a sort of board or committee to pass on procedure and represent the 
views of the middle west. 

Certainly we could pick on some minor things that have been 
done wrong, but in the main from the standpoint of efficient work a 
good job was done. 

Dewey came to Milwaukee very briefly for a three-hour stop. 
We had a very great turn-out of people. Although a speech was not 
scheduled, he did speak from the back of his car informally for about 
15 or 20 minutes to a group estimated to be about 10, 000 people . All 
the way to and from the station he was cheered and applauded. '~e had 
arranged for station stops at Racine and l\.enosha on his way to Chica g;o, 
and he again spoke from the back platform. He attracted crowds of 
3,000 to 4,000 in each case. 

I rode the special train into Chica go and talked with the 
newspapermen on the train, most of whom I know . They, of course, felt 
that Lewey bad no chance. Nevertheless, they were amazed by the turn­
out of crowds. 

We arrived at the Northwestern station in Chi cag o and were 
met by a tremendous crowd and the streets were jammed all the way to 
the Stevens Hotel. He spoke that ni ght at the Stadium to 30,000 
people which jammed the place and over 10,000 were turned away. Again 
bis audience was wildly enthusiastic for him. 

We have taken polls of this state which lead us to believe 
that our strong labor centers such as Kenosha, Racine, and ~est Allis 
are about as strong as ever for Roosevelt, but on the other hand, our 
farmng sections are 75% to 80J'o against him, and we find labor in some 
of our smaller towns about evenly divided. 

The blow-up by Joe was certainly bad. I don't intend to go 
into this too much because undoubtedly many people have written you 
about it, but I do want to make these few statements. ~ hen Joe first 
made the statement that he was going to reserve judgment on both 
candidates, I could follow him to a certain extent . I believe at that 
time that Joe was wholly sincere in his feelings, and while I thought 
he was mistaken in making any kind of a statement, I felt I knew him 
well enough to know how his mind had worked and I did attribute honesty 
to his motives. The farther he got into this thing, however, and the 
more I watched him operate, the more I have become convinced that the 
reverse is true and the more I believe that Joe did the whole thing 
deliberately with the view only to his own personal agrandisement. 
He saw an opportunity to publicize himself and he took advantage of' it. 
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Looking back now over the past year, I could think of several 
things that happened which now seem t o fit into the picture. In 
the first place, Joe did have a very close association with Arthur 
Goldsmith in Tew York. He was responsible for getting our committee 
wixed up w~th him in the first place. Arthur Goldsmith to say the 
least represents F.L.R. supporters and I don't know how much f ar:ther 
he may go . Certainly he is mixed with a lot of left-wing stuff in 
New York. 

I rememb er also being up to Joe's and Betty's room one time 
in the Waldorf last spring when they quite gleefully told me that 
in a straw ballot at Exeter College Joe had received more votes for 
President thab you. ~hey seemed quite happy about it. In fact, Betty 
told me that many people had told her that Joe should be running far 
rresident. 

I remember again the press conference that I called in ~ew 
York at the Commodore Hotel which Joe bawled up very horribly and 
causeo much adverse publicity in connection with the campaign we were 
trying to wage for you. 

All of these things now, of course, come back to my mind. 
I also look with suspicion on the fact that Joe came back to St. Paul 
to make a statement and that he made it without consulting with any­
one to the best of our knowledge. There are rumors, of course, that 
he did consult with some of h is more intimate friends, but he certainly 
did not consult with any of the people who have been active in ~~~S 
campaign. 

I realize that you have always felt that Joe was a ~ 
agent and that you wanted him to n;ake his own personal way, but I 
do think very definitely that he had a very great obligation to you 
which he should have thought of before he caused so much p:ouble. 

I think that sther's appearance on the platform with Lewey 
at Minneapolis was a very good thing and I also think that her radio 
talk was good . Lespite this, however, the Republican people still 
associate you and Joe Dall together and in my opinion you have been 
hurt a great deal by Joe's actIons. tor this reason I can find no ex­
cuse for Joe and in fact , will not be charitable to him in my opinion. 

I will write you again after the election is over and give 
you some more of my views on the campaign in the hope that they may 
be of some interest to you . 

~dth kindest regards, I remain, 

&incerely yours, 

VAJohnston/rmk 
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Dear H. E. S: 

I do not have at hand a copy of Judd's speech 
given last night over nation-wide hookup of the National 
Broadcasting Company. I run t old it i ncluded over 112 stations, 
and took the best program Sunday evening off the air - Manhattan 
Merr y-go Round. It cost approximately 017,000, of which we will 
raise $12,000 or better here . It was sent out over AP that 
Stassen ' s and Judd I s friends in Mi nneapoli s and St . Paul raised 
the money. The reports from it are really terrific this morning . 
I had several calls last night --Boise , Rock Island, etc., saying 
it was the best campaign speech they had heard . I remembered 
the warning of Sunday night, but it seemed, under these. circum­
stances , it was OK. 

Last evening I talked with 1sther. She had heard 
this speech and thought it very good. I tried to work it to 
have C·'arles Evans Hughes introduce Judd , from New York , but was 
unable to accomplish this , so Ed went over from here and took a 
minute to introduce him. 

This is the l ast day before the big day , and every­
body is pretty tired out and back on their haunches . 

I ·am not go ing to be surprised if Dewey wins by 
about 50 .5, but in my bones I have the feeling it might be re­
versed . Itis awfully hard to get people to see the advantage 
of changing, wi th the war in its present state . We have batted 
out all the home runs in the 9th inning I can think of to help 
the Dewey people , and if they don ' t appreciate it, nothing can be 
done about it. 

It is cold and wi ndy today . Predictions are for rising 
temperatures , and slightly rainy tomorrow . If it is no wors'e than 
today Minnesota should be in the right column . 

I am enclosing a Gallup poll which will mean nothing 
after you receive it, except his best guess on the closing day . 
Also I am enclosing one regarding the women's vote. It is my sincere 
opinion the boys in New York didn ' t give this enough attention, 
and what attention they gave it I do not believe they ' thought out 
very we ll. I have had several letters from people in the east I 
know who heard Esther broadcast, and they thought it was wonderful, 
and about the' only break me women had gotten in the campaign. 

There has been some criticism, not openly, of Tom not 
inviting the leaders of the Senate and House in for regular confer­
ences . Perhaps the Joe IOO. tter would not have occurred had this 
been done . On the other hand , from their strategy point of view, 
there were good reasons Why they should not have done this . As 
I said to you in July, I believe they will lose a lot of border-

line votes because they did not hit a happy medium between what 
Dewey did and what Willkie did . 
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All Republican 60ngressmen in Minnesota and all state 
Senators, should be easily elected. In my mind. the only question 
at all is Dewey, and I think he will make it . If he does, we are 
in good position . If he makes it 55-45, we are in excellent position . 

I have some rag-tag ends to clean up today, so will close 
for now , and will write you a complete analysis on the election returns. 

I am sure the opposition feel it is very close, based on the 
kind of speeches the President has given the past four or five days . As 
nearly as I can figure it out, from what I heard , he promised everybody 
everything, from the big boys down. 

Enclosed is a letter addressed to Senator Ball from a man in 
Nebraska who '',']as a delegate to the Convention in Chicago. I think it 
expresses in a fairly representative way , the feelings of those close 
to the political picture , as of 6ctober 24th. 

Best regards , 



Harold E . stassen 
Lieut Comdr , USN 
744 Stewart Lane 
South st . Paul 
Minnesota 

Dear Sir , 

November 6, 1944 

As the Army notified me thal they could 
not use my services at that time when I wro t e to 
you several years ago in connection with the use of 
your name as a,reference , I did not pursue the mat ­
ter further . 

Since then I have passed the New York Bar 
examination , and have g iven the Character Comnlittee 
a copy of your letter along with numerous other let­
ters and affidavits , taking advantage of your kind 
offer that I might use your name . Your letter read 
as follows : "rhi swill a.cknowledge receipt of your 
letter of recent date which your father left here 
while I was away attending the National Governors ' 
Conference in North Carolina . I will have no ob­
jection to your using my name as a reference and I 
wish you the best of luck in your new venture." 

They may send you an inquiry which can be 
answered briefly . I indicated that I had known you 
since 1924 (the year I entered the University of 
I\~innesota ) or before . I am still wi th the American 
Law Book Company , and was fortunate in obtaining nice 
letters from fur . J .R.3pillane , Vice President , and 
I,:r . B. A.Nelson , Credit and Collection wanager . Mr . 
J .T . O'Neill, Credit and Collection Lanager of the West 
Publishing Company, and Mr . M. Thomson , Editor in Chief 
of the Edward Thompson Law Book Company , also gave me 
letters . Your kindness in answering any inquiry sent 
by the Character Committee will be greatly appreciated . 
In view of the letter already submi tted , no inquiry 
may be sent and i f so no t hing further would be necessary . 

~e:e}Y !?urj,J 4 ~ 
F~~s~ 
90- 8th Avenue, Apt 3C 
Brooklyn , 15 , New York 
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DAVID I. WALSH, MASS. ROBERT M. LA FOLLETI'E. JR., WIS. 
JAMES E. MURRAY. MONT. ROBERT A. TAFT. OHIO 
CLAUDE PEPPER. FLA. 
AL.1.EN J. ELLENDER, LA. 
LISTER HIL.1... ALA. 
DENNIS CHAVEZ, N. NEX. 
JAMES M. TUNNELL. DEL. 
JAMES O. EASTLAND, MISS. 
HOMER T. BONE, WASH. 

JOSEPH F. GUFFEY, PAt 

STYLES BRIDGES. N. H. 
GEORGE D. AIKEN, VT. 
JOSEPH H. BALL. MINN. 
ALBERT W. HAWKES. N . J. 
KENNETH S. WHERRY. NEBR. 

PAUL L. BADGER, CLERK 

Dear Harold, 

COMMITTEE ON 

EDUCATION AND LABOR 

10'1. 6, 1944 

_ Rave planned to write and bring you up to date on developments for 
many weeks, but things have popped 80 fast, I never had, time to write at any 
length ~d did not feel llke giving you bulletins. Just r~read 70urs of Septxa 
21. Rather s~.ise you have been plenty busy since then, and enV7 70u. The 
Phillipine show and Naval battle there looked from here like a real milestone 
toward the finish of Japan. 

. The campaign here has been rather sickening, in view of all that is at 
stake and the real problems ahead. !be latter have received veT7 little hone~ 
discussion from either side. Most of the campaign has been charge and counter 
charge and I think a great Ilany people fl"e thoro17 disgnsted vi th both p~t1e ... 
L know yours tru~ is. 

Suppose 70U have heard by now that I, atter first refusing to campaign 
for Dewe7, final17 announced for JDR and made a speech for him on the Blue 
network. I am enclosing a speech I gave back home over XSTP Oct. 4, a statement 
issued Oct. 12, another Oct. 23, and the speech for lOR Oct. 26 which cover the 
ground. Itll also add M7 prediction, for good Ileasure. Unles8 the Cqtholic 
hierarchy, scared on the communist bogey, has pas ~ed the word down to defeat 
J'DR, the latter vill win substanti al17 , and I think b7 a bigger majority" than 
in 1940. I frankly don't know the answer on the Catholic vote. 

Bow for a little background. Yirst, I think the frantic efforts of 
70ur friends in Minnesota to read me out of the part7 and make clear that thq 
were 100 per cent for Dewey have hurt your future political career, about which 
I think they are more concerne*! than you are, BlOre than my rebellion. M08t of 
their reaction. Tiolent, both to my first statement and my declaration tor JDR, 
unfortunate17 was pitched on a personal abuse basis instead of issues, which ,. 
was a disservice to you. J'or !l\Y part, I was not concerned with your fUture. 'but 

lwith America' •• I do firmly believe that you will go places on the basis of 
what 70U stand for, in spite of regular part7 ."x and Old guard opposition, 
and what I say or do vill make damn little difference.I have probably weakened 
• the value of m;y support wi thin the part7 but strengthened it atter a 
nomination. 

As of course you know, I had. no idea I would make this .,ve last .Augu.' 
While we nominated Dewey blind as to his position on issues, I had no thought 
but that he would at least measure up sufficient17 so that in contrast to rDR 
he could be supported. Atier his Philadelphia speech, I became worried. !hat 
vas when he first hit the -bring the boys back home" theme. It was Ticipus and 
unscupulous, and showed a complete lack of understanding of the responsib i litie 
Jte. would face a8 presid.ant. His Louisville speech was better, but veT7 weak. 
and his plqinc to eveT7 peanut gripe in his swing to the west coast worried 
Ile more. On top of that, GOP literature reaching the office was di8turbing. 
S17 ant i-eemiticism, appeAls to hat. anA prejudice were the rule. The communist 
boge7 va.s being handled so reokless17 as to be dangerous for the future. 

I went holle convinced I could not speak for Dewey because of these 
facts, plus the straight isolationist appeal8 being made by Bricker, Clare Luc, 
IT Dirksen and Warren Atherton, all Republican lational Committee speakers on 
national hOOkups. I had hoped to avoid a direct statement, but Dunn and 
Jones had needled the press into puting me on the spot and I got off b7 the 
statement ~ted in Oct. 4 speech. 
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The reaction was terrific. Id TbTe made a sane statement, Dunn, Jones, 
Carlson et al went nuts, read me out of the partT and the Cowles Ridder 
.,. papers joined the chorus. Rwykw I got some pressure, hot to worrisome, 
but perhaps got a little irked • .bThow, I made the broadcast, which calaed the 
bOTs down a bi t. 

Then discovered when I returned to Washington the national repercu8si. 
and determined to trT to force more discussion and commitments on foreign 
poliCT, hence Oct. 12 statement. Think I succeeded well in that. DewaT ducked 
the ke" third question and lDR answered flat Tes. Since then Dewe" has 
publlclT indorsed VileT of Wisconsin and LTons in Illinois. on top of which 
Republican lational committee bought full page in Bew York Times for article by 
Robert Moees taking straight isolationist position on third questIon. Bave no 
regrets whatever on position and am more convinced than ever Dewe.y i8 phoneT. 

It is ., considered conviction that his election would slow end 01' .. 
war three to six months at least and del~ international co-operation at least 
a Tear, if not kill it for good because of Russian angle. SOlle dq I hope you 
read a complete file of DeweTts speeches and I know what you will think. He 
has attempted, instead. of presenting a strong progr am tor the future, to 
prosecute his waT to the presidencT, and with a dishonest prosecution at that. 
As TOU know, I have alw~s had .,.. doubts about him. Bow I _ convinced he i. 
not onlT an intellectual pepmt, 'bu.t a verT dangerou8 man whose reckless lust 
for power is far grester than anT other consideration. !'DR is not only the les. 
lesser of two evil., but pes ide DewaT, almost achieves greatness. 

I made two mistakes~ One was in not letting MT friends in Minnesota 
know beforehand. The other vas accepting an invitation thru Hopkins to see 
IDR Oct. 15. We talked for an hour on Dwnbarton Oaks and foreign poliCT , with 
no mention of campaign, 'bu.t the storT leaked and gave the smear press a good 
cbance. I should have foreseen that, but was laO d8lUled anxious to get one of t~ 
the two presidential candidates talking on real is sue. in foreign poliCT that 
I forgot it. Beedles. to s~. no one in the DewaT camp ever evinced the slight. 
est interest in ., views or position, before or aftet the statement. 

~ bOTs back hOlle put Judd on a national network for a half hour 
Sundar night obviouslT in an effirt to offset ~ action. He cracked me. not too 
badly. 

I am verT much afraid the new international securitT organization 
fsees even toughe~ .leiding than the League. !hat will be the next fight. If 
the two old pdUes fumble and botch it in Congres., as m~ happen, I would not 
be too surprised to see a third partT on that issue in 1946 and 48. Also, TOurs 
trulT might be in it, I think events will determine whether there is a chance. 
The issue is big enough if it is made b7 events. 

Incidentally, I took a crack at some of the senatorial conteBtB-­
Wis. and Ill. Might as well be hunt for a sheep as a goat. 

According to themail.It. either a hero or a kalt heel. According to 
me, lis still the same ~ you talked into this Job, only considerably more 
concerned about the future. ~est of luck and Ood save you from TOur friends, 
myself included. 

1.s ever, 





JOHN A. DAWSON 
I NVESTM ENTS 

ONE NORTH LA SALLE STREET· STATE 7323 

CHICAGO 2 

November 6, 1944 

Commander Harold E. Stassen 
744 ~ tewart Lane, 
St. Paul, !innesota 

My Dear Cormnander Stassen: 

Last summer I w s looking forward to meeting 
you at our Northern Baptist Assembly at Green Lake, but 
was disappointed when I heard from Mr. J. L. Kraft that 
you could not be there. 

On the eve of our National election, I am 
writing to you to say that no matter who our next 
President will be for the ensuing four years , I want ' 
you to know that in 1948 I sincerely hope that you will 
not only be a Candidate , but that you will become the 
President of the United States . Anything that I can 

. do or say during the next four years, on your behalf , 
I wish you would count on me. 

With sincerest wishes for your safety and 
God's watchcare over you and your fandly until the suc­
cessful conclusion of this War I am 

J.AD:c 

Cordially yours, 

d!~ 
"Commi ttee of 15" 
NATIONAL COUNC IL OF NORTHERN 
BAPTIST MEn 



11/6/44 

Heven't hEld a chance before to Answer your two letters on 
the political hornets' nest I heve stirred up . I \'lAS nEltur1'llly 
tremendously irterested in ~rour reaction and found it valuFble 
es usual. 

I agree with you that both tte praise Rnd brickbats are to be 
discounted to a large degree, altbough unquestionpbly there 
win be a determined effort to get rid of me in 1948 - and that 
I am not ,;/orried About. The effect on Herold , I am concerned 
ebout, but I am pretty well convinced by the repction I have 
seen in our !!lail And otherwise thpt in t1:e long run it \'/on It 
hurt Farold pt 1'111 seriously. In fHct, it may prove to be £'n 
asset. i'Hiile it hps perh.?ps 'Put me out of action , in so far 
as supporting him for nomin~tion goes, it probAbly h8s increesed 
my effectiveness es a campaigner for h~m once he were nomina.ted. 

ifhatever the outcome, I have no regrets because more And more 
I h:we been convinced thpt Dewey is a s!!lall c.?liber politician , 
a clever organi zer but not big enough for the top job. I he.ve 
e. hunch that if he ,.,ere elected, my personal path ,,,,ould be 
easier because I think he "'!QuId be thoroughly disliked in 
sight of four years. However , I still hope Roosevelt makes 
it because I thin~~ Dewey, by his camp1'lign, has seriously handi­
capped any ch.?nce he might hEve of :picking up the internetional 
reletionships - both war And postHar - wi ttout at leHst e year 
ga:p to rebui ld confidence. 

Best regp.rds, 
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WENDELL L.WILLKIE 

15 BROAD STREET 

NEW YORK 

May 26th, 1943 

My dear General: 

This letter v:ill introduce to 
you Colonel Juli us Klein. I have 
known Colonel Klein for many years. 
He is one of hwerl c&'s leading 
citizens; a man of growing ability 
and the finest character. He will 
respect &ny confi dence you give him. 

yours, 

Generalissimo Chiang K&i-shek 



Nov. 7, 1944 
':inneapolis aily Times 

ear Governor--

It is election day 1944 , and I was sitting here 
thinking of election day 1942 when I walked into your office at the 
Capitol and you said , " ell , Burnett , today is the day to be resolute 
in defeat or hurrble in victory t " or words to that effect. 

This has been a strgge campaign, and perhaps 
one of'the strange things about it is that tonight as election returns 
come in, your name will not be among tne successfu candidateso 

To me , there are a number of significant things 
tha t have come to light , e specially in these elosing days , a bout how 
and why the people of the na tion have c orne to their decisions . 

1. The number of Dewey voters who vote for 
him 1,TJith reluctance . They hate to vote for hinl" but take him 
as a poor preference to the incumbent . 

2 . The number of people who say the.1 ere 
forced to vote for Roosevelt (many for the first ti.D1.e) because 
the ,epubllcans have offe d them no choice . 

~ 

3 . The lncre sin ly bitter resentment against 
Devey for attacks on the president , 'failure to be construct ive tt 

in his speeches . 

4. 000 sations that the Republi cans have 
II brought the presdLdent's crippled condition into the cempaign, 
, and resentment about it . 

5 . heavy vote . (pparently--
at 3 p . m. of elect ion day the wi res are hot '~i th reports that 
the vote is exceeding expectatlons , n:ey run a reoord 50 , 000 , 000 .) 

6 . emocratic success in elling the idea 
that epublicans were entirely resp.onsible for scuttling 
U •• p'rticipation in the League of rations; and would so do 
again. Ji.llied success of selling th e necessity of keeping 

oosevelt in to ~in the wqr . 

? Extent to which attent ion focusses on 
the presidenti~.l race and it only-- people don't even know 
,~ho t S running for state of:'1 ce • 

ti e Extent to which Roosevelt has been able 
to cross nor!T'..a1 party lines and gain support for the triO idee.s 

~
mentioned in No o 6 , part icularly among women . The vot e of any 
given individual or any group of indi~iouals ~s tremendously 
more difficult to predict than it or d Inarl1y IS. 

9. rhe ability 01' the president to arouse 
real, spontaneous enthusiasrr (newsreel the ters, etc.) wnil. 

e ey seems to have 11 ttle or no ITD ss appeal. 
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.. e "lave , oonsequently , ell ssumed here t the 
Tines that for all p~sctical purposes t e election is over . 

~1uch of my inforrra t ion ~a s gathered in a fOUl' or 
five day tour of .isconsin for Vic , hich wound up a bit more than 
a week ego . .. fin 1 total showed 51 .7 per cent for e ~ey ; 
yet I .lould not be surprised to see it closer than th t or go the 
other way . ~he pOints I enumer ted above were brought out to a 
consider ble e.tent in that tOur--.hlCh covered most areas north of 
.il.;e.ukee . (rile rest or' the state wes covered by Joe von Drcsek . ) 

This all supports an earlier conclusion. that , 
at lea t in this election , the epublic' ns need man of your type 
to win . .. ith you as the oandldate , I am more CC!lvinced than ever 
that we could have de the grade . If ewey , '''lith all his handlcaps , 
comes re sona bly close in tern:s of' popul r vote , it rrakes that 
congention even moxe sound . 

Here-- you could not bave been successfully 
inden tified as part of the "Hoover trust . " 

You could not have been successfully linked 
~o the lsole ti onist wing. 

You could not have thrown the care into 
organized la bor too t s had them wor king like trojans Since 
June and which will contri but e rr.uch more to J.\oosevelt' s vic­
tory than it would had t_ .. ey had no "Hoover candidate" to 
frighten the wurkers with. 

You could h&ve given real enthusiasL, inspiration , 
and instilled a rrea .... ure of confidence into the ... epublicon ranks . 

(I found , in five days in .,i~consin , in conver ~t:-~ 
lons vlith hundreds of epUb..l.lCanS, not om. 1 Ilng 
to predict a Lewey victory, nd only some ,ere 
willing to pred iet he would carr! the ta te . ) 

Jow .. alter Judd has delivered , to my way of 
thinking , the most successful talks in behalf of the .... epubl ican ticket 
that I h ve heard , because he begins from unass8iluble premises and 
.... has the record to back then: up . 

1he mos@ significant le sson Qf all , for me, 
in this c rrpaign bas been the illustration once more of the president's 
unsurpa ssed poli tical technique . 1 0 st people say : ,ell , he f s 
__ los t a lot of farm su pport • Too t ' s . true . Ehey say , he's 
lost support in labor ranks . rrht.. t' s true . rhey say , he ' s n:ade a lot 
of people mad at him. rroot 's true . But it is not true , therefore , 
that he w ill be defee. ted. 
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Those people miss the fact thet he is always 
ahead of the g ITe ; that as he lose through deflections, he is selling 
e ne idea that crosses lines and brings new neople into the fold . 
So today , perhaps that final portion of his strength that will put 
him over will come from people who five years ago , or even three 
years ~go , ,lOula not rove been caught dead voting for 
that so and so . 

Th£t , of course , is a technlque with which you 
are not entirely unfarriliar. 

ell , that ' s abwt it , I guess . Joe Ball ' s 
acti ons ai an ' t change many votes , as far as I can find out . 
hat effect his act will lli:ve on your fUt ure is yet to be detern ined , 
Ithough I can ' t s y that I share the Vlew that he bas ended your 
a r eer as a poll:itic~an for all time , as sorre would have you believe . 

It is true that some epublican politicians , 
now holding p;:.rty ot'fice , are incensed . But those n !reS change , 
as . ell as do the ldeas of those '1ho . stay in party offices o 

For my part , I tllllnk t re t in t 1O or four years , 
[if Joe is not ctually vindicated , he will prob bly be forgotten or 

forgiven thiS unprecedented act . 

I share Judd ' s spoken view ; that more harm was 
U done by the intemperate name calling of .e ublican politicians fol­
~ lOWing his statement than was done by the statement itself . 

The lit tle tello' returns Friday night late 
for a leave the length ot w ' ch h s not bee..'1 deterrr.ined . .,e look 
forward to seeing him. 

Grant , in a short nOue received tod y , tells of 
fueling your ship bna talking with you on the ship to ship nhone • 
.fe share his and your satisfaction with the surprisingly good 
progress you are making in your big task in the Pacific , of course . 

AS for nwself , in vlevr of all circumstances 
I am satisfied that I mede the right decision in corning with the rimes , 
and continue to enjoy my work. he paper is apparent ly well satisfied 
wi~h ~ 

Continu~d good luck to you . 



November 9, 1944. 

Dear Harold: 

The cli~ping that I am enclosing 
regarding Joe, corresponds with the discussion 
of his moves here in the State. This feeling 
is quite general. I outlined my thoughts on 
this in my previous letter. 

I am also enclosing clippings covering 
incomplete returns on the election. Roosevelt's 
victory can be attributed to the war and also 
the effective work done Qy the P.A.C. here in 
the State. 

Maas's defeat shook up the party 
leaders here. As I did not pay much attention 
to this race, I did not anticipate that he would 
have a.ny trouble. The party leaders sensed it 
shortly after the talk he gava here when he 
returned from Washington and became alarmed. 
Apparently the damage he did could not be 
overcome. 

P. J. 
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT st. Paul 1, Minnesota 
November 9, 1944 

Harold E. Stassen 
Lt. Commander, USNR 
c/o staff Commander South Pacific Force 
Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, California 

Dear Harold: 

I got back from England a day or t wo before election. The 
only surprise in the results, for me, was the defeat of ~mas. If ever 
a man talked himself out of a sure thing, it was Mel. He fought Roose­
velt instead of Starkey in a town that was certain to go heavily for 
Roosevelt, and, to make it worse, he brought the most fantastic charges 
against the President. Joe Ball is in town today and I hope to see him. 
I don't know how you feel about it, but I think he should have been 
given credit for great sincerity and courage, but the Republicans here­
abouts seemed to be too emotional about it to do him justice. Whether he 
did a wise thing from the practical point of view is another matter. My 
own opinion is that Republicans from Maine to California will be on their 
knees during the next four years, begging for your kind of leadership and, 
for that matter, eating out of Joe's hand. 

I am very glad to have been in England during the war. I don't 
suppose I learned anything I didn't know, intellectually at least, before, 
but I have the feeling of possessing and being aware of these things with 
all the vividness of first hand observation. All we are going to win by 
this war is a chance to fight and work for the kind of a world you and I 
believe in. We are gaining a period of from t wenty to fifty years in which 
to win the real victory that will follow the military victory. There are 
no isolationists among the men who have been on the European front. They 
will follow good leadership any distance. They do not have any clear cut 
ideas, but they are determined that whatever needs to be done shall be 
done. There are a surprisingly large number, especially in t he Air Force, 
who will stay in the Army if given a satisfactory status. I was also very 
pleased, in talking with perhaps three or f our hundred enlisted men when­
ever I could strike up a conversation, to find that they almost all, with­
out exception, know about you and are anxious for information about you. I 
have come back with an opinion about what you should do after the war. It 
seems to me that you should take the leadership of the war veterans and see 
that their influence, this time, counts for more and better things in public 
policy than did that of my generation of war veterans. 

Al Crocker is soon to leave for the Pacific. He is going to try 
to get assigned to Halsey's command. Please keep your eyes open for him. 
He should be leaving this country by the middle of December, if not earlier. 

With my best, 

I~ 
HERBERT LEWIS 
Managing Editor 
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November 9 , 1944 

Dear H.E.S; 

The election is over. Final returns are about in. 
In my oplnlon there are three outstanding reasons Why the election 
went as it did: 

1. Commander-in-Chief. Many women voted the Democrat ticket 
feeling their sons would be returned earlier , thinkkng if there was 
a change in the presidency the war would be prolonged, and there 
would be general oonfusion. I believe in many precincts in Minne­
sota the women vote offset the men vote. 

2. The independent vote was not cultivated properly. In JulYI 
I made the prediction that Dewey might not win if they took the oppo­
si te extreme from the vvillkie camp ai e;n , and that I believe they di d 
almo st 100!~, except for such things as the Judd l'Ja tional Hook-up . 

3. I think ilie way the Convention was handled in June had a 
great effect on the outcome. It was always my feeling that we- should 
have had an open convention in Chicago with a little hair pulling , 
so the people would not think it was just a well oiled machine which 
had been laid out and planned in advance by a few big-shots in the 
Republican party. Dewey came out of tha t Convention wi th the repu­
tation that Hoover and a few others had manipulated the whole affair. 

I still believe it would have been a better fight if 
Bricker , and ot~ers, had been nominated; but that is allover the 
dam, and this is only my reasoning. 

We probably will get a complete report on Minnesota this 
afternoon, ~hich I will send you. Both Ramsey and Hennep in went for 
I'hye , approximately 12 , 000 Ramsey and 22,000 Hennepin. I would not be 
surprised if St . Louis also goes for Thye. He wi 11 probably lose two 
or three outlying counties. 

It was felt by the Republican people that there would 
be a cut in the pluralities over 19ho, in Ramsey from 22,000 to 17 , 000 
this time , in Hennepin from 22,000 to 17,000, and St . Louis from 25,000 
to 20,000. This , of course, did not happen. Ramsey and Hennepin had 
even .greater pluralities, and we did not begin to get the offset in the 
farm vote we thought we would. You will note from the Iowa statistics 
it just barely went over the line for Dewey, whereas it was thought it 
¥~uld be 67-50 for Dewey. That was also true of Wisconsin , Which just 
barely made t~e grade . 

(I just talked to our good friend Groner, who wanted a little spending 
Doney to go to the National Convention November 18th to November 1st 
at New Orleans. I expect to spend a day or b"lO down there. He says 
there never was a Labor Committee formed , and as far as he knows labor 
was not approached. He further states that Tom answered the Comnittee's 
questions( --the Committee being a group of labor men he got together to 
meet Tom When he was here) , but he had a sternness back of his pleasant 
smile that rather frightened most of them. He still thinks you are the 
"guy", in spite of my argument to the contraryUn 
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Joe will be here tomorrow. I probably will not 
see him. Warren probably will. The writers will probably give 
him a fair break . The terrible vindictiveness has left. Some 
peop le are saying Joe was smart, the. t he new what the outcome was 
going to be and that he was simply getting on the right side of 
the fence. Others accuse him of a deal whereby he wi 11 be the 
Democrat candidate in 1948. I question this , as does Warren. 1 aybe 
the better half can put more pressure on than we realize. 

(Groner just told me that Thye will lose St.Louis by about 1500,) 
(but they worked terri·)ly hard to put him over in that County ) 

Cahill, Lt.Governor of' IVlassachusetts was licked by 
Tobin. M:ayor Lausche of Cleveland beat Stewart, Mayor of Cincinnati. 
Lausche is a Democrat, and the kind that has really impressed me. 
Saltonstall went in by a big majority. Clare Luce was reelected, 
but Darmaher was whi pped . Moses whipped Nye in Nor th Dakota , and 
North Dakota got a Republican governor. Missouri got a Democrat 
governor but Donnelly made the grade as senator. I have seen nothing 
to the contrary about Joe =Iartin , so assume he went in, but he 
spent no time in the l.ational because he had such a tough race of 
his own. 

Groner jus t told me a Labor Conuni ttee wai ted on J\I1aas 
and he told ihem he Yl'ould lido as he damn pleased in v ashington", 
and Groner says the boys were out to get him. He admits it was 
unfortuna. te they did not have a higher caliber fellow running in 
win the first DFL elective office. As I have written you, I;1rs . 
Horace Irvine, Adelaide Enright , Chris Turk, George Morgan, etc., 
supported Starkey, which of course hurt particularly in the 7th and 
11 th Wards . 

Ohio barely went kepublican, except for the governor­
ship, and Bob Taft almost lost out. I imagine the last returns will 
give him a plurality of about 20,000 . 

Dewey may lose Michigan. Last report is that he had 
a 12,000 lead, and there were a 500d many precincts out in Wayne 
County still to come in, which is almost solid Democratic. 

I just had a long talk with Stanley High on the phone. 
I ma.y see him Sa tur day on hi s way to Palm Sp ring s fo r a two weeks 
rest. He ...... ill stop here two days and stay wi th me f'.nd I will have 
the right people at tvX) or three gatherings for him. He is having 
lunch this noon wi th Brownell and listening to the returns wi til Tom 
and Herb . By the way, he agrees in general with the three points 
I made at the beginning of this letter. Beyond any question of 
doubt the Democrats will control Congress by twenty seats, and will 
pick up from one to three in the Senate , and will have a net gain 
of three governorships . 

I believe I told you tha t Ray Bradshaw and Clare 
Luce are in, but Dannaher, the Senator, lost out. 

I have not seen the tabulation on our Legislature 
here , but it runs about as usual. 
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Warren and I will do a lot of talking in the next sixty 
days about the State. I am meeting with Ed as often as possible. 
His plurality should run around 250 , 000 , maybe a littl~ less. 
I do not believe Dewey will lose the State, when the net figures 
are in, by over 30 , 000 , which will be 17 , 000 improvement over 1940 
and once again I do believe he could have carried the State if 
they had set up independent Dewey groups under the guidance and 
direction of the Republican Party behind the scenes. 

I saw Ibn Dickey the night of the election, and have had 
many fine reports on the go od job he did in Chicago with what he 
had to work wi t.'"J.. Vic Johnson did a swell job in Wisconsin . His 
father died a week ago Saturday . 

ER is in Michigan . Due home this week . Esther ' s speech 
got a tremendous reception. I have heard from many personal friends 
around the country about the fine job she did , a..'1d the wonderful 
address she gave . Of course that is not surprising , because ~arren 
and I worked with her on it!!! 

Briefly, in Minnesota we did this : 

1. Rdsed a substantial amount of money to carryon the 
State and National campaign . 

2. Paid for a great deal of literature the National sent in 
here . 

3 . Ed 'I'hye almost killed himself making speeches for Dewey 
and lost a tremendous number of votes for himself by doing so . 

4. Everybody in our crowd did everything in his power to 
help. 

5 . I sent (for several here) three thous and to the National 
Comni ttee. 

6. Had Judd on the National hook-up from 8:JO to 8 :30, our 
time , Sunday Night , the 5th . 'We vall pay ~ 12,000 of the ~? 17,OOO 
that it co st. It was re-broadcast Monday night and we raised ~5,000 
of the $10,000 which it cost to be-broadcast over Mutual. The first 
broadcast was over National with 112 stations . The reception these 
broadcasts got was tremendous. 

As I told you, from time to time we offered to do anything 
they wanted us to do . We got out the letter, copy of which we sent 
you and we came darn close to over-doing it, but I don't believe we 
did , under the circumstances . 

As far as I know, there was no hidden meaning, or any 
particular set of circumstances , that made Joe do v,ha t he did. He 
has never personally liked Tom, via his wife to a very large degree , 
and I believe he was sincere when he said he thought we would get 

further in the direction of foreign policy with Roosevelt than we 
would with 'I'om, and I think he made his decision purely on this basis . 
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I believe I wrote you that Joe did not see Tom from the 
time you saw him, on. I do think the New York crowd might have been 
smart to have called together five or six leaders of bcith houses 
for a joint two-day session. If this had been done , Joe would have 
had a chance to get it out of his system, and would have felt much 
better; but there were good reasons why this was not the best thing 
to do. 

I am telling a11 our crowd to be quiet, in say nothing about 
you, and let time take its course for the next few months. However, 
Warren and I will get together a great deal, as we have been. Our 
wives are good friends , and it is easy for .. arren to get together to 
do a lot of talking and thinking. 

Believe I forgot to mention that Langlie lost out in Washingto n. 
Washington went practi cally solid .Democratic. Dean Morris won -the 
Senate seat from Oregon, wi th CIO backing him. Oregon went for Roose­
vel t. 

Roy has done nothing in particular the past few weeks except 
to add a little around the waist line. He almost has to hold it up 
now when he sits on the platform. George is as jittery as every . I 
still think he wants to be Governor some day, but the years are slipping 
away pretty fast on him. I hope he vnll be interested in giving up 
the State Chairmanship wi thin two years. I believe Hr s . Chris pretty 
well wrote herself off in this campaign. She certainly has as far as 
our crowd is concerned. Rose did a good job, but she is not too good an 
organizer. 

Earl Christmas and Blanche literally ran the campaign. I had 
sixteen prominent businessmen for dinner with IvIaas two weeks ago, and I 
asked Earl to come along. Toward the end I got up and said tha t I 
believed very few of them had nat Earl and wanted to fP on record that 
whether the campaign was run well or poorly, Christmas 1 as the man they 
could thank for doing the work, and that he deserved a real hand and 
their appreciation , ".hich of course he got, and I know it meant a lot 
to him just at that psychological moment. It is my sincere opinion that 
-while others were building themsel ~es, personally, for the future, Earl 
and Blanche were actually doing the work eighteen hours a day. One day 
they had to literally carry Blanche dOl/ID stairs in eat. 



MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historica l Society and its content may not be copied 

w ithout the copyright holder's express w ritten permis­
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for commercial or educationa l use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


	00202-00075-2.pdf
	Copyright_digitalversion



