
December 13, 1944 

Hon. James For res tal 
Secretary of the llavy 
~ashingt.on 25, D. C. 

JIY dear Jim: 

Many thanks for the copy of your 
correspondence with Harold stassen. 

I too read with great interest your 
artiole, "Will lie Choose Naval Suicide Again?". Halt a 
dozen peot)le around. the country sent me copies tor comment, 
so I know it must have created a great deal of the right 
kind of interest. 

I quite thoroughly ngree with you 
\ that legislation must be passed before the war 1s over, 

or you will never get it. One of ~ few regrets at leav­
ing Congress is that I will not be a member of the Post­
War ilitary Policy Committee and therefore unable to help 
g~ide this vital legislation. 

Incidentally, the leaders of both 
parties have volunteered the information to me that should 
I ccne back in 146 they will place me on the Post-War 
Mil1tar,y Polioy Committee by special resolution, beoause 
then ~ position on the Naval Affairs Committee would not 
automatical.ly make me a member. It I do cane back to 
Congress in either the House or Senate, it may very will 
be in time to assist in the post-war legislation affecting 

_ our military establishments. 

Cordially yours, 

U:c 



MELVIN J. MAAS 
"TN DIST. MINNESOTA 

Qtongrt~~ of tbt Wnittb ~tatt~ 
~ou~e of l\epre~entatibe~ 

.a~ington. 11. ~. 

December lJ, 1944 

Commander Harold E. Stassen, USNR 
Staff, Commander Third Fleet 
Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, California 

My dear Harold: 

I thought you might be interested in 
a letter I have just written to Jim Forrestal. 

What my plans will be as to the 
future in politics remain for future developments . I 
am returning to active service in the Marine Corps 
immediately upon termination of my present term in 
Congress. I am going to have an assignment on the 
West Coast for several months and after that have been 
assured of being given command of an advanced Marine 
Air Base in the Pacific. Doubtlessly we will be meeting 
in the not too distant future . 

In the meantime, I would like to wish 
you a Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year. 

M:c 

c. A . JORDAN 

SECRETARY 



December 13, 1944 ---
Dear Harold: 

I was most happy to receive your letter of November 
4th while in Mexico, and I received your last one just this past 
week. 

Our state campaign was very successful except, as you 
know, for Mel Maas and Dick Gale. Dick took it rather easy in the 
campaign and Mel unfortunately made several speeches concerning 
Pearl Harbor and who was responsible for that disaster. I would 
say that was the major issue that brought on his defeat. 

Joe was in our apartment, he and Betty, leaving me at a 
quarter to 7 without having told me he was going to give a publid 
press statement 'he could not support Dewey'. Had he confided in 
Warren, Walter or myself that he was going to make such a press 
release we would have felt entirely different, but I knew nothing 
other than that I knew he was bitter towards Dewey and said he 
couldn't support him in our conversation that evening. I called 
his attention to the injury he would do to all concerned if it was 

l proven he was sour grapes so far as the national campaign was con­
cerned, but he seemed to think that Dewey was aligned with some of 
the reactionaries and would be under the influence of the isolation­
ists, which would jeopardize any chance for the establishment of a 
permanent peace. Joe was Sincere. He was acting in accordance with 
his own convictions but he did not use good judgment. Frankly, I 
think his feelings were hurt that Dewey hadn't called him and asked 
him to be active in his behalf in the campaign. 

As soon as the press contacted me for comments concerning 
Joe's stand I called Roy Dunn and George Jones and asked that they 
make no statement until we had an opportunity for a conference. I 
tried to hold down any direct criticisms against Joe personally. 
~~ile we did not share his thoughts or views there was no need to 
condemn the man for having spoken his convictions, but there was 
very bitter feeling on the part of all, and there were threats for 
writing him out of the party. There were cancellations of meetings 
where Joe was to speak etc. My opposition, of course, was im-
mediately able to say that Ed Thye did not belong in the category of 
a liberal progressive republican but to the Hoover-Roy Dunn reaction­
ary crowd. This shook me a little, but I don't believe it cost me 
many votes, but it did injure Dewey's campaign, particularly in St. 
Louis County and on the range. 

I talked with Joe two days after he had given that press 
statement and Joe felt very badly and very concerned about the injury 
his statement had done so far as Minnesota was concerned in national 
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Commander Harold Stassen . U 1m 
Staff Oommander, Third Fleet 
C/o Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco , California 

Dear Harold : 

Len Welch , who was out in the Pacific for us for about ten months as a 
staff correspondent , came ba'ck a couple of months ago . \ e are planning on 

I 
sending another man out very soon and have asked the Uavy to accredit Herb 
Paul , who has been city editor of the tar Journal . ow that the Pacific 
campaign centers in the Philippines , we hope to send him there and to have 
him follow and cover the principal action as it moves toward the ultimate 
objecti ves . Our hope is that Herb will be cleared and CM be on his way by 
the first of the year , and I hope he will have an early opT:)ortuni ty to see 
you and convey the regards and good ,,,ishes of all of us here . 

In briefing hi ", we are telling him, of course , that anything he can 
report about you and your activities has high p riority as news for us . Eut 
I have in mind elch ' s report of a conversation with you last January (in 
Ne~ Caledonia, ~erhaps) in which you said you didn ' t want any stories filed 
about you or your activities . I believe Welch wrote a general story about 
you and submitted it to the censor , \-rho deferred to you on it , \'lith the result 
tha t it \/as not clea red . \Ie don ' t want to quarrel with this policy at all ; 
I t hink I entirely understand our reasons for it and agree that it has been 
wise . But I wish you would indicate to me in confi"dence , if you can , ,,,hether 

I 

you intend to maintain it indefinitely or 'hether there might be any alteration 
in it which would make it feasible for us to have Paul so situated, if possible , 
that he could keep in closer touch with the Third Fleet and specifically with 
you. ie don ' t want to be napping if there should be opportunity to have GUI 
report from time to time on actions in which you are playing a part . 

Herb is e;-tremely keen to be a war correspondent : he is an "old soldier" 
who saw a lot of fighting in Fr.ance in 1917- 18 , he is an excellent reporter and 
writer, he has a lot of guts and he won ' t be getting homesick and eager to 
come back after a few months of it , as some younger. correspondents are . 
His wife has a responsible job in the r.inneapolis schools and his children are 
grown so Herb feels that he is more available than most experienced hands for 
such an assignment , and we agree . I hope it \,/ill be possible for him to have 
a good visit with you early in his Pacific experience . 

The recent campaign had its disappointments , of course , but there vere 
also some satisfactions . Ed Thye has carried on splendidly, and a number of 
people ~/hose poli tical judgment I t rust told me that he made the best speeches 
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for De\'1ey that were made in ?v1innesota by anybody \'1i th the- possible exception of 
\,lalter Judd . I had opportunity during the campaign to work closely and get 
much better acquainted with "falter Rosenberry and i{lUren Burger , and I \'/8.S glad. 
of that . 

With national and state elections out of the way until 1946 there are a 
l ot of things that need doing on the muni cipal front in 1945 and some of us are 
working hard on them . ~ t.1inneapolis school situation will be made or broken 
by the election of threeAmembers six months hence. Goslin , the new super­
intendent , is a high- class man and an excellent administrator and if Walter 
Johnson and Dr. Drruce , whose terms on the board expire , can be replaced with 
able and representative people the out~ook will be f i ne . I f theyarenl t , 
Goslin might as well be on his way, for he is too good a school man to spend 
the best years of his life butting against a stone wall . 

Humphrey \vill run for mayor again , with a good chance of making it . 
Marv Kline would like to be re- elected but isn l t sure yet whether he will run 
again , because he would hav~ a very hard race and might lose , and because 
business is piling up so for architects that he sees a better opportunity now 
to get back into architecture , if he intends to do so , than is likely to exist 
if he waits a fe\y years . 

Jack Knight of Akron- 'Uami- Detroit has bought the Chicago Daily NeViS , as 
you know . and Stuffy, \-Tho joined Jack in May , is sp endi ng mos t of hi s time in 
Chicago now, putting new life into the Daily News , which had dropped to the foot 
of the class in circulation WflOng the Chicago evening newspapers . It is a 
big job but I will wager that Stuffy is equal to it . 

Before we had any idea that Knight would get the Daily Hews--in fact. at 
a time when he was temporarily out of the bidding for it- vie got the agreement 
of Carroll Binder , editor of the Daily news l notable foreign service , that he 
would join us on January 1, 1945 , as editorial editor of the Star Journal 
(the post I left to take Stuffyl s last ~y) if anybody but Binder l s close 
personal friend, Adlai Stevenson . got the Daily Ne\'is . So Carroll is coming 
to us and I think he will be a notable acquisition--for us , and for the city 
and state . We have added several good men to the staff and have , in my judg­
ment , greatly improved the Morning Tribune , and "men we get back our good men 
who are in the service we will have , I think , one of the best newspaper staffs 
in the country~ and we shall need it , to do our job well , for the challenges 
are going to be tremendous and newspapers are going to have t o do a better job 
in the ferr eting out and interpretation of information and the communication 
of ideas than they have ever done before . 

Agnes and I saw Esther two or three times during the campaign. It is 
always a pleasure to see her. She looks splendid and is certainly carrying on 
bravely and confidently . 
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Commander Harold. Stassen , US1TR 

Perhaps you kno, .. that Russ iliggins is in the process of getting out of 
the Army--some\vhat disillusioned , I am afraid, as is also Charlie Turck who 
is back in the presidency of Hacalester. Russ , .. ill be back at the editorial 
helm of the Pioneer Press and Di sp at ch in Ja.'Iluary, and I am glad, for he is a 
splendid newspaper man , and a splendid fellow to be fighting wi th--in both 
senses of the word . . 

Cordially and sincerely, with heartfelt greetings of the season and every 
good wish for the New Year . 

G 
S 

d 
v 



Prentice ~ Hall, Inc. 

" EXE CUTIVE OFF ICES · 

Com. Harold E. Stassen 
U.S.N.R. 
Staff Commander~ 3rd Fleet 
c/o Fleet Post uffice 
Sen Francisco, Calif. 

Dear Harold: 

December 15, 1944 

Under separete cover, I have sent you a package con­
talnin~ three books: Friedrich Hayek's "The Road to Serfdom," 
Leopold Schwartzchild's "Primer of the Coming World," and 
Lud vig Von Mises' "Bureaucracy." 

, During the late campaign, I was in Albany. I was on 
Governor Dewey's research staff preparing speech material. We 
were flooded with letters urging us to read these three books 
which came out only a few weeks before election. 

"The Hoad to Serfdom" will change the political and 
economic climate of America during the next flour years. If 
10,000 leaders of publIc opinion read it, we'll see a Republi­
can landslide in 1948. No book of equal importance has been 
written in 50 years. 

Most books on bureauc'racy are mas tly denunciations 
of New Deal agencies. 

Von Mises' hOOk is not a tirade. It shows what 
bureaucracy is, what functions it can perform, and what func­
tions it can not perform. Above all, it explains ,why. 

Schwartzchild's "Primer of the Coming Viorld ll is a 
sequel to the same au thor's "World in Trance" which Winston 
Churchill bought for each member of his cabinet and said they 
must read. 

If nobody throws a monkey wrench, I hope to leave in 
late February on a round-the-world trip covering Greece, 
Yugoslavia, Iran, Chungking, Yenan, Moscow, returning through 
Warsaw to Berlin -- I hope -- just in time to cover the execu­
tion of Heinrich Himmler. Perhaps I will be an official wit-



-2-

Com. Harold E. Stassen December 15, 1944 

ness. On my return, Illl probably be in the proper mood to 
write "One AWFUL World" - or -- "Civilization, a Ghastly Error." 

Believe you will enjoy the books. Hope the war soon 
ends so you can get beck to political service. 

Sincerely, 

JLW:HS 

P. S. I find that this letter was not sent air meil, so I 
em duplicating it herewith by air mail. You will get a copy 
two or three months from now. 

JemAS L. Wick 
Woodward Hotel 
55th st. & Broadway 
New York, N. Y. 
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Hon. • J. ThyA# 
Dec. 5., 19 4 -2-
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t1. • nd it has been 0 n . d out th t In ny e se the 
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th Conciliator had tr~ ut ority to t e Jur'sd1ctlon In a 
dis ut~, that there as no ri ht r nted Ither by 1 plica-

l or oth r Isc to the ~ployce to strike. Thi , ho vel' , 
y not strong en~ h so th Legislature, as they tar d it, 
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II & of'.p;=. "A- i nat pI"" ' II!" A - - - v:"'~ -.a. . - J '" r 
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a b it, of 6upe~i' icusnes ;.1 n' ; p 
j,. .... 0 wo:..-,dao ..... e : or;O:-" J t ' , ... " 1."C , Us . his-
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~and~s '-'lo\'fingmj snow s snowing and Boss reTains in ~ 'ashiqg:ton+ 

La'CA:'lng some -'Y 9S 11 anG. II 'Ne" anSi'lerS t(', c:.."uc:'al q' esti~n6 ,')f pclic:r , - m 
go ing o n a n:lu8,1 le~Y2 .s.gai n this 1'.-:. 

Yesterday , the direeror go;:; a letter i'::'O i the regiona_ c.i r,=ctor, 
tellifi€ h iiil 1ie \'J'ere off ase, on a Rosemont story I xe_eased an l!!Y 1\'n 

in.:.tiative le. s~ ~.Jeek+ P-.nc. so, I am :'ficially slapped () n ~U'ist · But 
what I canlt say to any c ne is ~hat afore t.is story went out , I ~ad an 
cf : record :al~{ wi tJ: thi s same hegional Direct r and :le told me ~hat 
"if I via s .in ~r0ur 'bo ts, I .1ould ~hrrn" nor:-3:s i~to ur ...llanpCiver 3L;ua-::;ion 
at s ery op~or-:uni ty ; we ~e ed 8 0_ e~;ody -r,-vnn :'12_2 gu-r;s :lver ~Ilere--but if 
ycu evsr te~_ ~~y oedy I g~ve you any such . advice, : : 11 see that you 
pay the pena lty+!I And t~:en, after tt.e aeed s done ar-d. ~t~J.er ag8~ Cic-2 
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- \- ... .. - • .... ~ - .l • d ..,. ~ -
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Wl~ 1 c... '§v e gim an iZ182.0.e t rack: and th2.s ma.j. ~ his prime ::nr-~i ve illo:,,"e ef'::e Gt i ve 
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_-. T -f If yo::; ~lan~ a dam ~gocd Jorman" ~~o~ int~ ~+ ~~+ ~e~:o~, OY, 

U;::,NR, ,":1 Comdr .:!. scor (., Di v 04 , He s a lU Cl ::''''01 ·-·aCKensacK \u-:a u gre " 1.1-:) 
with my kids &~d pretty much like J ,~m . One o f those fellows who 
despite many a~verse circumstances, al~ays c ~eSup, 7ight s i c..e up+ 
He l,~r:~es to ill: ;:er y nC;'El!d thenJl')C'ki!:.~ ~or.;:a~h~r :y~ad~lceJ ",~n~. ,., 
no Ie I, • ... er I ge u ... rom a.nyoocty ,~COl1'fpare S W.j. t n hi S ", 0_ co.C", ur.:::.cy,. '_-,- C ",lO • .:., 

p"n"tuation, ' lack of eras,u':rJ~, etc+ And it' he should get "-IIi t.l. in ear 
eho I of you , don ' t be surpri sed if he says snmethln6 r emindful o f 
T:-.:.c Slliotts+ : fi:"'st ran into h im \-lhen rte ~\'as a 7c;r :r Joung you. 6 1 un 
an·:' ~_~ as havi ne; d i fficulti es at schoe l because on ~1.is v-ray , he had had en­
coun:ier ,,,,i t~ a ~'lother ::;Jr~nk+ :Boy , d i d II Bun .y ll ~me, ll-- a:J.d i'4'as "CDS schoo l 
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Dear Harold: 

GEO. W . LAWSON 

416 NO. AUDITORIUM ST. 

ST. PAUL . MINN. 

~2 

Dec. 19,1944. 

I certainly appreciated and enjoyed hearing 
from you unde r da te of De ce,nbe r 3rd. 

You start out by asking how the year 1944 has 
been treating me . In the main it has been somewha t 
rough. Since February 1st I have been spending two days 
a week in Chicago,sitting as a member of the Sixth 
Regional War Labor Board. I am still serving on the 
Anneal Comnittee on Selective Servicej also, the State 
War Finance Committee, the Regents, and half a dozen 
other things. So there has been very li ttle time for 
anything else. 

Thank you for your congratulations on the 
celebration of my thirtieth anniversary. Iiwas a 
very nice affair and I am sorry you could not be there. 

I think you are right in being proud of the 
record of Minnesota labor in war production. Of course, 
we have had our troubles but these have never as yet 
interferred with the war production in any way . Right 
now we are in what is called a tight labor market . We 
feel that, however, there has been too much of drain­
ing of labor out of Minnesota for other sections of the 
country, but in s nite of this, reports come to me that 
we are filling the needs in pretty good shape. 

We still have the University troubles with us 
and Bob and I thought you might be interested in a 
letter that Bob sent to Governor Thye, so I am enclosing 
a copy . Probably you get sone infornation on the subject 
through the newspapers that are no doubt sent to you. 
This will be a very live issue in the for t hc oming 
session of the Legislature. I am advised that there 
is considerable feeling throughout the state. 

Groner and 
Groner also had 

My son is now so~ewhere in 

Good luck and best wishes. 

am 



I 

Dear Harol d: 

STAN L EY HIGH 
475 FIFTH AVENUlI 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 
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rell , even the aftermath of the election is past . 
1trs . High and I have just returned from a month of recupera­
tion in California and -- strangely enough - - I found , in 
W"ashington last week , that the l:onument still stands . 

During the campaiEn I took leave from my job and 
served as a member of the so- called stratefy board that met 
daily vnth Brownell to plan the campaign . My own additional 
contribution , if any , vms in the speech-v~iting area -- and 
I turned out , for good or ill , betvreen 50 and 60 of them . 
(On the day after election my vnfe cheered me up by pointing 
out a study made by some professors which "proved" that 
speeches make no difference~ 

I think Dewey made an excellent campai~n in many 
respects . I also believe he vrould have been -- for the times 
immediately ahead of us -- an excellent, even a ~reat Presi ­
dent . God knows Vfe need someone in the Villi te House now whose 
yea is yea and vmose nay is nay; and likevnse someone who has 
some basic reFard for the erst,mile virtue of honesty . 

Looking back on it -- and after talkinp: with many 
people -- I ' m convinced there were at least tv~ major mistakes 
in the campairn . The first ,ms that we relie~ too exclusively 
on the Republican organization . I don ' t belittle what an 
organi zation can do . Btlt I think the tendency \reS to under­
estimate the number of voters viho have no attachment to party 
whatsoever and 'mo can only be appealed to by quasi - independent 
organizations . The Democrats had - in addition to the PAC -
all sorts of groups aimed to corral the independent vote . 
Save the Democrats for Devrey - - a not very ~~ll led outfit, we 
had none . Certainly, we ' ve got to ~et together , soon, an 
organization aesigned to interest particularly the middle - class , 
independent- minded , small - to,m- geared citizen . Only such an 
organization can be an effective off- set to the PAC -- which 
reputedly, aims to spend 1500 , 000 a month to win the Congres ­
sional elections in 1946 . 

The second major mistake was one which I had a part 
in . I felt Roosevelt ought to be knockec dovm and stamped on 
that Dewey's speeches ourht all to be fighting , anti - Roosevelt 
speeches . After the Teamsters ' Speech of FDR , we had little 
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difficulty sellin?; that idea to Dewey . lith all the eloquence 
I could muster I helped to sell it . But we were wrong . I 
find -- after talking to men like Governor 1arren , Ray Baldwin, 
Ed Thye , John Cowles , 'layne Morse , Ralph Cake and numerous 
others that our mistake vms in failing to reco~nize that the 
voters we had to 'win to our side vlere voters .. rho had been on 
Roosevelt ' s side ; that they still had for him considerable 
attachment , even affection and that -- when we lai d it on so 
hard -- their backs we re put up . Baldwin, Thye , !.:orse , 
Saltonstall -- and numerous others vron -- not by lambasting 
Rooseve lt, and not by outpromising him -- but by talking , in 
friendly , constructive fashion about a better \~y . 

That Dewey ' s long- time future is , I don ' t know. He 
is due to have an extremely difficult time being elected in 
New York in ' 16 . The Liberal and ALP partie s, between them, 
polled 800 , 000 votes -- vthich , in New York , is what makes the 
difference . The Democrats are likely to nominate eithe r Senator 
Mead or Jim Farley . I ' m inclined to think both the ALP and 
the Liberals would support Jim; I ' m sure they would support 
Uead . 

It seems to me that if Dewey is smart, he ' ll forget 
about ' 48 for the next two years and concentrate on t a) 
getting re-elected in New York and b) putting the party in 
shape nationally . Herb Brovmell, I think, did an excellent 
job as chairman . I think he ~~ll continue . It would , how­
ever, be an a.ct of smart politics if he were to step out and 
Dewey engineer the election of Sen . Ken ~erry of Nebraska 
as chairman (whom, I ' m told , would resirn from the Senate to 
accept) . Sinclair leeks wou ld like to be Secretary of the 
Commi ttee -- Yihich ,,'QuId mean a western chairman and an eastern 
Secretary Then Herb -- since ~d Jaeckle has resigned -- coul d 
take over the N Y Chairmanship . But I don ' t think that ' s 
likely to happen . A.'1d I knOV{ that , if he gives full time to 
it , Herb ,rill do a bang- up job as National Chairman in the 
next period . 

But no organization \~ ll save the party -- unless 
the party , first , makes up its mind what it believes and stands 
for , and cegins to Give those beliefs concrete implementation 
in Congress and the country . There is no such thing -- at 
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present -- as a Republ ican pl atform. The party is a welte r 
of confusion and contradictions . Unless , soon, some of those 
Republicans who have the capacity to think long t houghts are 
brought together and empo\rered to make a l iberal statement of 
the GOP phi l osophy for the period ahead of us -- nationally 
and internationally -- 'W"El might as well kiss the 1948 election 
goodbye -- and the party vnth it . And unless the party has 
vision enou~h to do that job , then I think it vtill deserve the 
fate it gets . 

I've heard reports of your interest in or anlzlng a 
veterans organization . God knows something like that ought 
to be started by somebody like you -- and right avmy . The 
13.1 ternati ves are ': to let the American Lee;ion gather the 
veterans of this war to its sterile bosom or to turn the 
veterans over to the hands of Lhe wrong kind of veteran leader ­
ship . But such an enterprise can't wait until the end of the 
vmr . The American Legion didn't . And I don ' t knovr anyone so 
,rell situated as you are to get it going . 

This has been too long a letter . 
hear f~om you and, from time to time , I ' ll 
what I ' m seeinE , heRrinr, and thinkin~ . 

Asever~ 

But I ' d like t o 
try and report on 
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