




From: 

To: 

~ e. "'(;/ /fi'-/ 

Jj ru. . s: / q If!(-

ANDERSON, Raymond Edward, Flc(MoMMO), 871-57-20. 

Bureau of ·Naval Personnel. 

Subject:. Change of Duty - request for. 

1. In view of the present shortage of per-
sonnel in lithographic work, I hereby request that I be 
assigned to duties in that ·field. 

2. I have completed 4 years of evening 
school work in typography, ·c omposing, layout and press 
work. I was employed in lithographic work for a period 
of eight years making lithographic plates and operat­
ing a 22 x 34 Harris Offset Press, 34 x 28 two color 
and 22 x 34 four color, both sides Webbendorfer Offset 
Litho-presses and multiliths. My duties included hand­
roll up and work in albumen and deep etch zinc plates. 
In addition I assisted in the camera room developing, 
stripping and opaquing negatives and making blue prints. 

3. I have completed an 8 week course at the 
Basic Engineering School, Great Lakes, and an 8 week 
course in Diesel Engines at Richmond, Va. . 

~tt{~RV 
Raymond E. Anderson 

\ 



Dear Harold: 

JULIAN B. BAIRD 

fiRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING 

SAINT PAUL 

December 8, 1944 

Walter let me read a couple of weeks ago a ver,y interesting 
letter which you wrote him and which you told him he might show me. 
Subsequently Esther read me part of the contents of one of your letters 
in reference to your citation. I certainly want to congratulate you. 
It is abundantly evident that you have done an outstanding job as your 
friends knew you would, but it is certainly an outstanding combination 
of luck and planning on your part tha t put you in the unique position 
you have occupied where you could have an opportunity to demonstrate the 
kind of abilities you have in such a high order. 

In the letter to Walter you indicated you would like to have 
some of us give you a post-mortem on the election as it appeared from our 
individual viewpoints. You don't need to take this too seriously but I 
will throw in my two cents worth. 

First as to the national election: For a few days after the 
election, the relative landslide of electoral votes for Roosevelt tended 
to obscure what on sober analysis was a very close election. Of the 
plurality of 3,500,000, about 2,200,000 was in the 13 states of the solid 
South. That leaves 1,300,000 of votes spread over the states in which 
Dewey had some chance, or, in other words, a shift of 700,000 votes spread 
proportionately over the other 35 states would have swung the election to 
Dewey. I believe figures can be built up to show that a shift of less 
than half of that number, if theoretically placed in crucial states, would 
have changed the results, but it doesn't seem to me that tha t is as fair 
an analysis as t he other one. 

Right after the election most of the analysts were predicting a 
strong resurgence of New Dealimn with the Hillman-Wallace entourage calling 
the shots. While granting that the PAC is going to have an increased 
influence and will make the most of it, I believe that informed opinion is 
less inclined at the present time to feel as certain that there will be a 
pronounced leftist movement. Certainly the appointment of Stettinius as 
Secretary of state and Clayton as one of the Assistant Secretaries could 
not be construed as moving to the left, as it is well known that Hillman 
et al wanted Wallace. The a ppointment of MacLeish as another Assistant 
Secretary could be called a leftist move but taken in conjunction with the 
other appointments it probably must be regarded as a sop to the leftwingers. 
I had quite a talk with Fulton Lewis, Jr. last night and he was strongly 
of the opinion that Roosevelt was an astute enough politician to realize 
that he has no strong mandate for a move to t he left, as he has had in 
earlier elections, and that unless severe unemployment or some other new 
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factor arises he thinks the President will be inclined to move down the 
middle of the road. 

I was inclined at first to gelieve that no one could have 
beaten Roosevelt this year, but I am not as sure as I was about that 
and I am inclined now to think that you could have turned the trick. 
Unlike Joe, I find no fault with what Dewey said on foreign policy when 
he got dmv.n to cases. Unquestionably a lot of independent and inter­
national-minded voters were deterred not so much by what Dewey said or 
failed to say on foreign policy but rather on the record, which one can't 
deny, that the Republican Party has been for some years more isolationist 
on the average than the Democratic Party, with the resultant feeling that 
a Republican President would be subject to more isolationist influence 
that Roosevelt would be. I could fully offset that in my own mQnd by my 
strong feeling that the loyalty that would adhere to the leader of their 
party would tend to bring the lukewarm senators along farther in support 
of a liberal foreign policy espous'ed by Dewey than they would one espoused 
by Roosevelt. Perhaps that is just rationalization on my part but at any 
rate I do not think that subtle argument was as effective with voters as 
the other one I mentioned . I thought Dewey made a lot of good speeches, 
although I felt very strongly that he made a mistake, in constantly reiter­
ating the Hershey issue, which to me was' a phony and a little unfair, and 
I am sure it struck a sour note wi~h many wavering voters. 

. , 

Probably the most decisive· ,issue of all was the comm&.nder 'in 
chief argument. .1 feel t~t . a l,ot, of voters, particularly women, having 
relatives in- the armed se'rviceG were influenced some at ' the last minute to 
vote for Roosevelt o~ ' the theory tha~after all the war was going well and 
there might be risks i n a change. The Gallup and other polls which showed 
the largely increased vote which Dewey would have had, if both wars were 
over, seems to me to bear 'out the importance of the commander in chief 
issue. 

The other important factor militating against Dewey is a pretty 
intangible one but I feel nevertheless is real, namely, that Dewey's 
personality did not stir up any spontaneous enthusiasm as such. There 
was enthusiasm for certain things he said and the way he said them but he 
still left many voters, and again more v/omen than men, with a feeling 
that he was a cold personality, the prosecuting attorney ~e and lacking 
a certain spirtual touch. Whi le Dewey came nearer election than Wi llkie, 
it was quite noticeable, when movie shorts of him were flashed during the 
election, that there was less spontaneous enthusiasm for him that there 
had been for Vullkie . 

The PAC campaign was unquestionably effective, the proof being 
that Roosevelt carried every city in the country over 200,000 people, most 
of them by good margins. 

If I were to attempt to evaluate ,the four things I have mentioned, 
I would put the commander in chief point first, the efforts of the PAC second, 
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the international issue third, and the personality factor fourth, but 
it is quite possible that the order of the last two should be reversed . 

As for the way the campaign was conducted in this state , 
Ed Thye made some corking , talks for Dewey, one ' of them on a national 
hookup, and in all of his hundreds of contacts in the months before 
the campaign I think he did everything he could in behalf of Dewey. 
I haven't much fault, to find with the way the balance of the campaign 
was run in the state . Roy Dunn made one blunder early by getting drawn 
into a n~vspaper controversy with Dean Fraser where it would have been 
better if he had kept his name out e~t1rely, as it let the opposition 
charge Hooverism, etc. After th~t one episode he did carefully refrain 
and in justice to the "old gY!\rQ ." they did a better job of following 
the admonition of your friends to refrain from attacking Joe Ball than 
did Vin Webber and even Doc' Radabaugh, both of whom sounded off too 
strong on that subject . 

Byron Allen didn't make a strong impression in any .vay and I 
do not believe he is much of a future menace. Hubert Humphrey would 
have gotten a great many more votes in my opinion and is going to be quite 
a power to contend with in the future , particularly if he decides to run 
and gets himself elected as Mayor of Minneapolis next year . He has one 
disability, however, in that he hasn!t been able to make up his mind to 
go into the service and that will probal;>ly plague him particularly after 
the war . ' , 

As you know, Mel Maas lost by less ' than '5,000 votes and I think 
that can be pretty well accounted for . ' Uel elected, ih spite of every­
thing hi s friends could tell him, to campai gn against Roosevelt in a city 
that went 3 to 2 for Roosevelt . I do not believe it would have hurt him 
any more than it did Ed to campaign for Dewey, as people expect a Repub­
lican will support his ticket. Mel told me that he had actually seen 
portions of the confidential reports of the services on the Pearl Harbor 
episode and that the facts therein disclosed went a long way to involve 
the mite House with a considerable measure of responsibility--in fact he 
represented that it contained some very damaging material . Mel made a 
radio speech just a couple of weeks before election, in which for the 
first time he made these allegations and challenged the Administration to 
make public the evidence, etc . , which they of course refus~d to do . 
Mel couldn't produce any proof, with the result that the public put it 
down to cheap campaign oratory and -~ < u~principled attac~ . Not only did 
Mel's belated attack antagQni:ze many p.eopl:e, but it made' n hot issue which 
Starkey had not been able to' find, with ' 'the reslflt that both of them 
occupied the front page from that po~nt on'. ' 'Charlie ' Jorda.n, Mel ' s 
secretary, who I think is pretty astute politically was sick about the 
whole thing, as he had kept Mel in Washington as long as possible just 80 

no issues would be created and then as soon as Mel got here he spilled 
the beans. If it hadn't been for this tactical mistake, I think Mel 

I would have gotten t hrough with a small margin . 

The most pathetic thing that happened in this State was the 
defeat of Dick Gale by the retired street sweeper Gallagher, whose wife 
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furnished most of his support by working in a cannery while he vegetated 
at home. Gale made absolutely no campaign at all and even the DFL I 
understand gave Gallagher no financial support, as they thought his case 
was hopeless. I think this is a case where the organized PAC vote can 
claim some oredit for the victory. There is an element of humor in 
the situation in that Gale's friends are supposed to ha.ve filed Gallagher 
two years ago as a straw man to divide the opposition vote and I guess 
they thought they had picked the weakest possible candidate vdth an Irish 
name. 

As for Joe, my views haven't changed much of any from those I 
expressed to you. I didn't see him when he was out here as I was out of 
town but he tried to see me and I have had a perfectly £ iendly correspondence 
with him since. I think he still ' feels- that he did the right thing, but 
I think he would have pursued a different method -if he w:ere doing it over 
again. He did not know he was going to stir up the hornet's nest which 
he did and on reflection ,he must realize that his way of handling it was 
pretty shabby treatment of you and of his other political intimates in 
1linnesota. It seems to me that I discern ,a g~neral softening of the 
antagonism to him in Minnesota but this may b'e merely that all the passions 
of the election are receding. ' There is no discerniple diminution of bitter­
ness toward him among the majority of those who have been active in Repub­
lican politics here nor among the business men who for one thing are not 
quiok to .forgive his more than half way espousal of the Democratic oause 
on domestic issues. I understand from two different informants that the 
press boys in Washington are for the most part off him, as for one thing 
they are political realists and see the i~jury he has done to his own 
usefulness and see clearly the political dilemma he finds himself in. 
Furthermore, they attribute to him allusions of grandeur and some of his 
little helpmate's remarks have, gained enough currency so that at least 
they all know who is meant when the phrase "little Abe"is used. 

As you know, I ao not usually try to put my oar in in matters 
of political advice, but I confess that I have done my utmost to curb 
the spontaneous ~nthusiasm of , our mutual friend for ,buzzing around on your 
behalf, a subject on which I know you have had letters from others, and I 
hope by this time you have expressed yourself to the person in question in 
as emphatic terms as you know how. It all comes of course from good 
intent, an excess of nervous energy, and an apparent lack of interest in 
application to the mundane affairs of his own business. He has had his 
ears beaten back repeatedly by some of us and told that his greatest 
service to himself, his family and to the general cause is to forget about 
politics and quit talking to people here and in other parts of the country 
about it. He agrees rather reluctantly that that is true but finds it 
next to impossible to act accordingly. He can't seem to realize that the 
people he talks to know him only in the political field and even conver­
sations with them about the weather will be misconstrued. The whole 
situation is aggravated by a certain habit whfch has grown on him with ' 
which I believe you also have been acquainted, and it all makes a vicious 
circle. 

I do not want you to misconstrue what I have said or my motives. 
I am terribly fond of him and I am as much interested in safeguarding his 
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ovm real interests as the other interests. I think all in nIl he did a 
remarkable job in spite of certain very bad lapses and, if the thing 
were to be done over again, I still think he vms the man to lead the 
fight against very long odds where it took tremendous courage, 
enthusiasm, and the ability to make a noise . I am sure you will agree 
that the situation is now entirely different and Minnesotans should be 
conspicuously silent. It is plenty of time t .o start talking when you get 
out of the Navy and you can decide the procedures. In the meantime there 
is a great deal of casual chatter the country over on "the natural", which 
is all to the good . 

I ran into Jack Cornelius yesterday and he told me thnt he had 
• recently been talking wi th Bruce Bart,on. Barton told him to pass along 

to you, and he gave a lot of reasons, that he thought that the very first 
utterance you make when you step out of uniform would be the most important 
one which you would make for a lotlg time thereafter . I told him I had no 
doubt you would think so too but that I would pass it on to you for what 
it is worth. 

There is a new wave of seriou'sness sweeping. the country con'cern­
ing the war, caused of course by the early sanguine predictions for the 
early close of the German war fading out an~ to a lesser extent because of 
the slowing down of the land operations in the Philippines. 

John had the front part of his foot amputated but it is healing 
up nicely and he shquld be home ,within a mOQth. He was lucky as his 
plane and crew were shot down over Germany two weeks after he was wounded. 

I dictated the above last night and ' while it was being written 
this morning your very nice lette~ of November 30 came in. 'Vhile it 
perhaps makes what I said about our mutual friend superfluous, I will let 
it stand for emphasi&. It is a coincidence that you raised the same 
point that Barton and Cornelius had raised . I haven't any genius myself 
for knovring what to say although sometirr.es like Earl Christmas I occasionally 
think I have a good hunch on \Vhat not to say. However, I will let the 
mntter percolate and if I ever get what seems to me a good thought I will 
pass it on. I will pump Cornelius to see if Barton had anything specific 
in mind and vrill pass that along if anything comes to light . 

Saw quite a little of Elmer while he was home . The military 
life really did him quite a lot of good . At any rate it took at least 
six inches off his tummy and, while I wouldn't say he even then had a 
military bearing, the improvement was notable. 

~th kindest regards, I am 

Cdr. H. E. stassen, USNR 
Staff Com. Third Fleet 
c/o Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, California 



9 Dec. 44 
l:E .O--HES 

TEXT: Leave ~nto me, Qispositiort of mine enemies, but, Oh, 
Lord, deliver me from mine frienus.--Two-Eyed SEE, Verse 1. Chapter L+ 

A nd in that theme, I confess my sins, chiefly so, if there are 
untoward dcvelopllHnts, you \.; 11 be advised+ In my(Mtne) O'1;m defence, 
let it be said that my Big orry, before and sinc e election, has been 
the progr~s(' of a certain frit ndship--as t'" ,."hich I was informed 1 ~ 
-, 7 and more years ago + , In fact, it was JD who first pointed o. (4,.,. 
ia' be "our next governor, II and that was at a time when al: I ' .1e"1 ho.b 

~.u", t Dak"ta has a promising Co nty ttorney+ The.t happened When I 
was in vi A and it was a ~ least one reason "Thy I onc e ph('lned you to 
1I thrarh around in the weeds proyek+l) nO. so, I have always thought 
that Bomethlng akin to a Damon and Pythias was in the making+ I've known 

f cours~ of riffles, but my faith in human nature told me that at the 
bottom tr erE:' was mutu'l.l rvgard that "'laS enduring+ And C"; I lias dirturbed 
uhen he announcpd tl'e rOEd he would travel. As a matter ,.. J::--.! .. fIlon honesty, 
1 f It exactly as he Qid as to the candydates, but to m ,~, n bigber, 
,!;Jas tl ... c me.tter of stan<ling hitched, on the oa.-is of what Va old me 
",ras his II ~eneral Orders+ 1I A nd so, I "lae in a hell of state of mind+ 

A nO. the result of the election, 'lThich .L considered a foregone 
cor.cl~sion, helped rre not a bit+ A nd so, on that background, I have 
Hri tte n JB nothir., .. ~r to w at I tl10ught of his 8 tand, though I have had 
occasionto take up other matt8rs tlith him und l":we found h1m, as you 
wouln e XP()ct, frienc.ll. as uS'J.al+ But I did h ar o~ nne circumstamce 
in rhicH a m0re outepo:rcn f _ i !1d d:f. C1 13 coed '\vi tl-J. him, the ef:'~ct on you 
of his v01trse+ He pr crentc-':', "",6 I would have pre8entcd, the iclea that 
after all, JB \vas in "this v tt ~i,1I ami his rl.t'f'Y'mational activities 
sho;J.ld be in his own 'bailiv.Tiol.., rather than in the camp of the ebemy--t. at 
however right his decisions !night '\:)e, his public service ,\vould be ehhansed, 
in :-he long run, by fo11 ""'i no t. \~a-~~. fun that JOu had outlined, lefor e 
you went into servi ce, rather thL. ~ ,p ened+ And at that oc~asion, 
"then the I.:;:.tfec~ on your future CI:.;.>!lC •. p, rcrl tears came into JI S eyes; 
so I ~lave b( en pret~y well comvinced that if he has hurt you, hels a 
troubled man, 80 far aE: his Olm consc ence is concerned+ (I hope I'm 
right thuA far, c 8 "Ie apjoJroach the confessonal+) 

AnYFay, ycrteraay after .J.. had talked with Stewert Lane, I 
wrote JB briefly+ I mentioned no names, spe c1ficially deb1ed that what 
I said was first hand info, but made it quie~ plain that I KNEW \ihat 
I was talkinfs about; that I had the fac~l ty to separate fa.ct. from . 
gos8ip+ And t ..... en I told him that (1) I haa. heerd that he had wr i tten 
.:ou , which letter you 'l;oJelcomed very much and (2) th~t there was no 
thought in your mind as to his action being a IIbetrayal ll of you+ And 
I told him that much, as ,hat had been said Ilbehir:td your back" as Aistln­
gui8hed from Uto your face" ~tat yments+ And since the t'·l0 clicked, 
I felt j ustified+ A :~~a4J B \vhat I II dun II -a"1d don I t forget mY 
text+ I s!Duld add t "': i{.L,.. r') 'nforl"1ation "lS to vhether you felt 
his course \1ise, etc; .i... - i:,.1 ... ~I words I denied any kno1,-oTledge in several 
other rp.spects, so he'c. n .. cognize that the two things I ~ say were 
f&ctual and II the ",hole story,-" so far as I \'las concnrned+ And my 
background reason is that, as of now, he seems to be liThe \'1innah, II and 
in that cir<U.rrlstance, it would s~cm to me that there sl:b'.lld be diplomacy, 
to the end that when, and a's you return, the course then ,"1ill be pli€l-ble, 
rather than unbendable+ nd I added, a·s an aside, that an indication 
of your present isola ti ,n} 1,; ere was the fact ~hat 1.1 .., ')ur last letter 
to "this mutual friend." .. - haa wondered aD tovhat ~ 'JJened to .,.d in the 
elect1on~ Hy thinking \1a8 that if he m. d beeL ~ecting this or that. 
Bum a slIatement Would be indirect sur; estion 1 .at "OU were really 



out of t uch with the course of ew~ ent events+ And also, be advised 
that he, and none others, other than Stewart LaRe, JO-Jo of O'Corners, 
and Les have any idea as to Hank Clip Jernt+ 

And mention of the Clip Jernt reminds me that I was happy to 
hear that, otherwise , your info would be even less current+ And so 
I Bea w-Ho, heartily+ 

Events at "1148 11 were thrilllng, last night+ For some 20 year, 
we've been getti rg along with a bed that was our pride and joy back in 
the days when love vias young+ But, 'while the springs and ma:tDess have 
served well, the castors have deterioriated, as do all msters+ {hen 
we put the bed in my new,lO,OOO "pink ll ronm, my wrath wreathed, or 
writhed, as I obser~d that the Pi aAo finish was going to hell, in 
jig time+ • e.h opined as how' thE-re ~"as no remedy; casters were a war 
time casualty+ A!1d I opined as how, come hell or high lv ter, the 
caster dif icultljlC""lOUld be I' me ied, or limy name is not So-A nd-So+" 
Well, that urs t(/ soon gay me caused to 1'10 rder Mah ''las right--casters 
are a war casualty+ But, in defence of my mastery of the ~ome, I 
shopped around and finially found four good casters, the on y difficulty 
being that they were for a won en posted bed and ours is of steel--or mebb y 
just iron+ Anyway, I hada problem of 00 nversion+ Po sts " .. .'ere hall~, 
so I to d myself that I would just drive a good solid wooden plug into 
the steel posts, bore a hole, insert ca ters, give bed a kick and, 
in a moment of supreme mastery, proclain: "There, you see--wh~~e there is 
a will, there S \'Tay--and if you hael Just had a Will, everything \V'ould have 
been Okeydoke+· 

But, alas, twas not that easy+ After ~ had careful y measured 
opening in the)J)O ats, I ordered an aiEtquaiJe number 0 f plugs, of hard 
maple + far so gOOd + ili th .:I Ue ceremony and uPo rrpo 8i ty, last night I 
assemble other and Lois and announced that "we would now fix the bed+" 
First st was to take 8Dr sleepl~g equipme~t apart--and I was so sure 

.. 0 mys elf that w uld not eve n '\V'ai t until today+ liThe dee ~o do a timEr--
time to do a job, is NOW --not ~olllDrrow--NonMon-yonnall in my course 

of action+" 0, dO,\"ln came the bed (damned old typewriter on blink again+) 
H , flxed, "I'll th rubber band, but l. twill fall apart again and once more 
I 1 have to cover the floor, to find missing screw+ And if you think 
hunting for a collar button is trouble, just try searching for a small 
screw (The mets.l kind) on a more or less littered puslldo-edl torlal floor+) 

Anyway, we got to the plug inserting point+ Plug was a mite too 
ig, but that was easy+ Sandpaper+ In time, we had plug driven int the 

hole, a matter o~ 4 or 5 inches, and then we sawed it off--slick as a 
whistle+ And to demon ~te my engineering ability, I nrated as to , 
ho"l"l the remedted bed better than Wll n new, and I hi t plUG a crack with 
mammer, opl*1ng s how that will ltlold" caste until h€~ freezes over+ " 
As I spoke, there was a dismal "plump" and the plug disappeared down the 
role+ InVestigation ehowed that the hole wae bigger, by li16th of an 
inch, just below the col ar+ Hah looked and kQ.+~s, and Lois looked at 
Mah, f!.nd b&t knew better1 out of long experienc~ say a word+ And 
nei ther hoo a SlJ.o estion, either+ 

No matter how !1Uch I sandpa pered and p>unded, I \l1as a sitting 
ck, for all my specially prepared hard aple plugs were not enough to 

fill one hold, say nothin~ of tour+ we +hrew t hard maple into 
the corner and recovered from the basement a piece 0 A Jx4 pine, out of 
which to fashion a longer, and etter plug+ It was an old pitce of 
lumber and, as you might suspect, co ntained hidden p1 ece so., steel in 
the smpe of 01 na Is, etc., so that add d to our troubles+ The one 
fine-toothed crosscut saw I had was duL er than a hoe to start 1d th, 
and by the time I had cut hru a coupla nails, its condition was pathetic+ 
But I was on a spot. I had to ca ter the bed, or admit feet of clay in 
the presence of my dotting daug er+ And 80 we labored+ Mah and Lois 
observed that it was 11 o'Clock, 12 O'Clock, and 1 O'Clock--an Mah wanted 



to get some sleep+ But the sawing, and the poundin6, the whi t/: ~ling \,1i th 
a floppy butcher knife, th bori ng \vi th a to()-f'mall bit, an" the 
swearing and the cussing continued, on and on, until (as i' obv ous) 
until :ar into the night+ 

At very long last , four c&sters were added , Iirmly and in a 
workman-like rn~nner+ The bed was re-sssembled and given a kick, as a 
result of which 1t skeedadled across the ronm+ And never a trace of a mark 
on that beautiful , piano like surface+ And so, we went to bed+ 

This morning I overslept an hour , as did all others, this being 
Saturday and Lois had no school engagements + 

W as the atmosphere terse? No sir+-Mahl s not that kind! ! 
Breakfast chatter dealt with her diffictlties in catching the be' , Tilien 
she was ready for repose and hOW, all during the night, every tiwle f',: e turned 
tLe bed would 81.vay, to tl'is side or the other , II as 1 I was sleep ng on 
a cloud+n 

It sure takes a supurb diplomat to live with thet echanical 
genius-likes of me+ 

HANK + 



De.ar Harold: 

bund&j ':!'venin§ 
DeceJl.oer 9 , 1944 

It isn ' t long until Christmas so I do not know whether this will reach 
you beforethen . As usual , I had ~lanned on writing you before in order 
that the lett er would get there before Christ as . At any rate , Bert the 
kids and myself wish you as ha y a holiday season as ~ossible under the 
circu.stances . I heard theR~ was a ~ ossible chance that you might come 
home on leave for Christmas . Sure would be swell but you no doubt will 
be on your way back before you ~et this, if you are coming . 
i'Ve ' ve been having mild weather with the exce~tion of a few days . A light 
snow fell today and I beleive it is getting sOl'iewha~ colder toni~ht . 
We were allover to Bill ' s a few nights ago in !e!et!~~t!8 celebration 
of the folks fourty fifth weddin, anniversary . All the cousins were 
there and seemed to have a ood ti e . The rest enjoyed it too and the 
folks were very ha"ybut of course issed your ~resence . 
A wayne Morse was elected Senator from Oregon I beleive, at the last 
election . I heard he was from Minnesota at one ti e and I was wonderinl , 
is he the friend of yours that was in charge of or coach of the rifle 
range at the U when you went? 
Ven i se had a baby g irl a couple ni-hts ago . I uess they are both doin, 
allri~ht too. Alice Altman is home from rtochester &nd has been ho e for 
about three weeks . She called Vi the other day and said that she was "ettg 
alon~ . retty ood . She gained wei~ht so maybe she will sna, out of it 
and be in fair health and able to ~et around ,a in . 

Je have been reading the account of the battle of the Phili,ines and 
Vias thrilled to hear of the citation you received . Of course we ex.eoted 
that you would receive one sometime when you announced that you were 
oin into the navy . 

The kids are in good health exce~t that the baby has a very bad oold . 
So darned hard for the little tikes to ~et rid of the con~estion . Still 
she can be and is ha,~ y and full of e ~ . 
A few weeks agro live had To mmy and the baby (Donna Gay) christened at 'J:ierts 
Church . Tommy walked right u _ to the Bowl and bowed his head over it so 
he oould be s . rinkled . he all ex ected that he would kick u~ a fuss but 
he was a re~ular soldier. He is quite a guy . Thinks he is ~ret ty tough 
and the other day llhen Butchie was over, they ~o t in an awful battle. 
So e real hay,rr&Jeers were fly ine; which knocked hi3i ri -ht down, but the 
little squirt would Ke t richt u. and 0 for more. 
I took a civil service test fop Oil Tax Exa~iner in October and .&ssed 
it on 0 en co etitive &nd rouotional. My Executive II classificati9n' 
is not a er,~anent status until I serve six months robation 'wh ich is u 
in A ril.

4
Can't tell what mi ,ht ha~ en before then, - so I ' trying to 

.rotect myse lf for a decent job if so ethin~ does h& en before Axril. 
Saw Andy and he says that his brother Grant tE.lked to you when he vIas 
refueling your shi4 so .. ewhere . Andy says he was very hE., y t:) have had 
the chat with you . 

This letter looks funny not havin ro er ~ ara Ta~ hs but the reason is 
I didn It know how lJC1_ I could think of to I.rite so I conserved s. ace to 
~et it ~ll on one sheet. 

Looks like I' all done now, so will close, take c bath and to bed . 

Best of luck old boy and ho.e to be seein you soon ',;!',t/r 



publicity, and channel publicity through from the national office 
on any legislative measures or - problems that would be of interest 
to them. 

My thinking is that research engineers, men~that would 
have the qualification to study not only social problems but all 
economic problems and make recommendations to the Republican Party 
that would be constructive so that the Republican Party would not be 
on tha t is "Again everything" as they have been in the past years. 
The New Dealers make legislative proposals of a liberal nature and 
the Republicans all rise up in congress and object, whi ch constantly 
keeps the Republicans in the position of being against any progressive 
legislation. It seems to me we must over-come that I!Again ll attitude 
and commencse to offer something constructive. I have given you 
roughly and hurriedly this thought. Any comments you have to make 
I would certainly appreciate. 

Again Harold, I wish you all the luck in the world. 
Do not take undue chances. Best holiday wishes for as Happy a 
Christmas and New Year as circumstances can possibly permit. 

~relY' 







THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 

WASHINGT ON 

11 December 1944 

Dear Herold: 

ThaDk TOU tor ;your note ot November 30th. I 
natural17 all mu.ch pleased that ;you agree with IJ.Y views on 
maintenance of the Na.TT after the war. As I said in a 
speech in Chicago two weeks ago, I wuld like to see some 
ot the current enthudasm put into a savings account to 
be drawn upon when the ineTi table spathT and inertia come 
up after the war is OTer. 

We are now starting on a drive to get universal 
mili tary training. . Here again I am sure that unless we 
get such legislation through while the war is on it will 
never be done. I hold no tremendous briet for rq own 
news but I think the count17 i8 entitled at least to have 
it tried. M,y point is that if we can have a trial run of 
one or two ;years after the war we will know whether it is 
a wise thing or not. I am sure that if it is an unwise 
thing the count17 will quickly expunge such legislation 
from the statute books; on the other hand the chances of 
getting such a law passed after the war is over are ve17 
slim. And I am sure ;you agree with me in this. 

I waa in Minneapolis about a month ago speaking at 
a war bond rall;y at the request of Mr. John PillsbU17 and 
I can report that ;you continue to stand in the highest 
8steem in that communit;y. I also had a ve17 pleasant 
vidt with Frank Leslie. 

Please present rq compliments and regards to the 
Admiral, and with bes t wishes to ;yourself, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

James Forre.tal 

Oommander Harold E. Stassen, USNR, 
Staff, Oommander Third Fleet, 
Fleet Post Office, 
San hancisco, Oalifornia. 



Dear Harold -

December 11 
1944 

Here is a report of my Christmas 
shopping . For Kathleen I bought a biE 
white teddy bear ( I can hardly wait to 
play with it) and some plastic dishes . 

For Glen I got a pair of shoe 
skates which he will be able to wear 
for several years . I hope to teach him 
haw to skate. Esther knows that I 
bought these but she thinks she is going 
to pay me. Glen has been hinting for 
skates . I als a bought a I1;md-McNally 
globe which can be revised after the war . 
I put a little note in saying that you 
would show him some interesting islands 
and places when you get home , and signed 
it. "Dad \I • 

For Esther I got a peach colored 
robe and a three piece white and Eold 
dresser set . 

For Mother I got a pin cushion for 
her dresser . 

I am sure that they will please 
and I am having them all wrapped and put 
cards in . 



Gladly would they give up all thes~ 
pretty things if you could be under the 
tree on Christmas eve . 

Let's hope it won't be too long 
refore you will be back again . 

Sincerely, 

~~ 

P. S. There is almost $40.00 left which 
I put into An envelope and am going to 
give it to Esther. 

We are going to the Civic Award dinner 
to-night . Harold LeVander is calling 
for us . 



NORTHWESTERN J\/LdionaL LIFE 

Dear Harold: 

INSURANCE COMPANY 
O. J. ARNOLD· PRE SIDENT MINNEAPOLIS 4 MINN. 

ELLIS J . SHERMAN. DISTRICT MANAGER 

1700 FIRST NATIONAL· SOO LINE BU I LDING 

M INNEAPOLIS 2 . MINNESOTA 

PHON E M AIN 4331 

December 12, 1944 

It seems like a long time since you left the State House to 
join the Navy, and I am sure you haven't had many idle moments. I would 
have liked very much to have seen and visited with you when you were back, 
but felt that your time was so short that you would like to spend what 
little time you had with your family, and I am sure that many of your 
friends felt as I did. 

Secretary of the Navy Forrestal gave a talk in Minneapolis at 
a big bond rally, and he made mention of the fact that you were cited in 
the recent Philippine action for an outstanding job, which while we ex­
pected that type of performance, nevertheless made many of your friends 
feel very good. 

I see Harold LeVander once in awhile, and while they are keep­
ing him extremely busy, he is apuarently feeling fine. Don Rogers was in 
town on a short leave awhile ago, and it was fun seeing and visiting with 
him. Don is feeling good and is adjusting pretty well to army life, 
although he thinks he would like to have more action. I suppose it is an 
old story - when you haven't much action you crave it and when you have 
too much of it you would like to be able to relax a little more than is 
possible from the constant strain which must attend active engagements. 

As you know, censorship is so strict that we are perhaps the 
last ones to really know what is actually going on. Maybe that is as it 
should be, but I have always felt and believe that the American people 
like to be told reasons for doing things and do a better job when the 
facts are laid in front of them, and I think that they can always be 
counted upon to respond. 

I felt, Harold, that the efforts of the Republican party before 
this last presidential election were woefully weak and very poorly planned; 
and the results were just what could have been expected. Of course, there 
are a lot of complicated factors in a situation of this kind, but the 
people wanted some constructive program to tie their teeth into if they 
were going to make a change and something besides bitterness and accusation. 
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