December 13, 1944

Hon. James Forrestal
Secretary of the Navy
Wa&hﬁngl‘-on 25 9 D. G

My dear Jims

Many thanks for the copy of your
correspondence with Harold Stassen.

I too read with great interest your
article, "Will We Choose Naval Suicide Again?'., Half a
dozen peonle around the country sent me copies for comment,
8o I know it must have created a great deal of the right
kind of interest.

I quite thoroughly agree with you
that legislation must be passed before the war is over,
or you will never get it. One of my few regrets at leav-
ing Congress is that I will not be a member of the Post-
War Military Policy Committee and therefore unable to help
giide this vital legislation.

Incidentally, the leaders of both
parties have volunteered the information to me that should
I come back in '46 they will place me on the Post-liar
¥ilitary Policy Committee by special resolution, because
then my position on the Naval Affairs Committee would not
automatically make me a member. If I do come back to
Congress in elither the House or Senate, it may very well
be in time to assist in the post-war legislation affecting
our military establishments.

Cordially yours,

Msc



MELVIN J. MAAS C. A. JORDAN
ATW DisT. MINNESOTA SECRETARY

Conaress of the United States
House of Representatives
Washington, B, C.

December 13, 1944

Commander Harold E. Stassen, USNR
Staff, Commander Third Fleet
Fleet Post Office

San Francisco, California

My dear Harold:

I thought you might be interested in
a letter I have just written to Jim Forrestal.

What my plans will be as to the
future in politics remain for future developments., I
am retuming to active service in the Marine Corps
immediately upon termination of my present term in
Congress. 1 am going to have an assignment on the
West Coast for several months and after that have been
assured of being given command of an advanced Marine
Air Base in the Pacific. Doubtlessly we will be meeting
in the not too distant future,

In the meantime, I would like to wish
you a Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year.

Cordially yours,

i

M:c
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Dear Harold:

I was most happy to receive your letter of November
4th-while in Mexico, and I received your last one just this past
week.

Our state campaign was very successful except, as you
know, for Mel Maas and Dick Gale. Dick took it rather easy in the
campaign eand Mel unfortunately made several speeches concerning

 Pearl Harbor and who was responsible for that disaster. I would

say that was the major issue that brought on his defeat.

Joe was in our apartment, he and Betty, leaving me at a
quarter to 7 without having told me he was going to give a publié
press statement 'he could not support Dewey!. Had he confided in
Warren, Walter or myself that he was going to make such a press
release we would have felt entirely different, but I knew nothing
other than that I knew he was bitter towards Dewey and said he

jcouldn't support him in our conversation that evening. I called

f
[

f

his attention to the injury he would do to &all concerned if it was
proven he was sour grapes so far as the national campaign was con-
cerned, but he seemed to think that Dewey was aligned with some of
the reactionaries and would be under the influence of the isolation-
ists, which would jeopardize any chance for the establishment of a
permanent peace. Joe was sincere. He was acting in acceordance with
his own convictions but he did not use good judgment. Frankly, 1
think his feelings were hurt that Dewey hadn't called him and asked
him to be active in his behalf in the campaign.

As soon as the press contacted me for comments concerning
Joe's stand I called Roy Dunn and George Jones and asked that they
make no statement until we had an opportunity for a conference. &
tried to hold down any direct criticisms against Joe personally.
While we did not share his thoughts or views there was no need to
condemn -the man for having spoken his conviections, but there was
very bitter feeling on the part of all, and there were threats for
writing him out of the party. There were cancellations of meetings
where Joe was to speak ete. My opposition, of course, was im-
mediately able to say that Ed Thye did not belong in the category of

a liberal progressive republican but to the Hoover-Roy Dunn reaction-

ary crowd. This shook me a 1little, but I don't believe it cost me
many votes, but it did injure Dewey's campaign, particularly in St.
Louis County and on the range.

I talked with Joe two days after he had given that press
statement and Joe felt very badly and very concerned about the injury

his statement had done so far as Minnesota was concerned in national
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Commender Harold Stassen, USHR
Staff Commander, 'Third Fleet
C/o Fleet Post Office

San Francisco, California

Dear Harold:

Len Welch, who was out in the Pacific for us for about ten months zs a
staff correspondent, came back = couple of months ago. Ve are planning on
sending snother man out very soon and have asked the Navy to accredit Herd
Paul, who has been city editor of the Star Joumal. DNow that the Pacific
campaign centers in the Philippines, we hope to send him there and to have
him follow and cover the principal action as it moves toward the ultimate
objectives. Our hope is that Herb will be cleared and can be on his way by
the first of the year, and I hope he will have an early opportunity to see
you and convey the regards and good wishes of all of us here.

In briefing him, we are telling him, of course, that anything he can
report about you and your activities has high priority as news for us. But
I have in mind Welch's report of a conversation with you last January (in
New Caledonia, perhaps) in which you said you didn't want any stories filed
about you or your activities. I believe Welch wrote az general story about
you and submitted it to the censor, who deferred to you on it, with the result
that it was not cleared. We don't want to quarrel with this policy at all;
I think I entirely understand your reasons for it and agree that it has been
wise. But I wish you would indicate to me in confidence, if you can, whether
you intend to maintain it indefinitely or whether there might be any alteration
in it which would make it feasible for us to have Paul so situated, if possible,
that he could keep in closer touch with the Third Fleet and specifically with
you. Ve don't want to be napping if there should be opportunity to have Paul
report from time to time on actions in which you are playing a part.

Herb is extremely keen to be a war correspondent: he is an "old spldier"
who saw a lot of fighting in France in 1917-18, he is an excellent reporter and
writer, he has a lot of guts and he won't be getting homesick and eager to
come back after a few months of it, =s some younger. correspondents are.

His wife has a responsible job in the Minneapolis schools and his children are
grown so Herb feels that he is more available than most experienced hands for

such an assignment, and we agree. I hope it will be possible for him to have
& good visit with you early in his Pacific experience.

The recent campaign had its disappointments, of course, but there were
also some satisfactions. Ed Thye has carried on splendidly, and a number of
people whose political judgment I trust told me that he made the best speeches
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for Dewey that were made in Minnesota by anybody with the possible exception of
Walter Judd. I had opportunity during the campaign to work closely and get
mich better acquainted with Walter Rosenberry and Varren Burger, and I was glad
of that.

With national and state elections out of the way until 1946 there are a
lot of things that need doing on the municipal front in 1945 and some of us are
working hard on them. p, Thg Minneapolis school situation will be made or broken
by the election of three menbers six months hence, Goslin, the new super-
intendent, is & high-clagg man and an excellent administrator and if Walter
Johnson and Dr, Drake, whose terms on the board expire, can be replaced with
able and representative people the outlook will be fine. If they aren't,
Goslin might as well be on his way, for he is too good a school man to spend
the best years of his life butting ageinst a stone wall.

Humphrey will run for mayor again, with a good chance of making it.
Marv Kline would like to be re-elected but isn't sure yet whether he will mun
again, because he would have a very hard race and might lose, and because
business is piling up so for architects that he sees a better opportunity now
to get back into architecture, if he intends to do so, than is likely to exist
if he waits & few years,

Jack Knight of Alron-Miami-Detroit has bought the Chicago Daily News, as
you know, and Stuffy, who joined Jack in May, is spending most of his time in
Chicago now, putting new life into the Daily News, which had dropped to the foot
of the class in circulation among the Chicago evening newspapers. It is a
big Job but I will wager that Stuffy is equal to it.

Before we had any idea that Knight would get the Daily News-—-in fact, at
a time when he was temporarily out of the bidding for it--we got the sgreement
of Carroll Binder, editor of the Daily News' notable foreign service, that he
would join us on January 1, 1945, as editorial editor of the Star Journal
(the post I left to take Stuffy's last May) if anybody but Binder's close
personal friend, Adlai Stevenson, got the Daily News. So Carroll is coming
to us and I think he will be a notable acquisition--for us, and for the city
and state. We have added several good men to the staff and have, in my judg-
ment, greatly improved the Morning Tribune, and vwhen we get back our good men
who are in the service we will have, I think, one of the best newsSpaper staffs
in the country; end we shall need it, to do our job well, for the challenges
are going to De tremendous and newspapers are going to have to do a better job
in the ferreting out and interpretation of information and the commmnication
of ideas than they have ever done before.

Agnes and I saw Esther two or three times during the campaign. It is
always a pleasure to see her. She looks splendid and is certainly carrying on
bravely and confidently.
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Perhaps you kmow that Buss Wiggins is in the process of getting out of
the Army--somewhat disillusioned, I am afraid, as 1s also Charlie Turck who
is back in the presidency of Macalester. Russ will be back at the editorial
helm of the Pioneer Press and Dispatch in January, and I am glad, for he is a

splendid newspaper man, and a splendid fellow to be fighting with--in both
senses of the word.

Cordially and sincerely, with heartfelt greetings of the season and every
good wish for the New Year.

g Puee D@
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Uscember 15, 1944

Com, Harold E, Stassen
U.SCH.RI

Staff Commender, &rd Fleet
c/o Fleet Post Office

Sen Francisco, Calif,

Dear Harold:

Urder separete cover, I have sent you a2 package con-
taining three books: Friedrich Hayek's "The Road to Serfdom,"
Leopold Schwartzchild's "Primer of the Coming World," and
Ludvig Von Mises' "Bureaucracy."

During the late campsign, I was in Albany. I was on
Governor Dewey's research staff preparing speech material. We
were flooded with letters urging us to read these three books
which came out only a few weeks before election.

"The hoad to Serfdom" will change the political and
economic climete of America during the next four yesars.
TO,000 Ieaders of public opinion read it, we'll see a Kepubli-
can landslide in 1948, No book of egusl importance has been
written in 50 years.,

Most books on bureaucrscy are mostly denunciations
of New Deal agencies.

Von Mises' hook is not a tirsde. It shows what
buresucracy 1s, what functions it can perform, end what func-
tions it csn not perform. Above 211, it explains why.

Schwertzehild's "Primer of the Coming VWorld" is e
sequel to the same suthor's "World in Trance" which Winston
Churchill bought for each member of his cabinet and ssid they
must read,

If nobody throws a monkey wrench, I hope to leave in
late Februery on a round-the-world trip covering Greece,
Yugoslavia, Iran, Chungking, Yenan, Moscow, returning through
Warsaw to Berlin -- I hope =-- just in time to cover the execu-
tion of Heinrich Himmler. Perhaps I will be an officisl wit-
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Com, Harold E. Stassen December 15, 1944

ness, On my return, I'll probab%y be in the proper mood to
write "One AWFUL World" - or -- "Civilizetion, a Ghastly Error."

Believe you will enjoy the books. Hope the war soon
ends so you can get back to politicel service.

Sincerely,
ZJim
JLW :HS i
P. S, I find that this letter was not sent air meil, so 1

am duplicating it herewith by air mail, You will get a copy
two or three months from now.

James L, Wick
Woodwerd Hotel

55th St. & Broadway
New York, N, Y.
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December 15,1944

Hon. Edw, J. m,e’
Governor,

Stete Capltol,
St.Paul 1, Minnesota,

My dear Governor:

I just finished resding an sccount in the delly
papers wher- the Board of Regents of the University of
¥innesota hed rejected the report of the Investigetor,
Mr, Gailaghor, whom you had appolnted to look into that
situation,

I know that the membera of the Boerd of Regents will
ergue that they did not rsject the report as e whole, thet
there are some parts that they hed gecepted. The fact thet
they dld rejeet anythlog 1In the report that seant much to
the employees remains, :

At our conventlon in September a resolution was
introduced instructing me to appoint a committee to unest
with the Board of Regents for the purpose of negotisting
the demends for ilmprovement in wages, working hours and
working conditions.

After the conventlion the report of your Investigstor
was recelved by the Regents and by the t the ¢ ttee
was appointed end got into sction, the report had eslreedy
been flled and in the hands of the Union and the Regents,

The Unlon, after consldering the report, although
there were many things in it that they could not sgree to,
voted to accept 1t, feelling that they were golng to be able
to get along better in the future then they had in the past,
sinece you had interceded 1n the dispute,

Our Coanmittee went thiough the formality of meeting
with the Regents, urging them to sccept the report as 1t
WEaE . ;

I presume you have & copy of their action in the
matter.



Hon. Edw. J. Thye,
Dec. 15, 1944 -2~

i am deeply concernad over the outcome of this,
not only because of the deplorable conditions that exlist
in this House of Higher Educstion, but because of the
repercussions that will be felt by every branch of publie
employment In the Stete of Minnesota,

I do not know what the Bullding Service Eaplovees sre
going to do, but I do not belleve that they are golng to
take the matter leying down. I have hesrd some ominous
threoets coming from some of the leglslators sbout what they
are going to do to the public employees. They used the
basls for thelir argument that something must be done to
stop the publiec employees from exercising the same rights
that other employess doj; the strikes that had been held at
the University, grein weighers, s nd Moorhead.

I presume that the Stste Legislature can pass a law
that will put hendecufls on every public employee in the
Stete of Minnesota, but that is not my idea of the proper
way to handle the situstion.

I know that when you sppointed this Investigator you
did 1t in good felth, with the thought that he would be able
to get both parties togsther and that they would both come
reasonably near to following his suggestions. The Urion
tggépted in good faith. In my opinion, the Board of Kegents
d not,

I have talked to several members of the Board of
Rezents end they stress psrticularly the clause pertsining
to union recognition, arguing that nedther the State of
Minnesota nor sny of 1ts subdlvisions recognizes the Union
as the sole bar%unug agency for any group, and until the
State does sdopt such s policy that the Board of Regents
will not consider 1t,

My personal bellef in the amatter 1s that the State
should sdopt this poiley. I feel that 1f they are going to
be at all considtent, they must adopt it. If I ran a plant
and employed a hundrel people, ani had a labor dlspute erlse,
the state law tells me that I must recognize the majority
of the employees in & union as the collective bargelning
agency, but the State reserves the right to tell the
individual that their union meens nothing, thet they have
a perfect right to comes up and talk for themselves at any
time, And 1t has been polnted out that in many cases the
non-union man gets more consideration thgn the men that are
represented by their union,



Hon, Edw. J. Thye,
Dec. 15, 1944 e S

We attempted 1n previous sessione of the Legislature
to give the piblic emprloyees the same protection thet the
Lebor Reletlons Laws glve the employees in private Industry,
with limitations, however, That limitation being that while
the Conciliator had the euthority to take Jjurisdiction in a
dispute, that there wss no right granted either by implica-
tion or otherwise to the employee to strike., This, however
was not strong enough so the Legislature, as they termed 1;
put soms teeth Into the law with the result thet it was vetosd
by the Governor.

I belleve that the State of Minnesota should do one
of two things. They should either sdopt & poliey recognizing
the =2 jority of the eaployesea in whatever union they msy
join as the =zole bargain agengy or else they should be
consfatent and repeal the Labor Reletions Law, epplying to
private Industry.

I belleve that in most respects you feel the same
as 1 do, end I know of no one better to stert such & move-
‘ment than your own own Honorable self,

I trust that you will gilve this matter very serious :
considerstion and let me know what 1s your own good jJudgment,
I sm very much afrald of what might happen 1f the pre-ent
attitude of some of our employing mthoritioa in publie
employment are continued,

Anxiously awelting your reply, 1 am

Very truly yours, -

R. A, Olson
President
Minnesota State Federatlion of Labor
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GEO. W. LAWSON
416 NO. AUDITORIUM ST,
ST. PAUL, MINN,

e

Dec. 18,1944.

Dear Harold:

I certainly avpreciated and enjoyed hearing
from you under date of Deceanber 3rd.

You start out by asking how the year 1944 has
been treating me. In the maln 1t has been somewhat
rough. Since February lst I have been spending two days
a week in Chicago,sitting as a member of the Sixth
Regional War Labor Board. I am still serving on the
Appeal Committee on Selective Service; also, the State
War Finance Committee, the Regents, and half a dozen
other things. So there has been very little time for
anything else.

Thank you for your congratulations on the
celebration of my thirtieth anniversary. Itwas =
very nice affair and I am sorry you could not be there.

I think you are right in being proud of the
record of Minnesota labor 1in war production. Of course,
we have had our troubles but these have never as yet
interferred with the war production in any way. Right
now we are in what is called a tight labor market. We
feel that, however, there has been too much of drain-
ing of labor out of Minnesota for other sections of the
country, but in srite of this, réports come to me that
we are filling the needs 1n pretty good shape.

We still have the University troubles with us
and Bob and I thought you might be interested in a
letter that Bob sent to Governor Thye, so I am enclosing
a copy. Probably you get some informtion on the subject
through the newspapers that are no doubt sent to you.
This will be a very live issue in the forthéoming
session of the Leglslature., I am advised that there
1s considerable feeling throughout the state.

Groner and Mlienz were in the other day amd
Groner also had had a letter from you.

My son is now somewhere in Engla

Good luck and best wishes.




STANLEY HIGH
475 Firte AVENUE
New York, NEwW YoRk

December 21, 1944

Dear Harolds

Well, even the aftermath of the election is past.
Mrs, High and I have just returned from a month of recupera-
ticn in Celifornie and -- strangely enough -- I found, in
Washington last week, that the Monument still stands.

During the campeipn I took leave from my job and
served as a member of the so-called stratesy board that met
daily with Brownell tc plen the campaign. My own additicnal
contribution, if any, weas in the speech-writing area -- and
I turned out, for good or ill, between 50 and 60 of them.
(On the day after election my wife cheered me up by pointing
out & study made by some professors which "proved" thet
speeches meke no difference

I think Dewey made an excellent campaign in many
respects. I alsc believe he would have been == for the times
immediately shead of us -~ an excellent, even a great Presi=-
dent, God knows we need someone in the White House now whose
yee is yea end whose naey is nay; and likewise somecne who has
some bagic regerd for the erstwhile virtue of honssty.

Looking back on it -- and after talking with many
people == I'm convinced there were at least typ major mistakes
in the cempeign, The first was that we relief] too exclusively
on the Kepublican corgenization., I don't belittle what an
orgenization can do, But I think the tendency was to under-
estimate the number of voters who have no attachment to party
whatscever and who can only be appealed to by quasi-independent
orpanizations. The Democrats had - in addition to the PAC =-
all sorts of groups aimed to corral the independent vote.

Save the Democrats for Dewey -- a not very well led ocutfit, we
had none. Certainly, we've zot to get together, scon, an
orgenization designed to interest particularly the middle-class,
independent~-minded, small-town-geared citizen., Only such an
organization can be an effective off-set toc the PAC -- which
reputedly, aims to spend $500,000 & month to win the Congres-
sional elections in 1946.

The second major mistake was one which I had a part
in, I felt Roosevelt ought to be kmocked down and stamped on ==
that Dewey's speeches cught all to be fighting, anti-Roosevelt
speeches., After the Teamsters' Speech of FDR, we had little




STANLEY HIGH
475 FirTH AVENUE
New York, New York

Commander Harold E, Stassen -2 = December 21, 1944

difficulty selling thet idea to Dewey. With all the eloguence
I could muster I helped to sell it. But we wers wrong. 1
find -- af‘ter talking to men like Governor Warren, Ray Baldwin,
Ed Thye, John Cowles, Wayne Morse, Ralph Cake end numerous
others that our misteke wees in failing to recognize that the
voters we had to win to cur side werse voters who had been on
Roosevelt's side; that they still had for him considerable
attachment, even affection and that -- when we laid it on so
herd =-- their backs were put up. Baldwin, Thye, lorse,
Saltonstall -- and numercus others won == not by lambasting
Roosevelt, and nct by outpromising him -- but by talking, in
friendly, constructive fashion about a better way.

Thet Dewey's long-time future is, I don't know. He
is dve to have an extremely difficult time being elected in
New York in '46., The Liberal snd ALF parties, between them,
polled 800,000 votes == which, in New York, is what mskes the
difference. The Democrats are likely to nominete either Senstor
Mead or Jim Ferley., I'm inclined te think both the ALP and
the Liberals would support Jim; I'm sure they would support
Mead.

It seems to me that if Dewey is smart, he'll forget
about '48 for the next two years end concentrate ong a)
getting re-elected in New York end b) putting the party in
shape nationally. Herb Brownell, I think, did en excellent
job as chairmen., I think he will econtinue, It would, how-
ever, be an act of smart polities if he were to step out and
Dewey engineer the electicn of Sen. Ken VWherry of Nebraske
as cheirmen (whom, I'm ftold, would resign from the Senate to
accept), Sinclair Weeks would like to be Secretary cof the
Committee =- which would mean a western chairmen and an eastern
Secretary Then Herb -- since Ed Jaeckle has resigned =- could
take over the N Y Chairmanship. But I don't think that's
likely to happen. And I know that, if he pives full time to
it, Herb will do a bang-up job as National Cheairman in the
next period.

But no organizaticn will save the party -- unless
the party, first, makes up its mind what it believes and stands
for, and begins to give those beliefs concrete implementation
in Congress and the country. There is no such thing -- at
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present -- as a Republican platform, The party is a welter

of conf'usion and contradictions. Unless, soon, some of those
Republicens who have the capacity to think long thoughts are
brought together and empowered toc make & liberal stetement of
the GOP philosophy for the period ahead of us =-- nationally
and internationally -- we might as well kiss the 1¢48 election
goodbye -~ end the party with it. And unless the party has
vision encugh to do thet job, then I think it will deserve the
fate it gets.

I've heard reports ¢f your interest in organizing a
veterans corganization. God knows something like that ought
tc be started by somebody like you -- and right away. The
alternatives are: +to let the American Legion gather the
veterens of this war to its sterile bosom or teo turn the
veterans over toc the hands of the wrong kind of veteran leader-
ship. But such en enterprise can't wait until the end of the
war. The American Legion didn't. And I don't know anyone so
well situated as you are to get it going.

This has been too long a letter. But I'd like to

hear from you and, from time to time, I'11 4ry and report on
what I'm seeing, hearing and thinking,

ﬁ

As ever yours
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