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I p..-; encl0,ir..r P clinoin '''hie r"":"y be 0'" inte!'c;;t 0 you in regard to ~ e 
f'i81ection o~ ~ nc· r TJni ~Ts;t' nresi~ept. 

I 2C. very sorry I waG not in ":inpf'!['nolis [t the tir.e 0" your -'i.3i Jest SUI'l­

IDP,r. I spent 'TIOS Of.T lly [if' Fur-uat pt J:'1 r T'bIlCh and a1.o at our oil ref'inery At 
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·'ay (so"l.eUmes "ourteel" , nitchinp' ~y , renejrinc' tr",ctor~ , arc] r'ir:ldn7 fence - nost 
holes. I ~n50Y the "0"" trr' it IHd "le 8 10'" o~ '-'00' T)~yc;ica'ly. I 'flS !'celin- some -
hpt rur f1o'''n ,,"tel' fl lot 0" trevelinr in th :::Dst and t le disillu"lioIlrl'lnt ." o.:-.ri­

Ci31 '''as .in-t)n . 

0ur nc v' flrd 'mi"tle m:nl"arose TJrO eSf i: oint" stron ; .... ig £s been both a 
technicel zn econo~ic g ~ce s w ie i~ very rati yinr. e eve had nw~erou~ con-
tact", wit Vc. riou > p'l)vern.'T'E'nt bureaus iT' +'h ie devol ODPlPIlt. ')0.,"1 0" t'efe bureeus 
have een l--el ")I'ul 8T'( so '1~ "1"ve Doen Otb"lT1."l ~e. 

I aT-! "ui.+ di-al"lt)oin P. ir + e 'Y'e':llts 0'" t £1 E' petior. mh0I'e is "'\..i3 cl)n ­
sol tioP, 0"p.7'"'r, t1.rt t p T;emo('rats "-i 1 1 eve to ,.. 13f'rl UD thp.ir o'''n meG. t i3 

concpiv8~lp thpt t~a electorate r~y n ou"" J8ar hence tl1rn rrDte~ully 0 t~A rpryub ­
licf'I'I naT~Y as a reSCUBI'. 

r -'ian isapnointe 'it -(' ...., 11' - defec!;' on but - un .::'ure 11, i, 0r..t:rc::"y <3iIl-
.," ~ i ~ ..J1~ d. t " cere. "'-P, 1. s':" er np" <"rorr 8 "r JI PE'~ 'Y)f}C 1. ve. 
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My brot "'r ~ilIl contin'lPS vO live in ri701"'[, en~ I e'Tl w~n id V':'J.1 nAVel' c;-e in 
"leke 'in .8.')ota his home or enter +h<') "'f'''':ce hAre. "'ed i ~ comin~ alon' fine e,n.:l. helo ­
inl" cor~i(erably. 

'"hi cCrriE"'l my w~'rm pf3r<;om 1 repards and }\<>'3t i"h ~q f'or 6. safe return . I 
think: o"ten o~ you in theqe exei tin' deys "lPC1 envy ve .. y much your pOl1i tion on the 
f'i~htinp front. I '3HpnO~e I YT!Ust be contert rith Flvinc- he.1 my Fdv.:mture twenty- six 
year<; arro. 
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STATE OF NEW YORK 

EXECUTIVE CHAM BER 

ALBANY 

November 20, 1944 

Commander H. E. Stassen, USNR, 
Staff, Commander THIRD Fleet, 
c/o Fleet Post Office, 
San Francisco, California . 

Dear Commander Stassen: 

Governor Dewey is away from Albany and 
has been since the receipt of your exceedingly 
nice letter of November 4th . I know the 
Governor will appreciate your letter indeed 
and will reply at the earliest opportunity. 

In the meantime, all of us who are here 
send you our best wishes . May your forecast 
of the ending of the war in the Pacific come 
true. 

With kindest regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

~n~ri~~ 
Acting Secretary 

ROO :HO 



The state Canvas sing BOQrd met ~t the state Capitol Tuesday, November 21, and 

released the following official returns in the November 7, general election: 

X-Denotes incumbent. 

PRESIDENT: 

GOVEPNOR: 

Roosevelt-Truman (D) 
Dewey-Bricker (R) 
Others 

XEdward J. Thye (RO 
Byron G. Allen (DFL) 
G. M. York (Ind.govt.) 

Lt.GOVERNOR: C. Elmer Anderson (R) 
Frank Murphy (OFL) 

SECY OF STATE: Mike Holm (R) x 
. Emily Kneubuhl (DFL) 

TREASURER: xJulius A. Schmahl (R) 
A. H. Kleffman (DFL) 

AT1DRNEY GENERAL: 'x J .A.A. Burnquist (R) 
Erling Swenson (DFL) 

, 

RR & Warehou~e: x Frank W. Matson (R) 
6 Yr Term Viena Johnson (DFL) 

Term to 1-1-49 Ray P. Chase (R) 
Arthur N. Cosgrove (DFL) , 

SUPREME COURT 
Chief Justice x Charles Loring (unopposed) 

Associates: x Harry H. Peterson 

CONGRESSMEN : 

1st District: 

2nd District: 

3rd District: 

4th District: 

5th Di strict: 

6th District: 

7th District: 

8th District: 

9th District: 

x C. R. Magney 
LeRoy E. Matson 
J. Norman Peterson 
Allan L. Johnson 
Clifford E. Enger 

August H~ Andresen 
Andrew Meldah1 

Joseph P. O'Hara 
L. J •. Kilbride 

Richard P. Gale 
Wm. J. Gallagher 

Melvin J. Maas 
Frank T. Starkey 

Walter H. Judd 
Edgar T. Buckley 

Harold Knutson 
Others 

H. Carl Andersen 
Arthur F. Nelle rmoe 

Wm. A. Pittenger 
Wm. l~cKinnon 

Harold C. Hagen 
Halvor Langslet 

Total of 1,195,397 Votes Cast At Election, 

, 

589,864 
527,416 

8,249 

701.185 
430,132 

7,151 

641,558 
462,222 

782,424 
342,342 

684,218 
409,'179 

649;780 
431,633 

628,890 
429,544 

594,854 
466,785 

780,101 

629,165 elected 
396,647 elected 
458,307 elected 
366,216 
361,872 
307,815 

77,798 elected 
48,301 

91,867 elected 
29,548 

69,277 
71,856 elected 

59,994 
64,434 elected 

81,798 elected 
62,761 

76,421 elected 
41,961 

75,315 elected 
38,949 

62,600 elected 
58,131 

58,080 elected 
40,018 

Aviation Amendment adopted by plurality of 139,392 (based on total vote of 
1,195,397 cast: For - 737,091 - Against 264,149. 
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November 21, 1944 

Dear Harold: 

No doubt rou have heard a great 
deal about Joe s statements and have 
come to a conclusion. I am of the 
opinion that 99% of your informants 
have judged cruelly and harshly and 
probably hastily. 

SERVI CE 

I hope that never again will I 
have to go through the "heat" I have 
taken. Apparently I am one of the few 
who have not tried to "crucify" Joe. 
Because of my relationship with Joe 
many of the business men, labor leaders, 
etc. have called to get my reaction . I 
developed an answer that s eemed to open 
the door to a frank and intelli gent 
discussion with the accusers. My 
answer is !II hope that Joe is wrong, but 
I am afraid he is right". This seemed 
to do the job. From this statement one 
can lead off on the isolationists, labor 
baters, etc. 

The election results have gone a 
long way to pour oil on troubled waters. 
The first reaction after Joe's statements 
was that Joe had killed your chances in 
the future. This morning Senator Austin 
of Maine released for the press a 
statement that a liberal Republican 
party will win elections as evidenced by 
his own re-election and the election of 
Soltonstall and Wayne Morris. 

Enclosed is a clipping from today's 
Minneapolis Star-Journal which also is 
indicative of the trend. 

MEMBER OF NATIONAL INSTITUTE 0 AD OS 
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Our mutual friend has received word 
from many responsible, sane labor leaders 
that they are anxious to go to work on 
developing a liberal Republican party that 
recognizes the problems before the country 
and faces them fearlessly. They hope that 
this move will help get the nomination 
and election of a liberal, progressive 
Republican for some future date. 

Another development is taking place 
in Minnesota. I have been very friendly 
wi~h labor in our business relationships. 
They have confidence in me and I have 
confidence in some of their leaders. 
Several times a week various organizers 
drop in and Uchat" about politics. Our 
discussions get around to what can be done 
to accomplish what we set out to do in 
Chicago in June. Every man has said we 
can count them "in" on t he next drive. I 
am going to continue to encour age this to 
the full est extent. As a matter of fact 
I will play for the breaks and s ee if Joe 
can't set up for me friendly introductory 
meetings with various labor ' leaders in 
Washington and other plaues. I would be 
interested in your reaction and suggestions 
on this move'. 

My business has developed far beyond 
my expectations and t he future should be 
excellent. This wi l l permit me to have 
considerable time and finances to quietly 
go to work on some phase of organizing. 

We are entering ano t her phase of 
political thought. The last few days I 
have received reaction from t hose who 
finance t~e party. There is a great deal 
of disfavor towards Roy Dunn's leadership. 
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It would not take much to tip that over if 
we had a good man to put in his place . 
These men realize it is "time for a change" 
in our party . 

Now that the election is over I'll 
write whenever I have something of interest . 

Good 
will come 
think you 
course of 

luck to you, Harold. Ever¥thing 
out satisfactory and I don t 
need to worry about the future 
events . 





22 November 1944 

Dear Harold: 

I have not undertaken ,to add to the large volume of 
mail which I know you will have by now received in~ relation both 
to ~oe and the results of the election generally. I have not 
done so partly because I would probably have very little, if any­
t~lng, to add, and partly because of the great pressure of .work 
in the office in combination with practicing a little of the 
science of government. 

I will not undertake to offer any analysIs or post 
mortem of the election except to say that it suggests to me, or 
confirms in my mind, the feeling which has been growing for some 
time, that the people of the United States, for a very long time 
at least, will not have a real choice between a conservative presi­
dent and a liberal president. Until the Republican party nomi­
nates a moderate liberal and presents a program which is consistent 
with the leadership of such a nominee, the elections will go by 
default to the o~position. 

While the power of the P.A.C. i n the recent election 
may have been over-emphasized by some, the fact ' is that for its 
first fully organized trial effort in a national election, Labor 
made a substantial contribution and its future efforts along this 
line will probably be far more effective espeCially in the larger 
cities. As you undoubtedly reallze, it was the vote in 18 or 20 
large cities which elected w~. Roasevelt for his fourth term, 
and it is in these places P.A.C. has and will have the greatest 
degree of power, even allowing for the decentralization following 
reconversion. 

My own observations about the campaign conducted by 
Brownell are not very far away from the observations made in our 
talk at your house last summer. Mr. Dewey conducted a conserva­
tive and a prosecutor type of a campaign, ,and within the scope 
which" he set out to run his campaign, he probably did a very 
skillful job, but that scope did not include either a strong appeal 
directed at the young people and independe,nts, or any appeal to 
labor as such. No labor division was set up or organized ,by the 
National Republican Committee in this campaign. 

On the matter of Joe's deCision, I may be able to add 
something to the picture which you have already received. On all 
of these matters I hav·.etalked wi th Walt from day to day, and 
during the past five weeks almost from hour to hour, and I know 
in a general way the substance of the information which ho has sent 
to you from time to time. All of us, of course, were aware that 
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Joe had a great many reservations about Dewey and about his pro­
gram. vVhenever I discussed the matter with him I could detect a 
very definite and basic lack of confidence in Dewey personally 
on Joe's part, and I attempted to remind him, from time to time, 
that it was a choice of alternatives not a ' choice between a per­
fect and a'n imperfect candidate for president, and further that 
the two-party ~stem required, a consistency of support of parties 
if that system was to survive. 

Joe told me on November 11 that he had written you so 
you have his versiono He is one of the most completely honest and 
objective men I know and yet r cannot escape the conclusion that in 
this decision Joe "went in si deways It.. By that I mean that I do not 
believe he foresaw the consequenc es of his first statement fully. 
That may seem strange to you since Joe is, or ought to be, some­
t...l:l.ing of an expert on acpraising the effect of a public statement 
by a political leader. Nevertheless, I do not believe that he 
sensed fully the road he was on until it was too late to get off. 

I do not mean that he had any doubts on the merits of 
the is sue involved. What I mean 1.s that he made his statement 
without thinking it through, withou t adequate consideration as to 
where it would take him and without consulting anyone. He arrived 
tn town on Friday morning for some speaking' engagements and 'phoned 
~e at noon saying he would see me later. He saw Ed at 5:30 and 
visited until 6:45 without mentioning any plan to state his pos ~ tion 
except to say that the press had been after him about whether he 
would speak for Dewey. At about 7:00, Parlin called Joe and told 
him that in view of his silence on Dewey, he was submitting a series 
of questions to Joe and would publish the questions and answers 
and probably sgeculate on what his silence meant. Joe then told 
him to come up and he'd give a written statement which he then wrote 
out within less than one hour from Parlin's call. At about 8:00 p.m. 
Joe called me at the office where I was working and said if _Vera 
and I were not busy, he and Betty would come out for a visit and to 
"tell me something". 

About 9:45 Joe reached our house, read the statement and 
asked what I thought. I told him it sounded a little like a resig­
nation and I wasn't sure whether it was from the Republican Party 
or the Senate. Allowing for the freedom of conscience I tried to 
analyze with Joe the effect (1) On Dewey (2) , On the two-party 
system (3) The cause he was trying to promote (4) On internal 
politics in Minbesota (5) On the selection of the 1948 GOP 
nominee. At the time Joe disagreed with my first thoughts on practi­
cally all of these i tems which made me feel that he hadn't thought 
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the matter out fully and I so stated. B. of course resent-ed my 
analysis and conclusions. Joe's attitude was that I was making 
~immore important than he was. I said that coming from a G.O.P. 
leader bios statement was bound to be taken as a reriudiation of· the 
ticket. There was some ip1erence that if Dewey didn't regard 
Joe's support as valuable, Joe's failure to support him should give 
Dewey no concern. He felt also tbat I overemphasized the conse­
quences on you, although I have, frankly, never been as wrought 
up on that phase as most folks here. He said then that if "I was 
correct as to the effect on you, he regarded that as the worstr as­
pect but that he would have to take that risk anyway. 

I also told him I thought that his statement failed to 
reflect his real views as accurately as that could be done since 
from our conversation its eemed that he wanted to leave the door 
open to support Dewey. As a result, he talked to the Minneapolis 
Times ... Tribune (Ahlmquist) by 'phone and told him not tongo out en 
a limb" and interpret the s t atement as a repudiation of Dewey or 
an endorsement of .Roosevelt. It was then too late to reach Parlino 

At the lowest point when everybody was slugging, throwing 
dirt and even telephoning Esther, Joe was sad and bewildered but 
to my knowledge he was not bi tter. On the day when all the Party 
Leaders cut him cold in tbe lobby of the Saint Paul, he merely 
shrugged and said to me, "That t s the way it is in thi co "!;;,"-.p1.ness". 
Joe, of course, has done his share of dishing it out to the Ol~ 
Guard and they loved a chance to crack him and scream, "I tol you 
so." Aft er Joe left my house the night of the s ta tement I tried 
to reach Ed and failing, called Earl and he go t Jones and Roy to 
agree to hold off on public statements - a sort of "Coun t Ten!! 
agreement b efore striking. From then on, Ed, Walt, Earl and I 
tried to keep the boat from rocking and to a de gree perhaps we 
helned some. 

Walt and Elmer told me of a note they wrote you over my 
name, and if they were not "ri bbing"me, you can see how even in 
our own group we did not agree on the nature of Joe 's act, his mo­
tives or the consequerces of the move. I can see many more import ant 
things about which we ought to get excited and don't. 

In view of all this conflict and strife , the balance and 
caLmness shown by Esther was magnificent. She felt as I did , that 
Joe could be mistaken but not dishonest. You can probably appre­
ciate her dilemma with co nflicting counsel from all sides . "-Sb..e 
knows Walt and me only slightly, and ~ven Walt and I were not fully 
in accord except on her making the radio talk. I don't want to get 

-
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poetic, but E~ther reminded me of those early pioneer wives who 
handled rifles in the stockades when their menfolk were away~ 
Those wi ves a.t least had no conflict ing advice: to select from'. 
They had only one course open to them., In this whole thing, .inci­
dentally, Walt was on top and only his propensity to do· too much 
brought us into any disagreement 0 ' Every time he tended to move 
too fRst without consultation, we called .him IISenator 't'oc But I 
was being greeted politely (an d acidly) as II'Senator ll' up and down 
FourthStreet s6 we had to drop that ti tIe as a barb. (For ' several 
weeks the word "Senator" was an epithet and a fighting one at that.) 

I think .Toe made a mistake, not 6nly in what he did,. but 
in the way he did it, and s howed some tendency to be "too big for 
his britches ll in a way that gives me real concern for the first time 
since I've known him. But it was a mistake of a kind which it seems 
to me a man ought to be allowed to make at least once in a career. 

From the outset I have felt · that what happens depends 
not so much on what Joe did but on what Joe does from November 7 on. 
There is . nothing final or fatal about the moves he made, given the 
basis on which he made them. In other words, if Joe shows that he 
is constructive and reasonably orthodox on minor matters, his apos­
tasy on Dewe.y will probably be offset by, his usefulness. But some 
of the tendencies Joe has shown lately worry me some. He has been 
swamped with invitations to speak .and is doing a great deal of it. 

In the last stages of the campaign I urged Joe to keep 
away from discussion of domestic issues and to keep away from fur­
ther indorsements of Democratic opponents of Republican Isolation­
ists. I felt h e would, by those moves, not only further in jure 
his status in the party but more important,. they would muddy the 
pi cture. He h ad spoken his mind on a great issue and he should 
leave it at thato 

Now there seems to be a te ndencr. for Joe- to spe'ak too 
often to "leftest" audiences and various t screwball" groups, who 
agree with him on the international issue and see an opportunity to 
wean one of the leading GOP Liberals away from his own party. I 
don't know that Joe sees or cares much about that phase of it. At ­
any rate, his activities are such that he isn't giving the Party 
people much chance to forget - let alone forgive. 

Enough of politics - Elvera and Wade join in sending you 
greetings and best wishes for the future. 

Sincerely, 



(Blind Copy) 
Commander Harold E. Stassen, 

.r. A. A. Beltz, 
Siup1ex ire &: Cable Co •• 
564 . st onroc Street. 
Chic ~o. 6, Illinois 

De r AI: 

November 22. 1944 

!hi s is to acknowledge yours of ovember 21st. 

I have hardly been in Chioago .. ince JUl'le t which 
is the reason I have not called you. 

In my humble opinion, it w;)uld be very bad 1:0 
follow t1e <"uggeations as outlined in your letter. 

No ooeti s should be held. and no VttJrk should be 
done at t.ltis time, as (1) we have no renson to know that 
the man to whom you refer would want it done, and (2) 
thing have happened in the past two or thr e nths "'hich 
must be clarified by -him before any group actlon should 
even be oonslderod. 

In theory, there is no question but what your sug­
gestion is exoellent. but, taking into consideration the 
undefined 0 1 tion of the party at thi time, it occurs to 
me it muld be very bad. 

I will be in Chicago sometir.le soon. and wi 11 have 
a vi it \'_i th you. 

vi th best regard ,. 

fjinoerely :y'Ours. 



Cop y 

Mrs. Florence W. Ness, 
1305 N. Taylor Stteet, 
Arlington~ Virginia 

Dear Mrs. Ness -

Nov. 22~ 1944. 

r want to than~ you for your ~indness 
in writing to me. 

r have mailed the articles which you 
sent concerning Senator Bo,l1, to my husband., 
as you suggested. 

The election results were not as r had 
hoped, but now that the president has been 
re-el ected., my sincere hope ts that he will, 
follow thru on a strong world organization 
for world peace. We mutt never again permit 
another world tragedy such as the one we are 
engaged in. Your husband, as well as all the 
fighting men, are more convinced of this than 
ever. 

My husband has been engaged in the Phil­
ippine operations. He writes cheerfully and 
has been in good health, for which I am 
indeed thankful. The important thtng now is 
to have this tragedy end~ and to have our 
loved ones wtth us again. 
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Dear Walter: 

November 7 is "now history and the problem arises as iD what, 
if anything. we supporters of Harold should plan to do in "the 
future. 

As you may know, Harold started in January 1937 iD build both 
the Party and himself in the state of Minnesota for the election 
of 1938. He first started on the basis of trying iD offer 
leadership in opposition to the Farm Labor Party and thus to 
build the Republican Party, wi th the idea he V«)uld run for 
Governor, but also with the idea "that he would step out of the 
picture if some natural candidate developed who seelmd to have a 
better opportunity than he in the 1938 election. Relatively few 
people knew of this effort, and I believe tha.t Jim Bennett was 
one of those most instrumental in making it effective. 

It seems to me that the Republican Party in the country as a 
Whole is as much in need of similar leadership and coordination 
as was the Party in Minnesota of January 1937. It also seems iD 
lIB that four years is none too long a period in which to start 
laying the ground work for Harold in 1948. 

This rai ses the qU3 stion of who. t we as a group can <b. Personally, 
I think that there is much that can be done and the subje ct is too 
broad to be covered in a letter. If "there are others of Harold's 
group vho believe similarly ihat now is the time to s tart work, I 
am V«)ndering if it V«)uld not be possible iD have a meeting in some 
central place like Chicago some time during the Christmas holiday 
period, when most of the group will be near or passing through this 
city. I believe that a thorough discussion of possibilities and 
ways and means W)uld be helpful to everybody. ' 

If it is possible to get such a group toge"ther, I think that most 
of those Who have been close to Harold should be included. 1 would 
like to see Jim Bennett brought into the picture if his health W) uld 
allow it and I would 'also like to see Dr. Walter Judd in the group 
as it is my impression that we will need somebody in the House of 
Representatives in' our group. 

I had hoped to hear more from you during the last few months, when 
you were in Chicago. I know you have been busy wi ih the campaign. 
besides your own business and personal problems. Also I have been 
out of iDwn a great deal and it is possible that you have tried to 
reach me when I have not been in the Office. 

Let me know what you -think of this idea. 

AAB-NN 

Sincerely, 

(Signed) Al 

A. A. Beltz 



MELVIN J. MAAS 
4TY DIST. MINNESOTA 

C!Congrt~~ of tbt I1nittb ~tatt~ 
1!Jouse of Representatibes 

.a~ington, 1D. <It. 

Comdr . Harold Jtassen 
Third Fleet Staff 
c/o Fleet Post Office 

November 23, 1944 

Jan Francisco, California 

By dear Harold: 

c. A . JORDAN 
SECRETARY 

rIow thqt the election is over we can a little better 
evaluate things . De'Jey wa", not elected because the war is still 
going on, and a slim majority of people felt that a change right now 
might in some way delay the final victory, and I think they felt 
that Lr. Roosevelt' B personal contacts with Yr . Stalin and l:r . Cilurchill 
vlere of some special value . 

There is no doubt tha t fr. Jidney Hillman's P\C played 
a most powerful part, primarily in organizing migrant workers , getting 
theLl registered in the state in which they were working and seeing to 
it that they got to the polls . '.Ve can all see mistakes in a campaign, 
but I doubt if any kind of a ~~paign could have overcome the situation 
with which we were confronted . 

Gale and I were defeated for exactly the same reason . 
n;e have the bulk of the new war industries in our two districts . The 
migrant workers, who have been moved in by the thousands to st. Paul 
and llldustrial 1inneapolis , have been brought in since the last general 
ele ction. The PAC rounded them up, got them registered and made a 
personal campaign among them. They had all been organized by the CIO . 
For the past year or so, Dick's and my votes have been opposite on 
everything, so it was not our stand either on labor or international 
matters nor on defense votes . Dick m~de no campaign, and I made a 
very vigorous one . I was told that if I h3.d made no campaign I would have 
been elected. Dick was told that if he had made a caI:lpaign he would 
have been elected. 

vome considerable number of people feel that it was my 
Pearl Harbor speech that caused my defeat . It lias not . I got more votes 
thi s tine than I had two years ago. I simply di dn ' t get the same pro­
portion of the new 'Iar workerB in my district . Roosevelt carried RaJ!lliey 
County by 25,000 votes , and I lost it by 5,000 . 

Joe Ball's actions cost me a great many votes but did 
not cause my <lefeat as such . There \,ere several thousand voters who 
influenced by Joe simply did not vote for either candidate for Congress . 
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Joe's last minute statement that he could not vote for me, of course, 
bore some v"eight with some people . 

I am convinced now that everything is calmed down, that 
Joe Ball 's actions have not permanently affected your political future 
at all . Joe Ball has principally hurt only Joe Ball . He is through 
in politics in }1innesota , and his actions will not be forgotten even 
in four years. 10 one who knew you in 'innesota believed for one 
minute that you had been party to any deal with Ball, trying to throw 
the election so thlt it would be open for you in '48. However , many , 
many people were very mad at you f or having appointed Ball to the 
3enate in the first place and felt th at you should have picked a known 
Republican and one who would stand hitched. That resentment, of course, 
will quickly die down. In the 72st, it is generally believed that you 
and Joe put over a deal, but they will gradually cor.te to realize that · 
th:lt is not so, but they '~ill forget it afiY\~ay . 

- a.Tt convinced th'lt in '48 the choice for the Republican 
nomination will be between you and Saltonstall from the prevent outlook. 
There are a number of f a ctors that have convinced me thnt it will be 
you . I think you 'till present a greater hope of the Republican party 
and the country in 1948 than ever. 

Incidentally, the Republicans of the Senate are being 
snart , and they are not trying to read Joe out of the party. They are 
going to let him die on the vine. tJoe is all through in the ~er>ublican 
partJ" however, and \~ill never get anywhere with the Democrats, because, 
while the.Y very gleefully made a great deal out of his defection, they 
will never take him up because they all feel that they could !lot trust 
him from pulling the dame thing on them sometime . s you probably know, 
Joe did not start out to go all the VIaY at all but was pushed step by 
step by netty . 

I do not feel badly about being defeated , and in fact 
rather welcome a vacation from Congress--and I r a ther think maybe that's 
all it will be. In view of the way the House went , and the Presidency, 
I am actually glad to be out of it for the next two years, more 
particularly as I expect to be out there with you. this winter . 

Best wishes . 

Cordially yours, 

H:c ,//tr! 
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I am especially apnreclative of your letter of NoveMber 11th. Of course 
I knew the circumstances were such t at it was practically impossible for 
you to have had advance notice or con~lllta.tion respecting 3eT'.ator Qall's 
action but I am nevertheless glad to have your assurances thFt this was 
so for two reasons - first, because it was quite freely chargpo 'i,_'ring the. 
final days of the presidential camDai~n t et you did have ryrior knowledge 
of and anprovec SenRtor BAI) 's act {on, and second, becauee there is still 
some disposition on the nart of some peoDle to "ta~1 you with such 
knowlerige and armI'Oval. I am p'lad tt) be able 0 give you tht.. a~su rance 
t qt the Dewey Deo'"llp in t _e ational Re!)t1blican Organization l:!c'vP, been 
comp etely ct)nvinced trl'~.t you did not have knowledge of Joe's intend.ed action 
and that it never did have your aD roval. 

Probably you are fully aware of the circumstances whic~ I am about to 
summarize but I think for the bJnefit of the future J'C'U sh uld. D ways have 
them in mind. 

I am convinced that Joe's action was not the resu t of any sudden whim or 
detpr~_nation. He had had it un~er conte~l')lation for a considerable neriod 
of t imp,. He was cony nc cd that tte leaders ip of the -qepublican Party was 
e t rely reactionary and that De\ ey' s adr.tinistration, .J..f he .were sllCcessful, 
would be reactionary not only in domestio but in internation~l affairs. I 
Know that he had been in mone o~ les9 conctant 00nfere nce with important 
democrats in iashington and that his final decision was arrived at after 
('cnsultation not only v,"itL ,Or. opkins but VYith th~ President }-limself. I 
b~ ieve that it was inspir~d not alone by a conscientious belief in his 
ovn oosition in respect to world peace but because he ad receive1 Eone 

surances not only from 'Ir. Henkin s but directly froll' the Presi4ent himself 
to the effect he would not suffer by reason of taking the position vrhich he 
took. What I am sayinG is I do not persona ly believe Joers action was 
wholly governed by an unselfish and corageous inte~est in a particular form 
of world organization for perman~ nt peace but that his position was a ..... rived 
at after qui te de-l'inite assu mnceb that his political and nersonal future 
would not suffer by reason of it. 

I do not ttink you shoulA blame yourself for Joe's action. Certainly it 
was a disapp 0 intment to all of us but we all knew it was in no ay inspired 
or uDproved by you Bnd that there was nothing in the attitude which you 
have taken in the past w ich furnished any warrant for it. So far as I am 
persona ly concerned, if I had hought that it '~E S merely a Dolitical 
di fference 0 f opinion or a case of bad jt.'d grnent arising from the lack of 
political experience or for other reasons, I "'ou d have b~en willing to 
accept it as such and let it go at t at but t every iact I know t at Joe 
had PBd it under contern~]ation for a lon~ ~ me, t ~t he deliberatply 
determin ed to ce sir his lot wi th the Democra t .... no.... on _y as re snect s the 

SJue of nternatio ~ peace bu~ as resrypcts the elect on contest betwee 
Lr. Rncseve t and !Ill. De~ey and oel~b€retely refrain-!o. from givln;- his 
ri n"l s ':'n t'1.e ReD'J.blican Palty e.n (')1')Tlo:,tunit y to convincf! him of the 



~c trar is a breac 1 o~ good fait. whic it is not only difficult to 
Jus t ify but which makes it irnpo ssi ble for one to support Joe in the 
future with any confidence in h1s political integrity. 

So much for that. 

I have not had an opportunity to analyze the elf..:;ction returns but I 
think it is po ssi ble to determine with reasonable ace.. rac:y whd,t 
happened and why. I should li.~e t~ start with the statement tt~t I 

2. 

had great diff1~ulty in be ieving that r.,'r. Dewey had the strent:,th which 
the polls credited him with even ueforf' the Republican conventir-n. 
Dewey ' s strength in Wisconsin and the nerbistence of his strength in 
t e polls thereafter convinc-c ~p th~t ~hile I could not finQ reasons 
completely sgtisfactory to rnysel fo~ it) he nevertheless ad the 
strength whic. the polls credited im with. 

I tLlnk that up to the last t 0 weeks o~ the election Dewey was making 
slow but definite progress . He was, on the one hand) breaking down the 
strength of the Preoident en romestic issues and at the arne time 
creating positive strength for himself. It was nevertheless obvious 
two we8ks before election that the Dewey strength as a whole was not 
sufficient to elect hLn and unlees there anneared a definite trend in 
his favor he would not be elected. Th< t defjnite t~end did not 
"aterialize. On tDe contra.ry, if an:ytling vr.ere was a slight receqsion. 
This , in my opinion, was lar5e y dUE- to the .I.act t at during t" is last 
two weeks Dewey had nothing much new to nrepose and also becau8~ of the 
vigorous and effective campaign which I think the "President made for 
himself. 

You are well acquainted with the elements vhlch in the end result in an 
office-holders defeat. Ther~ iw an accumulation of dissatisfaction and 
opposition 'b~ch finally rolls up to over- talance the 'good pOints 
which the candidate may urge. I t ink t at th~s factor would have been 
sufficient to defeat Mr. Roosevelt had it not been for (1) the tremendous 
and effective campalgn which PhC made for the registration of voters in 
the large cities a preponderance of whem were known to be for the 
Administration, l2) the enormous amount of money which the Administration 
had to spend for ~ar purposes and which it was able to put to \vork 
politically not on y fC'lI' these purposes but among the agricultural and A 
ot~or populations for the normal puruoses of increasing prod~ction, 
(3) because in the by and large Jabor had benefited greatly by the >~ 
Ac1.n.inistrat ion I s policies both e.s respects wage levels and as respects ""/ 
overtime and ove~tl~e nayments , and finally, because in the last two 1~ 
weeks of the campaign Roosevelt was able to do what he had done before r~ 
Of course there is also the nf lene of the war and the nossible V­
effect of a che.nge of Aomin' stratlon unon t1,.e time and conditions ,~the 
conduct of the war and the r tlrn of solniers to ~ivllian life, and as 
I ha ve in oicat ed we must recognize Mr. Roosevelt ' .., cen ~'lJ!lmate abE.i ty 
as a poll ticLm and as a Doli tical or~ 

It can all be summed up in the fact th~t rn. Dewey ' s fight was an uDPill 
fight in which he could not cO!'!1J'!'and the assets avai able to the 
Administration. 

d Thye I s tremendous majorit y WtlS a gre'lt satisfact ien to all 0 f us but 
the re are some "bugs" in t is ointment notwl t standing the Roosevelt 
narty does not enjoy the standing with labor~ }overnor Thye inrerited 



f~om you and which he blilt up for imse f. A number o~ Rep'blicun 
office-holders are well past the usual age of retirement a.nd the party 
needs new blood both inside and out. There are a number of ~&ctions 
~ 0 ft; 1 tre yare not nre sen t y in('\ luded in th party counc lIs. 'Ve 
have no very outstanding backstops for Governor or other political 
offic~~ and under certain ccnd1tion w ch may easily be envisaged 
Hubert Humphr"'y or some ot_.e l' Democratlc-Farmer-Labor candidate might 
be ele cted JiJ.a I:) r' of' ~,lnneapolis and two years from nov. be a formidable 
candidate ao~in8t Governor Thye or whoever might be the nominee of,the 
Republicans. 

I th nk George Jones did c good job but we still do not have effective 
and m litant county orgt=..lnizations wr..ich €;3 ould have. We are st-i ",1 
very weak in the populous counti s like Ppnncnin, Ramsf'Y and St. Louis. 
We still have what I t ink is a liabl1 it y !'E!presented by Roy Dunn and 
the per onal organization which he has built. He 9.S fewer S11pPOrlers 
a.mong the so-called liB Committee ll than nreviously but he is still a 
formidable figure in state ~olitics. All of ich r think means there 
1s still a distinct need o· leadership in Minnebota and for the setting 
up 0 effective machinery vO dea with the state political situation. 
Some 0 f these are at east in the process of being thought tr rough, if 
indeed they are not in the formative stage. 

r t ink we can rely '.lpon Go erno!' T yels full support of any ell 
considere program but I have cautioned those v it w om I have Qiscussed 
this matt r t at .e must be prepar d to uggest to him a step by step 
program which can be formu ated and carried out under his direction. 
This .s about all t at r can off-r on the future political scene. 

3· 

I agree with you completely abo t Esther's attitude during t e campaign . 
. en I knew that it was conte olated she would make some kind 0 f a state-

ment over the radio, r discussed the pronosal with !lIrs. Anderson vho was 
rery much g inst it. Later, after s}-1e heard Urs. Stassen on th radiO, 

8 e was a: u trusiast cilly for it as she ha~ been the ot er way. CertaJnly 
Mrs. StasSl;n I ... attitude could not have been more correct or more h lpfu 
under any circumstances and we are all grateful for her atti tude as well 
as her helD. 

Your citation wa published in the paperE yesterday and we are, of courSt, 
vor mu ......... pleased bout it. It is .;}ertainly not y a rat fying but a 
unique recognition of the kind of services V>lhlch we have all been convinced 
you could and would render. 

My on Alan is and has been with Patton' army in and around Metz for 
several veeks. Our est letter fro t him was datee Tovember 4th and we 
are grateful that so far he is all right. T e "dope lf sheets continue to 
indicate the possibility of a German collapse prior to Chr stmas but I 
ima~ ne t 1s is in large meaSlr~ dependent upon good weather, of whicb there 
has been p a8ti~~lly none at all up to now. 

I have a notion t.at n genert:t .... ,:lt ea~t fo "ometilT'e to COI!'\:j, t ~e attitude 
of the dmini tration will be sonewhat on the conservative side although t e 
cOl':'posi t ion 0 f t e people WI~C P'lA.ke 1 t l.lP is n t yet such as to warrant too 
much ccnfidence on this ~core. 



I ho e you will not let the Joe B. i cident disturb yeu too nucha 
A.ter all, there is no~hing any of us can do abouT. it at t~e momen~. 
In a way I am sorry the break, so far as I am concerned, is as 
co~plete as it wa but the circumstances do not nermit the existence 
of confidence w ich must of p cecoity be the basis of continued 
Gupport. 

Kindest regards and best wi hes. 

Sincerely, 

4. 
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