THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE NAvVY
WASHINGTON

Auvgust 14, 1945

Comdr. Harold E. Stassen
Flag Ship, 3d Fleet

c/o Fleet Post Office

San Francisco, California

Dear Commander Stassen:

You do not have to read this, but
we had some discussion on the TICONDEROGA about the
advisability of a Single Department of National Defense
and ever since then I have wanted to send you my
address on the subject.

Enclosed is a speech which I gave
at Buffalo, which I hoped to supplement with some other
speeches on the same subject dealing particularly with
the necessity for competition in research and develop-
ment and the effect of competition in creating and
mreserving morale, I never got beyond the first install-
ment.

The best of luck to you.

Sincerely yours,

Vi

H, Struve Hensel

Ence.




ARMY SERVICE FORCES
FIFTH SERVICE COMMAND
CAMP ATTERBURY, INDIANA

LL/ dew
18 August 1945

Commender Harold Stassen, USNR
%Navy Department,
Washington, D, C,

Dear Commender Stassen:

I know that Lt, Colonel Austin Corpe, who was one of my
assistants when I was in the Southwest Pacific, has heretofore
written to you in which he mentioned my name.

I have just received information from Australia that Austin
died of a hesart attack while he was on leave down in Brisbane.
I am trying to locate his femily's address to write them and have
already requested this information from the Adjutant General.

I hope that in the very near future I may have occasion to
meet with you, because many a time Austin and I used to talk about
you and the future., Austin Corpe was one of the most cutstanding
Officers who ever served under me. He gave up many opportunities
to be promoted, in order to do his job while he was under me in
Motor Transport Command Ne, 1 operating betwsen Mt, Isa and Darwin.
He joined me with his Battalion in California prior to our going
overseas, He was one of the hardest working, most enthusiastic
and reliable and trustworthy men I have ever had the privilege of
serving withe He served his country well and his great ambition
was to kill Japs, and from what I know he killed many. As you
know he was one of the greatest marksmen in this country with a
rifle and pistol. He loved the Service and his Country.

He was eventuslly made Quartermaster of the 32nd Division
which as you know was one of the pioneer cutfits in the Southwest:
Pacific, and went through all the invasions, We have all lost,
not only a good friend, but a good Officer and a good citizen
of our Country. I thought I would pass this on to you.

One of my sons, Lt. Leslie J, Landes, USN, graduated from
Annapolis in 1943 and is now on the USS Parker, DD 604, somewhere
near where you probably may be located. He is Gummery Officer
on his ship.

Hoping you are well, believe me to be, with assurances of
my highest esteem,

A e
LEWIS LANDES, 3

Colonel, MC




DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

20 August 1945

Dear Commander Stassen:

Pursuant to the request of Secretary Forrestal, I
am engaged in an exploratory study in an effort to determine
the most efficient practicable organization of that part of
the executive branch of our government which is primerily
charged with upholding by military means the national policies
and interests of our Country. This study is in no sense in
support of, or in opposition to, any particular point of view,
proposal or program, whether of military or civilian origin.

I think you will agree with me that the first and
most basic consideration in determining the form which such
an organization should take, is a clear conception of our national
policies and interests, and an appreciation of what upholding such
policies by militery means may reasonably be expected to involve.

If we agree that our fundamental policy is to maintain
the security and well-being of our Country in a peaceful and
improving world, our military responsibility in support thereof
may be visualized as making certain the adequate defense of the
United States, and our effective participation in the collective
security organizations of the Western Hemisphere and the United
Nations. The general question then is, what is the best military
organization which within practicable limits will meet this
responsibility.

Among the many particular questions involved in study-
ing this problem are - the balance between efficiency end economy,
the relationship of civilian and military control, centralization
versus decentralization, the position of air power in the military
structure, the effect of recent and continuing scientific develop-
ments, possible universal military training, post-war developments
in the national and foreign economic fields, in hemispheric and
world-wide collective security, and in our relations with the other
great powers, particularly Russia. I mention these points merely
to illustrate the varied elements bearing on the subject. There
are, of course, many others.



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

20 August 1945

In an effort to obtain some guidance which will help
me in my studies, I am taking the liberty of addressing you to
seek your views and to request your comment and suggestions
concerning the essential elements of the military organization
which will give promise of most effectively meeting our military
responsibilities. Needless to say, neither this inquiry nor such

views as you may be willing to express are for publication or
quotation in any way.

With best regards,

Sincerely yours,

Eoh o lid

F. EBERSTADT.

Commander Harold E. Stassen, U. S. Navy
Staff, Commender Third Fleet
Care of Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California
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22 Dover Rd. Wellesley Mass.
Aug 22nd '45

Dear H_rold;

Don't have your accurate address but enough of a one so that this
ought to reach you. Actually I am still in the England General Hospital
in Atlantic City, but hope to get out any time now, The calcium they
have been baking out of my shoulders seeus to have reacted pretiy well,
so I guess I will live now. Just spent a week-end with Lois in Wellesley
wh-re she is staying with my mother. We have a red-headed daughter named
Cgroline Adele, born the last of May and she is beginning to be very
interesting. Inasmuch as you were the one to first give our engagement
an "official™ &nnouncement , I blame you for all the hollering our daughter
does when I want to sleep. éer quiet periods are my good influence---

I am so quiet toward the last end of parties, especially when I am about
to pass out,









MINNEAPOLIS
STAR JOURNAL anp TRIBUNE

GIDEON SEYMOUR
VICE PRESIDENT Lugus

AND EXECUTIVE EDITOR

Commender Harold E., Stassen
Staff Commender

Third Fleet

¢/o Fleet Post Office

San Francisco, Californie

Dear Harold:

This doesn't pretend to be a letter from home--
Jjust a request:

Does Admiral Halsey happen to have an extra copy
of the speech he made, I believe to the men of his
fleet, on the night of VJ-Day? It was broadecast in
this country, but I have not been able to get a text
of it, and if one is aveailable I want to reprint it
rather fully in the Star-Journal,

Regards and good uidhes--,
seeing you soon,

I hope we will be

4 /A~ @



Herald sfie Tribune

230 WEST 4151 STREET, NEW YORK

August 23rd 1945.

Dear Harold:

When I talked on Monday with Secretary
Forrestal, I told him how much I hoped you would be back
in the states during October. He agreed with my point
of view and said that he was going to communicate with

you anyway.

My wish now is to have you make the closing
speech at the Forum on the night of Monday, October 29th.
This program will deal entirely with our responsibility
in the Pacific, covering Japan, China, and the Philippines,
and I would greatly like to have you discuss the problem
on which you are the master mind, namely, the islands
that are to be put under our trusteeship.

So much has happened since I wrote you last,
and even though the changed conditions may not have re-
cduced your volume of work, I can imagine how much lighter
hearted every day must be.

With best wishes and looking forward to seeing
you before very long, I am,

Sincerely yours,

=24

Comdr. Harold E, Stassen, U.S.N.R,
Staff Commander Third Fleet

Care Fleet Post Office

San Francisco, California
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430 PARK AVE. PLaza 8-0910

August 23, 1945

Commander Harold L. Stassen
U. 2., Navy Lepartment
washington, D. C.

Dear oir:

Loes the declaration of peace open up your time sufficiently to consider
speaking engagements this season? There is obviously a greater opportunity
than ever, for public opinion is very much aroused, but very confused and

the public service you could perform either by an extensive tour or & 1imited
number of engagements woula be enormous. Furthermore, since you are identified
with peace and always spesk with such inspiration end idealism, I know that
there will be &n even greazter public interest in what you have to say about
the future. I am sure that we can obtein fees ranging from 500 to ¥1,000 -
better than those we obitained before in mosi cases, and in some instances
could obtain large zudiences in the key cities which would exceed $1000.

So that this tour could be extremely profitable - the revenues limited only
by the time you have to dispose.

Even if your plans &re not yet definite, if you could indicate your interest
end what month or months you could consider, I would mske a preliminary
survey and discuss all this with you more specifically when you return.

Cordially,

rs

i /r' ._. .- '.\. L.‘.‘"
_,,é(,/b 7 hw‘%
CHG:G CLARK H, GETTS, INC.”



U. S, Naval Section Base
Navy 936, ¢/o F, P, O,
San Franeisco, Calif,

25 August 1945

Hon, Harold E, Stassen,
Governor, State of Minn,
St. Paunl, Ninnesota

Sir:

The event for which so many millions of people have been
waiting through long, agonizing months and years has at last
come to pass. The blocdiest, most horrible war in the history
of mankind has ended. All the world is now looking forward
confidently to a new era - an era of peace, progress, econom-
ic security, freedom and justice, which has been secured at
great cost {n blood, sweat, tears and human life,

We are amonth the countless, but we hope not forgotten,
thousands of men who have spent many lonely months in the far
flung reaches of the Pacific Ocean, isolated from civilization
and separated by thousands of miles from home, loved ones and
all that is dear to us. To say that we have been heartsick
and lonely is to put it mildly. We have watched events lead=-
ing toward the end of this war with an intense interest, read-
ing and re-reading every scrap of favorable information,
grasping at every item of news that seemed to bring us a step
nearer home,

Some time ago, through courtesy of The United States News,
the Second Official Report by Fleet Admiral Ernest J. King to
the Secretary of the Navy, dated 12 March 1945, was distributed
in this area. The report deals with operations of the United
States Fleet in the Pacific and presents a record of which
every American may be justifiably proud. In the concluding
portion of that report we find a discussion of demobilization
plans for the Navy, We doubt if you can imagine the interest
with which the portion quoted below was read anddre-read,
discussed and re-discussed by so many of us., Here is what we
Tead:

"However, for more than a year, we have worked on demo-
bilization methods and have completed tentative plans, We
are considering priority for severance, and intend, when the
time comes, to give due consideration o length of service,
service outside the continental limits, combat service and
parenthood."”



. Page 2 .

Hon., Harold E, Stassen, Governor of Minn,

Some might say that we had no right to rely on such a
statement; that it was nmot intended as a firm committment by
the Navy as to its plans for discharging men from the service,
Perhaps one reason why we did rely upon it was that it seemed
so falr and just, so sincere, so obviously mad in good faith.
It conld secarcely have emanated from a more reliable source,
coming as it did from the Commander in Chief of the U. S.
Pacific Fleet and Chief of Naval Operations,

When we first heard the announcement of the Navy's plan
in a radio broadcast on 16 August we could not believe it.
It was a far cry from the method Fleet Admiral King had sta-
ted would be adopted; we thought there must be some mistake.
The next day the radio was confirmed officially by receipt
of Alnav 196, It was truej no credity would be given for
overseas service, none for combat service, and it was not
necessary even to be married in order to obtain credit for
dependency. Had we been propagandized? We did not know,

On 21 August Admiral Jacobs was aquoted in a radio broad-
cast as stating that overseas service could not be considered
because the Navy had no central records system, and that to
bring in for congideration the records of all the men overseas
would have delayed inauguration of the point system at least
9¢ days. It seems to us that if this reason makes it impossible
to consider overseas service now it would just as surely have
preluded the possibility of doing so in March 1945, when Fleet
Admiral King submitted his Second Offiecial Report to the Sec=~
retary of the Navy. ©Such things as this are not caleculated
to prométe a feeling of confidence among Navy personnel that
they are being fairly dealt with. It is not surprising that,
as Time Magazine recently reported, the Navy is beginning to
feel some apprehension that it will not be able to persmnade
enough Reserve officers and enlisted men to sign over to the
Regular Navy to man the post-war fleet,

The burning resentment of many of the men is produced by
the thought that there are men in the United Statess who have
never served outside the continentzl 1imits and are now being
discharged, while many of us who have spent the larger part of
our time 1n the service overseas are not belng considered,

It was thought that perhaps an expresciorn from men in the
Navy would be helpful in the formulation of plans to carry out
any contemplated Congressional action in connection with de=-
mobilization.

Respectfully yours,

W. J. De Mers, GM2c, USNR

N2 Degpied




27 August
Dear Harold,

Just a note about the immediate future., I imagine that you will

be staying right where you are until the Admiral breaks up his staff.

I have three months to go under the point system although I may be
heading home sooner since a recommendation has been put in for the
Lezion of lerit,.

It is my hope to be able to take my postwar orders from you. “nd
it is ny intention to look you up at the earliest opportunity to
seek your guidance in the manner in which I might be of most service
in the achieverent of the ideals for which you stand, I would like
to see you as soon as possible but as far as I can guess we will be
considerably to the westward of you---if we move north &t all, If
it will be impossible to see you before we reach the States I'll get
to wherever you are there as sSoon after my &rrival as nracticable,

We have had it pretty quiet since Okinawa. TFlew up to Manila
for & bit of sightseeing, L had hoped to see our friend iir John
Cowles up there but unfortunately he had just shoved off for the
States, Have bsen following your prozress and hope that by the time
this veatchs up with you the Admirzl will have had that ride on that
white horse, Hope to see you Soon,

best regards
Henry T. Melnight. Lt Comdr USNR H_mu.\L

Uss 1ICI (R) 648 T el

a2



W. W. KEMMERER

THE UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
3801 ST. BERNARD STREET
HOUSTON 4, TEXAS

Aungust 27, 1945

Commander Harold Stassen
¢/o Secretary of the Navy
Washington, D. C.

Dear Commander Stassen:

The University of Houston is planning
a two-day program for the formal inauguration of the
President of the University, Dx. E. E. Oberholtzer,
who took over the full time position as president
on April 1, 1945.

Due to wartime conditions the committee
thought it best to postpone the dates for the Inaugu-
ration until the first or second week in October which
would be Thursday and Friday, October 4 and 5 or 11
and 12.

We are seeking a speaker of national
prominence for the large community evening meeting on
one of these dates. The Chamber of Commerce and all the
commmity organizations are sponsoring this event. We
would like to know whether you would be available as
an evening speaker on one of these dates. The committee
would be greatly pleased to have an early reply and to
know whether you would accept an invitation. Both
expenses and an honorarium will be provided. In order
to aid the committee in providing its expense budget,
it would be helpful if you could indicate possible
expenses and an honorarium which would be satisfactory
to you.

The committee is trying to make this event
one of great importance to Houston, to Texas, and to the
surrounding territory. We trust, therefore, that you
will give this invitation your most favorable considera~
tion.

Sincerely, ’

> 22 27—
e 7 SN\Ezzze
Chairman, Inaugural Committee
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HeADQUARTERS, THIRD MARINE DIvISION
% FLEET POST OFFICE, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

28 August, 1945,

My Dear Hal:i=

Hope there were no repercussions on
your doing a "Serappy Keesing" act in getting
back to the flag and the Admiral. Enjoyed your
visit in Guam very much but found the visit was
altogether too short.

My predictions of January 1945 must go
down in the books Of course, at that time, I
didn't realize that Joe would be quite so prompt
and declare war 3 months to the day as promised,
I gave him until 1 September. Even so it vas
good news and helped immensely in sealing the doonm
of Japan.

You know, I thought for a time that I
might be fortunate enough to be standing on the
dock with the "white horse" in hand when the
Adm%ral stepped ashore. Don't think I didn't
try:.

Hal, don't think it presumptious on my
part to make a suggestion which I assume you al-
ready have considered. If it is at all possible,
when the time comes to return to civil life, that
you do so without accepting any other jJjob tﬁat
may be offered you in Washington. I believe it
will be much better for the record if you returned
directly to civil life from the staff of a "fight-
ing Admiral" rather than from a desk Job in Wash-
ington.

Now making preparations to take part in
the occupation. Present indications point te our
being located in the western island which will be
some distance from where you all will be. However,
know that the latch string 1s out te you and all
the rest of a grand staff,



HEADQUARTERS, THIRD MARINE Division
% FLEET POST OFFICE, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

Take good care, my best wishes to you.

As always

fece Rty
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RepusLiIcCAN PARTY oF WISCONSIN

SETATE HEADQUARTERS
HOTEL LORAINE

MADISON 3, WISCONSIN
-0

August 31, 1945

Dezr Harold:

In view of the tremendous days you are living I hesitate to give
you the inconseqaential news from these parts. But you might be interesg-
in some of this information at a later date so I will pass it on to you.

In the first place please overlook the last letter I wrote you.
The importance of wether or mot you went to dinner wiht As the guest
of Arthur Goldsmith 1s very trivial in the events through which you gre
now moving - I regret I even wrote you that last letter.

I Just returned from a two day trip to Mpls and found the Republicans
much depressed. Humphrey hwas been getting a lot of publicity and has the
GOP scared to death, Also the PAC 1s organizing quite extensively. All in
all 1t 1s sad days - Jjust like when you found the party back in 1938.

I agree that Humphrey 1s doing well for himself at present and he
has cleaned up the town temporarily at least. However I am confident that
with advisers like John Cowles and G.Seymomr he will ¢trip before long.

Incidentially you will be interested in the following incident:

s
John Gunther is writing a book andNap in Minnesota re cently getting
gsome material - apparently he had talked to you in the Pacific and you
gave him a 1ist of people to call on for information. Cowles and G.Seymomr
are much put out that Russ Wiggins name#f preceded theirs on the 1list.
If you think that war was tough over there walt until you get home and have ®
to deal with welighty matters like this.

The situation here gqjga on falrly well. I worked very close with
the legislature last winter and following that have been traveling quilte
extensively over the ségte holding county meetings. Privately I keep
preparing a list of presidential delegates for 1948 - I hope that when
the time comes I will be able to present the strongest possible slate.

You are apparently doing a terrific job out there and the papers
are giving you good publicity here and in Chicago, exen the Chic Trib

printed your picture today - I enclose 1t., Hoping that you will be back
soon and that we can sit down for another talk, I remain

Very truly yours,

—

.
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Jd. DONALD FRUEN
E L M LANE FARM
LONG LAKE, MINNESOTA

September 5, 1945

Commander H. E. Stassen, US N R
Staff Cormander, Third Fleet

c/o Fleet Post Office

San Francisco, California

Dear Harold:

I an writing you now in hopes that this might reach you in time so
that you could, if you wish, write & letter in behalf of walt Finke to
fill the position of Executive Vice President of the Minneapolis Civie
and Commerce Association, When Walt was in Minneapolis last June, some
of the older Junior Chamber men discussed this job with him. At that
time he indicated his interest.

On September 1, Perry Willisms, the last Executive Vice Fresident,
resigned, All of us in the Junior Chamber who know Walt are awere of
his abilities as an executive and we believe that he is just the men to
put linneapolis on the map. I have talked to the chairman of the committee
who will hire the new Civic and Commerce executive. He is Arthur R.
rustad. In talking with Art about filling this vacancy, he asked me to
complete a file on Walter Finke from some of his past associstes. It is
our hope that you will find the time to write a letter concerning walter's
qualif'ications as an administrator end particularly what you think of
his abilities in running a civic orgenization such as the Civic and
Commerce Association of WMinneapolis.

1 have just talked to .rs. Stassen over the phone and she says she
is well and, of course, anxious for that day when you will be able to
return.

Tom von nuster is still in the South racific on LST 1017. Ve re-
ceived ward from Dan Feidt by cable this morning that he is leaving
Europe this week, having been released from the Crimes Commission to
which he wes appointed at the time of victory in EKurope. Cy FPlattes is
assigned to the office of the United States nevel Attache at wellington,
New Zealand. ?

1t is nice to have this opportunity of writing you and we here,
wish to congretulate you on the job you did at the San rrenciscc Con=-
ference, as well as the contributions you have made in bringing about éan
early peace. We will be looking forward to the dasy when we can greet
you back in minnesota.
Cordially yours,

JL¥ ;aw J'e m Sen’

The Glenwood -Inglewood Company
Glenwood ave. at Thomas lNo.
Minneapolis 5, Minnesota









Tur Besxyerr Orrics







1

MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota
Historical Society and its content may not be copied
without the copyright holder’s express written permis-
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content,
however, for individual use.

To request permission for commercial or educational use,
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society.

14 www.mnhs.org



	00202-00077-2.pdf
	Copyright_digitalversion.pdf



